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New! EVIDENCE EXPLAINED: 
Citing History Sources from Artifacts 
to Cyberspace. Third Edition. Elizabeth 
Shown Mills. 892 pp., illus., indexed, 
hardcover. 2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2017-5. 
$59.95 
This new edition is the definitive guide 
to the citation and analysis of historical 
sources. Like previous editions it explains 
citation principles for both traditional and 
nontraditional sources; includes more 

than 1,000 citation models for virtually every source type; and 
shows readers where to go to find their sources and how to de-
scribe and evaluate them. It contains many new citation models, 
updates to websites, and descriptions and evaluations of numer-
ous contemporary materials not included in earlier editions. In 
particular, researchers can make use of a new QuickStart Guide, 
expanded coverage for genetic citations (the hottest new topic 
in genealogical research), expanded coverage of layered cita-
tions, the latest concepts in evidence analysis, coverage of the 
latest media and delivery systems, and an expanded glossary.

POLISH ROOTS. Second Edition. 
Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 pp., maps, indexed, 
paper. 2014. ISBN 978-0-8063-2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original Pol-
ish Roots in 1993, the Internet has made 
the task of locating Polish ancestors much 
easier, as more information and images are 
made available online. In addition, there 
has been a marked rise in interest in geneal-
ogy in Poland, resulting in a great increase 

in the number of Polish genealogical societies available and the 
amount of helpful information disseminated. This second edi-
tion addresses these exciting developments, with a new Intro-
duction, four new chapters, several new maps and charts, and 
numerous updates throughout the original text.

IN SEARCH OF YOUR GERMAN 
ROOTS. A Complete Guide to Tracing Your 
Ancestors in the German Areas of Europe. 
Fifth Edition. Angus Baxter. 138 pp., paper. 
2015. ISBN 978-0-8063-2011-3. $19.95
This guide is designed to help you trace 
your German ancestry, not only in Germany 
but in all the German-speaking areas of Eu-
rope, from the Baltic to the Crimea, from 
the Czech Republic to Belgium. It shows 

you how to conduct your research from your computer, using a 
variety of online resources, and also points you to the most use-
ful repositories of records abroad. This fifth edition highlights 
all of the recent developments—new facilities, new websites, 
newly available records—that have made German family his-
tory research immeasurably easier. 

HISTORIC GERMAN NEWSPAPERS 
ONLINE. Ernest Thode. 234 pp., paper. 2015. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-2005-2. $24.95
Most of the newspapers cited here are from 
Germany and the former Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, though there are papers cited here 
from as far afield as China and Oklahoma. A 
single site hosted by the Austrian National 
Library, for example, has digitized millions 
of pages in hundreds of titles from Austro-
Hungary. Hundreds of other websites are hosted by libraries, 
universities, museums, and institutions, many with English lan-
guage interfaces.

The genealogical information you can find in these newspa-
pers is almost limitless. It includes notices of births, marriages 
and deaths from civil registrations, baptisms and wedding an-
nouncements from churches, intentions to emigrate, trade news, 
lists of pupils, appointments to office, promotions, transfers, re-
tirements, deaths, estate sales, lists of hotel guests, and a multi-
tude of everyday notices. You’ll be amazed at the range of infor-
mation available to you online in German-language newspapers.

THE ULTIMATE SEARCH BOOK: U.S. 
Adoption, Genealogy & Other Search 
Secrets. Lori Carangelo. 8½" x 11".  
92 pp., illus., indexed, paper. 2015.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-5729-4. $19.95
This is a completely up-to-date exposition 
of Lori Carangelo’s mastery in finding ad-
opted children, missing relatives, runaway 
children, and others that she has cultivated 
over her adult lifetime. The director of the 
organization Americans for Open Records, Carangelo explains 
(1) just how search experts get past the wall of secrecy and road-
blocks to their loved ones; (2) how, in the case of adoptees, they 
find someone without a prior knowledge of the name; and (3) the 
trade secrets of both professional investigators and amateur sleuths 
for legally circumventing roadblocks to accessing information. 
She discusses numerous record categories that figure in the dis-
covery process, including court dockets, adoption decrees, hospital 
records, baptismal certificates, DMV records, Social Security re-
cords, DNA testing, voter registrations, telephone records, military 
records, divorces, tax records, and much more.

SUSTAINABLE GENEALOGY: 
Separating Fact from Fiction in Family 
Legends. Richard Hite. 126 pp., illus., paper. 
2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-1982-7. $18.95
This work explains how to avoid the traps 
many family historians can fall into. Wheth-
er it’s a proud family legend, a venerable 
publication, or the claims of an Internet 
family tree, the unsubstantiated genealogi-
cal source won’t stand up. Taking “heed of 
the cautions cited and putting into practice 
the lessons learned in this book will make you all much better 
family historians and ensure that your genealogical legacy will 
be one to be trusted.”

Postage & handling: One book $5.50; each additional book 
$2.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax. 
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We hope you’re enjoying your issues of FORUM and that the variety of content is meeting 
your expectations.  This issue is packed with exciting articles that both societies and family 
historians will find useful.  

A new interactive feature we’ve added is a way for you to connect with our authors.  You’ll 
find a set of icons under each author’s photo that will allow you to visit their website, send 
them an e-mail, or connect with them via social media.  We’re still evolving our interactive 
offerings and continue to seek your feedback and ideas.  Please take a moment to complete our 
short online questionnaire.  If you’d prefer to have a conversation with us, send an e-mail to 
forumeditor@fgs.org.

Our continued success would not be possible without the gracious authors who share 
their knowledge with the genealogical community via FORUM.  Anyone who would like an 
opportunity to write for FORUM should contact the managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org 
to discuss your ideas.

Cover:  Whale watching in 
Victoria, British Columbia.
Photo © 2015 Judy G. Russell

Julie Cahill Tarr

Jennifer Alford

Connect

Connect
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quarterly by the Federation of Genealogical 
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0940.  Opinions and statements expressed by 
individual authors are not necessarily those of 
FGS.  Errors and omissions of fact are the sole 
responsibility of the author, although every 
attempt has been made to ensure the correctness 
of content.  FGS assumes no responsibility 
for the quality of products or performance of 
services advertised or reviewed in FORUM.

subscriptions
FORUM subscriptions are $15 for one year, $25 
for two years, and $30 for three years.  Subscribe 
online at http://fgs.org or send a check to FGS 
FORUM, P.O. Box 200940, Austin, TX 78720-
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each issue.

rEprints
FORUM reserves copyright to authors of signed 
articles.  Permission to reprint an article must 
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may be reprinted without permission provided 
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Fgs purposE

Founded in 1976, the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies (FGS) is a not-
for-profit organization comprised of  
hundreds of genealogical/historical 
societies and libraries. 

The purpose of FGS is to organize into a 
federation those genealogical or historical 
societies, family associations, library or 
archival institutions, other organizations, 
and individuals with similar interests 
that:  promote genealogy, family history, 
and family associations; collect, preserve, 
and disseminate genealogical knowledge 
and information; encourage public 
access to and preservation of records of 
genealogical value; and promote ethical 
standards in genealogical research and 
practices.  

The Federation actively represents and 
protects societies, coordinates and 
facilitates their activities, and monitors 
events that are critical to the future 
of genealogy.  The Federation aims to 
serve the needs of member societies, 
provide products and services to improve 
organizational management, and marshal 
the resources and national efforts of 
historical and genealogical organizations.

Fgs MEMbErship

Societies or organizations wishing 
information on membership should visit 
our website at http://fgs.org, email FGS at 
info@fgs.org, call 888-347-1500, or write 
to FGS, P.O. Box 200940, Austin, TX 
78720-0940. 

Membership is on a calendar basis from 
January to December. 

oFFicErs
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FGS 2018 National Conference 
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Federation of Genealogical Societies
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Capturing the Energy
By D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FGS President

President’s Message

Connect

As the leaves fall and colors change across the country, 
the world of family history seems to always be in 
high gear this time of year.  Annual seminars and 

conferences dot the calendar, new issues of newsletters roll 
off the presses, and plans for the busy holiday season are well 
under way.  As we close October’s nationwide Family History 
Month for many societies, this is perhaps one of our busiest 
seasons—as commercial partners like Ancestry remind the 
national audience that new family history discoveries can be 
made every single day.  As December approaches and 2016 
seems closer than ever, we should pause to wonder—what 
could we do to preserve this energy year round? 

Family History Month and season premiers of shows 
like Who Do You Think You Are? generate lots of energy at 
certain times of the year.  As society leaders and members 
who represent genealogists everywhere, we should capture 
that same energy year-round while leading the charge to bring 
attention to family history, records access, education, and 
other key issues.  While a flurry of activity typically surrounds 
an annual workshop, there is work that must be done each 
week of the year.

Some organizations traditionally take a few short breaks 
at various times during the year, sometimes during the 
summer or holidays.  While these times of year often result in 
hectic schedules and little time to devote to society activities, 
they also represent tremendous opportunities to grow our 
organizations and spread the positive message about family 
history.  Consider this, holidays such as Thanksgiving are 
times when family members gather to share and create new 
memories.  They are the perfect opportunity to introduce 
family history, capture the curious, and engage the past.  Do 
we as societies and genealogists provide resources for families 
seeking to add a bit of family history in-between the stuffing 
and mashed potatoes? 

While time is limited, and often our greatest enemy, there 
are a few simple ideas that any genealogical organization 
could engage with to capture the energy of the season.   

Perhaps your society could prepare a local guide for gathering 
family stories or host a few meetings or online sessions that 
discuss how to interview family relatives or preserve family 
heirlooms.  A simple holiday card to current and former 
members could invite them to an event in 2016 and share 
important new resources about your society (it might even 
be the opportunity to capture a last minute donation to your 
organization for the year).  Perhaps your society’s social media 
presence could serve as a resource to capture the memories, 
photos, and videos of family holidays in your local area, past 
and present.

In all, opportunities like Family History Month are 
only a small part of the energy surrounding family history 
that genealogists and society leaders can work to harness 
year-round.  As we approach the very busy holiday season, 
consider how we can work to grow our local organizations, 
expand our networks, and remember to have a little fun with 
family history. 

Until next time,

Joshua

D. Joshua 
Taylor
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By Ted  Bainbridge,  PhD

Freedmen’s  
Bureau  &  

Freedmen’s  
Bank  Records
The United States Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen 

and Abandoned Lands (the Freedmen’s Bureau) 
and The Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company 

(the Freedmen’s Bank) assisted freed slaves in the southern 
states and the District of Columbia immediately after the 
Civil War.  If you know or suspect that you have ancestors 
born in slavery, you should examine these documents 
as part of a thorough genealogical research program.  
In addition to adding genealogical information to your 
family tree, these organizations’ documents will lend 
context to your ancestors’ lives and narrative to their 
stories.  Even if you do not find your specific ancestors 
in these records you should read a large sample of the 
documents to gain perspective on the societies, people, 
problems, and events they describe.

The Bureau’s Functions
The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned 
Lands, commonly called the Freedmen’s Bureau, was 
established within the War Department by an act of 

Congress on March 3, 1865.  The Bureau was responsible 
for all matters related to refugees, freedmen, abandoned 
lands, and lands seized during the Civil War.  The Bureau 
functioned from 1865 through 1872.  To carry out its 
charge from Congress, the Bureau provided the following 
services:

• established temporary camps

• issued food and clothing

• operated hospitals

• helped locate family members

• legalized marriages

• promoted education

• provided employment

• supervised labor contracts

• provided legal representation in local and 
national courts
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Freedmen’s Bureau & Freedmen’s Bank Records

According to NARA, Bureau 
records are, ‘the richest and  
most extensive documentary 
source available for investigating 
the African American experience 
in the post-Civil War and 
Reconstruction eras.’

• settled freedmen on abandoned or confiscated lands

• secured black soldiers’ and sailors’ pay and pensions

• investigated racial confrontations and other problems 
and complaints

The Bureau operated in Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, the 
District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, the Indian Territory 
(Oklahoma), Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, 
Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia, and West Virginia.

Value of Bureau Records
The National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) says the Bureau records are, “the richest and most 
extensive documentary source available for investigating 
the African American experience in the post-Civil War and 
Reconstruction eras” and “present the genealogist…with an 
unequaled wealth of information that extends the reach of 
black family studies.”

Various records show a person’s name, age, birthplace, 
residence, occupation, former owner and/or plantation, and 
other details as well as information about parents, siblings, 
spouses, and children.

But don’t be overly 
optimistic; about four 
million slaves were 
liberated, but only 
“tens of thousands” of 
people were served by the 
Bureau.  Also, FamilySearch 
reminds us that “individuals 
may have changed their names.”

Headquarters Records
Headquarters records came from the Commissioner’s office.  
They deal with administration of the Bureau and its education 
division at the national level, and supervision of the state 

Administrative Order.  From Virginia headquarters to all Virginia 
field offices.  “Officers and Agents of this Bureau will take care 
that the Freedmen, within their respective jurisdictions, are made 
acquainted with their rights….”

Labor Contract.  Specifies timing and amounts of payments, in 
kind and in cash, and other terms of the agreement, but doesn’t 
describe the kind or amount of work to be performed.
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Freedmen’s Bureau & Freedmen’s Bank Records

offices.  These records are mostly official and statistical, but 
they can contain some information about individuals’ work 
and other experiences at the local level.  “The Freedmen’s 
Bureau, 1865–1872” page at the NARA website lists the kinds 
of documents that are found in this record group.

