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From the Editor

Spring is in the air, and with that comes more exciting changes to FORUM. First, I want 
to welcome Melissa Barker as our new Reviews editor. She jumped in earlier this year 
and is off and running, so expect the number of reviews to pick up in upcoming issues. 

Additionally, I want to introduce two new columnist: Michael S. Ramage, who will author 
the “Forensic Genealogy” column, and Linda Coffin, who will author the “Beyond Boxes & 
Binders” column. Both new columns debut in this issue.  

Beyond this exciting news, we have a great lineup of articles. Inside you’ll find strategies 
for researching your African American ancestors, learn about various records to explore when 
researching your railroad worker ancestors, and get expert tips on researching in libraries and 
archives. Continuing from the previous issue, you’ll also find more interesting tidbits about 
FGS’s history as it celebrates its 40th anniversary throughout 2016.

As always, many thanks to the wonderful people who contributed to this issue; we couldn’t 
put out a quality magazine without you. Anyone who would like an opportunity to write for 
FORUM should contact me at forumeditor@fgs.org to discuss your ideas. If you’re looking for 
inspiration, please contact me—I have a long list of article ideas!

Julie

Julie 
Cahill Tarr

Check out the FGS 2016 Conference Brochure at the end of this issue!
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At the recent RootsTech conference in Salt Lake City, 
I looked at the topic of “Bridging Real and Digital 
Landscapes” at the FGS luncheon. While preparing for 

the topic, I was incredibly inspired by the future of our societies. 
The projects and activities in which so many of our organizations 
are involved are terrific examples of leveraging the assets of an 
organization alongside new technologies. Because not everyone 
could attend RootsTech and the FGS luncheon, I wanted to share 
a few key messages from the luncheon.

There are a few things we know about our societies. First, 
we know societies that integrate technology are thriving.  
Those organizations have worked to ensure technology plays a 
role throughout the organization—from events, to marketing, 
to membership and everywhere in-between. Second, we know 
the balance between technology and tradition is a struggle for 
many societies. The need to ensure that local members have 
continued member benefits, while also engaging members 
who live thousands of miles away, likely keeps many society 
leaders awake at night. Third, and perhaps most important for 
us to remember, we know our societies serve an essential role 
within the genealogical community. 

But what does that role look like in the year 2016 and in 
the future? While the topic could fill an entire issue (or year) 
of FORUM, I looked at four areas that stood out across a 
large number of FGS member societies: education, projects, 
community, and advocacy.

The Southern California Genealogical Society’s Jamboree 
(http://genealogyjamboree.com) is often talked about, but 
their creation of a Genetic Genealogy Day (now a must-
attend feature of the event) is a perfect example of blending 
a traditional educational resource (the Jamboree) with a 
relevant, essential topic for attendees (DNA and genealogy). 
When looking at ways conference programs are marketed, we 
could learn from watching the Ontario Genealogical Society 
(http://ogs.on.ca/conference). Their 2016 program includes 
a wide variety of interesting topics, and their online posts 
include details about speakers and topics beyond the typical 
biographies and descriptions. 

Looking at projects, we have seen a wide variety of 
creative ideas in Caroline Pointer’s FORUM column “Spotlight 

on Member Projects.” The Rochester (NY) Genealogical 
Society (http://crpc.nyrgs.org) is among those spotlighted, 
whose innovative church records project teaches volunteers 
about technology while also preserving records. The society’s 
project is a perfect match for relevant, viable projects that 
bridge tradition and technology.

Many organizations strive to form a sense of community, 
such as the Guild of One Name Studies (http://one-name.
org), whose online resources include growing global indexes 
of collections including probate and marriage records. The 
Special Interest Groups of the Villages Genealogical Society 
(http://www.villagesgenealogy.org) cover a wide variety of 
topics and seem to meet nearly every day of the week (with 
more than 1,000 members and growing, the Villages might be 
the fastest growing genealogical society in the United States). 

When looking for examples of advocacy, the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (http://iajgs.
org) serves as a stalwart example. Advocacy is clear from the 
organization’s homepage, and their essential involvement in 
the Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC), 
along with FGS, plays a vital role in ensuring genealogists 
maintain access to valuable records.

The “mark” a society can leave through education, 
projects, community, and advocacy is unmistakable. Consider 
the role of societies in the Preserve the Pensions project. 
More than 75 individual societies have contributed more than 
$215,000, which when matched by FGS and Ancestry.com has 
provided $568,916 to the project. 

As you look at your society’s activities, consider this—
what is your organization doing to bridge the divide between 
tradition and technology? The future of our genealogical 
societies is full of incredible potential; so long as we 
remember our value and continue to find relevant roles in the 
family history community.

Until next time,

Joshua 

Bridging Tradition & 
Technology
By D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FGS President

President’s Message

D. Joshua 
Taylor

Connect
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New! EVIDENCE EXPLAINED: 
Citing History Sources from Artifacts 
to Cyberspace. Third Edition. Elizabeth 
Shown Mills. 892 pp., illus., indexed, 
hardcover. 2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2017-5. 
$59.95 
This new edition is the definitive guide 
to the citation and analysis of historical 
sources. Like previous editions it explains 
citation principles for both traditional and 
nontraditional sources; includes more 

than 1,000 citation models for virtually every source type; and 
shows readers where to go to find their sources and how to de-
scribe and evaluate them. It contains many new citation models, 
updates to websites, and descriptions and evaluations of numer-
ous contemporary materials not included in earlier editions. In 
particular, researchers can make use of a new QuickStart Guide, 
expanded coverage for genetic citations (the hottest new topic 
in genealogical research), expanded coverage of layered cita-
tions, the latest concepts in evidence analysis, coverage of the 
latest media and delivery systems, and an expanded glossary.

POLISH ROOTS. Second Edition. 
Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 pp., maps, indexed, 
paper. 2014. ISBN 978-0-8063-2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original Pol-
ish Roots in 1993, the Internet has made 
the task of locating Polish ancestors much 
easier, as more information and images are 
made available online. In addition, there 
has been a marked rise in interest in geneal-
ogy in Poland, resulting in a great increase 

in the number of Polish genealogical societies available and the 
amount of helpful information disseminated. This second edi-
tion addresses these exciting developments, with a new Intro-
duction, four new chapters, several new maps and charts, and 
numerous updates throughout the original text.

IN SEARCH OF YOUR GERMAN 
ROOTS. A Complete Guide to Tracing Your 
Ancestors in the German Areas of Europe. 
Fifth Edition. Angus Baxter. 138 pp., paper. 
2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2011-3. $19.95
This guide is designed to help you trace 
your German ancestry, not only in Germany 
but in all the German-speaking areas of Eu-
rope, from the Baltic to the Crimea, from 
the Czech Republic to Belgium. It shows 

you how to conduct your research from your computer, using a 
variety of online resources, and also points you to the most use-
ful repositories of records abroad. This fifth edition highlights 
all of the recent developments—new facilities, new websites, 
newly available records—that have made German family his-
tory research immeasurably easier. 

HISTORIC GERMAN NEWSPAPERS 
ONLINE. Ernest Thode. 234 pp., paper. 2015. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-2005-2. $24.95
Most of the newspapers cited here are from 
Germany and the former Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, though there are papers cited here 
from as far afield as China and Oklahoma. A 
single site hosted by the Austrian National 
Library, for example, has digitized millions 
of pages in hundreds of titles from Austro-
Hungary. Hundreds of other websites are hosted by libraries, 
universities, museums, and institutions, many with English lan-
guage interfaces.

The genealogical information you can find in these newspa-
pers is almost limitless. It includes notices of births, marriages 
and deaths from civil registrations, baptisms and wedding an-
nouncements from churches, intentions to emigrate, trade news, 
lists of pupils, appointments to office, promotions, transfers, re-
tirements, deaths, estate sales, lists of hotel guests, and a multi-
tude of everyday notices. You’ll be amazed at the range of infor-
mation available to you online in German-language newspapers.

THE ULTIMATE SEARCH BOOK: U.S. 
Adoption, Genealogy & Other Search 
Secrets. Lori Carangelo. 8½" x 11".  
92 pp., illus., indexed, paper. 2015.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5729-4. $19.95
This is a completely up-to-date exposition 
of Lori Carangelo’s mastery in finding ad-
opted children, missing relatives, runaway 
children, and others that she has cultivated 
over her adult lifetime. The director of the 
organization Americans for Open Records, Carangelo explains 
(1) just how search experts get past the wall of secrecy and road-
blocks to their loved ones; (2) how, in the case of adoptees, they 
find someone without a prior knowledge of the name; and (3) the 
trade secrets of both professional investigators and amateur sleuths 
for legally circumventing roadblocks to accessing information. 
She discusses numerous record categories that figure in the dis-
covery process, including court dockets, adoption decrees, hospital 
records, baptismal certificates, DMV records, Social Security re-
cords, DNA testing, voter registrations, telephone records, military 
records, divorces, tax records, and much more.

SUSTAINABLE GENEALOGY: 
Separating Fact from Fiction in Family 
Legends. Richard Hite. 126 pp., illus., paper. 
2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-1982-7. $18.95
This work explains how to avoid the traps 
many family historians can fall into. Wheth-
er it’s a proud family legend, a venerable 
publication, or the claims of an Internet 
family tree, the unsubstantiated genealogi-
cal source won’t stand up. Taking “heed of 
the cautions cited and putting into practice 
the lessons learned in this book will make you all much better 
family historians and ensure that your genealogical legacy will 
be one to be trusted.”

Postage & handling: One book $5.50; each additional book 
$2.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax. 

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Call toll-free 1-800-296-6687  FAX 410-752-8492  WEBSITE: www.genealogical.com
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By Melissa Barker

Researching in Libraries & Archives 
The Dos & Don’ts

The brick and mortar buildings that we call libraries, 
archives, courthouses, genealogical societies, historical 
societies, and museums are all around us. They hold 

the records we are searching for as genealogists. 
But, do you know how to use these repositories for 

the utmost benefit to your research? Do you take into 
consideration the way each of these repositories operate and 
how you should approach them when you visit or make a 
request? This article will shed light on several best practices 
so you get the most out of your research experience, when 
visiting or contacting a repository.

DO check the repository’s website, if they have one, for any 
indexed records or digitized records. If they have indexed 
records or digitized records, write down the reference 
number or source information that indicates where the actual 
document can be located at the repository. This way when 

you contact or visit the repository, you can tell the archivist 
specifically what records you want and where they can be 
located. Be sure to tell them that you found the information 
on their website. Also, while you are on their website, 
locate the repository’s contact information including phone 
number, e-mail address, physical address, and directions to 
their facility.

DO plan ahead and call or e-mail the repository. One of 
the most important parts of planning ahead is to contact 
the repository by phone or e-mail and find out their days 
and hours of operation. You don’t want to show up at the 
repository and find that they are closed. You also don’t 
want to arrive at the repository an hour before they close 
and be rushed trying to get your research completed. Some 
repositories have limited hours or specific days and times they 
are open; you need to know this when planning a visit. Some 
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repositories require that you make an appointment in advance 
before you arrive, so be sure to ask if an appointment time is 
needed. Archivists will plan their day around appointment 
times and some are even willing to pull records in anticipation 
of your visit. If you do make an appointment, make sure you 
show up at the appointed time and are not late. If for some 
reason you cannot keep the appointment, call the repository 
as soon as you can and let them know so they can give your 
appointment time to someone else.

DO ask about the availability of parking at or near the 
facility. This is one aspect of visiting a repository most people 
don’t think about. Some repositories have limited parking at 
their facility. For example, the Tennessee State Library and 
Archives has very limited parking at their actual facility; if 
you did not call before your visit, you would not have known. 
Most repositories can direct you to parking sites or garages 
near the facility. Come prepared to pay for parking at a garage 
or even a parking meter. If you have a disability, inform the 
repository and they should be able to help you find the best 
accommodations for parking.

DO ask about the use of electronics in the repository. 
Does the repository allow handheld scanners or digital 
photography to capture the documents that you find? Some 
will allow patrons to scan and photograph documents and 
some won’t, so be sure you know what you can and can’t do 
before you get there.

DO ask in advance what the copy fees are for copying 
documents or any other fees related to getting copies of 
documents. Also, find out the fee for copying from microfilm 
readers. This is an important step of planning ahead because 
if the repository does not keep change on hand you will need 
to bring exact change to use in the microfilm reader, copy 
machine, or any other reproducing device. Some repositories 
have change machines available but some don’t. It is important 
to plan ahead and come prepared.

DO make a to-do list to use as a guide for your research. 
If you do not have a plan of attack or at least a listing of 
the documents and information you’d like to find during 
your visit, you could be overwhelmed and lost. You want 
your research trip to be as successful as possible. Once you 
have completed the research on your list, you can widen 
your search to include many other record collections at the 
repository. It is also a good idea, when you initially contact 
the repository, to find out if they have the kinds of records you 

want to access. You don’t want to travel to a repository to find 
that they don’t have the records you need.

DO ask about vertical files, sometimes also called subject 
files. Vertical files are a collection of records, usually housed 
in filing cabinets, that are divided by surname and by subject 
in individual file folders. There should be an index at the 
repository of what is available in their vertical files. Vertical 
files are like a box of chocolates, you never know what you 
will get. For instance, you may look at the file for the Smith 
surname and within that folder you could find newspaper 
clippings, a family history, or just about anything. There 
could also be a file for the Erin United Methodist Church, 
which could contain a membership roster, church bulletins, 
and many other miscellaneous items. Vertical files are 
almost never digitized and put online. The individual items 
within the folders are usually not included in an index. This 
collection of records can be a great resource for genealogists. 
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DO ask about manuscript collections. These collections of 
records are some of the most valuable and useful resources 
for genealogists to explore. Again, the repository should have 
an index of their manuscript collection. Once you have found 
a specific collection that you want to look at, for instance a 
collection entitled “The John Smith Papers 1648–1772,” ask 
to see the finding aid. The finding aid is a document that is a 
box-by-box, folder-by-folder description of what is contained 
in the collection. Be aware that not each and every document, 
photograph, or record is individually named in the finding 
aid. You will probably have listings that look something like, 
“Box 1, Folder 3: Correspondence 1762–1772.” If you feel that 
there could be something in this folder of interest to your 
research, then you can request that the folder be pulled so 
you can examine it. Or, if needed, you can ask to examine the 
entire collection.  

DO ask the archivist to refer you to other repositories that 
could help you with your research. If you don’t find what you 
are looking for at the repository that you initially traveled to 
or contacted by phone or e-mail, ask the archivist where the 
records or information could be found. Archivists will usually 
know where other record collections are stored in their area. 
Archivists can be your best source for locating where records 
are housed in the area you are researching. 

DO cite your sources before you leave the repository. While 
citing your sources can be a tedious task, it is one that will 
greatly benefit your research. Whether you find something 
in a published book, microfilm reel, or in a manuscript 
collection, be sure to record where you found the document 
or information. There is nothing worse than getting home and 
going through the records from your research trip only to find 
that you did not write down the source of a document. 

DON’T show up at a repository without calling ahead 
to find out their hours of operation, whether you need an 
appointment scheduled, or if there are any other policies or 
procedures in place that might hinder your visit. I’m stating 
this again, as I did previously, because this is a very important 
first step.

DON’T be surprised if a repository staff member asks to 
search through your belongings before you bring them into 
the research area. The staff may require this search when you 
arrive and before you leave. Some repositories have policies 
in place that require them to search purses, bags, computer 
cases, backpacks, and other items. They do this for security 
purposes, making sure you don’t bring in anything you’re 
not suppose to and you don’t leave with anything you’re 
not supposed to. Document theft is very prevalent in our 
repositories and once those documents walk out the door, 
most of the time they are gone forever. Facilities take steps to 
make sure that doesn’t happen. Don’t think they suspect you 
of anything; their policy applies to everyone. 

DON’T be surprised if the repository requires you to 
put your belongings in a locker and doesn’t allow you to 
bring them into the research area. Again, this is for security 
purposes and to prevent document theft. Usually they will 
allow you to take a pencil, pad of paper, and your research 
with you into the research area. Each repository is different, so 
be sure you educate yourself on the policies and procedures of 
each facility you are going to visit.

DON’T be surprised if a staff member asks you to put 
on gloves to handle documents, photographs, or artifacts. 
This is especially true for fragile documents and photographs. 
Remember, many archival materials are one-of-a-kind; 
unique items that cannot be replaced need to be handled 
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with care. The debate in the archives world about whether 
or not to wear gloves while handling documents is ongoing. 
Most repositories do not require gloves with most items 
these days, but if the document is fragile or if you are going 
to be handling photographs, they will most likely ask you 
to wear gloves, which they should supply. It is also possible 
that the staff will not let you handle the actual documents 
and photographs due to their fragility or it’s their policy. In 
some cases, the repository might have made a digital copy 
or a paper facsimile for patrons to use instead of the original 
record. While all genealogists love to see and handle the 
original records, please follow the policies of the repository. 

DON’T tell the archivist about all of your ancestors 
and all of your research. Don’t say “I want everything for 
the Smith family,” as you will get nowhere with that kind of 
request. Be as specific as possible when asking the archivist 
for help, including telling them the documents you already 
have. Provide complete names and dates of the persons you 
are researching, including maiden names of the females. 
Archivists are not there to do the research for you. Instead, 
they are there to help you locate documents and information 
that you are specifically searching for. Archivist are usually 
helping more than one person at a time and have other job 

duties they are 
required to handle, 
so making specific 
requests of the 
archivist is the 
best practice. If 
the archivist feels 
they need more 
information in 
order to help you, 
they will ask and 
then you can share 
more of your 
family story to 
help in the search. 
You will find that 
archivists are eager 
to help in finding 
what you are 
looking for and to 
that end, they will 
go out of their way 
to locate records 

that might be helpful. If the repository allows it, you can 
request records collections be pulled in advance of your 
visit so that they are waiting for you when you arrive at the 
facility. This will save you some time; it will also give the 
archivist an idea of what you are looking for and maybe they 
will know of other record collections that could be of help to 
you and your research.

DON’T expect to find every record collection indexed. 
When you visit or contact a repository be sure to ask about 
the indexes of their record collections. Indexes will help 
you locate specific records more quickly. However, please 
remember that not all record collections have been indexed. 
Detailed indexing of records is a task that the staff does as 
they have the time.  

DON’T rearrange the order of documents located in 
a vertical file or manuscript collection. The archivists have 
painstakingly arranged these files and records in a particular 
manner for a reason. When they hand you the file folder, look 
at each document but keep them in their original order.

DON’T leave the your work area messy when you leave. 
If you have any trash, please throw it away. Most repositories 
ask that you leave any books or records you used on the 
table for them to re-shelve. This policy helps to prevent the 
misplacement of items so they can easily be found for the 
next researcher. 

I hope these dos and don’ts help you on your next trip to 
a repository. You do not need to feel intimidated or awkward 
when visiting and researching in the many wonderful record 
repositories out there. If you prepare for your visit and follow 
these tips, your visit should be pleasant and successful. Also, 
remember: It’s not all online, visit an archive today!

Melissa Barker is a Certified Archivist 
currently working as the archivist for 
Houston County, Tennessee. She is also 
a professional genealogist lecturing, 
teaching, and writing about the 
genealogy research process, researching 
in archives, and records preservation. 
She conducts virtual webinar 
presentations across the United States 
for genealogical and historical societies. 
She writes a popular blog entitled A 

Genealogist in the Archives and serves as the Reviews editor 
for FORUM. She has been researching her own family history 
for the past 25 years. 

Connect
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By Janice Lovelace, PhD

Breaking 
Through 

Brick Walls
10 Strategies to Find Your 
African American Ancestors 

African American genealogy presents challenges that are both similar to 
European genealogy (census and some vital records) and different from 
European genealogy (a paucity of records during slavery and separate 

records during legalized segregation).  
During slavery, African Americans who were enslaved had few rights. They 

often led lives with only a first name and seldom left records reflecting their 
name. Typical vital records that might be found for European ancestors are rarely 
found for those enslaved. Slaves were not allowed to legally marry. If a birth was 
recorded, the “father” was recorded as the slave owner. Burials were frequently 
in unmarked graves in a slave section of the owners’ land; most of these burial 
grounds have been lost over time.

This article highlights strategies for finding African American ancestors in the 
1800s, including breaking through the brick wall of slavery. Ideas for looking at 
slave owners and their records are included. What records might exist and where 
they can be found are also discussed.
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African American genealogy begins like most genealogical 
hunts by asking: What do I already know? What is the oral 
history that has been passed down? What names and places 
do you know—start with parents and go as far back in time 
as possible. Does the family oral history indicate how the last 
name after Emancipation was chosen? Was there a known 
name change? Where did the family live, especially in the 
years following the Civil War? Many were financially unable 
to leave the area where they had been enslaved, while others 
chose to remain in an area they knew. Did they become part 
of the Great Migration from the South to metropolitan areas 
in the North from the late 1800s through mid-1900s?

Federal census records are a big help starting from 1940 and 
working back to 1870 for formerly enslaved families. If there 
are “free blacks” in the family, then your census research 
can go back even further. It is common to find your parents 
or grandparents listed in the 1940 census. Finding census 
records for African Americans for the twentieth century 
is fairly easy; census records become more difficult in the 
nineteenth century. In the 1900 census, it is likely that the 
adults enumerated were born during slavery or the decade 
after Emancipation. The 1900 census lists the state in which 
they were born AND the state where their parents were born. 
This gives the researcher a good idea of the place where an 
ancestor lived during slavery.

Work backwards to 1870, if possible. Most newly freed 
citizens are first enumerated in 1870. Look carefully at their 
neighbors—both African American and white. Are there 
people who share the same last name? They may be related. 

A white family with the same last name may 
be the former slave owner. Are there white 
families close by with a different last name? 
They could be related to a former owner (such 
as in-laws).

Once a potential owner has been identified, 
look for 1860 and 1850 slave schedules, 

which are part of the federal census. Did 
the potential slave owner have slaves 

who were the right gender and age 
for your ancestor?

Some states also have censuses, often done mid-decade. 
If your ancestor lived in one of these states, take this 
opportunity to gather more detailed information. 

State and county records can be helpful once an ancestor is 
located in the census. In the South, from the end of the Civil 
War through the mid-twentieth century, many vital records 
(birth, marriage, death) were kept in separate files for the 
“colored” population, so remember that as you search records. 

Birth records are unusual to find before Emancipation 
for those enslaved. Throughout the 1800s, birth records are 
hit and miss, especially for African American children. Most 
states started keeping more consistent records by the early 
1900s. The birth record is helpful in identifying the mother’s 
maiden name, which helps to track her family.  

Slave laws in the South did not allow the slave to 
“officially” marry. After Emancipation, there was an 
opportunity for couples to declare that they had been together 
a certain number of years. Check for these “Declarations of 
Marriage” at the county level with other marriage records. 
A marriage license is likely found in the home county of the 
bride or groom since most people did not have the money to 
travel elsewhere to get married. But, if the family was near a 
state line, check the next state; it might have been easier or 
cheaper to marry there. Marriage records vary widely but 
generally list the ages of the bride and groom, their place of 
birth, and possibly their parents.

Death records often list place of birth and name of 
parents—if the informant knew. Those adult ancestors who 
died in the early 1900s were likely born during slavery or 
shortly thereafter. The birthplace information is another clue 
to the county/state where they may have been enslaved.

Military records may be helpful if an ancestor fought in the 
Civil War. Look at the records, especially the “Descriptive List 
of Colored Volunteers,” which summarized the volunteers who 
enlisted during a certain time period. The owner is often noted, 
providing a quick way to find the name of the last owner before 
the person enlisted. It also identified the county and state in 
which the enlistee said they lived. The full service record may 
include the individual’s physical description along with the 
battles in which they fought and their rank during their service. 

3 State & County Records

1 What Do You Know?

2 Censuses

4 Military Records
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Another helpful record is the pension record (or widow’s 
pension after the veteran died) for the Civil War veteran. 
Sometimes the information in the pension record identifies 
when and where the person was born, as well as the name of 
their former owner. Full service records and pension records 
can be obtained from the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA).

Although most of the general 1890 federal census was 
destroyed by fire, a portion of the Union veterans schedule 
remains and can be useful for those researching Union Civil War 
soldiers.1 If you find your ancestor, the record will identify his 
rank, company, regiment, date of enlistment, date of discharge, 
length of service, and any stated disability from the war.

The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands 
was created by congress in 1865 to address the needs of 
newly freed African Americans. The goal was to help newly 
freed slaves with basic needs such as food, clothing, housing, 
education, health care, employment, and more. How would 
formerly enslaved people move to full citizenship? There were 
field offices in former Confederate states, as well as Kentucky, 
Maryland, and District of Columbia. The records generated 
can be found at NARA and are invaluable to genealogists 
researching former slaves. The records include marriage 
records, medical records, labor contracts, education records, 
land records, and more. These can help you locate your 
ancestor between 1865 and 1870, most likely in the area where 
they were enslaved.

The Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company bank records 
can also be helpful in identifying a previous slave owner. The 
company was created in 1865 to assist newly freed slaves with 
savings. Unfortunately, due to fraud, mismanagement, and 
the Panic of 1873, the bank failed in 1874 and over 60,000 
depositors lost their savings. However, the records (signature 
cards) have information helpful to genealogists such as 
name, age, residence, names of other family members, and 
a description of depositor, as well as the name of the former 
owner. (For more information on both Freedmen’s Bureau records 
and Freedmen’s Bank records, see the Fall 2015 issue of FORUM.)

Look at historical newspapers. Larger metropolitan cities, 
in both the North and the South, had regional African 
American newspapers as well as the local community 
newspaper. Check ProQuest (through libraries), Chronicling 
America, Newspapers.com, NewspaperARCHIVE.com, 
GenealogyBank, and Ancestry, as well as local library 
websites. Your ancestor may be mentioned in local 
newspapers (i.e., where they lived) or other newspapers 
where they once lived. Some smaller towns had a weekly 
column for “Colored Happenings” and mention family visits, 
church happenings (like weddings), anniversaries, family 
celebrations, births, illnesses, deaths, and more. 

It is not unusual to find news articles during the late 1800s 
and early 1900s about older community members who had 
been enslaved. The article may mention where they lived and 
who the owner was, as well as spouse, children, and siblings.

Obituaries and death notices are a good source for 
information about your ancestor. Often the obituary will give 
a birth date or mention the age of the deceased, along with 
where they were born and possibly the names of their parents. 
Spouses and children are frequently named; sometimes the 
female children who are married are only identified by a 
husband’s name. If the ancestor lived during slavery, it may 
mention a place and other names.

A sad type of article found in the late 1800s and early 
to mid-1900s describes lynchings and names the individual. 
Although lynchings were primarily in the South, they also 
occurred in other places. You may find articles discussing 
lynchings that took place in a different town or state.

There are other mentions of family in newspapers. Maybe 
your ancestor had a business that was advertised in the 
newspaper. Some newspapers noted all the legal proceedings 
of the week, which might have included your ancestor. Voting 
lists, school graduations, school honors, and other daily life 
happenings also can be found in newspapers.

Newspapers during slavery also reported 
on escaped slaves, frequently describing the 
individual in detail. During that time 
period, slave auctions or sales were 
noted in newspapers. These may  
help identify a time period when  
an ancestor was purchased.

5 Freedmen’s Bureau Records

6 Freedmen’s Bank Records

7 Newspapers
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Look at local and federal land records. Did your ancestor 
own any land? Might your ancestor have taken advantage 
of the federal Homestead Act after slavery? Any records for 
obtaining the Homestead land are at the federal level but the 
records for later sales of the land are at the local (county) level. 

Censuses in the twentieth century indicate if property was 
owned or rented. Land deeds are helpful in researching the 
location of a family. Other family members may live close by 
and can be found in censuses. If land was bought within two 
decades of Emancipation, it is possible that the land was bought 
from the prior slave owner or family member. Search the land 
deed books at the county courthouse for grantor (seller) and 
grantee (buyer) names. If your ancestor owned land at death, 
look for probate documents (whether your ancestor had a will 
or not). Was the land inherited by family or sold?

Prior to Emancipation, researchers can hunt for probate 
documents of slave owners. Since slaves were considered 
property, the division of property in the settlement of the 
estate may name slaves to be kept, divided, or sold. The 
inventory of property may also name slaves, their gender and 
age, as well as their monetary value.

Tax records can be invaluable in locating ancestors, even if they 
didn’t own land. Both real and personal property were taxed 
including livestock, vehicles, and buildings, as well as land. 
Often, records include a description of the property to be taxed. 
Pre-Emancipation tax records will include how many slaves 
(indicating ages and gender) were owned. Although it varies by 
state, generally males over age 16 in a household were taxable.

Court records are helpful in finding your ancestors. Although 
a small number of records included African Americans before 
Emancipation, Manumission records are an important find. 
They may be included in probate proceedings, but often a 
separate document (“freedom paper”) was generated showing 
the person was no longer enslaved and was now free. 

Court proceedings, including probate proceedings, can 
help identify a probable slave owner. Start with the last name 
your ancestor used in the 1870 census and check wills of 
white families associated with that last name during slavery. 

Researchers may find the names of their ancestors being 
sold or distributed to other family members in the probate 
proceedings. Other court documents that might include slaves 
are property disputes, guardian reports, and people being 
sued (often for unpaid debts).  

