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In this issue of FORUM, you will notice a few new elements.  First, we’re excited to announce that 
Judy G. Russell joins Shannon Combs-Bennett in our lineup of new columnists, with others in 
the works.  Second, Randy Whited has graciously written our first product review, covering the 
new Ancestry Academy.  And, finally, we’ve updated the contact page to provide an easier way 
for readers to connect with FGS leadership, committees, and social networks.  We’re still in the 
planning stages for adding other interactive elements, and while we’ve received some feedback, 
we’d still love to hear from you.  This is your magazine and we want to make sure we’re delivering a 
resourceful publication that suits your needs.  Please take a moment to complete our short online 
questionnaire.

In closing, we’d like to invite you to participate in the evolution of FORUM by submitting an 
article.  We all have different backgrounds and approach genealogy research from different angles, 
and therefore, we all have something to share with others.  Why not use FORUM as a means to 
talk about how you tackled a particular research problem or how a new resource helped you break 
down a brick wall?  Are you a society leader?  Why not share your wisdom to help other societies?  
Perhaps you could discuss how your society implemented a digitization project or developed a new 
membership benefit.  There are so many things we can learn from one another—be a part of the 
knowledge-sharing element that makes FORUM a valuable resource!  Contact the managing editor 
at forumeditor@fgs.org to discuss your ideas or to submit an article.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCSPJWL
mailto:forumeditor@fgs.org
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President’s Message

D. Joshua Taylor

‘Above All, Try Something’
By D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FGS President

This year the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
(FGS) has been actively working on trying new 
things.  While we, like our member societies, work 

to strike a balance between traditional activities and new 
ideas, the need to adapt, grow, and change is paramount for 
any organization in the twenty-first century.  Even in our 
personal research, we have to be flexible when our favorite 
website changes its search functions—or 
adds a new feature to its online tree.  For 
our societies, the need to be flexible and 
adaptable has never been greater. 

First, FGS is working to spread 
the message of genealogical societies 
to other audiences within the family 
history community.  Holding our 2015 
joint conference with RootsTech allowed 
us to reach a new audience—including 
attendees, vendors, and new startups within 
the family history industry.  Sharing the 
message of the importance of genealogical 
societies was a key initiative in our activities 
with RootsTech, and I am happy to share 
that FGS will be sponsoring the FGS Society 
Showcase in the RootsTech exhibit hall for 
2016.  Still under development, the FGS 
Society Showcase will invite RootsTech 
attendees to take part in the incredible 
offerings of our member societies across the 
United States. 

With our traditional conference held 
earlier in the year, we were able to try 
two new ideas to help broaden the FGS 
experience.  The first FGS Cruise to Alaska 
allowed for a new setting for education and 
included opportunities for society leaders 
to engage in intimate conversations with FGS and others 
during a week of learning and adventure.  Our first regional 
event was held in conjunction with the New York Family 
History Conference, which brought important conversations 
relating to managing and developing societies to a region of 

the country that hasn’t hosted an FGS Conference in some 
time.  Will FGS be doing more regional conferences?  We 
will have to wait and see—after all, part of trying new things 
is to measure your success and learn from each event as you 
move forward.

A few months ago the FGS Board authorized a 
significant update to the FGS website, which for the first 

time will bring member societies, 
individuals, donors, and conference 
attendees under one “virtual roof.”  The 
new website is in the early phases of 
development, but promises to become 
a powerhouse for member societies and 
individual genealogists when launched.

Next year FGS looks forward 
to celebrating its 40th anniversary.  
While there will be an anniversary 
event at the FGS 2016 Conference in 
Springfield, Illinois, we plan to celebrate 
all year.  Interested in taking part in the 
celebrations?  Contact the FGS Office 
at office@fgs.org to share your ideas, 
thoughts, and memories of FGS over the 
past 40 years. 

Recently, as we make plans for 2016, 
a quote from President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt has been circling through 
my mind:  “It is common sense to take 
a method and try it.  If it fails, admit it 
frankly and try another.  But above all, try 
something.” 

While it can be hard for an 
organization or individual to admit 
failure, we as organizations do not 

learn and grow unless we try.  So in the words of President 
Roosevelt, I urge society leaders to keep moving forward, 
and “above all, try something.”

Best,
Joshua
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Over the last few years, Pinterest’s popularity has dramatically increased.  Once mostly used for pinning 
photographs of yummy food, creative crafts, or perhaps exotic travel, Pinterest has become so much more!  
Genealogists have begun using Pinterest to pursue their research and share their family’s history.

What Exactly is Pinterest?  
Pinterest is essentially a visual bookmarking site that offers a social media component as well.  You can follow your 
family and friends and share pins and ideas.  Are you looking for information on a specific topic?  Use the search bar 
to find pins related to your subject and others who are interested in the same topic.  Pinterest is free to use, but you will 
need to create an account.

For those who are new to Pinterest, let’s define a few of terms:

•	 Board – A Pinterest board is a virtual bulletin board where you save your pins.  Remember the bulletin board 
you had on your wall as a young person?  You would pin things to it that you wanted to remember.  That’s what 
a Pinterest board is in the virtual world.  With Pinterest, you can create many boards and organize them by 
subjects or themes of your choosing.

•	 Pin – A pin is what you put onto your board.  Just like the old-style bulletin board on your wall, a pin is the 
thing you actually pinned to the bulletin board.  With Pinterest, you pin virtually.  Pins can be uploaded from 
your own photographs, pinned from other websites, or re-pinned from within Pinterest itself. 

by Lisa Lisson

& Genealogy
Pinterest  

4 Unique Methods for 
Using Pinterest in Your 
Genealogy Research

A Great Combination!
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Pinterest & Genealogy, A Great Combination!

1
•	 Re-Pin – A re-pin is a pin that is already on Pinterest that you pin to 

one of your boards.

•	 Feed – When you first log into Pinterest you will see a feed that 
represents a collection of pins from boards and people you follow.  
This is the Pinterest equivalent to your Facebook feed.

Now that we’ve covered the basics of Pinterest, let’s look at four unique 
ways to use it for your genealogy research.  Let’s get started!

Visual Bookmarks
As researchers, genealogists are online—a lot.  We bookmark many articles 
and websites around the web that we find interesting and want to return to 
later to read and further explore.  But most of us do not return, despite good 
intentions!  The list format of traditional bookmarking often does nothing to 
remind us of why the website was bookmarked in the first place.

The visual aspect of Pinterest makes this a great place to keep bookmarks 
of the genealogy sites you visit.  The photographs pinned to virtual boards do a 
much better job of reminding us about what the article or website has to offer.

Examples of genealogy-themed Pinterest boards include:

•	 Location-Based Themes
o North Carolina Genealogy – A board containing resources to 

use in researching North Carolina ancestors.
o German Genealogy – Similar to the North Carolina board 

above, but with a focus on resources helpful for researching 
German ancestors.

•	 Genealogy Topics & Educational Themes
o Map Resources for Genealogists – A board consisting of websites 

used when needing to pinpoint locations of ancestors.
o Genealogy - Civil War Research – A board with pins relating to 

Civil War records and sources used by genealogists.  
o DNA and Genealogy – A board referencing websites and 

articles about using DNA to further genealogy research.

TIP

Many websites/blogs have optimized 
their sites to make pinning their 
photographs to Pinterest easy for the 
reader.  To pin a photograph from 
most websites, simply hover over the 
photograph and a “Pin It” button 
usually appears.  Click the button 
to easily pin the photograph to the 
appropriate board.      

For websites/blogs where the “Pin 
It” button does not appear when 
you hover your cursor over a 
photograph, you can still pin the 
photograph by first installing your 
browser’s Pinterest extension (e.g., 
Pin It Button for Chrome or Pinterest 
Pin Button for Firefox).  Once your 
browser’s extension is activated, click 
on the Pinterest extension icon for 
pinning options.



Hovering over a photo, the 
“Pin It” button appears using 
the Chrome browser extension.

Pinterest boards North Carolina Genealogy and DNA and Genealogy, both 
created by Lisa Lisson. 
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Pinterest & Genealogy, A Great Combination!

2

o How to Write Family History – A board 
dedicated to pins of websites and resources 
that can be helpful in learning to write a family 
history.  

•	 Family or Surname Themes
o Genealogy ~ Surname Tillotson – A board 

containing pins about Tillotson family 
genealogy. 

o Hall Surname - Genealogy – A board focused 
on Hall families related to Milton Endicott Hall 
(1827–1913).  

These are just a few examples of the types of Pinterest 
boards you can create.  Completely individualize your 
Pinterest boards for your interests and research needs.  You 
are only limited by your creativity! 

Find Other Genealogists & Genealogy-Related 
Boards
By following other genealogists and genealogy-related 
boards on Pinterest, you stay up to date on current 
genealogy topics and find others who have similar 
genealogical interests.  Following others and/or individual 
boards also shows Pinterest your interests.  Your Pinterest 
feed (the first page you see when you log in) will display 
pins from those you follow and will also display new 
suggestions of pins based on your interests.

Follow Genealogy Friends & Organizations
To follow a friend or an organization, such as a genealogical 
society or vendor, simply type in the person’s or 
organization’s name in the “Search” bar located at the top of 

the Pinterest page.  As you type, a list of matches will begin 
to show up underneath the search bar; find the one you want 
and click on it.  This takes you to their page with all of their 
Pinterest boards.  Click “Follow” in the upper right hand 
corner.  That’s it.

Find Genealogy-Related Boards
To find genealogy-related boards to follow, do the same 
thing as above.  The only difference is you will type in search 
terms related to your area of interest.  For example, if you 
have genealogical research interests in Texas, type “Texas 

TIP

Set up a resource board for each state or country relating 
to your research interests.  Many genealogists have 
taken this approach on Pinterest.  User Robin Foster 
has a variety of genealogy and family history boards, 
including boards for each US state.



Partial view of Robin Foster’s Pinterest page, where she has 
set up boards for each US state.

Left:  As you begin to type in your search criteria, some results will appear as a list below the search bar.  
Right:  On the results page, you have the option to display results by pins, pinners, and boards.  Here is a search for “Texas genealogy” 
showing the first few matching boards. 
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Pinterest & Genealogy, A Great Combination!

3
genealogy” in the search bar.  The results page will display 
pins related to Texas genealogy.  (You’ll find a lot of great 
pins here.)  Look at the top of the results page and you will 
notice an options bar, where you can choose to display 
search results for all pins, your pins, pinners, or boards.  
Click on “Boards,” and the results page will display Pinterest 
boards related to Texas genealogy, which you can then 
follow.

Now, Let’s Get Collaborative!
Many people use Pinterest primarily as a bookmarking 
site.  Yes, Pinterest is a great place for that.  But, did you 
know that Pinterest is a great place to collaborate with other 
genealogists?  Let’s look at a few ways to collaborate with 
others.

