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Looking Ahead
By D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FGS President

President’s Message

D. Joshua 
Taylor

Connect

With fall quickly approaching, it seems 
appropriate to first look back on the last few 
weeks in the genealogy world. Many of us 

have only recently caught up after attending the terrific FGS 
conference in Springfield, Illinois. To those who joined us 
for the FGS 40th Anniversary—thank you! The event would 
not have been possible without support from our local host, 
the Illinois State Genealogical Society, and thousands of 
volunteers, speakers, exhibitors, and attendees from around 
the globe. Together we had a few laughs during the FGS 40th 
Anniversary Gala, celebrated the completion of fundraising 
for the War of 1812 Preserve the Pensions project (see page 
25), recognized recipients of this year’s FGS awards, and 
learned from some of the best genealogists in the nation. 

FGS also recently announced the dates and locations 
of our future FGS conferences. Next year we will visit 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, followed by Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
in 2018, and our nation’s capital, Washington, D.C. in 2019. 
Now is a terrific time to start planning to attend a future FGS 
conference—we hope to see you at as many of our future 
conferences as possible. 

Looking ahead, please remember that FGS is also in 
the midst of the annual elections for the FGS Board and 
Executive Committee. Visit the FGS website to view the ballot 
(http://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=118) and vote (if you are an 
FGS Delegate). A special thank you to all those 
who have chosen to stand for election, your 
leadership and dedication is appreciated. Stay 

tuned to your e-mail and FGS Voice for the election results 
near the end of October. 

While many societies and organizations are in the midst 
of planning for fall seminars or workshops, this is also an 
excellent time to plan ahead for the end of 2016 and the 
beginning of 2017. Now is a great time to prepare a series of 
transition documents for new leaders who might take office 
at the first of the year. Consider gathering notes, passwords, 
contact details, manuals, and other materials that will be 
essential to the next person who steps into the role.

The fall is also a terrific time to plan ahead for your 
organization’s end-of-the-year fundraising activities. The 
last weeks of the year can be a tremendous giving season 
for nonprofits. If your society does not traditionally ask for 
support during this time, it might be worth considering 
potential options over the next few months. Your society 
might benefit from engaging in Giving Tuesday (the Tuesday 
after Thanksgiving) or by sending a holiday letter to members. 
The time to plan for any fundraising 
activities for November or 
December is now!

All the best,

Joshua
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By Melissa Barker

Female Ancestors
Discovering Their Stories 

In genealogy, we say that everyone has a story to tell. As 
genealogists it is our job to document and tell the stories 
of our ancestors. Each person in our family tree lived a 

unique life that only they could have lived. Good or bad, each 
person’s story should be told. Our female ancestors have a 
story to tell as well.

Female ancestors are very important to our genealogy 
research and should be researched with as much gusto as 
our male ancestors. You might think that researching your 
female ancestors is not productive to your genealogy research 
because they didn’t leave much in the way of records. I would 
say that our female ancestors are just as important as our male 
ancestors, and sometimes more so.

“But, she was just a housewife.” Have you heard this said 
about any of your female ancestors? Or, maybe you’ve said it 
yourself? Did you also decide that it would be a waste of time 
to research a female ancestor who was “just a housewife”? It’s 
true, a lot of our female ancestors were housewives but that 
doesn’t mean they didn’t live a life full of activity outside the 
home as well as inside the home. Those activities could lead 
to great stories about your female ancestors and may have 
produced records to assist you in your genealogy research.

This article will give you renewed reasons to research your 
female ancestors. Seeing your female ancestors in a different 
light and contemplating the records associated with them can 
help you discover their story and advance your research. 

Start with What You Have
One of the first things you can do to start researching your 
female ancestors is to look at what documents, records, 
photos, and family stories you already have in your genealogy 
collection. You may have records and items about your female 
ancestors that you never paid much attention to, perhaps 
because you were concentrating on your male ancestors. 
Now is the time to pull those records out, reexamine them, 
transcribe them, and glean any additional information that 
you didn’t realize you already had in those documents.

If you have living family members, sit them down and 
ask them questions about your female ancestors. Living 
family members could have stories and information about 
your female ancestors that might not be recorded in any 
documents. Record these stories and information either by 
writing it down, typing it up on your computer, or using a 
recording device, being careful to get your family member’s 
permission to make the recording.

Before They Were “Mrs. Somebody”
Genealogists sometimes do their research with the premise 
that their female ancestors’ lives started at marriage. We all 
know that our female ancestor’s lives, 
like our male ancestor’s lives, started 
at birth. The fact is, many genealogists 
discount or don’t bother to look at 
those years before marriage. Maybe 
your female ancestors (or their family 
members) never talked about their 
lives before they married. The fact is, 
our female ancestors could very well 
have events, occupations, hobbies, 
or other interesting tidbits 
waiting for us to discover that 
occurred before they married. 
And, these events could have 
records associated with them.

An example of someone 
who had a life before 
they married 
would be my 
husband’s 
grandmother 
Ruth 
Athelene 
(Burcham) 
Barker Reed 
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(1921–2015). Grandma Ruth, as we called her, told me herself 
the story of how in the 1930s she went from Houston County, 
Tennessee, with her guitar, to the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville 
and tried out to be part of the new country music scene. She 
played her guitar, sang, and showed off her talents for yodeling. 
Unfortunately, she was not chosen to be part of the Grand Ole 
Opry, but this was an event in her life, before marriage, that 
she experienced and it helps to tell her unique story. I am still 
trying to find records to document this event, but so far I have 
come up empty. Thankfully I have her own story recorded in 
my genealogy research and the guitar she used.

The Volunteer
One of the most popular activities our female ancestors 
engaged in was volunteerism. There were a variety of 
organizations that they could have offered their time as a 
volunteer. Local volunteer groups such as the American 
Red Cross, the women’s ministry at church, and the food 
pantry at the local mission, as well as positions as a Sunday 
school teacher or public school volunteer are just a few 
volunteer opportunities in which our female ancestors could 
have participated. Maybe they volunteered or were part 
of a local club or civic organization such as the historical 
society, genealogical society, garden club, sewing club, or 
home demonstration club. There were plenty of options for 
our female ancestors to get involved and volunteer in their 
community.

The Cook
Most of our female ancestors did the majority of the cooking 
for the family. While this day-to-day ordinary task was 
something that was normal and 
expected from our female ancestors, 
we as genealogists might learn 
something about our female ancestors 
from this mundane daily activity.

Did your female ancestors leave 
handwritten recipes? As genealogists, 
we are always on the lookout for 
a male ancestor’s signature on 
documents. What a wonderful gem 
it is to have a female ancestor’s 
handwritten recipes. Not only do 
you have the wonderful recipes from 
years gone by, but you also have her 
handwriting.

Above: Ruth Athalene (Burcham) Barker Reed, circa 1930s, 
courtesy of the author.

Below: Handwritten recipe of Agnes Marie (Curtis) LeMaster, 
author’s grandmother, courtesy of the author.
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Many of our families have food stories or family food 
traditions. A lot of us have foods made at holidays or for special 
occasions that have been in our families for a long time. These 
special foods and the traditions that go with them most likely 
originated with a female ancestor. It is important to write down, 
or record in some fashion, these food traditions so that they 
are not lost to time. If they are not recorded in some way and 
passed down to each new generation, they will be lost forever.

The Late Bloomer
Were any of your female ancestors what I call “late bloomers”? 
Did they spend most of their lives being housewives and 
mothers and then later in life find that they had a talent for a 
certain hobby or occupation that they pursued? Many of our 
female ancestors were late bloomers and that is something we 
as genealogists need to look into and capture any stories or 
records for that part of their lives.

One woman who was considered a late bloomer was 
Anna Mary (Robertson) Moses (1860–1961), better known as 
Grandma Moses, the famous painter. She began her painting 
career at age 78, after being a housewife and working on her 
and her husband’s farm. Grandma Moses developed arthritis 
at 76, which made sewing difficult. Her sister suggested that 
she take up painting, and the rest is history.

Another woman who was a late bloomer and close to my 
own heart was Ruth Athelene (Burcham) Barker Reed, who 

I discussed earlier. She worked her 
entire life in the home. From an early 
age she was required to do her part in 
the family home by cooking, cleaning, 
and taking care of her younger siblings. 
When she was just 13 years old, her 
parents sent her from Tennessee to 
Illinois to work for a family as a maid; 
she had never met this family before, 
but Ruth’s family needed the money. 
Then as a married adult she cooked, 
cleaned, and took care of her children 
and husband. Later in life, after her 
children had grown, she went back to 
school and got her beautician’s license 
and opened her own beauty salon in 
her home and then later moved to a 
building on the home place property. I 
still get comments from local residents 

today that tell me they used to go to Ruth’s Beauty Shop. I 
have a copy of her business license and a great newspaper 
advertisement for Ruth’s Beauty Shop.

Family recipe story by Patricia Joan (Stringfield) Jenkins, author’s mother-in-law, courtesy 
of the author.

Ruth’s Beauty Shop advertisement, circa 1970s, courtesy of the 
author.
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The “Mrs.” Hurdle
Many genealogists are so excited to find their female ancestors 
in records until they see that female ancestor’s name. Names 
like “Mrs. John Brown” or “Mrs. Brown” can be a real 
discouragement to genealogists, but it shouldn’t be. 

The custom of the day was to refer to a married female as 
“Mrs. John Brown.” This was not done out of trying to erase 
her identity, but in fact as a sign of the utmost respect for her 
as a married person. Even though this respect was normal to 
our female ancestors, it can give us trouble in our research. 

While in some cases we may not know a female ancestor’s 
given name, we can still collect the stories of her life, even 
when we find her as “Mrs. John Brown.” For those still trying 
to uncover a given name, document the mention carefully and 
follow up with associated records; hopefully one day her name 
will be revealed.

Finding These Stories & Records
Hopefully you are now inspired to research your female 
ancestors. But you may be asking: Just where do I find these 
types of stories and records? 

Remember, start with what you already have in your 
genealogy records collection. You might be surprised by the 
information you find that is hiding right under your nose.

In my opinion, the best place to find information about 
your female ancestors and their activities is in newspapers. 
The local newspaper printed all kinds of community 
columns and articles about local activities that could have 

mentioned your female ancestors. The trick will be locating 
this information. Most newspapers are not indexed so you 
may have to do some reading to find the information. Look 
for columns or articles that talk about the activities in certain 
communities; I like to call these gossip columns. These types 
of columns will report things like, “Mr. and Mrs. John Brown 
had dinner with Mr. and Mrs. John Smith yesterday” or “Mrs. 
John Brown attended the garden club meeting at the civic hall 
and displayed her prize-winning roses.” 

If you find that a female ancestor was involved in a local 
volunteer group, club, or civic organization, see if those 
groups are still around and contact them to find out if they 
have any type of archives or record collections they allow 
the public to view. Maybe some of the members actually 
remember your female relative and can tell you something 
they remember about her. Check with the local archives, 
historical society, genealogical society, and library to see if 
they have any records on these groups that can be searched. 
They could contain membership lists, scrapbooks, or other 
records that could list your female ancestor’s involvement. 

Your Female Ancestors Are Important
We all research the male ancestors in our family to find the 
next generation and to see just how far back we can get. 
Researching your female ancestors can give you the same 
satisfaction. Remember, you are directly related to her 
parents, her grandparents, her great-grandparents, and so 
on. Her ancestry could hold as much information as the 
males in your family, if not more. Try to research your female 
ancestors with the same goals in mind that you have with 
your male ancestors. You might be surprised at what you 
find. Female ancestors have a story to tell. Who’s going to tell 
it? Hopefully you!

Melissa Barker is a Certified Archives 
Records Manager currently working as 
the Houston County, Tennessee archivist 
since 2010. She is also a professional 
genealogist lecturing, teaching, and 
writing about the genealogy research 
process, researching in archives, and 
records preservation. She conducts 
virtual webinar presentations all across 
the United States for genealogical and 
historical societies. She writes a popular 

blog entitled A Genealogist in the Archives. In 2016, she became 
the Reviews editor for the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
magazine FORUM. She has been researching her own family 
history for the past 26 years.

Connect

Newspaper clipping, Stewart-Houston Times, courtesy of Houston 
County, Tennessee Archives vertical files.
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Creating a strong membership base through your 
society’s education program can be enhanced through 
the creation of special interest groups (SIGs) or small 

study groups. These groups are usually based upon a common 
interest, geographical location, ethnic group, software 
package, study of DNA, or some other focus. SIGs and small 
study groups usually meet at different times, separate from the 
main society meeting, and are generally made up of a small 
fraction of the overall membership. Members of these SIGs 

and small study groups can establish friendships and form 
stronger bonds that will extend outside of the usual bounds of 
the genealogical society.

What Is a SIG?
SIGs (special interest groups) are made up of a group of 
people who have a shared common interest such as DNA 
research, New England research, Mayflower descendants, 
Legacy software users, writing, or many other specific 

Form Strong 
Membership  
Bonds Using  

SIGs and Small 
Study Groups

By Cari A. Taplin, CG
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interests. The SIGs’ focus on a specific topic can allow 
participants to get an in-depth education on that topic. SIGs 
may have a specified monthly meeting topic or idea for a 
round table discussion.

SIGs can also contain a workshop aspect to them. 
Members can bring their specific problems to the group to get 
community help on their issue. For example, “brick wall” SIGs 
can be an excellent place to get more insight into a research 
problem. I had been working on one particular research 
problem for many years. I did not feel that I had enough 
evidence to determine a woman’s maiden name. I decided to 
turn the problem over to my local society’s brick wall group 
for some community collaboration. One of the members 
found an extra piece of indirect evidence that I had not yet 
realized, adding another piece to the puzzle.

What Is a Small Study Group?
A small study group tends to form from people who have 
an interest in individually studying the same thing and then 
having a group discussion about what was learned. These 
groups could study books such as Professional Genealogy, 
Mastering Genealogical Proof, The Researcher’s Guide to 
American Genealogy, or articles from scholarly journals such 
as the National Genealogical Society Quarterly (NGSQ), The 
American Genealogist, or The Register. Other small study groups 
might consist of persons with a common interest in becoming a 
Certified Genealogist® or an Accredited Genealogist.

Small study groups will have an agreed upon assignment, 
such as reading a particular article or chapter in a book. There 
may be designated homework assignments. One group I was 
involved in discussed NGSQ articles. Each person was to 
bring answers to the following questions:

• What were three new things you learned from 
reading this article?

• What were three things that confused you or you 
didn’t understand?

• Describe the structure of this article (building blocks, 
syllogisms, answer first, answer last, or other).

Your group could decide on a whole different set of questions. 
Perhaps your group would like to bring in practical examples 
of a chapter the group reads. For example, online ProGen study 
groups read various chapters out of Professional Genealogy 
each month and then submit an assignment pertaining to 
that chapter: write your own genealogy education plan, write 
a proof argument, write a research report, etc. This type of 

study group system could be undertaken at a local society level 
and with any number of excellent genealogy education books 
available as source material.

