Gloy..

After thecking out a campsite un e Warby Range State Park, and confirming | shouwld be able to- get
the caravan safely into- it | picked up tive van and left te civilisation of Wangarattor and headed off
to- the Bolation at Wenram Campp for a few dayy of rejuvenation and bushwalking. It was at tive end
of Skww of fairly good bushe dint road, withv a narrows roughh track apouwt SOOmetres off intfo- Hhe camyp:
wawtow.bty as the Warbys, Hhe area s a steep scarped. range witv a combpination of excellent
vewing pounty along the ridges and an outstanding variety of birdlife and wildflowers

“Yer a bt brave bringu’ tHhat big van n ‘ere, ainlt ya?’ The voice came from behind me as | was
setting the awning wp on the caravon. | had heard a vericle arrive and | turned fo- see a Ranger
approacihving withv o big grin on iy face. After chatting abowt the stote of the track into- the camp e
volunteered that he had just bought a van abowt the same size preporing for iy pending retlrement
later un Hhe year. He had not Hhoughht of bringing Ut unto- Wendiam Camp for a test ruwm and now-

After e team of rangers finisied Hielr cleannp work, | way left as Hie only inhabitont witiv ondy the

Wenham Camp

I way looking forward to- experiencing Hre walking tracks from Wenham Camp — each about
Gk v lengtiv. Of conrse tie walks would not hhave been any fun without some plhotosy AW the
walks were roted asy medinwm. However, my fitness levelsy were occasionally tested witiv the
Wbadowfmwvmgwbbmm vaSaLwlw/ry Falls.

0'Brien’s Falls



Except for my last night wiren thuree separvate campers arrived and set we, | had e busiv camp to-
myself: | really enjoyed the guiet Bolation.

I Left Wangaratto and headed tharougih Beechmwortiv (a lovely quaint country town prowdly
Asploying s heritoge witiv lovely ol buildings un Hhe main streed), Yackandandain (smaller tHhan
Beechwortiv but equally guaint and gwing o feeling for the ‘old dayy), Tallangatto to- Tintldwa.

The Mwrray Valley Highwoy from Tallangatto to- Cudgewn along Lake Hume way so- enjoyable — so-
much water and the mountaing hovering over the highwoay so- s and green. | stayed Un e
Tintldvra Cavonvan Park on the Murray River. It wos a really nice park, set in o busiv-like setting
withv grassy and many trees: | way surprised thot | way the only camper there for my week-long stay —
tranguility v a van park ... wnasinal,

The view fwm my Van site

Tintaldra iy a tHing village situated beneativ the Snowy Mowntaing on the southern banks of the
Murray River. Tuntaldra experienced a boom period i Uy early days as a hano—hanled punt,
established acvoss the river n 1864, woas the only one on the Upper Murray and tHhury drrew- maucin
fraffic to- he newfown: Ay i was on the main nortiv-sountiv rowte and being at the border o had a
cwstomy hhowse to- collect duties on interstote goods: It also- had the ondy supply store Ln the district;
the post office, wiich opened within the store un 1867, a doctor, blacksmitiv and wireebwright, and
the local Road Board met there as well. Today U hag a population of 200 and only supporty o pub
and a general store.

Tintaldra General Stove in Main St built v 1864, was He first supstantiol dwelling at Tintaldro.
The store iy covstrueted from columny of red gum wiredh support red-gum beamy, red—-gum raftery
anol wooden shvingles: The wally are vertical slaty of red Stringyboark. AW the wood was et Locally.
The store remaing n Uy original condition and hay been given heritage listing. The store s st
operating as the General Stove and the local musewm as well. | enjoyed absorbing thve history of the
place.

Murray Ruver Tiltildra

Nearby s the Buvrrowo-Pine Mouwntain National Park, a steep, rocky remote and highly scenic area
consisting of two- rugged and contrasting movwntaing linked by a narrow ridge. Witiv a number of
lookowtsy and. waterfalls Ut sounded Uike the sort of place | should experience.



[ set my agenda to- visit the Blnff Fally where woter cascades over Cudgewn BlLuff into- a tranguil grotto-
below: The walk woas not rated and way very good following BLuff Creek: However, the last K was the
dimdp to- the Cudgewn BUnff and wos very steep, rocky and sippery. My knees really kinew Hhey had a
day out: The amount of water coming over the fally was wsmnal for iy fime of year due to- e very

wet summer the area hay experienced. At least | got some good piotos (well, | think | did).

I also- did some deriving ow the 4X4 tracky thuough the

pavk to- Pune Mouwntain: They were mosHy Un very goodk
condition except wirere baodly wovted/frommﬁ»brw
woter from the recent floods and sumumer roins.

On the durive from Wangaratto to- Tutldura, | had stopped for morning tea near Yackondandai and
dscovered Hie fridge in the van way making a very lowd wirivrring noise. To-cut a long boring story
short, the problem turned ot to- be consed by low cuvrent to- tie fridge due to- a foudty plng connection
between the Landy and the van While at Tutddira, | booked. unto- an anto electrician ot Corryong for
later i the week to- have U remedieo

So- | moved camyp down to- Corryong to- have the plug fixed and wirile at the Corryong Van Park | took
the opportunity to-take a drive, withouwt the van, up to- Cabromurra, un the Koselnszko National Park.
Cabromunro by He highest settlement v Awstralia and iy mainly a mainfenance centre for the
contractors on the Snowy Hydwro Electric Scheme. Not much Hhere but tihe deive Huroughe Hie Natlonal
Pavk was well wortiv o




Very cold and rainy for thiy fime of year and the wnseasonal weathver made me relent and book unto-
the Batlow Caravon Park and base myself tihere to- hvawve a look arouwnd the area

Batlow fmm Weemala Lookout

| spent aday in the Bago State Forest which has a

% plantation of Sugar Puney wiich are native to-

T America,, particudarly the Yosemite National Park.

LA These trees were planted here in 1929 and they are
A hwge — and Hhey grow- for more Hhan 400 yeary so- |

con ondy wonder how big they muwst be wiven

| ‘mature. The floor of the forest was spattered withv

|\ shaffs of broken, soft Light and densely covered withv
oy pine needles ... and musiwroomy — some of tie

," Sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana) is native to the west coast of the USA,
including the famed Yosemite National Park.

Called “the most princely of the genus” by its discoverer, David Douglas,
sugar pine is the tallest and largest of all:pines. In October 1826 he wrote
“I shall here state the dimensions of thedargest] could find among several
that had been blown 'down by the wind.’At 3 feet from the ground its

circumference is 57 feet 9 inches (560¢i diameter) ... the extreme length
245 feet (75m).” .

It has been suggested that in a natural forest some specimens may grow as
old as 800 years of age.

| hope tivat hhas been at least o bit nteresting and perhvapsy nformative.

Idon’t know where I’'m going....

But | know where I've been !



