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Editor’s Message

Contents

It’s summertime, so grab your iced beverage of choice and settle in for an enlightening issue 
of FORUM. If you’re in the market for genealogy software, Elizabeth O’Neal has you covered 

with tips for finding your perfect match. If you’re the editor of a society newsletter or journal, 
Rachel M. Popma has some great ideas for how to keep the submissions flowing. Society 
leaders will no doubt find Denise Barrett Olson’s article on Google for Nonprofits worth the 
read. And, for those of you traveling to the 2017 FGS conference in August, you won’t want to 
miss Marilyn Cocchiola Holt’s roundup of research opportunities in and around Pittsburgh.

A big “thank you” to these authors and our faithful columnists for sharing their wisdom 
with our readers. As I prepare FORUM submissions for publication, I always get great ideas for 
my personal research and my society activities, so I have no doubt that our readers walk away 
with encouragement, motivation, and inspiration.

As always, anyone who would like an opportunity to write for FORUM should contact me 
at forumeditor@fgs.org to discuss your ideas.
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Julie 
Cahill Tarr
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As a professional genealogist, one of the things I 
love about my job is uncovering patterns and 
unexpected repetition of elements in families, such 

as occupations, hobbies, or locations across the generations. 
Looking ahead to our upcoming conference in Pittsburgh, I 
am reminded of how this same repetition occurs on a smaller 
scale in our own lives. An interesting circling back to another 
time and place, if you will. 

It was 2004. My family was relocating from California to 
New York. The circumstances were such that one of us had to 
drive cross-country rather than fly. My son and I got the duty. It 
was a long trip with a very unhappy teenager, but we made the 
best of it. We chose a less-than-direct route to hit a variety of 
places we could never imagine having reason to visit otherwise. 
Before reaching our new home, we spent our last night on the 
road in—you guessed it—Pittsburgh! I can remember thinking 
then it looked like it would be an interesting downtown to 
explore, especially where we stayed near the river. 

I couldn’t know then the path I was on toward making 
genealogy my career. If you had told me in that moment that 
I’d be a professional genealogist serving a national nonprofit 
in the industry, I’d have told you to seek professional help. 
Yet here I am just a few short months away from returning to 
Pittsburgh. I couldn’t be more exited and I hope you are too.

Our conference team has an incredible event in store 
for you. You’ll find the world-class lecturers you’ve come to 
expect from an FGS conference, as well as a few new faces 
we are excited to introduce. Dive in deeper with six unique 
workshops. Our workshops fill up fast, especially the DNA 
offerings, so be sure to go back to register your add-ons 
to reserve your space. While you are there, don’t miss out 
on luncheons and evening events as well. These are great 
networking opportunities, or you can just relax and enjoy. I 
look forward to meeting many of you at our local host event, 
a river cruise with the great folks of the Western Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Society. 

This year we have a couple of truly unique offerings. 
Thanks to the generous support of our platinum sponsor 
Ancestry, a free boxed lunch will be offered in the exhibit 
hall to all full conference registrants on Friday. And, for 
your pleasure, the Pittsburgh Pirates are in town and are 
offering discounted tickets for our attendees. What better 
way to unwind on Friday or Saturday night than a warm 
summer evening at the baseball park! Find the link to 
discounted tickets at http://fgsconference.org/program/
activities. 

I’m looking forward to sharing my unexpected return to 
Pittsburgh with all of you! 

Full Circle
By Rorey Cathcart, FGS President

President’s Message

Rorey 
Cathcart
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Revised Edition! EVIDENCE 
EXPLAINED: Citing History Sources 
from Artifacts to Cyberspace. Third 
Edition Revised. Elizabeth Shown Mills. 
892 pp., illus., indexed, hardcover. 2017. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-2040-3. $59.95 
This is a substantial revision of the Third Edition 
of Evidence Explained, originally published in 
2015. Evidence Explained is the definitive guide 
to the citation and analysis of historical sources. 
Like the previous editions of Evidence Explained, 

the third edition explains citation principles for both traditional and 
nontraditional sources; includes more than 1,000 citation models for 
virtually every source type; and shows readers where to go to find their 
sources and how to describe and evaluate them. In the two years since 
the Third Edition, changes at major repositories and online information 
providers, and the ever-evolving electronic world, have generated new 
citation and analysis challenges for researchers. As a consequence, Mrs. 
Mills has revised her citation models, descriptions, and evaluations of 
numerous contemporary materials. Here are the major changes you 
will find in the Revised Third Edition: changes to about 75 pages in 
the text and index; alterations in citation methods for the DAR website 
and database; new citations for the National Archives (NARA) web-
site and manner of identifying documents; and immigration citations 
reflecting changed records at the Ellis Island website.

New! AMERICAN SETTLEMENTS AND 
MIGRATIONS: A Primer for Genealogists 
and Family Historians. Lloyd de Witt 
Bockstruck. 108 pp., paper. 2017.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5831-4. $18.95
Mr. Bockstruck’s latest book provides a synopsis 
of the original patterns of settlement and migration 
for the United States. He discusses each of the 50 
states; however, his emphasis is on the states and 
territories that were established between the colo-

nial period and the middle of the 19th century. For each state the author 
examines pioneers’ places of origin, reasons for settlement, specific 
places of settlement in America, names of pioneering families, migra-
tions within and between states, and more. Equally important, through-
out the volume he names the key sources for further research. Every 
detail represents a potential clue to an elusive ancestor, from the name 
of a shipping line, port of embarkation, and clusters of fellow passen-
gers, to the nature of soil available to the colonist, church membership, 
and status of roadways.

LOCATING YOUR ROOTS: DISCOVER 
YOUR ANCESTORS USING LAND 
RECORDS—Revised! Patricia Hatcher. 
8½" x 11". xii, 211 pp., illus., paper. 2016. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-2037-3. $37.95
One of the strongest motivators for American 
immigration was land, and one of the strongest 
motivators for migration within America was 
land. Because of this, land records are the most 
common records available for pioneer ances-

tors. Moreover, land records—grants, deeds, mortgages, surveys, and 
more—are among the most valuable resources for genealogists to prove 
relationships and to point to new relationships. This invaluable guide 
will help you understand the various types of land records and give you 
the information you need to locate these records—and in the process, it 
may well open up new avenues of research for you.

HISTORY FOR GENEALOGISTS: 
Using Chronological Time Lines to 
Find and Understand Your Ancestors. 
Revised Edition, with 2016 Addendum 
Incorporating Editorial Corrections to the 
2009 Edition. Judy Jacobson. 7" x 10",  
320 pp., indexed, paper. 2016.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5768-3. $37.50
Accomplished author Judy Jacobson has assembled 
a vast array of historical time lines that are guaranteed to inform your 
family history. The bulk of this work consists of specific historical 
time lines that answer fundamental questions about our forebears. For 
example, there are time lines for the Industrial Revolution, American 
immigration, and the Labor Movement, any one of which could shed 
light on the reason an ancestor moved from one place to another. There 
are time lines for U.S. states, foreign countries, major wars, and much 
more. The 2016 edition has been completely revised and edited, and 
it contains two entirely new chapters concerning (1) life on the home 
front during America’s 20th-century wars; and (2) fashion and leisure 
in America from its beginnings through the middle of the 20th century. 

Genealogy at a Glance: GENETIC 
GENEALOGY BASICS. Angie Bush. 
8½"x 11", 4 pp. laminated folder. 2016. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-2034-2. $8.95
Contrary to popular belief, DNA testing is not the 
final word in determining your ancestry, but it is 
extremely helpful. It is most effective when it’s 
used to confirm that documentation concerning 
your family relationships is accurate. It is also 
used to test hypotheses about ancestors for whom 
little or no documentary evidence exists. In this handy four-page guide, 
biologist and genealogist Angie Bush gives you the simple facts about 
(a) DNA testing, (b) DNA testing companies, and (c) DNA testing re-
sults. She provides a simple overview of the three types of DNA tests: 
Y-DNA, mtDNA, and atDNA, or autosomal DNA, the most popular 
type of testing for genealogists. She explains which test is right for you 
and gives a description of the testing companies and what you can ex-
pect from them.

IN SEARCH OF YOUR GERMAN 
ROOTS: A Complete Guide to Tracing Your 
Ancestors in the Germanic Areas of Europe. 
Fifth Edition. Angus Baxter. 138 pp., paper. 
2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2011-3. $19.95
In Search of Your German Roots is designed to 
help you trace your German ancestry, not only in 
Germany but in all the German-speaking areas of 
Europe, from the Baltic to the Crimea, from the 
Czech Republic to Belgium. It shows you how to 
conduct your research from your own home—at your computer, using 
a variety of online resources—and also points you to the most useful 
repositories of records abroad. This fifth edition highlights all of the 
recent developments—new facilities, new websites, newly available re-
cords—that have made German family history research immeasurably 
easier. This fifth edition is the most current and comprehensive guide to 
German roots available.

Postage & handling: One book $5.50; each additional book $2.50. 
FedEx or UPS ground service: One book $8.50; each additional book 
$3.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax.

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Visit our website and order online at: www.genealogical.com

Recent releases from Genealogical.com

http://genealogical.com


Desperately 
Seeking Software

How to Find Your 
Perfect Match

Breaking Up Is Hard To Do
It started when you took that trip to an out-of-town 
library, and your genealogy software refused to 
speak to any of your mobile devices. 

You began arguing over the need for a better 
system of source citations, but your stubborn 
software would not cooperate. 

And when you begged for the ability to sync 
with your online family tree, your software program 
just said “no.”

You were really happy together for a while, 
enjoying late-night sessions of collecting ancestors 
and printing pedigree charts. It seemed like a match 
made in heaven. But now . . . you’ve evolved as a 
genealogist, and you want more.

It’s time to face the truth—you and your 
genealogy software program have simply grown apart.

If this sounds like your current relationship, 
then it’s time for you to let go. And while there are 
no personal ads or matchmaking apps to assist you, 
the following tips will help guide you on the road to 
finding your perfect genealogy software match.

Once Bitten, Twice Shy
Finding a new relationship is hard work. And 
maybe you’re thinking that you really don’t need a 
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By Elizabeth O’Neal

8   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 29, Issue 2  •  Summer 2017

Back to TOC



genealogy software program. After all, there are plenty 
of places to build your tree online, and many of them 
are free. Some even do the heavy lifting for you by 
taking the “search” out of “research.” So do you really 
need to get out there and find a new software program?

The simple answer is YES.
Online family trees are a great place to 

get started as a new genealogist, or for leaving 
breadcrumbs for potential cousins to pick up. 
However, online family trees are not the ideal place 
for the long-term storage of your precious family 
history research. These relationships are fickle at best 
and heartbreaking at worst.

What’s mine is yours. Some online family 
trees are open to editing, which means another 
user could change, add, or delete your information. 
These “one world trees” definitely have value, and 
could potentially provide you with clues or sources 
that you might be missing. On the other hand, you 
may not appreciate logging in one day to find your 
great-grandmother’s profile has been completely 
rewritten by someone with whom you have never 
communicated. 

Change of heart. The powers-that-be who own a 
website could alter the terms of service with little or no 
warning. What you thought was your own, private tree 
may suddenly become public. Sources you thought 
were safely attached to your ancestors could simply 
disappear. Or a free website could suddenly implement 
a membership fee, requiring you to pay for access to 
your own research—or worse, giving others free reign 
over your hard work if you choose not to pay.

These things can—and do—happen. Online 
family trees are great friends with benefits, but it is 
never a good idea to be exclusive with one. Whether 
you are a seasoned genealogist or brand-new to family 
history, you should always safeguard your research by 
keeping a copy at home. As mother always said, “if it 
seems too good to be true, it probably is.”

Express Yourself
Before beginning the search for a new genealogy 
software program, take the time to assess your needs and 
determine which features are most important to you.

Hardware and O/S. Are you a PC or a Mac 
person? Is your computer running the most current 
operating system, or have you stayed true to an older 
version? If you are a Mac user, do you mind using 
an emulator, or would you prefer something native? 
Check to see in what format(s) your potential software 
match is available so your relationship will run 
smoothly right from the get-go.

Cost. Are you a big spender or a cheap date? Most 
of the popular programs are very affordable, and there 
are even a few good freeware programs. Determine 
how much you want to spend before seeking a new 
software relationship. 

Ease of use. Do you prefer instant attraction or 
are you willing to spend time getting to know your 
new software? Some programs are easy to use right 
out of the box, while others require a step-by-step read 
of the manual—and possibly a few hours of YouTube 
demonstrations. Don’t overlook the frustration factor; 
think about how much quality time you want to spend 
learning to use your software. 