State Records
State records came from the offices of the Assistant 
Commissioners and the Superintendents of Education.  They 
are mostly summaries and reports.  Some records, such as 
labor contracts and letters received by these offices, give 
detailed information about individuals.  “The Freedmen’s 
Bureau, 1865–1872” page at the NARA website lists several 
kinds of documents included in these records.  Some 
narratives, such as “Conditions of the Destitute” and “Murders 
and Outrages,” give insight into the lives and times of these 

people, lending context and life to any genealogical research 
you do.  If you want to publish your genealogy in a way that 
makes your ancestors’ lives vividly real to modern readers, 
this is a great place to collect background and detail.

Field Office Records
Field offices were subordinate to the state’s Assistant 
Commissioner’s office and provided direct assistance 
to people.  These records are the most likely sources of 
information about specific individuals, and should be 
searched thoroughly.  These records include:

• field office reports

• letters sent and letters received

• labor contracts

• relief rolls

Applicants Certificate.  List of people who applied for rations.  “We…heads of families…do solemnly swear that we are in absolute need of 
food ‘to prevent starvation….’”
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Freedmen’s Bureau & Freedmen’s Bank Records

• lists and registers

• censuses

• affidavits and testimonies 
about problems and events

• hospital records

• trial summaries

• requests for help

• applications for land

• marriage certificates and 
other certificates

• “other documents”
Bureau censuses did not 

always use the same form; some 
show much more information than 
others.  Letters were transcribed 
into ledger books with notes about 
date, purpose, writer, and addressee.  
Some of these letters show—to our 
surprise—that whites could use the 
Bureau and the Army to press a claim 
against blacks.

Marriage Records
These are records of marriages from 
1861 through 1869 performed by 
the Union Army and later by Bureau 
field offices.  Unbound marriage 
certificates, marriage licenses, 
monthly reports of marriages, and 
other proofs of marriages have 
been preserved.  NARA says there 
are “hundreds” of these records.  
FamilySearch has a searchable 
collection of these records for about 
7,900 individuals, which includes 
images of the original records.

Adjutant General Records
These records come from the 
Freedmen’s Branch of the Office 
of the Adjutant General, covering 
the years from 1872 through 1878.  
According to NARA’s website, 
these records “contain valuable 
genealogical information on 
black soldiers and sailors found 

Simple Census.  Contains 11 columns of data for each person.  “Age” is either a “1” or blank.  
“Sex” is either a “1” or blank.

Complex Census.  Contains 29 columns of data for each person.
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Freedmen’s Bureau & Freedmen’s Bank Records

in documents and letters they submitted” regarding their 
collection of pay, pensions, and commutations of rations.  
The collection includes letters sent and letters received, lists 
of claimants, affidavits, hiring reports, and returns of public 
property.  These records should be used in conjunction with 
military service and pension records.  Preserved documents 
are from the field offices in Charleston, South Carolina; Fort 
Johnston, North Carolina; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Fort 
Macon, North Carolina; Fort Monroe, Virginia; Louisville, 
Kentucky; Memphis, Tennessee; Nashville, Tennessee; 
Natchez, Mississippi; New Orleans, Louisiana St. Louis, 
Missouri; Savannah, Georgia; and Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Microfilm Collections
All of the original records of the Freedmen’s Bureau are kept 
at the NARA facility in Washington, DC.  The Freedmen’s 
Bureau records have been microfilmed, but the titles of some 
reels suggest that filming is not yet complete.  In October 2014 
NARA counted the following numbers of reels:
 Headquarters 116
 States - Superintendents of Education 140
 States - Assistant Commissioners 443
 Field Offices 1,067
 Adjutant General      58
 Total 1,824

You can access a descriptive pamphlet, which includes 
an inventory of each reel, by clicking on the blue microfilm 

publication number link found on the “Freedmen’s Bureau, 
1865–1872” information page at NARA’s website.  You can 
order a printed descriptive pamphlet by calling 866-272-
6272.  The descriptive pamphlet can also be accessed from 
the NARA microfilm catalog entry for a particular microfilm 
publication.  The catalog entry also displays the NARA 
facilities where the film can be viewed.  Clicking on a facility 
link will bring up the physical location, phone number, and 
direct link to their website for additional details.  You can also 
search for a location by clicking “Our Locations” from most 
NARA website pages.

Different collections of microfilms related to the 
Freedmen’s Bureau contain different quantities of reels.  For 

Land Contract.  “In accordance with Major General Sherman’s 
Order, No. 15, permission is hereby granted to Richard Brown to 
take possession of and occupy forty acres of land, situated in St. 
Andrews Parish, Island of James and being a part of what was 
formerly known as Heyward’s Plantation.”

Marriage Certificate.  Shows names and exact birth dates of 
all this couple’s children.

Rations List.  Head of family, size of family, dates, pounds of bacon 
and corn issued.  An adult got 8 pounds of bacon and 56 pounds of 
corn for 30 days.
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example, the University of Virginia Library lists about half as 
many films as NARA.  FamilySearch lists 1,925 reels related to the 
Bureau, the Freedman’s Saving and Trust Company, and related 
subjects such as the United States Court of Claims Dockets.

To use the microfilm available through FamilySearch, 
you can visit the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, or 
order the film (for a fee) to view at a Family History Center 
near you.  Go to the “Find a Family History Center” page at 
the FamilySearch website and type a place name in the search 
box.  When you click an icon on the map, that center’s location, 
hours, and contact information will appear.  Search the catalog 
using the keyword phrase “Bureau of Refugees” or “Freedmen’s 
Bureau” without quotation marks.  Note that some of the 
microfilms contain information based on Freedmen’s records, 
rather than the records themselves.  An example is Genealogical 
and Historical Gleanings from the Freedmen’s Bureau Records, 
West Tennessee.  If you find a microfilm you want, you can have 
it sent to the Family History Center you choose, where you can 
use the film for 90 days for a small fee.  To learn more about 
ordering films, visit “Online Film Ordering” (you can also order 
films directly from this page).  A staff member will notify you 
once your film arrives at the Center.  

Online Collections
FamilySearch has several Freedmen’s Bureau records available 
as digital images through their Historical Records Collections.  
Tip:  You can type “freedmen” into the “Filter by collection 
name” box to display only Freedmen-related collections.  A 
list of FamilySearch’s online collections, with complete URLs, 
can be found on the next page.

Ancestry has the following collections of digital images:

• U.S., Freedmen Bureau Records of Field Offices, 
1863–1878 - While not searchable by name, the 
records are searchable by date and place.  You can 
also browse through the images manually.  Be 
sure to read the description of this collection to 
understand what is included.

• Freedmen’s Bureau Marriage Records 1815–1866 
[sic] - Currently, these images are not indexed and 
must be browsed manually.  

The Freedmen’s Bureau Online has links to some records 
from Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and the District of Columbia.  
The quantities, types, and thoroughness of records vary 
widely across states.  All their offerings are transcriptions, 
so they are easy to read and can be searched for any name 
or word or number.  The website also has links to a few 
independent websites.

School Stats.  Teacher’s Monthly Report shows numbers of students 
enrolled, average attendance, numbers of students over 18, and 
other statistics.

Vaccination List.  Women and children vaccinated and capable of 
working.
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Alabama, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 
1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333770

Arkansas, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 
1864–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2328125

Delaware, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records 
See Maryland below.

District of Columbia, Freedmen’s Bureau Field 
Office Records, 1863–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333782

Georgia, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 
1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2331267

Kentucky, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 
1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333771

Louisiana, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office 
Records, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333781

Maryland and Delaware, Freedmen’s Bureau Field 
Office Records, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1989156

Mississippi, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office 
Records, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333768

Mississippi, Freedmen’s Department (Pre-Bureau 
Records), 1863–1866 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2442776

Missouri, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 
1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333775

North Carolina, Freedmen’s Bureau Assistant 
Commissioner Records, 1862–1870  
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1803698

North Carolina, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office 
Records, 1863–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2143119

South Carolina, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office 
Records, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2127881

Tennessee, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office 
Records, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333777

Texas, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 
1865–1870 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1989155

Virginia, Freedmen’s Bureau Field Office Records, 
1865–1872* 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1596147

United States, Freedmen’s Branch Records, 1872–
1878 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2333780

United States, Freedmen’s Bureau Hospital and 
Medical Records, 1865–1872* 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2432992

United States, Freedmen’s Bureau Marriages, 1815–
1869 [sic]* 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1414908

United States, Freedmen’s Bureau, Records of the 
Assistant Commissioner, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2427901

United States, Freedmen’s Bureau, Records of the 
Commissioner, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2431126

United States, Freedmen’s Bureau, Records of the 
Superintendent of Education and of the Division of 
Education, 1865–1872 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/2427894

Freedmen’s Bureau Records Online at 
FamilySearch

Note:  Currently, only items marked with an asterisk (*) are searchable by name; search other datasets by browsing through 
the images.
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Finding Digitized Materials
The National Archives and Records Administration has 
agreements with several “digitization partners” who 
continually digitize and index NARA’s microfilms.  To see 
if a digital copy of a film exists, go to NARA’s “Microfilm 
Publications and Original Records Digitized by Our 
Digitization Partners” page and search for “freedmen” without 
quotation marks.  Clicking any listed item takes you to the 
partner’s search page for that material.  This list is updated as 
appropriate, so check back from time to time.

The Bank’s Records
The Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company was chartered by 
Congress early in 1865 for the benefit of ex-slaves.  Records 
often include considerable genealogical information because 
the bank wanted to protect the interests of depositors’ heirs 
in the event of a depositor’s death.  The bank closed in the 
middle of 1874 because of mismanagement, fraud, and effects 
of the nationwide bank panic of 1873.  The following online 
searchable collections containing digital images of bank 
records are available:

• United States, Freedmen’s Bank Records, 1865–1874 
(FamilySearch)

• Freedmen’s Bank Records, 1865–1871 (Ancestry)

Success Stories
In June 2015, 
FamilySearch Blog 
featured an article 
entitled “African 
Americans Share 
Stories of Finding 
Ancestors in Freedmen’s 
Bureau Records.”  In 
this article, three 
researchers describe 
their successes using 
the Freedmen’s Bureau 
Records.  Everybody 
should read these stories 
to get ideas about how 
to do research, what 
approaches to use, what 
works, and what doesn’t 
work.  Some stories 

explain how one clue led to another, and how seemingly 
irrelevant information led to significant discoveries.

As you use the records of the Freedmen’s Bureau and the 
Freedmen’s Bank, write down what you did so you can tell 
others what did and didn’t work for you.  Share your research 
stories by posting to social media or write an article for a 
genealogical or historical society publication.

Get Involved
The Freedmen’s Bureau Project is an effort bringing together 
volunteers to help index these valuable Freedmen’s records.  
Organized by FamilySearch, NARA, the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American History and Culture, the 
Afro American Historical and Genealogical Society, and the 
California 
African 
American 
Museum, the 
goal is to have 
the records 
fully indexed 
in time for the 
opening of the 
Smithsonian’s 

Mob Report.  “It is thought that the Negro, though free in theory, is 
practically held in a state of slavery, by the acts of these men.  If a 
Negro does anything, that offends these ‘Regulators’ as for instance 
ceases to work, differs with his employer, gives a social party, or 
does any acts considered wrong in Negroes, he is waited upon 
by an armed and disguised mob and shot, hung or unmercifully 
whipped, and so great is the terror inspired by these mobs, that 
the Freedmen do not report these acts to the Bureau Agents, for 
fear that vengeance will be visited upon them, and although many 
of the perpetrators of these acts are doubtless well known to their 
victims, the latter will not give information against them.”

Bank Depositor Card for Robert 
Roberts.  Names his wife, child, 
parents, and siblings.  Also gives 
extensive information about his 
wife and her former husband.
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National Museum of African American History and Culture 
in late 2016.  As of October 1, 2015 the project was 21percent 
complete.  A June 2015 article in the Salt Lake Tribune offers 
additional information about this project.

All indexing is done through FamilySearch’s indexing 
program.  The Freedmen’s Bureau Project’s website offers a 
tutorial about getting started, a link for volunteering, and a 
few other features.  You can also learn more about indexing by 
visiting “Get Started With Indexing” at FamilySearch’s website.  
For those who are already FamilySearch indexers, log in to 
the indexing software and download a batch of Freedmen’s 
records (they all begin with the prefix “US—Freedmen’s 
Bureau”).  Detailed instructions for indexing at home are 
available in an accompanying article in this issue (page 38).

You can also help by spreading the word about the project 
through social media.  Share a link to the project’s website via 
Facebook, Twitter, Google+, and other social media channels.

Ted Bainbridge has been a 
genealogical researcher, teacher, 
consultant, speaker, and writer since 
1969.  His genealogical and historical 
articles are published frequently by 
state and county societies.  Ted is 
listed in the Speaker’s Directory of 
his state genealogical society and is a 
past president of his local society.  This 
article is one result of his efforts to 
research Carter Burwell, a Virginia 

slave who served in the Confederate and Union armies.  Ted 
served as an army officer, taught math and science in public 
schools, was a chief financial officer in corporations, and taught 
accounting and financial management in universities.  You can 
contact him at ted.bainbridge@gmail.com.

