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“//ove a sunburnt COUﬂi’Iy] a /anc/o[swee/o/hgp/a/hs ........... ” These immortal words bg Dorothea Macke”ar have been foremost in my
mind for the Past month as ] crest rises to be confronted with a distant horizon that, on these clear dags, seems to never getany

closer. O]Cten there are ro”ing ranges, dark and inviting in the clistance, breaking up the usual flat horizon.

Tl’]e skg seems to dominate the space and ] feellike l am trave”ing within an upturned b[ue, translucent bowl, occasiona“y flecked with
white ﬂugy cotton. The ]andscape is Constant13 clﬁanging, almost imPerceiva&}j, from flat featureless grassy P!ains, stunted bus!ﬁes,
thick mulga forests and ro”ing sandg orgrave”g rises — alternatingjust to keeP my mind focussed on the surroundings. Las’c year this
countrg was the greenest it had been for many years and now it is covered with a ]uslﬁ, but very clry growt!ﬁ — c{esPerate]}j lﬁoPing no
one acciclentlg care]ess!y SParks afire. ] have seen many roos, emu, eagles, feral Pigs, goats and cats, but not a sing]e lizard as 3et‘

| left behind the minor roads north of Biloela when | joined the CaPricorn Higlﬁway and | was once again clueuing with road-trains
and the many caravans that criss-cross deenslanj at this time oxcyean Thaniocullg it was not for long as | was heacling to Dingo
where ] would stag and leave the van and venture into the Blackdown Tableland National Fark.

= B n On the road into Blackdown Tableland National Fark

The Dawson, Expedi’cion and Shotover ranges converge at the PBlackdown T ableland creating a sandstone Plateau rising above
the surrounding flat Plains. In 1869, William Yaldwin named the tableland after the Familg home in Sussex. [is attempt to graze
cattle here was unsuccessful as the Pl’xosphorous«{excicient soil caused his cattle to develoP d’xa”% bones.

T he National Park was gazet’cecl in 1982 with management shared between the Dep’c of [~ nvironment and Resource Management
and the Ghungalu PeoPle, to Protec’c and Present its natural and cultural values.

] found the walks extremelg goocl - esPeciang after being a little disappointed with the Cania Gorge National Fark environment.



T he view from [Horseshoe | ookout was quite outstanding and was well worth the walk and final climb.
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The walk to OF}Cicers Focket Lookout (below) followed the South Mimosa Creek.
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] Pressccl on after staging at Dingo to a lovelg camp on the banks of the Bccl{:ord Weir about 25km north of Blackwater. This is
coal mining country with many road-trains and {:reight trains transporting vast quantities a!ong the highway and the ad_jacent rail line.
The coal trains have around 90 Freight cars and seem to be uncr\cling - esPeciallg when waiting at the level crossing,

Bechcorcl Weir was a rea”y tranqui] - although PoPu]ar—~ sPot to sPend afew clays away from the hustle and bustle of the rest of the
world. Howevcr, domestic necessities drove me back into trave”ing onward to E_mcralcl to re-stock my pantry and catch up on the

washing.

The [ merald Kailwag Stationis a rea”g
statelg building and took my Fancy. Jt was built

in 1900, restoredin1986 and is National

; T rust listed.

W L i m o T he world’s biggcst Van Gogh «Sunflower”

H“”l:“':i\”| iy | K Y Painting- 25 metres high with 1 % Gtonne of
— : i — steel in its construction — is in Morton Fark.

(] often wonder whg some towns do some

things.)




The town of SaPPhire is within the SaPPhire
Gemﬁc]c{s, west of Emera!cl. ] dor’t know what l rea”3
cxPccted, but l was very disaPPointecl with the gem field

arca.

T]"IC commercial hub of Sapphire is the Trading Fos’c
(riglﬂt) and the main activity is searclﬁing for saPPhire‘
TI’]C literature on the area suggestec{ “unique bush
architecture and many characters” — ] am airaic{ ] did not
see much of either. Tl’]e ‘characters’ of the town were not
Particularly griendly to ‘HowJDy’ tourists and the builclings

WCFCJUSt very Old and run dOWﬂ ShaCkS.

Rubyva]e, whilst a bigger communitg (]33 a small margin),
also 3ieldec{ little that took my Fancg.

T he town of SaPPhirC is situated on the banks of
Rctreat Creek and there were quite afew hopcxcu!
fossickers sccking theirfortune.

| had little luck striking up a conversation with these
focussed individuals as they were ciuite intent on
care?u”y sieving thcirgravel forthe elusive saPPhirC.

] am not sure if the gravel in theirbuckets came from the
creek, orfrom the Fossicking fields some way out of
town and then brought back to ‘camP’ for closer
scrutiny.



On my way from SaPPl—rire to Jericho, ] Passed ’chrough a dc]ight}cu] little vi”age called Bogantungan. ] stoPPed here for a while and ]
was taken by the view as ] relaxed with my cuppa.

