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LETTER FROM
THE DIRECTOR
In 1965 my grandparents, Earl and

development. Camp is a vital mission

Retha Adams, started their life-long

field for raising up the next generation.

dream, Camp Huawni. They were pioneers of childhood development,
and observed early on that investing in the lives of children was both
needed and a worthy calling. Daddy
Earl and Mimi, as we called them,
dedicated their lives to investing in
the next generation.

Just like the Blue Wolf, we’re asking
you to join in the fight and make
camp your mission field. I’m excited to share about the ways you can
get involved and make Huawni part
of your legacy. With your help, we
will ensure that children thrive for
generations to come, making the

Fast forward to the 21st century, and

same impact, on more lives, in the

we now live in an era where children

same old-fashioned fun way. I also

are being abused, neglected, and

hope that after you read through

spending an average of 53 hours

this booklet, you too wish you were

per week in front of a screen. The

twelve years old again, counting

Camp Huawni experience is in short

down the days until camp.

supply and more relevant than ever
before. Children long to be loved

Sincerely & Inwauh,

unconditionally, and our mission to
“love the kids” is still at the foundation of everything we do. We believe
that Camp Huawni is an essential
building block to each child’s healthy

Travis E. Adams
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1960s
Camp Huawni was the vision of lifelong educators
Earl and Retha Adams and in
1965, they began by building
a main building, four rustic
cabins and a swimming pool
in what was once a field for
growing cotton. The Main
Cabin, Lily Pad, Sweet Gum
Suite, Band Aid, and Cane
Brake were initially built
(previously known as cabins 1, 2, 3, and 4) along with
a bathhouse that is known
today as “the boys’ bathhouse”. The OC, or obstacle course, was constructed along the Pinson Creek,
complete with log bridge
(real log) and the popu-

1970s
lar-to-this-day rope swing.
Horseback riding was a simple matter of saddling up
Ole Lucky and Thunder, residents of the campgrounds
already. The first year at
Camp Huawni was a Boys
Camp, but a Girls Camp began in the second summer.
Kay Adams Sinclair was the
first camp nurse, husband
Don helped with the construction, and Mike and Pat
served as counselors, wranglers, armadillo hunt coordinators, and guides to the
Joe Shields tree and Asia
Jones barn. Storytelling was
handled by Mr. Adams, the
kitchen by Mrs. Adams and

Mrs. Rhodes, and sing songs
were led by Mike on the guitar and Pat on the washtub.
It was all the beginning of
“where a better youth arises....and the fun never sets.”
- the place where “a part of
my heart will always be at
Camp Huawni.” It was also
during this decade that Pat
married Linda Mims, and she
became his lifelong partner
and has contributed her
personal touch to Huawni
ever since. The first directors at Huawni were James
Mason, Billy Sitton, and Joe
Wylie.

Pat and Mike would soon
take the role of longtime
Directors as more and more
children began to experience the Magic of Huawni.
Camp Huawni would be
blessed with many special directors during this
decade, including David
McGinnis, Gary Patterson,
Rusty Marshall, and Tooter
Carroll. Parasailing was also
born in this decade, as Pat
became the official parasailing driver and tried on
numerous occasions to land
David in the pool. Movies
were made by Cecil B. DeMille - “The Creature from the

Black Lagoon”, “The Sons of
Elder Katy”, “Marcelle and
the Martians”, and “Charlie’s
Angels”, to name a few of
the classics. In 1979, the old
corral location became the
site of the the new Dining
Hall/Assembly Building. The
two-story cabins were built
as additional bunks were
added. In 1976, Mike married
Pam Utley (whom he met at
camp), and that union began
a partnership that has blessed Camp Huawni to this day.
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1980s
Fred Jackson was a mainstay and full-time director
starting in 1984. Fred was
soon followed by three
more incredible leaders,
Nathan Rymer, Rob Payne,
and Chris Watlington. Rob
would be known for making Camp run like a welloiled machine, encouraging
campers and staff, and mastering the Huawni Schedule
while wearing his infamous
robe, hat, and mustache.
Chris would be known for
his exceptional musical talent, skits like Cha Cha Cha,
emceeing any and every
night activity, and bringing
out the best in staff. In the

late 1980’s, the high ropes
course was built. At one
point, Huawni had the 2nd
longest zip line in Texas. The
1970’s and 1980’s began the
third generation of Huawni
Adamses with Pat and Linda
being blessed with daughters, Kara, Dana, and Lesa –
all whom grew up at camp
as pre-campers, campers,
and later as staff. Mike and
Pam also began their family
with daughter Michael Anne
and sons Travis and Austin,
who joined their cousins to
carry on the lineage and tradition of the Adams family
with Camp Huawni.