After Emancipation, look for ancestors in criminal and civil 
cases as defendants, plaintiffs, witnesses, or jurors (often not 
in the South), as well as in cases such as divorce. Most historic 
court records are not digitized and are found in courthouses or 
archives. Look at court minutes, dockets, and judgments.

Although researching African American ancestors can be 
difficult, it is not impossible to find your ancestor in records! 
These tips may help you break through a few barriers to 
identify ancestors who lived in the 1800s.

Notes
1. The official title of this schedule is “Special Schedule: Surviving Soldiers, 

Sailors, and Marines, and Widows.” Even though census enumerators were only 
supposed to collect data related to Union veterans, occasionally you will find a 
Confederate veteran listed; they are usually crossed out, but often still legible.

Janice Lovelace, PhD, recently 
retired from 30 years of full-time 
college teaching in social sciences and 
American cultural studies. She has over 
20 years of experience in genealogical 
research and academic work in the 
area (Genealogy and Family History 
certificate at University of Washington, 
Boston University Genealogical 
Research Certificate, and ProGen). 
Her writing and presentations include 

health, genetics, ethnic minority research, and courthouse 
research. She serves as vice president for the Seattle Genealogical 
Society and is a member of several genealogical societies.

• Chronicling America 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

• Newspapers.com 
http://newspapers.com

• NewspaperARCHIVE.com 
http://newspaperarchive.com

• GenealogyBank 
http://genealogybank.com

• Ancestry 
http://ancestry.com

Links Mentioned in This Article

Connect

8 Land Records

9 Tax Records

10 Court Records
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By Linda McCauley

A Look Back at 
Past FGS Conferences

Considering that the decision to form the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies came from a group attending a 
conference in Salt Lake City in June 1975, it is fitting 

that FGS has a rich history of presenting conferences. In 
October 1975, a small Federation seminar was held in co-
sponsorship with the Newberry Library in Chicago, Illinois. 
Delegates from several member societies attending the 
Bicentennial Conference on American Genealogy and Family 
History in Cleveland in August 1976 participated in the first 
election of FGS officers.

FGS annual meetings soon grew to a conference 
format. Conferences have expanded over the years to an 
event featuring one day of society management sessions, 
three days of genealogy education sessions, special events 
that range from local historical and genealogical interest 
to pure entertainment, an ever-growing exhibit hall full of 
vendors and societies, and the opportunity to network with 
genealogists and family historians from across the country.

A few highlights of past conferences include:

•	 a 1990 banquet speech in Salt Lake City by singer 
Helen Reddy who had been engaged in genealogical 
research since 1973; 

•	 Mark Twain brought to life by actor Chris Limber at 
the 1993 banquet in St. Louis; 

•	 cruising the Puget Sound at the 1995 conference in 
Seattle;

•	 visiting historic landmarks, including Daniel Boone’s 
home, in the St. Louis area in 1999;

•	 attendees dressed in period costumes for “Honor 
Your Ancestor Day” at the 2003 conference in 
Orlando; 
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•	 extended research hours in the newly expanded Allen 
County Public Library in Fort Wayne in 2007; 

•	 the War of 1812 Bicentennial Celebration Reception 
in Knoxville in 2010; and

•	 a special event in 2015 that combined FGS and 
RootsTech in one location, sharing keynote sessions 
and an exhibit hall while presenting separate program 
tracks. 

The 2001 conference, held in Davenport, Iowa, September 
12–15, is an event no one in attendance will ever forget. 
When airports across the country were shut down following 
the horrific events on the morning of September 11, the 
FGS board was faced with deciding whether or not to go 
ahead with the conference. Since hundreds of attendees were 
already there, the decision ultimately made was to proceed as 
best they could. The program was quickly altered to replace 
speakers who couldn’t get there with those already onsite. In 
the end, only 120 of the 1,500 registrants and 40 speakers and 
exhibitors were not able to make it.  

Many FGS conference attendees are drawn to a particular 
location because of the research opportunities in the area. 
FGS has held conferences in 20 states in close proximity to 
some of the biggest and best research facilities. That tradition 
continues this year with the 2016 conference in Springfield, 
Illinois, home to the Illinois State Archives and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and near a number of other 
outstanding repositories. (See “Research Opportunities In 
and Around Springfield, Illinois,” by Thomas MacEntee in the 
Winter 2015 issue of FORUM for additional details about area 
research opportunities.)

Past FGS Conferences

1979: Omaha, Nebraska 
Theme: The Organization: Management of the Genealogical 
Society: A Symposium

1981: October 22–24, Decatur, Illinois 
Theme: Focus on the Midwest 
Chair: Barbara Madison 
Local Host: Illinois State Genealogical Society

1982: October 28–30, Buena Park, California 
Theme: West Coast Conference 
Chair: Myrtelle Molyneaux 
Local Hosts: Association of Professional Genealogists and 
Orange County Genealogical Society

1983: July 13–16, Hartford, Connecticut 
Theme: Family History in the Northeast  
Chair: Arthur Sniffin 
Local Hosts: Association of Professional Genealogists and 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists

1984: September 12–15, Denver, Colorado 
Theme: Denver 84 
Chair: Betty Kaufman 
Local Host: Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies

1985: August 15–17, Kansas City, Missouri 
Theme: Crossroads of America 
Chair: Leland Adams 
Local Hosts: Several Missouri and Kansas societies
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1986: September 25–27, Orlando, Florida 
Theme: An International Conference in the Sunshine State 
Chair: Eileen Willis 
Local Hosts: Several Florida societies

1987: July 8–11, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Theme: Harvest of History 1987 
Chair: Vicki Arnold
Local Host: Miami Valley Council on Genealogy and 
History

1988: August 24–27, Boston, Massachusetts 
Theme: New England in Your Blood 
Chairs: David Dearborn and William Shoeffler
Local Host: New England Historic Genealogical Society

1989: August 4–5, Kansas City, Missouri 
No conference; FGS Annual Meeting held along with the 
Missouri State Genealogical Association Conference

1990: August 15–18, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Theme: Windows to the Past 
Chair: Glade Nelson 
Local Hosts: Utah Genealogical Association

1991: August 15–17, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Theme: An All American Conference 
Chair: Curt Witcher 
Local Host: Allen County Public Library Historical 
Genealogy Department

1992: August 19–22, Phoenix, Arizona 
Theme: New Horizons—A Southwest Conference 
Chair: Betty Gottsponer 
Local Host: Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board

1993: August 4–7, St, Louis, Missouri 
Theme: Gateway to the Past 
Chair: William H Schoeffler 
Local Host: Missouri State Genealogical Association

1994: October 12–15, Richmond, Virginia 
Theme: On to Richmond! 
Chair: Curt Witcher 
Local Host: Virginia Genealogical Society
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1995: September 20–23, Seattle, Washington 
Theme: From Sea to Shining Sea 
Chair: David Rencher 
Local Host: Seattle Genealogical Society

1996: August 14–17, Rochester, New York 
Theme: In Your Ancestors’ Image 
Chair: David E. Rencher 
Local Host: Rochester Genealogical Society

1997: September 3–6, Dallas, Texas 
Theme: Unlock Your Heritage with Creative Problem Solving 
Chair: Karen Mauer Jones 
Local Host: Dallas Genealogical Society

1998: August 19–22, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Theme: Immigrant Dreams: The Settlement of America 
Chair: Mary Bowman 
Local Host: Ohio Genealogical Society

1999: August 11–14, St. Louis, Missouri 
Theme: Meet Me in St. Louis 
Chair: Curt Witcher 
Local Host: St. Louis Genealogical Society

2000: September 6–9, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Theme: A World of Records 
Chair: Dean Hunter 
Local Host: Utah Genealogical Association

2001: September 12–15, Quad Cities, Illinois and Iowa 
Theme: Great River Bend Genealogy. . .a Heartland Gathering 
Chairs: Paula Stuart-Warren and James Warren 
Local Hosts: Blackhawk Genealogical Society of Rock 
Island and Mercer Counties Illinois and Scot County Iowa 
Genealogical Society

2002: August 7–10, Ontario, California 
Theme: A Goldmine of Diversity 
Chair: Wendy Elliott 
Local Host: California State Genealogical Alliance

2003: September 3–6, Orlando, Florida 
Theme: Countdown to Discovery: A World of Hidden 
Treasures 
Chairs: Pamela Cooper and James Cooper 
Local Host: Florida State Genealogical Society

19   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 28, Issue 1  •  Spring 2016

A Look Back at Past FGS Conferences

Back to TOC



2004: September 8–11, Austin, Texas 
Theme: Legends Live Forever: Researching the Past for Future 
Generations 
Chair: Dean Hunter 
Local Host: Texas State Genealogical Society and Austin 
Genealogical Society

2005: September 7–10, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Theme: Reminders of the Past—Visions for the Future 
Chair: Dean Hunter 
Local Host: Utah Genealogical Association

2006: August 30–September 2, Boston, Massachusetts 
Theme: Birthplace of American Genealogy 
Chairs: Michael Leclerc and Susan Kaufman 
Local Host: New England Historic Genealogical Society

2007: August 15–18, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Theme: Meeting at the Crossroads of America 
Chair: Curt Witcher 
Local Host: Allen County Public Library

2008: September 3–6, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Theme: Footprints of Family History 
Chair: James Beidler 
Local Host: Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania

2009: September 2–5, Little Rock, Arkansas 
Theme: Passages through Time 
Chair: Jan Hearn Davenport 
Local Host: Arkansas Genealogical Society

2010: August 18–21, Knoxville, Tennessee 
Theme: Rediscovering America’s First Frontier 
Chairs: Cherel Bolin Henderson and Pat Oxley 
Local Hosts: East Tennessee Historical Society and Kentucky 
Historical Society

2011: September 7–10, Springfield, Illinois 
Theme: Pathways to the Heartland 
Chairs: Paula Stuart-Warren and D. Joshua Taylor 
Local Host: Illinois State Genealogical Society

2012: August 29–September 1, Birmingham, Alabama 
Theme: Indians, Squatters, Settlers, and Soldiers in the Old 
Southwest 
Chair: David Rencher 
Local Host: Alabama Genealogical Society

2013: August 21–24, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Theme: Journey Through Generations 
Chairs: Paula Stuart-Warren and Dawne Slater 
Local Hosts: Allen County Public Library and Allen County 
Genealogical Society of Indiana

2014: August 27–30, San Antonio, Texas 
Theme: Gone to Texas 
Chairs: Ed Donakey and Teri Flack 
Local Hosts: Texas State Genealogical Society and San 
Antonio Genealogical and Historical Society

2015: February 11–14, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Theme: Connect.Explore.Refresh 
Chairs: D. Joshua Taylor and Kim Harrison 
Held with RootsTech 2015

Information for this article and list was compiled from back 
issues of FORUM, FGS files, and the organization’s history 
available at http://fgs.org. 

Check out the 
FGS 2016 Conference Registration Brochure 

included in this issue of FORUM.
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By Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA

Railroad Worker 
Ancestors & 
Their Records

Once in a while I listen to a CD of railroad songs. 
They remind me of my Grandpa Stuart. He was a 
superintendent for the railroad. The railroad. That 

wouldn’t do me much good in trying to figure out where some 
of his records might be located. However, in Grandpa’s case I 
do know what railroad employed him. 

The city directories agreed with what I knew. So did the 
times I visited his old office in downtown St. Paul, Minnesota. 
The 1924 R. L. Polk St. Paul directory showed this: “Stuart, 
Earl J bldg supt C ST P M & O Ry h 260 King.”

The Minnesota Historical Society has many of the old 
records for a variety of railroads. I knew it didn’t have much 

for the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railway 
(Omaha Railway). I had checked personnel records there for 
the Northern Pacific and Great Northern railroads for some of 
my Hanley relatives but never for Grandpa Stuart who always 
worked for that one railroad as did his two granduncles, Louis 
Frederick Slaker and Frederick Slaker. I bet you know what’s 
coming next!

Take Off Your Family History Blinders
Ancestry has been digitizing and indexing railroad records. 
That’s where I found out that Frederick Slaker had worked 
for the Los Angeles Division of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
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after the Slakers moved to California. Last year, Ancestry 
added digitized personnel records of the Northern Pacific 
Railway (“U.S. Northern Pacific Railway Company Personnel 
Files, 1890–1963”) from the Minnesota Historical Society. 
One evening while doing some Stuart searches I found an 
entry for what was indexed as “Eacle James Stuart,” born 
about 1885, and applied in Minnesota. Checking the digitized 
NP records, I found that it was my Grandpa E. J. Stuart, 
born in 1885 in Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, and the “Name of 
parents, if still alive” listed only Mrs. A. C. Stuart of 256 Bates 
Ave. in St. Paul. That was his mother, Emma Slaker Stuart. His 
father wasn’t listed and that is a story for another time. The 
record showed that Grandpa also had worked for the Great 
Northern Railway in Whitefish, Montana, in 1907 and then in 
Missoula, Montana, for the Northern Pacific Railway. 

Leave No Stone Unturned
To find the name of the railroad, check all city directories 
for all years for everyone in the extended family if they 
lived in cities. In one—just one—Superior, Wisconsin, city 
directory it showed a man with the same surname living 
with my maternal great-grandfather, Samuel Dow. This man 
worked for the Omaha Railway. This was the other side of 
my family from the Stuarts and Slakers. Look at each state 

and federal census in case a specific 
railroad is given for the occupation. 
Death records, obituaries, military 
draft records, and Social Security 
applications are some of the places to 
look for a possible employer’s name. 

Did the Railroad Operate Where 
They Lived? 
Be sure the railroad you think is 
correct actually ran near where 
your family member resided. 
City and county histories, the 
business sections of city directories, 
newspapers, and histories of 
individual railroads will help you 
figure out this connection. In smaller 
cities and towns, anything to do 
with the railroads was big news. 
Older maps, online and off, show the 
railroad routes overall for a state and 
for a specific railroad in the state. 
One of these helped me solve a place 

of marriage for a runaway couple. The groom worked for a 
specific railroad and I followed its route to locate the county 
of the marriage.

Learn more about each railroad by reading railroad 
periodicals, histories of the specific railroad, and checking 
for websites with background on that company. These will 
help determine the proper name of the railroad, any that 
it acquired or were sold to, and the date it began in your 
ancestral area.

Was the Railroad the Employer?
Did your ancestor actually work for the railroad? The folks 
that worked in the depot gift shop, built the railroad bridge, 
worked for the law firms, or performed other jobs, may not 
have been full-time employees. Instead, they may have been 
employees of a firm that had a contract with the railroad. 
Many day laborers helped to lay tracks, clean the depot, or 
do other tasks. In these cases, the railroad employee records 
will likely not include them. If the “railroad” was owned by 
a lumber company or mining concern that is another type 
of ownership. If it was a street railway, that is also different. 
Then your search needs to be for those companies and 
not for one of the railroad companies. The same is true for 
most employees of the Pullman Palace Car Company that 

Landing page for Ancestry’s “U.S. Northern Pacific Railway Company Personnel Files, 1890–
1963” collection, which includes digital images of these records.
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built, repaired, and ran railroad cars 
and employed Pullman Porters. The 
Newberry Library in Chicago is a major 
location for records of this company.

Locating the Records
Begin the search with the major record 
repositories in the state. State historical 
societies, state archives, major research 
libraries, and other places may have 
the records you need. Next, do some 
searching in major electronic finding aids. 
The records of one railroad might be in 
more than one place and these finding 
aids will show that. A few of these great 
aids include:

• ArchiveGrid - Free manuscript 
finding aid accessible online. 
Search for the name of the 
railroad or a general category of 
railroads in a specific state.

• National Union Catalog 
of Manuscript Collections 
(NUCMC) - Free manuscript 
finding aid accessible online. 
Search for the name of the 
railroad or a general category of 
railroads in a specific state.

• WorldCat - A catalog of library 
catalogs. Search for the name 
of the railroad or a general category of railroads in a 
specific state. Narrow the search to books and articles 
to find railroad histories. Narrow it to archival material 
to find records of railroads. Each entry provides a list 
of places where the item can be found.

There is Reality
The gold standard is a full multi-page employment application. 
Not everyone that ever worked for a railroad filled out 
a employment application. For those that did, the 1890 
application may have been destroyed long ago. Railroads went 
out of business, and some merged; older records may have been 
tossed. A railroad may have cleared out its warehouses rather 
than turning records over to a historical society. Payroll lists 
and stubs, employee newsletters, a photo of the train depot, or a 
union publication or membership roll may still be available.

United States Railroad Retirement Board
The Railroad Retirement Board (RRB) was created in the mid-
1930s. The records from the RRB are only for workers that 
retired or died from 1937 on. If an ancestor still worked or 
began service directly for a railroad after that date, there may 
be a file. To see if a file exists, it is best to have that person’s 
social security number. Other helpful details would be the 
complete name, the railroad(s) worked for, time period of 
employment, and birth and death dates. Common surnames 
definitely need the additional details. A fee of $27.00 is 
charged by the RRB for the search time and the files vary 
in size. The “Genealogy Research” page of the RRB website 
explains the records and the research service. 

Check the “Railroad Retirement Board Records” page of 
the National Archives at Atlanta website, as many of the older 

Earle James Stuart, Northern Pacific Railway, file no. 27839. Application for Employment. 
Image with permission of Ancestry.
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inactive records have now been transferred there. The copies 
there are $0.80 per page. The files vary greatly in size. 

The Midwest Genealogy Center of the Mid-Continent 
Public Library in Independence, Missouri, recently added a 
online index (surname and first letter of given name) to these 
1.5 million records as part of its Genealogy Quick Look. If you 
have your person’s dates of birth and death, it will be easier to 
differentiate between those with common surnames. 

Many more places, people, websites, and railroad 
enthusiasts will provide additional information. This article 
give you the basic starting points. Be sure to investigate 
further and join me aboard this interesting research. 

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, 
FUGA, works full time in genealogical 
and historical research, lecturing, 
and consulting. Specialties include 
unusual records, problem solving, 
methodology, railroads, Works 
Progress/Work Projects Administration 
(WPA), and Native American research. 
She is a course coordinator for Salt 
Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG) 
and Genealogical Research Institute 

of Pittsburgh (GRIP), former Association of Professional 
Genealogists (APG) officer and Minnesota Genealogical Society 
(MGS) board member, and serves on the FGS board.

Connect

Earle James Stuart, Northern Pacific Railway, file no. 27839. How and When Previously Occupied. Image with permission of Ancestry.

See next page for  selected railroad collections and selected resources.

• Ancestry 
http://ancestry.com

• ArchiveGrid 
http://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid

• National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections (NUCMC) 
http://loc.gov/coll/nucmc

• WorldCat 
http://worldcat.org

• Railroad Retirement Board - “Genealogy Research” 
http://rrb.gov/mep/genealogy.asp

• National Archives at Atlanta - “Railroad Retirement Board 
Records” 
http://archives.gov/atlanta/public/railroad-retirement-
board-records.html

• Genealogy Quick Look 
http://quicklook.midwestgenealogycenter.org

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Selected Major Railroad Collections
Most of these have materials for several 
railroads and some have online guides and 
inventories. 

John W. Barriger III National Railroad Library 
University of Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri 
http://umsl.edu/mercantile/barriger

California State Railroad Museum 
Sacramento, California 
http://csrmf.org

Kheel Center for Labor-Management 
Documentation & Archives 
Cornell University Library, Ithaca, New York 
http://catherwood.library.cornell.edu/kheel

Minnesota Historical Society - Railroad 
Records 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
http://mnhs.org/genealogy/family/genieguide/
railroad.php

Newberry Library - Railroad Archives 
Chicago, Illinois 
http://newberry.org/railroad-archives

Thomas J. Dodd Research Center 
University of Connecticut Libraries, Storrs, 
Connecticut 
http://doddcenter.uconn.edu/asc/dodda2z/
subjectarea.cfm?Area=16

Selected Resources
Check out these resources for more on railroad 
history and records.

Ancestry Academy Course. “The Lure of the 
Train Whistle: Researching Railroad Workers” 
by Paula Stuart-Warren. Coming soon; 
accompanied by a multi-page handout.  
http://ancestry.com/academy

The Biographical Directory of the Railway 
Officials of America. [8 volumes between1885 
and 1922. In 1930, succeeded by Who’s Who 
in Railroading. . . and other occasional titles.] 
Some years are online via Google Books (http://
books.google.com) and HathiTrust Digital Library 
(http://hathitrust.org).

Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet. 
Check Railroads and many subcategories under 
that for an extensive number of links to railroad-
related websites. http://cyndislist.com/railroads

Hughes, Lyn. An Anthology Of Respect: The 
Pullman Porters National Historic Registry of 
African American Railroad Employees. Hughes-
Peterson Publishing, 2007.

Railroad History. Railway & Locomotive 
Historical Society, 1972– . History of railroads, 
photos, and more. Preceded by Bulletin 
1921–1972. Also see Thomas Taber’s The 
Railroad History Index 1921–1984. Westford, 
Massachusetts: The Railway and Locomotive 
Historical Soc., 1985 or online from 1921–2009. 
http://rlhs.org

Taber, Thomas T. Guide to Railroad Historical 
Resources: United States and Canada. 4 
volumes. Muncy, Pennsylvania: T. T. Taber, 
1993. Locations of historical materials, repository 
addresses, railroad periodicals, railroads and 
subsidiary lines listed by state and province. It 
is now digitized at the Northwestern University 
Library website (http://books.northwestern.edu/
viewer.html?id=inu:inu-mntb-0005793663-bk).

UConn. “Railroad History Resources in the 
United States.” Links to many websites with 
railroad history and records information.  
http://lib.uconn.edu/libraries/asc/collections/
business/railroad-history-resources
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FGS Charter Members
1. Colorado Genealogical Society (CO)

2. Ellis Family Association (UT)

3. Augustan Society, Inc. (CA) 

4. The Everton Publisher, Inc. (UT)

5. The Newberry Library (IL)

6. Peoria Genealogical Society (IL) 

7. Sangamon County Genealogical Society (IL) 

8. Steins-Hammer Family Organization (ID)

9. Chicago Genealogical Society (IL)

10. Massachusetts Society of Genealogists (MA)

11. Boulder Genealogical Society (CO)

12. Columbine Genealogical & Historical Society (CO) 

13. Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc. (CT)

14. Gencor, Inc. (UT)

15. Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County (CA)

16. South Suburban Genealogical Society (IL) 

17. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society (OH)

18. North Carolina Genealogical Society (NC)

19. Chicago Irish Ancestry (IL)

20. Heritage House (IL)

21. Kankakee Valley Genealogical Society (IL) 

22. Fort Wayne & Allen County Public Library (IL)

23. Western New York Genealogical Society (NY)

24. Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society (PA)

25. New Hampshire Society of Genealogists (NH) 

26. North Carolina State Library (NC)

27. Public Library of New London (CT)

28. Genealogical Society of South Brevard County, 
Florida (FL)

29. Suffolk County Historical Society Museum (NY) 

30. Connecticut Historical Society (CT)

31. Fresno Genealogical Society (CA) 

32. Wright Information Center (FL)

33. Ohio Historical Society (OH)

34. Washington State Heritage Council (WA)

35. Ontario Genealogical Society (ONT)

36. Decatur Genealogical Society (IL)  

37. Fargo Genealogical Society (ND)

38. Olympia Genealogical Society (WA) 

39. Huntington Historical Society Library (NY) 

40. Mobile Genealogical Society (AL) 

41. Georgia Genealogical Society (GA)

42. Genealogical Society of Riverside (CA) 

43. New Hampshire State Library (NH)

44. Oklahoma Genealogical Society (OK

45. Redwood Genealogical Society (CA)

46. Permina Basin Genealogical Society (TX)

47. Rapid City Society for Genealogical Research (SD)

48. Orlando Public Library, Genealogy Department (FL)

49. Iowa Genealogical Society (IA)

50. Kentucky Historical Society (KY)

51. Heart of America Genealogical Society & Library (MO)

52. Coles County Genealogical Society (IL)

53. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (UT) 

54. Hispanic-America Genealogical Association

Within seven months of issuing the first call for membership in the Federation of Genealogical Societies, these 54 
organizations enrolled as charter members—41 societies, 2 family associations, 7 libraries, and 4 genealogy vendors. 
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Spotlight on Member Projects

Spring has begun to emerge 
revealing our member societies 
active with local preservation 

projects and their spring seminars 
showing family historians how to 
preserve their own family history 
for generations to come. Discover 
what societies are up to, learn of 
opportunities to give back to the 
genealogy community by being a 
volunteer, grab project ideas for 
your own society, or uncover society 
libraries with unique collections and 
services that can help you with your 
own research. Don’t forget to visit the 
FGS Upcoming Events Calendar to 
find an FGS member society learning 
opportunity near you.

The Genealogical Association 
of Nova Scotia is in search of 

family Bibles containing genealogical 
information in order to publish the 
information to make it accessible to 

other researchers. Refer to the project’s 
page on their website for details. While 
you are there, consider giving back to 
the genealogy community and check 
out their volunteer opportunities. They 
are in need of an editor for the Nova 
Scotia Genealogist; a series editor; 
Fundraising and Events Committee 
members; Acquisition Committee 
members; and project volunteers for 
surname indexing, obituary data entry, 
collections processing, Research Room 
Guides, Vital Stats Projects help, and 
cemetery indexing.

The Mount Vernon (VA) 
Genealogical Society has an all 

new home on the Internet. While you’re 
admiring their new website, browse 
their list of volunteer opportunities, 
which include a photographer, a 
scrapbooker, and Research Center 
volunteers. Speaking of their Research 
Center, staffed by their volunteers, it 

provides a wealth of research resources 
for Virginia researchers. Check out 
their online library catalog.

The St. Louis (MO) 
Genealogical Society has a slew 

of records available on their website 
for members including “Slaves in Early 
Wills, 1829–1846,” “French and Spanish 
Land Grants,” “Germans to St. Louis 
aboard the Bark Mississippi,” and “Holy 
Ghost German Evangelical Church 
Marriages, 1834–1844.” They also 
provide free guidance on doing research 
in St. Louis giving a brief history of the 
area, the community, area churches, and 
more (all located under the Research 
tab). They also have a list of their 
current volunteer opportunities to help 
keep their preservation projects going.  

With over 10,000 items in their 
catalog and located in Cascade 

County, Montana, the library collection 

Research Services, Volunteer 
Opportunities & More
By Caroline Pointer

A genealogist and businesswoman for over ten years, Caroline Pointer presently serves as the vice-
president of membership for FGS and chairs the Membership, Marketing, and Reviews Committees. 
Caroline lives in Texas, where she also serves as the director for communications for Texas State 
Genealogical Society and is managing editor of the TSGS quarterly publication STIRPES. Caroline 
also created and maintains the popular blog 4YourFamilyStory.com,where she brings technology and 
genealogy together for her readers.

Member societies, if you have a records preservation project you are currently working on, new databases you have added to your 
website, new member benefits you are offering, or any recent collaborations that you would like to see listed here, please send all 
information to membership@fgs.org. Member societies can also submit their upcoming events, including webinars, to calendar@fgs.
org for inclusion in the FGS Upcoming Events Calendar.

Connect

Caroline 
Pointer
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Spotlight on Member Projects

of the Great Falls Genealogy Society 
includes resources from the Northwest 
United States and parts of Canada. 
Powered by volunteers, the library is 
open to the public, and they provide 
research services of their facility’s 
resources for a fee.

Moreover, the Chippewa 
County (WI) Genealogical 

Society also provides research services 
for members and non-members using 
their library’s collections, which include 
area and family histories, books and 
newspapers, church records, city 
directories, probate records, and more.

On their brand new website, 
the Mid-Atlantic Germanic 

Society maintains several databases 
with unique information from various 
sources including records pertaining to 
American citizens abroad in Germany, 
German citizens who immigrated to 
the United States, and pastoral records 
from a German Lutheran church in 
New York City.

 Focusing on the eight counties 
in Western New York that were 

originally part of the Holland Land 
Company Purchase, the Western New 
York Genealogical Society has ongoing 
projects including their Microfilming 
Program wherein they fund microfilming 
of church and cemetery records 
(preferably nineteenth century) that have 
not been previously microfilmed (they 
also provide the holder of the records 
a copy of the microfilm). Visit the 
program’s page on their website to find 
out what they’ve already microfilmed. 
Membership dues help to fund this 
program and the microfilm rolls are 
available in their research library, June 
P. Zintz Memorial Library, which is 
located in the Grosvenor Room of the 

Central Branch of the Buffalo & Erie 
County Public Library. While the society 
does not provide research assistance, 
the library maintains a list of local 
researchers for hire.

 Like many societies, the 
German Genealogy Group 

maintains a long list of helpful links for 
researchers on their website; however, 
their list is especially in-depth for those 
with German roots. They also maintain 
free databases of German record 
indexes. Read the overview for details 
on what they have, how to search their 
database, and find out how you can help 
with their indexing projects. 

Not limiting its focus to 
Darien or Fairfield County 

in Connecticut, the Middlesex (CT) 
Genealogical Society has experienced 
volunteers that provide research 
assistance to both members and 
non-members. Also, they provide 
space on their website for members 
to maintain Member Pages that can 
include surnames and locations they are 
researching, photographs, DNA results, 
maps, family trees, and more.

