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First I must apologize for not introducing our newest columnist in the previous issue. 
Please help me welcome Helen Haldeman Daglas, who has stepped in to write the 

“Forensic Genealogy” column. I’d like to thank Michael S. Ramage for helping me get this 
column started; he will be missed, but I know Helen will do a superior job to keep this 
unique column running.

As promised, we implemented a new feature beginning with this issue. Written by 
Elizabeth Swanay O’Neal, “Before You Go . . .” will introduce you to an online repository 
that may help you with your genealogy research. In this first installment, Colorado Historic 
Newspapers Collection is highlighted.

As always, anyone who would like an opportunity to write for FORUM should contact me 
at forumeditor@fgs.org to discuss your ideas. If you’re looking for inspiration, please contact 
me—I have a long list of article ideas!
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Spring comes upon us at different times across the 
country. If Punxsutawney Phil is to be believed, our 
friends to north have a long wait ahead of them. Here 

in the Low Country though, spring is already showing itself 
with warmer weather and new green shoots poking out of the 
garden. It is a time for cleaning out the clutter and making 
plans. This is true for societies as well. For those of us who 
began our terms in January, 
aspiration and excitement has 
likely run headlong into reality. 
Spring offers us a chance to 
catch our breath, take stock, 
make adjustments, and find 
creative ways to forge ahead 
towards our vision now that we 
have a better appreciation of 
our organization’s strengths and 
weaknesses. 

This is the time of year 
I like to roll up my sleeves 
and dive into a major project. 
The typical post-RootsTech 
inspiration happily coincides 
with a move into a new 
home. As genealogists, we are 
naturally pack rats but I seem 
to have the bug worse than 
most. As someone who speaks on, and advocates for, the use 
of technology in genealogy, I’m woefully behind on personal 
implementation. No more. This month we’ve chosen to take 
on the herculean task of digitizing the personal genealogical 
collection rather than lug it around on yet another move. 

Here at FGS, we are no strangers to taking on big tasks. 
While we love our large-scale community projects such as 
the Preserve the Pensions and the US-Mexican War Soldiers 
Database, sometimes our biggest projects take place mostly 
behind the scenes. Our team has been hard at work readying 
our new website for launch. It will be a major facelift that also 

involves new membership and conference portals to better 
serve you—our community—now and into the future. We 
understand changes like this take some getting used to. Now 
doubt we’ll all experience growing pains together. Thanks to 
each of you for your patience and understanding.

Mentioning RootsTech, I’m reminded of the many 
wonderful people I had the opportunity to engage with 

this year. Working a booth, 
no matter what industry I 
happen to be in, has always 
been one of those jobs I love. 
But this year, my first outing 
as FGS president, was more 
thrilling than most. A Chinese 
delegation came to us to engage 
in a conversation about the 
FGS business model because 
they might develop a financially 
sustainable organization in 
their own country given the 
cultural differences involved. 
One society leader arrived at 
the booth with a list of nearly 
half a dozen ideas for ways 
she thought FGS could better 
support societies. Our team 
was able to speak with a variety 

of society members and leaders to learn what you are doing 
in your own organizations and communities. Frankly, we are 
inspired by you. 

Conferences are an incredible gathering place that 
connect us in a way social media lacks, much as we love it. 
Member societies are hosting many regional events across the 
country. Our friends at NGS are excited to see you in Raleigh 
this May. The 2017 FGS conference team is hard at work to 
make Pittsburgh an event to remember. We hope to see you in 
as many places as we can in the year ahead. Until then, enjoy 
the spring!

Springtime Inspiration
By Rorey Cathcart, FGS President

President’s Message

Rorey 
Cathcart
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By Joseph F. Martin

Old Cars

Family historians face various challenges in locating 
documents, letters, deeds, diaries, and photographs of 
their ancestors and family members. Original sources 

can be difficult to discover, since they might have been lost 
over time, burned in a courthouse fire, or pitched when an 
older person died and the children or the executor did not 
save personal papers and pictures. For those who have family 
photos, identifying the people can be difficult if all the older 
folks have died, and no one knows those pictured. Some of 
those photos will show people and old family automobiles. 
Those photographs can be used as evidence, and the 
automobiles might help to date the photos. Also interesting 
can be identifying the old cars and their features. 

One family photograph depicts Ignatius K. Schultz of Bay 
City, Michigan, and four family members in a 1914 Chevrolet 
Series H-4 Baby Grand Touring. He is in the driver’s seat, and 
next to him is Nicholas Kaptur. In the back seat left to right 
are Marie Schultz, Ignatius’s daughter; Frank Schultz, his son; 
and Helen Kaptur, Nicholas’s sister. The date of the photo 
can be narrowed considerably since the vehicle is a 1914 
model and Ignatius died unexpectedly in February 1916 from 
complications of appendicitis.1 Ignatius and his wife Apolonia 
(née Lewicka) lived at 1113 Cass Avenue and raised thirteen 
children. He was a prosperous South Side grocery store 
proprietor who could afford to purchase an automobile. 

The 1914 Baby Grand was originally priced at $875. The 
vehicle could seat five passengers, had a wheel base of 104 
inches, and a 171-cubic-inch engine in a four-cylinder design. 
It had a three-speed sliding gear transmission, rear brakes, 
and a Zenith carburetor.2 The series H was the first Chevy to 
bear the trademark bowtie emblem that still adorns their cars 
to this day.3 A published flyer for the Baby Grand noted that it 
was “perfectly proportioned” and “splendidly built” and was a 
good example of one of the world’s great industries.4 It did not 
hurt Ignatius Schultz’s reputation to be seen driving around 
town in a stylish automobile.

Run in the
Family
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A snapshot from Detroit, Michigan, shows four young 
ladies and a 1918 Cadillac 57 Series Victoria Coupe in front of 
a store. The auto belonged to their father, Nicholas K. Kaptur. 
From left to right they are Emily, Peggy, and Helen, with Jessie 
in the driver’s seat. Nicholas worked as a watchman for Fisher 
Body Corporation for over ten years, so it would be natural 
for him to purchase a vehicle.5 From about 1915 to 1925 he 
was also a confectioner and owned a store at 1010 Joseph 
Campau where the photo was taken.6 Nicholas, his wife 
Marcyanna (née Skibinska), and their family lived above the 
store; Jessie ran the business. The vehicle was a 1918 model, 
and Helen married in June 1919 giving a narrow window for 
dating the photograph.  

 The 1918 Cadillac 
Victoria had a V8 engine 
with eight cylinders and 
a 125-inch wheelbase. 
The original price was 
$3,205, and the car had 
wood wheel spokes. 
The horsepower was 
rated at 31.5 miles 
per hour, and the gas 
tank held 20 gallons of 
fuel.7 The Victoria had 
a three-speed manual 
transmission, a solid 
front axle, and a live 
rear axle with two-
wheel mechanical rear 
brakes. “For 1918 all 

Cadillac models were designated Type 57, and that year saw 
a major improvement to the engine with the introduction of 
removable cylinder heads and a redesign of the transmission 
making it easier to shift gears.”8 Clearly, the Kaptur family 
traveled in style, although the car seated only five passengers.  

Edward P. Schultz, of 1309 Fraser in Bay City, appears 
in a photograph standing next to his 1928 Chevrolet AB 
National Series Coupe. Son of Ignatius and Apolonia Schultz, 
Edward worked as a bookkeeper for the Polish Branch of the 
Bay County Savings Bank on Kosciuszko Avenue.9 He never 
married but stayed home to take care of his mother as she 
aged. Edward served as best man for the weddings of four of 
his siblings and was a mechanic in World War I at the United 
States Naval Aviation Repair Base in Eastleigh, England.10 The 
vehicle was a 1928 Chevy, and the Schultz family purchased 
the home on Fraser Avenue on 3 March 1928, so dating the 
photo would be more difficult.11 

Distinguished by painted headlight buckets with chrome 
rings instead of chrome buckets, his 1928 Chevy Coupe 
had Landau bars on the sides. The car had steel wheels—
not wire—four-wheel brakes, and a thermostat. It was 
powered by a 171-cubic-inch, four-cylinder engine rated 
at 35 horsepower.12 The auto was originally priced at $595 
and weighed 2,235 pounds. It was equipped with a Carter 
carburetor and had a 107-inch wheelbase. It was a two-
passenger Coupe, just right for Ed to get to the bank and back 
and possibly bring along another employee. General Motors 

Ignatius K. Schultz’s 1914 Chevrolet Series H-4 Baby Grand 
Touring

Nicholas K. Kaptur’s 1918 Cadillac 57 Series Victoria Coupe.

Old Cars Run in the Family

9   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 29, Issue 1  •  Spring 2017

Back to TOC



had established a plant in Bay City in 1918, so he might have 
purchased it locally.13 

Another family snapshot was taken about 1950 by 
Frederick Schultz of 12545 Glenfield in Detroit. While it is 
uncertain when he purchased the 1936 Ford 68 V8 Series 
Cabriolet, he enlisted in the United States Army on 24 May 
1951 to serve in the Korean War.14 When he was discharged 
in 1957 the car would not run because it sat idle for so long. 
He restored it to prime running condition and gave rides 
to his nephews and nieces in the rumble seat. Fred was 
something of an auto aficionado and later owned a 1941 
Lincoln Continental Coupe, a 1958 Thunderbird, a 1970 
Ford Torino 429 Convertible, and a 1980 Ford LTD Crown 
Victoria Coupe. From 1962 to 1966 he operated Pure Service 
Station on Morang at the corner of Lakepointe in Detroit, 
and then he worked as a technician for Ford Motor Company 
until his death.

His two door Cabriolet had a 112-inch wheelbase, three-
speed manual transmission with a Columbia two-speed 
axle, and four-wheel mechanical drum brakes. The car had 
a Stromberg carburetor and a 235.3-cubic-inch L-head V8 
engine.15 The original base price was $625, and the gas tank 
held 14 gallons of fuel. His Ford had a radio and a clock, and 
featured roll-up windows for a weather-tight interior.16 When 
he died, the 1936 Ford was still parked in his garage.   

Another picture shows three people in front of a car. 
Left to right they are Jessie Kaptur, Marcyanna Kaptur, and 
Vincent Kaptur. Vincent was one of the eight original stylists 
in the art and color section of General Motors, and he was 
later recognized for developing interchangeable body shells 
and devising a standard measuring method.17 It was more 
challenging to identify the vehicle because so much of it 
was blocked. What can be seen is the horizontal split in the 
windshield, the curve at the bottom of the windshield, two 
round windows at the back of the car, and two braces holding 
the back of the convertible top.18 Those specific features were 
enough to confirm that the car was a 1920 Chevrolet FB-50 
Touring. While the photo was taken in Detroit in the fall or 
winter, it was not possible to estimate a date.

Originally priced at $1,235, the 1920 Chevrolet Touring 
carried five passengers and had a 110-inch wheelbase. It 
featured a 224.3-cubic-inch engine and was rated at 21 
horsepower. The car had a Zenith carburetor, wood wheel 
spokes, and the tires were anti-skid.19 The split windshield 
allowed the lower section to open for air flow into the cabin.20 
A display ad for the automobile stated that “the finish and the 

equipment of the Chevrolet FB 50 Touring Car are evidence 
of the care with which it is made throughout to meet the 
requirements of the most particular motorist.”21 Vince Kaptur 
might have been a “particular” customer.  

Distinguishing old cars and their features in family 
photos can be rewarding and educational. Internet searches 
can locate images for comparison and matching. Information 
from family research and details about classic cars might 

Top: Edward P. Schultz’s 1928 Chevrolet AB 
National Series Coupe. Middle: Frederick P. 
Schultz’s 1936 Ford 68 V8 Series Cabriolet. Bottom: 
Vincent D. Kaptur’s 1920 Chevrolet FB-50 Touring

Old Cars Run in the Family
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help to determine a possible date for the photos. Also helpful 
is having a family member who is an auto enthusiast and 
knows many cars just by looking at them. Identifying old 
family automobiles adds another colorful dimension to 
creating an interesting family history.
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“I just viewed the envelope and am thrilled!” wrote 
one person. Another said “Jackpot! I’ve never 
seen this [envelope] before.” My articles about 

old envelopes and postcards as sources of genealogical 
information have appeared in state and large-city genealogical 
journals and newsletters in 46 states.1 Once published, I ask 
the editor for a PDF copy of the article and permission to 
post it on Philgen.org (http://philgen.org), a website with 
envelope and postcard photographs and text about the 
sender, the recipient, and how they are related, if known. All 
envelope and postcard photographs appearing in the journal 
articles are also posted on the website; a visitor can search the 
website database by family name or by a state, city, or town to 
see envelope and postcard pictures. Once the envelope and 
postcard images and a copy of the journal article are posted, 
online family trees are searched for recipients and senders of 
an envelope or postcard, and an e-mail is sent to the person 
who posted the family tree telling them that they can see an 
envelope or postcard involving someone in their online family 
tree. The person who posted the family tree is asked to reply 
and say what they think of seeing the envelope or postcard.

To date, 2,843 genealogists have been e-mailed and 995 
have replied. And while one could wonder about the non-
responders, a 35 percent response rate to an unsolicited 

e-mail is impressive. Nearly all responders said “thank you for 
contacting me.” More enthusiastic responses included “wow,” 
“awesome,” “amazing,” “wonderful,” “interesting,” “cool,” 
“neat,” “exciting,” “gorgeous,” and the two statements that 
began this article. No one wrote to say “I’ve seen it already,” 
although two people had seen other correspondence sent by 
their family.

Nearly all of the envelope and postcard photographs used 
in my articles come, with permission, from Internet auction 
websites or from published postal history books or auction 
catalogs. The postcard and envelope images were, as the 
saying goes, hiding in plain sight. Why hadn’t genealogists 
found these images already on their own? 

The postcard and envelope images used in my articles 
come from the world of stamps, postcards, and postal history. 
The descriptions that accompany them were written for 
stamp collectors, postal historians, and postcard collectors. 
An envelope or postcard being sold or auctioned will have 
information about its stamp and postmark or what is pictured 
on the postcard, but will rarely have information about who 
wrote to whom. Searching online for your ancestor’s name is 
unlikely to lead to an envelope or postcard that your ancestor 
sent or received because your ancestor’s name is not included 
in the envelope or postcard description, or more formally, in 

By James R. Miller
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its metadata. Millions of envelopes and postcards sent to our 
ancestors have survived outside our homes, but genealogists 
cannot easily find the ones that interest them. 

Why couldn’t a virtual collection of old envelope and 
postcard images be assembled online and the names and 
addresses of the recipients and senders entered into an 
accompanying database to help genealogists find these 
gems? To test the virtual collection concept, Philgen.org was 
launched in 2009. The website name combines the words 
philately, which refers to stamp collecting and postal history, 
and genealogy. Currently, the website has more than 1,800 

envelope and postcard images and a database searchable 
by family name or by a town, city, or state. Genealogical 
details and source citations on the senders and recipients 
accompany many envelope and postcard images. Other data 
fields acknowledge the source of the envelope or postcard 
photograph, the postmark date and place, who provided 
information on the sender and recipient, and who performed 
data entry. 

Philgen.org operates on the following principles:

1. Free access: Visitors have free access to the site’s 
contents.

Original posting for an envelope sent from Poland to Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1914 for which several city directories were the only 
records found for the recipient. Seven years after posting the envelope’s image on Philgen.org a genealogist did an Internet search, found the 
image, and wrote to say the recipient’s brother was born in Wesola, Poland, which is about three miles east of Barycz, and this envelope may 
have been sent by her parents. The genealogist wrote “Thanks for posting that envelope!”
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2. Non-commercial: The website does not sell old 
envelopes or postcards and Philgen.org has no 
financial interest in any vendors who have given 
permission for use of their envelope and postcard 
photographs. The website does not contain 
advertising. 

3. Photographs used with permission: Before an 
envelope or postcard photograph is posted on the 
website, permission for the photograph’s use is 
obtained from the photograph’s owner. 

4. Contributors acknowledged: Persons and 
organizations contributing photographs and/or 
information on the sender and/or recipient are 
acknowledged, with their permission. Data fields for 
each envelope or postcard identify who contributed 
the photograph and who entered and/or provided data.

5. Privacy: An envelope or postcard is not placed on the 
website unless the sender and recipient are known 
to be no longer living. United States law recognizes a 
person’s right to privacy or to be let alone. Everyone 
is protected from disclosure of personal information 
that a reasonable person would find highly offensive 
or humiliating. A person’s right to privacy generally 
ends at death. Privacy concerns are minimized by 
showing postcards, envelopes, and text for senders, 
recipients, and other named persons cited in the text 
who are known to be dead.

6. Searchable database: The database can be searched 
by family name or by town, city, or state. 

7. Recipient and/or sender identified in reference 
documents: Census, city directory, vital record, 
or similar citations for the recipient and sender 
accompany many envelopes and postcards. The level 
of detail that accompanies an envelope or postcard is 
optional. The name and address of the recipient is the 
minimal amount of information needed to make an 
envelope or postcard findable by a genealogist doing 
an online search.

8. Library of published articles: A collection of 
published articles on philatelic genealogy is posted 
with permission of the author and publisher. Articles 
are accessed by clicking on a title listed in the Main 
Menu of the website, which will open a PDF copy of 
the article.

9. Visitor additions: Visitors may add new envelope 
and postcard images, as well as information on the 
sender, recipient, and their relationship. Visitor access 
to add new material is via password-protected entry.

10. Image quality: Images on the website are 72 dpi and 
in color, but whenever possible a backup copy of at 
least 300 dpi is saved.

11. Copy for personal use: Images on Philgen.org may 
be copied for personal use. Placing an image with an 
online family tree is generally permissible provided 
the owner of the postcard or envelope photograph is 
acknowledged. Publishing a photograph will require 
permission.

Philgen.org has received permission to use hundreds 
of thousands of envelope and postcard images from many 
sources, but most have not yet been placed online. Each 
source asks that their contribution be acknowledged. Sources 
include Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, whose website 
has hundreds of browsable auction catalogs2; Jim Forte Postal 
History, whose website can be searched by state or county3; 
and many eBay vendors.

Genealogists, Postal Historians, and Postcard 
Collectors Can Help One Another
Postal history and postcard collectors and vendors are willing 
to help genealogists by providing photographs of envelopes 
and postcards that they have for sale and in their personal 
collections. Genealogists can return the favor and help postal 
historians and postcard collectors in at least five ways:

1. Uncover new material. Many genealogists have 
inherited old envelopes and postcards from their 
ancestors and may not have considered the potential 
postal history value or collector’s interest of their 
envelopes and postcards. Genealogists may be 
unwilling to sell a family “heirloom,” but I expect 
many genealogists would be willing to have their old 
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A Postcard from James Murray Cramer to Nellie Cramer, 1908
The postcard shown here comes from an 
Internet vendor from whom Philgen.org has 
permission to use images. The card was for sale 
for $4 at the time this article was written. A 
military registration, censuses, and vital records 
were used to prepare a write-up on the card as 
would be written for inclusion in a genealogical 
journal article on family postcards. However, 
this level of genealogical source notes is not 
needed to post a new postcard or envelope 
image on Philgen.org. 

“Miss Nellie Cramer” in Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, received a postcard from Hartley, 
Iowa, postmarked 17 January 1908. The postcard 
text begins “Dear Sister Nellie” and is signed 
“Your Brother James.” James wrote “not much 
snow yet” and briefly described the postcard’s 
photograph. James Murray Cramer, born 1 July 
1876, and Nellie G. Cramer, born 29 January 
1895, are children of William and Mary C. 
(Rumsey) Cramer; James M. and Nellie G. 
“Creamer” were with their mother in Lurgan 
Township, ten miles north of Chambersburg, 
in the 1900 United States census.a James M. 
Cramer is in Lincoln Township, adjacent to 
Hartley Township, Iowa, in the 1910 census.b 
The postcard was sent care of “Reuben Rife” 
and Reuben M. Rife was in Letterkenny 
Township, northwest of Chambersburg, in the 
1910 census with Anna M. Harrison, a fifteen-
year-old servant, in the household.c Nellie 
“Kreamer,” a servant, was in Southampton, 
north of Chambersburg, in the 1910 census, 
and Nellie was probably working as a servant 
in the Rife household in 1908.d Nellie Cramer 
married Roy P. Halter 31 March 1923 and she 
died 29 February 1932.e James Cramer died 9 
December 1923.f This postcard may identify a 
place where Nellie worked that is not stated in 
another source. The postcard has a second or 
receiving postmark that shows when it arrived 
in Chambersburg.

a. For James’s birth date, “U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917–1918,” digital image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com), James Murry Cramer, serial no. 280, order no. 1088, 
O’Brien County, Iowa; citing National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) microfilm publication M1509, no specific roll cited. For Nellie’s birth date, “Pennsylvania, Death 
Certificates, 1906–1964,” database with images, Ancestry, certificate image, Nellie Halter, 29 February 1932, Berks County, no. 14008; citing Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. For Nellie’s parents’ names, “Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885–1950,” database with images, FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org); marriage license image, Roy 
P. Halter and Nellie G. Cramer, 31 March 1923, Franklin County, no. 103; citing Marriage License Dockets, vol. 25 (1922–1924). 1900 U.S. census, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, population 
schedule, Lurgan Township, enumeration district (ED) 48, sheet 9A (penned), dwelling/family 187, Mary Creamer; digital image, Ancestry; citing NARA microfilm publication T623, roll 1413.

b. 1910 U.S. census, O’Brien County, Iowa, pop. sch., Lincoln Township, ED 220, sheet 4A (penned), dwell./fam. 68, James M. Cramer; digital image, Ancestry; citing NARA microfilm 
publication T624, roll 416.

c. 1910 U.S. census, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, pop. sch., Letterkenny Township, ED 23, sheet 10A (penned), dwell. 156, fam. 168, Reuben M. Rife; digital image, Ancestry; citing 
NARA microfilm publication T624, roll 1347.

d. 1910 U.S. census, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, pop. sch., Southampton Township, ED 35, sheet 7B (penned), dwell. 140, fam. 146, David F. Wingerd and Nellie Kreamer; digital 
image, Ancestry; citing NARA microfilm publication T624, roll 1348.

e. For marriage date, “Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885–1950,” FamilySearch; marriage license image, Roy P. Halter and Nellie G. Cramer, 1923,no. 103. For Nellie’s death, 
“Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906–1964,” Ancestry, certificate image, Nellie Halter, 1932, no. 14008.

f. “Iowa, Death Records, 1921–1940”; database with images, FamilySearch; certificate image, James Murray Cramer, 9 December 1923, O’Brien County, no. 71-404; citing State 
Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines.

Postcard sent in 1908 by James Murray Cramer in Hartley, Iowa, to his sister Nellie 
Cramer in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Photographs courtesy of cleo3332, an 
eBay vendor. The author has no financial interest in this vendor’s sales.
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envelopes and postcards photographed or scanned 
and made available for study by postal historians and 
postcard collectors. Several genealogists have shared 
images of their envelopes and postcards for posting 
on Philgen.org, including illustrated envelopes from 
1861 to 1865, as well as advertising covers from the 
late 1800s and these now appear on Philgen.org. 

2. Help determine the year of a postmark or mailing. 
Postmarks from the 1800s may show the day and 
month only and not include the year. Biographical 
information about the sender and recipient may help 
determine in what year an item was mailed. If, for 
example, the envelope’s sender was a soldier from 
1861 to 1865 whose identity can be determined, 
his enlistment and discharge dates as well as his 
regiment’s dates of formation and movement among 
various locations can provide evidence regarding the 
year that the envelope was postmarked and mailed.

3. Add an interesting story to an envelope or 
postcard. Genealogists who have researched the 
people who sent or received an envelope or postcard 
will sometimes know an interesting story about 
why the envelope or postcard was sent. World War I 
envelopes and postcards may have been sent by a 
soldier who won a Silver Star or was sent by a soldier 
to his future wife. This biographical dimension of an 
envelope or postcard’s history may appeal to a postal 
historian or a postcard collector. 

4. Genealogists are potential postal history and 
postcard collectors and customers. As genealogists 
become aware of old envelopes and postcards, they 
see their potential as a source of information about 
their family. Among the genealogists who responded 
to e-mail notification of an envelope or postcard on 
Philgen.org, some requested permission to add a picture 
of the envelope or postcard to their online family 
tree, and others asked if the envelope or postcard 
was for sale. And while some postcard collectors 
prefer cards in mint or pristine condition without any 
writing, genealogists will probably prefer a postcard 
with a handwritten address, message, and signature. 
Postal history and postcard vendors will increase the 
likelihood that a genealogist will find an item of interest 
if the recipient’s and sender’s name and address are 
included in an envelope or postcard’s listing. 

5. Find information on envelope and postcard 
designers and publishers. Another dimension of an 
envelope’s or postcard’s history, where genealogical 
methods can help, is telling the story of an envelope 
or postcard designer and publisher.

Philgen.org Would Like to Hear from You
Please let me know what you and your association’s members 
think about using old envelopes and postcards as genealogical 
sources, if the Philgen.org operating principles make sense, 
and if any principles are missing or need revision. Are your 
association’s members willing to provide a scan of an interesting 
old envelope or postcard for posting in a special section of 
Philgen.org to show postal historians and postcard collectors 
that genealogists are willing to share photographs of what we 
have in our collections? Are you or your members willing to 
help add new envelope and postcard images to Philgen.org? 
Working together we can build a place where genealogists can 
find their ancestors’ old envelopes and postcards. 

Notes
1. At least one article has appeared in all states except Alaska, Hawaii, 

Nevada, and Wyoming. More than fifty articles are viewable as PDF files at 
Philgen.org by clicking on an article title listed in the Main Menu. Contact jim@
philgen.org for details.

2. Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. (http://siegelauctions.com) > 
Auctions > Past Sales, and scroll down to a catalog with “postal history” in its 
name (such as “Sale #1125, U.S. and Confederate States Postal History”) and click 
on “Browse Lots” and then a section heading (shown in blue) to see envelope 
photographs. 

3. Jim Forte Postal History (http://postalhistory.com) > U.S. By State > 
Georgia [for example] > All Georgia Covers. Envelope and postcard images are 
removed when sold.

James R. “Jim” Miller is a full-time 
genealogist and the founder of Philgen.
org. He recently published Philatelic 
Genealogy: Old Envelopes, Letters, 
and Postcards as Genealogical 
Sources (paperback is available for 
$37 by sending a check to Philatelic 
Genealogy, Inc., 112 Irving Pond 
Road, Caroga Lake, NY 12032; PDF 
version is available for $3.95 at http://
Philgen.org). The book presents 100 

old envelopes and postcards in ten categories: folded letters, 
westward expansion, the war of 1861–1865, work, immigrants, 
family and friend correspondence, real photo postcards, social 
and political interests, travel and vacation, and World War I. 
An introduction stresses correct identification and focuses on 
using street address, names, and relationships found in the text 
of a letter or postcard, as well as handwriting comparisons. 

Connect
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New! HISTORY FOR GENEALOGISTS. 
Using Chronological Time Lines to 
Find and Understand Your Ancestors. 
Revised Edition, with 2016 Addendum 
Incorporating Editorial Corrections to 
the 2009 Edition. Judy Jacobson.7" x 10", 
320 pp., indexed, paper. ISBN 978-0-8063-
5768-3. $37.50
The bulk of this work consists of specific 
historical time lines that answer funda-
mental questions about our forebears. 

For example, there is a time line of the 
Industrial Revolution, American immigration, and the Labor 
Movement, any one of which could shed light on the reason an 
ancestor moved from one place to another. There are time lines 
for U.S. states, foreign countries, major wars, and much more. 
The 2016 edition has been completely revised and edited, and 
it contains new chapters concerning (1) life on the home front 
during America’s 20th-century wars; and (2) fashion and leisure 
in America through the middle of the 20th century. 

Genealogy at a Glance: GENETIC 
GENEALOGY BASICS. Angie Bush. 8½" 
x 11", 4 pp. laminated folder. ISBN 978-0-8063-
2034-2. $8.95
Contrary to popular belief, DNA testing is 
not the final word in determining your an-
cestry, but it is extremely helpful. It is most 
effective when it’s used to confirm that 
documentation concerning your family 
relationships is accurate. It is also used to 

test hypotheses about ancestors for whom little or no documen-
tary evidence exists. In this handy four-page guide, biologist 
and genealogist Angie Bush gives you the simple facts about (a) 
DNA testing, (b) DNA testing companies, and (c) DNA testing 
results. She provides a simple overview of the three types of 
DNA tests: Y-DNA, mtDNA, and atDNA, or autosomal DNA, 
the most popular type of testing for genealogists. Users will 
learn which test is right for them and what they can expect from 
the leading DNA testing companies in the field.

LOCATING YOUR ROOTS: Discover 
Your Ancestors Using Land Records. 
Patricia Law Hatcher.  8½" x 11". xii, 211 pp., 
illus., paper.  ISBN 978-0-8063-2037-3. $37.95
One of the strongest motivators for Ameri-
can immigration was land, and one of the 
strongest motivators for migration within 
America was land. Because of this, land re-
cords are the most common records avail-
able for pioneer ancestors. Moreover, land 

records—grants, deeds, mortgages, surveys, and more—are 
among the most valuable resources for genealogists to prove 
relationships and to point to new relationships. This invaluable 
guide will help you understand the various types of land records 
and give you the information you need to locate these records.

EVIDENCE EXPLAINED: Citing History 
Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace. 
Third Edition. Elizabeth Shown Mills.   
892 pp., illus., indexed, hardcover.  ISBN 978-0-
8063-2017-5. $59.95 
This third edition of Evidence Explained 
is the definitive guide to the citation and 
analysis of historical sources. Like previous 
editions, the third edition explains citation 
principles for both traditional and nontra-
ditional sources; includes more than 1,000 
citation models for virtually every source type; and shows read-
ers where to go to find their sources and how to describe and 
evaluate them. It contains many new citation models, updates 
to websites, and descriptions and evaluations of numerous con-
temporary materials not included in earlier editions. In particu-
lar, researchers can make use of a new QuickStart Guide, ex-
panded coverage for genetic citations—the hottest new topic in 
genealogical research, expanded coverage of layered citations, 
the latest concepts in evidence analysis, coverage of the latest 
media and delivery systems, and an expanded glossary.

POLISH ROOTS. Second Edition. 
Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 pp., maps, indexed, 
paper. ISBN 978-0-8063-2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original Pol-
ish Roots in 1993, the Internet has made 
the task of locating Polish ancestors much 
easier, as more information and images are 
made available online. In addition, there has 
been a marked rise in interest in genealogy 
in Poland, resulting in a great increase in 
the number of Polish genealogical societies available and the 
amount of helpful information disseminated. This second edi-
tion addresses these exciting developments, with a new Intro-
duction, four brand-new chapters, several new maps and charts, 
and numerous updates sprinkled throughout the original text.

IN SEARCH OF YOUR GERMAN 
ROOTS: A Complete Guide to Tracing 
Your Ancestors in the Germanic Areas of 
Europe. Fifth Edition. Angus Baxter. 138 pp., 
paper. ISBN 978-0-8063-2011-3. $19.95
This guide is designed to help you trace 
your German ancestry, not only in Ger-
many but in all the German-speaking areas 
of Europe, from the Baltic to the Crimea, 
from the Czech Republic to Belgium. It 
shows you how to conduct your research 
from your own home—at your computer, using a variety of 
online resources—and also points you to the most useful re-
positories of records abroad. The fifth edition highlights all of 
the recent developments—new facilities, new websites, newly 
available records—that have made German family history re-
search immeasurably easier. 

Postage & handling: One item $5.50; each additional item $2.50. 
Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax.