• “The Freedmen’s Bureau, 1865–1872” (NARA) 
http://archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmens-
bureau

• “United States, Freedmen’s Bureau Marriages, 1815–1869 
[sic]” (FamilySearch) 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1414908

• NARA Microfilm Catalog 
http://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/start.swe?SWECmd 
=Start&SWEHo=eservices.archives.gov

• NARA Locations 
http://archives.gov/locations

• Family History Center Locations 
http://familysearch.org/locations

• FamilySearch 
http://familysearch.org

• FamilySearch Catalog 
http://familysearch.org/catalog-search

• “Online Film Ordering” (FamilySearch) 
http://familysearch.org/films

• FamilySearch Historical Records Collections 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/list

• Ancestry 
http://ancestry.com

• “Freedmen Bureau Records of Field Offices, 1863–1878” 
(Ancestry) 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1105

• “Freedmen’s Bureau Marriage Records 1815–1866 [sic]” 
(Ancestry) 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1231

• “Microfilm Publications and Original Records Digitized by 
Our Digitization Partners” (NARA) 
http://archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners.html

• “United States, Freedmen’s Bank Records, 1865–1874” 
(FamilySearch) 
http://familysearch.org/search/collection/1417695

• “Freedmen’s Bank Records, 1865–1871” (Ancestry) 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=8755

• FamilySearch Blog 
http://familysearch.org/blog

• “African Americans Share Stories of Finding Ancestors in 
Freedmen’s Bureau Records” 
http://familysearch.org/blog/en/african-americans-share-
stories-finding-ancestors-freedmens-bureau-records

• Freedmen’s Bureau Project 
http://discoverfreedmen.org

• “Mormons Head Up Effort to Make Available Records of 4 
Million Former Black Slaves” 
http://sltrib.com/home/2644224-155/mormons-head-up-
effort-to-make

• “Get Started With Indexing” (FamilySearch) 
http://familysearch.org/indexing/get-started-indexer

Links Mentioned in This Article

Connect

See next page for selected references.
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Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society 
http://aahgs.org 
The “premier organization of its kind in the world.”  Their 
website offers a large variety of high-quality materials and 
is an essential resource for genealogists from beginners to 
professionals.

Cyndi’s List 
http://cyndislist.com 
Collection of links to websites that have genealogical 
information or information that will help genealogical research 
efforts.  This resource now has over 333,000 links.  Near the 
top of the page, either click “Categories” or type something into 
the search box and click “Search.”  Searching for “freedmen’s 
bureau” without quotes creates a hit list of over twenty links.

African American Freedmen’s Bureau Records 
http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/African_American_
Freedmen’s_Bureau_Records 
FamilySearch wiki entry that provides the purpose and 
jurisdictions of the Bureau, types of records and their 
arrangement, holdings at NARA, film and fiche holdings at the 
Family History Library, references, other websites, and links.  
The last links on the page describe the following record sets 
and give advice about searching those records:  United States 
Freedmen’s Bureau Letters, United States Freedmen’s Bureau 
Marriages, and United States Freedman’s Bank Registers 
1865–1874.

African American Genealogy Records 
http://familysearch.org/african-american-genealogy 
Provided by FamilySearch, this is a gateway to information, 
tutorials, and data sets regarding African American genealogy 
research.  Great for beginners.

African American Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company 
Records 
http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/African_American_
Freedman’s_Savings_and_Trust_Company_Records 
FamilySearch wiki entry that describes the bank and its 
records, offers advice about using the records and other 
sources of information, and provides some useful links.  Use 
the index link near the top of the page to hunt someone.  An 
essential resource.

How Effective Were the Efforts of the Freedmen’s Bureau? 
http://docsteach.org/activities/28/detail 
An interactive educational module about the Bureau’s 
effectiveness, provided by the Foundation for the National 
Archives through The National Archives Experience: 
DocsTeach.

You Tube 
http://youtube.com 
Searching for the phrase “freedmen’s bureau” without quotation 
marks provides a hit list of over 1,000 videos that range from a 
couple of minutes to over 45 minutes.  Some videos talk about 
the Bureau and its work; others describe the historical setting 
before, during, and after Reconstruction.  A few videos deal 
specifically with Bureau records and how to access them.

Find A Grave 
http://findagrave.com 
More than 120 million grave records, searchable by name, with 
or without additional search criteria.  The site adds about 1.5 
million graves each month.

Black Studies: A Select Catalog of National Archives 
Microfilm Publications 
http://estore.archives.gov/ProductInfo/N-02-200011.aspx 
A National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
publication describing various records for African American 
research at the Archives.

Let No Man Put Asunder: Freedmen’s Bureau Marriage 
Records 
http://youtu.be/x0zrhCpBwps 
A 72-minute video provided by NARA as part of the “Know Your 
Records Lecture Series.”

The Freedmen’s Bureau 1865–1872 
http://archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmens-
bureau 
Reference page put together by NARA that includes 
background information, kinds of records and their contents, 
and accessing microfilms.  Links to NARA pamphlet, sample 
images, content of microfilms, and other resources.  Essential 
for beginners.

The Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company and African 
American Genealogical Research 
http://archives.gov/publications/prologue/1997/summer/
freedmans-savings-and-trust.html 
Article written by Reginald Washington for a special issue 
of Prologue (Summer 1997).  The article explains historical 
background, describes records that had been microfilmed by 
1997 and those that had not, tells stories of a few depositors, 
and mentions accessibility only very briefly.

WorldCat 
http://worldcat.org 
A unified catalog of over two billion items held by thousands of 
libraries.  If you can’t find something you want in a local library, 
search WorldCat.  If you find something interesting, take the 
publication information to a local library and ask someone to 
get it for you via “interlibrary loan.”

Freedmen’s Bureau 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedmen’s_Bureau 
Wikipedia entry that provides background information, 
functioning and achievements of the Bureau, 1866 reports for 
some southern states, very brief mention of microfilming and 
indexing projects, bibliography, and links.  Good background 
for beginners.

Selected References
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By Denise Barrett Olson

Build  
a Digital 
Library With 
Scribd

Are costs driving your society’s publishing efforts?  Would you like to move 
to color, but you just can’t afford it?  Do rising postage costs suck up most of 
your publishing budget?

What would you say if I told you that you could produce and distribute a high-
quality newsletter or journal—including full color photos, graphics, and functional 
hyperlinks—on a dime?  Would you be interested?

You can!  And, not only can you do that, but you can also generate revenue by 
offering your publications for sale with a worldwide reach.

Editor’s Note:  Although this 
article is written with societies 
in mind, the information 
provided is just as relevant to 
the individual family historian.
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Build a Digital Library With Scribd

Sample document on Scribd.

Even the smallest genealogical society can build an 
impressive library—if they build it digitally.  A digital library 
doesn’t require a building or book cases and it is always open.  
Access isn’t limited to local members either.  Distant members 
can browse the collections from anywhere. 

If you think all this is just too good to be true, you haven’t 
discovered Scribd. 

What Is Scribd?
Scribd (it rhymes with ribbed) is a digital library supporting 
both books and documents.  Scribd offers a subscription 
service—similar to Netflix—where members have unlimited 
access to a huge collection of e-books and audiobooks, 
ranging from bestsellers to the classics.  It also supports 
personal libraries where members can publish their own 
works.  Millions of publications and documents have been 
uploaded to Scribd from its member community.  It is this 
personal library service that gives us the platform for our 
society libraries.

Scribd offers individuals and organizations a free and 
easy-to-use facility to store and present digital publications.  
Your society can build a library and upload all sorts of 
publications—from monthly newsletters and activity flyers 
to back issues of quarterly journals and other research 
documents.  You can post selected publications for free access 
and offer others for sale as downloadable e-books.

What Can Scribd Do for Your Society?
Scribd provides a platform for all kinds of society 
publications.  These can include:

•	 promotional brochures for prospective members

•	 membership applications

•	 member handbook

•	 newsletters

•	 quarterly journals

•	 transcribed records

•	 research guides

•	 instruction sheets

•	 research forms

•	 member-submitted family histories

Scribd supports both public and private 
documents.  Public documents are visible to 
anyone and can also be embedded on web 

pages.  Site visitors can read the document online and even 
download a copy if you have allowed it.  Private documents 
can be read at Scribd or on one of Scribd’s free reader apps 
by people who have the direct link to that document.  You 
will need to e-mail that link to your membership or post 
it in a members-only area of the society’s web site.  Private 
documents can also be available for download if you choose.

Not only does Scribd give your society a facility to share 
your publications with members, it also provides a safe data 
archive should anything happen to the originals.

Things get really interesting once your 
society sets up an account in the Scribd 
Store.  Now you can make selected 
publications available for 
sale.  You upload 
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the publication and set the price.  Scribd handles the purchase, 
download, and customer service tasks for you.  They also 
provide instant sales data and a copyright protection system.  
There are no up-front costs but Scribd will take a 25 cent 
transaction fee and 20 percent commission from each sale.

This is a great way to generate revenue from past issues of 
your society’s quarterly journals.  Just upload the document 
file and set a price.  Publications posted for sale are set up in 
“preview” mode and you control what that preview includes.  
Making the table of contents part of each issue’s preview 
would tell potential buyers what that journal contains. 

Publishing Tools
No special tools are required to create documents for Scribd.  
They will accept files created in the following formats:

•	 Portable Document Format (PDF)
•	 Rich Text Format (RTF)
•	 Text (TXT)
•	 ePub
•	 Microsoft Word, Excel and 

PowerPoint
•	 Open Document files created in 

OpenOffice and LibreOffice

If your society uses specialized page 
layout software like Adobe InDesign, it can be 
converted to PDF before uploading. 

What about original documents 
and archived publications such as older 

quarterlies?  They can be scanned and saved as PDF files and 
then uploaded to Scribd. 

Getting Started
Before committing to Scribd for your society’s digital 
library, create a personal account and use it to get familiar 
with the platform.  Get others involved too.  New members 
automatically have 14 days of free access at Scribd’s 
subscription library too.  You’ll find a number of interesting 
genealogy-related titles there.  Scribd offers free reading 
apps for phone and tablets.  Try them out to get a feel for the 
reading experience they provide—both with published books 
and user-generated documents.

Every user has a profile page.  For personal accounts, this 
serves as your personal bookcase.  It can contain both books 
from the subscription service and the documents library.  
Scribd also has a social side, allowing members to connect 
with each other.  Your profile page is both your command 
center within Scribd and the place where others can find you 
and any documents you have published.  For the society, the 
profile is the display case for the publications you want to 
spotlight.  Getting comfortable with the profile page and how 
it operates will make it easier for you when you are ready to 
build your society’s account/profile on Scribd.

Creating A Society Account
On the Scribd home page, click the “Sign In” button at the top 
right corner of the page.  When the login panel appears, you’ll 
see “Not a member? Join today” at the bottom of the panel.  
Click “Join today.”  

Next you are offered the opportunity to join using a 
Facebook account or by entering a name, e-mail address, 
and password.  Choose the name/e-mail option.  Enter your 

Scribd profile page for Bucks County Genealogical Society.

When creating an account for 
your society, use the name/e-mail 
address option.

Don’t use your personal e-mail to create an 
account for your society.  Instead, use the 
society address for the position that will be 
responsible for the account.  For example, if 
the society librarian will maintain the digital 
library, use that title/address (MySociety 
Librarian / librarian@mysociety.org) for 
the account.  Now, when another member 
moves into the librarian position, all that is 
needed to transfer the account is a change 
of password.

Tip
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Only the details in the section titled 
“Profile Info” appear on your profile page.

position title in the “Name” field (example,  MySociety Librarian), the e-mail address, and a secure 
password, then click “Join Now.”

Before creating the account, you should read the General Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.  
I suggest you print copies and allow your board to review and approve them before you go 
further.  There are a number of copyright-related policies that are particularly important.

Building the Profile Page
Think of your Scribd profile page as the display window for your 
society’s online library.  It displays the publications you’ve uploaded 
and provides information about your society.

Building your society’s profile page is really quite easy.  When 
logged in at Scribd, you will see “Edit Theme” and “Edit Profile” 
buttons in your profile’s header.  Click “Edit Theme” to change the 
background color or image for the header.  

Click “Edit Profile” to 
update the information displayed 
in your profile.  Here you can 
build your society’s Scribd profile.  
Note:  Only the section titled “Profile 
Info” appears on your profile page.  
You can also upload your logo image to 
be included with the profile.  Make sure 
you include the link back to your 
society’s website.  Click “Save” when 
finished.

Posting Publications
Uploading a publication is easy.  
Begin by clicking the “Upload” 
button at the top of the Scribd 
screen and follow the instructions.  
Once you’ve selected the file to 
upload, Scribd will ask you to 
enter the title, description, and 
metadata information for your 
publication.  This information 
impacts its searchability—both 
inside Scribd and with web 
search engines.  This information 
can be updated at any time.

In the “Tell us more” panel 
you will notice a spot where you 
can set the price for a publication 
you wish to sell.  Just below it is 
the privacy setting where you 
can make a document private.  
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When you do that, 
only people who have 
the direct link to this 
publication can view 
it.  If you want to post 
your quarterly journals 
online for members 
to download, check 
the “Mark as private 
box,” click “Save & 
Continue” to view 
the next panel, and 
copy the direct link 
found there to send to 

your members.  If you have a members-only section on your 
society’s website, you can copy the embed code from the detail 
screen and paste it to a page on your site.  Members can read 
it online and/or download a copy using the link included in 
the embed.  Later you can edit the detail information for this 
document, adding a price and unchecking the private setting 
to make it available for anyone to purchase.

When dealing with paper-only members, you can still 
print and mail paper copies to them.  Better yet, use one of the 

print-on-demand services like Lulu to print and bind only the 
number of issues you order—again with no upfront costs.

Selling Publications
You’ve just seen how easy it is to set up publications for sale.  
Setting up your sellers account in the Scribd Store is almost as 
easy.  In the “Account” section of your user profile is a “Store 
Seller” section (this section will only be visible when you 
have a publication for sale).  This is where you enter contact 
information about your society and details on how payments 
will be made.  You can choose to receive payments by check 
or PayPal.  Here you will also find the “Earnings” section 
where you track sales, refunds, and earnings.  Your earnings 
information can also be exported to a spreadsheet. 