How Are SIGs and Small Study Groups Different?
These two group types might seem very similar, and they 
are in many ways. However, they differ in how the group 
functions. While both might have a “leader,” one who 
organizes the meeting locations, sends reminder e-mails, 
manages a Facebook page, or other logistics, the SIG is more 

likely to have a “resident expert,” that one person (or several) 
who knows the most about the topic and is able to answer 
most of the questions that arise. They might also bring a 
prepared presentation or organize a special guest lecturer.

The small study group may have a leader as well, but 
the premise of these groups is to study material together 
collaboratively, implying that no one is necessarily more of 
an “expert” than the others. You may find varying degrees 
of experience in these groups, and the more advanced or 
experienced members may naturally become mentors of 
the group. However, unless it was started that way in the 
beginning, their primary role is to study right along with 
everyone else.

These two types of groups may also differ in how long 
they operate. A small study group might only last for as long 
as there are chapters in the book they are studying. This may 
not apply to study groups studying articles in journals, but for 
groups that began to study an agreed upon text, there is either 
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an end or they might agree on another text to study. SIGs, 
on the other hand, will last for as long as there are interested 
members and “experts” who are willing to lead the group.

Things to Consider When Setting up a SIG or 
Small Study Group
Anyone can start a SIG or small study group. If you are not 
on your society’s education committee, I would approach the 
education committee or the board with your idea first. You 
will want to have the board’s cooperation when advertising 
the group on the society website, newsletter, or Facebook 
page; finding other interested members; coordinating meeting 
space if necessary; and making announcements at the general 
meetings. A common way to begin a SIG or small study group 
is to pass a clipboard around at meetings and collect a list of 
people who are interested in joining. 

If you don’t get a lot of members signing up at first, don’t 
worry; groups with small numbers can sometimes be the 
most effective. Some of the best relationships and educational 
plans happen with just a few people and there is less planning 
overhead. You can create “buzz” about your group by taking 
“field trips” to libraries and archives, coffee shops (if you are 
a writing group), or some other location your group might 
benefit from visiting. Take a lot of photos, post them on the 
society’s social media pages, write up small articles for your 
society’s newsletter (with a photo), and show off how much 
fun your group is having. Others will join.

You will want to also consider the following:

• Who will be organizing the group (taking care of the 
logistics such as meeting space, e-mail reminders, etc)?

• Who will be leading discussions or is willing to be the 
“expert”?

• How big will the initial group be? What type of 
meeting space will be required?

• Issues of format will need to be determined: time, 
duration, “homework,” or pre-reading.

Not all societies are created equal or have the same 
interests among their members. If you are on the education 
committee, you may have some idea of what kind of group(s) 
your society could benefit from the most. If you don’t, 
consider giving your membership a survey asking them about 
topics they would like to discuss more in depth. Surveys can 
be done at a meeting by passing around slips of paper with a 
checklist or a write-in vote and collecting them as attendees 
walk out the door, or they can be distributed electronically 
through the use of a free online service such as Survey 
Monkey (http://surveymonkey.com). From the topics the 
membership indicates to be of interest, you can probably 
categorize them into a SIGs or small study group.

Conclusion
Beyond the educational opportunities one receives from 
participation in a SIG or small study group, these groups 
encourage members of the society to interact more closely 
than the regular monthly meeting generally allows. When 
members of any group have the opportunity to form strong 
bonds with each other, they are more likely to become long-
term members of the society, volunteering their time when 
needed, and even filling positions on the board. 

A healthy, functioning society creates many opportunities 
for its members to bond and thrive. SIGs and small study 
groups can be a part of your society’s plan for strength in 
membership. Build that strength to ensure your society is 
vibrant for many years to come. 

Editor’s Note: In the next issue of FORUM, Denise Barrett Olson 
will show us how to create SIGs that can be conducted online using 
WordPress.

Cari A. Taplin, CG, owner of 
GenealogyPANTS, lives near Austin, 
Texas, and provides speaking, research, 
and consultation services. She currently 
serves on the boards of the Association 
of Professional Genealogists and the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies. 
A state and regional speaker since 
2004, Cari focuses on Midwestern 
states, methodology, and researching 
family legends.

Connect
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New! EVIDENCE EXPLAINED: 
Citing History Sources from Artifacts 
to Cyberspace. Third Edition. Elizabeth 
Shown Mills. 892 pp., illus., indexed, 
hardcover. 2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2017-5. 
$59.95 
This new edition is the definitive guide 
to the citation and analysis of historical 
sources. Like previous editions it explains 
citation principles for both traditional and 
nontraditional sources; includes more 

than 1,000 citation models for virtually every source type; and 
shows readers where to go to find their sources and how to de-
scribe and evaluate them. It contains many new citation models, 
updates to websites, and descriptions and evaluations of numer-
ous contemporary materials not included in earlier editions. In 
particular, researchers can make use of a new QuickStart Guide, 
expanded coverage for genetic citations (the hottest new topic 
in genealogical research), expanded coverage of layered cita-
tions, the latest concepts in evidence analysis, coverage of the 
latest media and delivery systems, and an expanded glossary.

POLISH ROOTS. Second Edition. 
Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 pp., maps, indexed, 
paper. 2014. ISBN 978-0-8063-2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original Pol-
ish Roots in 1993, the Internet has made 
the task of locating Polish ancestors much 
easier, as more information and images are 
made available online. In addition, there 
has been a marked rise in interest in geneal-
ogy in Poland, resulting in a great increase 

in the number of Polish genealogical societies available and the 
amount of helpful information disseminated. This second edi-
tion addresses these exciting developments, with a new Intro-
duction, four new chapters, several new maps and charts, and 
numerous updates throughout the original text.

IN SEARCH OF YOUR GERMAN 
ROOTS. A Complete Guide to Tracing Your 
Ancestors in the German Areas of Europe. 
Fifth Edition. Angus Baxter. 138 pp., paper. 
2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2011-3. $19.95
This guide is designed to help you trace 
your German ancestry, not only in Germany 
but in all the German-speaking areas of Eu-
rope, from the Baltic to the Crimea, from 
the Czech Republic to Belgium. It shows 

you how to conduct your research from your computer, using a 
variety of online resources, and also points you to the most use-
ful repositories of records abroad. This fifth edition highlights 
all of the recent developments—new facilities, new websites, 
newly available records—that have made German family his-
tory research immeasurably easier. 

HISTORIC GERMAN NEWSPAPERS 
ONLINE. Ernest Thode. 234 pp., paper. 2015. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-2005-2. $24.95
Most of the newspapers cited here are from 
Germany and the former Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, though there are papers cited here 
from as far afield as China and Oklahoma. A 
single site hosted by the Austrian National 
Library, for example, has digitized millions 
of pages in hundreds of titles from Austro-
Hungary. Hundreds of other websites are hosted by libraries, 
universities, museums, and institutions, many with English lan-
guage interfaces.

The genealogical information you can find in these newspa-
pers is almost limitless. It includes notices of births, marriages 
and deaths from civil registrations, baptisms and wedding an-
nouncements from churches, intentions to emigrate, trade news, 
lists of pupils, appointments to office, promotions, transfers, re-
tirements, deaths, estate sales, lists of hotel guests, and a multi-
tude of everyday notices. You’ll be amazed at the range of infor-
mation available to you online in German-language newspapers.

THE ULTIMATE SEARCH BOOK: U.S. 
Adoption, Genealogy & Other Search 
Secrets. Lori Carangelo. 8½" x 11".  
92 pp., illus., indexed, paper. 2015.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5729-4. $19.95
This is a completely up-to-date exposition 
of Lori Carangelo’s mastery in finding ad-
opted children, missing relatives, runaway 
children, and others that she has cultivated 
over her adult lifetime. The director of the 
organization Americans for Open Records, Carangelo explains 
(1) just how search experts get past the wall of secrecy and road-
blocks to their loved ones; (2) how, in the case of adoptees, they 
find someone without a prior knowledge of the name; and (3) the 
trade secrets of both professional investigators and amateur sleuths 
for legally circumventing roadblocks to accessing information. 
She discusses numerous record categories that figure in the dis-
covery process, including court dockets, adoption decrees, hospital 
records, baptismal certificates, DMV records, Social Security re-
cords, DNA testing, voter registrations, telephone records, military 
records, divorces, tax records, and much more.

SUSTAINABLE GENEALOGY: 
Separating Fact from Fiction in Family 
Legends. Richard Hite. 126 pp., illus., paper. 
2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-1982-7. $18.95
This work explains how to avoid the traps 
many family historians can fall into. Wheth-
er it’s a proud family legend, a venerable 
publication, or the claims of an Internet 
family tree, the unsubstantiated genealogi-
cal source won’t stand up. Taking “heed of 
the cautions cited and putting into practice 
the lessons learned in this book will make you all much better 
family historians and ensure that your genealogical legacy will 
be one to be trusted.”

Postage & handling: One book $5.50; each additional book 
$2.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax. 

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Call toll-free 1-800-296-6687  FAX 410-752-8492  WEBSITE: www.genealogical.com
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By Linda McCauley

A Look Back 
at FGS 2016

The Federation of Genealogical Societies returned to the state where it was 
founded to celebrate its 40th anniversary. The 2016 national conference Time 
Travel: Centuries of Memories was held August 31–September 3 at the Prairie 

Capital Convention Center in Springfield, Illinois. Attendees enjoyed four days of 
lectures, luncheons, evening events, shopping, and networking. 

FGS board members, Curt Witcher, Teri Flack, and Ed Donakey, started off Focus 
on Societies Day with a plenary session titled “To Survive and Thrive: Successfully 
Embracing Change.” Throughout the day, discussion groups led by FGS board members 
on topics including program ideas, technology, and project ideas, were mixed with 
lectures on topics related to society management. The FGS luncheon allowed time for 
society leaders to give a shout-out about the exciting projects and activities their societies 
are doing.

On Wednesday evening the Illinois State Genealogical Society (conference local 
host) and the Illinois State Historical Society co-hosted “Farms & Families: Across the 
Decades.” Attendees enjoyed browsing the displays around the room, which featured 
Illinois farms, families, and agriculture. 

Attendees enjoyed Wednesday’s FGS lunchon and participated in the Society Shout-out. Bottom right: Attendees took part in the Wednesday evening social 
event “Farms & Families: Across the Decades.”
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Thursday morning’s keynote session packed awards, a 
stunning announcement, and a unique presentation into 90 
minutes everyone in attendance will remember for a long, 
long time. 

The Awards: FGS Awards Committee Chair Paula Stuart-
Warren presented several awards recognizing contributions to 
societies and the genealogy community: 

• Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern Humanitarian Award to 
Loretto “Lou” Szucs for being a constant supporter 
and visionary for the genealogical community. 

• Director’s Award to Judy G. Russell for her role in 
raising awareness and funds for the Preserve the 
Pensions Project.

• Presidential Citation to Mike Hall for his constant 
dedication and support of FGS’ Preserve the Pensions 
project.

• Presidential Citation to Julie Cahill Tarr for enriching 
FORUM’s readers with dynamic new content and 
resources as FGS FORUM editor. 

• Award of Merit to John Fisher from Vermont for 
outstanding service to FGS member society, the 
Vermont French-Canadian Genealogical Society.

• Certificate of Appreciation to Phyllis Snider from 
Illinois for her work in promoting genealogy for and 
with the Ilana Genealogical and Historical Society.

• Technology Advances Award to the International 
Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG) Wiki 
recognizing their impact on the genealogy 
community with promotion and education of genetic 
genealogy and advocacy for genetics as a tool for 
genealogical research.

• Technology Advances Award to JSTOR (Journal 
Storage) for their impact on the family history 
community by providing access to more than 2,300 
digitized academic journals.

• Awards of Merit to 2016 conference committee 
chairs Paul Milner, Teri Flack, Caroline Pointer, Ed 
Donakey, Julie Cahill Tarr, Jane Haldeman, Cindy 
Foreman, and Laura Kovarik.

• Certificates of Appreciation to 2016 conference 
committee chairs and members Diane Gagel, David 
McDonald, Jane Van Tour, Joan Kitchen Murray, 
Sara Taylor, Jackie Lyell, Dawn Carey Henry, Linda 
McCauley, Rollie Littlewood, Stephanie Carbonetti, 
Pat Rand, Shellee Morehead, Lynda Keenan, Howard 
Manthei, Angela McGee, and Donna Hartwig.

FGS President D. Joshua Taylor announced a new award, 
the “Lou D. Szucs Service Award.” As a founding leader of 
FGS, Lou has represented FGS in some capacity for most of 
its 40-year history. This award will be presented in the future 
to recognize contributions of an individual whose positive 
personal influence and extraordinary service to FGS and the 
genealogy industry has gone above and beyond the norm. 

During Thursday morning’s 
Keynote Session, FGS President 
D. Joshua Taylor presented 
awards to Loretto “Lou” Szucs 
(top left), Judy G. Russell (top 
right), and Julie Cahill Tarr 
(bottom right).

At the Keynote Session, FGS President D. Joshua Taylor (middle), 
Preserve the Pensions Chair Curt B. Witcher (left), and FGS 
Director David E. Rencher (right) announced that the Preserve the 
Pensions project is “paid in full”!
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The Announcement: The Preserve the Pensions Project 
is fully funded after FGS received a $500,000 anonymous 
donation as the conference was getting started. (See “Preserve 
the Pensions Project Fully Funded on page 25.) 

The Presentation: J. Mark Lowe, Mary Tedesco, and 
CeCe Moore time traveled from 1896 to 2050 to give the 
audience a look at the past, present, and future. Mark 
portrayed Robert Wilson Patterson, Chicago Tribune 
business manager, who reminded us that you can’t believe 
everything you hear but you can believe everything you read 
in the Tribune. Mary played herself in the minutes before 
Y2K waiting for everything to malfunction and getting a 
look at genealogy in 2016 when her e-mail account jumped 
ahead 16 years. CeCe gave us a look at DNA testing in 2050 
with capabilities such as extracting DNA with a laser and 
immediate processing that includes creating an interactive 
computer version of an ancestor who can answer questions. 
(Who hasn’t dreamed of that?)

Following the keynote session, the exhibit hall opened 
for business. Vendor Bucks and Exhibit Hall Passports gave 
exhibitors a boost in traffic and business over the run of the 
conference. Each attendee received $10 in Vendor Bucks, 
which could be exchanged for $10 in cash after a purchase 
worth $10 or more. Passports encouraged attendees to visit 
exhibitors to learn about their products and services in return 
for a chance to win prizes on Saturday afternoon. 

The rest of the day Thursday and all day Friday and 
Saturday were filled with lectures and workshops covering 
migration, military, regional research, skills, DNA, British 
Isles & Commonwealth, and more. Nine luncheons were 
sponsored by various organizations, each featuring well-
known speakers. Thursday evening’s event, billed as a Meet 
and Greet, gave attendees an opportunity to get to know other 
folks over dinner. 

Friday night’s FGS 40th Anniversary Gala was not the 
normal conference banquet. J. Mark Lowe was the emcee for 

The Keynote Session’s main event, “Genealogy Past, Present & 
Future” was a delight with Mary Tedesco (left), CeCe Moore 
(middle), and J. Mark Lowe (right) all in character. Attendees explored the Exhibit Hall.

