
 

 

 

 

 

 

We Have Done It !! 

 
What an achievement!  Congratulations to everyone who has taken up the challenge of attaining a 

successful future for our Party. Achievements and prospects to date are well beyond our initial plans 

and expectations. 

 

When we started back in early October 2014, our plans were to (hopefully) be able to register The 

Mature Age Party in Queensland. That was it! To think that I would be writing to you now as 

National Executive Chairman. It is a great pleasure – and somewhat humbling. 

 

Many thanks for your support through emails, phone calls and one-on-one discussions, and most 

importantly your registrations of interest, membership, and general enquiries.  I am still working 

through 2000 plus emails and some 300 phone calls. It takes some time to get through...... but it is 

happening. 

 

As you may be aware we have now removed our general registration application form on our website, 

and it is now replaced with a membership application. We now need as many as possible to join as 

members. Without your support we will not survive. 

 

We feel that the membership subscription of $20.00 yearly or just $50.00 for 3 years is a fair and 

reasonable figure to allow everyone to be part of the exciting path that we are now travelling. 

 

No signatures, no future commitments......just your support when and where it counts. 

 

It makes our job easy if you can go onto our web page and raise the new form. You can select your 

payment option. 

 

We have been delayed by both Pay Pal and our Bank to have Credit Card payments available it is a 

hope that it will be up and running by March end, a very frustrating episode. 

 

If you wanting to join we can hold any Credit card payments over until we are online with a  Secure 

credit card process, we  can invoice you later. 

 

We are seeking your generous support and efforts to cover our operating costs (not wages just our 

costs). Everyone involved is currently paying for many items (and running costs) from their own 

resources. We could not have come this far down the track if these contributions had not been made, 

by a generous few. 

 

 



All donations, whatever amount, will help. I am very humble in thanking those who have paid a 

membership fee and also have made a donation to date (or just a donation only) Thank You !!! 

 

Sorry but we need to ensure we cover expected costs that will be incurred as we now commence to 

open State branches, this includes additional insurances and administrative costs. We therefore need 

your financial support. 

 

Just a reminder no one receives any monies for doing what they are doing it‟s done purely on a free 

basis. 

 

Last week saw the formation of our National Executive which was an urgent need, as we expose 

ourselves to being a National body. The quality and skill sets of those involved are testament to our 

potential to meet current and future needs. 

 

National Executive group details will be shown on our website very soon. There will be provision for 

active State delegates (from all States) on the national body, once State divisions are finalised. A 

planned, regular timetable is being put into place to achieve this. 

 

The exciting task of setting up Branches within all States has commenced. State data bases are going 

out to selected people who have generously agreed to contact and speak to all registered Party 

members (or prospective members) within their State, with a view to attending launch meetings etc. If 

you have not received any contact yet, please be patient ....or let us know so as we can ensure you 

receive all the relevant information. 

 

Rest assured your general information stays within our National data bases. To ensure your privacy, 

only your name and contact details have been forwarded on to our nominated State conveners. 

 

Just an update on our Registered Party status: 

 

Federal Registration:  A selected 500 names are currently being finalised for application (average 2-3 

months duration for registration process). 

Queensland:                      Expected announcement, next 3 weeks 

Victoria:                               500 Electors required 

South Australia:                 200 Electors required 

West Australia:                   500 Electors required   

Tasmania:                            100 Electors required 

New South Wales:              750 Electors required 

 

Our general registrations and memberships are now approaching 2500 but we have a long way to go 

to gain a strong National membership and a strong State membership. As you can see from the above 

details, we will need your memberships, and those of others that you know are willing to join. 

 

PLANS 

 

Selected Local Elections 

Yes - We are keen to look at selected Local Council Elections to give us Party exposure and coverage. 

If you are keen to seek local government endorsement, or are aware of other people who may be, 

please ensure that we are advised through your State branch people. 



State Seats (Lower Houses): 

Yes - Based upon where and when, strong consideration will be given to standing in future State 

election. 

Federal House of Reps: 

Yes - We aim to run as many candidates as possible, not just to seek positions at that level, but also to 

improve our opportunities to have people voted into the Senate. 