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Call toll-free 1-800-296-6687    FAX 410-752-8492    WEBSITE: www.genealogical.com
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Yes, Writing Is Compulsory! 
Here’s How to Make It Work

By Harold Henderson, CG

Yes, Writing Is Compulsory! 
Here’s How to Make It Work

When we begin doing genealogy, most of us expect 
to talk to relatives, go online, research in libraries, 
and haunt a few archives. We rarely think about 

writing. But the more we learn, the more we have to communicate 
our findings, and the more people we have to communicate them 
to—and the more likely we are to forget some of the details as 
we move from one family to another to another. Eventually we 
realize the truth—if we don’t write up what we’ve learned, it will 
be buried with us.

In short, we have to write, whether it was part of our original 
plan or not, and whether it’s a lively story, a scholarly three-
generation family account, or both. There is no alternative—
people want to know their ancestors and their stories. And sooner 
or later those people will wonder how we know we got it right.
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Related tools can improve our writing, but none are a 
good substitute: 

• Family trees can clarify, but by themselves they don’t 
tell stories. 

• Databases aid research, but they require more 
intensive study than most people and many 
genealogists are willing to do. 

• Videos have great appeal and can tell stories, but 
preparing them requires many of the same thought 
processes as writing. They can’t always convey 
complex situations, and they are less likely to 
survive the next technological upheaval than are 
words on a page.

The Big Picture: Writing in Six Steps
Bear in mind that every rule has exceptions. One great writer 
of English prose listed several rules for writing, and then 
added: “Break any of these rules sooner than say anything 
outright barbarous.”1

No one is born a writer, just as no one is born knowing 
how to conduct a three-on-two fast break in basketball. Good 
judgment, as the saying goes, comes from experience, and 
experience comes from—bad judgment!

There is no substitute for frequent practice. In writing 
there’s no embarrassment if we find we can write better when 
we trick ourselves—say, by thinking of our writing as a letter 
to an aunt who would be interested. 

Step 1: Look before you leap. Review the research. (It doesn’t 
have to be finished—in fact, writing up what we have gathered 
so far can show us the way forward.) Talk it over with a friend 
or spouse who’s interested (they don’t have to be genealogists 
themselves). List the points that need to be made. Put them 
on scraps of paper and move them around. What sequences 
seem to work better than others? Make an informal mind map 
or a formal outline, if that works better. If the subject has a 
compelling starting point, consider how to build on it and what 
should come next. (For those looking to publish, editors often 
prefer a piece of writing that is well thought through but poorly 
expressed over one that is eloquent but careless in its logic.)

Step 2: Write it down just as it comes to mind. Let the words 
flow; they can be organized later! Use paper or a computer. 
Those who suffer from severe writer’s block can dictate and 
then transcribe their thoughts.

For me, the first draft is the hardest part. At this crucial 
point I try not to distract or confuse myself by worrying 
about spelling, punctuation, grammar, citations, or precise 
word choice—just get something on paper. It can always be 
fixed later.

Step 3: Revise. Rewriting is nothing to be ashamed of. It’s a 
natural part of writing and it shows that we are still thinking. 
In all history, only a handful of talented people could put their 
words on paper clearly and cogently without having to change 
anything. The rest of us should not beat ourselves up for not 
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being one of them! We get do-overs, and we should use them 
as much as we need. I have been a professional writer since 
1979 and I still revise many times before I’m ready for the 
next step.

Revision can happen right away or after a cooling-
off period. Arrange deadlines to allow for a measured 
approach. And don’t always start by fixing details. Make 
sure the basic structure is solid and steady first. Has a cold 
rereading revealed research gaps? Disorganization? Dubious 
assumptions? An interesting new angle on the subject? All this 
is a key (and under-publicized) benefit of writing—it reveals 
our thinking to us! 

Step 4: Ask a friend to take it 
for a test drive. Ultimately the 
point of writing is communicating. 
We can all be obscure even when 
we think we’re being clear. We need 
somebody—or several somebodies—
to give us their unvarnished critical 
opinion. It will quickly become apparent which friends can 
help the most. And we may need to learn something that 
we were never taught—how to give and receive constructive 
criticism. (That could be the subject of another article, but it’s 
not complicated: constructive criticism discusses the written 
product, not the writer.)

Step 5: Rinse and repeat. At any point it may be a good 
idea to go back to an earlier step—or to do so at least with a 
particularly difficult passage.

Step 6: Consider publishing, either online or in print. 
Obviously this is not mandatory, but publication is the best 
single form of preservation in an uncertain world. Having 
more copies of our work distributed increases the odds that 
one will survive for later generations. Recognize that many 
genealogical publications are chronically short of good 
contributions. Some publications have editors who can make 
our work even better and will turn out to be friends we hadn’t 
met yet.

The Close-Up: Writing in Detail
All the following tips are usually true; all have exceptions and 
require judgment. Sometimes a passive verb does work better 
than any alternative. Sometimes a longer sentence makes a 
point better than a short one. Each suggestion is a small part 
of the overall mosaic, but taken together they can make a 
great difference. 

• Be aware of the audience (and the publication, 
if relevant). Don’t crack Dave Barry jokes while 
describing sixteenth-century mortuary practices.

• Know the mechanics. If a friend says, “Don’t use so 
many adjectives,” either know what they’re talking 
about or know where to find out.

• Use nouns and verbs. Who acted? What did they 
do? Instead of piling on modifiers (next tip), choose 
nouns and verbs that do the work themselves. 
“He spoke very loud” may well be replaced by “He 
shouted.” Verbs make the most difference. “Walk” and 
“run” are always serviceable; but “hobble,” “stagger,” 
or “limp” may hit closer to the mark. (Don’t overdo 
this. Not every word can stand out! A common 
amateur mistake is to try to spice up dialogue by 
finding multiple synonyms for “said.”)

• Use adjectives and adverbs where appropriate. 
Modifiers are like extra-hot sauce—they have their 
place in writing, but only when they enhance the 
main dish. “She gave him a very unfriendly stare” 
can be strengthened by omitting “very” and picking a 
better adjective: “She gave him a hostile stare.” Or try: 
“Her stare crackled with hostility.”

• Use pronouns with extreme caution. This is 
especially important in genealogical writing because 
we name many people in a short space, and often 
they have similar names and confusing relationships. 
Do not write, “John’s son was Tom. He had 15 
children.” The reader will not know for sure whose 
15 children they were. In this case rephrasing works: 
“John’s son Tom had 15 children.”

• Cut excess words. In an earlier paragraph of this 
article, I first wrote “only a tiny handful of talented 
people.” In revision, I guillotined “tiny.” In an earlier 
version of the tip below this one, I wrote “Make sure 
every paragraph has a topic sentence.” In revision I 
took out two words and made the verb more vigorous. 
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But concision is not everything. We may write, “He 
hit the table very hard,” and on revision realize that 
we need to back up, take a wider view, and use more 
words: “He struck the table. It collapsed, sending the 
carefully sorted papers into the general’s lap.”

• Break up big thoughts into bite-sized pieces. Give 
each paragraph a topic sentence, and every few 
paragraphs a subheading. Let the reader know  
what’s coming!

• Tie things together. Put facts into context whenever 
possible. If Jane’s husband and her sister’s husband 
are brothers, say so. If Joe grew 400 bushels of wheat 
in 1860, put it in perspective. How does it compare 
to the local average, or to what he did in 1850? Did a 
daughter stitch a sampler in her youth? What was that 
about? Without explanations and the right details, a 
written genealogy can become a tomb full of facts. 
Anything that helps bring the particular time, place, 
and people alive is worth including, within reason.

• Use standard formats and phraseology when 
possible. This allows readers to focus on the 
substance. For example, the generally accepted 
numbering systems for genealogy2 are not perfect 
(that’s another article), but they are the product 
of centuries of trial and error, mostly error. Don’t 
assume that an apparent improvement is new, or an 
improvement. Ask around. In its way, genealogy is 
a discipline where we build on foundations others 
have laid, not an avant-garde art form where every 
practitioner does just as they please.

• Tell the reader three times—in the beginning, in the 
middle, and at the end.

At Last . . . 
Genealogical writing often has to be densely packed with 
facts and complex relationships. Do whatever makes sense to 
help the reader out. The more signs we post, the more signal 
flares we send up along the way, the more likely our readers 
will reach the end inspired and informed, not gasping with 
exhaustion.

Notes
1. George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language,” in Sonia Orwell and 

Ian Angus, editors, The Collected Essays, Journalism and Letters of George Orwell 
(New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1968), 4:139.

2. Joan Ferris Curran, Madilyn Coen Crane, and John H. Wray, 
Numbering Your Genealogy: Basic Systems, Complex Families, and International 
Kin (Arlington, Virginia: National Genealogical Society, 2008), NGS Special 
Publication No. 97.

Harold Henderson, CG, has been 
a professional writer since 1979, a 
professional genealogist since 2009, and 
a board-certified genealogist since June 
2012. He lives and works in northwest 
Indiana, owns and operates Midwest 
Roots, and serves as a trustee of the 
Board for Certification of Genealogists. 
He has lectured nationally and 
published articles in National 
Genealogical Society Quarterly, New 

York Genealogical and Biographical Record, New England 
Historic and Genealogical Register, and several state and local 
publications. At any given time he would probably rather be 
reading a grantor index.
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By Jennifer Holik

Preserving the Memories of 
Our World War II Soldiers at 
Home & Abroad

More than 70 years have passed since the world 
witnessed the end of World War II. Sadly, this 
was not the final conflict our families would see. 

Since 1945, men and women have been deployed to Korea, 
Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan, and other places around the 
world. Some come home while others do not. All those who 
participated in war are changed by their experiences. All 
the families who sent someone to war were changed. Those 

changes even trickled down to future generations, whether we 
realize it or not. What we learn from researching World War II 
and writing the stories can be applied to any war or conflict.

In August 2015, I announced, through my business, The 
World War II Research and Writing Center, a new educational 
program, Honoring World War II Service Together. Over the 
last several years, I built a network in Europe of researchers, 
re-enactors, foundations, tour guides, museum owners, and 

*Please note the term “soldier” in this article refers to soldiers, sailors, or marines.

Untold stories.
Silenced voices.

Missing family lines.
Individuals, families, and communities devastated.

Mourning.
Experiences and lessons not shared.

A loss of connection.
Pain and a lack of resolution and healing.

Communities rebuilding.
Societies and organizations bringing together family historians to help tell the stories.
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grave adopters. The initial focus of this program was to bridge 
the gap between American genealogists, family members of 
military personnel, and genealogical and historical societies, 
with researchers overseas. I had several program goals in 
mind, which included the following: 

• Provide education and resources for research on 
World War II soldiers and civilians to researchers. 

• Help people discover, write, and preserve the stories 
of Americans involved in World War II. 

• Help American researchers work with European 
researchers and foundations to preserve the history  
of our soldiers and civilians. 

• Help foundations and researchers in Europe 
work with American researchers, museums, and 
organizations to preserve the history of service men 
and women who liberated their countries. 

• Help organizations develop memorial programs 
and projects to preserve the history and stories of 
Americans who took part in the war effort.

The audiences I had in mind were: 

• Families of World War II service men and women 
and civilian employees

• European grave adopters

• World War II researchers, historians, and authors

• Organizations and groups wishing to create memorial 
projects

• Genealogists

• WWII reunion groups

• WWII tour guides

I intended to reach the program goals by providing 
resources and education to help researchers through a variety 
of sources, which included: 

• Research and writing services 

• Articles on records research across all branches of the 
military

• Articles on genealogy research

• Introduction to foundations, organizations, 
museums, and groups around the world with the goal 
of preserving our service men and women’s histories 
and memories

• Interviews with researchers and authors

• Educational videos

• Facebook Live videos

• Discussions and Q&A on social media

• Research books and guides

• Educational courses

• Live appearances in the United States and Europe

However, since the program launch, many things have 
changed in the way I work, as well as the World War II culture 
overseas, which the program should now address. Before I 
explain the additions to the program, a little background is 
needed. There are cultural differences between Americans 
and Europeans when it comes to genealogy and World War II 
research. Societies should be aware of these differences so we 
can work together. 

Some Background: The Differences Between 
American and European Researchers, and 
Records Access
On both sides of the pond we have the belief that “everything 
should be online.” This is so far from reality in the United 
States, but it is a belief that is spread around. In the United 
States, our military records are not held in only one 
repository. Main records are held in our National Archives 
facilities, and the rest are scattered around our large country. 
Records access here is generally not free. In many cases you 
will pay for copies on top of a researcher’s fees if you are 
unable to travel to do your own research. 

In Europe, many countries have digitized their archives 
and often (but not always) offer the information to the public 
for free. The countries are smaller than the United States, 
records are held in fewer locations, and many people will do 
their own research rather than hire a researcher. 

On both sides of the pond we have inaccurate information 
spreading, still today, about the 1973 National Personnel 
Records Center (NPRC) fire that destroyed approximately 80 
percent of the Army and Air Corps records. NPRC does not 
tell you (unless you scroll to the end of their webpage about 
the fire) that there are other records to help you reconstruct 
service history. People continue to believe that nothing is 
possible if one ever received the “all the records burned” letter 
after making a request. Many also believe you still have to 
be the veteran or next of kin to access service files (Official 
Military Personnel Files, or OMPF). This is also untrue if the 
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soldier died or was discharged by today’s date 62 years ago. If 
you would like to learn how to reconstruct service, please see 
my books listed in the sidebar at the end of this article.

Europeans, in general, seem to feel they owe a debt to 
our American soldiers for liberating their countries. It is their 
“duty” to research their adopted soldiers and liberators. To 
pay for such information is not ideal and many do not look 
favorably upon researchers who do this for a living. Many will 
say they will find it for free online. Unfortunately, they aren’t 
going to find much in most cases.

Information European Researchers Seek
Many researchers in Europe are grave adopters who adopt a 
soldier’s grave or name on a Wall of the Missing. Adoption 
means the individual or family is honoring a grave at one of 
the American Battle Monument Commission (ABMC) World 
War I or World War II cemeteries. They honor the grave or 
name, by attending memorial ceremonies or laying flowers 

at the grave on special dates. These dates may be the soldier’s 
birthday, death date, VE Day, Memorial Day, Liberation Day, 
or Veterans Day. 

Grave adopters seek information on the soldier’s service, 
their life, family, death, and most importantly, they wish to 
locate at least one photograph of the soldier. Most attempt 
to locate family members to help with the research. Grave 
adopters in France refer to their adoptee as their “Godchild,” 
and they consider their adopted soldier a member of 
their own family. Grave adoption does not mean, as many 
Americans take it to mean, that the adopter maintains the 
grave. Maintenance of all ABMC cemeteries is done by the 
United States government. Most Americans do not know 
such adoption programs exist or that there are researchers 
seeking information. 

There are foundations, such as the Foundation United 
Adopters American War Graves that runs the Fields of Honor 
Database and Faces of Margraten project in the Netherlands. 
I work with this group and they are selling the European 
version of my World War II research books to help educate 
grave adopters. Many foundations seek photographs of the 
soldiers in addition to records and stories. 

Some groups and foundations hold tours at cemeteries 
to tell visitors the stories of the dead. Websites to honor 
our soldiers are created, which help spread knowledge and 
preserve stories. These foundations often attempt to work 
with families or groups in the United States. You will see many 

Johan van Waart, a Dutch citizen, standing by the grave of Bernard 
“Bernie” Tom, one of his adopted graves at the Netherlands 
American Cemetery in Margraten. Photo courtesy of the author. 

The 2016 Operation Market Garden commemoration. Author 
Jennifer Holik and her Dutch fiancé Johan van Waart, as Major 
of his Band of Brothers re-enacting group. This event was held in 
Son, Netherlands. Photo courtesy of the author.
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newspaper articles, mostly in small towns, talking about Dutch 
researchers looking for information. The Dutch are the group 
of people in Europe who most honor our American war dead.

There are communities in Europe who erect monuments 
to our fallen, or a specific division or unit that liberated their 
village or city. There are also World War II re-enactors who 
provide living history education of battles or divisions in the 
war. Re-enactors set up campsites, stage battles, and educate in 
the schools. Communities and re-enactors seek information on 
individual soldiers and the divisions and battles. They attempt 
to piece together the entire picture and place soldiers into 
historical context for accuracy. This differs from grave adopters, 
who often only seek the basic information plus a photo. 

Finally there are tour guides who connect with veterans 
and family members, American museum staff, students, and 
other interested parties. Tours are often taken around major 
battlefields, larger cities, or where important turning points 
in the war occurred. Tour guides also take family members 
to the places their soldier fought and sometimes died. Tour 
guides are historians who seek historical accuracy.

Benefits of Bridging the Gap and Connecting 
Researchers
World War II for many American genealogists, is still “too 
close” to research and it is ignored or shoved into a dark 
closet. I’ve heard reasons for this that include: 

•	 The family knows almost nothing.

•	 The records are not online.

•	 The fire destroyed everything. (There are other 
resources no one talks about.)

•	 I can’t get access to the files because I’m not the next 
of kin. (This is now usually false information.)

However, our remaining World War II veterans are dying 
by the hundreds daily. Within five years there will likely be 
none alive. Why are individuals, societies, and organizations 
not trying to capture their stories more often? Why are 
programs not set up to teach people how to research and 
capture the stories held by the children of those who fought in 
World War II, before they are lost? Sadly, societies, museums, 
libraries, and organizations in the United States are missing out 
on some great information and resources, because we are too 
focused on wars from the Civil War back to the Revolution. 

The children and descendants of these soldiers have been 
left with many stories of war. Stories are often inconsistent 
or completely wrong based on what military records show. 

Family members have unanswered questions and a lot of pain 
which needs to be healed.

Overseas we have many people trying to repay a debt 
to America by preserving the memories of our fallen. These 
individuals have done, in some cases, a tremendous amount 
of research and have information on our American soldiers 
that many families dream they had. Want to reap the benefit? 
Connect with a European researcher who has documents and 
photographs about your soldier to share. 

Bridging the gap and connecting with each other also 
opens the door to creating bigger stories, than we could alone, 
about our soldiers. It allows us to have a connection to a 
family overseas that is usually more than willing to welcome 
you into their home, show you the grave at the cemetery, and 
take you where the soldier fought and died. It allows us to 
walk where our soldiers walked and experience something 
of their service. Many Europeans consider this their sacred 
duty to American families. Having walked in the footsteps 
of one of my cousins who died during the Battle of the Bulge 
and is buried in Luxembourg Cemetery, I highly recommend 
everyone who can do this, take that trip and walk in your 
soldier’s footsteps. It will change your life. 

How Can Genealogical Societies and 
Organizations Help Bridge the Gap?
There are many things to consider when trying to work with 
European researchers or foundations. One important fact is, 
most of them know nothing about genealogy and barely use 
Ancestry. Some explanation may be necessary to help researchers 
understand how to better search a society or library’s collection. 

There is a language barrier. In the United Kingdom we have 
no language barrier. In the Netherlands, most people speak 

Author Jennifer Holik walking in the woods near Bras, Belgium, 
where her cousin James Privoznik was killed in action 11 January 
1945. Photo courtesy of author.
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English well or well enough to communicate with Americans. 
In France, Belgium, or Luxembourg, it can be hit or miss. 

I’ve seen many genealogists and societies jump on the 
bandwagon as soon as they hear someone needs help and 
start inundating the researcher or foundation with too much 
information. The foundations are run by volunteers in most 
cases, just like genealogical societies, but often with fewer 
people. Too much information can overwhelm them quickly. 
What should you do instead?

You know how genealogists are taught when they visit a 
library or archive, they are not to give the librarian or archivist 
their entire family history? The same concept applies when 
working with overseas foundations and museums focused 
on World War II. Most of these groups are unfamiliar with 
genealogy. They also have no need, in most cases, for your 
entire family history. Before you get all excited and bombard 
these researchers and groups with information, see if their 
website tells you what specific information they would like to 
have. If it does not, please ask before sending a lot of materials.

Before you send anyone information, especially a 
foundation, museum, or organization, review their website or 
ask the following questions:

•	 What is their mission or purpose?

•	 What information are they collecting?

•	 Are they collecting photographs or scans of documents?

•	 How are they using the materials?

•	 Are the materials source-cited so other researchers 
can follow the paper trail? (If not, suggest to the 
researcher or group that they do this and provide a 
few examples.)

Tips for submitting information:

•	 Focus on the soldier and his/her immediate family.

•	 Source all facts and documents provided.

•	 Write a short story.

The Impact of World War II on Today’s Families
The one big thing that has emerged from this project is that 
the impact of the research and writing we do about our World 
War II relative or adopted soldier can have a profound effect 
on healing old wounds. The connection with other researchers 
also provides a way to pass the lessons of war down through 
our families. We can take these lessons and apply them to 
wars that came after. 

Finally, by bridging the gap, the stories will be told. Voices 
will no longer be silenced. Those missing from our family 
lines will be added. Individuals, families, and communities 
will begin to heal and share the experiences and lessons. We 
will see we are all more similar than different and a strong 
connection with each other will be formed. Resolution, 
answers to questions, and healing will take place for not only 
our soldiers, but our families, communities, and ourselves. 

I hope you or your society or organization will follow the 
work I am doing and help preserve the stories of the fallen of 
World War II.

Jennifer Holik is an acclaimed author 
dedicated to uncovering WWII history 
by piecing together biographical stories 
of soldiers’ lives that have never been 
told before. She has a rare talent for 
telling WWII stories in an emotive way: 
lending a “new voice” to this period of 
history by shedding light on a soldier’s 
relationships with their loved ones, family 
and friends. In portraying the human 
side of warfare she reveals in a poignant, 

heartfelt, original way what it was really like to have a son, brother, 
best friend, or spouse go off to fight this incredulous war and risk 
making the ultimate sacrifice for liberty and freedom.

Connect

• The World War II Research and Writing Center 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com

• Honoring World War II Service Together 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/portfolio-type/
honoringservice

• Research and Writing Services 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/portfolio-type/
research

• Articles 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/portfolio-type/
education

• Appearances 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/appearances

• Foundation United Adopters American War Graves 
http://svaao.nl/index.php/en

• Fields of Honor Database 
http://fieldsofhonor-database.com

• Faces of Margraten 
http://thefacesofmargraten.com/index.php/en-US

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Want to Learn More?

Read more about my program Honoring World War II Service Together.  
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/portfolio-type/honoringservice

Learn how to research any branch of the military during World War II, even if the records burned in the 1973 NPRC fire. Pick up a 
copy of one of my books: 

• Stories from the World War II Battlefield: Volume 1 Reconstructing Army, Air Corps, and National Guard Service 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/portfolio/stories-from-the-world-war-ii-battlefield-navigating-army-air-corps-
and-national-guard-service-records-volume-1 

• Stories from the World War II Battlefield: Volume 2 Navigating Navy, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and Merchant Marine 
Service  
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/portfolio/stories-from-the-world-war-ii-battlefield-navigating-service-records-
for-the-navy-coast-guard-marine-corps-and-merchant-marines-volume-2

• Stories from the World War II Battlefield: Volume 3 Writing the Stories of War 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/portfolio/writing-the-stories-of-war-volume-3

You can also read educational articles, view military record examples, explore many resources for research, and learn about writing 
the stories on my website. 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com

I also have seven World War II research and writing programs available. I am booked through mid-2018 in the United States and 
Europe at this time. You can learn more these programs at the “Appearances” page on my website. 
http://wwiiresearchandwritingcenter.com/appearances
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By David Allen Lambert

US-Mexican War Soldier 
Database Project: 

Massachusetts Regiment

While attending the 2016 FGS Conference in 
Springfield, Illinois, I had the chance to learn 
about the US-Mexican War Soldier Database 

project, a collaboration between the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies and the National Park Service’s Palo 
Alto Battlefield National Park. Being a lifelong resident of 
Massachusetts I had seen countless veterans’ gravestones 
for the Revolutionary War and the Civil War. But I had 
seen very few veterans for the Mexican War from the Bay 
State. In the cemetery where my parents and grandparents 
are buried, the simple granite gravestone of David T. 
Ward (1827–1919) from my hometown of Stoughton, 
Massachusetts, was familiar to me. David would enlist 
to fight in the Mexican War with the 1st Massachusetts 
Infantry, and again as a Sergeant on 17 September 1862 
with Company A, 4th Massachusetts Infantry. He would 
get wounded at the battle of Port Hudson, Louisiana, on 14 
June 1863 and mustered out 28 August 28 1863. I thought 
to myself, “why weren’t there more?” As I would learn, 
Massachusetts did not completely support the war as other 
states had. Massachusetts did rally and send one regiment 
that served under Col. Caleb Cushing of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts. In the spirit of honoring those men who 
did serve from Massachusetts, I decided that I would 
volunteer to transcribe the images that the project had for 
Massachusetts. Only one problem—no one knew where 
the records for Massachusetts were located. They were 
not with the Massachusetts State Archives, and they were 
not filmed or available from the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C. 

This now turned into a rediscovery mission not just a 
transcription project. So if Boston and Washington, D.C. 

did not have the records, who did? My detective work 
would lead me to the small Massachusetts community 
that had played a pivotal role in the opening hours of the 
American Revolutionary War—the town of Concord, 
Massachusetts. Nearby at Concord Bridge, the local 
militia met the British forces on 19 April 1775. Located in 
Concord across from the Emerson Playground stands the 
former National Guard Armory for the community. When 
entering this building you can almost still hear the voices 
of soldiers from World War I and World War II echoing in 
the large hall of this now very quiet building. It was here 
I reacquainted myself with a longtime colleague Leonid 
Kondratiuk. He is known on the local lecture circuit and 
over the years 
has lectured 
on military 
history and 
records. 
Leonid is now 
the director 
of Historical 
Services 
for the 
Massachusetts 
Adjutant 
General’s 
Office. His 
office is 
located in 
this former 
Armory; the 
Armory is 
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now the home of Massachusetts National Guard Museum 
and Archives.

The Massachusetts National Guard is honored to 
claim that they have the four oldest military organizations 
in their ranks. The 101st Engineer Battalion, 101st 
Field Artillery Regiment, and 181st and 182nd Infantry 
Regiments trace their genealogy to regiments raised by the 
Massachusetts Bay General Court on 13 December 1636. 
The Archives itself has seen many homes since its creation 

in 1898 under the office of the Massachusetts Adjutant 
General’s Office. Their holdings include the military 
records of Massachusetts soldiers, sailors, marines, 
militiamen, and those in the National Guard from 1775 
through 1940. This facility requests researchers call one 

day in advance before visiting. They are open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 91 Everett Street, 
Concord, Massachusetts.

It would be here I would discover the last resting place 
of the sole records of the Massachusetts regiment that was 
sent in response to the Mexican War—the 1st Regiment of 
Massachusetts Infantry.

On a table in a modest reading room was a oversized 
ledger volume. Within these bound pages were the 
original ledger sheets for the men of the 1st Massachusetts 
Infantry. These fragile pages would list the names of those 
who had been currently enrolled in the 1st Massachusetts 
Infantry, and also those who would encompass the 
regiment when the call for the Mexican War was 
responded to by the Commonwealth’s young men. Using 
both my digital camera and my iPhone, I took a variety of 
close-ups and full-sheet images. Glancing at the names of 
Company A I saw a familiar name—that of David T. Ward 
who would later live in my hometown. The sole veteran of 
the Mexican War buried in my town was now present in 
the first record I had ever seen for that service. I realized 
the importance of why I was working on the project. In 
the coming weeks I hope to have finished independently 
transcribing all the records for the 1st Massachusetts 
Infantry that served during the Mexican War. Not for the 
reason that I had an ancestor who served. Not because 
David T. Ward was from my hometown. But for those 
who did have ancestors who fought and died during the 
Mexican War, and so that other Massachusetts historians 
can locate their own David T. Ward in the records of the 
1st Massachusetts Infantry. This is a worthwhile project 
and I encourage others to contact Karen Weaver at 
Karen_Weaver@nps.gov or (956) 541-2785, ext. 332 to 
learn more.

David Allen Lambert is the chief 
genealogist of the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society in 
Boston, and has been on the staff 
since 1993. He is a recognized 
international speaker on both 
genealogical and historical topics. 
Since 2015 David has been a co-

host on the weekly family history radio show and podcast 
Extreme Genes.

US-Mexican War Soldier Database Project: Massachusetts Regiment
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A Brief History of the 1st Massachusetts Infantry Regiment 
that Served in the Mexican War

On 26 May 1846, Governor George N. Briggs of Massachusetts sent the following proclamation:

To the People of Massachusetts:
An act of Congress passed on the thirteenth day of May, instant, declares that ‘by an act of the Republic of Mexico, 

a state of war exists between that Government and the United States,’ and said act further ‘authorizes the President 
to employ the militia, the naval and military forces of the United States, and to call for and accept the services of any 
number of volunteers, not exceeding fifty thousand, who may offer their services.’ 

In pursuance of the provisions of that Act, I have received from the Secretary of War a communication dated the 19th 
instant, in which he says: ‘On the part of the President, I have to request your Excellency to cause to be enrolled and 
held in readiness for muster into the service of the United States, One Regiment of Infantry.’ 

Whatever may be the difference of opinion as to the origin or necessity of the war, the constitutional authorities of the 
country have declared that war with a foreign country exists. 

The governor goes on further to request the service of the men of Massachusetts:

A prompt and energetic co-operation of the whole people in the use of these means, is eminently calculated to produce 
that most desirable result. 

To that end I call upon the citizen-soldiers of Massachusetts at once to enroll themselves in sufficient numbers to meet 
this request of the President of the United States, and to hold themselves in readiness to be mustered into the service of 
the Republic, when the exigencies of the country shall require it.

After some months of debate the election of field officers took place on 15 January 1847: Hon. Caleb Cushing of 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, Colonel; Capt. Isaac H. Wright of Roxbury, Massachusetts, Lt. Col.; Capt. Edward W. 
Abbott of Andover, Major. The 1st Massachusetts Infantry consisted of Company A mustered into service 17 December 
1846; Company B and Company C mustered on 21 December 1846; Company D followed 30 December 1846; Company 
E, 5 January 1847; Company H, 9 January 1847; Company K, 23 January 1847; and Company F and the Field and Staff 
were mustered 3 February 1847. The last two companies to muster were Company G on 12 February 1847 and Company 
I on 15 February 1847.

In February 1847 the 1st Massachusetts Infantry Regiment embarked to join the American forces at sea near Brazos. 
Between 28 February and 30 April 1847 the regiment was stationed at Matamoras, Mexico. On 20 May 1847 the regiment 
was ordered by Brig. Gen. Cadwellader to proceed to Camargo located 100 miles up the Rio Grande towards Monterey. 
The larger portion of the regiment arrived at Monterey by 23 June 1847. Col. Cushing was promoted to the rank of 
Brigadier General, and Lt. Col. Wright was not made Colonel. Around 16 August 1847 General Zachary Taylor ordered 
the entire regiment to go to Brazos. The unit did not participate in the Battle of Buena Vista nor Gen. Scott’s triumph 
into Mexico City. The Massachusetts regiment did not march into the city until 9 December 1847. On 19 December the 
regiment marched to San Angel where it remained until 29 May 1848. The following month the regiment made its return 
to Boston. Between 24 July and 27 July 1848 the regiment was mustered out of the service by Bvt. Brig. Gen. Thomas 
Childs of the United States Army. 

The source for the above brief history comes from an unpublished typescript dated February 1920 by Fred W. Cross, “The 
First Regiment Massachusetts in the Mexican War.”

US-Mexican War Soldier Database Project: Massachusetts Regiment
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Ethics & Standards

There’s a general ethical rule 
throughout just about every 
field that holds that ethical 

practitioners should not act in a way 
that puts their own personal interests 
at odds with those of the people they 
undertake to serve. 

It’s certainly an ethical imperative 
for any genealogist who accepts clients, 
paid or free. For example the Code of 
Ethics of the Board for Certification 
of Genealogists provides that: “To 
protect the client (paying or pro 
bono) . . . I will reveal to the client 
any personal or financial interests that 
might compromise my professional 
obligations.”1

But hey . . . individual genealogists 
and local societies wouldn’t ever run 
into this, would they? They’re not doing 
anything that requires a disclosure, . . . 
are they?