Shared Boards/Group Boards
Shared boards are perhaps the most common way to work 
with others on Pinterest.  When you create a board on 
Pinterest, you are given the option to be the only pinner to 

that board or add collaborators.  You can add one person 
or as many people as you like.  A little icon of two people 
in the upper right corner of a board indicates a shared or 
group board.  One example of a group board is Family Tree 
Bloggers, which was started by Kyle Dane to “give family 
tree bloggers and genealogists a space to post their own 
images and links to blog posts.”

Perhaps you are planning a research trip to another 
state.  You are planning to meet a cousin to research your 
ancestors and hopefully break down that genealogical brick 
wall.  You are also hoping to locate and visit sites in the area 
where your ancestors lived (are buried, etc.).

Create a board such as “Fall 2015 Research Trip” and 
add your cousin as a collaborator.  (If you prefer, you can 
make this board private between the two of you or you can 
keep it public.)  Now you are ready to plan your trip.  Pin 
the repositories you plan to visit.  Pin historic maps of the 
area.  Pin a current map of the area.  Pin local genealogical 
and historical societies.  Get practical.  Pin ideas for places 
to stay and places to eat.  Pin photographs of items to pack.  
Pin anything that pertains to your research trip.  As you 
plan your trip, you will have a ready resource board at your 
fingertips.

Group boards and shared boards are essentially the 
same thing.  Boards referred to as “group boards” are 
usually larger and can have many, many people contributing 
pins.  This is a good way to be social and learn from the 
group.  Do you research North Carolina ancestors?  Are 
you interested in collaborating with other North Carolina 

TIP

Follow Pinterest boards of genealogical conferences 
you will be attending.  The 2015 FGS Conference 
Pinterest board is a good example.  Pins on the 2015 
FGS Conference board include information about the 
conference itself, as well as ideas of things to do while in 
Salt Lake City.



Pinterest board for the FGS 2015 Conference 
in Salt Lake City, created by the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies. 

Group board Family Tree Bloggers, created by 
Kyle Dane.  You can tell this is a group board by 
the two-person icon in the upper right corner.
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4
genealogy researchers?  A group board that is dedicated to 
North Carolina genealogy is a great place for researchers to 
share information with each other.  Join or create a group 
board on your particular genealogical interest.

Share a Pin
Did you find a great pin for researching your Civil War 
ancestor?  Is your genealogy friend also researching an 
ancestor who fought in the Civil War?  Sharing a pin with 
another Pinterest user is easy.  Simply send the pin to your 
fellow researcher.  To do this, hover over the top portion 
of the pin, click on “Send,” and enter your fellow Pinterest 
user’s name and send.  

Create a Pinterest Board for Your Own Blog 
Posts
Do you blog about your genealogy and family history finds?  
Help genealogy researchers find you by creating a board 
for your own blog and pin the photographs from your blog 
posts.

When you pin a photograph from your blog (or from 
anywhere on the internet), you are able to create or edit the 
description of the photo you are about to pin.  Make sure 
you use descriptions with keywords that accurately describe 
the pin.  For example, if you pin a photograph from your 
blog about genealogy in Surry County, North Carolina, your 
description could read: “Surry County, North Carolina, 
resources for your genealogy research.”  Your pin is much 
more likely to appear in a Pinterest user’s search results for 
“Surry County” and “North Carolina” and “genealogy” than 
if the photograph’s description is “image 001.” 

Genealogical societies that blog about general and 
specific genealogy topics should also consider creating a 
Pinterest board.  Pinning the society’s blog posts to Pinterest 
can help reach a larger audience and drive interested users 
to the blog.

Summary
Pinterest is certainly a worthy tool for your genealogy 
toolbox.  It is a fabulous visual bookmarking site, but I 
encourage you to move beyond its use for just virtual 
bookmarks.  Pinterest has the potential to broaden your 
genealogical knowledge and enlarge your genealogical 
community, as well as improve your chances of breaking 
through some genealogical brick walls!

Lisa Lisson is a genealogist, blogger, 
and Etsy-prenuer who writes 
about her never-ending pursuit of 
ancestors, the “how” of genealogy 
research, and the importance 
of sharing genealogy research 
with our families.  Specializing 
in North Carolina and southern 

Virginia research, she also provides genealogical research 
services to clients.  In researching her own family history, 
Lisa discovered a passion for oral history and its role in 
genealogy research.  When not tracking ancestors through 
the records, Lisa enjoys spending time with her husband and 
two “almost” grown children.  You can find Lisa online at 
LisaLisson.com, Twitter, Pinterest, and her Etsy store Esther’s 
Place – Heritage Inspired Gifts .
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The General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants

By Heather Wilkinson Rojo

More than fifteen years ago I applied and 
was accepted by the Society of Mayflower 
Descendants in the State of New Hampshire.  I 

remember that the reason I applied was to challenge myself 
and my genealogy skills.  I knew that it would require 
proving 15 generations back to Isaac Allerton (born about 
1586), and that my conclusions would be scrutinized by 
experts.  To me, receiving my membership certificate was 
equivalent to one of the highest honors in genealogy.  

Although there are millions of people in the United 
States, Canada, and around the world who descend from 
a Mayflower passenger, only a small portion of those 
descendants take the time to apply, research their lineage, 
and collect the necessary documents for membership.  The 

task of creating a lineage that stretches over 400 years can 
seem daunting—much harder than tracing back to a Civil 
War ancestor or even a Revolutionary War ancestor.  For 
this reason alone, the Mayflower Society is much smaller 
than other lineage societies.

Everyone has their own personal reasons for joining 
the Mayflower Society or any other lineage society.  To 
some it is pure bragging rights.  To some it is to prove a 
family myth about a Pilgrim in the family tree.  To some 
it is to join along with all the rest of the family who are 
already members.  Some don’t do any research at all because 
a grandparent, aunt, uncle, or parent applied for them as 
a young child.  Every family and every individual has a 
different goal and a different path towards membership.

Mayflower Society House, located in Plymouth, Massachusetts.
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The General Society of Mayflower Descendants

What is the 
Mayflower 
Society?
The General Society 
of Mayflower 
Descendants (GSMD) 
was founded in 1897 
and is headquartered 
in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  
Membership is limited 
to direct descendants of 
the 102 passengers who 
arrived in New England 
in 1620 on board the 
Mayflower.  The mission 
statement for the 
Society reads that the 
“GSMD is committed to 
education and lineage 
research on the journey 
of the Pilgrims aboard 
the Mayflower in 1620 
and their lineal descent.”

You can visit their 
website or contact any of the partner societies (formerly 
known as state societies) for the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, or Canada.

Who Can Join?
The application process for the Mayflower Society requires 
proof of lineage from a passenger on the Mayflower.  Men, 
women, and children are welcome to apply.  You can find 
the complete list of known passengers who left descendants 
at the General Society of Mayflower Descendants website or 
at most of the partner society websites.

The Application Process
The first step in joining the Mayflower Society is to send 
your proposed lineage to the General Society in Plymouth.  
The Historian General will contact you with information 
on your partner society.  Every partner society also has 
a volunteer historian who guides applicants through the 
application process.

The historian assisting you will compare your 
preliminary lineage form with applications filed in 

Plymouth.  This is to find out the nearest known ancestor 
who may have previously joined the Society.  Also, for 
most passengers, the first five generations have been 
published in the Silver Books.  These books are part of the 
“Five Generations Project” sponsored by the GSMD.  In 
some cases you will need to prove all the generations after 
the sixth generation.  But if another applicant has already 
proved other generations, you will only need to prove from 
the nearest known relative down to yourself.  Proof requires 
birth, marriage, and death records for each generation, or 
suitable substitutions of proof.

Feel free to inquire about membership at membership@
themayflowersociety.org or call 508-746-3188, or contact 
your partner society.

What Happens Next?
The historian of your partner society will work hard to 
help you with the necessary paperwork for admission as a 
member.  Remember, we are actively looking for members 
and we want you to join us!  But also remember that we 
are a volunteer organization, and the historian has limited 

Photograph of a Mayflower Society certificate for Edith Russell Wills, descendant of William Brewster, on 
display at the GSMD Library.
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The General Society of Mayflower Descendants

resources for assistance other than the Silver Books and the 
files from Plymouth.  The historian will guide you to help 
you to do the legwork in collecting the evidence (primary 
sources) needed to prove your lineage.

Since we are a volunteer organization, sometimes 
Plymouth is awash in applications and weeks can go by 
before your application is reviewed and approved.  As 
we approach the year 2020, the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of the Mayflower in the New World, we are receiving 
more and more applications.  Everyone wants to join the 
celebration.  Please be patient!

When the GSMD approves your lineage you will be 
notified of your acceptance into your partner society, and 
invited to attend the next meeting.  Each member receives 
a partner society membership number and a membership 
number for the General Society of Mayflower Descendants, 
along with a large certificate suitable for framing.  
Congratulations!

Your Partner Society
Every partner society has its own charter and bylaws.  
Each board of assistants is set up differently.  You can find 
a list of partner societies and their contact information 

at the GSMD website, or via Google.  Some of the larger 
states and Canada have broken their membership into 
“colonies” so that it is easier for members to participate in 
volunteering and leadership roles, and to attend meetings 
and luncheons.  I’m a member of the New Hampshire 
Mayflower Society.  We are a small state with only 400 
members and a small board.  We have two luncheon 
meetings a year, board meetings, and occasionally other 
activities such as field trips.

In New Hampshire, our board of assistants consists 
of a Governor, Deputy Governor, Historian, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Elder, Captain, Counselor, Surgeon, and various 
committee chairs.  The titles may sound funny, but they 
mirror the General Board of Assistants at the GSMD in 
Plymouth.  We have a small eight-page newsletter The 
Shallop, and membership dues of $25 a year.  Every partner 
society has different fees, and different dues, so you might 
want to take that into consideration when choosing a 
partner society.

After your initial acceptance you may decide to be 
a dual member with another partner society.  In New 
Hampshire, we have many dual members with Maine or 
Massachusetts because folks like to attend meetings with 

New Hampshire Mayflower Society board with Governor Maggie Hassan presenting the Thanksgiving Proclamation at the statehouse 
in Concord, New Hampshire, 2014.
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The General Society of Mayflower Descendants

their family across the borders, or they are dual members 
in Florida or Arizona because they are “snow birds” 
(seasonal residents).

Some partner societies, like New York, have an annual 
Debutante Ball, and others have their own member 
activities.  Sometimes these activities, like the New York 
ball, are open to all members.  Some partner societies 
do an excellent job of sending costumed members to 
speak with schools, and some publish terrific educational 
materials about the Plymouth Colony.  It is fun to meet up 
with members from across the country to hear about their 
meetings and events, and to find new cousins.

