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Welcome to Reach Out! [Editors Note: For 

this edition of Reach Out, we have a guest 

writer, Jennifer Holik, author of the fantastic 

new series, Branching Out: Genealogy for 

… series books: 1
st
 – 3

rd
 Grade 

Students, 4
th

-8
th

 Grade 

Students, High School 

Students, and 

Adults, and Engaging the 

Next Generation A Guide for 

Genealogy Societies and 

Libraries.  

 

Partners 

Genealogy is not just about names, dates, 

and places of our family members. It also 

includes history of the area in which our 

ancestors lived. Incorporating this history 

helps bring our ancestors to life. The 

Chicago History Museum offers kids and 

families a way to connect with Chicago area 

history through their Kids & Families page.   

On this site the kids can get homework help, 

learn about museum events, read Chicago 

stories, and play games. Check out this site 

and let us know what you think.  

 

Education: Family History in First Grade 

Many public schools in the United States 

teach genealogy in the classrooms in some 

form. In Woodridge, Illinois, the William F. 

Murphy School starts teaching pieces of 

genealogy in first grade. In the 2011-2012 

school year the first grade classes discussed 

family reunions and family trees.  
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The family tree was not described as your 

typical pedigree chart. Instead, the teacher 

writes the name of a student at the top of a 

sheet of paper and draws a box around it. 

She then draws a line down and a line 

running across the page. Off of this line, the 

names of the student’s mother/step-mother 

and siblings are written. The student creates 

a new chart for the father’s side. It is one 

way to show a connection to family in this 

simple chart.    

 

How does your school teach genealogy in 

First Grade? 

 

Education: Resources for Teachers & 

Students 

Have you heard of the website PBS 

Ancestors? This is a companion site to a 

genealogy television series called Ancestors 

that aired in 1997. Episode guides available 

online provide assistance on what each was 

about and the information taught. The site 

contains a lot of resources for both teachers 

and students. There are free charts to get you 

started on your genealogical journey; 

teacher’s guides; resource guides; state 

resources; and helpful tips.  

 

Also included are sections on major record 

types; records at risk; technology; writing a 

family history; and a glossary of commonly 

used genealogical terms. Check out the user-

submitted tips section for help with your 

research questions.  

 

Project: Start a New Thanksgiving 

Tradition 

As families gather together this 

Thanksgiving and holiday season, consider 

starting a new tradition that documents the 

lives of your family. Create a Family 

Almanac.  

 

The Almanac can contain interviews 

conducted by the children in the family; 

stories about important events in the family; 

photographs of family members; vital 

information on each family member; likes 

and dislikes; hobbies; anything you can 

imagine. Let the child be as creative as he 

wants to be as he records the family history. 

 

Create the Almanac in a notebook or 

scrapbook. Date the entries so you can see 
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over time how the family has changed. And 

finally, share the book with everyone in the 

family, even those you see at other times 

during the year so the history can be as 

complete as possible.  

 

Membership  

Are you interested in joining a genealogical 

society? Do you want to get involved but are 

unsure how? Do you need to accumulate 

volunteer hours for a school or organization 

requirement? Then talk to your local 

societies because they need your help as 

much as you need theirs.  

 

Many societies have projects such as 

indexing or data entry so they may publish 

books or information on websites. Talk to 

your local society leaders to find out what 

projects are available. Then check with your 

school, local scout group, or other 

organization that may require volunteer 

hours as part of their requirements for 

membership to find out how you can 

document the volunteer hours.  

 

Volunteering a few hours a week or month 

to help a society prepare materials can 

benefit them because they are engaging the 

younger generation and growing their 

membership. It benefits you by providing 

hours for a service requirement, perhaps 

teaching you a new skill, and growing your 

knowledge about genealogy.  

 

Financial Considerations: Scout type 

organizations 

Promoting your family history society does 

not have to cost you a dime. Are you a 

member of a scouting-type organization 

such as the Boy Scouts of America or 4-H? 

These two organizations offer troop 

members a genealogy badge if they 

complete several requirements such as 

filling out a pedigree chart; compiling 

family group sheets; locating certain 

documents; and keeping a journal.  

 

How can you help build a younger 

membership for your family history society? 

Encourage your troop to seek guidance and 

help on their badge projects through your 

local society. Encourage them to join the 

society and continue their family history 

education.  

 

Financial Considerations: Contests  

Are you looking for scholarship money or a 

little extra spending money? Check out your 

local genealogical societies and see if they 

offer a writing contest. Some societies offer 

monetary prizes for the top two or three 



essays or projects that meet their contest 

requirements.  

 

Share Your Story  

We really want to hear about your 

promotional work and how much fun you 

are having doing your family history. Please 

let us know what has worked for you! 

Either you or a responsible adult can e-mail 

us with family history updates at: 

Outreach@fgs.org  

 

Resources 

Books 

Greene, Bob, Fulford, D.G. To Our 

Children’s Children: Preserving Family 

Histories for Generations to Come. New 

York: Doubleday, 1998. 

Hart, Cynthia. The Oral History Workshop: 

Collect and Celebrate the Life Stories of 

Your Family and Friends.  New York: 

Workman Publishing Company, 2009. 

To view reviews about the Branching Out 

series, please visit the Generations Blog.  

Websites 

National Archives Docs Teach  

This website will help you bring history to 

life. By registering for a free account on this 

site you can create your own history 

activities. These activities support the 

National History Standards. 

Library of Congress for Teachers  

This site offers materials to teachers to 

effectively use primary sources. It also 

contains self-paced online professional 

development modules.  

National Archives Teacher’s Resources  

This site provides lesson plans and 

activities, school tours, and activities, using 

primary sources and more. 
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