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 What an exciting time to be a part of CHAA!  We really do have a 
fantastic organization that has made an impact in the lives of many 
children. I look forward to carrying on the work and mission of Camp 
Huawni to love the kids. To date we have sent 157 children to Camp and 
raised over $209,077.08. We have also engaged our alumni to stay 
connected to the magic of Huawni through events at Camp and beyond.  
 I am proud of our past, but think it is a building block to the future of 
CHAA. Two things come to mind. First, we were not able to provide funds 
for every quality scholarship applicant last year. I believe in the positive 
power of Camp to make life long difference in a child. I believe that the 
magic can be caught in a single experience of a summer. No doubt, we will 
give a scholarship this year to a family that has had a traumatic event, and 
cannot afford Camp this summer for an eighth year. But I dwell on 
the impact to kids whose grandparents are their primary support. I know 
that a summer at camp can turn the light of a child on. It will burn brighter 
because of the people he was surrounded by at Camp Huawni. A summer 
at camp can show a child what it is to have his name called every day, 
encouraged to do something new, and loved by people that give it 
unconditionally. 
 To that end I would like to focus on new ways to raise scholarship 
funds so we can continue to create the opportunity for all types of people in 
need. Great things will come to what we put our time into. The second item 
that must be addressed is our active group of alumni. Things like donor 
fatigue and a lack of cross generation participation need to be addressed. 
We have a stable of around 50 people that show up and/or donate. I 
believe we can do a better job of getting people involved. This board was 
intentionally recruited to help bridge the gap between the multiple 
generations of Camp, and widen our sphere of participants in CHAA. Our 
first two board meetings have got me excited about the things to come. I 
look forward to visiting with old friends at our Alumni Event in January.  
 If you would like get a jump start in participation, you can make a tax 
deductible donation to CHAA for a camp scholarship to be awarded in April 
by following this link. 

Inwauh,  
Andrew Clendenen 
CHAA President 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E P O R T
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https://www.formstack.com/forms/?1107541-khUxP4aEdr
https://www.formstack.com/forms/?1107541-khUxP4aEdr


 

 Our 11th Annual Alumni Weekend aka “Celebrate 
Huawni Circles” was held on April 1, 2017; the board 
kicked it off Shelby County style with a Friday night 
supper at Sombrero’s in Center and then held their 
annual scholarship meeting Saturday morning in the 
main cabin. The male contention of the Huawni tribe 
plus Grace Harrison gathered for a little golf at Center 
Country Club. Meanwhile back at camp, Mike Adams 
and Michael Anne Pritchard placed name plates from 
the 2016 Party in the Pines tree project where 28 
trees were planted at camp. Saturday afternoon, 

Huawnians had a chance to experience the Huawni Ropes Course and play a little 
Volleyball.   

On Saturday evening, we all gathered at The 
Reserve on the Square in Center to enjoy cocktails, 
appetizers and a delicious steak or fish entree. Our 
auctioneer extraordinaire, Micah Howard, led the live 
auction after many patrons and supporters of Huawni 
bid on some fabulous silent auction items. This year 
thanks to Kelly Smith Howard and Price Pritchard, our 
auction was broadcast on Facebook Live so that we 
had some virtual bidders contributing to the live 
auction. We hosted around 50 people and raised 
$12,000 from the auction, proceeds of which benefitted camper scholarships.  The 
auction funds along with American Camp Association (“ACA”) contributions provided 
for 22 scholarship this summer for just over $25,000 donated for scholarship funds 
from the auction and from ACA donations. We have a healthy balance after 
scholarship summer distributions of $1210.68 going into the fall. Be sure to catch 
Andrew’s update and to clear your calendar for this winter to celebrate some good ole 
Huawni fellowship at our winter event! 