17   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 28, Issue 3  •  Fall 2016

A Look Back at FGS 2016

Back to TOC



FGS Quest as eight-person teams competed for over $27,000 
in prizes. Josh Taylor, David Rencher, and Curt Witcher acted 
as judges with final say on a quest when needed. Prizes were 
awarded to six teams, with the first place team winning a gift 
bag that included a 2017 conference package (registration, 
four-night hotel stay, luncheons, and evening events), a 
2018 conference registration, and one-year subscriptions to 
Ancestry, MyHeritage, and Findmypast.  

Another successful FGS conference is now in the books 
and planning has already started for the 2017 conference. 
Make plans today to join us next year in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, August 30–September 2. Hotel reservations are 
open at the Westin Convention Center and Omni William 
Penn Hotel Visit http://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=134 to learn 
more or to reserve your room today. Details about the 
program and events will be coming early next year. 

Linda McCauley serves FGS as secretary, Publications 
Committee chair, and 2017 National Conference Committee 
chair. Linda lives in Kentucky and has been a genealogist for 
14 years.

*All photos courtesy of Linda McCauley and Caroline Pointer.

Save the Date!

FGS delegates stopped at the FGS booth for a photo with Abraham 
Lincoln.

Attendees celebrated FGS’s 40th anniversary at Friday night’s Gala. 
Several guests walked away with fabulous prizes.

See pages 
51 and 52 
for more 
details!
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Genealogists tend to be solitary creatures, spending 
hours alone researching, writing, and hiding out 
in libraries and courthouses. Society meetings 

and conferences provide much-needed camaraderie and 
networking opportunities, however not everyone can get out 
to a meeting or afford to travel to a conference. 

Over the past few years, the use of video has dramatically 
changed the way we share content and communicate with 
others. Until recently, video was created by those who could 

afford expensive equipment and had the time and expertise 
to edit and upload their work. But thanks to new live 
streaming applications—and their convenient integration with 
social networking—it is now easier than ever to bring your 
genealogical society to your members.

What is Live Streaming?
“Live streaming” is the term for broadcasting real-time, live 
video, using a computer, smartphone, or tablet, to an audience 

By Elizabeth Swanay-O’Neal

Up 
Periscope
Mobile Live 
Streaming 
for Your 
Society
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accessing the feed over the Internet. Viewers often interact 
with the broadcast by using text chat, Twitter, Facebook 
comments, or by giving “hearts” and “props.”

The concept of live streaming is certainly not new, but 
it has evolved a great deal in a very short time. Back in 2011 
(which now seems like ages ago), Google was the first to 
deliver live streaming to the public with its popular Hangouts 
on Air. Unlike Google’s Hangouts—in which chatters can 
only talk to each other—Hangouts on Air let up to ten people 
chat live for a public audience, and when the broadcast is 
over, it can be saved as a video to the organizer’s YouTube 
channel. This has been great fun, but Hangouts on Air are not 
mobile, and are limited to people talking from behind their 
computers.

Enter mobile live streaming, which gives you the ability to 
share what you are doing right now, wherever you are. All you 
need to get started is a smartphone or tablet and a free app. 
Many genealogists—including DearMYRTLE, Lisa Louise 
Cooke, and Amy Johnson Crow—are already “streaming” on a 
regular basis, and now you can too!

Which Type of Live Streaming is Right for You?
There are many reasons to add live streaming video to your 
social media profile. Perhaps your society has been wanting 
to offer webinars, but cannot afford the expensive software. 
Maybe you would like to share your meetings live, or 
interview a speaker or author. Or perhaps you would like to 
let the world know about a project you have completed or give 
a tour of your library. 

Live streaming video can do all of this—for free!

The technology of live streaming is rapidly changing. 
There are many different platforms from which to choose, and 
the following are just a few suggestions. Please note that this is 
not meant to be a complete guide to live streaming, but rather 
an overview the most popular and useful apps available at the 
time of this writing.

1. Facebook Live (free; iOS and Android)

What is it? A real-time video stream that appears in the news 
feed of your Facebook group, page, or timeline.

What is it used for? Facebook Live videos are great for 
letting people see what is going on around you, such as a 
society meeting or conference, or for live demonstrations and 
interviews. Viewers interact via text comments and “likes.”

Although somewhat new to the streaming scene, Facebook 
Live has become extremely popular, and is used by everyone 
from celebrities to the lady giggling about her Chewbacca 

mask. Facebook Live is very easy to use: simply log into 
your Facebook account with your mobile device; select the 
profile, group, or page from which you wish to broadcast; 
click Status and then the Go Live icon. If posting to your 
personal timeline, you can choose whether your stream will 
be public or friends only. Add a description of your broadcast 
so viewers will want to watch, and then click the blue 
Continue button to start streaming. Several colorful filters 

Screenshot of Facebook Live video that is now archived on Amy Johnson Crow’s Facebook page.
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are available to liven up your stream, and 
you can write or draw on the screen to 
add emphasis. Since the broadcast size is 
square, it does not matter if your device is 
in landscape or portrait mode. When you 
finish broadcasting, your live stream will 
be automatically saved to your Facebook 
timeline.

If your society already has a Facebook 
page or group with a good-sized following, 
this may be the right option for you. 
Viewers must have a Facebook account 
in order to watch your stream, but with 
over 1.6 billion Facebook users worldwide, 
chances are good that most of your 
members already have one. As of this 
writing, Facebook Live will soon begin 
allowing two-person broadcasts—two 
people in different locations streaming 
at the same time—a feature that will 
be perfect for doing remote interviews. 
Also coming soon is a “waiting room,” 
where viewers can hang out before your 
broadcast begins, ensuring that you will 
have a full audience when you go live.

2. Periscope (free; iOS and Android)

What is it? A stand-alone app that streams 
real-time video.

What is it used for? Like Facebook Live, 
Periscope videos are useful for showing 
what’s happening around you, as well as 
for live demonstrations and interviews. 
Viewers interact via text comments or by 
tapping the screen to give “hearts.”

Prior to the arrival of Facebook Live, 
Twitter-owned Periscope was the most 
popular app for live streaming. Periscope 
is easy to use, but may require a little 
practice before you feel comfortable with 
it. Once you have downloaded the free 
app, log in with your Twitter account or 
phone number to get started. Click on the 
Camera icon to enable your camera and 

Top: Screenshot of Facebook Live before you go live (left) and after going live (right).

Bottom: Screenshot of Periscope before you go live (left) and after going live (right).
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microphone, then touch the red Start Broadcast button 
to begin “scoping.” Periscope supports streaming in both 
landscape and portrait modes. 

Once you begin broadcasting, your Periscope followers 
will receive a notification that you are live. Viewers can watch 
your broadcast from within the Periscope app, from their 
Twitter feed (if enabled), or from your Periscope account page 
using a browser. Completed streams will be saved to your 
Periscope account, but you can also auto-save them to your 
mobile device’s camera roll—assuming you have enough free 
space to do so—and upload them to your YouTube account, 
Facebook page, or society website.

3. YouTube Mobile Live Streaming (coming soon)
While not yet available at the time of this writing, Google is 
poised to begin delivering mobile live streaming through its 
popular YouTube app. YouTube already offers a form of live 
streaming—which recently replaced the popular Hangouts on 
Air—although it is not mobile, nor is it easy to use. However, 
the new YouTube Mobile Live Streaming will be “baked right 

into the core YouTube mobile app.” You will simply hit the 
red Capture button to begin your broadcast, and when 
your stream is concluded, it will automatically appear as one 
of the videos on your YouTube channel.

So, why mention it here? Because the name “YouTube” 
has become synonymous with “video.” According to 
YouTube’s own statistics, more than one billion users—
almost one-third of all people on the Internet—are watching 
millions of hours of YouTube videos every day. In fact, your 
society may already have its own YouTube channel. YouTube 
videos do not need to be viewed with a special app, and they 
can be embedded almost anywhere, including most social 
networking sites. Once Google releases YouTube Mobile 
Live Streaming to the masses, it will be important to keep an 
eye on this medium to see how popular it becomes, and how 
many genealogists adopt it as their live streaming platform 
of choice.

Some Considerations Before You Stream
If you plan to incorporate live streaming into your society’s 
social media profile, you will want to take a few things into 
consideration:

• The person doing the streaming should have a good 
quality smartphone or mobile device so the broadcast 
will be of the highest possible quality. 

• Make sure you have a strong signal before 
broadcasting—try to find a location with Wi-Fi or 
4G, if possible. Poor connections result in interrupted 
or dropped broadcasts, and are frustrating for the 
viewer.

• Use a tripod—or, at minimum, a monopod or “selfie 
stick”—to hold the camera steady while you stream. 
You don’t want your viewers to be reaching for the 
Dramamine after your broadcast! 

• You may want to invest in a 
widescreen lens to allow for 
a larger viewing space, 
and a microphone to 
improve the audio 
quality. 

• Write a clear, 
compelling 
title and 

Screenshot of a video Lisa streamed from the FGS 2016 conference 
that appeared in her Twitter feed.
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description of your broadcast before you begin so 
your audience will be interested and want to tune in.

• Whenever possible, advertise your broadcast in 
advance. A quick blog post, tweet, or Facebook 
update will bring in more viewers than just popping 
up unannounced.

• Build your audience by creating an interesting profile, 
as well as by following other genealogists, watching 
their streams, and offering feedback. 

• Be sure to get consent when including other 
members or speakers in your stream. Some speakers 
may have a “no broadcasting” policy. 

• Get a wider audience by using multiple devices to 
broadcast to different platforms at the same time. For 
example, use your smartphone to stream to Facebook 
Live and your tablet to stream to Periscope. 

• Don’t like to be on camera? Take viewers on a tour of 
your genealogy library, demonstrate a computer tip, 
or show how to make a family history craft. You can 
be engaging without showing your face!

Keep in mind that live streaming platforms are rapidly 
changing, so you will want to stay up to date with what is 
current and popular. Also, as with any form of social media, 
broadcast and/or view at your own risk. Be sure to take care 
with your privacy settings, when applicable.

Conclusion
Recent domestic and world events have brought live 
streaming media to the forefront, causing people to rethink 
how they receive their news and information. Time and 
expensive equipment are no longer required: anyone with a 
mobile device and a free app can broadcast live to thousands 
of viewers. While demographics suggest that live streaming 
is mostly being used by the “younger” generation, people 
of all ages are embracing this medium every day, and many 
genealogists are already live streaming with their followers 
on a regular basis. There is no time like the present for your 
genealogical society to begin reaching out to its members with 
live streaming video!

Elizabeth Swanay-O’Neal is a 
genealogist, freelance writer, educator, 
and web developer, as well as the 
director of marketing and social 
media for Evidentia Software. An avid 
genealogist for almost three decades, 
Elizabeth writes the long-running 
blog Little Bytes of Life, where she 
shares family stories, technology 
and methodology tips, and hosts the 
monthly “Genealogy Blog Party.” 

When not hunting for ancestors, she enjoys testing new software 
and social media platforms to find innovative ways to repurpose 
them for genealogy.

Facebook 
http://facebook.com

Facebook Live Tips + Tricks 
http://live.fb.com/tips

Periscope 
http://periscope.tv

Periscope Help Center 
http://help.periscope.tv

Twitter 
http://twitter.com

YouTube 
http://youtube.com

“We’ll Do It Live—A New Chapter in 
YouTube’s Live Stream” 
http://youtube-creators.googleblog.
com/2016/06/well-do-it-livea-new-chapter-in.
html

Apple App Store (for iOS devices) 
http://appstore.com

Google Play (for Android devices) 
http://play.google.com
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Preserve the Pensions Project 

Fully Funded 

PAID IN FULL

During the Thursday morning keynote session at 
the FGS 2016 national conference, FGS officials 
D. Joshua Taylor, David Rencher, and Curt 

Witcher surprised the crowd with the announcement that 
an anonymous donor contributed $500,000 to the War of 
1812 Preserve the Pensions fundraising project. While the 
magnitude of that was sinking in, attendees learned that wasn’t 
the only big news. The unprecedented donation, which came 
from outside of the genealogical community, will be matched 
by Ancestry.com, and in total will provide $1 million to the 
project. And, that completed fundraising for the project. 

The largest fundraising effort ever initiated for a single 
genealogical record set, Preserve the Pensions involved donations 
from more than 4,000 individuals and 115 genealogical and 

lineage societies. Each donation was generously matched by 
Ancestry.com.

“We are humbled and grateful for the generosity of the 
genealogical community and those outside of our community 
who are dedicated to the preservation of records, thank you!” 
noted FGS President D. Joshua Taylor. “This historic gift, 
in-tandem with the thousands of contributions from individual 
genealogists and societies, illustrates the incredible power 
of the genealogical community—together we can make a 
difference.”

The War of 1812 pensions, among the most frequently 
requested set of materials within the holdings of the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA), had never 
been microfilmed or digitized. Now, with fundraising 
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complete for the project, and with ongoing cooperation from the 
project’s partners and major supporters, NARA, Ancestry.com, 
Fold3, and FamilySearch, these important documents will be made 
available free forever to the general public. The project, set out to 
raise more than $3 million in 2010, an unprecedented amount 
for the genealogical community.

“It’s gratifying to see the fundraising portion of this 
project completed after five years, and now we look forward 
to ensuring these important records are preserved,” said 
Ancestry.com President and CEO Tim Sullivan. “This is a 

fantastic moment for FGS, the genealogical community, and 
future generations who will benefit from the perseveration of 
these rich pension records. We want to thank the more than 
4,000 individuals who have contributed and are thrilled to 
play a matching role in this campaign.”

FGS was the driving force behind the Civil War Soldiers 
and Sailors project alongside the National Parks Service. Since 
2010, FGS has been actively involved in the Preserve the Pensions 
project, an effort to raise more than $3 million to digitize and 
make freely available the pension files from the War of 1812.

Curt Witcher, D. Joshua Taylor, and David Rencher making the announcement.
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Ethics & Standards

It is one of the most-copied memes 
in the genealogical community. 
You’ll see it, with various graphics, 

on Facebook and Google+, on 
individual websites, and in blogs.

“We are the chosen,” it begins. “In 
each family there is one who seems to be 
called to find ancestors. To put flesh on 
their bones and to make them live again, 
to tell their family story and to feel that 
somehow they know and approve.”

And, the meme continues: “Doing 
genealogy is not a cold gathering of 
facts but, instead, breathing life into all 
who have gone before. We are the story 
tellers of the tribe. All tribes have one. 
We have been called, as it were, by our 
genes.”

It’s a lovely concept. It speaks to the 
heart of what we are and what we do as 
genealogists. And so, we repeat it, often. 
“We are the story tellers of the tribe.”

And, in almost every case, the 
quotation will end with two words. 

“Author: Unknown.”
And that is precisely how we get 

ourselves and our genealogical societies 
and our genealogical publications into 
trouble.

Because the author of those words 
isn’t unknown.