Traditions
Some partner societies have their own traditions, but others 
seem to be shared across the GSMD.  One common tradition 
is the “roll call of ancestors” that takes place at meetings.  
The passenger names are called, and members stand up for 
their ancestor, and a tally is kept to see which passenger has 
the most descendants at that particular meeting.  This roll 
call is a friendly competition, and we are often surprised 
with the winning surname.  We even do the roll call at each 
of the Triennial Mayflower Congresses held in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, for all the members and delegates.

The Peregrination or “Pilgrim’s Progress” is a 
tradition that has been carried on for years in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  This is when members join together in 
costume (or without) to walk the streets of their Pilgrim 
ancestors from the Mayflower Society House headquarters 
on Winslow Street, to the sarcophagus on Cole’s Hill, up 
Leyden Street to Burial Hill.  Men, women, and children 
join in together on this walk every three years during 

the GSMD Congress, and also every Friday afternoon in 
August.  The Massachusetts Society holds their own annual 
Peregrination with their members.  For members that 
live at a great distance from Plymouth, it is often a goal to 
attend at least one Pilgrim’s Progress during their lifetime.  
I remember that my very first march was during the 2008 
Triennial Congress, and it was a very emotional event for 
me to walk in my ancestor’s footsteps.  A Pilgrim’s Progress 
is held for the general public in Plymouth during the 
summer and on Thanksgiving, too.

Benefits
All members, regardless of their partner society, receive a 
membership certificate, as well as the GSMD journal The 
Mayflower Quarterly (two paper issues, and two electronic 
issues annually).  All members are welcome to attend state 
functions and the annual GSMD meetings.  Once every 
three years there is a Congress held in Plymouth, and the 
other two years are General Board of Assistants meetings 
held around the country.  The September 2015 meeting will 
be hosted by the Connecticut Society.

The GSMD sponsors a scholarship, and so do many 
partner societies.  This is a great benefit to members and 
their children since the competition for these scholarships is 
limited to members and their close relatives.  Some partner 
society scholarships are open to the general public, with 
preference given to member applications.  The Massachusetts 
Society sponsors a scholarship for members and also a 
scholarship for a member of the Wampanoag Nation.

Most partner societies offer a newsletter or 
journal.  These can be very small or very fancy, like the 
Massachusetts Society’s scholarly journal The Mayflower 

Left to right:  The New Hampshire Mayflower Society awards several scholarships each year; author Heather Wilkinson Rojo in Pilgrim 
costume at Plimoth Plantation, the living history museum in Plymouth, Massachusetts; luncheon and socializing at a typical meeting of 
the New Hampshire Mayflower Society.
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Descendant.  The GSMD Mayflower Quarterly is an award-
winning journal that is sent to all current members, and can 
be found on the shelves of major genealogy libraries.

And of course bragging rights is a great benefit.  
Hanging your membership certificate on your wall, is a 
great conversation piece, as is presenting a certificate to a 
grandchild.

Legacy
In my mind, the most lasting legacy of the GSMD is the 
scholarship that is created by all the applications on file in 
Plymouth from members.  The careful scrutiny of these 
lineages is not done to create a sense of exclusiveness for 
the Society, but it is done for the creation of a genealogical 
treasure.  Because of this, the GSMD created the Silver 
Books project.  They have published the first five generations 
of almost every passenger who left descendants, using the 
great store of applications and also with the consultation 
of some of the most preeminent genealogists in the 
United States, England, and Holland.  This project is now 
advancing to the sixth and seventh generations.

Another legacy is your application.  Once it is approved 
and on file in Plymouth, all your descendants can use it 
for their own applications to the Mayflower Society.  In 
the future, one of your unknown great-grandchildren will 
thank you for your hard work.  Thousands of people you 
don’t know, and won’t know, will someday use your lineage 
for their own family tree.

The 2020 Commemoration
For many years, the General Society of Mayflower 
Descendants and the partner societies have been gearing 
up for the 2020 commemoration of the landing of the 
Mayflower in 1620.  Together with the National Park 
Service, the State of Massachusetts, The Wampanoag 

Nation, and the Town of Plymouth, plans are being drawn 
up for activities and events that will last for an entire year 
commemorating all the historical events from the landing 
of the Mayflower in Provincetown in November 1620 up 
to the first Thanksgiving celebration in 1621.  This 400th 
anniversary celebration will emphasize the history of the 
voyage and the founding of the new colony.

The partner societies will also be celebrating this 
anniversary in their own ways.  The next five years will fly 
by quickly as the plans fall into place and announcements 
of all the exciting activities make their way into the media.  
And we expect lots of applications to flood into Plymouth.  
The year 2020 will be here before we know it, and you are 
invited to the international celebration, too, whether or not 
you are a member.  Please stay tuned to the GSMD website 
and also to the Plymouth 400 website.

Heather Wilkinson Rojo has been 
researching her family history since 
the 1970s, when she took her first 
community college class in genealogy 
as a teenager.  After 35 years of 
collecting notes and information 
on her family, she started a blog 
as a place to write up the stories 
of her ancestors.  This blog became 

Nutfield Genealogy, which started in 2009 and is still going 
strong.  Heather lives in New Hampshire, within a one-hour 
drive of where most of her ancestors lived since the 1620s 
and 1630s.  She has also done extensive research on extended 
family in Hawaii, Spain, England, Scotland, and Nova 
Scotia.  Traveling for genealogy research is one of her favorite 
activities, even if it is just a drive to a country burial ground 
in Maine, or to a historical society in Massachusetts.  Heather 
is the newsletter editor for the New Hampshire Mayflower 
Society, the former president of the Londonderry Historical 
Society, and a member of many genealogical societies.
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By Caroline Pointer

Today’s genealogists stand on the shoulders of the volunteers who have come before them, as 
well as the genealogists they sit next to at a society meeting, and even on the shoulders of 
those they talk with everyday on social media.

Without volunteers and their meaningful and significant contributions, records and data of 
genealogical value would not be as easily accessible as they are today for everyone.  And saying 
thank you to them seems so simple and is at the same time quite powerful.  It has the ability to 
make someone feel good, make them smile, and motivate them to do more.

The Federation of Genealogical Societies is privileged to honor and recognize those individuals 
and member societies who have made a significant contribution benefiting the genealogical 
community and to thank the society or individual for the time and effort they have given.  FGS also 
enjoys making people feel good about the work they have selflessly done and seeing the smiles on 
their faces.

2015 FGS 
Awards

Recipients

2015 FGS awards were presented during the Focus on Societies Day’s opening 
session at the 2015 FGS Conference held at Salt Lake City, Utah, in February.  
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 2015 FGS Distinguished Service Award
Established in 1983, the FGS Distinguished Service Award is 
presented to an individual or an organization in recognition 
of exemplary and outstanding service to FGS or to a member 
society.  The organization must be a member of FGS, and 
the individual must be a member of an FGS member society.  
More than one such award could be given each year.  It 
is no coincidence words such as enthusiasm, dedication, 
visionary, determined, and advocate are found amongst 
the descriptions of the following 2015 FGS Distinguished 
Service Award winners.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote, “Nothing great was 
ever achieved without enthusiasm.”  Louise Calaway, one 
of the 2015 FGS Distinguished Service Award winners, 
epitomizes Emerson’s statement.  Louise’s volunteer efforts 
and contributions have been critical to the success of the 
Southern California Genealogical Society (SCGS), but 
they pale in comparison to the cheerleading, support, 
and encouragement she provides to others.  Since 
joining SCGS in 1979, Louise has shown unwavering 
commitment, enthusiasm, determination, and dedication 
to the growth and success of SCGS.  Louise’s contributions 
and achievements include:  creating a Microsoft Access-
based catalog for the society’s 40,000+ volume collection, 
which remained in use until 2012; producing several index 
publications, including Los Angeles County Naturalizations 
(3 vols.), Declarations of Intent (4 vols.), and Los Angeles 
County Marriages (15 vols.); championing the 1890 Project 
to reconstruct the 1890 United States federal census for 
Los Angeles County; tirelessly advocating for records 
preservation and personally funding and managing the 

digitization of several record sets; serving as the registrar for 
the annual SCGS Jamboree since 2006, where she created 
an Access database to completely manage registrations; 
and applying her professional knowledge as a CPA to her 
treasurer position, ensuring SCGS remains in compliance 
and good financial health.

Canadian journalist Malcolm Gladwell commented, “The 
visionary starts with a clean sheet of paper, and re-imagines 
the world.”  Roger Moffat, another 2015 FGS Distinguished 
Service Award winner, took his “clean sheet of paper,” 
otherwise known as a computer, and “re-imagined” the 
web presence of Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
(WMGS).  Back in the late 1990s when Roger joined WMGS, 
he saw a lot of potential that many non-tech-minded people 
did not recognize.  Because of his vision and his diligence 
in using the work of WMGS’s many volunteers and putting 
it online making it accessible for the world to search, the 
WMGS website has been recognized as one of the “Best State 
Websites for Genealogy” in Family Tree Magazine four years 
running.  Roger has blessed the society with his vision and 
abilities not only to get the website up and running, but to 
keep it going with all the advances in technology that come 
so quickly these days.

American author and poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox once 
penned, “There is no chance, no destiny, no fate, that can 
hinder or control the firm resolve of a determined soul.”  
And she easily could have been describing 2015 FGS 
Distinguished Service Award winner Teri E. Flack of Texas.  
As the Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) 
State Liaison for Texas, Teri’s determined advocacy during a 
recent Texas legislative session helped to successfully fend off 

Left to right:  FGS President D. Joshua Taylor presents a 2015 FGS Distingushed Service Award to Roger Moffat; a 2015 FGS Award of Merit 
to the Italian Genealogical Group of New York, Sue Miller accepting; and the 2015 FGS Genealogical Tourism Award to the Family History 
Library, Diane Loosle accepting.  Photos provided by Linda McCauley and Fred Moss.
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embargoes of birth records for 125 years, death records for 
75 years, and blackouts of marriage and divorce records for 
50 years.  Texas researchers everywhere owe a great deal of 
gratitude for her resolute efforts.

John Quincy Adams believed, “If your actions inspire 
others to dream more, learn more, do more and become 
more, you are a leader.”  Illinois State Genealogical Society 
and Indiana Genealogical Society both received the 2015 
FGS Distinguished Service Award.  These two societies 
have led the genealogical community in raising funds for 
the Preserve the Pensions project by making significant 
commitments and challenging their members to match the 
amount for a combined matching gift of $198,000.  They 
have truly dedicated their societies to more than just saying 
they believe in preservation and access; they have proved 
they are committed to the vision of this worthy goal.  Their 
leadership accounts for thousands of pages of these precious 
documents being digitized and being made freely available 
for today’s genealogists and for those in generations to come. 

2015 FGS Award of Merit
The FGS Award of Merit is presented in recognition of 
meritorious service or distinguished work in genealogy and 
family history.  Several can be given each year to individuals 
or organizations.

