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Editor’s Message

Contents

Fall is my favorite season—the leaves turn pretty colors, the weather cools down, and I begin 
to look at my goals for the coming year. I do my goal-setting in the fall, because things just 

get too hectic at the end of the year with the holidays, plus I love looking out the window and 
seeing the changing leaves—it gives me inspiration. This is the reason I chose this issue to share 
with you my process for building a genealogy education plan. I hope this article provides you 
with some inspiration to take some time to think about your genealogy goals for the coming 
year and how you might go about accomplishing them.

One educational opportunity you might want to include in your plan is the next FGS 
conference, which will be held in Fort Wayne, Indiana, August 22–25, 2018. To help you plan 
your trip, National Conference Co-chair Allison DePrey Singleton has put together an article 
showing you all the things Fort Wayne has to offer.

Also in this issue, Melissa Barker tells us about scrap paper and orphan documents and how 
to find and use them. Society editors and publications committee chairs will want to take a look 
at Denise Barrett Olson’s article about one method for future-proofing your publications. Be sure 
to peruse our mini scrapbook of photos from the FGS 2017 conference, as well as this year’s FGS 
award recipients.

As always, a big “thank you” to these authors and our faithful columnists for sharing their 
knowledge with our readers. I am currently planning the 2018 issues and am in need of articles. 
If you would like an opportunity to write for FORUM, please contact me at forumeditor@fgs.org 
to discuss your ideas. If you’re looking for inspiration, please contact me—I have a long list of 
article ideas! For additional details, please refer to our Writer’s Guidelines (http://fgs.org/upload/
menu/FORUM_Writers_Guidelines.pdf).
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Cahill Tarr
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Traditionally, presidents use this space to reflect on 
the conference just concluded. But as I warily eye the 
latest information on hurricane tracks, my thoughts 

are not on Pittsburgh. They are on Houston. And Florida. 
Here at home in South Carolina. In the west where wildfires 
rage. And Mexico, dealing with the aftermath of a major 
earthquake. 

We are sorely challenged.
We weigh the decision whether to shelter in place or 

hit the road, while contemplating the relative value of our 
possessions. We genealogists can get a tad bit crazy 
about all the documents and family ephemera we’ve 
collected over the years. Each and every piece is 
meaningful to us. There is the obvious value as a 
connection to our family and our past. But these 
physical things become something of the yardstick 
by which we measure our path as genealogists and 
family historians. Each document or object comes 
with the tale of how we came to possess it. The 
climb over dusty boxes in dank basements to access 
a ledger the court clerk insisted wasn’t there. The 
serendipitous meeting of the online cousin looking 
to offload all the junk her crazy aunt collected. We 
all have our own unique stories of the hunt such that 
each piece develops a double meaning for us. How 
do we choose what to save? Which pieces, even those 
digitally preserved, warrant taking up precious space in the 
car pointed out of town?

Walking around my home trying to make these decisions, 
I linger over each piece of furniture and every object in our 
collection. I reflect on what it means to the story of us. Our 
family’s past, but also the story of our family today. What 
objects convey how we came together to build the life we 
have now? What will the genealogist of the future miss of my 
life if I leave it behind at the mercy of the storm? It is easy to 
lament the scanning not yet done. The documentation not 
yet completed of some important piece in that collection. The 
writing—oh, so much writing—never undertaken. Will the 

devastation we’ve watched our friends and family endure be 
your call to action? Will this be the season that finally pushes 
you to set aside the hunt long enough to preserve the work 
you’ve done to date? I hope it will be yours. I also hope that I’ll 
have a second chance to make it mine. 

I hope too, you’ll see this time of trial as a reminder to 
re-engage with the living. The time spent at conferences has 
always been a chance to recharge my personal batteries. I 
am friends with many of you online. Yet that is no substitute 
for the satisfaction and connection I feel spending time with 

you in person. As much as we family historians love to chase 
the stories of our family’s past, we must not overlook the 
family right in front of us. In the blink of an eye these loved 
ones, of blood or choice, could be gone. They could suffer the 
devastating loss of all their worldly possessions. They could 
see their entire communities become uninhabitable ghost 
towns. Will they know in that moment they are loved by you?

As I reflect and make choices though, the lecturer’s voice 
in my head still manages to intrude: This is going to make 
a great lecture someday on how natural disasters drove the 
migration patterns of the ancestors we are destined to become. 
Did I mention we genealogists can be a tad bit crazy?

A Moment of Reflection
By Rorey Cathcart, FGS President

President’s Message

Rorey 
Cathcart
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By Julie Cahill Tarr

Blueprint for Success

Building a 
Genealogy Education Plan

Even as a hobby, genealogy requires continuous 
learning. Genealogy is a wide-reaching discipline 
that encompasses so many things. Effective 

genealogists understand not only different record types 
and various research methods, techniques, and standards, 
but also history (e.g., general, locality-specific, social), 
geography, military (e.g., structure/hierarchy, conflicts), 
writing practices (e.g., narratives, reports), and relevant 
tools and technologies (e.g., DNA, databases). This 
seemingly overwhelming list may give you pause, and 
while scratching your head you think, “Well, where do I 
start?” The answer: Build a genealogy education plan!

A genealogy education plan is designed to help 
you expand your knowledge in order to further your 
genealogy research. It’s an important tool because it will 
help you stay focused on your goals and save you from 
information overload.

Developing your initial plan will take some time, and 
your plan will evolve over time as you accomplish your 
goals and set new ones. By taking the time now, you’ll save 
time, as well as energy and money, in the long run. You’ll 
have a blueprint of the topics or subjects you need to learn 
about, and can therefore skip any opportunities that fall 
outside your scope. For example, if you don’t have Irish 
ancestors, don’t waste your time attending a free webinar 
that focuses on how to use Griffith’s Valuation. Remember, 
you want to learn while staying focused and in control. 
We need to avoid the “shiny object” syndrome and only 
take advantage of educational opportunities that match 
our goals.

Following is the 6-step process I use to manage my 
own genealogy education plan.

Step 1: Establish Goals
The first thing you need to do is write down your genealogy 
goals. I prefer to define broad goals and then set objectives 
for each goal (more on that below). I find this method 
similar to managing a few projects with multiple tasks.

Let’s look at a few example of goals. Perhaps you want 
to research your German ancestors, but you have no idea 
how to begin—set it as a goal. Maybe you discover that 
you have ancestors that were land owners in Kentucky, 
but you don’t know how to work with land records in state 
land states—make that a goal. Perhaps you’re at a point 
where you want to compile your research into a written 
narrative, but you’re not sure how to get started—add 
that goal to your list. Maybe you’ve been doing genealogy 
research for many years and you’re thinking about turning 
professional—mark it down as a goal. 

Step 2: Set Objectives
Once you’ve established your goals, you’ll need to 
determine your objectives. For each goal, think about 
what it is you need to know in order to reach that goal. 
Think of this as your task list. For example, using the above 
goal for researching German ancestors, your objectives 
might be: gather helpful methods and strategies for 
German genealogy research, learn about record types and 
availability, and understand the general history during the 
time period of interest.
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As you begin to fulfill these objectives, your plan may 
evolve because you find there are now new things that you 
need to explore. So in this example, as you learn about 
records types, you may discover that you also need to learn 
how to read old German handwriting, as well as common 
genealogy terms in the German language. These would 
become new objectives to add to your plan.

Carrying on with this goal, you might get to a point 
where you figure out that you need to learn about the 
history, geography, and culture of your ancestor’s townland 
in order to properly find and analyze records and gain an 
understanding of your ancestor’s life. More new objectives 
to add to your evolving plan.

And so it goes. Some goals will have objectives that 
lead to new objectives, especially if you are approaching a 
goal as a beginner. As you learn while fulfilling an objective, 
you’ll discover new things that you need to explore further, 
which should then become part of your plan. 

The sample plan on page 11 shows the evolution of a 
researcher whose goal was to incorporate DNA into her 
research. The first objective was to learn about the different 
types of DNA testing and how each is used in genealogy 
research. Once the researcher learned this information, she 
added new objectives to her plan that were applicable to 
her continued education on the areas for which she wanted 
to focus (in this case, autosomal DNA). In this particular 
scenario, once she sufficiently fulfilled her first objective, 
she crossed it off her list. In some cases, some objectives 
may remain on your list for a long time because they 
require continual education, such is the case with DNA 
where tools, techniques, and standards continue to evolve.

Step 3: Prioritize
Here you will prioritize your overall goals. Let’s say that all 
four examples used in step 1 above are your goals. Maybe 

you are nearing retirement and are exploring genealogy as 
a profession after retiring. Because your retirement is less 
than a year away, this goal may top your list. But, maybe 
you feel that you should know how to work with land 
records in state land states before committing to genealogy 
professionally, so that goal instead becomes the highest 
priority. On the other hand, maybe you aren’t planning to 
turn professional until you dig in to your German ancestry 
so you can share it with your aging father, thus making 
it the priority instead. How you prioritize your goals is 
completely based on your own desires and circumstances. 
You may discover that you need to reprioritize your list as 
new goals emerge or when budget is a concern (more on 
that later).

Continuing with our fictitious scenario from above, 
even though you decided to make researching your 
German ancestors your number one priority, followed by 
professional genealogy, this doesn’t mean that you can’t 
work on both (or really any) simultaneously. However, 
knowing your priorities is helpful when assessing 
educational opportunities, budget, and timing.

Step 4: Assess Educational Opportunities
There are so many educational options available to us as 
genealogists. Here’s a sampling:

• Books/guides

• Journals/magazines/newsletters

• Blogs/wikis/websites

• Podcasts

• Webinars

• Live-streaming conference sessions

• Virtual courses

• Online videos

• Audio recordings (usually available from major 
conferences) 

• Conferences

• Society meetings/programs

• Institutes

• Seminars

• Workshops

A plan will help you 
stay focused on your 
goals and save you from 
information overload.

Blueprint for Success: Building a Genealogy Education Plan
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• College courses (both traditional and continuing 
education)

• Study groups

• Hands-on practice on your own

The sheer possibilities alone is enough to send you 
into a panic, but remember, this is why we are building a 
plan—to keep focused and avoid information overload. 
Before you head out and start surfing the Internet for 
specifics, ask yourself a few important questions.

• What learning style suits me? Do I learn better in 
a lecture setting, from reading, or in a practical, 
hands-on environment?

• Do I have the discipline to work on my own, or 
would a structured course or study group be a 
better choice to keep me on track?

• Am I able to attend educational events in person? 
Do I need to stay close to home or can I travel to 
larger events around the country? (Think in terms 
of home/family responsibility and health.)

• Do I have the necessary technology to take 
advantage of online educational options?

Based on your answers to these questions, some of 
the options listed above can be crossed off your list. For 
example, if you find reading reference books boring and 
tend to nod off in the middle, then perhaps books aren’t 
a good option. If you are unable to travel because you’re 
a caregiver for an elderly family member and can’t leave 
home for days at a time, then a conference or institute isn’t 
a good fit.

Once you’ve determined what options work for 
you, it’s time to explore the offerings for each one. While 
Google can be your friend, I encourage you to check out 
“Education (Genealogical)” on Cyndi’s List, which has a 
pretty comprehensive listing, by category, for all things 
education (and don’t miss the listing of related categories). 

Evaluate each offering carefully to make sure it 
aligns with your prioritized goals and objectives. As you 
find something that fits, add it to your list of goals and 
objectives. If there is a date and/or cost involved (including 
estimated travel and lodging, if applicable), be sure to 
note that on your list. When a new offering comes up, for 
example, you get an e-mail of upcoming webinars from 

a society, or read about a local workshop in a society 
newsletter, evaluate it and add it to your list if appropriate.

In the sample plan on page 11, you can see how the 
researcher mapped each educational opportunity to one 
or more objectives. I find this approach to be more useful 
than trying to devise a plan for each objective individually. 
Otherwise, several opportunities may appear more than 
once, which will make it more challenging when finalizing 
your actionable plan.

Step 5: Determine Budget
I’m not going to sugarcoat it, this is where things can 
be a little discouraging. You look at your list and see 
opportunities that are a little pricey. Or you see a whole 
bunch of options and are overwhelmed. But remember, 
this is why you outlined and prioritized your goals.

