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Since the creation of
“www.adirondackcamp.com”
during the summer of 1996,
Andy Butts’ online creation
has been visited by over 4
thousand people around the
world and has received
awards for its technical prow-
ess. Many of our current
families used the Web to re-
search Adirondack, including
virtually all of our foreign
campers.

For the past ten months, a
select group of ADK/Web
junkies, led by Andy Butts,
have been designing the
NEW Adirondack Camp
Online. They have created a
myriad of interesting features
that will make you come back
to the web site again and
again!  Here’s a quick peek at
what you’ll find:

New Front Page: It has
snazzy buttons and the clas-
sic aerial view of camp.  It
also won’t tax your modem.

The Eagle:  Current
campers!  Check out this area
around your birthday time,
read past and present issues
of the Tom Tom, and a whole
lot more.

Alumni: That means
present campers and staff
too!  Look here for photo al-
bums, email addresses, a
message board, a guest book,
and a list of  “missing”
alumni.  The latest word
from camp on alumni issues
will be posted here first.

Activity Map: Click on
your favorite activity at ADK
and up comes a description
and pictures from  summers.

Other Tidbits: There are
several other areas on the
web site, including ex-
tensive information
for parents,
d ow n l o a d a b l e
staff and camper
applications, a
link specifically
for interna-
tional campers,
fun pictures of
last summer,
areas to leave
messages for
y o u r
cabinmates ,
and audio and video streams
of activities including the
Adirondack song!

Initial response to our new
site from potential campers,
returning campers, staff, and
alumni has been overwhelm-
ing. Yet the only way to find
out what’s there is to experi-
ence it for yourself. We hope
you keep returning to see
what’s new!

An Adirondack cyber-
”How!” to Andy Butts for his
undying dedication to this
project and  special thanks to
Kevin Porterfield (KP), and
Lawler Kang for their sup-
port. We look forward to see-
ing you online!

New Adirondack Camp
activity map can be seen
online. Click on your favorite
activity to start your journey....
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NOONWAY,

MATTHEW BASINET,
DIRECTOR

Director’s
LakeView
“From One Great
Summer to Another”

N o o n w a y
Adirondackees!

Thanks for a really
terrific summer! We
could not have had such
a great time without all
of your help and sup-
port. Hats off to all par-
ents, campers and our
hard working and tal-
ented staff! Even though
camp is quiet now
wihout all of the hustle
and bustle of camper ac-
tivities, the penisula is
alive with the season’s
changes. The leaves
throughout Adirondack
are turning deeps shades
of  yellow, orange and
red. Ducks are stil l
swimming in junior
cove. Birds and squirrels
are scurrying across the
penisula hunting for
food in preparation for
the cold winter ahead.

At camp, all are hard
at work on Fall projects.
Tim and Steve have
closed down all of the
cabins, started cleaning
trees out from behind the
girl’s line, and are begin-
ning work on a brand
new volleyball court lo-
cated near the boy’s se-
nior line! We even have
John, the Chef helping
stain the woodwork in
the mess hall!

The Adirondack advi-
sory board has already
met twice to plan next
summer’s activities and
fun. They have been busy
sending out information
to new kids and to the
lucky  21 campers who
have already signed up
for next  summer. We
even have Carol publish-
ing a Culinary Fun cook-
book that she will  be
sending out to all culi-
nary Adirondackees.

We are proud to an-
nounce that we will be
finishing the new camp
video by the winter holi-
days. One of  the best
parts about the new

video is that it features
many of you! Look for us
this winter at your
schools during camp
fairs and  stop by to say
hello!

 Despite all  of  its
natural beauty in the fall,
Adirondack is not com-
plete without all of you.
Please remind your par-
ents about the October
31st (Halloween) dead-
line to save on camp tu-
ition and ensure your
spot for 1998. We are ex-
pecting a very full camp
next summer and I hope
that you will be a part of
our family. Happy Hal-
loween from all of us at
Adirondack!



THANK YOU FROM
THE OWNERS OF
ADIRONDACK!
Thanks for all  Of  the Referrels!
Adirondack had a great summer! Thanks to all of you

for telling your family and friends what a special place

camp really is. Keep those referrals coming!

If you haven’t returned the end-of-the-summer question-

naire- please do so. We  read them carefully and take your

suggestions and criticisms to heart.

–Linda, Alex, Shawn, & Lawler
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    OCTOBER 31st is the last
day to save on next summer’s
tuition.  Please call camp to
reserve your child’s space
soon.

Act Fast

to Save

On Tuition!

the bewitching

hour reminder

IMPORTANT DATES
FOR SUMMER 1998:

FULL SESSION June 28th–Aug. 22nd

SESSION I June 28–July 25th

SESSION II July 26–Aug. 22nd

T O M  T O M
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Furious winds churn the

storm-gray surface of Lake

George on this afternoon.

