
 

Billiards Tournament 

1. Eligibility:  

 

a. All undergraduate students, graduate students, faculty, and staff currently 

affiliated with Valparaiso University are eligible to participate in Intramural 

Programs. 

b. All participants must provide a valid Valpo ID, alumni card, or courtesy card to 

participate.  

2. Health & Safety: 

 

a. Concussion: It is the participant’s responsibility to report any symptoms or 

injuries to a staff member, or to remove themselves from the game as a 

precaution. Participation is voluntary and at the participant’s risk. If a concussion 

is diagnosed by a medical professional, verification of medical clearance is 

required prior to returning. 

b. Blood Rule: Any player who starts to bleed will not be able to re-enter the game 

until the bleeding has stopped. If the player’s clothes have blood on them, the 

player must change clothing in order to re-enter the game.  

c. Alcohol/Tobacco/Drug Abuse Policy: Alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and/or 

drugs are not permitted on or around the playing area. Contests will not be 

played and will be forfeited if alcohol, tobacco, and/or drugs are present. Any 

Recreational Sports employee reserves the right to remove participants and/or 

forfeit games if substance abuse occurs.  

 

3. Equipment:  

 

a. Equipment will be provided by the Harre Union Games Room. 

b. Players may provide their own equipment, if available.  

 

4. Playing Area: 



a. Games will be played in the Harre Union Games Room.  

 

5. Tournament Format:  

 

a. Tournament format will be determined at the registration deadline. Either a single 

elimination or double elimination bracket will be used. 

 

6. Starting the game: 

 

a. Rock, paper, scissors shall be conducted prior to the start of the first game to 

determine who breaks. The winner of the previous game will break on the second 

and third game if necessary.   

 

7. Length of game:  

 

a. A best of three games will be played. The first player to win two games will be 

announced as the winner.  

b. Each match will be played to 11 by rally scoring. A player must win by 2, or first 

to 15. 

c. Each team will be allowed one 30 second time-out per game. 

 

8. Gameplay: Standard eight ball rules will apply in any situations not covered below: 

 

a. Any ball(s) pocketed on the opening break will designate stripes or solids to the 

leading player. If an even number of balls are pocketed then the table is open. If 

an uneven number of balls are pocketed the greater number of balls pocketed 

(stripes or solids) will designate the leading player.  

b. Shots must be called. “Slop” shots will result in loss of turn. To call a shot a 

player must announce the ball and its intended pocket but not "kisses" off other 

balls.  

c. To win, a player must pocket all balls of the solids or stripes, followed by the 

eight ball in a called pocket. Pocketing the eight ball before all solids or stripes 

will result in loss of game. 

d. The eight ball shall not be neutral; it cannot be used in any combination to pocket 

a ball. 

e. Scratching on an attempt to pocket any ball other than the eight ball will result in 

ball in hand. 

f. Scratching on an attempt to pocket the eight ball will result in the loss of that 

game. 

g. Scratching on the break does not result in immediate loss. Play shall resume with 

the opposing team’s possession in the kitchen. Knocking the cue ball off the table 

results in loss of turn, ball to kitchen. 

h. Pocketing the eight ball on the break will result in the replacement of the ball on 

the table opposite of the kitchen. 



i. A player that does not make a legal shot, meaning drive an object ball to a 

cushion OR drive the cue ball to a cushion after striking the team's own object 

ball, will lose their turn. The opponent will receive the cue ball in hand and place 

the cue ball anywhere on the table in preparation for the next shot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Valpo Rec Sports office reserves the right to modify and/or remove any of these guidelines 

or rules for the improvement of the sport/tournament. All participants are expected to comply 

with these rules and policies that are stated within this publication. 