The Pikes Peak (CO) 
Genealogical Society 

(PPGS) goes to great heights to be a 
helpful resource to the genealogical 
community, capitalizing on their 

volunteers’ skills. They provide 
translation services on a somewhat 
limited basis for free for those needing 
help with documents written in French, 
German, Latin, Portuguese, and 
Spanish. They also have an appeal out 
for more volunteer translators. PPGS 
also offers limited research services 
in local facilities for a small donation. 
Their experienced volunteers also 
maintain a GenMentor Assistance 
Program, which provides one-on-one 
assistance with your family history 
at the Penrose Library in the Special 
Collections department or a local 
branch library.

The Santa Barbara County (CA) 
Genealogical Society (SBCGS) 

has a plethora of ongoing projects 
they are working on: a database for 
the Carpinteria District Cemetery, an 
index to Welch Ryce Haider Mortuary 
Registers, a database of Union and 
Confederate Veterans buried in Santa 
Barbara County cemeteries, an index 
of Santa Barbara County marriage 
applications through 1920, and an 
index of coroner’s inquest reports prior 
to 1940. SBCGS also has a list of future 
projects and completed preservation 
projects. Additionally, they provide 
limited research assistance including 
German and Dutch translation of 
handwritten and printed text. Get 
involved as a volunteer in these projects 
or in other areas of the society’s work. 
And don’t forget to search their online 
database of local records for your Santa 
Barbara ancestors.

Watch the video tour of 
the Conejo Valley (CA) 

Genealogical Society’s genealogy 
collection at the Thousand Oaks 

Library, where their volunteers are 
available to assist you with your 
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Spotlight on Member Projects

research. Also, take an in-depth look at 
their Standring Collection, which is a 
donated book collection that includes 
rare and several one-of-a-kind books 
on British Isles genealogy.

Genealogy Society of Cobb 
County Georgia volunteers are 

currently indexing obituaries from the 
Marietta Daily Journal between 1868 and 
1939, and are in need of more volunteers 
to complete the project and move on to 
the next phase of indexing obituaries 
between 1940 and the present.

Volunteers of the Choctaw 
County (OK) Genealogical 

Society (CCGS) are working on two 
ongoing projects. The goal of their 
cemetery project is to enumerate/
re-enumerate and photograph every 
cemetery in Choctaw County; they are 
actively soliciting your help. The second 
ongoing project is their Veteran Tribute 
Project, which can be browsed as they 
solicit additions to it. CCGS volunteers 
provide limited research services and 
maintain their Research Library in 

the Heritage Room of the Donald W. 
Reynolds Library.

We love learning about and sharing 
your society’s activities like digitization 
projects, indexing projects, cemetery 
projects, workshops, classes, 
fundraising activities, anniversaries, 
library collections, and so on. Member 
societies can send updates of society 
activities to membership@fgs.org. Not 
an FGS Member? Join today to start 
taking advantage of all the benefits of a 
FGS membership. 

• FGS Upcoming Events Calendar 
http://fgs.org/eventListings.php?nm=211

• Genealogical Association of Nova Scotia 
http://novascotiaancestors.ca
• Family Bible Publication Project 

http://novascotiaancestors.ca/cpage.php?pt=269
• Volunteer Opportunities 

http://novascotiaancestors.ca/cpage.php?pt=229
• Mount Vernon (VA) Genealogical Society 

http://mvgenealogy.org
• Volunteer Opportunities 

http://mvgenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=37
• Research Center 

http://mvgenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=43
• Library Catalog 

http://mvgenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=44
• St. Louis (MO) Genealogical Society 

http://stlgs.org
• St. Louis Records 

http://stlgs.org/resources/st-louis-records
• Research Guidance 

http://stlgs.org/research-2
• Volunteer Opportunities 

http://stlgs.org/about-us-2/volunteer-opportunities
• Great Falls Genealogy Society 

http://gfgenealogy.org
• Library 

http://gfgenealogy.org/library
• Research Services 

http://gfgenealogy.org/research

• Chippewa County (WI) Genealogical Society 
http://ccgswi.wix.com/ccgswi
• Research Services 

http://ccgswi.wix.com/ccgswi#!research/c21kz
• Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society 

http://magsgen.com
• Databases 

http://magsgen.com/cpage.php?pt=34
• Western New York Genealogical Society 

http://wnygs.org
• Projects 

http://wnygs.org/projects.html
• Microfilming Program 

http://wnygs.org/microfilm.html
• June P. Zintz Memorial Library 

http://wnygs.org/library.html
• German Genealogy Group 

http://germangenealogygroup.com
• Research Links 

http://germangenealogygroup.com/xtra/links.php
• Free Databases 

http://germangenealogygroup.com/records-search
• Middlesex (CT) Genealogical Society 

http://mgs.darien.org
• Volunteers Providing Research Assistance 

http://mgs.darien.org/volunteers.htm
• Member Pages 

http://mgs.darien.org/members.htm
continued on next page

Links Mentioned in This Article
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• Pikes Peak (CO) Genealogical Society 
http://ppgs.org

• Resources 
http://ppgs.org/cpage.php?pt=19

• GenMento Assitance Program 
http://ppgs.org/cpage.php?pt=26

• Santa Barbara County (CA) Genealogical Society 
http://sbgen.org 

• Projects 
http://sbgen.org/cpage.php?pt=78

• Research Assistance 
http://sbgen.org/cpage.php?pt=76

• Volunteer Opportunities 
http://sbgen.org/cpage.php?pt=7

• Database of Local Records 
http://sbgen.org/cstm_sbcgsDB.php

• Conejo Valley (CA) Genealogical Society 
http://conejovalleygenealogicalsociety.org

• Standring Collection 
http://conejovalleygenealogicalsociety.org/standring-
collection.html

• Genealogy Society of Cobb County Georgia 
http://cobbgagensoc.org

• Projects and Volunteer Opportunities 
http://cobbgagensoc.org/projects.htm

• Choctaw County (OK) Genealogical Society 
http://okgenweb.org/~ccgs2

• Cemetery Project 
http://okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-projects-cemetery.html

• Veteran Tribute Project 
http://okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-projects-veteran.html

• Research Services 
http://okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/pdf/society-forms/
researchservicesform.pdf

• Join FGS 
http://fgs.org/cstm_JoinFGS.php

Links (continued)

Why certify?

Find your answer on the BCG website.

Board for CertiÞcation of Genealogists¨ ● Box 14291 - Dept. F ● Washington, DC 20044
http://www.BCGcertiÞcation.org/certiÞcation/why.html
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Ethics & Standards

It happens to just about every 
genealogist sooner or later as we 
probe our family’s past. We ask 

what we believe is some totally innocent 
question about some element of family 
history—and there’s that long awkward 
silence in response. 

And that’s the moment when we 
first really begin to understand that 
every family has its secrets.

It may be that the birth of that 
first strapping eight-pound child came 
only four or five months after the 
wedding. It may be that there was a 
first marriage, even a first family, that 
was never spoken of in the household 
of the second (or third!) spouse. It may 
be a medical issue—a disability that 
was thought of, at the time, with shame 
rather than understanding.

Whatever the secret is, when it 
surfaces, it requires sensitivity and 
tact on our part, as the keepers and 
custodians of those family stories. We 
need to act ethically with respect to the 
secret and the lives it impacts. 

Sometimes the ethical constraints 
are easy to deal with: for example, a long-
ago ancestor whose exploits on the wrong 
side of the law can be handled by the 
family with more humor than chagrin.

And sometimes the constraints can 
seem overwhelming, as we all struggle 
to integrate one of technology’s newest 

developments—DNA testing of living 
people—with our family histories and, 
in the process, discover those same 
types of family secrets.

The first thing we can all keep in 
mind when we think about DNA is—it’s 
really not so very different from any 
other type of genealogical evidence that 
can expose a family secret. Yes, it does 
disclose secrets hidden right in our very 
genes. Yes, it can disclose a parental 
infidelity or an undocumented adoption. 
But so can a census enumeration or a 
birth certificate or a court record.

So we can apply tried-and-tested 
rules of genealogical ethics to help guide 
us through many of the concerns that 
testing can raise: the ethics of kindness 
that we focused on right here in this 
column in the very last issue can largely 
keep us from hurting other people in our 
enthusiasm for DNA testing. When we 
think twice about sharing or publishing 
what we have learned when we’re 
talking about the recent past, where the 
event involved a person living today or 
disclosure would negatively impact a 
person living today, we avoid many of 
the ethical pitfalls of genealogy.

But there are some additional rules 
we can keep in mind when we do DNA 
testing and when we ask our cousins 
to test to help us answer some of our 
families’ history mysteries:

1. We can’t submit a DNA 
sample for someone who 
hasn’t agreed to be tested. All 
of the DNA testing companies 
require that test samples be 
sent in only by the person 
whose DNA is to be tested or 
by another individual who has 
the legal authority to act on 
behalf of that person. A parent 
has the authority to submit 
a sample for a minor child, 
and anyone who has specific 
permission from another 
individual has the authority to 
submit a sample from that other 
individual. But legal authority is 
relatively narrow: for example, 
a grandparent doesn’t have legal 
authority to submit a sample for 
a grandchild. Nobody should 
submit a sample for someone 

else without permission, 
and forging someone 

else’s signature on a 
permission slip is 

wrong—and 
illegal. 

Judy G.  
Russell

Not So Very Different
By Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures 
on topics ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On 
the faculty of IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist and 
Certified Genealogical Lecturer. Her award-winning blog is at http://legalgenealogist.com.
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Ethics & Standards

2. We shouldn’t share anyone 
else’s results without 
permission. When people test, 
they agree at most to share 
their test results with others 
who match them. They don’t 
agree just by testing to share 
with anyone else, such as on 
a website or by e-mail. If we 
want to share a cousin’s results 
with a third person, we need 
to ask for permission. That’s 
true even if we paid for that 
cousin’s DNA test. Sometimes 
we don’t realize that we can 
accidentally disclose someone 
else’s results when we make 
images or screen captures of 
our own results. We need to be 
careful not to show the names, 
the screen names, or the 
photos of our matches without 
specific permission. It’s easy to 
use imaging software to blur 
or black out any identifying 
information of any of our 
matches who haven’t given us 
permission to share.

3. We need to be sure to caution 
our cousins about the 

disclosures that can happen 
in DNA testing when we 
ask them to test. The reality 
is that DNA tests can reveal 
information that no paper trail 
discloses: an undocumented 
adoption, for example, or the 
fact that someone long believed 
to be a parent or grandparent 
has no biological relationship 
to a child or grandchild at all. 
There’s no way to put the genie 
back in the bottle after DNA 
testing reveals that kind of a 
family secret, so it’s important 
to make sure our cousins know 
what the test can show before 
they agree to be tested. If they 
or members of their families 
can’t face those risks, they 
shouldn’t test in the first place.

4. We need to temper our 
enthusiasm for DNA testing 
with an understanding that 
other people may not want to 
know as much as we do—and 
may not want to know us as 
cousins at all. Anyone who’s 
done DNA testing knows the 
frustration of having a close 

DNA match who refuses to 
respond to us when we try to 
get them to share genealogical 
information with us. What we 
need to remember is that others 
may have reasons for testing 
that have nothing to do with 
genealogy—or reasons for not 
wanting to be in contact with 
us that are difficult and painful 
for them. Some family secrets 
involve very dark episodes in 
the life of a living person. Rape 
and incest are just two of the 
possible reasons why a DNA 
match may not wish to respond 
to our efforts to connect. 

For more guidance in ethical 
issues underlying DNA testing, we can 
also look to the working paper of the 
genetic genealogy community entitled 
Genetic Genealogy Standards (http://
geneticgenealogystandards.com). 

And whether we look to 
those standards, or to the ethical 
underpinnings of traditional paper-trail 
genealogy, the fact is—it’s not so very 
different. Respecting the privacy of 
those living people remains a key in all 
genealogical ethics.
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Next Generation

One of the hardest things to 
learn is how to write, and 
then write well. Even people 

who attend college, and earn degrees 
in the various fields of writing, still 
have trouble. It is a skill that must be 
learned and then practiced often, to be 
successful. For young, or inexperienced, 
genealogists who do not have the years 
of work behind them like others in 
the field, it can be a large hurdle to 
overcome when they are attempting to 
make a name for themselves.

Blogging could be called the gateway 
platform to more serious writing. It is 
often touted as the way to get your feet 
wet in the genealogical community. A 
way to prove your expertise or to get 
your thoughts out to a large range of 
people. From there, many people move 
on to speaking, writing for journals, 
creating books, or a number of other 
things. But, besides luck, what separates 
the successful from the crowd? The ones 
who are able to self-edit.

Editing is a chore. It is hard. It can 
be time consuming. It can be horribly 
frustrating. It is something that must be 
done on anything that is put out with 
your name on it. To be honest, it is the 
bane of my existence. Unfortunately, if 

up and coming genealogists want to be 
taken seriously they need to develop the 
skill of self-editing so that their work will 
be read for its content, not for its errors.

If you are unsure of what steps you 
should take to learn these skills here are 
10 things you can do to now to get you 
started on being a better writer.

1. Join forces with a friend. The 
best way to learn how to edit, is 
to edit. Team up with a friend 
or colleague who is also doing 
the same type of writing you 
are and edit each other’s work. 
Make sure it is someone who 
will be brutally honest with 
you. You want them to critique, 
question, and give you honest 
feedback. Of course you will 
do the same to their work. It 
will make you both better in 
the end.

2. Educate yourself. In the 
twenty-first century there are 
many ways to educate yourself 
about the world of writing, 
editing, and self-publishing. 
All you need to do is explore it 
and learn from the experts out 
there. Take a writing course, 
read a book, or even start 

following a blog to learn more 
about the process. 

3. Everything needs structure. 
This step is a bit controversial. 
Not everyone likes to make 
multiple drafts or work from 
an outline. Others cannot 
live without them. I fall into 
the latter category (but I am 
also a list maker). If you have 
never worked from an outline 
before I suggest you give it 
a try. For me it makes the 
editing process easier. I use it 
as the skeletal structure for my 
writing and it will tell me if 
there is something missing or 
in the wrong place. Outlines 
can evolve and change over the 
course of an article, but they 
always stay true to the initial 
intent. They will help you tell 
your story without going off on 
too many tangents. 

4. Take time away from your 
writing. Even if it is only an 
hour, make sure that you let 
your work breathe before 
you publish it. Often you get 
caught up in the moment—
genealogists are passionate 

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

The Importance of  
Self-Editing
By Shannon Combs-Bennett

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology. One 
of her passions is encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy. This 
includes children through adults thanks to the ongoing interest her children show in their family history. 
She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist and is currently the Education chair for 
The NextGen Genealogy Network. Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/tntfamhist.
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Next Generation

after all—and it is not until you 
come back to reread your work 
when you notice the small 
errors. Missing words, run on 
sentences, correct spelling but 
the wrong word in a sentence 
(hear vs. here) are a few 
examples. Letting your work 
rest while you go do something 
else for a while gives you time 
to come back to it fresh and 
ready to edit it as needed.

5. Read it loudly. That is right, 
do not silently reread it in your 
head. Read your work out loud, 
to your pet if necessary. When 
you read it out loud there is less 
of a chance that your mind will 
insert correct or missing words 
into sentences. You can also hear 
the cadence and nuances of the 
writing and will see what needs 
to be tweaked. This is where I 
can feel if a portion of text is 
odd. If I read it, then stop, tilt 
my head, and have to reread it I 
know there is a problem there.

6. Kill the problem words. 
Everyone has a word they 
over use, a lot. For a while 
everything was “fantastic” in 
my life. It drove my husband 
crazy. When I write I use “that” 
more than I should. When 
I edit my work I sometimes 
feel like I am on a search-and-
destroy mission for superfluous 
“that” usage. Look at your 
work and determine what your 
offenders are. Once you have 
your list, see if you can change 
the word(s) without changing 
the meaning of your sentences. 

7. Stick with one tense please. 
Yes, I am guilty of this more 

often than I would like to 
admit. A writer needs to 
pick a tense and stick with it 
through their piece. Often we 
start with past tense (I was 
researching my ancestor. . .) 
and then for some reason we’ll 
switch into the present tense. 
Unfortunately we need to pick 
one for continuity’s sake so our 
final draft will sound like it is 
well put together.

8. Print it out. Yes, I know, 
killing trees. However, nothing 
replaces the old paper-and-
pen method of editing. 
Sometimes simply striking 
out an offending phrase can 
make you feel better. Many 
editors and writers will tell 
you that they get more out of 
editing on paper, with notes 
in the margins, than they ever 
do editing on a computer. For 
those who are self-editing it 
also can make the piece feel 
real. You wrote it, now you will 
make it better.

9. Be ruthless. Did you ever get 
a paper back in school that 
looked like it was dripping 
in red ink? I did, once. It was 
a horrible sight. It is also the 
memory I bring up when I 
am editing large pieces of 
my writing. First drafts are 
to get the thoughts on paper. 
Second drafts are for purging 
anything not needed from the 
manuscript. Take sentences 
down to only the basics. Keep 
paragraphs short if possible. 
Create a straightforward and 
clear masterpiece.

10. Smooth it out. Transitions 
between thoughts can be 
choppy in early draft stages. 
Sometimes they never fully 
form, which can lead to 
awkward paragraphs and 
thoughts that just appear fully 
formed on the page (like some 
of our ancestors). Do your best 
to create flawless transitions 
between sections in your 
writing and take the work to 
the next level.
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Forensic Genealogy

Because this is the first article 
for this new column, it is 
appropriate to discuss how 

forensic genealogy differs, in some 
cases, and is similar, in other cases, to 
the practice of traditional genealogy. A 
“forensic genealogist” is one who applies 
genealogical knowledge, methods, 
and standards to legal problems and 
proceedings. It is easier to understand 
what a forensic genealogist is by 
looking at what they actually do that 
might distinguish them from a more 
traditional family history researcher.

The problems presented to 
traditional family historians do not 
usually have a legal problem or court case 
as the main feature of their projects. This 
is not to say that traditional genealogists 
do not need to be concerned with the law 
and legal proceedings when conducting 
research. For example, all genealogists 
should, when relevant, research records 
and sources concerning laws.1

Thus, the first difference between 
these researchers is the types of 
cases they handle. If your Aunt Ruth 
asks you to research her maternal 
great-grandparents based upon her 
personal interest in her family, you 
are conducting traditional family 
history research. On the other hand, 
if you are asked to locate the missing 

and unknown heirs for a duly court-
appointed personal representative (an 
executor or administrator), you are 
acting as a forensic genealogist because 
this is a legal problem and you will 
likely have to submit your report or 
affidavit of due diligence for use in a 
probate court.2 The legal problem in 
the case of intestacy (that is, where no 
will has been found or the existing will 
does not dispose of all of the property) 
is to locate the closest living heirs who, 
by law, are entitled to inherit the estate. 
The genealogist in such cases may even 
have to testify in the probate court 
about his or her findings.3

The next difference between 
these two fields of genealogy is the 
genealogical organization in which you 
may wish to consider participating. For 
the traditional genealogist, the range of 
family history organizations is vast—
from local to national genealogical 
societies. At this time, there is only 
one organization that focuses on 
forensic genealogy, the Council for the 
Advancement of Forensic Genealogy 
(CAFG), formed as a nonprofit 
corporation in 2011.4 Most of the 
CAFG members also belong to and 
support other genealogical societies.

Additionally, forensic genealogists 
involve themselves in continuing 

education specific to their specialty. 
For instance, CAFG hosts an annual 
Forensic Genealogy Institute presenting 
subjects and practicums tailored for the 
forensic genealogist. Boston University’s 
Center for Professional Education and 
the Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh have also provided courses 
in forensic genealogy. 

The tools of the forensic genealogist 
may also differ to some degree from 
the non-forensic researcher. Most 
obviously, the law-related field may 
require more legal research to learn 
what is involved in the legal problem at 
hand. Thus, the missing and unknown 
heir case will require an understanding 
of the intestate succession laws of the 
place where the estate is being settled. 
Intestate succession laws are established 
by state legislatures to provide the order 
in which relatives inherit an estate in 
which no valid will disposes of the 
deceased person’s property. Without 
knowledge of such laws the forensic 
genealogist would not know who to 
search for.

Another tool that a forensic 
genealogist is more likely to use with 
greater frequency than the non-
specialist is living person search 
databases such as Zaba®Search, Veromi, 
Accurint®, and similar search engines. 

Michael S. 
Ramage

Forensic Genealogist versus 
Traditional Family Historian
By Michael S. Ramage, JD, CG

Michael S. Ramage is a professional genealogist specializing in forensic genealogy including missing 
and unknown heir research, consulting, and expert testimony. A frequent speaker and published writer, 
Michael is a member and officer of the Board for Certification of Genealogists® Board of Trustees.
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Forensic Genealogy

This is because often the ultimate 
goal of the forensic genealogist is to 
find a legally defined living person. In 
the estate case, it is the living heir or 
beneficiary. In the military repatriation 
case, it is the genetically closest living 
relatives of the fallen service member. 
In the adoption research case, the 
goal may be to find the living birth 
parents, adoptive parents, or child 
(adoptee). This is not to suggest that 
the traditional genealogist will never 
have the job of finding living persons, 
particularly those who can supply 
additional family history, but the typical 
task of the family historian concerns 
earlier generations.

Now let us look at some of the 
similarities between these researchers. 
Although the focuses may be different 
for the two fields, the genealogical 

standards to be followed are, for the 
most part, identical.5 One exception 
(which is actually part of the standards) 
is that the content and format of the 
forensic genealogists’ work product 
may use a “. . . legally dictated form 
and phrasing for some law-related 
genealogical reports . . .”6

Another arguable difference in 
the application of genealogy standards 
is the need (or not) of meeting the 
Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS).7 
This question arises when a forensic 
genealogist submits an expert report to 
a court or appears in court as an expert 
witness: Does that expert genealogist 
need to meet the GPS if the court has 
a different standard of proof? This is a 
difficult and, as yet, unanswered legal 
question. Many courts of law have 
traditionally required experts to use 

magic words such as, “My opinion 
is based upon a reasonable degree 
of genealogical certainty.” One court 
decision quoted an expert genealogist 
as testifying, “After reviewing all of 
the research enumerated herein, and 
applying my skills as a genealogical 
researcher, it is my expert opinion to a 
reasonable degree of professional and 
expert certainty that Arthur Perkins, Jr. 
has no provable ancestral ties to any of 
the recognized Indian Nations.”8 This 
“reasonable degree of certainty” seems 
like a lesser degree of proof than the 
GPS. However, it is suggested that the 
better argument and practice is to apply 
the GPS when we are dealing with a 
court of law. No specific court ruling on 
this point has been found.9

As you can see, we digress into the 
murky waters of “the law.” Therefore, 
let us end this discussion until the next 
issue of FORUM where we will focus on 
the practice of forensic genealogy.

Notes
1. Board for Certification of Genealogists [BCG], 

Genealogy Standards (Nashville, Tennessee: Ancestry, 
2014), 13, 25, and 34 [Standards 14, 41, and 57].

2. In the United States, probate courts go by 
a variety of names such as probate court, orphan’s 
court, and surrogate’s court.

3. For a better understanding of what is 
involved in missing and unknown heir research, 
see, Michael S. Ramage, “Missing and Unknown 
Heir, Real Estate, and Adoption Law Practice 
and Procedure” (http://forensicgenealogist.pro/
articlepracticaltips.html).

4. “About,” Council for the Advancement of 
Forensic Genealogy (http://forensicgenealogists.
org/about).

5. BCG, Genealogy Standards.

6. Ibid., 39 [Standard 67, fifth bullet point].

7. Ibid., 1.

8. Perkins v. Lake County Department of 
Utilities, 860 F. Supp. 1262, 1269 (N.D. Ohio 1994).

9. A search of all state and federal appellate 
court cases using the terms “reasonable degree 
of genealogical certainty” resulted in 27 hits but 
resulted in a negative search concerning this 
particular issue. Fastcase (http://www.fastcase.com : 
accessed 22 December 2015).
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Beyond Boxes & Binders

This is the first of what I hope 
will be many column articles 
about writing and publishing—

specifically, writing and publishing 
stories from your genealogy research 
and from your own life. Many of us 
have been storing up our research 
in boxes and binders that sit in our 
closets and on our shelves, but without 
focusing on how we will share that 
research with others and preserve it in 
forms that our families will appreciate. 
For some of us, in our retirement years, 
the time remaining to do that kind 
of work is getting shorter and we are 
feeling a sense of urgency.

Have you seen your grandchildren 
glaze over at the sight of yet one more 
family group sheet? Do your adult 
children yawn and not-so-subtly 
change the subject when you try to 
tell them about their fourth great-
grandfather? Do you despair that 
they will throw out your carefully 
researched materials after you are gone, 
without ever discovering the golden 
nuggets that lie within those boxes?

Perhaps you have done enough 
research to want to begin writing it up 
as a book. Where do you start? How do 

you make it interesting? 
How do you organize 
the masses of material 
that you have collected? 
How do you select the 
important stories and 
cull out the rest, when 
you feel that everything is 
important?

Perhaps you would 
like to publish your 
research but you have 
no idea how to proceed. 
Self-publishing? Online 
publishing? Graphic 
design and layout? Image 
editing? Book structure 
and format? Selling a 
book? HELP!

I’ve been doing 
genealogy research for more than 
30 years. I’ve been a publication and 
book designer for that long as well. In 
addition, almost 12 years ago I became 
a personal historian, helping people 
publish their individual and family 
stories as books. With that experience, 
I hope that I am qualified to provide 
answers to your questions about writing, 
publishing, and story-telling in general.

I’m looking forward to having this 
conversation with you, because writing, 
publishing, and genealogy are three of 
my favorite topics.

Anecdote
At the 2015 RootsTech conference, I 
heard Donny Osmond give a keynote 
speech. Maybe you did too. I’ve been 
aware of the Osmonds for decades, 

Linda 
Coffin

Be the Ancestor Your 
Descendants Will Appreciate
By Linda Coffin

After nearly 25 years as a publication and book designer, Linda Coffin founded HistoryCrafters, 
a personal history business, which has published nearly 40 memoirs and family histories. Linda 
is the executive director of the Association of Personal Historians (http://personalhistorians.org), 
whose members around the world work to save stories in book, video, audio, and online formats. 
Linda is a member of several genealogical societies including the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and the International Society of Family History Writers and Editors.
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Beyond Boxes & Binders

of course, but their music style was 
too stylized and sweet for my taste.  
You know, “fluff ” music. In addition, 
I’ve become really bored with Marie 
Osmond telling me how to lose weight. 
So I’ve mostly ignored the Osmonds 
and I wasn’t expecting a lot from 
Donny’s presentation.

Instead I got a big surprise. Donny 
gave one the best pitches I’ve ever heard 
for telling and preserving your own 
story, along with your family’s stories.

Donny began by describing his own 
life. He talked about the importance of 
family for someone with his Mormon 
background. He showed photos and 
video clips of himself as a little boy on 
Andy Williams’s television show in the 

1960s. He played musical clips of his 
earliest recordings and sang duets with 
himself, the recording singing in a high 
child’s soprano while he harmonized in 
a smooth tenor-baritone. He showed 
newspaper clippings that outlined his 
career over several decades. I had to 
admit that it was a lot of fun.

Then he said, “As you can see, 
my whole life has been documented, 
practically from birth. Everyone knows 
everything about me. But who knows 
about you? Who will tell your story?” 
And he let the silence sink in.

It was a powerful message. The 
room was full of genealogists (23,000 
of them, according to the conference 
planners) and probably only a small 

percentage had ever thought of 
preserving their own story for future 
generations.

Donny continued by asking how 
many people in the room would 
be thrilled to find that one of their 
ancestors had left a memoir. Of course 
everyone raised a hand!

He concluded by encouraging 
everyone to become one of those 
wonderful ancestors who leave 
memoirs for their descendants. Wow! 
As a personal historian who spends all 
her time encouraging people to do that 
very thing, I was totally impressed.

In the next issue of FORUM: 
Weeding out your material until you 
have a manageable amount for a book.
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Records Preservation & Access

This column aims to keep you 
up to date on preservation 
efforts, as well as issues 

affecting access to records. To submit 
or examine current information about 
record availability, visit the Records 
Preservation and Access Committee 
(RPAC) website.

Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC)
Because of a successful New York State 
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
petition between the New York City 
Municipal Archives and Brooke Schreier 
Ganz, the 1908–1929 New York City 
marriage applications, affidavits, and 
licenses will be available at no cost online 
at the Internet Archive website. These 
records are different from the Brides 
Index and Grooms Index currently 
found on FamilySearch. Complete 
information on what is included in 
these marriage records can be found at 
the Reclaim the Records website. The 
Reclaim the Records organization is also 
pushing for free, open records of New 
York City marriages 1938–present day, 
New York State deaths (outside of New 
York City) 1880–1957, New York City 
birth certificates 1910–1915 and New 
Jersey births, marriages, and deaths 
1901–1903.

Jan Meisels Allen, International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies Public Records Access 
Monitoring Committee chairperson 
and RPAC member, reported that the 
National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC) would require 
insurers to compare all in-force policies, 
annuity contracts, and retained asset 
accounts in its records against the 
complete death master file (DMF). Yet, 
again, the DMF is a required source 
to check. For additional information, 
see “Tighten Rules for Carriers and 
Unclaimed Assets, NAIC Says.”