 Love & Inwauh, 

 Cheryl Bolt Parker, Treasurer        Michael Anne Pritchard, Advisor 
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T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T



 W h y  W e  D o  W h a t  W e  D o

 Camp Huawni and the Goins family go hand in hand, dating back to 
2013, when mother Alisha Goins was introduced to Camp Huawni by 
alumnus Steve Abney. Her three boys – Cam’ron, Chris and Keshawn – 
and daughter CeeCee entered the camp gate for the first time on 
scholarship in the summer of 2013, during a time that Alisha describes as 
difficult. Alisha, always one to have a positive word to offer or give, 
describes Camp Huawni as family and fun to their family.  She knows her 
children love being there each summer and are always looking forward to 
the next; she finds comfort in knowing they are safe, are having a great 
time and are learning life skills and values.  Alisha is the first one to offer a 
hug on opening day; on closing day of this past summer when picking up 
her kids, Keshawn (the youngest) was on crutches and had his ankle 
wrapped from a tribal comp injury during tug of war. I asked her about 
Keshawn and told her how sorry I was for his injury and she immediately 
shifted the conversation to “Are you kidding? For 5 summers my kids have 
been out here and this is the first injury to have occurred? We are blessed 
and this is the least of our worries.” That made a lasting impression and  
reminded me of the life lesson to reflect back on what you have and being 
content whatever the circumstance. 

 Ceecee Goins (pictured right) is 
a sophomore at Allen High School in 
Allen, Texas, and was able to reach 
the 5th year fire in her 5th year this past 
summer. Her favorite camp memory 
was in 2016 when she got really 
personal with her cabin one night at 
cabin time and they became really 
close talking about life outside of 
camp. Her favorite camp meal is taco 
soup but she said all of the food is so 
delicious, it is hard to choose. Sarah 
Penny is her a l l - t ime favor i te 
counselor, and Huawni Pond Lake 
Day/Critter Mixer is her favorite camp activity. The biggest lesson she has 
learned at camp is not to be afraid to be you, and you don’t have to be 
someone else for people to like you.   
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Keshawn (pictured left) is in 6th grade in 
Allen, Texas and he plays the clarinet.  
His first year at Huawni was in 2013 at 
age 7. Keshawn’s favorite camp 
memories are hanging with Travis' 
nephew (Parks) and singsong/story 
time with Travis and Daddy Mike. His 
favorite meal is Ms. Ada's fried chicken 
and he loves soccer at camp. To 
Keshawn, camp means fun and time 
with his camp family. His lesson learned 
at camp is how to be a young man. 

  
 Cam’ron (pictured right) is also a 
sophomore in Allen and his first year at 
Huawni was 2013.  He said he was scared to 
try camp his first summer but he had so 
much fun. His favorite meal is whatever Ms. 
Ada cooks that day and he loves archery at 
camp. To Cam’ron, camp means fun and 
time with his camp family, and the lesson he 
has learned is how to get out of his comfort 
zone. 

  

 It is evident from the Goins’ story that they have been impacted by 
Huawni camperships, and Huawni has been impacted and made stronger 
with the entrance of these 4 kiddos into the Tribe. If you’d like to consider 
connecting the dots for another family like the Goins to make camp possible 
for even more kiddos this summer, consider making a year-end scholarship 
gift at camphuawni.com/give (select Donate Now). Moreover, if you know a 
kid in need of Huawni this summer, scholarship applications are available at 
camphuawni.com/scholarships and are due by April 1, 2018.  

Inwauh,  

Michael Anne Pritchard 
CHAA Advisor 

http://camphuawni.com/give
http://camphuawni.com/give


 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 7  R E C A P
“How days looked to are now the past and how good it is that memories last in the summer.”  

- Mike Adams 

Now that summer is over, that is exactly what we are doing here at the home office. It starts with going to 
our campers and their families to see how camp went. We are very grateful for the 83 families who had 
the courage to fill out our parent survey once their session came to an end. 

How did it go for the kids? 

 We think what our campers think is important, and each summer we get feedback from them 
on how we’re doing. Kids are sharp, and we trust their observations. This summer campers rated 
their cabin counselors 4.7 out of 5, or 9.4 out of 10. That actually matched up to our 2016 camper 
ratings (for their cabin counselors). 4 is considered “good” and 5 is considered “excellent”. From our 
campers’ perspective, their cabin counselors did an excellent job this summer. 