With a crash of thunder, the

rain begins, huge drops

bouncing off the waves like

Ping-Pong balls.  Pleasure

craft head for cover, but tour

boats steam on, giving their

passengers a look at the dark

side of the Queen of Ameri-

can Lakes.  It’s a perfect day

for an exploration of what

might be called Lake

George’s spookiest piece of

land:  Tea Island.

Teacup-shaped Tea Is-

land stands out among Lake

George islands; it’s the lakes

southernmost island and

among its tiniest.  Histori-

cally known as Two-Mile Is-

land, its supposed distance

from Caldwell, the original

name of the settlement at the

foot of the lake, it’s actually

about a mile from Lake

George Village.  From the

steel pier, Million Dollar

Beach, and the decks of the

tour boats, tourists glimpse

the tree-shrouded tract and

wonder what it holds.

On summer mornings,

as the fog slowly burns off the

Tea Island
by Cheryl Lyn Dybas

Reprinted with permission
from Adirondack Life
Magazine.

”...ghosts from that

time linger here, and

stories of long-buried

treasure still attract

would-be looters....”

A Spooky Tale from
One of Lake George’s
Many Islands....boo!

island is revealed in layers.  In

evenings the mountains be-

hind tea island capture the

sun as it sinks to the west.

With deep green conifers

shading its dark interior, Tea

Island seems a place of eerie

mystery and hidden treasure,

its recesses private chambers

in an ancient castle.  One

imagines the place to be

home to kings and queens or

spirits of the lake and forest.

Or maybe was haunted by a

centuries-old unsolved mur-

der or buried treasure.

Privately owned now

through most of the past two

centuries, Tea island is off

limits to the public.  But the

Tuttle family owner’s and the

island’s tenants - the Sinnot

family agreed to indulge the

curiosity of us outsider’s.

Just as the storm begins to

clear, we arrive with Homer

Tuttle in his antique wooden

boat.  After securing the boat

we climb onto a floating dock

the color of driftwood.  Steep

wooden stairs that sway with

the lake’s waves lead to a

shady, root lined pathway

into another world.  We look

around to a place out of Alice

in Wonderland where things

usually large have somehow

become small.  Dwarfed

shrubs- teaberry- fittingly

line the trail, which heads to

a point on the islet’s north

end.  Tea Island is home to

more than a hundred species

of trees, shrubs, and flowers,

a botanists delight for such a

small place.  Boggy hum-

mock with elderberry, low

blueberry and partrigeberry

bushes.  A carpet of moss,

broken here and there with

the leaves of wintergreen

plants, muffles the sound of

our passing.

“Historians have con-

firmed that this was a war-

time lookout post back

through the centuries,”

Homer explains, “maybe

back to the French and In-

dian War.”  According to leg-

end, ghosts from that time

linger here, and stories of

long-buried treasure still at-

tract would-be looters.

“They’re looking for gold

supposedly hidden on Tea

Island in the 1700’s,” explains

Tuttle.

In 1757 the French Gen-

eral Montcalm stationed sol-
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“Just before dawn the

next day, they went

out onto the lake and

were never seen again”

diers on the mainland near

the island.  Prior to attacking

Fort William Henry, he had

gold stashed on the island for

safekeeping.  His treasurer, so

the story goes, was caught

embezzling the funds.  The

man was hanged not far from

the spot where we now stand.

To this day, Tea Island is sup-

posedly haunted by his re-

morseful spirit, whose dole-

ful cries can sometimes be

heard.

After the American

Revolution, two Frenchmen

mysteriously appeared in the

village, where they purchased

picks and shovels and hired

a rowboat.  Just before dawn

the next day, they went out

onto the lake and were never

seen again. The rowboat and

tools were later found on the

mainland across from Tea Is-

land.  On the island’s north

end was a freshly dug trench,

in the middle of which was a

hole about the size and shape

of an iron kettle.  Legend

claims that Montcalm’s trea-

surer had a map smuggled to

his family in France indicat-

ing the spot where he had

buried the stolen money.  His

relatives may have been the

peculiar adventurers of that

200 hundred year old tale.

We turn to face a small

diminutive cabin just behind

the cove.  A previous owner,

William Spier, planned to

build a small castle on

theland when he acquired the

island in 1899.  He hired an

isarchitect and blueprints

were completed, but the cha-

teau never materialized.