Um . . . er . . . uh . . . they may be. 
And it can come up in a way most may 
not even think about: in the blogs and 
on the websites of many genealogists 
and genealogical societies.

To help pay the bills or raise funds, 
some individuals and societies accept 
products from vendors to test out and 
then comment on in their blogs or 
on their websites. Some have affiliate 
links to book or software publishers 
or providers of technology products 

where they get a fee 
or a percentage when 
someone clicks through 
the website to buy it.

Those arrangements 
make a lot of sense for 
the genealogists and 
genealogical societies 
and for the vendors—
but they also carry a 
legal duty of disclosure. 
If we receive a product 
for free with the 
expectation that we’ll 
write about it, we’re 
under a legal obligation 
to disclose that fact. 

If we have affiliate links to publishers 
or other vendors who pay us a fee or 
percentage for click-through purchases, 
we’re under a legal obligation to 
disclose that fact as well.

This isn’t a new legal obligation. It’s 
been on the books since 2009, when 
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
first included those using social media 
like blogs and websites in its rules 
regarding advertising disclosures. Set 
out in a part of the Code of Federal 
Regulations—the rules of the road set 
by federal agencies2—the FTC’s “Guides 
Concerning the Use of Endorsements 
and Testimonials in Advertising” 
explain the legal obligations that we 
have whenever we might have a conflict 
of interest in posting something on a 
blog or website.3

The rationale behind the FTC rules 
is common sense:

Suppose you meet someone 
who tells you about a great new 
product. She tells you it performs 
wonderfully and offers fantastic 
new features that nobody else 
has. Would that recommendation 
factor into your decision to buy the 
product? Probably. 

Now suppose the person works 
for the company that sells the 
product—or has been paid by 
the company to tout the product. 

Judy G.  
Russell

The Rules of Conflict
By Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures 
on topics ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On 
the faculty of IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist and 
Certified Genealogical Lecturer. Her award-winning blog is at http://legalgenealogist.com.
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Ethics & Standards

Would you want to know that when 
you’re evaluating the endorser’s 
glowing recommendation? You 
bet. That common-sense premise 
is at the heart of the Federal Trade 
Commission’s (FTC) Endorsement 
Guides.

The Guides, at their core, reflect 
the basic truth-in-advertising 
principle that endorsements must 
be honest and not misleading. 
An endorsement must reflect the 
honest opinion of the endorser and 
. . . if there’s a connection between 
an endorser and the marketer that 
consumers would not expect and 
it would affect how consumers 
evaluate the endorsement, that 
connection should be disclosed. 
For example, . . . if the endorser 
has been paid or given something 
of value to tout the product. 
The reason is obvious: Knowing 
about the connection is important 
information for anyone evaluating 
the endorsement.4

Under the FTC rules, then, it’s 
different if a genealogical society that 
recommends a particular make or 
model of personal scanner does so 
because its members have concluded 
it’s simply the best personal scanner 
around than it is if that same society 
also has a link on its website where 
readers can click through to buy it—
and the society gets a cut of the sale 
price. The fact that there’s a relationship 
between the vendor and the society that 
nobody would know about if it isn’t 
disclosed is what creates the conflict—
and the requirement for disclosure.

The same rules apply if the society 
accepts free copies of books for its 
library with the expectation that the 
society will review them in its blog. 
Any time an individual or society gets 

a benefit for writing about or featuring 
an item or product, it needs to be 
disclosed.

The FTC rule requires that the 
disclosure be “clear and conspicuous.” 
It doesn’t require specific words, but 
the obligation can’t be met simply 
by having a single disclosure on a 
homepage or even a single disclosure 
page somewhere on the website. The 
FTC explains that “[a] single disclosure 
on your home page doesn’t really do 
it because people visiting your site 
might read individual reviews or 
watch individual videos without seeing 
the disclosure on your home page.”5 
Likewise, a hyperlink or button to a 
separate “Disclosures” page “isn’t likely 
to be sufficient. It does not convey the 
importance, nature, and relevance of 
the information to which it leads and it 
is likely that many consumers will not 
click on it and therefore miss necessary 
disclosures.”6

To make sure the required 
disclosure is “clear and conspicuous” 
within the meaning of the FTC rule, the 
agency suggests that the website or blog 
should “use clear and unambiguous 
language and make the disclosure 
stand out. Consumers should be able to 
notice the disclosure easily. They should 
not have to look for it. In general, 
disclosures should be:

• close to the claims to which they 
relate;

• in a font that is easy to read;

• in a shade that stands out 
against the background;

• for video ads, on the screen long 
enough to be noticed, read, and 
understood;

• for audio disclosures, read 
at a cadence that is easy for 
consumers to follow and 

in words consumers will 
understand.”7

More than anything else, of course, 
what an individual genealogist or 
genealogical society must do is tell 
the truth. The FTC provides a simple 
reminder: “If you were paid to try a 
product and you thought it was terrible, 
you can’t say it’s terrific.”8

Both individuals and societies can 
find out more about the FTC rules 
through the FTC Guides online—and 
the agency’s online explanation of 
the rules, “The FTC’s Endorsement 
Guides: What People Are Asking,” is a 
good overview.  

Knowing the historical law is key to 
understanding historical genealogical 
records. Knowing today’s laws is key to 
staying out of trouble today.

Notes
1. “Code of Ethics,” Board for Certification of 

Genealogists (http://bcgcertification.org/aboutbcg/
code.html : accessed 15 January 2017).

2. See “Federal Register > Code of Federal 
Regulations,” National Archives (http://archives.gov/
federal-register/cfr : accessed 15 January 2017). “The 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) is a codification 
(arrangement of) the general and permanent 
rules published in the Federal Register by the 
executive departments and agencies of the Federal 
Government.”

3. “Guides Concerning the Use of 
Endorsements and Testimonials in Advertising,” 
Federal Trade Commission, 16 CFR Part 255, 2009, 
PDF online, FTC.gov (http://ftc.gov/sites/default/
files/attachments/press-releases/ftc-publishes-final-
guides-governing-endorsements-testimonials/09
1005revisedendorsementguides.pdf : accessed 15 
January 2017).

4. “The FTC’s Endorsement Guides: What 
People Are Asking,” Federal Trade Commission 
(http://ftc.gov/tips-advice/business-center/guidance/
ftcs-endorsement-guides-what-people-are-asking  : 
accessed 15 January 2017); citing “Introduction.”

5. Ibid.; citing “How Should I Disclose That I 
Was Given Something for My Endorsement?”

6. Ibid.

7. Ibid.

8. Ibid.; citing “Other Things for Endorsers 
to Know.”

33   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 29, Issue 1  •  Spring 2017

Back to TOC

http://bcgcertification.org/aboutbcg/code.html
http://bcgcertification.org/aboutbcg/code.html
http://archives.gov/federal-register/cfr
http://archives.gov/federal-register/cfr
http://ftc.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/press-releases/ftc-publishes-final-guides-governing-endorsements-testimonials/091005revisedendorsementguides.pdf
http://ftc.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/press-releases/ftc-publishes-final-guides-governing-endorsements-testimonials/091005revisedendorsementguides.pdf
http://ftc.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/press-releases/ftc-publishes-final-guides-governing-endorsements-testimonials/091005revisedendorsementguides.pdf
http://ftc.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/press-releases/ftc-publishes-final-guides-governing-endorsements-testimonials/091005revisedendorsementguides.pdf
http://ftc.gov/tips-advice/business-center/guidance/ftcs-endorsement-guides-what-people-are-asking
http://ftc.gov/tips-advice/business-center/guidance/ftcs-endorsement-guides-what-people-are-asking


Next Generation

Recently a very wonderful, well-
meaning person, said to me “it 
is so nice to see young people 

love genealogy and have a passion for 
the past.” While this was not the first 
time something along this vein has 
been said to me, it actually struck a 
nerve with me. I graciously accepted 
the compliment, for that is what I took 
it as, and made some sort of reply. Then 
I looked around the room and took my 
drive home from the lecture to do some 
real thinking.

As an estimate, over 80 percent 
of the attendees of my lectures are 
significantly older than me. I don’t 
mind it, anymore. At first I was scared 
if the audience would take me seriously. 
What if they held my age against me? 
What if I was laughed at because I was 
a thirtysomething who didn’t know as 
much as they did. That was far from 
the case though, as most people in 
the presentation were just starting on 
their journey and just as hungry for 
knowledge as I was.

Let’s be frank. I turned 40 last year. 
That makes me middle-aged in many 
circles of my life (according to the 
government I can now have protection 
under the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act). While I may not be 
the median age for a genealogist I am 
by far not the youngest in our field. 

Then it hit me. Oh my, have I ever said 
anything like that to someone younger 
than me in this field. I hope not, but to 
be honest I am not sure.

So what is with the reverse age 
labeling in our community? Yes, I am 
looking at you. I bet we are all guilty of 
some sort of age labeling at one point 

or another, but why? Why is it in this 
field being younger is an amazing thing, 
something abnormal or astonishing? 
Why don’t we just embrace it and see 
researchers as researchers? Guess what, 
it’s not just happening in our field.

Simply search for age 
discrimination or reverse age 
discrimination and you’ll be amazed at 
the amount of information and articles 
that appear. These are serious topics 
that need to be looked at and handled. 
Especially in terms of group leadership 
and filling of positions at all levels in the 

genealogical community. We have a real 
opportunity to be blind to a person’s 
outward countenance and put people in 
positions based solely on their levels of 
expertise. Wouldn’t it be amazing if that 
could happen everywhere?

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

Age Is Just a Number
By Shannon Combs-Bennett

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology. One 
of her passions is encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy. This 
includes children through adults thanks to the ongoing interest her children show in their family history. 
She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist and is currently the Education chair for 
The NextGen Genealogy Network. Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/tntfamhist.
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Next Generation

To do this, though, may be more 
complicated than it should be. As the 
leader of a society, or even a committee, 
you have to juggle the balance of talent 
and internal politics. Because let’s face 
it, humans really love politics and 
complicated group dynamics. As an 
example let’s consider how having a 
well-balanced (according to age) board 
of directors can benefit a society.

• If you use a nominating 
committee, ask them to bring 
forward a slate of candidates 
with varied backgrounds and 
ages. You want to select people 
who can work together but 
who also bring a wide range 
of experiences to the table. 
Remember just because you 
are young doesn’t mean you 
have not had many large life 
experiences. Grey hair does 

not equal a large number of life 
experiences.

• Youth tends to bring a “fresh 
face” to the table and a 
perspective to keep your group 
up with the times. People 
currently love to hate on the 
millennials. Well, as a person 
who loves newspaper research, 
guess how many articles I have 
found from decades gone by 
complaining about the “youth 
of today.” Honestly, get over 
it. Embrace their enthusiasm 
and their modern knowledge, 
which will keep your group 
from going under.

• Choose a few buffer people. 
This is a role I accidentally 
found myself in. It seems I 
have one foot in each pond 

as far as age. I get the young 
techy stuff, yet I understand the 
concerns of older generations 
who may be comfortable with 
the way things are. Having a 
couple translators between the 
generations may make your 
group run more smoothly.

While there are many other points 
that could be made, specific to your 
situation, it is important to remember 
that balance is good and no one likes 
to be pointed out as different. Our 
community tends to be more accepting 
and encompassing, compared with the 
world at large. Which leaves me with 
this challenge to you: Make sure you 
look past a person’s appearance and into 
their hearts and minds. It is honestly 
there where you will find how much 
they can contribute to your group and 
your community.
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Forensic Genealogy

Professional genealogists work on 
varying types of cases; forensic 
genealogists work on cases 

that have a legal implication. What, 
if any, are the differences in ethics, 
education, and practice? This interview 
with Dee Dee King, a full-time forensic 
genealogist, offers some insight into 
answering this question. 

Dee Dee King is a board-certified 
genealogist based in Texas. She has 
specialized in forensic genealogy since 
2005, with experience in probate, 
mineral rights, land issues, and other 
kinship determinations in cases with 
legal implications. King has worked 
since 2005 to bring standards of 
conduct and ethics and best business 
practices to the advanced specialty 
of forensic genealogy. She was the 
organizer and a founding board 
member of the Council for the 
Advancement of Forensic Genealogy 
in 2011. King was also the organizer 
and a founding co-director of the 
Forensic Genealogy Institute, where 
she also served as a presenter on 
several topics. She is the United States 
Navy’s prime contractor for the POW/
MIA Branch and researches next of 

kin and possible DNA donors for 
unaccounted-for Navy personnel.

In your opinion, how does forensic 
genealogy differ from traditional 
ancestral research?

Forensic genealogy is research, analysis, 
and reporting of kinship issues that 
have some sort of legal implication. 
The case is in, or may have some 
expectation of being in, the civil or 
criminal legal system. We may all use 
similar records and methodologies, but 
the purpose of the forensic case is to 
answer some legal question. 

It is not the types of records, or the 
application of advanced methodologies, 
or the application of critical thinking 
that makes the work forensic. We all 
use courthouse records, or perhaps 
immigration records. We should be 
using advanced methodologies and 
critical thinking in all of our work. 
Using these attributes to follow, for 
example, immigration and citizenship 
records to learn more about your 
ancestor is not “forensic.” Searching 
courthouse, immigration, and 
citizenship records to help an attorney 
prove his client is a United States citizen 

is a forensic case. Or vice versa, to 
help the United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services establish that a 
person is not a citizen.

Is there a difference in client 
expectations?

Yes. Clients in forensic cases want 
concise answers to their specific 
question, with properly documented 
evidence that can withstand scrutiny 
and challenge in a court or other 
adversarial setting. Most traditional 
family history clients want broader 
information, the “meat on the bone” we 
are taught to research and really flesh 
out the history of the research subjects.

For example, in traditional 
research we would mine censuses and 
other records for social and economic 
status, employment history, whether 
the family owned or rented their 
homes, where their parents were born, 
and much more. All these tidbits would 
create a biography of the subject. Very 
few forensic clients want or can use 
that type of biographical detail. They 
want reports that answer specific 
questions, without the clutter of 
irrelevant information. 

Helen 
Haldeman Daglas

Q&A with Forensic Genealogist 
Dee Dee King
By Helen Haldeman Daglas

Helen Haldeman Daglas is a professional genealogist specializing in forensic genealogy, although 
she still enjoys working with clients breaking through brick walls using DNA along with genealogical 
research. Helen currently serves as vice president for the Council for the Advancement of Forensic 
Genealogy. She previously served on the 2016 Association of Professional Genealogists (APG) 
Professional Management Conference committee, is past president of the APG Virtual Chapter, and 
was instrumental in the formation of the APG Genetic Genealogy SIG. 
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Forensic Genealogy

As a professional forensic genealogist, 
is there a difference in how we focus 
our research plans and present this to 
the client?

We of course want to follow the 
principles of the Genealogical Proof 
Standard, but with a focus on those 
records that answer or disprove the 
client’s question, not those that add 
biographical information irrelevant 
to the case. We must have a good 
understanding of resources. We must 
really focus on which records are 
appropriate so that we do not waste our 
client’s time and fees on irrelevant data. 

For example, we are looking for the 
next of kin or a possible DNA donor 
for an unaccounted-for Navy sailor. 
The U.S. Navy Cruise Books, 1918–2009 
may trace the ship assignments of 
the sailor, but are a waste of time and 
client’s money in forensic cases. The 
ship assignment information does not 
belong in a report with a client focus of 
next of kin or a possible DNA donor. 

My experience has been that this 
is one of the most difficult transitions 
for most researchers from traditional 
research to forensic. Their research 
time and reports were filled with 
irrelevant work.

Now, of course, we may have to 
really broaden the research to build a 
proof argument with indirect evidence, 
for example. I always remind myself, 
focus, focus, focus.

A large proportion of forensic cases 
involve one or more beneficiaries 
to an asset. In a typical search for 
missing or unknown beneficiaries 
what are the differences compared 
to a Kinship Determination Project 
(KDP)?

We are back to focus, focus, focus. 
For example, in a probate case, we are 

looking for heirs, not everyone in the 
family or every descendant. We pursue 
the trail through the will or laws of 
intestacy at the time of each event. The 
trail may lead us to a person who is 
deceased, had 12 kids, and left a will 
excluding the kids with all assets going 
to his church. We do not include KDP-
style data on the kids in the report. 
Their information would be much more 

limited. Their descendants would not 
be included at all as they are not in 
the succession of heirs. We answer the 
client’s legal question. 

In some cases our reports would 
not necessarily be in the traditional 

Ahnentafel or descendant report styles 
with whole families. They could, as one 
example, be a linear narrative from one 
point to the final point to best answer 
the legal question, leaving out family 
members unnecessary to the issue.

Are there unique educational 
opportunities and experience that one 
should consider for entering this type 
of work?

YES! Forensic genealogy is an advanced 
specialty in the profession of genealogy. 
It is not a way to “get into” the 
profession. A forensic genealogist will 
be expected to research, analyze, report, 
and testify at the level of an expert. 
“Expert” and “advanced specialty” 
imply education and experience above 
that of a layperson or someone who 
has no or little experience in the field. 
One needs experience in broad-based 
client research projects, experience 
in handling and documenting large 
amounts of evidence, honed analytical 
skills, and the ability to produce 
expertly written reports and other 
work products that can withstand 
challenge, sometimes hostile attack, by 
an opposing side.

Several educational opportunities 
have developed over the past few years. 
The Forensic Genealogy Institute of 
the Council for the Advancement of 
Forensic Genealogy has been a leader 
for those building an education ladder 
in forensic genealogy.

Does forensic genealogy carry a 
different liability than what is found 
in traditional genealogy?

Yes. In traditional family research, 
errors do not usually cause a correct 
beneficiary to lose something of value, 
or an incorrect person to become 
a beneficiary. Getting the wrong 
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information in traditional research 
would not likely contribute to a person 
losing citizenship. Our client’s, whether 
attorneys, estates, courts, government 
agencies, and so on, are depending 
on our work product to help prove 
the case, to answer the legal question. 
An inexperienced or careless forensic 
genealogist can literally wreck a case for 
the client.

Are there standards that fall outside 
the genealogical standards that are 
unique to forensic genealogy?
Yes. This is one reason I have worked 
since 2005 to develop standards 
and ethics specific to this advanced 
specialty. Our work product needs to 
rise to the level of the expert witness. 
We may never be called upon to testify 

in that capacity, but we have no control 
over this. We not only should meet the 
highest standards of the profession, 
but the highest standards expected 
of experts presenting evidence and 
testifying in legal issues.

Are there different ethical issues?
Here are three examples. A great 
majority of forensic work products 
include information on the living. 
Forensic genealogists must protect 
both the client information and that of 
living people to the best extent under 
the law. However, these reports will 
differ from the ethics standards of most 
genealogical societies and associations. 

We must be aware of how we are 
paid as forensic genealogists. Working 
on a percentage-based contingency 

value of the asset is illegal in many states, 
and regulated by many more. Working 
on a percentage is seen in many 
jurisdictions as placing the genealogist 
as a stakeholder in the case rather than 
an objective third-party expert. 

An attorney who works probate 
cases on a percentage then pays the 
genealogist a percentage could open 
the possibility of ethics charges in every 
United States jurisdiction. Although it 
is not illegal for a genealogist to work 
for the percentage with an attorney, 
who would want to be connected to an 
ethics violation case, with any hint at 
the possibility of guilt by association?

We have to educate ourselves in a 
much broader way, and in the rules of 
other fields.
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Records Access & Preservation

This column aims to keep you up 
to date on preservation efforts, 
as well as issues affecting access 

to records. To submit or examine current 
information about record availability, 
visit the Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) website.

Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC)
The Federation of Genealogical 
Societies’ legal counsel Frederick Moss 
has been working tirelessly to keep 
RPAC and the community updated 
on “Section 203 of the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2013 directing the 
Secretary of Commerce to develop a 
certification program limiting access 
to and the content of the Social 
Security Administration’s Death 
Master File.” The Death Master File 
(DMF) is restricted because Congress 
believed that identity thieves used the 
DMF to commit fraud, identity theft, 
and submit fraudulent tax forms. 
The National Technical Information 
Service (NTIS) of the Department of 
Commerce opened a comment period 
for the public to submit suggestions for 
letting legitimate users (genealogists, 
historians, etc.) access the DMF 
database. Unfortunately, NTIS was 
bound by the statute, so could not 

allow these entities free access, unless 
a researcher became certified at an 
exorbitant expense to themselves. And, 
the database and index made available 
to the certified researchers are not as 
robust as the former DMF. For a more 
concise explanation by Moss, read the 
RPAC blog.

National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)
NARA has launched new, recently 
enhanced components to their 
website. The new search technology, 
DigitalGov Search, provides more 
relevant results; some search results 
have a “Recommended by National 
Archives” section at the top. These “Best 
Bet” results highlight the most relevant 

content for people beginning their 
search, particularly on popular topics. 
Links have been incorporated at the 
new website to access the Presidential 
Library websites and the NARA social 
media accounts. The NARA website 

can also be accessed on a mobile device. 
Going to the Washington, D.C. area? 
The new, improved Calendar of Events 
lists opportunities to attend NARA’s 
educational programs and public events.

NARA has already begun the 
physical transfer of the enormous 
amount of textual, electronic, and 
audiovisual records and materials to a 
temporary facility in Hoffman Estates, 
Illinois, that will store the records of the 
eventual Barack Obama Presidential 
Library. On Inauguration Day 2017, 
NARA was granted legal custody of 
these records.

States
District of Columbia:  Congress 
passed legislation to fund an American 
Museum of Women’s History (AWWH) 
in December 2014. The museum will 
honor the impact and experiences 
of women in the United States. 
The Congressional Commission is 
recommending the museum become 
an official part of the Smithsonian 
Institution, being located on the 
National Mall. The Commission is 
developing a ten-year strategic plan 
in three phases: First, require federal 
funding to go toward a Smithsonian-
wide American Women’s History 
Initiative to make sure support is 

Digitized Records, New NARA 
Search Features & More
By Linda McCleary, MLS

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen 
years before her retirement. She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from 
Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records Preservation and Access Committee, and is a 
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provided for the creation of a physical 
women’s history museum; second, 
allocate land or an existing building 
so the museum will have a prominent 
location in downtown D.C.; and, third, 
require the Smithsonian to partner 
with private sector funding sources 
to complete the capital campaign and 
build the structure.

The Library of Congress signed a 
memorandum of understanding with 
the Digital Public Library of America 
(DPLA) to be a content hub partner 
with DPLA’s database of digital content 
records. The Library of Congress’s 
digitized maps from the Revolutionary 
War and the Civil War, as well as 
panoramic maps, will be added as 
the first batch of records to the DPLA 
database.

The Library of Congress added 
the Statutes at Large to their website 
making researching laws passed by 
the United States Congress easier. This 
update includes the years 1826–1923 
(Congressional Sessions 19 through 
67), making Congressional Sessions 
1–81 (1789–1950) available to the 
public for free.

O
Indiana: Gibson County 
commissioners will be 
working with a technology 
company to digitize court 

order books and case files from the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
making them accessible in a database 
to the public.

Y
Mississippi: The Ulysses S. 
Grant Presidential Library 
housed at the Mississippi State 
University Library received 

Grant’s aide-de-camp Orville Babcock’s 
diaries, and Private Arthur McKinstry’s 
letters donated from individuals. These 
diaries and letters have been digitized 
and are now a part of the Civil War-era 
digitized collections available at the 
library’s website. 

X
Missouri: Conservation 
technicians at NARA’s 
National Personnel 
Records Center (NPRC) 

in St. Louis are using new technologies 
to salvage and preserve the fire and 
water damaged World War I, World 
War II, and Korean War veterans’ 
records that were damaged during the 
1973 fire. Veterans who want to access 
their files can find details at the NARA 
NPRC website. There is no charge for 
this service. If a veteran’s service records 
were lost in the 1973 fire, attempts 
are made to reconstruct information 
by using records from other agencies, 
including the Veterans Administration.

a
North Carolina: 
New Hanover 
County Register 
of Deeds Tammy 

Beasley is protecting the oldest county’s 
property, marriage, and mortgage 
filings record books by partnering 
with a paper conservation company 
to preserve the records. Specialized 
technicians de-acidify the pages, 
remove glues or tape, and encapsulate 
each page in a polyester sleeve. State 
preservation fund monies are used 
instead of taxpayer dollars.

State Archives of North Carolina 
Archivist Matthew Peek is working 
with veterans to preserve their military 
records damaged by Hurricane Matthew. 
He provides consultations on records 
from any war and will offer advice to 
veterans or the families of veterans. 
He can be reached for consultation via 
e-mail at matthew.peek@ncdr.gov.

s
Virginia: The Library 
of Virginia’s budget has 
been drastically cut 
over the past few years, 

and now because of budget shortfalls, 
Saturday hours and personnel positions 
have been cut. Follow the Genealogical 
Research Institute of Virginia Facebook 
page or the Library of Virginia website 
for the latest information.
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America’s pastime dominates the 
summer in America from the 

ballparks of Major League Baseball 
down to those of Little League. The 
play on these fields is almost entirely 
dominated by men and boys. Women 
and girls are a rare commodity. But it 
was not always so.

In Bloomer Girls: Women Baseball 
Pioneers, Debra A. Shattuck, provost 
and assistant professor of history at 
John Witherspoon College, details the 
history of baseball in America through 
about 1900. Baseball was not always “a 
man’s game.” Bloomer Girls examines 
how and why baseball transformed 
from a gender-neutral child’s game to 
a “masculine” sport, the parties who 
drove it in that direction, and whether 
this gendered identity can ever revert 
back to a game for everyone.

The project of recreating the 
history of women and baseball proved 
difficult for a number of reasons. 
Female baseball players came from 
different social and geographic 

backgrounds and did not necessarily 
share a great deal in common with each 
other. Much of what was written in the 
nineteenth century was at the hands 
of male sportswriters with their own 
gender biases. Shattuck found only a 
handful of letters, diaries, scrapbooks, 
and personal narratives created by 
the women players themselves. Her 
research was made more difficult 
because many of the women players, 
particularly those who were paid 
to play, used “stage names,” making 
tracking their identities quite difficult.

The book is divided into five 
chapters. “Creating a National Pastime” 
covers the antebellum period and the 
formation of baseball as we know the 
rules today, drawing from European 
games of immigrants to America, such 
as cricket and rounders. At this time, 
girls and boys seemed to enjoy the 
physicality of running around a ball 
field. Two chapters cover the period 
immediately after the Civil War—
“Contesting a National Pastime”covers 

the amateur game and “Commodifying 
a National Pastime” details the early 
attempts by promoters, leagues, and 
the players to create a professional, 
paying version of the sport. While at 
this time the professional male version 
of the game was billed and run as an 
athletic venture, much of the women’s 
game was theatrical entertainment with 
little regard to promoting a competitive 
sporting event on the field.

As the 1880s dawned, newspaper 
editors and others whose fortunes 
were predicated on the success of 
men’s professional baseball began to 
undermine the appeal of women’s 
teams, shaping attitudes that the female 
version wasn’t, had never been, and 
could never be, “real” baseball. In 
“Molding Manly Men and Disappearing 
Women” and “New Women, Bloomer 
Girls, and the Old Ball Game,” Shattuck 
takes us through the last two decades 
of the nineteenth century. Women 
who played the professional game were 
often at the mercy of unscrupulous 
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promoters, much as their sisters were in 
the theatrical realms of the day.

In my childhood, my family enjoyed 
baseball and I have many fond memories 
of going to professional games with 
my father, and visiting my aunt, Sr. 
Bertha, a Dominican nun who often 
had the Giants’ game on the radio in 
her office. Bloomer Girls is a book I wish 
I could have talked to my parents’ and 
grandparents’ generation about. Did 

my great-great-grandparents, born in 
the mid-1800s, participate as players or 
have any opportunities to see the early 
professional days of the grand old game? 
And might those experiences have 
influenced my dad as a child in the 1930s 
to tune his crystal set to a game and 
scour the sports pages for box scores?

 Bloomer Girls contains 
photographs and images and 47 pages 
of end notes. An appendix detailing 

female baseball teams of the nineteenth 
century provides information on 
location, type of team, and comments. 
It is one of the volumes in the Sport 
and Society series published by the 
University of Illinois Press. Bloomer 
Girls would be a helpful resource for 
researchers interested in social history, 
particularly regarding gender roles and 
sports, and for baseball fans interested 
in the history of the sport. ■ 

Story of My Life is set up in true 
workbook style. The short, fill-

in style is easy and convenient for 
any genealogist to use. Morton even 
encourages readers to make copies 
of the workbook pages for family 
members to complete. Whether the 
genealogist is filling in the information 
themselves or copying the forms to 
send to family members, Morton 
presents an orderly and organized way 
to record family information, stories, 
and memories.

At the beginning of each chapter, 
Morton provides an introduction about 
how the pages and forms could be used. 
Morton suggests making copies of the 
forms to send to family members to fill 
out and send back to the genealogist to 
compile as much of a complete family 
history as possible.

It is easy to see that Morton 
understands that each and every family 
is different, and she provides special 
forms to record unique experiences 

and relationships. For instance, there 
are forms to record information about 
“Special People” who are not blood 
relatives but mean something to the 
genealogist or family and therefore the 
family history.

Morton gives the reader permission 
to share only what they want in their 
family story. She explains we are all 
entitled to our own privacy and we only 
need to record those memories that we 
are comfortable putting on paper where 
there is a chance others could read what 
we have shared.

There is a handy “Request for 
Memories” log sheet to keep track of 
family members that the genealogist 
has asked to fill out information to 
contribute to the family story. This log 
will help the genealogist know which 
family members they have asked to 
share memories and which ones they 
have yet to contact. 

Morton follows a very well known 
genealogical practice of starting 

with yourself when doing genealogy 
research. There are 12 pages of forms 
for the reader to fill out themselves. 
These forms range from information 
on one’s birth to employment and 
military service.

In each chapter, Morton has inserted 
extra sections entitled “Tips” and 
“Hints,” which are highlighted in a dark 
gray color to give the reader additional 
guidelines for using the forms. These 
tips and hints also include information 
on how to locate the genealogical 
documents to collect information 
needed to tell one’s life story.

The forms and questions Morton 
includes in her book are more detailed 
and extensive than I have seen in most 
fill-in type workbooks on this subject 
matter. For instance, on pages 79 to 82 
she helps the reader explore the time 
of the teen years and the relationship 
during this period of time with the 
person’s mother and father. Morton 
even includes a form entitled “My Pet” 

Journaling Workbook
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for all the pet lovers. The last form in 
the book is entitled “My Legacy” and 
asks the question: “What do you hope 
people will remember about you?” This 
is a very thought-provoking question to 
entertain. The only downside to this type 
of book is that it’s possible that many 

genealogists might feel constrained by 
the amount of room given to tell their 
story or the story of their ancestors. It is 
understandable that only so much room 
could be given for answers and using 
additional stationery will probably be 
necessary in some areas.

As an archivist, I particularly 
appreciated chapter 9 entitled 
“Preserving Your Memories.” Morton 
talks about preserving family 
documents and heirlooms in a proper 
manner so that they are archived for 
future generations. ■

Our ancestral trees may abound 
with common laborers, but we 

will also have tradesmen, such as the 
butchers, bakers, and candlestick 
makers. This book puts these tradesmen 
and craftsmen into historical context 
and shows how they can be traced.