Cindy Brennan, a member of the Sonoma County (CA) 
Genealogical Society (SCGS), was awarded the 2015 FGS 
Award of Merit.  As volunteer newsletter editor since 2009, 
Cindy creates monthly publications with in-depth articles on 
timely subjects of much interest with colorful and interesting 
illustrations and keeps the membership connected both 
online and offline.  So much so, members look forward to 

the SCGS newsletter in their mailbox and are extremely 
thankful for it. 

Both the German Genealogy Group of New York and 
the Italian Genealogical Group of New York were presented 
with 2015 FGS Awards of Merit.  Under the auspices of 
both organizations, volunteers have been transcribing and 
indexing record collections of local and regional archives 
and providing free access to New York City and area indexes 
of births, deaths, marriages, cemeteries, veterans’ discharges, 
naturalizations, and other records.

The following FGS 2015 Conference volunteers were also 
presented with 2015 FGS Awards of Merit for their selfless 
dedication:
• Kim Harrison (Utah), FGS 2015 National Conference 

Co-chair; Volunteer Committee Chair
• Janice Fritsch (Illinois), FGS 2015 Registration Chair
• Cyndi Ingle (Washington), FGS 2015 National 

Publications Chair
• Linda McCauley (Kentucky), FGS 2015 National 

Publicity Chair
• Melissa Tennant (Indiana), FGS 2015 National Program 

Chair

2015 FGS Genealogical Tourism Award
The Genealogical Tourism Award, a new FGS award, 
recognizes and encourages a phenomenon that is assuming 
greater and greater importance in the genealogical 
community.  Genealogy tourism brings researchers to 
localities and repositories, adds to the local economy, and 
helps keep repositories open.  The 2015 FGS Genealogical 
Tourism Award was presented to the Family History Library 
in recognition of attracting visitors from all over the world 

Left to right:  FGS President D. Joshua Taylor presents a 2015 FGS Distinguished Service Award to the Indiana Genealogical Society, Dawne Slater 
accepting; a 2015 FGS Presidential Citation to Ed Donakey; and a 2015 FGS Presidential Citation to Fran Jensen.  Photos provided by Fred Moss.
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to Salt Lake City to research at the Family History Library 
and positively impacting the area’s economy by welcoming 
400,000 visitors per year.

2015 FGS Presidential Citation
Established in 1993, FGS Presidential Citations are presented 
to an individual or organization whose contributions or 
service to FGS or the genealogical community are singled 
out for recognition by the FGS President.  Ed Donakey was 
presented a 2015 FGS Presidential Citation for his work in 
leading the FGS 2014 Conference team.  Both Fran Jensen 
and Elaine Hasleton were presented 2015 FGS Presidential 
Citations for their tireless work and dedication to the 
Preserve the Pensions project.

2015 FGS Certificate of Appreciation
Established in 1983, FGS Certificates of Appreciation are 
presented to an individual or organization expressing 
thanks for work performed for FGS in an outstanding 
manner.  Several can be given each year.  The following 
volunteers received 2015 FGS Certificates of Appreciation:

• Joseph Grossman (California), FGS 2015 
Conference Publications Committee Member

• Jane Haldeman (Illinois), FGS 2015 Conference 
Publications Committee Member

• Mary Kathryn Kozy (Washington), FGS 2015 
Conference Publications Committee Member

• Dawne Slater (Indiana), FGS 2015 Conference 
Publications Committee Member

• Rorey Cathcart (South Carolina), FGS 2015 
Conference Marketing Committee Member

• Tonia Kendrick (Georgia), FGS 2015 Conference 
Marketing Committee Member

• Amy Johnson Crow (Ohio), FGS 2015 Conference 
Volunteer Committee Member

• James Jeffrey (Colorado), FGS 2015 Conference 
Program Committee Member

• J. Mark Lowe (Tennessee), FGS 2015 Conference 
Program Committee Member

• Taneya Y. Koonce (Tennessee), FGS 2015 
Conference Program Committee Member

• Amber Sumison (Utah), FGS 2015 Conference 
Program Committee Member

Indeed, today’s genealogists stand on the shoulders of 
the volunteers who have come before them and on those 
shoulders of the people sitting next to them at a society 
meeting or even on the shoulders of those who they talk 
to everyday on social media.  Those mentioned above are 
just the tip of the iceberg.  Who else in the genealogical 
community deserves to be recognized and thanked?  FGS 
accepts nominations all year long.  Nominate deserving 
organizations and volunteers today. 

A genealogist and businesswoman 
for over ten years, Caroline Pointer 
presently serves as the vice-president 
of membership for FGS and chairs 
the Membership, Marketing, and 
Reviews Committees.  Caroline lives 
in Texas, where she also serves as the 
director for communications for Texas 

State Genealogical Society and is managing editor of the TSGS 
quarterly publication STIRPES.  Caroline also created and 
maintains the popular blog 4YourFamilyStory.com, where she 
brings technology and genealogy together for her readers.
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Thank You
Nothing says

like an award from FGS.

Nominate a volunteer
or an organization today.

FGS.org
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Run a Matching 
Campaign & Help 
Preserve the Pensions
By David E. Rencher, AG, CGSM, FIGRS, FUGA

The Preserve the Pensions project to 
digitize 7.2 million pages of War of 1812 
pension records has been successfully 

raising funds for four years.  To date, over 50 
percent of the $3.4 million needed to digitize 
these precious files in the National Archives 
has been raised.  The success of the effort thus 
far has been from the many donations from 
individuals, society members, and society 
leaders, who have led the way to generate 
publicity and raise awareness for the project.

One way your society can get involved is to 
run a matching challenge, where you match contributions 
up to a certain amount.  For example, if your society agrees 
to match donations up to $500, and you collect $500 from 
your members, that becomes a total of $1,000 raised for the 
Preserve the Pensions project.  In addition, FGS currently 
has a designated fund to match your society’s donation, 
making the total $2,000.  And lastly, Ancestry.com will 
match that amount, making the total contribution $4,000, 
which all started with a collection of just $500 from your 
members.

If your society wants to run a Preserve the Pensions 
match challenge, the following pointers may be helpful.  

• First, determine the amount your society is willing 
to match and be sure to get approval from your 
board before announcing the challenge to your 
society members.  

• Next, determine the dates you want to run the 
campaign and how you will collect contributions.  

• Then contact the FGS Business Office (office@fgs.
org) to get your project designated as an FGS-
approved society matching campaign.

If your society does not already have the funds to 
initiate your matching campaign, then you will need to 
create a seed fund to match the individual donations from 
your members.  To do this, you may need to hold a separate 
money-raising event or designate one of your annual 
fundraising efforts to create your seed fund.  These events 
could be a variety of things, such as a bake sale, a garage 
sale, or liquidating a supply of your printed publications 
that are taking up space. 

Another option would be to add a box on your society’s 
membership renewal form for an additional $1–5 at the 
time of renewal.  Perhaps you could sponsor a walk to a 
destination that has significant historic value, particularly if 
it’s a War of 1812 site in your area.

You should determine how contributions will be made 
to your society and share these instructions with your 
members.  You can collect cash donations at an upcoming 
seminar or meeting.  Members can mail checks to your 
society or use PayPal if you are set up to take donations in 
that manner. 

Once you have reached your goal, be sure to use your 
society name when you make your online donation or mail 

25   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 27, Issue 2  •  Summer 2015

Back to TOC

http://preservethepensions.org/
http://preservethepensions.org/
mailto:office@fgs.org
mailto:office@fgs.org


Run a Matching Campaign & Help Preserve the Pensions

your society check to the FGS Business Office.  
The Preserve the Pensions project team would 
love to share your success with other societies, 
so be sure to let us know the amount you have 
donated and how you accomplished your goal 
(email us at office@fgs.org).

A matching challenge is a great way to 
generate enthusiasm and energy in your 
society.  Not only will it quadruple the 
initial contribution, but it can pull society 
members together for a terrific cause—
FREE digital images forever.  Make this 
a fun event for everyone, and use your 
creativity with the amount—like setting your 
goals in increments of 1812.  For example, 
$1,812 or some increment of it.  You could 
even encourage your members to become 
monthly donors of $18.12—a small amount, 
but it produces great results.  And be sure to 
provide periodic updates to your members 
so this will become their campaign as well.  
Most of all—have fun!!

David E. Rencher, 
AG®, CGSM, FIGRS, 
FUGA, is employed 
by the Family History 
Department in Salt 
Lake City as the Chief 
Genealogical Officer 

for FamilySearch.  A professional genealogist 
since 1977, he was accredited in Ireland 
research in 1981.  He graduated from Brigham 
Young University in 1980 with a BA in Family 
and Local History.  He is the Irish course 
coordinator and instructor for the Samford 
University Institute of Genealogical and 
Historical Research (IGHR) in Birmingham, 
Alabama.  He is a past president of the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 
1997–2000 and of the Utah Genealogical 
Association (UGA) 1993–1995 and a Fellow 
of that organization.  He is vice president of 
the International Society for British Genealogy 
and Family History and an instructor for the 
British Institute.

Societies with Past or Current Matching Campaigns
• Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies
• Fairfax, Virginia Genealogical Society
• Florida State Genealogical Society
• Hamilton County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society
• Indiana State Genealogical Society
• Illinois State Genealogical Society
• Kentucky Genealogical Society
• Lancaster, Texas Genealogical Society
• Montana State Genealogical Society
• North Hills Genealogists
• Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society
• Southern California Genealogical Society
• Texas State Genealogical Society
• The Villages Genealogical Society
• Williamson County, Texas Genealogical Society

Societies Currently Promoting Donations
• North Carolina Genealogical Society 
• San Diego Genealogical Society
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Donate Today

7.2 Million Images to Capture

www.PreserveThePensions.org

Countless Stories to Discover
150K Pension Files to Save

https://www.preservethepensions.org/donate
https://www.preservethepensions.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/1812pensions
https://twitter.com/1812pensions
https://www.pinterest.com/1812pensions/


Spotlight on Member Projects

Caroline Pointer

Preservation Projects, 
Special Interest Groups, 
New Websites & More
By Caroline Pointer

Whether it be indexing projects, digitization 
projects, fundraising, or educational programs, 
FGS member societies and their volunteers are 

quite busy in the genealogy community preserving family 
history and helping people learn how to preserve their own 
family history.  Below you can discover what they have been 
up to, find preservation volunteer opportunities, uncover 
a new index or database that may hold the answer to your 
research problem, or even grab some ideas for your own 
society.  Don’t forget to check out our events calendar for all 
the upcoming FGS member society events to find a learning 
opportunity near you.