The feeling of falling

down a rabbit hole into

Alice’s wonderland is stron-

ger here than anywhere else

on the island.  Protruding

trees roots near the cabin

have become monsters, their

foot-high gnarls ready to

send the unwary visitor

sprawling.  The window

boxes lining the cabin’s exte-

rior are dainty; no more than

a few inches long and are

filled with tiny florets.  The

porche’s screen door bangs

open in the wind to reveal a

pine paneled room where

everything within has some-

how shrunk in size: the re-

frigerator, stove, sink, and

fireplace all might fit in a

dollhouse.  Above the min-

iature fireplace hangs a paint-

ing of  Tea Island; pine

boughs line the hearth.  The

cabin was finished before the

Tuttle family owned the is-

land and Eugene Small cre-

ated it in 1929 for his daugh-

ter Hannah.

It doesn’t take long for us to

finish our tour of the cabin,

and soon we’re back outside,

heading for the island’s south

end on another moss-cov-

ered track.  Mushrooms are

like tiny umbrellas planted in

the path, and ferns flourish-

ing in the shade form a

nearby field of deep-green

fronds.  We reach the water’s

edge and a treeless jumble of

rocks that looks out toward

Lake George Village.

My tour of the haunted

parcel has come to an end.  I

reluctantly leave the site and

make my way back toward

Tuttle’s boat.  Who among us

doesn’t dream of an island of

his or her own?  Thirty years

of wondering what lurked in

the shadowed heart of this

tiny islet has produced yet

one more story in Tea

Island’s trove of true and

tall tales.
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A Poem by Sara Kate Bilman
Lots to say
Much to do
I can’t stop talking about you
I love this place like no other
and my heart seems here
and not with another
I laughed. I cried, Oh how I cried
I tried  to move on, yes I tried
But I will stay just one more day,
In my memories, amongst the trees,
the lake and the bees
Will I stay, I cannot say,
Oh, how I wish it was may
One day closer, yes indeed.
To the place I truly need
A soul’s elixir for me & you
It will always stand strong and trueName the White Boat.

Remember the spray the glistening white hull
and the hundreds of times it pulled all of

you out f the water to cruise you around
on skis. Our boat needs a name. Send us

your ideas and if we use yours - we will
send you a camp shirt!

New On The Peninsula!
Tim & Steve Condit have begun their busy Fall work
projects around camp. Beside kicking throwing tennis
balls for Niki now that you are not there, Tim and Steve
have been working diligently to put camp to bed for the
winter. Some of their Fall projects include:

• A NEW SAND FILLED VOLLEYBALL COURT
below the senior boy’s line!

• Leveling the land behind the girl’s line to divert the
flow of water towards the lake and away from the
cabins. The cabins will also be made level.

• Our great Chef John Smith is working on the
interior of the mess hall to make it even better
than before.

Fall Picture Contest
Be A part of a long legacy of
Adirondack Camp artists! Draw
your favorite view or memory of
camp for the Camp Holiday Card

Mail your 8x10 drawing to us be-
fore Thanksgiving and we will let
you know the winner in the next
Tom Tom. The prize is a surprise !

CONTESTS!
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Here it is funster’s The recipe I refused to put in the cook-
book. You win I lose. Enjoy

NO BAKE COOKIES

1/2 cup milk
1 stick butter or margarine
2 cups sugar
4 tbs.. Cocoa
3/4 tsp. peanut butter
1 tsp. vanilla
3 & 1/2 cups oatmeal

In a sauce pan melt, milk, butter, sugar & cocoa.  Bring
to a boil for 3 minutes. Remove from heat and stir in
peanut butter, vanilla & oatmeal. Quickly spoon onto
foil. Cool & serve. ENJOY !

The cookbooks have Been mailed out to all campers who
participated this summer. If you have not received yours
yet. Please let me know. Send me your favorite recipes for
next summer’s classes and cookbook. Happy Halloween.
BOO !!

–Carol

C A M P E R
TIDBITS:
Antonia Croghan has been
putting her culinary ex-
pertise to good use. She
recently told Carol that she
made the Thimble Cook-
ies and her mother really
liked them. How! Antonia!
Keep baking!

Victor Eng made deviled
eggs for his family and his
mom loves having him in
the kitchen. How Victor!

This space is for you to tell
us what’s  happening in
your lives. We want to hear
about school, family,
friends, pets, and vaca-
tions. How much candy
did you get in your Trick-
or-Treat bags this year?
Where is the coolest place
you went sledding? Send
us a postcard or visit us on
the website. We have pro-
vided a tear-off postcard
inside this newsletter.

THE
R E S U LT S
ARE IN...
Thank you to all
Adirondakees who re-
turned their question-
naires from last summer.
We take your comments to
heart (and to stomach)
and, therefore, make the
following promise based
on your comments:

We will NOT have
MEATLOAF on the menu
next summer!