Import is important. What types of files can your 
potential software import? GEDCOM is the industry 
standard, but some programs can also handle direct 
imports from Personal Ancestral File (PAF), Family 
Tree Maker, and other software programs. Avoid 
irritation by learning how your new software will 
handle an import from your ex.
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Communication skills. Do you want to talk to 
your software on your mobile device(s)? If so, you will 
want a program that has an app for that. Look for one 
that will store your database “in the cloud” (usually via 
Dropbox or Google Drive) making it possible for you 
to access your information across multiple devices.

Get in sync. If you have already invested heaps of 
time building your family tree online, you may want 
to look for a program with “tree sync” ability. Several 
popular programs are FamilySearch Certified and can 
communicate directly with your FamilySearch family 
tree, while others may interface with your Ancestry tree 
or other tree-building websites. Avoid reinventing the 
wheel by looking for a match with this special talent.

Shareability. Most genealogy programs can create 
wall charts, narrative reports, and websites; some will 
even format your information so it is ready to publish 
as a book. Sharing is caring—consider how you will 
want to share your research, 
either with family members 
or to set out as “cousin bait.”

Source citations. 
How easy is it to add 
sources to your potential 
new software? Many of 
the popular programs not 
only offer templates based 
on the Evidence Explained 
model, but also give you 
space to freestyle your own, 
if you prefer. You know you 
need them, so decide what 
sourcing system will work 
best for you before you 
make a commitment.

Does it speak your language? Depending on 
where your research may roam, you might need to 
use special characters in order to correctly document 
names and locations. Find out if the program has an 
international version, or at minimum, has easy access 
to the Unicode table of special characters.

Support system. What sort of customer support 
does the company provide? If they have a social media 
presence, such as a Facebook page or Twitter account, 
check to see how quickly they respond to customer 
inquiries. Questions that go unanswered for days—or 
weeks!—make it unlikely that the company has a 
dedicated and active support system. You may need a 
helping hand in the future; a company that wants you 
to be successful with their product will stay connected 
to customers with timely responses.

You Better Shop Around
Now that you have decided which features are 
important to you, it is time to start the search for 
your match. 

Surf the ‘net. Do an Internet search for 
“genealogy software comparison” and read the 
reviews from different websites, magazines, and 
blogs. GenSoftReviews (http://gensoftreviews.com), 
for example, is dedicated to collecting the opinions of 
people who actually use genealogy software programs. 

Before beginning the search for a 
new genealogy software program, 
take the time to assess your needs 
and determine which features are 
most important to you.
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Some reviewers may receive compensation for their 
recommendations (which they are required under law 
to disclose) so be sure to take that under advisement.

Get references. Start a conversation with your 
genealogy friends and family members to find out 
which software programs they use, and you are likely 
to get an earful of likes, dislikes, and everything in 
between! But don’t underestimate the value of word-
of-mouth. Your friends and family will tell you things 

that even the most unbiased reviewers will not. Plus, 
they know you, and will (probably) tell you if they 
think you will find a particular program inadequate 
for your needs or too difficult to use.

Window shop. Visit the websites of software 
programs that interest you and read the lists of 
features. You may not find one program that meets all 
of your needs, but chances are good that you will find 
one that checks off most of your boxes. Be sure to take 
note of how often the software is updated, and whether 
or not these updates are included as part of your 
purchase. Typically, updates to the same version (such 
as 2.0, 2.1, 2.2, etc.) will be provided free of charge, but 
upgrades to a new version will not.

You’re the One That I Want
Once you have selected a candidate, it is time for your 
first date. Many of the popular software programs 
offer a trial version, so download a copy and take it for 
a test drive. Import a GEDCOM, or see if it handles 
a direct import from your current software. Try out 
the source templates. Add media. Print a few reports. 
Keep in mind that some trial and/or freeware versions 
may not include all features of the paid version, so be 
sure to take that into consideration.

It is perfectly acceptable to try out more than one 
program at a time, but be careful to avoid personality 
conflicts by keeping the databases for each program in 
their separate corners. 

When the trial period has ended, you will most 
likely receive an invitation to purchase the full version. 
But before you do, ask yourself a few final questions. 
Did the software meet all—or most—of your needs? 
Can you live without any features it does not have? Is 
this a good match for you?

If any of your answers are “no,” then you may want 
to take out a few more trial versions before you jump 
into anything permanent.

However, if your answers are “yes,” then 
congratulations, you are ready to make a commitment!

Happy Together
Like choosing a partner in life, selecting a genealogy 
software program can be a very personal decision. After 
all, you will be spending plenty of time together, as well 
as sharing your most intimate research information. You 
need to feel comfortable in knowing that your software 
is reliable, trustworthy, and will take care of your needs. 

These suggestions may seem like a lot of effort, but 
in the long run, they should save you from a future of 
disappointment and frustration. By focusing on the 
features that matter to you, reading reviews, talking 
to friends, and testing a trial version, you can feel 
confident that you have made a commitment to your 
perfect genealogy software match. Here’s to many 
blissful hours of research together!

Elizabeth O’Neal is a 
genealogist, freelance writer, 
educator, and web developer. 
An avid genealogist for three 
decades, Elizabeth writes 
the blog My Descendant’s 
Ancestors (formerly Little 
Bytes of Life), where she 
shares family stories, discusses 
technology and methodology 
tips, and hosts the monthly 

“Genealogy Blog Party.” When not hunting for 
ancestors, she enjoys testing new software and social 
media platforms to find innovative ways to repurpose 
them for genealogy.

Connect
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By Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS

FGS 2017 Conference

The 2017 Federation of Genealogical Societies 
conference is just around the corner. From August 
30 to September 2, 2017, FGS will hold its national 

conference in downtown Pittsburgh at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center. If you plan to join us, you might want 
to consider a research excursion during your travels. We’ve 
put together a list of repositories that are sure to pique your 
interest, covering Pittsburgh, other Pennsylvania cities, and 
the neighboring states of Ohio, New York, and West Virginia.

Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh offers many opportunities to research ancestors 
who lived in the Keystone State, as well as those who moved 
through the area when it was the first “Gateway to the West.”

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Main Branch – Oakland
4400 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
412-622-3154
Hours: Monday–Thursday 10:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m., Friday–
Saturday 10:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Sunday 12 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
http://carnegielibrary.org

Pennsylvania Department
The local history collection holds books, periodicals, 
newspapers, maps, photographs, and microforms, including 
Pittsburgh newspapers beginning in 1786, Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County vital records, and naturalizations from 
Allegheny County courts. They have the largest genealogical 
collection in Western Pennsylvania. Search their online 
catalog at http://catalog.einetwork.net/search.

Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society
The Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society Library is 
located within the Pennsylvania Department and houses the 
society’s book collection, including published family histories 
and family files, as well as church records on microfilm. See 
their online catalog at http://wpgs.library.net.

Heinz History Center
Detre Library and Archives
1212 Smallman Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-454-6364
Hours: Wednesday–Saturday 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
http://heinzhistorycenter.org

A Guide to Research Facilities 
In Pittsburgh and Nearby Areas
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Devoted to the 
history and 
heritage of Western 
Pennsylvania, the 
History Center (home 
of the Historical 
Society of Western 
Pennsylvania) is 
Pennsylvania’s largest 
history museum. The 
Library and Archives 
contain a wealth of 
manuscript materials 
on local individuals 
and businesses. View
their online 
catalog at http://
heinzhistorycenter.
org/detre-library-
archives/search-
collection.

University of Pittsburgh Library System
Archives Service Center
7500 Thomas Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
412-648-3232
Hours: Monday–Friday 9:00 a.m.–4:45 p.m.
http://library.pitt.edu/archives-service-center

Besides housing the University Archives, the Archives 
Service Center holds manuscript collections for local ethnic 
and fraternal organizations, as well as labor, business, and 
industry materials. See their online guides at http://pitt.
libguides.com/Genealogy.

Harrisburg
Pennsylvania’s state capital is a four-hour drive east from 
Pittsburgh and holds research resources at two facilities.

Pennsylvania State Archives
801 North 3rd Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-783-3281
Hours: Wednesday–Saturday 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
http://phmc.pa.gov/Archives

The Pennsylvania State Archives collects, preserves, and 
makes available for study the permanently valuable public 
records of the Commonwealth, with particular attention 
given to the records of state government. The State Archives 
also collects papers of private citizens and organizations 
relevant to Pennsylvania history. Materials are held in both 
manuscript form and microfilm. Consult their research 
guides at http://phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/
Pages/Research-Guides.aspx.

State Library of Pennsylvania
Forum Building 
607 South Drive 
Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-783-5950
Hours: Tuesday–Thursday 9:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m., second 
Saturday of each month 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
http://statelibrary.pa.gov

Genealogy and local history are one of the largest services 
of the State Library. A large collection of indexes, county 
histories, passenger lists, family histories, and city directories, 
as well as compilations of church and cemetery records 
are available for in-library use. The databases of Accessible 
Archives, Ancestry, and Heritage Quest also are available 
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for in-house use. They are the statewide depository for 
newspapers. See their research guides at http://statelibrary.
pa.gov/GeneralPublic/Learn/Pages/default.aspx.

Western Pennsylvania & Western New York
Erie County, Pennsylvania (Erie, PA) and Erie County, New 
York (Buffalo, NY) are a short (2–3 hours) drive north from 
Pittsburgh on Interstate 79 and offer several repositories with 
resources for genealogists.

Erie County Historical Society 
356 West Sixth Street 
Erie, PA 16507
814-454-1813
Hours for the Historical Library: Thursday–Saturday 11:00 
a.m.–5:00 p.m.
http://eriehistory.com/archives

The Historical Society holdings include archival and 
manuscript material, rare books, maps, architectural plans 
and drawings, and photographic images. They are also the 
home of the Erie Society for Genealogical Research (http://
erie.pa-roots.com).

Erie County Public Library – Blasco Library
160 East Front Street 
Erie, PA 16507
814-451-6900
Hours: Monday–Thursday 9:00 a.m.–8:30 p.m., Friday–
Saturday 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
http://erielibrary.org

The Heritage Room is located on the second floor of the 
Blasco Library. The collection includes family histories, 
county histories, local history information, newspapers, 
city directories, and other resources. An obituary index is 
available for Erie newspapers that covers 1822 to the present. 
City directories are available for Erie beginning with 1853.

Buffalo & Erie County Public Library  
1 Lafayette Square  
Buffalo, NY 14203  
716-858-8900 
Hours: Monday–Wednesday 8:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m., Thursday 
8:30 a.m.–8:00 p.m., Friday–Saturday 8:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
http://buffalolib.org/content/library-locations/central

Their Grosvenor Room collection is focused on Buffalo and 
Erie County genealogy, with resources related to other New 

York counties, other states, and foreign countries. View their 
handouts and subject guides at http://buffalolib.org/content/
grosvenor/genealogy-collection.

Ohio
On your way to or from the conference, you may wish to 
travel into the neighboring state of Ohio for more research 
opportunities.

Ohio Genealogy Society
Samuel D. Isaly Library
611 State Route 97 West 
Bellville, OH 44813 
419-886-1903
Hours: Tuesday–Saturday 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
http://ogs.org

The collection includes family histories, county histories, 
directories, and Bible records concentrated on Ohio. 
Check their guides to using the collection at http://ogs.org/
ogs_library and to their special collections at http://ogs.org/
ogs_library/specialcoll.php.

Ohio History Center (Ohio Historical Society)
Archives/Library  
Ohio History Connection 
800 East 17th Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43211
614-297-2510
Hours: Wednesday–Saturday 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
http://ohiohistory.org/learn/archives-library
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The Archives/Library of the Ohio History Connection 
collects, preserves, and makes available to the public written 
and graphic information concerning Ohio’s history. As the 
State Archives of Ohio, it is the designated repository for state 
government records of enduring historical value. Search their 
online catalog at http://catalog.ohiohistory.org/Presto.

West Virginia
You may wish to combine your conference attendance with a 
research detour in search of West Virginia roots.

West Virginia Archives and History Library
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 
Charleston, WV 25305-0300
304-558-0230
Hours: Monday–Wednesday 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Thursday 
9:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m., Friday–Saturday 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
http://www.wvculture.org

The West Virginia Archives and History Library is located 
in the Culture Center at the State Capitol Complex in 
Charleston, West Virginia. Search their online catalog and 
research guides at http://www.wvculture.org/history/archives/
wvsamenu.html.

West Virginia & Regional History Center
WVU Libraries 
West Virginia University 
1549 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV 26506-6069 
304-293-3536
Hours: Call or check online for monthly hours of operation
http://wvrhc.lib.wvu.edu

The West Virginia & Regional History Center collects, 
preserves, and provides public access to materials that show 
the history and culture of West Virginia and the central 
Appalachian region. Their special collections include 
published and unpublished genealogies, public records, 
military records, photographs, newspapers, and manuscript 
materials. Search their research guides at http://wvrhc.lib.
wvu.edu/research/guides.