 At the end of each session, we also polled our parents on their satisfaction with their child’s 
summer camp experience. This was feedback from a parent’s perspective, usually after they had 
heard from their children about their experience first hand. Families rated their overall camp 
experience at 6.6 out of 7, or 9.4 out of 10, with 7 meaning extremely satisfied. That is actually up 
from our 6.47 rating last summer. When asked, “Overall, how satisfied were you with your camper’s 
counselors this session?” families gave a 6.6 out of 7 rating, with 7 being extremely satisfied, which 

What Parents Are Saying… 
“As a parent to both a typical and an atypical child, I appreciate that Camp Huawni embraces differences and 
helps each child find, develop, and nurture their true self.” 

“My kids are very independent, but camp is their therapy to get away from technology and experience the 
outdoors, friends, and just fun! Thank you for providing and amazing experience for [our] kids!”  

"I so wish we had found Camp Huawni sooner. [Our daughter] attended other camps but she just wasn't 
fulfilled. Probably since they were larger camps, only one counselor per cabin, and just not made to feel 
comfortable. Camp Huawni is the perfect size. You get to know everyone there and given the opportunity to 
make and keep lasting friendships.”  

“I've never seen such a high staff to camper ratio in a lifetime of camping experience. The kids get lots of 
love and attention, but they are also encouraged to safely step out of their comfort zones and try new 
experiences. Camp is good for the whole family because everyone grows!”

What Went Well? 

• The new boys bathhouse was a huge improvement and well liked by our boy campers and 
parents. 

• Opening and Closing Day ran smoothly and was easier. 
• Parents really loved our camper to counselor ratio.  
• Families appreciate that their children are unplugged from technology. 
• Parents notice the confidence and respect their children exude after camp. 
• The Huawni Experience meets the needs of all types of kids. 
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Camper/Counselor Ratio 

 One thing that sets Huawni apart is our low camper to counselor ratio. The more 
counselors we have, the more time we have to invest in our campers. We aim each year to have a 
3:1 camper to counselor ratio and the actual ratio in Boys and Girls Camp varies from session to 
session. Overall, we had a camper to counselor ratio of 2.7 campers to every 1 counselor. That’s 
an improvement from 3.3 to 1 ratio in 2016. 

Session Campers Staff Camper to 
Counselor Ratio

Session 1 162 51 3.17:1

Session 2 162 50 3.24:1

Session 3 129 49 2.63:1

Session 4 78 45 1.73:1

What Needs To Be Improved? 

As great as this summer was, there is always room for improvement. I feel as though our parents 
are feeling more comfortable sharing honest, and even hard, feedback. This is extremely helpful. 
Here is what we need to improve! 

• Improve food options, quality, and bring back some traditional meals (i.e. cinnamon rolls) 
• Improve the quality and quantity of daily pictures posted for parents 
• Be more consistent with posting pictures throughout the day for parents 
• Do a better job of making sure kids don’t lose their belongings (lost and found)   

What’s Next? 

 Now that summer is over, we are jumping into a handful of things as we prepare to make 
Summer 2018 better than ever. We just wrapped up our Returning Camper Discount sign-ups as 
75% of eligible campers are already enrolled for 2018. New Campers can now enroll for 2018
— we highly encourage our alumni to sign up now because many of our sessions fill up 
quick. Alumni families get a 100% tuition back 
guarantee until April 1, 2018, so there is little 
to no risk in signing up now! Another big 
priority every year is getting our counselors 
back on board for next summer. As of today 
we have 12 counselors already signed up for 
2018 (soon to be 16)! We are also reaching 
out to brand new families and sharing the 
Huawni Story. If you know someone who 
would benefit from Huawni, make sure and have 
them go to camphuawni.com and click the green “Request Info” button at the top of our 
homepage. We will contact them asap. 

 I want to say THANK YOU again to all our alumni who have entrusted us with your kiddos 
and also who continue to support Huawni. Our desire is to see your children and grandchildren 
leave our gates knowing their true significance and purpose. Again, thank you for all you do to 
share the Huawni Magic! We are excited about the upcoming Summer— please do not hesitate to 
contact me if there is anything you need or if you have questions. I always love hearing from our 
Tribe! 