Before you dig in and start plucking things from your 
list, determine a reasonable budget that you can afford to 
dedicate to education for a year’s time. Most of us probably 
fall into the low to no budget category. So you’re probably 
asking why I didn’t put this step before assessing educational 
opportunities. Honestly, I thought about it, but I didn’t want 
you to miss or automatically rule things out because they’re 
too expensive—I have done this and regretted it. After 
learning that hard lesson, I figured out a way to make it 
happen—I wanted to attend an institute course that aligned 
with my number one priority, which, including travel and 
lodging, cost roughly $1,100 in total. In the year prior, I 
decided to set aside all of the money I earned from client 
research and that became my trip fund. It took time and 

For those looking to learn about the history and such of a 
particular ancestral location, books will probably be your 
best bet. You’ll likely have to go through your library to 
get a hold of them, or, if they were published in the United 
States before 1923, you may be able to find a digital 
copy online. Try digital books collection at Google Books, 
Internet Archive, and HathiTrust. You may also find helpful 
books from publishers that cater to genealogists, such as 
Genealogical Publishing Company  or Heritage Books. 
Websites, blogs, and wikis may also be helpful, and here 
again, I’d start with Cyndi’s List.

Tip

Blueprint for Success: Building a Genealogy Education Plan
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Sample Genealogy Education Plan

Goal: Incorporate DNA into personal genealogy research. 

Priority: #1 

Objectives: 

1. Learn about the different types of DNA testing used for genealogy research. 
2. Learn how to analyze autosomal DNA test results. 
3. Learn how to use GEDMatch. 
4. Learn how to use Genome Mate Pro. 
5. Learn how to use DNA as evidence (particularly atDNA). 
6. Learn how to write case studies where DNA is used as evidence (particularly atDNA). 

Education Plan: 

  What (Aligned Objective)  When  Cost 

  Read Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic 
Genealogy (1)  2016  $20 

  Watch “Going Nuclear: DNA Discoveries to Trace All Lines of 
Descent” ‐ archived ISGS webinar (2,3)  2016  none* 

N/A  Read relevant blog posts on DNAeXplained (1,2,3,5)  ongoing  none 
N/A  Read relevant blog posts on The Genetic Genealogist (1,2,3,5)  ongoing  none 
N/A  Read relevant blog posts on Genetic Genealogy (1,2,3,5)  ongoing  none 
  Read Genetic Genealogy in Practice (2,5,6)  2017  $30 
  Watch “Introduction to Gedmatch” ‐ Legacy webinar (3)  07/17/17  none 

  Attend “Using Genetics and Genealogy to Smash Through 
Brick Walls” workshop at FGS 2017 (2,3)  09/02/17  $60 

  Study ISOGG Wiki (2,3)  2017  none 

 
Watch “Systematically Using Autosomal DNA Test Results to 
Help Break Through Genealogical Brick Walls” ‐ Legacy/BCG 
webinar (2,5) 

10/06/17  none 

  Watch Genome Mate Pro videos produced by developer (4)  2017–2018  none 
N/A  Practice analyzing results using personal/family test results (2)  ongoing  none 
N/A  Read NGSQ articles that use DNA as evidence (2,5,6)  ongoing  none* 

  Attend SLIG 2018 “A Practical Approach: Establishing 
Genealogical Proof with DNA” (2,4,5,6) 

01/21/18 to 
01/26/18  $1,500 

*Available through membership. 

Blueprint for Success: Building a Genealogy Education Plan
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dedication, and I had to scale back on other things that that 
income could have gone toward, but that institute was a 
“must” for me and I found a way (and I’m super glad I did!). 
If it’s important to you, you’ll find a way. If it means selling 
a box of fiction books you’ve never read (and probably 
never will) in order to buy the newest edition of Evidence 
Explained, you’ll do it. Also keep in mind that scholarships 
are available for some institutes, and the National 
Genealogical Society offers the winner of its annual writing 
contest an expense-paid trip to their conference.

Step 6: Create an Actionable Plan
Here’s where your analytical and planning skills will come 
in handy as you finalize your plan. Now that you have a 
budget in mind, start with your highest priority goal. How 
many options are listed and what are they? If there are one 
or two reasonable options, say an expensive book and a 
free webinar, you’re pretty lucky. If there are several things, 
some of which have a hefty cost associated with them, 
putting some opportunities out of your budget, you’ll have 
to make some decisions. For example, let’s say your number 
one goal is learning how to use DNA in conjunction with 
your research. You’ve found several options: a week-long 
institute course (expensive), a local workshop (moderately 
expensive), two recently published books (fairly 
inexpensive), and three upcoming webinars (free). Based 
on the answers to the questions in step 4, prioritize these 
offerings (removing price from the equation). Once you’ve 
done that, maybe you decide that all are doable except for 
the institute course. Make a note of that on your list, and 
mark the institute as tentative (so you can revisit it later 
once you have analyzed every opportunity across all goals). 
Repeat the process on all of your goals.

When you’ve completed analyzing and prioritizing the 
opportunities for each goal, you can look at your plan as a 

whole and correlate, if you will, your data into a actionable 
plan. You may decide to forego the two DNA books 
and put that money toward a local one-day conference 
dedicated to the topic of your second highest priority, 
while still working toward your number one DNA goal 
by attending the local workshop and the three upcoming 
webinars. Here, you will stay within budget while working 
on two of your top goals. You’ll also need to consider 
timing. Let’s say one of those free DNA webinars falls on 
the same night as your local society meeting. You’ll have to 
decide which is more important, based on your goals.

Once you’ve figured out what opportunities you will 
commit to, update your list. Use this as your actionable 
plan moving forward, updating it as new opportunities 
arise, objectives are met, or as new goals or objectives are 
defined. Remember to analyze new opportunities against 
your goals and the questions in step 4, as well as your 
overall actionable plan. You may need to nix a few things if 
something more suitable comes along.

Like genealogy, you conduct the research, analyze 
the data, and then put the pieces together. Whereas in 
genealogy, you come to a conclusion, here, you walk away 
with an actionable education plan.

Julie Cahill Tarr is a professional 
genealogist, who provides research, 
writing, editing, and graphic design 
services to help clients discover 
and share their family history. 
An award-winning author, she 
also educates others on genealogy 
research techniques and methods 
by writing articles, guides, and 
course materials. Julie currently 
serves as the managing editor 

of FORUM, a quarterly magazine of the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies.

• Cyndi’s List - “Education (Genealogical)” 
http://cyndislist.com/education

• Google Books 
http://books.google.com

• Internet Archive 
http://archive.org

• HathiTrust 
http://hathitrust.org

• Genealogical Publishing Company 
http://genealogical.com

• Heritage Books 
http://heritagebooks.com

Links Mentioned in This Article

Connect
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FGS 2017 in Pictures
The Federation of Genealogical Societies held its annual conference Building Bridges to the Past in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from 
August 30 to September 2, 2017. Here’s a mini scrapbook of all the fun had in Pittsburgh.

Conferences run on volunteers, from advance planning to on-site jobs that include preparing registration materials, working 
registration, monitoring sessions, and more.

Focus on Societies Day included the FGS luncheon where society leaders shared exciting things happening in their societies. 

13   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 29, Issue 3  •  Fall 2017

Back to TOC



Three “no-compete” times were on the schedule allowing attendees to visit exhibitors in the Exhibit Hall without missing sessions 
or luncheons—Thursday’s Grand Opening, Friday’s In-Exhibit Hall Lunch, and Saturday’s Exhibit Hall Live.

FGS 2017 in Pictures
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If you missed FGS 2017, make plans now to join FGS in Fort Wayne, Indiana, next year for FGS 2018. Lower left: FGS President 
Rorey Cathcart with Delegate of the Conference Shawna Valentine. 

Photos courtesy of Jen Baldwin, Tonia Kendrick, and Linda McCauley.

FGS 2017 in Pictures
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Announcing Our
Loyalty Program for FGS Members

Print 3 titles and get 50% off the 4th title
Limited to a maximum discount of $ 250.00

All 4 titles must print within a 3 year time period
25 quantity minimum on all orders

Get started at: www.nowastepublishing.com or call Liz at 1-866-845-BOOK

No Waste Publishing™ is the book division of 
Accent Group Solutions, one of the largest 
“print-on-demand” suppliers in St. Louis MO.  

Our mission is to provide 
the best value in book print-
ing for the self-publisher. 
We are a printing company 
that offers publishing ser-
vices as well.  It is our belief 
that great customer service 
begins and ends with per-
sonal attention. Therefore, 
you will be assigned a ded-
icated customer service rep-
resentative who will assist 
you throughout the entire 
self-publishing process.

http://flip-pal.com/fgs-forum/
http://nowastepublishing.com


By Melissa Barker

diScover 
genealogical 

treaSureS among Scrap 
paper & orphan 

documentS

Archives are known for their well-organized and 
processed records that are in archival file folders 
and boxes. Each document has a place in a larger 

collection of records that the archivist will catalog and index 
for their patrons. When you visit an archives facility and use 
these records, the fact that they are neatly organized helps in 
the research process. 

But, did you know that many archives, as well as 
historical societies, genealogical societies, and libraries, have 
scrap paper and orphan documents that are discovered on 
a daily basis that don’t belong to any particular record 
collection? What do archivists and librarians do with these 
types records and how can these records help you with your 
research? 

Generally, these types of records can be filed a few 
different ways.

•	 Vertical Files: Many scrap pieces of paper and 
orphan documents can be found in what are 
known as Vertical Files or Subject Files, which are 
a hodgepodge of all kinds of documents and a true 
asset to genealogists. A document will be filed by 
the surname on the document or the subject of 
the document. The archivist or librarian should 
have an index listing all the surnames and subjects 
represented in the collection.

•	 Manuscript Collections: Sometimes archivists or 
librarians will include scrap paper and orphan 
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documents in manuscript collections if they 
can determine the family or organization to 
which it belongs. The scrap paper and orphan 
documents will be listed in the collection’s 
finding aid under the “Contents Listing.” 
A finding aid is the “roadmap” for any 
manuscript collection, containing a box-by-
box, folder-by-folder description of what is in 
the collection.

•	 If the scrap paper or orphan document has to 
do with a legal action, such as a court case or 
a probate case, the archivist or librarian will 
put a folder at the beginning of a collection 
of loose court records that is labeled “Orphan 
Documents.” 
Sometimes the 
documents that are 
considered scrap 
paper or orphan 
documents cannot 
be attributed to 
any single court 
case and don’t have 
a date on them. 
When researching 
in loose court 
records, be sure to 
check the collection 
for a file of these types of documents to see if 
your ancestor is mentioned. 

•	 If the archivist cannot decipher who the 
document is about or what type of document 
it is, they will put it aside in a box or folder 
simply titled “Orphan Documents” or 
“Miscellaneous Records.” Archivists and 
those working with genealogical and historical 
records simply don’t throw anything away. 
This is especially true if there is information 
contained on the document about a person, 
location, or anything that is deemed 
genealogical or historical in nature. While 
these records are hard to file or associate with 
a particular collection, the archivist will almost 
always keep these types of records in files until 
they can be identified or more information 
about them can be ascertained.

Keep these filing methods in mind when 
researching in archives, historical societies, genealogical 
societies, and libraries. That one piece of scrap paper 
you find could be just the thing you’ve been looking for 
to tear down a brick wall.

Let’s look at a few examples of the treasures you 
could find among scrap paper and orphan documents. 

Jack Hinson’s Note
In 2011, when the Houston County (Tennessee) 
Archives started going through the county’s records 
and doing the work of cataloging the old record books, 
a curious scrap piece of paper was found written by 
Jack Hinson.

Jack Hinson was a well-known confederate Civil 
War sniper from Stewart County, Tennessee. His fame 
continued in the Middle Tennessee region well after his 
death and even today the fascination with his actions 
during the Civil War is evident. There is a well-known 
book written about his actions during the Civil War 
entitled Jack Hinson One Man’s War, A Civil War 
Sniper by Tom C. McKenney. 

The scrap paper was found folded in fourths and 
stuck inside a circuit court minute book dating from 
1871 to 1875. The note from Jack Hinson was written in 
pencil and was dated April 2, 1873. Mr. Hinson’s note 
was asking the court to send out subpoenas to certain 
people in relation to a court case. After searching the 
court case files, there was no court case to be found 
that included the people named in the note. So this 
piece of paper was deemed scrap paper and filed in the 
Vertical Files in a folder labeled “Hinson, John ‘Jack.’” 

Discover Genealogical Treasures . . .
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Also, copies were made for each person listed in the note and filed in those surname files for 
researchers to find.

Finding scrap paper and other loose documents in books is not unusual. Archivists are 
very careful to search through the books in their care because it is very common for people 
to tuck pieces of paper in books. Many times the scrap paper found has nothing written on 
it or was used for figuring numbers; these types of scrap paper are normally not kept. When 
scrap pieces of paper are found that have notes or any kind of information on them that can 
be deciphered, they are kept and filed.

Myrtle Bateman’s Purchase
When the Houston County (Tennessee) Archives was established in 2010, the local 
historical society donated all their records, photographs, and ephemera to the archives for 
preservation. Most of the records had not been archived or preserved in any manner and 
were just sitting in boxes.