I have been a Scribd member since 2008, a seller since 
2011, and a library subscriber for a year.  I have published 
more than 50 documents at Scribd with one currently for sale.  
The service is easy to use and the company is very responsive.  
Take a look for yourself and see what Scribd can do for your 
society.  I think you will be pleasantly surprised.

Denise Barrett Olson is a native 
Floridian with family ties from Texas 
to Virginia.  She is an Air Force veteran 
and Army wife, now retired after 
working more than 40 years in the 
information technology field.  Today 
her focus is on her family’s history.  She 
teaches genealogy workshops, speaks 
at area societies, and shares her family 
stories at Moultrie Creek (http://
moultriecreek.us), her personal blog.  

Her Moultrie Creek Gazette (http://moultriecreek.us/gazette) 
blog is focused on research technology and digital storytelling.

Connect

Once you upload a document, you are able to fill in the 
details and set selling and privacy options.

• Scribd 
http://scribd.com

• Scribd General Terms of Use 
http://support.scribd.com/forums/33939/entries/25459

• Scribd Privacy Policy 
http://support.scribd.com/forums/33939/entries/25580

• Lulu 
http://lulu.com

Links Mentioned in This Article

Take a look for yourself and see what 
Scribd can do for your society. 
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By Thomas MacEntee

Join Us for the FGS 2016 Conference
Time Travel: Centuries of Memories

For its 40th anniversary, the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies returns to Illinois for its 2016 annual 
conference, as it did back in 2011.  Springfield, the 

state capital and the historical home of Abraham Lincoln, 
will host thousands of genealogists and genealogical society 
members for Time Travel: Centuries of Memories, August 31 to 
September 3, 2016.

If you have attended an FGS conference, you know 
the excitement of not only learning from many of the top 
genealogy speakers in the country, but also networking and 
socializing with fellow family historians in a congenial setting.

The local host for FGS 2016 is the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society (ISGS), founded in 1968 and based 
in Springfield.  FGS National Conference Chairs and ISGS 
members Janice Fritsch and Susie Pope will be assisted by FGS 
and ISGS members and many others in providing a unique 
and exceptional educational experience for every genealogist.

The Conference
At FGS 2016, Time Travel: Centuries of Memories, four great 
days of genealogy and family history will take place Wednesday, 
August 31 through Saturday, September 3, 2016.  During 
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this time you’ll be able to attend educational presentations, 
network with other genealogists, stock up on genealogy books 
and supplies in the exhibit hall, share a meal with new friends, 
attend special events, and perhaps even get some sleep! 

The conference committee has worked hard to put 
together a program relating to our Time Travel: Centuries 
of Memories theme.  Lecture topics for FGS 2016 include 
military, migration, ethnic origins, Great Britain and the 
former British Empire, occupations, religions, genetics, and 
skillbuilding.  As with past FGS conferences, there will also 
be multiple luncheons each day with time for networking 
followed by a featured educational and entertaining speaker. 

Related Activities

• Focus on Societies - In addition to lectures on a wide 
variety of genealogical topics, the conference will 
feature Focus on Societies, a day dedicated to providing 
information for leaders and members of genealogical 
societies interested in managing and developing their 
organizations in the twenty-first century.

• Librarians Day - This day is designed for librarians 
who work with family historians or genealogy 
reference materials in both public and private 
libraries, archives, and historical societies. 

Travel
Established in 1819, Springfield became the state capital in 
1837 with the help of a young lawyer and politician named 
Abraham Lincoln.  The sixth largest city in Illinois, it is also 
the county seat for Sangamon County and is located at the 
intersections of Interstates 55 and 72.

While our ancestors may have come to or passed through 
Illinois by covered wagon or on foot, other more up-to-date 
modes of transportation are available to get to the Prairie State:

• Planes - Springfield is easily accessible by air via 
the Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport, as well as the 
Lambert-St. Louis Airport, which is only 100 miles 
away.

• Trains - Amtrak has daily trains from both Chicago 
and St. Louis that serve Springfield.  The train station 
is conveniently located five blocks from the host 
hotels and convention center.

• Automobiles - For those traveling by car, Chicago 
lies 200 miles northeast of Springfield.  St. Louis and 
Indianapolis lie 100 miles southwest and 195 miles 
due east, respectively.  And don’t forget…historic 
Route 66 goes right through Springfield!

The Venue & Hotels
Downtown Springfield, filled with restaurants, shops, and 
historic sites, will serve as the base of all FGS 2016 activities.  
And the conference venue is just a quick walk to the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.

Located at 1 Convention Center Plaza in downtown 
Springfield, the Prairie Capital Convention Center will host 
conference lectures and special events, as well as house an 
exhibit hall filled with genealogical and historical vendors 
from across the United States.

Formerly known as the Abraham Lincoln Hotel, the 
President Abraham Lincoln Springfield (a DoubleTree hotel 
by Hilton) is connected to the Prairie Capital Convention 
Center, the location of FGS 2016!  Located at 701 East Adams 
Street in Springfield, hotel guests can ride the complimentary 
shuttle to and from nearby AMTRAK and the Abraham 
Lincoln Capital Airport.  The conference rate is $129/night, 
available from August 30 to September 4, 2016.  Reserve 
your room by August 3, 2016 to receive the discounted rate.  
Phone: 217-544-8800.
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The Wyndham Springfield City Centre (formerly Hilton 
Springfield), located at 700 East Adams Street, is across 
the street from the Prairie Capital Convention Center in 
downtown Springfield.  Each room in the hotel features a 
panoramic view of the city of Springfield.  The conference 
rate is $129/night, available from August 27 to September 6, 
2016.  Reserve your room by August 6, 2016 to receive the 
discounted rate.  Phone:  217-789-1530.

For additional information about the host hotels, visit 
the conference website.  From here, you can also find links 
to reserve your room online.  When making a reservation 
by phone, be sure to tell the reservation agent that you are 
attending the FGS conference and ask for the conference rate.  
Rooms at the host hotels tend go fast, so don’t delay!

Research Opportunities
While attending Time Travel: Centuries of Memories there will 
be opportunities to research your ancestors who may have 
passed through the Prairie State on their way to points West 
or perhaps even settled in Illinois.

The Illinois State Archives contains more than 53,000 
cubic feet of state governmental records including records 
relating to the Illinois territory, military service records, vital 
records, and land sale records.  The collection is housed in the 
Margaret Cross Norton Building, Capitol Complex, off West 
Edwards Street in Springfield.  Phone:  217-782-4682.

Just a short walk from the conference site, the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library houses a collection of more than 
12 million items of Illinois history.  Across the street from the 
library, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum combines 
scholarship and showmanship to communicate the amazing 
life and times of Abraham Lincoln.

Library 
112 North Sixth Street 
Springfield, IL 62701 
217-558-8844

Museum 
212 North Sixth Street 
Springfield, IL 62701 
217-782-5764

In future FORUM issues and on the FGS Voice Blog, we 
will reveal more places to conduct family history research in 
the Springfield, Illinois, area.

Fun for the Family Too!
And for those genealogy “widowers and widows,” as well as 
friends and family who don’t always share your passion for 
family history, there are plenty of places to discover including:

• Lincoln Home National Historic Site

• Lincoln Family Pew, First Presbyterian Church

President Abraham Lincoln Springfield (DoubleTree) Wyndham Springfield City Centre
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• Lincoln Law Offices

• Historic Homes of Springfield

• Air Combat Museum

• Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War Museum

• Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Museum

• Korean War National Museum

In addition, there are numerous guided and self-
guided tours of downtown Historic Springfield.  Learn 
more about Springfield, the State of Illinois, and area 
tourism at these websites:

• Visit Springfield, Illinois

• City of Springfield, Illinois

• Enjoy Illinois

Stay Informed
Between now and August 2016, FGS will make certain that 
FGS members and conference attendees have the most up-
to-date information about the FGS 2016 conference available 
through various channels:

• Visit the conference website, which serves as the hub for 
conference logistics, including the complete program, 
registration, exhibit hall, special events and activities, 
and lodging.  The website will be updated frequently as 
details become available, so check back often.

• Check out the FGS Voice Blog, which covers a wide 
range of conference news and updates including details 
on special events, speakers, lectures, vendors, exhibitors, 
luncheons, banquet, parking, travel, and research.

• Look for more conference articles in future issues 
of FORUM.

You will not want to miss the FGS 2016 Conference as we 
explore Time Travel: Centuries of Memories.

After a twenty-five year career in the 
information technology field, genealogy 
professional Thomas MacEntee started 
his own business, High Definition 
Genealogy (http://hidefgen.com) and 
created an online community of over 
3,000 family history bloggers known as 
GeneaBloggers (http://geneabloggers.
com).  Thomas is the national publicity 
chair for the FGS 2016 Conference.

• Federation of Genealogical Societies 
http://fgs.org

• Illinois State Genealogical Society 
http://ilgensoc.org

• Prairie Capital Convention Center 
http://springfieldpccc.com

• FGS 2016 Conference Website 
http://fgsconference.org

• Illinois State Archives 
http://cyberdriveillinois.com/
departments/archives

• Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
http://illinois.gov/alplm/library

• Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum 
http://illinois.gov/alplm

• FGS VoiceBlog 
http://voice.fgs.org

• Visit Springfield, Illinois 
http://visitspringfieldillinois.com

• City of Springfield, Illinois 
http://springfield.il.us

• Enjoy Illinois 
http://enjoyillinois.com

Links Mentioned in This Article

Connect
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Is your society trying to encourage the writing of family 
stories by your members?  Perhaps you even have some 
active writer’s groups?  Or, is your society talking about 

writing, more than actually supporting it?  If you answered 
“yes” to any of the previous questions, your society should 
consider sponsoring a family history writing contest as a way 
of encouraging genealogists to write their own family stories.  

A family history writing contest is not hard to organize 
and conduct, but it does take some organizational skills.  Let’s 
look at the steps to a successful outcome.

Goals
Your society should first define what would be a successful 
contest.  Said a different way—what does your society 
wish to accomplish by having a writing contest?  Increased 
membership?  Encouragement of family history writing?  
Obtaining content for printed publications?  All are 
reasonable goals, but each might lead to somewhat different 
contest rules—rules need to be written in a way that reward 
those submissions that help the society attain their goals.  
These goals should also be consistent with the mission and 
values of the society and usually should be approved by the 
society’s leadership.

Process
Once the goals are set and you have received leadership’s 
approval to conduct the contest, the next step is drafting the 
rules.  The Southern California Genealogical Society (SCGS) 
posts the rules for their GENii Family History Writing 
Contest on their website and graciously allowed the Seattle 
Genealogical Society (SGS), my home society, to use their 
contest and its materials as a template.1

Here are a few of the many questions you will need to answer:

1. Will you charge an entry fee?  If your goal is to 
encourage participation, then perhaps you charge 
no fee; but if your intent is to increase membership 
perhaps you charge no entry fee for members but a 
small fee for non-members.

2. Do you want participation in the contest to be a 
benefit of membership?  Then perhaps only members 
of your society should be able to enter.

3. Will you accept previously published stories?  If 
allowed, you or the submitter will have to obtain 

Considerations  for 
Conducting a Family   
History  Writing 
Contest
By Jill Morelli
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Family history writing  
is an opportunity for  

members to tell  
their own stories.

permission from the organization that previously 
published the article.  If you will accept previously 
published work, would you accept something that has 
been published in the last year?  Would you accept 
something that was published in your own publication 
even if ten years ago?  For the purposes of this contest, 
is posting to a blog considered publication?

4. You will need to define the type of articles you desire.  
What separates a family history story from other 
types of writing?  Are there types of articles that you 
would not accept, for example “how-to” articles or 
technology topics?  

5. Will your contest have a theme, such as “stories of 
our fathers” or “summertime tales” or narrow the 
focus to a single geographic area or an ethnic group?  
Or will any family history story be okay?

6. Will you have prize categories based on length of 
story, for example, stories less than 1,000 words will be 

in one category 
and those over 
1,000 will be 
in another 
category?  Or, 
do you want 
all submissions 
to be of a set 
length, for 
example, no 
more than 2,000 
words?

7. What criteria will differentiate a winner from other 
submissions?  Stating the criteria in the contest rules 
makes it easier when judging the submissions.

8. What prizes will you give?  Monetary or membership 
or both?  Will you give out a certificate?  How many 
prizes will you award?

9. Will you publish the winners only or would your 
society select some of the submissions for publication 
even if not winners of a prize?  

Whatever rules you write make sure your society has full 
flexibility to stop the contest, to not award prizes, and to not 
publish a submission even if it is awarded a prize.  It is also 
important to state in writing that the judge’s decisions are final.

To get additional ideas for your society’s contest, check 
out the rules and forms used by other societies for their 
writing contests (see sidebar, next page).  You can also contact 
me at jkmorelli@gmail.com to obtain a copy of the rules and 
form I used for the Seattle Genealogical Society’s 2015 contest.

Marketing the Contest
Developing a contest takes effort and organization, but you 
need to have submissions.  To have submissions you need to 
market your contest to those who are eligible to submit.  An 
announcement in your society’s publications is appropriate.  
You may also want to include the other ways your society 
communicates with its members and interested others.  These 
means may include social media, such as Facebook and 
Twitter; electronic newsletters; or even an advertisement in 
a local newspaper.  Perhaps a poster could be distributed to 
other societies in the area or even local businesses, especially 
if you included a broad acceptance policy of articles from 
non-members.  Each of these communication tools should 
drive the reader to your website where they can find the 
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Family History Writing Contests
Following is a list of popular family history writing 
contests sponsored by various genealogical societies.  
Explore how other societies run their writing contests to 
draw inspiration for your society’s own contest.