Federal Senate: 

Yes - The ultimate goal to achieve and have Senators representing „The Mature Age Party “ 

 

There are some 7.1 million voters over 60 years registered in Australia. Add in the 50-years-plus 

voters 4.9 million) and that‟s 12 million opportunities we have to be successful. That‟s why we need 

your support and as many memberships in these and other age groups as we can achieve. Our 

platforms and policies will ensure that we cover all ages from 18 years to 80-plus. That‟s a very large 

area of support and interests,. We include the younger age groups in our platform base because these 

are your sons, our daughters and our grandchildren – and we are genuinely (and seriously) interested 

in their welfare, too......not just our own ! 

 

Given the serious situation confronting the nation (politically and economically) it is vital that through 

our policies and advocacy, MAP is successful, and that it achieves what we stand for and what we are 

setting out to do., and to change. It is NOT only an “Oldies Party”.....or a Seniors Only Party. It‟s a 

Party set on a strong foundation, strong community values and policies, and a sensible approach 

towards our future prosperity. 

 

I hope these few notes and updates are of benefit to you. Our Web Page and its content, including our 

Constitution, are currently being updated on a National basis. I know you will appreciate its content 

when completed (due late April). 

 

We have recently implemented a new facebook page which can be accessed at the following location 

https://www.facebook.com/themap.national  and a new BLOG site that can be accessed at 

https://themap15.wordpress.com/ 

  

Position vacant 

Anyone out there  who is wanting to become our Editor as such you would work closely with out IT 

director Jeff Crane I would think that experience in Publisher would be an ideal qualification 

conditions and salary are outstanding!! 

Contact ; glenn@themap.org.au 

 

 

Enjoy The Read :  

POLITICS   AND  BUILDING 

Politics (and political parties) have a lot in common with engineering. Firstly, they can both be 

described, accurately, as "big business".  

The business of running the country‟s affairs (and that‟s politics!) is the biggest business in the 

country.  

Secondly, they are both about BUILDING. In the case of engineering, it's about building bridges, 

roads, and other structures and infrastructure for public and private interests and uses. 

https://www.facebook.com/themap.national
https://themap15.wordpress.com/
mailto:glenn@themap.org.au


Politics (and political parties) are about building, too - not road bridges but bridges between 

individual people, communities, and other countries and cultures...... and ideals and policies to 

achieve that. 

But with the similarities come some differences also. Where engineering is (relatively) an exact 

science … politics is anything but.  It‟s as imprecise and unpredictable as engineering has to be as 

precise and as predictable (in its impacts) as possible.   Both are based on what is practicable (or able 

to be achieved) - and in both cases, their existence centres on caring for the needs of people.  

One of the greatest similarities shared by engineering and politics (but seldom experienced or thought 

about by most people) is the need for adequate funding...........financial support, public and private, to 

achieve what people WANT to be done - and what NEEDS to be done . 

The business of both “businesses” can come tumbling down without adequate funds to “keep the 

wheels turning”. 

So what does all this have to do with the Mature Age Party? In a word….everything!. Like the 

engineers building roads, bridges and factories, and meeting public infrastructure needs, MAP needs 

financial support to keep up its “bridge building” efforts, too. 

That‟s why we appeal to all interested parties, people who have registered their interest or have 

become members, to “join up” as paid-up financial members ….and to seek out others who might 

want to join up with you, as well. 

The Mature Age Party has deliberately kept its membership fee low (at $20/year or $50 for 3 years) so 

that as many people as possible can afford to become members – and to become involved in what 

MAP is setting out to do…..FOR YOU, AND OTHERS LIKE YOU. Because of this low subscription 

level, however, income from membership alone will (in all probability) never be enough to cover all 

costs associated with running a successful Party – or to achieve everything we believe needs to be 

achieved, for everyone seeking change in the way political matters are dealt with by our 

Governments(State or Federal). 

Contributions over and above annual subscriptions will be vital, too. If you are able to contribute 

more ….however small the “extra” amount ….that would be greatly appreciated, and will assist our – 

and YOUR – cause considerably. And if you have any thoughts on other potential 

donors/contributors, please don‟t hesitate to let us know. 

  

Don‟t forget …..Our interest is in looking after YOUR interests; that sums up, in one short sentence, 

what MAP‟s charter and policies are founded on. That‟s the sole reason for MAPs existence! 

  

I look forward at some stage catching up with you one on one 

 

Kind Regards and Best Wishes 

Glenn Franklin 

National President 
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