One such collection was the Bateman Family Records Collection. These documents 
were found at the Bateman family farmhouse and George Houston Bateman donated them 
to the local historical society. These records were very dirty and just thrown into a box. 
Most of the records consisted of receipts, invoices, and other various scraps of paper.

One piece of scrap paper was an envelope from the Nashville Pure Milk Company 
from the 1930s. On the back of the envelope were financial calculations that added up 
to $3,250.21. This envelope and the dollar amount meant the world to Myrtle (Clark) 
Bateman’s grandson Donald Bateman, who discovered the envelope while going through 
the box of records at the archives.

The 1930s was a time of struggle because of the Great Depression. Myrtle Bateman was 
widowed, raising three sons and operating a farm all on her own. Her grandson, Donald 
Bateman, has a deed from where Myrtle Bateman had purchased an adjoining farm. The 
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farm was being sold due to the financial troubles of the owner during the depression and 
was sold on the courthouse steps. 

While searching through the Bateman Family Records Collection, Donald Bateman 
came across the Nashville Pure Milk Company envelope with the figures on the back. When 
he saw the sum of $3,250.21, he knew immediately it was his grandmother’s handwriting 
and her calculations of how much she could pay for the neighboring property. Myrtle 
Bateman bought that neighboring property and it became part of the larger Bateman farm 
that is still owned by the family today. To this day, Donald Bateman says: “This scrap 
piece of paper is the best genealogical find I have made and has told me a lot about my 
grandmother. Not only was she a loving grandmother but she was [also] a very astute 
business woman.” A genealogical find that was scratched on a scrap envelope that only a 
family history researcher would know its significance.

Jesse Glasgow Played the Lottery
Jesse Glasgow (1816–1892) is my husband’s third great-grandfather and a very interesting 
person to research. In 2012, I became aware of a collection of original records at the Stewart 
County (Tennessee) Archives that had belonged to Jesse Glasgow. These records are what 
I refer to as orphan 
documents. While they 
belong to each other, 
they have no connection 
to any other documents 
in the archived 
collections at the Stewart 
County Archives. These 
records were found in a 
box with other records 
that did not go with the 
Jesse Glasgow papers. 
Written on the envelope 
the records are held in is 
“Deeds-Died Mch 1892.”

The collection of 
Jesse Glasgow records 
consists of receipts, 
notes, and one postcard 
from his daughter, 
my husband’s second 
great-grandmother 
Almeda Ann (Glasgow) 
Burcham. One 
interesting document 
that was found among 
the 48 individual records was a receipt from the Germania National Bank in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, to Jesse Glasgow for purchasing a Louisiana Lottery ticket, dated June 9, 1888. 
Jesse Glasgow was living in Cumberland City, Tennessee, at the time he bought this lottery 
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ticket. Most likely he saw an 
ad in a newspaper or magazine 
promoting the lottery and that’s 
how he knew about it. 

Researching the Louisiana 
Lottery of that time revealed 
that this particular lottery was 
filled with controversy and 
corruption. Charles Howard 
served as the first president of 
the Louisiana Lottery while 
former Confederate Generals 
P. G. T. Beauregard and Jubal 
Anderson Early held the drawings. The lottery eventually 
closed down in 1893 due to the charter not being 
renewed.

The envelopes of records for Jesse Glasgow located 
at the Stewart County Archives are still housed in a file 
labeled “Miscellaneous.” There is no other collection 
that these records belong to and the archive has decided 
to keep them to themselves in a miscellaneous file. 
Asking the archivist about any orphan documents or 
miscellaneous records they have filed separately from their 
larger records collections is a question every genealogist 
should be asking when doing genealogy research.

Mr. Stringfield & the School Cabinets
Recently, the Houston County (Tennessee) Archives 
received a large collection of school board minute 
books and 16 boxes of various receipts, invoices, and 
correspondence that date from 1895 to 1945. While 
going through these records I found some handwritten 
invoices for Conley Roy Stringfield, my husband’s 
grandfather. These invoices were written on school 
tablet paper that had been torn out of the tablet in a 
haphazard way. It looked like a scrap piece of paper 
with something scribbled on it. The invoice says “Please 
pay Conley Stringfield 4 days @ $3.00 per day-$12.00 
for building cabinets at Stewart School. Work on Home 
Ec. Room.” This document is dated August 30, 1941, 
and is now a treasured genealogical document for my 
husband’s family.

Mr. Stringfield only went to school through the 
sixth grade and there are no surviving school records 
to document his time in school. But this invoice, found 
in school records, is a terrific genealogical find. This 

scrap piece of paper of an invoice adds to my husband’s 
grandfather’s life story in the fact that he built the home 
economics cabinets at the school his children went to 
and they didn’t even know it until this document was 
found in 2017. Just because our ancestors didn’t go to 
school doesn’t necessarily mean they are not mentioned 
in school records. 

As you can see from the few examples above, 
knowing that these scrap pieces of paper and orphan 
documents exist and how to find them is invaluable to 
your genealogical research. So the next time you visit an 
archives facility, historical society, genealogical society, 
or library, be sure to ask the archivist or librarian how 
to find such records among their collections. To anyone 
else these items may mean nothing, but to you they 
could mean everything.

All artifact images courtesy of the author.

Melissa Barker is a Certified 
Archives Records Manager 
currently working as the Houston 
County, Tennessee, archivist since 
2010. She is also a professional 
genealogist lecturing, teaching, 
and writing about the genealogy 
research process, researching 
in archives, and records 
preservation. She conducts 
virtual webinar presentations all 

across the United States for genealogical and historical 
societies. She writes a popular blog entitled A Genealogist 
in the Archives. In 2016, she became the Reviews editor 
for the Federation of Genealogical Societies magazine 
FORUM. She has been researching her own family history 
for the past 26 years.
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By Allison DePrey Singleton & Visit Fort Wayne Staff

Fort Wayne, Indiana: 
Your Destination for 
FGS 2018

Although the 2018 national conference of Federation 
of Genealogical Societies is just under a year away, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, is already preparing for the 

conference that will be THE must-do family history event of 
2018. The conference will be held August 22–25, 2018, at the 
Grand Wayne Convention Center in downtown Fort Wayne. 
In a one-block footprint you will find the spectacular Grand 
Wayne Convention Center, with two attached hotels and 
ample parking garages, as well as the nationally recognized 
Genealogy Center. You will never have to go far to find 
conference activities and fantastic restaurants. Within a four-
block radius, you will find over 40 different restaurants that 
range from fast food to fine dining to everything in between. 
You will have your choice of evening entertainment and be 
joined by the friendly locals at any of the evening hotspots. 
Downtown is the place to be in our city!

Downtown is anchored by three rivers that are currently 
in the midst of an extensive revitalization, offering natural 
refreshment in the heart of a vibrant city, combining for a 
truly unique convention destination. The best part is that 

Fort Wayne is easy to reach. The Fort Wayne International 
Airport is only nine miles from downtown, and offers 350 
daily destinations within just one stop. Best of all, Fort Wayne 
is easy to navigate and parking is a breeze. For being the 
second-largest city in Indiana, you will not believe how easy it 
is to get around. 

Start planning your trip now and reserve your 
room at one of the conference hotels by visiting http://
VisitFortWayne.com/FGS2018. Those of us in Fort Wayne 
are looking forward to seeing you in the City on the Three 
Rivers in 2018.

Things to Do in Fort Wayne
Fort Wayne has the distinct advantage of offering the benefits 
of Hoosier hospitality, ease of navigation, affordability, and 
small-town charm alongside the big-city amenities that will 
make your visit spectacular. Fort Wayne offers many family 
attractions, historic sites, and entertainment venues for 
all ages, making the city an ideal location for a vacation in 
addition to a conference trip!
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Regardless of their ages, families with children have 
a wide array of activities to experience while visiting Fort 
Wayne. One unique location for young and old alike is 
Science Central. Housed in an old power plant built in 1934, 
Science Central is a science discovery center for hands-on 
learning in an engaging atmosphere. It began with teachers 
and parents seeing a need for science discovery and became a 
brick and mortar location that has engaged over two million 
people since opening in 1995. 

Animal lovers visiting Fort Wayne will be excited to see 
the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo, the top children’s zoo in the 
country and among the top zoos of any kind! The zoo houses 
rare and fascinating animals from all across the world. Each 
exhibit has a hands-on component that keeps young minds 
interested and learning. However, this zoo is not only for the 
children. Many groups of adults make trips to the zoo for a 
fun and engaging experience even without kids. Come and 
visit the zoo that tops all the others in the country!

Families love baseball games at Parkview Field, which 
houses the minor league team Fort Wayne TinCaps. The 
TinCaps were named after the metal pot worn as a hat by 
Johnny Appleseed, who died in Fort Wayne. The San Diego 
Padres are the major league team affiliated with the TinCaps, 
which is why you might see a few Padres shirts at a particular 
game. The open-air stadium was ranked “the #1 ballpark in 
minor league sports” and is located downtown kitty-corner 
from the convention center.

For the history buffs out there, Fort Wayne boasts the 
largest public genealogy library in the country, The Allen 
County Public Library Genealogy Center. The Genealogy 
Center is a nationally recognized source for genealogists and 
a priceless resource for those working on their family history. 
There are nearly five hundred thousand physical books, over 
six hundred thousand pieces of microtext, and over two million 
digitized materials and searchable records on The Genealogy 
Center’s website, http://GenealogyCenter.org. Best of all, the 
knowledgeable staff is ready and waiting to help you break 
through that brick wall. You will want to visit again and again.

The recorded history of Fort Wayne goes back a long 
way. Kekionga, the capital of the Miami Indian Nation was 
located where Fort Wayne now stands. While the Native 
Americans no longer hold the land, there is evidence of 
their rich history throughout the city. You can visit the spot 
where the successful Miami businesswoman Tacumwah gave 
birth to Chief Jean Baptiste Richardville. You can also visit 
the home of Chief Richardville, the principle chief of the 

Science Central 
Credit Science Central

Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo Train 
Credit Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo

Old Fort Wayne
Credit Old Fort Wayne
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Miami, who signed many treaties with the United States 
government and was the richest man in Indiana at the 
time of his death in 1841. This dwelling is on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

In the late 1700s, the Northwest Indian Wars were being 
fought in and around the area that would become Indiana. 
Indians were being supplied and encouraged by rogue British 
forces to fight against the Americans. While Kekionga was 
a Miami capital, it was also a very prosperous trading post 
that fed into Detroit. General Anthony Wayne was called 
out of retirement by President Washington to fight against 
the Indians. After Wayne won the Battle of Fallen Timbers, 
he continued on to Kekionga to oversee the building of 
Fort Wayne. There is a fantastic statue of General Anthony 
Wayne located in Freimann Square. The statue was created 
by George E. Ganiere of Chicago, who also created plaques 
of Miami war Chief Little Turtle, Shawnee leader Tecumseh 
and Fort Wayne, which were placed on the base of the statue. 
They were removed in 1973 when the statue was moved 

Anthony Wayne Statue in Freimann Square 
Credit Eric Rogers

History Center
Credit Visit Fort Wayne
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to Freimann Square. The 
plaques are now located at the 
entrance of The Genealogy 
Center. You can also visit a 
recreation of the Old Fort 
while in the city. The Old 
Fort was modeled after the 
original plans from the third 
rebuild of the Fort in 1814. 

Did we mention 
that Johnny Appleseed 
died in Fort Wayne? 
Johnny Appleseed, or 
John Chapman, brought 
apple trees to Indiana and 
other nearby states. He 
was a conservationist and 
missionary who lived a 
nomadic lifestyle. Multiple 
newspapers state his death 
date to be March 18, 1845. 
He was well liked and well 
known in the areas where 
he visited. He was buried 
in Fort Wayne and a fall 
festival is held in his honor 
every September. You can 
visit his grave in the Johnny 
Appleseed Park. 

Do not forget to stop 
by the History Center, 
which was formed in 1921 
to preserve the history of 
our fair city. Not only is the 
museum interactive and full 
of intriguing artifacts, they 
have a manuscript collection 
as well. These are also the 
folks who are the stewards of 
the Chief Richardville House. 
Looking for another museum to try? Take a short trip to the 
Fort Wayne Firefighters Museum across the street from the 
convention center. Not only are there many artifacts from 
the history of Fort Wayne firefighters, they teach fire safety 
to young and old alike. You can also visit the historic and 
beautiful Allen County Courthouse. It was created in 1902 

as a work of art by the architect and artisans. The building 
has been beautifully restored and is a National Historic 
Landmark.

You will want to be entertained while visiting beautiful 
Fort Wayne. The Embassy Theater has shows year-round 
including orchestras, ballets, musicals, music artists, and 

The Genealogy Center at Allen County Public Library 
Credit The Genealogy Center

Parkview Field
Credit Visit Fort Wayne
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many more. Even if you do not have the opportunity to 
experience a show at the Embassy Theater, you will still want 
to take a look at it. The theater is a gorgeous structure that 
was built in 1928 and is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Best of all, it is connected to the nearby conference 
hotels and the convention center. 

