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Grateful,

The Executive Team

THANK YOU

online  
at foresthill.org/
give

text  
any amount to 
704.444.0357

mail  
a check,  
payable to 
Forest Hill 
Church, to 
7224 Park Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 
28210

Ways to 
give

Max Baumgartner (left) 
Executive Director of Operations

Mike Boulware (center) 
Lead Pastor of Ministry

Jason Smith (right) 
Lead Pastor of Direction

Forest Hill family,

We want to say a sincere “Thank You” for your continued investment and partnership in the work God 
is doing through Forest Hill Church. In the pages of this Generosity Report, you’ll read stories and see 
pictures of how communities, neighborhoods, families and individuals are being transformed by the 
hope of the Gospel—all because of your decision to be a conduit of blessing through your generosity 
to Forest Hill.

As you read this report, you’ll find new reasons to celebrate, new partners to pray for, and more evidence 
than ever that the life of generosity truly is the best way to live. You’ll find that your investment helped 
those struggling with addiction find help and healing, helped those dealing with homelessness find shel-
ter and created opportunity for the message of Jesus to be heard as churches were planted and relief was 
given halfway around the world and right down the street from where you live.

Our hope is that this report renews your passion to be on mission for Christ through this church. We are 
trusting God to do even more in the coming year as we increase our outreach giving to 20% of our annual 
budget. And we believe that your partnership will not only bring joy to those who receive this giving, but 
will also bring joy to you as you faithfully sow seeds of eternal value.

http://www.foresthill.org/give
http://www.foresthill.org/give
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MOBILIZATION

OUTREACH

CARE & COUNSELING

ADMINISTRATIVE

CONNECTIONS 5%

5%

4%

WORSHIP 8%

7%MEDIA/TECHNOLOGY

PASTORAL 8%

ADULTS 8%

2%

FACILITIES 12%

FAMILIES 16%

6%

PRODUCTION

outreach 19%

2019 FISCAL YEAR SPENDING
foresthill.org/financials

http://www.foresthill.org/financials
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Hoskins Park Ministries

Charlotte Rescue Mission: Dove’s Nest

Christ Resurrection Church

Christ Resurrection Church: A Better World

For Charlotte

Congregations for Kids

Urban Promise

Freedom Communities

Fashion & Compassion

Project 658

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Dream Center

Salvation Army Charlotte: Rapid Rehousing

The Core Church of Charlotte

Youth Commission

The Harvest Center

12th Man Ministries

The Exchange Church

Missionary Athletes International  
Urban Eagles

Silent Images

Learning Help Centers of Charlotte

Fixing It for Christ

Turning Point

Community Shelter of Union County

Riverview Elementary School

The Harvest Center

Foster Care Closet of York County

Children’s Attention Home

Local 
Partners
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SHARING 
THE LOVE
All-Campus Serve Day spans 
2 states and 3 counties

NODA

More than 75 congregants served a variety of 
neighborhood and community partners through-
out NoDa. They packed EOG snack and support 
bags for students at First Ward Elementary, Irwin 
Academic Center and Villa Heights Elementary 
Schools. Additionally, congregants served break-
fast for the residents of McCreesh Place—a 
supportive housing site for low income/home-
less residents. Additional teams built picnic 
tables to encourage community engagement on 
the FHC–NoDa campus, completed a “Pick ‘n 
Pray” where trash was picked up and the com-
munity was prayed for, and updated the NoDa 
community garden.

BALLANTYNE

The partnership between Forest Hill and the 
Morrison YMCA continues to grow stronger with 
each passing year. This year, congregants and staff 
supported Run! Ballantyne—one of the largest 
road races in the Ballantyne area with more than 
2,000 people participating. The money raised by 
the race provides hundreds of children the oppor-
tunity to participate in enriching, life-changing 
YMCA programs like preschool, after school, sum-
mer camp and sports all over metro Charlotte.

LOCAL OUTREACH
foresthill.org/serve

http://www.foresthill.org/serve
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SOUTH BLVD & SOUTH PARK

These two campuses served the Ashford Place 
Apartment complex with a day of food, fun 
and community building. This apartment com-
plex feeds directly into two of our partner 
schools, Starmount Academy of Excellence and 
Huntingtowne Farms Elementary School.

FORT MILL

More than 200 adults and kids packed nearly 40,000 
food bags through Numana to directly support our 
partner—Mission of Hope Haiti. Volunteers mea-
sured the ingredients, scooped them into meal bags, 
weighed, sealed, and boxed the finished product. 
The boxes were then loaded to trucks to prepare for 
international shipping. The meals consisted of rice, 
soy protein, freeze-dried pinto beans and a blend of 
vitamins and minerals targeted to help the immune 
system of malnourished people. The cost of each 
life-sustaining meal is only 30 cents! This includes 
all of the ingredients, packaging, administration, and 
international shipping of the container.

WAXHAW

Close to 200 congregants came out to the Belk 
Tonawanda Park in downtown Monroe to sup-
port the Community Shelter of Union County. 
Congregants donated and organized household 
items for the new shelter and for their Rapid 
Rehousing program. A small group of congre-
gants were able to go into the brand new facil-
ity and prepare the rooms for new residents and 
pray over each individual bed. Shelter residents, 
other community members and neighbors joined 
the church for a cookout in the park following 
the serve event.



6   |  Forest Hill Church

Uptown Day Camp was formed in 2018 as a way 
to provide an affordable, high-quality, Christian 
summer program for the kids of Charlotte’s 
Uptown. Started by Paula Forte, FHC–NoDa’s 
Family Ministry Director and Principal, Monica 
Pettiford—and available for only $25 a week 
because of outreach funding from Forest Hill—
Uptown Day Camp is bringing a Christian-values 
based camp that includes worship, biblical stories, 
field trips, life skills, reading and math enrich-
ment and much more. Campers receive breakfast, 
lunch and a snack each day and participate in 
building relationships with teenagers and adults 
whose main goal is to point them to Christ. And 
thanks to partners like Multiply Church, 15 kids 
from the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Dream Center 
were able to attend all summer for free.

GROWING 
MINDS. 