The first three chapters explain 
how an individual would have become 
a tradesman or craftsman, and why. 
The medieval guilds, common in many 
localities, controlled who could ply 
their trade within their area, the most 
familiar and most important being 
the London guilds. In 1515, the 48 
London livery companies were placed 
in order of precedence based on power 
and financial status, creating what 
has become known as the great 12, 
mostly merchant guilds. These 12 are 
listed in order along with the date of 
their original charter, not necessarily 
from when records survive, and their 
website. Later a list is provided of the 
remaining London companies up 
to 100, giving names and websites. 
Some of these are twentieth century 
creations, and some you may not 

even know what the occupation is, 
such as fletchers, broderers, horners, 
paviors, and loriners. Importantly, a 
chapter discusses: the training and 
apprenticeship to become a freeman 
of a guild, indentures and deeds of 
apprenticeship, pay, school-leaving 
age, working hours, holidays, pensions, 
health and safety, trade unions, and 
friendly societies, all of which is good 
contextual information.

The remaining chapters address 
specific groups of occupations including: 
merchants and mercers, shopkeepers, 
builders and the building trades, smiths 
and metal workers, cordwainers and 
shoemakers, clothing and allied traders, 
and a miscellaneous group under other 
trades. Expanding upon the builders and 
building trade chapter as an example, 
this includes details on: auctioneers and 
house agents; bricklayers; brickmakers; 
carpenters, joiners, turners, and sawyers; 
road builders and menders; painters; 
stone masons; and thatchers. As you 
might anticipate not every occupation is 
included, as I was hoping for plumbers 
and glaziers. But there are enough clues 

in these chapters to provide ideas of 
where to look for information on any 
desired missing occupation. For those 
that are included you get a description 
of the occupation (often for different 
periods), examples of records or possible 
places to find records (e.g., guild or 
union records), and museums that may 
focus on or illustrate the occupation. 
The book has good illustrations of the 
large variety of records that mention 
our ancestors, plus places and tools 
associated with the occupation. The 
printed resources mentioned within 
the text are generally not included in 
the select bibliography at the end of the 
book arranged by chapter and topic, 
so both places need to be checked for 
potential leads. 

This is an excellent guide to get you 
researching the trade of your ancestors, 
pointing you to published and online 
resources, plus how to put them into 
a correct social context. For the trades 
included you are well on your way to 
learning about your ancestors. For 
those not included you will have ideas 
of where to look. ■

Occupations
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A Simple Guide to Saving Your 
Family Photos aims to help 

anyone who has photographs stashed in 
shoe boxes or plastic containers, under 
their beds, or in the back of a closet. 
Many genealogists have this problem 
and are always seeking help to organize 
their photos.

Knowing where to start in photo 
organization is how this book begins. 
Bartlett says “I wrote this book in 
several chapters to set the stage for the 
multiple phases your photo organization 
project can go through.” Bartlett 
explains she and Ann Matuszak founded 
the company Pixologie, Inc. and 
states “it’s the first photo organization 
company of its kind in the country.”

There are seven chapters in the 
book; each deals with a different topic 
related to photo organization. Bartlett 
addresses many aspects of photo 

organization from organizing original 
photographs to dealing with digital 
photographs. Bartlett explains that 
preserving and organizing photos are 
important for our children and families, 
and to connect the generations.

This book has appropriately placed 
photographs of the organizational 
process on each page where that part of 
the process is being described. Many of 
the steps described in the book are in 
bullet point lists for easy reading and 
referencing. Bartlett’s instructions are 
concise and easy to follow.

On page 31, Bartlett provides an 
example of an age chart to use as a 
tool for dating photographs. Chapter 
3 discusses which photos to keep and 
which ones to toss. I pretty much 
agree with Bartlett’s suggestions with 
the exception of tossing photographs 
of people she says are “not relevant in 

your life anymore.” As an archivist, I 
would suggest that no photos of people 
be tossed; instead donate them to an 
appropriate archive.

Bartlett gives the reader great 
step-by-step instructions on how to 
organize the many different kinds 
of photographs. The steps are easy 
to follow and there are many photos 
shared in the book to help those that 
need visuals. Chapter 5 deals entirely 
with scanning photographs. Bartlett 
does a great job of explaining the 
process and the equipment needed to 
achieve this goal. Chapter 6 shows the 
reader how to back-up digital photos, 
save photos, and use cloud storage for 
all digital photographs.

A Simple Guide To Saving Your 
Family Photos is a great little book and 
reference guide for anyone embarking 
on a photograph organization project. ■

Organization, Preservation
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Blaine Bettinger has put together a 
wonderful book that encompasses 

all facets of genetic genealogy. The 
Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing 
and Genetic Genealogy is geared 
toward genealogists of all levels and is 

meant to serve as a primer for DNA 
testing, analyzing results, and how 
to use results to answer genealogy 
questions. This is not an in-depth guide 
for analyzing test results, although 
Bettinger does provide several 

examples for each type of DNA test, as 
well as examples for each major testing 
company and a few third-party tools.

In part 1, Bettinger goes over 
the basics of genetic genealogy and 
debunks several misconceptions. There 
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is also a chapter that discusses ethics, 
which should not be missed—there are 
many things you should consider before 
taking DNA tests and certainly before 
asking others to test.

Each of the four types of DNA 
(mtDNA, Y-DNA, atDNA, and X-DNA) 
have a dedicated chapter in part 2. In 
these chapters you will find a fairly 
detailed discussion about each type 
including its description, its inheritance 
pattern, how the testing works, how to 
interpret results, and how to apply it to 
genealogy. Prior to reading this book I 
had next to no knowledge of mtDNA. 
Now, I understand how it works, how to 
interpret results, and in what situations 
the test is best utilized. I was familiar 

with Y-DNA, but after reading this book, 
I have a much clearer understanding 
of how to interpret the results and how 
best to utilize the analyzed information. 
Although both atDNA and X-DNA 
are something I work with on a regular 
basis, it was a nice refresher and I did 
pick up a few tips.

Most of the chapters in part 3 deal 
with analyzing test results. One chapter 
is dedicated to popular third-party 
tools that are designed to help with 
the analysis process. Another chapter 
discusses the ways in which complex 
genealogical mysteries can potentially 
be solved using DNA. There is also a 
chapter dedicated to DNA testing for 
adoptees. These three chapters provide 

a wealth of information and inspiration 
for those working with their test results 
and challenging puzzles. This part 
also contains a chapter on ethnicity 
estimates—so before you trade in your 
lederhosen for a kilt, be sure to read 
this chapter for an excellent overview of 
how ethnicity estimates are generated. 
Part 3 closes with a forecast of things to 
come in the genetic genealogy world; 
truly fascinating!

I highly recommend this book, 
especially to those who are thinking 
about diving into DNA testing, as well 
as those who are just starting to dabble. 
Those of you in these categories will 
find this one-stop reference extremely 
helpful. ■

This volume continues the 
sequential page numbering from 

volume 1 (reviewed in FORUM vol. 24, 
no. 2, Summer 2012), continuing to 
build this extensive reference material. 

This volume contains two large 
chapter and one small chapter. The first 
focuses on regimental numbers, which 
can be a rich source of information 
such as: identifying the battalion in 
which the soldier served, indicating 
about when and where he enlisted, 
whether he was a career soldier, 
whether he enlisted for service in the 
Special or Extra Reserve, whether he 
was serving with the Territorial Force, 
or had enlisted for wartime service 
only. The composition of the typical 

county regiments as it was in July 1914 
prior to the start of the war is described 
explaining how it started and how it 
changed as the war progressed, and 
numbering. So for example knowing 
the regimental number of someone 
who served in the Royal Engineers, 
and many did, may help you identify 
whether he was in a tunneling company, 
a signaling company, a laboring 
battalion, or a railway unit. The material 
here comes from the analysis of over 
150,000 entries on medal rolls and 
attestation papers and is obviously a 
labor of love.

The second major chapter pulls 
together over 7,000 abbreviations 
that have been found engraved on 

medals and medal index cards. These 
abbreviations include ranks from all 
branches of the service for British and 
Dominion forces. The abbreviations 
identified on the medal index cards, 
which are readily available online, has 
also grown from the list provided in 
volume 1, including expanded material 
on the King’s Regulations as they relate 
to the issuance of medals. The final 
section—addenda and corrections—are 
in the order they appear in volume 1.

Given the amount of detail in this 
volume you will need to use both the 
detailed table of contents and the index. 
This is definitely a reference book worth 
having for anyone with multiple British 
World War I servicemen. ■

World War I Research

The Great War Medal Collectors Companion, Volume II: The Regimental Numbers of the British Army 
1914–1919 and Abbreviations Found on Great War Campaign Medals and Official Documents. By 
Howard Williamson. Privately published by the author, 5 Hankin Avenue, Harwich, Essex CO12 5HE, 
UK; howard@williamson2844.fsnet.co.uk; 2014. 360 pp. Illustrations, index. Hardcover. £40.

Reviewed by Paul Milner of Park Ridge, Illinois

mailto:howard@williamson2844.fsnet.co.uk
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This volume continues where 
volume 2 (reviewed above) leaves 

off, numbering the pages sequentially. 
There are five chapters with the first, 
chapter 9, covering the 75 infantry 
divisions, plus the guards and cavalry 
divisions. For each, there is a brief 
history with notes on its origins and 
badge, plus actions and dates where the 
division was engaged in the war. This is 
a restructured and edited version of The 
Order of Battle Divisions by Major A. F. 
Becke and is easier to use.

Chapter 10 deals with the locations 
of the cavalry, yeomanry, guards, and 
battalions of the infantry regiments. 
For each unit/battalion, each change 
of brigade, division, and organization 
is noted in chronological order to give, 
at a glance, a history of each particular 

unit with information provided from a 
variety of sources.

Chapter 11 is a groundbreaking 
study of the Royal Engineers, 
packed with previously unpublished 
information on each of the RE subunits 
including each unit’s battle honors, 
establishments, division to which it 
was attached, dates landed in particular 
theatres of war, and additional notes. 
This chapter is arranged by the type 
of unit in alphabetical order, and 
their duties are both described and 
often well-illustrated, so we learn 
about airline sections, anti-aircraft 
searchlights, army tramway companies, 
bakeries, camouflage parks, carrier 
pigeon service, fat extracting plants, 
and many more, all making for 
fascinating reading. 

Chapter 12 is a detailed study of 
the Machine Gun Corps, with a short 
history of the corps, with notes on the 
equipment and tactics used, all well 
illustrated. Each unit is noted, of which 
there are hundreds, with the brigade 
and division they served, along with 
dates of landing and transfers to other 
units. Chapter 13 is a study of the Army 
Cyclist Corps and provides notes on 
their units, equipment, and duties, 
again lavishly illustrated.    

The material in chapters 11, 12, and 
13 separately all received recognition 
in 2014 by the Orders and Medals 
Research Society. This is a truly unique 
collection of extensive quality material 
that has been pulled together to assist 
the World War I researcher. This series 
is a great reference collection. ■

World War I Research

The Great War Medal Collectors Companion, Volume III: Locations of British Units 1914–1918. By 
Howard Williamson. Privately published by the author, 5 Hankin Avenue, Harwich, Essex CO12 5HE, 
UK; howard@williamson2844.fsnet.co.uk; 2014. 555 pp. Illustrations, index. Hardcover. £48.

Reviewed by Paul Milner of Park Ridge, Illinois

For many, the real pleasure in 
family history research is making 

an individual come alive—learning 
something about their character, 
their life, or debunking a myth that 
surrounds a significant event. All 
this, of course, is often accomplished 

by piecing together fragments of 
information initially found on official 
or family records and then expanding 
on it by digging into the social history. 

This book is about discovering, 
researching, and writing the stories 
using three primary methods: talking 

to relatives; seeking out documents, 
objects, or other sources, especially from 
relatives; and researching the times. The 
book can be read through as a series of 
stories touching on a variety of historical 
themes possibly similar to your own 
ancestors, as I did; or it can be used to 

Research Strategies

Unearthing Family Tree Mysteries. By Ruth A. Symes. Published by Pen & Sword Family History, 47 
Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 2AS, UK; http://pen-and-sword.co.uk; 2016. 198 pp. 
Illustrations, index. Paperback. £14.99. US Distributor: CasemateIPM, 908 Darby Road, Havertown 
PA 19083; http://casemateipm.com. $24.95.

Reviewed by Paul Milner of Park Ridge, Illinois

mailto:howard@williamson2844.fsnet.co.uk
http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/
http://www.casemateipm.com/
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see how key sources can be used to get 
into various themes. Each story ends 
with a section of “Resources to take you 
further,” providing both print and online 
materials, which I found particularly 
helpful pointing me toward sources that 
I was not aware of, especially some of 
the social history materials. 

Each of the 12 stories presented 
begins by highlighting a family quote, 
the area of focus in history, and the key 
sources used. As an example, chapter 
3 begins with the quote “so poor, they 
took in lodgers,” highlighting working-
class living conditions and using as its 
source the census returns. The family 
story relates how common it was for 
families, even those living in small 
spaces, to take in lodgers or boarders 
as a way to make ends meet, and the 
difference between the two is explained. 
The ancestors may or may not have 
been lodging housekeepers, but many 
had an extra person living with them 
to supplement their income. What is 
normal in the neighborhood can only 

be ascertained from looking at the rest 
of the census. I have ancestors living in 
this situation who had single lodgers, 
but also ancestors who ran boarding 
houses. So in this chapter I was 
especially interested in the discussion 
on the 1851 and 1853 Common 
Lodging Houses Acts and what that 
meant in terms of: allowing police 
inspections, the number of people who 
could sleep there, the mixing of the 
sexes in the sleeping arrangements, and 
the sanitary arrangements. Symes was 
putting her ancestors into context.

Other stories examine: migration 
within Britain—commercial and trade 
directories; poverty and disease—birth, 
marriage, and death certificates; dangers 
of industrial towns (coal miners and 
canal workers)—local newspapers; the 
Second World War—diaries; death 
and burial—death records, especially 
obituaries; working for big companies—
company archives and newsletters; 
emigration to America—passenger 
lists; British Empire and immigration—

passports; domestic service—oral 
history; cultural tastes and family 
relationships—books and the family 
Bible; and geography, culture, religion, 
and wealth—recipes, food, and eating 
habits. The stories are well-illustrated 
with examples of records and also 
photographs of Symes’s ancestors (or 
others in similar situations) showing 
work or living conditions. There are also 
boxes within the text to explain specific 
topics, records, or events, such as: bed 
and board, syphilis as a political disease, 
and differences between men and 
women’s employment on the census.

This book is easy to read and 
designed to get you thinking about 
your own ancestors—I thought of my 
ancestors in many similar situations 
and sources. Each story is based upon 
one set of records; I would have liked 
to have seen additional stories pulling 
together pieces from a wider variety of 
sources. The additional resources listed 
in each chapter are helpful, as is the 
consolidated bibliography at the end. ■

Imagine finding out you are not who 
you thought you were. Imagine 

being a genealogist, or “the unofficial 
historian for the family” as Griffith 
calls himself, having completed years 
of research, only to find that you are 
researching the wrong family.

The Stranger in My Genes is a 
memoir of Bill Griffith who had been 
conducting his genealogy research 

since 2003. Urged by his cousin, 
Griffith took a DNA test that would 
change everything. The story Griffith 
tells that leads up to that fateful 
moment when he is presented with the 
shock of a lifetime is one that most of 
us would have a hard time relating to. 
Searching for genealogical documents 
and traveling to sites where ancestors 
lived are some of the normal things any 

genealogist would do to know more 
about their family history. Griffith 
conducted this same type of research 
only to find that it was the wrong 
family tree. 

Griffith states and believes: 
“Genealogy is the pursuit of truth and 
if you choose to begin researching 
your family’s history, you had better be 
prepared to accept whatever truth you 

Memoir, DNA, Genetic Genealogy

The Stranger in My Genes: A Memoir. By Bill Griffeth. Published by New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, 99 Newberry Street, Boston, MA 02116; http://americanancestors.org; 2016. ISBN 978-0-88082-
344-9. viii, 188 pp. Photographs. Hardcover. $22.95.

Reviewed by Melissa Barker of Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee

http://americanancestors.org
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uncover.” In this memoir, Griffith faces 
his own truth that very few have had 
to face.

This book is an extension of 
Griffith’s journaling that he did at the 
time he received the results of his DNA 
test and started on a very unusual 
journey. The chapters and entries are 
for the most part chronological with the 
exception of some entries where Griffith 
remembers his genealogical trips to 
ancestral home places and cemeteries.

Griffith explains in detail the journey 
he took to verify the DNA results and 
the steps he took to accept the truth 
that he learned. Griffith gives detailed 
information about DNA and how it 
works in such a clear and concise way 
that someone who has never encountered 
genetic genealogy could understand it 
and follow the scientific meanings.

This memoir reminds us of the fact 
that most genealogists have family secrets 
contained within their family tree. These 
family secrets should be documented and 
recorded by the genealogist with care and 
with the living family member’s feelings 
in mind. Griffith’s conscience effort to 
respect the feelings of his mother during 
his journey is very touching.

The agony Griffith went through 
waiting on the DNA results to arrive 
will resonate with many who have 
experienced the same waiting period. 
The results themselves are something 
that anyone would have trouble grappling 
with once they arrived. To find that your 
father was not your father after so many 
years of researching that side of your 
family is something Griffith had to come 
to grips with and it was not easy. The way 
in which Griffith writes about his agony, 

disbelief, and how he finally was able to 
cope with the results is something he did 
so eloquently in this memoir.

The journey Griffith takes in his 
memoir is truly his own and one that 
made me truly sympathize with him as 
I read his story. The ups and downs with 
regard to the relationship with his mother 
is difficult to read when the reader thinks 
about their own parents and how this 
news would affect their relationship. 

Many genealogists struggle with the 
hidden truths they dig up while doing 
their genealogy research. Most are not 
as earth-shattering as Griffith’s, but 
nonetheless they’re something we have 
to deal with in our own way. Griffith’s 
memoir shows us the grace and 
sensitivity that should be used when 
dealing with our own family secrets. ■

http://gripitt.org


Before You Go . . .

If you have ancestors who lived in 
or near Colorado, you will want to 

take a look at the Colorado Historic 
Newspapers Collection. The CHNC 
currently includes more than 200 
newspapers published in Colorado 
from 1859 up to 1923, with a few 
publications extending beyond that 
date with publisher permission. The 
newspapers come from throughout the 
state, and include papers published in 
English, German, Spanish, and Swedish. 

The website has a clean interface 
and is easy to navigate. You can begin 
your search right from the home page 
by entering a query in the search box, 
or you can browse the site by title, date, 

and county. Click the Search tab to 
narrow your search criteria by date, 
county, or specific newspaper title. Or, 
if you are in the mood to browse, click 
the Topics tab to read about featured 
topics that were widely covered in the 
Colorado press. 

Search results will be displayed 
beneath the search box, with suggestions 
for filtering your search located to the 
left. Select an entry in the results list to 
see not only a digitized version of the 
newspaper article, but also a text version 
generated with Optical Character 
Recognition (OCR). You can then “clip” 
a copy of the article or download a PDF 
version of the entire issue.

If you need help using the site, the 
Help and Forums tab will take you to 
a comprehensive help section offering a 
variety of resources.

Before you begin your search, be 
sure to take a few moments to create a 
free CHNC account. Only minimal user 
information is requested, and logging 
into the site will not only track your 
search activity, but will also let you 
organize your results into private lists, 
add comments and tags, and help future 
researchers by correcting mistakes in 
the OCR’d text.

—Elizabeth Swanay O’Neal

Colorado Historic Newspapers Collection
http://coloradohistoricnewspapers.org
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You’re Invited!
Dear Friends,

Whether you’ve recently become 
interested in beginning your genealogy 
adventure or have been at it for decades, 
we at the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies invite you to attend our annual 
conference held this year in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Each FGS conference offers a unique 
experience and 2017 will be no 
exception. Society leaders and members 
have an entire day devoted to besting 
the challenges of managing a modern 
society. This year’s genealogy program 
features the world famous speakers 
you’ve come to expect covering topics 
from basic to advanced methodology, 
ethnic specialties, local history, and 
family history trends. Exciting workshops 
allow attendees to dive deeper into 
specific topics, while special events and 
luncheons are wonderful opportunities 
to connect with friends old and new. 

This year we are pleased to offer a 
catered lunch on Friday in the exhibit 
hall for all full conference registrants. 
(Lunch tickets may be purchased by 
Friday-only attendees.) Secure your 
seat to luncheons, workshops, and 
other special events through our new 
registration portal at http://fgs.org, even 
if you are paying by check!

Don’t miss your chance to join the 
Federation, along with our conference 
sponsors, exhibitors, and speakers, for a 
fun-filled and informative experience.

I look forward to seeing you in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania!

Rorey
Rorey Cathcart
FGS President

Register online at 
http://fgs.org

Conference Site
Downtown Pittsburgh will be home base for the FGS 2017 Conference. 

Sitting on the southern shoreline of the Allegheny River, the David L. Lawrence Convention 
Center will host the conference’s workshops, lectures, and exhibit hall. Directly to the east of 
the convention center, the “Strip District” was once an active industrial area, and is home to the 
Senator John Heinz History Center. Now, this energetic neighborhood is filled with restaurants, 
shops, cafes, open-air markets, and more.

Hotels
Two conference hotels, conveniently located near the convention center, are offering reduced 
rates to conference attendees. Conference rates are available Wednesday, August 23 through 
Friday, September 8, 2017. 

Westin Convention Center
1000 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Phone: 412-281-3700; for reservations 866-716-8108
Conference Rates: $139 single & double / $149 triple / $159 quad

Located across the street and directly connected to the convention center by skywalk, the 
Westin Convention Center is a classic downtown hotel offering city views and an easy walk to 
many Pittsburgh attractions. The Westin offers complimentary shuttle service within a one-mile 
radius of the hotel, Monday through Friday, providing access to many nearby restaurants and 
attractions. 

Omni William Penn Hotel
530 William Penn Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Phone: 412-281-7100
Conference Rates: $149 single & double / $169 triple / $189 quad

A short walk (0.6 miles) from the convention center, the Omni William Penn Hotel dates back 
to 1916 and was the last building venture of Pittsburgh industrialist Henry Clay Frick. The Omni 
is adjacent to the Pittsburgh Metro System—the “T”—which links all corners of downtown 
Pittsburgh and is free in the downtown area.

For additional information about the conference hotels, including current room availability and 
booking online, visit http://fgs.org and click on Conference Lodging. When making a reservation 
by phone, be sure to tell the reservation agent that you are attending the FGS conference and 
ask for the conference rate. Rooms at the conference hotels tend to go fast, so don’t wait!

http://fgs.org
http://fgs.org
http://fgs.org
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Program Overview
“Building Bridges to the Past” references not only the many bridges in Pittsburgh, but the bridges between old world and new, as well as our 
journeys to discover our past. This year’s conference program brings you a wide variety of topics presented by many of the nation’s top family 
history experts. Sessions are aimed at strengthening your research skills no matter what your level or area of expertise might be. 

A variety of tracks fill the program. Immigrant/Ethnic, Records, and Regional tracks appear each day, Thursday through Saturday, along with a 
variety of others including DNA, Methodology, Analysis, Skills, African American, Land & Taxes, Religion, Occupations, and more. Six workshops 
are on the schedule: four traditional two-hour workshops cover caring for keepsakes, research planning, storytelling, and transcribing and 
analyzing, along with two special four-hour DNA workshops. “Connecting the DNA Dots” is beginner to intermediate level, while “Using Genetics 
and Genealogy to Smash Through Brick Walls” is intermediate to advanced level (pre-requisites must be met to participate). 

Nine luncheons provide a great opportunity to network with fellow genealogists and hear lighter presentations from entertaining speakers 
provided by the sponsoring organizations. Everyone is welcome to purchase tickets to any sponsored luncheon, but space is limited so be sure 
to register early to get the luncheons you want to attend. 

Whether you are a novice, an expert, or anywhere in between, the FGS 2017 Conference has something for you!

Exhibit Hall
Always a hub of activity, the exhibit hall will feature the latest 
software, books, maps, databases, and gadgets on the market 
for genealogists and family historians, as well as information 
about genealogical organizations. Presentations and exhibitor 
demonstrations will also be scheduled for the Demo Area. 

Each full conference registrant will receive $10 in Vendor Bucks to 
spend at the vendor booth of their choice. Instructions for using and 
redeeming Vendor Bucks will be included in the conference guide 
you receive at registration.

All attendees (including one-day registrants) will receive a Passport 
to have stamped at the booths they visit. Passports turned in by the 
deadline on Saturday will be eligible to win prizes. 

Finding enough time to fully explore the exhibit hall during FGS 
conferences is often difficult, but we are making that easier at 
FGS 2017. As always, we’ll have the Exhibit Hall Grand Opening on 
Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. following the keynote session. 
This year we’ve set aside two other special times when attendees can 
explore the exhibit hall without missing sessions or luncheons.

Exhibit Hall Lunch: Eat, Explore, Shop 
On Friday, the two-hour lunch break will be devoted to the exhibit 
hall with a catered boxed lunch served. Tickets for this special lunch 
are included for all full conference registrations and can be purchased 
as an add-on by Friday-only attendees. (Sponsored luncheons will not 
be held on Friday.)

Exhibit Hall Live
Join FGS and our exhibitors from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday 
for a 90-minute exhibit hall gala featuring door prizes, special 
activities, shopping, and networking with vendors and societies. This 
will be a great time to spend your Vendor Bucks and finish up your 
Passport, if you haven’t done so by Saturday morning.

Exhibit Hall Hours:

Thursday  9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Interested in being an exhibitor? Visit http://fgs.org to learn more.

Society Showcase
FGS invites its members to reserve a table in the 2017 Society 
Showcase. For $30, member societies can have a table located in the 
exhibit hall for an opportunity to expose and highlight their society 
to conference attendees. Offer a door prize to encourage visitors. 
Decorate your table with an attractive theme to be eligible to win a 
free one-year FGS membership for your society. Visit the conference 
website at http://fgs.org for more information and to register. 
Handouts may be offered, but no sales are permitted. 

Questions? Contact the Society Showcase Committee at 
societyshowcase@fgs.org.

http://fgs.org
http://fgs.org
mailto:societyshowcase@fgs.org


54

Stay Connected

Focus on Societies
FGS strives to provide excellent services and support to its member 
societies. Wednesday’s Focus on Societies program, offering a full day 
of topics related to society management, is one way we accomplish 
that mission. But you don’t have to be a society officer to attend or 
benefit from these great sessions. Sessions are packed full of ideas 
for everyone associated with a society—officers, committee chairs, 
delegates, volunteers, and members.

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, starts the day off with the Plenary Session 
“Bridges to the Community: Creating, Packaging, and Sharing Your 
Society to Non-Genealogists.” Thirty-five sessions designated into 
seven tracks, including Members & Volunteers, Projects, Websites, 
and Programs & Events fill the rest of the day. A special Discussion 
Group track offers society leaders an opportunity to discuss 
issues, problems, and resolutions for topics such as Social Media & 
Marketing, Publications, and Conflict Resolution. These discussions 
will be facilitated by FGS board members but are designed to be 
interactive opportunities for sharing ideas, experiences, and solutions 
for ongoing challenges facing societies. 

Join FGS board members and fellow society leaders and members 
for the midday FGS Focus on Societies Luncheon. This luncheon is 
an opportunity to network with peers and participate in the ever-
popular “Society Shout-Out” when folks share the exciting projects 
and activities their societies have in the works.

Focus on Societies is a unique and exciting setting to gather with the 
nation’s genealogical society leadership to discuss and find answers 
to issues of common concern.

Special Event
W-138 Gateway Clipper Dinner Cruise

Wednesday Evening – 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Sponsored and hosted by Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society

Join the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society on board the 
Gateway Clipper Princess for a dinner cruise along Pittsburgh’s three 
rivers. The Princess is a traditional paddle wheel style riverboat 
with floor to ceiling windows giving passengers a great view of the 
beautiful Pittsburgh skyline and the magnificent architecture of its 
many bridges. A delicious buffet dinner will be served as we cruise 
the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio rivers.

For convenience, the Gateway Clipper Princess will pick us up at the 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center. Boarding will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
and we will depart the dock at 6:30 p.m. The cruise will end by 9:30 
p.m. with everyone returned to the dock at the convention center. 

Hot Dinner Buffet: Natural Chicken Breast with Bacon, Pearl Onions, and 
Merlot Sauce; Roasted Beef Strip Loin with Cafe de Paris Sauce; Clipper 
Chophouse Salad with Chopped Iceberg Lettuce, Local Tomatoes, 
Bacon, with Ranch and Italian Dressings; Baby Spinach Salad with 
Strawberries, Almonds, Shaved Red Onion, with Poppy Seed Dressing; 
Broccoli, Cauliflower, and Carrot Mélange; Penne Pasta with Tomato 
Basil Sauce; Four Cheese Mac & Cheese; Apple Nut Cake with Cream 
Cheese Icing; Chocolate Fudge Devil’s Food Cake; Freshly Brewed 
Coffee, Decaf, and Hot Tea; Fresh Bakery Rolls and Creamery Butter

Tickets: $45 (space is limited; cash bar available)

http://facebook.com/FGSgenealogy

http://twitter.com/FGSgenealogy

http://pinterest.com/FGSgenealogy

http://instagram.com/FGSgenealogy

http://plus.google.com/+FgsOrgGenealogyFGS Website - http://fgs.org
The central hub for conference logistics.

FGS Voice Blog - http://fgs.org/voice-blog
Covers conference news and updates. Follow Us #FGS2017

http://fgs.org
http://fgs.org/voice-blog
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Sponsors
Platinum

Bronze

Partner Organizations
Association of Professional Genealogists
Board for Certification of Genealogists
BYU Center for Family History and 
Genealogy
Family Tree DNA
Findmypast
Genealogical Speakers Guild
International Society for British 
Genealogy and Family History
International Society of Family History 
Writers and Editors
Jewish Genealogical Society of Los 
Angeles
National Genealogical Society
National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution
New England Historic Genealogical 
Society
New York Genealogical & Biographical 
Society
North Hills Genealogists
Ohio History Connection
Records Preservation and Access 
Committee
Ulster Historical Foundation
Western Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Society

Credentials & Abbreviations
Certified Genealogist is a registered trademark, 
and CG, CGL, and Certified Genealogical Lecturer 
are service marks of the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists®, used under license by associates 
who have met BCG’s competency standards. 
AG and Accredited Genealogist are registered 
trademarks of the International Commission for 
the Accreditation of Professional Genealogists 
(ICAPGen℠), used under license by individuals 
who have met ICAPGen’s competency standards. 
A full list of abbreviations can be found on the 
conference website.

Librarians’ Day
The Federation of Genealogical Societies 
would like to invite librarians, archivists, other 
information professionals, volunteers, and 
board members serving the genealogical 
community to attend Librarians’ Day, Tuesday, 
August 29, 2017, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

This event is sponsored by ProQuest. The 
2017 Librarians’ Day theme is “Digital 
Initiatives in Western Pennsylvania.” The 
speakers will discuss partnerships and 
collaborations to increase access to research 
materials from a variety of institutions, 
as well as finding aids and other tools 
to facilitate the use of manuscript and 
microform collections.

The morning sessions and lunch will be 
hosted by the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
at the historic Carnegie Museums and Library 
building in the Oakland neighborhood of 
Pittsburgh. This cultural and educational 
district is home to the University of Pittsburgh, 
Carnegie-Mellon University, Chatham 
University, and the Carnegie Museums of Art 
and Natural History. Afternoon sessions will 
include site visits to the Special Collections 
Room and the Conservation, Preservation 
and Access Lab of the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh and to other libraries in the vicinity. 

Speakers will include:

L. Suzanne Kellerman 
Judith O. Sieg Chair for Preservation 
Preservation, Conservation and Digitization
Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA

Edward Galloway
Head, Archives Service Center
University Library System
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA

Registration for Librarians’ Day is $10 and 
includes lunch. 

Register at http://fgs.org. 

E-mail questions to librariansday@fgs.org.

