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Join us for the
‘2000 Camper/Alumni Reunion

We will be gathering together again this year at the New York
Armory for our annual Camper/Alumni Reunion.  Word has it
that the Blue team has challenged the White as to which can
produce the largest turn out! Campers and alumni along with their
families are invited to share in an afternoon of fun. New campers
and their families are especially welcome and we hope that they
will use this opportunity to meet our many warm and friendly
Adirondack families.  The date is February 12th.  The time is
from noon to 3 PM.  The location is the New York Amory, 643
Park Ave., New York City.  Call with any questions or sugges-
tions.
Don’t miss out on the fun!  See you there.

Matt and Linda

A speicial thanks goes to the following families for their generrous dona-
tions to our Drama costume department. The Darius Brown family and the
family of Robin Watts.   Thanks also to Stephanie Downes (camper
1983&1984) for her generous offer of videos.
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Crazy Kate’s Kettle.

Memories From the ’90th Year Reunion in 1994

“Running to use the Coke machine on the Main House on Boy’s Days.  Echo taps.  Jim Beckman’s (er, Chief
Blue Eagle’s) descent down the Awiskini Cliffs.  The cookout shift with “Sir” John.  Canoeing to LGV and back.
War Canoe over War Canoe rescue.  All the life long friends I made.”  KJ Istok (70’s thru 80’s, White)

“Great Place!”  J. Richard deBart, Jr. (58-63, Blue)

“The cabins look the same thank goodness! No screens, No video games.”  John Lippincott (66-69, Blue)

“Leading the camp to Awiskini.  Canoe trip to Montreal (5 days).  Capture the Flag.  Blue / White.  Trip to Hague
for ice cream (inspection winners) with Colonel Bill in the Eagle - fastest boat on the lake).  Dances at the Girl’s
camp down the lake.  Rode the first fire torch on horseback up the mountain behind Intermediate.”  Henry
Clutsam (55-62, 80’s & 90’s parent, White)

“Adirondack has been a magical kingdom of youth for me.  The native mountains, the precious waters and the
friends will always be an adventure in my heart.”  Jason Berkin (82-91, Blue)

“There are so many…In the early 40’s, every Sat. evening the whole camp would meet for a picnic on the rock
near Sr. cabins where we would consume the best hamburgers…then a mad dash to the dining hall for a popular
reeled movie after which we would make our way, in the dark, back to our cabins where we would fall into a
deep and contented sleep as taps could be heard in the distance.  Amen!”  John B. Fiery (Jock) (43-47, Blue)

“How all counselors wanted to be Peter Badini’s best friend on Parent’s Weekends when his gorgeous sister,
Linda, came up. The refrains of Nat King Cole’s ‘Rambling Rose’ from Jane Warrick’s phonograph.  Collecting
Tidbits all summer for the Bag Book – my recitations of embarrassments at the staff show.  Trying to figure out
how to tell Sir Dudd that he was not supposed to swim alone when he did his lap swims for conditioning when I
was head of swimming one year – I never did. The thrill of getting up on waterskis for the first time and the time
I mixed cocoa with scrambled eggs at a camp out on Iroquois Point and how everyone hated them.  The peace
and sadness of Candlelight service.  Mandatory haircuts and watching the perennial movie ‘Shane’. As a parent
seeing the Lundberg/Halasz totem pole finished, painted, and standing at the Awiskini grounds.  Sir John making
every jr. get a piece of marble at the Proctor Quarry, so he could work his masonry magic back at camp with the
“A” in front of the candy store.  As a parent - the pride I felt when my daughter, Amy, became the first female
‘Blue Eagle’ in ’92.  Waiting for the cannon to go off at Retreat.  Hearing a voice across the courtroom in the
1970’s call ‘Sir Scott’ and it coming from a fellow attorney Chuck Schlosser who was part of the Ohio contin-
gent at Adirondack.  Scott Briggs (58-68, Parent 88-present, White)
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FULL SESSION June 28th–Aug.
22nd
SESSION I June 28–July 25th
SESSION II July 26–Aug. 22nd

PARENTS WEEKENDS July 10–12th
August 8–10th

”

“Adirondack was my entire world growing up I lived for it during the long school years where sometimes
letters just weren’t enough to pass the time.  The anticipation of camp was wrenching until it was finally
time to pack the trunk and head for the mountains.  Camp magic would take over as I rode down the hill to
the basketball courts.  From moonlit swims to repelling off Anthony’s Nose and climbing Mt. Marcy too
many times.  The trips to Stewart’s made it so worth it.  First love and companionship of friends.  Learn-
ing to drive in Beckman’s rabbit was really something.  Camp was a steppingstone for me into adulthood.