If you haven’t already registered for the conference, be sure to 
do so by July 1, 2017, in order to receive the early registration 
rate. More information can be found at the conference 
website (http://fgsconference.org).

Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS, is 
the library services manager of the 
Pennsylvania Department of the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh (CLP) 
and currently serves as president-
elect and program chair of the 
Western Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Society. She is also an honorary vice 
president of the Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania. Raised in Pittsburgh, her 
undergraduate and graduate degrees 

are from the University of Pittsburgh. Marilyn has worked with 
genealogical patrons at CLP for 33 years and has presented 
numerous programs on local and family history topics, as 
well as taught courses on genealogy since 1988. Marilyn is the 
Librarians’ Day chair for the 2017 FGS conference.

Connect

Register for 
FGS 2017 

now!
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SOCIETY SHOWCASE
PROMOTE YOUR SOCIETY TO THE NATION’S GENEALOGISTS

MUSKOGEE COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Reserve your exclusive spot now!
FGSConference.org

PEORIA COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

MCDONOUGH COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

FGS Member Societies are invited to reserve tables in the 2017 Conference Society 

Showcase, strategically located in the center of the Exhibit Hall near the FGS booth. 

You don’t want to miss this opportunity to reach potential new members from all 

over the country!

FGS 2017 National Conference

https://www.fgsconference.org/exhibits/society-showcase/


Our society publications play crucial roles in member 
communication, public relations, education, and 
preservation. They inform readers of society projects 

and events; help members stay abreast of board activities and 
decisions; lure prospective members with tantalizing details of 
our offerings; and educate readers about the people, history, 
and records of our area, preserving those stories for future 
generations.

However, acquiring that content can be a continual 
challenge. Why are we so often desperate for submissions,  
and what can we do about it?

Overcoming the Challenges
No matter their size, societies face common challenges when 
it comes to content and their publications. Overcoming these 
difficulties requires us to think like a marketer. What benefits 
does our product (our publication) offer for writers? How can 
we create desire for it? 

Challenge 1: Money
The reality of society budgets means we usually do not pay 
our authors. If you had to choose between a publication that 
will pay you for your article upon acceptance or one that will 
provide only free copies, which would you submit to first?

An offer of author copies and the prospect of enduring 
fame will only get us so far. An extrinsic motivator, such 
as a free year of membership or a small honorarium per 
published article, could move an undecided submitter to 
action. Another approach used by some societies is a writing 
competition, either for published or unpublished work. The 
Indiana Genealogical Society’s Elaine Spires Smith Family 
History Writing Award is given for an outstanding article 
published during the previous year in either the society’s 
quarterly journal or its newsletter. The $500 award is a selling 
point for both publications. On the other hand, the Ohio 
Genealogical Society’s annual writing competition is for 
unpublished original work. Winners receive a small cash prize 

Society Publications
How to 
Find 

Valuable 
Content 
for Your 
Readers

By Rachel M. Popma
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and publication in one of the society’s journals, but even the 
non-winning submissions may be considered for publication. 
Such an approach provides a potential reward for authors, as 
well as a collection of materials for publication.

Challenge 2: Prestige
Our publications may be overlooked in favor of larger, more 
well-known state or national publications. How often have 
you talked with someone working on an interesting research 
problem who is “saving” it for the National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly? 

 We can’t all be the NGSQ, nor should we be. However, 
we can be the best versions of ourselves. Clean copy and 
thoughtful and accessible publication design contribute to our 
credibility and improve our appeal. A clear mission that’s well 
illustrated in the pieces we produce makes it easier for writers 
to understand how their work might fit with our publications. 
Content that our readers want and enjoy serves as both a 
benefit to them and a lure to others. When our outreach 
efforts lead prospective authors to our door, a positive 
impression there can turn a “maybe” into a “yes.”

Challenge 3: Time
Everyone is busy. Writing can seem like an insurmountable 
task even when you are experienced. If an author isn’t already 
planning to write Grandma’s story, is your publication worth 
the time and energy she’d have to spend on it? 

Sometimes the question of time can be overcome by other 
benefits, such as money or prestige, that make the writing 
project and our publication “worth it.” At other times, a 
personal connection persuades a potential author. Have you 
reached out to the blogger you read regularly? Do you have 
a colleague who is an expert in an area of interest to your 
readers? What is that author you published two years ago up 
to now? It’s usually flattering to be approached regarding one’s 
work, and even if that person can’t contribute at the moment, 

you’ve planted a seed for the future. The few minutes spent 
sending an e-mail or chatting at a conference could lead to 
new and interesting possibilities.

Challenge 4: Insecurity
Many people do not consider themselves to be writers, 
or they do not consider their work “good enough” for 
publication. So why would they even think of reaching out  
to the nearest editor?

Fortunately, encouragement and outreach can make 
a difference. Consider nurturing researchers who have 
interesting stories but perhaps aren’t confident in their ability 
to write about them, or spend additional time to develop 
manuscripts that may not have qualified for publication on 
a first evaluation. Here, too, building personal connections 
can reap rewards. Beyond the individual outreach mentioned 
above, being visible and accessible at conferences and events 
puts a face to a name on a publication masthead. Conducting 
a discussion or Q&A at a conference or meeting can provide 
an opportunity for writers to have questions answered and 
receive immediate feedback on their ideas, in turn possibly 
reducing their anxiety about the process.

Preparation and Analysis
Once we’ve examined how we might overcome submission 
resistance, we can consider how we might reach those 
potential authors. A successful content acquisition plan 
begins with an understanding of the organization and the 
publication’s position, wants, and needs. Before beginning any 
outreach, take time to analyze the following:

Mission. What is the society’s mission?
Purpose. What is the publication’s purpose? How does 

it fit with the society mission? What is its place among other 
society publications?

Audience. Who is your audience? Think not just about 
your primary or intended audience, but also secondary 
audiences. For example, what message does your publication 
send to prospective members or to other professionals 
in the field? What does it indicate that the publication or 
organization values? What does it say about how it views 
its readers? Crucially, is the actual message the same as the 
intended message?

Membership. Who is the society’s membership—age, 
location, comfort and skill with technology, genealogical 
experience, etc.? 

Constraints. What are your constraints—publication 
size, budget, number of staff, and other intangibles?

Clean copy and thoughtful and 
accessible publication design 
contribute to our credibility and 
improve our appeal.
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Schedule. How often 
do you need content? How 
long, on average, is your 
production cycle? A monthly 
newsletter usually requires 
less content than a quarterly 
journal, but its production 
cycle moves more quickly. An 
acquisitions approach should 
differ accordingly.

Content. What is it? 
What do you need for each 
issue? Where does your 
content usually come from? 
Could you start new columns 
or take on new types of 
content that would meet the 
readers’ interests and needs? 

Finally, have complete information ready for prospective 
authors, including: clear and specific author guidelines and 
publication terms, a brief call for submissions that can be 
tailored as needed for different outlets, and a statement of the 
society and/or publication’s copyright policies. 

Areas for Outreach
We have now articulated the publication’s purpose and needs 
and assembled the relevant information for prospective 
authors. Now, how do we spread the word? You’ll want to 
think about personal, society, local, and national networks.

Your Personal Network
Establish and maintain a professional online profile. This 
means social media, such as Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn, 
but also relevant e-mail discussion lists. If you don’t already 
have a professional profile, consider creating one just for that 
purpose. (If you prefer to continue using a personal profile, 

pay careful attention to privacy settings. Your family vacation 
photos and political posts will likely not be to everyone’s taste, 
and you don’t want to put off potential contacts.)

You’ll also need to be active. It’s not enough just to have a 
Facebook account, for example; you need to comment on and 
share content and participate in discussions, both to educate 
yourself and to make your profile visible. For that reason, it 
may be better to have fewer, highly active accounts than to 
have accounts everywhere that are infrequently used. Consider 
what you can commit to reasonably and consistently. 

Stay up to date with other publications (both print and 
online) and news in the field. This helps keep you informed 
about trending subjects and controversies, allows you to see 
what other organizations are doing, and introduces you to 
new experts on a given topic.

Attend conferences and seminars. Strive to be part of 
local, regional, and national events as much as possible. Use 
sessions as an opportunity for making contacts as well as for 
learning about a subject; after all, lecturers frequently are 
writers. Take time in the exhibit hall. Visit organizations to 
meet their representatives and see what their publications 
offer to get ideas for your own. Don’t pass up talking to staff 
from libraries and archives. Even if they aren’t physically 
nearby, you might be surprised what their collections can offer 
researchers in your area, and the staff might be happy to write 
about it. And definitely volunteer to staff your society’s booth 
if it has one, as even five minutes of friendly conversation can 

A successful content 
acquisition plan begins with an 
understanding of the organization 
and the publication’s position, 
wants, and needs.
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yield potential authors. It’s not unusual for me to receive an 
e-mail that begins, “So, I talked to you at the conference last 
year. Are you interested in . . . ?” 

Consider your existing contacts. What organizations or 
other groups are you already a part of? Boston University’s 
genealogical research certificate program has an active 
alumni e-mail list, for example. Did you complete the ProGen 
study group or participate in another study or discussion 
group, or are you a member of another professional 
organization? Don’t overlook colleagues in these arenas as 

potential authors or as people who can pass on information 
about your publication to others.

The Society Network
Don’t forget about your society’s board members. Remind 
them that you’re seeking content and ask that they help spread 
the word among those they come into contact with. (Don’t 
assume they’re already doing so!) Reach out to committee 
chairs and directors, too. Could the conference chair help 
provide speaker interviews or profiles for the society blog or 
newsletter? Maybe your grants committee could put you in 
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touch with the group who just won the society’s cemetery 
restoration grant. A feature on that cemetery would highlight 
the project, their group, and your society’s grant program—a 
potential marketing win for all. 

Make use of society social media. Social media can be a 
valuable form of outreach, particularly to non-members, who 
may “like” your page on Facebook because they have some 
research interest or connection in the area but who haven’t 
yet joined the society. Ask to have a call for submissions put 
out on your society’s social media, and be sure to post when 
a new issue is available or other new publications-related 
activity occurs. 

“Advertise” in your society’s publications. Don’t take 
for granted your society’s publications. Include a clear call for 
submissions in your journal, or add a blurb in the newsletter.

The Local Network
The “local” network of a state society or an organization with 
a specialized focus, such as a particular surname or ethnic 
group, may actually be quite broad, geographically. Thus, you 
should think about both geography and specialization. What 
libraries, archives, or other repositories are located in areas 
or feature materials of interest to your readers? Are there 
genealogical or historical societies you could reach out to? 

Perhaps you already have contact with specific individuals 
who have access to relevant material. For example, Indiana 
is fortunate to have both county historian and county 
genealogist programs. These individuals are familiar with a 
county’s history, records, and resources and serve as a point 
of contact for those interested in the county. From them I 
can obtain information about new historical or genealogical 
projects by local groups, the “missing” box of records just 
found in the rural courthouse, or that special ceremony 
they’re having to dedicate a pioneer cabin. If they’re unable to 
write something for me, they frequently can put me in touch 
with someone who will.

The National Network
Think about where other genealogists gather. Conferences, 
seminars, and institutes are great places for making in-
person connections, but don’t overlook local chapters of 
national organizations, such as the Association of Professional 
Genealogists (APG), and lineage societies, such as the 
Daughters of the American Revolution or the Mayflower 
Society. APG has a members-only e-mail discussion list, 
and calls for conference papers and publication submissions 
are usual fare. The Transitional Genealogists Forum (TGF) 
e-mail list is another virtual forum, and its focus as a space 
for aspiring professional genealogists provides a unique 
opportunity for making connections. Social media’s broad 
reach is also a plus here. Numerous Facebook groups are 
devoted to research in or the history of a particular area or 
group of people and they attract members from all over the 
world. A mention in such a group of your desire for new 
stories may bring unexpected results.

Actively working to secure submissions can require a 
substantial investment of time and energy, and when many of 
us are wearing multiple hats, it can seem daunting. Ultimately, 
choose tactics that best fit your organization and publication 
rather than trying everything new at once. Keep track of 
where new authors learn about your publication and pay 
attention to where you’re getting the most response from your 
efforts. As you discover what works, build a schedule of clear 
goals and deadlines to keep the process moving forward. The 
end result will be worth it—a publication your readers will 
eagerly anticipate.

Rachel M. Popma is editor of the 
Indiana Genealogical Society’s 
quarterly journal, Indiana 
Genealogist, and a professional editor, 
writer, and researcher specializing in 
family and local history, biography, 
and memoir. She has taught writing 
courses and workshops for nearly 
20 years. An alumna of ProGen 14 
and current course coordinator for 
ProGen 30, she holds an MA from the 

University of Illinois and a certificate in genealogical research 
from Boston University.