Registration
Register online for the conference and reserve 
your tickets to special events, workshops, and 
luncheons at http://fgs.org. New this year—
online registration is available for attendees 
wishing to pay by check. Simply complete 
the online registration form, choose the pay 
by check option, and mail your check to FGS 
2017 Conference Registration, PO Box 200940, 
Austin, TX 78720-0940. The registration 
form at the end of this booklet may be used 
by those who cannot complete the online 
registration. On-site registration, for both 
prepaid and walk-in attendees, will be at the 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center.

On-site Registration Hours:

Tuesday 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday  7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday  7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Friday  7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Saturday  7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Cancellation 
Policy
Cancellations will be accepted through August 
1, 2017 via e-mail, fax, or mail sent to the 
FGS office postmarked by that date. For full 
conference registration cancellations received 
or postmarked by August 1, 2017, registrants 
will receive the conference registration fee, 
including luncheon, workshop, and/or event 
fees, less a $50 non-refundable administration 
charge. Separate workshop, special event, 
and/or luncheon cancellations will have a 
$10 service fee deducted. While refunds 
cannot be given for cancellations after August 
1, 2017, registrants will have access to the 
downloadable syllabus.

Special 
Requirements
Registrants with special needs requirements 
as outlined in the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) must notify FGS in writing of 
their special needs by July 15, 2017. Scooter 
and wheelchair rental is available from the 
Pittsburgh Wheelchair Exchange at http://
pittsburghwheelchairexchange.com. 
Information about accessibility around 
the city is available from VisitPittsburgh at 
http://visitpittsburgh.com/plan-your-trip/
accessibility-guide.

http://fgs.org
mailto:librariansday@fgs.org
http://fgs.org
http://pittsburghwheelchairexchange.com
http://pittsburghwheelchairexchange.com
http://visitpittsburgh.com/plan-your-trip/accessibility-guide
http://visitpittsburgh.com/plan-your-trip/accessibility-guide
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Plenary Session
8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.

W-100 Welcome!
FGS President Rorey Cathcart

W-101 Bridges to the Community: Creating, 
Packaging, and Sharing Your Society to Non-
Genealogists  
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS

Local communities have a variety 
of organizations and groups, 
many that have little or no 
expressed interest in genealogy. 
That doesn’t mean they aren’t 
great potential partners for your 
genealogical society. In this 
plenary session, D. Joshua Taylor 
focuses on ways to package 
genealogical societies for non-
genealogical partners, including 
local media, donors, charitable 
organizations, and politicians.  

Potential donors, media partners, 
and other associates might 
not easily grasp the benefit of 

involvement with your society. Taylor will discuss ideas and tools 
to assist you in introducing your genealogical society to your 
local community. See your society’s mission statement through 
the eyes of non-genealogists. Compare it to mission statements 
from outside the genealogical community. Generate media 
pitches for your organization. Develop specific pitches for your 
events (conferences, seminars, etc.) and major projects (indexing, 
preservation, etc.). Use these ideas to help build that bridge from 
your society to your local community—everyone can benefit!

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, is a nationally known and recognized 
genealogical author, lecturer, and researcher and a frequent 
speaker at family history events across the globe. Passionate about 
family history, Joshua is the president and executive director of the 
New York Genealogical & Biographical Society. He is also the past 
president of  the Federation of Genealogical Societies. He holds an 
MLS (Archival Management) and an MA (History) from Simmons 
College and has been a featured genealogist on Who Do You Think 
You Are? and is host of Genealogy Roadshow (PBS).

Tracks 9:30 a.M. 11:00 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Events

Members & 
Volunteers

W-102 How to Find 
Volunteers and Keep Them! 
Cari A. Taplin, CG
Volunteers are the lifeblood of 
any society. This lecture gives 
societies tips and ideas for ways 
to locate volunteers, motivate 
them, and keep them engaged. 
(B/I/A)

W-109 Your Genealogical 
Society is NOT Alone
Jane Haldeman
Today, more than ever, 
genealogical societies need 
to talk to each other, share 
ideas, and share problems 
and solutions. Society 
leaders coming together in a 
roundtable and brainstorming 
is a great way to begin the 
dialog. (B/I/A)

W-116 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies Focus 
on Societies Luncheon
FGS Leadership
Join FGS leadership and lend 
your voice to a discussion 
of the various ways the 
Federation serves its member 
community, along with a look 
at new benefits on the horizon 
and those your society would 
most like to see. Time will 
also be reserved for “Society 
Shout-Out,” offering you the 
opportunity to share successes 
from your society from the past 
year. This session also includes 
the FGS Annual Business 
Meeting and other important 
activities for society leaders 
and FGS delegates.

Menu
Grilled Chicken Wrap, 
Vegetable Soup; Blondies & 
Brownies; Coffee, Iced Tea, 
Lemonade (Special diet options 
available by advance request.)

Tickets: $32

W-117 Build Membership 
and Participation with Small 
Groups and SIGs
Cari A. Taplin, CG
Creating benefits that attract 
and keep members will 
strengthen any genealogical 
society. Small study groups or 
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 
reach members on a more 
personal level and focus on 
topics of interest to them. Learn 
how to build strong small study 
groups and SIGs. (B/I/A)

W-124 Putting the Customer 
Back in Customer Service—
Strategies for 21st Century 
Organizations
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation will explore 
how a focus on good customer 
service will bring organizations 
in the genealogy space more 
members and move them from 
surviving to thriving. (B/I)

W-131 How to Ask for Money: 
Fundraising for Genealogical 
Societies
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Fundraising does not often 
come easily for everyone, yet 
it is an essential component to 
running a successful nonprofit 
organization. Learn how to 
elevate your comfort level 
in asking for funds, identify 
grants, and develop donor-
friendly initiatives for your 
society. (B/I/A)

Members & 
Volunteers

Event - 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
W-138 Gateway Clipper 
Dinner Cruise
Board the Gateway Clipper 
Princess at the convention 
center for a dinner cruise along 
Pittsburgh’s three rivers. 

For convenience, the Gateway 
Clipper Princess will pick us 
up at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center. Boarding 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will 
depart the dock at 6:30 p.m.

See additional details on 
page 4.
Sponsored and hosted 
by Western Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Society

Tickets: $45 (space is limited; 
cash bar available)

Programs & 
Events

W-103 Your Society Can’t 
Afford to Do a Seminar? 
Here’s How! 
Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, 
FUGA
A seminar could bring new 
members, volunteers, and 
funding for projects. This 
session addresses ways to 
be successful financially 
without much effort, once 
guidelines are established. 
Most groups can truly afford 
to bring in a well-known and 
knowledgeable speaker and 
plan a great seminar. (B/I/A)

W-110 Hosting a Society 
Heirloom Roadshow or 
Preservation Workshop 
Denise May Levenick, MA
Engage and energize your 
members by leveraging local 
experts to join genealogy 
speakers for interactive 
programs on preserving family 
heirlooms and keepsakes. 
(B/I/A)

W-118 Dynamic 
Programming for Societies
Teri E. Flack, MA, MBA, FTxSGS
Educational programs are 
central to the mission of 
genealogical societies. Learn 
innovative and creative ways 
to develop dynamic education 
programs that can revitalize 
your society. (B/I/A)

W-125 Expanding Your 
Horizons: Taking Your Society 
on the Road
Carla S. Cegielski
Local field trips and excursions 
to distant repositories play an 
important role in a society’s 
educational offerings. 
Learn to plan and execute 
these important teaching 
opportunities. (B/I/A)

W-132 DNA and Your 
Genealogical Society
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
DNA is here to stay, and your 
members are asking about 
it. It is a unique opportunity 
to attract new members with 
much-needed educational 
programming, yet many 
genealogical societies 
are ignoring the valuable 
opportunity. Let’s review what 
other genealogical societies are 
doing to educate members and 
explore ways you can engage 
your members. (B)

Programs & 
Events

Projects

W-104 Eating an Elephant: 
Managing Large Projects
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL
Facing a large project is not 
so intimidating with good 
planning, the right tools, 
thoughtful analysis, and 
organization. (B/I/A)

W-111 The Mad Hatter: 
Managing Your Many 
Duties Through Project 
Management Software
Cheri Daniels, MSLS
As societies change and take 
on additional roles to meet 
community needs, duties 
naturally increase. See how 
project management software 
was a game changer and the key 
to one society’s success. (B)

W-119 Digitizing on a 
Dime: Digitization Basics 
for Individuals and Small 
Genealogical Societies 
Kristin Britanik
This presentation demonstrates 
the basics of digitization for 
your collection of historic 
photographs and documents. 
Learn best practices for 
creating and keeping digital 
files with limited resources. (B)

W-126 Creating a County 
Record Guide
Tina Lyons
Put your society’s knowledge 
into a printed or online 
guide to help members and 
nonmembers find records in 
your area. (B/I/A)

W-133 Preserving 
Genealogical Society Records
Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA, OGSF
Preservation of genealogical 
society records is an important 
aspect of society management. 
Learn how to preserve this 
valuable information for 
succeeding officers and 
members, and as a record of 
your organization for future 
researchers. (B)

Projects

Reaching Out

W-105 Your Society Is on 
Social Media. Now What?
Amy Johnson Crow, MLIS, CG, 
OGSF
Do you feel like your society 
isn’t getting all it can from 
social media? Is your Facebook 
page lonely? Learn what one 
society did to increase their 
performance and reach more 
people. (B/I/A)

W-112 10 HOT Tips to Create 
Publications Every Member 
Will Read 
Jill Morelli, CG 
Just named publications 
director but wonder how 
to improve legibility and 
readability? Learn ten tips for 
better graphical presentation of 
your society’s publications. (B)

W-120 Mining Your Content 
for Marketing Gold
Amy Johnson Crow, MLIS, CG, 
OGSF
Running low on ideas for your 
blog and social media? Turn 
to the content you’ve already 
created. Learn how to find 
marketing content in your 
books, databases, and special 
projects. (B/I/A)

W-127 Outdated Outreach: 
Breathing New Life into Our 
Outreach Approach
Cheri Daniels, MSLS
The challenge of attracting and 
engaging an ever-changing 
audience and/or member base 
has increased over the years and 
our previous methods can miss 
the mark. Learn new approaches 
that engage various groups and 
connect them through content-
based programming. (B)

W-134 Being the [Online] 
Regional Experts
Jen Baldwin
Cultivating the online 
reputation of your society can 
lead to increased exposure 
and membership. With the 
implementation of selected 
best practices, you can learn 
to control the online historical 
arena for your community. 
(B/I/A)
Sponsored by Findmypast

Reaching Out

Society Boards

W-106 Shared Spaces for 
Society Management
Rorey Cathcart
Learn the pitfalls, positive 
aspects, and possibilities 
of taking your society 
management meetings into 
the virtual spheres. (I)

W-113 Plain Spoken: 
Updating and Simplifying 
Your Society Bylaws
Randy Whited
Do the bylaws of your 
organization guide or hamper 
its actions? Are they hard to 
interpret or perhaps ignored 
altogether? Let’s tackle how to 
clean up ambiguous language, 
make use of other guiding 
documents, and get our bylaws 
working for us. (B/I/A)

W-121 Grant Writing Success 
for Societies
Tina Beaird, MLS
Grant writing can be a 
daunting task for small 
societies and museums. Learn 
how to find grant opportunities 
online, define various types of 
grants, and decode a typical 
application process. Tina will 
share strategies on raising your 
application to the top of the 
pile and winning that grant! (B)

W-128 Oh, Those Pesky 
Minutes and Motions
Jane Haldeman
The minutes are taken, 
approved, and filed. Do we 
ever go back and look at them? 
Should we? Absolutely! They are 
the history of the society. Board 
members move on and we 
forget what was decided and 
voted on. We must review, and 
by law, we must follow what 
those before us decided. (B/I/A)

W-135 Conduct Meetings 
Every Board Member Wants 
to Attend!
Jill Morelli, CG
Meetings! Meetings! Meetings! 
Learn how to plan and manage 
an efficient and effective 
society meeting and how to 
keep any meeting on track. (I)

Society Boards

Websites

W-107 Creating Your Society’s 
Website Using WordPress
Carla S. Cegielski
A WordPress site can start small 
and grow to meet the wants 
and needs of your society. (B/I)

W-114 Creating Quality 
Databases for Your Society 
Website
Tina Lyons
Discover ideas for online 
databases for your society’s 
members and tips and tricks  
for creating them. (B/I/A)

W-122 Building Your Society’s 
Digital Library
Jen Baldwin
Societies are increasingly 
creating and maintaining 
digital collections. Learn about 
best practices, overcoming 
financial obstacles, choosing 
your nonprofit or for-profit 
partners, and the necessary 
technology to achieving digital 
success. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by Findmypast

W-129 Calling All Members: 
Your Society’s Website Needs 
Help
Cyndi Ingle
A society’s website should be 
as diverse as its offerings and 
its membership. Is it time for 
you to give it a critical look and 
help overhaul your site? What 
can you do to help? (B/I)

W-136 Nobody Can Find 
My Website! Intro to Search 
Engine Optimization and 
Analysis Tools 
Reed Powell
Search engines are the number 
one source of traffic to most 
websites. This lecture covers the 
methods that search engines 
use to determine which sites 
to refer searchers to, and what 
can be done to maximize your 
website’s exposure to this 
massive audience. (B/I)

Websites

Discussion 
Groups

W-108 Delegate 101
FGS Board Members
Join FGS leadership to discuss 
your role as a society delegate 
and how to get the most out of 
your society’s FGS membership. 
(B/I/A)

W-115 Social Media & Marketing
FGS Board Members
Do you have questions about 
best practices for social media? 
Discuss social media and 
marketing issues facing today’s 
society. (B/I/A)

W-123 Publications
FGS Board Members
Do you have problems finding 
content for newsletters or 
journals? Are you considering 
moving from print to digital? 
Discuss issues your society has 
with publications. (B/I/A)

W-130 Conflict Resolution
FGS Board Members
Differing opinions among 
board members can cause 
conflict that becomes 
detrimental to the society. 
Discuss ways to handle those 
situations. (B/I/A)

W-137 Open Floor
FGS Board Members 
Open floor discussion on 
any topic related to society 
management. (B/I/A)

Discussion 
Groups

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced

WednesdayWednesday



57

August 30, 2017
Tracks 9:30 a.M. 11:00 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Events

Members & 
Volunteers

W-102 How to Find 
Volunteers and Keep Them! 
Cari A. Taplin, CG
Volunteers are the lifeblood of 
any society. This lecture gives 
societies tips and ideas for ways 
to locate volunteers, motivate 
them, and keep them engaged. 
(B/I/A)

W-109 Your Genealogical 
Society is NOT Alone
Jane Haldeman
Today, more than ever, 
genealogical societies need 
to talk to each other, share 
ideas, and share problems 
and solutions. Society 
leaders coming together in a 
roundtable and brainstorming 
is a great way to begin the 
dialog. (B/I/A)

W-116 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies Focus 
on Societies Luncheon
FGS Leadership
Join FGS leadership and lend 
your voice to a discussion 
of the various ways the 
Federation serves its member 
community, along with a look 
at new benefits on the horizon 
and those your society would 
most like to see. Time will 
also be reserved for “Society 
Shout-Out,” offering you the 
opportunity to share successes 
from your society from the past 
year. This session also includes 
the FGS Annual Business 
Meeting and other important 
activities for society leaders 
and FGS delegates.

Menu
Grilled Chicken Wrap, 
Vegetable Soup; Blondies & 
Brownies; Coffee, Iced Tea, 
Lemonade (Special diet options 
available by advance request.)

Tickets: $32

W-117 Build Membership 
and Participation with Small 
Groups and SIGs
Cari A. Taplin, CG
Creating benefits that attract 
and keep members will 
strengthen any genealogical 
society. Small study groups or 
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 
reach members on a more 
personal level and focus on 
topics of interest to them. Learn 
how to build strong small study 
groups and SIGs. (B/I/A)

W-124 Putting the Customer 
Back in Customer Service—
Strategies for 21st Century 
Organizations
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation will explore 
how a focus on good customer 
service will bring organizations 
in the genealogy space more 
members and move them from 
surviving to thriving. (B/I)

W-131 How to Ask for Money: 
Fundraising for Genealogical 
Societies
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Fundraising does not often 
come easily for everyone, yet 
it is an essential component to 
running a successful nonprofit 
organization. Learn how to 
elevate your comfort level 
in asking for funds, identify 
grants, and develop donor-
friendly initiatives for your 
society. (B/I/A)

Members & 
Volunteers

Event - 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
W-138 Gateway Clipper 
Dinner Cruise
Board the Gateway Clipper 
Princess at the convention 
center for a dinner cruise along 
Pittsburgh’s three rivers. 

For convenience, the Gateway 
Clipper Princess will pick us 
up at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center. Boarding 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will 
depart the dock at 6:30 p.m.

See additional details on 
page 4.
Sponsored and hosted 
by Western Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Society

Tickets: $45 (space is limited; 
cash bar available)

Programs & 
Events

W-103 Your Society Can’t 
Afford to Do a Seminar? 
Here’s How! 
Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, 
FUGA
A seminar could bring new 
members, volunteers, and 
funding for projects. This 
session addresses ways to 
be successful financially 
without much effort, once 
guidelines are established. 
Most groups can truly afford 
to bring in a well-known and 
knowledgeable speaker and 
plan a great seminar. (B/I/A)

W-110 Hosting a Society 
Heirloom Roadshow or 
Preservation Workshop 
Denise May Levenick, MA
Engage and energize your 
members by leveraging local 
experts to join genealogy 
speakers for interactive 
programs on preserving family 
heirlooms and keepsakes. 
(B/I/A)

W-118 Dynamic 
Programming for Societies
Teri E. Flack, MA, MBA, FTxSGS
Educational programs are 
central to the mission of 
genealogical societies. Learn 
innovative and creative ways 
to develop dynamic education 
programs that can revitalize 
your society. (B/I/A)

W-125 Expanding Your 
Horizons: Taking Your Society 
on the Road
Carla S. Cegielski
Local field trips and excursions 
to distant repositories play an 
important role in a society’s 
educational offerings. 
Learn to plan and execute 
these important teaching 
opportunities. (B/I/A)

W-132 DNA and Your 
Genealogical Society
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
DNA is here to stay, and your 
members are asking about 
it. It is a unique opportunity 
to attract new members with 
much-needed educational 
programming, yet many 
genealogical societies 
are ignoring the valuable 
opportunity. Let’s review what 
other genealogical societies are 
doing to educate members and 
explore ways you can engage 
your members. (B)

Programs & 
Events

Projects

W-104 Eating an Elephant: 
Managing Large Projects
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL
Facing a large project is not 
so intimidating with good 
planning, the right tools, 
thoughtful analysis, and 
organization. (B/I/A)

W-111 The Mad Hatter: 
Managing Your Many 
Duties Through Project 
Management Software
Cheri Daniels, MSLS
As societies change and take 
on additional roles to meet 
community needs, duties 
naturally increase. See how 
project management software 
was a game changer and the key 
to one society’s success. (B)

W-119 Digitizing on a 
Dime: Digitization Basics 
for Individuals and Small 
Genealogical Societies 
Kristin Britanik
This presentation demonstrates 
the basics of digitization for 
your collection of historic 
photographs and documents. 
Learn best practices for 
creating and keeping digital 
files with limited resources. (B)

W-126 Creating a County 
Record Guide
Tina Lyons
Put your society’s knowledge 
into a printed or online 
guide to help members and 
nonmembers find records in 
your area. (B/I/A)

W-133 Preserving 
Genealogical Society Records
Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA, OGSF
Preservation of genealogical 
society records is an important 
aspect of society management. 
Learn how to preserve this 
valuable information for 
succeeding officers and 
members, and as a record of 
your organization for future 
researchers. (B)

Projects

Reaching Out

W-105 Your Society Is on 
Social Media. Now What?
Amy Johnson Crow, MLIS, CG, 
OGSF
Do you feel like your society 
isn’t getting all it can from 
social media? Is your Facebook 
page lonely? Learn what one 
society did to increase their 
performance and reach more 
people. (B/I/A)

W-112 10 HOT Tips to Create 
Publications Every Member 
Will Read 
Jill Morelli, CG 
Just named publications 
director but wonder how 
to improve legibility and 
readability? Learn ten tips for 
better graphical presentation of 
your society’s publications. (B)

W-120 Mining Your Content 
for Marketing Gold
Amy Johnson Crow, MLIS, CG, 
OGSF
Running low on ideas for your 
blog and social media? Turn 
to the content you’ve already 
created. Learn how to find 
marketing content in your 
books, databases, and special 
projects. (B/I/A)

W-127 Outdated Outreach: 
Breathing New Life into Our 
Outreach Approach
Cheri Daniels, MSLS
The challenge of attracting and 
engaging an ever-changing 
audience and/or member base 
has increased over the years and 
our previous methods can miss 
the mark. Learn new approaches 
that engage various groups and 
connect them through content-
based programming. (B)

W-134 Being the [Online] 
Regional Experts
Jen Baldwin
Cultivating the online 
reputation of your society can 
lead to increased exposure 
and membership. With the 
implementation of selected 
best practices, you can learn 
to control the online historical 
arena for your community. 
(B/I/A)
Sponsored by Findmypast

Reaching Out

Society Boards

W-106 Shared Spaces for 
Society Management
Rorey Cathcart
Learn the pitfalls, positive 
aspects, and possibilities 
of taking your society 
management meetings into 
the virtual spheres. (I)

W-113 Plain Spoken: 
Updating and Simplifying 
Your Society Bylaws
Randy Whited
Do the bylaws of your 
organization guide or hamper 
its actions? Are they hard to 
interpret or perhaps ignored 
altogether? Let’s tackle how to 
clean up ambiguous language, 
make use of other guiding 
documents, and get our bylaws 
working for us. (B/I/A)

W-121 Grant Writing Success 
for Societies
Tina Beaird, MLS
Grant writing can be a 
daunting task for small 
societies and museums. Learn 
how to find grant opportunities 
online, define various types of 
grants, and decode a typical 
application process. Tina will 
share strategies on raising your 
application to the top of the 
pile and winning that grant! (B)

W-128 Oh, Those Pesky 
Minutes and Motions
Jane Haldeman
The minutes are taken, 
approved, and filed. Do we 
ever go back and look at them? 
Should we? Absolutely! They are 
the history of the society. Board 
members move on and we 
forget what was decided and 
voted on. We must review, and 
by law, we must follow what 
those before us decided. (B/I/A)

W-135 Conduct Meetings 
Every Board Member Wants 
to Attend!
Jill Morelli, CG
Meetings! Meetings! Meetings! 
Learn how to plan and manage 
an efficient and effective 
society meeting and how to 
keep any meeting on track. (I)

Society Boards

Websites

W-107 Creating Your Society’s 
Website Using WordPress
Carla S. Cegielski
A WordPress site can start small 
and grow to meet the wants 
and needs of your society. (B/I)

W-114 Creating Quality 
Databases for Your Society 
Website
Tina Lyons
Discover ideas for online 
databases for your society’s 
members and tips and tricks  
for creating them. (B/I/A)

W-122 Building Your Society’s 
Digital Library
Jen Baldwin
Societies are increasingly 
creating and maintaining 
digital collections. Learn about 
best practices, overcoming 
financial obstacles, choosing 
your nonprofit or for-profit 
partners, and the necessary 
technology to achieving digital 
success. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by Findmypast

W-129 Calling All Members: 
Your Society’s Website Needs 
Help
Cyndi Ingle
A society’s website should be 
as diverse as its offerings and 
its membership. Is it time for 
you to give it a critical look and 
help overhaul your site? What 
can you do to help? (B/I)

W-136 Nobody Can Find 
My Website! Intro to Search 
Engine Optimization and 
Analysis Tools 
Reed Powell
Search engines are the number 
one source of traffic to most 
websites. This lecture covers the 
methods that search engines 
use to determine which sites 
to refer searchers to, and what 
can be done to maximize your 
website’s exposure to this 
massive audience. (B/I)

Websites

Discussion 
Groups

W-108 Delegate 101
FGS Board Members
Join FGS leadership to discuss 
your role as a society delegate 
and how to get the most out of 
your society’s FGS membership. 
(B/I/A)

W-115 Social Media & Marketing
FGS Board Members
Do you have questions about 
best practices for social media? 
Discuss social media and 
marketing issues facing today’s 
society. (B/I/A)

W-123 Publications
FGS Board Members
Do you have problems finding 
content for newsletters or 
journals? Are you considering 
moving from print to digital? 
Discuss issues your society has 
with publications. (B/I/A)

W-130 Conflict Resolution
FGS Board Members
Differing opinions among 
board members can cause 
conflict that becomes 
detrimental to the society. 
Discuss ways to handle those 
situations. (B/I/A)

W-137 Open Floor
FGS Board Members 
Open floor discussion on 
any topic related to society 
management. (B/I/A)

Discussion 
Groups

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced

August 30, 2017
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Thursday
Keynote Session
8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

T-200 Take the Unexpected Bridge
Rick Sebak

When searching for 
information of any 
sort, from historic 
and genealogical 
to gastronomic and 
adventurous, often 
the best route is along 
unfamiliar roads and 
across unexpected 
bridges. Here in the City 
of Bridges, exploring 
and learning frequently 
mean that you find 
yourself crossing a span 
that you’ve never seen 

before. But that’s often what makes for good stories 
and surprise discoveries.

Popular Pittsburgh public TV producer Rick Sebak 
shares some of his tales of uncovering local secrets 
as well as details about his own family’s history. 
No matter what the topic, or where he goes to do 
research, he also likes to celebrate the good food he 
finds along the way.  

Rick Sebak makes unusual television programs. His 
slightly wacky documentaries now celebrate various 
aspects of modern American life and the unexpected 
charms of Pittsburgh. Audiences have learned to 
recognize his friendly narrative style and the unusual 
topics that he obviously loves. 

Since 1987 when he returned to his hometown of 
Pittsburgh to work at WQED, he has produced more than 
30 documentaries about the history, the neighborhoods, 
the buildings, the people, and the food of western 
Pennsylvania.  His programs include Kennywood 
Memories, Things That Aren’t There Anymore, and 
Pennsylvania Diners, among others. 

Rick has also put together more than a dozen national 
programs for PBS that celebrate various aspects of 
modern American culture from sandwiches to cemeteries. 
Rick was nominated for two prime-time Emmy® Awards 
for his work on Fred Rogers:  America’s Favorite 
Neighbor.  He has received numerous local awards and 
recognitions, including ten regional Emmy® Awards and 
an honorary doctorate from Seton Hill University. 

Tracks 11:00 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Workshops & Seminars

Methodology

T-202 Using “Correlation” to Reveal 
Facts That No Record States
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FUGA, FNGS
Through explanation and examples, 
attendees will learn to compare and 
contrast genealogical evidence and 
information to reveal unrecorded events 
and relationships in their ancestors’ 
lives. (I/A)

T-209 FamilySearch Luncheon: 
FamilySearch Historical Records: An 
Inside Look at Acquiring, Preserving & 
Sharing Records
Stephen Valentine
An inside look at recent breakthroughs 
in how FamilySearch aquires, preserves, 
and shares records. 

T-210 International Society for 
British Genealogy and Family History 
Luncheon: Iklamore? What Did You 
Say?
David McDonald, DMin, CG
We are divided only by a common 
language.

T-211 Association of Professional 
Genealogists Luncheon: Professional 
Ethics: Yes, No, Maybe and Maybe 
Not?
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Genealogists deal with sensitive issues 
all the time: how to handle family 
secrets, what to say about living people, 
crediting the work of others. It isn’t 
easy navigating the ethical challenges 
involved in trying to solve family history 
mysteries in the 21st century, but our 
professional ethics code can help us 
decide when to say yes or no, and when 
to say maybe . . . or maybe not.

T-212 National Genealogical Society 
Luncheon: Paths to Our Past
Jan Alpert, FNGS
Learn how NGS can help you disover 
and explore the paths to your past.

Menu
Grilled Chicken Salad with Ranch and 
Balsamic Dressings; Apple Pie; Coffee, 
Iced Tea, Lemonade (Special diet options 
available by advance request.)

