
Adirondack Camp

P.O. Box 97

Putnam Station, NY 12861

TOM TOM

IMPORTANT DATES
FOR SUMMER 2003:

www.adirondackcamp.com

FULL SESSION  June 22nd–Aug. 16th
SESSION I     June 22nd–July 19th
SESSION II    July 20th–Aug. 16th

PARENTS WEEKENDS     July 4th–5th
                   August 1st–2nd

Adirondack Camp

Dates to Remember!

 10/04/02 Advisory Meeting at Camp
 6/22/03 Campers Arrive!

  News From the Peninsula:

Steve Condit's house is well under way with the
foundation walls up.  It took a lot of clean dirt to back
fill behind the walls and they should soon be framing
the floor joists.  Carol is working hard on Culinary
Fun recipes for next summer and also handling all of
the office craziness.  A lot of you have already signed
up for next summer, so get your enrollment forms in
early.  Work is also underway for the NEW BOY'S
PERCH!  Tim and Steve have moved some earth and
cleared some space.  The new building will be located
on the open grassy area immediately adjacent to the
existing one.  It will not be built on top of the old one.
The weather has been spectacular at Camp and Steve
is still hopping in the lake for swims.

Summer Wish List:
Information on all of your friends and family who
attended Adirondack Camp for the 2004 reunion
planning committees.

Make your reservations now!
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Dear Friends,
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FALLHHa

Camp always seems
strangely quiet at this
time of year.  The
noisiest thing at camp
has been the telephone.
It is still ringing with
messages from parents
about odd items
brought home, bearing
someone elses name,
new requests for
information and nu-
merous contributions
to our Adirondack
Scholarship Founda-
tion for which we are
most grateful.  The
sound coming from the
ballfield has only been
that of a few chip-
munks and sometimes
the lawn mower.

New facilities are
planned for our girls also.
These will be built in the
fall of 2003.
Tim and Steve are joined
by our new full time
maintenance        worker,
Jason Hilder.  While Tim
and Steve were on vaca-
tion, Jason was busy
staining the dining hall.
He now has a great
appreciation for what a
large place it is!  We are
delighted to have him on
board.

Re-enrollment is
 going very well again
this fall.  We expect to be
full by sometime in
November.  We are quite
pleased, especially given
the current economic
climate.  We thank all
of our camper families
and friends for the num-
erous referrals we have
already received.  Don’t

Although quiet, it has
been a busy fall.  After
a short break, Tim and
Steve have returned to
begin work on our new
boys’ bath house.
“How” new perch!

forget the October 1st
deadline for current
campers to qualify for
2002 tuition rates.

Our next board meet-
ing will be held in
early October and
along with our usual
summer review will be
focusing in on our
100th anniversary
celebration and plan-
ning for summer 2003
and the return of happy
camper sounds.



Fall
T O M  T O M

The Blue Heron
August near the swamp is the best time of the year.  Gusty spring breezes and heavy winds are absent and
the water of the swamp rarely stirs beyond a ripple.  Each passing month the coppery color has deepened
and the water is at its clearest.  A beaver dam crouches in the distance.  Trees lining the shore are a full-

leaved green presence, without breaks or openings and in early evening the lake is at its loveliest.  As the
first pale gold of the sunset skims the water a deer comes through the green shore wall to stand hock high in
the water and idly pulls at some lily roots.  At the sound of our intrusion he turns to the woods with a flip of
his white tail and is out of sight in a second.  It is not only the deer that make the August night memorable.
In this place where waterbugs skirt the lily pads and a school of golden shiners splash-snap the waterbugs
something catches our eye moving slowly along the green shore.  What moves is a big heavy bird, a Great
Blue Heron, more than four feet high, a blue blob of a body on pipestem legs.  Most of its a dirty blue, but
the ridge of its head and neck are white.  August is the heron's perfect time of year.  No one sees him arrive
on his way down from Canada and no one sees him take off for a warmer South, but while he is around us
he is the star of the bog.  He can stand perfectly still and blend into the surroundings or he can pace up and

down in an area watching keenly for a careless frog or minnow while carefully tiptoeing over the grass tufts.