Inwauh, 

Travis and Mandi Adams 
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Do you know of someone who’d like attend Huawni but 
needs financial assistance? Thanks to the generosity of 

CHAA, funds for camper scholarships are available. 
Complete an application by 4/1/2018 at: 

www.camphuawni.com/scholarships

http://www.camphuawni.com/scholarships
http://camphuawni.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://camphuawni.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.camphuawni.com/scholarships


Embracing Authenticity 
Camp Huawni has been such a bright 
light for me these past eight years. The 
place, the people, the spirit has always 
challenged me to be my best self, 
without any question. With that being 
said, I think the most valuable thing 
camp has taught me is unconditional 
love. No matter how you see or feel 
about yourself, camp draws out that 
sense of authenticity and embraces 
each person for their true self. And that alone is so precious.  

Karley Biscoe, Former Huawni Camper and Staffer

S A V E  T H E  D A T E 
CHAA WINTER GET TOGETHER 

Come catch up & fellowship with us! 
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WHEN: 
Saturday, January 20th, 2018 

Time: To Be Determined 

WHERE:  
ETX -  Homer Home (Nacogdoches) 
DFW - Cheryl Parker’s Home (Dallas) 

Houston - Colby Doyle’s Home 
Austin - Cynthia Bengston’s Home 

*More details to follow * 



 C A M P U S  U P D A T E S

Change is in the air —  If the air would just cool off a little bit more, then we'd all be happy! 

Bunks are being refurbished and/or replaced in the Berry Patch East & West, Willow 
Glen and Sweet Gum Suites cabins. Willow Glen will serve as a sample cabin for 
updating the interior feel of the cabin as we are going to experiment with different methods 
of preserving the history of the names, years, and other commentary written on the bunks, 
while adding a fresh new look. 

Camp itself is getting a few facelifts this fall. We've ground out all of the random 
stumps in Main Camp, High Ropes, and the Pin Oak lawns. The front yard near the Dining 

Hall, High Ropes, and Pin Oak lawns are all getting tilled and reseeded with turf grasses 
this fall, and again in the spring but the largest visual improvement will be the opening of 
the tree wall separating the Camp Road and High Ropes areas. 

Inwauh, 

Tim Krueger 
Camp Foreman

UPDATE YOUR INFO And join chaA 
We want to stay connected with you! If you have a new email address or want to join CHAA, 

we’d love to have your information to keep you up to date!  
Click the buttons below to update your information or join CHAA for $50: 

  
       

          *Please email Membership forms to huawnichaa@gmail.com* 
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Update My Info! Join CHAA

https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.camphuawni.com/files/uploads/2187/membership-form-fall2017-1.pdf?1509740444
https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.camphuawni.com/files/uploads/2187/membership-form-fall2017-1.pdf?1509740444
https://huawni.campintouch.com/v2/login/login.aspx?cx=a
https://huawni.campintouch.com/v2/login/login.aspx?cx=a


 C A M P  M E M O R I E S  
a s  t o l d  b y  C o l b y  M i l l e r …

I Remember When… 

I spent an entire session in-character. It was my first summer on staff, 3rd session I 
think, and I had the idea to spend all of Opening Day using a British accent. By lights 
out, realizing that just about all the campers had bought it, I decided to see how long 
I could keep it up. And to see if I could convince the doubters. 

This was back when 3rd session was just a one-week session, but man… that was a 
practical joke that was hard to keep up. I had to answer questions like, “What part of 
England are you from?” and “Why cross the Atlantic to work at a Texas summer 
camp?”  Guys, I can’t name more than three English towns or even use the metric 
system, so I’m glad they didn’t ask more technical questions. A couple of times when 
a camper would catch my accent slipping, I’d have to pretend I was working on my 
American accent. 

The real payoff for this “long con” came a full year later when returning 3rd session 
campers— some who had told their school friends they had a counselor from London
— found out they’d been duped!  Oh the looks on their faces!