CAROL’S

CULINARY

FUNSTERS

CORNER

PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO REMIND
YOUR PARENTS TO ENROLL EARLY
Our early enrollment special ends

October 31st...time is running out!
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How Baby Adirondakees!
• John Smith and his wife are expecting a baby very soon.
• Sarah (Dunning) Brittain and Rob announce the birth of their

 second child, Patrick. Patrick was born on 9/4/97 (7lbs. 7 ounces).
They also have a little girl Caitlin (2).

• Nancy (Bebb) Baghaei-Rad and Moe are expecting in December.
• Mitch Mitchell and his wife Renee are expecting this spring.
• Our thoughts are with Jim and John Beckman who’s mother passed

away recently. Please give camp a call if your would like their
address.

• Nina Defavero is living in her new radical apartment in Boston. She has
started a Masters of Education degree at Harvard University. How! Nina!

• Andy Butts is doing well at Trinity in New York City. He reports falling
into the senior year crunch, but is stioll having loads of fun. He has been
working like a madman on the new Adirondack Camp website
(www.adirondackcamp.com).

• “Sir” Kevin Porterfield took a week off after camp to move into his new
apartment in New York City. He has slipped back into work like a tornado.
In under a month, he has helped develop a new  “Extranet”  server solu
tion aimed at linking hospitals together around the country. How! KP

• Lili Anderson has begun her sophmore year at Williams College studying
pre-med. Almost all of her remaining time is spent playing on the field
hockey team. She has helped lead her team to important victories against
Middlebury and Amherst (um hum).

• “Sir” Peter Tothy (aka the Instigator) is working round the clock at
Mount Sinai Medical School. He is in his third year of med. school.
He spends the rest of his time  split between writing two books:
“The Realities of Sap,” and “The Art of Clippage.” (um hum).

• “Sir” J.J. Morrow has made several trips this Fall up to camp to plan for
next summer and to relax. He has been splitting his time between teaching
his graphic art class at Greenwich Country Day School, designing and run
ning the school’s yearbook, and building rock walls and gardens near his
apartment. He is also typing this now.

• Andy Dicob has begun his junior year at Suny Potsdam studying History
and Education degree. He has reported watching tons of Simpson’s epi
sodes. Andy spent last weekend at camp helping Tim with Fall work
projects.

• Clark Briggs apparently couldn’t get enough kayaking last summer....He
reports a new job teaching kayaking at a local recreation center near his
college, Vanderbuilt.

• Jason Eckman went straight to the White Mountains after camp to work
in the Lake of the Clouds AMC hut for almost a month. He worked at
another hut at lower elevation for a few weeks and now plans to move out
West.

• Vanessa Schwarten worked at the Mount Madison AMC hut for 3 weeks
after camp. Since then she has been busy planning her a move out West
and applying to graduate school.

T O M  T O M

WE STARTED OUT!
A l u m n i  a n d  S t a f f  N o t e s

Caitlin Lucchino  10/1

Tim Condit 10/3

Emily Back 10/6

Gemma Badini 10/8

Henry Clutsam 10/14

Caitlin Costello 10/16

Maxime Broullard 10/18

Lauren Joyce 10/25

Carol Macrini 10/25

Becky Stevenson 11/1

Danae Capriles 11/5

Greg O’Neal 11/5

Lily Holland 11/8

Thomas David 11/9

Amanda Young 11/11

Nicholas Prete 11/19

Elizabeth Moore 11/26

Lee Johnson 11/26

Philippe LePorte 11/26

Jeanette Gamble 11/26

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!



SPACES ARE FILLING!
The Following Campers have
ALREADY ENROLLED for next summer. We’re
psyched you’re coming back!

Tim McClung Andrew Thomas

Emily Schectman Bear Kittay

Patrick Harper Hannah Sadwith

Tyler Sadwith Philippe Boursiquot

Gabe Hayon Steve Askling

Michael Stovkis Caitlin Pingree

Josh Levitt Dana Patterson

Nick Prete Becky Stevenson

Wes Patterson Gillian Menaker

Dan McClung Greg O’Neill

* Catherine Emil

Let’s give Catherine a big How! (Welcome!) She is
new to Adirondack and we can’t wait to have her join
us next summer!

IMPORTANT DATES
FOR SUMMER 1998:

FULL SESSION June 28th–Aug. 22nd

SESSION I June 28–July 25th

SESSION II July 26–Aug. 22nd

L AST C HANCE
TO ORDER YOUR
CABIN PICTURES!
They are still available
for $15.00. Please call
Linda or Carol at
camp to order yours.

w w w . a d i r o n d a c k c a m p . c o m

CHECK OUT

WHO IS ALREADY

COMING TO CAMP!