One problem genealogists tend to have is that they spend 
hours upon hours finding and telling their ancestors’ stories, 

but then forget to record their own stories.  The Peoria 
County (IL) Genealogical Society (PCGS) is trying to help 
their members pass down their stories by publishing them 
once in their magazine Prairie Roots and preserving them in 
the PCGS archive at the Peoria Public Library for generations 
to come.  For more information, visit their brand new and 
well-designed website.  PCGS has recently added new Bible 
records to their collection located in the Peoria Public Library 
and copies of the pages from the collection can be ordered 
on the PCGS website.  Also, PCGS has a call for volunteers:  
a webmaster (they have a temporary one right now), help 
with records digitization, and article submissions for their 
magazine.  These activities can all be done from home.  If 
interested, send an email to pcgspresident@gmail.com.

A genealogist and businesswoman for over ten years, Caroline Pointer presently serves as the vice-president of membership 
for FGS and chairs the Membership, Marketing, and Reviews Committees.  Caroline lives in Texas, where she also serves as the 
director for communications for Texas State Genealogical Society and is managing editor of the TSGS quarterly publication 
STIRPES.  Caroline also created and maintains the popular blog 4YourFamilyStory.com,where she brings technology and 
genealogy together for her readers.

Member societies, if you have a records preservation project you are currently working on, new databases you have added to 
your website, new member benefits you are offering, or any recent collaborations that you would like to see listed here, please 
send all information to membership@fgs.org.  Member societies can also submit their upcoming events, including webinars, to 
calendar@fgs.org for inclusion in the FGS Upcoming Events Calendar.
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Spotlight on Member Projects

Speaking of new websites, the Scott County (IA) 
Genealogical Society has a beautiful new website.  While 
you’re there, check out their records collection.

Currently, Kern County (CA) Genealogical Society members 
are working on two projects.  More than just a listing, their 
Blue Mountain Cemetery Listing Project is enhanced with 
relationships, relevant historical information, and, of course, 
sources for the information.  The purpose of their second 
project, the Sonoran Project, is to raise awareness of the 
Hispanic settlers who came to the southern San Joaquin 
Valley from the Mexican State of Sonora.

The Czech and Slovak American Genealogy Society of 
Illinois (CSAGSI) will be celebrating their 20th anniversary in 
2016 and to commemorate it, they will be creating a keepsake 
program book for attendees of the anniversary dinner.  
Also, recently the CSAGSI Paul M. Nemeckek Genealogy 
Collection was relocated to the Riverside Public Library, 
where CSAGSI volunteers will be staffing the collection.

The California Genealogical Society & Library (CGS&L) 
recently acquired a collection of California directories 
and telephone books and have added HistoryGeo.com to 
its subscription database collections.  The CGS&L is also 
looking for an editor and guest contributors for their blog.  
Check out CGS&L’s other volunteer opportunities.

Sometimes taking your society’s program on the road with 
a field trip can reveal excellent research opportunities, 

which is what the Monmouth County (NJ) Genealogical 
Society (MCGS) found out on their recent field trips to The 
David Library of the American Revolution in Washington 
Crossing, Pennsylvania, and the Museum at Old First 
Methodist Church—both full of helpful resources for family 
history researchers.  The MCGS also recently began three 
Special Interest Groups (SIGs):  African-American, Irish, 
and Scots-Irish.

Getting new society members off to a good start with 
their research is an excellent idea for a society to engage 
new members.  The board of the St. Clair County (IL) 
Genealogical Society recently approved a special discounted 
price of their publication St. Clair County, Illinois, Research 
and Resources: A Genealogist’s Guide for new members.  
They also have added updates on their website to their 
German Obituary Translation Project.  These obituaries 
were originally published June through October 26, 1893 in 
the Post und Zeitung (Belleville, Illinois), and the German-
to-English translations were completed locally by students 
in German classes at Belleville Township High School. 

Another good way to engage new and current members, 
and to help focus them on their research, is a society 
certificate or a lineage society.  They can provide much 
needed guidance for family historians and provide an 
excellent way to preserve local family history.  The Chicago 
Genealogical Society recently added a new type of residency 
certificate called the Progressive, which includes ancestors 
who took up residence in the city between January 1894 and 
the end of March 1933.  Visit the CGS website to learn more 
about their Ancestor Certificates program.

Not to be outdone, the Ohio Genealogical Society has 
added a fifth lineage society to their offerings, The Society of 
Families of the Old Northwest Territory 
(SFONT).  Open to members and non-
members, SFONT will honor those who 
settled in the Old Northwest Territory, 
as well as those who settled in the area 
prior to it becoming a part of the United 
States and who were of Native American, 
French, and British ancestry.
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Spotlight on Member Projects

Talking research problems out with another researcher can 
sometimes help a family historian gain a new perspective 
on an old problem.  The Johnson County (KS) Genealogical 
Society (JCGS) has a research mentorship program where 
members can contact designated and qualified research 
mentors to talk through their research problem and get 
some much-needed advice.  For those members wanting 
to get hands-on help with writing their family history, 
JCGS started a Genealogy Writing Special Interest Group.  
Participants are using Writing Your Family History written 
by Gill Blanchard as a guide and alternate writing short 
papers about a person or event from their family’s history.  
Also, JCGS has a call out for volunteers to help with their 
annual seminar in October 2015.

Have roots in Rochester, New York?  The Church Records 
Preservation Committee (CRPC) of the Rochester (NY) 
Genealogical Society (RGS) recently added a selection of 
the Webster Baptist historical records to their website.  The 
CRPC is quite active digitizing historical church records 
and scanning historical marriage records, having recently 
digitized the marriage records from the Town of Perington.  
Also, they are close to completing the Third Presbyterian 
and Bethlehem Lutheran (Penfield) projects.  The CRPC 
will be organizing a digitization workshop later this year, 
which will provide hands-on training with ongoing society 
digitization projects.  Likewise, RGS is also involved in the 
Rochester Churches Indexing Project (RCIP), which recently 
added 2,676 baptisms from St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
through the year 1895 and 557 deaths from the Holy Family 
Catholic Church.  The RCIP has also expanded the indexing 
project to Protestant churches that the RGS Church Records 
Preservation Committee have already digitized.

Thanks to the generosity of the Middle Tennessee 
Genealogical Society, the Tennessee State Library and 
Archives (TSLA) was able to accelerate their restoration 
efforts of its Revolutionary War-era land records this 
past summer with the addition of an intern who assisted 
TSLA’s full-time staff.  Also, MTGS member volunteers are 
currently indexing Tennessee county marriage records on 
FamilySearch.

Staffed by volunteers, the Ozarks Genealogical Society 
(OGS) library provides access to research materials for 
every county in Missouri as well as almost every US state.  

To join their library volunteer team, contact OGS at 417-
861-7503.  OGS also sponsors a monthly research day for 
members, a monthly computer workshop, and a monthly 
genealogy workshop.

The library collection of the Whittier Area (CA) 
Genealogical Society contains more than 3,000 books 
and periodicals and is housed in the Wardman Library at 
Whittier College.  Researchers can access the collection’s 
catalog online via the Wardman Library’s catalog and limit 
searches to “Whittier Area Genealogical Society (WAGS) 
Collection” in the location field.

Recently, the Guild of One-Name Studies welcomed its 
7,000th member!  They’ve also launched a trial Members’ 
Website Project wherein the purpose of this project is 
to enable the one-name website to remain accessible 
indefinitely as a live website after a member has died 
or ceased to be a Guild member, as well as allowing 
participants, as members of the Guild, to maintain and 
develop their websites.  Additionally, the Guild’s Probate 
Index Project is now up to 108,000 entries and all names 
listed in the probate records are indexed.  However, the goal 
is to increase the number of probate entries exponentially.  
Learn more about this project and volunteering for it on the 
Guild’s website.

We love learning about and sharing your society’s activities 
like digitization projects, indexing projects, cemetery 
projects, workshops, classes, fundraising activities, 
anniversaries, etc.  Member societies can send updates of 
society activities to membership@fgs.org.  Not an FGS 
Member?  Join today to start taking advantage of all the 
benefits of an FGS membership.
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• FGS Upcoming Events Calendar 
http://fgs.org/eventListings.php?nm=211

• Peoria County (IL) Genealogical Society 
http://peoriacountygenealogy.org

• Scott County (IA) Genealogical Society 
http://scottcountyroots.org

• Kern County (CA) Genealogical Society 
http://kerngenealogical.org

• Czech and Slovak American Genealogy Society of Illinois 
http://csagsi.org

• California Genealogical Society & Library 
http://californiaancestors.org

• CGS&L Volunteer Opportunities 
http://californiaancestors.org/about-cgs/2014-01-30-07-52-52

• Monmouth County (NJ) Genealogical Society 
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njmcgs/index.htm

• St. Clair County (IL) Genealogical Society 
http://stclair-ilgs.org

• Chicago Genealogical Society 
http://chicagogenealogy.org

• CGS Ancestor Certificates 
http://chicagogenealogy.org/certificates.html

• Ohio Genealogical Society 
http://ogs.org

• OGS Society of the Old Northwest Territory 
http://ogs.org/about/lineage/sfont.php

• Johnson County (KS) Genealogical Society 
http://jcgsks.org

• Rochester (NY) Genealogical Society 
http://nyrgs.org

• RGS Church Records Preservation Committee 
http://crpc.nyrgs.org

• Rochester Churches Indexing Project 
http://rcip.info

• Whittier Area (CA) Genealogical Society 
http://cagenweb.com/kr/wags

• WAGS Library Collection Catalog 
http://library.whittier.edu/search/X

• Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society 
http://mtgs.org/projects/default.html

• FamilySearch 
http://familysearch.org

• Ozarks Genealogical Society 
http://ozarksgs.org

• Guild of One-Name Studies 
http://one-name.org

• Guild of One-Name Studies - Members’ Websites Project 
http://one-name.net/home/index.html

• Guild of One-Name Studies - Guild Indexes 
http://one-name.org/the-guild-indexes

• Join FGS 
http://fgs.org/cstm_JoinFGS.php

Links Mentioned in This Article

Spotlight on Member Projects
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Ethics & Standards

Judy G. Russell

Copyright and Ethical Violations 
Concerning Lectures
By Judy G. Russell, JD, CGSM, CGLSM

It happens at almost every 
conference and meeting these 
days.  
A speaker begins a presentation 

with carefully crafted words and 
slides full of images to illustrate those 
words…and someone, somewhere in 
the room starts copying the work.

Out comes the cell phone or the 
tablet, up go the hands and—click, 
click, click. 

Or out comes the digital recorder 
and—click, click, click.

Or the attendee gets home and 
someone else who wasn’t at the 
meeting asks for a copy of the handout 
and—click, click, click.

But there’s no harm in any of 
this copying, right?  Nobody is doing 
anything wrong, surely—after all, the 
speaker is there to share.

Hold on just a minute here.
Not so fast.
There’s a minor little problem in 

these scenarios.  It’s the problem that 
unauthorized copying of the speaker’s 
work—her slides, her handouts, or 
her words—may violate the speaker’s 
copyright in her work.  And even 
where it’s not a direct copyright 
violation, it can be an ethical violation.