The poem was written by Della 
Maxine (Cummins) Wright, 1922–
2001, then reworked and reworded 

by her granddaughter Della JoAnn 
(McGinnis) Johnson and finally edited 
by Tom Dunn.1

And republishing the poem, 
copying it over and over, without 
attributing it to the authors is a serious 
error, whether it’s by an individual 
genealogist or by a genealogical society. 
It violates the best practices of our field 
of genealogy. It violates the ethical 

standards by which we as genealogists 
aspire to live. And it could even 
violate the law—by not respecting the 
copyright of the authors themselves.

The best practices of the field 
of genealogy, whether we consider 
ourselves professionals or hobbyists, 
call on us to cite our sources. The 
Genealogical Proof Standard requires us 
to provide “complete, accurate citations 
to the source or sources of each 

information item contributing—
directly, indirectly, or 

negatively—to answers 

Judy G.  
Russell

Author: Unknown
By Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures 
on topics ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On 
the faculty of IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist and 
Certified Genealogical Lecturer. Her award-winning blog is at http://legalgenealogist.com.
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Ethics & Standards

about [a given] identity, relationship, 
event, or situation.”2 We provide those 
citations because, among other reasons, 
they “enable others to replicate the steps 
taken to reach a conclusion.”3 Having 
the source information allows everyone 
else to “locate that source” any time it’s 
needed thereafter.4

So we’re not doing our best as 
genealogists—we’re not meeting the 
basic standards of our field—when we 
quote information and don’t say where 
we got it.

The ethical standards by which 
we aspire to act also call on us to cite 
our sources—and in so doing to give 
appropriate credit to the work of those 
who have come before us. The National 
Genealogical Society’s Guidelines 
for Sound Genealogical Research 
advise that: “Remembering always 
that they are engaged in a quest for 
truth, genealogists and family history 
researchers consistently . . . record the 
source for each item of information 
they collect; . . . and acknowledge 
all use of other researchers’ work.”5 
The National Genealogical Society’s 
Guidelines for Sharing Information 
with Others further advise us that 

“genealogists and family historians 
consistently . . . identify the sources 
for all ideas, information, and data 
from others, and the form in which 
they were received, recognizing that 
the unattributed use of another’s 
intellectual work is plagiarism.”6

It’s true that we avoid plagiarism—the 
ethical “sin” of claiming another’s work as 
our own—by making sure that we note 
that someone else wrote this work. But it 
isn’t fair to the authors—it isn’t right—not 
to credit them for their work.

It’s not hard to understand how 
we end up making the mistake of 
not crediting a supposedly unknown 
author. All local genealogical societies 
that publish newsletters or blogs or 
journals are hungry for content, and so 
when we receive a copy of an item from 
a member, we’re often all too anxious 
to go ahead and get it into print. And 
because we’re understaffed, and busy, 
we’re also often all too willing to accept 
that a piece is—as the meme for “We 
are the Chosen” says—by an author 
who is unknown. 

But there can sometimes be 
a terrible price to be paid for that 
oversight, because we still have to worry 

about the last piece of the problem here: 
the problem of copyright. 

Copyright is the protection the 
law gives to an author of an original 
work, like a poem, in the form of 
some exclusive rights for a period of 
time. Perhaps the most important of 
the exclusive rights guaranteed by the 
law is the right to control any copying 
of the work. That right is set out in 
Section 106 of Title 17 of the United 
States Code, which gives the creator 
the exclusive right “to reproduce the 
copyrighted work in copies” and the 
exclusive right “to distribute copies . . . 
of the copyrighted work to the public.”7 
In general, in the United States, an item 
will be protected by copyright for the 
lifetime of the author plus 70 years.8

Della Maxine (Cummins) Wright 
died in 2001. Depending on when and 
where that poem was first published, 
it could very well still be copyright-
protected. That means that in order to 
reproduce the poem in its entirety, we’d 
need the permission of the copyright 
owner. Publishing without permission 
could expose us—individually and as 
societies—to liability for copyright 
infringement.
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Ethics & Standards

That can be ruinously expensive. 
Even putting aside the legal fees 
we might face just trying to defend 
ourselves, there are potential statutory 
damages of as much as $30,000 for 
a single violation—and the amount 
can go as high as $150,000 if a court 
decided that the violation was willful.9 
Adding insult to injury, if we lose a 
copyright case, we might have to pay 
the copyright owner’s legal fees too.10

Now it’s easy to think that this 
won’t ever happen—that no one who 
wrote a poem that speaks so deeply and 
so directly to our hearts as genealogists 
would ever try to sue a genealogical 
society for publishing it, even if we 
did so under the name of “Author: 
Unknown.” And we’d sure be wrong 
about that, as a small genealogical 
society found out recently when it 

digitized its newsletters from years ago 
and the author of the poem “The Dash” 
discovered that it had been republished 
without permission and attribution. The 
initial demand to settle the copyright 
violation ran into the thousands of 
dollars, and the time and expense 
to resolve the matter almost put the 
society out of business.

So there’s a real risk if we don’t take 
the time to try to track down the author 
of a submitted item.

And besides, it’s the right thing to 
do. Finding and crediting the author is 
how we meet genealogical standards, 
live up to our ethical obligations, and 
obey the law.  

Notes
1. See D. J. McGinnis Johnson, Scribe of a 

Kansas History (http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/m/

c/g/Djmj-Mcginnis-Kansas/index.html : accessed 
15 July 2016).  See also “The Chosen,” Nuckolls 
Worldwide Kindred Society (http://freepages.
genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nuck141 : 
accessed 15 July 2016).

2. Board for Certification of Genealogists, 
Genealogy Standards (Nashville, Tennessee: 
Ancestry, 2014), 1.

3. Ibid., 2.

4. Ibid., 6 [Standard 3].

5. National Genealogical Society, Guidelines for 
Sound Genealogical Research (http://ngsgenealogy.
org/galleries/Ref_Researching/Guidelines_
Research2016.pdf : accessed 15 July 2016).

6. National Genealogical Society, Guidelines for 
Sharing Information with Others (http://ngsgenealogy.
org/galleries/Ref_Researching/Guidelines_
SharingInfo2016.pdf : accessed 15 July 2016).

7. 17 U.S.C. §106.

8. 17 U.S.C. §304.

9. 17 U.S.C. §504(c).

10. 17 U.S.C. §505.

Why certify?

Find your answer on the BCG website.

Board for CertiÞcation of Genealogists¨ ● Box 14291 - Dept. F ● Washington, DC 20044
http://www.BCGcertiÞcation.org/certiÞcation/why.html
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Next Generation

All genealogists should be on 
the lookout for the newest 
sources available to prove our 

ancestry. Let’s face it, most of the time 
that lineage book that was published 
around the turn of the twentieth 
century may not cut it anymore. New 
record sets and books are always 
coming available, so we should be on 
the lookout for those that we need to 
update our research.

It is a bit like everything old is new 
again!

For instance, my son pointed me 
in the direction of a new database that 
was coming online for our family. He 
was poking around the Internet and 
stumbled upon it when he was online 
avoiding his chores. It was a record set 
for the county his ancestors are from in 
Washington State and of course it gave 
me some records I didn’t have, as well 
as corrected some misinformation from 
other sources.

As a NextGen mom raising the 
next generation of researchers, it is 
important to me to encourage this 
cross generational exchange. Recently 
my house became a microcosm of 
generational research when my father 
moved in with us. Remember what I 
said, everything old is new again?

Let me tell you, the stories are even 
better now! They are more detailed, 
longer, and my father will even research 
with me. How could I be upset by this? 
His experience in history and research 
is benefiting not only me but my kids as 
well. He is my new live-in repository.

Most importantly we are all 
learning from each other. I am updating 
my files, and dad his. My kids are 
learning new skills and are able to add 
to the conversation. While not every 
moment is a teaching moment I hope I 
am showing both the older generation 
and the younger generation that we all 
can learn something from each other.

Now, back to what this could 
mean for you. Are you and your 

society taking every advantage to mix 
everyone together in ways that will 
enrich their genealogical experiences? 
While NextGen members may want to 
hang with the people nearer their own 
ages most of the time remember that 
all you have to do is ask them to be a 
part of the conversation. Of course, the 
invitation should be reciprocal. The give 
and take of knowledge, record sources, 
new information, tips, tricks, hacks, or 
whatever should be free flowing.

So, go out and start looking over 
your files again. 

Oh, and don’t forget to ask for help 
if you need it,and then pass the new 
knowledge on when you can!

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

Always Look for the Newest 
Sources
By Shannon Combs-Bennett

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology. One 
of her passions is encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy. This 
includes children through adults thanks to the ongoing interest her children show in their family history. 
She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist and is currently the Education chair for 
The NextGen Genealogy Network. Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/tntfamhist.
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Forensic Genealogy

Today, we will explore the 
short history as well as future 
opportunities for educating 

forensic genealogists. It must be noted that 
all forensic genealogists must first become 
proficient in all aspects of genealogical 
research: analysis, methodology, and 
writing. One may learn about the more 
general educational opportunities by 
listening to “The Best Educational Plan 
for You: Sifting Through the Options,” a 
webinar presented by Elissa Scalise Powell, 
CG, CGL on July 21, 2015 for the Board 
for Certification of Genealogists (http://
bcgcertification.org/blog/bcg-webinars).

The types of training that the 
forensic genealogist will benefit from 
depend in part on whether they 
want a narrow or broad forensic 
practice. Those interested in a broad 
forensic practice may consider 
paralegal courses,1 legal research 
for genealogists books2 and classes 
(several genealogical institutes offer 
these), and private detective seminars 
and even licensure.3 Coursework on 
real estate, estates, guardianships, 
immigration and citizenship should be 
taken. Unfortunately, as of this date, 
no comprehensive book on forensic 
genealogy has yet been published. Some 
legal articles have been published on 
forensic genealogy topics, though.4

If a student wishes to limit his or 
her practice to, for example, adoption 
and unknown parentage research, 
they would be well-served by not only 
taking courses in adoption laws and 
procedures, but also taking courses 
in finding the living and genetic 
genealogy. Although traditional 
genealogy may result in finding a 
missing or unknown member of the 
adoption triad (the biological parents, 
adoptive parents and adoptee), most 
modern adoption and unknown 
parentage research cases require the 
application of genetic genealogy.

In March 2009, the first formal 
forensic genealogy class was given as 
a three-week Forensic Genealogical 
Research module as a part of Boston 
University’s Online Genealogical 
Research Certificate Program 
(OGEN200).5 The initial 
subject matter for 
this module was 
prepared by 
one of the early 
leaders in this 
field, Mary 
Ann Boyle, 
PhD, CG, PI. 
This excellent 
introductory 
forensic class 

has been taught by the director of 
BU’s Genealogical Research Program, 
Melinde Lutz Byrne, CG, FASG. When 
asked what the rewards of teaching such 
a forensic genealogy class are, Director 
Byrne stated:

The biggest rewards come from 
exposing students to an enormous 
industry that so few know about. 
The study of identity and kinship as 
it pertains to the law is the oldest 
and most practical application for 
genealogical skills. This is also the 
module where students get to work 
on a case of their own choosing 
and where they must discuss 
ethics to get a passing grade. Many 
are so caught up in the ability to 

Michael S. 
Ramage

Educational Opportunities 
for the Forensic Genealogist
By Michael S. Ramage, JD, CG

Michael S. Ramage is a professional genealogist specializing in forensic genealogy including missing 
and unknown heir research, consulting, and expert testimony. A frequent speaker and published writer, 
Michael is a member and officer of the Board for Certification of Genealogists® Board of Trustees.
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Foresnic Genealogy

solve problems they don’t consider the consequences. Just 
because you can doesn’t mean you should.

The next major offering of courses in this field began 
in March 2012 when the newly formed Council for the 
Advancement of Forensic Genealogy (CAFG) first presented 
its four-day, annual Forensic Genealogy Institute (FGI).6 FGI 
has provided a wide breadth of forensic courses including 
adoption, related business issues including contracts and 
marketing, genetic genealogy, military repatriation, missing 
and unknown heirs, and mineral rights. Importantly, CAFG 
has provided hands-on workshops by a variety of experts in 
the field that provide students insight about real-life work that 
they might not otherwise gain before starting their practice.

This summer, Fundamentals of Forensic Genealogy for the 
21st Century was taught at the Genealogical Research Institute 
of Pittsburgh (GRIP) and is likely to be held there again in 
two years.7 This four-and-a-half-day course provided an early 
summer educational opportunity located in the eastern United 
States. Scheduling and location are always important factors for 
students and this was another learning opportunity to obtain a 
broad background in forensics from experts in the field.

Next January, the Utah Genealogical Association’s Salt 
Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG) will provide a week-long 
course on forensic genealogy entitled The Coaching Lab: 
Forensic Genealogy from Inquiry to Affidavit.8 The announced 
lectures for this course will cover both the academic and 
practical sides of forensic genealogy. The listed instructors 
include many that regularly teach at these forensic institutes 
including: Catherine B. W. Desmarais, CG; Kelvin L. Meyers; 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL; Gerald H. Smith, CG; Amber 
Goodpaster Tauscher; and Bethany Waterbury.

At the end of the day, there is no longer an excuse for those 
interested in forensic genealogy not to take advantage of the 
excellent educational resources that are currently offered but 
did not exist a mere decade ago. So, what are you waiting for?

Notes
1. Several national paralegal associations provide live, webinar, and self-

study courses including: National Association of Legal Associates (NALA) (http://
nala.org/about-nala) and National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA) 
(http://paralegals.org). There are a plethora of paralegal certificate programs 
that may be found by a Google search of the keywords, “paralegal certificate 
programs,” some of which are entirely online.

2. Kay Haviland Freilich and William B. Freilich, Genealogy and the Law: 
A Guide to Legal Sources for the Family Historian (Arlington, Virginia: National 
Genealogical Society, 2014); this is an excellent beginning resource.

3. Some state private detective statutes require those searching for missing 
or living persons to have a private detective license, some do not. See, Landi 
v. Arkules, 172 Ariz. 126, 133-134, 835 P. 2d 458, 465-466 (Ariz. App. 1992) 

(violation of state PI law found). Compare, Estate of Wright, 90 Cal. App. 4th 228, 
108 Cal. Rptr. 2d 572 (2001) (the investigator in that case did not perform the 
work in California so no license was required by law); Morse v Illinois Department 
of Professional Regulation, 316 Ill. App. 3d at 669, 737 N.E.2d 678, 682 (Ill. App. 
Ct., 4th Dist. 2000) (the court left the issue for the legislature to resolve as heir 
searching was deemed half private eye and half genealogy).

4. See, for example, David N. Adler, “Kinship Proceedings, Proving the 
Family Tree,” 77 N.Y. St. B.A.J. 42 (2005); Michael S. Ramage, “Missing and 
Unknown Estate Heir Law Practice and Procedure,” Pennsylvania Bar Association 
Quarterly 76, no. 3 (July 2005): 125 (available in an updated and expanded 
version at http://www.forensicgenealogist.pro/articlepracticaltips.html); and 
Michael S. Ramage, “What Lawyers Need to Know about the Heir-Hunting 
Industry,” The Pennsylvania Lawyer, May/June 2013, 43.