National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)
Acting Chief Records Officer for the 
United States Government Laurence 
Brewer announced the release of the 2014 
Records Management-Self Assessment 
(RMSA) report available at their website 
in PDF format. This 84-page document 
highlights the improvements made to 
records management programs for various 
agencies, as well as new improvements 
for managing agency e-mail systems. 
NARA uses this annual self-assessment 
to determine whether federal agencies are 
compliant with statutory and regulatory 
records management requirements.

States

O
Indiana: Huntington County 
Recorder Cheryl Schenkel 
announced that nearly 117,000 
pages of documents on file 

at the Huntington County Recorder’s 
Office are now being converted to 
digital images. Not only will the images 
be available online at, but permanent 
preservation of the documents will 
be achieved. Records being digitized 
include mortgage deeds, liens, military 
discharges, subdivision plats, leases, 
public and private bonds, personal 
property, and powers of attorney. 
Records for Huntington County began 
in 1834; however, the records now being 
digitized are those recorded between 
1919 and the late 1960s. The earlier 
ones may be scanned at a later time, 
according to Schenkel. The Recorder’s 
Perpetuation Fund, a fund designated 
for the preservation of records, is 
paying for the $50,000 massive project. 
A portion of fees paid by customers for 
copies and recordings go into that fund.

Y
Mississippi: Last fall, rainwater 
leaked through the roof at the 
Jones County Courthouse in 
Ellisville, Mississippi, causing 

damage to documents dating back to 
the 1800s. Water seeped through the 

Preservation Projects, Online 
Records & More
By Linda McCleary, MLS

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen 
years before her retirement. She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from 
Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records Preservation and Access Committee, and is a 
past director of the Federation.
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roof to the third-floor repository where 
most of the old records were maintained. 
Although renovation to the building is 
not an option at this time, money should 
be found to repair the leaking roof.

p
Tennessee: Storage for 
Shelby County, Tennessee, 
court records have 

outgrown the county courthouse, and 
some of the boxes containing various 
records of county courts and offices 
have been found in a South Memphis 
warehouse. The warehouse was originally 
purchased to store surplus furniture 
and equipment, and not official records 
and documents. A recent leak in the 
warehouse resulted in water-damaged 
boxes of records. Unfortunately, records 
grow daily, and places to house the ever-
growing documents often result in them 
being housed in building basements, 
unused offices, and a county-owned 
Quonset hut. Fortunately, records from 
the early 1800s in the Shelby County 
Register’s Office have been digitized and 
are available on their website. 

Other Countries
Canada: The Library and Archives 
Canada (LAC) has updated their online 
database “Naturalization Records, 
1915–1951,” adding over 68,000 to the 
existing database. Searching can be done 
by surname, given name, and country 
(1915–1944). The reference numbers 
in the database can be used to request 
copies of the original naturalization 
records held by the Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada office.

India: A short circuit in the electrical 
system almost completely destroyed a 
British-era building housing old records 
and vital records in the office of Kumaun 
Mandal Vikas Nigam, Nainital, India.

• Internet Archive 
http://archive.org

• FamilySearch 
http://familysearch.org

• Reclaim the Records 
http://reclaimtherecords.org

• “Tighten Rules for Carriers and Unclaimed Assets, NAIC Says” 
http://insurancenewsnet.com/innarticle/tighten-rules-for-carriers-and-
unclaimed-assets-naic

• NARA - 2014 Records Management-Self Assessment (RMSA) 
http://archives.gov/records-mgmt/resources/self-assessment-2014.pdf

• Shelby County Register of Deeds 
http://register.shelby.tn.us

• LAC - “Naturalization Records, 1915–1951” 
http://bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/citizenship-naturalization-
records/naturalized-records-1915-1951/pages/introduction.aspx
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WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE THIS
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT TOOL
FOR GENEALOGY SOCIETIES.

BECAUSE YOU HELPED
DESIGN IT.

YOU WANT IT TO BE EASY.
You don’t need to know anything special about 
computers to use EasyNetSites. If you can use a 

word processor, �ll out a simple form, and click a 
mouse you have all the necessary skills to create, 

maintain and update your own website.

YOU WANT IT TO BE POWERFUL.
In no time at all you’ll be able to create web pages, 
insert photos and links, operate online databases 
like cemetery lists and library archives, manage 
your membership, send blast emails and much, 

much more — all with point and click ease.

YOU WANT IT TO BE ADAPTABLE.
EasyNetSites is made to be custom-built to your 

speci�c needs. You choose exactly what features you 
want to include. Our built-in editing tools let you 
control the content on every single page. You even 
have control over who has access to certain pages.

YOU WANT IT TO BE AFFORDABLE.
Here’s the best part: you get all this and a beautiful, 
professionally designed website at a price that any 

budget-conscious society can a�ord.
Just listen to what these people have to say:

People just like you from genealogy societies across the nation told us exactly what they wanted in a 
web program... and we listened!

Call 813-269-4455 today for your free, no obligation demonstration.

 “EasyNetSites are spreading across the genealogical community and for good reason. I’ve had nothing 
but great experiences with the company and see a long partnership ahead.”

- George G. Morgan  President, Aha! Seminars, Inc.

 “With ENS we were able to create a professional-looking, highly functional site that is easy to enhance 
and maintain. Plus, we now have a built-in membership management system. Responsive customer 

service and timely system upgrades also have been big bene�ts.”
- Maryland Genealogical Society

http://www.easynetsites.com
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Rosemary A. Dembinski 
Chorzempa has compiled 
a very informative quick 
sheet, Polish Genealogy 
Research, as part of the 
Genealogy at a Glance series 
published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company. Since 
I am a Polish research 
beginner, with the addition 
of my Polish son-in-law, 
I was eager to study this 
publication. 

Right off the bat, 
Chorzempa presents a very 
useful timeline of facts 
and important dates to be 
aware of when it comes 
to the history in Poland. 
This section will help the 
researcher see their Polish 
ancestors in conjunction  
with the history of Poland.

The body of the quick 
sheet is straight forward and 
easy to understand, especially 
for a new Polish researcher. 
It is also full of useful tips 
that the author intersperses 
throughout the narrative. 
Chorzempa also includes 
short “For Further Reference” 
sections where you will find 
published works as well as 
websites.

The author includes 
over ten different websites 
for the researcher to visit to 
get further information and 
education on researching 
Polish ancestors. The back 
page is a handy listing 
of place names provided 
in English, Latin, Polish, 
and German to help the 
researcher understand the 

places where their Polish 
ancestors lived.

Anyone with Polish 
ancestors, whether you’re 
new to Polish research or 
not, should check out this 
quick sheet. 

Melissa Barker 
Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee

Genealogy at a Glance: 
Polish Genealogy Research. 
By Rosemary A. Dembinski 
Chorzempa. Published by 
Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 3600 Clipper Mill 
Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, 
MD 21211; http://
genealogical.com; 2013. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-1968-1. 4 
pp. Laminated. $8.95

Melissa 
Barker
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Thomas MacEntee of 
GeneaBloggers and Hack 
Genealogy has provided the 
genealogy community with 
a useful resource through 
his new book The Genealogy 
Do-Over Workbook. This 
workbook is based on the 
13-week Genealogy Do-Over 
program that MacEntee 
implemented online at 
the beginning of 2015, to 
encourage genealogists to 

start their genealogy fresh 
and from the beginning, 
while improving their 
research skills along the 
way. The workbook is a 
restructured version of 
the program, based on a 
12-month plan instead of 
the original 13-week model.  
Set up as a project-based 
learning tool, the workbook 
is designed to accomplish 
tasks on a monthly basis but 

can easily be adjusted to a 
genealogist’s schedule and 
busy life. Whether you have 
been doing your genealogy 
for a year or 20 years, there is 
something in this workbook 
for everyone.

In the introduction of the 
workbook, MacEntee explains 
his frustrations with his 
previous genealogy research 
work and decided he needed 
a genealogy makeover and in 

Book details, next page
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2015, the Genealogy Do-Over 
program was born. MacEntee 
says, “I wanted to feel the joy 
of looking at one small fact 
and perhaps realizing that 
I never looked at it from all 
angles.” 

The workbook has a 
nice and easy-to-follow 
table of contents. There are 
clear instructions on how 
to use the workbook for the 
full benefit of the program. 
MacEntee also includes an 
e-mail address for readers 

and participants to contact 
him with any questions. 

A handy month-by-
month table shows you 
what will be accomplished 
as you move through the 
program. There is a chapter 
for each month, where 
MacEntee explains the goals 
and provides a to-do list. 
MacEntee’s clear explanations 
and instructions are true 
assets to the workbook.

The Genealogy Do-Over 
Workbook is full of links 

to various websites and 
resources to help genealogists 
accomplish the program 
and build a solid genealogy 
research toolbox. Even if you 
are not doing the Genealogy 
Do-Over program, this 
workbook is a great source 
for the genealogist to hone 
their skills and improve their 
research practices.

Melissa Barker 
Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee

The Genealogy Do-Over 
Workbook. By Thomas 
MacEntee. Published by 
CreateSpace, an Amazon 
company; 2016. ISBN 978-
1523266968. 68 pp. Paper-
back. $6.57. Also available 
in Kindle format.

Originally created for 
novelists and script writers, 
Scrivener is a robust, content-
generation tool that lets you 
focus on writing, while giving 
you complete control of your 
project. Many genealogical 
and historical writers have 
already embraced Scrivener 
as their go-to writing software 
because it helps them write, 
outline, view their research, 
take notes, and organize 

everything in one, simple 
space. For these same reasons, 
genealogical and historical 
societies may also find 
Scrivener to be a useful tool. 
Whether you’re an individual 
or part of a society project 
team, Scrivener can serve as a 
project management tool for 
any publishing project, big or 
small. No matter the media, 
whether print, digital, or 
online, Scrivener can help.

Scrivener is available for 
purchase from the Literature 
and Latte website (http://
literatureandlatte.com), and 
comes in both Windows and 
Mac OS X versions. A beta 
version for Linux has recently 
been released. A free, 30-day 
trial is available for you to test 
out Scrivener’s many features.

When you open the 
Scrivener software, you will 
be prompted to create a new 

Scrivener. Developed by 
Literature & Latte. $45 for 
Mac, $40 for Windows; 
30-day free trial available. 
Purchase online at http://
literatureandlatte.com.

http://literatureandlatte.com
http://literatureandlatte.com
http://literatureandlatte.com/
http://literatureandlatte.com/
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project. Several templates—
ranging from fiction to 
non-fiction—are available to 
help get you going, but the 
Blank template is probably 
the most useful for genealogy 
purposes. Give your project 
a name and click Create. 
Saving your Scrivener project 
to a Dropbox folder will allow 
you to access your writing 
from other devices.
If you have already started 
writing a document in 
another word processing 
program, you can bring it 
into Scrivener by using File > 
Import, or by copying and 
pasting the text into a new 
draft file. Keep your existing 
document structure by 
placing a hashtag (#) at the 
beginning of each chapter or 
section, and selecting File > 
Import and Split. This will 
divide each section into a 
separate text document for 
easy manipulation later. Note 
that all text imported into 
Scrivener is converted to Rich 
Text Format (RTF).

The main component of 
Scrivener is the Editor, or the 
white space in the middle of 
the screen where you do the 
bulk of your writing. 

The Editor can be split in 
two screens, either vertically 
or horizontally, making it 
easy to view different sections 
of a long document at the 
same time, or to view your 
text in one screen and your 
research notes in the other. 
Open a photo of Great-
Grandpa Fred in one screen 
for inspiration as you write 
about him in the other. Or 

transcribe documents by 
displaying the document to 
be transcribed in one screen, 
and your typed transcription 
in the other. Anything 
that can be imported into 
Scrivener can be displayed in 
split-screen view as you write. 

Across the top of the 
Editor is the Format Bar, 
used for changing fonts, 
creating tables, adding bullet 
points, and anything related 
to formatting your text. At 
the bottom of the Editor, keep 
track of progress towards 
your word count goal by 
clicking the “target” icon and 
selecting a number. Text in 
the Editor too small? Increase 
or decrease the size by 
clicking the text scale arrows.

To the left of the Editor 
is the Binder, which is like 
a big filing cabinet where 
everything pertaining to 
your project is stored. Inside, 
your project is divided into 
three primary containers, or 
“folders” as follows:

Draft - Where your 
actual writing is kept. 

Large documents can 
be divided into smaller 
chunks of text (chapters, 
sections), and reordered 
by dragging and 
dropping.

Research - Anything 
that is not text is stored 
in your Research folder. 
Keep your PDF files, 
images, movies, web 
pages, and everything 
you need for your project 
close at hand by storing 
them in this folder.

Trash - Whatever you no 
longer need can be sent 
to the Trash, and will stay 
in there until you choose 
to empty it. A word of 
advice: Do not empty 
the trash until you are 
absolutely certain you 
will not need that draft 
you threw out!

Above the Format Bar 
is the Main Toolbar. Using 
the buttons on the left, you 
can view—or not view—the 
contents of your Binder, add 
a collection, add new text 

Scrivener
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files or folders, add project 
keywords, or compile your 
draft when you finish writing. 
From here, you can also switch 
to Full Screen Mode to hide 
all of Scrivener’s components 
except for the Editor, giving 
you a distraction-free 
workspace in which to write. 
Drag your cursor to the 
bottom for a pop-up menu 
when you need it.

In the center of the Main 
Toolbar are two handy tools 
for organizing your writing:

Corkboard - Provides 
a visual overview of 
your project. Each 
document in your project 
is associated with a 
Synopsis, which can be 
viewed as an index card 
on a bulletin board. To 
add a new card or folder 
to your Corkboard, 
hit the plus sign at the 
bottom of the screen, or 
the green circle icon at 
the top. Rearranging the 
cards will rearrange the 

order of text documents 
in your Drafts folder.

Outliner - For those 
who prefer a more 
traditional format, the 
Outliner displays the 
same information found 
on the Corkboard in an 
outline environment. 
Rearrange sections by 
dragging and dropping, 
and add labels and status. 
You can customize the 
Outliner to include word 
and character counts, and 
show progress towards 
those goals.

Also on the Main Toolbar 
is a search box, allowing you 
to search your entire Scrivener 
project, or just specific parts of 
it. Searches are customizable 
by keyword, label, status, and 
metadata, and you can choose 
to include or exclude any part 
of your project. 

At the far right end of the 
Main Toolbar is the Inspector 
icon. This opens the Inspector 
panel, where you can view 

your Synopsis, metadata and 
keywords, document notes, 
and comments and footnotes. 
Take a “snapshot” of your text 
by clicking the camera icon, 
allowing you to “roll back” to a 
previous version, if necessary.

Of special interest to 
genealogical writers is that 
footnotes and comments can 
be viewed in either an inline 
manner in your document, 
or within the Inspector panel. 
The advantage to using the 
Inspector panel is that you 
can easily scroll through your 
footnotes without losing your 
place in your text document.

Ready to put your 
finished draft together? 
Scrivener offers several 
options for compiling your 
document. Export to a word 
processor for final editing, 
to an e-book format for 
self-publishing, or even to 
HTML for publishing to your 
website. Just click File > 
Compile, and choose from 
the available formats. The 
contents of your Draft folder 
will be combined into a single 
document according to your 
specifications.

As of this writing, a 
companion app for iOS is in 
development, and is hoped 
to be released in 2016. In 
the meantime, users of the 
Literature and Latte Forums 
have suggested an app called 
Scrivo for Writers and 
Scriveners - Writing App 
for iPad and iPhone (RTF 
Documents Edition) and 
Scrivo Pro for Writers and 

Scrivener
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Scriveners. Version 2 includes 
“Dropbox Sync for Scrivener 
External Folders” for the Mac 
only, although a Windows 
version should be coming 
soon. The Scrivo apps are by 
Kairoos Solutions SL, and is 
not affiliated with Literature 
and Latte or the Scrivener 
software.

Getting the hang of 
Scrivener takes more than 
the wave of a magic wand, 
but help is available. Visit the 
Literature and Latte website 
for several detailed tutorials to 
help you get up and running.

Give Scrivener a try, and 
watch the magic happen!

Elizabeth Swanay-O’Neal
Lompoc, California

Scrivener Resources & Extras

Literature and Latte Support 
http://literatureandlatte.com/support.php

Literature and Latte YouTube 
http://youtube.com/user/davidmj13/videos

Scrivener for Linux Beta 
http://literatureandlatte.com/forum/viewtopic.
php?f=33&t=32709

Scrivo for Writers and Scriveners - Writing 
App for iPad and iPhone (RTF Documents 
Edition) 
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/scrivo-for-
scrivener-writing/id1065970885?mt=8

Scrivo Pro for Writers and Scriveners 
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/scrivo-pro-for-
writers-scriveners/id1068691473?mt=8

Visit www.arkivdigital.net to find:
 More than 58 million newly photographed color images of Swedish historical records
 Legible Swedish church books
 Much more than church books: Estate inventories, military records, passenger ship
manifests, tax registers and much more!
 600,000 new records added monthly

Special offer
Go to: www.arkivdigital.net/code/FGS1601

Offer expires on April 30, 2016 (only valid for new customers) 
You pay nothing and there is no commitment. 
The week’s subscription will end automatically

and you don’t need to notify us.

Get 1-week free access to ArkivDigital!

Discover Your Swedish Roots Online! 

www.arkivdigital.net
Contact:  Kathy.meade@arkivdigital.com Toll-free (888) 978-4715    
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Membership in the Federation of Genealogical Societies is open 
to three categories of organizations:
• Societies including genealogical societies, family associations, 

historical societies;
• Associate Organizations including libraries, archives, and 

educational institutions; and
• Genealogical Vendors including those organizations offering 

products and services to the genealogical community.

Member benefits include: 
• Partner benefits from Genealogy Gems, Dell, and 

Findmypast. 
• The latest issue of FORUM plus the complete archives 

covering more than 25 years for the society’s leadership.
• The FGS Webinar Series covering society management topics.
• A listing in the FGS Member Network on the FGS website.
• Bylaws, newsletter, and website reviews.
• Exposure of society events through the FGS Events Calendar.

See the full list of FGS member benefits for each  
membership category on the FGS website. 

Advertise in FORUM

FGS Membership
Join FGS.  Empower your organization for the 21st century with society 
management tools, services, and resources FGS provides members. 

Annual Membership Fees

NUMBERS OF MEMBERS PRICE

1 – 50 $35.00

51 – 99 $45.00

100 – 199 $55.00

200 – 299 $65.00

300 – 399 $75.00

400 – 499 $85.00

500 –999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Genealogical Vendors $35.00

advErtising ratEs

Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 8.5" W x 11" H $200 $150/ea.

Half Page 7.5" W x 4.5" H  or  3.5" W x 9" H $110 $80 /ea.

Quarter Page 7.5" W x 2.25" H  or  3.5" W x 4.25" H $75 $55 /ea.

Eighth Page 3.5" W x 2.25" H  or  2.25" W x 3.5" H $40 $30 /ea.

Copy dEadLinEs

Issue Copy Due Publication Date
Issue  1 January 15 March 15

Issue 2 April 15 June 15

Issue 3 July 15 September 15

Issue 4 October 15 December 15

Terms:  All advertising must be prepaid. To earn the multiple insertion discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

Copy:  Advertising copy that exceeds the above measurements may be proportionately reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher. Submit files in 
JPEG, TIFF, or PDF format in color.

To confirm ad space or obtain additional information, contact the FORUM Advertising Manager at advertising@fgs.org.

FORUM readers should know about your products and/or services. 
The Federation of Genealogical Societies publishes FORUM, a quarterly magazine providing content of 
interest to genealogists and society leaders. FORUM is distributed digitally to the leadership of all FGS 
member societies, the contact person for associate and vendor members, and individual genealogists 
who personally subscribe. View a sample issue of FORUM. 
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Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference
August 31 to September 3, 2016 · Springfield, Illinois

with local host
Illinois State Genealogical Society

http://fgsconference.orgPlatinum 
Sponsors



Dear Friends,

For nearly 40 years, the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies has been 
hosting events for those interested 
in genealogy and family history. 
Our exhibit halls and conference 
sessions have enriched thousands of 
genealogists searching for long lost 
ancestors. As we celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of FGS, we are delighted 
to return to our roots in Illinois for the 
FGS 2016 Conference.

Whether you are just starting to 
research your family tree or have 
been an avid genealogist for years, 
the FGS 2016 Conference is an event 
you cannot miss. This year’s all-star 
lineup features speakers from across 
the world. Topics will blend recent 
trends in family history, from DNA to 
technology, with balanced research 
tips and general advice. 

Events will include the FGS 40th 
Anniversary Gala and those organized 
by our local host, the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society. Special events, 
luncheons, and other activities provide 
ample opportunities to gather with 
fellow genealogists as we celebrate and 
learn from one another. 

Let me be clear—the FGS 2016 
Conference is open to anyone with an 
interest or curiosity in family history. 

I’ll see you in historic Springfield, Illinois!

Best,

Joshua
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS 
FGS President

ConferenCe Site 
Downtown Springfield, filled with 
restaurants, shops, and historic sites, 
will serve as the base for all FGS 2016 
Conference activities. The conference 
venue is just a quick walk to the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 
and Lincoln Home National Historic Site. The Illinois State Archives, Old State 
Capitol, Lincoln’s Tomb, and other attractions are just minutes away by car.

Located at 1 Convention Center Plaza in downtown Springfield, the Prairie 
Capital Convention Center will host conference lectures and house an 
exhibit hall filled with genealogical and historical vendors from across the 
United States and beyond.

HotelS
WyndHam Springfield City Centre

700 East Adams Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1601
Phone:  217-789-1530
The Wyndham Springfield City Centre 
(formerly Hilton Springfield) is located across 
the street from the Prairie Capital Convention 
Center, and each room features a panoramic 
view of the city. The Wyndham will be the site 
for many of the conference’s special events. A 
complimentary shuttle is provided to and from 
the Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport or Amtrak 
Station for hotel guests. The conference rate 
is $129 per night, available from August 27 
to September 6, 2016. Reserve your room by 
August 6, 2016 to receive the discounted rate.

preSident abraHam linColn Springfield  
(a doubletree Hotel by Hilton)

701 East Adams Street
Springfield, IL 62701
Phone: 217-544-8800
Formerly known as the Abraham 
Lincoln Hotel, the President 
Abraham Lincoln Springfield 
(a DoubleTree hotel by Hilton) 
has a connected walkway to 
the Prairie Capital Convention 
Center. A complimentary shuttle 
is provided to and from the 
Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport 

or Amtrak Station for hotel guests. The conference rate is $129 per night, 
available from August 30 to September 4, 2016. Reserve your room by 
August 3, 2016 to receive the discounted rate.

For additional information about the host hotels, including current room 
availability and booking your room online, visit the conference website at 
http://fgsconference.org. When making a reservation by phone, be sure 
to tell the reservation agent that you are attending the FGS conference 
and ask for the conference rate. Rooms at the host hotels tend go fast, so 
don’t delay!htpp://fgsconference.org

You’re Invited!

http://fgsconference.org
http://fgsconference.org


regiStration
Register online for the conference and 
reserve your tickets to special events at 
http://fgsconference.org or register by 
completing the form at the end of this 
booklet. On-site registration, for both 
prepaid and walk-in attendees, will be 
at the Prairie Capital Convention Center.

On-Site Registration Hours:
Tuesday 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
 12:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Friday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

CanCellation poliCy
Cancellations will be accepted through 
August 1, 2016 via e-mail, fax, or mail 
sent to the FGS office postmarked by that 
date. For full conference registration 
cancellations received or postmarked by 
August 1, 2016, registrants will receive 
the conference registration fee, including 
meal functions, less a $50 non-refundable 
administration charge. Separate 
workshop, special event and/or luncheon 
cancellations will have a $10 service 
fee deducted. While refunds cannot be 
given for cancellations after August 1, 
2016, registrants will have access to the 
downloadable syllabus.

SpeCial requirementS
Registrants with special needs 
requirements as outlined in the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
must notify FGS in writing of their special 
needs by July 15, 2016. Information on 
services and equipment is available at 
http://easyaccessspringfield.org.

tranSportation
Getting to Springfield is easy. 

By car, Springfield sits in the heart of 
Illinois’s US Route 66 (Interstate 55). 
Springfield is less than 300 miles from 
Chicago, Indianapolis, Cincinnati, 
Louisville, and Des Moines, and less 
than 100 miles from St. Louis and 
Hannibal. Check out the handy map 
on the back page.

By plane, Springfield’s Abraham 
Lincoln Capital Airport serves 
American Airlines, United Airlines, 
and Allegiant Air, and is linked with 
multiple daily flights from Chicago 
O’Hare International Airport and 
Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport. A complimentary shuttle to 
and from the Abraham Lincoln Capital 
Airport is provided to guests of the 
Wyndham Springfield City Centre 
and the President Abraham Lincoln 
Springfield (DoubleTree). Taxi service 
is also available. Surrounding airports 
are: Central Illinois Regional Airport 
(Bloomington), and General Wayne A. 
Downing Peoria International Airport. 

By train, Amtrak offers daily stops in 
Springfield between Chicago and St. 
Louis. A complimentary shuttle to and 
from the Amtrak station is provided 
to guests of the Wyndham Springfield 
City Centre and the President Abraham 
Lincoln Springfield (DoubleTree). 

By bus, Greyhound Lines provides 
service to the Springfield area. 

program overvieW
Sessions at this year’s conference 
include a wide array of offerings 
from many of the nation’s leading 
family history experts, along with top 
international speakers from Scotland 
and Australia. Four day-long tracks 
full of sessions aimed at strengthening 
research skills await you, relevant 
no matter what your level or area of 
expertise is. 

Each day of the conference features 
strong tracks dedicated to both the 
United Kingdom and to continental 
European research in the ethnic track. 
Those with Midwestern roots will love 
the regional track. The migration track 
will provide many ideas for tracing how 
ancestors moved. Participants can put 
ancestors into context by researching 
their military experience, occupations, 
and religions. To stay current or expand 
understanding of the value of DNA and 
new technology tools, look for sessions on 
these subjects throughout the program. 
FGS 2016 includes something for everyone 
interested in exploring family history.

Love workshops? If so, you are going 
to be very pleased with the selection 
of seven exciting workshops. Topics 
include: pre-1800 Scottish and Irish 
research, photo identification, Google 
Earth, writing, self-publishing, and 
more. Space for these workshops is 
limited so be sure to sign up early!

For those wanting to network and learn 
over food, ten luncheons will be offered 
featuring some of the most educational 
and entertaining speakers in genealogy, 
all sponsored by major organizations in 
the field. Space is limited so be sure to 
sign up early.

Whether a novice or an expert, the 
FGS 2016 Conference has something 
for everyone!

foCuS on SoCietieS
Wednesday’s Focus on Societies program 
is one way that FGS accomplishes 
its mission to support the needs of 
genealogical societies and provide 
leadership as an umbrella organization. 
Through Focus on Societies, FGS 
strives to provide meaningful society 
management presentations designed to 
help societies support their membership 
in order to grow and prosper.

You don’t have to be a society officer 
to attend these great sessions. Each 
session is packed full of wonderful ideas 
for everyone associated with a society—
officers, members, committee chairs, 
delegates, and volunteers.

Focus on Societies, held all day 
Wednesday, will kick off with a welcoming 
session presented by FGS President D. 
Joshua Taylor, followed by a plenary 
session with the theme “Successfully 
Embracing Change.” Throughout the day, 
presentations that focus on the needs of 
genealogical societies will be offered, 
covering a wide array of topics including: 
workshop and program planning, reaching 
out to the next generation of genealogists, 
tools for managing your society, and how 
to be an effective leader. The midday 
luncheon will provide an opportunity to 
network with peers and participate in the 
always-popular “Society Shout-Out.” 

New this year, Focus on Societies will 
feature discussion group sessions led by 
FGS and society leaders. These sessions are 
designed to be interactive opportunities 
for sharing ideas and experience. 

Focus on Societies is a unique and exciting 
setting to gather together the nation’s 
genealogical society leadership and share 
issues of common concern. Networking 
and collaborating with other attendees is a 
great way to gather fresh ideas and return 
to your society reenergized and ready to 
turn those ideas into actions.

http://fgsconference.org
http://easyaccessspringfield.org


librarianS’ day
The Federation of Genealogical Societies 
would like to invite librarians, archivists, 
other information professionals, 
volunteers, and board members serving 
the genealogical community to attend 
Librarians’ Day, Tuesday, August 30, 2016, 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

This event is sponsored by ProQuest. 
The 2016 Librarians’ Day theme is 
“Sharing Ourselves and Our Collections.” 
The following speakers will present 
their unique perspectives on offering 
genealogical collections, oral histories, 
and experiences, as well as family 
history’s relationship with local tourism.

The morning sessions and lunch will be 
held at the Wyndham Springfield City 
Centre (700 E. Adams Street, Springfield). 
Afternoon sessions will be held off site 
at the Lincoln Library and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. 
Attendees will have an opportunity to 
attend both afternoon sessions. Maps to 
the off-site libraries will be available.

