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| became very glad | lhad decided to- drive to- Mownt lsa via Bowlia rativer o wp te Landshorougiv
Hwy becawnse U gave me the joy of travelling tHhwougl some of the most unteresting country | have
experienced since getting unto- wiat they call Outhack Queensland.

| found Longreaciv disappointing and was glad to- move on | felt U very focussed on the tourst and
the attractions or towry are guite expensive — well, they are to- an old skinflint retiree Like me.

So- after taking some of Hhe wsual towrust photos of the town, | discovered Hiere was a very good camp-
spot on the Thomson River about Sk novrtiv of the town and | headed off to- spend a fewdays on
what Uy kinoww locally ay Longreaci Waterhole.




A B ‘Banjo’ Patterson Winton » considered Hre lhhome of Waltzing

- Matdda wiriche was penned by Banjo- Paterson
ot nearby Dagwortiv Station un 1895. It s said
the first public performance of the song way at
the Novrtiv Gregory Hotel.

~~~~~

| went for a drive owt to- the Age of Dunosars
which B a working reseorci facility located on top
of o glant meso colled The Jump Up, about 25km
east of Winton. Unfortunately, | arrived. too- late for
o towr but | did get some plhotos from the top of the




Bladenshbirg National Park s 17k soutiv-west of Windon and was once one of the original
stotlons U thhe Winton distriet grazing thouwsandy of sheep and about 1,000 cottle. Many of Hre
orignal buildingsy stUL stond. The area B mainly wnduwlating Mutehell grass downs witiv fertile,
black clay-soll plaing — nferesting but endless.

Opizial Bllaslisziziipy) pluiil2isloins

There were no formed walking tracks, so- | did the scenic drive to- Scramumy Gorge, abowt 25km
thwowgh grassloands and diry channelsy and finally climbing Hre Jump-Up to- different vegetation of
stunted, dry, black trunked gidgee trees appearing to- barely survive i the hars red, rocky sol.
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Leaving Winton, | lheaded toword Bowlia along tre
Kennedy Development road, kinoww also- as the Mun Min
Byway. | uintended to- visit some of the historic places on
My woy thwoughv and wos going to- compp along the woy
— faking abowt four days to- do- 360kim.

My fut stop was at Middletorne wirich s now- just a pub:
However, i dayy gone by U was one of nine changing
stations o thve Cobl & Co rowte, and s Hie ondy one
U remadining. The publican telly the story of how-
there were tumes wiren they wsed camely to- pull the
conch from Wintow fo- Boulio

The puwlp provides a free camping stop Hey call He Hlton
Hotel — so- | gladly availed myself of their hospitality.
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Learving Middleton | headed furtiver along He M Min Byway. Abouwt SOkm west of Middleton are
the Llyvale HUs (kinown locally as Conwmnpore). | had been told of thiy place by othver trovellers and
way looking forward to- seeing Ut for myself: | was not disappointecl

Min Min Bywey thwougl Canwnpore — Ldyvale HUy

After the flat plaing all the way from Middleton, | comldnlt get the grim off my face as | drove
thrroughv the area wirich covered about 8k or so- of the Mun Min Bywowy. | stopped so- often to- take
photoy and each Hime | just could not fully capture tive beaunty of tie area

The area W so- vast and so- voried |
wasy v awe and so- glad | come Hly
way. | eventually stopped at o wide
areos ovw o crrest and spent houwrs

| would hawve Loved to- camp here
for o few-days, but camping s not
allowed. | moved doww the road a
unto- Hhe bush

| have tried to- select only Hie better
photos to- shows and even then | el P v

have had diffiendty selecting i [ SHF ihart sy i e TR ol Sl e s i b S " et
wiiei fo- uneludle.







Forcing myself to- move on from the beaunty of the Ldyvale HUy, | pushed on Huroughv more endless and
Untriguing Miutehell gross plaing wite ondy te roos, enur and wandering cottle to- keep my nterest (and
atftention).

Hamiton River (and the nearby waterivole) way the sife of wivat was He Hamidton Hotel — one of the
other nine Cobh & Co changing stations of years gone by. | had passed tive site of Hie Miun M Hotel
wilehe now- i ondy a plague on a rock. At least He Hamilton Hotel's flreplace and some of tive fences
and garden are sHUL Hrere — altihvoughv very mucie v ruin

The tranguidity of this spot was wonderful and | spent Huree lovely nighty sitting alone un the vastness
of the plaing: The night sky was totally fllled witiv stary and witiv no- moon or distracting city Ughts, |
spent some Hime each evening contemploting my existence — adu ... so- reloging.