Its greatest gifts to me have been courage, hope, and self confidence. Seeing Pam Stone at a Dead Show
in the 80’s – we danced in the parking lot of Giants Stadium”  Merritt Duffy (79-85, 99-?, Blue)

“Age 7 - the youngest pipsqueak in camp – watching the bonfire leaping high during Friday night
Awiskini.”  Keith Lorenz (44, Blue)

“I try to contribute as much as my budget commands it.  I know it is just a speck, but I give it with the
same idea as I did everything…every time for the Camp.”  Sir John Halasz (54-93, 99)

We hope to collect more of these great timeless memories at our next 100th gathering in 2004.
Please help us to find our fellow friends, parents, grandparents, and counselors from all decades
at camp who live around the country and the world.  Their addresses, emails, and or phone
numbers will be so appreciated!  If you would like a complete copy of this booklet put together
by Clark’s father Scott Briggs – let Merritt know via e-mail at moonlightonwater@rcn.com.
Noonway!

(“Memories” continued)
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Please call or email us with what is going on in
your life for our next TOM TOM.

Kayak

The first time out in one
seems clumsy
when you have been accustomed
to an American canoe
that glides so easily
(and can just as easily overturn
if you do not hold your bow & stern
firmly in mind and
separate.
You must know where your place is
and keep it wholly
do not try to shift
and remember to hold your paddle clearly to one side
left or right —— don’t dabble.)

In a kayak
you sit anywhere you like
and always dip with a double paddle
neither side is the head
either side is the head
since both pull with equal weight
and you grasp in the center:

Kayak, a most peculiar word
that you can spell
from either end
and come out
even.

CAMPER TID-BITS
We hope that Christina Barber  is totally recov-
ered by now.  She recently wrote us that “On
October 20, 1999 I was at my acting class.  I was
sitting in a chair that had very slippry feet and I
was sitting backwards.  I leaned back against the
wall and the chair slipped out from under me.
The chair hit me under my eye and I got 23
stiches.” Leyla Hamedi recently wrote us about
her exciting trip to Tanzania in Africa.  She says
“We got to take part in a lot of fun drama related
workshops, perform a play we put together, watch
plays by other attending schools and basically
have a lot of fun”  While there she also went on a
safari and drank a lot of water to keep cool.  Back
home in Turkey they continue to have small and
large earthquakes but all of our camper families
are fine.  Leyla is counting the months till Camp
opens.  Heather Duffy recently had her braces
removed and now has a gorgeous Lady Bug
retainer.  Congratulations to Charlotte Kaye who
has been busy rehearsing for her upcoming school
performance of “The Sorcerer’s Stone”  She is
playing Harry Potter. HOW Charlotte!  Andy Ball
has been studying a lot  and enjoying the snow.
Ice skating and basketball are filling up his free
time.  Molly Ayer has also been taking advantage
of the cold and snowey weather.  She has been ice
skating, skiing and playing in the snow.  Russell
Bradley has been spending his time taking and
enjoying his tennis lessons.  Nicole Campbell is
taking Teakwondo.  She is currently a senior Red
Belt and is working on abtaining her Black Belt.
She, too, has been playing in the snow and long-
ing for Camp to start.  Greetings from the
Aboumrad Family in Mexico.  Both Gerardo
and Roberto keep talking about what a great time

they had last summer at Camp at Adirondack and are
counting the days until their return.  A big “HOW” to
Phoebe Dunn who recently performed in the ballet “The
Nutcracker” at Suny Purchase.  “There were lots of people
there and it was scary but very exciting.”



W i n t e r

5
T O M  T O M

CAROL’S CULINARY
FUNSTERS CORNER

Merritt’s  Quote
“Like the light of a candle, a family’s love illu-
minates all it shines on.”  S.K. Panian

“Sir” Peter’s Ponderings

WHICH GAMES DO THEY PLAY?
Of 3 friends at camp:   2 like to Rock Climb
                                     2 Kayak &
                                     2 play Tennis
The one who doesn’t play Tennis doesn’t Kayak
and the one who does not Kayak does not like to
Rock Climb.  Which activity does each camper
play?
Answer is on the Fun Page!  Think about it!  No peeking!