Connect

Don’t forget about your society’s 
board members. Remind them 
that you’re seeking content and 
ask that they help spread the 
word among those they come into 
contact with.

Include a clear call for 
submissions in your journal, or 
add a blurb in the newsletter.
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By Denise Barrett Olson

GooGle
for 

NoNprofits

Is your society in need of simple, yet powerful tools to 
help streamline society management? Is your society 
looking for better ways to collaborate? If your answer is 

yes to either or both questions, then Google for Nonprofits 
might be a great solution for your society.

Google for Nonprofits provides a number of impressive 
products at no cost making it possible to improve your 
society’s operations and expand membership. Let’s take a look 
at how Google for Nonprofits can benefit your society.

G Suite for Nonprofits
G Suite for Nonprofits is one of a handful of products offered 
under Google for Nonprofits. With this you get 30GB of 
storage per user for Gmail and Google Drive. Using Google 
Drive, your society can create shared folders to maintain 
society documents that are regularly used by officers and staff, 
such as document templates, meeting agendas, and member 
lists. You can also post member guides, newsletters, and 

other publications in a folder making them easily accessible 
to your membership.

The suite also includes Gmail with e-mail addresses for 
officers and staff using your society’s domain (for example, 
president@mysociety.org). When new officers or staff come 
on board, all that is needed is to change the password on that 
position’s Google account. The new person now has access 
to the mail, folders, and documents associated with that 
particular position. 

Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, and Forms are tools that 
make it easy to create and collaborate on the web. Officers and 
staff can use these apps on their Windows or Mac desktops, 
as well as most mobile devices. Using Google’s apps, everyone 
is on the same page for creating, reviewing, and approving 
documents. The Forms app can be used to create and present 
membership applications as well as surveys and research 
questionnaires to get feedback from your membership. There 
is even a template gallery for many common document types.
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With Google Calendar you can create and share multiple 
calendars. Use it for society meetings, special interest group 
meetings, workshops, and board meetings. Using Calendar, 
you can schedule events, present a society calendar on your 
website, and even join Hangouts.

Contacts makes managing contact information for your 
membership a whole lot easier. Use it to send mailings to the 
entire membership, your staff, or a specific group. 

Although many of the G Suite apps are available to 
anyone at no cost,  there are limits such as just 15GB per user 
for Gmail/Drive. Also, you won’t be able to use a custom 
domain for your e-mail addresses either. For smaller societies, 
these limitations may not be a problem. 

Other Google for Nonprofit Products
In addition to G Suite, there is also YouTube Nonprofit 
Program, which gives your society access to its own YouTube 
channel with premium features like links to your society’s 
website from your video. There is also a donation card feature 

where you can request and receive donations within your 
video. Other Google for Nonprofit products include Google 
Earth Outreach and Google Ad Grants.

Eligibility
To be eligible for all this Google goodness, your society 
must meet a few eligibility requirements. Societies in the 
United States must be recognized by the IRS as a tax-
exempt 501(c)(3) organization and be registered with 
TechSoup. Societies in other countries may also be eligible 
to take advantage of Google for Nonprofits. See “Eligibility 
Guidelines” for details in your particular country. 

Visit the Google for Nonprofits website for additional 
details about the program and how it can benefit your society.

Denise Barrett Olson is a native 
Floridian with family ties from Texas 
to Virginia. She is an Air Force veteran 
and Army wife, now retired after 
working more than 40 years in the 
information technology field. Today 
her focus is on her family’s history. She 
teaches genealogy workshops, speaks 
at area societies, and shares her family 
stories at Moultrie Creek (http://
moultriecreek.us), her personal blog.

Other Useful Google 
Services for Your Society

You don’t need nonprofit status to take advantage of 
other Google services. 

Hangouts
Use Hangouts to offer online workshops for your 
members, special interest group meetings, or board 
meetings. Members/staff can participate using either 
desktop or mobile devices. Hangouts can also 
be used to present tutoring sessions, one-on-one 
support, and other online get-togethers between 
meetings. 
http://hangouts.google.com

Google+
The Google+ social network offers both public and 
private pages along with a communities feature 
that could be used to support virtual special interest 
groups so they can function between meetings. 
http://plus.google.com

• Google for Nonprofits 
http://google.com/nonprofits

• G Suite for Nonprofits 
http://google.com/nonprofits/products/apps-for-
nonprofits.html

• YouTube Nonprofit Program 
http://google.com/nonprofits/products/youtube-
nonprofit-program.html

• Google Earth Outreach 
http://google.com/nonprofits/products/google-earth-
outreach.html

• Google Ad Grants 
http://google.com/nonprofits/products/google-ad-grants.
html

• TechSoup 
http://techsoup.org

• Google for Nonprofit “Eligibility Guidelines” 
http://support.google.com/nonprofits/
answer/3215869?hl=en

Links Mentioned in This Article

Connect
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Ethics & Standards

It’s a society’s dream. A member 
walks in with a prize photograph 
to donate to the society. Those 

pictured include the member’s very 
famous cousin who was given the print 
by the photographer just after it was 
taken in 1972. The cousin then left the 
photo to the member in his will when 
he died in 2015. And—if reproduced 
and sold—the image can bring the 
society large sums of money.

The member signs a form giving 
the society all of the rights to the 
photograph, and the print now belongs 
to the society.

Yes, a society’s dream. And it could 
also be a society’s nightmare.

Because what the society thinks it 
owns could be very different from what 
the society actually owns.

The problem here stems from the 
fact that there are two very different 
types of ownership that can come 
into play with an original work like a 
photograph, or a piece of art, or even 
a book or other writing. One is the 
ownership of the work itself—in this 
case, that print of the photograph. The 
other is the ownership of the copyright 
to the work. And the person who owns 
one may very well not be the same 
person who owns the other.

Let’s back up and go over some 
basics here. 

First and foremost, we need to 
remember what’s eligible for copyright 
protection and what isn’t. Copyright law 
protects “original works of authorship 
fixed in any tangible medium of 
expression” and the definition 
includes “literary works; musical 
works, including any accompanying 
words; dramatic works, including any 
accompanying music; pantomimes and 
choreographic works; pictorial, graphic, 
and sculptural works; motion pictures 
and other audiovisual works; sound 
recordings; and architectural works.”1

Second, the fact that the 
photograph was taken in 1972 and 

never published affects its current 
copyright status. Under the 1976 United 
States Copyright Act as amended to 
today, “Works originally created before 
January 1, 1978, but not published or 
registered by that date . . . have been 
automatically brought under the statute 
and are now given federal copyright 
protection.”2

How long the image is copyright-
protected is also set out in the law. 
Copyright in unpublished works lasts 
for 70 years after the death of the 
creator.3 Since the photographer was 
alive in 1972 when the picture was 
taken, the earliest the copyright could 

Judy G.  
Russell

The Rules of Conflict
By Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures 
on topics ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On 
the faculty of IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist and 
Certified Genealogical Lecturer. Her award-winning blog is at http://legalgenealogist.com.
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Ethics & Standards

expire—assuming the photographer 
died the same year—would be 2042.

But, the society protests, the 
photographer gave the print to the 
cousin, and the cousin gave it to the 
member, who gave it to the society! 

Absolutely true, and the society 
absolutely is the legal owner of that 
copy of the photograph.

The problem is, owning that copy 
of the photograph doesn’t mean a thing 
when it comes to owning the copyright:

Ownership of a ‘copy’ 
of a photograph—the 
tangible embodiment of 
the ‘work’—is distinct 
from the ‘work’ itself—the 
intangible intellectual 
property. The owner of 
the ‘work’ is generally the 
photographer or, in certain 
situations, the employer 
of the photographer. 
Even if a person hires 
a photographer to take 
pictures of a wedding, for 
example, the photographer 
will own the copyright in 
the photographs unless 
the copyright in the 
photographs is transferred, 
in writing and signed by 
the copyright owner, to 
another person.4 

The bottom line here is that 
“mere ownership of a book, 
manuscript, painting, or any other 
copy or phonorecord does not give 
the possessor the copyright. The law 
provides that transfer of ownership of 
any material object that embodies a 
protected work does not of itself convey 
any rights in the copyright.”5

It doesn’t matter that the cousin 
was one of the people depicted in the 
photo: “The subject of the photograph 

generally has nothing to do with the 
ownership of the copyright in the 
photograph.”6

So when the member signs that 
form giving the society all the rights to 
the photo, the member only gave the 
society the rights the member had—the 
right to own that copy. Ownership of 
the copyright is still an open question, 
unless the member has a statement in 
writing, signed by the photographer, 
transferring the copyright along with 
that copy of the photo.

Without that statement, the society 
still needs permission to reproduce the 
image. And it has to get that permission 
from the person who owns the 
copyright today. 

If the photographer is still alive, 
then the photographer can give 
permission or even give the copyright 
to the society for its use. If the 
photographer isn’t alive, then the law 
provides that “ownership of a copyright 
. . . may be bequeathed by will or pass 
as personal property by the applicable 
laws of intestate succession.”7 The 
society would need to do some basic 
genealogical research to see who owns 
the copyright now. 

The possibilities are:

• The photographer left a will, 
left his personal property to 
someone in particular, and 
that someone is still alive. That 
person is the copyright owner 
and his or her permission is all 
the society needs.

• The photographer left a will, 
left his personal property to 
someone in particular, and that 
someone isn’t alive today. The 
society would need to find out 
who that person’s estate went 
to—by will or by intestacy—
because the copyright would 
have been part of that estate.

• The photographer didn’t leave 
a will, so his estate went to his 
heirs-at-law under the laws 
of his state of residence. The 
society would need to figure 
out who his heirs-at-law were. 

The one thing the society can’t do, 
however, is ignore the laws of copyright. 
Not paying attention to who owns 
what—and infringing copyright in the 
photo—could turn a society’s dream 
donation into a financial nightmare.

Notes
1. 17 U.S.C. § 102(a).

2. U.S. Copyright Office, Circular 1: Copyright 
Basics, 5; PDF, Copyright.gov (http://copyright.gov/
circs/circ01.pdf : accessed 15 April 2017).

3. 17 U.S.C. § 302(a), 303(a).

4. U.S. Copyright Office, “FAQs: Can I Use 
Someone Else’s Work? Can Someone Else Use 
Mine?,” Copyright.gov (http://copyright.gov/help/
faq/faq-fairuse.html : accessed 15 April 2017), 
section “My local copying store will not make 
reproductions . . . .”

5. U.S. Copyright Office, Circular 1: Copyright 
Basics, 2.

6. Ibid.

7. 17 U.S.C. § 201(d)(1).

The problem is, 
owning that copy of 
the photograph doesn’t 
mean a thing when it 
comes to owning the 
copyright.

27   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 29, Issue 2  •  Summer 2017

Back to TOC

http://copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf
http://copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf
http://copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-fairuse.html
http://copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-fairuse.html


Next Generation

Genealogy is expensive. I’m 
sure you have a case full 
of books, a cabinet full of 

supplies, and a credit card where you 
have charged one too many webinars. 
While everyone’s circumstances may 
be different, it is particularly hard for 
younger genealogists to scrape together 
the money for further education or 
even the fee to attend a small local 
conference. What do you think might 
be the answer? Well, how about 
scholarships or student fee reductions?

While fees for our societies, 
organizations, and conferences tend to 
be on the lower side compared to other 
industries, there can still be a limit to 
what one person can do. But, when an 
incentive is offered you can often attract 
more people. Incentives come in many 
forms. For instance, can your society offer 
a reduced conference fee for volunteering 
to hold a position at the conference? For 
example, do you need room monitors 
or persons to stuff envelopes? Offering 
a reduced fee not only increases those 
who could attend your conference, but 
it also allows a fellow genealogist an 
opportunity to learn and network. 

There are a few scholarships out 
there in the genealogy world, but don’t 

think that there is an overabundance. 
Far from it. Plus, those that are out 
there tend only to be advertised to 
those in the know. What we need to do, 
as genealogists who want to have more 
people join us, is to advertise these 
opportunities far and wide.

Creating a scholarship can be a 
bit of work, but in the long term it is a 
great way for your society to give back 
to the community. Below you can find a 
few easy steps to get you on your way.

Decide on the funding. This could 
be the hardest part of the project. How 
will you choose to create the funds that 
will go toward the scholarship? Some 
of the simple ways would be to set aside 
a portion of the dues or do a specific 
fundraiser. Whatever you choose, make 
sure you consult with your group’s 

financial institution to get advice and 
guidance on setting up the account.

