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Welcome to Reach Out! [Editors Note: For 

this edition of Reach Out, we have a guest 

writer, Stephanie Pitcher Fishman, of Corn and 

Cotton Genealogy and the column Family 

History 2.0 for HomeSchoolMosaics.com] 

 

Encouraging youth involvement in family 

history is paramount to the 

continuation of our field as both 

hobby and profession. Today’s 

children will be tomorrow’s 

family historian. Homeschooling 

families in your community are 

always looking for ways to 

create interest and excitement in 

their children while also 

preparing them for the future. 

Show them how family history 

can do just that in subjects such as language 

arts, research skills, and history. 

 

 

 

This issue of Reach Out will share ideas and 

information that will empower local 

societies to reach out to homeschool 

organizations and groups. 

 

Projects 

While each state has its own home education 

requirements dictating the 

educational goals for 

children between the ages 

of 6 and 18, many have 

state history requirements 

that must be filled. 

Combining genealogy 

with local history is a 

perfect way to accomplish 

these requirements in a 

form that can engage 

learners. Highlight society projects that 

homeschoolers can become involved with 

while learning local and state history. Here 
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are some ideas to help you explore the 

options available for programming: 

 Do you have a lineage society? Explain 

the process of documenting a family 

throughout the history of your county or 

state. Show children how their ancestors 

can be connected to times within your 

state’s history. Integrate a timeline of 

local events into the program. 

 Do you have a local cemetery project? 

Highlight the history of the cemetery as 

well as the famous (or infamous!) 

inhabitants behind the cemetery walls. 

This might be a wonderful project to do 

in conjunction with a partner such as a 

local historical society. 

 Does your society maintain a 

biographical database or collection of 

family histories for the founding families 

in your area? Teach the students the 

basic research techniques that went into 

discovering these families, and show 

them the contributions that they made to 

the area. Encourage them to research and 

record their family’s story. 

 

Potential Partners 

Homeschool groups are organized on both 

the state and local levels. Many state 

organizations host annual homeschool 

conventions to share teaching methods, 

resources, and ideas with their members as 

well as the general homeschool community. 

Research the groups active in your area 

through websites such as the Home School 

Legal Defense Association. 

 

Many homeschool magazine and curriculum 

websites contain listing of groups across the 

country that could be used as a resource for 

connecting with your local community. Try 

an online search using the keywords 

homeschool, [your state], organization.  

Additionally, many local history museums 

and libraries reach out to homeschool 

families through workshops and 

homeschool-specific resource collections. 

Consider contacting your local library to 

discover how you can partner with them to 

reach families in your county. 

 

Education 

It may be helpful for you to educate yourself 

in regards to your state regulations regarding 

homeschooling. By identifying the required 

areas of study, should they exist within the 

regulations, you will better know how to 

approach the homeschooling families in 

your area. Identify the skill areas where 

family history can meet the needs of this 

type of student. For example, Ohio home 

education regulations require not only 
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language arts skills such as writing (family 

narrative), but local history (newspaper 

research) and local government (biographies 

of political families).
1
 By understanding the 

requirements of your state you can choose 

society projects that will meet these needs 

through field trips, workshops, and 

volunteer projects. 

 

Membership  

Do you have homeschooling families among 

your members? Ask them to advertise your 

group in their member newsletter. Many 

times homeschool organizations are also 

looking for interesting and unique content to 

show their members resources that are 

available in their community. Inquire about 

interviewed opportunities or offer one or 

more articles for reprint in their group 

newsletter. Consider speaking at local 

homeschool co-ops to explain what local 

genealogy societies do and how their 

students and member families can 

participate. 

 

Financial Considerations 

Reaching out to your local homeschool 

community doesn’t have to be expensive. 

Many groups are looking for interesting 
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service projects for their children. Consider 

offering a project that would be beneficial 

for both groups. Older children can help 

with data entry or copying of documents. 

High school groups in Ohio have assisted 

with cemetery clean ups and headstone 

acquisitions. By including students in your 

current work you are providing them an 

educational opportunity while they provide 

you with the volunteer manpower.  

Like genealogy societies, homeschool 

groups are typically on limited budgets as 

well. Brainstorm creative ways that you can 

barter services for advertising space on their 

websites and in their newsletters. 

 

Letters of Agreement 

A letter of agreement between your society 

and a local homeschool group will need to 

include a few unique pieces that may not 

exist in your general documentation. Before 

you engage in activities involving 

homeschool groups, create a document that 

clearly defines the expectations of the 

children involved including aspects such as: 

 Supervision requirements for parents 

or leaders; 

 Specific rules for handling of 

materials; 



 Clearly outlined rules or expectations 

regarding donations or fees 

associated with your activity; 

 Age requirements or limitations for 

attendees, etc.  

Keep in mind that homeschool families are 

typically contain children of varying ages 

who attend programs together. If you prefer 

to limit your activity to a specific age group 

clearly state whether or not siblings are 

allowed to wait with parents while older 

children are attending your program. Also, 

remember that kids tend to come with 

snacks! Remember to state whether or not 

food and drink will be allowed at your 

location.  

 

TechTip: The Digital World 

In this digital age, most homeschoolers 

connect with other local families and 

resources through online methods such as 

social media (Facebook, Twitter, blogs, etc.) 

Teens especially enjoy the multimedia 

aspect of social media. Use this to your 

advantage! Reach out to local homeschool 

youth by teaching them how to discover 

their family history using technology. 

Consider creating a Facebook or Twitter 

account that can be used to interact with 

local youth digitally by sharing local history 

events, facts about social and family history, 

and more. Create workshops and seminars 

with a digital focus that teach teens how to 

create their own online family tree project. 

Show homeschool families the benefits to 

transcribing documents online for 

organizations such as FamilySearch. Use 

technology to your advantage to draw them 

into your society. 

 

Society Story 

Have you worked with your local 

homeschool organizations, or are you 

currently developing programming to reach 

out to this area of the local community? We 

would love to learn about your experiences!  

Please email your story to 

Outreach@fgs.org. 

 

Recommended Resources 

The Old Schoolhouse: 

 http://thehomeschoolmagazine.com/ 

Home School Enrichment Magazine: 

 http://homeschoolenrichment.com/magazine/ 

Practical Homeschooling Magazine: 

 http://practicalhomeschooling.com/ 

Georgia Home Education Association: 

 http://www.ghea.org/ 

California Homeschool Network: 

 http://www.californiahomeschool.net/ 

Texas Home School Coalition: 

 http://www.thsc.org/HomeTHSC.aspx?Id=HO

ME 
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