Go-Fishing Tomato Soup*

Ingredients
3 cups tomato juice
4 tablespoons onions,minced
2 tablespoons parsley
1/2 teaspoon basil
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup milk
goldfish cheese crackers

combine tomato juice with onions and spices
in a saucepan over medium high heat.Bring to
a boil stirring occasionally.
Lower heat,add milk and stir until creamy and
Warm.(don’t let the milk boil,or it will form a
Skin on the top.

Ladle into bowls and sprinkle goldfish crackers
Into soup. Use your spoon to go fishing for the
crackers.

I’ts okay to swallow these goldfish.

*Excerpted from “Kids Are Cookin” by Karen
Brown
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We Started Out!  Alumni & Staff Notes:

Sarah Tongs “A big hi to everyone in (especially to Deer Cabin)!!!  Everything is going well all the way down here in
Tasmania.  Have been keeping busy working as a teacher’s aide at my former school and will be enrolling into University for
next year.  School starts in February and ends in November for us.  Thank you all so much for a terrific summer.  I had a
fantastic summer and have a lot of unforgettable memories.  Even though it was my first time at Adirondack Camp it feels as
though I have known you all for life.  I trust that you are all well and happy.  Miss you all tons!!  Hugs.”  We have heard from
the X-Man (Xander Holl ) and he is on the road a lot for his Archery tournaments and is sad that he probably won’t be able
to come back this summer.  He has a great girlfriend that he spends most of his free time with.  He’s very optimistic about
summer 2001 and says if he does get over to the USA this year it would be for some travelling with his girlfriend and he
promised he would visit camp.  A huge HOW!! To Mitch Mitchell (Mr. Sailing Extraordinaire) has finally bought himself his
own sailboat.  It is a Rhodes 19’ two man racing sailboat that he will be getting a lot of use out of in Marblehead MA bay.
We are sure that he is eagerly looking forward to teaching babies Hugh and Alice the finer points of cutting opponents off
while rounding buoys!  “Kia ora te whanau (Hi Family).  Just a quickie from Kiwi land and summer.  Hope you are all good
and loving what you are doing.  Missing you and hoping to get back to camp this season, but at the mo can’t see it happen-
ing.  Got a job, a car and a crazy weekend life; kayaking, camping, and surfing.  No babies no marriage so safe for now.  Hot
spot for new Year’s Eve?  Gisbourne New Zealand – first city to see the sun in 2000, she’ll be packed! Have  a good one and
see you soon!” Love, Leeeeeeeeeeeeeeee   Andy Butts checked in to say that school is tough and he’s doing a ridiculous
amount of schoolwork including 32 page essay due December 3rd – his last day of classes.  His Thanksgiving was good and
asked Merritt to send him more brownies.  Deiter Ludwig is having a good time at school and is psyched for the summer to
come.  He has visited camp a few times with Courtney Adams and is working on getting camp some more awesome kayaks
and is already thinking about what trips they can take in them.  Neil Mundie has been in Australia for awhile now working as
a temporary for a direct marketing firm in Melbourne and will be there through Christmas and then on to Tasmania before
heading west to Perth.  He’s all set to return to Camp for summer 2000 and will most likely spend some time in Japan on his
way to us.  Sandy Janow (former camper / staff 50-60’s)  checks in to camp on the message board to tell us some memories
of camp and to tell us his nephew’s stepson will be attending camp this summer.  How! next generation! Congratulations to
Chris Geissman who is currently studying in Greece on a Fullbright Scholarship.  Bill Dooley recently visited Camp for a
couple of days. He has purchased and renovated a beautiful old home in Provence, France called “Mas Capon”.  When not
there, he is renting it out so, if interested, give him a call.   It was great to see him and to share Adirondack stories.  We heard
from Robin Mayer over the holidays.  She is moving once again but keeps us informed as to her whereabouts.  She says both
brothers are well and each have three adorable kids.  Robin continues to love her job and was recently appointed Adjunct
Professor of Law for the work their firm does with the Legal Practice Unit.  A special thanks to all of you who have returned
your alumni information forms and always a thank you for keeping us updated.