5. Disclosure: The author is the current instructor of the “Genealogy 
Profession” module of OGEN200.

6. CAFG provides details about its institute at http://forensicgenealogists.
org/institute. Next year’s FGI has been scheduled for March 7–9, 2017 in San 
Antonio, Texas. Disclosure: The author has been an instructor at this institute 
since its inception.

7. Information about GRIP and its annual offerings may be found at http://
gripitt.org.

8. You may find the latest SLIG schedule and more at UGA’s website: http://
ugagenealogy.com.

Genealogical societies have

your family history.
resources to help you with

Find aSociety.
FGS.org

Federation of Genealogical Societies
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Beyond Boxes & Binders

Over and over, I hear people 
say, “Oh, I’m just not a writer. 
I don’t know how to do this.” 

But they do! They really do! It just takes 
a little more research—and we all love 
research, don’t we?

It’s the Context that Counts
Let me give you an example of how 
providing just a little background can 
make the bare facts more interesting.

For a number of years, I’ve been 
working on a book about the Quakers 
in Minnesota. (I’m a Quaker and I was 
born and raised in Minnesota, so it’s 
a subject dear to my heart.) The first 
Quakers to arrive in Minnesota were 
William and Catherine Wales. Let’s 
look at two ways we could handle that 
information.

The genealogist’s approach:

William W. Wales was born on 
14 March 1818, in Iredell County, 
North Carolina. On 27 April 1848, 
in Greenfield, Indiana, William 
married Catherine Bundy, who 
was born in Indiana in July 1826. 
Their daughter Mariah was born in 
1849. The Wales family arrived in 
Minnesota on 12 May 1851.

Now, the writer’s approach: 

May is one of the prettiest months 
in Minnesota. The last of the snow 
has finally disappeared, the grass is 
thickening up nicely, and new leaves 
turn the trees into the loveliest 
shade of soft fuzzy green.

It was probably just such a 
lovely spring day when the St. Paul 
stagecoach brought William and 
Catherine Wales to St. Anthony. 
The date was May 12, 1851, and 
the Minnesota Territory, like little 
Mariah Wales in her mother’s 
arms, was just two years old. 
When Catherine stepped out of the 
stagecoach, the hem of her dress 
would have quickly soaked up the 
mud that filled the streets of this 
raw frontier town.

The Wales family had come from 
Henry County, Indiana, traveling 
by stagecoach and canal boat south 
to Cincinnati, then down the Ohio 
River by steamboat. Reaching 
the great Mississippi River, they 
boarded another steamboat and 
traveled upstream to St. Paul, the 
end of river navigation. Finally, 

a stagecoach carried them ten 
miles overland to St. Anthony, a 
tiny new town on the east bank 
of the Mississippi, just above the 
spectacular St. Anthony Falls. 
Within twenty years, tiny St. 
Anthony had become the rapidly 
expanding city of Minneapolis.

Writing this second version 
involved reading a few accounts of 
the early days of white settlement in 
Minnesota. It didn’t take me very long 
to learn something about what life 
would have been like at that time. And 
that’s the key—you want to provide a 
picture for your readers, so that they 
can imagine how things really were.

Use Tools Such as Suspense and 
Foreshadowing
In my column in the previous issue of 
FORUM, I mentioned the murderer 
hiding in my family tree. I wrote a 
shortened version of his story for the 
International Society of Family History 
Writers and Editors (ISFHWE) Family 
History Writing Contest several years 
ago. Here’s how it began:

The last day of Jane Gilbert’s life, 
February 23, 1876, dawned clear 

Linda 
Coffin

How Do I Make My Stories 
Interesting?
By Linda Coffin

After nearly 25 years as a publication and book designer, Linda Coffin founded HistoryCrafters, 
a personal history business, which has published nearly 40 memoirs and family histories. Linda 
is the executive director of the Association of Personal Historians (http://personalhistorians.org), 
whose members around the world work to save stories in book, video, audio, and online formats. 
Linda is a member of several genealogical societies including the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and the International Society of Family History Writers and Editors.
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Beyond Boxes & Binders

and cold. When Jane went to the 
kitchen door, she could see across 
the snowy fields of Medo Township, 
Blue Earth County, Minnesota. 
To the northwest, a lamp twinkled 
in the kitchen of her closest 
neighbor—the man who would 
soon be accused of her murder.

I don’t know about you, but if I 
ran into a story that started that way, I 
would want to know more!

The suspense and foreshadowing 
doesn’t have to be that obvious. It could 
be very simple, such as, “if they had 
known how hard life on the prairie 
was going to be, would they still have 
decided to go?” That opens the door 
to a description of prairie life and its 
challenges.

Describe Everything
In both examples above, the 
descriptions build a scene. We know 
what spring looks like in Minnesota, 
and we can “see” the rough and 
muddy town as the Wales family saw 

it. I could have added descriptions of 
constantly whining sawmills by the 
river and hastily built houses oozing sap 
from uncured wood walls. We shiver 
sympathetically as Jane Gilbert goes to 
the kitchen door on that cold winter 
morning and we can “see” the snowy 
fields stretching out in front of her.

A genealogical purist might say 
that I have no sources to prove that 
Catherine stepped off the stagecoach 
into mud, or that Jane Gilbert got up 
before dawn on the morning of her 
death. And yet, I’m quite sure both of 
those things happened. All the streets of 
St. Anthony were muddy and rutted in 
those early years, and all the farmers of 
Medo Township got up early every day. 

If you do even a small amount of 
background research, you will have 
sources for the descriptions you provide.

Think Broadly When You 
Research
Most genealogists focus on names, 
dates, and places, with the goal of 

finding generational relationships. 
Most of us go directly to the page or 
the chapter that applies to our ancestor. 
Most of us ignore the general histories 
of the area, the recounting of daily 
life, and the memoirs written by other 
people’s ancestors.

And yet, these sources can bring 
richness to our own family histories. 
For instance, a journal kept by a man 
who served in the same regiment 
as our ancestor may never mention 
Great-Grandpa at all. But think of the 
insight that journal could provide about 
Great-Grandpa’s daily life! Similarly, a 
county history might not mention our 
ancestors who lived there. But reading 
that history tells us about the stores 
they would have visited, the politicians 
who were making decisions that 
affected them, and some of the people 
who would have been their neighbors 
and friends. 

When you are ready to write up 
your family history, remember two 
words: context and description.
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Records Access & Preservation

This column aims to keep you up 
to date on preservation efforts, 
as well as issues affecting access 

to records. To submit or examine current 
information about record availability, 
visit the Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) website.

Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC)
Jan Alpert, Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) chair, has 
been working with the Council of 
State Archivists, National Association 
of Government Archives and Records 
Administrators, and Society of 
American Archivists to support their 
newly crafted Joint Statement on Access 
to State and Local Records. The Joint 
Statement coordinates the efforts and 
initiatives of the above-mentioned 
Archivists’ organizations in areas of 
common concern and action. From the 
Society of American Archivists’ website:

[T]he three concerns are: 1) 
coordinating action to address 
public policy and legislative 
concerns for the archives profession, 
2) cooperating on efforts to raise 
awareness of the value of archives, 
and 3) coordinating strategies for 
the preservation of and access to 
archival records throughout the 

United States, its territories, and 
the District of Columbia.

Because genealogists are one of 
the archives’ largest customer groups, 
having well-known genealogical 
organizations support the Joint 
Statement will show additional support 
for the archives’ organizations to 
government entities. The full Joint 
Statement can be found online. The 
RPAC Support of Joint Statement for 
Archivists will be announced shortly.

On June 1, 2016 in the Federal 
Register (The Daily Journal of the 
United States Government), the final 
rule for the Certification Program for 
Access to the Death Master File was 
published. The summary states:

The National Technical 
Information Service (NTIS) 
issues this final rule establishing 
a program through which persons 
may become eligible to obtain 
access to Death Master File 
(DMF) information about an 
individual within three years of that 
individual’s death. This final rule 
supersedes and replaces the interim 
final rule that NTIS promulgated 
following passage of Section 203 of 
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 
to provide immediate and ongoing 

access to persons who qualified 
for temporary certification. The 
program established under this final 
rule contains some changes from the 
proposed rule published by NTIS.

The ruling makes it almost 
impossible for a professional genealogist 
to acquire a recent death certificate 
when doing client work because the 
genealogist needs to become certified 
yearly at a substantial cost. RPAC sent 
representatives to Congress when 
the open meeting was announced to 
share how this program would affect 
the genealogical community. The 
Certification Program will become 
effective November 28, 2016.

States

E
California: Nearly 4,000 
digitized California 
trademark images and 
applications filed with the 

California Secretary of State between 
1861 and 1900 are now available online 
at the California State Archives website. 
Trademark labels include those from 
champagne, cigars, peaches, and patent 
medicines. The project was made 
possible by a grant issued from the 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission.

RPAC News, New Online 
Indexes & More
By Linda McCleary, MLS

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen 
years before her retirement. She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from 
Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records Preservation and Access Committee, and is a 
past director of the Federation.
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V
Michigan: A devastating 
fire completely consumed 
the Oscoa County 
Courthouse in Mio, 

Michigan, last May. No one was injured, 
but the courthouse was completely 
destroyed.

e
New Jersey: The New Jersey 
State Archives has released 
indexes to roughly 445,000 
New Jersey vital records so that 

they will be available for free public 
access at the non-profit Internet Archive. 
These include New Jersey birth index 
1901–1903, New Jersey marriages 
(groom’s Index) 1901–1903, New Jersey 
marriages (bride’s index) 1901–1914, 
and New Jersey death index 1901–1903. 
This is the first time that these records 
have been available to researchers 
outside of the Archives building. The 
actual records can be ordered from the 
New Jersey State Archives.

h
New York: The New 
York City Marriage 
Index 1908–1938 is 
now online at Internet 

Archive for free. Indexes include 
Manhattan 1908–1929; Brooklyn 
1908–1929; Bronx 1914–1929; Queens 
1908–1930; and Staten Island 1908–
1938. Records include the marriage 
application, affidavit, and license from 
the New York City Clerk’s Office.

Just as the New York City marriage 
indexes are being placed online for 
free, it has been learned that the New 
York City Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene has required the New 
York Public Library to return the 
birth indexes post-1909 and death 
indexes post-1948 citing a violation 
of the New York City Health Code. 
Now researchers will have to go to 
the appropriate municipal archives to 
obtain the indexes and records.

p
Tennessee: In time 
to help the National 
Park Service 
commemorate its 

100th anniversary, the National Park 
Service Collections Preservation Center 
has opened adjacent to the Great Smoky 
Mountains Heritage Center, 8440 State 
Highway 73, Townsend, Tennessee. The 
14,000-square-foot facility will house 
over 418,000 artifacts and 1.3 million 
archival records from Andrew Johnson 
National Historic Site, Big South Fork 
National Recreation Area, Cumberland 
Gap National Historical Park, Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, 
and Obed Wild and Scenic River. The 
facility will not display artifacts or be a 
museum, but rather serve as a state-of-
the-art facility for preservation of the 
artifacts. The staff will aid researchers, 
genealogists, historians, and students 

by scheduling research appointments at 
the facility where items can be carefully 
viewed and examined.

The Tennessee State Library and 
Archives presented preservation 
grants to twenty-nine organizations 
in Tennessee amounting to $95,000. 
Various projects will preserve historical 
records and improve the facilities 
where the records are stored. “These 
grant dollars will go a long way toward 
protecting the records stored in our 
local archives,” Rep. Glen Casada 
(R-Franklin) said. “I encourage people 
who want to learn more about our local 
history to visit the archives and see the 
records that are available there.”

w
West Virginia: The West 
Virginia Division of 
Culture and History is 
the depository for vital 

records after the embargo period has 
passed. Death records less than 50 years 
old will not be accessible. A concern is 
that Social Security numbers are on the 
records, so identity theft might be a reason 
for this action. This ruling does not affect 
birth and marriage records searches.

• Society of American Archivists 
http://archivists.org

• Joint Statement on Access to State and Local Records 
http://archivists.org/news/2016/joint-statement-
on-access-to-state-and-local-records

• California State Archives - Trademarks 
http://sos.ca.gov/archives/trademarks

• Internet Archive 
http://archive.org

• New Jersey State Archives - Record Request Forms 
https://wwwnet1.state.nj.us/DOS/Admin/
ArchivesDBPortal/index.aspx

• New York City Marriage Index 1908–1938 
http://archive.org/details/nycmarriageindex

Links Mentioned in This Article

Visit the RPAC website to 
keep up with the  

latest news!
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WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE THIS
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT TOOL
FOR GENEALOGY SOCIETIES.

BECAUSE YOU HELPED
DESIGN IT.

YOU WANT IT TO BE EASY.
You don’t need to know anything special about 
computers to use EasyNetSites. If you can use a 

word processor, �ll out a simple form, and click a 
mouse you have all the necessary skills to create, 

maintain and update your own website.

YOU WANT IT TO BE POWERFUL.
In no time at all you’ll be able to create web pages, 
insert photos and links, operate online databases 
like cemetery lists and library archives, manage 
your membership, send blast emails and much, 

much more — all with point and click ease.

YOU WANT IT TO BE ADAPTABLE.
EasyNetSites is made to be custom-built to your 

speci�c needs. You choose exactly what features you 
want to include. Our built-in editing tools let you 
control the content on every single page. You even 
have control over who has access to certain pages.

YOU WANT IT TO BE AFFORDABLE.
Here’s the best part: you get all this and a beautiful, 
professionally designed website at a price that any 

budget-conscious society can a�ord.
Just listen to what these people have to say:

People just like you from genealogy societies across the nation told us exactly what they wanted in a 
web program... and we listened!

Call 813-269-4455 today for your free, no obligation demonstration.

 “EasyNetSites are spreading across the genealogical community and for good reason. I’ve had nothing 
but great experiences with the company and see a long partnership ahead.”

- George G. Morgan  President, Aha! Seminars, Inc.

 “With ENS we were able to create a professional-looking, highly functional site that is easy to enhance 
and maintain. Plus, we now have a built-in membership management system. Responsive customer 

service and timely system upgrades also have been big bene�ts.”
- Maryland Genealogical Society

http://www.easynetsites.com


Reviews

Those who have New York 
ancestors no doubt understand the 

challenges associated with researching 
them. While there are materials 
out there to assist genealogists with 
researching in New York, there wasn’t 
one resource to cover the all challenges 
statewide—until now. The New York 
Family History Research Guide and 
Gazetteer is the “Red Book” for New 
York, providing numerous details 
guiding genealogists on their journey to 
discover their New York ancestors.

The Guide is presented in two parts. 
The first part contains 17 chapters, 12 
of which are dedicated primarily to 
various record groups. This is where 
readers will discover the idiosyncrasies 
associated with New York records, 
which is necessary in order to 
understand where to look for and how 
to use them for successful research. 
Readers will also discover many gems—
those resources that are under-utilized 
but extremely critical to New York 

research. Some topics covered in these 
chapters include: vital records, probate 
and other court records, military 
records, tax records, business records, 
immigration and naturalization records, 
censuses, and newspapers.