Mark DePue
Director of Oral History, Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library
“Family History Beyond the Family Tree”

Robert Raymond
Deputy Chief Genealogical Officer, 
FamilySearch
“FamilySearch Family History Resources 
for Librarians”

Curtis Mann
Historian, City of Springfield, Illinois; 
Manager of the Sangamon Valley 
Collection at Lincoln Library, the Public 
Library of Springfield
“A Capital Idea: A look at the Sangamon 
Valley Collection, the regional collection 
of genealogy and history for Lincoln 
Library”

Curtis Mann
“Tour of Sangamon Valley Collection: A 
first-hand look at this well respected local 
history collection”
Lincoln Library, 326 S. Seventh Street, 
Springfield

Bonnie Parr
Historical Documents Conservator, 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum
“Proper Environment, Proper Storage, 
Proper Handling”
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum, 212 N. Sixth Street, Springfield

Registration for Librarians’ Day is $10 
and includes lunch. Register at http://
fgsconference.org. E-mail questions to 
librariansday@fgs.org. 

http://instagram.com/FGSgenealogy

http://facebook.com/FGSgenealogy

http://twitter.com/FGSgenealogy

http://pinterest.com/FGSgenealogy

http://plus.google.com/+FgsOrgGenealogy

exHibit Hall
One of the most exciting areas at an 
FGS conference is the large exhibit hall, 
featuring the latest software, books, maps, 
databases, and gadgets on the market 
for genealogists and family historians, as 
well as information about genealogical 
organizations. The exhibit hall will open 
Thursday morning after the keynote session. 
Special vendor demonstration sessions and 
brief speaker presentations will also take 
place in the exhibit hall. 

Interested in being an exhibitor?  Visit 
http://fgsconference.org/exhibits to 
learn more.

Exhibit Hall Hours: 
Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

SoCiety SHoWCaSe
FGS invites its members to reserve a 
table in the 2016 Society Showcase. 
Located in the exhibit hall, Society 
Showcase is an opportunity to expose 
and highlight your society to conference 
attendees. Offer a door prize to 
encourage visitors. Decorate your 
table with an attractive theme to be 
eligible to win a one-year membership 
in FGS for your society. Combine 
networking, learning, socializing, 
eating, marketing, and fun all in one 
place. Visit the conference website at 
http://fgsconference.org to register. 
Handouts may be offered, but no sales 
are permitted. 

Questions? Contact the Society Showcase 
Committee at societyshowcase@fgs.org.

Stay ConneCted
FGS 2016 Conference Website
http://fgsconference.org
The central hub for conference logistics.

FGS Voice Blog
http://voice.fgs.org
Covers a wide range of conference news 
and updates including details on special 
events, speakers, lectures, vendors, 
exhibitors, luncheons, parking, travel, 
and research.

Follow Us #FGS2016

SponSorS
platinum

gold

bronze

Corporate

partner organizationS

Allen County Public Library

Association of Professional 
Genealogists

ArkivDigital

Board for Certification of 
Genealogists®

BYU Center for Family History and 
Genealogy

BYU ResearchTies

Eneclann

Genealogical Speakers Guild

Illinois State Archives

Illinois State Genealogical Society

Illinois State Historical Society

International Society for British 
Genealogy and Family History

International Society of Family 
History Writers and Editors 

Mid-Continent Genealogy Library

Missouri History Museum Library 
and Research Center

National Archives and Records 
Administration

New England Historic Genealogical 
Society

National Genealogical Society

New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Society

Records Preservation and Access 
Committee

http://fgsconference.org
http://fgsconference.org
mailto:librariansday%40fgs.org?subject=
http://fgsconference.org/exhibits
http://fgsconference.org
mailto:societyshowcase%40fgs.org?subject=
http://fgsconference.org
http://voice.fgs.org


W-138 farmS & familieS: aCroSS tHe deCadeS

Wednesday Evening - 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Sponsored by FamilySearch and co-hosted by the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society and the Illinois State Historical Society

Begin your FGS 2016 conference experience reflecting upon 
the importance of agriculture to our ancestors. Enjoy a 
leisurely evening learning about Illinois farms, families, and 
agriculture across the decades. Relax and catch up with 
friends while enjoying a light hors d’oeuvres menu highlighting 
Illinois agricultural products. 

Farms are not just parcels of land; they are also the families 
that have lived and worked the land. See how crops, animals, 
and machinery have changed over the years. Would you find a 
Rhode Island Red or a Buckeye on an Illinois farm? Centennial 
and sesquicentennial farms and families will be highlighted 
along with favorite farms submitted by fellow genealogists. 

Complete your ledger page with 
the facts about Illinois agriculture 
to enter a drawing for door prizes 
including a beautiful quilt designed 
for this event.  

Tickets: $15

t-242 meet & greet

Thursday Evening - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sponsored by Ancestry

Join the Federation of Genealogical Societies for an evening 
of networking and sharing. Learn how others approach 
their research, Connect with the greater FGS “Genealogical 
Family,” and Succeed in your ancestral quest in new ways! A 
delicious buffet meal will be served.

Hot Dinner Buffet: Spring Mix Salad; Seasonal Fresh Fruit; 
Chef Selection of Starch and Vegetable; Signature Bread 
Basket; *Roast Pork Loin with Maderia Sauce; Five Cheese 
Pasta Purse with Pesto Cream Sauce; *London Broil in Wild 
Mushroom Sauce; Chef’s Selection of Cakes, Pies, Tarts; 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

*Indicates Gluten Free Item

Tickets: $20

F-357 FGS 40th Anniversary Gala
Friday Evening - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Join us for an historic evening of celebration and activities as 
we look back on the history of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, meet new friends, and create memories that will 
last a lifetime. This year’s gala will feature a look back at the 
achievements of FGS and its member societies over the past 
forty years.

Want to give your sleuthing skills a test? Want to test your 
knowledge of the history of FGS? The year’s event will play 
host to the premiere of the FGS Family History Quest. Stroll 
down memory lane with FGS as you have the opportunity to 
win prizes, including subscriptions to your favorite genealogical 
websites, products and services from the exhibit hall, and more.

Menu: *Raspberry Field Greens Salad, a Blend of Field Greens 
with Hearts of Palm, Raspberries, Toasted Pignoli Nuts, and 
a Raspberry Vinaigrette; *Grilled Chicken Provencal, Grilled 
Chicken Breast Topped with Tomato, Red Onion, Roasted 
Garlic, Shredded Asiago Cheese and Drizzled with a Balsamic 
Reduction; Sweet Basil Risotto; Petite Green Beans; *Flourless 
Chocolate Torte; Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

Vegetarian Option: *Raspberry Field Greens Salad, a Blend 
of Field Greens with Hearts of Palm, Raspberries, Toasted 
Pignoli Nuts, and a Raspberry Vinaigrette; *Sun Dried Tomato 
and Asparagus Risotto, Creamy Risotto with Sun Dried Tomato, 
Asparagus, and Grilled Vegetable; *Flourless Chocolate Torte; 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

*Indicates Gluten Free Item

Tickets: $35

SpeCial eventS

loCal reSearCH
Illinois State Archives 
http://cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
http://www.illinois.gov/alplm/library

Illinois Regional Archives Depository at University of Illinois 
Springfield 
http://library.uis.edu/archives

CredentialS & abbreviationS
Certified Genealogist is a registered trademark, and CG, CGL, and 
Certified Genealogical Lecturer are service marks of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists®, used under license by associates who 
have met BCG’s competency standards. AG and Accredited Genealogist 
are registered trademarks of the International Commission for the 
Accreditation of Professional Genealogists (ICAPGen℠), used under 
license by individuals who have met ICAPGen’s competency standards. 
A full list of abbreviations can be found on the conference website.

http://cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives
http://www.illinois.gov/alplm/library
http://library.uis.edu/archives


WedneSday
plenary SeSSion
8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.

W-100 Welcome!
FGS President D. Joshua Taylor

W-101 To Survive and Thrive: Successfully Embracing 
Change 
Curt B. Witcher, Teri E. Flack, Ed Donakey

In the constantly evolving world in which we live, 
genealogical societies must successfully adapt or risk 
withering and dying. Transforming societies, associations, 
and organizations to meet the needs of both today’s 
members and the members of tomorrow takes leadership, 
collaboration, and vision. The FGS Focus on Societies Day 
begins with a plenary session that explores the opportunities 
and challenges facing societies today and showcases ways 
society leaders, delegates, members, and genealogical 
researchers can facilitate the changes needed for societies 
to succeed and thrive.

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
“… Courage to Change the Things I Can …”: Being a 
Successful Change Agent
Refreshing, renewing, and invigorating your society can 
happen most successfully when change is embraced. Curt 
will present some simple tactics for understanding change as 
the constant it is.

Teri E. Flack, MBA, MA, FTxSGS
Leading Change in a Multi-Generational World
Leading change is a challenge under the best of 
circumstances; however, leading change when everyone has 
a different idea of what the society should look like makes 
the task more difficult. Learn strategies to enable your 
society to thrive in an environment of diverse expectations.

Ed Donakey
Who Moved My Society?
My Motorola Brick is now a Smart Phone—Apple or Android. 
My phone takes pictures. My PC is now a notebook, desktop, 
Mac, iPad, tablet, or device. My technology has changed. 
Am I the person that I used to be, or have I changed in the 
process too? What about my society? How does my society 
compare, and how do I feel about it? Am I comfortable with 
the change? Is it still my society?

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF, is the manager of The 
Genealogy Center at the Allen County Public Library. He’s a 
past president of FGS and NGS and the founding president 
of Indiana Genealogical Society.

Teri E. Flack, MBA, MA (Public History), FTxSGS, is a 
genealogical and historical researcher, consultant, and 
lecturer. FGS director and 2014 national conference co-chair 
and Texas State Genealogical Society Records Preservation 
and Access Committee chair.

Ed Donakey, FGS VP of development and 2014 national 
conference chair, presents at genealogy, technology, and 
business events globally. He is VP of strategic relations and 
deputy chief genealogical officer at FamilySearch.

Tracks 9:30 am 11:00 am 12:00 pm 2:00 pm 3:30 pm 5:00 pm Tracks Events

Leadership

W-102 FGS Delegates: What 
You Need to Know

FGS Officers
Wondering how you can make 
the most of your society’s 
membership in FGS? Join FGS 
Officers as they discuss FGS 
and how it supports and works 
with member societies. Society 
delegate communication and 
interaction with FGS will be 
discussed. (B/I/A)

W-109 30 Things I Wish I 
Had Known Before Becoming 
President

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Join an outgoing FGS president 
for a look at the most crucial 
lessons learned during his 
four years as FGS president—
including successes and 
mistakes. (B/I/A)

W-116 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies 
Focus on Societies 
Luncheon: The State of Our 
Societies

FGS Leadership
Join FGS leadership for an 
in-depth look at the current 
state of our societies across 
the United States. Trends 
relating to membership 
growth, marketing activities, 
educational initiatives, 
and other activities will be 
discussed. Time will also 
be reserved for “Society 
Shout-Out,” offering you 
the opportunity to share 
successes from your society 
from the past year. This 
session also includes the FGS 
Annual Business Meeting and 
other important activities 
for society leaders and FGS 
delegates. 

Menu
Warm Roast Beef and 
Cheddar Sandwich, Tender 
Roast Beef, Cheddar Cheese, 
Horseradish Sauce (on side) 
Served on a French Roll; 
Potato Salad; Chocolate 
Raspberry Cake; Coffee, Iced 
Tea, Lemonade, Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free 
Option
Chef Salad; Potato Salad; 
Chocolate Mousse; Coffee, 
Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

Tickets: $25

W-117 Problem Prevention, 
Not Problem Resolution

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, 
FMGS, FUGA
Societies run more smoothly 
using positive techniques 
that offer prevention rather 
than solving problems with 
activities, publications, 
people, events, and policies. 
Interactive session. (I/A)

W-124 Just Elected: Making 
the Most of Your First 90 Days

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Whether you have just 
won an election as your 
society’s president, secretary, 
conference chair, or 
somewhere in-between, learn 
tips to make the most of your 
first few days. (B/I/A)

W-131 Advocacy for 
Genealogical Societies

Teri E. Flack, MBA, MA, FTxSGS
Genealogists face ever-
increasing threats to the 
records on which we rely. 
Grassroots advocacy by the 
genealogical community can be 
a potent weapon to overcome 
those threats. (B/I/A)

Leadership

Event - 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.
W-138 Farms & Families: 
Across the Decades
Begin your 2016 conference 
experience reflecting 
upon the importance of 
agriculture to our ancestors. 
Enjoy a leisurely evening 
learning about Illinois farms, 
families, and agriculture 
across the decades. Relax 
and catch up with friends 
while enjoying a light hors 
d’oeuvres menu highlighting 
Illinois agricultural products. 
See additional details on 
page 5.

Sponsored by FamilySearch 
and co-hosted by the Illinois 
State Genealogical Society 
and the Illinois State 
Historical Society

Tickets: $15

Leadership

W-103 Society President’s 
Discussion

FGS Executive Committee
Join FGS President D. Joshua 
Taylor and fellow society 
presidents for a discussion of 
issues and concerns confronting 
societies.

W-110 Micro-Volunteering: Get 
Your Members Involved a Little 
Bit at a Time

Rorey Cathcart
Learn strategies for creating 
small volunteer opportunities 
out of even the largest 
project to increase member 
participation. (B)

W-118 Finessing Facebook

Jen Baldwin
Facebook can be an incredible 
tool for your society, but 
the ever-evolving nature 
of the platform can make 
it challenging to get your 
message heard. Explore the 
various options offered and 
how to be successful. (B)

Sponsored by FindMyPast

W-125 Profit for Non-Profits: 
It’s Not a Dirty Word

Rorey Cathcart
Misconceptions abound as 
to the financial rights and 
responsibilities of non-profits. 
Learn how to maximize the 
profitability of your events 
while staying on the right side 
of the law. (I)

W-132 Embracing Change 
and Steering a Course: 
Mapping a Direction for Your 
Genealogical Society

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation focuses on 
how genealogical and historical 
societies should use change and 
“change factors” to help steer 
a course and plan a program of 
action that is most meaningful 
to their members. There 
is a strong emphasis in this 
presentation on using standard 
business applications with goal-
setting for societies. (I)

Leadership

Technology

W-104 Technology Initiatives 
for Genealogy Societies

Thomas MacEntee
An overview of current 
technology resources available 
to be leveraged by any 
genealogical society in an 
easy-to-understand, non-techie 
format. (B)

W-111 Google Apps for Your 
Society

Randy Whited
Explore the benefits of Google 
Apps for your society. A full set 
of collaborative tools, including 
online storage, email, and office 
applications, all for no cost. (B)

W-119 Technology Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members for 
a discussion of methods and 
tools for using technology to 
reach and engage members. 
(B/I/A)

W-126 Video Marketing: Killer 
YouTube Strategies for Societies

Lisa Louise Cooke
The producer of the Genealogy 
Gems YouTube Channel 
(founded 2007, 250,000+ 
views) will share strategies 
for creating a robust YouTube 
channel for your society. 
(B/I/A)

W-133 The Society 
Website and Search Engine 
Optimization: No Fear!

Jen Baldwin
Search engine optimization 
can give a huge boost to your 
website. Learn the basics 
of SEO techniques and take 
home tools you can use now 
to enhance your visibility 
online. (A)

Sponsored by FindMyPast

Technology

Organization

W-105 Harness the Power of 
Email for Your Society

George G. Morgan
There are many ways to use 
email to boost excitement 
and promote participation in 
your society. From meeting 
announcements to surveys and 
more, learn to leverage email in 
your society. (I/A)

W-112 Team Building in a  
ME-Centered Society

Billie Fogarty, MEd
Is your society stuck in an ME-
centered mind-set that makes 
progress impossible? Take a look 
at some of these suggestions 
for getting past this to move 
forward to a WE-centered 
society. (I)

W-120 Succession Planning: 
Growing Tomorrow’s Leaders

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
Often an area of little active 
concern for a society, yet it 
is critical to an organization’s 
long-term success. Hear and 
share strategies for recruiting 
society members into positions 
of increasing responsibility. (I)

W-127 The Virtual Volunteer

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
Today’s technology provides 
genealogical societies with 
more opportunities to engage 
volunteers in digital projects. 
Learn successful strategies 
and how to apply them to your 
society. (B/I/A)

W-134 Society Scorecard: 
How to Measure Success

Randy Whited
How is your society faring, 
really? This session goes 
into detail on how to define 
quantitative measures, use 
past numbers to set realistic 
goals, and how to measure 
success and take action. 
(B/I/A)

Organization

Program

W-106 Dynamic Programming 
for Genealogical Societies

Teri E. Flack, MBA, MA, FTxSGS
Learn innovative and creative 
ways to develop educational 
programs to revitalize your 
society. (I)

W-113 Planning a Winning 
Workshop

Debra Mieszala, CG
Successful workshops are often 
measured by what attendees 
take away from them. But it 
doesn’t hurt the society to 
benefit from the workshop, too. 
Learn how to host a successful 
workshop for all. (B/I/A)

W-121 Expand Your Program, 
Expand Your Society

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Societies model the 
expectations and goals 
presented by the leadership. 
Discover how an expansion in 
programming style will show 
results in your participation 
and membership numbers. 
(B/I/A)

W-128 Program Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members for a 
discussion of ideas for finding 
and developing programs. 
(B/I/A)

W-135 Designing a Publication

Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, 
FUGA
Basic design issues are 
important whether you are 
creating a family newsletter 
for a few readers or a 
quarterly publication to be 
read by hundreds. Learn about 
good design principles. (B/I)

Program

Projects

W-107 Archiving a Society’s 
History

Teresa S. McMillin, CG
New board members often 
receive a box of dusty files that 
may have been in existence for 
several decades. Is it unclear 
what may be tossed and what 
may be retained? This lecture will 
suggest strategies for eliminating 
excess materials while preserving 
the history essential to the 
organization. (B/I/A)

W-114 Collaborating for a 
Successful Digitization Grant 
Project

Tina Beaird, MLS
Collaboration is a must for 
grant funding for digitization 
projects. Tina offers insights 
into starting a project, 
working with others, staying 
on task, and maintaining the 
relationships once work has 
been completed. (B)

W-122 Tracking a Community 
Research Project with 
ResearchTiesTM

Jill N. Crandall, MA, AG
Learn how ResearchTies™, 
an online research log, can 
help your society track large 
research projects and easily 
avoid duplication of efforts. 
(B/I/A)

Sponsored by ResearchTies-BYU

W-129 When It Rains, It 
Pours: Cloud Collaboration for 
Your Society

Cyndi Ingle
Your society’s projects and 
publications can benefit 
through member collaboration 
with popular cloud apps. 
We will focus on Dropbox, 
Evernote, Google Docs, and 
others. (B/I)

W-136 Project Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members 
for a discussion of ideas for 
developing and managing 
society projects. (B/I/A)

Projects

New Life

W-108 Keys to Our Success in 
these “Best of Times”

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
Important operational 
philosophies and strategic 
thinking will be shared to 
encourage those involved in 
society operations to increase 
member engagement while 
enticing new members. (I)

W-115 New Life Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members for a 
discussion of ideas to generate 
new life in your society. (B/I/A)

W-123 Breathing Life Into a 
Stagnant Society

Teresa S. McMillin, CG
Societies that have existed for 
decades may find themselves with 
decreasing membership, reluctant 
volunteers, and generally in need 
of revitalization. This lecture 
suggests strategies for revitalizing 
your society. (B/I/A)

W-130 Partnerships and 
Building a Better Community

Kris W. Rzepczynski, MA, MLIS
Explore how societies can 
strengthen themselves and the 
larger genealogical community 
by partnering with neighboring 
societies, libraries, and other 
organizations. (B/I)

W-137 Integrating Youth 
Programming Into Your 
Society

Emily Kowalski Schroeder, MS
This session will provide 
participants with ideas for 
creating, funding, marketing, 
and implementing genealogy 
and archiving programs for 
children and teens. (B/I/A)

New Life

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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Leadership

W-102 FGS Delegates: What 
You Need to Know

FGS Officers
Wondering how you can make 
the most of your society’s 
membership in FGS? Join FGS 
Officers as they discuss FGS 
and how it supports and works 
with member societies. Society 
delegate communication and 
interaction with FGS will be 
discussed. (B/I/A)

W-109 30 Things I Wish I 
Had Known Before Becoming 
President

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Join an outgoing FGS president 
for a look at the most crucial 
lessons learned during his 
four years as FGS president—
including successes and 
mistakes. (B/I/A)

W-116 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies 
Focus on Societies 
Luncheon: The State of Our 
Societies

FGS Leadership
Join FGS leadership for an 
in-depth look at the current 
state of our societies across 
the United States. Trends 
relating to membership 
growth, marketing activities, 
educational initiatives, 
and other activities will be 
discussed. Time will also 
be reserved for “Society 
Shout-Out,” offering you 
the opportunity to share 
successes from your society 
from the past year. This 
session also includes the FGS 
Annual Business Meeting and 
other important activities 
for society leaders and FGS 
delegates. 

Menu
Warm Roast Beef and 
Cheddar Sandwich, Tender 
Roast Beef, Cheddar Cheese, 
Horseradish Sauce (on side) 
Served on a French Roll; 
Potato Salad; Chocolate 
Raspberry Cake; Coffee, Iced 
Tea, Lemonade, Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free 
Option
Chef Salad; Potato Salad; 
Chocolate Mousse; Coffee, 
Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

Tickets: $25

W-117 Problem Prevention, 
Not Problem Resolution

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, 
FMGS, FUGA
Societies run more smoothly 
using positive techniques 
that offer prevention rather 
than solving problems with 
activities, publications, 
people, events, and policies. 
Interactive session. (I/A)

W-124 Just Elected: Making 
the Most of Your First 90 Days

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Whether you have just 
won an election as your 
society’s president, secretary, 
conference chair, or 
somewhere in-between, learn 
tips to make the most of your 
first few days. (B/I/A)

W-131 Advocacy for 
Genealogical Societies

Teri E. Flack, MBA, MA, FTxSGS
Genealogists face ever-
increasing threats to the 
records on which we rely. 
Grassroots advocacy by the 
genealogical community can be 
a potent weapon to overcome 
those threats. (B/I/A)

Leadership

Event - 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.
W-138 Farms & Families: 
Across the Decades
Begin your 2016 conference 
experience reflecting 
upon the importance of 
agriculture to our ancestors. 
Enjoy a leisurely evening 
learning about Illinois farms, 
families, and agriculture 
across the decades. Relax 
and catch up with friends 
while enjoying a light hors 
d’oeuvres menu highlighting 
Illinois agricultural products. 
See additional details on 
page 5.

Sponsored by FamilySearch 
and co-hosted by the Illinois 
State Genealogical Society 
and the Illinois State 
Historical Society

Tickets: $15

Leadership

W-103 Society President’s 
Discussion

FGS Executive Committee
Join FGS President D. Joshua 
Taylor and fellow society 
presidents for a discussion of 
issues and concerns confronting 
societies.

W-110 Micro-Volunteering: Get 
Your Members Involved a Little 
Bit at a Time

Rorey Cathcart
Learn strategies for creating 
small volunteer opportunities 
out of even the largest 
project to increase member 
participation. (B)

W-118 Finessing Facebook

Jen Baldwin
Facebook can be an incredible 
tool for your society, but 
the ever-evolving nature 
of the platform can make 
it challenging to get your 
message heard. Explore the 
various options offered and 
how to be successful. (B)

Sponsored by FindMyPast

W-125 Profit for Non-Profits: 
It’s Not a Dirty Word

Rorey Cathcart
Misconceptions abound as 
to the financial rights and 
responsibilities of non-profits. 
Learn how to maximize the 
profitability of your events 
while staying on the right side 
of the law. (I)

W-132 Embracing Change 
and Steering a Course: 
Mapping a Direction for Your 
Genealogical Society

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation focuses on 
how genealogical and historical 
societies should use change and 
“change factors” to help steer 
a course and plan a program of 
action that is most meaningful 
to their members. There 
is a strong emphasis in this 
presentation on using standard 
business applications with goal-
setting for societies. (I)

Leadership

Technology

W-104 Technology Initiatives 
for Genealogy Societies

Thomas MacEntee
An overview of current 
technology resources available 
to be leveraged by any 
genealogical society in an 
easy-to-understand, non-techie 
format. (B)

W-111 Google Apps for Your 
Society

Randy Whited
Explore the benefits of Google 
Apps for your society. A full set 
of collaborative tools, including 
online storage, email, and office 
applications, all for no cost. (B)

W-119 Technology Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members for 
a discussion of methods and 
tools for using technology to 
reach and engage members. 
(B/I/A)

W-126 Video Marketing: Killer 
YouTube Strategies for Societies

Lisa Louise Cooke
The producer of the Genealogy 
Gems YouTube Channel 
(founded 2007, 250,000+ 
views) will share strategies 
for creating a robust YouTube 
channel for your society. 
(B/I/A)

W-133 The Society 
Website and Search Engine 
Optimization: No Fear!

Jen Baldwin
Search engine optimization 
can give a huge boost to your 
website. Learn the basics 
of SEO techniques and take 
home tools you can use now 
to enhance your visibility 
online. (A)

Sponsored by FindMyPast

Technology

Organization

W-105 Harness the Power of 
Email for Your Society

George G. Morgan
There are many ways to use 
email to boost excitement 
and promote participation in 
your society. From meeting 
announcements to surveys and 
more, learn to leverage email in 
your society. (I/A)

W-112 Team Building in a  
ME-Centered Society

Billie Fogarty, MEd
Is your society stuck in an ME-
centered mind-set that makes 
progress impossible? Take a look 
at some of these suggestions 
for getting past this to move 
forward to a WE-centered 
society. (I)

W-120 Succession Planning: 
Growing Tomorrow’s Leaders

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
Often an area of little active 
concern for a society, yet it 
is critical to an organization’s 
long-term success. Hear and 
share strategies for recruiting 
society members into positions 
of increasing responsibility. (I)

W-127 The Virtual Volunteer

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
Today’s technology provides 
genealogical societies with 
more opportunities to engage 
volunteers in digital projects. 
Learn successful strategies 
and how to apply them to your 
society. (B/I/A)

W-134 Society Scorecard: 
How to Measure Success

Randy Whited
How is your society faring, 
really? This session goes 
into detail on how to define 
quantitative measures, use 
past numbers to set realistic 
goals, and how to measure 
success and take action. 
(B/I/A)

Organization

Program

W-106 Dynamic Programming 
for Genealogical Societies

Teri E. Flack, MBA, MA, FTxSGS
Learn innovative and creative 
ways to develop educational 
programs to revitalize your 
society. (I)

W-113 Planning a Winning 
Workshop

Debra Mieszala, CG
Successful workshops are often 
measured by what attendees 
take away from them. But it 
doesn’t hurt the society to 
benefit from the workshop, too. 
Learn how to host a successful 
workshop for all. (B/I/A)

W-121 Expand Your Program, 
Expand Your Society

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Societies model the 
expectations and goals 
presented by the leadership. 
Discover how an expansion in 
programming style will show 
results in your participation 
and membership numbers. 
(B/I/A)

W-128 Program Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members for a 
discussion of ideas for finding 
and developing programs. 
(B/I/A)

W-135 Designing a Publication

Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, 
FUGA
Basic design issues are 
important whether you are 
creating a family newsletter 
for a few readers or a 
quarterly publication to be 
read by hundreds. Learn about 
good design principles. (B/I)

Program

Projects

W-107 Archiving a Society’s 
History

Teresa S. McMillin, CG
New board members often 
receive a box of dusty files that 
may have been in existence for 
several decades. Is it unclear 
what may be tossed and what 
may be retained? This lecture will 
suggest strategies for eliminating 
excess materials while preserving 
the history essential to the 
organization. (B/I/A)

W-114 Collaborating for a 
Successful Digitization Grant 
Project

Tina Beaird, MLS
Collaboration is a must for 
grant funding for digitization 
projects. Tina offers insights 
into starting a project, 
working with others, staying 
on task, and maintaining the 
relationships once work has 
been completed. (B)

W-122 Tracking a Community 
Research Project with 
ResearchTiesTM

Jill N. Crandall, MA, AG
Learn how ResearchTies™, 
an online research log, can 
help your society track large 
research projects and easily 
avoid duplication of efforts. 
(B/I/A)

Sponsored by ResearchTies-BYU

W-129 When It Rains, It 
Pours: Cloud Collaboration for 
Your Society

Cyndi Ingle
Your society’s projects and 
publications can benefit 
through member collaboration 
with popular cloud apps. 
We will focus on Dropbox, 
Evernote, Google Docs, and 
others. (B/I)

W-136 Project Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members 
for a discussion of ideas for 
developing and managing 
society projects. (B/I/A)

Projects

New Life

W-108 Keys to Our Success in 
these “Best of Times”

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
Important operational 
philosophies and strategic 
thinking will be shared to 
encourage those involved in 
society operations to increase 
member engagement while 
enticing new members. (I)

W-115 New Life Ideas: 
Discussion Group

FGS Board Members
Join fellow society leaders 
and FGS board members for a 
discussion of ideas to generate 
new life in your society. (B/I/A)

W-123 Breathing Life Into a 
Stagnant Society

Teresa S. McMillin, CG
Societies that have existed for 
decades may find themselves with 
decreasing membership, reluctant 
volunteers, and generally in need 
of revitalization. This lecture 
suggests strategies for revitalizing 
your society. (B/I/A)

W-130 Partnerships and 
Building a Better Community

Kris W. Rzepczynski, MA, MLIS
Explore how societies can 
strengthen themselves and the 
larger genealogical community 
by partnering with neighboring 
societies, libraries, and other 
organizations. (B/I)

W-137 Integrating Youth 
Programming Into Your 
Society

Emily Kowalski Schroeder, MS
This session will provide 
participants with ideas for 
creating, funding, marketing, 
and implementing genealogy 
and archiving programs for 
children and teens. (B/I/A)

New Life

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced



tHurSday
Keynote SeSSion
8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.