Tickets: $32

T-213 Critical Thinking in 
Genealogical Research: A Case Study 
Using Oral History 
Deborah Abbott, PhD
This case study will provide an 
opportunity to use your detective skills to 
discern fact from fiction in a family’s oral 
history.  The goal is to reconstruct a family 
that never appears in the US census as 
a family unit. The case study focuses on 
evidence, correlation, and analysis. (B/I/A)

T-220 Strategies to Kick-Start Your 
Research
Teri E. Flack, MA, MBA, FTxSGS
Research at a dead end? Discover 
techniques and strategies to get your 
research moving in the right direction. (I)

T-227 When Sources Don’t Agree, 
Then What? 
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FUGA, FNGS
Attendees will learn why and how 
genealogical sources disagree and 
how to detect the “truth.” They also will 
learn three ways to resolve conflicting 
genealogical evidence and how to 
present the resolution in a polished 
genealogical product. (I/A)

Methodology

Workshop 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
T-234 Caring for Keepsakes
Denise May Levenick, MA
Bring your questions to this hands-
on preservation workshop to learn 
how to archive family Bibles, photo 
albums and scrapbooks, quilts, 
documents, and memorabilia. Explore 
best practices for digitizing photos, 
documents, and awkward artifacts. 
Learn how to construct simple archival 
containers to hold books and fragile 
documents. (B/I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Interactive Seminar - 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.
T-235 BCG Certification Seminar
Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG; Judy G. 
Russell, JD, CG, CGL; Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, 
FUGA
If you are curious about the Board 
for Certification of Genealogists, how 
it can help you, and the application 
process and requirements, then this is 
the interactive session for you! (B/I/A)
Sponsord by Board for Certification of 
Genealogists

Records

T-203 Technology for Deciphering 
Foreign Language Records
Randy Whited
Once we have identified the origin 
of our immigrant ancestors, we are 
faced with the task of continuing our 
research in an unfamiliar language. This 
presentation will show you how to use 
tools to decipher those records. (B)

T-214 Using NARA’s Finding Aids and 
Website
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Take advantage of a former Washington-
area resident’s NARA experience. This 
session was created with the outside-
the-Beltway, remote NARA researcher 
in mind. (I)

T-221 Directories: An Indispensable 
Research Guide to Individuals, 
Families, and Communities 
Rorey Cathcart
Learn effective strategies for using 
directories to sort same-name 
individuals, connect families, and study 
communities to break down brick walls. 
(B/I)

T-228 Did Your Ancestors Own Slaves?
Janice Lovelace, PhD
Do you have pre-Civil War ancestors?  
Might they have owned slaves? This 
presentation discusses researching 
prewar censuses, wills, court 
proceedings, business records, and 
newspapers for information. (I)

Records

Land & Taxes

T-204 Using Maps to Further Your 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Research
Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Discover web-based map resources 
as well as important repositories. See 
examples of a variety of maps integrated 
in a genealogical context. Types of maps 
will be described and locating places 
demonstrated. (I)

T-215 Making Sense of Metes and 
Bounds
Chris Staats
Rocks? A stump? An oak tree? Isn’t a perch 
a fish? Beginning at a place of confusion, 
thence to a point of understanding, learn 
to conquer the difficulties encountered 
when working with metes and bounds.  
Terminology, platting basics, and tips for 
locating properties on a map will all be 
covered. (B/I/A)

T-222 My Taxes Were Due When? 
Using Delinquent Tax Lists and 
Release Books
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
If paying taxes is not your favorite 
pastime, then your ancestors may have 
avoided taxes as well. Learn to use their 
delay in paying as a tool to finding those 
pesky family members. Tax records can 
tell us much more than about property. 
(I/A)

T-229 Finding Your Ancestor in 
Military Bounty Land Applications 
Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Many bounty land records rival pension 
records in their value. Find these records 
and locate bounty land, including state 
bounty land. Explore the records using 
new online tools. (I/A)

Land & Taxes

Immigrant/
Ethnic

T-205 Scottish Covenanters to New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania 1680–1780
Tina Beaird, MLS
Hundreds of “Scots Worthies” were cast 
out of Scotland to the Colonies during 
the Killing Time (1680–1688) and many 
more left in the years that followed.  
Religious freedom was at the heart of 
battle between the Scottish Presbyterian 
Covenanters and the British Crown. Many 
of those men and their families arrived 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Learn 
clues to tracking down these families 
using UK and US sources. (A)

T-216 One Family, Three Journeys
David Laskin
How one family embodied the sweep of 
20th century Jewish history, including 
migration from the Russian Pale to the 
US, the founding of the State of Israel, 
and the Holocaust. (B/I/A) 
Pamela Weisberger Memorial Lecture

Sponsored by Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Los Angeles

T-223 Finding and Using German 
Church Records
Michael Lacopo, DVM
Many of us have German-speaking, 
European ancestors but are afraid to 
tackle the next step across the Atlantic. 
Your lecturer will show examples of 
German church records, how to decipher 
them, and how to overcome the fear 
of German script. More importantly, 
learn the vital step necessary to find the 
records you are seeking! (I/A)

T-230 History and Geography:  Tools 
for Getting Around Brick Walls in 
Eastern Europe Research
Amy Wachs, JD
Using Eastern Europe as an example, 
this presentation will offer guidance for 
using a region’s historical events and 
geography to help fill in gaps and move 
past brick walls. (I/A)

Immigrant/
Ethnic

DNA

T-206 Getting Started with DNA
Janice Lovelace, PhD
Autosomal, mitochondrial, Y-DNA—
what do these terms mean and where 
do you start?  This session focuses on the 
basics of genetic genealogy as it takes 
a beginning look at DNA testing for the 
genealogist. (B/I)
Sponsored by MyHeritage

T-217 Organizing Your GENETIC 
Genealogy
Diahan Southard
In this lecture we will discuss various 
methods for keeping track of your DNA 
matches—especially your autosomal DNA 
matches. We will first discuss what kind 
of information you need to keep track 
of, and why. We will cover the basics of 
Excel, Word, and e-mail.  We will talk about 
tools like Evernote and Transpose that can 
help you standardize your organization.  
This lecture will leave you armed and 
dangerous, ready to identify your best 
autosomal DNA matches and begin to 
move forward with the real genealogy 
business of making connections. (B/I)
Sponsored by MyHeritage

T-224 Advanced Third-Party Tools 
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
Together we will examine some of 
the advanced tools from GEDmatch, 
DNAGedcom, and others. We will also 
examine some of the new third-party 
tools that have launched in the past  
year or so. (I/A)

T-231 Why oh Y-DNA for Genealogy—
Basics of Y-DNA Testing 
Gale French
This class will introduce you to Y-DNA 
and how it is used in genealogy. Y-DNA 
testing is the process of getting your 
Y-chromosome results for comparing 
with other testers. The Y-DNA test offers 
males a clear path from you to a known 
or likely direct paternal ancestor(s). It is 
great for genealogists wanting to confirm 
a paternal line.  The course will also show 
how women can use the test by recruiting 
a father, brother, cousin, or uncle to do 
the test.  Good genealogy is verified by 
an accurate paper trail; great genealogy is 
supported by DNA results. (B)
Sponsored by Family Tree DNA 

DNA

Military

T-207 Anatomy of a Pension File
Tony Burroughs, FUGA
What are the hidden messages of 
government abbreviations, notations, 
and bureaucracy in pension files? 
Understanding the documents, the 
pension process, and processing 
information will squeeze the most out  
of a military pension file. (I/A)

T-218 Colonial War Research
David Allen Lambert
This lecture will discuss and cover 
research techniques for researching 
pre-Revolutionary War military records 
in the 17th and 18th centuries. Includes 
examples of using state and local 
sources to understand the service of 
your ancestor’s military service. (B)
Sponsored by New England Historic 
Genealogical Society 

T-225 My Father’s War: World War II 
Research 
Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA, OGSF
Due to loss of many World War II military 
service records, World War II research 
is often difficult. This presentation will 
provide an overview of researching 
the military service of a World War II 
veteran. (B/I)

T-232 Military Men, Pacifists, and the 
Women They Loved: Tracking Down 
the Revolutionary War Generation
Maureen Taylor, MA
Explore resources and repositories 
for researching Revolutionary War 
ancestors. Case studies illustrate how to 
build a bio of those ancestors. (B)

Military

Regional

T-208 Tackling the “Born in 
Pennsylvania” Problem
James M. Beidler
Many researchers will find their research 
extends to an ancestor said to be “born 
in Pennsylvania” without additional 
information. Learn the strategies for 
making the needle bigger and the 
haystack smaller in this type of search! (B)

T-219 Navigating the Draper 
Manuscripts: Paths of Migration
Cheri Daniels, MSLS
One resource of early westward 
settlement and migration is the Draper 
Manuscripts. Lyman Copeland Draper 
grew up around those who had settled 
the new western territories. These 
stories impressed an urgent need of 
documentation upon Draper. The result 
was a collection of eyewitness accounts 
of migration, settlement, and war. Learn 
the challenges associated with using 
this multi-indexed resource and why a 
thorough approach can identify ancestors 
obscured by the path of migration. (I)

T-226 Pennsylvania Vital Records and 
Their Substitutes
Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS
An introduction to the practice of 
records research in Pennsylvania, 
beginning with an overview of 
Pennsylvania recordkeeping history, 
focusing on sources for vital records, 
and moving on to substitute sources 
such as church and cemetery records, 
newspapers, and city directories. 
Repositories such as courthouses, 
state archives, and libraries will also be 
reviewed. (B)

T-233 Coal & Steel: Industrial-era 
Migration
David McDonald, DMin, CG
Industrial workers of the late 19th 
century often followed developing 
plants and mills from one part of the 
country to another. Considers workers 
in the Midwest and in the greater 
Pittsburgh area and the migrations 
between those communities. (B/I/A)

Regional

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced

Thursday

Exhibit Hall Grand 
Opening
Join us for the grand opening of the exhibit hall 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Enjoy an hour-and-a-half before 
the first session of the day to peruse the exhibit hall at 
your leisure.
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August 31, 2017
Tracks 11:00 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Workshops & Seminars

Methodology

T-202 Using “Correlation” to Reveal 
Facts That No Record States
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FUGA, FNGS
Through explanation and examples, 
attendees will learn to compare and 
contrast genealogical evidence and 
information to reveal unrecorded events 
and relationships in their ancestors’ 
lives. (I/A)

T-209 FamilySearch Luncheon: 
FamilySearch Historical Records: An 
Inside Look at Acquiring, Preserving & 
Sharing Records
Stephen Valentine
An inside look at recent breakthroughs 
in how FamilySearch aquires, preserves, 
and shares records. 

T-210 International Society for 
British Genealogy and Family History 
Luncheon: Iklamore? What Did You 
Say?
David McDonald, DMin, CG
We are divided only by a common 
language.

T-211 Association of Professional 
Genealogists Luncheon: Professional 
Ethics: Yes, No, Maybe and Maybe 
Not?
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Genealogists deal with sensitive issues 
all the time: how to handle family 
secrets, what to say about living people, 
crediting the work of others. It isn’t 
easy navigating the ethical challenges 
involved in trying to solve family history 
mysteries in the 21st century, but our 
professional ethics code can help us 
decide when to say yes or no, and when 
to say maybe . . . or maybe not.

T-212 National Genealogical Society 
Luncheon: Paths to Our Past
Jan Alpert, FNGS
Learn how NGS can help you disover 
and explore the paths to your past.

Menu
Grilled Chicken Salad with Ranch and 
Balsamic Dressings; Apple Pie; Coffee, 
Iced Tea, Lemonade (Special diet options 
available by advance request.)

Tickets: $32

T-213 Critical Thinking in 
Genealogical Research: A Case Study 
Using Oral History 
Deborah Abbott, PhD
This case study will provide an 
opportunity to use your detective skills to 
discern fact from fiction in a family’s oral 
history.  The goal is to reconstruct a family 
that never appears in the US census as 
a family unit. The case study focuses on 
evidence, correlation, and analysis. (B/I/A)

T-220 Strategies to Kick-Start Your 
Research
Teri E. Flack, MA, MBA, FTxSGS
Research at a dead end? Discover 
techniques and strategies to get your 
research moving in the right direction. (I)

T-227 When Sources Don’t Agree, 
Then What? 
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FUGA, FNGS
Attendees will learn why and how 
genealogical sources disagree and 
how to detect the “truth.” They also will 
learn three ways to resolve conflicting 
genealogical evidence and how to 
present the resolution in a polished 
genealogical product. (I/A)

Methodology

Workshop 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
T-234 Caring for Keepsakes
Denise May Levenick, MA
Bring your questions to this hands-
on preservation workshop to learn 
how to archive family Bibles, photo 
albums and scrapbooks, quilts, 
documents, and memorabilia. Explore 
best practices for digitizing photos, 
documents, and awkward artifacts. 
Learn how to construct simple archival 
containers to hold books and fragile 
documents. (B/I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Interactive Seminar - 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.
T-235 BCG Certification Seminar
Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG; Judy G. 
Russell, JD, CG, CGL; Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, 
FUGA
If you are curious about the Board 
for Certification of Genealogists, how 
it can help you, and the application 
process and requirements, then this is 
the interactive session for you! (B/I/A)
Sponsord by Board for Certification of 
Genealogists

Records

T-203 Technology for Deciphering 
Foreign Language Records
Randy Whited
Once we have identified the origin 
of our immigrant ancestors, we are 
faced with the task of continuing our 
research in an unfamiliar language. This 
presentation will show you how to use 
tools to decipher those records. (B)

T-214 Using NARA’s Finding Aids and 
Website
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Take advantage of a former Washington-
area resident’s NARA experience. This 
session was created with the outside-
the-Beltway, remote NARA researcher 
in mind. (I)

T-221 Directories: An Indispensable 
Research Guide to Individuals, 
Families, and Communities 
Rorey Cathcart
Learn effective strategies for using 
directories to sort same-name 
individuals, connect families, and study 
communities to break down brick walls. 
(B/I)

T-228 Did Your Ancestors Own Slaves?
Janice Lovelace, PhD
Do you have pre-Civil War ancestors?  
Might they have owned slaves? This 
presentation discusses researching 
prewar censuses, wills, court 
proceedings, business records, and 
newspapers for information. (I)

Records

Land & Taxes

T-204 Using Maps to Further Your 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Research
Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Discover web-based map resources 
as well as important repositories. See 
examples of a variety of maps integrated 
in a genealogical context. Types of maps 
will be described and locating places 
demonstrated. (I)

T-215 Making Sense of Metes and 
Bounds
Chris Staats
Rocks? A stump? An oak tree? Isn’t a perch 
a fish? Beginning at a place of confusion, 
thence to a point of understanding, learn 
to conquer the difficulties encountered 
when working with metes and bounds.  
Terminology, platting basics, and tips for 
locating properties on a map will all be 
covered. (B/I/A)

T-222 My Taxes Were Due When? 
Using Delinquent Tax Lists and 
Release Books
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
If paying taxes is not your favorite 
pastime, then your ancestors may have 
avoided taxes as well. Learn to use their 
delay in paying as a tool to finding those 
pesky family members. Tax records can 
tell us much more than about property. 
(I/A)

T-229 Finding Your Ancestor in 
Military Bounty Land Applications 
Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Many bounty land records rival pension 
records in their value. Find these records 
and locate bounty land, including state 
bounty land. Explore the records using 
new online tools. (I/A)

Land & Taxes

Immigrant/
Ethnic

T-205 Scottish Covenanters to New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania 1680–1780
Tina Beaird, MLS
Hundreds of “Scots Worthies” were cast 
out of Scotland to the Colonies during 
the Killing Time (1680–1688) and many 
more left in the years that followed.  
Religious freedom was at the heart of 
battle between the Scottish Presbyterian 
Covenanters and the British Crown. Many 
of those men and their families arrived 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Learn 
clues to tracking down these families 
using UK and US sources. (A)

T-216 One Family, Three Journeys
David Laskin
How one family embodied the sweep of 
20th century Jewish history, including 
migration from the Russian Pale to the 
US, the founding of the State of Israel, 
and the Holocaust. (B/I/A) 
Pamela Weisberger Memorial Lecture

Sponsored by Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Los Angeles

T-223 Finding and Using German 
Church Records
Michael Lacopo, DVM
Many of us have German-speaking, 
European ancestors but are afraid to 
tackle the next step across the Atlantic. 
Your lecturer will show examples of 
German church records, how to decipher 
them, and how to overcome the fear 
of German script. More importantly, 
learn the vital step necessary to find the 
records you are seeking! (I/A)

T-230 History and Geography:  Tools 
for Getting Around Brick Walls in 
Eastern Europe Research
Amy Wachs, JD
Using Eastern Europe as an example, 
this presentation will offer guidance for 
using a region’s historical events and 
geography to help fill in gaps and move 
past brick walls. (I/A)

Immigrant/
Ethnic

DNA

T-206 Getting Started with DNA
Janice Lovelace, PhD
Autosomal, mitochondrial, Y-DNA—
what do these terms mean and where 
do you start?  This session focuses on the 
basics of genetic genealogy as it takes 
a beginning look at DNA testing for the 
genealogist. (B/I)
Sponsored by MyHeritage

T-217 Organizing Your GENETIC 
Genealogy
Diahan Southard
In this lecture we will discuss various 
methods for keeping track of your DNA 
matches—especially your autosomal DNA 
matches. We will first discuss what kind 
of information you need to keep track 
of, and why. We will cover the basics of 
Excel, Word, and e-mail.  We will talk about 
tools like Evernote and Transpose that can 
help you standardize your organization.  
This lecture will leave you armed and 
dangerous, ready to identify your best 
autosomal DNA matches and begin to 
move forward with the real genealogy 
business of making connections. (B/I)
Sponsored by MyHeritage

T-224 Advanced Third-Party Tools 
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
Together we will examine some of 
the advanced tools from GEDmatch, 
DNAGedcom, and others. We will also 
examine some of the new third-party 
tools that have launched in the past  
year or so. (I/A)

T-231 Why oh Y-DNA for Genealogy—
Basics of Y-DNA Testing 
Gale French
This class will introduce you to Y-DNA 
and how it is used in genealogy. Y-DNA 
testing is the process of getting your 
Y-chromosome results for comparing 
with other testers. The Y-DNA test offers 
males a clear path from you to a known 
or likely direct paternal ancestor(s). It is 
great for genealogists wanting to confirm 
a paternal line.  The course will also show 
how women can use the test by recruiting 
a father, brother, cousin, or uncle to do 
the test.  Good genealogy is verified by 
an accurate paper trail; great genealogy is 
supported by DNA results. (B)
Sponsored by Family Tree DNA 

DNA

Military

T-207 Anatomy of a Pension File
Tony Burroughs, FUGA
What are the hidden messages of 
government abbreviations, notations, 
and bureaucracy in pension files? 
Understanding the documents, the 
pension process, and processing 
information will squeeze the most out  
of a military pension file. (I/A)

T-218 Colonial War Research
David Allen Lambert
This lecture will discuss and cover 
research techniques for researching 
pre-Revolutionary War military records 
in the 17th and 18th centuries. Includes 
examples of using state and local 
sources to understand the service of 
your ancestor’s military service. (B)
Sponsored by New England Historic 
Genealogical Society 

T-225 My Father’s War: World War II 
Research 
Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA, OGSF
Due to loss of many World War II military 
service records, World War II research 
is often difficult. This presentation will 
provide an overview of researching 
the military service of a World War II 
veteran. (B/I)

T-232 Military Men, Pacifists, and the 
Women They Loved: Tracking Down 
the Revolutionary War Generation
Maureen Taylor, MA
Explore resources and repositories 
for researching Revolutionary War 
ancestors. Case studies illustrate how to 
build a bio of those ancestors. (B)

Military

Regional

T-208 Tackling the “Born in 
Pennsylvania” Problem
James M. Beidler
Many researchers will find their research 
extends to an ancestor said to be “born 
in Pennsylvania” without additional 
information. Learn the strategies for 
making the needle bigger and the 
haystack smaller in this type of search! (B)

T-219 Navigating the Draper 
Manuscripts: Paths of Migration
Cheri Daniels, MSLS
One resource of early westward 
settlement and migration is the Draper 
Manuscripts. Lyman Copeland Draper 
grew up around those who had settled 
the new western territories. These 
stories impressed an urgent need of 
documentation upon Draper. The result 
was a collection of eyewitness accounts 
of migration, settlement, and war. Learn 
the challenges associated with using 
this multi-indexed resource and why a 
thorough approach can identify ancestors 
obscured by the path of migration. (I)

T-226 Pennsylvania Vital Records and 
Their Substitutes
Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS
An introduction to the practice of 
records research in Pennsylvania, 
beginning with an overview of 
Pennsylvania recordkeeping history, 
focusing on sources for vital records, 
and moving on to substitute sources 
such as church and cemetery records, 
newspapers, and city directories. 
Repositories such as courthouses, 
state archives, and libraries will also be 
reviewed. (B)

T-233 Coal & Steel: Industrial-era 
Migration
David McDonald, DMin, CG
Industrial workers of the late 19th 
century often followed developing 
plants and mills from one part of the 
country to another. Considers workers 
in the Midwest and in the greater 
Pittsburgh area and the migrations 
between those communities. (B/I/A)

Regional

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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Friday
Tracks 8:00 a.M. 9:30 a.M. 11:00 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Workshops & Seminars

Analysis

F-301 Why You Don’t Find Your 
Ancestors
Tony Burroughs, FUGA
Genealogy databases have billions 
of names. But after searching online 
you often can’t find your ancestors in 
the databases. However, they still may 
be there. Why is that? There are many 
reasons but many of the answers may 
surprise you. (B/I/A)

F-308 Remedies for Copy & Paste 
Genealogy
Cyndi Ingle
Family trees and the information 
they contain are easily copied and 
republished by others online. This 
means errors are duplicated many 
times over. We will discuss solutions for 
dealing with these issues. (B/I)

F-315 Making Timelines Work for You
Jill Morelli, CG
Timelines clarify research problems, 
provide an outline for family history 
narratives, or compare similar data 
across years. Learn how to make them 
work for you. (B/I)

F-322 Exhibit Hall Lunch:  
Eat, Explore, Shop
The lunch break is devoted to the 
exhibit hall with a catered boxed lunch 
served inside the hall.

Menu
Choice of Smoked Turkey on Brioche 
with Bacon, Tomato, Lettuce, and Herb 
Aioli; Ham and Swiss on Pretzel Bread 
with Lettuce, Tomato, and Dijonnaise; 
or “ZLT” Flatbread Sandwich with 
Grilled Zucchini, Tomatoes, Jalapeño 
Jack Cheese, and Sun-dried Tomato 
Pesto; Whole Fruit; Bag of Chips; Fresh 
Baked Cookie; Iced Tea, Lemonade, 
Water. (Special diet options available by 
advance request.)

Tickets: Included with all full 
conference registrations. If you do not 
register for the full conference, you may 
purchase a ticket for $29. 

F-323 Seeing the Patterns: Organizing 
and Visualizing the Evidence 
Teri E. Flack, MA, MBA, FTxSGS
We gather lots of information, data, 
and evidence in our research. Organize 
and visualize data using timelines, 
chronologies, charts, and tables to 
compare, correlate, and analyze 
evidence; discover gaps and missing 
information; and uncover new trails for 
research. (I)

F-330 How Do You Know What 
You Know? Moving Beyond Your 
Genealogy Database
Chris Staats
Genealogical databases are a great tool 
to store and maintain our family tree. 
However, they don’t accurately reflect 
the most important thing we do as 
researchers—think, analyze, and explain. 
Databases are simply a list of sources 
and conclusions. Learn to document the 
reasoning that connects those sources 
and conclusions. (B/I)

F-337 When Does Newfound Evidence 
Overturn a Proved Conclusion? 
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FUGA, FNGS
Even thorough research misses relevant 
sources. What are the options when 
useful information or DNA test results 
appear after a researcher establishes a 
conclusion? (I/A)

Analysis

Workshop 8:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m.
F-344 Connecting the DNA Dots
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD; Angie Bush, 
MS; Diahan Southard
This workshop is designed to help 
participants maximize the use of their 
DNA test results to answer genealogical 
questions. There will be discussion of 
types of DNA tests available and examples 
of genealogical questions they may help 
to answer. Participants will also learn how 
to review and evaluate their own results, 
join appropriate surname or haplogroup 
projects, and upload their data to other 
testing services and websites. Lastly, 
participants will determine other family 
members to test and how those tests may 
benefit their genealogical research. (B/I)
WiFi Sponsored by Ancestry 
ProGenealogists

Tickets: $60 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
F-345 What Next? Hands-on 
Research Planning 
Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
Analysis of information, recognition of 
detail gaps, and the creation of research 
goals form the basis for excellence in 
our quest. Success improves with careful 
planning, small group discussion, and 
proven techniques to develop step-
by-step research plans. This hands-on 
workshop involves a variety of records 
and geographic areas. (I)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Interactive Seminar - 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.
F-346 RPAC: Building Bridges with 
Your Legislators
Jan Meisels Allen; Jan Alpert, FNGS; Fred 
Moss, JD, LLM
Genealogists can make a difference. 
Learn the steps taken by PAHR 
beginning in 2007 that made death 
records available after 50 years and 
available online begining in 2014. (I)

Sponsored by Records Preservation and 
Access Committee

Records

F-302 Getting the Most Out of the 
DAR Genealogical Research System 
Stacie Newton, MLIS
The Genealogical Research System is an 
ever-expanding collection of databases 
created by the DAR. Understanding 
the nature of the records available and 
arrangement of the databases can help 
you get the most out of this valuable 
resource. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution

F-309 Casting the Net: Denominational 
and Ethnic Newspaper Research
Cari A. Taplin, CG
Newspapers are daily snapshots of our 
ancestor’s lives. Denominational and 
ethnic newspapers are no exception. 
Examine the broad spectrum, wide 
geographical reach, and history in 
religious and ethnic newspapers. 
Methods, techniques, and strategies for 
obtaining those items of interest will be 
demonstrated. (B/I)

F-316 Help Me Please: Government 
Claims and Unusual Pension Requests 
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Learn to find letters and requests 
to presidents, governors, or other 
governmental officers for your 
ancestors. Case studies will be  
presented along with hands-on 
activities. (I/A)

F-324 The Digital Public Library of 
America—A Genealogist’s Dream 
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation will explore the 
amazing resources found on the 
tremendous and rapidly growing DPLA 
website. The DPLA is one of the more 
exciting developments for twenty-first 
century genealogists. (B)

F-331 Researching Minorities & 
Women in the American Revolution 
Mary M. Tedesco
Minorities and women played important 
roles in the American Revolutionary War. 
Resources, repositories, and websites for 
researching these individuals and their 
involvement in the American Revolution 
will be discussed. (B)

F-338 Federal Records Relating to 
Rivers and Canals 
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Learn about federal records at NARA, 
Bureau of Land Management, and 
the Library of Congress that present 
a picture of development, traffic, and 
travel on rivers and canals. (I/A)

Records

Skills

F-303 Lost and Found Picture 
Reunions
Maureen Taylor, MA
In every flea market and antique shop 
are abandoned images often with 
names on them. Here’s how to reconnect 
those lost images with family and how 
to use photo reunion sites and social 
media to find your lost pictures. (B)

F-310 Smart Social Media for 
Genealogists
Mary M. Tedesco
Effective tips for Twitter, Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Pinterest, and other social 
networks to foster connections with 
fellow genealogists; boost blog 
readership, generate business leads,  
and more. (B)

F-317 Online Family Trees: Avoiding 
Pitfalls and Maximizing Possibilities 
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Many genealogists know the drawbacks 
of online family trees, but have you 
considered their benefits? Come see tips 
and tricks for getting the most out of the 
world’s online trees. (I)

F-325 Back to Basics: Research 
Planning and Execution Online 
Cyndi Ingle
You’ve been researching for years, but 
you find yourself repeating searches 
and looking at the same things over and 
over again online. You’re either spinning 
your wheels or reinventing the wheel, 
but either way you go round and round. 
We will discuss some strategies for 
planning your research and executing it 
efficiently, while keeping track of what 
you are currently doing and plan to do 
in the future. (B/I)

F-332 Working Together: 
Collaborative Genealogy 
Rorey Cathcart
Working together with other 
genealogists or family to advance our 
research and solve problems is a fun 
way to share our hobby. If you are 
working to connect with a DNA cousin, 
collaboration moves from optional to 
essential. From the simplest Google 
Doc to up-and-coming tree-sharing 
sites like Twile and Family.me, there 
are collaboration tools available for 
every level of genealogy and tech 
comfort. (B)

F-339 Our Family Soundtrack: 
Conducting Oral History Interviews 
Tina Beaird, MLS
Tina is a partner for the Veterans Oral 
History Project with the Library of 
Congress and has conducted dozens 
of interviews over the years. She will 
show you how to set up an oral history 
interview, what prep work should 
be done in advance, the types of 
equipment to use, and the questions to 
ask. She will explain best practices and 
share useful tips for getting the most out 
of your experience. (B)

Skills

African 
American

F-304 Enslaved African Americans in 
White Church Records: An Overlooked 
Source 
Wevonneda Minis
Slaves often attended their owners’ 
churches. Learn to use records of those 
churches for details about a slave’s 
parents, owners, attendance, dismissal, 
sale, and more. (I)

F-311 A Methodical Approach to Slave 
Research: A Case Study 
Deborah Abbott, PhD
Identifying slave families and their 
slaveholders can be challenging, but not 
impossible. Bridging the gap between the 
slavery era and freedom requires patience 
and perseverance.  This case study begins 
with the 1940 census and shows how 
information from all preceding censuses 
led to documents that revealed the 
identity of the slaveholder. (B/I/A)

F-318 Black and White Southern 
Families in Plantation Records 
Ari Wilkins
Learn about the abundance of 
genealogical information that can be 
found in plantation records and how to 
research the collection. (I/A)

F-326 “Deemed a Runaway”: Black 
Laws of the North 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Slavery’s force was felt far north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line, and the Black Laws of 
northern states created valuable records 
for tracing African American families. 
(B/I/A)

F-333 Freedmen’s Bureau Labor 
Contracts: A Closer Look 
Wevonneda Minis
Researching Freedmen’s Bureau labor 
contracts can provide more than lists of 
ancestors’ names. Analyzing them can 
yield information with evidence to solve 
genealogical problems. (I) 
James Dent Walker Memorial Lecture

F-340 Apprentice Records in African 
American Research 
Ari Wilkins
Learn how to research and analyze 
apprentice records for children of 
color. (I) African 

American

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

F-305 Scottish Civil Registration: How 
to Access, Use, and Interpret
Paul Milner
Civil registration begins in 1855 with 
rapidly changing requirements and 
records. Learn how to use the indexing 
tools and interpret the information 
provided on the certificates to find 
additional ancestors. (B/I/A)

F-312 Methods for Identifying 
the German Origins of American 
Immigrants
Michael Lacopo, DVM
If all you know from conventional 
records is “Germany” as a place of 
origin, then this lecture will help you 
mine other resources to locate WHERE 
in Germany your ancestor came from. 
Learn simple tricks to isolate your 
ancestor’s home town, and discover 
record groups you may not be using to 
find your German place of origin. (I/A)

F-319 From Ulster to Pennsylvania
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session discusses the migration 
of the Ulster Scots from Northern 
Ireland to the Americas, particularly 
their migration into Pennsylvania 
and the social history, migration, and 
background that surround their exodus 
from the Old to the New World. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by FamilySearch

F-327 Introduction to Tracing Your 
Czech Roots 
Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide guidance 
for researching Czech ancestry in the US 
and Europe. (B)

F-334 Irish Maps and Tools for Finding 
the Right Place 
Paul Milner
Learn about the different ways 
to describe locations in Ireland, 
understand the creation of maps and 
the importance of the Irish Ordnance 
Survey, both physically and culturally. 
Learn about the different types of maps 
that exist and how to access and read 
them. (B/I/A)

F-341 Italian Americans: Find Your 
Roots in the Old Country 
Rich Venezia
Learn the basics of Italian records, what’s 
available and where, and tips and tricks 
for finding elusive ancestors. Discover 
your famiglia and make Nonna proud! 
(B/I)

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

Religion

F-306 Conducting African American 
Religious Research  
Tim Pinnick
Locating information on African 
American congregations can be 
frustrating. Learn important tips and 
strategies to overcome the lack of record 
preservation at the local level. (B/I/A)

F-313 Researching Your Jewish 
Ancestors in Pennsylvania
Tammy A. Hepps
Whether they lived in big cities like 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia or a small 
industrial town, your Jewish ancestors 
in Pennsylvania contributed to a state 
with one of the oldest and richest Jewish 
histories. Learn about the history of Jews 
in Pennsylvania, how to identify your 
ancestors in each wave of settlement, 
unique records repositories for each 
region, and techniques for using these 
records to trace your ancestors. (B/I/A)

F-320 Friendly Ancestors: An 
Introduction to Quakers for 
Genealogists
Elizabeth Ernst
An introduction to Quakers and 
Quakerism to help genealogists 
understand them better. (B)
Sponsored by National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution

F-328 Catholic Records: Genealogy’s 
Gold Standard
David McDonald, DMin, CG
An examination of the types of records 
kept, and the reasons they were made. 
(B/I/A)

F-335 Pennsylvania German Church 
Records 
James M. Beidler
An in-depth lecture talking about one 
of the richest ethnic record groups—
the baptisms, marriages, burials, and 
confirmations recorded by the pastors 
of the Germans who came to America in 
Colonial times. (B)

F-342 Mennonite Research: The 
Forgotten Swiss Germans
Michael Lacopo, DVM
The Mennonites came to America in two 
“waves”—primarily the 18th century 
migration from Germany to Pennsylvania 
and the 19th century migration from 
Switzerland to the Midwest. This 
group has a unique history and often 
is “forgotten” when the Pennsylvania 
“Deutch” are discussed as a whole. Learn 
how research techniques and repositories 
in America and Europe can help you 
locate your Anabaptist ancestor! (B/I/A)

Religion

Regional

F-307 Courting Pennsylvania: The 
Courts of the Keystone State
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Understanding the records of the courts 
closest to the average citizen is crucial 
to finding clues to family history in 
Pennsylvania and beyond. (I/A)

F-314 Gateway to the West: 
Researching in Ohio 
Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA, OGSF
Guidelines for researching in the 
Gateway to the West—Ohio. Areas 
covered include the township, county, 
and state levels, and where researchers 
can find the best genealogical records. 
Major repositories and how to access 
them will be discussed. (B/I)

F-321 What’s a Prothonotary?  Your 
Guide to Pennsylvania’s Courthouse 
Records 
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL
Learn to navigate successfully through 
original Pennsylvania courthouse 
records and their special indexes, only 
some of which are online. (B/I)

F-329 Treasures of the Ohio History 
Connection 
Elizabeth Plummer, MLIS, MA
Come and explore the rich treasure 
trove of records and materials at the 
Ohio History Connection. They include 
vital records, state government records, 
books, photographs, newspapers, maps, 
and much more. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by the Ohio History Connection

F-336 Wild, Wonderful West Virginia
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG
West Virginia has had more fun poked at 
it than nearly any other state. But, there 
are some vast resources there in the 
history of this, the “restored government 
of Virginia.” (B/I)

F-343 Researching Your Small 
Pennsylvania Town
Tammy A. Hepps
Though small towns may seem harder to 
research than cities, the manageable size 
provides unique records and approaches 
that reveal your ancestor’s life in context. 
Learn about different kinds of small 
towns in Pennsylvania, what kinds of 
people lived there, and what records 
each group left behind. (I/A)

Regional

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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Tracks 8:00 a.M. 9:30 a.M. 11:00 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Workshops & Seminars

Analysis

F-301 Why You Don’t Find Your 
Ancestors
Tony Burroughs, FUGA
Genealogy databases have billions 
of names. But after searching online 
you often can’t find your ancestors in 
the databases. However, they still may 
be there. Why is that? There are many 
reasons but many of the answers may 
surprise you. (B/I/A)

F-308 Remedies for Copy & Paste 
Genealogy
Cyndi Ingle
Family trees and the information 
they contain are easily copied and 
republished by others online. This 
means errors are duplicated many 
times over. We will discuss solutions for 
dealing with these issues. (B/I)

F-315 Making Timelines Work for You
Jill Morelli, CG
Timelines clarify research problems, 
provide an outline for family history 
narratives, or compare similar data 
across years. Learn how to make them 
work for you. (B/I)

F-322 Exhibit Hall Lunch:  
Eat, Explore, Shop
The lunch break is devoted to the 
exhibit hall with a catered boxed lunch 
served inside the hall.