Copyright is the legal protection 
given to the creator of a work—
for example, a writer, a lecturer, a 

photographer, or an artist—in the 
form of certain exclusive rights for a 
period of years. 

Perhaps the most important of 
the exclusive rights guaranteed by the 
law is the right to control any copying 
of the work.  That right is set out in 
Section 106 of Title 17 of the United 
States Code, which gives the creator 
the exclusive right “to reproduce the 
copyrighted work in copies” and the 

exclusive right “to distribute copies…
of the copyrighted work to the 
public….”

To get legal protection, it isn’t 
necessary that the creator put any 
kind of copyright notice on the work.  
A lecturer doesn’t have to make an 
announcement that the lecture is 

copyrighted and doesn’t have to put 
a copyright statement (that “©2015” 
notation, for example) on the 
handouts.

And the work doesn’t have to 
be registered with the United States 
Copyright Office to be protected, 
either.  Copyright comes into play 
immediately and automatically.

So when that attendee starts 
taking pictures of the slides, or starts 

recording the talk, or makes a copy of 
the handout, there are real copyright 
concerns, concerns that persist for a 
long time after that lecture.

Copyright—that bundle of 
exclusive rights—begins the minute 
the work takes a tangible form—a term 
that includes formats like a computer 

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures on topics ranging from using 
court records in family history to understanding DNA testing.  On the faculty of IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP, she is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Board for Certification of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified GenealogistSM 
and Certified Genealogical LecturerSM.  Her award-winning blog is at http://www.legalgenealogist.com.
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Ethics & Standards

file, a digital photograph, or an audio recording.  And it lasts, under current law, for 
70 years after the creator’s death—with slightly different time frames if the creator 
worked anonymously or for a corporation that owned the copyright.

Nobody wants to violate the law.  We all understand that a presentation is the 
speaker’s intellectual property.  We know it’s hard work to produce a good lecture, 
and hard work to put together a good handout to go along with it.

We also understand that societies that put together conferences and seminars 
work hard to publish the handouts in book or booklet form, and they have 
intellectual property rights in the compilations too.

Beyond the copyright issues are ethical concerns.  Our ethical codes advise us 
that we are not to reproduce another person’s work without written consent and 
giving credit to the creator of the work.

Since we want speakers to keep speaking and societies to keep sponsoring 
seminars, workshops and conferences—and neither will do so if their rights aren’t 
protected—what exactly can we do about this problem?

First, as society leaders, we need to set a clear policy as to what will and won’t be 
allowed at meetings where speakers appear.  The Federation of Genealogical Societies 
does that in its conference syllabus each year.  In 2015, for example, it stated that:

Copyright applies to the compiled material presented in the Conference Guide 
and the 2015 FGS Syllabus.  Any copying, electronic manipulation, or other 
use of this matter beyond the limitations of “fair use” is expressly prohibited 
without the specific permission of the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
and the individual presenters.  Each presenter retains the specific, individual 
copyright to his or her lectures, workshops, and syllabus materials.

The FGS Social Media Policy explains that photography is not permitted in 
conference sessions “without the express written permission of the speaker and 

FGS” and that recording of all kinds 
isn’t allowed “except by specific written 
permission of FGS and the speaker.”

FGS also asks attendees to 
“respect the rights of fellow conference 
attendees, as well as the intellectual 
property rights and copyrights of FGS 
and its presenters and speakers.”

Second, as speakers, we need to let 
people know when we will and when 
we won’t (and sometimes can’t) allow 
them to take pictures or copy even 
small parts of our work.  Even though 
a copyright notice isn’t required in our 
handouts, it’s a good idea to put it there 
to make sure attendees think about 
copyright issues.  And making a brief 
announcement before a presentation 
that sets out what the limits are 
and asking people to respect our 
copyrights, puts folks on notice as well.

Finally, as society members 
and attendees, we need to follow 
the rules—and speak up when we 
see others who aren’t following the 
rules.  Many genealogists aren’t aware 
of the copyrights of speakers and 
presenters, and may take photos or 
recordings without even thinking 
of the possibility that they might 
be infringing a speaker’s rights.  
Reminding our fellow members, 
gently, that there are legal restrictions 
on copying someone’s work is usually 
all that’s needed to ensure that 
everyone’s interests are protected.
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WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE THIS
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT TOOL
FOR GENEALOGY SOCIETIES.

BECAUSE YOU HELPED
DESIGN IT.

YOU WANT IT TO BE EASY.
You don’t need to know anything special about 
computers to use EasyNetSites. If you can use a 

word processor, �ll out a simple form, and click a 
mouse you have all the necessary skills to create, 

maintain and update your own website.

YOU WANT IT TO BE POWERFUL.
In no time at all you’ll be able to create web pages, 
insert photos and links, operate online databases 
like cemetery lists and library archives, manage 
your membership, send blast emails and much, 

much more — all with point and click ease.

YOU WANT IT TO BE ADAPTABLE.
EasyNetSites is made to be custom-built to your 

speci�c needs. You choose exactly what features you 
want to include. Our built-in editing tools let you 
control the content on every single page. You even 
have control over who has access to certain pages.

YOU WANT IT TO BE AFFORDABLE.
Here’s the best part: you get all this and a beautiful, 
professionally designed website at a price that any 

budget-conscious society can a�ord.
Just listen to what these people have to say:

People just like you from genealogy societies across the nation told us exactly what they wanted in a 
web program... and we listened!

Call 813-269-4455 today for your free, no obligation demonstration.

 “EasyNetSites are spreading across the genealogical community and for good reason. I’ve had nothing 
but great experiences with the company and see a long partnership ahead.”

- George G. Morgan  President, Aha! Seminars, Inc.

 “With ENS we were able to create a professional-looking, highly functional site that is easy to enhance 
and maintain. Plus, we now have a built-in membership management system. Responsive customer 

service and timely system upgrades also have been big bene�ts.”
- Maryland Genealogical Society

http://www.easynetsites.com


Next Generation

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

Networking Tips
By Shannon Combs-Bennett

The room was loud, crowded, 
and stuffy but I was 
determined to enter it and 

meet people like me.  People who 
loved to go down rabbit trails in the 
wee hours of the morning because 
they were hot on the path of an elusive 
ancestor.  I knew, I just KNEW, that 
somewhere in that crowd of people, 
who loved family history like I did, 
there would be one person I could 
connect with.  If they were a mom or 
younger member, that would be icing 
on the cake.  All I needed was one 
connection so that I did not feel out of 
place and lost anymore.

Networking situations are an 
absolutely terrifying experience for 
many people.  For others, it comes 
very easily.  Talking, hand shaking, 
and getting to know a complete 
stranger is almost an unconscious 
gift for those who make it look so 
easy to the rest of us.  They are so 
carefree, so confident.  Not like me 
who has to think about not tripping 
over my tongue as I try to speak.  
The rest of us, the ones that are shy 
or intimidated, understand that 
networking is an evil monster we must 
subdue and defeat to get where we 
want to in our genealogical circles.  

For those of you who also have 
to defeat the evil monster, let me tell 
you this.  Networking is vital to your 
genealogy.  You need to get up and put 
yourself out there, particularly if you 
are a younger genealogist.  

Why?  Let me give you five 
reasons on how it can benefit you, 
your research, and the community.

1.  You Never Have to Do it 
Alone Again
Making connections within the field 
allows you to crowdsource your 
problems.  Cast a wide net and get to 
know people in a variety of niches.  
You never know when you will have a 
question about a topic that you know 
absolutely nothing about.  Having a 
resource in your contact list with that 
specialty could come in handy.

Plus, having a friend to go 
with you to meetings, conferences, 
seminars, lunches, or evening 
function makes meeting new friends 
even easier.  Never underestimate the 
power of a good wingman.

2.  Help Yourself by Helping 
Others
Volunteering is a great way to 
network and meet other likeminded 
individuals.  Look for opportunities 
everywhere.  It could be at your 
local society or it could be for an 

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology.  One of her passions is 
encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy.  This includes children through adults thanks to the 
ongoing interest her children show in their family history.  She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist and is 
currently the Education chair for The NextGen Genealogy Network.  Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/tntfamhist.
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online community.  Put yourself out 
there and see what happens.  Once 
organizers realize what you can do 
and you meet more people, the sooner 
the opportunities will come to you, all 
thanks to your great networking skills.

A word of caution.  Remember 
that your work is a reflection of how 
others see you.  If you drop the ball 
or do a sloppy job you may not get a 
second chance.  Only take on as much 
as you are able to in areas with which 
you are familiar.

3.  Be Confident and Know 
Your Stuff
Confidence is a learned trait.  When 
you start a conversation, be confident 
in your language, actions, and 
demeanor.  If you are invited into 
a conversation and someone asks 
you about yourself, have a short 
introduction prepared in your head.  
It helps take the nerves away and 
prevents you from figuring out on the 
fly what you want to say to people. 

It could be as simple as where 
you are from and why you came 
to the function.  If you get a more 
pointed question, such as if you have 
a research specialty, go into more 
details.  It may lead you to a great 
conversation or introductions to 
others who share your passion.    

4.  Being a Follower is Cool Too
While in-person networking is 
awesome, let’s admit it, most of us will 
do our networking completely online.  
It is very easy to make hundreds of 
virtual connections within minutes.  
Which is awesome, but now what?  
Yes, following a cool genealogist is 
awesome, but what does it get you?  

Networking online does not 
mean you get to stop interacting with 

Genealogical societies have

your family history.
resources to help you with

Find aSociety.
FGS.org

Federation of Genealogical Societies

people.  Far from it.  Lurking can be fun and you can glean a lot of information 
from people, but it does not help you make connections.  Start conversations.  Post 
replies.  Interact with others and reap the benefits.  A simple question to a friend 
or colleague could very easily grow into a conversation with an expert living in 
another country.  

5.  You Never Stop Learning
This field relies heavily on self-education.  With few opportunities for formal 
collegiate education we look for ways to advance our own education.  Networking 
can be a great aid in this and one of the greatest benefits.  Through the act of 
connecting with people on a potentially global scale, you have the opportunity to 
learn in ways that genealogists of the past were not able to.  The possibilities for 
education are endless thanks to the number of connections we make with other 
genealogists.
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Records Preservation & Access

Linda McCleary

Connecticut Land Records 
Available Online, Fires Destroy 
Historical Records & More
By Linda McCleary, MLS

This column aims to keep you 
up to date on preservation 
efforts, as well as issues 

affecting access to records.  To submit 
or examine current information about 
record availability, visit the Records 
Preservation and Access Committee 
(RPAC) website.

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee
The Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC) continues to 
gather signatures from genealogists 
and historians all over the United 
States for the Genealogists’ 
Declaration of Rights, which 
advocates open access to federal, 
state, and local public records.  The 
Declaration of Rights is a document 
RPAC plans to use in response to 
both state and federal legislation 
that would restrict access to public 
records.  Signatures have been 
collected at the annual conferences 
for the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, the National Genealogical 
Society, and the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies (the three sponsoring 
organizations), as well as local 
and state genealogical societies’ 
conferences and general meetings.  

