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New! IN SEARCH OF YOUR 
GERMAN ROOTS. A Complete 
Guide to Tracing Your Ancestors in 
the Germanic Areas of Europe. Fifth 
Edition. Angus Baxter. 138 pp., paper. 
2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2011-3. $19.95
This guide is designed to help you trace 
your German ancestry, not only in Ger-
many but in all the German-speaking 
areas of Europe, from the Baltic to the 

Crimea, from the Czech Republic to Belgium. It shows you 
how to conduct your research at your computer, using a variety 
of online resources and also points you to the most useful re-
positories of records abroad. This fifth edition highlights all of 
the recent developments—new facilities, new websites, newly 
available records—that have made German family history re-
search immeasurably easier. 

New! THE ULTIMATE SEARCH 
BOOK: U.S. Adoption, Genealogy 
& Other Search Secrets.  
Lori Carangelo. 8½" x 11". 92 pp., illus., 
indexed, paper. 2015.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5729-4. $19.95
This is a completely up-to-date exposition 
of Lori Carangelo’s mastery in finding ad-
opted children, missing relatives, runaway 
children, and other missing persons. The 

director of the organization Americans for Open Records, Ca-
rangelo explains (1) just how search experts get past the wall of 
secrecy and roadblocks; (2) how, in the case of adoptees, they 
find someone without a prior knowledge of the name; and (3) 
the trade secrets of both professional investigators and amateur 
sleuths for legally circumventing roadblocks to accessing infor-
mation. She discusses numerous record categories that figure in 
the discovery process, including court dockets, adoption decrees, 
hospital records, baptismal certificates, DMV records, Social 
Security records, DNA testing, voter registrations, telephone re-
cords, military records, divorces, tax records, and much more.

THE SURNAMES OF WALES. 
Updated and Expanded Edition.  
John & Sheila Rowlands. 344 pp., illus., 
maps, indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1997-1. $39.95
This updated and expanded edition seeks to 
dispel many of the myths which surround 
the subject and is illustrated by evidence 
taken from a survey of more than 270,000 

surnames found in parish records throughout Wales. Chapters 
include a comprehensive survey of Welsh surnames and a glos-
sary of surnames. This is the core of the work, as it provides the 
origins and history of surnames from the viewpoint of family 
history and also shows the distribution and incidence of sur-
names throughout Wales. 

POLISH ROOTS. Second Edition. 
Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 pp., maps, 
indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 978-0-8063-
2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original in 1993, 
the Internet has made the task of locating 
Polish ancestors much easier, as more infor-
mation and images are made available on-
line. In addition, there has been a marked 
rise in interest in genealogy in Poland, re-
sulting in a great increase in the number of Polish genealogical 
societies available and the amount of helpful information dis-
seminated. This second edition addresses these exciting devel-
opments, with a new Introduction, four new chapters, several 
new maps and charts, and numerous updates throughout the 
original text.

INTERNATIONAL VITAL 
RECORDS HANDBOOK, 6th 
Edition. Thomas Jay Kemp. 8½" x 11". 
714 pp., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-
1981-0. $69.95
A best-selling reference book, this direc-
tory offers complete, up-to-date informa-
tion on where and how to request vital 
records (birth, marriage, death, divorce, 
and adoption records). The 6th edition 
contains the latest ordering forms and information for each of 
the fifty states and also furnishes details about records that were 
created prior to statewide vital records registration. Then, in al-
phabetical sequence, it covers the other countries of the world, 
giving, where available, the current application forms and in-
structions, as well as the key addresses of repositories or embas-
sies that might help you obtain copies of vital records.

SUSTAINABLE GENEALOGY: 
Separating Fact from Fiction in 
Family Legends. Richard Hite.  
126 pp., illus., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1982-7. $18.95
This work explains how to avoid the traps 
many family historians fall into. Whether 
it’s a proud family legend, a venerable pub-
lication, or the claims of an Internet family 
tree, the unsubstantiated genealogical source won’t stand up. 
Taking “heed of the cautions cited and putting into practice the 
lessons learned here will make you a much better family histo-
rian and ensure that your genealogical legacy will be one to be 
trusted.”

Postage & handling: One book $5.50; each additional book 
$2.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales 
tax. 

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Call toll-free 1-800-296-6687  FAX 410-752-8492  WEBSITE: www.genealogical.com

Recent releases from Genealogical.com

http://genealogical.com


Change, although sometimes challenging, is the key to help us evolve and move 
forward.  FGS is taking progressive action to provide various resources to 
help the genealogical community thrive.  The FORUM will be following this 

progressive momentum to bring you a digital publication you can’t wait to dig into 
each quarter.

Moving forward we plan to introduce new columns, product reviews (in addition 
to book reviews), and interactive features to enhance your reading experience.  We 
have many ideas in the works that will be implemented over the next several issues.  
Although we have some ideas to bring you an interactive publication, we are still in the 
planning stages and would love to hear your suggestions.  We’d also like to know what 
types of articles you would like to see in future issues so we can better meet your needs.  
You can share your suggestions by completing a short online questionnaire.

Before closing, we’d like to take a moment and thank former FORUM co-editors 
Matthew Wright and Sue Zacharias, as well as former book review editor Paul Milner 
and columnists Amy Coffin, Marian Pierre-Louis, Christine Rose, Drew Smith, and 
Randy Whited for their time, dedication, and service.
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President’s Message

For the past few years the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies has gathered data from our member organizations 
to provide an update for the family history community on 
genealogical societies and other organizations. 

Membership Growth
Many societies are anxiously seeking ways to grow and 
maintain their membership, and our data shows that those 
efforts have had positive effects on the community.  

In 2013, only 29% of FGS member societies reported that 
their membership had grown over the past year, while 35% 
had reported a decrease in membership.  This year, 38% of 
FGS members reported an increase in membership, while 
45% noted their membership had stayed the same.  Only 
17% of member organizations had a decrease in membership 
during 2015, significantly lower than reported in 2013.  Our 
societies are finding more stability and have continued to 
grow over the past two years.  Looking across the broad 
spectrum of members within the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, membership in genealogical societies is growing, 
rather than decreasing.  

While the number of members within an organization 
can vary between topic, locality, and other factors, the 
average size of an FGS membership society is around 200 

members.  Though a few societies have fewer than 100 
members, most FGS membership societies (62%) have 
between 100 and 300 members.  Less than 10% of FGS 
member organizations list more than 500 members.

Even with this positive news, we still have work to do as 
a community.  An overwhelming majority, 81% of societies, 
report that it is difficult to attract new members. 

Balancing Technology and Tradition
FGS member organizations continue to take advantage of 
social media and other opportunities, while building upon 
their core role as a resource for face-to-face interactions.  
Looking at those societies who have increased their 
membership over the past two years, events and word of 
mouth topped the list for ways to attract new members. 

FGS member organizations have taken to email and their 
own website to communicate with members, while the use of 
mailed publications has fallen.  The use of social media tools, 
including Facebook and Twitter, were identified as ways 
to communicate with existing members, though they fell 
below real-time activities.  Top ways growing organizations 
engaged with members included volunteer activities, 
programs and meetings, and other events.  While we might 
live in a virtual world, a society’s value in providing real-
time connections is paramount. 

Towards the Future
As FGS FORUM turns the pages towards a new chapter in 
its life, it seems fitting to reflect on the accomplishments 
the family history community has made, and the many 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.  As a whole, our 
societies and organizations are stronger than they were two 
years ago.  We are working to meet the digital age, while 
retaining the glimpse of what makes our societies unique—
the people.  For many of us, our local genealogical society 
is the step beyond the online search; it is the answer to the 
puzzling question and the inspiration to continue digging.

Until next time,
Joshua 

D. Joshua TaylorBy D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FGS President

The State of Our Societies
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By Darcie Hind Posz, CG 

Planning a 
Research Trip to 
Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C. is home to numerous 
repositories and libraries that house original 
records.  Some libraries require you to plan 

your visit with a librarian or archivist beforehand, while 
other libraries allow walk-ins and have open stacks.  There 
are several ways to plan a research trip when visiting 
Washington, D.C., but having a successful one means 
ensuring optimal results while you are there! 

Why Are You Going There?
Are you searching for military records from the 
Revolutionary War or World War II?  Are you looking for 

Tennessee land records?  Are you looking for a privately 
printed family history?  Are you looking for newspapers 
from the 1880s in Chicago?  Figure out your genealogical 
research questions and what it is that you are looking for.  
Once you pinpoint what it is you want to obtain, begin 
a spreadsheet or list.  For this I suggest either Microsoft 
Word or Evernote, so that you will have digital copies of 
your lists.  Create three separate columns:  one for ancestor 
name, one for document sought, and another for repository.  
Think of this as your research wish list and just start listing 
all of the documents that you think might be in one of the 
Washington, D.C. repositories.  

Interior of the Library of Congress.  Photo credit Freeimages.com user Willyman.
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Planning a Research Trip to Washington, D.C.

Ancestor Document Repository 
Charles Kent, 1823-1899 Civil War Pension NARA 1
Alison Peyton, 1910-1981  Private Manuscript Library of Congress 
James Bradford, 1870-1960 Virkus Application DAR Library 

Once you have the list, you can sort entries by 
repository, time period, or surname/family; this 
organized list will help later with the streamlining 
process.  Having a digital version of your list will also 
come in handy when you visit repositories because 
some, such as the second floor research area at the 
National Archives, will not allow researchers to bring in 
paper. 

Once you have generated the list of items you would 
like to get copies of in Washington, D.C., consider what 
next steps you will need to take to gain access to them.  
For instance, if the item is a book at the Library of 
Congress, you would want to look it up in their online 
catalogs to see which building it would be in.  Evaluating 
repository catalogs beforehand is also a good way to 
make sure that the items will be immediately accessible 
and not stored off site (these items can take days or 
weeks to be retrieved and then you may have wasted a 
trip!).  This is what I would do for the items mentioned 
in my sample genealogical pull list for Washington, 
D.C.: 

1. Charles Kent Civil War Pension:  Luckily, 
there are two microfilm indexes and for Civil 
War Pensions and they are available online.  
Microfilm publication T288 is available 
at FamilySearch and Ancestry.com, while 
publication T289 is available at FamilySearch 
and Fold3.  Make sure you are able to find the 
application number and 
the certificate number or 
consider saving a digital 
image of the card within 
your document list.  Once 
you locate the card, look 
closely at the numbers 
assigned to the pension.  If 
it is a C or XC file, there is 
a specific form to request it 
and there is a chance that it 
may not be at NARA 1, but 
may instead still be with the 
Veterans Administration.  If 

that is the case, it would be something you could 
request from home to save you a trip.