T-200 Genealogy Past, Present & Future
Mary M. Tedesco, J. Mark Lowe, CeCe Moore

What does the future hold for genealogy? On this 
special journey, we’ll explore how the science 
of genealogy and our research techniques have 
evolved over the years and explore the exciting 
things the future holds for our field. Will future 
genealogists continue to look only to the past or 
will their research reports include predictions about 
future generations?

Travel through time with Mary Tedesco, Mark Lowe, 
and CeCe Moore. Join us for a lighthearted journey 
through genealogy past, present, and future to kick 
off FGS 2016!

Mary M. Tedesco is a professional genealogist, co-
host of Genealogy Roadshow (PBS), and founder of 
ORIGINS ITALY.

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA is a full-time professional 
researcher and educator, and former APG president 
and FGS officer. You will find him researching for 
clients including Who Do You Think You Are? and 
teaching at institutes and conferences.

CeCe Moore is the DNA consultant for Finding Your 
Roots and Genealogy Roadshow, both on PBS. She is 
the founder of TheDNADetectives and co-founder 
of the Institute for Genetic Genealogy. 

Tracks 11:00 am 12:00 pm 2:00 pm 3:30 pm 5:00 pm Tracks Workshops & Events

Skills

T-202 Elusive Ancestors? No, They’re 
Never “Too Poor to Trace”!

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
Poor ancestors can be a special 
challenge. Without deeds, wills, 
marriages, lawsuits, or newspaper 
accounts, how do we track migrations, 
identify origins, and find parents? 
(B/I/A)

T-210 Board for Certification of 
Genealogists Luncheon®: Reviving 
Communities Through Genealogy

LaDonna Garner, MA, CG
Genealogists can facilitate community 
heritage through cemetery 
preservation projects.

T-211 FamilySearch Luncheon: 
FamilySearch: Past, Present and 
Future

Robert L. Kehrer, MBA
FamilySearch has undergone a 
transformation over the last few 
years. We’ll take a look at the 
numbers and the features comparing 
what was available a couple of years 
ago with the rich feature-set today. 
Where possible we’ll walk through 
soon-to-be-released new features.

T-212 New England Historic 
Genealogical Society Luncheon: Tales 
from the Trenches: Stories from the 
NEHGS Reference Desk

David Allen Lambert
A light-hearted talk about silly and 
absurd reference questions.

Menu
Warm Smoked Ham and Cheddar 
Plated Sandwich, Layered Smoked 
Ham topped with Aged Cheddar 
on a Kaiser Bun with Dijon Honey 
Mustard, Sliced Tomato, Pickle, and 
Pepperoncini; Pasta Salad; Vanilla 
Cherry Parfait; Coffee, Iced Tea, 
Lemonade, Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free Option
Grilled Portabella Wrap With Roasted 
Pepper, Red Onion, Fresh Basil and 
Chopped Romaine Lettuce with a 
Balsamic Drizzle in a Gluten Free 
Tortilla; Tomato Basil Salad; Vanilla 
Mousse; Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, 
Water

Tickets: $25

T-215 “Twelve Good and Lawful 
Men”: Jury Lists in Genealogy

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
One of the most common experiences 
of our ancestors with the courts was 
the requirement of jury service. Learn 
how to understand and use jury lists in 
family research. (B/I)

T-223 Help! Historical and 
Genealogical Truth: How Do I 
Separate Fact from Fiction?

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
Carol teaches the evidence-analysis 
skills she uses to ensure that her 
historical works can withstand 
criticism from reviewers and myth-
perpetrators. (B)

T-231 Can a Complex Research 
Problem be Solved Solely Online?

Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, 
FASG, FUGA, FNGS
The presenter uses only online sources 
to trace an Illinois ancestor who 
reappears under different names. The 
case demonstrates advantages and 
limitations of online research. (I)

Skills

Interactive Seminar - 3:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m.
T-239 Striking a Balance Between 
Records Access and Privacy

Jan Alpert, FNGS; Jan Meisels Allen; 
Frederick E. Moss, JD, LLM
Learn about legislative actions 
threatening access to state and 
federal public records and how you 
can support records access while 
respecting privacy concerns. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by the Records Preservation 
and Access Committee

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
T-240 Genealogy & Social History: 
Writing a Family Narrative

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
This workshop gives an overview of 
using social history to fill in the gaps 
in a family narrative when all we have 
are dates and places. (I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Event - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
T-242 Meet & Greet
Join the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies for an evening of networking 
and sharing. Learn how others 
approach their research, Connect 
with the greater FGS “Genealogical 
Family,” and Succeed in your ancestral 
quest in new ways! A delicious buffet 
meal will be served. See additional 
details on page 5.

Sponsored by Ancestry

Tickets: $20

Religion

T-203 Catholic Records are for Non-
Catholics, Too

Sheila Benedict
Catholic church records hold 
important information for a family 
historian, and many non-Catholics, 
where there was an inter-faith 
marriage, for example, can find them 
very valuable. (B/I)

T-216 The Second Great Awakening 
and the Expanding Frontier

David McDonald, DMin, CG
After the American Revolution, state 
churches gave way to more diverse 
theology and practices: Baptists, 
Methodists, Latter-Day Saints, and 
Disciples of Christ. (B/I)

T-224 The Knights of Columbus and 
the Ladies First Circle: Going Beyond 
Basic Church Records

Elaine Kuhn, MLS
Learn about the many records 
produced by church-related 
organizations. (I)

T-232 Discovering Methodist Circuit 
Riders on the Frontier

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Early ministers carried more than 
the Gospel into the Wilderness. 
Circuit Riders were essential to the 
communities they visited. Learn how 
to find them and where they worked. 
(B/I/A)

Religion

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

T-204 The Godly Commonwealth: 
The Kirk’s History and Records

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
An examination of the Church of 
Scotland’s history from 1560-1855, and 
how it affects Scottish family history 
research. (B)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

T-217 Strategy for a Sound Beginning 
for Your Irish Research

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session helps organize a solid 
foundation for your research to 
provide the techniques for the 
analysis, processes, comparisons, and 
citations for correlating the evidence. 
(B/I)

T-225 English Parish Registers: How 
to Access, Use and Interpret

Paul Milner
Case studies highlighting problems and 
clues showing how to access, use, and 
correctly interpret information found 
in English parish church records. (I/A)

T-233 Lost in Australia

Helen V. Smith
Gold, seamen, military are just 
some of the reasons for the move to 
Australia. It is possible to research 
your Australian family connections 
from afar with a wide range of online 
resources. (B/I)

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

Military

T-205 Grand Army of the Republic, 
Loyal Legion, and Other Civil War 
Union Veterans Associations

Dennis Northcott
The G.A.R. and Loyal Legion were 
Civil War Union veterans associations. 
Learn about records and publications 
created by these organizations. (I)

Sponsored by Missouri History Museum 
Library and Research Center

T-218 Researching the French and 
Indian War

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA
How to effectively and efficiently 
research a French and Indian War 
soldier. (I)

T-226 Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit 
of Hanover Military Records

Teresa S. McMillin, CG
Learn about the Kingdom of 
Hanover’s military records available 
to researchers in this country. This 
collection spans 1514–1866, including 
19th century conscription lists. (B/I/A)

T-234 How the War of 1812 Impacted 
Illinois

Billie Fogarty, MEd
The soldiers who fought the War of 
1812 also shaped the character of 
Illinois. Discover why they came to 
Illinois and where they settled. (B/I)

Military

Occupation

T-206 The Petticoat War: Women’s 
Roles in the Civil War Era

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
This session covers the various 
possible activities of our female 
ancestors in the Civil War era and 
what resources are available, 
especially online, to research our 
foremothers. (B/I)

T-219 Danger & Disaster Underground: 
the Reality of Life in the Mines

Jen Baldwin
Tragedies, accidents, disasters. The 
life of a miner is not an easy one; 
explore the records that will help 
you understand this very hazardous 
occupation. (I)

Sponsored by FindMyPast

T-227 Researching Photographers: 
Individuals, Studios and Amateurs

Maureen Taylor, MA
Explore the rich resources to locate 
information on the photographers in 
your family or mentioned on images. 
(B)

T-235 Researching Midwestern River 
People

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
River life is in their blood. Some 
stayed in one place, others 
were nomadic. Learn about the 
methodology, records, and special 
collections in the Midwest for 
compiling their life histories. (I)

Occupation

Regional

T-207 Chicago Research: Planning is 
the Key to Success

Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG
Learn how to prepare for research 
in Chicago, where to locate online 
points of entry for Chicago records, 
and how to plan for onsite research. A 
case study demonstrates how to apply 
these techniques. (B)

T-220 Scottish Chain Migration to 
Illinois

Tina Beaird, MLS
Scots fled their ancestral land for 
many reasons. Hear about three 
Scottish settlements—Tamarack, 
Argyle, and Cutler—and discuss their 
reasons for leaving Scotland and 
arriving in Illinois. (B)

T-228 How to Overcome Brick Wall 
Problems in Pennsylvania Research

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
Several case studies will be presented 
showing lesser-utilized research 
tactics, repositories, and resources 
used to find information about our 
Pennsylvania ancestors. (B/I/A)

T-236 “There I grew up”: Accessing the 
HIstorical Resources of Indiana’s Lincoln 
Financial Foundation Collection

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation will highlight ways 
to use the tremendous resources 
of the Lincoln Financial Foundation 
Collection at the Allen County Public 
Library. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by Allen County Public 
Library

Regional

Ethnic

T-208 Becoming American: Research 
with Naturalization Records

Kris W. Rzepczynski, MA, MLIS
This program will explore the many 
resources available, whether online 
or in print, and successful research 
strategies to locate naturalization 
records. (B/I)

T-221 Guidelines for Finding Polish 
Records

Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide 
information about resources available 
in state archives in Poland and 
neighboring countries and provide tips 
for effective research there. (A)

T-229 Italian Genealogy Research in 
Italy and from Home

Mary M. Tedesco
Learn about essential Italian 
records and how they are accessed. 
Italian onsite research, research by 
correspondence with repositories 
in Italy, and tips and strategies for 
making the most of your Italian 
research trip will also be discussed. 
Examples from all over Italy will be 
used. (I)

T-237 Research Your Swedish Heritage in 
Living Color Using ArkivDigital

Kathy Meade
ArkivDigital is the premier site for 
Swedish research. Discover the 
wealth of records including church 
books, estate inventories, court 
records, military records, name index 
registers, passenger ship manifests, 
prison records, and much more. 
(B/I/A)

Sponsored by ArkivDigital

Ethnic

Migration

T-209 Irish Immigration into the 
Midwest

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
Learn about the Irish and Ulster 
Scots, particularly their immigration, 
migration, social history, and 
background that surrounded their 
journey from Ireland to America. 
(B/I/A)

T-222 The Ebb and Flow to America: 
Immigration from Colonial Times to 
World War II

John Philip Colletta, PhD
This historical overview covers key 
characteristics and migration patterns 
of national groups of: 1) the colonial 
period; 2) 1820-1882; and 3) 1882-
WWII. (B/I/A)

T-230 Striking Out on Their Own: 
Online Migration Tools and Resources

Cyndi Ingle
Migration resources online for the 
United States are extensive and varied 
depending on the time period and 
the place. We will explore sources for 
maps, trails, roads, and waterways. 
(B/I)

T-238 The German Immigrant 
Experience in the 18th Century

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
Many have German immigrants into 
the colonies, but few of us fully 
understand what it meant to our 
ancestors. This lecture provides 
basic knowledge of the sociology 
behind the immigration experience. 
(I/A)

Migration

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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Skills

T-202 Elusive Ancestors? No, They’re 
Never “Too Poor to Trace”!

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
Poor ancestors can be a special 
challenge. Without deeds, wills, 
marriages, lawsuits, or newspaper 
accounts, how do we track migrations, 
identify origins, and find parents? 
(B/I/A)

T-210 Board for Certification of 
Genealogists Luncheon®: Reviving 
Communities Through Genealogy

LaDonna Garner, MA, CG
Genealogists can facilitate community 
heritage through cemetery 
preservation projects.

T-211 FamilySearch Luncheon: 
FamilySearch: Past, Present and 
Future

Robert L. Kehrer, MBA
FamilySearch has undergone a 
transformation over the last few 
years. We’ll take a look at the 
numbers and the features comparing 
what was available a couple of years 
ago with the rich feature-set today. 
Where possible we’ll walk through 
soon-to-be-released new features.

T-212 New England Historic 
Genealogical Society Luncheon: Tales 
from the Trenches: Stories from the 
NEHGS Reference Desk

David Allen Lambert
A light-hearted talk about silly and 
absurd reference questions.

Menu
Warm Smoked Ham and Cheddar 
Plated Sandwich, Layered Smoked 
Ham topped with Aged Cheddar 
on a Kaiser Bun with Dijon Honey 
Mustard, Sliced Tomato, Pickle, and 
Pepperoncini; Pasta Salad; Vanilla 
Cherry Parfait; Coffee, Iced Tea, 
Lemonade, Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free Option
Grilled Portabella Wrap With Roasted 
Pepper, Red Onion, Fresh Basil and 
Chopped Romaine Lettuce with a 
Balsamic Drizzle in a Gluten Free 
Tortilla; Tomato Basil Salad; Vanilla 
Mousse; Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, 
Water

Tickets: $25

T-215 “Twelve Good and Lawful 
Men”: Jury Lists in Genealogy

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
One of the most common experiences 
of our ancestors with the courts was 
the requirement of jury service. Learn 
how to understand and use jury lists in 
family research. (B/I)

T-223 Help! Historical and 
Genealogical Truth: How Do I 
Separate Fact from Fiction?

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
Carol teaches the evidence-analysis 
skills she uses to ensure that her 
historical works can withstand 
criticism from reviewers and myth-
perpetrators. (B)

T-231 Can a Complex Research 
Problem be Solved Solely Online?

Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, 
FASG, FUGA, FNGS
The presenter uses only online sources 
to trace an Illinois ancestor who 
reappears under different names. The 
case demonstrates advantages and 
limitations of online research. (I)

Skills

Interactive Seminar - 3:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m.
T-239 Striking a Balance Between 
Records Access and Privacy

Jan Alpert, FNGS; Jan Meisels Allen; 
Frederick E. Moss, JD, LLM
Learn about legislative actions 
threatening access to state and 
federal public records and how you 
can support records access while 
respecting privacy concerns. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by the Records Preservation 
and Access Committee

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
T-240 Genealogy & Social History: 
Writing a Family Narrative

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
This workshop gives an overview of 
using social history to fill in the gaps 
in a family narrative when all we have 
are dates and places. (I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Event - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
T-242 Meet & Greet
Join the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies for an evening of networking 
and sharing. Learn how others 
approach their research, Connect 
with the greater FGS “Genealogical 
Family,” and Succeed in your ancestral 
quest in new ways! A delicious buffet 
meal will be served. See additional 
details on page 5.

Sponsored by Ancestry

Tickets: $20

Religion

T-203 Catholic Records are for Non-
Catholics, Too

Sheila Benedict
Catholic church records hold 
important information for a family 
historian, and many non-Catholics, 
where there was an inter-faith 
marriage, for example, can find them 
very valuable. (B/I)

T-216 The Second Great Awakening 
and the Expanding Frontier

David McDonald, DMin, CG
After the American Revolution, state 
churches gave way to more diverse 
theology and practices: Baptists, 
Methodists, Latter-Day Saints, and 
Disciples of Christ. (B/I)

T-224 The Knights of Columbus and 
the Ladies First Circle: Going Beyond 
Basic Church Records

Elaine Kuhn, MLS
Learn about the many records 
produced by church-related 
organizations. (I)

T-232 Discovering Methodist Circuit 
Riders on the Frontier

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Early ministers carried more than 
the Gospel into the Wilderness. 
Circuit Riders were essential to the 
communities they visited. Learn how 
to find them and where they worked. 
(B/I/A)

Religion

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

T-204 The Godly Commonwealth: 
The Kirk’s History and Records

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
An examination of the Church of 
Scotland’s history from 1560-1855, and 
how it affects Scottish family history 
research. (B)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

T-217 Strategy for a Sound Beginning 
for Your Irish Research

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session helps organize a solid 
foundation for your research to 
provide the techniques for the 
analysis, processes, comparisons, and 
citations for correlating the evidence. 
(B/I)

T-225 English Parish Registers: How 
to Access, Use and Interpret

Paul Milner
Case studies highlighting problems and 
clues showing how to access, use, and 
correctly interpret information found 
in English parish church records. (I/A)

T-233 Lost in Australia

Helen V. Smith
Gold, seamen, military are just 
some of the reasons for the move to 
Australia. It is possible to research 
your Australian family connections 
from afar with a wide range of online 
resources. (B/I)

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

Military

T-205 Grand Army of the Republic, 
Loyal Legion, and Other Civil War 
Union Veterans Associations

Dennis Northcott
The G.A.R. and Loyal Legion were 
Civil War Union veterans associations. 
Learn about records and publications 
created by these organizations. (I)

Sponsored by Missouri History Museum 
Library and Research Center

T-218 Researching the French and 
Indian War

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA
How to effectively and efficiently 
research a French and Indian War 
soldier. (I)

T-226 Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit 
of Hanover Military Records

Teresa S. McMillin, CG
Learn about the Kingdom of 
Hanover’s military records available 
to researchers in this country. This 
collection spans 1514–1866, including 
19th century conscription lists. (B/I/A)

T-234 How the War of 1812 Impacted 
Illinois

Billie Fogarty, MEd
The soldiers who fought the War of 
1812 also shaped the character of 
Illinois. Discover why they came to 
Illinois and where they settled. (B/I)

Military

Occupation

T-206 The Petticoat War: Women’s 
Roles in the Civil War Era

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
This session covers the various 
possible activities of our female 
ancestors in the Civil War era and 
what resources are available, 
especially online, to research our 
foremothers. (B/I)

T-219 Danger & Disaster Underground: 
the Reality of Life in the Mines

Jen Baldwin
Tragedies, accidents, disasters. The 
life of a miner is not an easy one; 
explore the records that will help 
you understand this very hazardous 
occupation. (I)

Sponsored by FindMyPast

T-227 Researching Photographers: 
Individuals, Studios and Amateurs

Maureen Taylor, MA
Explore the rich resources to locate 
information on the photographers in 
your family or mentioned on images. 
(B)

T-235 Researching Midwestern River 
People

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
River life is in their blood. Some 
stayed in one place, others 
were nomadic. Learn about the 
methodology, records, and special 
collections in the Midwest for 
compiling their life histories. (I)

Occupation

Regional

T-207 Chicago Research: Planning is 
the Key to Success

Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG
Learn how to prepare for research 
in Chicago, where to locate online 
points of entry for Chicago records, 
and how to plan for onsite research. A 
case study demonstrates how to apply 
these techniques. (B)

T-220 Scottish Chain Migration to 
Illinois

Tina Beaird, MLS
Scots fled their ancestral land for 
many reasons. Hear about three 
Scottish settlements—Tamarack, 
Argyle, and Cutler—and discuss their 
reasons for leaving Scotland and 
arriving in Illinois. (B)

T-228 How to Overcome Brick Wall 
Problems in Pennsylvania Research

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
Several case studies will be presented 
showing lesser-utilized research 
tactics, repositories, and resources 
used to find information about our 
Pennsylvania ancestors. (B/I/A)

T-236 “There I grew up”: Accessing the 
HIstorical Resources of Indiana’s Lincoln 
Financial Foundation Collection

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
This presentation will highlight ways 
to use the tremendous resources 
of the Lincoln Financial Foundation 
Collection at the Allen County Public 
Library. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by Allen County Public 
Library

Regional

Ethnic

T-208 Becoming American: Research 
with Naturalization Records

Kris W. Rzepczynski, MA, MLIS
This program will explore the many 
resources available, whether online 
or in print, and successful research 
strategies to locate naturalization 
records. (B/I)

T-221 Guidelines for Finding Polish 
Records

Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide 
information about resources available 
in state archives in Poland and 
neighboring countries and provide tips 
for effective research there. (A)

T-229 Italian Genealogy Research in 
Italy and from Home

Mary M. Tedesco
Learn about essential Italian 
records and how they are accessed. 
Italian onsite research, research by 
correspondence with repositories 
in Italy, and tips and strategies for 
making the most of your Italian 
research trip will also be discussed. 
Examples from all over Italy will be 
used. (I)

T-237 Research Your Swedish Heritage in 
Living Color Using ArkivDigital

Kathy Meade
ArkivDigital is the premier site for 
Swedish research. Discover the 
wealth of records including church 
books, estate inventories, court 
records, military records, name index 
registers, passenger ship manifests, 
prison records, and much more. 
(B/I/A)

Sponsored by ArkivDigital

Ethnic

Migration

T-209 Irish Immigration into the 
Midwest

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
Learn about the Irish and Ulster 
Scots, particularly their immigration, 
migration, social history, and 
background that surrounded their 
journey from Ireland to America. 
(B/I/A)

T-222 The Ebb and Flow to America: 
Immigration from Colonial Times to 
World War II

John Philip Colletta, PhD
This historical overview covers key 
characteristics and migration patterns 
of national groups of: 1) the colonial 
period; 2) 1820-1882; and 3) 1882-
WWII. (B/I/A)

T-230 Striking Out on Their Own: 
Online Migration Tools and Resources

Cyndi Ingle
Migration resources online for the 
United States are extensive and varied 
depending on the time period and 
the place. We will explore sources for 
maps, trails, roads, and waterways. 
(B/I)

T-238 The German Immigrant 
Experience in the 18th Century

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
Many have German immigrants into 
the colonies, but few of us fully 
understand what it meant to our 
ancestors. This lecture provides 
basic knowledge of the sociology 
behind the immigration experience. 
(I/A)

Migration

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced



friday
Tracks 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:00 am 12:00 pm 2:00 pm 3:30 pm 5:00 pm Tracks Workshops & Events

Skills

F-300 Photo Detecting 101: Photo 
Identification Tips and Techniques

Maureen Taylor, MA
Easy steps to help you learn more 
about your family photos by studying 
the photo evidence and your family 
history. (B)

F-308 Identity Crises: Right Name, 
Wrong Man? Wrong Name, Right Man?

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
What do we do with ancestors whose 
names don’t “match” from one record 
to the next? This session examines 
cultural causes and teaches strategies. 
(B/I/A)

F-316 “That She May Marry  
Again ...”—Private Laws of Federal 
and State Governments

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Many early federal and state laws were 
private laws—for individuals or families. 
Learn how to find these genealogical gems 
in federal and state collections. (B/I)

F-324 Association of Professional 
Genealogists Luncheon: Hoosier 
Daddy?: Real Time Genealogy, 
Surprises Encountered, and Lessons 
Learned

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
When “Hoosier Daddy?” hit the 
blogosphere the intent was to provide 
a public tutorial on using autosomal 
DNA in genealogical research. The 
result was a roller coaster adventure, 
a Whodunit? mystery with plot twists, 
surprise endings, and a greater 
appreciation for the art of storytelling 
in genealogy. Learn behind-the-scenes 
anecdotes, a few spoilers, and how 
the blog has changed his perception 
of genealogical research today. Hear 
an emotional talk that should touch 
everyone’s hearts!

F-325 Genealogical Speakers Guild 
and the International Society 
of Family History Writers and 
Editors Luncheon: Remember Me: 
Lifestreaming and the Modern 
Genealogist

Thomas MacEntee
With a constant emphasis on 
preserving the memories of our 
ancestors, are we “walking the walk” 
when it comes to documenting our 
own lives? There has never been a 
better time for genealogists and 
family historians to embrace a new 
storytelling format: lifestreaming. 
With new ways to tell our own stories, 
do you have a plan to leave your own 
legacy?

F-326 National Genealogical Society 
Luncheon: Echoes from North 
Carolina

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Come learn why the stories from the 
Mountains across the Piedmont to the 
Outer Banks, may lead to strategies 
and a better understanding of why 
you should consider developing your 
research plan for North Carolina 
roots.

Menu
Turkey and Havarti Croissant, Thin 
Sliced Turkey and Havarti Cheese with 
a Cranberry Mayonnaise with Green 
Leaf Lettuce; Southern Style Potato 
Salad; Vanilla Blueberry Cheesecake; 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free Option
Grilled Vegetable Wrap, Variety of 
Seasonal Fresh vegetables, Grilled 
and Sauced with Balsamic Vinaigrette, 
in a Gluten Free Tortilla; Potato 
Salad; Cheesecake; Coffee, Iced Tea, 
Lemonade, Water

Tickets: $25

F-329 Help! Why Can’t I Find My 
Ancestor’s Surname?

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
This seminar discusses the sounds and 
letters of British and Irish surnames 
and explains how to locate “missing” 
ancestors by identifying predictable 
patterns of surname distortions. (B)

F-337 Smiths & Joneses: How to Cope 
with Families of Common Name

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
If there’s anything worse than an 
ancestor who left no records, it’s 
one with a common surname. Learn 
strategies for tracking and sorting 
common-name ancestors. (B/I/A)

F-345 Turn a Name into a Life Story by 
Researching, Reasoning, and ’Riting

Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, 
FASG, FUGA, FNGS
A case study shows how to find and 
assemble information to establish 
a unique identity, resolve conflicts, 
uncover unrecorded events, and write 
a life story. (I)

Skills

Workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
F-353 Tracing Irish Family History 
Before 1800

Fiona Fitzsimons 
The digital revolution in Irish family 
history has broken down many brick 
walls, and it’s now possible to trace Irish 
ancestry earlier than ever before. This 
workshop draws on a quarter century of 
archival research, to consider what online 
and manuscript sources in Ireland and 
Britain are most useful to researchers. 
Learn key methodologies for using earlier 
records and how researchers can trace 
their Irish ancestry prior to 1800. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
F-354 Getting Started: Looking into 
the Past

Janis Forté, BS, MA
This workshop provides a method 
and guidelines to begin your family 
history study. Participants will learn the 
importance of oral history, the value of a 
research trip, and methods to do online 
research. The session includes census 
questions and secrets, the value of the 
supplemental schedules, and much 
more. During the hands-on portion of this 
workshop, participants will experience 
oral interview techniques, how to search 
the web, and other procedures. (B)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
F-355 Tracing Scottish Family History 
Before 1800

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
While most people with Scottish 
ancestry can trace their ancestral 
lines back with relative ease to the 
1800s, earlier research is a bit more 
difficult. This workshop explores some 
of the many records to be found both 
online and within Scotland’s archives 
that can help you push back further, 
including estate papers, land records, 
inheritance records, burgh records, 
and more. (B/I)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
F-356 Genealogical Time Machine: 
How to Make Google Earth Your 
DeLorean!

Lisa Louise Cooke 
See old maps, genealogical records, 
images, and videos come together 
to create stunning time travel 
experiences and captivating stories in 
Google Earth. (I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Event - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
F-357 FGS 40th Anniversary Gala
Join us for an historic evening of 
celebration and activities as we look 
back on the history of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies, meet 
new friends, and create memories 
that will last a lifetime. This year’s 
gala will feature a look back at the 
achievements of FGS and its member 
societies over the past forty years. 
See additional details on page 5.