The first chapter in the first part is a 
little unique in that is gives a historical 
overview of New York in the colonial 
era. Chapter 14 discusses New York 
peoples, providing an overview and 
resources related to the many ethnic 
groups associated with New York. 
Similarly, chapter 15 highlights religious 
groups, again with an overview and 
resources related to each.

The final two chapters in the first 
part are also unique. In chapter 16, 
readers will find a plethora of statewide 
repositories, including libraries, 
museums, and even online resource 
providers. Each listing includes contact 
information and an overview of their 
holdings and/or specialties. Chapter 
17 closes out the first part with a list of 

other reference materials that may be of 
use to New York researchers.

Each chapter in the first part 
includes a section called “Selected 
Bibliography and Further Reading,” 
which should not be overlooked. While 
the editors certainly couldn’t provide 
an exhaustive listing, they did a stellar 
job in compiling both common and 
obscure resources that researchers will 
no doubt find helpful.

The second part is arranged 
alphabetically by county. Here, readers 
will find a map of the county, a listing 
of current and historical place names 
(gazetteer), and a listing of repositories 
and resources relevant to the county. 
The gazetteer is quite helpful since it 
gives a list of towns and cities along 
with relevant dates (such as date of 
settlement), previous names (e.g., the 
city of Auburn in Cayuga County was 
settled as Hardenburgh Corners in 1795 
before it became Auburn in 1805), a list 
of villages and settlements within each 

Melissa 
Barker
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New York Research

New York Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer. Edited by Naomi Joshi, et al. Published 
by New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 36 W. 44th St., New York, NY 10036; http://
newyorkfamilyhistory.org; 2015. ISBN 978-0-692-31998-7. x, 840 pp. Bibliographies, charts,  maps, 
place name index, resources. Paperback. $65 (members), $75 (societies/libraries), $85 (non-members).

Reviewed by Julie Cahill Tarr of Waterford, Wisconsin

Civil War, New York, Indiana, 
Organization & More
Melissa Barker, Reviews Editor

If you have a genealogy- or history-related publication or product for review, please contact the FORUM 
managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org. Anyone interested in becoming a reviewer should also contact the 
managing editor.
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town, and important notes. Tip: Be sure 
to read the introduction to the second 
part to understand terminology and 
how to use the gazetteer.

Again, while the editors had to 
be selective in what to include in the 
listing of repositories and resources 
for each county, the basics are always 
provided along with a good collection 
of other places and resources that 
genealogists might find helpful. There 
are online resources listed in the 
county guides, but keep in mind that 

records are continuously being added 
online so this listing, while helpful, 
may be a little dated.

Following the 62 county guides is 
a section for New York City, further 
broken down by borough, and a section 
for Long Island. These sections are 
similarly arranged like the county 
guides, except that a timeline is 
provided for New York City and each 
borough.

The Guide concludes with a place 
name index. This is particularly helpful 

when the county is not known, or 
when trying to find a possible variant 
place name.

Overall, this tome should be in 
the collection of every researcher with 
New York roots. I have roots in the 
eastern and central parts of the state 
and I have already marked up my copy 
and added several items to my to-do 
list. The Guide has certainly restarted 
my research journey through New York 
and given me hope that I may find the 
answers I seek. ■

Biography, History

George Wiedemann Northern Kentucky’s Beer Baron: The Man and His Brewery. By Don Heinrich 
Tolzmann. Published by Little Miami Publishing, PO Box 588, Milford, OH 45150-0588; http://
littlemiamibooks.com; 2015. ISBN 978-1-941083-06-2. 95 pp. Illustrations, index, notes, photographs. 
Paperback. $12.95.

Reviewed by Melissa Barker of Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee

When I started reading this book 
I had no idea who George 

Wiedemann was and I did not realize 
the history of beer was so deeply rooted 
in our collective history. By the time I 
had finished the book, I felt I had gotten 
a pretty good history lesson of beer 
making and the Wiedemann family in 
Newport, Kentucky.

In the introduction, Tolzmann 
says: “Although brewing began early 
on in the nineteenth century, it did not 
become identified as a German industry 
until the 1850s.” He also says: “Before 
Prohibition, the brewery [George 
Wiedemann] founded in Newport, 
Kentucky, had become the largest 
south of the Ohio River and east of the 
Mississippi River.”

The Wiedemann Brewing 
Company was a family owned business 
that spanned several generations 

of the Wiedemann family. The 
brewery was built in 1888 by brewery 
architect Fredrick W. Wolf of Chicago. 
Interestingly, there were several family 
owned brewing business that were of 
German descent that made their mark 
in the United States including the 
Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company, 
founded by Adolphus Busch and his 
father-in-law Eberhard Anheuser.

Included in chapters 1 and 2 are 
biographies of George Wiedemann, one 
that was written in English and the other 
that was originally written in German. 
Any genealogists doing research on the 
Wiedemann family should take note 
of these two biographies. From them 
we learn that Wiedemann started his 
brewing career at the bottom as a cooper 
at the Franz Eichenlanb’s brewery and 
then worked his way up until he became 
a brew master.

Tolzmann describes the foremost 
German-American beer barons of the 
region as “[coming] from German 
Lutheran families and [becoming] 
members and strong supporters of 
Protestant churches in the area. So an 
additional factor that may explain their 
success is the Protestant work ethic.” 

It was interesting to learn of 
the different kinds of brewed beers 
that Tolzmann describes at the end 
of chapter 2. Most notably Bavarian 
lager beers and Bohemian-style brews 
were discussed in some detail; both 
of which the Wiedemann Brewery 
produced.

After the death of George 
Wiedemann in 1890, his sons Charles 
F. Wiedemann and George Wiedemann 
Jr. moved up into leadership positions 
taking over for their father. Tolzmann 
explains that by 1894 the Wiedemann 
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Brewery was producing more than 
100,000 barrels of beer annually.

With the declaration of World War 
I in April 1917 and the instituting of 
Prohibition in 1920, Germans had a 
hard time of it according to Tolzmann. 
Then soon after came the Great 
Depression. Regarding Prohibition, 
Tolzmann says: “Although breweries 
across the country closed down, many 
never to open again, some tried to 
survive by producing nonalcoholic 
beverages, such as near beer. The 
Wiedemann Brewery took this road 
and produced nonalcoholic beverages, 
as well as alcohol for industrial use.”

After many changes in the 
Wiedemann Brewery from 1933–1988 
and its ups and downs, the demolition 
of the brewery started in 1988 and 
was completed in 1990. Photos of the 
demolition are included in the book.

In chapter 5 Tolzmann explains 
the resurgence in beer making in the 
United States and in 2006 Jon and Betsy 
Newberry decided to resurrect the 
Wiedemann Brewery. Jon Newberry 
learned that the Wiedemann trademark 
that was owned by the Pittsburgh 
Brewing Company had been cancelled 
by the company, so Newberry applied 
for and obtained the trademark, which 

gave them exclusive rights to brew 
beer under the Wiedemann Brewery 
name. Since 2006, Wiedemann’s Special 
Lager Beer has been the best selling 
brew of the newly resurrected company 
of which they produce 1,000 barrels 
annually as of 2015.

This book is full of wonderful 
historical photographs of the 
Wiedemann family and the brewery. At 
the end of each chapter are extensive 
notes by the author.

In these 95 pages of text, the rich 
history of the Wiedemann family and 
their brewery comes alive and adds to 
our collective history. ■

Technology

Mobile Genealogy: How to Use Your Tablet and Smartphone for Family History Research. By Lisa 
Louise Cooke. Published by Genealogy Gems Publications, PO Box 531, Rhome, TX 76078; http://
shopgenealogygems.com; 2016. ISBN 580-0-11434-624-8. 174 pp. Illustrations. Paperback. $19.95.

Reviewed by Elizabeth Swanay-O’Neal of Lompoc, California 

“Did you just buy the most 
expensive email checker 

EVER?!” This quote is from the 
introduction of Lisa Louise Cooke’s 
newest book, Mobile Genealogy: How 
to Use Your Tablet and Smartphone 
for Family History Research, and I will 
admit that I laughed out loud when I 
read it. When I bought my first mobile 
device a few years ago, I honestly 
thought the same thing myself. I had 
wanted to “go mobile” for quite a while, 
but once I plunked down my credit card 
and walked out of the store, I began 
to worry that maybe I had just made a 
very expensive mistake. It was good to 
know that I wasn’t the only person to 
feel that twang of mobile remorse!

Cooke is a well-known podcaster, 
writer, and lecturer, who has been 

sharing her genealogy “gems” for many 
years. Mobile Genealogy actually started 
out as a second edition of her 2012 
book, Turn Your iPad into a Genealogy 
Powerhouse. However, since the iPad 
had changed several times since the 
first book was written—as had mobile 
computing in general—she decided to 
extend the topic to all mobile devices. 
The book is intended for users of 
smartphones and tablets, on both 
Apple (iOS) and Android platforms, 
and includes plenty of illustrations, 
screenshots, and step-by-step 
instructions on how to best use your 
mobile device for genealogy.

Mobile Genealogy is an easy read 
and is organized into four sections. 
The first section details how to get 
started with mobile computing, and 

more specifically, how to get into the 
“tablet mindset.” As Cooke explains, 
mobile computing does not work 
in the same way as your desktop or 
laptop computer, so changing your 
expectations will save you a great deal 
of frustration. She also recommends 
preparing a “genealogy task wish list” 
to help you determine your personal 
mobile genealogy needs, even adding 
a few of her own wish list items as 
suggestions.

The second section is all about 
“apps” (applications), and begins by 
detailing where to find them for your 
specific mobile device, whether iOS 
or Android. Following that are several 
chapters organized by various tasks 
such as browsing the web, note taking, 
file storage and management, and of 
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course, genealogy. In each chapter, 
Cooke suggests some of her favorite 
apps for each task, and includes each 
app’s price, where to find it, and her 
reason for suggesting it. In many cases, 
she also gives detailed explanations 
of how to install the app and use it 
for genealogy. Visual learners will 
appreciate the many in-app screenshots 
and images.

In the third section of the book, 
Cooke discusses how to become 
a mobile “power user,” offering 
various tips and tricks to improve 
your mobile experience. While I 
had already implemented many of 
Cooke’s suggested apps and strategies, 
I did find myself grabbing my mobile 
device several times to add a new 

app or change a setting. I especially 
enjoyed the chapter on remote access 
(connecting your mobile device to 
your home computer), since I had not 
previously taken the time to set that up. 
Truth be told, I may have uttered a little 
squeal of delight upon seeing my PC 
desktop displayed on my smartphone.

The fourth section of the book 
is only one chapter, and is actually 
carried over from Turn Your iPad into 
a Genealogy Powerhouse. It was a bit 
of a sentimental addition, as Cooke 
shares the story of her great-great-
grandmother’s transatlantic journey 
from Germany to America—alone, and 
three months pregnant—in search of 
freedom. This sweet story is meant to 
inspire genealogists to free themselves 

from behind their computers, grab their 
mobile devices, and venture out into 
the world, where the majority of family 
history can still be found.

Mobile Genealogy has something 
for everybody, from “newbies” to 
advanced users. Cooke’s engaging 
personality and enthusiasm for all 
things family history shine through the 
pages, making the book feel less like a 
“how-to,” and more like a conversation 
with an old friend. If you still feel that 
your mobile device is just an expensive 
e-mail checker—or if you just want to 
know what’s new and exciting in the 
world of mobile computing—then you 
will definitely want to take a look at 
Mobile Genealogy. ■

Civil War Research

The 11th Michigan Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War: A History and Roster. By Eric R. Faust. Published 
by McFarland Publishing Co., PO Box 611, Jefferson, NC 28640; http://mcfarlandbooks.com; 2015. 
ISBN 978-1-4766-2282-8. 252 pp. Bibliography, maps, notes, photographs. Paperback. $39.95.

Reviewed by Marc Storch of DeForest, Wisconsin

Coverage of the units who fought 
in the Western theatre of the 

Civil War has always been less than of 
those who served in the Eastern theatre 
of the war. Happily, that is no longer 
the case as many fine authors pull 
those units and their soldiers from the 
forgotten dustbin of history. This work 
by Eric Faust does exactly that for this 
deserving Michigan unit.

Recruited at the start of the war, it 
was deployed to Kentucky where the 
regiment suffered more from disease 
than from enemy bullets as it carried out 
garrison duty behind the lines. Missing 
out on the battle of Perryville, Kentucky, 
the regiment was engaged in its first 

major action at the Battle of Stones River. 
It suffered severely in the battle with a 32 
percent loss in men and officers.

In June 1863 the regiment again 
moved south with the Union Army 
to maneuver the Confederates out of 
Tennessee. The campaign culminated in 
the Battle of Chickamauga in Georgia 
with the 11th again taking a leading 
role in saving the Union Army from 
complete collapse. Caught in the Siege 
of Chattanooga, the regiment was again 
at the front in the attack against Bragg’s 
forces on Missionary Ridge. 

With the coming of 1864, the 
regiment found itself in the campaign 
to take Atlanta, Georgia, and while they 

avoided the deadly actions at Kennesaw 
Mountain, they were engaged at the 
little-known action at Ruff ’s Station 
and then only slightly at the Battle of 
Peachtree Creek. Their luck in avoiding 
the brutal combat of 1864 came to an 
end when ordered to attack at the Battle 
of Utoy Creek. With their three-year 
enlistments almost at an end, it was 
a stirring speech by their Lt. Colonel 
that rallied them to charge across that 
deadly field. With that, the regiment’s 
war was over and they returned home 
to muster out.

Faust has done a very creditable job 
in detailing the history of this fine unit. 
First drawn to the 11th Michigan when 
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he discovered that one of his ancestors 
was in the unit and nominated for the 
Medal of Honor, Faust researched and 
wrote a book on James W. King. Using 
the extensive research done for that 
work, he then wrote a detailed history 
of the unit King so bravely served in. 

The book is well written, drawing 
the reader along on the journey of the 

11th Michigan from raw recruits to 
tried and tested soldiers. By the use 
of contemporary accounts as well as 
primary and secondary sources the 
story is told with detail and clarity. 
Good maps add to the reader’s ability to 
understand the regiment’s movements. 
In addition to the history itself, Faust 
created a regimental roster using not 

only the data normally found in such 
a work but also augmented by the use 
of pension and personal papers, which 
give a depth not often found in many 
regimental rosters.

For those interested in the Western 
campaigns of the Civil War or with 
ancestors in the 11th Michigan, this is a 
book not to be missed. ■

New England Research

Early New England Families 1641–1700, Volume 1. By Alicia Crane Williams. Published by 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, 99 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116; http://
americanancestors.org; 2015. ISBN 978-0-88082-339-5. x, 397 pp. Index, notes. Paperback. $26.36 
(members), $32.95 (non-members).