2. Alison Peyton Private Manuscript:  By utilizing 
the Library of Congress catalog prior to your 
visit, you can see if this resource is available in 
one of the buildings in Washington, D.C.  But 
what if it had been at the Culpeper Building, 
or stored off site or in a room where you are 
not allowed to photograph the resources?  For 
an entry like that, send an e-mail query to the 
e-mail address provided within the catalog; a 
reference librarian usually answers within a few 
business days.

3. James Bradford Virkus Application:  The DAR 
Library houses the original forms filled out 
by people to be in the Virkus publications.  It 
may be low hanging fruit, but you can see their 
original handwriting and typing and study the 
nuances within the document, which sometimes 
includes supporting documentation.  It is in 
the manuscript collection, so you will want to 
request this at the Reference Desk. 

Scoping Out Catalogs 
Find the websites of the repositories that you want to 
visit and familiarize yourself with them in advance.  
There is nothing more daunting than arriving ready 
to research only to have learning a new system hold 
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Planning a Research Trip to Washington, D.C.

you back!  Evaluate their 
websites and databases 
beforehand and see if 
there are maps of their 
collections.  Being lost 
in the stacks of a library 
is great if the stacks are 
open, but if there is limited 
browse space in the facility 
it will take up valuable 
research time.  

The DAR Library is 
one of the more popular 
destinations for a 
researcher.  It has open 
stacks, an online catalog to 
create a list of books that 
are of interest, and several 
databases such as the Genealogical Research System 
(GRS) that may be of assistance.  The GRS allows 
researchers to search for ancestors who are verified 
patriots of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
and also includes the descendants database—both of 
which are transcribed applications and supplementals 
of members who may have a lineage in common with 
you.  Visiting in person, you can also view this database 
at Seimes Technology Center and review copies of 
the supporting documentation submitted by DAR 
members.  The user-friendly library catalog allows you 
to browse by subject or search for specific surnames.  
New collections and database updates are constant, so 
check back periodically.

The National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) just released a new catalog in May 2015 with 
tutorials to be available on YouTube in the future.  The 
catalog features capabilities that enable you to search 
for a location or record group.  Compiled Military 
Service Records and Pensions have indexes online at 
FamilySearch or Ancestry.com, where you can gather 
that information in advance and request records with 
the “Request for Military Records” form.  But for 
records that require you to use the “Reference Service 
Slip,” you will want to use the National Archives catalog 
to hunt down the record group and titles.  Only so 
much that might assist with this is available online, so 
in person you will need to consult the archivist in the 
Reference Library section to go through the descriptive 

pamphlets, publications, and other itemized publications 
to narrow down your request.  When you do locate a 
record group online, go to the Record Group page on 
their website, which is organized by number.  Find the 
number, click on it, and scroll to the bottom, because if 
there is a guide or a preliminary inventory it will be cited 
there.  This way you can read and study the record group 
prior to your visit.  

The Library of Congress has several different catalogs 
depending on the scope of your research.  At the main 
catalog page, you can search for Finding Aids, but the 
main page you will want is the Library of Congress 
Online Catalog (legacy), where you can search their 
collections by keyword, titles, or authors.  Results 
can be requested in either the Adams or Jefferson 
Buildings.  Keep in mind that the Genealogy/Local 
History section was moved into a portion of the main 
reading room of the Jefferson building.  For newspapers, 
some are available online at the library’s Chronicling 
America website, while others are available on site in 
the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room.  
Browse for awhile and see what you can find among the 
collections in the Microform Reading Room, such as city 
directories earlier than 1960; more recent city directories 
are available in print upon request.  

Smithsonian Libraries has a collections catalog if you 
are looking for special resources like manuscripts and 
records that may have been donated to their collection or 
acquired by them over the years.  
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Update your digital research wish list and embed your 
entries with links to catalog items you are seeking.  If 
something is not available, you can click on that link to show 
a reference librarian or archivist what you are trying to locate 
so they can more easily assist you.  If you want to plan ahead 
of time, nearly all of the catalogs have e-mail addresses 
where you can ask the librarian or archivist prior to your 
visit and they usually answer within a few business days.  

Calendars of Places 
The DAR Library is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
You will want to check their calendar ahead of time because 
the building is closed to non-DAR members during their 
annual Continental Congress.

The Smithsonian events 
calendar, the National Archives 
calendar, and the Library of 
Congress calendar  should 
be checked prior to your visit 
to Washington, D.C. to see if 
there are any special events that 
may enhance your research 
visit or for any disruptions due 
to government activities or 
weather.

What Can You Bring?
Nearly all of the libraries 
and repositories will allow 
laptops, digital cameras, flat 
bed scanners, and chargers for 
those electronics.  The National 

Archives has the most stringent guidelines and should be 
consulted before your visit.

Reader Registration Cards
Obtaining a reader registration card at both the Library 
of Congress and the National Archives enables you, as a 
researcher, to access rooms and request materials on site.  
Consult the “Reader Registration” page at the Library of 
Congress website and the “Research Cards” page at the 
National Archives website before you go to be sure you have 
all of the identification needed to acquire a card. 

Transportation
The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, also 
called the “Metro,” enables visiting researchers to easily 
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access repositories.  The Silver/Orange/Blue lines at 
Farragut West bring you close to the DAR Library, while 
the Yellow/Green lines at Archives/Navy Memorial 
place you across the street from the National Archives.  
For accessibility to the Archives at College Park, you 
can take the complimentary shuttle from the Archives 
downtown from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 

Group Travel
Many of us have a friend or family member that travels 
with and assists us, while others may prefer to travel to 
these libraries and repositories solo.  But for another 
option, consider group trips such as the annual National 
Genealogical Society Washington, D.C. trip or the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society Washington, 
D.C. trip, which are offered to members and provide 
expert guidance.  Is a group trip something that your 
genealogical society might consider pursuing for its 
members?  Look at Cyndi’s List category “Planning a 
Research Trip to Washington, DC?” for ways to make 
this happen. 

Photocopies and Digital Copies
At the DAR Library, you can obtain copies of 
applications and supplementals for $10, while 
supporting documentation can be ordered online or in 
person for $0.25 a page.  Digital copies of items in the 
library collection can be made using your digital camera 
for a $15/day permission fee.  There are also photocopy 
machines available if you choose to go that route. 

The Library of Congress has copy cards that can be 
obtained in all of the buildings; copies are $0.25 a page.  
On-site digital scanners are available for free (requires 
a USB flash drive) and you may take digital images of 
books with phones/cameras if the flash is off, but check 
with the reference librarian before doing any of this to 
make sure it is allowed in that particular reading room.

Both National Archives facilities allow you to take 
digital images if the flash is off, and flatbed scans are also 
allowed.  You must check with the archivist before you 
begin taking images of anything to ensure that you will 
not hurt the original document.  Copy machines are also 
available.

You Get Home and Realize…
We all do this—we get back home and realize that 
an image is blurry, we skipped a page, or we missed 
an opportunity for a record.  Contact the National 
Archives or the DAR Library directly—both have staff 
that can pull these records for you for a fee.  You also 
might consider hiring a Washington, D.C. researcher.  
To find a researcher, visit the websites of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists (BCG), the Association 
of Professional Genealogists (APG), or the National 
Capital Area Chapter of APG.

A list of links mentioned in this article can be found on 
the next page.

Darcie Hind Posz, CG, is a 
full-time professional genealogist 
and writer.  She serves on 
the board of directors for the 
Association of Professional 
Genealogists and is the managing 
editor of NGS Magazine.  She 

resides in Washington, D.C., where she can be reached at 
darcieposz@hotmail.com.
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• Civil War Pension Index, NARA T288 on FamilySearch 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1919699

• Civil War Pension Index, NARA T288 on Ancestry.com 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=4654

• Civil War Pension Index, NARA T289 on FamilySearch 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1471019

• Civil War Pension Index, NARA T289 on Fold3 
http://www.fold3.com/documents/27436/civil-war-
pensions-index 

• DAR Library 
http://dar.org/library

• DAR Library Catalog 
http://www.dar.org/library/search-library-catalog

• DAR Genealogical Research System 
http://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search

• National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
http://archives.gov

• NARA Catalog 
http://archives.gov/research/catalog

• NARA Tutorials 
http://archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

• NARA Record Groups 
http://archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/index-
numeric/001-to-100.html

• Library of Congress 
http://loc.gov

• Library of Congress Catalog 
http://catalog.loc.gov

• Library of Congress Finding Aids 
http://findingaids.loc.gov

• Library of Congress Online Catalog (legacy) 
http://catalog2.loc.gov

• Chronicling America 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

• Library of Congress Newspaper and Current Periodical 
Reading Room 
http://loc.gov/rr/news

• Library of Congress Microform Reading Room 
http://loc.gov/rr/microform

• Library of Congress Microfilm Pre-1960 City Directories 
http://loc.gov/rr/microform/uscity

• Smithsonian Libraries 
http://library.si.edu

• Smithsonian Libraries Catalog 
http://collections.si.edu/search

• DAR Library Calendar 
http://dar.org/national-society/events/calendar

• Smithsonian Calendar 
http://si.edu/Events

• NARA Calendar 
http://archives.gov/calendar

• Library of Congress Calendar 
http://loc.gov/loc/events

• NARA Guidelines 
http://archives.gov/research/start/whats-allowed.html

• “Reader Registration” for Library of Congress 
http://loc.gov/rr/readerregistration.html

• “Research Cards” for NARA 
http://archives.gov/research/start/researcher-card.html

• Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
http://wmata.com

• National Genealogical Society Washington, D.C. Trip 
http://ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conferences_events/research_
tips/dc_research_trip

• New England Historic Genealogical Society Washington, 
D.C. Trip 
http://americanancestors.org/education/research-tours-
and-programs

• Cyndi’s List 
http://cyndislist.com

• “Planning a Research Trip to Washington, DC?” at 
Cyndi’s List 
http://cyndislist.com/travel/planning-a-research-trip-to-
washington-dc

• Board for Certification of Genealogists 
http://bcgcertification.org

• Association of Professional Genealogists 
http://apgen.org

• National Capital Area Chapter of APG 
http://dcapg.org

Links Mentioned in This Article

Resources to Consult
Eales, Anne Bruner and Robert M.  Kvasnicka, ed.  The Guide to Genealogical Research in the National Archives.  Third Edition.  

Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2000.

National Institute on Genealogical Research.  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~natgenin : 2015.

Sayre, Pamela.  “Where Would You Go If You Had Five Days in Washington, DC?”  Lecture F355.  National Genealogical Society 
Family History Conference: St. Charles, Missouri, 2015.  Crossroads of America.  Audio CD.  Arlington, Virginia: National 
Genealogical Society, 2015.  Available at JAMB Tapes, Inc. (http://www.jamb-inc.com).
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Let me begin this article with a disclaimer—I am 
absolutely and unabashedly, a WordPress fanatic!  I 
love WordPress and everything about it!  You see, I 

am a staunch believer in sharing information online and 
WordPress makes that mission oh so easy. 

