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The Certainty of Christ's Return 

2 Peter 3:1–8 (CSB)   Dear friends, this is now the second letter I have written to you; in both 
letters, I want to stir up your sincere understanding by way of reminder, 2 so that you recall 
the words previously spoken by the holy prophets and the command of our Lord and Savior 
given through your apostles. 3 Above all, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days 
scoffing and following their own evil desires, 4 saying, “Where is his ‘coming’ that he 
promised? Ever since our ancestors fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since 
the beginning of creation.” 5 They deliberately overlook this: By the word of God the heavens 
came into being long ago and the earth was brought about from water and through water. 6 
Through these the world of that time perished when it was flooded. 7 By the same word, the 
present heavens and earth are stored up for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 8 Dear friends, don’t overlook this one fact: With the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 

II. CLARIFYING THE CERTAINTY 

A. Appeals to Character of the Saints (2 Peter 3:1-2) 

2 Pet. 3:1-2 Dear friends, this is now the second letter I have written to you; in both letters, I 
want to stir up your sincere understanding by way of reminder,  

1. He affirms their identity 

2. He compliments their intellectual integrity: 

3. Appeals to their memory  

4. Affirms their historical connection 

1 Peter 3:2 so that you recall the words previously spoken by the holy prophets and the 
command of our Lord and Savior given through your apostles. 

B. Coming of the Scoffers (2 Peter 3:3-4) 

2 Pet. 3:3  Above all, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days scoffing and 
following their own evil desires,  

1. Context "last days" time between the 1st and 2nd Advent. 

2. Come with scoffing 
ILLY:	OUTSPOKEN	ATHEISTS		
Who	encourage	Christians	to	be	publicly	mocked	and	ridiculed,	dishonored!	Frankly,	
some	Christians	have	acted	the	same	shameful,	dishonoring	way	to	unbelievers!	



2 
 

3. Their Contention (2 Peter 3:4) 

2 Pet. 3:4  saying, “Where is his ‘coming’ that he promised? Ever since our ancestors fell 
asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation.”   

Question: How do delays affect your devotion? 

ILLY:	UAL	TO	PURCHASE	BOOM	SUPERSONIC	FOR	PASSENGER	USE	BY	2029	
When we don’t see immediate results from prayers & spiritual disciplines, 
DON’T quit! Persevere and walk by faith. 

Focus on character of Christ, not the clock or calendar;  

C. Peter Confronts the Contention: 

1. God’s involvement in Creation (2 Pet. 3:5)  

2 Peter 3:5 They deliberately overlook this: By the word of God the heavens came into being 
long ago and the earth was brought about from water and through water. 

2.  God’s involvement in The Flood (2 Pet. 3:6) 

2 Peter 3:6  Through these the world of that time perished when it was flooded. 

3.  God’s involvement in the Coming Judgment/Destruction (2 Pet. 3:7) 

2 Peter 3:7 By the same word, the present heavens and earth are stored up for fire, being 
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

 

Christ is Coming & The Bill is Coming! 

 

III. COMPELLED BY CORRUPTION?  

1 Peter 3:3 Above all, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days scoffing and 
following their own evil desires 

When our preferences become our priorities, then God’s priorities can be 
perceived as liabilities 

 

IV. DON’T OVERLOOK THE COMINGS OF CHRIST 

A. 4000 years ago, instrumental in Creation 
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B. 2000 years ago, Incarnation 

C. In fullness of Time, Second Coming 

D. Other… in the midst of challenges, sorrows, failure, pains, distress of life 

CLOSE AND PRAYER 