What will the scholarship be for? 
After gathering the thoughts of your 
membership, decide what the money 
can be used for. Will the lucky recipient 
be allowed to spend the money on 
a registration to a large conference? 
Perhaps they could use the money to 
offset registration to an institute.

Who will qualify? Choosing the 
recipient will always be a tough decision. 
Of course, there should be an application 
process the recipient goes through. 
The questions on it should be carefully 
considered; perhaps an essay on why they 
would like the scholarship. You could 
offer it to a demographic whose education 
may in turn benefit your society.

Don’t forget to advertise. Get the 
word out to as many groups as possible. 
This should be plastered on your social 
media; never miss an opportunity there! 
Make sure neighboring or affiliate 
groups know about it too. In fact, are 
there other organizations outside of the 
genealogy community that may benefit 
as well? This is a great way to advertise 
your group and get good press. Of 
course, don’t forget to advertise and 
promote the recipient as well.

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

Consider Sponsoring a 
Scholarship
By Shannon Combs-Bennett

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology. One 
of her passions is encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy. This 
includes children through adults thanks to the ongoing interest her children show in their family history. 
She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist and is currently the Education chair for 
The NextGen Genealogy Network. Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/tntfamhist.
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Find your place in history at 
FamilySearch. Discover billions 
of free records and tools to
preserve your family story.
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Forensic Genealogy

News stories have appeared 
over the past few years 
involving unethical and 

sometimes illegal practices by some 
firms and individuals who market 
themselves as forensic genealogists 
specializing as heir searchers or heir 
hunters. The latest, “Genealogist 
Who Helps Heirs Obtain Fortunes in 
Estate Cases Accused of Using Forged 
Documents,” published by the Daily 
News (New York) on May 15, 2017, 
joins the other dramatic stories about 
“heir hunters” 
with 50 percent 
contingency-
based fees, 
tracking down 
people found 
on unclaimed 
property websites, 
collusion, and 
price fixing.

The most 
common stories 
are about estate 
cases and 
unclaimed funds. 
Large intestate 
estates with 

missing or unknown heirs are popular 
sources for these firms and individuals. 
Often, they employ people to scout 
public notices and probate filings in 
cities across the country. This is a 
competitive field; the goal is to secure 
a contract guaranteeing a percentage 
of the inheritance their client will 
receive. In some cases, the searchers 
have relationships with lawyers who 
will represent the signed beneficiaries 
based solely on what the genealogist 
has told them.

Many times, the genealogist is 
asked to recruit the clients to sign 
with the attorney. This is an unethical 
practice for the attorney, and certainly 
a questionable practice for the 
genealogist. The attorney may also 
represent both the heir searcher or 
firm and the client heirs. This has been 
found to be a conflict of interest in 
several jurisdictions.

Unclaimed funds are another 
favorite for smaller firms and 
individuals who watch state and 

other websites 
for clients. 
They notify 
the individual 
that they have 
funds waiting 
to be claimed 
and that the 
searcher knows 
how to claim the 
funds. In some 
situations, the heir 
searcher presents 
a contract 
to receive a 
percentage of the 
funds and simply 

Helen 
Haldeman Daglas

The Case for Turning Down 
Contingency Fees
By Helen Haldeman Daglas

Helen Haldeman Daglas is a professional genealogist specializing in forensic genealogy, although 
she still enjoys working with clients breaking through brick walls using DNA along with genealogical 
research. Helen currently serves as president for the Council for the Advancement of Forensic 
Genealogy. She previously served on the 2016 Association of Professional Genealogists (APG) 
Professional Management Conference committee, is past president of the APG Virtual Chapter, and 
was instrumental in the formation of the APG Genetic Genealogy SIG. 
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Forensic Genealogy

sends the name and contact information 
to the state or entity holding the funds. 
Filing the forms and providing proof 
to qualify for the funds is left to the 
state and individuals. In this case, the 
searcher is getting a percentage fee for 
what would simply be a finder’s fee in 
other situations. 

These stories have certainly brought 
more scrutiny to those that work in 
identifying and finding missing or 
unknown heirs. These unscrupulous 
practices may lead to changes in laws 
and regulations governing forensic 
genealogy. Many states have already 
passed laws prohibiting contingency 
fees or capping the percentage that may 
be charged by the searcher.

A search of the Internet for the term 
“forensic genealogy” will reveal websites 
of companies that do heir search and 
speculative work. They justify keeping 
information from the prospective client 
because unfortunately some people will 
go on their own search and directly 
to the source. They claim the limited 
information is to protect the investment 
they have made in their research. 

How many genealogists run across 
documents or information that could be 
useful to a researcher? How many then 
use this entice a researcher to hire them? 

Most likely, the people involved in 
these practices aren’t familiar with the 
Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS), the 
Association of Professional Genealogists’ 
Code of Ethics and Professional 
Practices, the Board for Certification 
of Genealogists’ Genealogy Standards, 
the International Commission for the 
Accreditation Professional Genealogists’ 
Code of Ethics and Professional Standards, 
or the Council for the Advancement 
of Forensic Genealogists’ Standards of 
Practice and Conduct. These organizations 
have standards and codes of conduct to 

ensure that their members adhere to such 
standards and practices thereby offering 
reassurance to consumers.

Forensic genealogy is applying 
the highest genealogical standards to 
research, analysis, and reporting in cases 
with legal implications, usually involving 
living individuals. Genealogists who 
work in this specialty should be qualified 
through a combination of education, 
training, and work experience to be 
retained by clients such as attorneys, law 
offices, estates, courts, corporations, and 
governmental agencies. The genealogist 
must prepare to be qualified as an expert 
witness and to defend their work in court. 

Many forensic genealogists may 
never be asked to defend their work 
or be an expert witness. However, 
the genealogist has no control over 
this. Once the work is complete, the 
genealogist may be contacted a year or 
more later to appear in court. Forensic 
genealogists may also be called to 
review another’s work and present 
their findings in court. A seemingly 
straightforward case could later 
turn into a complex case. A forensic 
genealogist might: need to appear as an 
expert, need to present evidence that 
conflicts with that of other genealogists, 
or find themselves in a situation where 
they are challenged as an expert. Always 
working toward the standards of an 
expert witness alleviates these pitfalls.

Contingency fees can be appealing, 
especially if the case involves a large 
amount of money and certainly 
there are forensic genealogists who 
can remain unbiased. However, the 
perception of bias casts doubts on the 
work, which can lead to impeachment 
as an unbiased witness in court. 
Accepting contingency-based fees is 
illegal in some jurisdictions and highly 
regulated in others. Accepting cases 

on a contingency-fee basis creates 
a conflict of interest in which the 
genealogist becomes a stakeholder in 
the outcome of the case and cannot be 
considered a disinterested third party. 

When the qualifications and work 
of the genealogist are questioned, they 
can expect that opposing counsel will 
have done their homework and should 
be prepared to answer any or all the 
following types of questions:

• Is there a certification or 
accreditation in genealogy? Do 
you hold one?

• Do you belong to a 
professional organization that 
has standards, code of ethics, 
and/or requirements for 
continuing education? Are you 
a member in good standing? 

• Have you pursued education 
that qualifies you to do this 
type of work?

• Has any of your work been 
subject to peer review or 
accepted by a court?

• Will you benefit from the 
outcome of this case?

• Did you perform reasonably 
exhaustive research to identify 
all beneficiaries?

• Your report does not include 
John Smith and Sally Jones, 
why not? How can you claim 
you located all living heirs, but 
did not include them?

Forensic genealogy can offer the 
professional genealogist a promising 
and productive career. Consider 
the code of conduct and ethics of 
the organizations you belong to, the 
challenges you may face, and the risk 
versus the reward of contingency fees 
and “spec” work.
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Records Access & Preservation

This column aims to keep you up 
to date on preservation efforts, 
as well as issues affecting access 

to records. To submit or examine current 
information about record availability, 
visit the Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) website.

Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC)
Earlier this year, Records Preservation 
and Access Committee (RPAC) 
chair Jan Alpert and International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies Records Preservation liaison 
Jan Meisels Allen initiated an RPAC 
state liaison conference call. Jan 
Allen conducted a webinar for the 
state liaisons on how to research state 
statutes and regulations, especially for 
the upcoming legislative sessions. The 
webinar slides can be accessed on the 
Publications page of the RPAC website 
(see Legislation and Regulation Webinar 
Final 2). Information from the state 
liaisons on vital records legislation from 
each liaison’s state will help update the 
RPAC Open Access to Public Records: 
A Genealogical Perspective white paper 
first issued in 2009. 

RPAC member Judy Russell 
informed RPAC about Oklahoma 
releasing the OK2Explore website, 

which includes an online index to 
Oklahoma vital records. Births prior 
to 1997 and deaths prior to 2012 are 
included in the index.

Through the diligent work of the 
Genealogical Society of New Jersey and 
the genealogical community, the threat to 
move the New Jersey State Archives from 
its home location at 225 W. State Street in 
Trenton has been stopped. The Archives 
will remain at its present location.

Because of budgetary shortfalls, 
the Virginia governor and legislature 
have eliminated pay raises for state 
employees, reduced the hours of the 
Library of Virginia reading room, 
and eliminated library positions. The 
Virginia Genealogical Society and 

other genealogical societies in Virginia 
have been working tirelessly to keep 
the Library of Virginia open and 
accessible to all.

RPAC is watching with interest the 
Trump administration budget calling for 
the elimination of funding for several 
organizations such as the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. The 
committee will wait for the release of 
the final budget recommendations to 
determine steps it can take on behalf of 
helping the organizations.

National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)
“Searching the Dawes Rolls,” a 
recent blog post from the National 

RPAC News, Dawes Rolls, 
Digitized Records & More
By Linda McCleary, MLS

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen 
years before her retirement. She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from 
Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records Preservation and Access Committee, and is a 
past director of the Federation.
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Archives, gives a detailed, instructional 
explanation of the Dawes Rolls—the 
Applications for Enrollment in the 
Five Civilized Tribes, 1898–1914. For 
researchers tracing their ancestry to 
the five civilized tribes, you will want 
to read the blog post and then follow 
the instructions to access and search 
the catalog by name. This is a great 
resource!

The Archivist of the United States, 
David S. Ferriero, has highlighted three 
records management priorities for 2017: 
1) electronic messaging and encrypted 
messages, 2) managing web records, 
and 3) ensuring that all staff, especially 
incoming political appointees, are 
properly trained on their responsibilities 
for records management.

States

D
Arizona:  Arizona residents 
now have free access to 
school censuses, 1864–
1882 territorial censuses, 

marriage records, wills and probate 
records, and territorial and early state 
prison records through Ancestry. To 
get started, refer to “Ancestry.com 
Arizona” via the Arizona State Library 
website. Records are also available at 
Ancestry with a paid subscription or 

access at a public library that has an 
Ancestry Library Edition account. For 
details about the records available, see 
the “Arizona State Library Archives and 
Public Records” page at Ancestry.

H
Delaware: Thanks to the 
National Digital Newspaper 
Program funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 

the University of Delaware is digitizing 
thousands of pages of newspapers 
previously only available on microfilm. 
Newspapers printed between 1690 and 
1922 are in the public domain, so are 
not copyrighted. The newspapers are 
available for free at Chronicling America.

L
Iowa: The Iowa 
Department of Public 
Health Bureau of Health 
Statistics is exchanging 

any small wallet-size newborn birth 
certificate cards issued from May 1993 
to October 2009 for larger, official 
certificates. The newborn wallet cards 
issued during this time did not contain 
enough vital record information to be 
used for identification purposes. The 
newborn birth cards may be exchanged 
by mail or in person with the Bureau 
of Health Statistics, 3321 E. 12th 
Street, Lucas State Office Building, 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319. See “How 
to Request a Certified Record” via the 
Iowa Department of Public Health 
website for additional details and FAQs.

A proposed rule to the 
administrative code will now permit 
counties to issue uncertified copies of 
vital records, and permit researchers 
to obtain certified copies marked for 
genealogical purpose as long as the 
person on the record is deceased. In 
addition, the Iowa Department of 
Public Health reduced the cost of non-
certified copies of Iowa’s vital records 

from five dollars to one dollar per copy 
of vital record.