Jericho is on the banks of the Jordan (Creek and was established inthe 1850s. ] he community is very keen to have tourists stay in
the town and they Provide a great camp on the banks of the Jordan (Creek about 1km from the main street. Theg have a Pub which
had $ 10lunch and dinnerand a Gcneral 5tore. The baker, butcher and fuel dePot have closed down but the locals were all rea”g
Frienc”g and were keen to chat and find out the background of theirvisitors. My camp below was on the banks of the Jordan (Creck
and was a very crjogable P!ace to sPend afew days‘
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The onlg ‘Public Eui]ding’ is the Jcricho T own Hall which

has stood tl’lé test of time very we”.

T he town also hosts the smallest, oPcrating drive-in
theatre in the southern l’mcmisphere. T he theatre screens
modern movies once a month and the locals come from all
around.

T he theatre holds about 25 vehicles and has scating for ¥ 5 " "Jmm,‘ \
afurther 20 at the rearunder cover. Tl’mc Primarg school B = m

now runs the venue and uses the revenue as fund raising.




] stopped n Barcaldme on my way through to Aramac
and took a hoto of whatis now “ ] he | ree of fl” [ '.’3( {1 ' ‘(" il
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Knowlcdge” (rlghi:) An artificial structure Fcaturmg 10
the trunk of the orxgmal tree, that was the meetxng P]acc ) ' ! !’ !l'
Purpor’ced to be the Formatxon of the ALF with a 'Ii '
suPerstructurc thatis meant to rePrescnt the Fo!lagc of ! ” ’ 1
the tree — which was Ponsoncd in 2006 133 an unknown

culPrlt

] had decided to base mgschc at the town of Aramac,
70km north of Parcaldine, to visit Muttaburra and
| ake Dunn nearby.
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Thls savecl me clrag%mg tl’TC van UP and dOWﬂ thC roacl

unncccssarllg ancl gave me more mob !lty
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n 1963, a !oca]grazier, Doug Langdon, uncovered the most
comPlete fossilized dinosaur skeleton yet to be discovered
in Australia. Being the first of its kind it was named the
Muttaburrasaurus /anga’oni T1’1€3 have created a life-sized

rePlica, based on the skeleton, in the main street.

On my way back from Mut’caburra, luckilg onlg trave”ing at
about 651<Ph, l struck (ancl ki]]ed) avery &opeg emu that ran
straight toward the Lanclg, giving me very limited time to
brake to avoid it. Luckilg, there was only minimal damage to
the Landﬂ — bent winch bracket, bent clrivirxg ]iglﬁt support
and a broken perspex clriving light cover.

Jtis alwags a little unnerving meeting one of these road-

trains on the narrow back-roads | am travc“ing most of the

time. | he on]9 sensible ’ching to dois to keep a close watch
onmy mirrors and Pu” off the road and stoP until t}ﬂeg have

PaSSC&.
\ ; N
e
— - RYAS : 1 M
- F == RiA
B E = & ' .
3 3
— el
w -~
B——
L - P — g
—_— e e = - g T e By
e R o o S X =iy




400. ’

| fig il AL [Tk lll
|||||| N iea [ w;; ]

A)Cter sPendmg about a week in the Aramac area, ] headed the Land and the van down to b!acka” about 1 10km south of
Barcaldmc M Plan was to leave the van at the rear of the barcoo Hote[ while ] headed off with the tent to exPcrlence the
isolation of the ]clalla Natlonal Faric The Fark has extensive mu]ga woodlands and the leaves of the lancewood and mu]ga
treetops act like mirrors reﬂec’cmg the sun’s heat. ]t makes the trees look startlmg in the mlddag sun. The areais also the
headwaters of the Bu”oo RIVCF Thc Photos below show the varnety of the rock Formatlons with the Wavc Rock looicmg qwtc

mterestmg
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Above is the view from the rim of the Pullock
Gorge. ] was ]uckg to see quitc afew of the 3e”ow~
footed wallabies that live on the rocks around the rim,
but thcg were very timid and | was a]wagsjust that
little bit slow in getting a Photo. [~ ven sitting and
waiting for about half an hour onlg rewarded me with
a couP]e of Peeping heads occasiona“y.

[t was a wonderful Place to sleeP outin my little tent
and | must admit | crjoged it immcnse!g. Jt rea”g
whetted my aPPetite .




Fressing on from Blacka”, ] sPent a few c]aﬂs at

another camp on the Parcoo River outside |sisford,
about 120km south of Longreacl—].

| was luckﬂ to score a secluded area away from all the
othertravellers so it was almost like being all }33

The dag after | arrived, a couP]e trave”ing in a converted bus with a
Suzuki4x4 on a trailer behind, Pu”ed in.

Jimwas a very Fricn&]g bloke who liked Fis]ﬁing, and when he decided to
take down his canoe and head off to Oma Watcrho!e further down the
Barcoo Riverhe asked me if | would like to come a!ong. | was so glad |
did, as the clag was Per‘Fect — still, warm, clear skies - but no fish were
biting.




Longreach -

The home of the QANTAS I:ounclers Museum -
with a Boeing 707 and 747 on display - waiting to

take the visitors through on tours.

Ancl ..... Also the home of the Stockman’s Ha” of
f:ame.



| hoPe you have gaincc} somcthing
from rcading through mgjottings ......