GROWING 
FAITH.

LOCAL OUTREACH

Affordable, accessible 
summer camp for 
Uptown’s families

uptowndaycamp.org

6   |  Forest Hill Church

http://uptowndaycamp.org
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This year, the camp began a student leadership development pro-
gram. Twenty-two students from 6th to 12th grade were developed 
as camp leaders—pouring into campers, building relationships and 
guiding kids through the camp experience.

As an added bonus, ten of the 21 camp staff members, also Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools employees, were able to have employment 
over the summer months.

“As I wrapped up baptism class for a fifth grader who accepted Christ 
at the end of camp, I began to realize what an amazing journey 
Uptown Day Camp has been—one with profound impact. I asked 
this young man why Jesus came and died. He looked me square 
in the face and said, ‘Well, Ms. Paula, He didn’t have to do it, but 
He loved us so much He chose to anyway.’ That’s why we do camp,” 
said Paula Forte.

Well, Ms. Paula, He 
didn’t have to do it, but 
He loved us so much 
He chose to anyway.

190 kids & students 
participated

1,898 meals 
provided

7 baptisms 
at the end of camp celebration

16 volunteers 
gave their time

21,228 hours 
of ministry provided

Summer 
2019
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I t’s hard not to catch on to Liz Mallas’ energy 
and enthusiasm for the way God is mov-
ing in Charlotte’s Westside. Liz, a Charlotte 

native, who graduated from Harding High School 
in 1999, is passionate for the people who call 
neighborhoods like JT Williams, Reid Park and 
Seversville home.

Professionally, Liz is a Director of Government 
Affairs for Gilead Sciences—implementing part-
nerships that help people 
with HIV and Viral Hepatitis 
get linked to care. After grad-
uating from UNC Chapel Hill, 
she moved to Mexico City and 
began a career in interna-
tional development, working to eliminate discrim-
ination of people living with HIV and to prevent 
new infections. Before moving back to Charlotte, 
Liz lived in Texas, D.C., Swaziland, South Africa 
and London. Both her professional and personal 
life are deeply rooted in advocating for anyone liv-
ing on the margins.

“I can look back on my life—professionally, person-
ally—and see how God has been layering all of it 
to bring me to a place of intentional purpose and 
passion for the manifestation of His Kingdom in 
Charlotte’s Westside. They’re not coincidences at 
all. God has been so intentional and purposeful in 
how He has guided me,” reflected Liz.

After moving back to Charlotte, and buying a 
condo in Uptown, Liz, who grew up at Forest Hill, 
began attending the NoDa campus. She went to 
Life Group Connect, where a new leader said, “I 
want to build a Life Group for women who live 
around Uptown and have a heart for the margin-
alized.” Liz was sold.

Serving quickly became a priority for this group of 
women. They began by serving with the Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Dream Center’s 
Friday Night street minis-
try. Centered in the heart of 
Uptown, the ministry allows 
volunteers the opportunity to 
prepare and assemble dozens 

of the famous Dream Center chili cheese dogs 
each week and distribute them to those living 
on the streets. The vision is to meet the physical 
needs of those afflicted by chronic homelessness 
and build relationships that will allow for free-
dom, healing and an introduction to the radically 
transformative love of Christ.

The Dream Center exists to give hope to the hope-
less by engaging forgotten communities. Through 
Adopt-a-Block outreach programs in local neigh-
borhoods, daily Bible studies in Jim Noble’s The 
Kings Kitchen, financial training, GED classes, job 
training, daily meals, church services—and much 

We just kept 
saying yes.

LEARNING TO SOW
Liz Mallas’ love for West Charlotte

LOCAL OUTREACH
Liz’s blog: learningtosow.com  
Dream Center: cltdc.org

http://learningtosow.com
http://cltdc.org
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more—they’re connecting those in seemingly 
hopeless situations with the greatest Hope of all.

After a while, Liz’s Life Group began to take part in 
the Adopt-a-Block program by baking cookies and 
going door-to-door in the JT Williams neighbor-
hood to start building relationships with the fami-
lies. “We just kept saying yes. We kept responding 
to God’s call to step out and serve.”

Their next ‘yes’ looked like providing children’s 
programming for the church that meets each 
Sunday at The King’s Kitchen where 75–85% of the 
congregation is homeless. “After we built a rela-
tionship with the families in JT Williams, the kids 
would want to know what we were doing each 
weekend and if they could come to church with us. 
So we started to bring them to church,” said Liz.

“Just showing up and being consistent is 90% of the 
work it takes. The other 10% is using our social 
capital and book knowledge to really help a family 
that’s in the margins,” Liz said.

“Many of these kids have experienced the worst 
of the worst—poverty, housing instability, food 
insecurity, and abuse. We didn’t want to just be 
equipped with God’s Word, we wanted to be inten-
tional about knowing how to best care for these 
kids, so we took a deep dive into the nature of pov-
erty in Charlotte and how to care for kids and fam-
ilies with trauma.”

Liz is now pursuing a Certificate in Pastoral 
Counseling from Gordon-Conwell. “God was 
so funny, because at the exact moment when I 
needed to know how to care for a family experi-
encing great trauma, we studied that very subject, 
and I left better equipped to do the work needed.”

Because of Liz’s background, she truly sees her-
self as a bridge between Charlotte’s affluence and 
extreme poverty.

“While living in Mexico and in Africa, I was truly a 
minority. It gave me a perspective that helped me 
become aware of my white privilege pretty early 
on. I’m now learning how I can use my white priv-
ilege to advocate for families in the margins on 
their behalf,” Liz said.

“I would love to see heaven manifested in West 
Charlotte. For there to be an ultimate focus on 
Jesus, by and of people from varying races, gen-
ders and socio-economic classes, doing life 
together, supporting each other. I don’t want 
to see long-term residents leave. I want to see 
resources come in and for us to mutually serve 
one another because of love. Because we’re neigh-
bors with mutual needs.”

Liz is part of a group of 
Forest Hillers starting Civil 

Gatherings at Savona 
Mill—a redeveloped space, 
once abandoned but now 
revitalized in the westside. 

