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Welcome to Reach Out!  

 

This edition is aimed at all young family 

historians between the ages of 6 and 18 years 

old. Each issue of Reach Out will give you ideas 

for promoting your family history society and 

activities to your friends and schoolmates 

outside the genealogy world. You are the future 

of family history and the more young people 

who are involved, the better that future will be. 

 

Projects 

12 year old Glynn Mullen has recently spent 

months compiling a Roll of Honour of former 

pupils of his school who died in the Second 

World War. Glynn is a pupil at Leith Academy 

in Edinburgh, Scotland. He based most of his 

research on the Commonwealth War Grave 

Commission’s website (http://www.cwgc.org ). 

After making a list of 75 former pupils, he 

contacted living relatives and was able to find 

out more about each individual who had died.  

This inspiring tale prompted us to think that all 

youth members of the Federation of 

Genealogical Societies (FGS - including the 

Federation of Family History Societies [FFHS] 

in the UK) could put together a Roll of Honor 

for those who died in the Second World War 

from their school, town, suburb, or village. 

Teachers and older members of family history 

societies should be able to help. Perhaps a 

member of your family is amongst those being 

remembered? The research could even link with 

your history curriculum. 

 

Please contact us at Reach Out to let us know 

your progress, and you could be featured in a 

forthcoming edition. 

 

To find out more about how Glynn put this 

together, watch this video of him on the 

CWGCsite: 

http://www.cwgc.org/news.asp?newsid=207&vi

ew=yes  

 

Partners 

Local museums make good partners for youth 

members of genealogical societies. More 

museums will be featured here in the future. But 

you may like to get in touch with Kids in 



 
 

Museums http://www.kidsinmuseums.org.uk/ 

for your chance to ‘takeover a museum’ or to 

have your say in what food is served in the 

museum café. 

There are also great sites for young people on 

museums’ web pages. A different website will 

be featured in each edition. Let us know if your 

museum should be included. This month is 

Colonial Williamsburg – a living museum in 

Virginia, USA. The museum shows visitors 

what life was like in the area in the 18th century. 

The Kid’s Zone is full of games and fun facts 

about the colonial life in the time of Thomas 

Jefferson, George Washington, and Patrick 

Henry. Check out the site and let us know what 

you think! http://www.history.org/kids/  

 

Education - Family History at School 

Does your school or college include family 

history as part of its curriculum? If so, great! 

Please tell us about it. 

If you’re not sure, ask your history teacher or the 

head of the history department if you can do a 

family history project at your school. This could 

be a good opportunity for you to show what 

family history work you have done. Also, you 

could introduce your teacher to other adult 

members of your family history society: they 

may be able to help. 

 

Membership  

Is your family history society making it easy for 

young people to join? You could speak with the 

executive and show them that you would like to 

help with this. 

Would your family history society allow you or 

older friends to set up a family history club at 

school? For those of you who are members of 

scouts, guides, brownies, cub scouts, rainbow 

guides, beavers, Woodcraft Folk or the Boys’ 

Brigade, why not speak to your group leaders 

and ask them if you could hold a family history 

session? 

Again, perhaps adults from your family history 

society could help out. If a family member is 

also a member of a family history society, 

maybe you could ask him or her to come along. 

 

Financial Consideration 

It is difficult for young people to spend money 

on promoting family history, but your society or 

school may be able to help. They may have a 

budget for photocopying and could help you 

print or copy some posters or hand-outs. If you 

have some great ideas for promoting your 

society, but are not sure how to pay for them, 

don’t hesitate to speak to an adult at your family 

history society.  

 

Letters of Agreement  

Letters of agreement will enable you to make 

official links between your genealogy society 

and your local school, library or community 

group. They should help you to make sure that 

your projects are successful and that nothing 

goes wrong. You will need to ask an adult to 

write the letter of agreement with you. Let your 

adults know that they can find useful examples 

and advice for compiling the letter in the 

book, Partnering with Purpose by Crowther. A 

copy of the book could be ordered from your 

local library. 

 

 



 
 

Share your story 

We really want to hear about your promotion 

work is going and how much fun you are having 

doing your family history. Please let us know 

what has worked for you.  

 

Either you or a responsible adult can e-mail us 

with family history updates at: 

FGSOutreach@fgs.org   
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