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Reach Out: Youth Edition 

 

Welcome to the second edition of 

Reach Out!  

 

This edition is aimed at all young 

family historians between the ages of 6 

and 18 years old. Each issue of Reach 

Out will give you ideas for promoting 

your family history society and 

activities to your friends and 

schoolmates outside the genealogy 

world. You are the future of family 

history and the more young people 

who are involved, the better that future 

will be. 

 

Projects: Festival Memories 

As winter approaches many of us are 

making plans for celebration. Over 

autumn and winter, festivals of light 

take place across the world. The six 

major world religions all celebrate 

light in the dark winter months. 

Examples of these festivals are 

arranged alphabetically: 

 

Buddhism - Bodhi Day (Day of 

Enlightenment) 

Christianity - Christmas 

Hinduism - Diwali (Festival of Lights) 

Islam - Eid 

Judaism - Hanukkah 

Sikhism - Diwali 

 

Not all festivals are linked to religion. 

In the USA festivities begin with 

Halloween on 31 October and 

Thanksgiving at the end of November. 

Many religious and non-religious 

communities celebrate the New Year; 

Chinese communities celebrate 

Chinese New Year toward the end of 

winter in the northern hemisphere.  

 

Family historians like festivals as they 

often bring different generations 

together. Adults and children gather to 

have fun, but many also use the 

opportunity to talk about their family's 

past. If you have a family gathering for 

any festival, try to ask older members 

about your family history. 

 

For this project, the focus is memories 

of the festivals themselves. What do 

your parents, grandparents and other 

relatives remember of festivals past? 

Themes you may wish to cover are: 

 

 festival meals or foods (e.g. 

turkey, cranberry sauce, coin in 

the Christmas pudding, latkes, 

Dahj-bhalle, traditional sweets, 

pulling crackers) 

 specific religious ceremonies at 

specific places (e.g. Midnight 

service in a church) 

 practices at home (e.g. lighting 

the Hannukah candle) 



 music or songs associated with 

the festival (e.g. Diwali songs, 

Christmas carols) 

 home decoration (e.g. lights, 

Christmas trees)  

 

Hopefully, asking questions about 

these specific themes and details will 

help relatives remember the names of 

churches that they attended, names of 

people who were there, and other 

details that can help you further your 

genealogical research. You can present 

your project however you like. 

 

Do be aware that although festivals are 

happy times for many, for some they 

can highlight loneliness, isolation or 

poverty. Some relatives, for example, 

may never have received a Christmas 

present throughout their childhood. Or 

their winter memories may only be of 

cold weather, poor conditions and 

illness. Be sensitive with your 

questions, and don't push your relatives 

to speak if they are not comfortable. 

 

As usual, please contact us at Reach 

Out to let us know your progress, and 

you could be featured in a forthcoming 

edition. 

 

Partners 

FamilySearch is one of the partners of 

FGS. Many of you may live near one 

of their Family History Centers. The 

Latter-Day Saints now have a new 

Youth website at 

https://lds.org/youth/family-

history?lang=eng where members get 

involved and share their experience of 

researching family history. 

 

This edition’s featured website for 

young people is Washington D.C. The 

museum is the biggest in the whole 

world, and is called the Smithsonian. 

The main children’s webpage is 

http://www.si.edu/Kids but there are 

lots of other connected pages such as 

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/s

tudents/ where you can explore, 

discover and learn, and the 

Encyclopedia 

http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia/Searc

h/Kids%20Favorites from where you 

can check out the exhibitions from the 

comfort of your own home. 

 

It’s a great resource for homework too. 

Look at the Explore by Topic link 

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/s

tudents/explore_by_topic/explore_by_t

opic.html to see if tonight’s homework 

is covered. 

 

And discover more about the 

Presidents of the U.S.A. at 

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/

president/gallerymain.aspx Find out 

who was President when your 

grandparents were born! 

 

This site is so packed with information 

it could keep you busy for months. Let 

us know if it helps you with any family 

history projects. 

 

 

We will feature a different website in 

each edition. The museums and 

websites do not have to be in capital 

cities. Local village or town museums 

are also really useful. If your museum 

has a great website for kids or is 

welcoming to young people, then let us 

know! 

 

We will feature a different website in 

each edition. What websites for young 

people have you found useful? 

 

Education - Family History at School 

Does your school or college include 

family history as part of its 

curriculum? If so, great! Please write 

in and tell us about it. 
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At Brookfield School in North 

London, the year one classes learned 

how to construct a family tree. They 

looked at a pedigree chart made from 

photographs and then used the 

experience to draw their own family 

trees. 

 

Membership  

Is your family history society making 

it easy for young people to join? You 

could speak with the executive and 

show them that you would like to help. 

You could take leaflets to school, or 

ask your teacher if a mention of the 

family history society could be made 

in the school newsletter. 

 

As usual, perhaps adults from your 

family history society could help out. 

If a family member is also a member 

of a family history society, maybe you 

could ask him or her to come along. 

 

Financial Consideration  

It is difficult for young people to spend 

money on promoting family history, 

but your society or school may be able 

to help you do this in a free or 

inexpensive way. Your school or club 

could mention your family history 

activities in its newsletter, or perhaps 

allow you to do a family history 

presentation to your group, or in a 

school assembly. If your family history 

group has any posters advertising 

forthcoming events, like family history 

fairs, ask your teacher for permission 

to stick one up in school. 

 

Let us know if you have managed to 

save money or raise money for family 

history projects! 

 

TechTip: Multimedia Family 

History 

 

Family gatherings at the holidays are a 

great time to record family stories and 

memories. Take it a step farther than 

just writing down what people share 

and consider getting a digital voice 

recorder to capture stories in your 

relatives’ voices. Although a video 

also works, consider making a separate 

audio recording. This gives you a 

backup and audio recordings can easily 

be combined with images from the past 

to help bring the memory to life. This 

is a great project for youth. Older 

relatives may not have the technical 

knowledge to use a computer to 

combine voice, music, pictures, and 

video. Even those who do may not 

have enough time. Future generations 

(and even your future self) will 

appreciate hearing memories directly 

from a relative rather than just reading 

them. 

 

 

Share your story 

 

We really want to hear how your work 

is going and how much fun you are 

having doing your family history. 

Please let us know what has gone well.  

 

As an inspiration, have you heard of 

Chris Child? In 1997, Chris started 

work at the New England Historical 

Genealogical Society (NEHGS), 

Newbury Street, Boston, as an intern, 

aged 16.  He first visited the building 

with the Boy Scouts when he was just 

11 years old. He is now a well-known 

genealogist working for the Newbury 

Street Press. He enjoys tracing famous 

people’s family histories. Recently he 

found that Madonna and Lady Gaga 

are ninth cousins once removed, and 

previously he solved the mystery of 

Abraham Lincoln’s true grandparents. 

The website for NEHGS is 

www.americanancestors.org/ 

 

Either you or a responsible adult can 

email us with family history updates 

at: fgsoutreach@fgs.org    

http://www.americanancestors.org/
mailto:fgsoutreach@fgs.org
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