These gatherings are meant 
for people—from various 

backgrounds, ethnicities and 
socio-economic levels—to 

come together, build relation-
ships and learn what it means 

to be good neighbors.

Civil
Gatherings
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In 1975, Eastland Mall opened as the largest mall 
in North Carolina. Located in Charlotte’s Eastside, 
it was the landmark for a bustling, vibrant and 
growing area right outside of Uptown. As the 
1990’s came and went and the 2000’s approached, 
Charlotte’s Eastside began to change and the 
mall and surrounding areas suffered. In 2013, the 
Eastland Mall property was demolished, leaving 
a community of quaint neighborhoods, once-af-
fordable housing and rich culture wondering 
what would come of their home.

Charlotte’s Eastside is brimming with more 
than 160,000 people—an area more populated 
than Wilmington and Asheville. It sits east of 
Uptown/I-277, south of UNC Charlotte, north of 
Randolph Road and west of Mint Hill.

It is the most ethnically and socio-economically 
diverse part of metro Charlotte. East Charlotte is 
showing signs of rapid gentrification with a very 
diverse demographic. Immigrant and refugee 
families aspiring to live out the “American Dream” 
have generally been displaced due to the lack of 
affordable housing.

The Movement Foundation, under Casey 
Crawford’s leadership, is opening a charter school 
in the Fall of 2020 on the four-acre parcel that 

formerly housed Harris Teeter on Central Avenue, 
near Sharon Amity Road, adjacent to the vacant 
Eastland Mall property. Casey Crawford, a former 
Carolina Panthers tight end, is a founding board 
member of Movement School.

Movement School East’s mission is to prepare a 
new generation of students for college, careers 
and lifelong success by providing world-class aca-
demics, character development and individual 
instruction. They believe each child has intrinsic 
value and potential, and the staff and leadership 
is devoted to the success of every child that will 
come through their doors.

The concept for Movement School began with a 
question: How can we help more families break 
the cycle of poverty, and do it in a sustainable, 
scalable way? The answer: Movement School, a 
tuition-free public charter in west Charlotte, soon 
to be opened in east Charlotte.

Forest Hill Church is committed to developing 
a missional campus in the Eastland community, 
in the facility shared with our mission-minded 
community impact partner, Movement School, 
to ensure we leverage ourselves in reach-
ing and engaging a broader and more diverse 
part of the city.

EAST 
CHARLOTTE

The most ethnically and 
socio-economically diverse part of metro 
Charlotte is the home of our next campus

LOCAL OUTREACH

10   |  Forest Hill Church
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“Within a two-mile radius of our campus, there 
is a rich tapestry of socio-economic, ethnic, cul-
tural and religious perspectives. The complex 
history of inequality and injustice and the recent 
history of immigration and relocation of refu-
gees are important contextual considerations for 
our campus expansion. Great opportunities exist 
to create a place for a congregation on mission 
for the Gospel, together,” said Jason Smith, Lead 
Pastor of Direction.

Pastor Peter Kim has been working with Forest 
Hill to begin building relationships and under-
stand the unique cultural complexities of this 
rich community. “Over the last six months, I’ve 
been working with Forest Hill to plant a campus 
at the old Eastland Mall site, in partnership with 
Movement East. I quickly saw how beautiful God’s 
people are in Charlotte’s Eastside. God is bringing 
the world to Charlotte,” said Peter.

Forest Hill will partner with other community 
churches and organizations like Project 658 as we 
pray for the Gospel to bring hope and new life to 
this community.

In fact, the last Thursday of every month is 
marked by a time of prayer and worship—walk-
ing the vacant Eastland Mall site, praying for 
revival and for the hope of the Gospel to infuse 

God is bringing the 
world to Charlotte.

this community. You’ll find members of Forest Hill’s staff and con-
gregation, Movement East Founding Principal Barbara Robinson 
(pictured at left below), members of other churches and non-profits, 
neighbors and curious kids on skateboards and bikes—wondering 
what a group of people—as diverse as the community itself—would 
be doing singing and praying over a construction site.

“The opportunity for cross-cultural relationships are astounding. 
Possibilities for sharing the Gospel are immense,” shared Peter.

Email golocal@foresthill.org for more on how you can be 
involved in the new Eastland campus.

On the last Thursday of every month, people 
walk the vacant Eastland Mall site and pray for 
the community.

mailto:golocal%40foresthill.org?subject=
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Charlotte Rescue Mission (CRM) has a long his-
tory, dating back to the late 1930’s, of helping 
people battle addiction. In 1990, they launched 
Rebound, a free 90-day residential program for 
men, staffed by professional, Christian substance 
abuse counselors. And with evidence of a stagger-
ing need for the same care for women, the free 
Dove’s Nest program was launched in 1992. Now, 
Rebound has evolved into a 120-day program with 
a Recovery Residence program for graduates. 
And the Dove’s Nest is now a 120-bed facility that 
serves both women and their children.

“The work Charlotte Rescue Mission does is not 
about homelessness, addiction or even poverty. 
It’s about what God’s doing in the hearts and 
lives of the people we serve,” said Tony Marciano, 
Charlotte Rescue Mission’s Executive Director.

“I’ve learned over the years there’s more to be 
addicted to than alcohol and drugs. It’s work, food, 
sex, gambling, spending, religion, rage. All these 
things are things people use to alleviate the pain 
in their soul. And we all have something. Thank 
God the foot of the cross is on level ground—all of 
us have something we need to lay down. Unless 
we work from the inside out to address the root 
cause, nothing’s going to change.”

After 81 years of successfully transforming lives, 
Charlotte Rescue Mission had a dream of expand-
ing its program to give their graduates the oppor-
tunity to thrive, rather than just survive—all in 
the name of Jesus.

That’s when they looked to the 100-year-old build-
ing on their Uptown campus and imagined it 
could be more than just a warehouse.

In 2017, CRM was chosen by Community Matters: 
Insurance Partners of Charlotte to receive a 
$1,000,000 gift that would turn that building into a 
full-service restaurant and coffee shop.