Reviewed by Dave Robison of Chicopee, Massachusetts

As an avid researcher of the 
families of seventeenth-century 

New England and the descendant of 
numerous lines back to the earliest 
days of Plymouth Colony, I have a 
particularly deep interest in this work. 
Early New England Families 1641–1700, 
Volume 1 represents thousands of 
hours of deep and thorough research 
by Alice Crane Williams who utilizes 
her vast experience not only as a 
professional genealogist, but also 
as the lead genealogist of the Early 
New England Families Study Project. 
She has skillfully consolidated and 
humanized mountains of data vis-à-
vis what we now readily refer to as 
“New England.” And indeed, this entire 
geographical region has nearly always 
been referred to as such given that its 
settlers, by and large, were emigrants 
from England. Later, others from the 
rest of the British Isles and European 
countries arrived, but the English had 
the earliest and strongest foothold. 
After nearly 400 years of history, New 

England specifically is comprised of 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine 
(a part of Massachusetts until 1820), 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and 
the “new comer,” Vermont. Many know 
that Texas was its own republic prior to 
becoming a part of the United States. 
But perhaps few are aware that such was 
the history of the Republic of Vermont 
formed in 1777 and not one of the 13 
original colonies.  In fact, Vermont only 
joined the United States in 1791 as the 
fourteenth state. But that’s another story!

Pedigree charts and family group 
sheets are critical, but concise and 
intimate descriptions of individuals, 
families, occupations, spirituality, 
lifestyles, communities, and every other 
aspect of colonial life are invaluable to 
the serious historian and the dedicated 
genealogist. Virtually every aspect 
of the lives lived by our seventeenth-
century predecessors is clearly set 
out waiting to satisfy our hunger 
to understand the past. Early New 
England Families brings to life the hardy 

folks who began arriving, famously, 
aboard the Mayflower in 1620. More 
arrived in 1621 aboard the Fortune 
in time to provide some support and 
help to continue the establishment of 
Plymouth Colony, who lost nearly half 
of the Mayflower passengers and crew 
during that first harsh winter. Williams 
brings us an illuminating insight into 
how deeply we should all respect what 
our forefathers (and foremothers) 
endured for their religious beliefs and 
commercial goals.

In the introduction to her work, 
Williams describes the format used to 
handle the source material, specifically 
New England Marriages Prior to 1700, 
in what she describes as “Clarence 
Almon Torrey’s massive bibliographic 
index.” Torrey’s work has been a major 
resource for researchers of the hardy 
and brave people of this time period. 
Her book addresses four specific 
problems. First, in spite of the sheer 
volume of books and articles covering 
this period, not all the families have 
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been thoroughly researched and 
documented. Certainly Torrey’s 
marriages can be a great start, but at 50 
years since its publication, an incredible 
amount of data has been uncovered that 
augments older research.

Second, as Williams cautions, “just 
because a statement appears in print 
does not mean it is right or complete.” 
Oh, so true, Ms. Williams! Thus 
Torrey’s work is best described as a 
finding aid rather than an authoritative 
description that would include the level 
of citations that we would expect today.

The third issue is access. For the 
researcher who cannot visit Boston, 
much of the more obscure material 
that would be necessary to conduct 
“thorough and exhaustive research” 
may very well not be accessible.

The fourth and final problem 
addressed concerns the issue of what to 
do once you’ve found the data. Many 
experienced researchers may have 
difficulty consolidating their finds. 
Dozens or even hundreds of bits and 
pieces of data needs to be categorized, 
consolidated, deciphered, and 
interpreted. Then there’s the matter of 
making sense of the entirety of it all.

Thus, Williams’s Early New England 
Families comes to the rescue. Her style 

of presenting the details for each of 
the 50 families covered consists of the 
following:

• Migrations/Residences

• Parentage/Family

• Birth/Baptism

• Death/Burial

• Married

• Land/Property

• Community

• Church

• Military

• Court

• Occupation

• Personal

• Estate

• Children

• Resources

• Commentary

The Great Migration Study Project 
treated everyone who came to New 
England between 1620 and 1640, 
approximately 20,000 individuals. 
Robert Charles Anderson’s The Great 
Migration Directory is considered the 
most complete and accurate accounting 

of that period. Early New England 
Families picks up where Anderson 
left off and is an equally precise work 
detailing the people who established a 
successful foothold in North America.

Keep in mind that although 
volume 1 covers only 50 families, 
it represents many hundreds of 
individuals who married those heads 
of households and produced many 
children who went on to establish 
families of their own. There will 
certainly be other sketches published  
in a forthcoming  second volume.

The exciting news for me 
personally is that Williams has solved 
a number of “missing persons” in 
my own lines in Early New England 
Families. Just one example: My eighth 
great-grandmother’s mother was 
unknown to me until I began this 
review. I easily discovered that Martha 
Hobart’s mother was Elizabeth Elmer, 
who married an individual already 
known to me, Edmund Hobart, a 
weaver, in Hingham, Norfolk, England, 
prior to their arrival in Charlestown, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1633. And 
there are many other elusive mysteries 
that were soon solved thanks to this 
work. She may solve many of your 
mysteries as well. ■

Civil War Research

The Army of Northern Virginia: Organization, Strength, Casualties 1861–1865. By Darrell L. Collins. 
Published by McFarland Publishing Co., PO Box 611, Jefferson, NC 28640; http://mcfarlandbooks.com; 
2015. ISBN 978-0-7861-9997-7. 389 pp. Bibliography, index, notes. Paperback. $49.95.

Reviewed by Marc Storch of DeForest, Wisconsin

Some books are meant to be read 
while others are meant to be used 

to assist in understanding the books we 
read. The Army of Northern Virginia: 
Organization, Strength, Casualties 1861–

1865 belongs to the latter category and 
is well suited for that use.

Often as we read works related to 
the Eastern theatre of the Civil War, we 
find ourselves asking questions such as 

who else was with this regiment, what 
were its losses, and how many men 
filled its ranks at this time? Authors 
vary in how well they help us answer 
those questions, but this work by 
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Collins is a wonderful assistant when 
we need to turn elsewhere for help.

Divided into three main parts, 
we can find the organization reports, 
the present for duty reports, and the 
casualty reports for units that made up 
the Army of Northern Virginia. Using 
the Official Reports as the basis for this 
data, Collins pulls together data that 
is spread across its 128 volumes and 
brings to our fingertips the answers 
related to these three areas. Even online, 
we cannot easily access this data, so 
having this work at hand is a delight.

In the first section is the order of 
battle for each component of the Army 
of Northern Virginia for 1861 to 1865. 
This includes not only the units of the 
main army, but also those of other 
associated units and garrisons that 
contributed to the war effort. An added 
detail is the timelines for commanders 
of units, something that again can be 
an effort to find within the various 
volumes of the Official Records.

The second section, present for 
duty, gives us a table arranged into 
eight columns consisting of: the unit’s 
designation, effective (available for 
duty) officers, effective men, effective 
total, total present (would include 
sick, etc.), present and absent, percent 
present, and guns. 

The last section provides us with 
(when the information is available): the 
unit name, number present, killed in 
action, wounded in action, missing in 
action, total, and the casualty percent 
for each major engagement of the 
war. Realizing that Longstreet’s Corps 
traveled outside the normal theatre 
of operations, data for Chickamauga, 
Lookout Mountain, and Knoxville are 
also made available.

After the three sections is both a 
commander index and a unit index 
as commanders moved to higher (or 
lesser) commands, and units switched 
brigades and divisions. This allows 
easy tracking of individuals and units 

without the tedium of searching that 
would be there without their addition.

Collins is to be complimented on 
the extensive work he did to compile 
this book. While readers will note that 
not all items for each unit is contained 
in every entry (not all units reported 
as frequently as they should have, they 
did not report all data, and much was 
lost with the fall of the Confederacy), 
Collins has scoured the facts that were 
there in an exhaustive manner. So too, 
some will look to other sources (the 
Supplement to the Official Records for 
instance) to ask why those details were 
not also added to this work. Suffice it to 
say that working through 128 volumes 
of the Official Records to create a depth 
and flow of information that was never 
intended by their authors is enough. 
Hard-core researchers can use this book 
as a foundation for their never-ending 
search for more data while the more 
casual researcher and reader will be well 
pleased to have this volume to turn to. ■

Polish Research, Czech Research, Slovak Research

The Family Tree Polish, Czech & Slovak Genealogy Guide: How To Trace Your Family Tree In Eastern 
Europe. By Lisa A. Alzo. Published by Family Tree Books, 10151 Carver Road, Suite 200, Cincinnati, 
OH 45242; http://fwmedia.com; 2016. ISBN 978-1440343278. 240 pp. Appendixes, charts, figures, 
graphs, illustrations, maps, photographs, tables. Paperback. $26.99.

Reviewed by Rosalie Lindberg of Park Ridge, Illinois

In her book’s introduction, Lisa 
Alzo remarks that she hopes 

to reflect the same collaborative 
spirit she has encountered in the 
25 years she has worked with many 
skilled researchers—experts who 
helped her navigate the difficult 
challenges of Eastern European 
genealogical research. After reading 
this book there is no question she has 

learned much and shares the results 
exceptionally well.

The first part of the book addresses 
all the basic subjects genealogists 
are familiar with—gathering the 
information in hand and developing 
a plan to assemble additional material 
needed to identify your immigrant 
ancestors. Several chapters cover 
historical events in Poland and the 

Czech and Slovak Republics. It is this 
perspective that enables you to make 
sense of the variety of facts commonly 
encountered within families and 
highlights its impact on immigrant 
ancestors, the decisions they made, 
and the lives they led.  Also, it explain 
why you are likely to find yourself 
understanding the impact of a variety 
of languages that influenced the words 
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your ancestors spoke and the names they 
used. From this basis you will proceed 
to a better comprehension of the records 
that capture and relate your ancestors 
stories. This applies across the full 
spectrum such as vital records, censuses, 
military information, and even items you 
might not have initially considered such 
as local histories and newspaper. All of 
these records provide a vast collection 
of facts and they can paint an even more 
specific picture of your ancestors. 

As all this information unfolds, 
more websites, contact information, 
and sources and strategies than you 
ever imagined existed are revealed 
fulfilling the author’s offer to share her 
knowledge with other researchers. And 

a seemingly endless source of maps, 
charts, clues, and documents is followed 
by case studies addressing name 
changes, immigrants, and clusters. To 
provide a better understanding, the 
topics are covered individually for the 
three Eastern European countries that 
the book addresses: Poland and the 
Czech & Slovak Republics.

The nine individual appendixes 
are not boring add-ons, but a special 
treasure. Appendixes A, B, and C 
address each of the Eastern European 
languages covered—Polish, Czech, and 
Slovak—and provide their alphabets, 
pronunciation guides, key words, and 
commonly used genealogical terms. But 
there is more! Appendixes D, E, and F 

list archives in both the United States 
and Europe. There are also sample 
letters to request records—in all three 
languages, of course—provided in 
appendix G. The last two appendixes, 
one on “Historical and Genealogical 
Societies” and the other on “Websites 
and Publications,” cover both United 
States and Eastern European locations 
and include website addresses.

If your genealogical research 
includes Poland, or the Czech 
and Slovak Republics, Alzo’s book 
generously shares the wealth of 
knowledge and information she has 
gathered over the years. It may be just 
the key to solving the mysteries of these 
challenging East European ethnicities. ■

Maps, Indiana History

Mapping Indiana: Five Centuries of Treasures from the Indiana Historical Society. By the 
Indiana Historical Society. Published by Indiana Historical Society Press, 450 West Ohio Street, 
Indianapolis, IN 46202; http://indianahistory.org; 2015. ISBN 978-0-87195-277-6. viii, 320 pp. 
Appendix, figures, illustrations, notes. Hardback. $59.95. 

Reviewed by Melissa Barker of Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee

In 2016, the State of Indiana celebrates 
its 200th year of being a state. 

Mapping Indiana has been in the works 
for more than a decade in anticipation 
of this milestone. Maps from archival 
collections of the Indiana Historical 
Society are included in this oversized 
coffee-table-style book. When I say 
oversized, I mean the book measures 17 
by 13 inches and is quite hefty in weight. 
Anyone with any genealogy interest in 
the State of Indiana should consider 
obtaining a copy of this beautiful and 
eye-catching book.

The first map depicted in the 
publication is dated from 1570–1600 
and is an atlas of the Americas. The first 

sections of the book show, with maps 
and text, the evolution of how North 
America developed, and then, in turn, 
how Indiana came into the picture. As 
is stated in the book: “The attribution 
of maps such as this was not, and is not, 
only for their geographical depictions 
but also for their artistic quality.” And 
this is so very true. The artistic quality 
of each and every map is very evident 
and the way that the publishers have 
compiled this book and placed each and 
every map is quite beautiful.

There are maps of the whole world 
including a famous map by Herman 
Moll dating from 1719 and entitled A 
New & Correct Map of the Whole World. 

Also included, A New Map of North 
America by Robert Sayer dated 1773, 
which shows regions of development 
and those areas yet to be explored.

As you read through this massive 
volume, each map that is shown is a 
more-updated map and the whole book 
is arranged chronologically. The maps 
jump off the page, and in several cases 
throughout the book the publisher 
depicts maps in double-page spreads 
that make the maps very easy to read, 
especially the minute details.

An 1801 map of the Northwest 
Territory by Mathew Carey and the 
engraver being William Barker, is 
among the most significant maps 
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in the Indiana Historical Society 
Library’s collection. The first map in 
the publication that depicts Indiana 
as a state doesn’t even come until page 
81 and it’s by John Melish dated 1819, 
just three years after Indiana became 
as state. As you move on from that 
first Indiana map, each map gets more 
detailed and includes more Indiana 
counties. As the maps get more 
detailed, we are shown maps that depict 
street-level views that include street-
by-street mapping. There is even a brief 
review and explanation of the well-
known Sanborn Maps.

In a section entitled “Curators’ 
Choice: Specialized Maps” there are 
specialty maps that include such maps 
as The Eagle Map of the United States, 
1832 by I. W. Moore, Esq.; Overland 

Trail Map, 1890; and Daily Weather 
Map, 1928 just to name a few. These 
specialty maps are unique and show 
facets of the United States and the state 
of Indiana through mapping.

The “Automobile Maps” section 
includes extensive bicycle route maps 
and automobile route maps of Indiana 
including Indiana’s First State Highway 
Map, 1919. In an interesting section titled 
“Bird’s Eye View,” there are some colorful 
panoramic, perspective, and aerial maps 
of Indiana cities such as Indianapolis, 
LaFayette, South Bend, Green Castle, and 
Madison dating from the 1800s. These 
maps are exactly that, a bird’s eye view of 
these well-known cities.

There is a small section of county 
maps that highlights and includes a 
double-page view of Orange County, 

Indiana, in extreme detail. I had wished 
the publisher would have included more 
county maps in this publication, however, 
it is quite possible there were not many 
housed in the Indiana Historical Society 
collection of this time period.

Other notable sections toward the 
end of the book are: “Geographical 
Maps,” “Indiana’s First Century Maps,” 
“Early Indianapolis Maps,” “Native 
Americans in Indiana Maps,” “Political 
Maps of Indiana,” ‘Postal Routes & 
Airport Maps,” “Railroad, Electric 
Railroad & Trolley Maps.”

