
 

Tennis Tournament 

1. Eligibility:  

a. All undergraduate students, graduate students, faculty, and staff currently 

affiliated with Valparaiso University are eligible to participate in Intramural 

Programs. 

b. Professional Athletes: Any participant who is ineligible for varsity competition 

because of loss of amateur status is prohibited from competing in the Intramural 

Sport(s) in which they have obtained professional status.  

c. Varsity Award Winners: Any participant who was a member of a varsity squad 

at Valparaiso University, or any other division 1 college or university, is ineligible 

for intramural competition in that sport, or similar sport, for a period of one 

academic year. 

d. Club Sports: Club Tennis active members are not permitted to compete in the 

Tennis Tournament.  

2. Health & Safety: 

a. Concussion: It is the participant’s responsibility to report any symptoms or 

injuries to a staff member, or to remove themselves from the game as a 

precaution. Participation is voluntary and at the participant’s risk. If a concussion 

is diagnosed by a medical professional, verification of medical clearance is 

required prior to returning. 

b. Blood Rule: Any player who starts to bleed will not be able to re-enter the game 

until the bleeding has stopped. If the player’s clothes have blood on them, the 

player must change clothing in order to re-enter the game.  

c. Alcohol/Tobacco/Drug Abuse Policy: Alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and/or 

drugs are not permitted on or around the playing area. Contests will not be 

played and will be forfeited if alcohol, tobacco, and/or drugs are present. Any 

Recreational Sports employee reserves the right to remove participants and/or 

forfeit games if substance abuse occurs.  

 

 



3. Equipment:  

a. Shirts, shorts/pants, and close-toed shoes are required. 

b. Participants are encouraged to bring their own equipment; however, a limited 

supply of tennis rackets will be available for participants to use. 

c. Tennis balls will be provided. 

 

4. Playing Area: 

a. The tournament will take place at the Valpo Tennis Complex on campus. 

 

5. Tournament Format:  

a. Tournament format will be determined at the registration deadline. Either a single 

elimination or double elimination bracket will be used. 

 

6. Serving Rules: 

a. The server is responsible for announcing the score prior to each point. The 

server’s score is always said first.  

b. The serve for the first point of a game always begins to the right of the center 

mark and is made to the opponent’s right service court. 

i. After each point is played, players will alternate service court. 

ii. The same individual continues serving until the game is completed.  

c. The server has two (2) attempts to serve the ball; the server receives a service 

fault if: 

i. The server fails to hit the ball into the proper service court. 

ii. A foot fault is committed (occurs when the foot touches the baseline prior 

to hitting the ball). 

iii. The player does not serve from the proper location. 

iv. The server misses the ball when attempting to strike it. 

d. The server may toss the ball and catch it without penalty. 

e. A double fault will be called if a fault occurs on the second serve. 

 

7. Scoring Rules: 

a. The game will be self-officiated. 

b. The winner of the match will be the first player to win six regular scoring games 

(one set). Win by two will not apply.  

c. A time limit of 50 minutes will be enforced. If time limit is called, games currently 

underway may be finished.  

d. Scoring is as follows:  

i. No Point: Love 

ii. 1 Point: 15 

iii. 2 Points: 30 

iv. 3 Points: 40 

v. 4 Points: Game 

e. Deuce occurs if both players have reached a score of 40. Once in deuce, a 

player must win two (2) points in a row to win the game. 



f. Players will switch sides every first, third, and every odd game of the set. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Valpo Rec Sports office reserves the right to modify and/or remove any of these guidelines 

or rules for the improvement of the sport/tournament. All participants are expected to comply 

with these rules and policies that are stated within this publication. 