Tickets: $35

Skills

F-301 Women and the Law: 
Researching Our Female Ancestors

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
Knowing the laws at a particular time 
can provide information and clues 
about our female ancestors that most 
genealogists may be unaware of or 
overlook. (B/I)

F-309 ResearchTies™: Working the 
Research Process One Step at a Time

Jill N. Crandall, MA, AG
Genealogists who follow the research 
process produce higher quality work 
more efficiently by focusing their 
efforts on research objectives. 
Learn how ResearchTies™ guides this 
process. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by ResearchTies-BYU

F-317 Genealogy Orienteering

George G. Morgan
Learn a straightforward methodology 
for accurately locating your ancestor’s 
records in the correct geopolitical 
jurisdiction. Use contemporary and 
historical maps and other tools to 
guide the way. (B/I)

F-330 Ethics in Genealogy 
Commercial Products and Services

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session addresses the needs of the 
community of professional companies 
to be ethically true to sound 
genealogical principles in commercial 
products and services. (B/I/A)

Helen F. M. Leary Distinguished Lecture, 
sponsored by the BCG Education Fund

F-338 Timelines: The Straight Line 
Between You and Your Ancestor

Cyndi Ingle
Using online tools and software we 
will learn how important a timeline 
can be to breaking through a research 
problem. (B/I)

F-346 Measuring Up: Understanding 
Obsolete Terms in Money, Medicine, 
and More

David McDonald, DMin, CG
A look at dated phrases, units 
of measure, medical terms, and 
similar content that come to bear in 
genealogical research covering times 
gone by. (B/I)

Skills

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

F-302 Buried Treasures: What’s in 
the English Parish Chest

Paul Milner
Learn about the Church of England 
records created when the church 
operates in its civil capacity and 
how to use them to solve dead ends 
created by illegitimacy, movement 
and more. (I/A)

F-310 An Introduction to Australian 
Research

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
Has it occurred to you that “missing” 
members of your British families 
might have emigrated to Australia—
voluntarily or involuntarily? This 
seminar explains how to find their 
details. (B)

F-318 Scottish Land Records

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
Before 2004, land tenure in Scotland 
was based on feudalism, a system 
abandoned in England and Wales in 
the 16th century. This talk will explain 
how land was held and transacted, 
and how to find the records. (I)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

F-331 Using and Understanding Irish 
Court and Prison Records 1700s to 
1920s

Fiona Fitzsimons
Surviving court records are one of the 
great “catch-all” sources for ordinary 
Irish people. They document those 
tried, convicted, and sentenced for 
breaking the law. I’ll survey surviving 
records, with an emphasis on what was 
unique to the Irish experience, and how 
that experience changed over time. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

F-339 Tracing Your Pre-WWI British 
Soldier

Paul Milner
Examine online, original and print 
resources, with case studies, for 
tracing your British soldiers and their 
regiments serving around the Empire 
prior to WWI. (I/A)

F-347 Who Will You Find in the 
Registry of Deeds in Dublin?

Fiona Fitzsimons
The Registry of Deeds in Dublin is under-
used by family historians because they 
are mistakenly viewed as documenting 
only a small narrow elite at the top of 
Irish society. But these are the records 
of the Irish middle-classes for all 
denominations, in town and country. 
Learn of the wealth of information to 
be found in these records. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

Military

F-303 The Records of the National 
Homes for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers 1866–1938

Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG
Learn about the detailed genealogical 
information in these pre-1938 registers 
for National Homes, the forerunner of 
the U.S. Veterans Administration. (B)

F-311 Known Dead in the War of 1812

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA
Procedures for researching a soldier 
or sailor who died in the War of 1812, 
their records and the records of their 
widows and orphans. (I)

F-319 Reading Between the Lines: 
Expanding on a Military Record

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
This lecture outlines the research 
methodology to recreate a life 
history of a veteran using the basic 
information found in military service 
records. (I/A)

F-332 The Personal Data Series 
Records of the National Archives of 
St. Louis

Bryan McGraw
Gain insight into the vast holdings of 
one of the largest federal archives in 
the nation, which has over 100 million 
personal data series records available 
for research, including various military 
and civilian federal records. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by National Archives and 
Records Administration

F-340 The Day that Lived in Infamy: 
Navigating Basic WWII Military 
Records

Jennifer Holik, BA
Learn how to reconstruct military 
service across all branches of the 
military during World War II. Numerous 
records will be shown to teach you 
how. (B/I)

F-348 Finding Records of Military 
Service in Published U.S. Documents, 
1776-1945

Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Discover the wide range of materials 
published by the military services that 
document service and provide unique 
details on the nature of the service. 
(B/I)

Military

Occupation

F-304 The Civilian Conservation 
Corp: A New Deal Program

Patricia Walls Stamm, CG, CGL
During the Great Depression around 
the country, this New Deal program 
provided work, housing, and training. 
Hear about the resources available for 
our CCC ancestors. (I)

F-312 Midwestern Railroad Records 
Research

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
Learn methods to determine which 
railroad employed your family 
members and where records might be 
found today including fantastic and 
recent online finding aids, indexes, and 
record discoveries. (I/A)

F-320 My Job is Killing Me

Helen V. Smith
Many of our ancestors’ occupations 
were inherently dangerous and 
contributed to their ill health and 
even death. (B/I)

F-333 Finding Your Ancestors in 
Company Employee Magazines and 
Trade Magazines

Dennis Northcott
These magazines are packed with 
valuable genealogical information. 
Learn what these magazines contain 
and how to locate them. (B)

Sponsored by Missouri History Museum 
Library and Research Center

F-341 The United States Life-Saving 
Service

Debra Mieszala, CG
A predecessor to the Coast Guard, the 
USLSS employed a number of those 
living near the Great Lakes and the 
oceans. Operating between 1871 and 
1915, the agency created valuable 
records. (B/I/A)

F-349 Researching Colonial 
Occupations

David Lambert
Learn the resources for researching 
your ancestors’ occupations using a 
variety of primary, secondary, and 
published sources. (I)

Sponsored by New England Historic 
Genealogical Society

Occupation

Regional

F-305 The Wisconsin Historical 
Society Library and Archives: What Is 
in It? Everything!

George L. Findlen, PhD, CG, CGL
This talk describes the holdings of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society Library, 
which cover all the North American 
continent and include one of the five 
largest genealogy collections in the 
U.S. (B)

F-313 Genealogical Treasures at the 
Missouri History Museum Library and 
Research Center

Dennis Northcott
See examples of dozens of valuable 
genealogical resources at the Missouri 
History Museum Library and Research 
Center, and learn how to access them. (I)

Sponsored by Missouri History Museum 
Library and Research Center

F-321 Researching at the Midwest 
Genealogy Center

Cheryl Lang, MLS
An introduction to the Midwest 
Genealogy Center in Independence, 
Missouri, and its resources including 
microforms, periodicals, databases, 
and books. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by Mid-Continent Genealogy 
Library

F-334 Indiana History & Resources

David McDonald, DMin, CG
Vital records, databases, repositories, 
and libraries; the territorial era 
through to the industrialization of the 
late 19th century. Ethnic groups and 
religious bodies, including Quakers 
and Orthodox. (B/I)

F-342 Beyond the Courthouse: The 
Records of Rural Communities

David Joens; Karl R. Moore
Local government records are useful 
to researchers, such as school records 
and justice of the peace dockets. This 
session explores IRAD’s holdings of 
these records. (B/I)

Sponsored by the Illinois State Archives 
and IRAD

F-350 Mining Genealogical Gems in 
Northern Kentucky

Elaine Kuhn, MLS
This presentation will highlight the 
many sources available to researchers 
who are tracing ancestors through 
Northern Kentucky and along the Ohio 
River. (B)

Regional

Ethnic

F-306 How to Trace Jens Jensen

Amber Larson
Beginning-level instruction on 
Scandinavian genealogy and how to 
use what resources are available 
online to trace your ancestry in 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. (B)

Sponsored by the BYU Center for 
Family History and Genealogy

F-314 The Germanic French: Researching 
Alsatian and Lorrainian Families

John Philip Colletta, PhD
Learn how a significant population of 
German-speakers came to reside in 
France and explore the peculiarities 
of researching ancestors of Alsace, 
Lorraine, and Elsass-Lothringen. (B/I)

Chuck Knuthson Memorial Lecture

F-322 Researching Your French-
Canadian Ancestors Online

Michael J. Leclerc, CG
Online resources are making our 
French-Canadian ancestors more 
accessible every day. Learn the top 
websites and records available online 
and how to answer them. (I)

F-335 Researching Italian Catholic 
Church Records

Mary M. Tedesco
Roman Catholic church records are an 
essential part of Italian genealogical 
research. Record types, locating 
and accessing records in Italy, and 
effective research strategies will be 
discussed. (I)

F-343 Slave Tags: Researching A 
Southern Legal System That Mandated 
the Tagging of Slaves and Free People

Janis Forté, BS, MA
Researching slave tags: the southern 
1767 to 1867 governmental system of 
mandating the licensing and labeling 
of human souls. (B/I/A)

F-351 Discovering Your Czech and 
Slovak Roots

Lisa A. Alzo, MFA
Learn how to investigate your family’s 
Czech and Slovak ancestry using both 
traditional and online sources. (B)

Ethnic

DNA

F-307 Every Surname in Your 
Pedigree Can Benefit From YDNA 
Testing

Diahan Southard
Learn basic and intermediate principles 
of using YDNA to verify and extend your 
pedigree chart, including how to make 
the most of your family project. (B/I)

F-315 Using Free Third-Party Tools to 
Analyze Your Autosomal DNA

Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
Although DNA testing companies 
provide their own analysis of test 
results, there are free third-party 
tools that can benefit genealogists. 
(B/I)

F-323 What Now? Your Next Steps 
with Autosomal DNA Testing

Diahan Southard
Overwhelmed with autosomal DNA? 
I can teach you in 45 minutes tools 
you can implement and understand 
today, so you can find your ancestors 
tomorrow. (I)

F-336 Genetic Genealogy Self-
Education: Where to Go for Help

Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
You’ve received your DNA test results, 
but you have no idea what they mean. 
Where do you go for more information? 
How do you educate yourself about 
genetic genealogy? (B)

F-344 Genograms: Family Medical 
History and Cluster Research

Randy Whited
Learn about genograms and how 
to adapt them to your research. 
By providing a different view of 
relationships, they can make patterns 
and gaps more easily recognizable. (B)

F-352 DNA and the Genealogical 
Proof Standard

Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
Learn how DNA test results are 
increasingly an important component 
of the genealogical proof standard! (I)

DNA

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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Skills

F-300 Photo Detecting 101: Photo 
Identification Tips and Techniques

Maureen Taylor, MA
Easy steps to help you learn more 
about your family photos by studying 
the photo evidence and your family 
history. (B)

F-308 Identity Crises: Right Name, 
Wrong Man? Wrong Name, Right Man?

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
What do we do with ancestors whose 
names don’t “match” from one record 
to the next? This session examines 
cultural causes and teaches strategies. 
(B/I/A)

F-316 “That She May Marry  
Again ...”—Private Laws of Federal 
and State Governments

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Many early federal and state laws were 
private laws—for individuals or families. 
Learn how to find these genealogical gems 
in federal and state collections. (B/I)

F-324 Association of Professional 
Genealogists Luncheon: Hoosier 
Daddy?: Real Time Genealogy, 
Surprises Encountered, and Lessons 
Learned

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
When “Hoosier Daddy?” hit the 
blogosphere the intent was to provide 
a public tutorial on using autosomal 
DNA in genealogical research. The 
result was a roller coaster adventure, 
a Whodunit? mystery with plot twists, 
surprise endings, and a greater 
appreciation for the art of storytelling 
in genealogy. Learn behind-the-scenes 
anecdotes, a few spoilers, and how 
the blog has changed his perception 
of genealogical research today. Hear 
an emotional talk that should touch 
everyone’s hearts!

F-325 Genealogical Speakers Guild 
and the International Society 
of Family History Writers and 
Editors Luncheon: Remember Me: 
Lifestreaming and the Modern 
Genealogist

Thomas MacEntee
With a constant emphasis on 
preserving the memories of our 
ancestors, are we “walking the walk” 
when it comes to documenting our 
own lives? There has never been a 
better time for genealogists and 
family historians to embrace a new 
storytelling format: lifestreaming. 
With new ways to tell our own stories, 
do you have a plan to leave your own 
legacy?

F-326 National Genealogical Society 
Luncheon: Echoes from North 
Carolina

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Come learn why the stories from the 
Mountains across the Piedmont to the 
Outer Banks, may lead to strategies 
and a better understanding of why 
you should consider developing your 
research plan for North Carolina 
roots.

Menu
Turkey and Havarti Croissant, Thin 
Sliced Turkey and Havarti Cheese with 
a Cranberry Mayonnaise with Green 
Leaf Lettuce; Southern Style Potato 
Salad; Vanilla Blueberry Cheesecake; 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free Option
Grilled Vegetable Wrap, Variety of 
Seasonal Fresh vegetables, Grilled 
and Sauced with Balsamic Vinaigrette, 
in a Gluten Free Tortilla; Potato 
Salad; Cheesecake; Coffee, Iced Tea, 
Lemonade, Water

Tickets: $25

F-329 Help! Why Can’t I Find My 
Ancestor’s Surname?

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
This seminar discusses the sounds and 
letters of British and Irish surnames 
and explains how to locate “missing” 
ancestors by identifying predictable 
patterns of surname distortions. (B)

F-337 Smiths & Joneses: How to Cope 
with Families of Common Name

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
If there’s anything worse than an 
ancestor who left no records, it’s 
one with a common surname. Learn 
strategies for tracking and sorting 
common-name ancestors. (B/I/A)

F-345 Turn a Name into a Life Story by 
Researching, Reasoning, and ’Riting

Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, 
FASG, FUGA, FNGS
A case study shows how to find and 
assemble information to establish 
a unique identity, resolve conflicts, 
uncover unrecorded events, and write 
a life story. (I)

Skills

Workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
F-353 Tracing Irish Family History 
Before 1800

Fiona Fitzsimons 
The digital revolution in Irish family 
history has broken down many brick 
walls, and it’s now possible to trace Irish 
ancestry earlier than ever before. This 
workshop draws on a quarter century of 
archival research, to consider what online 
and manuscript sources in Ireland and 
Britain are most useful to researchers. 
Learn key methodologies for using earlier 
records and how researchers can trace 
their Irish ancestry prior to 1800. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
F-354 Getting Started: Looking into 
the Past

Janis Forté, BS, MA
This workshop provides a method 
and guidelines to begin your family 
history study. Participants will learn the 
importance of oral history, the value of a 
research trip, and methods to do online 
research. The session includes census 
questions and secrets, the value of the 
supplemental schedules, and much 
more. During the hands-on portion of this 
workshop, participants will experience 
oral interview techniques, how to search 
the web, and other procedures. (B)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
F-355 Tracing Scottish Family History 
Before 1800

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
While most people with Scottish 
ancestry can trace their ancestral 
lines back with relative ease to the 
1800s, earlier research is a bit more 
difficult. This workshop explores some 
of the many records to be found both 
online and within Scotland’s archives 
that can help you push back further, 
including estate papers, land records, 
inheritance records, burgh records, 
and more. (B/I)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
F-356 Genealogical Time Machine: 
How to Make Google Earth Your 
DeLorean!

Lisa Louise Cooke 
See old maps, genealogical records, 
images, and videos come together 
to create stunning time travel 
experiences and captivating stories in 
Google Earth. (I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Event - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
F-357 FGS 40th Anniversary Gala
Join us for an historic evening of 
celebration and activities as we look 
back on the history of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies, meet 
new friends, and create memories 
that will last a lifetime. This year’s 
gala will feature a look back at the 
achievements of FGS and its member 
societies over the past forty years. 
See additional details on page 5.

Tickets: $35

Skills

F-301 Women and the Law: 
Researching Our Female Ancestors

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
Knowing the laws at a particular time 
can provide information and clues 
about our female ancestors that most 
genealogists may be unaware of or 
overlook. (B/I)

F-309 ResearchTies™: Working the 
Research Process One Step at a Time

Jill N. Crandall, MA, AG
Genealogists who follow the research 
process produce higher quality work 
more efficiently by focusing their 
efforts on research objectives. 
Learn how ResearchTies™ guides this 
process. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by ResearchTies-BYU

F-317 Genealogy Orienteering

George G. Morgan
Learn a straightforward methodology 
for accurately locating your ancestor’s 
records in the correct geopolitical 
jurisdiction. Use contemporary and 
historical maps and other tools to 
guide the way. (B/I)

F-330 Ethics in Genealogy 
Commercial Products and Services

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
This session addresses the needs of the 
community of professional companies 
to be ethically true to sound 
genealogical principles in commercial 
products and services. (B/I/A)

Helen F. M. Leary Distinguished Lecture, 
sponsored by the BCG Education Fund

F-338 Timelines: The Straight Line 
Between You and Your Ancestor

Cyndi Ingle
Using online tools and software we 
will learn how important a timeline 
can be to breaking through a research 
problem. (B/I)

F-346 Measuring Up: Understanding 
Obsolete Terms in Money, Medicine, 
and More

David McDonald, DMin, CG
A look at dated phrases, units 
of measure, medical terms, and 
similar content that come to bear in 
genealogical research covering times 
gone by. (B/I)

Skills

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

F-302 Buried Treasures: What’s in 
the English Parish Chest

Paul Milner
Learn about the Church of England 
records created when the church 
operates in its civil capacity and 
how to use them to solve dead ends 
created by illegitimacy, movement 
and more. (I/A)

F-310 An Introduction to Australian 
Research

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
Has it occurred to you that “missing” 
members of your British families 
might have emigrated to Australia—
voluntarily or involuntarily? This 
seminar explains how to find their 
details. (B)

F-318 Scottish Land Records

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
Before 2004, land tenure in Scotland 
was based on feudalism, a system 
abandoned in England and Wales in 
the 16th century. This talk will explain 
how land was held and transacted, 
and how to find the records. (I)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

F-331 Using and Understanding Irish 
Court and Prison Records 1700s to 
1920s

Fiona Fitzsimons
Surviving court records are one of the 
great “catch-all” sources for ordinary 
Irish people. They document those 
tried, convicted, and sentenced for 
breaking the law. I’ll survey surviving 
records, with an emphasis on what was 
unique to the Irish experience, and how 
that experience changed over time. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

F-339 Tracing Your Pre-WWI British 
Soldier

Paul Milner
Examine online, original and print 
resources, with case studies, for 
tracing your British soldiers and their 
regiments serving around the Empire 
prior to WWI. (I/A)

F-347 Who Will You Find in the 
Registry of Deeds in Dublin?

Fiona Fitzsimons
The Registry of Deeds in Dublin is under-
used by family historians because they 
are mistakenly viewed as documenting 
only a small narrow elite at the top of 
Irish society. But these are the records 
of the Irish middle-classes for all 
denominations, in town and country. 
Learn of the wealth of information to 
be found in these records. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

Military

F-303 The Records of the National 
Homes for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers 1866–1938

Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG
Learn about the detailed genealogical 
information in these pre-1938 registers 
for National Homes, the forerunner of 
the U.S. Veterans Administration. (B)

F-311 Known Dead in the War of 1812

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA
Procedures for researching a soldier 
or sailor who died in the War of 1812, 
their records and the records of their 
widows and orphans. (I)

F-319 Reading Between the Lines: 
Expanding on a Military Record

Diane VanSkiver Gagel, MA
This lecture outlines the research 
methodology to recreate a life 
history of a veteran using the basic 
information found in military service 
records. (I/A)

F-332 The Personal Data Series 
Records of the National Archives of 
St. Louis

Bryan McGraw
Gain insight into the vast holdings of 
one of the largest federal archives in 
the nation, which has over 100 million 
personal data series records available 
for research, including various military 
and civilian federal records. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by National Archives and 
Records Administration

F-340 The Day that Lived in Infamy: 
Navigating Basic WWII Military 
Records

Jennifer Holik, BA
Learn how to reconstruct military 
service across all branches of the 
military during World War II. Numerous 
records will be shown to teach you 
how. (B/I)

F-348 Finding Records of Military 
Service in Published U.S. Documents, 
1776-1945

Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Discover the wide range of materials 
published by the military services that 
document service and provide unique 
details on the nature of the service. 
(B/I)

Military

Occupation

F-304 The Civilian Conservation 
Corp: A New Deal Program

Patricia Walls Stamm, CG, CGL
During the Great Depression around 
the country, this New Deal program 
provided work, housing, and training. 
Hear about the resources available for 
our CCC ancestors. (I)

F-312 Midwestern Railroad Records 
Research

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
Learn methods to determine which 
railroad employed your family 
members and where records might be 
found today including fantastic and 
recent online finding aids, indexes, and 
record discoveries. (I/A)

F-320 My Job is Killing Me

Helen V. Smith
Many of our ancestors’ occupations 
were inherently dangerous and 
contributed to their ill health and 
even death. (B/I)

F-333 Finding Your Ancestors in 
Company Employee Magazines and 
Trade Magazines

Dennis Northcott
These magazines are packed with 
valuable genealogical information. 
Learn what these magazines contain 
and how to locate them. (B)

Sponsored by Missouri History Museum 
Library and Research Center

F-341 The United States Life-Saving 
Service

Debra Mieszala, CG
A predecessor to the Coast Guard, the 
USLSS employed a number of those 
living near the Great Lakes and the 
oceans. Operating between 1871 and 
1915, the agency created valuable 
records. (B/I/A)

F-349 Researching Colonial 
Occupations

David Lambert
Learn the resources for researching 
your ancestors’ occupations using a 
variety of primary, secondary, and 
published sources. (I)

Sponsored by New England Historic 
Genealogical Society

Occupation

Regional

F-305 The Wisconsin Historical 
Society Library and Archives: What Is 
in It? Everything!

George L. Findlen, PhD, CG, CGL
This talk describes the holdings of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society Library, 
which cover all the North American 
continent and include one of the five 
largest genealogy collections in the 
U.S. (B)

F-313 Genealogical Treasures at the 
Missouri History Museum Library and 
Research Center

Dennis Northcott
See examples of dozens of valuable 
genealogical resources at the Missouri 
History Museum Library and Research 
Center, and learn how to access them. (I)

Sponsored by Missouri History Museum 
Library and Research Center

F-321 Researching at the Midwest 
Genealogy Center

Cheryl Lang, MLS
An introduction to the Midwest 
Genealogy Center in Independence, 
Missouri, and its resources including 
microforms, periodicals, databases, 
and books. (B/I/A)

Sponsored by Mid-Continent Genealogy 
Library

F-334 Indiana History & Resources

David McDonald, DMin, CG
Vital records, databases, repositories, 
and libraries; the territorial era 
through to the industrialization of the 
late 19th century. Ethnic groups and 
religious bodies, including Quakers 
and Orthodox. (B/I)

F-342 Beyond the Courthouse: The 
Records of Rural Communities

David Joens; Karl R. Moore
Local government records are useful 
to researchers, such as school records 
and justice of the peace dockets. This 
session explores IRAD’s holdings of 
these records. (B/I)

Sponsored by the Illinois State Archives 
and IRAD

F-350 Mining Genealogical Gems in 
Northern Kentucky

Elaine Kuhn, MLS
This presentation will highlight the 
many sources available to researchers 
who are tracing ancestors through 
Northern Kentucky and along the Ohio 
River. (B)

Regional

Ethnic

F-306 How to Trace Jens Jensen

Amber Larson
Beginning-level instruction on 
Scandinavian genealogy and how to 
use what resources are available 
online to trace your ancestry in 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. (B)

Sponsored by the BYU Center for 
Family History and Genealogy

F-314 The Germanic French: Researching 
Alsatian and Lorrainian Families

John Philip Colletta, PhD
Learn how a significant population of 
German-speakers came to reside in 
France and explore the peculiarities 
of researching ancestors of Alsace, 
Lorraine, and Elsass-Lothringen. (B/I)

Chuck Knuthson Memorial Lecture

F-322 Researching Your French-
Canadian Ancestors Online

Michael J. Leclerc, CG
Online resources are making our 
French-Canadian ancestors more 
accessible every day. Learn the top 
websites and records available online 
and how to answer them. (I)

F-335 Researching Italian Catholic 
Church Records

Mary M. Tedesco
Roman Catholic church records are an 
essential part of Italian genealogical 
research. Record types, locating 
and accessing records in Italy, and 
effective research strategies will be 
discussed. (I)

F-343 Slave Tags: Researching A 
Southern Legal System That Mandated 
the Tagging of Slaves and Free People

Janis Forté, BS, MA
Researching slave tags: the southern 
1767 to 1867 governmental system of 
mandating the licensing and labeling 
of human souls. (B/I/A)

F-351 Discovering Your Czech and 
Slovak Roots

Lisa A. Alzo, MFA
Learn how to investigate your family’s 
Czech and Slovak ancestry using both 
traditional and online sources. (B)

Ethnic

DNA

F-307 Every Surname in Your 
Pedigree Can Benefit From YDNA 
Testing

Diahan Southard
Learn basic and intermediate principles 
of using YDNA to verify and extend your 
pedigree chart, including how to make 
the most of your family project. (B/I)

F-315 Using Free Third-Party Tools to 
Analyze Your Autosomal DNA

Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
Although DNA testing companies 
provide their own analysis of test 
results, there are free third-party 
tools that can benefit genealogists. 
(B/I)

F-323 What Now? Your Next Steps 
with Autosomal DNA Testing

Diahan Southard
Overwhelmed with autosomal DNA? 
I can teach you in 45 minutes tools 
you can implement and understand 
today, so you can find your ancestors 
tomorrow. (I)

F-336 Genetic Genealogy Self-
Education: Where to Go for Help

Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
You’ve received your DNA test results, 
but you have no idea what they mean. 
Where do you go for more information? 
How do you educate yourself about 
genetic genealogy? (B)

F-344 Genograms: Family Medical 
History and Cluster Research

Randy Whited
Learn about genograms and how 
to adapt them to your research. 
By providing a different view of 
relationships, they can make patterns 
and gaps more easily recognizable. (B)

F-352 DNA and the Genealogical 
Proof Standard

Blaine Bettinger, PhD, JD
Learn how DNA test results are 
increasingly an important component 
of the genealogical proof standard! (I)

DNA

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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Skills

S-400 Using NARA’s Finding Aids and 
Website

Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Learn insider tips for accessing 
National Archives and Records 
Administration records online, in 
Washington, DC-area archives, and at 
regional NARA facilities. (B/I/A)

S-408 Using Tax Rolls to Prove Births, 
Deaths, Marriages, Parentage & Origins

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
Tax rolls are a powerful problem-solving 
tool, if we squeeze from them all that 
they are worth. This hour demonstrates 
many strategies with case studies. (B/I/A)

S-416 What can be Learned Offline 
about a Case Solved “Solely Online”?

Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, 
FASG, FUGA, FNGS
Building upon “Can a Complex Research 
Problem be Solved Solely Online?,” offline 
research in Illinois and elsewhere explains 
ancestral motivations and actions. (I)

S-424 Illinois State Genealogical 
Society Luncheon: Old World to 
New: Memories Through Time

Judy Russell, JD, CG, CGL
So much of what makes us 21st-century 
Americans comes from the stories of 
our immigrant ancestors: what they 
left behind, what they found here, 
what we can learn from them—and 
about them.

S-425 International Society for 
British Genealogy and Family History 
Luncheon: Lenses of Time

Helen V. Smith
We research our ancestors’ lives 
but making them more than 
names, places, and dates means 
understanding and viewing their 
lives through the legal, social, and 
emotional contexts of the time. 

S-426 New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Society: PERSI 3.0: New 
Possibilities from an Old Research 
Companion

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
New features make PERSI an even 
more trusted research companion for 
literature searches.