X
Missouri: The Reclaim 
the Records organization 
is trying to acquire and 
publish the Missouri 

birth index and death index, so that 
the indexes will be available for free at 
Internet Archive. 

a
North Carolina: 
The North Carolina 
State Archives has 
added two new 

collections to the free resource North 
Carolina Digital Collections. The first 
collection is “Tax Lists and Records,”  
which are from the General Assembly, 
Treasurer and Comptroller, and 
Secretary of State records. Most records 
are from colonial Revolutionary War 
times, but some lists are up to 1853. 
Records includes the name of the head 
of household, acreage, and valuation. 
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In addition, horses, cattle, livestock, 
and other goods, such as carriages and 
coaches, are referenced. The second 
collection is “Troop Returns,” which 
includes lists, returns, records of 
prisoners, and records of draftees, from 
1747 to 1893 with an emphasis from 
the Revolutionary War North Carolina 
Continental Line.

v
Wisconsin: Earlier this 
year, records of birth 
(1907–1947), marriage 
(1907–1972), divorce 

(1936–1964) and death (1907–1958) 
from all Wisconsin counties became 
available in the Statewide Vital 
Records Information System. Some 
restrictions apply, and identification 
must be provided. See the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services website 
for further information.

• Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC) 
http://fgs.org/rpac

• RPAC Publications 
http://fgs.org/rpac/publications

• OK2Explore 
http://ok2explore.health.ok.gov

• “Searching the Dawes Rolls” 
http://narations.blogs.archives.
gov/2017/02/23/searching-the-
dawes-rolls

• “Ancestry.com Arizona” 
http://azlibrary.gov/arm/research-
archives/archives-resources/
ancestry-arizona

• “Arizona State Library Archives and 
Public Records” 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/
group/az_state_archives

• Chronicling America 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

• “How to Request a Certified Record”  
http://idph.iowa.gov/health-
statistics/request-record

• Reclaim the Records 
http://reclaimtherecords.org

• North Carolina Digital Collections 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov

• “Tax Lists and Records” 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/
home/collections/tax-listsc

• “Troop Returns” 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/
home/collections/troop-returns

• Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services 
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/
vitalrecords

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Imagine how thrilled you would be 
if a box of letters written by your 

ancestors was dropped off on your 
doorstep. Although that will probably 
never happen, if you are a descendant of 
the Eaches, Fendall, or Tackett families 
of Alexandria, Virginia, this book is the 
next best thing!

Letters to Virginia: Correspondence 
from Three Generations of Alexandrians 
Before, During and After the Civil War 
is “the true story of three generations 
who lived in Alexandria, Virginia, 
before, during, and after the Civil War 
and World War I.” Spanning almost 125 
years of history, the book provides an 
intimate look into the lives and loves of 
15 people, as told in their own words.

The story of how the letters were 
discovered is interesting enough on 
its own. In 2000, six boxes containing 
more than eight hundred handwritten 
letters and other ephemera were 
dropped off at the Local History/
Special Collections Department of 

the Alexandria Library in Virginia. 
The boxes had been collecting dust 
in the garage of the fourth great-
granddaughter of Joseph Eaches, a War 
of 1812 veteran who had moved to 
Alexandria in 1818. 

Also included in the collection were 
various wills, diaries, locks of hair, tax 
receipts, postcards, photographs, and 
the Oath of Allegiance of a Confederate 
soldier signed in 1865. Historian and 
author Barb Winters volunteered to sort 
and compile the letters, and wound up 
devoting three years of her life to telling 
their stories.

The book begins with a prologue 
that provides a glimpse of what daily life 
would have been like for the families 
behind the letters. Things we take for 
granted now—such as refrigerators, 
closets, running water, and even 
toilets—were unheard of in the 1840s 
and 1850s. Without air conditioning, 
the summers in Alexandria were so hot 
that many of the ladies left town for 

cooler locations, which, incidentally, 
provided the opportunity for several 
letters in the book to be written.

The heart of the book, of course, 
is the letters, which are organized into 
chapters by family groups. We meet the 
Eaches, the Fendalls, and the Tacketts, 
and experience life through the words 
of real people as they lived it. Most 
touching was the letter from Thomas 
Russell describing his heart-wrenching 
grief at the sudden loss of his wife Carrie 
(Eaches) to cholera in 1866. Left to care 
for his three young children, Thomas 
wrote to Carrie’s sister Eliza on the day 
after Carrie’s death: “Oh! It is terrible & 
I could almost pray if it were not for my 
dear little one, Lord take me away too.”

While many of the letters shared 
private sentiments between the writer 
and the recipient, two were labeled 
as “burn me” letters that the writer 
wished to have destroyed after reading. 
In one letter, Carrie (Eaches) Russell 
confided to her sister Eliza that she was 

Melissa 
Barker
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distraught at having become pregnant 
again so soon after giving birth to her 
second child. “This is a doleful letter but 
I may feel more resigned to my fate by 
the next time I write. Please burn this 
as soon as read.” For whatever reason, 
Eliza chose not to follow Carrie’s 
instructions.

It should be noted that not every 
letter in the vast collection is included 
in the book. Instead, Letters to Virginia 

tells the story of each family through 
excerpts of the “most informative and 
revealing” letters, interspersed with 
bits of local history and other family 
details. The author notes that all letters 
are “translated exactly, with misspelled 
or abbreviated words” left intact. 
Information in the book is not sourced 
or footnoted, although the author does 
provide “explanations” in parentheses, 
where necessary.

Even if you are not a descendant of 
the Eaches, Fendall, or Tackett families, 
Letters to Virginia is a compelling read. 
I found myself drawn into the lives of 
these three families, sharing in their 
joy, sadness, and everyday struggles 
to survive. Most of us will never be 
fortunate enough to find a box of letters 
written by our ancestors, but books such 
as this one can help us imagine what 
their daily lives may have been like. ■ 

This book, focusing on Scotland’s 
capital and its surrounding 

communities, is the first regional-
specific guide for part of Scotland in 
the Pen & Sword series of guides for 
family and local historians. It is divided 
into three parts: Edinburgh’s history, 
Edinburgh’s records, and appendices. 
The first part (87 pages) addresses 
the history going back into geological 
time for the volcano on which the city 
stands and has had a major impact on 
how the city has developed. But the 
book rapidly moves up to explain the 
development of both the old town and 
the subsequent stages in development 
of the new town, bringing the history 
up to the present. Following the 1856 
Edinburgh Municipal Extension Act 
the boundaries of Edinburgh started the 
expansion process slowly pulling into 
itself surrounding villages growing into 
the major city it now is. This section 
provides local specifics and also puts 
the city into a national context, which is 

important for anyone seeking to learn 
more about the city.

For the genealogist, it is the second 
part that provides the meat explaining and 
identifying various records, always focused 
on the city, including: births, marriages, 
and deaths; lists of residents; church; wills 
and inventories; civil and criminal courts; 
taxes; schools; universities; and statistical 
accounts. The reader will find the records 
explained, but included here are some 
valuable listings, such as:

• Names of all churches 
with surviving records, 
by denomination, and 
identification number at the 
National Records of Scotland, 
along with which have been 
indexed by FamilySearch and 
which are available online at 
ScotlandsPeople.

• Names and search codes for 
the thirteen archives within 
Edinburgh with material to be 
found in the National Records 

of Scotland and Scottish Archive 
Network online catalogs. 

Throughout the section Stewart 
highlights the specifics and details of 
many of these national records as they 
relate to Edinburgh.

The final section of appendices 
again focuses on Edinburgh, and 
provides descriptions of: websites for 
family research, archives, the family 
history society, museums, art galleries, 
and the palace and castles.

There are numerous modern and 
period photographs of places, people, 
and documents illustrating the book 
well. One disappointment was the very 
short consolidated bibliography at the 
end of the book. With these regional-
specific guides I specifically look for 
guidance on where to look if I wanted 
to dig deeper into that region or topic 
and that was sadly lacking in this 
publication. Otherwise, for those with 
Edinburgh ancestors or interest this is 
certainly worth examination. ■

Scottish Research
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Who doesn’t know of the Wright 
Brothers and Kitty Hawk. Who 

can deny the heroism of all the brave 
astronauts who have challenged the 
frontiers of space? There’s a wide gap 
between those two periods in aviation 
history. But I would suggest that the 
bravery of each man and woman, 
regardless of the era, is quite similar. 
Imagine being taken aboard “The 
Flyer” for a few brief moments at Kitty 
Hawk? Or taking in a few orbits with 
John Glenn?

The seeds of this remarkable 
evolution of our need to fly had to start 
somewhere. The Wright Brothers and 
their amazing performances at Kitty 
Hawk are the undisputed heroes of the 
birth of aviation. 

As a lifelong resident of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, I was 
certainly aware from a very early age, 
of aviation in general. I live just a few 
miles from Westover Air Force Base, 
now known as Westover Air Reserve 
Base. I’m accustomed to the roar of 
C-5s cruising over the treetops, so close 
I can read the tail numbers. Hartford’s 
Bradley International Airport is just 
a few miles down the highway. My 
father worked for Hamilton Standard, 
an aircraft propeller parts supplier, 
through the 1950s. I was also aware of 
the former Springfield Airport, which 
is now a shopping plaza. That’s where 
the five Granville Brothers built and 
raced some of the fastest—and most 
dangerous—aircraft of the 1930s, the 
infamous Gee Bee Series. Pilots such as 

Lowell Bates and Jimmy Doolittle put 
their lives at risk to fly these incredible 
machines. There’s a full-size replica 
hanging, as if in flight, from the high 
ceiling of the Great Hall at the Museum 
of Springfield History. 

In Arcadia Publishing’s volume, 
Images of Aviation: Massachusetts 
Aviation, authors Frederick R. 
Morin and John Galluzzo have done 
a masterful job of enlightening us 
with a very deep history of aviation 
beginning with the pioneers of the very 
early 20th century, then walking us 
through the roles played by the Navy, 
the Massachusetts Air National Guard, 
and the Coast Guard in its evolution 
from novelty to the industry that has 
become so deeply woven in our lives 
today. They complete the journey 
with a detailed description of the days 
leading from the halcyon days of pre-
World War I American Massachusetts 
through World War II, and then to the 
modern age. The stories are told more 
as elaborate captions describing the 
who and what of the myriad of images 
broken into five chapters.

Chapter 1 begins appropriately 
with aviation pioneers. In 1910, 
the tiny village of Squantum near 
Quincy, Massachusetts, was literally 
taken over by flight enthusiasts. An 
airfield was built there in 45 days 
and provided the venue for the first 
Harvard-Boston Aero meet. Morin and 
Galluzzo describe the era with clarity 
and conciseness. Early aeronautic 
pioneers flooded little Squantum and 

the competitions held there attracted 
the likes of Franklin Roosevelt, John 
“Honey Fitz” Fitzgerald, Glenn Curtiss, 
and the Wright Brothers themselves. 
Amelia Earhart, a resident of nearby 
Medford, was an investor in an airport 
in Medford. Their stories are a tribute 
to the dedication of the innovators 
willing to risk it all; and many of them 
did just that.

In chapter 2, “The Navy,” readers 
learn about the efforts in several 
Massachusetts communities along the 
coast. The old gave way to the new as 
the air traffic around Boston’s Logan 
Airport and the newer South Weymouth 
Naval Air Station caused the closure 
of the airfield at Squantum. These days 
saw the development of multiple types 
of aircraft designed for specific duties 
such as anti-submarine planes (ASW), 
bombers, helicopters, and Lighter Than 
Air (LTA) blimps. These aircraft would 
eventually play critical roles in the 
defense of the United States in World 
War II and beyond. 

The hangars here, constructed of 
wood, were immense. One view shows 
ninety fixed-wing aircraft and five 
blimps stored inside against a raging 
hurricane with plenty of room to spare. 

The Massachusetts Air National 
Guard is the subject of chapter 3. It’s 
interesting to note that our military had 
to be convinced of the potential value 
of aircraft for our defense. Morin and 
Galluzzo identify key figures in this 
era as flying moved out of the category 
of hobby or sport and began to open 
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the eyes of forward-looking military 
leaders who recognized the potential. 
As a result, several well-known 
Massachusetts air bases such as Otis 
Air Force Base were constructed. Some 
began with simple grass fields for taking 
off and landing.

The names of those who 
encouraged the growth in this area are 
familiar to all of us and recognized by 
the authors. Historical feats, such as 
Charles Lindbergh’s 1927 trans-Atlantic 
flight and the achievements of Amelia 
Earhart and others, did much to support 
their vision and the growth from single 
engine biplanes to the sophisticated 
aircraft we depend on today. 

 “Prohibition inspired the Coast 
Guard to take to the skies.” The story of 
how that developed into a sophisticated 
system of search and rescue as well as 
defense of our coastline is mapped out 
in chapter 4, “The Coast Guard.” Air 
bases were constructed, outgrown, and 
replaced with larger and more modern 
facilities. Along with that growth, 
technology boomed as better equipment 
and facilities were developed. 

Chapter 5 depicts innovators and 
events. As with all previous chapters, 
the stories are told in rare pictures and 
vivid descriptions. What began as a 
small local airport with grass runways 
in East Boston, for example, develops 
into Logan International Airport 
handling aircraft of virtually any size 
and configuration. Several others arose 
in the 1930s and 1940s including my 
“neighbor,” Westover Air Reserve 
Base, which opened in 1940. Many of 
these facilities were in response to the 
potential of another world war.