My goal for this article is to help excite you about 
how you can make WordPress work for your society’s or 
organization’s website needs and motivate you to experience 
its power for yourself.  Or, if you already use WordPress, 
some of the tips and strategies shared here may be insightful 
for your site creation and development processes.  As 
genealogical society websites must engage site visitors and 
encourage communication, WordPress can be a helpful tool 
in your arsenal.

What is WordPress?
Simply put, WordPress is a web-based software for creating 
websites.  In its early days, WordPress was mostly used to 
create blogs.  Now, more than 12 years after its 2003 release, 
many features have been added and WordPress is truly 
considered to be a robust content management system.  As 
a content management system, this means you can do far 

more with it than just create blog posts; you can use it to 
create fully featured websites with multiple functionalities 
and features.  

This article is not meant to be a step-by-step approach for 
how to setup, install, and learn how to use WordPress.com.  
There are many great resources you can consult to help you 
learn.  Visit my “Using WordPress” page for tips on getting 
started.  Rather, I will take you through real-life examples 
of WordPress in action on genealogy websites as a way to 
demonstrate its potential. 

Getting started with WordPress can be as simple as going 
to WordPress.com, where you can create a site and have it 
hosted on their servers.  Alternatively, you can set up your 
own hosting and install the software on your server (i.e., 
self-hosting).  In both cases, WordPress can be used for free.  
For an overview of the differences between the two “flavors,” 
consult WordPress Support.  In this article, I will focus on 
examples using the self-hosted approach. 

WordPress & USGenWeb
I’ve been using WordPress since 2007.  Just a couple of 
years later, in 2009, I began using it for sites I maintained 

By Taneya Koonce

10 Reasons to Use WordPress 
for Your Society Website
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on behalf of the USGenWeb Project.  The USGenWeb 
Project provides free genealogy and family history resources 
for every county in the United States.  Organized at the 
state level, each website is coordinated by volunteers who 
devote endless hours to help you conduct genealogical 
research.  Through my work with the Florida, Kentucky, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, and Utah projects, I have, either 
alone or in collaboration with county coordinators, been 
involved in the creation and/or maintenance of more than 
85 USGenWeb WordPress websites.  Over the years I’ve 
learned many ways to leverage the power of WordPress for 
our visitors; let’s look at some of the ways you too can make 
it work for you! 

1 Content is King
WordPress is meant to help you focus on creating 
content, while reducing the amount of effort needed 

to make your content “look pretty.”  The backend system 
where you enter your content, called the “Dashboard,” uses a 
“what you see is what you get” (WYSIWYG) window.  Need 
to make your text bold?  Enter your sentence, highlight it, 
and click the button with the bold “B” on it.  Need to make 
your text underlined?  Enter your sentence, highlight it, and 
click the button with the underlined “U” on it.  Essentially, 

the window works much like 
standard word processing 
programs; you can add and style 
your information without needing 
to know HTML.  However, if you 
know HTML, you can switch your 
window to a view that lets you 
use it, thus giving you even more 
flexibility.  Inserting multimedia 
materials is also a breeze!  Icons 
on the editing window allow you 
to quickly insert pictures, videos, 
PDF documents, and many other 
file types into your content. 

2 Plugin Power
Fresh out of the gate, 
WordPress comes with 

many features.  Yet, through 
the use of plugins, you can add 
even more functionality to your 
WordPress site and incorporate 

almost any feature you can possibly consider.  Currently, 
there are more than 38,000 plugins included in the 
searchable WordPress Plugin Directory.  If you can think of 
it, you can almost bet someone else has too!

Examples of how plugins can be used include adding a 
Google search to your website, such as we’ve incorporated 
on the NCGenWeb site.  No programming skills needed—
just install and activate a plugin like Google Custom Search 
and you can take advantage of Google’s web crawling to 
deliver a robust search for your site visitors.  

For a smorgasbord of functionality all within just one 
plugin, the JetPack plugin is definitely one to consider.  The 
JetPack plugin can be used to add more than 30 features to 
your WordPress site; you can pick and choose which ones 
you want.  To name just a few examples, on the NCGenWeb 
site, we use JetPack to create site contact forms, manage 
comments users leave on the site, and add icons to each page 
for easy sharing on social media sites. 

3 Easy Site Design
WordPress uses “themes” to style the content 
on your website.  Themes are files that give 

instructions to web browsers for how to display your 
content.  If you are familiar with HTML, many times the 
instructions for how to display the content is included in 

The Perry County TNGenWeb site is just one example of many 
WordPress-powered sites of TNGenWeb. 
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the same file with your content; this is not the case with themes.  This 
means that you can “replace” the display instructions, the theme, 
without needing to edit the content files.  There are close to 2,000 themes 
available in the WordPress Theme Directory.   

Here’s an example of the theme switching in action.  In April 2015, 
Google announced a new search algorithm that gave websites optimized 
for mobile browsing higher priority in mobile search results.  Given 
the growing number of users accessing websites on mobile devices, 
our genealogy-focused sites also need to stay relevant and abreast of 
the latest changes.  With the theme system in place for WordPress, 
updating websites to a design that is optimized for mobile platforms was 
quickly done.  Prior to April, the theme used on the Hardeman County 
TNGenWeb site was not optimized for mobile devices.  Searching the 
WordPress theme directory, I quickly found a theme that was mobile-
friendly, and installed, activated, and tested it; 15 minutes later the entire 
site was mobile-friendly.  How’s that for efficiency?

Themes allow for quick refreshing of your site’s look.  
Here, the Hardeman County TNGenWeb site is easily 
customized for viewing on mobile devices.

Using a plugin makes it easy to add the Google Search box in the top right corner of the NCGenWeb site, leveraging Google’s search 
power to make it easier for visitors to find information. 
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4 Metadata Made Easy
Built into the WordPress software is a system 
for categorizing the material you publish using 

categories and tags.  Categories and tags provide you with 
easy ways to label your content with terms of your choosing 
and ones that will be relevant for your site’s visitors.  Think 
of categories as broad groupings, like “newspapers” and 
tags for use with more detailed terms, like names of specific 
newspapers.  For each post you publish on your WordPress 
site, there is a window on the screen that lets you create and 
assign categories and tags to your material. 

This metadata of categories and tags can be used to 
automatically group content together.  On the Perquimans 
County NCGenWeb site, each time the county coordinator 
publishes new information, she assigns tags specifically 
for surnames mentioned in the content.  With the use of a 
plugin, those surnames are automatically grouped on the 
“Site Surname Index” page.  This page is helpful for visitors 
looking for information on their families.  Might your 
society website also benefit from a similar page?

5 Incredible Indexes
Indexing is an activity in which genealogical 
societies are often engaged.  And, it’s no wonder!  

Indexes are great ways to share details about material in your 
collection that help researchers understand what is available.  
But, who wants to hand-code tables in HTML?  The 
WordPress editing window does include options for tables, 
but TablePress, a popular plugin, makes table management 

even easier.  Tables with up to a few thousand rows can be 
inserted into your site. 

On the Blount County TNGenWeb site, the “Obituary 
Index” has more than 28,000 entries, all made available 
using this plugin; a great example of plugin power at its best!

6 Push Your Site Content
Each time you publish a post in WordPress, the 
software automatically adds the information to a 

feed stream of newly created material—an RSS feed.  Our 
sites often have a “What’s New” page (for an example see 
Martin County NCGenWeb) that is automatically updated 
each time a new post is published because it takes advantage 
of this information stream. 

RSS feeds also allow your content to be “pushed” out to 
other sources.  This means that you can push your material 
to site visitors rather than waiting for them to visit your site 
for the latest news and updates.  RSS “readers,” sites that 
aggregate RSS feeds, such as Feedly, can take advantage of 
this stream.  To find the RSS feed of any WordPress site, 
enter “/feed” after the URL of the website (e.g., http://www.
ncgenweb.us/feed).  The page you will see, while not easily 
read by humans, is indeed easily read by RSS aggregators. 

The stream can also be used to allow visitors to sign 
up for e-mail subscriptions.  Whether you use the e-mail 
subscriptions feature of the JetPack plugin mentioned earlier, 
or use services like MailChimp that allow you to create RSS-

The Blount County TNGenWeb site’s obituary index uses a plugin 
to display more than 28,000 names.  Organized by surname, the 
tabular format of the obituary index is easily incorporated into 
the website.

The Perquimans County NCGenWeb site’s surname index uses 
the power of tags to automatically group content together. 
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based e-mail newsletters, the RSS mechanism is a powerful 
way to push your content out to your readers.  At the time of 
this writing, we have more than 3,200 subscribers receiving 
our updates directly in their e-mail inboxes; this means 
our information gets pushed out to them—we don’t have 
to wait until they visit our site again.  Wouldn’t you like to 
push your society and organizational news directly to your 
constituents? 

7 Team Publishing
The User Management features of 
WordPress allow you to give multiple 

individuals permissions to add material to the site.  
Users with permissions can be set to one of several 
role types ranging from “Contributors,” who can 
only add but not publish, to “Super Admins,” who 
can perform all functions.  Details on user roles are 
available on the “Roles and Capabilities” page at the 
WordPress Support site. 

The advantage of multiple user roles is that you 
can have a team of content publishers for your site.  
This distributed model of adding content can be 
used in many ways, but one example is allowing 

your society volunteers to 
contribute material directly 
to the site.  In the “Genealogy 
Hacked” cover article in the 
Summer 2013 (25:2) issue of 
FORUM, Thomas MacEntee 
highlighted the TNGenWeb’s 
Who’s Who in Tennessee 
site—a WordPress-driven 
database of biographical profiles 
transcribed from historical 
texts.  For this project, we 
provided accounts to our team 
of volunteer transcribers and 
each submitted their work 
directly to the site for review 
by the site editor.  In this 
case, volunteers did not have 
permissions to “publish” the 

entries live to the site, but with the text submitted directly to 
the project website by volunteers, the process of publishing 
approximately 2,500 profiles was greatly streamlined.  If you 
have engaged volunteers willing to help create content, this 
feature may be particularly welcome. 

8 Members Only
Need content on your site that is accessible only to 
members?  In WordPress, each page or post can be 

set with permissions on who may have access.  Plugins such 
as Members or s2 Members are just two popular examples. 
Since the USGenWeb Project provides information for free, 
we don’t use plugins such as these, but many societies and 

On the sidebar of the Madison County TNGenWeb site, visitors 
have multiple options for subscribing so that updates go directly 
to them.  Options include adding to Feedly, subscribing with 
other RSS readers, or signing up for e-mail updates.
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organizations will find value in putting information 
online, such as newsletters and journals, solely for 
member access.  WordPress plugins offer a variety of 
options to help you achieve this goal. 