1990s

2000s

Chris and Rob continued to
energetically lead Camp in the
90’s and were instrumental in
inspiring hundreds of children
to “catch the magic”. Towards
the end of the decade, Matt
and Kara Adams (Pat and LInda’s daughter) Gregory, along
with Chase Palmer, directed
summers at Huawni. All three
were excellent at building up
kids and were instrumental
in continuing the legacy of
Huawni into the next decade.
Matt and Kara were a one-two
team who built on the legacy
before and added their own
personal touch to Huawni.
Tribal competition became
even more spirited, and the fun
continued to “never set”.

Andrew Clendenen, Laura
Bailey, and Wade Merida
came on board as directors
in 2003 and invested their
lives into LTKing, or “loving
the kids”. In 2009, the Adams legacy came full circle
when Travis (Mike and Pam’s
son), encouraged by his
mother, answered a call and
took the reigns of Huawni,
with the able assistance of
Austin Adams and Caleb Homer. Travis is dedicated to
building an incredible team

of leaders as he hopes to
attain Huawni’s long-term
vision of making Huawni the
premier Camp of the Southwest. He is taking Daddy Earl
and Mimi’s original vision,
his mom and dad’s and aunt
and uncle’s labor of love,
and lifting it to a new height
that will inspire and benefit
children and youth for generations to come.
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AL LEADERSHIP

Thank you so much for giving my children the opportunity to experience
Camp Huawni! They truly enjoy coming
to camp and, as a single mother, this is
an opportunity I would not be able to
give them without you. Camp Huawni is
more than just a summer camp. My children have made good friends and have
tons of memories. Their self-respect has
improved greatly. They even get outside
more. Camp teaches them to enjoy the
simple things in life. It’s October and
they are still roaming about the house
singing camp songs like Wagon Wheel. I
can often find them looking at pictures
or laughing together about good times
at camp. Self-respect sums up how camp
has impacted my children!! I was able to
hear a counselor speaking to my son as
we left camp this summer. He has always
struggled with self-esteem due to size
and health issues. I didn’t let him know
I heard the conversation, but he later
repeated his counselor word for word,
“You’re a great kid. You’re smart and
talented. You can do anything you put

08

your mind too.” My oldest remembers
hearing “stay awesome” on his last day.
My daughter was very shy and almost
reluctant to go to camp, but now she
wishes she could come stay an entire
summer! My youngest is full of energy
and he loves all the fun and activities at
Camp Huawni. He really enjoys spending
time with Travis and his “Daddy Mike”
(he says he has 2 grandpas now). My
children have learned to enjoy the simple
things in life, to cherish friendships, and
to be positive. They feel that the staff at
Huawni are family and so do I. Thanks
again to all the donors that support
Camp Huawni! This family has a genuine love for children. It is felt across the
camp grounds. Whether you’re donating
time, equipment, or money, I know with
all my heart that your support is multiplied with love to make Camp Huawni
the great place it is!
Alisha, Camper Parent

50 FOR 50
With Camp celebrating its 50th summer, our target is
to raise scholarships (a.k.a. camperships) for 50 children in need, or $125,000. We’re calling it “50 for 50”.
The need for scholarships continues to rise, and the
50 for 50 Campaign is a great way to make Camp your
mission field of investing in the next generation. The
50 for 50 Campaign is a tax-deductible gift.
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FINANCIAL
S T E WA R D S H I P
As Camp Huawni continues its pursuit to send more kids to Camp, we believe that it is extremely important that the giving process is both transparent and prudent for our donors.
Here is the past history of our donors’ giving, along with details on how each $1 you give
is handled.

Camp Huawni American Camping Association (ACA) 50 for 50 Campership Fund

In 2005 the Camp Huawni Alumni Association
(CHAA) was established by long-time tribe
members Fred and Angela Jackson. One main
purpose of CHAA was to provide partial and
full scholarships to children in need. Financial
hardships, divorce, a loss of a job, and other financial factors were taking a toll on long-time
Huawni families. Further, new families who
loved what Huawni was doing were wanting to
attend, but just couldn’t pay 100% of tuition
because of financial circumstances.
In 2012, Camp Huawni was able to set up a
tax-deductible scholarship fund as a member
of the American Camp Association (ACA).
This new vehicle allowed alumni and friends of
Huawni to give to children in need and receive

a tax deduction. Since then, CHAA has been
able to raise funds for returning and first-year
campers. The need for scholarships continues
to rise, and the 50 for 50 Campership Fund is
a great way to make Camp your mission field,
summer after summer. Giving to this fund
provides scholarships (a.k.a. camperships) for
children in financial need. ACA charges 7.5%
to administer this fund. Giving to the Camp
Huawni ACA 50 for 50 Fund allows donors to
give a tax-deductible gift. Camp Huawni reduces
their tuition by 7.5% so that 100% of funds go towards scholarship.

