
DEATH CERTIFICATES

Gertif ied copies of the death certif icate wil l be needed to settle many
estate issues. The number needed wi l l  vary f rom person to person.
These may or may not apply to you depending on the ci rcumstances.
Do not over order, additional copies can be ordered at any time.

NOTE: Photocopies are not accepted in most cases.

a)  L i fe  Insurance -  One for  each insurance company,  even i f  there is  more
than one policy through that company.

b) Attorney - You wil l  need 1 or 2 copies for any attorney that wil l  be sett l ing
estate issues.

c) Probate Attorney - There wil l  be several addit ional death cert i f icates needed
if the estate is to be probated.

d) Veteran Benefits - You are entit led to one "Government Use" copy of the
death cert i f icate that may be used for VA purposes.

e) Banks - You need one death cert i f icate for each bank, even if  there are
mul t ip le  accounts wi th  that  bank.  You would a lso need one for  banks that
hold Certi f icates of Deposit (CD's). l f  you ask, many banks wil l  make a copy
of your original and return i t  to you.

f) Stocks - l f  the stock is individually or joint ly owned, you need one for each
company.  l f  a  broker  ho lds the s tock,  you should only  need one for  each
brokerage company used.

g) Bonds - Savings Bonds may be cashed in with one copy regardless of the
number of bonds. Corporate investment bonds wil l  require one death cert i f icate
for each company.

h) Bureau of Motor Vehicles - You wil l  need one death cert i f icate to transfer
the t i t le  on any vehic le .  You may apply  to  t ransfer  up to  2 vehic les on a
surviving spouse benefit  in most states. You should also cancel the driver's
l icense of the deceased.

i) Employer - The employer of the deceased may need one copy for any available
death benefits.

j) IRA's - Each f inancial insti tut ion that holds an IRA account wil l  need a death
cert i f icate. 401K14038/Retirement Plans wil l  also need one.

k)  Heal th  Insurance -  May need a death cer t i f icate.  Some heal th  insurance
policies have l i fe insurance riders.

l) Income Tax - You wil l  need one for each county, state and federal income
tax f i l ing.

m) Property Tax - Each county where the deceased owned property wil l  require
a death cert i f icate.