Community Matters Café employs graduates of 
the Rebound and Dove’s Nest programs, creating a 
space for them to experience personal and profes-
sional growth while staying focused on recovery. 
Students in the four-month Life Skills Program 
tackle topics such as sticking to a schedule, finan-
cial responsibility, and healthy ways to cope with 
conflict and stress.

Charlotte Rescue Mission’s long history 
of helping people battle addiction

Cup of Coffee

LOCAL OUTREACH

More Than a Great
communitymatterscafe.com

http://communitymatterscafe.com
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When customers visit the café, they are not only 
reinforcing the essential life skills the students 
are learning, but showing them that they have a 
community that believes in their future.

“Forest Hill has enjoyed a partnership with 
Charlotte Rescue Mission for many years. Beyond 
providing annual operational support for their 
Dove’s Nest facility, we provided $150,000 in early 
2019 for the Community Matters Café. Forest Hill 
was one of six Charlotte churches that provided 
significant start-up funding for the café. It’s an 
innovative approach to ministry, employment and 
sustainability. Revenue from the café provides 
ongoing operational support for the ministry as 
well, referred to as “business as mission,” said 
John Parker, Director of Outreach.
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Serving across 
cultures can be 

challenging and 
full of sacrifice. 

Sustained by the 
conviction of their 

call, they live life on 
mission expanding 

the Gospel with 
obedient hearts.

TURKEY
John & Jennifer

SENEGAL
Matt & Elena Toombs

Leo & Michele Wurschmidt

UNITED STATES
Gabe & Janet Smith

Jennifer Coshow

THAILAND
Kelly Sartorius

Jay & Julia Wells

COLOMBIA
Jorge & Ginny Enciso

CUBA
Polly Paulson

Ontoniel Martinez

SCOTLAND
Chris & Kristen Furr

MIDDLE EAST
Lance & Lisa L.

HAITI
Sarah Noland

ETHIOPIA
John & Kristi Nykamp

ENGLAND
Howard & Teresa Drew

SOUTH AFRICA
Drew & Janna Harding

JOHN PARKER 
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH

OUR 
MISSIONARIES
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Mosaix Church Planting Network

Church Planting & VBS (Bulgaria)

South America Mission (Colombia)

South America Mission: The Lima Initiative

Lemonade International (Guatemala)

HOI (Honduras)

ALARM (Central Africa)

Mission India

Resurrection Church Beirut

Kasr El Debaroro Church (Cairo)

HOPE International

With Open Eyes (Central Africa)

Global Advance (Southeast Asia)

Thorston Educational Fund (China)

Elam (Iran)

United World Mission: MENA

The Footstool Project (Nepal)

Bible Journey

Vapor Ministries (Africa)

Mission of Hope (Haiti & Dominican Republic)

Global 
Partners



16   |  Forest Hill Church

AT THE TOP 
OF THE WORLD

GLOBAL OUTREACH

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Jesus’ words partic-
ularly resonate in Nepal where only 1.2% of the population are 
Christian and 265 of the 275 people groups are unreached (96.4%). 
These numbers and the urgency of Jesus’ words are what spurred 
Forest Hill to begin a partnership with the Footstool Project in 2014.

Adding difficulty to the terrain and logistical challenges of bringing 
the Gospel to this remote area, quality educational opportunities are 
limited and those willing to serve inaccessible areas are even more 
difficult to find. The Highlands Bible College is a creative platform 
that is equipping, empowering, and elevating a generation of pas-
sionate church planters who are addressing both the physical and 
spiritual urgencies in the isolated villages of Nepal so that Christ 
may be exalted among the unreached of the Himalayas.

“Through the incredible generosity of Forest Hill Church, the 
Highlands Bible College (part of the Footstool Project) officially com-
menced in July 2018 with an inaugural class of 16 students. These 
students and followers of Christ, young men and women ranging 
in age from 16 to 20, are a new generation of believers and disciples 
from unreached people groups. They come from a broad range of 
valleys and people groups and represent 9 of the 12 northern moun-
tain districts. They embody the first class of discipleship students 
who have committed to diving deeper into their personal relation-
ship of knowing Christ so that Christ may be known,” said Footstool 
leadership (name withheld for security purposes).

THE HIGHLANDS BIBLE COLLEGE

“The hope of this program is to raise up future workers and leaders 
for our ministry, our Highlands Discipleship Network (church plant-
ing initiative) and other like-minded partners that all have the focus 
of making Jesus known among the unreached of the Himalayas. 
After our first year, it has become evident to us that this program is 
meeting a big need amongst the Himalayan Christian community,” 
continued Footstool leadership.

Elevating a generation of 
passionate church planters

www.tfp.asia

http://www.tfp.asia
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The purpose of the Bible school is to provide the stepping stone for 
students to become qualified professionals with a secondary degree 
while also receiving training in biblical foundations, spiritual dis-
ciplines and character development, discipleship, evangelism, pio-
neering, ministry practice skills, and church planting. This strategy 
is a vital approach to creating the next generation of indigenous 
believers reaching the unreached of the Himalayas.

Ultimately, the Highlands Bible College will graduate qualified, 
skilled professionals who have a passion and ability for church 
planting. This approach allows for a platform to address both the 
physical urgencies that exist throughout the villages while also 
addressing the greatest need—the spiritual urgency of encountering, 
knowing, and embracing Jesus.

THE FIRST YEAR

In the last year, program leaders (national-led but supported by our 
expat/missionary families) have invested heavily in cultivating and 
equipping students and establishing a holistic and biblical foun-
dation for the program’s future. This process began with intense 
prayer, planning, intentionality, and then locating and remodeling 
a building to serve both discipleship training and living quarters 
for the students. Beyond the logistics and operation, they provided 
guidance and oversight as the students established a routine for 
both college training and discipleship courses. 
This first year also had a focus on outreach and 
engagement, and included outreach trips to home 
villages and unreached areas.

As the program has been established and engaged 
in the Boudha-community (an ethnic-Tibetan 
neighborhood in the heart of Kathmandu), stu-
dents and staff are seeing new opportunities arise 
for engagement with ethnic-Tibetan communities 
surrounding the hostel and the local churches. 
Believers from Dolpa, Lhomi, and Sherpa back-
grounds are already asking about the next 
student intake.

