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A financial margin is the gap between what we have and what we spend. 
When that gap shrinks, we can feel scared – wondering what we’ll have to give 
up in order to make ends meet. Sometimes our financial margin shrinks 
unexpectedly, such as when a car breaks down or when there’re emergency 
medical expenses. Sometimes we just live without margin – we spend all or 
most of what we have.  

We own what we earn – or so we think. “I put in a full day’s work so, 
of course, my paycheck is mine,” we consider. So, when a person asks you for 
money, you leer at him with suspicion. “He wants to take what’s mine!” we 
think. And especially when a pastor gets up to talk about the tithes, 
offerings, or giving, our hands shift to guard our wallets.  

But from the Bible’s perspective, we don’t actually own anything. This 
is a really hard concept for Americans because “possession is nine-tenths of 
the law” and all that. We don’t ‘earn’ or ‘make’ money. Rather, we are 
stewards – temporary managers – of God’s money, resources, and possessions. 
All we have is His! 

Ultimately, by looking at how we spend God’s money, we can see what our 
hearts desire most. Do we yearn for comfort and entertainment? For security?  
Do we desire the next best toy or technology so we can be noticed? Our 
checkbooks reveal our hearts. Where is your heart today? If you wrote down 
your expenses and showed it to someone else, where would they say you place 
your trust and desires?  
 As you read this week, consider what God teaches about money. How might 
God be able to use you if you increased your financial margin?  How might you 
increase that gap between what you have and what you spend?  
 

• 1 Chronicles 29:10-15 
• Luke 12:15-21 
• Matthew 6:19-21 
• Luke 16:13 
• 1 Timothy 6:7-10 

 
 


