Winter Thrushes Survey
Step by step guide to supplement the instructions on the website
(Separate instructons are avilable for those who do not have access to the internet)

1. You may cover any 1km square you wish, but see ‘Core Squares’ on the following page; 1km squares are defined by a two-letter four-figure grid reference. Your chosen route may partially overlap into an adjacent square but, if substantial parts of it are in another square, it will be best broken into two separate routes, each registered separately.
2. Sign in to the survey home page www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/winter-thrushes  On the Options list click on ‘Choose a square’ to bring up a Google Map centred on the UK.

3. Taking care to keep the UK in the centre of the map, use the Increase/Decrease bar and Left-right, Up-down arrows on the left of the map to manoeuvre the 10-km square containing your chosen square to the centre of the map at reasonably large scale; you need to be at most five blocks down on the increase/decrease bar. Don’t be tempted to jump too quickly up the bar or the map will leap to some unknown part of the world and manoeuvring it back to the UK can be a very slow process – take it one block at a time, always ensuring that first the UK then your county remains central.
4. Once you have got the appropriate 10-km square in position, hover the mouse over it; you will see the grid reference of the 1-km square that the mouse is over named at the foot of the ‘Choose a Square’ instructions panel in the top right-hand part of the screen; move the mouse until the grid reference of your chosen square appears then double click. The square is now registered to you. Repeat the process to register any other squares you have chosen. (Any squares shown in blue have already been registered).
5. a) If you wish to print out a ‘blank’ map (i.e. with no route marked on it) for use when making an initial visit to decide which route to follow, Open WTS - Data home, click on Printable survey map to open a new page. Click on Printable survey map against the required Grid Reference to bring up a blank map of the square.

b) Once you have decided on a route you must return to the Data Home page to register it. On the options menu, click on ‘Square set-up’. This will bring up a list of the squares you have registered.
6. Click on the ‘Map square’ button against the square for which you wish to register your route; this will bring up a Google satellite map with your chosen square in the centre, a tool-bar at the top right and an up-down, left-right, increase-decrease panel top left. Just below the tool-bar on the right-hand edge of the map is a small white cross on a blue background; by clicking on this you can if you wish change the map to a street map rather than a satellite map.
7. For instructions on how to draw and register your route click on the question mark button on the tool bar. Once you have drawn your route in accordance with the first section of the instructions, remember to double click on the last point then click on the green tick button on the tool bar to register the route (the instructions omit to tell you take this last step).
8. The second section of the instructions tell you how to draw polygons to register the areas which you can actually see from your route (‘Mapping your observed areas’) – you may need to delay doing this until you have actually walked the route for the first time. Again, once you have finished mapping the areas and remembered to double click at the end, you will need to click on the green tick button on the tool bar to register the areas mapped.
9. If you have accidentally chosen the wrong square (or changed your mind about the square you have chosen) you can delete it by clicking on the dustbin icon that appears against the square when you click on the ‘Square set-up’ option (step 5 above). If however you have already entered data for the square, the dustbin icon will have disappeared. In this case you will need to first delete the data via the ‘Edit data’ button on the Data Home options menu. 

10. To carry out a survey you need to take with you a down-loaded copy of your map and a copy of the survey form (download the form by clicking on the ‘Printable survey form’ button on the options menu). Each time you see one or a group of the target species, you should mark the location on the map, numbering each observation, then fill in the details on the survey form in accordance with the instructions on the form. You may find it easier to mark locations if you use the ‘street map’ rather than the ‘satellite’ version of the map (pencil marks can be difficult to see on a satellite map)
11. To enter data, click on the ‘Enter data’ button on the Data Home options list, then enter the details of the date, time, place and weather conditions on the first data entry page before continuing to the next page and clicking on ‘Add an observation’ in the ‘Thrushes, Waxwing and Starling’ box. This will bring up a box where you can enter the details of your first observation. Begin by clicking on the red marker icon on the left-hand side. This will bring up the map with the marker icon now shown on the map; click and drag this icon to the point on the map where the observation was made then double click to fix it. This will then return you to the previous page where you can fill in and submit the details of the first observation. Repeat this procedure until you have recorded all the observations for the visit.
Core Squares

Some 'core’ squares have already been selected randomly, by BTO, for synchronised midwinter surveys. These squares require just one visit during the period 27 December  to 10 January. As BTO is hoping for complete coverage of the core squares, do please consider whether you might be able to take on one (or more?) of them. If you wish, you could choose a core square and also carry out monthly visits to it.

The core squares are listed below in order of priority. However, because they have been chosen randomly some are mainly bare upland habitat (shown in italics below) and unlikely to hold thrushes. For preference please chose one of the others. If a core square has already been registered by somebody else, it will show in blue on the Google map (and in grey below).
  1
SD7252
Field Head
  2
SD8547
Brogden Hall
  3
SD6946
Marl Hill Moor East
  4
SD7821
Helmshore
  5
SD7521
Musbury Heights
  6
SD8428
SE of Crown Point
  7
SD8234
S of Wood End
  8
SD7431
Clayton le Moors North
  9
SD7652
E. of Threap Green
10
SD6021
Wheelton
11
SD7152
Slaidburn
12
SD8135
Pendle Hall
13
SD7332
Great Harwood
14
SD6251
NW of Langden Intake
15
SD7957
Laddy Green
16
SD8422
N of Stacksteads
17
SD7738
Nick of Pendle
18
SD7439
SW of Standen Hall
19
SD6944
Moor Piece
20
SD6540
Longridge Fell