Most recently, the Highlands Bible College 
received official registration from the govern-
ment—highly significant for longevity and sustain-
ability. However, security remains to be a concern 
due to the Christ-centered nature of the program.

—MATTHEW 9:37B ESV

2018  
impact

16 
students 
currently 
enrolled in  
the program
 
9 of 12 
districts 
of the  
Himalayas 
represented 
by students

2 trips
per student 
each year for 
outreach as 
part of class 
requirements

The harvest is 
plentiful, but the 
laborers are few.
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Healing in the Heart

25 years of reconciliation in 
Burundi following genocide

of Africa

GLOBAL OUTREACH

ALARM (African Leadership and Reconciliation 
Ministries) was founded in 1994 in the aftermath 
of an unthinkable event—the Rwandan Genocide 
that stole the lives of almost a million people 
in 100 days. 2019 marks ALARM’s 25th anniver-
sary and the 25th anniversary of the Rwandan 
Genocide. ALARM began by training Rwandan 
pastors to know that their identity is not in their 
tribe, but in Christ. Only then could they disciple 
others. But the Church needed to go even deeper 
by becoming agents of peace and reconciliation 
in the community and in the nation.

“The ministry of reconciliation is not given to the 
government. The ministry of reconciliation is 
the mission of the Church. The Church must be 
equipped to be agents of forgiveness in its context,” 
said Dr. Célestin Musekura, founder of ALARM.

ALARM is African-led and African-staffed. They 
empower superbly qualified nationals to do min-
istry in their own countries, where they are inti-
mately connected to the people, the languages, 
and the culture.

“Imagine communities and nations led by lead-
ers who see themselves as servants, accountable 
to their people and accountable to God. Leaders 
who empower and allow people to dream of a bet-
ter future together. The actions of the few impact 
the many. Leadership matters,” said Dr. Musekura.

Since 2008, Forest Hill has invested—through 
ALARM—in the country of Burundi, a heart-
shaped nation adjacent to Rwanda in central 
Africa. Burundi, like Rwanda, has the need for 
Biblical reconciliation among tribal factions and 
equipping African leaders with the Gospel.

“For the last 11 years, Forest Hill has engaged in 
Kingdom partnership with ALARM. We have 
focused on investing resources in Pastoral 
Leadership training especially in Burundi. 
Unfortunately, this region continues to be a 
hot spot for political, social and tribal unrest. 
However, the Burundian Church is growing stron-
ger and more resilient through ALARM’s steady 
focus and Gospel influence,” said John Parker, 
Forest Hill’s Director of Outreach.

14,115 
total leaders 

trained

5,306 
men & women 

equipped 
through servant 

leadership 
training

273 
pastors in  
the 3-year 

Pastoral 
Leadership 

Training Institute

154 
women in the 

3-year Women’s 
Leadership 

Training Institute

2018
impact

DR. CÉLESTIN MUSEKURA 
FOUNDER OF ALARM

The ministry of 
reconciliation is 

the mission of 
the Church.

alarm-inc.org

http://alarm-inc.org
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Christian 
parents model 
sacrificial love.

Christian 
judges and 

lawyers 
defend the 

vulnerable and 
work towards 

restorative 
systems.

Church lead-
ers come 
together to 
build God’s 
Kingdom 
and promote 
peaceful 
co-existence.

Pastors 
counsel and 
become 
mediators 
for couples 
and others in 
the midst of 
conflict and 
injustice.

What does 
reconciliation 

look like?
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In 2015, Forest Hill Church began a partnership with Pastor Hikmat Kashouh 
and Resurrection Church Beirut to continue to grow and support a dynamic 
church in Lebanon that was bringing the Gospel to a Muslim nation greatly 
impacted by the war in Syria and the plight of Syrian refugees.

This partnership opened the door for Forest Hill to develop strategic relation-
ships throughout the MENA region—the Middle East and North Africa—to sup-
port organizations that are sharing the Good News of Christ, training pastors, 
planting churches and caring for the poor and vulnerable.

With partnerships in Lebanon, Egypt, Iran and Tunisia, the generosity of Forest 
Hill’s congregation is having an impact in growing, influential global cities.

Hundreds of new Iranian and 
Afghan believers have recently 

been baptized across the Iran 
region. The large-scale bap-

tisms have been occasions of 
great celebration, often lasting 

from morning to evening.

Strategic relationships throughout 
Middle East/North Africa

SEEDS 
OF FAITH

GLOBAL OUTREACH



2019 Generosity Report  |  21

TUNISIA

This spring, Forest Hill announced a collabora-
tion with Lake Forest Church, located in the Lake 
Norman area of North Carolina, Kasr El Dobara 
Evangelical Church, located in Cairo, Egypt and 
United World Mission to strengthen the Church 
in Tunis, Tunisia through leadership develop-
ment and church planting. While Tunis is a grow-
ing global city, only 200 
believers are estimated 
to populate this mostly 
Arabic, Muslim region.

The goal of this 3-year 
partnership is to change 
the trajectory of the 
church in Tunis and 
affect an entire nation 
with the Gospel. With a focus on a deep disci-
pleship framework, the prayer is to see Gospel 
growth where disciples are making disciples for 
generations to come.

ELAM

In 1979, the Islamic Revolution took place in Iran. 
The Ayatollah took over Iran’s government and as 
a result, evangelism was banned and Christian 
missionaries were forced to leave Iran. At the time, 
there were only 500 known believers.

Since then, Iranians have become increasingly 
disillusioned with Islam. The political, economic, 
and spiritual situation in Iran has resulted in 
a deep spiritual hunger for truth. Iran may be 
a closed land, but the people have open hearts. 
Iranians today are seen as the most open Muslim 
people to the Gospel in the world. More have 
become Christians since the revolution than the 
previous 1,300 years put together.

In fact, the fastest growing number of Christians 
in the world is in Iran. But that hasn’t always 
been the case. For generations, Christianity has 
been illegal and Christians have been persecuted. 
Elam Ministries, Forest Hill’s third partnership to 
reach the MENA region, can trace its origins back 
to when the first Christian missionaries arrived 
in Iran planting the first seeds of faith in a coun-
try that would require hundreds of years and the 
deaths of many martyrs before faith took root.