Another locale that cannot be missed is the Fort Wayne 
Museum of Art. There is art from across the world located 
here in every genre. Nearby you will find the Auer Center for 
Arts & Culture. If you keep your eyes peeled on their Events 
Calendar, you might find a play, ballet, or a concert to attend 
while in Fort Wayne. The Foellinger-Freimann Botanical 

Conservatory is a must-see spot for any gardener. The 
Conservatory is expansive and is home to 502 different species 
of plants. Every musician knows that Sweetwater is the place 
to visit in Fort Wayne. Sweetwater is an internationally known 
name in music and is the largest music store in the United 
States. Speaking of music, during the summer, the Allen 
County Public Library has a Saturday evening concert series 
called Rock the Plaza. The concerts are open air and free to the 
public. Stay and enjoy the sounds of Fort Wayne during Rock 
the Plaza after the conference ends. It will be the perfect way 
to relax and get ready to spend an extra day on Sunday doing 
research at The Genealogy Center before heading home. 

Visit Fort Wayne is eager to make FGS 2018 the perfect 
combination of education, networking, research, and recreation! 
To learn more about their plans visit http://VisitFortWayne.
com/FGS2018.

Allison DePrey Singleton is co-chair of the National 
Conference Committee for the 2018 FGS Conference and 
a genealogy librarian at the Allen County Public Library 
Genealogy Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Fire Fighters Museum
Credit Fire Fighters Museum

Botanical Conservatory Tulips
Credit Visit Fort Wayne

The Genealogy Center
Credit The Genealogy Center
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63% Ireland

22% Scandinavia

15% Europe West

          

          

Ancestry
• Start with a name and build  

your family tree

• See how your ancestors lived in 
billions of records

• Share your discoveries and  
connect with our community

AncestryDNA
• Discover your ethnic origins

• Connect with cousins you  
never knew you had

• Find new ancestors—and take your  
family tree to entirely new places

Visit ancestry.com to get started today.

There are two sides to 
every family story.

Together, AncestryDNA and an Ancestry membership 
can give you a more complete picture of your past. 

http://ancestry.com


Some time back Google Vice President, Vint Cerf, lit 
up the newsreaders with his talk on “bit rot.” If you 
aren’t familiar with the term, it refers to digital files 

that cannot be opened or viewed because the software or 
technology used to create them no longer exists. My guess is 
that anyone who has used a computer for ten years or more 
has their share of bit rot. 

It is an issue—especially for society editors. How long has 
your society been producing journals, quarterlies, newsletters, 
or other publications? While most of us archive a print copy 
of each publication produced, how many can say they also 
have editable digital files? 

Do you remember WordStar? It was my favorite word 
processing program back in the 1980s and it was already being 
overshadowed by software like WordPerfect and Microsoft 
Word. Even these apps have changed dramatically over the 
years making documents created with early versions of them 
unreadable in today’s version. Anyone who has used a desktop 
computer for more than a few of years knows the frustration 
of documents that cannot be opened because the software 
application used to create them no longer exists. Yes, this is a 
concern, but it’s a manageable one. 

Data formats for the written word have come and gone, 
but the good news is that one format has been around since the 
beginning of the digital age—plain text. The bad news is it’s just 
that . . . plain. There are no font changes, no bold or underline, 
and no colors. It’s just alpha, numeric, and special characters.

In 2004, John Gruber, a well-known tech writer, developed 
a lightweight markup language called Markdown. It was 

designed using plain text with “tags”—characters used to 
identify formatting instructions. Because the document 
is created in plain text, it is quite readable even with those 
Markdown tags. 

Using a Markdown editor instead of a word processing 
application, the writer creates a Markdown document. These 
Markdown editors include “publishing” routines that will 
quickly convert your Markdown document into your choice 
of formatted documents. In seconds that Markdown file can 
be transformed into a Word or PDF document or HTML for a 
web page. The beauty of this is that when the next latest-and-
greatest word processing software is released, the Markdown 
programs will just add an export routine that converts your 
Markdown document to this new format. 

The Markdown example you see in Figure 1 shows how 
the paragraph, bullet point, and hyperlink “tags” used to 
write that paragraph appear in a Markdown editor (Byword 
in this example). It may not be pretty, but it is very easy to 
read. That’s the point. While asterisks, square brackets, and 
parentheses are often found in text documents, here they tell 
the Markdown editor how to format the document. In this 
example, the hyperlink surrounded by parentheses is attached 
to the word (or words) surrounded by square brackets 
immediately preceding it. Figure 2 shows how that Markdown 
example looks once the Byword editor converts the text to 
Word’s .docx format. 

Where do you find a Markdown editor? Right now Mac 
users have more choices, but Windows apps are beginning to 
catch up. Here are some apps you may find useful: 

Future-Proof  
Your  
Society 
Publications
By Denise Barrett Olson
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• Scrivener (Windows, Mac, iOS) is a writing platform 
designed for long-form writing that also includes 
MultiMarkdown support. Text and files are easily 
added to a project and selected texts can be exported to 
a broad range of formats including a number of word 
processing apps, HTML, ePub, Kindle, and iBooks.

• Ulysses (Mac, iOS) is a writing platform similar to 
Scrivener. Features include exporting selected articles 
to text, ePub, PDF, and Word, as well as publishing to 
WordPress and Medium blog platforms.

• Byword (Mac, iOS) makes it easy to write and review 
your documents in-app, and then either export 
to HTML, PDF, or rich text, or publish directly to 
Medium, WordPress, Blogger, Tumblr, or Evernote.

Society editors will probably find writing platforms like 
Scrivener and Ulysses more useful for managing articles, 
maintaining an archive of published articles, and exporting 
selected article collections as finished publications. If your 
publications require complex layouts, you will first need to 
export your selected articles to an appropriate format so it can 
then be imported to your layout program.

Markdown is so simple at first look that you might 
wonder what makes it special. When the next latest-and-

greatest word processing program is released, the Markdown 
editors will just create a new routine to export your existing 
Markdown file to that new format. This means that the articles, 
family stories, and blog posts written today in Markdown can 
be easily repurposed at any time and will be accessible long 
after today’s latest-and-greatest apps are lost in history.

Denise Barrett Olson is a native 
Floridian with family ties from Texas 
to Virginia. She is an Air Force veteran 
and Army wife, now retired after 
working more than 40 years in the 
information technology field. Today 
her focus is on her family’s history. She 
teaches genealogy workshops, speaks 
at area societies, and shares her family 
stories at Moultrie Creek (http://

moultriecreek.us), her personal blog.

Figure 1

Figure 2

• Scrivener 
http://literatureandlatte.com/scrivener.php

• Ulysses 
http://ulyssesapp.com

• Byword 
http://bywordapp.com

Links Mentioned in This Article

Resources to Learn More About Markdown

Daring Fireball 
http://daringfireball.net

Markdown Cheatsheet 
http://github.com/adam-p/markdown-here/wiki 
/Markdown-Cheatsheet

Markdown Tutorial 
http://markdowntutorial.com

The Ultimate Guide to Markdown (at Ghost) 
http://blog.ghost.org/markdown

Note: Most Markdown editors have toolbars very 
similar to the ones you use in your normal word 
processing apps. These tools assign the appropriate 
Markdown coding to your text so you can take 
advantage of Markdown without having to memorize 
all the codes. 

Connect

Future-Proof Your Society Publications
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FGS 2017 Awards
FGS Awards Committee Chair Juliana Szucs presented several awards during the keynote session at the 2017 FGS conference 
held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from August 30 to September 2. These awards recognize contributions to FGS, societies, and 
the genealogy community. 

Lou D. Szucs Service Award
Paula Stuart-Warren

Paula Stuart-Warren has dedicated countless hours to 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies and numerous 
other organizations. She is generous with both her time 
and extensive knowledge in the field of family history. For 
many years she has been an educator and advocate for the 
genealogical community through her lectures, consultations, 
and writing for online and print publications. She has been a 
mentor to many genealogists.

Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern Humanitarian Award
Tony Burroughs

Tony Burroughs has an enthusiasm for the field of genealogy 
that is contagious. He has served on the boards of many 
societies and continues to do so. He is an author and popular 
lecturer, as well as the CEO and founder of the Center for 
Black Genealogy. Goals of the Center include promoting 
genealogical and historical research, conducting educational 
programs, promoting excellence in genealogical and historical 
research, and promoting genealogy in schools.
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Distinguished Service Award
Jane Haldeman and Jane Van Tour for years of service to FGS 
working with conference registration.

Technology Advances Award
• Newberry Library: Atlas of Historical County 

Boundaries

• Tom Tryniski: Old Fulton County Postcards

• DNAGedcom Client 

• Blaine Bettinger: Shared cM DNA Project

Outstanding Society Technology Award
Rochester (New York) Genealogical Society for digitizing 
church, cemetery, and other records and making them 
available on their website.

Director’s Award
Reclaim the Records for their vigilance and dedication in 
helping family historians maintain and gain easier access to 
the records we need. Their recent successes in winning public 
access to New York City and state vital records indexes is just 
the start.

Repository of the Year Award
Internet Archive for volumes of digitized materials we use 
as genealogists, including state statutes, local and family 
histories, records made available by Reclaim the Records, and 
so much more.

Genealogical Tourism Award
Salt Lake Plaza Hotel, Rich Williams, Director of Sales and 
Marketing.

Photos from top: FGS President Rorey Cathcart with Jane 
Haledman, Jeanne Larzalere Bloom (accepting for Newberry 
Library), Blaine Bettinger, and Tammy Hepps and Dallan Quass 
(accepting for Reclaim the Records).

FGS 2017 Awards
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Ethics & Standards

When it comes to those 
whose life intersected 
with that of our kin—as 

fellow orphans in institutions, fellow 
prisoners, apprentices and indentured 
servants, neighbors, business partners, 
or military comrades—we want and 
need to document their lives and the 
way that impacted our families.

And nowhere is that need to 
document more pressing, for every 
one of us—as individual genealogists 
and as society leaders—than in “the 
life-altering connections between 
slaveholders and the enslaved persons 
who shared their environments.”1

Before Emancipation, the enslaved 
population was documented, if 

documented at all, in the records of 
the slaveholders and slave traffickers. 
Names, when recorded, appeared not 
in records of the enslaved, but in the 
records of the enslaver—in the taxes 
paid by a plantation owner, or court 
documents in a fight over ownership 
of the enslaved persons, or the 
cargo manifest of a slave ship, or the 
inventory of a slaveholder’s estate. 

None of these records would be 
routinely indexed under the name of 
the enslaved; all are indexed, if at all, 
under the name of the slaveholder. 
Documenting that link, between 
enslaver and enslaved, allows the 
descendants of both to fully understand 
and record their family history—and 

gives every genealogist a unique 
opportunity to advance research in what 
has been described as “the genealogical 
challenge and enlightenment 
opportunity of a lifetime.”2

There are several websites 
that collect information about the 
enslaved, and noting the facts about 
enslaved persons and contributing that 
information to one—or all—of them 
should become habit for us all as we 
encounter the enslaved in our research. 
At a minimum, we should note the 
name of any enslaved person, the name 
of the slaveholder, the geographic 
location(s), and the source—the full 
citation for the record where we found 
the information.

Judy G.  
Russell

‘For Every Soul a Story, a 
Family, a Name’
By Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures 
on topics ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On 
the faculty of IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist and 
Certified Genealogical Lecturer. Her award-winning blog is at http://legalgenealogist.com.

Connect

Beyond our parents.

Beyond our brothers and sisters.

Beyond our grandparents, aunts, and uncles.

Beyond our cousins.

Beyond any of those who might be considered our kin.

Beyond them all, our people had other people to whom they were connected in a critical way.

