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Reach Out: Library Edition 

 

Genealogical societies and libraries have a 

long history of beneficial partnerships. Both 

are repositories of local and state knowledge 

and help interested parties research family 

and community histories. While these 

organizations generally fulfill similar needs 

within the community, they have specific 

areas of expertise that make them useful and 

necessary.  

 

Projects & Volunteer Opportunities 

 

One way in which libraries and genealogical 

societies can work together is to provide 

joint workshops on local history and the 

genealogy of local, prominent families. 

These workshops could be taught by 

volunteers of the genealogical society. Such 

workshops should also encourage 

individuals to bring requests about their own 

families.  

 

In addition, genealogical society volunteers 

could be given the opportunity to staff the 

genealogy room of the local library. Having 

these individuals staff the genealogy room 

would allow those interested in genealogy to 

have consultations with individuals who 

have expert knowledge of genealogy and the 

area’s local history. These individuals would 

have knowledge of the any repositories, 

databases, books or other resources that 

might be located at the genealogical society 

or its library that traditional librarians might 

not know. Such an employee partnership 

would be beneficial to both the society and 

the library by increasing the usage of the 

resources.  

 

A third potential partnership between 

genealogical societies and libraries could 

focus of the digitization of any records, local 

books, etc. This project would not only 

allow increased access to important records 



and resources. It would also provide the 

genealogical society’s volunteers an 

opportunity to interact and work with 

librarians as well as educate the librarians 

about the genealogy and local resources 

available.  

 

Partners 

 

Other ways in which these two organizations 

could partner is to create mobile collections 

that can be shared between the 

organizations. For example, the genealogical 

society could create a mobile collection of 

local resources that could be taken to the 

library to be exhibited and used by the 

patrons. The library could create such a 

mobile collection to also be exhibited at the 

genealogical society. Such collections would 

allow patrons to get an idea of the resources 

available at both locations.  

 

Genealogical societies and libraries could 

also partner to provide links to the other’s 

databases on their respective websites. Such 

an action could potentially increase the 

usage of both the society’s and library’s 

collections.  

 

Education 

 

There are many ways in which genealogical 

societies can educate libraries, students and 

the general public.  

 

First, genealogical society’s library 

members could provide free, one hour, one-

on-one research services to patrons. These 

services could be provided on a monthly or 

quarterly basis at the library. Such services 

could potentially increase interest in local 

history and genealogy.  

 

In addition, the genealogical society could 

provide free tours of its resources on a 

quarterly basis. These tours could be open to 

the public and marketed to local schools and 

universities. Such tours should not only 

provide information on all of the resources 

at the genealogical society and/or its library, 

but also highlight specific, interesting 

resources, such as diaries, photos or other 

items of local interest. Public libraries could 

do the same with their genealogy rooms.  

 

Genealogical society members, volunteers 

and employees could give monthly public 

lectures on the resources at the society or its 

library, local histories of interest or the 

genealogy of prominent or famous members 

of the community.  

 



Papers could also be written by genealogical 

society volunteers on the above topics, as 

well as on new ways in which genealogy 

resources have been used and other related 

topics of interest. Published papers would 

provide prestige for, and draw interest to, 

the genealogical society.  

 

Memberships 

 

By holding the above mentioned activities, 

genealogical societies’ libraries could, 

potentially, increase their memberships. In 

addition, booths could be hosted at local 

community events and festivals in order to 

raise awareness of the resources available at 

genealogical societies and the importance of 

these resources within the community.  

 

Conservation of local history should be 

stressed at these events, as well as the fun 

associated with sharing family history with 

the next generation.  

 

Presentations about local history should be 

held at local schools at all levels, 

elementary, junior and senior high. Students 

should be encouraged to bring in family 

photos and write an essay about their most 

interesting ancestor. At these presentations, 

resources should be presented about 

prominent members of the school 

community, such as the principal or 

teachers, in order to pique student interest.  

 

One more way to increase membership into 

the genealogical society would be to provide 

a discount to any member who is also a paid 

member of the library or friends of the 

library. This discount should be reciprocal, 

i.e., members of the genealogical society 

should also get a discount when they 

become a paid member of the library or 

friends of the library.   

 

Financial Considerations 

 

Operating a library is an expensive 

proposition, whether it is a public library or 

a genealogical society library. In today's 

economy, organizations are always 

searching for ways by which to stretch the 

dollar. Below are several ways that 

genealogical societies and libraries can work 

together to achieve this goal.  

 

First, genealogical societies and libraries 

could submit joint applications for grants for 

projects or staff. Grant organizations might 

be more likely to fund projects if they are 

going to benefit more than one organization.  

 



Second, these organizations could share, or 

split, the cost of a full-time genealogy 

librarian who could work part-time at each 

organization. Such an agreement would 

allow both organizations to benefit from a 

trained genealogy librarian, but only have to 

pay part of the costs for this resource.  

 

Third, these organizations could share the 

costs of access to specific online 

genealogical databases and provide access to 

these databases at both locations, either 

internally or via their websites.  

 

Finally, they could share the costs of many 

processes aimed at digitizing local, historic 

documents. These documents, once stored in 

a repository, could be shared via their 

websites or local access machines.  

 

TechTip: Working Together Digitally 

 

A simple, free tool many genealogical 

societies can take advantage of when 

working on a project is Google Docs. Fully 

cloud-based and perfect for societies without 

an office, users are able to easily create files 

which others can access without needing 

specific software. Users can also prepare 

standard presentations that volunteers can 

use when working at the library or at a 

community event. A third use would be to 

design free online forms for use by 

volunteers, library patrons, visitors or 

members. Fourth, users can keep flyers up-

to-date and ready to print by utilizing the 

cloud to store documents. Similar options 

exist through other companies for more 

specific genealogy related projects, such as 

the Ancestry.com Content Publisher 

Program. 

 

Get started at docs.google.com. There is also 

a non-profit version of Google Apps 

available.  

 

Recommended reading 

 

A plethora of books and resources exist that 

are aimed at educating librarians about 

genealogical societies and their resources. 

Three books that might be useful to 

librarians are as follows: 

 

Dowell, David R. (2011). Crash Course in 

Genealogy. Libraries Unlimited.  

 

George, Tammy. (2011). Using Technology 

to Find Your Family History (A Kid’s Guide 

to Genealogy). Mitchell Lane Publishers.  

 

http://publish.ancestry.com/
http://publish.ancestry.com/
docs.google.com


Simpson, Jack. (2008). Basics of Genealogy 

Reference: A Librarian’s Guide. Libraries 

Unlimited.  

 

Share Your Story 

Do you have a story or technique that has 

been a great success for your society that 

you would like to share with the FGS 

Community? Please email your stories to 

fgsoutreach@fgs.org and we can print it in 

upcoming Reach Out editions! 

 

By Emily Heinlen 

TechTip by Jennifer Dondero 

mailto:fgsoutreach@fgs.org