Connecticut Society of Genealogists 
http://csginc.org 
Tell Your Family Story Essay Contest 
Do not have to be a member; entries must relate to 
New England.

Dallas Genealogical Society 
http://dallasgenealogy.org 
DGS Writing Contest  
Do not have to be a member; entries do not necessarily 
have to relate to the Dallas area.

International Society of Family History Writers and 
Editors 
http://isfhwe.org 
Excellence-in-Writing Competition 
Do not have to be a member; various categories for 
published and unpublished works.

Massachusetts Society of Genealogists 
http://massachusettssocietyofgenealogists.org 
MSOG Writing Contest 
MSOG members only; entries do not necessarily have to 
relate to Massachusetts; biennial contest (even years).

National Genealogical Society 
http://ngsgenealogy.org 
Family History Writing Contest 
NGS members only; 3–4 generation family history.

Ohio Genealogical Society 
http://ogs.org 
OGS Writing Competition 
Do not have to be a member; entries must fit the criteria 
of OGS quarterly or newsletter.

Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
http://okgensoc.org 
Family History Writing Contest 
Do not have to be a member; entries must be less than 
2,500 words.

Ontario Genealogical Society 
http://ogs.on.ca 
Keffer Writing Contest 
OGS members only; entries must relate to Canada or 
Ontario.

Southern California Genealogical Society 
http://scgsgenealogy.com 
GENEii Writing Contest 
Do not have to be a member; entries do not necessarily 
have to relate to California.

—Julie Cahill Tarr

contest rules and submission form.  Take every opportunity 
at the society’s traditional events to announce that you 
are accepting stories for the contest and where interested 
submitters can obtain more information about the contest.

Many family history writers define (incorrectly) 
genealogical writing as that of the National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly or other such scholarly journals.  The style 
of family history writing is an opportunity for more members 
to tell their own stories, which typically have fewer citations.  
Because family history writing can be more contemporary, 
don’t be surprised if you receive a larger than expected 
number of submissions. 

Judging
The inclusion of the criteria for successful entries in the 
contest rules will make the development of the rating sheet 
for the judges easier and keep the rating sheet in alignment 
with the goals of the contest for the society.  Multiple judges, 
using the same rating sheet, should review each submission.  
Judges (about 3–5) need to be identified in advance and then 
given a reasonable amount of time to review the submissions.  
Judges should read the rules of the contest before reading the 
submissions.  Each judge will filter each submission through 
their own experience, but the rating sheet will standardize 
the output.
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Compile the results of all of the judges. Two conditions 
may arise:

1. You might find you need to leave the final decision 
of the winners to the leadership of the society.  SCGS 
has a discretionary 10 points that is allocated to 
resolve ties and other anomalies.  SGS’s rules stated 
that after the judging had occurred, the executive 
committee determined the ultimate winners.

2. You may also identify submissions that you wish to 
publish but are not winners.  Is this allowed by your 
rules?  If so, the judging form should include a space 
for the judges to identify those submissions worthy 
of publication but are not in their top prize winning 
category.

Announcement & Publication
If your goal was to get genealogists writing and publishing 
their family histories then your society will want to publish 
their work.  

But first, you need to announce the winners and notify 
the non-prize winners.  For the winners, the prize might 
be monetary, a certificate, and/or a free membership in 
the society.  The non-winners need to be informed of 
the results by an e-mail or letter, thanking them for their 
submission.  This is also the time you should inform them if 
their submission was selected to be published even though 
it wasn’t awarded a prize.  It is possible that a submitter may 
challenge the decision of the judges.  It is recommended that 
the response rely on the rules of the contest and state that the 
decision of the judges was final.  

Publication can be in many formats depending on 
the methods your society uses, for example, print, blog, 
Facebook page, the society’s website, or other methods your 
membership has come to expect.  You need to decide whether 
to spread out publication of the submissions over time or 
publish them in a single document.  SCGS publishes the 
winners in their quarterly publication, The Searcher.  SGS 
published the winners and select others in a single themed 
issue of their biennial SGS Bulletin.

Don’t forget that the contest and the winners may be 
newsworthy and consider submitting a press release to 
regional publications in the area.

If the goals stated at the onset of the contest were 
achieved, then the society is a “winner.”  And, there really 
are no “losers,” as each submitter will have one family story 
written that wasn’t written before.

A family history writing contest is a fun event that reaches 
out to active members and non-members alike, engaging 
them in writing a story they know they should write, one they 
want to write, and which might get some recognition for them 
through publication.  It’s just another way to illustrate that 
every day is a good day for genealogy.  Good luck!

Notes
1.  Permission to post the link to the SCGS contest rules and the 

society’s willingness to encourage other family history writing contests 
has been obtained from the coordinator of the contest.  Courtesy 
demands that should you wish to use these materials as a guide that you 
make your own request to the SCGS contest coordinator.

Jill Morelli ran the first Family 
History Writing contest for the Seattle 
Genealogical Society in 2015. Jill 
started her genealogical journey when 
she realized that she did not know the 
name of her maternal grandmother—
thirty-plus years later she continues to 
“shine the light” on the women of the 
past in her writing, her research, and 
presentations.  She lectures across the 
nation on a variety of topics and is 

presently advancing her knowledge in the area of Swedish record 
sets and the history of genealogy.  Jill belongs to the Association 
of Professional Genealogists, the Genealogical Speakers Guild, 
and numerous local, regional, and national societies.  She has 
served in many volunteer positions, including conference chair 
three times for the Ostfriesen Genealogical Society of America.  
She is presently “on the clock.”

• GENii Family History Writing Contest 
http://scgsgenealogy.com/geneii

Links Mentioned in This Article

Connect
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By Deena Coutant

FGS Experiences 
New Frontiers in 

Genealogical Cruising 
to Alaska

Sawyer Glacier at Tracy Arm Fjord.
Photo © 2015 Judy G. Russell
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In the spring of 2014 when the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies decided to experiment with combining cruising 
with a genealogy conference, no one was sure if the idea 

would float.  Fast forward to the fall of 2015, and the maiden 
voyage was a smooth-sailing success!

On August 28, 2015, a group of 117 genealogists and their 
“first mate” traveling partners boarded Royal Caribbean’s 
Jewel of the Seas in the port of Seattle to set sail on an eight-
day Alaskan cruise.  Many attendees arrived a day early to 
spend time in the Emerald City before departure.  Hotel 
accommodations and bus transport to the pier had been 
arranged to ensure the embarkation process was stress-free.

Attendees staying at the pre-cruise hotel picked up 
their badges, syllabus materials, and goodie bags from the 

cruise committee there.  Everyone else checked in onboard 
before sail away.  As Seattle faded in the distance, the first 
evening onboard opened with a social event where the 
cruise-goers could get to know each other.  Many of the 
attendees won amazing door prizes from the generous 
cruise sponsors and donors. 

The first full day at sea was devoted to education.  Cruise 
Committee Chair Pat Oxley kicked off the conference in the 
plush Coral Theater, followed by speaker Judy G. Russell, 
who lectured on how DNA has opened new avenues to solve 
genealogical brick walls, as well as how to use court records 
effectively.

Breakfasts and lunches on the cruise were casual, with 
most attendees filling their plates at the buffet in the 

Top:  FGS cruisers staying at the pre-cruise hotel picked up their badges and packets the night before sailing.  The Space Needle and 
Seattle skyline provided the sail away view.  Two days later, Jewel of the Seas arrived in Juneau.  Bottom:  Mendanhall Glacier in 
Juneau and the Gold Rush Cemetery in Skagway were two sights many FGS cruisers visited in Alaska.

White Pass Train, Skagway, Alaska.
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Windjammer Café, or ordering room service.  Between 
conference sessions, a quick pastry or coffee at the onboard 
Starbucks kept everyone energized.

Speaker Elizabeth Shown Mills delivered several 
case studies focusing on sound research methodology, 
including how to flesh out details on female ancestors or 
differentiate common-named ancestors from other same-
named individuals.  Speaker D. Joshua Taylor challenged 
attendees to use online technology, as well as the resources 
available at genealogical and historical societies.  Cruise 
Program and Publications Coordinator and speaker David 

Rencher enlightened attendees on how to locate the origins 
of Irish ancestors, whether they were rural or urban dwellers.  
Cruise Social Coordinator Cherie Bush even delivered an 
introduction to genealogy class for beginners or the first 
mates who were curious about the genealogical obsession.

The first port of call was Juneau, Alaska, which is only 
accessible via sea or air.  Many attendees participated in the 
FGS private bus tour of the city and trip to the Mendenhall 
Glacier visitor center.  Seafood lovers were fortunate to be in 
Juneau while the salmon were running the streams to spawn, 
and may have also feasted on fresh crab legs near the dock.  

FGS cruisers on the last day of sessions. Jewel of the Seas docked in Victoria, British Columbia. 

JPhoto provided by Joseph Grossman.
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Others may have enjoyed whale-watching tours, 
kayaking, or riding the Mount Rogers Tramway to a scenic 
overlook above the city.

The second port was the Klondike gold-rush town of 
Skagway, a quaint little town that only has about 700 year-
round residents.  Another private bus tour was available for 
FGS attendees, which included a stop at the historic Gold 
Rush Cemetery, with wooden markers recording the burials 
of miners, children, and outlaws; private buses then took a 
scenic tour up to White Pass Summit, nearly to the Canadian 
border.  Others may have ridden the White Pass & Yukon 
Route Railway to the summit or taken an aerial tour in a 
water plane.

The fifth day onboard began with an early morning sail 
into the Tracy Arm Fjord, where the Sawyer Glacier cascades 
into the sea.  Aqua blue icebergs peacefully drifted by, some 
with napping sea lions lazily watching the enormous cruise 
ship sail past their otherwise secluded environment.  The 
afternoon held more conference sessions once the ship was 
back at sea, with breaching whales being spotted numerous 
times by attendees during breaks on the decks.

Dinners in the Tides Dining Room ranged from casual 
to formal and offered the cruisers multi-course dining and 
delectable desserts.  The FGS group had a private section of 
the dining room where attendees could rotate among different 
tables each night to meet more genealogy buddies and enjoy 
great conversation.  The featured cruise speakers also hosted 
dinner tables several nights, where attendees were able to 
get to know them in a casual environment.  A number of 
attendees also won private consultations with the speakers to 
receive customized research advice.

The ship provided many other onboard activities that 
were enjoyed outside of the conference hours, including a 
spa, casino, karaoke lounge, putt-putt golf course, art auction, 
numerous shopping opportunities, Broadway-style shows 
each evening, and many different drink bars providing a 
variety of daily libations.  As if all of this wasn’t enough, the 
cruise committee hosted game nights in the conference center 
for those who liked to try their luck at cards.

The final port of call was Victoria, British Columbia.  
Excursions included trips to the lush Butchart Gardens, high 
tea at the Empress Hotel, whale watching, or the ability to 

Harbor seals relaxing in Tracy Arm Fjord.
Photo © 2015 Judy G. Russell
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hop-on-hop-off the bus at a variety of tourist destinations.  A 
beautiful sunset capped the last evening onboard before the 
ship arrived back in Seattle the next morning.

The 2015 FGS cruise conference was a huge success, with 
top-notch genealogical education, exciting tours, up-close 
nature experiences in the pristine Alaskan landscape, luxurious 
accommodations, and many new friendships being forged 
among the genealogists and first mates who embarked on this 
incredible journey.

Deena Coutant served as the 2015 
cruise committee publicity chair.  
She is an author, frequent speaker, 
and genealogist who operates two 
family heritage businesses.  She 
lives in Colorado and serves on 
various genealogical society boards 
in roles related to education and 
communication.

FGS gives a special thanks to these 
cruise sponsors.

Ancestry.com  
Barb’s Branches

Elizabeth Shown Mills 
Family ChartMasters 

FamilySearch  
Family Tree Magazine 

Findmypast 
Fold3  

Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS)  
Judy G. Russell  

Legacy Family Tree 
Moorshead Publishing 

MyHeritage
National Institute for Genealogical Studies 

RootsMagic  
Salt Lake Plaza Hotel 

Thomas MacEntee 
Zap the Grandma Gap

Click to visit their websites.

See these photos and more at 
Google Photos – FGS 2015 Cruise..

Click here or on photos.
Unless otherwise identified, photos were provided by Linda McCauley. 

Connect
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By Ted  Bainbridge, PhD

How to  
Index Genealogical 
Records at Home

FamilySearch has partnered with several other 
prestigious organizations to launch a major worldwide 
project that intends to index an unlimited number of 

genealogical records of every type, from every time period, 
from every country, in every language and alphabet.  The 
effort will use a very large number of volunteers, each of 
whom will index as many or as few records as he or she 
desires.  You can participate in this project from your home 
computer.  Here’s how.

Get  the  Software

1. Go to the FamilySearch website at http://familysearch.org.

2. On the menu bar choose “Indexing,” then “Get Started.”

3. Click “Download” to download the indexing program.

4. Minimize the current window.

5. Double click “Indexing_macros.dmg” then “FamilySearch 
Indexing Installer.app.”

6. Respond to each item in the dialog box as appropriate.  At 
the last step, uncheck “Run FamilySearch Indexing,” then 
choose “Finish.”

7. Close all windows and dialog boxes remaining from the 
installation, eject any installation drives that remain, and 
trash the installation’s “.dmg” file.

Sign  Up

1. Double click the “Family Search Indexing” icon.

2. Select “Register for a New Account.”

3. Respond to every item and write down your responses 
for later reference.  (One item requires you to create a 
unique name, which the program compares to names of 
all existing volunteers.  Wait for the program to accept or 
reject your suggestion before going on to the next item.)