The fastest 
growing number 

of Christians in the 
world is in Iran.

Elam was founded in 1990 by senior Iranian 
church leaders with a vision to serve the grow-
ing church in the Iran region. From the begin-

ning, Elam’s passion 
was training and equip-
ping Iranian Christians 
to reach and disciple 
their countrymen.

“The harvest in Iran 
today is the result of the 
faithful obedience of 
God’s people through-

out the generations. Now it’s our turn to continue 
the legacy of faithful evangelism and discipleship 
for generations to come,” said David Yeghnazar, 
Executive Director of Elam Ministries.

Elam’s vision is that all the people of the Iran 
region would have the opportunity to come to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ and follow Him as a 
disciple, and that Iranians would be instrumental 
in taking the Gospel to other Muslims.

RESURRECTION CHURCH BEIRUT

Resurrection Church Beirut, in Lebanon, was 
a small church of around one hundred peo-
ple when they began to welcome refugees from 
Middle Eastern countries, and sacrificially served 
those in need in their community. Through 
Pastor Hikmat’s leadership over the last decade, 
Resurrection Church has grown to more than two 
thousand believers and their emphasis on disci-
ple-making has resulted in the church currently 
having 270 life groups.

Jesus is drawing more people to himself in the 
Middle East through the ministry of churches like 
Resurrection Church in Lebanon, and through 
miraculous divine visitations of God. Resurrection 
Church is continuing to develop best practices for 
discipling refugees from Arab contexts.

3,785+ 
reached in 3 
locations in 
Beirut

9M+ 
views on 
live-broad-
casted services

33,000+ 
reached 
digitally 
with Gospel-
centered 
video content

310+ 
refugee 
families 
received 
food vouchers

2,500+ 
refugee 
families 
received 
relief aid

85 
refugee 
children 
participated in 
The Learning 
Support 
Program

2,700+ 
received 
medical help

Resurrection Church 
Beirut
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Forest Hill congregants are impacting children 
and teachers in Guatemala and Haiti through child 
sponsorships. Because of the generosity of these 
Forest Hill individuals and families, 211 children 
and teachers are fully sponsored. This means that 
the children are receiving the nutrition, medical 
care, education, hygiene and spiritual care they 
wouldn’t otherwise be able to receive.

GUATEMALA

In La Limonada, one the largest slums in Central 
America, located near Guatemala City, 131 teach-
ers and students are sponsored by Forest Hillers 
through Lemonade International.

Through sponsorship, children (ages 4–11) are 
welcomed into the academies, where they are dis-
cipled and given the opportunity to choose hope 
over the despair of gang culture. Students grow 

physically as they are fed, taught proper hygiene, 
and given vitamins; intellectually as they are edu-
cated; socially as they play with their friends; and 
spiritually as they are loved, valued, and taught 
the way of Jesus.

While public school is free in Guatemala for a 
half day through the sixth grade, most parents 
in La Limonada cannot afford the tuition needed 
to keep their children in school past that point. 
Sponsorship is customized for each scholar 
based on their education goals, but may cover 
the cost of tuition, uniforms, books, and school 
supplies, as well as the ongoing guidance of the 
Director of Scholars.

Day after day, local teachers risk their lives to walk 
with the children through their vulnerable years. 
To stand with them through abuse, hunger, and 
trauma. To instruct, disciple, and prepare them 
to live full lives. Sponsorship ensures they receive 
a fair wage and the encouragement of knowing 
someone is standing behind them.

HAITI

Through Mission of Hope Haiti, 80 children are 
sponsored by our congregants to receive a daily 
nutritious meal, Christ-centered curriculum and 
care. Children can be sponsored as students or as 
part of the Village of Hope Orphan sponsorship. 
Students in this program come to school each day 
and then return home to live in the village with 
their families.

Village of Hope children are raised in a Christ-
centered, supportive community providing each 
child a relational family environment where they 
can grow and thrive physically, mentally, emo-
tionally, and spiritually.

Child sponsorships in Guatemala & Haiti

Changing Lives
Around the Globe

GLOBAL OUTREACH
lemonadeinternational.org 
missionofhope.com

The Martin 
family from 

FHC–Waxhaw 
has been 

sponsoring 
a child at 

the Toronja 
Academy in La 

Limonada for 
more than 2 

years through 
Lemonade 

International.

http://lemonadeinternational.org
http://missionofhope.com
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Bernadette is part of a group of farmers 
leveraging loans and training from Urwego 

Bank, HOPE’s microfinance institution in 
Rwanda. Together, these rice growers are 

expanding their farmland, hiring more labor-
ers, and cultivating greater harvests.

Financial training and support 
through HOPE International

GLOBAL OUTREACH

HOPE International invests in the dreams of fam-
ilies in the world’s underserved communities by 
sharing the hope of Christ while providing bibli-
cally-based training, savings services and loans 
that restore dignity and break the cycle of poverty.

“It would be impossible to live out HOPE’s mission 
without your partnership and support. Thank you 
for joining with us to bring Christ’s love and mean-
ingful work to nearly 925,000 men and women 
around the globe. It’s humbling to join God in this 
work of restoration and a joy to walk with you in 
this mission,” said Peter Greer, President and CEO 
of HOPE International.

Today, less than 10% of the world’s population 
lives in extreme poverty. And while we celebrate 
that progress, there are still millions who can-
not meet their basic needs. HOPE believes that 
investing in men and women living in poverty 
unlocks their God-given talents and skills, equip-
ping them to provide for their families. Seeking 
to break through the barriers of poverty, HOPE 
uses their skills as bankers, pastors and devel-
opment workers to offer dignity and the tools to 
escape poverty through Saving Group Programs, a 
Microfinance Institution and Small and Medium 
Enterprise Lending.

