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INTRAMURAL SPORTS 
CORNHOLE RULES 

Cornhole Rules 
 

Mission Statement: 
Campus Recreation collaborates with the university community to offer exemplary facilities, programs 

and services that inspire participation and engagement. 
 

Rule 1: Eligibility 
 

1. All participants are subject to the Eligibility guidelines, which are listed in the current Intramural Sports 

Participant Handbook.  

2. Participation is limited to currently enrolled U of A fee paying students, and U of A Faculty/Staff and Affiliates 

that have a current Department of Campus Recreation membership. 

3. All players must sign in with the Supervisor at site prior to game time with a current Catcard. 

4. No ID, no play, no exceptions. 

5. If your team forfeits, $5 will be charged to the Bursar’s accounts of any absent team members.  

 
Rule 2: Overview 

 
1. Each team shall consist of two players in order to begin the game.  
2. The winner of rock-paper-scissors will have the choice of picking which side of the board they would like to 

play, and who will throw first 
3. The game is won when a team scores 21 points. Teams do NOT need to score exactly 21 points. A team 

must win by 2 points 
4. Each match is best 2 out of 3 games. Each match has a total time limit of 30 minutes.  
5. Boards will be placed 27 feet apart. 
6. Each player’s partner must be positioned directly across from them in the opposite box at the other board.  
7. An inning  consists of players tossing their bags, alternate shots, until all 8 bags in the frame have been 

thrown 
8. The team who scored in the preceding frame shall throw first in the next inning. If neither team scores, the 

team who threw first in the preceding frame shall throw first in the next inning.  
 

Rule 3. Pitching 
 

1. Players must throw the bag from within the pitchers box, which is directly beside each board. The pitcher 
must be behind the front edge of the board 

2. Pitches should be made within 10 seconds of stepping into the pitcher’s box with the intention of throwing.  
3. Pitches must be taken from the same pitchers box throughout the inning.  

 
Rule 4: Scoring 

 
 
1. Cancellation scoring rules will apply, in which opposing teams’ frame points cancel out one another 
2. Scoring Values: 

a. Bag-in-the-hole: 3 points. A cornhole bag in-the-hole (or Hole-In) is a bag which is thrown through 
the hole in the cornhole board or otherwise comes to rest inside the cornhole board (knocked in by 
another player or an act of God).  

b. Bag-in-the-count: 1 point.  A cornhole bag that is not in-the-hole but lands with any portion of the bag 
resting on the cornhole board is in-the-count (sometimes called on-the-board). A bag in-the-count has 
a value of 1 point.  
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Rules 5. Infractions 

 
3. If a bag is knocked off the board by a foul bag, it shall be returned to the board in its original position. 
4. Foul bags include any bag that : 

a. has touched the ground or other object 
b. was released by a pitcher not within a pitchers box 
c. was not delivered within the time limit 
d. was pitched from the wrong pitchers box 

 
 

 
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON RULES CAN BE FOUND IN OUR 
CURRENT INTRAMURAL SPORTS PARTICIPANT HANDBOOK. 

 