After awhile the heron tires.  He begins to move about slowly, head and beak down and resembles a tired
old man looking for his glasses.  Then he stops moving and finds it too much of an effort to stand on two

legs, so he draws one up and stands on one.  He seems to fall asleep.  We look away at other things.  A
kingfisher watches us from the phone line.  Birch leaves shiver with silver from a faint breeze.  Sleepy or

lazy as the heron may look, it is neither.  With our open human approach within a hundred yards on the road
the ungainly awkwardness that marks the bird on land simply disappears.  Silently, without alarm, the heron

takes to wing, coming off at a slight angle, stirring wavelets of water with the steady beats of its wings.
They are as broad as an eagle's and they give the bird tremendous speed even at a slow beat.  Slowly the

blue heron rises westerly into the orange sky.  We watch him go until he is beyond sight over the trees. The
swamp is now left to the waterbugs and chirping frogs.  We turn and head back to camp...our thoughts
contemplative of the beautiful sight we have seen.  Then, from behind comes a cry, a metallic "frawnk,

frawnk".  We turn towards the sound for it has come from the heron who has circled back towards us to land
lightly near his favorite spot.  We smile to each other, turn again and leave him in peace with the setting sun.

Quote:  "Your true character is revealed by the clarity of your convictions, the choices you make, and the
promises you keep.  Hold strongly to your principles and refuse to follow the currents of convenience.  What

you say and do defines who you are."
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FUAward Highlights Summer 2002
Dan Nassar - Gold Eagle
Award Highlights Summer 2002
Dan Nassar - GoAward Highlights Summer 2002
Dan NAward Highlights Summer 2002
Dan Nassar - Gold Eagle

Best Campers:  Alice Goldenberg & Robert Hoffman (SR),
Annie Schectman (INT), & Piers MacNaughton (JR)

John Halazs Spirit Award: Dan Nassar

Pam Warrick Award (Ranger):  Jamie Garaufis

Jackets:  TJ David, Wyn Furman, Matt Garaufis,
Robert Hoffman, & Domino MacNaughton

Big Triangle:  Joe Steiner (46:20), Ali Kudzy (59:17),
Matt Schweich (1:01:53), Robert Hoffman (1:04:30), &
Caroline Strauss (1:04:43)

Blue/White Cup:  Blue Team
assar - Gold Eagle

Best Campers:  Alice Goldenberg & Robert Hoffman (SR),
Annie Schectman (INT), & Piers MacNaughton (JR)

John Halazs Spirit Award: Dan Nassar

We Started Out!  Alumni & Staff Notes:
”Robyn Giunchetto emailed camp earlier this year to tell us that she got married last October and

that her new last name is Crehan and she is now living in Plymouth, MA.  Anyone wishing to
contact her - give camp a call or you can email her at robyn_karlayne@hotmail.com.  Megan
Fake ('86-'92) recently married Jeff Pritchard in an August wedding in Stowe, Vermont.  She

worked hard planting the window boxes over Memorial Day Weekend and they looked beauti-
ful all summer. Ryan Strohmaier emailed after camp to say that he is settling in to his new

university in Canada.  He spent time with Kyle Emslie and Shannon Fletcher and said quite a
few "How Braves" have slipped out since camp.  He is planning to come back for summer

2003.  Matt Hanig is also getting into the swing of a new school (U. Mass). He (Raine
Etteridge too) is on his school's crew team and feeling sore from the practices and says he
can be reached at mhanig@student.umass.edu.  Raine says school is cool, crew is painful,

and her apartment is "z" bomb.  She's back in Iowa and having fun.  Jared Kingsley is
putting himself through college and still working two jobs to do it. Amazing! How Jared!
Jeff Hendrich (70's-80's) is engaged to be married to an Australian named Giselle and the

wedding is planned for friends and family in Egypt sometime in 2003.  This was a wonder-
ful summer for visitors!  Val Bogdan (70's to early80's) visited with her family and parents

(Val - I lost my scrap of paper with your 2 beautiful baby's names! Email them to me
please!).  George Reilly also spent an afternoon at camp enjoying himself and checking out
all of his favorite places.  Ryan and Abby Harrell showed all of us the wonderful wedding

pictures - it was great to see them - they're house hunting and campsick - which we are very
happy about!  Mid-summer visitors also included: Heather Hall, Jeanne Ferry & Chuck,

Evelyn & Max Brouillard, KP, Abi Rankin, Courtney Lucas, Laura , Tilley, Aethena, Chris
Jockel and Shannon, Chris Snell, Jadon Nash, Jared Kingsley, Clark Briggs, and the infa-
mous "Nasty" Nate Koschman.  We also met Fred Koschman who is third in line of those
crazy Koschman men and the most handsome. Bill Dooley spent an entire week at Camp
sharing memories with our current campers about the Adirondack antics of some of their

parents.  Right after camp Dave & Dolly Bechard, Merritt & Jim Duffy, and Claire & Peter
Markow all headed out to Phoenixville, PA for a kicking surprise birthday party for "Aunt"