Menu
Choice of Smoked Turkey on Brioche 
with Bacon, Tomato, Lettuce, and Herb 
Aioli; Ham and Swiss on Pretzel Bread 
with Lettuce, Tomato, and Dijonnaise; 
or “ZLT” Flatbread Sandwich with 
Grilled Zucchini, Tomatoes, Jalapeño 
Jack Cheese, and Sun-dried Tomato 
Pesto; Whole Fruit; Bag of Chips; Fresh 
Baked Cookie; Iced Tea, Lemonade, 
Water. (Special diet options available by 
advance request.)

Tickets: Included with all full 
conference registrations. If you do not 
register for the full conference, you may 
purchase a ticket for $29. 

F-323 Seeing the Patterns: Organizing 
and Visualizing the Evidence 
Teri E. Flack, MA, MBA, FTxSGS
We gather lots of information, data, 
and evidence in our research. Organize 
and visualize data using timelines, 
chronologies, charts, and tables to 
compare, correlate, and analyze 
evidence; discover gaps and missing 
information; and uncover new trails for 
research. (I)

F-330 How Do You Know What 
You Know? Moving Beyond Your 
Genealogy Database
Chris Staats
Genealogical databases are a great tool 
to store and maintain our family tree. 
However, they don’t accurately reflect 
the most important thing we do as 
researchers—think, analyze, and explain. 
Databases are simply a list of sources 
and conclusions. Learn to document the 
reasoning that connects those sources 
and conclusions. (B/I)

F-337 When Does Newfound Evidence 
Overturn a Proved Conclusion? 
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FUGA, FNGS
Even thorough research misses relevant 
sources. What are the options when 
useful information or DNA test results 
appear after a researcher establishes a 
conclusion? (I/A)

Analysis

Workshop 8:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m.
F-344 Connecting the DNA Dots
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD; Angie Bush, 
MS; Diahan Southard
This workshop is designed to help 
participants maximize the use of their 
DNA test results to answer genealogical 
questions. There will be discussion of 
types of DNA tests available and examples 
of genealogical questions they may help 
to answer. Participants will also learn how 
to review and evaluate their own results, 
join appropriate surname or haplogroup 
projects, and upload their data to other 
testing services and websites. Lastly, 
participants will determine other family 
members to test and how those tests may 
benefit their genealogical research. (B/I)
WiFi Sponsored by Ancestry 
ProGenealogists

Tickets: $60 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
F-345 What Next? Hands-on 
Research Planning 
Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
Analysis of information, recognition of 
detail gaps, and the creation of research 
goals form the basis for excellence in 
our quest. Success improves with careful 
planning, small group discussion, and 
proven techniques to develop step-
by-step research plans. This hands-on 
workshop involves a variety of records 
and geographic areas. (I)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Interactive Seminar - 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.
F-346 RPAC: Building Bridges with 
Your Legislators
Jan Meisels Allen; Jan Alpert, FNGS; Fred 
Moss, JD, LLM
Genealogists can make a difference. 
Learn the steps taken by PAHR 
beginning in 2007 that made death 
records available after 50 years and 
available online begining in 2014. (I)

Sponsored by Records Preservation and 
Access Committee

Records

F-302 Getting the Most Out of the 
DAR Genealogical Research System 
Stacie Newton, MLIS
The Genealogical Research System is an 
ever-expanding collection of databases 
created by the DAR. Understanding 
the nature of the records available and 
arrangement of the databases can help 
you get the most out of this valuable 
resource. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution

F-309 Casting the Net: Denominational 
and Ethnic Newspaper Research
Cari A. Taplin, CG
Newspapers are daily snapshots of our 
ancestor’s lives. Denominational and 
ethnic newspapers are no exception. 
Examine the broad spectrum, wide 
geographical reach, and history in 
religious and ethnic newspapers. 
Methods, techniques, and strategies for 
obtaining those items of interest will be 
demonstrated. (B/I)

F-316 Help Me Please: Government 
Claims and Unusual Pension Requests 
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Learn to find letters and requests 
to presidents, governors, or other 
governmental officers for your 
ancestors. Case studies will be  
presented along with hands-on 
activities. (I/A)

F-324 The Digital Public Library of 
America—A Genealogist’s Dream 
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation will explore the 
amazing resources found on the 
tremendous and rapidly growing DPLA 
website. The DPLA is one of the more 
exciting developments for twenty-first 
century genealogists. (B)

F-331 Researching Minorities & 
Women in the American Revolution 
Mary M. Tedesco
Minorities and women played important 
roles in the American Revolutionary War. 
Resources, repositories, and websites for 
researching these individuals and their 
involvement in the American Revolution 
will be discussed. (B)

F-338 Federal Records Relating to 
Rivers and Canals 
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Learn about federal records at NARA, 
Bureau of Land Management, and 
the Library of Congress that present 
a picture of development, traffic, and 
travel on rivers and canals. (I/A)

Records

Skills

F-303 Lost and Found Picture 
Reunions
Maureen Taylor, MA
In every flea market and antique shop 
are abandoned images often with 
names on them. Here’s how to reconnect 
those lost images with family and how 
to use photo reunion sites and social 
media to find your lost pictures. (B)

F-310 Smart Social Media for 
Genealogists
Mary M. Tedesco
Effective tips for Twitter, Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Pinterest, and other social 
networks to foster connections with 
fellow genealogists; boost blog 
readership, generate business leads,  
and more. (B)

F-317 Online Family Trees: Avoiding 
Pitfalls and Maximizing Possibilities 
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Many genealogists know the drawbacks 
of online family trees, but have you 
considered their benefits? Come see tips 
and tricks for getting the most out of the 
world’s online trees. (I)

F-325 Back to Basics: Research 
Planning and Execution Online 
Cyndi Ingle
You’ve been researching for years, but 
you find yourself repeating searches 
and looking at the same things over and 
over again online. You’re either spinning 
your wheels or reinventing the wheel, 
but either way you go round and round. 
We will discuss some strategies for 
planning your research and executing it 
efficiently, while keeping track of what 
you are currently doing and plan to do 
in the future. (B/I)

F-332 Working Together: 
Collaborative Genealogy 
Rorey Cathcart
Working together with other 
genealogists or family to advance our 
research and solve problems is a fun 
way to share our hobby. If you are 
working to connect with a DNA cousin, 
collaboration moves from optional to 
essential. From the simplest Google 
Doc to up-and-coming tree-sharing 
sites like Twile and Family.me, there 
are collaboration tools available for 
every level of genealogy and tech 
comfort. (B)

F-339 Our Family Soundtrack: 
Conducting Oral History Interviews 
Tina Beaird, MLS
Tina is a partner for the Veterans Oral 
History Project with the Library of 
Congress and has conducted dozens 
of interviews over the years. She will 
show you how to set up an oral history 
interview, what prep work should 
be done in advance, the types of 
equipment to use, and the questions to 
ask. She will explain best practices and 
share useful tips for getting the most out 
of your experience. (B)

Skills

African 
American

F-304 Enslaved African Americans in 
White Church Records: An Overlooked 
Source 
Wevonneda Minis
Slaves often attended their owners’ 
churches. Learn to use records of those 
churches for details about a slave’s 
parents, owners, attendance, dismissal, 
sale, and more. (I)

F-311 A Methodical Approach to Slave 
Research: A Case Study 
Deborah Abbott, PhD
Identifying slave families and their 
slaveholders can be challenging, but not 
impossible. Bridging the gap between the 
slavery era and freedom requires patience 
and perseverance.  This case study begins 
with the 1940 census and shows how 
information from all preceding censuses 
led to documents that revealed the 
identity of the slaveholder. (B/I/A)

F-318 Black and White Southern 
Families in Plantation Records 
Ari Wilkins
Learn about the abundance of 
genealogical information that can be 
found in plantation records and how to 
research the collection. (I/A)

F-326 “Deemed a Runaway”: Black 
Laws of the North 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Slavery’s force was felt far north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line, and the Black Laws of 
northern states created valuable records 
for tracing African American families. 
(B/I/A)

F-333 Freedmen’s Bureau Labor 
Contracts: A Closer Look 
Wevonneda Minis
Researching Freedmen’s Bureau labor 
contracts can provide more than lists of 
ancestors’ names. Analyzing them can 
yield information with evidence to solve 
genealogical problems. (I) 
James Dent Walker Memorial Lecture

F-340 Apprentice Records in African 
American Research 
Ari Wilkins
Learn how to research and analyze 
apprentice records for children of 
color. (I) African 

American

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

F-305 Scottish Civil Registration: How 
to Access, Use, and Interpret
Paul Milner
Civil registration begins in 1855 with 
rapidly changing requirements and 
records. Learn how to use the indexing 
tools and interpret the information 
provided on the certificates to find 
additional ancestors. (B/I/A)

F-312 Methods for Identifying 
the German Origins of American 
Immigrants
Michael Lacopo, DVM
If all you know from conventional 
records is “Germany” as a place of 
origin, then this lecture will help you 
mine other resources to locate WHERE 
in Germany your ancestor came from. 
Learn simple tricks to isolate your 
ancestor’s home town, and discover 
record groups you may not be using to 
find your German place of origin. (I/A)

F-319 From Ulster to Pennsylvania
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session discusses the migration 
of the Ulster Scots from Northern 
Ireland to the Americas, particularly 
their migration into Pennsylvania 
and the social history, migration, and 
background that surround their exodus 
from the Old to the New World. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by FamilySearch

F-327 Introduction to Tracing Your 
Czech Roots 
Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide guidance 
for researching Czech ancestry in the US 
and Europe. (B)

F-334 Irish Maps and Tools for Finding 
the Right Place 
Paul Milner
Learn about the different ways 
to describe locations in Ireland, 
understand the creation of maps and 
the importance of the Irish Ordnance 
Survey, both physically and culturally. 
Learn about the different types of maps 
that exist and how to access and read 
them. (B/I/A)

F-341 Italian Americans: Find Your 
Roots in the Old Country 
Rich Venezia
Learn the basics of Italian records, what’s 
available and where, and tips and tricks 
for finding elusive ancestors. Discover 
your famiglia and make Nonna proud! 
(B/I)

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

Religion

F-306 Conducting African American 
Religious Research  
Tim Pinnick
Locating information on African 
American congregations can be 
frustrating. Learn important tips and 
strategies to overcome the lack of record 
preservation at the local level. (B/I/A)

F-313 Researching Your Jewish 
Ancestors in Pennsylvania
Tammy A. Hepps
Whether they lived in big cities like 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia or a small 
industrial town, your Jewish ancestors 
in Pennsylvania contributed to a state 
with one of the oldest and richest Jewish 
histories. Learn about the history of Jews 
in Pennsylvania, how to identify your 
ancestors in each wave of settlement, 
unique records repositories for each 
region, and techniques for using these 
records to trace your ancestors. (B/I/A)

F-320 Friendly Ancestors: An 
Introduction to Quakers for 
Genealogists
Elizabeth Ernst
An introduction to Quakers and 
Quakerism to help genealogists 
understand them better. (B)
Sponsored by National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution

F-328 Catholic Records: Genealogy’s 
Gold Standard
David McDonald, DMin, CG
An examination of the types of records 
kept, and the reasons they were made. 
(B/I/A)

F-335 Pennsylvania German Church 
Records 
James M. Beidler
An in-depth lecture talking about one 
of the richest ethnic record groups—
the baptisms, marriages, burials, and 
confirmations recorded by the pastors 
of the Germans who came to America in 
Colonial times. (B)

F-342 Mennonite Research: The 
Forgotten Swiss Germans
Michael Lacopo, DVM
The Mennonites came to America in two 
“waves”—primarily the 18th century 
migration from Germany to Pennsylvania 
and the 19th century migration from 
Switzerland to the Midwest. This 
group has a unique history and often 
is “forgotten” when the Pennsylvania 
“Deutch” are discussed as a whole. Learn 
how research techniques and repositories 
in America and Europe can help you 
locate your Anabaptist ancestor! (B/I/A)

Religion

Regional

F-307 Courting Pennsylvania: The 
Courts of the Keystone State
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Understanding the records of the courts 
closest to the average citizen is crucial 
to finding clues to family history in 
Pennsylvania and beyond. (I/A)

F-314 Gateway to the West: 
Researching in Ohio 
Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA, OGSF
Guidelines for researching in the 
Gateway to the West—Ohio. Areas 
covered include the township, county, 
and state levels, and where researchers 
can find the best genealogical records. 
Major repositories and how to access 
them will be discussed. (B/I)

F-321 What’s a Prothonotary?  Your 
Guide to Pennsylvania’s Courthouse 
Records 
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL
Learn to navigate successfully through 
original Pennsylvania courthouse 
records and their special indexes, only 
some of which are online. (B/I)

F-329 Treasures of the Ohio History 
Connection 
Elizabeth Plummer, MLIS, MA
Come and explore the rich treasure 
trove of records and materials at the 
Ohio History Connection. They include 
vital records, state government records, 
books, photographs, newspapers, maps, 
and much more. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by the Ohio History Connection

F-336 Wild, Wonderful West Virginia
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG
West Virginia has had more fun poked at 
it than nearly any other state. But, there 
are some vast resources there in the 
history of this, the “restored government 
of Virginia.” (B/I)

F-343 Researching Your Small 
Pennsylvania Town
Tammy A. Hepps
Though small towns may seem harder to 
research than cities, the manageable size 
provides unique records and approaches 
that reveal your ancestor’s life in context. 
Learn about different kinds of small 
towns in Pennsylvania, what kinds of 
people lived there, and what records 
each group left behind. (I/A)

Regional
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Saturday
Tracks 8:00 a.M. 9:30 a.M. 10:30 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Workshops

Records

S-401 Newspaper Research 
Imperatives: The Ancestor Hunt and 
Chronicling America
Tim Pinnick
More and more papers are migrating 
online. Two websites, The Ancestor Hunt 
and Chronicling America, are invaluable 
tools for fully utilizing this rich resource! 
(B/I/A)

S-409 Finding Birth Dates Before Vital 
Records 
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Although many states did not have 
birth certificates in the 19th century, we 
can still find a date of birth or narrow 
the possibilities. Being creative and 
determining where these records might 
be found can enhance your chances of 
locating the “magic” date. (B/I)

S-417 Exhibit Hall Live!
Join FGS and our exhibitors for an 
exhibit hall gala featuring door prizes, 
special activities, shopping, and 
networking with vendors and societies.

S-418 Board for Certification of 
Genealogists Luncheon: Back to 
the Future with a Self-Driving Car: 
Genealogy in 2117
Harold Henderson, CG
Nobody knows the future but anyone 
can take a guess. Robot genealogists? 
Multimedia scholarly journals? A “right 
to be forgotten”? Cursive writing as a 
conspiratorial code? One thing for sure, 
people will still want to know about the 
past, and how we ever managed. 

S-419 New England Historic 
Genealogical Society Luncheon: 
Treasures from the NEHGS Art 
Collection
David Allen Lambert
NEHGS has an important collection of 
art that tells the story of America. From 
the humble—family land deeds —to 
the exceptional—a wingback chair 
from the Hancock Mansion—it’s all 
here. Eight floors of art bring history 
to life at the Society’s Newbury Street 
headquarters.

S-420 New York Genealogical & 
Biographical Society Luncheon: Does 
New York Research Require “Mull & 
Pondering?” A Southern Perspective
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
With records extending before 1650, 
what does a southern researcher think 
about the wonderful stories from 
the state of New York and colonies 
preceding? Does he even know where 
to begin?

S-421 Genealogical Speakers 
Guild/International Society of 
Family History Writers and Editors 
Luncheon: Passion and Profession: 
Ten Lessons I’ve Learned as a 
Genealogist
Lisa A. Alzo, MFA
Our ancestors can inspire us in 
surprising ways. One genealogist 
shares how exploring her roots resulted 
in an unexpected career and the ten 
lessons she learned along the way.

Menu
Chef’s Salad with Turkey, Ham, Swiss 
Cheese, Hard Cooked Egg, with Ranch 
and Balsamic Dressing; Peach Pie; 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade (Special 
diet options available by advance 
request.)

Tickets: $32

S-422 Making Sense of Censuses: 
Analyzing and Interpreting US Census 
Data 
Jill N. Crandell, MA, AG
Learn how to resolve discrepancies in 
census data when it differs from one 
census to the next. (B/I)
Sponsored by BYU Center for Family 
History and Genealogy

S-430 New England Colonial Probate 
and Deed Records 
David Allen Lambert
This session will give an understanding 
and overview of New England probate 
and deed research. (I)
Sponsored by New England Historic 
Genealogical Society

S-438 Death Certificates: Keys to 
Breaking Through Brick Walls 
Tony Burroughs, FUGA
Death certificates are vitally important 
for learning ages, places of death, 
places of birth, women’s maiden names, 
military service, etc. Researchers need 
the skills to analyze the records and 
know what will lead to additional 
sources. (B/I/A)

Records

Workshop 8:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m.
S-446 Using Genetics and 
Genealogy to Smash Through Brick 
Walls
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD; Angie Bush, MS
This is a four-hour, hands-on workshop 
designed to help participants maximize 
the use of various third-party tools and 
websites for autosomal DNA. We will 
discuss the in-depth use of spreadsheets 
for organization, the tools available 
at DNAGedcom (ADSA, GWorks), Tier 
1 tools available on GEDMatch, and 
Kitty Cooper’s Chromosome Mapper. 
Workshop participants should have 
accounts with GEDMatch and DNA 
GEDcom, and have multiple sets of 
autosomal raw data to work with. Each 
participant should come to class with a 
research goal in mind. (I/A)

*There are pre-requisites for this workshop 
(see below).
WiFi Sponsored by Ancestry 
ProGenealogists

Tickets: $60 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
S-447 Preserve Your Roots Through 
Storytelling: James Leech’s 1763 
Passport Unlocks Leech Family 
Migration Story 
Mary Jane Kuffner Hirt, PhD
This workshop will cover the process 
and application of storytelling to family 
history research and working through an 
exercise that will allow the participants 
to begin working on the creation of their 
own stories. Bring results of prior research 
with you. (B/I)
Sponsored by the Ulster Historical 
Foundation

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
S-448 Transcription & Analysis: 
Getting the Most Out of Your 
Research
David McDonald, DMin, CG
How does a researcher find the gems 
buried in a document and use the 
information to advance their research 
efforts? A workshop-style session 
to analyze handwritten documents, 
develop research plans, and analyze 
the material contained therein. (I)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Pre-requisites for Workshop S-446 
Using Genetics and Genealogy to 
Smash Through Brick Walls

• Must bring a laptop to the 
workshop. (This cannot be an iPad 
or tablet.) 

• Must have a minimum of three 
close, known family members 
tested, with access to their results. 
The raw data for these tests must 
be uploaded to GEDmatch. For 
visual mapping, these three family 
members should be siblings. For 
segment mapping, these close 
family members should be cousins. 
Ideally, attendees will have a mix of 
cousins and siblings tested so they 
can do both types of mapping, but 
one or the other, is acceptable. 

• Must have the DNAGedcom Client 
(http://dnagedcom.com/doc/
welcome-to-the-dnagedcom-client) 
installed and working on your 
computer. The DNAGedcom Client 
works primarily with AncestryDNA 
tests. Attendees should have at 
least one test at AncestryDNA. 

• Must have a basic knowledge of 
spreadsheets (e.g., Excel).

Understanding 
Ancestors’ Lives

S-402 Buns, Beards, Bodices, and 
Bustles: Understanding Ancestors 
Through Clothing
Maureen Taylor, MA
Ancestral fashions and the industry that 
produced them left behind a fascinating 
legacy of images and information. (B)

S-410 Misbegotten Children: Tracing 
the Family Lines of the Illegitimate 
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG
Nearly all families have children with 
seemingly missing fathers. Yet, there 
may be clues and resources to help us 
determine their ancestry. (B/I)

S-423 Did Great-Grandmother Really 
Vanish Into Thin Air? Using Asylum 
Records  
Wevonneda Minis
Learn to use mental asylum records 
when searching for ancestors who 
disappeared. Nineteenth and twentieth 
century records, unrestricted by privacy 
law, are the focus. (I)

S-431 Apprentices, Indentured 
Servants, and Redemptioners: White 
Slavery in America
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG
An estimated one-half of early 
immigrants came to America against 
their own will; some as indentured 
servants. (I/A)

S-439 Sprinkling Weather Into Your 
Family History
Randy Whited 
Historical daily weather records from 
observers stationed across the United 
States and territories, some from as early 
as the mid-19th century, exist and are 
available online. Learn how this data can 
add unique details to life events. (B)

Understanding 
Ancestors’ Lives

Finding Records

S-403 Libraries: Getting the Most 
Bang For Your Buck 
Ari Wilkins
Learn how to save money and time by 
using libraries’ services and collections 
to the fullest extent. (B/I)

S-411 Why The Genealogy Center? 
Collections & Services of a Leading 
Family History Research Center  
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, ISGF
This presentation will provide an 
up-to-date and detailed look at an 
international family history collection 
that continues to grow and continues to 
be more accessible to researchers. (B/I)

S-424 Where Would You Go If You Had 
Five Days in Washington, D.C.? 
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
This session provides answers about 
where to get research results in 
Washington, D.C., and how to stretch 
available funds for the best use. (I)

S-432 Using All the Features of 
FamilySearch
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
Learn the breadth and depth of 
the programs and features of the 
FamilySearch organization and 
website. The genealogical landscape 
has changed dramatically in the last 
decade—learn what FamilySearch has 
done to adapt. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by FamilySearch

S-440 Researching Manuscript and 
Special Collections in Historical Black 
Colleges & Universities (HBCUs) 
Deborah Abbott, PhD
These institutions hold important 
documents that give a true-to-life 
picture of the lives of African Americans 
before, during, and after slavery. The 
archives and special collections of these 
colleges/universities hold manuscripts, 
photographs, personal accounts, Bibles, 
genealogical information, etc. (I/A)

Finding Records

Occupations

S-404 Fair Work: Labor Unions and 
Your Ancestor 
Jen Baldwin
Labor and work have been in question 
since the first colonies were established 
on our eastern shores. Developing a 
greater understanding for how labor 
unions affected American history—and 
your ancestor—can lead to highly 
valuable genealogical material. (I)
Sponsored by Findmypast

S-412 Men of Steel: Researching Your 
Steel-working Ancestor 
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL
Researching your industrial ancestor 
can almost be as dirty a job as he 
experienced. Learn who worked in 
the mills, his duties and job names, his 
migration paths, and where records 
exist. (B/I/A)

S-425 Two Exceptional Resources for 
Coal Miner Research 
Tim Pinnick
The UMW Journal and the state mine 
reports are a powerful dynamic duo 
when it comes to coal miner research.  
Labor newspapers contain much more 
than “shop talk,” and the state reports 
provide many clues for tracking your 
elusive miners. (B/I/A)

S-433 Grandpa Worked for the 
Railroad
Janice Lovelace, PhD
My grandfather, like many American men, 
worked for the railroad in the 19th and 
20th centuries. Learn how to discover 
which company, what type of job, and 
where (location) your ancestors worked. 
We will look at the history and growth of 
the railroad in the US and how to access 
railroad records, including pensions. (B/I)

S-441 Cool Beans! My Ancestor Was 
a Farmer 
Kimberly T. Powell
You know your ancestor was a farmer, 
but do you know the size of his farm? 
What he raised? How his family lived?  
This session explores a variety of records 
that can help you research and tell his 
farming story. (B/I/A)

Occupations

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

S-405 Irish Church Records - Church of 
Ireland, Presbyterian, Catholic 
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session combines information 
about the time period, content, and 
record availability of records for the 
three major religions in Ireland—
Catholic, Church of Ireland, and 
Presbyterian. Some non-conformist 
sects are also discussed. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by FamilySearch

S-413 Finding Immigrant Origins in 
United States Records 
Mary M. Tedesco
Tips and strategies for identifying your 
ancestral towns using records located in 
the United States and online. (B)

S-426 German Immigrant Waves: 
Contrasts and Sources 
James M. Beidler
The 1700s “Pennsylvania Germans” were 
a different breed than the “German 
Americans” who immigrated in the 1800s. 
Learn the differences in geography, 
economic class, religion, and aspirations 
of—as well as sources about—the two 
great waves of German immigration. (B)
Chuck Knuthson Memorial Lecture

S-434 Locating British Mining Records 
Paul Milner
Learn what genealogical and historical 
records are available to identify and 
locate the place of origin of your British 
mining ancestors and how to put them 
into their correct historical context. (B/I/A)

S-442 Guidelines for Finding Polish 
Records 
Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide 
information about resources available in 
state archives in Poland and neighboring 
countries, and provide tips for effective 
research there. (I)

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

In the Field 
(Morning)

DNA 
(Afternoon)

S-406 Rainbows and Kaleidoscopes: 
Inclusion as a Society and Corporate 
Genealogical Standard
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Genealogical societies and companies 
can better grow their memberships, 
serve their constituencies, and increase 
their revenues by adopting inclusion as 
a genealogical standard. (B/I/A)
BCG Education Fund Helen F. M. Leary 
Distinguished Lecture

Sponsored by the BCG Education Fund

S-414 Success for Genealogy 
Companies Through Lean Innovation 
Practices
Janet Hovorka
Lean innovation is changing the way 
companies create healthy businesses—
especially in genealogy. Learn to test 
your new ideas to reduce waste and 
create success. (A)
Sponsored by Association of Professional 
Genealogists

S-427 Three Powerful Ways to Find 
Your Best DNA Matches 
Diahan Southard
Anyone with an autosomal DNA test 
likely has a long list of potential relatives. 
But how do you make the most of those 
matches? Which matches are worth your 
time and effort? Learn to use genetic 
and genealogical clues to filter and sort 
your matches to make the most progress 
with your test results. (B/I)
Sponsored by MyHeritage

S-435 Panel Session: Ask the DNA 
Experts 
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD; Angie Bush, 
MS; Judy G. Russell,  JD, CG, CGL, Diahan 
Southard
Ask DNA experts your questions about 
DNA testing for genealogy. What does 
the future hold? What ethical and legal 
issues should be considered when DNA 
testing? What tests, tools, and tricks do 
these experts use that may help in your 
research? (B/I/A)

S-443 The Combined Power of Y-DNA 
and Autosomal DNA: A Case Study  
Diahan Southard
Using a case study, learn how Y-DNA 
and autosomal DNA testing helped 
one family to better understand their 
own past and gave them incentive to 
reach out and connect with others. 
We will cover methodology and the 
sociology of this kind of situation and 
best practices for you and your family as 
you strive to forge bonds with others in 
a non-traditional way. (B)

In the Field 
(Morning)

DNA 
(Afternoon)

Ancestry

S-407 Working with your DNA 
Matches
Anna Swayne  
Do you want to learn more about what 
you can do with your DNA matches? Get 
tips and tricks on how DNA matching 
works and how you can leverage the 
tools at AncestryDNA to answer your 
genealogy questions. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-415 Making Family Discoveries 
Using AncestryDNA 
Anna Swayne
Learn about how DNA works, what’s 
new at AncestryDNA, and how to get 
the most out of your DNA matches. We’ll 
provide an overview of AncestryDNA 
and how it can help validate your 
research and find new leads. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-428 Getting the Most from Ancestry 
Juliana Szucs
Juliana will guide you through the 
resources and tools available on 
Ancestry, sharing strategies that will 
help you find the best route to your 
ancestors. (B/I)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-436 The Difference Between 
Searchers and Researchers 
Crista Cowan
There is a difference between searching 
and researching. We need both skills to 
climb our family tree. Using the Ancestry 
search engine as an example learn how 
these powerful tools can help us be good 
searchers AND good researchers. (B/I)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-444 Street Savvy: Discovering Your 
Urban Roots
Juliana Szucs 
Feeling overwhelmed with research in 
the big city? Juliana will share tips that 
will help you pin down your ancestors in 
cities—large and small. (B/I)
Sponsored by Ancestry

Ancestry

Regional

S-408 Ohio’s Jigsaw Puzzle: 
Understanding Ohio’s Land Surveys 
Amy Johnson Crow, MLIS, CG, OGSF
Ohio’s eleven major land surveys 
can make researching land records 
confusing. Learn the ins and outs of 
the puzzle that makes up the state of 
Ohio. (I)

S-416  Genealogical Resources in 
Western Pennsylvania
Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS
An introduction to research and 
repositories for family history in Western 
Pennsylvania, beginning with an overview 
of Pennsylvania records and focusing 
on sources for vital records, church 
and cemetery records, newspapers, 
and city directories. Major libraries and 
depositories will be highlighted, as well as 
specialized collections. (B)

S-429 Land Records of the 
Pennsylvania State Archives 
Kimberly T. Powell
Learn about the wide variety of state 
land records held by the Pennsylvania 
State Archives. This presentation will 
introduce the patenting process and 
documents it created, as well as how to 
navigate and use the records available 
online. (B/I/A)

S-437 The New York Gateway: 
Immigration, Emigration, and 
Migration 
Jane E. Wilcox
New York has been the heart of US 
emigration since the 1600s. Discover 
significant immigrant groups and 
settlers, plus New York migration routes 
and travel modes. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by New York Genealogical & 
Biographical Society

S-445 Spanning Generations: Using 
Archival Records to Bridge Ancestral 
Gaps
Sierra Green, MLIS
Explore collections at the Detre Library 
& Archives of Pittsburgh’s Heinz History 
Center. Discover individual voices that 
can be found in employment, family, 
local government, funeral home, and 
church and synagogue records. (I)
Sponsored by North Hills Genealogists

Regional

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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September 2, 2017
Tracks 8:00 a.M. 9:30 a.M. 10:30 a.M. 12:15 p.M. 2:00 p.M. 3:30 p.M. 5:00 p.M. Tracks Workshops

Records

S-401 Newspaper Research 
Imperatives: The Ancestor Hunt and 
Chronicling America
Tim Pinnick
More and more papers are migrating 
online. Two websites, The Ancestor Hunt 
and Chronicling America, are invaluable 
tools for fully utilizing this rich resource! 
(B/I/A)

S-409 Finding Birth Dates Before Vital 
Records 
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Although many states did not have 
birth certificates in the 19th century, we 
can still find a date of birth or narrow 
the possibilities. Being creative and 
determining where these records might 
be found can enhance your chances of 
locating the “magic” date. (B/I)

S-417 Exhibit Hall Live!
Join FGS and our exhibitors for an 
exhibit hall gala featuring door prizes, 
special activities, shopping, and 
networking with vendors and societies.

S-418 Board for Certification of 
Genealogists Luncheon: Back to 
the Future with a Self-Driving Car: 
Genealogy in 2117
Harold Henderson, CG
Nobody knows the future but anyone 
can take a guess. Robot genealogists? 
Multimedia scholarly journals? A “right 
to be forgotten”? Cursive writing as a 
conspiratorial code? One thing for sure, 
people will still want to know about the 
past, and how we ever managed. 