People we need to document in our genealogy every bit as much as we document our own kin.
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Ethics & Standards

Then we need to share what we’ve 
found. Some key websites to use for 
this are:

• Unknown No Longer (http://
unknownnolonger.vahistorical.
org), a digital record project 
of the Virginia Historical 
Society, was launched in 2011 
“to lift from the obscurity of 
unpublished historical records 
as much biographical detail 
as remains of the enslaved 
Virginians named in those 
documents. In some cases 
there may only be a name on 
a list; in others more details 
survive, including family 
relationships, occupations, and 
life dates.”3 

• Slave Name Roll Project 
(http://slavenamerollproject.
blogspot.com), began in 
2015 during Black History 
Month by a group of volunteer 
genealogy bloggers. With 
five contributions to start, 
the project was originally 
hosted by Schalene Dagutis 
on her blog, Tangled Roots 
and Trees, but it quickly 
outgrew its resources and, 
today, is housed on its own 
Blogspot blog. Its purpose: 
“to record information about 
named slaves whenever and 
[wherever] they may be found 
so that African-American 
genealogists and family 
historians may break through 
the wall that is the 1870 
census.”4 

• The Beyond Kin Project 
(http://beyondkin.gegbound.
com), the brainchild of 
Alabama genealogists Donna 
Cox Baker and Frazine 
K. Taylor, began in 2016 
because: “Documents needed 
to establish meaningful and 
useful ancestral records for 

enslaved persons often remain 
in the private hands of the 
slaveholders’ descendants 
[but] nothing . . . encourages 
these white descendants to 
make the documentation 
of their ancestors’ enslaved 
populations a part of their 
research work. . . . Descendants 
of the enslaved hit a formidable 
wall around 1865, many never 
getting further back. The 
descendants of slaveholders are 

building family narratives that 
are missing the real story. We 
need each other, and we need a 
way to work together to break 
down the walls.”5

• Sons and Daughters of the 
United States Middle Passage 
(http://sdusmp.org) is the 
newest player, with a soon-
to-be-launched database and 
now taking contributions by 
e-mail to info@sdusmp.org. 

Formed in 2017, the mission 
of SDUSMP is “to help the 
descendants of enslaved 
Africans in the United States 
identify their ancestors 
through the historical records 
and to honor their ancestors’ 
supreme sacrifice in the 
creation of this great country.”6

• Coming to the Table (http://
comingtothetable.org), 
focuses on bringing together 

descendants of enslavers 
and enslaved, by, among 
other things, “researching, 
acknowledging, and sharing 
personal, family, and 
community histories of race 
with openness and honesty.” 
Using a Facebook group to 
share information, connections 
can be made “across racial lines 
in order to develop and deepen 
relationships.”7  
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Ethics & Standards

Ensuring that the enslaved 
are recorded and their lives fully 
documented is a research goal that 
all of us—hobbyists, societies, and 
professional genealogists alike—can 
help with and join in:

• Those of us who are essentially 
genealogical hobbyists 
can carefully note every 
record with respect to our 
own families in which the 
name of an enslaved person 
appears, and ensure that the 
information is added to one or 
more of these online databases.

• Those of us who lead or belong 
to societies can ensure that we 
scour our societies’ records 
and holdings for names of 

the enslaved, and either make 
our own society databases or 
add the names to the available 
online repositories.

• Those of us who are 
professional genealogists can 
make it a standard clause 
in our contracts that we are 
allowed to pass on to the 
databases all of the names 
of any enslaved persons we 
encounter during the course of 
professional research.

Every person, regardless of race 
or social condition, has “a story, a 
family, a name.”8 Working together, as 
individuals, societies, and professionals, 
we can make sure that the stories are 
told, the names not forgotten.

Notes
1. “What Does ‘Beyond Kin’ Mean?,” The 

Beyond Kin Project (http://beyondkin.gegbound.com/
what-does-beyond-kin-mean : accessed 15 July 2017).

2. Ibid., “Descendants of Slaveowners, Do We 
Still Hold a Key?” (http://beyondkin.gegbound.com 
: accessed 15 July 2017).

3. “About this Project,” Unknown No Longer 
(http://unknownnolonger.vahistorical.org/about-
this-project : accessed 15 July 2017).

4. “About the Project,” Slave Name Roll Project 
(http://slavenamerollproject.blogspot.com/p/about-
project.html : accessed 15 July 2017).

5. “Why We Need the Beyond Kin Project,” The 
Beyond Kin Project (http://beyondkin.gegbound.com/
what-does-beyond-kin-mean : accessed 15 July 2017).

6. “Why Create Sons and Daughters of the U.S. 
Middle Passage?,” Sons and Daughters of the U.S. 
Middle Passage (http://sdusmp.org/why-sons-and-
daughters.html : accessed 15 July 2017).

7. “Vision, Mission, Approach, Values & 
Facebook Community Guideline,” Coming to the 
Table (http://comingtothetable.org/about-us/vision-
mission-values : accessed 15 July 2017).

8. See “Descendants of Slaveowners, Do We 
Still Hold a Key?,” The Beyond Kin Project (http://
beyondkin.gegbound.com : accessed 15 July 2017). 
“For every soul a story, a family, a name” is the 
motto of the website.
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Next Generation

I frequently drive past old, 
broken cemeteries and think about 
how I should really do something 

about cataloging them before they are 
gone. Then I think, yeah . . . like I have 
the time. Who else is with me here? 

However, one awesome thing about 
younger generations of up-and-coming 
genealogists is that most want to be 
involved in community outreach and 
volunteerism. Don’t believe me? Then 
read this excellent article “Purpose: 
The Key to Engaging Millennials 
in Volunteering and Giving,” 
by Mark Horoszowski on the Moving 
Worlds blog. The generation that takes 
a beating for being self-involved is 
actually more into community 
activism and volunteering than their 
grandparents’ generation.  

One factor that holds genealogical 
societies back from asking for more 
(or different) help is that these projects 

tend to be the baby of a few members. 
So I ask you, what happens when those 
members are no longer around? What 
happens to the pet project then? It is 
healthy, and good, for an organization 
to bring in new blood, so to speak. 
Consider it a built-in redundancy plan 
for the success of your group. 

They key is to give them a purpose, 
and then harness it. Millennials in 
Adulthood: Detached from Institutions, 
Networked with Friends, a study by 
the PEW research center, shows it. If 
your society has a large wish list of 
projects they would like to get done 
(like a cemetery transcription project) 
are you tapping into younger and 
enthusiastic adults to help? Projects by 
our genealogical societies are crucial for 
saving the history of the communities 
we live in. You know it. I know it. They 
know it too. 

Younger generations are passionate 
about causes they are dedicated to. As 
they age and have children, they infuse 

them with this passion as well. While 
I may not be a Millennial (Generation 
Xer here) I can see how my high 
school child and elementary school 
child show these traits, but in a more 
evolved way. As a budding historian 
and archeologist, I do all I can to let 
them experience, learn, and follow their 
passions.   

“The Next 25 Years—Engaging 
Millennials,” an article by 
the Association Foundation Group, 
gives great tips on how to attract and 
harness the power of this generation. 
More interesting, they are doing 
a 25-year study to identify trends 
in volunteering for organizations. If you 
are on a genealogical society board you 
will want to follow this report and learn 
how to reach out to other segments of 
our population. 

Remember, without volunteers we 
do not exist. Go thank them, and then 
invite them to bring their friends to the 
next meeting.

• “Purpose: The Key to Engaging Millennials in Volunteering and Giving” 
http://blog.movingworlds.org/purpose-the-key-to-engaging-millennials-in-
volunteering-and-giving

• Millennials in Adulthood: Detached from Institutions, Networked with Friends 
http://pewsocialtrends.org/2014/03/07/millennials-in-adulthood

• “The Next 25 Years—Engaging Millennials” 
http://associationfoundationgroup.org/news/the-next-25-years-engaging-
millennials

Links Mentioned in This Article

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

Millennials—Ready & Willing
By Shannon Combs-Bennett

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology. One 
of her passions is encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy. This 
includes children through adults thanks to the ongoing interest her children show in their family history. 
She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist and is currently the Education chair for 
The NextGen Genealogy Network. Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/tntfamhist.

Connect
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New 7th Edition! INTERNATIONAL 
VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK.  
7th Edition. Thomas J. Kemp. 8½" x 11". 
xvi, 756 pp., paper. 2017.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-2061-8. $84.95
This 7th edition is even more valuable today than it 
was when first published. Not only does it give per-
sons needing certification of important life events 
(births, marriages, deaths, divorces, adoptions) 
complete, up-to-date information on where and how 

to request vital records, it also gives genealogists and historians the loca-
tion of databases, indexes, and other resources that could help further their 
research. The 7th edition includes copies of the application forms for all 
50 states, Canada, the British Isles and Australia, and, where such forms 
do not exist, contact information for other countries around the world. Lo-
cating vital records and navigating your way through the various privacy 
laws and storage facilities can be difficult. This handbook will make the 
process immeasurably easier.

Third Edition Revised! EVIDENCE 
EXPLAINED: Citing History Sources 
from Artifacts to Cyberspace. Elizabeth 
Shown Mills. 892 pp., illus., indexed, 
hardcover. 2017. ISBN 978-0-8063-2040-3. 
$59.95 
This is a substantial revision of the third edition of 
Evidence Explained, originally published in 2015. 
Evidence Explained is the definitive guide to the 

citation and analysis of historical sources. Like previous editions, the 
third edition explains citation principles for both traditional and nontra-
ditional sources; includes more than 1,000 citation models for virtually 
every source type; and shows readers where to go to find their sources 
and how to describe and evaluate them. In the two years since the third 
edition, changes at major repositories and online information provid-
ers, and the ever-evolving electronic world, have generated new cita-
tion and analysis challenges for researchers. As a consequence, Mrs. 
Mills has revised her citation models and descriptions and evaluations 
of numerous contemporary materials. Here are the major changes in 
the revised third edition: changes to about 75 pages in the text and in-
dex; alterations in citation methods for the DAR website and database; 
new citations for the National Archives (NARA) website and manner 
of identifying documents; immigration citations reflecting changed re-
cords at the Ellis Island website.

New! INDIAN WARS OF THE 
AMERICAN SOUTH, 1610–1858: A 
Guide for Genealogists & Historians. 
Michael A. Ports. 400 pp., illus., paper. 
2017. ISBN 978-0-8063-5849-9. $39.95
This new work is a comprehensive introduction to 
the conflicts that ensued between Native Ameri-
cans and their European encroachers from the ear-
liest recorded skirmishes to the last battles only 
three years prior to the American Civil War. Be-
ginning with the Powhatan Wars of 1610–1646 

and concluding with the Third Seminole War of 1855–1858, Mr. Ports 
has assembled all the pertinent facts related to the scores of battles or 
campaigns that arose as clashes of civilizations on the frontier. Part One 
summarizes what we know about the 27 distinct Indian wars in or involv-
ing the American South, encompassing Virginia, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, West Vir-
ginia, Florida, and Louisiana. Part Two discusses the surviving records 
that document the military and civilian participation in the wars, featuring 
national repositories, state archives, and tribal or special collections. 

New! AMERICAN SETTLEMENTS AND 
MIGRATIONS: A Primer for Genealogists 
and Family Historians. Lloyd de Witt 
Bockstruck. 108 pp., paper. 2017.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5831-4. $18.95
Mr. Bockstruck’s latest book provides a synopsis of 
the original patterns of settlement and migration for 
the United States. He discusses each of the 50 states; 
however, his emphasis is on the states and territories 
that were established between the colonial period 
and the middle of the 19th century. For each state the author exam-
ines pioneers’ places of origin, reasons for settlement, specific places 
of settlement in America, names of pioneering families, migrations 
within and between states, and more. Equally important, throughout 
the volume he names the key sources for further research. Every detail 
represents a potential clue to an elusive ancestor, from the name of a 
shipping line, port of embarkation, and clusters of fellow passengers, 
to the nature of soil available to the colonist, church membership, and 
status of roadways.

LOCATING YOUR ROOTS: Discover 
Your Ancestors Using Land Records—
Revised. Patricia Hatcher. 8½" x 11". xii, 
211 pp., illus., paper. 2016.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-2037-3. $37.95
One of the strongest motivators for American im-
migration was land, and one of the strongest moti-
vators for migration within America was land. Be-
cause of this, land records are the most common 
records available for pioneer ancestors. Moreover, 
land records —grants, deeds, mortgages, surveys, and more—are among 
the most valuable resources for genealogists to prove relationships and 
to point to new relationships. This invaluable guide will help you un-
derstand the various types of land records and give you the information 
you need to locate these records—and in the process, it may well open 
up new avenues of research for you.

New! QuickSheet: Citing Ancestry 
Databases & Images Evidence Style. 
Second Edition. Elizabeth Shown Mills. 
8½" x 11". 4 pp., laminated folder. 2017. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-2038-0. $9.95
This QuickSheet provides rules and models for cit-
ing the myriad databases and images you use on An-
cestry. Designed for speed of use and portability, it 
tells you instantly how to cite census records, vital 
records, passenger lists, city directories, and family 
trees. You will also learn how to attribute images that include manuscripts, 
maps, newspapers, and online books and articles. The new second edition 
accounts for the vast increase in content and contributors on Ancestry since 
2009, when the original QuickSheet was published, including the thousands 
of family trees created by genealogists who use Ancestry. 
Postage & handling: One item $5.50; each additional item $2.50. 
FedEx or UPS ground service: One item $8.50; each additional item 
$3.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax.