CAMPERSHIPS GIVEN, BY YEAR

GIF TS RAISED, BY YEAR

POW WOW
COMMITTEE
In July of 2013 the Pow Wow Committee met at
the Fredonia Hotel in Nacogdoches to brainstorm
the future of Camp and how to ensure that Camp
Huawni is thriving in the next 50 years. We are so
very grateful for this steering committee who has
dedicated so much time and energy into continuing the Magic of Huawni. You probably recognize
many of these folks, and each Pow Wow Committee member has put their stamp of approval on the
50 for 50 Campaign.

Mike Adams
1965-1972
1973-1984

Gary Patterson
1973-1979
1980-1987

COUNSELOR

COUNSELOR

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

FAVORITE SONG

FAVORITE SONG

Camp Song

This Old House & Bobby McGee

Pat Adams

Tricia Gossett

1965-1972
DIRECTOR 1973-1984

COUNSELOR

COUNSELOR

FAVORITE SONG

1973

FAVORITE SONG

Camp Song

This Old House

Cheryl Parker

Rob Payne

1966
COUNSELOR 1979-1980

CAMPER

CAMPER

FAVORITE SONG

Desperado

1974-1979
COUNSELOR 1982-1986
DIRECTOR 1987-2008
FAVORITE SONG

Bobby McGee & Summer

Julie Hensler
CAMPER

1970-1975
1977-1982

COUNSELOR

FAVORITE SONG

Salty Dog

Brett Holmes
1977-1978
1979-1983
DIRECTOR 2008
CAMPER

COUNSELOR

FAVORITE SONG

Summer

David McGinnis

12

1973-1982
1982-1987

George Trout
1978-1986
1987-1991

COUNSELOR

CAMPER

DIRECTOR

COUNSELOR

FAVORITE SONG

FAVORITE SONG

David Was A Baby Rabbit

When I First Came To This Land
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Chris Watlington
1986-1989
1990-1998

COUNSELOR
DIRECTOR

FAVORITE SONG

North Country Fair

Michael Anne Pritchard
1985-1994
1995-2000
DIRECTOR 2001-2003
CAMPER

COUNSELOR

FAVORITE SONG

North Country Fair

Travis Adams
1986-1995
1996-2003
DIRECTOR 2009-Present
CAMPER

COUNSELOR

FAVORITE SONG

Bobby McGee

Steve Abney
CAMPER

1998-1999
2000-2006

COUNSELOR

FAVORITE SONG

Farewell

14

50

FOR

50

COUNT ME IN! I WANT TO GIVE TO THE
50 FOR 50 CAMPAIGN FOR A CHILD IN NEED.

FUND A CAMPER

Leave your contact information.

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Select your payment method.

your contribution is tax-deductible

Thank you for making the difference in the life of a child today!
Here’s what to do next.

1
2
3
4

P L E A S E A C C E P T M Y D O N AT I O N O F

Select your donation amount

1 camper for 1 year

($2,500)

1 camper for 3 years

($7,500)

1 camper for 5 years

($12,500)

Full cabin for 1 year

($25,000)

other $ ______________________

Mail detached card or give online.
C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N
________________________________________________________
Name
________________________________________________________
Street
________________________________ _______ _____________
City 				
State
Zip
________________________________________________________
Phone
________________________________________________________
Email
________________________________________________________
Employer

Y

My company will match my gift up to the amount of

$ ___________

PAYM E N T M E T H O D

Y

Check Enclosed

Y

Credit Card

Payable to ACA Camp Huawni Campership Program
Mastercard, Visa, AmEx, or Discover

_________________________________________________
Name on Card
_________________________________________________
Card Number
_________________________________________________
Expiration Date
_________________________________________________
Security Code

Y
Y

Pay Online at CampHuawni.com/give

Y

My family or company would like to make
a matching gift of $25,000 or more

Gift of Stock or Bequest

We will contact you by phone for gift details

We will contact you by phone for gift details

Y

In addition, please contact me about making
Camp Huawni part of my Estate Plan
We will contact you by phone for gift details

D E TAT C H C A R D A N D R E T U R N T O

PO Box 1552
Henderson, TX 75653

IN 100 YEARS, IT WON'T MATTER WHAT KIND OF CAR YOU DROVE OR
HOW BIG YOUR HOUSE WAS OR HOW MUCH MONEY YOU MADE. WHAT
WILL MATTER IS THAT YOU MADE THE DIFFERENCE IN A LIFE OF A CHILD.

Chase Palmer,

DIRECTOR 1999–2000