4. Click “Create an Account,” then “OK, I’m done.”

5. Sign in to the e-mail account you specified, open the message 
from FamilySearch, then click “Complete Registration.”

6. Close the “Thank You” screen, exit your e-mail program, 
then close your internet program.

First  Access

1. On your desktop double click the “Family Search 
Indexing” icon.
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How to Index Genealogical Records at Home

2. Type the user name and password you created during 
indexing signup, then click “OK.”

3. Respond to each item in the dialog boxes as appropriate.
4. Play the video as many times as you want.
5. After you finish with the video, select any option 

displayed or close the current window.
6. Now you see the indexing program’s first screen.  Proceed!

Later  Accesses
1. Double click the “Family Search Indexing” icon.
2. Type your user name and password then click “OK.”
3. Choose “Next Tip” or “Close” as you wish.
4. Now you see the indexing program’s first screen.  Proceed!

Using  the  Program

Prepare
1. At the upper left of the screen click “Download Batch,” 

then “Show all projects.”
2. Select an item from the list, read the message box, then 

close that box.
3. The top part of your screen will show an image of a 

document page.  The bottom left of the screen will show 

the data entry area.  If you click on any data box, the 
bottom right of the screen will show instructions for 
entering that kind of data.  See figure 1.

4. At the left of the data entry area, click “Header Data.”
5. If the document is legible, set “001” to “Normal.”  Repeat 

for each numbered line.
6. Select “Table Entry.”

Type

1. Click the first data box in the first row.
2. Search the document for that fact and type it in according 

to the field instructions in the bottom right panel of the 
screen.

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2 for every data box in that row.  
•	 If you don’t have data to type into a box that is not 

labeled as a required field, click the next box to the 
right or press the “Tab” key.

•	 If you don’t have data for a required field, hold down 
the “control” or “CTRL” key, type the “b” key once, 
and release the “control” or “CTRL” key.

•	 If a box turns red, proofread what you typed and fix 
any errors.  If what you typed is correct, move on to 

Figure 1.  Screen capture of indexing program.  Top panel shows the document to be indexed, bottom-left panel 
shows data entry boxes, and bottom-right panel shows instructions for the data box currently highlighted.
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How to Index Genealogical Records at Home

the next step.  The program will deal with those red 
boxes later.

4. When you have completed a row of data, move the slider 
at the bottom left of the screen all the way to the left.

5. Answer the question about adding records for the image.  
(Each row of data you type is a “record.”)  If you want to 
add another index line:  choose “Tools” in the top menu 
bar, choose “Records per image,” change the count, then 
click “OK.”

6. When you have completed a row of data for each person 
on that page of the document image, click “02-01” to see 
the second page of the document, then repeat the data 
entry process as above.  (If more lines are needed on 
any page, increase the counter for records per image as 
above.)

7. When you have completed page 2 of the document 
image, click “03-01” to see the third page, then repeat the 
data entry steps as above.  Repeat for every page of the 
document.  

Submit

1. When you are done with every page of the document 
image, click inside the bottom-right field box.

2. Press the “Tab” key, then click “OK.”

3. Click “Return to first page” in the top menu bar, then 
“Submit batch,” then “OK.”

4. For each red box, proofread what you typed and fix any 
errors (if you did not do so above), then click “Accept.”

5. For each red blank line, click “Tools” then change the 
number of records to the correct number.

6. The final “Accept” creates a dialog box about submitting 
your data.  Click “Yes,” then “OK,” then “File,” then “Exit.”

Done
You have indexed a “batch” and sent your results to the central 
processing office.  There, your results will be compared to 
those of a second person who has completed the same batch.  
If the two sets of data are identical, that information will be 
added to the database.  If the sets of data don’t match, a third 
person will decide which facts are correct and adjust the data 
appropriately.  Then the corrected data will be added to the 
database of those documents.

Ted Bainbridge has been a 
genealogical researcher, teacher, 
consultant, speaker, and writer since 
1969.  His genealogical and historical 
articles are published frequently by 
state and county societies.  Ted is 
listed in the Speaker’s Directory of 
his state genealogical society and is a 
past president of his local society.  Ted 
served as an army officer, taught math 
and science in public schools, was a 

chief financial officer in corporations, and taught accounting 
and financial management in universities.  You can contact him 
at ted.bainbridge@gmail.com.

Connect
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Spotlight on Member Projects

Surname Project, Webinars, 
‘Human Scanners’ & More
By Caroline Pointer

A genealogist and businesswoman for over ten years, Caroline Pointer presently serves as the vice-
president of membership for FGS and chairs the Membership, Marketing, and Reviews Committees.  
Caroline lives in Texas, where she also serves as the director for communications for Texas State 
Genealogical Society and is managing editor of the TSGS quarterly publication STIRPES.  Caroline 
also created and maintains the popular blog 4YourFamilyStory.com,where she brings technology and 
genealogy together for her readers.

Member societies, if you have a records preservation project you are currently working on, new databases you have added to your 
website, new member benefits you are offering, or any recent collaborations that you would like to see listed here, please send all 
information to membership@fgs.org.  Member societies can also submit their upcoming events, including webinars, to calendar@fgs.
org for inclusion in the FGS Upcoming Events Calendar.

Connect

The holidays are just around 
the corner and genealogical 
societies, historical societies, 

family associations, libraries, and 
archives are keeping busy with 
preservation projects, fundraising 
activities for those projects, 
and outreach programs in their 
communities.  Read all about various 
projects FGS member societies are 
currently working on, projects they 
need volunteers for, and recent 
databases added to their websites.  A 
listing of submitted upcoming member 
society events can be found on the FGS 
Upcoming Events Calendar. 

The Illinois State Genealogical 
Society (ISGS) has released 

the lineup for their free 2016 Webinar 
Series, which is made possible by their 
donors and FamilySearch.  With a wide 
range of expert speakers and topics, 
there is plenty for family historians to 

choose from to help get their education 
plans squared away for 2016.  Interested 
attendees can even register for most of 
the webinars right now.

 From coroner’s inquest records 
to school records, you never 

know in which record you might 
find your ancestors.  And 
the Indiana Genealogical 
Society (IGS) goes to 
great lengths to index all 
kinds of records with 
genealogical value to 
make them available 
to their members.  
Recently, they 
announced that they 
now have reached 
the impressive “7 
for 92 status,” which 
means they have at 
least 7 databases for 
each of the 92 counties in 

Indiana.  If you have roots in Indiana, 
you will find their thousands of index 
databases invaluable to your research—
some even available to non-members 
for free.

Caroline 
Pointer
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Spotlight on Member Projects

Currently, the Goodrich 
Family Association (GFA) 

is accepting applications for their 
Amanda White High School Youth 
Genealogy Essay Competition through 
December 1, 2015.  Send inquiries to 
kmw328@aol.com or mzhuby@yahoo.
com.  Also, GFA participates in the 
Goodrich Surname DNA Project with 
WorldFamilies.net.  With well over 65 
total DNA kits to the project, taking a 
look at their online Y-DNA chart for 

the project, as well as details on their 
website and participating, just might 
help you with your Goodrich research.  
Their online forum is also another great 
place that provides help for Goodrich 
researchers.

The Genealogical Forum of 
Oregon (GFO) has a call out for 

“human scanners.”  Their ambitious goal 
of digitizing over 100 of their manuscript 
collections and indexing all 28 of their 
family bibles requires a lot of volunteer 
help.  If you are interested in helping 
out with this preservation effort, contact 
either Nancy Remington or Laura 
Denise White at manuscripts@gfo.org.

Having a one-on-one mentor 
can really be helpful to a 

new family history enthusiast.  The 
South Orange County California 
Genealogical Society (SOCCGS) has 
developed a new mentorship program.  
In their Mentor Program, current 
member volunteers will familiarize new 
members with the society’s activities 
and programs as well as connect new 

• FGS Upcoming Events Calendar 
http://fgs.org/eventListings.php?nm=211

• Illinois State Genealogical Society 
http://ilgensoc.org

• “Illinois State Genealogical Society Announces 2016 FREE Webinar Lineup” 
http://ilgensoc.blogspot.com/2015/10/the-illinois-state-genealogical-society.html

• Indiana Genealogical Society 
http://indgensoc.org

• “New Databases: At Least 7 for Each of Indiana’s 92 Counties” 
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2015/10/new-databases-at-least-7-for-each-of.html

• Goodrich Family Association 
http://goodrichfamilyassoc.org

• Goodrich Surname DNA Project 
http://goodrichfamilyassoc.org/dna.htm

• Goodrich Y-DNA Results Chart 
http://goodrichfamilyassoc.org/dna/dnaresults.htm

• Goodrich Family Association Forum 
http://forums.goodrichfamilyassoc.org

• Genealogical Forum of Oregon 
http://gfo.org

• South Orange County California Genealogical Society 
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~casoccgs

• Houston Genealogical Forum 
http://hgftx.org

• California Genealogical Society & Library 
http://californiaancestors.org

• “Nikkei Pilgrimage to Angel Island” 
http://blog.californiaancestors.org/2015/10/nikkei-pilgrimage-to-angel-island.html

• CGS&L “Beginning Genealogy Series” (CGS&L Location) 
http://eventbrite.com/e/beginning-genealogy-series-tickets-18357012318

• CGS&L “Beginning Genealogy Series” (OFSL Location) 
http://eventbrite.com/e/beginning-genealogy-series-ofsl-tickets-18388215648

• CGS&L Volunteer Opportunities 
http://californiaancestors.org/about-cgs/2014-01-30-07-52-52

• Join FGS 
http://fgs.org/cstm_JoinFGS.php

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Spotlight on Member Projects

members with resources to help them 
with their family history. 

 Looking to strengthen 
your editorial skills (not to 

mention writing skills)?  The Houston 
Genealogical Forum (HGF) is looking 
for a volunteer editor for their quarterly 
publication, The Genealogical Record.  
Interested parties should send an e-mail 
to:  webmaster@hgftx.org.

The California Genealogical 
Society & Library (CGS&L) 

volunteers recently provided research 
consultations for those who attended 
the Nikkei Pilgrimage to Angel Island 

hosted by the Nichi Bei Foundation 
in honor of the Japanese immigrants 
who arrived there between 1910 
and 1940 with an emphasis on the 
women who arrived there as “picture 
brides.”  CGS&L has also begun a new 
“Beginning Genealogy Series” for 
those new to genealogy.  With this new 
series, which is $50 per person, they 
hope to provide new researchers a good 
foundation of research practices as well 
as the seasoned researcher a “brush-up” 
on their skills.  They will be offering this 
new series at two different locations: 
CGS&L and the Oakland Family Search 
Library.  Also, if you are looking to 
volunteer with CGS&L, don’t forget 

to check out their current volunteer 
opportunities.

We love hearing about and sharing 
your society’s activities like 
digitization projects, indexing 
projects, cemetery projects, 
workshops, classes, fundraising 
activities, anniversaries, and so on.  
Have volunteer needs?  Send those 
along too!  Member societies can 
send updates of society activities 
to membership@fgs.org. Not an 
FGS Member?  Join today to 
start taking advantage of all 
of the benefits of an FGS 
membership.

Why certify?

Find your answer on the BCG website.

Board for CertiÞcation of Genealogists¨ ● Box 14291 - Dept. F ● Washington, DC 20044
http://www.BCGcertiÞcation.org/certiÞcation/why.html
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http://www.familytreedna.com


Ethics & Standards

Judy G.  
Russell

Just 37 Words
By Judy G. Russell, JD, CGSM, CGLSM

The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures 
on topics ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing.  On 
the faculty of IGHR, SLIG, and GRIP, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified GenealogistSM and 
Certified Genealogical LecturerSM.  Her award-winning blog is at http://legalgenealogist.com.

Connect

They’re just 37 words out of the 
thousands and thousands of 
words that make up Title 17 

of the United States Code—that part 
of federal law that governs copyright.  
But for us as genealogists they may be 
among the most important 37 words in 
the entire code, because they’re words 
that in many ways set us free.

So often in our writing and our 
research, we run into a roadblock 
because something we want to use in 
our work was created by someone else, 
and its use is restricted by copyright.  
We can always try to ask the creator for 
permission and, whenever permission 
is given, we’re free to use the item 
within the limits of that permission.  
But sometimes we can’t find the 
creator, or don’t have the time before a 
deadline to secure the permission we 
need.  What then?

That’s when we turn to those 37 
words in Title 17, set out in Section 105: 
“Copyright protection under this title is 
not available for any work of the United 
States Government, but the United 
States Government is not precluded 
from receiving and holding copyrights 
transferred to it by assignment, bequest, 
or otherwise.”

What exactly does this section 
mean?  It means, first and foremost, 

Geological Survey Topographic Map: Mississippi, Tupelo Quadrangle, 15′ series, 1923; 
obtained from the Historical Topographic Map Collection, United States Geological Survey 
(http://nationalmap.gov/historical/index.html).
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Ethics & Standards

that anything produced or created 
by any employee of the United States 
Government as part of his or her official 

duties isn’t covered by any kind of 
copyright restriction.  Because of this 
section of the law, all the charts and 

maps and photographs and videos and 
documents and reports ever created, 
ever written, or ever made by federal 
government employees are in the 
public domain and free of copyright 
restrictions. 

Think about that.
Think about all the types of images 

and items that may be relevant to your 
research that may have been created 
by a federal employee, depending 
on what connection your family had 
to something the government was 
documenting at the time. 