9 Know Your Numbers
Understanding how visitors interact 
with your website provides opportunities 

for enhancing their experience and continuous 
website improvement.  The statistics functionality 
of the above-mentioned JetPack plugin gives rich 
information about the number of visitors your site 
receives and what content is most popular.  You can 
also see information about the search terms visitors 
use to get to your site.  Statistics can be shown by day, 
week, and month. 

If you would like to collect Google Analytics 
data for your WordPress site, plugins like Google 
Analytics by Yoast allow you to seamlessly include 
the necessary information that allows Google to 
collect statistics.  

10 Multisite Networks
With Wordpress you can configure 
your publishing for just one site or 

for a network of sites using WordPress Multisite.  The 
advantage of creating a network of WordPress sites 
is that you can share the same backend database for 
all sites on the server.  Most of the WordPress sites 

Statistics from the JetPack plugin give a detailed view of 
your site usage and the top searches that led visitors to the 
site. 

• “Using WordPress” 
http://taneya-kalonji.com/genblog/using-wordpress

• WordPress.com 
http://www.wordpress.com

• WordPress Support 
http://en.support.wordpress.com/com-vs-org

• USGenWeb Project 
http://usgenweb.org

• WordPress Plugin Directory 
http://wordpress.org/plugins

• NCGenWeb 
http://ncgenweb.us

• Google Custom Search Plugin 
http://wordpress.org/plugins/google-custom-search

• JetPack Plugin 
http://wordpress.org/plugins/jetpack

• WordPress Theme Directory 
http://wordpress.org/themes

• Hardeman County TNGenWeb 
http://tngenweb.org/hardeman

• Perquimans County NCGenWeb 
http://ncgenweb.us/nc/perquimans

• “Site Surname Index” for Perquimans County NCGenWeb 
http://ncgenweb.us/nc/perquimans/site-surname-index

• TablePress 
http://wordpress.org/plugins/tablepress

• Blount County TNGenWeb 
http://tngenweb.org/blount

• “Obituary Index” for Blount County TNGenWeb 
http://tngenweb.org/blount/obituary-index

• “What’s New” for Martin County NCGenWeb 
http://ncgenweb.us/nc/martin/blog

• Feedly 
http://feedly.com

• Mailchimp 
http://www.mailchimp.com

• “Roles and Capabilities” for WordPress 
http://codex.wordpress.org/Roles_and_Capabilities

• TNGenWeb’s Who’s Who in Tennessee 
http://www.tngenweb.org/whos-who

• Members Plugin 
http://wordpress.org/plugins/members

• s2Members Plugin 
http://wordpress.org/plugins/s2member

• Google Analytics by Yoast 
http://wordpress.org/plugins/google-analytics-for-wordpress

• “The Ultimate Guide to WordPress Multisite” 
http://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/ultimate-guide-multisite

Links Mentioned in This Article
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part of the TNGenWeb and NCGenWeb projects are set 
up this way.  A multisite installation allows the backend 
database, plugins, and themes to all be shared across the 
network, thus can be used by any of the individual sites.  
With sites sharing core files, space is saved on the server 
when compared to creating multiple individual WordPress 
installations.  See “The Ultimate Guide to WordPress 
Multisite” by the WPMUDev team for more information. 

Imagine the possibilities!  State societies could offer 
sites for smaller county-level or regional-level societies 
in the state.  Local genealogical societies could offer their 
members a WordPress site for sharing their genealogy 
research.  The multisite configuration restricts individual 
site administrators from making certain changes, like 
installing themes and plugins, but plugins are available to 
modify default settings if needed. 

Summary
These representative examples shed light on just some of 
the ways you can get WordPress to work for your society’s 
or organization’s website.  Overall, WordPress’s possibilities 
are limitless and bound only by your imagination!

Get to know  

The In-Depth 
Genealogist!  

 
We have writers sharing their 

knowledge on research topics from 
around the globe. Check out our free 

blog or get a subscription to our 
monthly digital magazine Going In-

Depth.   
www.theindepthgenealogist.com 

@Indepthgen    
  

   theindepthgenealogist  
 

Blog, Books, In-Brief Guides, Magazines, & More 

Taneya Koonce is an active 
blogger and contributor to the 
online genealogical community.  A 
knowledge management specialist by 
profession, she leverages her skills for 
the pursuit of genealogy.  In addition 
to her own family research, Ms. 
Koonce helps others by volunteering 

with the USGenWeb Project.  In that capacity she uses 
WordPress extensively and coordinates multiple websites 
throughout the USGenWeb Project network.  Ms. Koonce 
is no stranger to technology and enjoys using it to enhance 
genealogy and family history research.
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Global Family Reunion, A Success
By Randy Whited

On June 6, 2015, thousands of attendees gathered 
together in locations worldwide as part of the 
Global Family Reunion.  The Reunion was formed 

to celebrate the interconnectedness of our global family, 
focus on our similarities instead of our differences, and 
serve as a fundraiser for Alzheimer’s research.  It was also an 
excuse to have a party!

The founder of the Global Family Reunion is bestselling 
author A. J. Jacobs, whose books include The Year of Living 
Biblically, The Know-It-All, and Drop Dead Healthy.  Jacobs is 
a National Public Radio (NPR) commentator and the editor 
at large at Esquire.  The Reunion had its beginnings in an 
e-mail exchange A. J. had a couple of years ago with a family 
researcher claiming kinship to A. J.  Skeptical at first, A. J. 
later became intrigued by the fervor of genealogy research 
and the ties that connect families and communities.  This 
mushroomed into recognizing all of humanity as one large 

family which, of course, necessitates an equally large family 
reunion.

Help was enlisted from a number of organizations to 
make the event a reality.  Volunteers with WikiTree and Geni 
tackled the influx of tens of thousands of e-mails to connect 
as many people as possible to their massive online trees in 
advance of the event.  Companies such as FamilySearch, 
Findmypast, and Legacy.com were brought on as sponsors 
and supporters.  The Federation of Genealogical Societies 
worked to get the word out to its member societies and 
community to host branch parties.

The primary event was held in Queens, New York, on 
the site of the 1939 and 1964 New York World’s Fairs.  The 
grounds are now home to the New York Hall of Science and 
a sprawling 11-acre outdoor space that includes a space-
themed mini-golf course and a rocket park.  The addition of 
food vendors and exhibitor tents, along with a large outdoor 

The view of the Main Stage at the Global Family Reunion in New York.  Photo provided by Randy Whited.
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Global Family Reunion, A Success

Everyone joins in to sing “We Are Family.”  Photo provided by Randy Whited.

stage, children’s play areas, and even 
drones flying overhead, came together 
in a most unique venue for a reunion 
or a genealogy event!

While the main stage played host to 
entertainers and celebrities, the most 
engaging speakers (and the majority 
of attendees) were to be found at the 
two theaters inside the museum.  There 
were many speakers familiar to the 
genealogical community including D. 
Joshua Taylor, FGS president and lead 
genealogist for Findmypast; David 
Rencher, chief genealogical officer for 
FamilySearch; and Maureen Taylor, an 
internationally recognized expert on 
historic photographs and identification. 

Genetic genealogy, the now 
mainstream synthesis of DNA analysis 
and traditional genealogy research, 
was the topic of several dynamic 
speakers.  Dr. Henry Louis Gates spoke 
to a standing-room-only audience 
on the origins of his family and his passions in genealogy, 
genetics, and race.  Dr. George Church, professor of genetics 
at Harvard and initiator of the Personal Genome Project, 
highlighted what we have learned about Alzheimer’s through 
genetic research.  Bennett Greenspan, founder of Family 
Tree DNA; CeCe Moore, author of the popular blog Your 
Genetic Genealogist; and Kasia Bryc, part of the research 

team at 23andMe, discussed recent advances and success 
stories in genetic genealogy. 

In addition to the primary event in New York, dozens of 
simultaneous branch parties were held around the world.  
These ranged from a 3,000-plus attendee affair at the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah, to smaller public 
venues in Canada, Mexico, and New Zealand, all the way 
down to house parties in Mauritius and South America.  

There was even a virtual branch party in 
the SecondLife virtual world. 

All of the main stage entertainment and 
theater speaker sessions were streamed live 
over the internet to all of the branch parties 
or to anyone who wished to watch and 
participate from home.  These have now 
been archived and can be found here.

There were a number of encouraging 
observations and outcomes from the 
event.  One was the amount of publicity 
and press generated on family history and 
genealogy.  A. J. and the Reunion were 
featured in People magazine, The New York 
Times, NPR, and several segments on Good 
Morning America, both before and after 

The largest remote gathering of the Global Family Reunion was held in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, at the Family History Library.  Photo provided by FamilySearch.
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An avid genealogy researcher of 30 
years, Randy Whited is active in the 
genealogical community.  In addition 
to serving on the Board of Directors 
of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, and chairing its Technology 
Committee, Randy is also the director 

for development of the Texas State Genealogical Society.

A small group of cousins at the Family History Library.  
Photo provided by FamilySearch.

A. J. Jacobs and Randy Whited pose for a picture. 
Photo provided by Randy Whited.

the event.  Documentary filmmaker Morgan Spurlock was 
a featured speaker and is producing a documentary on the 
event.  And, being an author, Reunion founder A. J. Jacobs is 
writing a book detailing the Reunion and its development.

Over 30,000 people contacted the volunteers at the 
Global Family Reunion with requests to be connected to the 
online family trees at WikiTree and Geni.  Thirty Thousand.  
That represents tremendous potential for outreach and the 
expansion of our community.  That fact, plus the at-capacity 
genealogy sessions at the event, demonstrate that a desire to 
know and a desire to be connected is prevalent.

There had been some concern that the promotion 
of the Global Family Reunion and its admittedly loose 
interpretation of “cousin” would redefine genealogy.  Or 
that a massive influx of beginners to our community would 
diminish the importance of reasoned or documented 
genealogical research.  

But these are instead great opportunities.  Who wouldn’t 
want to see more people move beyond a casual interest to 
the point where they share their data, stories, and photos?  
Taking an elitist approach prevents us from having the 
opportunity to teach and share.

And while blurring the definitions of family or cousin 
goes beyond the traditional meanings of direct blood 
relationships, people are savvy enough to understand the 
difference and it can serve as a way of garnering further, 
deeper interest in their more immediate heritage.

In the end, the Global Family Reunion helped people see 
themselves as part of a larger human family and perhaps be 
a little kinder to one another.  That is a very worthy outcome 
indeed!

• Global Family Reunion Recordings 
http://livestream.com/GlobalFamilyReunion

Links Mentioned in This Article
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By Linda McCauley

A Look Back at the FGS 2015 Conference

Photos provided by J. Paul Hawthorne.
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When the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
board made the decision to step outside 
the usual conference mold to team up with 

RootsTech for a one-time special genealogy event in 
2015, no one could have anticipated exactly how that 
joint conference would look.  Holding two conferences 
in the same venue at the same time with both shared and 
separate activities certainly created new challenges for both 
organizations.  In the end, it was an amazing event. 