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Visit our website and order online at: www.genealogical.com

Blockbuster releases from Genealogical.com

http://genealogical.com


Beyond Boxes & Binders

In a previous issue of FORUM, I 
promised to discuss the things we 
need to consider when we interview 

a relative to capture the stories that they 
remember from our family history. First 
we’ll cover how to plan and prepare for 
a family interview. 
In the next issue, 
we’ll look at how to 
conduct the actual 
interview.

Research vs. 
Storytelling
Understanding 
how research and 
storytelling relate to 
each other is vital 
for a genealogist 
who wants to 
conduct a good 
interview. Research provides facts and 
creates the solid ground from which to 
ask questions. Stories provide context 
for the facts, drawing us into what 
could otherwise turn out to be a dry 
recitation of names, dates, and places. 
The intersection of research with 
storytelling is what creates a memoir or 
family history that people want to read.

Getting Ready in Advance
There are several things you should do 
even before contacting Grandma to set 
up an interview. Some have to do with 
technology and some have to do with 
personal preparation.

Prepare To Make a Recording
It is important to make a recording 
of the interview, even if you are a 
very good notetaker. Listening to the 
recording again later will probably 
highlight things that you missed and 
make you think of new questions to ask.

If you don’t already have a digital 
recorder, it would be a good first step 
to get one. (Some people choose to 

use their cell phones for this purpose, 
although that makes saving the 
recording more complicated.)

Digital recorders come in many 
shapes and sizes. At the inexpensive 
end of the scale are the candy bar-
sized models that you can find at office 
supply stores for well under $100. The 
recorders at the high end of the scale 
are larger, usually about the size of a 
paperback book. These can cost several 
hundred dollars, depending on their 
features.

Considerations for choosing a 
recorder include:

• Ease of use (are the menus 
complicated, how many 
buttons does it take to operate 
the device)

• Connectivity (is it easy or 
impossible to transfer your 
recordings to a computer)

• Ability to create the file 
format(s) you need (WAV, 
MP3, and others)

• Available features (internal 
microphones, audio editing 
features, internal folders for 
sorting saved recordings, flexible 
audio settings, and so on)

Linda 
Coffin

Interviewing Grandma: 
Collecting the Stories – Part 1
By Linda Coffin

After nearly 25 years as a publication and book designer, Linda Coffin founded HistoryCrafters, 
a personal history business, which has published nearly 40 memoirs and family histories. 
Linda is a member of several genealogical societies including the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and the International Society of Family History Writers and Editors.
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Beyond Boxes & Binders

• Quality of its internal 
microphone(s) and the ability 
to adjust the direction from 
just one speaker to several 
people

Practice Using Your Equipment 
Do NOT wait until a real session to 
learn how your equipment works! 
Practice by interviewing yourself. Set 
up your equipment near two chairs and 
record yourself speaking from both 
places, as if you are both the interviewer 
and the narrator.

Familiarize yourself with your 
equipment as you do this. Learn how 
to start, pause, and stop the recording. 
Experiment with recording quality 
from a variety of distances between the 
microphone and the chairs. Speak both 
loudly and softly to learn how to adjust 
the recording levels, if your device has 
that capability.

Make sure you know how to use 
any other features of your device, such 
as setting recording channels, choosing 
a different file format, and setting 
preferences for saving and organizing 
your recordings.

Plan Your Questions 
Do not assume that when you arrive 
at Grandma’s home, the questions will 
flow effortlessly from your mouth! Plan 
them in advance, based on what you 
want to learn from her. For 
instance:

• What stories do you especially 
want to hear?

• Are there stories that only 
Grandma will know? Perhaps 
everyone else who could have 
told these stories is already 
gone. Perhaps Grandma was 
the only person present at 
the time. Maybe you want 
her unique perspective on a 
particular event.

• Are there family details that 
Grandma can confirm?

As you plan your questions, 
consider whether there are stories that 
might be more difficult to tell than 
others. If the story is painful (death, 
illness, rape, illegal activities, and so 
on), Grandma might have trouble 
with your questions. Think about 
your approach and prepare yourself to 
handle both tears and stonewalling—
either could occur.

As you go through your interview 
plan, consider whether there is any 
research you should do first, to help 
you ask good questions. But please, DO 
NOT postpone the interview to the 
point when you miss the opportunity 
to conduct it at all. Remember that 
Grandma won’t be here 
forever!

Be Flexible in Your Planning 
Interviews have a way of taking 
unplanned turns. Be prepared to 
learn unexpected things and follow 
them through. Be willing to go in a 
different direction if Grandma seems 
uncomfortable with your questions. Be 
ready to adjust your ultimate goals as 
the interview proceeds.

Above all, let Grandma determine 
the pace and direction of the interview! If 
you try to control the flow of her stories 
too much, you may cut off stories that 
might have turned out to be especially 
interesting because they are unexpected.

Talk to Grandma Ahead of Time 
Be careful describing your plans. 
“Having a chat” or “telling stories” 
sound relaxed and friendly, while 
“conducting an interview” sounds 
formal and maybe even threatening.

Tell Grandma to wear comfortable 
clothing—this is not a formal event! 
Ask her to start thinking about the 
stories you especially hope she will tell. 
If there are “props” she might use (e.g., 
heirlooms, photos), ask her to have 
them ready at hand.

Be clear about how much time you 
expect to use. In my long experience of 

conducting interviews with my 
personal history clients, 

I have learned that 
going beyond 

90 minutes 
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Beyond Boxes & Binders

results in lost focus and flagging energy. If you haven’t 
covered everything in that amount of time, it’s better to 
do several short sessions than to do a single marathon 
session.

Put Together Your Interview Supply Kit 
Your bag of equipment and supplies should include:

• Recorder and microphone (consider taking an 
extra recorder in case of malfunction)

• Extension cord (for older houses with fewer 
outlets)

• Extra batteries and memory cards

• Table pad for underneath your recorder (a 
folded washcloth works well)

• Notepad and pens

• Memory triggers (photos, heirlooms, and so on)

• List of questions or stories you hope to hear

• A small package of tissues for runny noses and 
sensitive moments

Handle the People
Will there be other people present during the interview? 
Would it help or hinder Grandma’s ability to remember 
her stories if Aunt Edna were there too? What if 
Grandpa were there—would Grandma be distracted, 
more subdued, or more cautious? On the other hand, 
maybe Grandma and Grandpa could help each other 
remember things more clearly. Would the second 
person in the room (Aunt Edna, Grandpa) dominate 
the conversation or become impatient with Grandma’s 
thought process?

In my experience, it usually worked better to 
interview Grandma by herself. Grandma will certainly 
feel freer to talk about family members if they’re not 
there. If it’s just the two of you, you won’t have to deal 
with interruptions or corrections from others, and it is 
easier to keep Grandma focused on her stories.

If necessary, reassure other family members that 
this is simply to obtain a better-quality interview, not to 
exclude them from the process. Offer them their own 
opportunity to be interviewed if they wish.

Now you have the basics for preparing to interview 
Grandma. In the next issue of FORUM, we’ll talk about 
conducting the actual interview.

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES

Listen and learn from 
the experts in 

recordings from our 
popular Focus on 

Societies Day.

Our team of 
reviewers will assess 

your bylaws, 
newsletter, or website 

and offer feedback.

Access our quarterly 
digital family history 
magazine, including 
25 years of archives.

Obtain maximum 
exposure for your 
society’s events by 
adding them to the 
FGS Event Calendar.

Network with other 
leaders, learn from 
each other, and get 
feedback on ideas.

FGS provides national 
level awards 

recognition for 
member societies’ 

volunteers.

FOCUS ON 
SOCIETIES AUDIO 

RECORDINGS

FGS REVIEWS

FGS FORUM

FGS EVENT 
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MEMBER SOCIETY 
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FACEBOOK GROUP

FGS AWARDS 
PROGRAM

Empower your society with the tools and 
services FGS provides its members.

Join FGS today.

FGS.org
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Records Access & Preservation

This column aims to keep you up 
to date on preservation efforts, 
as well as issues affecting access 

to records. To submit or examine current 
information about record availability, 
visit the Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) website.

Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC)
The Records Preservation and Access 
Committee has been busy formalizing 
sample letters that can be used to 
contact United States Congress 
members regarding the proposed 
cuts in the national budget to the 
National Archives and the Library of 
Congress, and the elimination of some 
entities such as the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission. 
I sent an e-mail to my Congress 
members and have received a reply 
from one member so far. It is important 
that we let our legislative delegation 
know our concerns about budget cuts.

Vermont Bill H111 recommended 
the Vermont State Vital Records 
Office create and maintain indexes of 
birth, marriage, and death records, 
as suggested by RPAC member, Jan 
Meisels Allen. The governor signed the 
bill in May making it a law in the future.

National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)
The NARA blog, NARAtions, recently 
posted “Two Steps Every Researcher 
Should Take,” referring to utilizing 
the National Archives catalog and 
contacting the National Archives staff. 

• Step l: By searching the catalog, 
the researcher can find the 
location where the desired records 
are located, thus eliminating 
disappointment. Not everything 
is at the National Archives in 
Washington, DC. The regional 
archives store the government’s 
records in locations fairly close to 
the origin of the records, and may 
not be in the main location. 

• Step 2: Contact the National 
Archives directly. If visiting the 
DC National Archives, contact 
them three or more weeks prior to 
coming. This will provide time for 
the main National Archives staff 
to gather the records requested 
and prepare them for your visit. 
If visiting a regional facility, be 
aware that not all will prepare the 
records in advance, however, it is 
always advisable to contact them 
early for the best possible research 
experience. Locations for the main 

and regional National Archives 
can be found on their website.

The Citizen Archivist Dashboard 
has a new look and feel to their website. 
The National Archives provides citizen 
archivists a chance to help index, 
transcribe, or tag records so that they 
are available quicker. This is a great way 
to help the National Archives get the 
digitized records out to the public. Any 
help is much appreciated!

Library of Congress
The Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
Collection at the Library of Congress is 
being placed online. The maps show a 
dwelling’s size, shape, and construction 
materials, along with names of 
streets and people. According to the 
announcement in May 2017: “The 
online collection now features maps 
published prior to 1900. The states 
available include Arizona, Arkansas, 
Colorado, Delaware, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Michigan, Nebraska, 
Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Vermont, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
Alaska is also online, with maps 
published through the early 1960s. 
By 2020, all the states will be online, 
showing maps from the late 1880s 
through the early 1960s.”

US Budget Concerns, Fire 
Insurance Maps & More
By Linda McCleary, MLS

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen 
years before her retirement. She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from 
Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records Preservation and Access Committee, and is a 
past director of the Federation.
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McCleary
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Records Access & Preservation

States

B
Alabama: The Alabama 
Department for Public 
Health (ADPH) now has new 
identification requirements 

for restricted Alabama vital records. 
Applicants must submit a request and 
one form of primary identification 
to view a restricted vital record. 
Those restricted records include birth 
certificates less than 125 years from the 
date of birth and death certificates less 
than 25 years from the date of death. 
If the applicant designates another 
individual to pick up a restricted 
certificate on the applicant’s behalf, 
both the applicant and designee must 
provide acceptable identification. 
See “ID Requirements” for a list of 
approved primary and secondary 
identification sources. 

Alabama marriage certificates after 
1936 can be obtained by following 
the directions on the ADPH website. 
Records prior to 1936 can be located in 
the probate office in the county where 
the marriage license was issued.

Alabama divorce certificates after 
1950 can be obtained by requesting 
them on the ADPH website. Divorce 
records prior to 1950 are held by the 
circuit court in the county where the 
divorce was granted.

D
Arizona: Maricopa County 
(Phoenix) Attorney General 
Bill Montgomery announced 
that his office is the largest 

prosecutor’s office in the country to 
convert their criminal functions from 
paper files to digitized records. These 
digitized records will allow prosecutors 
to work on their cases when away from 
their office, and will lower the costs 
associated with paper files, passing the 
savings on to the county taxpayers.

L
Iowa: The Iowa 
Department of Public 
Health has relaxed some 
of their restrictions 

to obtaining vital records. Searches 
and requests for uncertified copies of 
local vital records need not be made in 
person. Requests for uncertified copies 

may be delivered by telephone, mail, 
or e-mail. Copy charges may apply 
ranging from one dollar to a maximum 
of five dollars. Cameras may be used to 
take photos of local vital records free 
of charge. No longer are indexing, web 
posting, distribution of information 
taken from vital records, or publication 
of records prohibited and punishable.

M
Idaho: The Idaho State Archives 
is working with Ancestry.com 
to publish birth, death, prison, 
and other records online, thus 

preserving the fragile originals. These 
records will be available on the Ancestry 
website by the end of 2017.

s
Virginia: The 
Ketoctin Chapter of 
the Daughters of the 
American Revolution 

provided a grant to the Loudoun 
County Circuit Court to preserve the 
Loudoun County “Rough Minute 
Book 1780–1782.” Other preservations 
projects will continue through the 
fundraising efforts of the chapter.