Jeannie hosted by Betsy Ferry.  Recently, Merritt and Jim got together with family at a
black-tie hospital fundraiser honoring a family member with Neely and Henry Clutsam,
and Andrew Dicob at the Newark based NJ Performing Arts Center.  Andrew is enjoying

his new job at Marsh & McLennan and sporting a snazzy new hairdo as well.  Special
congratulations to KJ and Lori Istok on the birth of their daughter and also to Peter and

Allison Tothy on the recent birth of their son.  How! new campers!
Gillian Menaker sent her love on September 11th to all and to say that she realized how
lucky she was to have friends like us.  She hoped everyone was safe and happy and to

light a candle for all those lost.
Keep your emails coming because you never know who might be looking for your name here.
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-Crazy Kate’s Kettle.

We had a great summer!  We did so many fun things in our activities!  Your accomplishments were amazing!  Skip-
pers in Sailing: Dan Swartz, Will Mahood, Ben Phelps, Wil Carey, Tom Samph, and Paige Medley. How!!  High-
lights of summer included Cartoon Day, Round the World Day, and one of our favorites: Wild West Day which due
to a mid-day rainout lasted two days!  Most teams "staked their claims" and all rushed for the gold strewn about in
every corner of camp.  Gold rush was so much fun.  You could use your gold to buy land or to get money for games
(like spittin' watermelon seeds with Raine, Lasso'n with Elly or horse-shoeing with Shaun) or juice and cookies in
the saloon.  Some of the outlaws included Ryan Stroh, Courtney Adams, Scott Germerad, Bauer, Ian, Deiter, Phil
Meachin and Dan Monhan.  All 12 posses did well and the winning teams were rewarded with Sundays for most
gold captured and size of claim.  Campers made Round the World Day fun with creating their own unique country
flags and played games such as Running of the Bulls, Soccer, Short track skating, and The Gum Boot toss.  Blue/
White was really emotional this summer and came to a crescendo when the ever-persevering white team tied the
Blues by winning the Awiskini plaque.  The season was then determined over a super exciting Medley.  There were
nail-biting moments on the fishing dock as the fish circled the hooks, disasters at the tent set-ups, and wayward
arrows up in the Archery range.  What a summer!  Blue prevailed in the end.  Many of us learned new lingo from
our Canadian friends Curly and Casey or was it Casey and Curly?  Hard to tell the difference
sometimes...YEEPPPP!  The dances were fun even though they got techno and the Messhall never looked better
when it was all dressed up in red for Canada Day and then red, white, and blue for the 4th of July.  The Rangers
survived their summer (we knew they would!) and saw a lot of the Adirondacks with Kyle and fiddle-playing
Amanda.  From canoeing Raquette Lake to sailing down to the lower islands of Lake George - they did it all - even
lifeguard training.  So helpful during Parent's Weekends as well.  The advanced rockclimbers went to Rumney, New
Hampshire and they even got a bit of bouldering in.  Fishing even went on overnights too!  The island swims were
terrific and over 60 % of all campers participated - no matter how long it took them to finish - HOW! Nicky Strunc
at 2:25:01!  You Rock!  We watched the stars through our brand new telescope (thanks again Gordon!) and had the
good fortune of seeing the Northern Lights both during and after camp.  Due to the dry weather and intense heat we
made the absolute most of the lake and rest hour and all of our activities.  Nature was resurrected and Swing Dance
was as popular as ever.  We had new activities including Frisbee Golf, WWO, and Crokinoh.  Publicity included two
newspapers: The Chronicle and The Times Union of Albany with both visiting Camp for separate articles in papers
that came out in August.  I could go on and on and on and that is why we love Camp so much because when we
need to pick our spirits up or daydream for awhile...hmmmm...we have many wonderful memories of each other and
the things we did to choose from.  Noonway to all of you, thank you for a special summer and know that Camp
waits for your return...Merritt
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Award Highlights Summer 2002

Dan Nassar - Gold Eagle

Best Campers:
 Alice Goldenberg & Robert Hoffman (SR)

Annie Schectman (INT)

 Piers MacNaughton (JR)