Over 20,000 people filled the massive Salt Palace 
Convention Center in Salt Lake City, Utah, for the largest 
genealogy event ever held in the United States.  Both 
conferences kicked off on Wednesday, February 11, with 
separate activities—FGS Focus on Societies Day and 
RootsTech Innovator Summit.

Focus on Societies Day included an opening session, 
“Successfully Embracing the Future,” featuring Curt 
Witcher, Deena Coutant, and Jen Baldwin.  During this 
session, FGS recognized individuals and societies for 
significant contributions benefiting the genealogical 
community.  Six tracks of sessions for society leaders, 
members, and those interested in learning more about 
societies covered five timeslots throughout the day.  
Delegates and other attendees at the FGS luncheon heard 
“The State of Our Societies: 2015 Update” from FGS 
President D. Joshua Taylor, as well as updates from delegates 
and society leaders about exciting projects and activities 
happening in societies across the country.  

“Behind the Scenes: Family History & Television” was 
the theme for the Wednesday evening FGS event.  The 
crowd was treated to clips from several genealogy-related 
television shows, followed by a question and answer session 
moderated by D. Joshua Taylor (Genealogy Roadshow), 
featuring Kenyatta Berry (Genealogy Roadshow), CeCe 

Photo provided by J. Paul Hawthorne.

Photo provided by J. Paul Hawthorne.

2015 FGS Award Winners

Distinguished Service Awards
• Louise Callaway of Southern California Genealogical 

Society
• Roger Moffat of Western Michigan Genealogical 

Society
• Teri E. Flack of Texas
• Illinois State Genealogical Society
• Indiana Genealogical Society

Award of Merit
• Cindy Brennan of Sonoma County Genealogical 

Society
• German Genealogy Group of New York
• Italian Genealogical Group of New York

FGS Presidential Citations
• Ed Donakey of Utah
• Fran Jensen of Utah
• Elaine Hasleton of Utah

Genealogy Tourism Award
• Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah

A Look Back at the FGS 2015 Conference

27   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 27, Issue 1  •  Spring 2015



Moore (Genealogy Roadshow and Finding Your Roots), 
George E. Ott (Who Do You Think You Are?), and Jennifer 
Utley (Who Do You Think You Are?). 

Keynote sessions on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
brought attendees of both conferences together to start the 
day with inspirational presentations from speakers including 
Tan Le, technology innovator and founder of Emotiv; 
Laura Bush, former first lady and wife of former president 
George W. Bush; Jenna Bush Hager, NBC Today Show 
correspondent and daughter of former president George 
W. Bush; D. Joshua Taylor, director of family history for 
Findmypast and FGS president; A. J. Jacobs, founder of the 
Global Family Reunion; and Donny Osmond, entertainer, 
author, and motivational speaker. 

The Expo Hall, covering 120,000 square feet with 240 
booth spaces, was the center of activity from the grand 
opening Thursday morning until the closing on Saturday 

afternoon.  Many attendees were just starting their journey 
into genealogy and hadn’t yet learned how valuable 
genealogical societies are to researchers.  Volunteers at the 
FGS booth spent three days talking with visitors about the 
benefits of joining societies, both where they live and where 
their ancestors lived, and showing them how to find societies 
of interest to them.  The racks of brochures provided by FGS 
member societies that participated in Society Showcase were 
constantly busy. 

Preserve the Pensions, the FGS project to digitize the War 
of 1812 pension records, benefited from exposure to a larger 
audience.  FGS and RootsTech attendees donated $11,450 to 
help save these fragile documents.  With the Ancestry.com 
match, that translates to over 50,000 pages digitized. 

FGS and RootsTech each provided a program of sessions 
Thursday through Saturday.  The FGS classes covered 
methodology, records, ethnic research, migration, and more 

Photos provided by Linda McCauley and Caroline Pointer.

A Look Back at the FGS 2015 Conference
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Linda McCauley currently serves as 
secretary and Publications Committee 
chair for FGS.  She was the National 
Publicity Committee chair for the FGS 
2015 Conference.  Linda has been a 
genealogist for 14 years.  She lives in 
Kentucky and is the vice president 

of the Kentucky Genealogical Society, as well as Program 
Committee chair and webmaster. 

• Preserve the Pensions 
http://preservethepensions.org

• FGS Voice Newsletter 
http://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=71

for honing personal research skills.  RootsTech offered a 
program of technology-based solutions for the genealogy 
needs of both individuals and societies. 

Evening events brought attendees from both conferences 
back together to close each day.  Popular musician and 
YouTube sensation Alex Boye, along with the One Voice 
Children’s Choir, performed on the big stage on Thursday 
evening.  Cultural Night in the Expo Hall on Friday allowed 
extra time to visit vendors and enjoy the sights and sounds 
of different cultures.  Popular singer and American Idol 
runner-up David Archuleta and the cast of BYUtv’s Studio C 
closed out the conferences on Saturday evening.  

In 2016, FGS returns to the usual conference schedule 
and format; future conferences are scheduled through 2018.  
Mark your calendar now to join FGS August 31–September 
3, 2016 in Springfield, Illinois; August 30–September 2, 
2017 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and August 23–26, 2018 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Details about the 2016 conference 
program, events, and hotels will be coming later this year. 

Subscribe to the FGS Voice Newsletter to keep up with the 
latest information about conferences and other FGS news.

Links Mentioned in This Article

Save
the 

Date

Join
Us In
2016

A Look Back at the FGS 2015 Conference
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The New York State Family History Conference will 
bring genealogists and family historians to Syracuse, 
New York, on September 17–19, 2015.  Hundreds of 

researchers will come from across the country to learn about 
their New York roots.

The three-day conference, co-sponsored by the Central 
New York Genealogical Society (CNYGS) and the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society (NYG&B), will be 
held at the Holiday Inn & Conference Center Liverpool, just 
outside Syracuse, New York.  It will attract both amateur 
and professional researchers and include top experts in New 
York genealogy. 

New York records, genetic genealogy, and learning new 
tips and techniques for research—these are some of the 
topics the terrific, nationally known speakers, such as Judy 
G. Russell, Thomas W. Jones, Curt Witcher, and D. Joshua 
Taylor, will lecture on during the New York State Family 
History Conference.

Thursday’s Focus on Societies Day is sponsored by the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) and is a regional 
conference for FGS.  The day will be capped by the Thursday 
evening Society Showcase, open to the public, with the 

exhibit hall open to all visitors and attendees.  Genealogical 
and historical societies are invited to register for a table at 
the showcase for free (click here to learn more).  A cash bar 
will be available for refreshments during the showcase and 
registration period.

The program on Friday and Saturday will be consist of 
thirty lectures, including a two-day track specific to New 
York State research, a one-day genetic genealogy track, as 
well as general lecture topics.  With three simultaneous 
lectures by speakers of national caliber, attendees may have 
a hard time choosing between them.  Lectures begin at 8:30 
a.m. and end at 5:15 p.m.  The lecture titles and schedule are 
available online. 

Special events include luncheons ($30) on all three days, 
featuring speakers D. Joshua Taylor and David Rencher on 
Thursday, Dick Eastman on Friday, and D. Joshua Taylor on 
Saturday.  At the Friday dinner ($45), Judy G. Russell, “The 
Legal Genealogist,” will present her talk “Blackguards and 
Black Sheep: The Lighter Side of the Law.”

An outstanding research facility, the Onondaga County 
Public Library, is just five miles from the conference hotel.  
For those arriving early, the conference organizers have 

FGS Regional Conference:

New York State Family History Conference

http://nysfhc.org/exhibitors.html
http://nysfhc.org/agenda.html
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New York State Family History Conference

arranged a bus on Wednesday from the hotel to the 
library and back again.  Tickets for this pre-conference 
research trip ($15) may be purchased with your 
conference registration.

The registration fee for the three-day conference 
(excluding meals and printed syllabus) is $175; 
members of the CNYGS or the NYG&B receive a $25 
discount.  Tickets may be purchased in the NYG&B 
online store.  

Sponsors of the conference include the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies, the Capital District 
Genealogical Society, FamilySearch, Findmypast, the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, the New 
York Public Library, the New York State Archives and 
New York State Library, and the William G. Pomeroy 
Foundation.

Syracuse, New York—Our Host City 
Syracuse is the county seat of Onondaga County, New York, 
and is the state’s fifth largest city with 660,000 people in the 
metro area.  The city has functioned as a major crossroads 
over the last two centuries, first between the Erie Canal and 
its branch canals, then of railroads.  Syracuse is easy to get to 
on Interstates 81 and 90, and its airport is the largest in the 
region and only five miles from the conference hotel, which 
offers complementary shuttle services for guests of the hotel. 

Syracuse is home to Syracuse University, Upstate 
Medical University and Hospital, the SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry, LeMoyne College, and 
other colleges and professional schools.  Downtown Syracuse 
has been experiencing a revival of sorts, attracting students, 
native Syracusans, and visitors alike with its eclectic mix 
of shopping, cultural activities, restaurants, music, and 
nightlife. 

Attendees may wish to add an extra day to their trip for 
research or attractions.  Some of the most popular museums 
and cultural locations in and around Syracuse are:

•	 The Everson Museum of Art, designed by I. M. Pei 
•	 The Erie Canal Museum 
•	 The Onondaga Historical Association 
•	 The Onondaga County Public Library 
•	 Skä-nonh Great Law of Peace Center 
•	 The Salt Museum 
•	 The Milton J. Rubenstein Museum of Science and 

Technology and IMAX theatre 
•	 The Rosamond Gifford Zoo 
•	 The Delavan Art Gallery 
•	 The Redhouse Arts Center 
For more information about events, shopping, and 

dining, visit the Syracuse Convention and Visitors Bureau 
website.

The New York State Family History Conference 
responds to the rapid growth in interest in family history 
research and, in particular, the demand for information 
about families who lived in New York State.  Numerous 
challenges are posed for even the most experienced New 
York family history researcher.  The conference will break 
down research barriers and provide a forum that brings 
people together to share their research knowledge and 
problem-solving experiences and to collaborate on key 
research issues.

• Society Showcase and Exhibitor Hall Information 
http://nysfhc.org/exhibitors.html

• Lecture Titles and Schedule 
http://nysfhc.org/agenda.html

• Online Conference Registration 
http://newyorkfamilyhistory.myshopify.com/collections/
events

• Syracuse Convention and Visitors Bureau 
http://visitsyracuse.org
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WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE THIS
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT TOOL
FOR GENEALOGY SOCIETIES.