Washington, DC: The United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum has 
over 200 Holocaust diaries that need 
to be digitized and placed online so 
that everyone will have free access 
to the diaries. The museum initiated 
a Kickstarter campaign to raise 
the necessary funds for cataloging, 
translating, and publishing the diaries 
online. Handwritten pages are in 
seventeen different languages, which 
need to be translated into English. The 
digitized diaries will be shown along 
with the translation so that anyone will 
be able to research the records. The 
museum hopes to have the translations 
and transcription available on their 
website by Spring 2019.

• Records Preservation and Access 
Committee 
http://fgs.org/rpac

• “Two Steps Every Researcher Should 
Take” 
http://narations.blogs.archives.
gov/2017/06/08/two-steps-every 
-researcher-should-take

• National Archives - Locations 
http://archives.gov/locations

• Citizen Archivist Dashboard 
http://archives.gov/citizen-archivist

• Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
Collection 
http://loc.gov/collections/sanborn 
-maps/about-this-collection

• Alabama Department for Public 
Health - Vital Records 
http://alabamapublichealth.gov 
/vitalrecords

• Alabama Department for Public 
Health - Marriage Certificates 
http://alabamapublichealth.gov 
/vitalrecords/marriage-certificates.
html

• Alabama Department for Public 
Health - Divorce Certificates 
http://alabamapublichealth.gov 
/vitalrecords/divorce-certificates.
html

• United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 
http://ushmm.org

Links Mentioned in This Article
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This book caught me by surprise 
as it looks like all the other books 

in the series and has a similar title. 
However, the subtle change in the 
subtitle is important. Usually it is a 
“guide for family historians,” but here 
it is a “guide to research methods for 
family historians.” Usually these guides 
focus on the records and the contextual 
history. Here the author focuses on the 
methodology for doing research, thus 
the book is a well-written complement 
to all the other books in the series.  

John Wintrip, a professional 
genealogist, started his career as 
a research science librarian in 
universities so he understands research 
methodology. He points out that these 
days it is generally easy to get your 
English ancestral research back to the 
beginning of Queen Victoria’s reign 
because of the large national online 
indexes (census, civil registration, 
and church and cemetery burial 

records). But more care is needed in 
earlier research because the content 
of the records often doesn’t provide 
the information needed to prove 
the links between individuals and 
generations. He rightfully states in 
the introduction that “this book is not 
intended for complete beginners but 
for researchers who already have some 
experience of genealogical research, so 
comprehensive descriptions of sources 
are not included, but specific aspects 
of sources that affect the outcome of 
research are discussed.”

Wintrip describes his required 
competencies for genealogical research 
as: (1) knowledge of sources, (2) 
searching skills, (3) analytical and 
problem-solving skills, (4) external 
knowledge. A fifth skill involving 
the recording of information, citing 
sources, and good recordkeeping is 
acknowledged but not covered in this 
book. Chapter 2 outlines these four 

competencies, giving a excellent case 
study of how external knowledge 
(general and specific) solved a problem 
of how apparently geographically 
unrelated events were actually for the 
same family members.

As researchers would expect, there 
is rightfully an emphasis on knowledge 
of the sources, thus the many books 
that address sources. But here in 
chapter 3 we get a framework for 
understanding the sources themselves 
in terms of how and why the sources 
are created; what an individual record 
is within a source; and  how to analyze 
derivative sources, copies, transcripts, 
and authored works. In addition, there 
is a discussion on methods to find what 
records have survived and where they 
might be located now. 

Other chapters discuss information 
used to uniquely identify individuals 
being researched, including names, 
social status, religion, and occupation, 

Melissa 
Barker

Connect
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Tracing Your Pre-Victorian Ancestors: A Guide to Research Methods for Family Historians. By John 
Wintrip. Published by Pen & Sword Family History, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire 
S70 2AS, UK; http://pen-and-sword.co.uk; 2017. ISBN 978-147388-065-8.  x, 214 pp. Bibliography, 
illustrations. Paperback. £14.99. US Distributor: Casemate IPM, 1950 Lawrence Road, Havertown, 
PA 19083; http://casemateipm.com. $24.95.

Reviewed by Paul Milner of Park Ridge, Illinois

Colonial Virginia, DNA, 
Inspirational & More
Melissa Barker, Reviews Editor

If you have a genealogy- or history-related publication or product for review, please contact the FORUM 
managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org. Anyone interested in becoming a reviewer should also contact the 
managing editor.
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and how these may be made more 
complicated by relocation. These topics 
need to be addressed in any family 
research, but are particularly important 
and need to be understood in an 
English context. 

The final seven chapters in the book 
cover: searching for information, archives 
and libraries, evidence and proof, family 
reconstruction, missing ancestors, 
mistaken identity, and help from others. 
Wintrip is current with American 

methodological ideas found in the 
Genealogical Proof Standard and works 
by Elizabeth Shown Mills and Robert 
Charles Anderson. He puts these ideas 
into an English context, expanding and 
explaining through English examples. 

Throughout the book, short 
examples and case studies illustrate 
research problems that do occur 
and how to overcome them through 
expansion of one’s knowledge of the 
records themselves, their history, and 

external knowledge that puts the results 
into context. Success also requires a 
careful research process that can be 
followed, and this is well illustrated 
through decision (Venn) diagrams.

This book is highly recommended, 
especially for researchers wanting a 
thorough framework by which to do 
their English research, or those North 
American researchers wanting to better 
understand how English research 
processes are different. ■

The study of the history of 
Jamestown, the first permanent 

English settlement in America, was 
once limited to examination of a 
collection of historical documents 
and accounts that held contradictions, 
biases, and some misinformation within 
the text. Any physical evidence of the 
early settlers and their lives had long 
since been washed away by the rising 
waters in the James River, or so thought 
the “experts.” But William M. Kelso, 
who first visited the ruins of Jamestown 
as a graduate student, volunteered three 
decades later when the Association for 
the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities 
decided to investigate property on 
Jamestown Island in preparation for the 
400th anniversary of the colony in 2007.

In Jamestown, the Truth Revealed, 
Kelso, now head archaeologist of the 
Jamestown Rediscovery Project, details 
his efforts rediscovering Jamestown 
over a 20-year span (1994–2014). The 

first half of the book is an abridged 
version of his earlier book, Jamestown, 
the Buried Truth.   

In the first chapter, “Reimagining 
Jamestown,” Kelso puts forth the 
history of Jamestown based on the 
documentary evidence, including letters 
and other first-person accounts, maps, 
and other written material. Chapter 2, 
“Rediscovering Jamestown,” leads the 
reader through the initial archeological 
excavation. Clues in the documentary 
evidence provided descriptions and 
possibilities of where to start, and as 
each new find was located, comparisons 
were made with the original source 
material resulting in adjustments 
to the excavation plan. “Recovering 
Jamestownians” introduces readers 
to the settlers of Jamestown through 
the physical evidence of their earthly 
remains buried in graves found in the 
settlement. Genealogists interested in 
DNA research will find particularly 

interesting the comparison of DNA 
found in Jamestown graves with that of 
potential relatives in England. The fourth 
chapter, “Reanimating Jamestown,” 
brings the reader right into the fort 
itself. The more than two million objects 
found, over one-third of them dating 
from the early days of Jamestown, 
include weaponry, pottery, tools, 
religious artifacts, and various animal 
bones, giving the reader a picture of 
daily life in early Colonial Virginia.

Kelso’s exploration of Jamestown 
did not cease at the end of the 400th 
anniversary. Part 2 of the book “More 
Buried Truth,” relates the continuing 
excavation and investigation. As Kelso 
finds four graves in the chancel of the 
early Jamestown church, he walks the 
reader through his analysis of whose 
remains are contained therein, and 
why this must be so. He does not shy 
away from a frank discussion of the 
lengths the settlers went to in order 

Colonial Virginia

Jamestown, the Truth Revealed. By William M. Kelso. Published by University of Virginia Press, PO Box 
400318, Charlottesville, VA 22904; http://upress.virginia.edu; 2017. ISBN 978-0-8139-3993-3. xi, 296 
pp. Illustrations, index, notes, photographs. Hardcover. $34.95.

Reviewed by Mary Kircher Roddy of Seattle, Washington
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to survive—the previously whispered 
hints of cannibalism are brought into 
the open with the discovery of “Jane,” 
a young teenager whose remains 
tell the gruesome tale. The extent to 
which the settlers did and did not 
meet their directives from the sponsor, 
the Virginia Company, reminds the 

reader that Jamestown was first and 
foremost a commercial venture with an 
expectation of benefits and profits to be 
brought home to Mother England. 

The twenty-first century tools 
used by Kelso and his crew including 
X-ray, chemical and DNA analysis, and 
computer manipulation, combined with 

the historian’s knowledge of architecture, 
fashion, and technology, give answers to 
the what, why, and how questions of this 
early time in the settlement of America.  

The book is nicely illustrated 
with several maps and dozens of 
photographs of the archeological 
excavations and the artifacts found. ■

Elizabeth Shown Mills is known 
for her outstanding contribution 

to the genealogy world with her 
publication Evidence Explained: Citing 
History Sources from Artifacts to 
Cyberspace, which is in its third edition 
(Genealogical Publishing Company, 
revised 2017). 

In Tips & Quips for the Family 
Historian, Mills teams up with her 
granddaughter Ruth Brossette Lennon 
to write an inspiring publication of 
quotes from all manners of life but 
especially from the genealogy world. 
These words of wisdom, guidance, and 
teaching are a great resource for the 
genealogist to keep next to them as they 
pull their hair out researching their 
ancestors.

The reader could start from the 
beginning and read through the book 
in the order that it is written, however, 
Mills and Lennon give the reader a very 
useful listing of the different categories 
represented in the book and directs the 
reader to those pages. One category 
that caught my eye was “Research 
Traps.” When the reader turns to page 

98, there are two quotes relating to 
research traps. One from Mills herself 
and the other from Tony Burroughs 
that reads: “Going back too far too fast. 
Once genealogists find new ancestors, 
they immediately want to search for 
parents instead of learning as much as 
they can about the new ancestors.”

One of my favorite quotes in the 
book is on page 27 under the category 
“Documentation.” From David Woody, 
it reads: “In God we trust. All others 
must show sources.” As a genealogy 
speaker, teacher, and writer myself, 
I can see using a few of these quips 
to stress a teaching point or to get a 
laugh out of my audience. Those that 
write, lecture, and teach to genealogy 
audiences will no doubt find this little 
reference book a “go-to” resource to 
enhance articles and presentations.

This book would not be an 
Elizabeth Shown Mills publication 
without references. In the back of the 
book, there are 31 pages of detailed 
references, giving the original source 
for the tip or quip. After the reference 
section there is an alphabetical listing 

of the individuals who are quoted in 
the book. This section also gives the 
page numbers for each person’s quote. 
It is no surprise that Mills herself has 
the most quips and tips for her readers. 
There is a handy keyword section, and 
once that keyword is found, there is 
a reference sending the reader to the 
category where that keyword is used.

Mills’s granddaughter Ruth 
Brossette Lennon designed and 
typeset the book, which is beautiful 
and easy to read. The different fonts 
and artistic nature in which the tips 
and quips were set, give the reader a 
feeling that they are actually hearing 
the author speak the words. It is 
evident that Lennon took great pains 
to present the materials in such a way 
that it would inspire and give joy to 
anyone reading it.

Tips & Quips for the Family 
Historian is a book that you can enjoy 
while relaxing and sipping a cup of 
coffee or tea. It is also a book that a 
frustrated genealogist can retreat to and 
receive comfort and peace. ■

Inspirational

Tips & Quips for the Family Historian. By Elizabeth Shown Mills and Ruth Brossette Lennon. Published 
by Genealogical Publishing Company, 3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211; http://
genealogical.com; 2017. ISBN 978-0-8063-2041-0. 173 pp. Appendix, index. Hardcover. $14.95.

Reviewed by Melissa Barker of Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee
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This volume is published in 
association with the Imperial 

War Museums, and is written by Sarah 
Paterson, a longtime member of the 
library staff who has worked extensively 
on assisting researchers and answering 
queries. Paterson’s experience shows 

clearly in the thoroughness of this 
extensive research guide. This is a must-
have for anyone who knows, suspects, 
or thinks they might have a World War 
I prisoner of war in their family tree.