Massachusetts played an interesting 
and integral role in the development 
of groundbreaking aircraft and aircraft 
technologies. Brave men and women 
risked their lives repeatedly. The 
litany of individuals who were from 
Massachusetts or came here for its rich 
aeronautic potential, some well known, 
some not, is long and varied but most 
all are well represented. 

As we moved into the space age, 
brilliant individuals such as Robert 
Hutchings Goddard of Worcester, 
Massachusetts, lit the spark of space 

exploration. While other space-travel-
oriented sites in the United States are 
well known, Morin and Galluzzo point 
out the many companies that have 
helped bring those visions to reality. 
Many are still in existence today.

Authors Frederick R. Morin and 
John Galluzzo are eminently qualified to 
have written this history of aviation in 
Massachusetts. Morin’s CV includes his 
current position of president of the Naval 
Airship Association, as well as previously 
held positions with the Massachusetts 
Aviation Historical Society and the 
Massachusetts Air and Space Museum. 
He is also a pilot and a respected naval 
aviation researcher. John Galluzzo is a 
historian and author of numerous books 
published by Arcadia, Squantum and 
South Weymouth Naval Air Stations and 
Millville Army Air Field: America’s First 
Defense Airport, to name a few.

The numerous archival photographs 
bring us the story of the rise and 
development of aviation in general 
and the role Massachusetts played 
specifically. A very well-researched 
history of Massachusetts aviation. ■ 

While most who study the Civil 
War are very familiar with the 

battles in the eastern theatre, and more 
and more are becoming interested in 
those battles that occurred along the 
Mississippi, far less attention is paid to 
the bloody, often fratricidal actions that 
took place behind the lines between 

the population that supported either 
side. This work delves into one of those 
areas, specifically that of central and 
west-central parts of Kentucky.

The reader should be forewarned 
that this book should not be used as 
your first introduction into the area 
of partisan warfare in this region. As 

the author clearly states: “I will readily 
admit that my stories do not always 
comport with other written histories. 
They are, however, from sources that 
were written when memories were 
fresher, and from family stories that 
have been passed down through time.” 
Thus the book is filled with a history of 
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the activities of a few individuals who 
supported the south in the war and the 
stories are of them and their activities 
through the eyes of those who mostly 
supported them and their ideals.

The book is organized not in a 
necessarily chronological manner. 
It is more organized as a method of 
describing the actions and events of 
particular individuals who played a part 
in the guerrilla actions in this part of 
Kentucky, often telling the story of one 
or more to its end, then backing up in 
time to discuss another, yet touching 
on actions of those who were already 
related, even onto their death. While 
this style of telling the narrative can be 
disconcerting to a reader who wants to 
follow the events of the war in this part 
of the country from start to end, it does 
lend itself to how the author himself 
was introduced to these events, as a 
story told by people to him and through 
letters about those individuals.

Fischer begins his work by setting 
the stage for the non-native population’s 
entry into this area of Kentucky. The 
exploration of what was in the 1700s 
the “west” of the settlements along the 
Atlantic coast. He moves quickly to 
the events preceding the war and of 
Kentucky’s entry in the Union. It is here 
that the first hint of his use of oral and 
other histories comes into view. Rather 
than ascribing Kentucky’s move into 
the Union as a result of Confederate 
General Leonidas Polk’s blunder 
of moving troops into Columbus, 
Kentucky, the author describes actions 
by lower ranking Union officers to 
recruit and raise units in the Bluegrass 
State. That these events did indeed 
happen is true but, as the author alludes 
in his introduction, it flies in the face of 
the more accepted reason for the loss of 
Kentucky to the Confederacy.

The heart of the book is in its 
telling of the histories of such men 

as “Sue” Mundy, James Newton, and 
William Quantrill to name but a few. 
Their activities in small, obscure 
actions, often seemingly as much driven 
by local attitudes as military needs, 
make up the bulk of the book. Told with 
a true understanding of the area being 
traversed by the individuals described, 
the author gives a good picture of what 
happened over those bloody years in a 
small part of Kentucky. 

For the genealogist who has 
ancestors in this area, or even those 
whose roots were in another area 
traversed by guerrilla warfare during 
the Civil War, this book is an excellent 
look at the attitudes and events from a 
distinctly southern side. Be forewarned 
that this book should be used in 
conjunction with other works as well, 
but when taken side by side with those 
studies this book adds an enlightening 
view to what is largely an ignored 
chapter in our country’s history. ■  

Many genealogists have ancestors 
that came from Pennsylvania. 

The In-Depth Genealogist has released a 
new In-Brief guide entitled Pennsylvania 
Genealogy by Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, 
CGL. This four-page publication is 
meant to be a reference guide to doing 
genealogy research in Pennsylvania. 

Powell explains in her brief 
introduction some facts about the state 
of Pennsylvania and the evolution of 
the state and its people, which include 
the westward expansion of the early 
1800s and the industrial revolution of 

the late 1800s. There is a “Timeline” 
section where Powell gives significant 
events, by year, that occurred concerning 
Pennsylvania, even before it became a 
state. The timeline dates from 1681–1918 
and includes many of the important 
events concerning Pennsylvania.

In the section titled “Research 
Strategies,” Powell talks about vital 
records and substitutes, courthouse 
offices, and migration routes and 
motivations. Powell gives a concise 
explanation of the availability of vital 
records in Pennsylvania and then 

moves into some sources that can 
be considered for a substitute for 
vital records in the case they don’t 
exist. Powell points out that it is very 
important for the genealogist to know 
the place of residence and religion of 
their ancestors when doing genealogy 
research in Pennsylvania.

In the subsection titled “Courthouse 
Offices,” Powell highlights specific 
records, such as deed, tax, and probate 
collections, that could be found in 
courthouses in Pennsylvania counties. 
Powell then moves to a subsection on 
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“Migration Routes & Motivations” 
where she gives a brief explanation of the 
migration routes of ethnic groups such 
as the Germans, Scots-Irish, English, 
Irish, and Welsh and how they migrated 
through Pennsylvania to other states. 

The largest section in the 
publication is “Recommended 
Resources.” This section comprises two-
plus pages and has over one hundred 
links to websites for Pennsylvania 

resources. With headings such as State 
History, Basic Resources, Geography 
and Maps, Vital Records, Cemeteries, 
Census Records, Court Records, Church 
Records, Immigration & Naturalization, 
Land Records, Laws, Military Records, 
Newspapers & Periodicals, Tax Records, 
Directories, Photographs, Archives & 
Libraries, Museums, Organizations and 
Societies, Facebook Communities, and 
Books, Periodicals & Articles, this list of 

resources is quite comprehensive and a 
true asset to this guide.

 All in all, this publication is 
a great guide for quick reference 
for those doing genealogy research 
in Pennsylvania. The amount of 
reference links will steer the reader 
to much more information available 
online. The publication does leave the 
reader wanting more from Powell on 
Pennsylvania genealogy research. ■

An adoptee’s search for his or 
her biological parents can be 

something of a minefield. How will I 
find them? Will I find them? Will they 
“reject me” once again? Will they expect 
feelings from me that I can’t conjure? 
How will my adoptive family feel about 
the process?

In Coffee and Cake, Julia I. Meyers, 
an adoptee from Germany, takes us 
along on her journey to finding her 
biological family. Meyers was adopted 
at the age of two months and raised, 
along with a younger adopted brother, 
in a small German village. Her love, 
admiration, and appreciation for her 
adoptive parents and her brother, 
Christopher, shines through her prose. 
They are her family. But she felt a need 
to know who her biological parents 
were and what prompted them to place 
her for adoption. 

In 1996, at age 28, it was finally 
time for Meyers to reach out to her 
birth mother. As was customary in 

1968 in Germany, hers was a closed 
adoption—her biological mother 
would not have known the identity of 
the adoptive family, but Meyers had 
her original birth certificate showing 
her birth mother’s name and address. 
Finding, her birth mother, Edda, was 
the easy part. Writing the letter to her 
and summoning up the courage to mail 
it were considerably more difficult.

Coffee and Cake covers the next 11 
years of Meyers’ life and journey. The 
reader sees a young woman discover 
her ever-expanding family—a birth 
mother in Germany, a birth father 
in America, their respective spouses, 
and new sisters and brothers on both 
sides. The story unfolds as Meyers 
navigates her late 20s and 30s, as many 
women do—finishing school, traveling, 
marrying, and starting a family.

Though Meyers is exceptionally 
well-educated, with a Master’s degree 
in Cultural Anthropology from 
Johann Wolfgang Goethe University 

in Frankfurt, Germany, and a PhD 
in Archeology from the University of 
Arizona, it is clear from her writing 
that English is not her first language. 
There are numerous grammatical errors 
in the book and some malapropisms. 
Additionally there are multiple 
redundancies where she repeats the 
same thought, often with almost the 
same wording, either a few pages or 
a few chapters later. A more careful 
editing would improve the book.

That said, Meyers does a wonderful 
job of sharing the highs and lows of 
forming new bonds while maintaining 
old ones. There are bumps along the 
way. Feelings are hurt as one parent 
stakes out emotional territory or as 
Meyers grapples with the dilemma 
of who among her children’s host of 
grandparents will be called “Oma” 
and “Opa,” the German terms of 
endearment for these roles. At times, 
Meyers found herself struggling with 
issues of privacy and trust as she tells 
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a sister something in confidence only 
to find it has been shared with another 
family member.

An adoptee in search of birth 
parents, a biological parent looking 
for a child or responding to a child’s 

outreach, or an adoptive family dealing 
with their child’s search, will all find 
insight in Meyers’ honest and frank 
account of her emotional journey. In 
an age of hour-long episodes of reality 
television, each ending with a tearful 

but happy reunion, the 11-year journey 
in Coffee and Cake gives the reader 
a much broader and more accurate 
depiction of just how much heartache, 
joy—and work!—is involved in 
reuniting a long lost family. ■

David Wright has been a 
professional genealogist for over 

forty years and has written guides 
to aspects of Kentish genealogical 
research. He pulls it all together into 
this excellent county-specific guide. 
What stands out here is the emphasis 
on genealogical research, with less on 
the historical and social history that 
can be found in some of the other 
county or regional guides in this series, 
though the contextual history  
is included. 

The book’s introduction provides a 
good brief overview of Kentish history 
and geography, important for anyone 
not familiar with the county. The rest of 
the book is divided into four chapters: 
preliminaries, principle basic sources, 
mainly local records, and mainly 
national records. 

The opening chapter on 
preliminaries explains how to get 
started and has good sections on 
problems and warnings of situations 
that are likely to be encountered in 
research. The chapter on principle basic 
sources addresses: civil registration, 
census returns, parish registers and 

bishop’s transcripts, monumental 
inscriptions, and probate records. 
These are apparently simple enough, 
but is complicated by two dioceses, 
three archive centers, and that is not 
including the parishes in northwest 
Kent that have been subsumed into the 
Greater London Metropolitan area or 
may be affected by some local archives. 
Then the chapter highlights eight 
baptismal, seven marriage, and two 
burial indexes, public and private, for 
various geographical sections of Kent, 
some overlapping. The book identifies 
all cemeteries (not churchyards) 
operating before 1900. When it comes 
to probate records the book identifies 
all the surviving sets of records for both 
the consistory and archdeaconry courts 
for both dioceses, plus the two peculiar 
courts, explaining what is and is not 
online, and where alternative indexes 
may be found. The specifics on finding 
aids for these core records alone make 
purchasing this book worth it.

The chapter on local records 
explains the expected and unexpected 
covering: borough, cathedral and 
church courts, directories, house 

histories, newspapers, nonconformity, 
parish chest, poor law and hospitals, 
quarter sessions, schools and 
education, maps, trades and industry, 
and voters.

The chapter on national records 
addresses: crime and punishment, 
Domesday Book, heraldry, land and 
its possession, manorial records, 
professions, the services, and tax records. 
Many of these topics will be found in 
the more advanced research guides, but 
here we find how they specifically relate 
to Kent, so we have lists of: Kent charity 
schools (20) with their records covering 
two to four hundred years, hospitals and 
asylums (17) with surviving records, 
poor law unions (29) with periods of 
surviving records, and local newspapers 
(35) founded before 1860 with 
reasonable spans of existence, many of 
which still exists. 

Each topic within the book has 
its own bibliography, which guides 
the researcher who wants to focus 
and learn more specifics. The book 
concludes with a valuable gazetteer 
of all the ancient parishes in Kent 
(in existence in 1830), along with a 
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few well-known, but non-parochial, 
places, as well as a few Victorian 
parochial creations, identifying for 
each location its poor law union / 
registration district, which of the six 

repositories in the county hold the 
original parish registers, and a parish 
map reference number.  

