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Did your membership society do anything 

special for Earth Day this year?  Eco-friendly 

options that can be incorporated into your 

membership society’s daily operations may also 

assist you when trying to form partnerships 

outside your immediate historical or 

genealogical society.  Going green can be the 

key to leaving something for the Society’s future 

membership to share and preserve.   

Emotional Permission 

During these tough economic times, people may 

need to rationalize the purchase of a membership 

to your society.  Entice them with practical 

opportunities to make membership more 

economical.  Consider organizing car pools to 

and from meetings, or using a can redemption 

drive to help offset membership dues. 

House Histories Series 

One education project for your society could be 

a house history series of lectures, to be done in-

house or in a school setting.  Local home 

professionals such as plumbers, contractors, 

landscapers and even realtors would give 

presentations on interesting local homes to put 

them in an historical context.  The property or 

house history series could branch out interest to 

groups might not otherwise visit your society 

and invite them outside their comfort zone.  

House history lectures could include the 

following:  

- What is the history of this property/house for 

the last 100 years?  Search and evaluate land 

records, city directories, newspapers and other 

records available to your historical or 

genealogical society members. 

- Have any well known figures in the 

community resided in this house?   Newspapers 

in your manuscript collection or firsthand 

accounts of these events from individuals in 

your area can help to liven up the discussion.   

- Have any historical events occurred at this 

house?  Again, firsthand accounts, manuscript 

collections and other records available in your 

repository can be accessed and used.   

The series could expand its scope as more 

members of the community become involved.  

Tutorials on how to use and research areas of 

your collections could be offered.  School 

projects could be done to involve students from 

Kindergarten to College ages and parents.  

Researchers and others of the community can 

discuss the historical relevance of their 

discoveries from your collection.  When the 

community of all ages is using your collection, 

they realize the importance of society itself.   



If the house in the lecture is within close 

proximity of the historical society, a walking 

history tour might be offered.  Each of these 

activities could be tailored to target different age 

groups within your community. Your society 

could also consider night-time lectures that 

focus on haunted histories:  this could be 

promoted around Halloween as a way to raise 

additional funds for your society.   

Unexpected Partnerships with a common 

cause 

House history series could also focus on green 

opportunities for home improvement to educate 

the community about new trends.  Discussion 

topics such as environmental restoration or 

green options for plumbers could also bring a 

new group of people from your community in to 

your society.   Several colleges and public 

libraries across the country are having round 

table discussions on sustainability and 

environmental endeavors that impact the 

community.  Look around your community to 

see if there are any green businesses or local 

companies that could speak about what they are 

doing to make the earth a better place.   

Digitizing collections  

Partaking in small digitization efforts within 

your society is a way of cutting down the 

amount of waste, paper and storage of 

unnecessary items.  Small steps could be taken 

with items that belong to the society, such as 

minutes, newsletters, and pamphlets, by having 

them digitized and uploaded to your website.  

This cuts down on the amount of paper used for 

production and provides a green solution and 

wider access to printouts.   

Letters of Agreement 

Letters of Agreement, a less formal contract, can 

assist with protecting your society and library 

while keeping a collaborative project’s best 

interests at heart.  Marketing, staffing, 

copyright/ownership, financial and other items 

such as conflicts of interest, should be discussed 

in the Letters of Agreement so the collaboration 

runs smoothly and each group understands what 

the other hopes to accomplish.   

One example of such collaboration could be a 

reciprocal arrangement with local realtors where 

you exchange your promotion of their services 

or listings (through your outreach) for their 

assistance in promoting and presenting your 

society’s event.  Arranging a less formal 

contract with local realtors would bring in a 

different group of people from your community 

during the House History Series, but would also 

showcase the collection housed in your 

repository.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TechTip: Making House Histories 

Fascinating 

Make your house histories even more 

interesting with technology.  There are many 

House History Presentation  

Purpose: To promote the society’s unique 

repository on the format of recreation of events 

and to promote the realtors of the community.   

Timeline:  Each month, a presentation will be 

done that showcases the collection and the 

history of your community.   

Responsibilities:  Society will research the 

timeline.  The realtor will advertise them and 

even partake in a small chat regarding a house 

that is currently on the market in the area that is 

being discussed for the house history lecture. 

 



home computer applications that can create 

simple movies or slide shows from 

photographs.  Gather old and new photos of 

the home and make your presentation 

dynamic.  If your area doesn’t have a lot of 

historic homes, consider expanding to the 

neighborhood.  Google Earth allows you to 

overlay photos (including maps) on modern 

satellite images.  Consider using historic 

insurance maps, Civil War maps, original 

town or county plats, or other historically 

significant maps to help visually tell the 

story of an area.  Present directly from 

Google Earth or save images and make a 

movie. 

Going Green at all times 

Not just Earth Day can be reserved for recycling 

and economic efforts.  The Going Green 

Lifestyle guide can show you small ways to be 

green all year round.  
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