Prisoner of war records are more 
readily available for World War II, 

and our image of the prisoner of war 
experience is strongly influenced by 
film and literature of the period. For 
World War I prisoners and civilian 
internees, the experience was very 
different, and what records have 
survived is much more hit and miss, 

British Research, World War I Research

Tracing Your Prisoner of War Ancestors: The First World War: A Guide for Family Historians. By Sarah 
Paterson. Published by Pen & Sword Family History, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire 
S70 2AS, UK; http://pen-and-sword.co.uk; 2012. ISBN 978-1848845015. 234 pp. Appendixes, 
illustrations, index. Paperback. £14.99. US Distributor: Casemate IPM, 1950 Lawrence Road, 
Havertown, PA 19083; http://casemateipm.com. $24.95.

Reviewed by Paul Milner of Park Ridge, Illinois

If you are looking for a practical 
guide to expand your knowledge 

about using DNA in your genealogy 
research, then Genetic Genealogy in 
Practice is for you. Authors Blaine T. 
Bettinger and Debbie Parker Wayne, 
who both have extensive experience in 
genetic genealogy, share their wisdom 
to help you get the most out of your 
DNA test results. According to the 
preface: “This book focuses on the 
specifics of applying DNA test results 
and genetics as evidence to examine a 
genealogical question.”

There are four chapters dedicated 
to each of the four types of DNA 
used in genealogy research: Y-DNA, 
mitochondrial DNA, autosomal DNA, 
and X-DNA. Each of these chapters 

goes over the basics of the DNA type, 
the inheritance pattern, test advantages 
and limitations, and testing strategies. 
The bulk of these chapters is dedicated 
to the test results—understanding and 
using them to answer genealogical 
questions. What sets this book apart 
from others on the subject is the 
practical exercises at the conclusion 
of each chapter. While these chapters 
illustrate the concepts using several 
examples, you tend to better retain 
information when you are able to 
apply it right away and the exercises 
allow you to do this. The exercises are 
thought-provoking and really make you 
work through the scenario to figure out 
the solution, as you would do in your 
own research. Answers and detailed 

explanations are found in appendix D. 
There are a few questions where you 
need to consult an online reference to 
determine the answer, so you might 
want to sit at your computer or have a 
mobile device nearby when working on 
the exercises.

Other chapters cover standards 
and ethics, family studies, and writing a 
conclusion using DNA evidence. These 
chapters also have practical exercises.

Overall, this book is a little 
technical in nature and is designed to be 
used as a workbook. Anyone interested 
in using DNA testing in genealogy can 
benefit from this book. But, if you are 
someone who learns better through 
practical application, then this is 
certainly a book you need to pick up. ■

DNA, Genetic Genealogy

Genetic Genealogy in Practice. By Blaine T. Bettinger and Debbie Parker Wayne. Published by 
National Genealogical Society, 3108 Columbia Pike, Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22204; http://
ngsgenealogy.org; 2016. ISBN 978-1-935815-22-8. 196 pp. Charts, exercises, glossary, illustrations, 
resources, tables. Paperback. $36.05 ($30.06 for NGS members; also available on Kindle for $9.99).

Reviewed by Julie Cahill Tarr of Waterford, Wisconsin
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in addition to the problem that the 
records can be scattered. Approximately 
192,000 British and Commonwealth 
servicemen became prisoners. Over 
16,000 did not return, and of those 
that did, many were reluctant to talk 
about their experience such that family 
members may not have known about 
their imprisonment. 

The book discusses the highly 
variable experience of prisoners and 
looks at the records of the: British Red 
Cross Society and the Central Prisoners 
of War Committee, Commonwealth 
War Grave Commission, British 
prisoners of war and civilian internees 

in Germany, British prisoners held 
by Turkey, Britons exchanged and 
interned in neutral countries, and 
German prisoners of war and civilian 
internees in the United Kingdom. Many 
records have not survived, but the book 
guides the researcher to primary and 
secondary materials that will identify 
their servicemen and their experience, 
illustrating what can be found with 
photographs, records, and case studies.

The appendixes provide valuable 
reference materials identifying British 
prisoner of war camps operated by 
Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, Turkey, 
and East Africa, plus a list of camps and 

places of internment within the United 
Kingdom. These are supplemented 
with appendixes for: quick guide to key 
resources, abbreviations and glossary, 
and a useful select bibliography. These 
appendixes of hard-to-find details 
occupy one hundred pages and alone 
are worth the cost of the book. 

Because this book resulted from 
the author’s knowledge of the questions 
asked by researchers over many years, it 
displays a deep understanding of where 
readers are likely to get stuck. It fills a 
need for a comprehensive, practical guide 
to tracing World War I prisoners of war 
and learning about their experience. ■

Diahan Southard is a genetic 
genealogist who has a knack for 

using analogies and plain English to 
explain genetic genealogy concepts. 
So far, Southard has authored ten 
DNA “quick guides,” all of which 
were submitted to FORUM for review. 
All ten are briefly reviewed here 
individually. Please note that the 
guides we received were published 
from 2014 to 2016, and in some cases, 
information is outdated. I have noted 
these instances. According to the 
publisher’s website, many of the guides 
appear to have been updated in 2017. 

Getting Started: Genetics for the 
Genealogist (2014; some information 
is outdated) This guide provides a 
very brief overview of using DNA for 
genealogy. There is a decision chart 
to help you determine who to test and 

what test to take, but other than an 
honorable mention in the glossary, 
the guide really doesn’t explain the 
types of tests and why you would use 
them in certain situations; you would 
need to purchase subsequent guides 
to learn more. There is a nice section 
that helps you talk to relatives about 
submitting a sample for testing, as 
well as relevant FAQs.

Y Chromosome DNA for the 
Genealogist (2014) This guide 
explains how Y-DNA can be used for 
genealogical purposes and what you 
can expect to learn from the results, 
as they relate to genetic matches and 
your haplogroup (“deep ancestry”). 
It provides an overview of the match 
screen from Family Tree DNA, walking 
you through each item. This guide does 
not get into interpreting Y-DNA results.

Mitochondrial DNA for the 
Genealogist (2014) Same as Y-DNA 
above, except for mitochondrial DNA.

Autosomal DNA for the 
Genealogist (2014) This guide explains 
what autosomal DNA (atDNA) is and 
how it can be used in your genealogy 
research. There are helpful tips, such as 
making contact with matches and how 
to organize your data. An explanation 
of ethnic heritage derived from atDNA 
is also included.

Understanding Family Tree DNA: A 
Companion Guide to Autosomal DNA for 
the Genealogist (2015; many instructions 
are outdated because of the new interface 
introduced in 2016) In general, the tools 
and terminology are the same, but the 
how-to is a little different. This guide gives 
a brief overview of the Family Finder 
match list and the different tools offered 

DNA, Genetic Genealogy

Various DNA “quick guides.” By Diahan Southard. Published by Genealogy Gems Publications; 
http:genealogygems.com; 2014–2016. 4 pp. each. $8.95 each.

Reviewed by Julie Cahill Tarr of Waterford, Wisconsin
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by Family Tree DNA. There are also tips 
for finding your “best matches.”

Understanding AncestryDNA: 
A Companion Guide to Autosomal 
DNA for the Genealogist (2015; 
slightly outdated)  This guide gives a 
good overview of the different features 
available at AncestryDNA and how to 
find your “best matches.”

Understanding 23andMe: A 
Companion Guide to Autosomal DNA 
for the Genealogist (2015) I skipped 
this guide because it’s completely out of 
date (new interface introduced in 2016).

Gedmatch: A Next Step for Your 
Autosomal DNA Test (2016) This guide 
gives a good overview of the many tools 

available at Gedmatch, a third-party 
tool used in genetic genealogy. Two 
of the matching tools are explained in 
more detail; there is also discussion of 
the ethnicity tools.

Next Steps: Working with Your 
Autosomal DNA Matches (2016) This 
guide explains a four-step process for 
working with your DNA matches by 
forming a “genetic network.” Southard 
also shares a unique pedigree analysis 
tool using Excel.

Organizing Your DNA Matches: A 
Companion Guide (2016) As the title 
suggests, this guide discusses methods 
for tracking your DNA matches. There 
are some interesting ideas presented, 

including the use of Google Earth. 
Chromosome mapping is also mentioned.

Overall, the guides use a variety of 
visual elements to help illustrate points. 
There were a few that seemed slightly 
disorganized and/or the layout made it 
difficult to follow. Unfortunately, these 
guides do not open flat and the text 
runs into the gutter making the inside 
pages hard to read. Southard is a very 
knowledgeable expert on the subject of 
genetic genealogy and has some great 
tips. However, it is hard to keep printed 
materials current in this ever-evolving 
aspect of genealogy and therefore, some 
guides may be more useful than others. ■ 

Glasgow has grown from a minor 
cathedral town to a major 

metropolitan center through the 
influence of tobacco, shipping, and 
manufacturing. It is one of the largest 
cities in the British Isles and certainly the 
largest in Scotland, an excellent place to 
do both family and local history research.

The book opens with a guide to the 
institutions in Glasgow with research 
collections, giving contact information 
and summaries of their holdings. This 
is followed by a brief history of the 
expanding city of Glasgow and the 
surrounding communities, as well as a 
chapter of key sources. The remaining 
chapters of the book focus on particular 
topics and record sets and provide more 

in-depth information, covering: local 
government and taxation, the church in 
Glasgow, trade and industry, transport, 
education, health and welfare, migration, 
Glasgow at war, sport and entertainment, 
law and order, and local detail. 

Within these chapters are some 
excellent tables of records, providing 
dates of coverage and archive reference 
numbers, such as: Established Church 
Kirk Session records, Catholic Church 
parish registers, records of merchant 
and trade houses (some beginning in 
the thirteenth century), and licensed 
occupations. Within each of the chapters 
are shorter lists of records that have 
survived, some of which are unique to 
the city, but many that are common 

throughout Scotland, described here 
in their local context. The records 
themselves are explained well, and 
the specific local reference numbers 
are provided. A good bibliography is 
provided for those wanting to dig further 
into aspects of the local history. 

This book is well written and a must 
for anyone with ancestors in Glasgow or 
the surrounding communities. However, 
it also has wider appeal for others with 
Scottish ancestors because it includes a 
description of the national records (such 
as taxation records). If your ancestors live 
in another Scottish burgh this inclusion 
will certainly indicate and explain 
what records may be available for your 
community. ■ 

Scottish Research

Tracing Your Glasgow Ancestors: A Guide for Family and Local Historians. By Ian Maxwell. Published 
by Pen & Sword Family History, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 2AS, UK; http://
pen-and-sword.co.uk; 2017. ISBN 978-147386-721-5.  202 pp. Appendix, bibliography, illustrations. 
Paperback. £14.99. US Distributor: Casemate IPM, 1950 Lawrence Road, Havertown, PA 19083; 
http://casemateipm.com. $24.95.

Reviewed by Paul Milner of Park Ridge, Illinois
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Before You Go . . .

Despite its name, Old Fulton NY 
Post Cards is really not a website 

about postcards. It is primarily a 
digital archive of historic newspapers 
containing over 1,000 New York 
newspapers, as well as many from other 
states and Canada. 

The interface is unusual and outdated 
(with odd explosion sounds from time 
to time), and the site has seemingly not 
been updated in a few years. But don’t let 
that fool you. Old Fulton NY Post Cards 
currently hosts over 39 million newspaper 
pages—three times more than the Library 
of Congress’s Chronicling America—and 
is one of the largest historic newspaper 
databases in the world.

What makes this project even more 
amazing is that the site is maintained 
and funded by one person: Tom 
Tryniski, of Fulton, New York. Tryniski 

began the site with a collection of old 
postcards from Fulton County (hence 
the name), and then eventually scanned 
the entire run of the county’s Oswego 
Valley News. In 2003, he purchased a 
microfilm scanner, added a few servers 
to the gazebo on his front porch, and 
has been scanning about a quarter 
of a million pages of microfilmed 
newspapers per month ever since.

To search Old Fulton NY Post 
Cards, enter your criteria in the search 
box in the left pane and click Search. 
Results will appear in the left pane with 
hyperlinks to view the newspaper pages 
in the right pane. Your search criteria 
will be highlighted on the page, making 
the desired article easy to find.

You can “surf ” through the pages of 
results by using the buttons across the 
top of the screen. Mouseover the right 

pane for buttons to zoom in/out or fit 
the page to the screen. To resize the 
panes, simply drag the gray divider bar 
to the desired size.

Old Fulton NY Post Cards is 
powered by Adobe Flash, so if you 
have trouble viewing the site, you may 
need to update your Flash software. For 
assistance click the faq_help_index 
button at the top of the screen.

Despite attempts from several large 
database companies to purchase Old 
Fulton NY Post Cards, Tom Tryniski has 
resisted selling because his goal is to 
keep the site completely free to use. The 
website is funded by Tryniski himself, 
with the major expenses being that 
of bandwidth and servers. Financial 
donations, as well as spare hard drives, 
are gladly accepted.

—Elizabeth O’Neal

Old Fulton NY Post Cards
http://fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
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