John Halazs Spirit Award: Dan Nassar

Pam Warrick Award (Ranger):  Jamie Garaufis

Jackets:  TJ David, Wyn Furman, Matt Garaufis,
Robert Hoffman, & Domino MacNaughton

Big Triangle:  Joe Steiner (46:20), Ali Kudzy
(59:17),
Matt Schweich (1:01:53), Robert Hoffman
(1:04:30),
& Caroline Strauss (1:04:43)

Blue/White Cup:  Blue Team

STEAK ITALIAN STYLE

1 Lb. Boneless beef round steak cut into 1/2 inch thick
pieces
3 TBS, olive oil
1 cup sliced onions
1 large  clove garlic crushed
1 8oz. Can tomato sauce
1 16oz. can plum tomatoes quartered
1 1/2 cup beef broth
1 1/2 tsp.salt
1 tsp. Each of pepper & oregano
3 cups of sliced zucchini
1 lb. Bag egg noodles -  short cut
1/3 cup grated parmesan cheese

Cut meat into 1/4 in. strips, saute in olive oil until
brown on all sides,add onions and garlic: cook  3
minutes longer. Stir in tomato sauce,tomatoes,  broth
and seasonings. Cover and simmer 30 minutes.
Add zucchini, replace cover and continue cooking 15
minutes longeror until  meat and vegetables are tender.

Serve over noodles and sprinkle with cheese.
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. "Sir" Peter's Ponderings:

Why does Heat Lightning always seem far away?
And why don't you ever hear thunder?

Sir Peter's answer:
Heat lightning is actually distant lightning produced by an electrical storm too far way to be seen by us
at Camp.  What we see is the reflection of the distant lightning on the clouds.  There is thunder where
the lightning is occurring, but it is too far way for us to hear it.

 Poem:
The sun reflects upon the moon
the moon upon my heart
bright stars reach down and almost touch
the mirror of still water
the northern lights play back and forth
in shades of green and rose
and calling loons accentuate
the silence of the night

Glistening with dew…a spider's web
holds the morning light
a solitary heron stands
doubled in the swampland pool
and for one timeless moment
I find my soul reflecting

Ceremoniously the setting sun
breathes color to the heavens
and off I sail on a gull's white wings
high in the tranquil sky
I hear the wild wind symphony
Dream of simple beauty
For the spirit of creation
Has picked me up and set me free…

Tom Tom Contributors:
Merritt Duffy  Linda Goodwin Carol Macrini
Peter Markow  Tim Condit

Please call or email us with what is going on in
your life for our next TOM TOM.

OCTOBER 1st DEADLINE

Secure your place now!  Don’t forget to re-
enroll your camper by October 1st, 2002 in order

to qualify for the lower 2002 tuition price.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

CAMPINGCommon Sense
 Hike within your capabilities and tell someone where
you're going
Don't be afraid to turn back if necessary
Allow enough time to hike
Take plenty of water to drink
Sign in at the trail register
Dress in layers to anticipate weather changes
Keep to the trail and use your good common sense

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

GEORGE BARTON SEPTEMBER 1st.
BEN ROSENTHAL SEPTEMBER 1st.
MATT WEEKS SEPTEMBER 20th.
JEFFREY DROMS SEPTEMBER 5th.
LIZ BUCHANAN SEPTEMBER 6th.
LEIGH TUNNEY SEPTEMBER 6th.
ZEKE HIRSCHBERG SEPTEMBER 8th.
LUKE PELULLO SEPTEMBER 9th.
SCOTT BALL SEPTEMBER 9th.
CLAY BLACKISTON SEPTEMBER 15th.
TESSA RESTA-FLARER SEPTEMBER 15th.
BRIAN RACKSON SEPTEMBER 15th.
CLARKE FOX SEPTEMBER 16th.
JEN SQUIER SEPTEMBER 17th.
MATT AMSTERDAM SEPTEMBER 19th.
ALLISON KUDZY SEPTEMBER 20th.
DARIA BADINI SEPTEMBER 23rd.
TAYLOR HIEL SEPTEMBER 25th.
LUCAS ISSACHAROFF SEPTEMBER 25th.
MARGOT da CUNHA SEPTEMBER25th.
CHET DARROW SEPTEMBER 24th.

Herbie’s Hints for Hooks, Line, and Sink-
ers:

You can defrost frozen fish quickly by placing it in
a sealed plastic bag (if not already frozen that way)
and putting the bag in a sink or bowl of lukewarm
water. Replace the water a few times if necessary,
and cook the fish immediately when thawed.
Yummy.