CHAA Board Members 
 President - - - - - - - - - - - Andrew Clendenen      
                  andrew.clendenen@c1sinc.com  
 President Elect - - - - - - - - - - - - Colby Miller 
            bcolbymiller@gmail.com 
  Treasurer - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Cheryl Parker 
         cparkhome@sbcglobal.net 
 Vice President/PR - - - - - - - - - - - Alex Perez 
             alex@camphuawni.com 
 Board Member - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Lee Lewis 
              leel@fnbhs.com 
 Board Member - - - - - - - - - - Grace Harrison 
       grace.a.harrison@gmail.com  
 Board Member - - - - - - - - - -  Susan Guedea 
             jg1988@aol.com 
 Advisor - - - - - - - - - - Michael Anne Pritchard 
                              michael_anne7@hotmail.com 
 Advisor - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Jeff Miley 
           jtmiley@gmail.com 
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Past CHAA Presidents 

Steve Abney  
stephen.t.abney@gmail.com 

Travis Earl Adams  
travisearl14@gmail.com 

Colby Kerr Doyle  
colbykdoyle@hotmail.com 

Micah Howard 
micahjhoward@gmail.com 

Fred Jackson  
fredjackson1@gmail.com  

 Tim Trout  
trout488@gmail.com  

mailto:stephen.t.abney@gmail.com
mailto:travisearl14@gmail.com
mailto:colbykcloyle@hotmail.com
mailto:micahjhoward@gmail.com
mailto:stephen.t.abney@gmail.com
mailto:travisearl14@gmail.com
mailto:colbykcloyle@hotmail.com
mailto:micahjhoward@gmail.com
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T H E  S C O O P  
W h a t ’ s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  w i t h  y o u r  H u a w n i  F r i e n d s ?

1. Britt Mitchell and wife Megan welcomed baby girl Addison India Mitchell 
to the world this past August.

2. Neesh and Austin Adams added a 5th grandson and baby boy – Noah 
Austin Adams – to this world on September 24, 2017 at 12:56pm.  He 
weighed 8lb and 3oz and was 19.5 inches.

3. For his 50th birthday, Chris Watlington and family traveled to New York 
City this summer and word has it that Chris spotted the famous, famous 
most famous Captain Neutron in Times Square.

4. Natalie Newton Sims was featured on the Houston news for her 
humanitarian efforts to help Hurricane Harvey survivors by collecting 
toys and other items for families.

5. Colby Doyle and Shelley Love pulled of the coolest surprise over 
Columbus Day Weekend; Caitlin Doyle was waiting when school 
released on Friday for Marin Love – check out the video here: https://
www.facebook.com/colby.k.doyle. They then drove to Tyler to meet 
up with Kim Shultz and daughter Lucy – so it was Huawni smiles all 
around! Emma Doyle also visited Madyn Brown (Alumus David Brown’s 
daughter) in Longview that same weekend!

6. Lacy Brown and Ashlie Peeders, the birthday twins that they are, 
celebrated the big 40 at a surprise birthday dinner for Ayres.  Cristy 
Mayfield and Lacy surprised Ayres at Capital Grille for a grand 
celebration.  Lacy then celebrated with Claire Lackey Leavell in 
Ruidoso. 

7. Ashlie, Adam, Sadie & Henry McGill were spotted at the TCU v. W 
Virginia TCU football game as were Sean & Dana Stilley, Gary 
Patterson, Pat & Linda Adams, Mike & Pam Adams, Michael Anne & 
Price Pritchard, Steve & Lesa Abney, Steve Lackey, Holly & Barney 
Wiley and Tom & Ronda Hill.
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https://www.facebook.com/colby.k.doyle
https://www.facebook.com/colby.k.doyle
https://www.facebook.com/colby.k.doyle
https://www.facebook.com/colby.k.doyle
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CHAA extends a warm thanks and grateful appreciation to our 
donors, auction contributors, and to everyone else who made 

the 11th Annual CHAA Auction possible.  Thank you! 

T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S !

The Tom Abney Family & 
Southside Market BBQ 

Lesa & Steve Abney 
Linda & Pat Adams 
Pam & Mike Adams 

Mandi & Travis Adams 
Nellson & Melissa Murphy Burns 

Camp Huawni 
Camp Huawni Alumni Association  

Bill & Jenice Childers 
Sarah & Andrew Clendenen 

Kara & Matt Gregory 

Grace Harrison 
Kelly & Micah Howard /Thirty One 

Pam & Don Howard 
Melisa & Lee Lewis 

George & Linda Lewis 
Brandy & Amy Lewis Miller 

Cristy & Matt Mayfield 
Landon & Jennifer Ogilvie 

Michael Anne & Price Pritchard 
The Shelby County Regulators 

Dana & Sean Stilley 
Audra Weber & Family 