BECAUSE YOU HELPED
DESIGN IT.

YOU WANT IT TO BE EASY.
You don’t need to know anything special about 
computers to use EasyNetSites. If you can use a 

word processor, �ll out a simple form, and click a 
mouse you have all the necessary skills to create, 

maintain and update your own website.

YOU WANT IT TO BE POWERFUL.
In no time at all you’ll be able to create web pages, 
insert photos and links, operate online databases 
like cemetery lists and library archives, manage 
your membership, send blast emails and much, 

much more — all with point and click ease.

YOU WANT IT TO BE ADAPTABLE.
EasyNetSites is made to be custom-built to your 

speci�c needs. You choose exactly what features you 
want to include. Our built-in editing tools let you 
control the content on every single page. You even 
have control over who has access to certain pages.

YOU WANT IT TO BE AFFORDABLE.
Here’s the best part: you get all this and a beautiful, 
professionally designed website at a price that any 

budget-conscious society can a�ord.
Just listen to what these people have to say:

People just like you from genealogy societies across the nation told us exactly what they wanted in a 
web program... and we listened!

Call 813-269-4455 today for your free, no obligation demonstration.

 “EasyNetSites are spreading across the genealogical community and for good reason. I’ve had nothing 
but great experiences with the company and see a long partnership ahead.”

- George G. Morgan  President, Aha! Seminars, Inc.

 “With ENS we were able to create a professional-looking, highly functional site that is easy to enhance 
and maintain. Plus, we now have a built-in membership management system. Responsive customer 

service and timely system upgrades also have been big bene�ts.”
- Maryland Genealogical Society

http://www.easynetsites.com


Spotlight on Member Projects

Genealogical societies stay very busy throughout the 
year with educational events, programs, workshops, 
and records preservation projects.  Projects can 

vary from cemetery projects and indexing projects to full-on 
digitization projects.  Following is a potpourri of various 
projects FGS member societies are currently working on, 
projects they need volunteers for, and recent databases 
added to their website.  Recent collaborations and new 
member benefits they have implemented have also been 
included.  A listing of submitted member society events can 
be found on the FGS Upcoming Events Calendar. 

The Puget Sound Genealogical Society (PSGS) currently 
has two ongoing records preservation projects.  Their 
Cemetery Project preserves and documents cemeteries in 
Kitsap County, Washington, and entries are made to virtual 
cemeteries on Find A Grave.  Take a look at the “Cemetery 
Project” page on their website to see the cemeteries they 
are currently working on.  With their School Records 
Project, PSGS has just completed copying the first phase and 

members have commenced indexing this information at 
home or at the Genealogy Center.  Visit the “School Records 
Project” page on their website for more information.

The Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan has recently 
uploaded a new database for access by its members—
compiled obituaries for the counties of Huron and Sanilac.

The Western Michigan Genealogical Society (WMGS) 
currently has three ongoing records preservation projects—
the WMGS Obituary Index Linking Project, the WMGS 
Church Record indexing project, and the Grand Rapids 
Press and Grand Rapids Herald Obituary Index.  Visit the 
“Projects” page on their website for more information.  
Along with their ongoing records preservation projects, 
WMGS has added a new benefit for its members—Brick 
Wall Breaker, which offers free brick wall help to members.  
They also have begun a DNA Interest Group (DIG). 

Member societies, if you have a records preservation project you are currently working on, new databases you have added to 
your website, new member benefits you are offering, or any recent collaborations that you would like to see listed here, please 
send all information to membership@fgs.org.  Member societies can also submit their upcoming events, including webinars, to 
calendar@fgs.org for inclusion in the FGS Upcoming Events Calendar.

Indexing Projects, New 
Databases & More

Caroline Pointer
By Caroline Pointer
A genealogist and businesswoman for over ten years, Caroline Pointer presently serves as the vice-president of membership 
for FGS and chairs the Membership, Marketing, and Reviews Committees.  Caroline lives in Texas, where she also serves as the 
director for communications for Texas State Genealogical Society and is managing editor of the TSGS quarterly publication 
STIRPES.  Caroline also created and maintains the popular blog 4YourFamilyStory.com,where she brings technology and 
genealogy together for her readers.
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Spotlight on Member Projects

The New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) 
has announced a new research study project, Early Vermont 
Settlers to 1784, which will help family historians trace their 
ancestors who migrated from southern New England to 
Vermont.  Read the full press release for more information.  
NEHGS also announced a new collaboration with Extreme 
Genes, America’s Family History Radio Show.  David Allen 
Lambert, NEHGS chief genealogist, will co-host a segment 
of the show with Extreme Genes founder, producer, and 
host Scott Fisher.  NEHGS currently has almost 400 unique 
databases available through their website.

The Amelia Island Genealogical Society (AIGS) has quite 
a few ongoing records preservation projects including a 
Nassau County Draft Call-up indexing project and several 
cemetery photo surveys.  Additionally, they have a request 
out for suggestions for additional projects.  Visit the 
“Projects” page on their website for more information.  Also, 
take a look at their great YouTube video, which explains 
more about what AIGS has to offer.

The Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board (AzGAB) 
maintains a registry of Arizona projects and publications.  

• FGS Upcoming Events Calendar 
http://fgs.org/eventListings.php?nm=211

• Find A Grave 
http://findagrave.com

• PSGS Cemetery Project 
http://pusogensoc.org/id3.html

• PSGS School Records Project 
http://pusogensoc.org/recordspreservationcommittee.
html

• Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
http://pgsm.org

• Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
http://wmgs.org

• WMGS Projects 
http://wmgs.org/projects.htm

• WMGS Brick Wall Breaker 
http://wmgs.org/research/BrickWallBreaker.htm

• WMGS DNA Interest Group (DIG) 
http://www.wmgs.org/meetings_events.htm

• New England Historic Genealogical Society 
http://americanancestors.org

• NEHGS Early Vermont Settlers to 1784 Press Release 
http://americanancestors.org/about/press-and-media/
press-releases/vermont-study-project-press-release

• NEHGS and Extreme Genes Collaboration 
http://americanancestors.org/extremegenesradio

• NEHGS Database Listing 
http://americanancestors.org/browse-database

• Amelia Island Genealogical Society 
http://aigensoc.org

• AIGS Projects 
http://aigensoc.org/clist.php?nm=63

• AIGS YouTube Video 
http://youtu.be/gufKS59xJcM

• Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board 
http://azgab.org

• AzGAB Projects and Publications Registry 
http://azgab.org/project_registry.htm

• Indiana Genealogical Society 
http://indgensoc.org

• IGS Projects 
http://indgensoc.org/projects.php

• IGS Databases 
http://indgensoc.org/membersonly/databases.php

• IGS Milestone 
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2015/06/new-databases-
and-new-milestone-6-for-92.html

• IGS Recently Added Databases 
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2015/06/new-databases-
hamilton-henry-and.html

• IGS Database Listing (PDF) 
http://indgensoc.org/membersonly/databases_list.pdf

• Illinois State Genealogical Society 
http://ilgensoc.org

• ISGS Cemetery Records Project 
http://ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=15

• ISGS Church Records Project 
http://ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=16

• ISGS Family Bible Records Project 
http://ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=14

• ISGS ALPL Book Project 
http://ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=27

• ISGS Angel Project 
http://ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=28

• ISGS May/June 2015 Newsletter (PDF) 
http://ilgensoc.org/upload/newsletters/ISGS_
MayJune_2015.pdf

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Spotlight on Member Projects

The registry contains many cemetery projects as well as 
various other records preservation projects, making it 
very convenient for researchers, project coordinators, and 
potential volunteers to stay informed of opportunities.

The Indiana Genealogical Society (IGS) has three 
ongoing records preservation projects and welcomes your 
participation in them—Indiana Marriage Indexing Project, 
“Once a Hoosier…Always a Hoosier,” and Hendricks 
County, Indiana, Probate Records digitization project.  
Currently, IGS has over 1,500 databases that are mostly 
available behind their members-only wall with a portion 
available to the public.  They have recently announced a 
new milestone—they now have at least 6 databases for each 
of Indiana’s 92 counties.  Quite an accomplishment!  They 
have a listing of their most recently added databases—
both available for free and for members—as well as a 
downloadable PDF listing all of their databases.

The Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS) has several 
ongoing records preservation projects including their 
Cemetery Records Project, Church Records Project, and 
Family Bible Records Project.  They also are collecting 
donations for two other projects.  The ALPL Book Project 
was created to expand the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library’s 171,700-plus book collection, which includes 
county histories, civil war material, city material, family 
genealogies, and more.  The Angel Project allows ISGS to 
purchase microfilmed county records for the Illinois State 
Archives and the Illinois Regional Archives Depositories 
(IRAD).  In the May/June 2015 issue of their newsletter, 
ISGS announced a call for volunteers for their latest 
project—indexing ledgers from the Illinois Department of 
Registration and Education for the years 1877–1952 (see 
page 12 of the newsletter for details).  Interested parties 
should contact Becky Higgins, the indexing coordinator, at 
bhiggins9@gmail.com. 

Genealogical societies have

your family history.
resources to help you with

Find aSociety.
FGS.org

Federation of Genealogical Societies

35   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 27, Issue 1  •  Spring 2015

http://indgensoc.org
http://www.indgensoc.org/projects.php
http://www.indgensoc.org/projects.php
http://www.indgensoc.org/membersonly/databases.php
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2015/06/new-databases-and-new-milestone-6-for-92.html
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2015/06/new-databases-and-new-milestone-6-for-92.html
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2015/06/new-databases-hamilton-henry-and.html
http://www.indgensoc.org/membersonly/databases_list.pdf
http://ilgensoc.org
http://www.ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=15
http://www.ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=16
http://www.ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=14
http://www.ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=27
http://www.ilgensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=28
http://www.ilgensoc.org/upload/newsletters/ISGS_MayJune_2015.pdf
mailto:bhiggins9@gmail.com
http://www.fgs.org


Donate Today

7.2 Million Images to Capture

www.PreserveThePensions.org

Countless Stories to Discover
150K Pension Files to Save

http://www.preservethepensions.org


Next Generation

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

By Shannon Combs-Bennett

Who are the NextGen of 
Genealogy?

Look around you.  Younger and 
younger people are becoming 
active members of the genealogy 

community daily.  Why does this 
surprise many people?  The curiosity 
that makes great genealogists usually 
starts as children.

Stop and think a minute.  Until 
about 20 years ago, those who were 
primarily interested 
in genealogy were 
either retired or 
really encouraged by 
their family before 
retirement.  Why?  
After talking to 
genealogists of varying 
ages, most stated they 
came to it later in life 
because that is when 
they had the most 
time.  Their kids were 
grown, their work was 
done, or they had extra cash to do what 
they liked with it.  Sound familiar?

