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Even when outreach is taken in small steps it can 

result in big opportunities.  This edition of 

Reach Out will focus on how you can promote 

your society through a pilot project or through a 

homemade digitization project with your 

community.  Not only can a pilot project be of 

assistance in educating your society members, 

but all it will cost you is time, not money.   

 

The in-house digitization project can be a great 

way to energize your community of their shared 

history: a tailored photo project to educate the 

community on their past while using the 

proceeds to enhance the future collection.  Both 

projects can be a great way to increase the 

accessibility of your society. 

 

Projects: The Ancestry.com Content 

Publisher Program 

 

Although still in its Beta stage, the 

Ancestry.com Content Publisher Program may 

be the answer to making your one-of-a-kind 

collection more accessible.  It is a free self-

publishing platform which societies and libraries 

will be able to use to turn their collections into 

searchable content online.  There are several 

advantages to the Ancestry.com Content 

Publisher Program, including: exposure, no cost, 

and uploaded information becomes a part of the 

free content on Ancestry.com.  It also 

encourages technology training for individuals 

in your society interested in participating.   

 

Once you go to the website and register, you can 

start uploading digital images.  The program is 

cloud-hosted and the webpage is secure.  The 

site can support up to 100 uploads at a time and 

has an upload format similar to Flickr.  You can 

create the naming option and there is an index 

tab so you can index entries as you go.  Entries 

will be viewable on the website in 24 hours for 

you to search within your indexed collections.  

Similar to Fold3, highlighting and indexing is an 

option and it can be page and name dense.  It is 

flash and Java compatible; the indexing format 

is similar to Excel.   

 

http://publish.ancestry.com/
http://publish.ancestry.com/
http://www.flickr.com/


There are a few genealogical and historical 

societies that are taking part in this project; one 

in particular is the San Diego Genealogical 

Society.  Community generated work will be 

free to all Ancestry.com subscribers and will be 

available on the Ancestry.com Library Edition.  

Your collection will eventually be accessible to 

all, but you will still own the rights to it.  

Ancestry.com receives no money for this 

Publisher program and it is their way of 

collaborating with societies to get societies out 

there!  

 

During the uploading and indexing phase, the 

distribution could be a membership benefit for 

members of your genealogical or historical 

society with a portal located in the Members 

Only area on your website.   If you have any 

questions, you can email 

contentpublisher@ancestry.com  

 

Community Historic Photo Collection: 

Digitization and Accessibility 

 

Ancestry.com Content Publisher Program would 

enable you to upload content and make it 

accessible, but what if you have a historical 

photo collection from your area and would like 

to digitize those also?  Even digitizing a small 

subset of your collection could provide a way of 

raising money for your society while reaching 

out to your community!   

 

One partner to consider for this is your local 

Downtown Neighborhood Association.  In effort 

to raise awareness and money while digitizing 

your historical photo collection, you could 

provide historic photos of their buildings or 

neighborhood to be added to their website or 

printed out for their local marketing.  In 

exchange, they could post your event calendars 

or otherwise promote your society’s activities. 

Strategically placed marketing could increase 

your visibility and possibly assist in raising 

money.  Local banks, agencies, organizations, 

and establishments are essential to the growth of 

the community in which your society is also an 

important part.  A reciprocal agreement could 

cost little or no money, with you helping to 

advertise their establishment while they promote 

your society within view of the community.   

 

This would also be a learning experience for 

your society: it would provide an opportunity to 

experiment with new digitization techniques, 

online uploads (possibly to a Flickr account) and 

cloud storage.  

 

TechTip: Cloud Computing and Hosting  

 

What’s the cloud? A huge advantage for 

volunteer driven societies with no office, files 

and programs are stored on the Internet—in the 

cloud—instead of on individual computers. Now 

everyone can access the files, and even 

programs, they need for a project. By never 

storing a file on an individual computer, the 

http://publish.ancestry.com/Group/100003/Profile
http://publish.ancestry.com/Group/100003/Profile
mailto:contentpublisher@ancestry.com
http://www.flickr.com/


most up to date version is always available to 

everyone. No technical expertise is required to 

use cloud-hosted options. A variety of 

companies offer free cloud computing for 

different uses including document creation, file 

storage, and even genealogy software. Check-

out “Genealogy in a Cloud” for an easy to 

follow description.  

 

Letters of Agreement 

 

Letters of Agreement, a less formal contract, can 

assist with protecting your society or library 

while keeping a collaborative project’s best 

interests at heart.  Marketing, staffing, 

copyright/ownership, financial and other items 

such as conflicts of interest, should be discussed 

in the Letters of Agreement so that the 

collaboration runs smoothly and each group 

understands what the other hopes to accomplish.   

One example of such collaboration could be a 

reciprocal arrangement with the Downtown 

Neighborhood Association in which you 

exchange your promotion of their services or 

listings (through your outreach) for their 

assistance in promoting and presenting your 

society’s tailored calendar for those who are 

interested.  Arranging a less formal contract with 

the Downtown Neighborhood Association could 

bring in a different group of people from your 

community together and showcase the collection 

housed in your repository.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sidenote: New FGS Membership Brochures!  

 

FGS has two new brochures that you will want 

for your membership society, built around the 

new slogan: Learn Connect Succeed.  One is 

Membership Benefits for Libraries and Archives 

and another is Membership Benefits for 

Societies and Family Associations.  These 

brochures are aesthetically pleasing and explain 

all the benefits that FGS offers.  If you are 

interested in obtaining copies of these please 

email membership@fgs.org and specify which 

brochure and the quantity desired. 

 

Share Your Story! 

Do you have a story or technique that has been a 

great success for your society that you would 

like to share with the FGS Community?  Please 

Your Society and the local Downtown 

Neighborhood Association 

 

Purpose: To promote the society’s unique 

repository and events and to promote the 

Downtown Neighborhood Association 

members’ historic establishments and 

properties.   

 

Timeline: Each month, or bi-monthly, updates 

to the photo and website can be done.   

 

Responsibilities: Society will research the 

history of local business locations.  The 

members of the local Downtown Neighborhood 

Association can have a link on their webpage or 

a notice in their establishment regarding your 

Society and meeting information.   

 

https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Genealogy_in_a_Cloud
mailto:membership@fgs.org


email your stories to fgsoutreach@fgs.org and 

we can print it in upcoming Reach Out editions! 

 

Recommended Reading and Listening: 

 

Crowther, Janet L. and Barry Trott. Partnering 

with Purpose: A guide to strategic partnership 

development for libraries and other 

organizations.  Westport, CT: Libraries 

Unlimited, 2004.   

My Society, “Digital Publishing for Preservation 

and Community Building,” Federation of 

Genealogical Societies, 29 October 2011. 

Podcast. 

 

My Society, “How Special Interest Groups Can 

Add to Your Society,” Federation of 

Genealogical Societies, 3 September 2011. 

Podcast. 
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