For additional information, see Jan 
Alpert’s June 4, 2015 RPAC blog 
post “Genealogists’ Declaration of 
Rights—We Need Your Support!” and 
the Records Preservation and Access 
column in the Spring 2015 issue of 
FORUM.

Jan Alpert, RPAC chair, attended 
the National Coalition for History 
board meeting held in conjunction 
with the American History 
Association annual meeting in New 
York City.  One of the highlights 
mentioned was the successful effort 
to save the New York Public Library 
on 42nd Street in New York City, 
which was championed by New York 
Times reporter Michael Kimmelman.  
Similarities between the proposed 
closing of the New York Public 
Library and the earlier attempt to 
close the Library of Michigan were 
made.

Several RPAC members were 
present at the February 2015 FGS/
RootsTech conference held in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.  Alpert and FGS 
legal counsel Fred Moss led an 
hour-long session joined by Jan 
Meisels Allen via telephone.  The 
session could be remotely accessed 
via telephone for those interested.  
The PowerPoint presentation is 

available at the RPAC website under 
“Publications.”

A real threat to records access 
was the proposed closure of the 
genealogy collection at the Indiana 
State Library.  Legislators wanted to 
cut the Indiana State Library’s budget, 
eliminating the genealogy collection.  
The Indiana legislators and the 
Indiana governor heard a huge outcry 
from genealogists all over the United 
States and Canada.  At this writing, 
there is cautious optimism that the 
genealogy collection has been saved 
and that the budget includes money 
for the Indiana State Library to 
continue operating.

States
Connecticut:  Many 
Connecticut land 
records have now 

been digitized and are available 24/7 
thanks to a partnership between 
the offices of participating Town 
Clerks and Cott Systems.  Indexed 
information and images for land 
records, plus other recorded 
information maintained by Town 
Clerk’s offices, are available at the 
new Connecticut Town Clerks Portal.  
A free index is available if you sign 
in as a guest, but if you subscribe, 

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen years before her retirement.  
She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records 
Preservation and Access Committee, and is a past director of the FGS.  

38   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 27, Issue 2  •  Summer 2015

Back to TOC

http://www.fgs.org/rpac/
http://www.fgs.org/rpac/2015/06/04/genealogists-declaration-of-rights-we-need-your-support-2/
http://www.fgs.org/rpac/2015/06/04/genealogists-declaration-of-rights-we-need-your-support-2/
http://www.fgs.org/rpac/publications
https://connecticut-townclerks-records.com/User/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fIndex.aspx


• Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) Website and Blog 
http://fgs.org/rpac

• “Genealogists’ Declaration of Rights—We Need Your Support!” Blog Post 
http://fgs.org/rpac/2015/06/04/genealogists-declaration-of-rights-we-need-
your-support-2

• RPAC Website - “Publications” 
http://fgs.org/rpac/publications

• Connecticut Town Clerks Portal 
http://connecticut-townclerks-records.com

• Death and General Vital Statistics Provisions (Articles 205 and 207) - Records 
of Death Information 
http://rules.cityofnewyork.us/content/deaths-and-general-vital-statistics-
provisions-articles-205-and-207-records-death

• Dayton Metro Library - Genealogy Center 
http://daytonmetrolibrary.org/locations/history

Links Mentioned in This Article
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bank checks, etc. were seen several 
blocks from the warehouse.  The fire 
continued to smolder, erupting into 
small fires for several days because of 
the paper inside the warehouse.  The 
building housed 1.1 million cubic 
feet of storage space.

Amendments to the New York 
City Health Code were recently 
added that impact genealogists 
and researchers.  Section 556 of 
the charter grants the Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene 
jurisdiction to supervise and 
control the registration of deaths.  

Amendments to sections 205 and 
207 of the Health Code:  (1) expand 
access to confidential medical reports 
of death for deaths that occurred 
prior to January 1, 2010; (2) clarify 
who may obtain a copy of a death 
certificate; and (3) expand access 
to fact-of-death information for 
specified benefit-paying parties, 
licensed doctors, and attorneys upon 
payment of a fee.  See “Death and 
General Vital Statistics Provisions 
(Articles 205 and 207) - Records 
of Death Information” for more 
information.  The amendments 

you receive unlimited access to ALL 
participating towns’ land record 
information including images of the 
original records.  Subscription prices 
vary from a 24-hour period to a full 
365 days.  Information on what is 
available from each participating city 
can be accessed at the above website.

Illinois:  A devastating 
fire destroyed a 124-year-
old former schoolhouse 
that served as the local 
historical and genealogical 

society’s museum and library in 
Marissa, Illinois.  Items lost in 
the fire include:  books and Bibles 
from the 1800s, old church records, 
genealogical records, family histories, 
old newspaper clippings from the 
town, and old photographs depicting 
coal mining and town life.  Mayor 
Jerry Cross said that the town would 
rebuild the museum and library.  
Owners of an empty store in Marissa 
have offered the space to house the 
recovered artifacts until a permanent 
structure has been erected.  The 
museum and library had been listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places since 1994.

New York:  
In Brooklyn, 
a huge fire 
destroyed 
a storage 

warehouse that housed old local 
hospital medical records, state court 
system records, law and financial 
services firms’ records, and the 
city’s Administration for Children’s 
Services and Health and Hospitals 
Corporation records.  Decades’ worth 
of charred scraps of medical records, 
court transcripts, lawyers’ letters, 

Screenshot of the Connecticu Town Clerks Portal.
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amend Health Code section 205.07(a) 
to add siblings, grandparents, and 
grandchildren to the list of people 
who may access confidential medical 
reports of death.  Health Code 
section 207.11 currently allows 
“persons or their representatives, 
who are agents of, or who otherwise 
have a legal or fiduciary obligation 
to such persons, as a relative, person 
in control of disposition, heir or 
beneficiary…” to inspect death 
records.  The current language has led 
to confusion about who is entitled to 
a decedent’s death record.  Therefore, 
the Department proposes to clarify 
the classes of people entitled to 
inspect a confidential medical report 
of death, and align that list with the 
proposed amendments to section 

205.07.  RPAC would like to see the 
inclusion of forensic genealogists to 
the list of persons having access to 
the death records.

Ohio:  The Dayton 
Metro Library’s 
Genealogy Center has 
been moved to a new 

location awaiting renovations and 
expansion at the Main Library.  The 
collection can be accessed at 359 
Maryland Avenue in Dayton from 
9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and, Thursdays and 9:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays.  The 
renovations are expected to be 
completed by summer 2016.

Tennessee:  
Another 

fire this past winter has destroyed 
valuable records.  This time, historical 
records dating from the 1840s burned 
in a building housing the Van Buren 
County Administration Building 
and Historical Society.  Civil War 
artifacts, pictures from the Civil 
War, birth and death certificates, and 
thousands of historical records were 
lost in the fire.  Because of the below 
freezing temperatures, much of the 
firefighting equipment froze and 
could not be used.  Many of the more 
current records had been digitized 
and had backups in other parts of the 
county, but, as of this writing, it is 
unknown if any of the older records 
had been digitized and saved.

Continuing education for societies & the individual genealogist alike.
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New! IN SEARCH OF YOUR 
GERMAN ROOTS. A Complete 
Guide to Tracing Your Ancestors in 
the Germanic Areas of Europe. Fifth 
Edition. Angus Baxter. 138 pp., paper. 
2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2011-3. $19.95
This guide is designed to help you trace 
your German ancestry, not only in Ger-
many but in all the German-speaking 
areas of Europe, from the Baltic to the 

Crimea, from the Czech Republic to Belgium. It shows you 
how to conduct your research at your computer, using a variety 
of online resources and also points you to the most useful re-
positories of records abroad. This fifth edition highlights all of 
the recent developments—new facilities, new websites, newly 
available records—that have made German family history re-
search immeasurably easier. 

New! THE ULTIMATE SEARCH 
BOOK: U.S. Adoption, Genealogy 
& Other Search Secrets.  
Lori Carangelo. 8½" x 11". 92 pp., illus., 
indexed, paper. 2015.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5729-4. $19.95
This is a completely up-to-date exposition 
of Lori Carangelo’s mastery in finding ad-
opted children, missing relatives, runaway 
children, and other missing persons. The 

director of the organization Americans for Open Records, Ca-
rangelo explains (1) just how search experts get past the wall of 
secrecy and roadblocks; (2) how, in the case of adoptees, they 
find someone without a prior knowledge of the name; and (3) 
the trade secrets of both professional investigators and amateur 
sleuths for legally circumventing roadblocks to accessing infor-
mation. She discusses numerous record categories that figure in 
the discovery process, including court dockets, adoption decrees, 
hospital records, baptismal certificates, DMV records, Social 
Security records, DNA testing, voter registrations, telephone re-
cords, military records, divorces, tax records, and much more.

THE SURNAMES OF WALES. 
Updated and Expanded Edition.  
John & Sheila Rowlands. 344 pp., illus., 
maps, indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1997-1. $39.95
This updated and expanded edition seeks to 
dispel many of the myths which surround 
the subject and is illustrated by evidence 
taken from a survey of more than 270,000 

surnames found in parish records throughout Wales. Chapters 
include a comprehensive survey of Welsh surnames and a glos-
sary of surnames. This is the core of the work, as it provides the 
origins and history of surnames from the viewpoint of family 
history and also shows the distribution and incidence of sur-
names throughout Wales. 

POLISH ROOTS. Second Edition. 
Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 pp., maps, 
indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 978-0-8063-
2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original in 1993, 
the Internet has made the task of locating 
Polish ancestors much easier, as more infor-
mation and images are made available on-
line. In addition, there has been a marked 
rise in interest in genealogy in Poland, re-
sulting in a great increase in the number of Polish genealogical 
societies available and the amount of helpful information dis-
seminated. This second edition addresses these exciting devel-
opments, with a new Introduction, four new chapters, several 
new maps and charts, and numerous updates throughout the 
original text.

INTERNATIONAL VITAL 
RECORDS HANDBOOK, 6th 
Edition. Thomas Jay Kemp. 8½" x 11". 
714 pp., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-
1981-0. $69.95
A best-selling reference book, this direc-
tory offers complete, up-to-date informa-
tion on where and how to request vital 
records (birth, marriage, death, divorce, 
and adoption records). The 6th edition 
contains the latest ordering forms and information for each of 
the fifty states and also furnishes details about records that were 
created prior to statewide vital records registration. Then, in al-
phabetical sequence, it covers the other countries of the world, 
giving, where available, the current application forms and in-
structions, as well as the key addresses of repositories or embas-
sies that might help you obtain copies of vital records.