Just as a few examples, think 
about these: 

• Between 1935 and 1944, the 
Farm Security Administration in 
the Office of War Information 
employed photographers to 
create a pictorial record of 
American life.  More than 
175,000 black-and-white 
photographs and more than 
1,600 color images were 
created and are available at the 
Library of Congress website.  
The color photos are also on 
the Library of Congress’s Flickr 
album “1930s–40s in Color.”  
Among these stunning works 
is Dorothea Lange’s iconic 
image of the migrant mother 
and her children.  Because 
the photographers were 
government employees, the 
works are covered by 17 U.S.C. 
§105 and are copyright-free. 

• The United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) was established 
in 1879 and charged with 
“classification of the public 
lands, and examination of the 
geological structure, mineral 
resources, and products of the 
national domain.”  Among 

“Salt Water Cowboys Herding Chincoteague Ponies,” photographed by Jama Beasley, 2009; 
obtained from the National Digital Library, United States Fish and Wildlife Service (http://
digitalmedia.fws.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/natdiglib/id/14977/rec/1).

“Raspberry Island Lighthouse,” Apostle Islands, Wisconsin, photographed by Richard B. 
Mieremet, Senior Advisor, NOAA, OSDIA, 1997; obtained from the NOAA Photo Library’s 
America’s Coastlines Collection, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/htmls/line0081.htm).
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Ethics & Standards

its key products: topographic 
maps.  In 2011, USGS released 
high-resolution scans of 
more than 178,000 historical 
topographic maps of the 
United States and, with few 
exceptions, all of the USGS 
maps are covered by 17 U.S.C. 
§105 and are copyright-free. 

• The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) has the NOAA 
Photo Library with images 
ranging from America’s 
coastlines to historic 
fisheries.  Unless the caption 
of an image says otherwise, 
the photos, maps, and other 
items there were created by 
government employees, are 
covered by 17 U.S.C. §105 
and are copyright-free.

• The United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
has a wide-ranging National 
Digital Library with 
photographs that range 
from Civilian Conservation 
Corps housing at national 
refuges to the herding of the 
Chincoteague ponies and 
everything in between.  Like 
the other federal works, these 
images were mostly the work of 
government employees, which 
are covered by 17 U.S.C. §105, 
and are copyright-free.

• Even from space there are 
government images.  The 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) has a 
collection called Great Images 
in NASA (GRIN).  Most of 
the images there were taken 
by government employees, 

are covered by 17 U.S.C. §105, 
and are copyright-free unless a 
specific image is excluded. 

Because of this section, these 
government works are in the public 
domain.  That means we can use those 
images and maps and drawings freely 
to illustrate our own family histories, 
and incorporate those reports and 

documents as well.  All without asking 
anyone’s permission (though, of course, 
citing our sources!).

Now the second part of this section 
means there are limits: 

(1) the section doesn’t apply 
to works produced by state 
or local governments or their 
employees; and 

“Destitute pea pickers in California.  Mother of seven children.  Age thirty-two.  Nipomo, 
California,” photographed by Dorothea Lange, 1936; obtained from the Prints & 
Photographs Online Catalog, Library of Congress (http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/
fsa1998021539/PP).
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Ethics & Standards

(2) if someone who wasn’t 
an employee of the federal 
government created the item 
and then gave the copyright to 
the government, then that item 
won’t be free of restrictions.  
In particular, if the federal 
government or a federal agency 
hired a contractor to produce 
the item—say, a video—then this 
section doesn’t apply.  An item 
produced by a NASA employee is 
covered and will be copyright-free; 
the exact same item produced 
by an employee at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in 
California might not be—JPL is 
federally-funded but managed 
by the California Institute of 
Technology.  For a closer look 
at this issue, see Bonnie Klein’s 
April 2009 posting, “Copyright 
Alert! Even U.S. Government 
Information May Be Protected” at 
Information Today.

So it’s still necessary to check the 
copyright status of any individual image 
or map or document you want to use.  
For holdings at the Library of Congress, 
see “Copyright and Other Restrictions 
That Apply to Publication/Distribution 
of Images: Assessing the Risk of Using 
a P&P Image.”  For other repositories 
or websites, check for terms of use or a 
rights and restrictions section. 

Overall, however, this section of 
the law means that huge numbers of 
maps, photographs, charts, drawings, 
and written materials produced by the 
federal government are completely free 
of copyright restrictions.

Thirty-seven words.  They’re just 
37 words, out of thousands in the law.  
But they often mean there are some 
wonderful goodies out there that we can 
use without worrying about copyright.

• Library of Congress Farm Security 
Administration/Office of War 
Information Black-and-White 
Negatives 
http:// loc.gov/pictures/collection/fsa

• Library of Congress Farm Security 
Administration/Office of War 
Information Color Photographs 
http:// loc.gov/pictures/collection/fsac

• Library of Congress Flickr Album 
“1930s–40s in Color” 
http://flickr.com/photos/library_of_
congress/sets/72157603671370361

• USGS Historical Topographic Map 
Collection 
http://nationalmap.gov/historical

• NOAA Photo Library 
http://www.photolib.noaa.gov

• USFWS National Digital Library 
http://digitalmedia.fws.gov

• Great Images in NASA 
http://grin.hq.nasa.gov

• “Copyright Alert! Even U.S. 
Government Information May Be 
Protected” 
http://infotoday.com/searcher/
apr09/Klein.shtml

• “Copyright and Other Restrictions 
That Apply to Publication/
Distribution of Images: Assessing 
the Risk of Using a P&P Image” 
http://loc.gov/rr/print/195_copr.html

Links Mentioned in This Article
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Next Generation

Shannon
Combs-Bennett

Keeping Up With the 
Ancestors: Self-Education
By Shannon Combs-Bennett

Shannon Combs-Bennett writes and lectures on a variety of topics from genetics to methodology.   
One of her passions is encouraging young genealogists to peruse their dreams in the field of genealogy.  
This includes children through adults thanks to the ongoing interest her children show in their family 
history.  She serves as the creative director for The In-Depth Genealogist and is currently the Education 
chair for The NextGen Genealogy Network.  Learn more about Shannon at http://about.me/tntfamhist.

Connect

Once upon a time a new 
genealogist realized she 
had gone as far as she could 

picking the low hanging fruit off of her 
family tree.  She quickly realized that 
even though the television shows and 
advertisements made this whole family 
history thing look quick and easy there 
was a lot more to it than met the eye.  
What was she going to do?  She was in 
a rural area, at home with two 
children, with no one easily 
accessible to guide her on her 
journey.  Then it was nap time, 
and you can do all sorts of 
things during nap time.  Nap 
time and the wee hours of the 
morning when the house was 
quiet and dark soon became 
the times she taught herself 
how to be a genealogist.

That was me, and I bet 
even if our situations are 
not identical you can relate 
to some of it.  Most people 
think that once they have 
some sort of a diploma they 
are done with school forever, 
but we genealogists know that this is 
not the case.  It seems like every time I 
look online there is a new book I need, 
a course I should take, or a seminar 

that I want to attend.  Let us be honest 
with ourselves for a minute.  Ongoing 
education—self-education—is vital to 
fully understanding our research and 
to help us keep up with the trails our 
ancestors left behind.

While in-person lectures and 
conferences are great ways to network 
and get to know other members of our 
community they are not the only way to 

learn and keep our skills sharp.  There 
are many ways to keep learning in the 
twenty-first century and if you are not 
doing any of the following, maybe you 

should consider starting.  No matter 
how long ago you started researching, if 
you feel like you are now in a rut, here 
are five NextGen ways to continue your 
genealogy education today!

1.  Participate in Social Media
There is a lot of crowdsourcing, 
community chats, and learning going 
on over at the various social media 
outlets.  With hundreds of Facebook 
groups dedicated to all aspects of 
genealogy, you can connect and share 
with others who study the same topics 
you do.  Twitter chats are also a popular 
way to share information on a specific 
topic in small bursts over a short 
amount of time.

2.  Read Blogs
Blogs are my favorite thing to read 
when I am out and about.  Pick up 
my phone or tablet, pull up Feedly (a 
popular news aggregator) and read 
away.  (Feedly, by the way, also has a 
desktop version if you do not have a 
smart phone.)  Blogs are wonderful 
because, well, they are free and readily 
accessible for the most part and I always 
carry my phone.  I don’t carry a big 
enough bag anymore to always have 
a book on me.  Those are now on my 
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Next Generation

bedside table.  Many of the leading 
experts in our field have blogs.  So do 
institutions and places you may be 
interested in learning more about or 
researching at.  Reading their blogs will 
keep you up to date on any information 
that is pertinent to your research.  

3.  Attend a Webinar or Watch a 
Video
Many societies, organizations, and 
institutions offer webinars.  Some 
are free, some are not, but what is 
wonderful about webinars is that you 
can participate in a lecture from the 
comfort of your own home.  In addition 
to webinars check out YouTube, TED, 
Vimeo, or any of the other lecture or 
video websites out there.  While many 
are not on genealogy specifically, you 
can learn about various topics that 
could be important to your research.  I 
have found historical videos, news reels, 
lectures on the history of obituaries, 
information about communities my 
ancestors belonged to, and so much 
more.  A little digging on your part can 
lead you to some very interesting finds.

4.  Discover New Technology
Software, apps, and technology in 
general is in a perpetual cycle of what’s 
the next new and better item.  Keeping 
up, or discovering something new, in the 
technology field can help you streamline 
your research in several ways.  Everything 
from making you more productive to 
keeping your data collated and in order.  

5.  Create a Network 
Never underestimate the wonders of 
friends, colleagues, and networking.  
Sometimes the best things come out 
of a group of friends who are sitting 
around sharing a drink and talking.  
With the internet we don’t actually have 

• Feedly 
http://feedly.com

• YouTube 
http://youtube.com

• TED 
http://ted.com

• Vimeo 
http://vimeo.com

Links Mentioned in This Article

Recommended Resources
Education Topics on Cyndi’s List 
http://cyndislist.com/education 

The Educated Genealogist by Sheri Fenley 
http://sherifenley.blogspot.com 

Adventures in Genealogy Education by Angela McGhie 
http://genealogyeducation.blogspot.com

“100+ Self-Education Resources for Lifelong Learners”  
by DIY Genius 
http://diygenius.com/100-self-education-resources-for-lifelong-learners

“Never Stop Learning: How Self-Education Creates a Bullet-Proof  
Career” by 99U 
http://99u.com/articles/29995/never-stop-learning-how-self-education-creates-
a-bullet-proof-career

“11 Tips for Self-Education in the Internet Age” by The Creativity Post 
http://www.creativitypost.com/education/11_tips_for_self_education_in_the_
internet_age

to go to a coffeehouse or diner.  We can 
now have these coffee hours over our 
computer on Skype or Google Hangout.  
Create a regular chat session where you 
can help each other and I bet you will 
love where it goes.

Final Thoughts
Even after all of the above, the most 
important thing you can do is to learn, 
share, and be curious.  Pushing my 
limits, learning something new, and 
following a hunch has led me to some 
of my biggest breakthroughs and ah-ha 
moments.  I encourage you to push 
yourself in your self-education and see 
where you can go.  Trust me, you won’t 
regret it. 
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WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE THIS
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT TOOL
FOR GENEALOGY SOCIETIES.

BECAUSE YOU HELPED
DESIGN IT.

YOU WANT IT TO BE EASY.
You don’t need to know anything special about 
computers to use EasyNetSites. If you can use a 

word processor, �ll out a simple form, and click a 
mouse you have all the necessary skills to create, 

maintain and update your own website.

YOU WANT IT TO BE POWERFUL.
In no time at all you’ll be able to create web pages, 
insert photos and links, operate online databases 
like cemetery lists and library archives, manage 
your membership, send blast emails and much, 

much more — all with point and click ease.

YOU WANT IT TO BE ADAPTABLE.
EasyNetSites is made to be custom-built to your 

speci�c needs. You choose exactly what features you 
want to include. Our built-in editing tools let you 
control the content on every single page. You even 
have control over who has access to certain pages.

YOU WANT IT TO BE AFFORDABLE.
Here’s the best part: you get all this and a beautiful, 
professionally designed website at a price that any 

budget-conscious society can a�ord.
Just listen to what these people have to say:

People just like you from genealogy societies across the nation told us exactly what they wanted in a 
web program... and we listened!

Call 813-269-4455 today for your free, no obligation demonstration.

 “EasyNetSites are spreading across the genealogical community and for good reason. I’ve had nothing 
but great experiences with the company and see a long partnership ahead.”

- George G. Morgan  President, Aha! Seminars, Inc.

 “With ENS we were able to create a professional-looking, highly functional site that is easy to enhance 
and maintain. Plus, we now have a built-in membership management system. Responsive customer 

service and timely system upgrades also have been big bene�ts.”
- Maryland Genealogical Society

http://www.easynetsites.com


Records Preservation & Access

New Records Online, Opened 
Adoption Records & More
By Linda McCleary, MLS

Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Librarian for fifteen 
years before her retirement.  She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research (professional) from 
Brigham Young University, is a member of the Records Preservation and Access Committee, and is a 
past director of the Federation.

Connect

This column aims to keep you 
up to date on preservation 
efforts, as well as issues 

affecting access to records.  To submit 
or examine current information about 
record availability, visit the Records 
Preservation and Access Committee 
(RPAC) website.

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
RPAC has been monitoring record 
access bills in Oklahoma (HR 1125 and 
SB 110), which attempt to replace civil 
marriages with certificates provided by 
religious officials or a judge (HR) and 
permit attorneys to obtain copies of a 
death certificate (SB).  Earlier senate 
bills restricted death certificates so well 
that only the person named on the 
certificate could obtain a copy! 