I have personally been doing Kent 
research on site and remotely for over 

30 years and this regional volume in 
the Pen & Sword series written by a 
knowledgeable professional genealogist 
is categorically a must-have for anyone 
with Kent ancestry. ■ 

When we look back upon the 
Civil War we often see the 

conflict as a sharply divided contest 
between the North and the South. 
Indeed, for many studies such a view 
is both useful and appropriate. What 
this book does, however, is take the 
war down to the personal level, to a 
place where the division of geography 
between the two worlds is such that 
those lines, Union and Confederate, 
become blurred. The story of the 
Kimberlins is set in southern Indiana, 
Scott County, sitting just north of 
the Ohio River and Kentucky. Prior 
to the Civil War beginning, this area 
leaned towards the South; and while 
the outbreak of the war caused some 
such as the Kimberlins to side with 
the Union, they found themselves 
surrounded by families who did not. 
This book is the story of the family, the 
county, and the history that defined 
them all prior, during, and after the war.

The author, Michael B. Murphy, 
was fortunate to encounter a 
descendant of the Kimberlin clan who 
had letters from the family dating from 
the 1700s. From these letters, Murphy 
has intertwined sources of local, county, 
Civil War, and postwar pension data, 
to name but a few, into a work that tells 

not only the history of the family, but 
also, more importantly, the story of the 
region they lived in. In five chapters 
covering the family and the region’s 
early beginnings in this area of Indiana, 
the book touches on politics, war, and 
what was left behind when the war was 
over, leaving the reader with an in-
depth look at living in a “Copperhead” 
region during the Civil War.

This is not a book of family letters, 
however. Rather, it is an interweaving of 
family events told from letters, censuses, 
and other sources to frame the journey 
of the Kimberlins as they evolved from 
subsistence farmers on the edge of the 
civilized parts of the United States to 
established farmers who over time see 
their position in local society erode 
with the advent of other, more political 
families and the shift of society from 
the farm to what railroads and towns 
produced. This journey, always driven 
from the history of this family, is the 
heart of this book. It tells how a region 
evolved and can be used to see how 
these changes occurred in other places 
in the more rural parts of the country.

War brings new problems to the 
Kimberlins as they send sons and 
fathers, brothers and cousins to the 
Union army. Of the 33 family members 

who made that journey, 10 did not 
return. As is true in all families who lost 
members in the war, not all were lost in 
battle. While there are names such as 
William H. H. Kimberlin who was killed 
in action May 1, 1863, at Thompsons 
Hill, Mississippi, likewise cousin James 
Stark died of disease on January 18, 
1862. Through the letters that the family 
kept, one reads as one of the Kimberlins 
in the field wrote home of the loss of 
family members to those back home. In 
this way the book touches on battles not 
as key elements of the story, but rather as 
waypoints in how the war touches family 
members in the field and at home. 

It is the end of the book that takes 
the reader in a direction that most such 
works fail to do. The author looked 
beyond the war to show the impact of 
the conflict on those who survived. From 
the soldier who survived the destruction 
of the Sultana after having lived through 
a stay in the Andersonville, Georgia, 
prisoner of war camp, to those who 
came home and either succeeded in life 
or failed, their stories are remembered 
here. For those interested in this area of 
Indiana, or even those simply interested 
in the story of a simple family in rural 
America in the mid 1800s, this is an 
excellent book to pick up. ■
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This book focuses on both the well-
known and lesser-known events 

of the first and second invasions of 
January and May 1879 when the British 
army in Natal crossed the disputed 
border into Zululand. The area is now 
known as KwaZulu-Natal. The book 
begins by providing context for the 
Anglo-Zulu War, especially with the 
ultimatum that was designed to bring 
the sides into conflict. It describes both 
how the Zulu nation and the British 
army prepared for war. 

The British army was divided into 
five columns and the composition and 
activities of each are covered. In the 
process we read about the massacre 
at Isandlwana; the defense of Rorke’s 
Drift; the battles of Nyezane, Hlobane, 
Khambula, eNtombe, Gingindlovu; the 
siege of KwaMondi; and the relief of 
Eshowe. During the second invasion we 
learn about the politics on the British side 
between Lord Chelmsford wanting to 
bring the war to a successful conclusion 
before his replacement Sir Garnet 
Wolseley arrived on the scene to take 
over. The war concludes with the Battle 
of Ulundi and flight and the eventual 
capture of the Zulu King Cetshwayo.

The author, Ken Gillings, is an 
acclaimed South African battlefield 
guide, and his firsthand knowledge 
of the terrain and thoughtful study 
of the events come through clearly. 
Each chapter not only explains the 
events in terms of who did what, 
when and where, but also makes sense 

of conflicting stories of the events 
that have been passed down. He has 
interviewed survivors and descendants 
of those who fought in these battles or 
who were entrusted with passing on the 
heritage, especially on the Zulu side. At 
the same time he acknowledges when 
the sequence of events or the place 
an event occurred is not always clear. 
This is certainly one of the clearest 
descriptions of the events of the war 
that I have read.

Each chapter ends with a guide for 
those who want to physically visit the 
places mentioned in the chapter. He 
has obviously traveled every route; he 
describes the rutted roads and whether 
they are impassible in a regular sedan 
or require a four-wheel drive vehicle, 
and also notes when to veer to the right 
or left driving along the road, plus what 
signs to look for. He explains which 
sites are easy to locate and which ones 
have nothing remaining to see, along 
with which ones are so remote that 
one is advised not to attempt without a 
battlefield guide. The coordinates of all 
sites are provided. 

The book has a color map 
section showing the activities and 
troop movements on each of the 
battlefields. Throughout the book 
there are numerous black and white 
photographs; those reproduced from 
newspaper descriptions of the events, 
or of the people, are good and clear. 
The modern day site photographs have 
not always reproduced well. 

For the family historian wanting 
to understand the events of the Anglo-
Zulu War, you will find this book 
very helpful. It is a must for anyone 
intending to travel to visit the sites. ■
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Editor’s Note: As a courtesy to the 
publisher and author, we are reprinting 
this review in order to correct some 
errors made in the last issue, namely the 
spelling of the author’s name and the 
price of the publication.

Imagine finding out you are not who 
you thought you were. Imagine 

being a genealogist, or “the unofficial 
historian for the family” as Griffeth 
calls himself, having completed years 
of research, only to find that you are 
researching the wrong family.

The Stranger in My Genes is a 
memoir of Bill Griffeth who had been 
conducting his genealogy research 
since 2003. Urged by his cousin, 
Griffeth took a DNA test that would 
change everything. The story Griffeth 
tells that leads up to that fateful 
moment when he is presented with the 
shock of a lifetime is one that most of 
us would have a hard time relating to. 
Searching for genealogical documents 
and traveling to sites where ancestors 
lived are some of the normal things any 
genealogist would do to know more 
about their family history. Griffeth 
conducted this same type of research 
only to find that it was the wrong 
family tree. 

Griffeth states and believes: 
“Genealogy is the pursuit of truth and 
if you choose to begin researching 

your family’s history, you had better be 
prepared to accept whatever truth you 
uncover.” In this memoir, Griffeth faces 
his own truth that very few have had 
to face.

This book is an extension of 
Griffeth’s journaling that he did at 
the time he received the results of his 
DNA test and started on a very unusual 
journey. The chapters and entries are 
for the most part chronological with 
the exception of some entries where 
Griffeth remembers his genealogical 
trips to ancestral home places and 
cemeteries.

Griffeth explains in detail the 
journey he took to verify the DNA 
results and the steps he took to accept 
the truth that he learned. Griffeth 
gives detailed information about DNA 
and how it works in such a clear and 
concise way that someone who has 
never encountered genetic genealogy 
could understand it and follow the 
scientific meanings.

This memoir reminds us of the 
fact that most genealogists have family 
secrets contained within their family 
tree. These family secrets should be 
documented and recorded by the 
genealogist with care and with living 
family member’s feelings in mind. 
Griffeth’s conscience effort to respect 
the feelings of his mother during his 
journey is very touching.

The agony Griffeth went through 
waiting on the DNA results to arrive 
will resonate with many who have 
experienced the same waiting period. 
The results themselves are something 
that anyone would have trouble 
grappling with once they arrived. To 
find that your father was not your father 
after so many years of researching 
that side of your family is something 
Griffeth had to come to grips with 
and it was not easy. The way in which 
Griffeth writes about his agony, 
disbelief, and how he finally was able to 
cope with the results is something he 
did so eloquently in this memoir.

The journey Griffeth takes in his 
memoir is truly his own and one that 
made me truly sympathize with him 
as I read his story. The ups and downs 
with regard to the relationship with 
his mother is difficult to read when the 
reader thinks about their own parents 
and how this news would affect their 
relationship. 

Many genealogists struggle with the 
hidden truths they dig up while doing 
their genealogy research. Most are not 
as earth-shattering as Griffeth’s, but 
nonetheless they’re something we have 
to deal with in our own way. Griffeth’s 
memoir shows us the grace and 
sensitivity that should be used when 
dealing with our own family secrets. ■

Memoir, DNA, Genetic Genealogy

The Stranger in My Genes: A Memoir. By Bill Griffeth. Published by New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, 99 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116; http://americanancestors.org; 2016. ISBN 978-0-88082-
344-9. viii, 188 pp. Photographs. Hardcover. $29.95

Reviewed by Melissa Barker of Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee

Join us in Pittsburgh at the FGS 2017 conference!
Details at http://fgsconference.org.

http://americanancestors.org
http://fgsconference.org


U. S.-MEXICAN WAR SOLDIER DATABASE
Telling Their Stories
The Federation of Genealogical Societies and the 
National Park Service’s Palo Alto Battlefield National 
Historic Park are developing a free searchable 
database to tell the stories of the 130,000 soldiers 
of the U.S.-Mexican War.  

The database  will allow descendants of U.S. and 
Mexican soldiers to connect to their personal 
history and to help Palo Alto commemorate and tell 
the stories of these soldiers.

You Can Help
You can help in this momentous preservation project by 
assisting with the indexing of the solder’s names and 
related military information. 

We Need Volunteers To:
• Index the Compiled Service Records of Federal 

soldiers using the FamilySearch indexing app.  The 
project can be found under  “US--Mexican War Index 
and Service Records” on the FamilySearch website 
under INDEXING.  Both indexers and arbitrators 
are needed to finish this project.  Visit the website 
at USMexicanWar.org for more information about 
indexing.

• Locate rosters or some other reliable source of 
information for those units for which we are missing 
soldier names.

USMexicanWar.org

Visit USMexicanWar.org
• Research your military ancestor in the rosters
• Download and search rosters for completed states
• Learn more about the US-Mexican War

Contact Projects@FGS.org for further information.

Questions?

http://usmexicanwar.org/


Before You Go . . .

The Washington State Digital 
Archives is the nation’s first 

archives dedicated specifically “to the 
preservation of electronic records from 
both state and local agencies that have 
permanent legal, fiscal, or historical 
value.” The goal of the project is “to 
make the historical electronic records 
of state and local government easily 
accessible to the public, from anywhere, 
at anytime.”

Since going live in 2004, the 
website has been named to Family 
Tree Magazine’s lists of “Top 75 State 
Websites” and “101 Best Websites” 
numerous times, making it a must-see 
research site for those with ancestors 
from The Evergreen State.

The website currently boasts more 
than 65 million searchable records, 
with over 200,000 records added in 

the past month alone. Collections 
include vital records (birth, marriage, 
divorce, death), cemetery records, city 
directories, land records and maps, 
census records, naturalization records, 
and photographs of historic events. 

To search for an individual, simply 
enter a name in the Search By Name 
section on the homepage. Select All 
Collections, or choose a specific 
record series to narrow your search. 
You can use the Search By Keyword 
section to look for records that are 
not indexed by name, or to view items 
pertaining to a specific topic. For more 
focused searches, select a records series 
in the Detailed Search section to 
access a pop-up box containing search 
fields specific to that series.  

Results will be sorted by record 
series and may be expanded to show 

all results. Click on the result you wish 
to view in order to see the extracted 
record information, as well as a digital 
image, if available. If an image is not 
available, ordering information will 
be found at the bottom of the page, 
although some images may be ordered 
online with the click of a button.

During your session, your search 
history can be retrieved under the My 
Recent Searches tab. Your search 
history remains saved for a short while 
even after closing your browser.

Free time on your hands? Consider 
helping the Washington State Archives 
transcribe a few records. Click the Help 
us transcribe records with Scribe 
link on the homepage to participate.

—Elizabeth O’Neal

Washington State Digital Archives
http://digitalarchives.wa.gov
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