SUSTAINABLE GENEALOGY: 
Separating Fact from Fiction in 
Family Legends. Richard Hite.  
126 pp., illus., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1982-7. $18.95
This work explains how to avoid the traps 
many family historians fall into. Whether 
it’s a proud family legend, a venerable pub-
lication, or the claims of an Internet family 
tree, the unsubstantiated genealogical source won’t stand up. 
Taking “heed of the cautions cited and putting into practice the 
lessons learned here will make you a much better family histo-
rian and ensure that your genealogical legacy will be one to be 
trusted.”

Postage & handling: One book $5.50; each additional book 
$2.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales 
tax. 

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Call toll-free 1-800-296-6687  FAX 410-752-8492  WEBSITE: www.genealogical.com

Recent releases from Genealogical.com

http://www.genealogical.com


Reviews

Department Editor, TBD

Editor’s Note:  Anyone who is interested in serving as a reviewer, or as the department editor, should contact the FORUM 
managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org. 

If you have a publication or product for review, please contact the FORUM managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org.

There are plenty of how-
to guides available for 
genealogy researchers, 
covering a variety of topics 
from record types to 
locations and everything 
in between.  While some of 
the more general genealogy 
how-to books set forth 
a basic research process, 
oftentimes their main goal 
is to introduce the reader 
to researching various 
sources found in certain 
times and/or places.  Robert 
Charles Anderson, on the 
other hand, has prepared 
a guide focusing solely 
on the research process, 
particularly dealing with 
methods of analysis and 
problem solving.  He does 
not “contend that any of 
the elements in this system 
is new,” instead he claims 
that “what is new here is 
the arrangement into a 
comprehensive program” 
(xv).  Indeed, Elements of 
Genealogical Analysis is a 
“problem-solving system” 
designed to take researchers 
through the steps necessary 
for conducting sound 
research in order to 
solve even the toughest 
genealogical problems.

Mr. Anderson 
developed the basis 
of this methodology, 
what he calls the “two 
Fundamental Rules,” in 
the early 1980s.  Those 
rules were the beacons he 
followed when he took on 
the Great Migration Study 
Project in the late 1980s.  
His continued work on 
the Project over the last 
20-plus years allowed him 
to cultivate the problem-
solving methodology 
discussed in this book.

In the overview 
portion of the book, Mr. 
Anderson proclaims his 
two Fundamental Rules, 
which are not unlike 
the five elements of the 
Genealogical Proof Standard 
(GPS) with which many 
genealogists are already 
familiar.  These fundamental 
rules are applied to research 
problems using the analytic 
tools and problem-solving 
sequence that make up parts 
one and two of the book.

In the first part, readers 
will learn techniques 
for analyzing sources 
and records, as well as 
determining whether two 
or more records pertain 

to the same person (what 
Mr. Anderson refers to as 
“linkage analysis”).  Part two 
takes the reader through a 
problem-solving sequence, 
consisting of five steps, from 
identifying the problem 
to solving the problem.  
Each chapter is full of well-
constructed case studies that 
provide illustrative examples 
of the concepts discussed.

In many cases, 
genealogists already follow 
these same ideals and 
principles while conducting 
their research.  What makes 
this book important is 
the arrangement of these 
concepts into a practical 
framework.  Using such 
a framework provides a 
vivid awareness of the 
steps involved and helps 
researchers document their 
thoughts and reasoning 
at each point.  Some may 
think the system is a bit 
extreme, especially for 
simple genealogical research 
problems.  But, as readers 
move through the book, it 
becomes quite clear why 
such a methodical approach 
is necessary to ensure one’s 
conscientious attention to 
detail and accuracy.

Elements of Genealogical 
Analysis: How to Maximize 
Your Research Using the 
Great Migration Study 
Project Method.  By 
Robert Charles Anderson, 
FASG.  Published by 
New England Historic 
Genealogical Society, 
99–101 Newbury Street, 
Boston, MA 02116-3007; 
http://americanancestors.
org; 2014.  ISBN 978-
0-88082-313-5.  xv, 168 
pp.  Appendixes, figures, 
indexes.  Paperback.  
$24.95.
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Keep in mind that this 
particular methodology 
was developed by Mr. 
Anderson based on his 
personal experience and 
is presented in a format 
that has worked for him 
for many years.  Therefore, 
some concepts may be new 
to the reader, as may some of 
the terminology, all of which 
are explained and defined 
throughout the book (a 

glossary of terms is provided 
among the appendixes).  

Also remember that this 
is one perspective in a field 
of many, and what works 
for one person may not 
work for another.  However, 
learning from others is key 
to a genealogical researcher’s 
improvement, so keeping an 
open mind and devouring 
every perspective out there is 
a great strategy for personal 

development.  Everyone can 
learn something from this 
book, whether a seasoned 
researcher or someone just 
starting their genealogical 
journey.  So go on, pick 
up a copy and absorb all 
the wisdom Elements of 
Genealogical Analysis has to 
offer.

Julie Cahill Tarr 
Waterford, Wisconsin

Ancestry Academy.  
Developed by  
Ancestry.com;  http://
ancestry.com/academy.  
$9.99/month, $99.99/year, 
or included in Ancestry 
World Explorer Plus 
subscription.

Ancestry.com, the well-
known genealogical and 
historical record website, 
has always included an 
educational component for 
their users.  The majority 
of these Learning Center 
items have been in the 
form of text-based help or 
archived webinars.  Recently 
the company added a new 
educational component 
titled Ancestry Academy. 

What distinguishes 
Ancestry Academy from 
Ancestry’s other educational 
offerings is that it is a video-
based series of self-paced 
courses.  The courses and 
their simple interface make 
these topics more accessible 
to those with a casual interest 
in family history and the 
seasoned researcher alike.

The courses are grouped 
into four categories. The 
first, category Ancestry 
Products, is free and 
highlights components 
of the broader range of 
Ancestry products and 
services.  This includes 

topics on how to use the core 
Ancestry.com website, their 
partners and acquisitions 
including Fold3 and Find A 
Grave, as well as an in-depth 
guide to AncestryDNA.

The other three 
categories should be familiar 
to anyone who has attended 
a genealogy conference: 
Records, Methodology and 
Skills, and Localities and 
Ethnic Research.  The topics 
themselves are also familiar 
and are presented by many 
well-respected individuals in 
the professional community 
such as J. Mark Lowe 
discussing early census 
records and Judy G. Russell 
exploring the use of probate 
records in family history.

Ancestry Academy is 
accessible via the “Learning 
Center” drop-down menu 
in the top menu bar of 
the Ancestry.com website.  
Navigation from the landing 
page is fairly intuitive.  Links 
to the “Course Library” 
show all courses currently 
available.  Once a course has 

been started, it will appear 
in the “My Courses” screen.  
You may also add a course 
to “My Courses” by clicking 
the star icon underneath the 
course name.

The courses all have a 
similar format.  Each begins 
with a brief conversation 
between the presenter and 
Laura Prescott, the director 
of Ancestry Academy.  This 
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provides a great introduction 
of the speaker and an overview 
of the topic. 

The main body of the 
course is anywhere from 30 
minutes to an hour-and-a-
half long and is broken up 
into multiple, shorter video 
segments.  An outline is 
presented along the right-
hand side of the screen and 
one can jump to a specific 
subtopic of interest.

The presentation itself is 
not done as a webinar but more 
as what one would see at an in-
person seminar or conference.  
The speaker presents from 
behind a podium in front 
of a large video display of 
their presentation.  The video 
seemlesly alternates between 
two different camera angles on 
the speaker and a view of the 
presentation materials.  I found 
that this bit of variation better 
enagaged my active attention 
over a single slideshow view; 
I expect the same would hold 
true for many other course 
participants.

In addition to being 
able to control basic video 
functions of pause, rewind, 
and volume, users can also 
adjust the video timing in 
increments from half-speed 
to double-speed.  For further 
clarity, there is also an option 
to enable closed captioning.

Just as one would have 
at workshop, handouts and 
other resources are available 
for many of the courses.  
These may be accessed from a 
link in the upper right corner 
of the outline pane and may 

include a full course handout, 
a list of references, or even 
forms and guides.

The course ends as it 
begins, with a conversation 
between the host and the 
speaker.  This recap calls out a 
few key learning points from 
the course and some suggested 
next steps.

Each course also 
incorporates a mastery test at 
the end.  Provided in multiple 
choice format, it consists 
of about 15 to 25 questions 
meant to test comprehension 
of the materials.  Prior to 
submitting your answers, you 
have the option to go back and 
review any of the questions.  
After the test is submitted and 
the grade returned, you may 
review the questions again 
with the correct answer noted.  
A link is included to review 
that specific subject in the 
course video.

Unlike the other Learning 
Center options, Ancestry 
Academy is a separate 
service with a separate fee.  A 
subscription to only Ancestry 
Academy is currently $9.99 
monthly or $99.99 annually.  
While not included as part 
of U.S. Discovery or World 
Explorer memberships, 
Ancestry Academy is included 

with the Ancestry World 
Explorer Plus subscription. 

There are many online 
options for family historians 
to further their genealogical 
education but Ancestry 
Academy, in my opinion, fills 
an important niche.  For those 
with even a casual interest, 
a $10 fee for a single month 
of quality material is very 
affordable.  (Note:  Should 
you chose to subscribe for 
one month only, be sure to go 
to your account settings and 
disengage auto renewal.) 

In addition, the courses 
are right at the fingertips of 
a very large audience that 
would be well served by 
the content.  One course in 
particular would be a boon to 
all researchers but particularly 
exciting that it exposes 
beginners to sound research 
practices.  In the one-hour 
course “How Do I Know 
When I Am Right?,” Anne 
Mitchell addresses the topics 
of asking the right questions, 
exhausting all research 
possibilities, weighing the 
evidence, and writing a 
convincing conclusion.  All 
without once using the term 
“Genealogical Proof Standard.”  
And when even casual 
researchers are encouraged to 
have a greater eye for detail 
and accuracy, we all win.

Disclosure:  No compensation was 
received in exchange for this review.  
All access was via the personal 
account of the author. 

Randy Whited 
Pflugerville, Texas
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MEMbErship bEnEFits
Why should your group or organization become a 
member of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

tEchnology

Discounts for your society and your members from Dell.

ManagEMEnt tools

Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society 
management, as well as access to society bylaws, 
newsletter, and website reviews.

wEb prEsEncE

An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

coMMunications

FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 

articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

innovativE Educational rEsourcEs

FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

Annual Membership Fees
NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRICE

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to 
genealogists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In 
addition, genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their 
desire to keep up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These 
people should know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of 
FORUM.

advErtising ratEs

Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
Half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
Eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

copy dEadlinEs (2015)
 Copy Delivery
Issue 1 June 15 July 15
Issue 2 July 15 September 15
Issue 3 September 15 November 15
Issue 4 November 15 January 15

For 2016 deadlines, please contact the FORUM advertising manager 
at advertising@fgs.org.

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.
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