Menu
Home-style Chicken Salad Wrap, 
Classic Chicken Salad with Fresh 
Lettuce and Tomato in a Whole Wheat 
Tortilla; Fruit Cup; Lemon Almond 
Cake; Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, 
Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free Option
Grilled Portabella Wrap, with Roasted 
Pepper, Red Onion, Fresh Basil and 
Chopped Romaine Lettuce with a 
Balsamic Drizzle in a Gluten Free 
Tortilla; Fruit Cup; Ice Cream; Coffee, 
Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

Tickets: $25

S-429 Revelers, Hogkillers and 
Disobedient Children: Early Illinois 
Laws

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
The laws our ancestors lived by tell a story 
of life in early times. Early Illinois laws tell 
the stories of Blue Laws, wild animals, and 
children needing humbling. (B/I)

S-437 Building Context and Making 
Connections: Using JSTOR for Family 
History

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Thousands of potential resources await you 
at JSTOR, an online collection of scholarly 
publications from across the world. Discover 
how to make the most of JSTOR. (I)

S-445 You’re Not in Kansas Anymore: 
Essential Resources for Urban-Area 
Research

Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG
Urban-area research is challenging but 
not impossible. Learn the techniques 
needed to identify and locate the 
appropriate records. (B)

Skills

Interactive Seminar - 9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.
S-453 BCG Certification Seminar

Debra Mieszala, CG; Jeanne Larzalere 
Bloom, CG; Harold Henderson, CG
If you are curious about the Board 
for Certification of Genealogists, how 
it can help you, and the application 
process and requirements, then this is 
the interactive session for you! (B/I/A)

Sponsored by the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists®

Workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
S-454 Advanced Photo Detecting

Maureen Taylor, MA
Shiny metal daguerreotypes, brilliant 
blue cyanotypes, and wacky candid 
snapshots are full of clues about your 
family if you know how to read the 
evidence. Extensive case studies show 
you how to uncover details in family 
photos and tell their story even if you 
know who’s who. (A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
S-455 Self-Publishing for 
Genealogists and Genealogy Societies

Lisa A. Alzo, MFA, Thomas MacEntee
Learn about vendors, the self-
publishing process and how to convert 
printed books to e-books. Discover 
the benefits of “print on demand” 
technology revolutionizing publishing. 
(B/I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Skills

S-401 Finding Illinois Families in 
Southern Manuscripts

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Discover the wonderful letters, diaries, 
family histories, and documents that tell 
the story of Illinois’ pioneers and later 
settlers. Learn how and where to find 
gold. (I/A)

S-409 Trello for Genealogists

Lisa A. Alzo, MFA
Learn how Trello—a free project 
management tool—can help you 
streamline your genealogy projects, 
tackle your “to do” lists, and improve 
your workflow. (I)

S-417 Midwestern Manuscripts: They 
Might Include Your Family Documents

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
Family history details are found in 
many manuscript repositories around 
the Midwest. Learn the gems to be 
found and various ways to find where 
they are located. (I)

S-430 Discovering Female Ancestors

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
Female ancestors are difficult to 
uncover because they are “hidden” 
within records. Understanding the 
laws that affected women can help us 
learn how to search records and find 
female ancestors. (B/I)

S-438 Foreign Language Tools for 
English-Speaking Genealogists

Cyndi Ingle
An old letter, a record on microfilm, or 
a website in a foreign language? Don’t 
despair. There are several tools to 
help you get a basic idea of what it is 
you’re reading. (B/I)

S-446 Using Social History and 
Historical Fiction to Enhance Your 
Research

Beth Stahr, MA, MLS, CG
Learn how social history and historical 
fiction can provide background 
information or provide context for 
genealogical research. (B)

Skills

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

S-402 In the Workhouse

Helen V. Smith
The dreaded workhouse came 
into being in England due to the 
introduction of the New Poor Law in 
1834 and the establishment of the 
Poor Law Unions. (B/I)

S-410 1914: Finding Your British WWI 
Soldier: Dead or Alive

Paul Milner
Find your British WWI soldier whether 
he was killed in action or survived. 
See the surviving records, use 
the finding aids and interpret the 
documents. (I/A)

S-418 Irish Estate, Land and Property 
Records

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
Prior to parish registers, estate, land 
and property records are the next 
best record to identify generational 
links and family information for land 
owners and tenants. (I/A)

S-431 A Cohort of Criminals: Crime 
and Punishment in Britain

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
Has it ever occurred to you that a 
“missing” British family member 
might have been in gaol? This seminar 
covers British criminal, penal and 
transportation records. (B)

S-439 Scottish Marriage: Instantly 
Buckled for Life

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
An examination of the many forms 
of marriage that existed in Scotland, 
regular and irregular, and the records 
that accompanied them. (B)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

S-447 Orphans, Foundlings, and 
Outcasts: Records of Children in Care 
1840-1970

Fiona Fitzsimons
How can you trace the “lost” children 
from Ireland? These are the children 
who were “adopted” at a time when 
there was no formal system. Discover 
the surviving sources between the 
1840s and 1952 that provide a paper 
trail to search for the origins of these 
children. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

Military

S-403 Researching Colonial Military 
Records

David Lambert
This lecture focuses on researching the 
records of the Colonial Wars, from the 
17th century conflicts in Virginia to the 
French & Indian War, with an overview 
of primary and secondary resources. (I)

Sponsored by the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society

S-411 Researching an Illinois Soldier 
in the Mexican War

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA
Illinois was a major provider of troops 
in the Mexican War. Learn about the 
records from the war and after. (I)

S-419 Lincoln’s Laws and the 
Records of War

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
President Lincoln’s General Order 
100—“Instructions for the Government 
of Armies … in the Field”—revolutionized 
the laws of war and created new records 
for genealogists to research. (I/A)

S-432 Recreate Lost WWI Records

Tina Beaird, MLS
Are your WWI veteran’s records “fire 
records?” These documents still exist 
in courthouses and archives, but 
locating them can be a challenge. Tina 
has creative solutions for finding these 
elusive records. (A)

S-440 Stories of the Lost

Jennifer Holik, BA
What happened to soldiers, sailors, 
and Marines who were missing, 
prisoners, or killed in World War II? 
Learn about the records available to 
reconstruct service history and tell the 
stories of their last days. (B/I)

S-448 Military Fraternal and 
Hereditary Organizations

Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
These organizations kept records that 
document military service and identify 
places of residence, friends, and 
associates. Some also document lineal 
descent from the veteran. (B/I)

Military

Ancestry

S-404 Evernote for Genealogists

Jordan D. Jones, MA
Learn to turbocharge your research 
planning, research logging, and 
storage of digital records and notes 
with Evernote, a powerful, free, cross-
platform digital memory tool. (B/I)

S-412 Finding Family History 
Discoveries Using AncestryDNA 

Anna Swayne
Come as a beginner to learn how 
AncestryDNA works and what it is. 
Come as an intermediate to learn how 
DNA matching, DNA Circles, and New 
Ancestor Discoveries technology help 
validate your research and find new 
leads. (B/I)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-420 Coming to America: Finding 
Arrival Records and Stories on 
Ancestry

Juliana Szucs
Immigration is an important part of our 
nation’s history and of your personal 
family history. Passenger arrival records 
are much more than lists of names. Learn 
how to locate and use these records 
effectively and discover the story of your 
ancestor’s immigration to America. (B)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-433 Cracking the Case with DNA

Anna Swayne
Want to use your DNA results to 
break down a brick wall in your 
family tree? In this class we will show 
you step by step how to use DNA to 
solve mysteries in your family tree 
and answer your own genealogical 
questions. (B)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-441 Common Surnames: Ways to 
Identify Your Ancestors in a Crowd

Juliana Szucs
Whether your ancestor was a Smith, 
Jones, Brown, or Johnson, Juliana 
shares some tips for tracking them 
down. Using charts, spreadsheets, 
and a little common sense, you’ll 
leave this class with some ideas for 
narrowing your search. (B)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-449 Getting the Most Out of 
Ancestry.com

Crista Cowan
Are you getting the most out of your 
Ancestry.com subscription? If you don’t 
have a subscription, are you aware there 
are many things you can access for free? 
Learn about the five major areas of 
Ancestry.com for advancing your family 
history research. (B/I)

Sponsored by Ancestry

Ancestry

Regional

S-405 Researching Indiana Digital 
Collections

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
This lecture is an overview of 
resources one can find in Hoosier 
digital collections. These online 
repositories are critical for the 
researcher of Indiana families and 
history. (B)

S-413 Researching Michigan 
Ancestors Online

Kris W. Rzepczynski, MA, MLIS
This session will explore free Michigan 
online genealogy resources, including 
both popular and lesser-known sites, 
as well as effective search strategies 
for Michigan research. (B/I/A)

S-421 Iowa History & Resources

David McDonald, DMin, CG
An examination of the history and 
resources of utility for genealogical 
researchers working in the Hawkeye 
State. (B/I)

S-434 Missouri Research from Home

Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Many ancestors settled in Missouri 
or at least passed through the Show 
Me State on their way to the West. 
This session provides online sources 
or ways to access the state’s records 
from a distance. (B/I/A)

S-442 Destination: The Genealogy 
Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
With the largest collection of 
genealogical and historical items in a 
public library, The Genealogy Center 
at the Allen County Public Library is 
the destination for family historians 
everywhere. Formulate a travel plan, 
discover resources, and learn how to 
make your next trip productive. (B)

Sponsored by Allen County Public Library

S-450 Newspaper Research in the 
Midwest

Debra Mieszala, CG
Learn issues unique to newspaper 
research and how to find and access 
digitized, microfilmed, and archival 
copies of Midwestern newspapers. 
Major repositories will be discussed. 
(B/I)

Regional

Ethnic

S-406 Germanic Research for 
Beginners

Mindy Jacox
The objective of this class is to learn 
the basics needed to begin researching 
ancestors in German speaking areas. (B)

Sponsored by the BYU Center for 
Family History and Genealogy

S-414 Back to the USSR: Tracing Your 
Russian Roots

Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide 
guidance on tracing your roots in 
the former Soviet Union’s newly 
independent countries of Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, 
and Moldova. (A)

S-422 Identifying Slave Owners

Tony Burroughs, FUGA
Identifying the last slave owner 
is essential to researching slave 
genealogy. Owners are identified 
through evidence, not assumptions 
based on names. Many records 
indicate the name of the former slave 
owner. Learn how to prove who the 
last slave owner was. (I/A)

S-435 German Genealogy on the 
Internet: Beyond the Basics

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
The Internet age has brought 
genealogy to our fingertips over the 
last two decades, and subsequently 
we can find our German ancestors 
easier. But there’s more to find! 
(B/I/A)

S-443 Researching Your Ancestors 
in France

Michael J. Leclerc, CG
Discover more about the records 
available to you for finding 
information about your French family, 
whether they immigrated in the 1600s 
or the 1900s. (I)

S-451 After You Identify the Slave 
Owner

Tony Burroughs, FUGA
After proving the last slave owner, most 
genealogists search for primary records 
like wills, probates, deeds, and bills of 
sale and don’t realize they are reinventing 
the wheel. Learn an efficient way of 
researching slave owners. (I)

James Dent Walker Memorial Lecture

Ethnic

Migration

S-407 Crossing the Border: How 
to Backtrack a French-Canadian 
Ancestor into Quebec from the U.S.

George L. Findlen, PhD, CG, CGL
To cross the border, researchers must 
answer 3 questions: What steps do I follow 
to find my French-Canadian’s origin in 
Québec? What resources will give me that 
information? What pitfalls must I avoid? (I)

S-415 My Family Left Chicago for 
California with our Family History: 
Did Yours?

Sheila Benedict
Many Illinois families went west. You  
need to find and follow their paper 
trail using a variety of resources that 
are available online and onsite. (B/I)

S-423 Des Allemands: German 
Migration Through New Orleans and 
Up the Mississippi

Beth Stahr, MA, MLS, CG
Learn experiences and records of 
immigrants who arrived in New 
Orleans and travelled northward on 
Mississippi River steamboats during 
the early 19th century. (B)

S-436 Clues from the Midwest

Debra Mieszala, CG
Getting from New England to the 
Midwest was an accomplishment. 
How did they do it? Why did they go? 
Discover records holding clues, and 
learn about helpful resources. (B/I)

S-444 The 17,000,000 Stories of Ellis 
Island: What’s Fact? What’s Myth?

John Philip Colletta, PhD
Millions of Americans trace their ancestry 
to immigrants who arrived at Ellis Island. 
This lecture dispels the many myths and 
misconceptions about the place. (B/I)

S-452 A Family of Fiends, An 
Antebellum Tale of Southern Murder

Jordan D. Jones, MA
Come hear a case study of research 
that proceeds from an eleven-word 
biography to discover bastardy, 
murder, and the acquittal of the 
victim’s brother. (B/I)

Migration

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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Skills

S-400 Using NARA’s Finding Aids and 
Website

Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Learn insider tips for accessing 
National Archives and Records 
Administration records online, in 
Washington, DC-area archives, and at 
regional NARA facilities. (B/I/A)

S-408 Using Tax Rolls to Prove Births, 
Deaths, Marriages, Parentage & Origins

Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL, FASG, 
FNGS, FUGA
Tax rolls are a powerful problem-solving 
tool, if we squeeze from them all that 
they are worth. This hour demonstrates 
many strategies with case studies. (B/I/A)

S-416 What can be Learned Offline 
about a Case Solved “Solely Online”?

Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, 
FASG, FUGA, FNGS
Building upon “Can a Complex Research 
Problem be Solved Solely Online?,” offline 
research in Illinois and elsewhere explains 
ancestral motivations and actions. (I)

S-424 Illinois State Genealogical 
Society Luncheon: Old World to 
New: Memories Through Time

Judy Russell, JD, CG, CGL
So much of what makes us 21st-century 
Americans comes from the stories of 
our immigrant ancestors: what they 
left behind, what they found here, 
what we can learn from them—and 
about them.

S-425 International Society for 
British Genealogy and Family History 
Luncheon: Lenses of Time

Helen V. Smith
We research our ancestors’ lives 
but making them more than 
names, places, and dates means 
understanding and viewing their 
lives through the legal, social, and 
emotional contexts of the time. 

S-426 New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Society: PERSI 3.0: New 
Possibilities from an Old Research 
Companion

Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
New features make PERSI an even 
more trusted research companion for 
literature searches.

Menu
Home-style Chicken Salad Wrap, 
Classic Chicken Salad with Fresh 
Lettuce and Tomato in a Whole Wheat 
Tortilla; Fruit Cup; Lemon Almond 
Cake; Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade, 
Water

Vegetarian/Gluten Free Option
Grilled Portabella Wrap, with Roasted 
Pepper, Red Onion, Fresh Basil and 
Chopped Romaine Lettuce with a 
Balsamic Drizzle in a Gluten Free 
Tortilla; Fruit Cup; Ice Cream; Coffee, 
Iced Tea, Lemonade, Water

Tickets: $25

S-429 Revelers, Hogkillers and 
Disobedient Children: Early Illinois 
Laws

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
The laws our ancestors lived by tell a story 
of life in early times. Early Illinois laws tell 
the stories of Blue Laws, wild animals, and 
children needing humbling. (B/I)

S-437 Building Context and Making 
Connections: Using JSTOR for Family 
History

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
Thousands of potential resources await you 
at JSTOR, an online collection of scholarly 
publications from across the world. Discover 
how to make the most of JSTOR. (I)

S-445 You’re Not in Kansas Anymore: 
Essential Resources for Urban-Area 
Research

Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, CG
Urban-area research is challenging but 
not impossible. Learn the techniques 
needed to identify and locate the 
appropriate records. (B)

Skills

Interactive Seminar - 9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.
S-453 BCG Certification Seminar

Debra Mieszala, CG; Jeanne Larzalere 
Bloom, CG; Harold Henderson, CG
If you are curious about the Board 
for Certification of Genealogists, how 
it can help you, and the application 
process and requirements, then this is 
the interactive session for you! (B/I/A)

Sponsored by the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists®

Workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
S-454 Advanced Photo Detecting

Maureen Taylor, MA
Shiny metal daguerreotypes, brilliant 
blue cyanotypes, and wacky candid 
snapshots are full of clues about your 
family if you know how to read the 
evidence. Extensive case studies show 
you how to uncover details in family 
photos and tell their story even if you 
know who’s who. (A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Workshop - 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
S-455 Self-Publishing for 
Genealogists and Genealogy Societies

Lisa A. Alzo, MFA, Thomas MacEntee
Learn about vendors, the self-
publishing process and how to convert 
printed books to e-books. Discover 
the benefits of “print on demand” 
technology revolutionizing publishing. 
(B/I/A)

Tickets: $25 (pre-registration 
required)

Skills

S-401 Finding Illinois Families in 
Southern Manuscripts

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
Discover the wonderful letters, diaries, 
family histories, and documents that tell 
the story of Illinois’ pioneers and later 
settlers. Learn how and where to find 
gold. (I/A)

S-409 Trello for Genealogists

Lisa A. Alzo, MFA
Learn how Trello—a free project 
management tool—can help you 
streamline your genealogy projects, 
tackle your “to do” lists, and improve 
your workflow. (I)

S-417 Midwestern Manuscripts: They 
Might Include Your Family Documents

Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS, FUGA
Family history details are found in 
many manuscript repositories around 
the Midwest. Learn the gems to be 
found and various ways to find where 
they are located. (I)

S-430 Discovering Female Ancestors

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
Female ancestors are difficult to 
uncover because they are “hidden” 
within records. Understanding the 
laws that affected women can help us 
learn how to search records and find 
female ancestors. (B/I)

S-438 Foreign Language Tools for 
English-Speaking Genealogists

Cyndi Ingle
An old letter, a record on microfilm, or 
a website in a foreign language? Don’t 
despair. There are several tools to 
help you get a basic idea of what it is 
you’re reading. (B/I)

S-446 Using Social History and 
Historical Fiction to Enhance Your 
Research

Beth Stahr, MA, MLS, CG
Learn how social history and historical 
fiction can provide background 
information or provide context for 
genealogical research. (B)

Skills

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

S-402 In the Workhouse

Helen V. Smith
The dreaded workhouse came 
into being in England due to the 
introduction of the New Poor Law in 
1834 and the establishment of the 
Poor Law Unions. (B/I)

S-410 1914: Finding Your British WWI 
Soldier: Dead or Alive

Paul Milner
Find your British WWI soldier whether 
he was killed in action or survived. 
See the surviving records, use 
the finding aids and interpret the 
documents. (I/A)

S-418 Irish Estate, Land and Property 
Records

David Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA
Prior to parish registers, estate, land 
and property records are the next 
best record to identify generational 
links and family information for land 
owners and tenants. (I/A)

S-431 A Cohort of Criminals: Crime 
and Punishment in Britain

Carol Baxter, BA, DipFHS, FSAG
Has it ever occurred to you that a 
“missing” British family member 
might have been in gaol? This seminar 
covers British criminal, penal and 
transportation records. (B)

S-439 Scottish Marriage: Instantly 
Buckled for Life

Chris Paton, PgDip (Genealogical 
Studies)
An examination of the many forms 
of marriage that existed in Scotland, 
regular and irregular, and the records 
that accompanied them. (B)

Sponsored by FamilySearch

S-447 Orphans, Foundlings, and 
Outcasts: Records of Children in Care 
1840-1970

Fiona Fitzsimons
How can you trace the “lost” children 
from Ireland? These are the children 
who were “adopted” at a time when 
there was no formal system. Discover 
the surviving sources between the 
1840s and 1952 that provide a paper 
trail to search for the origins of these 
children. (I)

Sponsored by Eneclann

British Isles & 
Commonwealth

Military

S-403 Researching Colonial Military 
Records

David Lambert
This lecture focuses on researching the 
records of the Colonial Wars, from the 
17th century conflicts in Virginia to the 
French & Indian War, with an overview 
of primary and secondary resources. (I)

Sponsored by the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society

S-411 Researching an Illinois Soldier 
in the Mexican War

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA
Illinois was a major provider of troops 
in the Mexican War. Learn about the 
records from the war and after. (I)

S-419 Lincoln’s Laws and the 
Records of War

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
President Lincoln’s General Order 
100—“Instructions for the Government 
of Armies … in the Field”—revolutionized 
the laws of war and created new records 
for genealogists to research. (I/A)

S-432 Recreate Lost WWI Records

Tina Beaird, MLS
Are your WWI veteran’s records “fire 
records?” These documents still exist 
in courthouses and archives, but 
locating them can be a challenge. Tina 
has creative solutions for finding these 
elusive records. (A)

S-440 Stories of the Lost

Jennifer Holik, BA
What happened to soldiers, sailors, 
and Marines who were missing, 
prisoners, or killed in World War II? 
Learn about the records available to 
reconstruct service history and tell the 
stories of their last days. (B/I)

S-448 Military Fraternal and 
Hereditary Organizations

Rick Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
These organizations kept records that 
document military service and identify 
places of residence, friends, and 
associates. Some also document lineal 
descent from the veteran. (B/I)

Military

Ancestry

S-404 Evernote for Genealogists

Jordan D. Jones, MA
Learn to turbocharge your research 
planning, research logging, and 
storage of digital records and notes 
with Evernote, a powerful, free, cross-
platform digital memory tool. (B/I)

S-412 Finding Family History 
Discoveries Using AncestryDNA 

Anna Swayne
Come as a beginner to learn how 
AncestryDNA works and what it is. 
Come as an intermediate to learn how 
DNA matching, DNA Circles, and New 
Ancestor Discoveries technology help 
validate your research and find new 
leads. (B/I)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-420 Coming to America: Finding 
Arrival Records and Stories on 
Ancestry

Juliana Szucs
Immigration is an important part of our 
nation’s history and of your personal 
family history. Passenger arrival records 
are much more than lists of names. Learn 
how to locate and use these records 
effectively and discover the story of your 
ancestor’s immigration to America. (B)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-433 Cracking the Case with DNA

Anna Swayne
Want to use your DNA results to 
break down a brick wall in your 
family tree? In this class we will show 
you step by step how to use DNA to 
solve mysteries in your family tree 
and answer your own genealogical 
questions. (B)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-441 Common Surnames: Ways to 
Identify Your Ancestors in a Crowd

Juliana Szucs
Whether your ancestor was a Smith, 
Jones, Brown, or Johnson, Juliana 
shares some tips for tracking them 
down. Using charts, spreadsheets, 
and a little common sense, you’ll 
leave this class with some ideas for 
narrowing your search. (B)

Sponsored by Ancestry

S-449 Getting the Most Out of 
Ancestry.com

Crista Cowan
Are you getting the most out of your 
Ancestry.com subscription? If you don’t 
have a subscription, are you aware there 
are many things you can access for free? 
Learn about the five major areas of 
Ancestry.com for advancing your family 
history research. (B/I)

Sponsored by Ancestry

Ancestry

Regional

S-405 Researching Indiana Digital 
Collections

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
This lecture is an overview of 
resources one can find in Hoosier 
digital collections. These online 
repositories are critical for the 
researcher of Indiana families and 
history. (B)

S-413 Researching Michigan 
Ancestors Online

Kris W. Rzepczynski, MA, MLIS
This session will explore free Michigan 
online genealogy resources, including 
both popular and lesser-known sites, 
as well as effective search strategies 
for Michigan research. (B/I/A)

S-421 Iowa History & Resources

David McDonald, DMin, CG
An examination of the history and 
resources of utility for genealogical 
researchers working in the Hawkeye 
State. (B/I)

S-434 Missouri Research from Home

Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA
Many ancestors settled in Missouri 
or at least passed through the Show 
Me State on their way to the West. 
This session provides online sources 
or ways to access the state’s records 
from a distance. (B/I/A)

S-442 Destination: The Genealogy 
Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana

Melissa C. Tennant, MLS
With the largest collection of 
genealogical and historical items in a 
public library, The Genealogy Center 
at the Allen County Public Library is 
the destination for family historians 
everywhere. Formulate a travel plan, 
discover resources, and learn how to 
make your next trip productive. (B)

Sponsored by Allen County Public Library

S-450 Newspaper Research in the 
Midwest

Debra Mieszala, CG
Learn issues unique to newspaper 
research and how to find and access 
digitized, microfilmed, and archival 
copies of Midwestern newspapers. 
Major repositories will be discussed. 
(B/I)

Regional

Ethnic

S-406 Germanic Research for 
Beginners

Mindy Jacox
The objective of this class is to learn 
the basics needed to begin researching 
ancestors in German speaking areas. (B)

Sponsored by the BYU Center for 
Family History and Genealogy

S-414 Back to the USSR: Tracing Your 
Russian Roots

Amy Wachs, JD
This presentation will provide 
guidance on tracing your roots in 
the former Soviet Union’s newly 
independent countries of Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, 
and Moldova. (A)

S-422 Identifying Slave Owners

Tony Burroughs, FUGA
Identifying the last slave owner 
is essential to researching slave 
genealogy. Owners are identified 
through evidence, not assumptions 
based on names. Many records 
indicate the name of the former slave 
owner. Learn how to prove who the 
last slave owner was. (I/A)

S-435 German Genealogy on the 
Internet: Beyond the Basics

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM
The Internet age has brought 
genealogy to our fingertips over the 
last two decades, and subsequently 
we can find our German ancestors 
easier. But there’s more to find! 
(B/I/A)

S-443 Researching Your Ancestors 
in France

Michael J. Leclerc, CG
Discover more about the records 
available to you for finding 
information about your French family, 
whether they immigrated in the 1600s 
or the 1900s. (I)

S-451 After You Identify the Slave 
Owner

Tony Burroughs, FUGA
After proving the last slave owner, most 
genealogists search for primary records 
like wills, probates, deeds, and bills of 
sale and don’t realize they are reinventing 
the wheel. Learn an efficient way of 
researching slave owners. (I)

James Dent Walker Memorial Lecture

Ethnic

Migration

S-407 Crossing the Border: How 
to Backtrack a French-Canadian 
Ancestor into Quebec from the U.S.

George L. Findlen, PhD, CG, CGL
To cross the border, researchers must 
answer 3 questions: What steps do I follow 
to find my French-Canadian’s origin in 
Québec? What resources will give me that 
information? What pitfalls must I avoid? (I)

S-415 My Family Left Chicago for 
California with our Family History: 
Did Yours?

Sheila Benedict
Many Illinois families went west. You  
need to find and follow their paper 
trail using a variety of resources that 
are available online and onsite. (B/I)

S-423 Des Allemands: German 
Migration Through New Orleans and 
Up the Mississippi

Beth Stahr, MA, MLS, CG
Learn experiences and records of 
immigrants who arrived in New 
Orleans and travelled northward on 
Mississippi River steamboats during 
the early 19th century. (B)

S-436 Clues from the Midwest

Debra Mieszala, CG
Getting from New England to the 
Midwest was an accomplishment. 
How did they do it? Why did they go? 
Discover records holding clues, and 
learn about helpful resources. (B/I)

S-444 The 17,000,000 Stories of Ellis 
Island: What’s Fact? What’s Myth?

John Philip Colletta, PhD
Millions of Americans trace their ancestry 
to immigrants who arrived at Ellis Island. 
This lecture dispels the many myths and 
misconceptions about the place. (B/I)

S-452 A Family of Fiends, An 
Antebellum Tale of Southern Murder

Jordan D. Jones, MA
Come hear a case study of research 
that proceeds from an eleven-word 
biography to discover bastardy, 
murder, and the acquittal of the 
victim’s brother. (B/I)

Migration

Session Levels: B=Beginner, I=Intermediate, A=Advanced
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fgS 2016 ConferenCe regiStration form

Conference Registration

Early Registration (postmarked or online by July 1, 2016) $215   $_____ 
Full Four-Day Conference Registration (Wed. through Sat.)

Regular Registration (postmarked or online after July 1, 2016) $250   $_____ 
Full Four-Day Conference Registration (Wed. through Sat.)

Single Day (postmarked or online by July 1, 2016) $99   $_____ 
Circle which day: Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.

Single Day (postmarked or online after July 1, 2016) $109   $_____ 
Circle which day: Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.

Student Registration $20   $_____ 
Age 14–25; college students must submit proof of enrollment

Exhibit Hall Only (per day) $10   $_____ 
Circle which day: Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.

Workshops

T-240 Genealogy & Social History: Writing a Family Narrative $25   $_____

F-353 Tracing Irish Family History Before 1800 $25   $_____
F-354 Getting Started: Looking into the Past $25   $_____
F-355 Tracing Scottish Family History Before 1800 $25   $_____
F-356 Genealogical Time Machine: How to Make Google  $25   $_____ 
         Earth Your DeLorean!

S-454 Advanced Photo Detecting $25   $_____
S-455 Self-Publishing for Genealogists and Genealogy Societies $25   $_____

Other Items

Syllabus

Prior to the conference, each registrant will receive notice that an electronic 
version of the syllabus is available online. Registrants are urged to print the 
sections for sessions they plan to attend. A printed syllabus can be ordered below.

Printed Syllabus $40   $_____

FGS FORUM Subscription ($15/year; $25/2 years; $30/3 years) $_____

War of 1812 Preserve the Pensions Fund Donation $_____ 
All War of 1812 donations are matched by Ancestry.com

 Vegetarian/Gluten-Free Meal Request (submit by August 1, 2016)

 ADA Requirements (submit by July 15, 2016)

General Information

Check all that apply:

 1st FGS Conference
 Archivist
 FGS Society Delegate
 I plan to attend the Delegate Reception at the Wyndham Hotel on  
    Tues. August 30, 6:00 p.m.

 Librarian
 Preserve the Pensions Contributor
 RPAC State Liaison
 Society Officer

I am a society: (check all that apply)

 Board Member
 Editor
 Member
 Parliamentarian
 President
 Secretary
 Treasurer
 Vice President
 Webmaster
 Other Office (please specify)  

Volunteer

 I am interested in being a volunteer during the conference.

Luncheons

W-116 Focus on Societies Luncheon, Wed. Aug. 31 $25   $_____

T-210 BCG Luncheon (Garner), Thu. Sept. 1 $25   $_____
T-211 FamilySearch Luncheon (Kehrer), Thu. Sept. 1 $25   $_____
T-212 NEHGS Luncheon (Lambert), Thu. Sept. 1 $25   $_____

F-324 APG Luncheon (Lacopo), Fri. Sept. 2 $25   $_____
F-325 GSG/ISFHWE (MacEntee), Fri. Sept. 2  $25   $_____
F-326 NGS Luncheon (Lowe), Fri. Sept. 2 $25   $_____

S-424 ISGS Luncheon (Russell), Sat. Sept. 3 $25   $_____
S-425 ISBGFH Luncheon (Smith), Sat. Sept. 3 $25   $_____
S-426 NYGBS Luncheon (Witcher), Sat. Sept. 3 $25   $_____

Special Events

W-138 Farms & Families: Across the Decades, Wed. Aug. 31 $15   $_____

T-242 Meet & Greet, Thu. Sept. 1 $20   $_____

F-357 FGS 40th Anniversary Gala, Fri. Sept. 2 $35   $_____

Librarians’ Day, Tues. Aug. 30, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $10   $_____ 
Includes lunch

Library:  

Position:  

ToTal ConferenCe fees $__________

Registration Information

Please print name as it should appear on the conference name tag. Use a 
separate form for each person. This form may be duplicated.

Name:  

Organization:  

Home Address:  

City/State/Zip:  

Daytime Phone:  

E-mail:   
            Your e-mail address will be your user name for online registration

Method of Payment

 Check/Money Order (made payable to FGS 2016 Conference)

 Mastercard      Visa      Discover      Amex

Number: 
Expiration Date (month/year): /  CSV: 
Name on Card:  

Authorized Signature:  

Registration Information

Full refund, less a $50 service fee, granted upon request by Aug. 1, 2016.

Register online at http://fgsconference.org
-or-

Mail your completed form and payment to:

FGS 2016 Conference
P.O. Box 200940

Austin, TX 78720-0940

E-mail: registration@fgs.org  |  Fax: 1-866-347-1350

http://fgsconference.org


Austin, TX 78720-0940 USA

Federation of Genealogical Societies
P.O. Box 200940

http://fgsconference.org
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