Do you recognize this famous former Adirondackee?  If not,
you might want to check out the February issue of Talk
magazine.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 2004
  is only 5 summers away.  Camp is
gearing up for its 100th reunion and will
need lots of help!  Let Matt or Linda
know if you would be interested in
helping on a committee.  More to come
as the months progress

Tom Tom Contributors:
Matt Basinet
Linda Goodwin
Carol Macrini
Tim Condit
Merritt Duffy
Peter Markow

 Artyom Kretov  February 2nd

Oliver Vereschagin  February 4th.
Ranger Mack  February 11th.
Mary Taylor Gibbs  February 11th.
Louis Steiner              February 11th.
Michael Stokvis  February 17th.
Katherine Oberwager  February 17th.
Guillermo Aquirre  February 18th.
Max Licker  February 19th.
Oliver Dallas  February 26th.
Nicole Campbell  February 22nd.
Maren Shapiro             February 23rd.
Eric Markow  February 23rd.
Molly Ayer  February 23rd.
Charlotte Thompson  February 24th.
Alexander Hess  February 24th.

Herbie’s Hints for Hooks, Lines, and Sinkers

Fish tend to be more plentiful just prior to rain because the low pressure system in the atmosphere
loosens food from the bottom of lakes and streams, letting it rise to the surface.  Before it rains – the fish
will come!

There’s still time to Join! Send a postcard for your registration to:

Worm Hunter’s International
Attn:  Buck O. Worms

           286 Baxter Street
           Tolland, CT   06084



Adirondack Camp

P.O. Box 97

Putnam Station, NY 12861

TOM TOM

IMPORTANT DATES
FOR SUMMER 2000:

w w w . a d i r o n d a c k c a m p . c o m

FULL SESSION  June 25th–Aug. 19th
SESSION I     June 25th–July 22nd
SESSION II    July 23th–Aug. 19th

PARENTS WEEKENDS     July 7th–9th
                   August 4th–6th

Dates to Remember!
1/28/00 Lancaster Country Day Fair 5pm.
1/29/00 Greenwich Academy, CT Fair 11am
1/29/00 Chestnut Hill, PA Fair 11am
2/05/00 Glen Urquhart, MA Fair 11am
2/05/00 Delbarton School, NJ  Fair 11am
2/06/00 Philips Academy, MA Fair 12pm
2/06/00 Princeton Day School, NJ Fair 12pm
2/12/00 Winter Gathering, NYC                         12pm
3/03/00 Advisory Mtg.
3/11/00 1st Reunion planning Meeting, NYC
4/07/00 Advisory Mtg.
5/26/00 Memorial Day Work Weekend at Camp
6/25/00 Camper’s Arrive!!!! Waaahoooobie!

  News From the Peninsula:
Tim tells us that all of the new underground electric wires have
been installed, back-filled and top-dressed.  They lifted the docks
and  spent Christmas with Courtney and Haley’s family in
Vermont.  After a slight diversion to unfreeze the pipes in the
Main house,  they’ll start to renovate the Nature building for Matt
and Dolly’s new office.  It will be getting a brand new floor, an
electric upgrade, and working windows for better air circulation.
Tim is optimistic that it will be a great improvement to this
under-utilized building.  The last remaining stump from Hurri-
cane Floyd near riflery on the road will be removed soon and
drawings for a very large new pavilion to be built up at the old
riflery range are underway.  How!! It will be a new place for
Rainy Days & Fencing!! Tim and Steve have also put in new
drainage down by the Mess Hall to divert water when it rains.
 On an very exciting note - they saw a pair of Bald Eagles flying
in Glenburnie Cove!  The birds looped, circled and one dove to
the water for a fish.  Awesome!  This is their migrating time and
they felt fortunate indeed to see the eagles.  Tim is quite the
nature boy lately – he and Midnight came face to face with a
moose less than 10’ from his truck as it crossed the road near the
Ti paper mill.  He couldn’t believe how huge it was.  Its back was
taller than his truck and had a wide rack of antlers on it.  Middy
was shaking after seeing it.
Summer Wish List:
Working ceiling fans and or air-conditioner for the Nature
building. Golf Clubs, New or little used Tennis Balls If you have
an item that you think camp can use – please call the office.  We
can easily coordinate picking it up from you.