This year, HOPE began to invest in Diaconia, the 
only Christ-centered microfinance institution in 
Paraguay—a country where more than 1.5 mil-
lion people live below the poverty line. Currently 
3,500 people are being served. Forest Hill Church 
is one of 70 church partners joining HOPE as they 
serve families in Ukraine, Romania, Moldova, the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, Peru, Paraguay, the 
Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Zambia, 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Asia and the Philippines.

hopeinternational.orgBREAKING 
BARRIERS OF 
POVERTY

http://hopeinternational.org
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SOFT HEARTS 
IN HARD PLACES

Sowing seeds for the Gospel in the Hindu Heartland

GLOBAL OUTREACH

“Forest Hill Church, thank you for your partnership and generous gift 
of $100,000 in 2018. Your gift trained and equipped 40 church plant-
ers in the Indian states of Chhattisgarh, Madya Pradesh, and Uttar 
Pradesh to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others,” said 
Josh (last name withheld for security purposes), Executive Director 
of Marketing and Communications for Mission India.

Last year, when a young girl began to suffer 
from seizures, her family took her to witch 
doctors and tried rituals to heal her. When 
nothing worked, someone suggested they 
take her to a local pastor. The pastor’s house 
church began a week-long prayer vigil for the 
child. During the vigil, she slipped into a coma 
and then awoke healed. The family (pictured 
above) gave their lives to Christ because of 
the community of faith around them and the 
miracle of healing they experienced. As a 
result of their conversion, they were excom-
municated from their village no longer able 
to work in the fields or drink from the well. 
They were forced to leave because of their 
decision to turn from Hinduism and become 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

From the field

missionindia.org

http://missionindia.org


“The areas your investment serves are strategically chosen because of 
your commitment to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth. These 
areas are hard areas to do ministry because of persecution, tribalism, 
anti-conversion laws and much more. Your investment in training 
church planters is strategic and in this northern, middle region of 
India—where there’s less than a fraction of a percent of Christians—
it’s critical.”

When the church planter training is done, these Kingdom-Builders 
enter into a lifetime of ministry. Though persecuted and resisted, 
they continue to bravely knock on doors during their fieldwork, 
offering to pray for people and share the Gospel. As our church plant-
ers confidently lead—grounded in faith—they build trust and a repu-
tation for praying prayers that result in God’s miracles.

In the last year, persecution—and the anxiety that surrounds it—has 
been the number one issue facing Christians in India. For the last 
five years, the fundamentalist Hindu government has been flexing its 
muscles against religious minorities—Muslims and Christians spe-
cifically in India. Just recently, the political landscape surrounding 
Kashmir—a Muslim majority state in India—is changing as a result 
of the government’s desire to restrict religious minorities. Many feel 
that this political move is indicative of an increase in persecution of 
Christians—now and to come. Open Doors ranks India as the tenth 
most persecuted nation for Christians in the world—ahead of even 
Iran and Syria.

“You guys are invested at such a high level. From the very beginning, 
your desire to do work in hard places, combined with the incredible 
generosity of your congregation, has brought the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to thousands of Indians who would not have had the opportu-
nity to hear the Gospel. Thank you.”

Forest Hill  
church planters 
lifetime impact

In September 2018, one of Forest 
Hill’s sponsored church planters, 
Anita Ahirwar passed away due 

to complications during childbirth. 
By God’s grace, her husband, 

Hari, continued Anita’s work and 
has established three prayer 

cells. Additionally, he planted one 
church that has 30 believers. Ten 

members even professed their 
faith through baptism.
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Laura Snow has been a part of the life and 
times of Forest Hill for 20 years. All five of 
her sons have been a part of Kids@FHC, 

and in fact, two were baptized last summer. Laura 
has been a part of women’s ministry over the years 
and has led multiple Life Groups.

God has used so much of Laura’s personal journey 
through foster care and adoption to impact those 
for His Kingdom. And now, he’s using her 20 years 
as a flight attendant with USAir and the 13 years 
she spent as the Director of Global Outreach at 
Forest Hill to change the way the Church reaches 
the ends of the earth for Christ.

Laura is now the CEO of Mission Forward, an 
organization that works with churches to remove 
the hurdles of Global Outreach to ensure that the 
benefit of cross-cultural discipleship shines—leav-
ing both in-country nationals and missionaries 
better for the experience.

“We feel strongly that the Great Commission is 
meant for everyone. Every believer should be 
striving to live life on mission daily; to be salt and 
light in their home, work space, neighborhoods, 
cities and sometimes even across the globe.

MOVING MISSIONS 
FORWARD

A journey to cross-cultural discipleship

GLOBAL OUTREACH
missionforwardgroup.com

http://missionforwardgroup.com
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Sending individuals and/or teams cross-culturally 
can be challenging and stressful. We have seen 
churches and organizations spend a lot of time 
and energy working to educate themselves on the 
logistics and safety/security measures that need 
to be in place to send people and then not have 
the time or resources to prepare the team for the 
actual experience.

Our hope is to take the stress out of the sending 
process, so that churches can spend the time 
needed to spiritually disciple and prepare the 
hearts of those that are going,” said Laura.

Mission Forward was birthed out of a 2-and-a-
half-year relationship with other churches in a 
Global Learning Circle as part of the ForCharlotte 
network. “Even though we are from different 
churches and denominations, this group has rela-
tional and philosophical unity around missions. 
Our execution may look a little different, but our 
philosophy is the same. Our hope is to continue 
bringing churches together so that we can learn 
from each other, including learning from each 
other’s mistakes,” said Laura.

Mission Forward’s desire is to encourage other 
churches to move from activity to impact, while 
avoiding mission pitfalls and what they like to 
call missional malpractice. For Mission Forward, 
impact means that every person involved would 
experience God in a new way—and it would make 
a difference to both the indigenous people and 
the trip participants once home to the United 
States. This means that both short-term trip par-
ticipants and the people they are visiting (mostly 
from developing countries) are learning from 
each other. “There’s so much power in witness-
ing what God’s doing in someone else’s life, while 
you’re simultaneously experiencing what He’s 
doing in yours,” Laura reflected. “That’s cross-cul-
tural discipleship.”