Now, think about what has changed 
in the world of genealogy?  Many of the 
changes involve easier access to records 
thanks to the internet.  We all know 
there is more to research than just what 
you can find online, but the online 
market for family history has spurred 
many younger potential genealogists 

into researching their lineage now, 
and not later.  That ease of access, as 
well as genealogy television shows, are 
bringing people to our community in 
large numbers.

Take me for example.  I am here 
thanks to a fourth grade family tree 
project and the internet.  If you ever 
want to hear the whole story ask me 

sometime.  Better yet, ask my son 
who will tell you he is the reason I am 
where I am (yes, he is quite humble at 
times).  What is not unique about me 
is that I had a passion and a need to 
hear the stories of my family from an 
early age.  My family never encouraged 
me to research on my own because I 
was so young—they wanted me to be 
a kid and do kid things.  When I got 

older and picked up researching on my 
own, the older members of the family 
discouraged me because the research 
was “done.”  I had this need and desire 
to learn about my family history from 
an early age, and had my family helped 
harness that passion, I would have 
come to the field 30 years earlier.

Instead, I started this adventure at 
age 33, as a stay-at-home mom, 
with one child in preschool and 
one in fourth grade.  There was 
no big support structure.  In fact, 
I only had my self-education 
and one friend, who started 
researching when she was in 
high school, to help point me 
in the right direction.  My story 
is not unique either.  There are 
others, some much younger 
than 33, who are flocking to 
genealogy research.  Just like us, 
they want to learn about their 

ancestors.  They want to know who 
their ancestors are and where they 
came from.  They want to know which 
stories that grandma told are true.  The 
difference between the past and today 
is that younger genealogists now have a 
support system.  

This underrepresented demographic 
is growing, and it is growing fast.  They 
are not only forming groups at local 

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology.  One of her passions is 
encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy.  This includes children through adults thanks to 
the ongoing interest her children show in their family history.  She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist 
and is currently the Education chair for The NextGen Genealogy Network.  Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/
tntfamhist.
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Next Generation

Why certify?

Find your answer on the BCG website.

Board for CertiÞcation of Genealogists¨ ● Box 14291 - Dept. F ● Washington, DC 20044
http://www.BCGcertiÞcation.org/certiÞcation/why.html

genealogical society meetings, but they 
are also branching out and connecting 
with people their own ages from all 
over the globe.  In fact, their numbers 
are steadily increasing at national 
conferences.  Each year the number of 
young genealogists appears to increase.

This is where organizations like 
The NextGen Genealogy Network 
have come into play.  They are a 
group of people willing to mentor 
and foster relationships among 
those younger genealogists and the 
genealogy community at large.  The 
majority of the membership were in 
this same place at one time and wished 
desperately that there were people their 
own age to talk to about a variety of 
subjects.

NextGen began in the spring 
of 2013 and quickly grew by leaps 
and bounds.  With over 2,000 
people on their Facebook page, it 

is obvious that there is a need for 
dialog and communication with the 
younger aspects of our community.  
NextGen is there to help bridge those 
communication gaps, educate those 
involved, and be a safe place to talk 
about the issues concerning younger 
genealogists.

If you think this may be a non-
issue, think again.  The number 
one complaint I have heard from 
genealogists who started when they 
were in the 20–40 age range was not 
being taken seriously by older members 
of the community.  Worse than that, 
many were flat out told they were 
not wanted.  Unfortunately I had this 
happen to me and it did not sit well.  I 
knew I had a lot to offer 
through past experiences 
and I am thankful that a 
few members of my local 
society saw that before 

I decided to give up.  The fact that 
this sentiment still permeates the 
genealogical circles means that we as 
a community have a long way to go to 
be accepting of anyone, no matter their 
age.

Through the upcoming series of 
articles about the next generation of 
genealogy, I will talk about ways we 
can integrate and welcome younger 
genealogists into the community.  I 
will also share advice with the next 
generation of genealogists on ways 
to continue to be successful in their 
genealogy journey.  Hope you stay 
tuned and are ready to become 
members of the NextGen movement!

• The NextGen Genealogy Network 
http://www.tnggn.org

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Records Preservation and Access

The Records Preservation and Access Committee 
(RPAC) has been hard at work advocating for 
individuals to sign the Genealogists’ Declaration 

of Rights.  On November 6, 2014 Jan Alpert, chair of the 
committee, wrote the following message for the RPAC blog:

The Genealogists’ Declaration of Rights is a statement 
advocating open access to federal, state, and local public 
records.  The Declaration affirms America’s long history 
of open public records, which has been threatened the last 
few years over concerns about identity theft and privacy.  
The Declaration of Rights has been approved by the board 
of directors of the three sponsoring organizations of the 
Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC):  
the National Genealogical Society (NGS), the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies (FGS), and the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS).

RPAC has worked with state and federal legislators as 
well as local public officials for more than twenty years 
in support of legislation and regulations that achieve a 
balance between access and privacy.  The Declaration of 
Rights is a document RPAC plans to use in response to 
both state and federal legislation that would restrict access 
to public records.  The Declaration will be presented to 
the appropriate legislative committee chairs or Executive 
Branch of government together with a specific statement 
about RPAC’s position on a proposed law or regulation.

RPAC has already collected over 8,000 signatures from 
national conferences, genealogical societies, and online.  
Alpert states in a recent RPAC blog post, dated June 4, 

2015, that “we need 10,000 signatures by the end of 2015 for 
genealogists to make a strong statement in support of open 
access to public records.”  You can help reach this goal in a 
few different ways.

Individuals can read the Declaration and provide a 
signature online.  Societies are encouraged to share this 
information with their members through their newsletter, 
blog, website, and email communications.  Societies can also 
print out a copy of the Declaration and have signature sheets 
available during conferences and meetings.

For societies collecting signatures, please note that 
they must be compiled by state of residence, so a separate 
signature sheet is needed per state.  Once you have collected 
signatures, you can scan each page and send them to Jan 
Alpert, the RPAC chair, at janalpert@aol.com.  Be sure 
to include your society’s name on each signature sheet.  
Societies will receive a “We Signed” badge for their website 
or blog once scanned signature pages are received by RPAC.

For additional information, please refer to Alpert’s 
June 4, 2015 RPAC blog post “Genealogists’ Declaration of 
Rights—We Need Your Support!”

National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA)
Late in 2014, H.R. 1233, the Presidential and Federal 
Records Act Amendments of 2014 was signed into law.  
This law now modernizes records management by focusing 
directly on electronic records, and complements efforts by 
NARA and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to 
implement the president’s 2011 Memorandum on Managing 
Government Records. 

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen years before her retirement.  
She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records 
Preservation and Access Committee, and is a past director of the Federation.  To submit or examine current information about 
record availability, visit the RPAC website.

Linda McCleary

By Linda McCleary, MLS

Genealogists’ Declaration 
of Rights, Preservation 
Projects & More
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Records Preservation and Access

Some changes to the Act include:
• Defining electronic records in the 

federal records definition.
• Allowing federal electronic records 

to be transferred to NARA in 
electronic format.

• Granting the archivist of the United 
States final determination as to what 
constitutes a federal record.

• Authorizing early transfer of 
permanent electronic federal and 
presidential records to NARA, even 
if legal custody remains with the 
agency or the president.

• Empowering NARA to safeguard 
original and classified records from 
unauthorized removal.

• Codifying procedures which 
former and incumbent presidents 
review presidential records for 
constitutional privileges.

States
California:  In 2013, 
California Attorney 
General Kamala Harris 
reported that 18.5 
million Californians 

were involved in 167 different data 
breaches.  Breaches were reported from 
retailers, banks, health care providers, 

and other organizations.  Of interest, 
it was noted that the Death Master 
File (DMF) and/or Social Security 
Death Index (SSDI) were NOT the 
causes of the breaches:  “Social Security 
numbers were the most frequently 
compromised records in 2013, not 
surprising given that Social Security 
numbers fetch top dollar on the black 
market, selling for more than even 
debit card information….”

Indiana:  The State of Indiana 
has entered into an agreement 
with Ancestry.com to digitize, 
and eventually post online, 

more than 13 million birth and death 
certificates as well as marriage records.  
The online records that are older than 
75 years will become available in 2015, 
with the remainder of the records 
becoming available during Indiana’s 
bicentennial year, 2016.  Birth and 
death certificates date back to the early 
1900s with marriage records beginning 
in 1958 through 2005.

Nebraska:  Nebraska 
Homestead Final 
Certificate Land 
Entry Case Files are 

now online and available at Ancestry.
com and Fold3.  In a combined effort 
of the Homestead National Monument 
of America, FamilySearch, Fold3, 
Ancestry.com, the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, and NARA, the 
homestead records have been digitized.  
These records describe improvements 
made to the property, such as house 
construction, wells dug, crops planted, 
and fences built.  Some files include 
military service, naturalization 
information, etc.

Tennessee:  
The National 

Park Service Collections Preservation 
Center will be built next to the Great 
Smoky Mountain Heritage Center in 
Townsend, Tennessee.  Estimated date 
for opening is 2016.  The Collections 
Preservation Center will preserve 
418,000 artifacts and 1.3 million 
archival records, including land 
records, oral histories, and historical 
photos, as well as tangible items such 
as clothing, vintage weapons, logging-
era equipment, and farm tools from 
individuals and families living in the 
area prior to the park being established 
in Eastern Tennessee.

• Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) 
Website and Blog 
http://fgs.org/rpac

• Genealogists’ Declaration of Rights Online Signature 
http://bit.ly/gen-declaration

• Genealogists’ Declaration of Rights Download 
http://fgs.org/rpac/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/
Declaration-of-Rights-with-bold.docx

• Signature Sheet 
http://fgs.org/rpac/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/
Declaration-Signature-Page.docx

• “Genealogists’ Declaration of Rights—We Need Your 
Support!” Blog Post 
http://fgs.org/rpac/2015/06/04/genealogists-declaration-
of-rights-we-need-your-support-2

• Ancestry.com, Nebraska Homestead Records 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60593

• Fold3, Nebraska Homestead Records 
http://www.fold3.com/title_650/homestead_records_ne

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Reviews

Editor’s Note:  I would like to thank Paul Milner for serving as the FORUM book review editor for the last 14 years; he will 
certainly be missed in this role.  I would also like to thank him for saving a few book reviews for us to use in this issue.  We are 
looking to expand this department to include products, in addition to books.  Anyone who is interested in serving as a reviewer, 
or as the department editor, should contact the FORUM managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org. 

If you have a publication or product for review, please contact the FORUM managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org.

A List of the British 
Officers of the British 
Army to August 1755 
(with an Appendix to 
October 1755).  Edited and 
annotated by Nicholas 
Steward.  Published 
by Steward Archives, 
Salem, MA.  http://
stewardarchives.com.  
2015.  xxxi, 261 pp.  Index.  
Softcover.  $17.95.