Kitey at e Waterhole




Leaning Hamidton Waterihole belind, | headed to- Bowlio. | hhad untended to- ypend a conple of dayys at

the Bowlia Corason Pavk to- coth up on my ‘domestic chores’ bt travellery possing thwough my camp
ot Hamilton Waterivole all had. Hie same story — “there s a busiv rot plague i Bowlia. They gnaw-the
plastic off extension leads, coaxial leads and get wp wnder Hie bovrunets of carsy and gnaw uinslation off
the wiring.” | way not umpresseo.

Arriving ot Bouwlia | checked ot the Info- Centre and Hey confirmed there way “an ncrease v the busiv
rots’’ althougiv Ut was not confined to- Bowlia but affected most of the ‘desert region’ from Bowlia sowtiv
to- Burdsylle. | decided to- just spend the day at Bowlia and then press on to- Dajarra furtiver wpe Hie road
and stoy there for a few days.

The name Bowlia Uy derived from the waterivole (on the Burke River) named by the Putta Puta tribe
(Boolya) — | alwoysy wonder wivy Hiey had to- ‘Anglicise’ native place names The Burke River was
named by Burke (of Burke and WLy fame) wiren e camped here un late 1860.

Travellery had also- told me that f | was v Bouwlia | shouwdd not miss e Mun M Encounter shhows |
thought that, glwen the almost wnanimowns choruy of how goodh Hie ‘encounter shhow’ was, | really shouwld
go-and see Ut The advertising blurk stotes — “The Mun Min Encownter iy a unigue Heoatrical experience
neorporating animatronics, fupre optics and londy of otiver g tech wizardey”. It was well done, and
was simidar to- a show- | had seen about Ned Kelly at Glenvrowan last year.

For tihhose wivo- do- not kinow- of the Min Muv lights, they are Ughty that appeor at night out un tive desert:
The first documented ‘encovnter’ was U 1912 by a stockman wivo- way ‘chased’ by the Uights: There
howve been many such sightingy since — althougiv sightings seem to- be getting few- and far between these
days. Opinion Wy dinvided — supernotural? UFO? Natwral plrenomenar?
Local Pitta Pittoe people claim ot b the spirits of thelr ancestors:

Bowlia also- boastsy e Stonehouse Musewm, houwsed Un the stone
howse buidt by storekeeper Jomes Jones wiro, i 1888, contracted
stonemasony from Armddale v NSW to- build the lhouse.

The howse remained un Hie Jones family wntl Hre late 19705
wihen UF was acguinred by the Bouwlia Shire Couneil and developed.
o the museunm. I+ was guite nteresting to- wander thwough thve
house and Uy grownds.




Learing Hhe busiv rats of Bouldia belvind, | headed to- Dajarra late un the afternoon to- make comp: The
scenery nitlolly woys more of the endless, Mitehell grass ploing streteihving all the way to- tive horizon

v every directlon. | began to- see some hilly un He distance and eventually come across country that

was similar to- Lilyvale HUy bt not as extensive or impressive.

Arriving fairly late un tive day at Dajarra | set up camp ands went off to- huunt down the local
Aborigunal Centre so-| coudd pay my fee. | was met by an elder withv a smide so- big o almost split iy
foce. | chatted witiv iy character wiriehh wltimately turned into- vowry abpout s people and tive area.

The fowwn, population arownd 120, hay a riche Aboriginal heritage and sy home to- Aboriginal tribes
from around e Diamantina Rver, the Gulf of Carpentaria and tive Nortihvern Terrifory. An
Aboriginal language b fonghht at the school, along witihv how-to- make boomerangs, wirat wood to- use
and wihat tumber W best for didgeridoos. They know where to- find bush foods and the 'busgiv lollies on
the gldyea trees after rain, and otiver traditional foods.

Dajarra s now- a sleepy outhback post but once was the biggest cattle trucking centre un Hie worlod wntil
the advent of He mudti-tralder road—-trainsg made He town part of a bygone era. ln Uy heyday tive area
trucked more cattle Hhan Texas un the USA. Cattle drovers would bring cattle from ay far away as
Western Awstraliar to- put e on the traim at Dojorrra for Hhe saleyardsy n the east:

The locals were an unassuming and approaciable Lot and | enjoyed. the couple of dayy | spent here —
munciv more Han busiv roty un Bouwlia
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-g;;;;;;m The above map shows my jowrney. The countryside after
_lawone Dajorra wos more endless plaing untl | entered Hhe sowtirern
ronges oot 2ok from Mt lsa. The road wound thurougiv
4 ond arovnd hWilly and outerops that were astounding.
5 ) Unfortunately, due to- the narrow- road and no- areas to- purdl
S| He van over meant | coudo not find a place to- stop and take
3 some photoy so- | just pressed on to- Mt lsa