S-419 New England Historic 
Genealogical Society Luncheon: 
Treasures from the NEHGS Art 
Collection
David Allen Lambert
NEHGS has an important collection of 
art that tells the story of America. From 
the humble—family land deeds —to 
the exceptional—a wingback chair 
from the Hancock Mansion—it’s all 
here. Eight floors of art bring history 
to life at the Society’s Newbury Street 
headquarters.

S-420 New York Genealogical & 
Biographical Society Luncheon: Does 
New York Research Require “Mull & 
Pondering?” A Southern Perspective
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
With records extending before 1650, 
what does a southern researcher think 
about the wonderful stories from 
the state of New York and colonies 
preceding? Does he even know where 
to begin?

S-421 Genealogical Speakers 
Guild/International Society of 
Family History Writers and Editors 
Luncheon: Passion and Profession: 
Ten Lessons I’ve Learned as a 
Genealogist
Lisa A. Alzo, MFA
Our ancestors can inspire us in 
surprising ways. One genealogist 
shares how exploring her roots resulted 
in an unexpected career and the ten 
lessons she learned along the way.

Menu
Chef’s Salad with Turkey, Ham, Swiss 
Cheese, Hard Cooked Egg, with Ranch 
and Balsamic Dressing; Peach Pie; 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade (Special 
diet options available by advance 
request.)

Tickets: $32

S-422 Making Sense of Censuses: 
Analyzing and Interpreting US Census 
Data 
Jill N. Crandell, MA, AG
Learn how to resolve discrepancies in 
census data when it differs from one 
census to the next. (B/I)
Sponsored by BYU Center for Family 
History and Genealogy

S-430 New England Colonial Probate 
and Deed Records 
David Allen Lambert
This session will give an understanding 
and overview of New England probate 
and deed research. (I)
Sponsored by New England Historic 
Genealogical Society

S-438 Death Certificates: Keys to 
Breaking Through Brick Walls 
Tony Burroughs, FUGA
Death certificates are vitally important 
for learning ages, places of death, 
places of birth, women’s maiden names, 
military service, etc. Researchers need 
the skills to analyze the records and 
know what will lead to additional 
sources. (B/I/A)

Records

Workshop 8:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m.
S-446 Using Genetics and 
Genealogy to Smash Through Brick 
Walls
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD; Angie Bush, MS
This is a four-hour, hands-on workshop 
designed to help participants maximize 
the use of various third-party tools and 
websites for autosomal DNA. We will 
discuss the in-depth use of spreadsheets 
for organization, the tools available 
at DNAGedcom (ADSA, GWorks), Tier 
1 tools available on GEDMatch, and 
Kitty Cooper’s Chromosome Mapper. 
Workshop participants should have 
accounts with GEDMatch and DNA 
GEDcom, and have multiple sets of 
autosomal raw data to work with. Each 
participant should come to class with a 
research goal in mind. (I/A)

*There are pre-requisites for this workshop 
(see below).
WiFi Sponsored by Ancestry 
ProGenealogists

Tickets: $60 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
S-447 Preserve Your Roots Through 
Storytelling: James Leech’s 1763 
Passport Unlocks Leech Family 
Migration Story 
Mary Jane Kuffner Hirt, PhD
This workshop will cover the process 
and application of storytelling to family 
history research and working through an 
exercise that will allow the participants 
to begin working on the creation of their 
own stories. Bring results of prior research 
with you. (B/I)
Sponsored by the Ulster Historical 
Foundation

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
S-448 Transcription & Analysis: 
Getting the Most Out of Your 
Research
David McDonald, DMin, CG
How does a researcher find the gems 
buried in a document and use the 
information to advance their research 
efforts? A workshop-style session 
to analyze handwritten documents, 
develop research plans, and analyze 
the material contained therein. (I)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Pre-requisites for Workshop S-446 
Using Genetics and Genealogy to 
Smash Through Brick Walls

• Must bring a laptop to the 
workshop. (This cannot be an iPad 
or tablet.) 

• Must have a minimum of three 
close, known family members 
tested, with access to their results. 
The raw data for these tests must 
be uploaded to GEDmatch. For 
visual mapping, these three family 
members should be siblings. For 
segment mapping, these close 
family members should be cousins. 
Ideally, attendees will have a mix of 
cousins and siblings tested so they 
can do both types of mapping, but 
one or the other, is acceptable. 

• Must have the DNAGedcom Client 
(http://dnagedcom.com/doc/
welcome-to-the-dnagedcom-client) 
installed and working on your 
computer. The DNAGedcom Client 
works primarily with AncestryDNA 
tests. Attendees should have at 
least one test at AncestryDNA. 

• Must have a basic knowledge of 
spreadsheets (e.g., Excel).

Understanding 
Ancestors’ Lives

S-402 Buns, Beards, Bodices, and 
Bustles: Understanding Ancestors 
Through Clothing
Maureen Taylor, MA
Ancestral fashions and the industry that 
produced them left behind a fascinating 
legacy of images and information. (B)

S-410 Misbegotten Children: Tracing 
the Family Lines of the Illegitimate 
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG
Nearly all families have children with 
seemingly missing fathers. Yet, there 
may be clues and resources to help us 
determine their ancestry. (B/I)

S-423 Did Great-Grandmother Really 
Vanish Into Thin Air? Using Asylum 
Records  
Wevonneda Minis
Learn to use mental asylum records 
when searching for ancestors who 
disappeared. Nineteenth and twentieth 
century records, unrestricted by privacy 
law, are the focus. (I)

S-431 Apprentices, Indentured 
Servants, and Redemptioners: White 
Slavery in America
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG
An estimated one-half of early 
immigrants came to America against 
their own will; some as indentured 
servants. (I/A)

S-439 Sprinkling Weather Into Your 
Family History
Randy Whited 
Historical daily weather records from 
observers stationed across the United 
States and territories, some from as early 
as the mid-19th century, exist and are 
available online. Learn how this data can 
add unique details to life events. (B)

Understanding 
Ancestors’ Lives

Finding Records

S-403 Libraries: Getting the Most 
Bang For Your Buck 
Ari Wilkins
Learn how to save money and time by 
using libraries’ services and collections 
to the fullest extent. (B/I)

S-411 Why The Genealogy Center? 
Collections & Services of a Leading 
Family History Research Center  
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, ISGF
This presentation will provide an 
up-to-date and detailed look at an 
international family history collection 
that continues to grow and continues to 
be more accessible to researchers. (B/I)

S-424 Where Would You Go If You Had 
Five Days in Washington, D.C.? 
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
This session provides answers about 
where to get research results in 
Washington, D.C., and how to stretch 
available funds for the best use. (I)

S-432 Using All the Features of 
FamilySearch
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
Learn the breadth and depth of 
the programs and features of the 
FamilySearch organization and 
website. The genealogical landscape 
has changed dramatically in the last 
decade—learn what FamilySearch has 
done to adapt. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by FamilySearch

S-440 Researching Manuscript and 
Special Collections in Historical Black 
Colleges & Universities (HBCUs) 
Deborah Abbott, PhD
These institutions hold important 
documents that give a true-to-life 
picture of the lives of African Americans 
before, during, and after slavery. The 
archives and special collections of these 
colleges/universities hold manuscripts, 
photographs, personal accounts, Bibles, 
genealogical information, etc. (I/A)

Finding Records

Occupations

S-404 Fair Work: Labor Unions and 
Your Ancestor 
Jen Baldwin
Labor and work have been in question 
since the first colonies were established 
on our eastern shores. Developing a 
greater understanding for how labor 
unions affected American history—and 
your ancestor—can lead to highly 
valuable genealogical material. (I)
Sponsored by Findmypast

S-412 Men of Steel: Researching Your 
Steel-working Ancestor 
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL
Researching your industrial ancestor 
can almost be as dirty a job as he 
experienced. Learn who worked in 
the mills, his duties and job names, his 
migration paths, and where records 
exist. (B/I/A)

S-425 Two Exceptional Resources for 
Coal Miner Research 
Tim Pinnick
The UMW Journal and the state mine 
reports are a powerful dynamic duo 
when it comes to coal miner research.  
Labor newspapers contain much more 
than “shop talk,” and the state reports 
provide many clues for tracking your 
elusive miners. (B/I/A)

S-433 Grandpa Worked for the 
Railroad
Janice Lovelace, PhD
My grandfather, like many American men, 
worked for the railroad in the 19th and 
20th centuries. Learn how to discover 
which company, what type of job, and 
where (location) your ancestors worked. 
We will look at the history and growth of 
the railroad in the US and how to access 
railroad records, including pensions. (B/I)

S-441 Cool Beans! My Ancestor Was 
a Farmer 
Kimberly T. Powell
You know your ancestor was a farmer, 
but do you know the size of his farm? 
What he raised? How his family lived?  
This session explores a variety of records 
that can help you research and tell his 
farming story. (B/I/A)

Occupations

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

S-405 Irish Church Records - Church of 
Ireland, Presbyterian, Catholic 
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session combines information 
about the time period, content, and 
record availability of records for the 
three major religions in Ireland—
Catholic, Church of Ireland, and 
Presbyterian. Some non-conformist 
sects are also discussed. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by FamilySearch

S-413 Finding Immigrant Origins in 
United States Records 
Mary M. Tedesco
Tips and strategies for identifying your 
ancestral towns using records located in 
the United States and online. (B)

S-426 German Immigrant Waves: 
Contrasts and Sources 
James M. Beidler
The 1700s “Pennsylvania Germans” were 
a different breed than the “German 
Americans” who immigrated in the 1800s. 
Learn the differences in geography, 
economic class, religion, and aspirations 
of—as well as sources about—the two 
great waves of German immigration. (B)
Chuck Knuthson Memorial Lecture

S-434 Locating British Mining Records 
Paul Milner
Learn what genealogical and historical 
records are available to identify and 
locate the place of origin of your British 
mining ancestors and how to put them 
into their correct historical context. (B/I/A)

S-442 Guidelines for Finding Polish 
Records 
Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide 
information about resources available in 
state archives in Poland and neighboring 
countries, and provide tips for effective 
research there. (I)

Immigtrant/
Ethnic

In the Field 
(Morning)

DNA 
(Afternoon)

S-406 Rainbows and Kaleidoscopes: 
Inclusion as a Society and Corporate 
Genealogical Standard
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Genealogical societies and companies 
can better grow their memberships, 
serve their constituencies, and increase 
their revenues by adopting inclusion as 
a genealogical standard. (B/I/A)
BCG Education Fund Helen F. M. Leary 
Distinguished Lecture

Sponsored by the BCG Education Fund

S-414 Success for Genealogy 
Companies Through Lean Innovation 
Practices
Janet Hovorka
Lean innovation is changing the way 
companies create healthy businesses—
especially in genealogy. Learn to test 
your new ideas to reduce waste and 
create success. (A)
Sponsored by Association of Professional 
Genealogists

S-427 Three Powerful Ways to Find 
Your Best DNA Matches 
Diahan Southard
Anyone with an autosomal DNA test 
likely has a long list of potential relatives. 
But how do you make the most of those 
matches? Which matches are worth your 
time and effort? Learn to use genetic 
and genealogical clues to filter and sort 
your matches to make the most progress 
with your test results. (B/I)
Sponsored by MyHeritage

S-435 Panel Session: Ask the DNA 
Experts 
Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD; Angie Bush, 
MS; Judy G. Russell,  JD, CG, CGL, Diahan 
Southard
Ask DNA experts your questions about 
DNA testing for genealogy. What does 
the future hold? What ethical and legal 
issues should be considered when DNA 
testing? What tests, tools, and tricks do 
these experts use that may help in your 
research? (B/I/A)

S-443 The Combined Power of Y-DNA 
and Autosomal DNA: A Case Study  
Diahan Southard
Using a case study, learn how Y-DNA 
and autosomal DNA testing helped 
one family to better understand their 
own past and gave them incentive to 
reach out and connect with others. 
We will cover methodology and the 
sociology of this kind of situation and 
best practices for you and your family as 
you strive to forge bonds with others in 
a non-traditional way. (B)

In the Field 
(Morning)

DNA 
(Afternoon)

Ancestry

S-407 Working with your DNA 
Matches
Anna Swayne  
Do you want to learn more about what 
you can do with your DNA matches? Get 
tips and tricks on how DNA matching 
works and how you can leverage the 
tools at AncestryDNA to answer your 
genealogy questions. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-415 Making Family Discoveries 
Using AncestryDNA 
Anna Swayne
Learn about how DNA works, what’s 
new at AncestryDNA, and how to get 
the most out of your DNA matches. We’ll 
provide an overview of AncestryDNA 
and how it can help validate your 
research and find new leads. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-428 Getting the Most from Ancestry 
Juliana Szucs
Juliana will guide you through the 
resources and tools available on 
Ancestry, sharing strategies that will 
help you find the best route to your 
ancestors. (B/I)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-436 The Difference Between 
Searchers and Researchers 
Crista Cowan
There is a difference between searching 
and researching. We need both skills to 
climb our family tree. Using the Ancestry 
search engine as an example learn how 
these powerful tools can help us be good 
searchers AND good researchers. (B/I)
Sponsored by Ancestry

S-444 Street Savvy: Discovering Your 
Urban Roots
Juliana Szucs 
Feeling overwhelmed with research in 
the big city? Juliana will share tips that 
will help you pin down your ancestors in 
cities—large and small. (B/I)
Sponsored by Ancestry

Ancestry

Regional

S-408 Ohio’s Jigsaw Puzzle: 
Understanding Ohio’s Land Surveys 
Amy Johnson Crow, MLIS, CG, OGSF
Ohio’s eleven major land surveys 
can make researching land records 
confusing. Learn the ins and outs of 
the puzzle that makes up the state of 
Ohio. (I)

S-416  Genealogical Resources in 
Western Pennsylvania
Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS
An introduction to research and 
repositories for family history in Western 
Pennsylvania, beginning with an overview 
of Pennsylvania records and focusing 
on sources for vital records, church 
and cemetery records, newspapers, 
and city directories. Major libraries and 
depositories will be highlighted, as well as 
specialized collections. (B)

S-429 Land Records of the 
Pennsylvania State Archives 
Kimberly T. Powell
Learn about the wide variety of state 
land records held by the Pennsylvania 
State Archives. This presentation will 
introduce the patenting process and 
documents it created, as well as how to 
navigate and use the records available 
online. (B/I/A)

S-437 The New York Gateway: 
Immigration, Emigration, and 
Migration 
Jane E. Wilcox
New York has been the heart of US 
emigration since the 1600s. Discover 
significant immigrant groups and 
settlers, plus New York migration routes 
and travel modes. (B/I/A)
Sponsored by New York Genealogical & 
Biographical Society

S-445 Spanning Generations: Using 
Archival Records to Bridge Ancestral 
Gaps
Sierra Green, MLIS
Explore collections at the Detre Library 
& Archives of Pittsburgh’s Heinz History 
Center. Discover individual voices that 
can be found in employment, family, 
local government, funeral home, and 
church and synagogue records. (I)
Sponsored by North Hills Genealogists

Regional

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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64

Deborah Abbott, PhD, is a genealogist 
specializing in African American research, 
genealogy methodology, and manuscript 
collections. She is an instructor at IGHR 
and SLIG and a trustee for the Ohio 
Genealogical Society.
Jan Miesels Allen, is chair of the IAJGS 
Public Records Access Monitoring 
Committee; president of Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Conejo Valley, 
Ventura County, California; and an RPAC 
voting member.
Jan Alpert, FNGS, is the RPAC chair and a 
previous president, board member, and 
conference chair for NGS.
Lisa A. Alzo, MFA, is a freelance writer, 
instructor, and internationally recognized 
lecturer, specializing in Eastern European 
genealogy and nonfiction writing.
Jen Baldwin is a professional genealogist 
who writes, lectures, and consults on a 
variety of genealogy topics. She is the Data 
Acquisition Manager for North America - 
Findmypast and hosts #genchat on Twitter.
Tina Beaird, MLS, is the genealogy/local 
history librarian at a Chicagoland public 
library and owner of Tamarack Genealogy. 
She lectures on genealogical research, 
archival preservation, and Illinois history.
James M. Beidler is a columnist, author, 
and editor from Pennsylvania who 
specializes in research on Germans, 
historical newspapers, and his home state.
Blaine Bettinger, PhD (Biochemistry), JD, 
is an intellectual property attorney by day 
and a genetic genealogist by night. Author 
of the long-running blog The Genetic 
Genealogist.
Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG, is a full-time 
professional researcher specializing in 
Chicago and Cook County research, 
forensic genealogy, problem solving, and 
multi-generational family histories. She is 
president of BCG.
Kristin Britanik is the digital project 
manager at the Andy Warhol Museum 
where she is in charge of digitizing the 
museum’s collection. Previously, she 
worked at NEHGS and Ancestry.com.
Tony Burroughs, FUGA, is founder and  
CEO of The Center for Black Genealogy.  
He is an internationally known genealogist 
who taught genealogy at Chicago State 
University for 15 years.
Angie Bush, MS (Biotechnology), is a 
professional genetic genealogist with 
Ancestry ProGenealogists and director of 
Region 1 for NGS.
Rorey Cathcart is the owner of The Who 
Hunter LLC based in Charleston, South 
Carolina. She is the current FGS president 
and a researcher for Genealogy Roadshow.
Carla S. Cegielski is a freelance 
genealogical researcher, lecturer, and 
web designer. She specializes in creating 
websites for busy professionals and small 
societies. Carla is currently the webmaster 
for APG.
Crista Cowan has worked at Ancestry.com 
since 2004 and is known there as The 
Barefoot Genealogist. She frequently speaks 
at genealogy events around the country.
Jill N. Crandell, MA, AG, is an assistant 
teaching professor of history, director of 
the BYU Center for Family History and 
Genealogy, treasurer of ICAPGen, and 
developer of ResearchTies.
Amy Johnson Crow, MLIS, CG, OGSF 
has been a genealogy professional for 
20+ years. She is a frequent speaker at 
genealogy events across the US, writer, 
editor, and owner of AmyJohnsonCrow.com.
Cheri Daniels, MSLS, is the head of 
Reference Services for the Martin F. 
Schmidt Research Library and editor of 
Kentucky Ancestors Online at the Kentucky 
Historical Society.
Elizabeth Ernst is a catalog librarian at 
the DAR Library and a long-term amateur 
genealogist.

Teri E. Flack, MA (Public History), MBA, 
FTxSGS, is a genealogy and historical 
researcher, consultant, and lecturer. Chair, 
Texas State Genealogical Society RPAC; 
VP of administration, FGS; and volunteer 
archivist, Texas State Archives.
Gale French, a Texas native, has been 
interested in genealogy for 25+ years. He 
worked for IBM in the Space program at 
NASA’s JSC for 26 years.
Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA (American 
Studies), OGSF, is a professional 
genealogist and freelance author. She is 
past president of the Ohio Genealogical 
Society and a retired college instructor.
Sierra Green, MLIS, is a professional 
archivist and archives educator. She 
has appraised, accessioned, processed, 
conserved, and provided access to 
thousands of southwestern Pennsylvania 
legacy collections.
Jane Haldeman, owner of It’s Relative, is 
a professional researcher and speaker. A 
past president of Illinois State Genealogical 
Society, she has been lecturing in the 
Chicagoland since 2008.
Harold Henderson, CG, is a professional 
researcher, lecturer, and writer working 
primarily in the Midwest and its 
northeastern feeder states.
Tammy A. Hepps is a technologist, 
storyteller, and lifelong genealogist. She is 
the founder of Treelines.com. Her research 
website, Homestead Hebrews, has received 
national press coverage.
Mary Jane Kuffner Hirt, PhD, recently 
retired as professor of political science at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. She 
developed and taught a university-wide, 
upper-level synthesis course, Climbing 
Your Family Tree.
Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS, is the library 
services manager of the Pennsylvania 
Department of the Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh. She is program chair 
and president-elect of the Western 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society.
Janet Hovorka is the owner of Family 
ChartMasters printing service and 
GenealogyDOTcoach, an online help 
service connecting professionals and 
clients. She is the author of the Zap the 
Grandma Gap book series.
Cyndi Ingle is the creator of Cyndi’s 
List, an award-winning website that is 
a categorized index to 335,000+ online 
resources. A genealogist for 36+ years, she 
is a past NGS board member.
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FUGA, FNGS, is an award-winning author, 
educator, and researcher focusing 
on methods for difficult genealogical 
problems. He wrote Mastering Genealogical 
Proof and is co-editor of NGS Quarterly.
Michael D. Lacopo, DVM, is a retired small-
animal veterinarian born and raised in 
northern Indiana. Researching since 1980, 
he has lectured internationally and written 
for numerous periodicals and journals.
David Allen Lambert is the chief 
genealogist of NEHGS in Boston and has 
been on the staff since 1993. He is an 
author and international speaker.
David Laskin, bestselling author, writes 
nonfiction books about ordinary people 
caught up in the sweep of history. 
His book The Family: A Journey into 
the Heart of the 20th Century won the 
2014 Washington State Book Award in 
biography/memoir.
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG, was born 
into a genealogy-loving family. A frequent 
local and national speaker, she loves 
bringing joy into the research. Peggy has 
authored several Legacy QuickGuides™.
Denise May Levenick, MA (English 
Literature), is a writer, researcher, and 
instructor specializing in archiving and 
sharing personal and family artifacts. She is 
the creator of the award-winning blog, The 
Family Curator.

Janice Lovelace, PhD, a psychologist and 
retired college faculty, has 20+ years of 
experience in genealogical research. She 
presents on ethnic minority research, 
women’s research, and health issues.
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA, is a lifelong 
genealogist. He is a full-time professional 
researcher and lecturer specializing 
in original records and manuscripts 
throughout the South.
Tina Lyons is a professional genealogist 
and speaker, past vice president of the 
Indiana Genealogical Society, and creator 
of the Indiana’s Gore website.
David McDonald, DMin, CG, is a trustee 
and past president of BCG. He has 
presented at multiple national conferences 
since 2005. Particular interests: migration, 
religions and their records, US Midwest, 
British Isles, and Germanic research.
Paul Milner, a native of northern England, 
is an international lecturer and author of 
how-to books for English and Scottish 
research.
Wevonneda Minis lectures on research 
methodology, finding African American 
ancestors, South Carolina, and Georgia. She 
is ISFHWE president and a Gen Proof Study 
Group mentor.
Jill Morelli, CG, is a professional genealogist 
who lectures nationally on methodology, 
record sets, Nordic research (specialty, 
Sweden), and her Midwestern heritage. 
Frederick E. Moss, JD, LLM, is the legal 
advisor for FGS, RPAC member, former 
associate dean of Texas Wesleyan School of 
Law, and Colonel (retired) Judge Advocate 
General Corps.
Stacie Newton, MLIS, joined the staff of 
the NSDAR in 2005. Her roles have included 
verifying lineages, resolving problems with 
previously verified applications, developing 
curriculum for training programs, and 
serving as assistant director of the library.
Tim Pinnick is a lecturer and family 
historian with 30+ years overall research 
experience. He is an instructor in IGHR’s 
African American track and a former board 
member of APG and FGS.
Elizabeth L. Plummer, MLIS, MA (American 
Studies), is the manager of reference 
services (archives/library) at the Ohio 
History Connection (formerly the Ohio 
Historical Society) in Columbus. 
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL, is a western 
Pennsylvania researcher and co-director 
of GRIP. She is the coordinator of the IGHR 
Professional Genealogy course and a past 
president of BCG.
Kimberly T. Powell is a professional 
researcher and educator, 17-year 
genealogy expert for About.com, and 
former APG president. She is the author of 
The Everything Guide to Online Genealogy.
Reed Powell has 40+ years computer 
engineering experience, 30+ years 
genealogy research, and builds database 
applications professionally. He lectures 
regionally and nationally on the 
application of technology to genealogy.
David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FUGA, FIGRS, 
is the chief genealogical officer for 
FamilySearch. He has been a professional 
genealogist since 1977 and is a past 
president of FGS.
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL, is The Legal 
Genealogist and provides expert guidance 
through the murky territory where law, 
history, and genealogy come together.
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA, is 
a former NGS director of education and 
publications. She coordinates/teaches in 
courses at IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP.
Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA, is a lecturer and 
a course coordinator at SLIG, GRIP, and IGHR. 
His expertise includes NARA records, using 
maps, land research, Irish research, military 
records, technology, and urban research. 
Diahan Southard, with 15 years in the 
genetic genealogy industry, instructs at 

all levels of interest. She has a passion for 
genetic genealogy and a gift for making 
the technical understandable.
Chris Staats is a Cleveland, Ohio-based 
professional genealogical researcher, 
presenter, and writer. He has written 
articles for Family Tree Magazine, APG 
Quarterly, and other publications. 
Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA, 
works internationally in genealogical 
and historical research, lecturing, and 
consulting. She is a course coordinator for 
SLIG and GRIP and former board member 
of APG and FGS.
Anna Swayne has 11 years of experience 
in DNA genealogy, with 5 of those at 
AncestryDNA. Her focus is educating on the 
power of DNA and the story it can unlock.
Juliana Szucs has worked at Ancestry.com 
for 18+ years. She is a regular blogger 
on the Ancestry blog and is a social 
community manager and staff genealogist 
on the research team.
Cari A. Taplin, CG, owner of 
GenealogyPANTS, provides speaking, 
research, and consultation services. She 
is a board member of APG and FGS. 
Her interests are Midwestern states, 
methodology, and researching family 
legends.
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, is the 
president of the New York Genealogical & 
Biographical Society, past president of FGS, 
and host of Genealogy Roadshow (PBS).
Maureen Taylor, MA, is an internationally 
recognized expert on photo identification 
and photo preservation. She has been 
featured in top media outlets.
Mary M. Tedesco is a professional 
genealogist, speaker, and author; a co-host 
on the PBS television series Genealogy 
Roadshow; and the founder of ORIGINS ITALY.
Stephen J. Valentine is a senior vice 
president of FamilySearch International and 
the director of the Records and Partners 
Division. He coordinates worldwide efforts 
to digitize, index, and publish historical 
records on FamilySearch.org.
Rich Venezia has been on the Genealogy 
Roadshow research team for two seasons. 
He specializes in and conducts on-site 
research for clients with Italian and Irish 
ancestry.
Amy Wachs, JD, specializes in Eastern 
European and Jewish genealogy. She taught 
law as a Visiting Fulbright Professor in Latvia 
and Moldova. She has done on-site research 
at state archives in Lithuania and Poland.
Randy Whited has been an avid 
researcher for 30+ years. He is active in 
the genealogical community, serving as 
president of the Texas State Genealogical 
Society and director of FGS. 
Jane E. Wilcox is a contributing editor for 
The New York Genealogical & Biographical 
Record and a member of the New York 
State Archives Advisory Board. She hosts 
The Forget-Me-Not Hour podcast.
Ari Wilkins is a genealogist and a member 
of Dallas Public Library’s genealogy staff. 
She formerly served on the Texas State 
Genealogical Society’s executive committee.
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF, is 
manager of The Genealogy Center at Allen 
County Public Library, founding president 
of the Indiana Genealogical Society, and a 
former president of NGS and FGS.

About Our Speakers
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FGS 2017 ConFerenCe reGiStration Form

Conference Registration

Early Registration (postmarked or online by July 1, 2017) $230   $_____ 
Full Four-Day Conference Registration (Wed. through Sat.)

Regular Registration (postmarked or online after July 1, 2017) $270   $_____ 
Full Four-Day Conference Registration (Wed. through Sat.)

Single Day (postmarked or online by July 1, 2017) $99   $_____ 
Circle which day: Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.

Single Day (postmarked or online after July 1, 2017) $109   $_____ 
Circle which day: Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.

Student Registration $49   $_____ 
Age 14–25; college students must submit proof of enrollment

Workshops

T-234 Caring for Keepsakes, Thu., Aug. 31 $25   $_____

F-344 Connecting the DNA Dots (4 hours), Fri., Sept. 1  $60   $_____
F-345 Hands-on Research Planning, Fri., Sept. 1 $25   $_____

S-446 Using Genetics and Genealogy . . . (4 hours), Sat., Sept. 2  $60   $_____
       *Pre-requisites must be met to attend this workshop

S-447 Preserve Your Roots Through Storytelling , Sat., Sept. 2 $25   $_____
S-448 Transcriptions & Analysis , Sat., Sept. 2 $25   $_____

Other Items

Syllabus

Prior to the conference, each registrant will receive notice that an electronic version of the 
syllabus is available online. Registrants are urged to print the sections for sessions they plan to 
attend. A printed syllabus can be ordered below.

Printed Syllabus $50   $_____

FGS FORUM Subscription ($15/year; $25/2 years; $30/3 years) $_____

 Special Diet Meal Request (submit by August 1, 2017)

 ADA Requirements (submit by July 15, 2017)

General Information

Check all that apply:

 1st FGS Conference
 Archivist
 FGS Society Delegate
 I plan to attend the Delegate Reception on Tues., August 29

 Librarian
 Preserve the Pensions Contributor
 RPAC State Liaison
 Society Officer

I am a society: (check all that apply)

 Board Member
 Editor
 Member
 Parliamentarian
 President
 Secretary
 Treasurer
 Vice President
 Webmaster
 Other Office (please specify)  

Volunteer

 I am interested in being a volunteer during the conference.

Luncheons

W-116 Focus on Societies Luncheon, Wed., Aug. 30 $32   $_____

T-209 FamilySearch Luncheon (Valentine), Thu., Aug. 31 $32   $_____
T-210 ISBGFH Luncheon (McDonald), Thu., Aug. 31 $32   $_____
T-211 APG Luncheon (Russell), Thu., Aug. 31 $32   $_____
T-212 NGS Luncheon (Alpert), Thu., Aug. 31 $32   $_____

F-322 Exhibit Hall Boxed Lunch, Fri., Sept. 1 $29   $_____ 
     *Included with full registrations; only purchase if registering for Friday only

S-418 BCG Luncheon (Henderson), Sat., Sept. 2 $32   $_____
S-419 NEHGS Luncheon (Lambert), Sat., Sept. 2 $32   $_____
S-420 NYGBS Luncheon (Lowe), Sat., Sept. 2 $32   $_____
S-421 GSG/ISFHWE Luncheon (Alzo), Sat., Sept. 2 $32   $_____

Special Events

W-138 Gateway Clipper Dinner Cruise, Wed., Aug. 30 $45   $_____

Librarians’ Day, Tues., Aug. 29, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $10   $_____ 
     *Includes lunch

Library: __________________________________________________________

Position: _________________________________________________________

totaL ConFErEnCE FEEs $__________

Registration Information

Please print name as it should appear on the conference name tag. Use a separate 
form for each person. This form may be duplicated.

Name:  

Organization:  

Home Address:  

City/State/Zip:  

Daytime Phone:  

E-mail:   
                               Your e-mail address will be your user name for online registration

Method of Payment

 Check/Money Order (made payable to FGS 2017 Conference)

 Mastercard      Visa      Discover      Amex

Number: 
Expiration Date (month/year): /  CSV: 
Name on Card:  

Authorized Signature:  

Cancellation Policy

Full refund, less a $50 service fee, granted upon request by Aug. 1, 2017.

Mail your completed form and payment to: 
FGS 2017 Conference, P.O. Box 200940, Austin, TX 78720-0940

E-mail: registration@fgs.org  |  Fax: 1-866-347-1350

Register online at http://fgs.org
Online registration with the option to mail in your check is now available. See http://fgs.org for details. 

Only use this form if you need to pay offline with a credit card or cannot register online.
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Austin, TX 78720-0940 USA

Federation of Genealogical Societies
P.O. Box 200940

2017 Conference   August 30 – September 2  
with local host Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society

Federation of Genealogical Societies 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Building Bridges to the Past
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