This is an edited and 
annotated version of the 
second edition, published 
in 1755, of A List of the 
General and Field Officers, 
as They Rank in the Army. 
A List of the Officers in the 
Several Regiments of Horse, 
Dragoons, and Foot, &c. 
on the British and Irish 
Establishments: With the 
Dates of Their Commissions, 
as they Rank in Each Corps…, 
what became more familiarly 
known as the published 
Army Lists.  Its publication 
by the War Office let it be 
formally known that these 
were the officially recorded 
officers of the army as of 
the date of publication, a 
problem with an army spread 
across the globe in an era 
with slow communications, 
and thus these were the 
people who would be paid by 
the War Office.

The first edition of the 
list was published in July 
1754.  The second edition, 
published in London in 
early August 1755, is freely 
available for download 
from The National Archives 
digital microfilm as WO65/2.  
However, what is used 
here is the November 1755 
Irish printing of the list.  

This is important because 
by then, news of Major 
General Edward Braddock’s 
defeat by French forces in 
the wilderness of North 
America on July 9, 1755 
had been widely reported in 
the newspapers and those 
identified as dead are now in 
the published list. 

There are problems 
with using the published 
Army Lists.  The army 
was constantly changing:  
officers died, retired, were 
promoted within their 
own corps, or exchanged 
to another one; new corps 
were raised; and existing 
corps were transferred 
between the British and 
Irish establishments, with 
the consequential changes 
in number of officers and 
men.  But a major problem 
arises in that there was no 
connection between editions, 
so if an officer left the army 
for any reason he would just 
be absent from the next list.  
What Mr. Steward has done 
is adapted an idea from the 
unofficial Hart’s Army Lists 
(1840–1915), which included 
a listing of officer changes 
since the last publication 
indicating who had been 
promoted, resigned, or 

died.  Thus in this annotated 
publication if the reason why 
an officer is absent from the 
1756 Army List is known, it 
is included in the footnotes 
on the same page as the 
officer. 

The footnotes include 
numerous helpful identifiers 
for researchers.  The official 
listing may identify officers 
only by title, e.g., Earl of 
Loudon, who is further 
identified in this volume 
as John (Campbell) 4th 
Earl of Loudon, which 
is obviously much more 
helpful.  Looking further at 
the 44th Regiment of Foot 
as an example, we see in the 
original published Army 
List the colonel is listed as 
Sir Peter Halkett, but here 
he is further identified as the 
2nd Baronet.  Later in the 
same regimental listing are 
Captain Francis Halkett and 
Lieutenant James Halkett, 
identified by Mr. Steward as 
the sons of Peter.  It is also 
stated here that Peter and 
James were both killed at the 
Battle of the Monongahela 
in America on July 9, 1755 
(Braddock’s Defeat).  There 
are many officers in this 
regiment identified as killed 
or wounded in this battle. 

Department Editor, TBD
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What the published 
Army Lists provide are 
details of:
• field officers and above 

in the army from the 
captain-general to major 
with one or more of the 
following rubrics:  date 
of their rank in the army, 
date of their rank in the 
regiment or corps, their 
office in the garrison, or 
if they were on half-pay;

• the regiments, corps, and 
garrisons on the British 
Establishment listed by 
seniority;

• half-pay officers on the 
British Establishment;

• the regiments, corps, and 
garrisons on the Irish 
Establishment listed by 
seniority;

• half-pay officers on the 
Irish Establishment; and 

• annual and daily pay 
rates, succession of 

regimental colonels, 
uniforms, and regimental 
locations. 

What has been added to 
this annotated volume, as 
introduction and appendices 
are:
• an excellent introduction 

to the history of the 
development and content 
of the published Army 
Lists, plus an explanation 
of changes added here 
and why;

• Corps of Engineers 
(Office of Ordnance), 
which are not listed in 
the Army Lists until 
1757, identifying name, 
rank, and location;

• annual full-pay, half-pay, 
and strength of the land 
forces;

• regiments reduced or 
disbanded with half-pay 
officers;

• an essay on the political 
state of Europe and Great 
Britain in 1748;

• chronology of events 
from 1748 (Peace of Aix-
La-Chapelle) to 1756;

• Braddock’s Defeat; and
• other offices held by army 

and garrison officers.

The book provides a 
full index to all officers, a 
good glossary of period-
specific military terms, and 
a bibliography.  Researchers 
will want to read the 
introduction closely to 
understand what is and 
is not included, how to 
understand dates (calendar 
change) and abbreviations, 
plus the raising of numerous 
permanent Corps of Marines 
and where their officers 
came from.

Much has been written 
in North America about the 

French and Indian Wars.  It 
needs to be remembered 
that this was one part of the 
much more global Seven 
Years’ War and the British 
Army was fighting around 
the globe.  This annotated 
listing targeting North 
American researchers is 
of value to anyone doing 
British Army research in the 
period.  The layout makes 
it easier to read, use, and 
understand than the original 
published lists and is thus 
recommended as a research 
tool.

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois

Mr. Mitchell’s newest book 
on Irish research focuses on 
the County of Londonderry, 
also known as Derry, in 
Northern Ireland.  The 
city of Derry was a major 
port of embarkation to 
North America, Britain, 
and Australia from the 
eighteenth to the twentieth 
century.  This large 
migration through the 
area affects how one does 
research. 

The book is divided into 
three sections.  The first 
section introduces the reader 
to the area and helps with 
ideas on how to get started 

with research in general.  
The second section examines 
the nine record sets that 
most researchers will use:  
civil registration of births, 
marriages, and deaths; 
church registers of baptisms, 
marriages, and burials; 
gravestone inscriptions; 
wills; 1901 and 1911 census 
returns; mid-nineteenth 
century Griffith’s Valuation; 
early nineteenth century 
Tithe Applotment books; 
1831 census (which also 
includes the 1841 and 1851 
extracts from the Old Age 
Pension applications); and 
pre-1800 census substitutes.  

The final section provides 
contact information and a 
brief overview of collection 
contents for local record 
offices in the county and 
major national record offices. 

Most of the material in 
this book can be found in 
other Irish research guides.  
This book does an excellent 
job of pulling together 
the specific sources used 
for County Londonderry, 
particularly with reference to 
the 1831 census.  I am always 
looking to learn something 
new and this book was no 
exception, for it included a 
townland map from Griffith’s 

Book info appears on next page.
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Pen & Sword continues its 
excellent family history 
book series with this 
guide to researching your 
Merchant Navy ancestors, 
a common occupation for 
many British ancestors, yet 
they can be difficult to trace.  
This guidebook puts your 
ancestors into social context 
and provides guidance on 
where to find specifics on the 
men and the ships on which 
they sailed. 

The book is divided 
into nine chapters:  Britain’s 
Merchant Fleet, life in the 
Merchant Service, finding 
and following a ship, tracing 
seamen and non-officers, 
captains and other officers, 
disaster and bravery, 
Merchant Navy in wartime, 
places to visit, and case 
histories.

The book is full of 
fascinating helpful facts that 
put your ancestors and the 
research issues into context.  
For example, in 1899 there 
are 10,998 British-registered 
steam and sailing ships 
over 100 tons, dwarfing the 
closest rival, the United 
States, which had only 
2,739 seagoing ships, while 
other countries went down 
from there.  The ships are 

also not necessarily where 
you might expect them to 
be, for in 1835 a list of the 
top ten ports where ships 
are registered includes, not 
surprisingly, London in the 
number one position with 
2,663 ships, Newcastle in 
number two with 987 ships, 
but how about Whitehaven, 
Cumbria in the number 
seven slot with 496 ships, 
and Southampton, a well-
known port, does not make 
the list. 

One of the keys to 
Merchant Navy research 
is understanding where 
and when your ancestor 
was likely to have been at 
sea.  The records, and thus 
where and how to search, 
vary greatly by time period.  
In addition, many of the 
record collections have been 
broken up and disseminated 
to archives scatted around 
the British Isles, with a large 
collection to the Maritime 
History Archive at the 
University of Newfoundland.  
Luckily the book does 
provide suggestions when 
the records are centrally 
located, plus where and how 
to search when they are not. 

The book is not just 
for those who served as 

ship masters, mates, and 
seamen, but also includes 
all the other occupations 
you may find at sea such 
as carpenters, cooks, 
donkeymen, engineers, 
firemen, greasers, gunners, 
medical officers, pursers, 
stewards, storekeepers, 
telegraphers, and trimmers.  
The role of women is also 
highlighted. 

Each chapter has 
numerous illustrations 
of ships, crew, and the 
documents they used or 
those created by officials.  
There are numerous 
finding aids and references 
suggested, along with where 
you may find material 
online.  I was actually 
surprised at how much may 
now be online, making the 
search process from outside 
the British Isles a little easier.  

If you have Merchant 
Navy ancestors you will 
certainly want to have a look 
at this up-to-date research 
guide. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your Merchant 
Navy Ancestors: A Guide 
for Family Historians.  By 
Simon Wills.  Published 
by Pen & Sword Family 
History, 47 Church 
Street, Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire S70 2AS, UK.  
http://pen-and-sword.
co.uk.  US Distributor:  
CasemateAthena, 
908 Darby Road, 
Havertown, PA 19083.  
http://casemateathena.
com.  2012.  x, 180 pp.  
Illustrations, index.  
Softcover.  $29.95 

Tracing Derry-
Londonderry Roots.  
By Brian Mitchell.  
Published by 
Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 3600 Clipper 
Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211.  
http://genealogical.com.  
2014.  67 pp.  Softcover.   
$15.95

Valuation, which showed all 
the fields worked by kinship 
families that lived in a 
clachan settlement, a cluster 
of farmsteads in one group 
(not scattered).  This was 
something I had not seen 
before in Griffith’s, though I 
understood the concept and 
its history. 

There are some 
drawbacks to using this 
book, so thankfully it is thin.  

There is a table of contents 
but no page numbers to the 
relevant sections and there 
is no index.  Additionally, 
the important maps showing 
the parishes of the county 
are separated from the 
maps showing the Roman 
Catholic parishes and the 
Presbyterian congregations. 

 If you only have Derry 
or Londonderry ancestors 
this brief book will be worth 

a look, and is certainly slim 
enough to take with you if 
you are traveling to the area. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Technology
Discounts for your society and your members from Dell.

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to society bylaws, newsletter, 
and website reviews.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 

articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

Annual Membership Fees
NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRICE

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online quar-
terly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealogists. 
Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, genealo-
gists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep up with 
the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should know 
about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
Half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
Eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines (2015)
 Copy Delivery
Issue 1 June 15 July 15
Issue 2 July 15 September 15
Issue 3 September 15 November 15
Issue 4 November 15 January 15

For 2016 deadlines, please contact the FORUM advertising manager 
at advertising@fgs.org.

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.
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