For Laura, what’s impacted her most about serv-
ing around the globe is hospitality. It’s confronted 
her own idea of what Kingdom hospitality looks 
like. “Because hospitality is not my giftedness, I 
use that as an excuse for not welcoming people 
in. But when you’re in India, and a family invites 
you into their dirt floor shanty, brings you the 

best seat in the house and treats you like a valued 
friend—that challenges me to bring that love back 
to my home and welcome people like Jesus did.”

“All of us are equipped to go. All of us are called to go. 
It may be to serve your neighbor or to serve around 
the globe. Step out of what’s familiar and let God 
take you further than you ever imagined through 
relationships, conversations, prayer and love.”

When asked what’s the first step for someone 
feeling called to a short-term mission trip, Laura 
says to pray and talk to your Life Group leader 
or Campus Pastor. Forest Hill has multiple trips 
planned each year with spots open for leaders 
and participants.

All of us are called 
to go. It may be to 
serve your neighbor 
or to serve around 
the globe.
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the Hopeless

are unable to read or write, and have become fur-
ther isolated with their own dialect, traditions 
and superstitions.

“The major problem facing the Roma gypsies is 
hope. They have none. They have experienced 
decades of oppression and poverty. They don’t 
know opportunity. Outside of a relationship with 
Christ, there is no hope,” said 79-year-old, Larry.

When asked if Roma gypsies were recognized as 
Bulgarians by the government, Larry responded 
with slumped shoulders, “They’re not considered 
as anything. Nothing.”

Larry became involved in the work of bringing the 
Gospel to Bulgaria when he first met Pastor Tony 
Delcho in 2006. Delcho, a missionary, needed 
$3,600 to pay the rent of a church plant in a gypsy 
village. That would pay for an entire year—and 
Larry said yes, let’s do this. Since then, Larry has 
inspired three different Forest Hill men’s Life 
Groups to become engaged in this work, including 
fellow Forest Hiller Jim Anderson, who’s retired 
from a 36-year-career at IBM. Combined, they’ve 
traveled to Bulgaria close to a dozen times, build-
ing relationships with pastors, children and fami-
lies—all in the name of Jesus.

“One evening, while sitting around the dinner table 
with Pastor Delcho and his wife Nina, we began to 
have a vision for what was possible in Bulgaria. It 
really began with a vision that the Lord gave Nina 
to reach Roma gypsy children through a Vacation 
Bible School model. Since then, more than 400 
children have come through our Vacation Bible 
Schools. It’s remarkable,” said Jim.

Jim Anderson 
seen here with 
Stavri—a past 

VBS participant 
and current 

RTP pastor in 
training.

Church planting and VBS in Bulgaria

Hoping for

Thirteen years ago Larry Shelby, an Army Colonel 
and Vietnam veteran, was introduced to a mis-
sionary who had big dreams for Bulgaria—the 
formerly communist, bread basket of Europe. 
Because of that chance meeting, more than 400 
Bulgarian and Roma gypsy children have been 
exposed to the Good News of Jesus Christ and pas-
tors are being trained to reach and disciple this 
incredibly complex population.

Although Bulgaria became a democracy in 1989, 
the effects of communism are still widespread 
throughout the nation, especially for the large 
population of Roma gypsies. The gypsies, with a 
reputation for theft, crime and low education, are 
highly discriminated against. They are isolated, 
under-educated, under-employed and because 
of that, experience high levels of poverty—living 
in slums and even landfills. The cyclical nature 
of poverty has created generations of people who 

GLOBAL OUTREACH
foresthill.org/serve

http://www.foresthill.org/serve


“The most remarkable part is that the Roma gypsy children are wor-
shipping and learning alongside Bulgarian children. Roma gypsy 
adults are volunteering alongside Bulgarian adults. Reconciliation 
is happening right before our very eyes.”

“Pastor Delcho’s church is now a part of a 27-evangelical church net-
work in Bulgaria. We are now creating a model to train and equip 
these lay pastors to be the hands and feet of Christ throughout 
Bulgaria. And in many cases, that looks like teaching them to first 
read and write,” said Larry.

Jim and Larry have partnered with a church in Tuscumbia, Alabama 
who will take over the funding of the Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
project—freeing Forest Hill to now contribute to the Roma Training 
Program (RTP). There’s a waiting list for this 14-week pastoral train-
ing program that takes place over two years. With Nina’s background 
as an educator (she just received a national award for the Teacher of 

Reconciliation is happening 
right before our very eyes.
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the Year in Bulgaria), the Delchos will craft a pas-
toral training curriculum that educates the Roma 
gypsy lay leaders on their education level, respect-
ing their cultural nutrients and needs.

“We truly believe that seeds are being planted all 
over Bulgaria. In fact, we see signs of the harvest 
to come. At our very first VBS, we met a young 
8-year-old boy named Stavri. Stavri was excep-
tional. He was attentive and eager. And the Holy 
Spirit got a hold of him—and his life has changed. 
Now 17, Stavri is seen as a spiritual leader in his 
village. He will be the youngest to complete RTP. 
He even taught himself how to play guitar so that 
he can lead worship. He’s now planting seeds for 
the Gospel,” said Jim.

The work in Bulgaria is not project-based. It’s 
highly relational and long term. “You’re going to 
be a part of someone’s life. And your life will be 
changed because of it,” reflected Jim. “Our whole 
Life Group is different because of Larry’s passion 
for Bulgaria. He’s taken that passion and poured it 

Bulgarian 
and Roma 
gypsy children 
celebrating 
Vacation 
Bible School 
graduation.

into a group of men who now regularly pour back 
into our community at places like Hoskins Park 
and Charlotte Family Housing.”

“The level of volunteer engagement through Larry 
and Jim is something we would love to see more 
of—Forest Hill congregants on fire for a move-
ment of the Spirit around the world,” said John 
Parker, Forest Hill’s Director of Outreach.

When hearing Larry and Jim’s personal stories of 
their road to faith, it’s easy to see that the Lord has 
been preparing them for the work they’re doing in 
Bulgaria and around Charlotte. The Lord is wast-
ing no part of their trials and triumphs to impact 
the next generation for Christ in Eastern Europe.

GLOBAL OUTREACH
foresthill.org/serve

http://www.foresthill.org/serve
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