This work is more for the visual 
maps that are contained in its pages 
than for the relatively small amount of 
text. If someone has ancestry or deep 
roots in Indiana, this book would be 
highly recommended. ■

Historical Nonfiction, Texas History

The Midnight Assassin: Panic, Scandal, and the Hunt for America’s First Serial Killer. By Skip Hollandsworth. 
Published by Henry Holt and Co., 175 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10010; http://henryholt.com; 2015. ISBN 
978-0-8050-9767-2. 321 pp. Bibliography, index, notes/resources, photographs. Hardcover. $30.00.

Reviewed by Julie Cahill Tarr of Waterford, Wisconsin

For nearly a year in the mid-1880s, 
the “midnight assassin” tormented 

the city of Austin, Texas. This lesser-
known crime spree may very well 
be America’s first encounter with a 
serial killer. For over a decade, Skip 
Hollandsworth, a journalist for Texas 
Monthly, combed through historical 
records in an attempt to piece together 
the story of the midnight assassin 
and perhaps untangle the mystery 
to determine a plausible motive and 
maybe even the identity of the killer. 
The result of his painstaking research 
is a true-crime, nonfiction work The 
Midnight Assassin: Panic, Scandal, 

and the Hunt for America’s First Serial 
Killer, which is a detailed accounting 
of the events that took place between 
December 31, 1884 and December 24, 
1885 in Austin, Texas.

The murders took place during 
a time when Austin was starting 
to prosper. It all began in the early 
morning hours of New Year’s Eve 
day in 1884, when Mollie Smith, 
a black servant girl, was brutally 
murdered and mutilated. Similar 
horrific murders occurred for nearly 
a year; all black servant women. But 
by Christmas Eve 1885, the murderer 
turned to prominent white women. 

Accusations flew, trials were had, 
political careers ruined, and yet the 
true identity of the midnight assassin 
still eludes us today. 

The storyline of the murders, 
told chronologically, is interesting 
because this is notably the first serial 
killer in America, something that was 
unheard of at the time. What makes 
this book fascinating, particularly 
to genealogists and history buffs, is 
how Hollandsworth weaves in tidbits 
of historical information and paints 
the picture of life in Austin while the 
terrifying events were taking place. 
Readers are introduced not only to 
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the victims, but also the players in law 
enforcement and government, families 
of the victims, possible suspects, and 
others representing all levels of the 
social ladder. Readers learn about the 
state’s lunatic asylum, construction of 

the new state capitol, the perception of 
race, and the daily doings of the city’s 
residents. Readers are immersed in the 
narrative, feeling like they are there, 
witnessing all the good and the bad. If 
you want to know what life was like in 

Austin during the late 1800s, this book, 
based on various resources including 
newspaper accounts, is a good place to 
start. With Midnight Assassin, you get a 
history lesson and a murder mystery all 
in one! ■

Tips & Tricks

Organize Your Genealogy: Strategies and Solutions for Every Researcher. By Drew Smith. Published by  
F & W Media, Inc., 10151 Carver Road, Suite 200, Blue Ash, OH 45242; http://fwcommunity.com; 
2016. ISBN 978-1-4403-4503-6. 239 pp. Appendix, index. Paperback. $25.99.

Reviewed by Melissa Barker of Tennessee Ridge, Tennessee

When I heard that Drew Smith 
had a new book out and it 

was on organizing your genealogy, 
I was excited. As a certified archives 
manager, I am asked all the time about 
how to organize records, photographs, 
and other ephemera since that is a big 
part of what I do on a daily basis. As a 
professional genealogist, I teach classes 
and do presentations on organizing 
your genealogy with an emphasis on 
records preservation.

When I first opened the book, I was 
struck by a few of the topics listed in 
the table of contents. While most of the 
chapter titles are what you would expect 
to find in a book about organizing your 
genealogy, a couple of the titles were 
unique. Such topics as “Organizing 
Your Communication,” “Organizing 
Your Learning,” and “Organizing Your 
Volunteering,” I thought were unique in 
genealogy organization.

Smith’s target audience for 
this book is all genealogists—from 
the beginning genealogist to the 
professional genealogist, and all levels 
in-between. I can attest to the fact that 
everyone, no matter where you are 
in your genealogy journey, will learn 
something from this book. Smith 

emphasizes the concept that genealogy 
organization is a personal thing, 
individual to each person; there is no 
right way or wrong way. Find what 
works for you and be consistent. 

In chapter 1, Smith talks about 
“Organizing Yourself.” He says: “Your 
mind is without a doubt your most 
important genealogical tool.” Smith 
points out things like sleep, your 
diet, simplifying your workspace, 
time management, using calendars, 
taking breaks, and your stress levels as 
important aspects of genealogy research 
and organizing yourself. He also 
explains that establishing a genealogy 
research routine is part of the genealogy 
organizational process.

Smith discusses “Organizing Your 
Space” in chapter 2. I appreciate and 
applaud Smith for suggesting that 
the workspace needs to be hospitable 
for documents. Smith goes into great 
detail about the space you use for your 
genealogy research and what you need to 
be successful. He provides a workspace 
checklist which includes everything, 
right down to the drink coaster.

In chapter 3, Smith encourages 
“Organizing Your Goals.” He says: 
“Choose a goal that has a realistic 

and concrete result and allows you 
to track your progress and remain 
motivated over time.” Smith does a 
great job of explaining how to set such 
goals, with examples from his own 
genealogy research. He also explains the 
importance of to-do lists and how to 
implement them either by using an app 
or using a printed calendar.

“Organizing Your Notes and 
Ideas” is the subject of chapter 4. Smith 
describes several options to capture and 
organize your notes and ideas. You’ll 
learn how to take those scraps of paper 
and sticky notes and turn them into a 
workable format. An extensive tutorial 
on Evernote is included in this chapter. 

In chapter 5, Smith gets to the 
meat of the subject of organizing your 
genealogy with “Organizing Your 
Files.” Smith describes organizational 
methods to use with paper files and 
computer files. The emphasis being 
that each person needs to find a 
system that works for them. Everyone 
is different and gravitates to different 
organizational methods. I particularly 
appreciated Smith’s emphasis on using 
archival materials to preserve and 
safeguard genealogy documents. His 
described preservation methods are 
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right in line with archival methods 
used in any professional archives 
setting. Smith’s explanation of how 
to set up computer files is easy and 
straightforward. The added use of cloud 
technology will hopefully ensure that 
you do not lose your data.

The genealogy research process can 
be overwhelming to some genealogists. 
Smith explains “Organizing Your 
Research Process” in chapter 6. Smith 
says: “Having a well-organized, 
purposeful, and methodical research 
process is the key to productive and 
fruitful research.”  Smith explains how 
research logs, blogs, and genealogy 
software programs can help you organize 
your research process. He also provides 
a genealogy software comparison 
worksheet at the end of the chapter.

Genealogists wouldn’t get anywhere 
without communicating with other 
researchers, libraries, and archives just to 
name a few. Smith helps you organize this 
correspondence in chapter 7, “Organizing 
Your Communication.” I was particularly 
glad to see Smith spend time on how 
to organize e-mails since that form of 

correspondence can be daunting to deal 
with and organize. His guidelines on how 
to work with mailing lists, message boards, 
and Facebook is well explained.

Online research is the way many 
genealogists look for their ancestors. 
Smith helps with this subject in chapter 
8, “Organizing Your Online Research.” 
Smith provides guidance on how to 
organize online research by navigating 
you through the vast Internet with its 
seemingly never-ending genealogy 
websites. He uses methods of planning 
your online research and organizing 
website bookmarks.

Many genealogists get 
opportunities to travel to do their 
genealogy research. In chapter 9, 
Smith discusses “Organizing Your 
Research Trips.” Smith gives great 
advice on preparing for a research 
trip, being organized once you get to 
the facility, and what to do when you 
return home. I specifically enjoyed 
the section entitled “Create a Mobile 
Research Office.”

“Organizing Your Learning” is the 
title of chapter 10, where Smith does 

a great job of emphasizing genealogy 
education goals, whether you’re a 
beginning genealogist or an advanced 
researcher. Organizing your books, 
periodicals, blogs, genealogy conferences, 
virtual webinars, and other educational 
opportunities is well addressed.

Lastly, chapter 11 is a great chapter 
on “Organizing Your Volunteering.” 
Many genealogists find that as they 
become more and more involved in 
genealogy, they decide to become 
more active in genealogical societies, 
historical societies, or other volunteer-
based organizations. Smith has some 
great advice on how to keep your 
volunteer activities organized so you 
don’t become overwhelmed.

Throughout the book Smith offers 
dozens of research tips. Also, at the 
end of each chapter there is a great 
section entitled “Drew’s To-Dos.”  Smith 
also includes many different kinds of 
templates, forms, and checklists at the 
end of each chapter.  

I would highly recommend 
Organize Your Genealogy to any 
genealogist. ■

Thank You
Nothing says

like an award from FGS.

Nominate a volunteer
or an organization today.

FGS.org
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Membership in the Federation of Genealogical Societies is open 
to three categories of organizations:
• Societies including genealogical societies, family associations, 

historical societies;
• Associate Organizations including libraries, archives, and 

educational institutions; and
• Genealogical Vendors including those organizations offering 

products and services to the genealogical community.

Member benefits include: 
• Partner benefits from Genealogy Gems, Dell, and 

Findmypast. 
• The latest issue of FORUM plus the complete archives 

covering more than 25 years for the society’s leadership.
• The FGS Webinar Series covering society management topics.
• A listing in the FGS Member Network on the FGS website.
• Bylaws, newsletter, and website reviews.
• Exposure of society events through the FGS Events Calendar.

See the full list of FGS member benefits for each 
membership category on the FGS website. 

advErtising ratEs

Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 8.5" W x 11" H $200 $150/ea.

Half Page 7.5" W x 4.5" H  or  3.5" W x 9" H $110 $80 /ea.

Quarter Page 7.5" W x 2.25" H  or  3.5" W x 4.25" H $75 $55 /ea.

Eighth Page 3.5" W x 2.25" H  or  2.25" W x 3.5" H $40 $30 /ea.

Copy dEadLinEs

Issue Copy Due Publication Date
Issue  1 January 15 March 15

Issue 2 April 15 June 15

Issue 3 July 15 September 15

Issue 4 October 15 December 15

Advertise in FORUM

FGS Membership
Join FGS.  Empower your organization for the 21st century with society 
management tools, services, and resources FGS provides members. 

Annual Membership Fees

NUMBERS OF MEMBERS PRICE

1 – 50 $35.00

51 – 99 $45.00

100 – 199 $55.00

200 – 299 $65.00

300 – 399 $75.00

400 – 499 $85.00

500 –999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Genealogical Vendors $35.00

FORUM readers should know about your products and/or services. 
The Federation of Genealogical Societies publishes FORUM, a quarterly magazine providing content of 
interest to genealogists and society leaders. FORUM is distributed digitally to the leadership of all FGS 
member societies, the contact person for associate and vendor members, and individual genealogists 
who personally subscribe. View a sample issue of FORUM. 

Terms:  All advertising must be prepaid. To earn the multiple insertion discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

Copy:  Advertising copy that exceeds the above measurements may be proportionately reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher. Submit files in 
JPEG, TIFF, or PDF format in color.

To confirm ad space or obtain additional information, contact the FORUM Advertising Manager at advertising@fgs.org.

51   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume ##, Issue #  •  Season Year

http://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=65
http://www.fgs.org/upload/FGS_FORUM/FGS_Winter2012.pdf
mailto:advertising%40fgs.org?subject=FORUM%20Advertising


JOIN US FOR FGS 2017 IN PITTSBURGH

Conference Site & Hotels

David L. Lawrence
Convention Center

Conference sessions will be held 
at the David L. Lawrence 

Convention Center located along 
the Allegheny River in downtown 

Pittsburgh.

1000 Fort Duquesne Blvd.
http://pittsburghcc.com

Two conference hotels conveniently located near the DLCC are offering 
reduced rates to conference attendees. Visit http://FGS.org for links 
to the hotel websites. When making reservations by phone, tell the 
reservations agent that you are attending FGS and ask for the 
conference pricing. Hotel reservations are open now. 

Westin Convention Center
1-866-716-8108

1000 Penn Avenue
$139 Single & Double /
$149 Triple / $159 Quad

Omni William Penn Hotel
1-412-281-7100

530 William Penn Place
$149 Single & Double /
$169 Triple / $189 Quad

A Conference for the Nation’s Genealogists

Conference rates available at both hotels (subject to availability)
Wednesday, August 23 through Friday, September 8

http://pittsburghcc.com


Stay up to date on all conference 
details at http://FGS.org.

Follow Us #FGS2017 

FGS Conference Highlights
Who Attends an FGS Conference?
Family history researchers of all levels attend FGS conferences. Drawing 
people from all over the US and around the world, FGS conferences 
deliver an unparalleled educational and enlightening experience for 
everyone year after year.

Why Attend an FGS Conference?
Family History Learning takes center stage at every FGS conference 
with 4 days jam-packed with sessions and workshops catering to all skill 
levels—beginner, intermediate, and advanced. An FGS national 
conference program always delivers a compelling group of tracks 
guaranteed to inspire and energize attendees.

Focus on Societies Day kicks off the conference on Wednesday. Enjoy 
sessions on topics such as technology, publications, event 
coordination, project coordination, volunteer recruitment & retention, 
society growth, marketing & publicity, leadership skills, management 
principles, and more.

Librarians’ Day is a pre-conference event held on Tuesday designed for 
librarians, archivists, other information professionals, volunteers, and 
board members serving the genealogical community.

Society Showcase, located in the Exhibit Hall, shares information about 
genealogical societies throughout the US and around the world. Learn 
about the specific resources available to researchers in each locality. 
Ask questions, collect brochures, and connect with like-minded 
genealogists and family historians.

Exhibit Hall is a hub of activity with vendors featuring the latest tech-
nology, books, maps, gadgets, and demonstrations, as well as 
genealogical societies providing information for genealogists and 
family historians.

Things to do
in Pittsburgh

Research Facilities
Numerous research opportunities 
surround this conference. Expanded 
information about each facility will 
be available at http://voice.fgs.org.

• Allegheny County Courthouse
• Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 

(Oakland)
• Detre Library & Archives at the 

Senator John Heinz History 
Center 

• University of Pittsburgh Library 
Archives Service Center

• University of Pittsburgh       
Hillman Library

Activities and Attractions
The area surrounding the 
convention center and conference 
hotels abounds with arts, culture, 
attractions, and recreation, most 
only a few blocks away.

• Three Rivers Heritage Trail
• Andy Warhol Museum 
• Carnegie Museum of Art
• Carnegie Museum of Natural 

History
• Phipps Conservatory
• Frick Art & Historical Center
• Fort Pitt Museum
• Riverboat Tours 
• Carnegie Science Center
• Monongahela & Duquesne 

Inclines
• Soldiers & Sailors Memorial 

Hall & Museum

http://fgs.org
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