In May, Ancestry released 
Virginia birth records (1864–1999), 
marriage records (1936–2014), 
divorce records (1918–2014), and 

death records (1912–2014) thanks 
to pressure from the RPAC, Virginia 
Genealogical Society, and Ancestry 
to open these vital records.  Free 
access is available to those logging 
into these Ancestry databases from 
Virginia, or with a paid Ancestry 
subscription. 

The Kansas Supreme Court 
announced a change to Rule 106, 
regarding marriage records, which 
would redact the mother’s maiden 
name, date of birth, and place of birth.  
Jan Alpert, RPAC chair, has written a 
letter of concern to the Kansas Supreme 
Court about these changes. 

Concern was also raised about 
the elimination of the National 
Historical Publications and Records 
Committee (NHPRC).  A letter will 
be written to support the Agency and 
their preservation activities around 
the nation.  (See Ohio under the States 
section.)

National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)
Archivist of the United States David 
Ferriero appointed James Holzer as the 
director of the Office of Government 
Information Service (OGIS) in August.  
In the press release, Ferriero noted, 
“Dr. Holzer’s experience administering 
FOIA [Freedom of Information Act] 
and his demonstrated commitment to 
transparency will benefit OGIS, the 
National Archives, and the American 
public.”

States
Alabama:  Concern 
was raised earlier this 
spring when Alabama 
HB 584 was introduced 
to abolish the Alabama 
Historic Commission 
(AHC) and transfer 

responsibilities and holdings to the 
Alabama Department of Archives and 
History (ADAH) and the Alabama 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (ADCNR).  With 
the outcry of many people and groups 
including the Alabama Cemetery 
Preservation Alliance, Inc. (ACPA), the 
bill was indefinitely postponed in June.  
Quick action saved the Commission.

• Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) Website and Blog 
http://fgs.org/rpac

• Seeking Michigan 
http://seekingmichigan.org

Links Mentioned in This Article

Linda 
McCleary
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Arizona:  Selected 
materials of the 
genealogy collection that 
were housed in the third 
floor Marguerite Cooley 

Reading Room at the Arizona State 
Library, Archives and Public Records 
in the Old State Capitol Building have 
been moved to the Polly Rosenbaum 
Archives and History building, 1901 
W. Madison, Phoenix, Arizona.  
Fewer than 500 books of the original 
20,000 books, microfilm, vertical files, 
microfiche, etc. were moved to the new 
location.  At this writing, plans are 
still unclear as to what will be moved 
into the Reading Room space and the 
disposition of the materials.  Staff and 
genealogical volunteers were only given 
a month to move the collection or find 
a new location for the materials.

California:  A pipe burst 
on the third floor of the 
Fresno County Hall of 
Records, 2281 Tulare 
Street, in downtown 

Fresno, flooding the building in July.  
Up to two inches of water was noted on 
several floors.  Some files were soaked, 
but were quickly removed and taken for 
restoration.

Another high-profile data breach 
affected the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA) Health System’s 
computer network.  Hackers may have 
accessed confidential files on as many 
as 4.5 million patients.  Parts of the 
network that were hacked contained 
names, dates of birth, Social Security 
numbers, Medicare and health plan 
identification numbers, as well as 
medical information on diagnoses 
and procedures.  Credit card and 
other financial information were not 
involved. 

Illinois:  Another sad 
closure: The 52-year-
old Genealogy Room 
at the Winnetka-
Northfield Public 
Library was closed in 
late July, despite protests 
from residents and 

researchers in surrounding counties.  
The library’s board of trustees decided 
to repurpose the 492 square-foot room 
into a meeting and programming 
room.  As of this writing, the library 
plans to move the entire Midwest 
collection upstairs and store the rest of 
the collection in boxes until another 
location can be found.

Maine:  The Maine 
Data, Research and Vital 
Statistic (DRVS) in the 
Vital Records Office, 
220 Capitol Street in 
Augusta, now has digital 
copies of notices of 

birth, death, and marriage from 1892 to 
present.  The Maine State Archives will 
no longer issue these copies, however, 
the Maine Department of the Secretary 
of State, Maine State Archives will 
continue to issue non-certified copies of 
documents prior to 1892.

Michigan:  On a 
positive note, the 
Archives of Michigan 
is making Michigan 
death certificates 

from 1921–1939 available on the free 
Seeking Michigan website.  An index 
for the records from 1940–1952 is also 
available on the site.  An individual’s 
full name, county and township/
village/city of death, birth year, age, 
and parents’ names are indexed and 
searchable.  The actual certificate 
contains additional information such 
as decedent’s occupation, cause of 
death, burial location, and birthplace.  
Now, Michigan death records from 

1897–1952 can be found at the Seeking 
Michigan website.

New Jersey:  Beginning 
in 2017, an adult adopted 
child can request to see 
a non-certified original 
birth record instead of 
the amended one listing 
their adoptive parents’ 
names and addresses.  

This birth record cannot be used as 
proof of identification or for any other 
legal purpose; just for information.  
The only people allowed to request an 
original birth certificate in the case 
of an adoption are:  an adult adopted 
child; a direct descendent, sibling, 
or spouse of the adopted child; an 
adoptive parent or other legal guardian 
of a minor adopted child; or a state or 
federal agency for official purposes.  
Applications will be submitted online or 
by mail to the New Jersey Department 
of Health.

Ohio:  The Ohio 
Department of Health’s 
Office of Vital Statistics 
has opened adoption 
records to adoptees 
born between January 

1964 and September 1996.  Adoptions 
that took place before the 1964 date 
and after 1996 were not sealed.  Forms 
may be submitted only via postal mail 
or in person at the vital statistics office 
because of the notarized documentation 
required.  The address for the Ohio 
Department of Health, Office of 
Vital Statistics is: 225 Neilston Street, 
Columbus, OH 43215.

The Ohio Historical Records 
Advisory Board (OHRAB) has awarded 
grants to 11 institutions to support 
archival projects.  The National 
Historical Publications and Records 
Commission (NHPRC) provide the 
grant money.  Many of the projects are 
for microfilming or digitization projects 
and processing of large collections done 
by historical societies, universities, and 
libraries.

Visit the RPAC website to keep up with the latest news!
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Reviews

Department Editor, TBD

If you have a publication or product for review, please contact the FORUM managing editor at forumeditor@fgs.org.

Editor’s Note: Anyone who is interested in serving as a reviewer, or as the department editor, should contact the FORUM managing editor at 
forumeditor@fgs.org.

The world of genetic genealogy 
has grown considerably over 
the last several years.  The 
testing of one’s DNA and 
comparing the results to others 
has no doubt crumbled a few 
brick walls.  As more and 
more people test their DNA, 
resources that help navigate the 
DNA pool are in high demand.  
Many of the top genetic 
genealogists are doing their 
part to provide blogs, articles, 
and lectures geared toward 
helping people interpret results 
and understand how to use the 
various tools available.

One area of genetic 
genealogy that is difficult to 
write or lecture about relates 
to endogamous populations 
in which marriage among 
close cousins is so common 
that it could mean multiple 
relationships among 
descendants.  While this 
phenomenon is particularly 
relevant to those with Jewish 
ancestry, there are many 
instances where endogamous 
populations exist.  Endogamy 
is not necessarily an issue 
for traditional genealogy 
research, but when DNA 
is involved, those multiple 
relationships can affect how 
the results are calculated 
and interpreted.

Knowing that a lack of 
resources exist for working 
with DNA in endogamous 
populations, Israel Pickholtz 
drew on his own experience 
with genetic genealogy and 
his Jewish roots to compile 
Endogamy: One Family, 
One People, which outlines 
how he has navigated the 
DNA waters thus far in his 
journey.  The focus of this 
book is mainly on Pickholtz’s 
Jewish roots, however many 
of the techniques are useful 
for other endogamous 
populations, as well as genetic 
genealogy in general.  Those 
who participate in or manage 
surname studies, might also 
find the practices in this 
book helpful.

Because this book is 
about one man’s quest, where 
several cases are presented 
that relate to his own family, 
you will find very quickly that 
this is not a “how-to” book.  
Instead, it’s like reading 
various case studies presented 
in genealogical periodicals 
such as National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly and The 
American Genealogist, and 
taking those lessons learned 
and applying them to your 
own research problems.  As 
Pickholtz describes in his 

introduction: “I am here to 
inspire you, to show you what 
can be done, to encourage 
you to say ‘I can do this.’”

This book certainly lives 
up to the author’s expectation, 
and my own.  While I do 
not have Jewish ancestry, I 
am working on an adoption 
case using DNA and learned 
through the testing that 
the adoptee’s paternal line 
comes from an endogamous 
population in North Carolina.  
Endogamy helped me to 
understand the DNA results 
with this phenomenon in 
mind and introduced me to 
several techniques that may 
be helpful in sorting through 
all the clutter.  Outside of this 
case, there are many practical 
tips that I plan to utilize while 
working with the DNA results 
for my own family.

Pickholtz begins the 
book with a substantial 
introduction explaining 
how he came upon his 
genealogical journey.  This 
endeavor then progressed 
to the “Pikholz Project” 
after corresponding with 
other relatives.  In a quest 
to determine if different 
Pickholtz branches were 
connected, the author turned 
to genetic genealogy.

Endogamy: One Family, One 
People.  By Israel Pickholtz.  
Published by Colonial 
Roots, 34491 Sunset Drive, 
Millsboro, DE 19966; http://
colonialroots.com; 2015.  
ISBN 978-1-68034-038-9.  
xx, 201 pp.  Appendixes, 
illustrations.  Paperback.  
$36.00.
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Reviews

The author then moves 
on to “Chapter 0,” where 
he discusses the basics of 
DNA testing as it relates to 
genealogy.  While he states in 
the first paragraph that “the 
more experienced” can skip 
ahead, I caution you not to 
skip the whole chapter, as on 
pages 5 and 6 he describes 
the concept of endogamy in 
relation to DNA in a section 
titled “When Cousins Marry.”

The remainder of the 
book is essentially a series 
of case studies.  Again, 
Pickholtz presents several 
different cases throughout 
this book, exhibiting 
different scenarios using 
both DNA testing and 
traditional research.  Each 
time, he thoroughly 
explains the problem and/or 
hypothesis, the steps he took 
to explore the possibilities, 
and how he reached his 

conclusion (or, in some cases, 
plans for additional research 
and DNA testing).  There are 
plenty of illustrations and 
tables to help emphasize the 
points and data analysis.

The cases discussed 
are all very interesting and 
enlightening, but one of the 
best parts of this book is the 
exploration of GEDmatch’s 
Lazarus tool, which can 
essentially build a genome for 
deceased relatives.  I have read 
about Lazarus and added it 
to my list of tools to explore 
further.  But, Pickholtz’s 
examination of the tool and 
how he used the information 
to further his DNA research 
made me want to put the book 
down and head straight to 
the computer and get started.  
Pickholtz really shows what 
the Lazarus tool can do and 
this alone is reason enough to 
check out this book.

Pickholtz wraps up the 
main chapters with a discussion 
of the X chromosome.  The 
book concludes with “A 
Stopping Place,” where the 
author shares future plans, a 
wish list, and final thoughts 
for the reader.

Overall, Endogamy is a 
resource that anyone studying 
endogamous populations 
through DNA testing should 

pick up.  Anyone who is serious 
about their genetic genealogy 
research will also benefit from 
this book, even if endogamy 
is not an obstacle.  Pickholtz 
has put together a treasure 
filled with case studies, lessons 
learned, and wisdom from 
which all of us can benefit.

Julie Cahill Tarr 
Waterford, Wisconsin

Continuing education for societies & the individual genealogist alike.

Genealogical societies have

your family history.
resources to help you with

Find aSociety.
FGS.org

Federation of Genealogical Societies
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Membership in the Federation of Genealogical Societies is open 
to three categories of organizations:
• Societies including genealogical societies, family associations, 

historical societies;
• Associate Organizations including libraries, archives, and 

educational institutions; and
• Genealogical Vendors including those organizations offering 

products and services to the genealogical community.

Member benefits include: 
• Partner benefits from Genealogy Gems, Dell, and 

Findmypast. 
• The latest issue of FORUM plus the complete archives 

covering more than 25 years for the society’s leadership.
• The FGS Webinar Series covering society management topics.
• A listing in the FGS Member Network on the FGS website.
• Bylaws, newsletter, and website reviews.
• Exposure of society events through the FGS Events Calendar.

See the full list of FGS member benefits for each 
membership category on the FGS website. 

advErtising ratEs

Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 8.5" W x 11" H $200 $150/ea.

Half Page 7.5" W x 4.5" H  or  3.5" W x 9" H $110 $80 /ea.

Quarter Page 7.5" W x 2.25" H  or  3.5" W x 4.25" H $75 $55 /ea.

Eighth Page 3.5" W x 2.25" H  or  2.25" W x 3.5" H $40 $30 /ea.

copy dEadlinEs (2015 & 2016)
Issue Copy Due Publication Date
Issue 4 (2015) November 15 January 15
Issue 1 (2016) January 15 March 15
Issue 2 (2016) April 15 June 15
Issue 3 (2016) July 15 September 15
Issue 4 (2016) October 15 December 15 

Advertise in FORUM

FGS Membership
Join FGS.  Empower your organization for the 21st century with society 
management tools, services, and resources FGS provides members. 

Annual Membership Fees

NUMBERS OF MEMBERS PRICE

1 – 50 $35.00

51 – 99 $45.00

100 – 199 $55.00

200 – 299 $65.00

300 – 399 $75.00

400 – 499 $85.00

500 –999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Genealogical Vendors $35.00

FORUM readers should know about your products and/or services. 
The Federation of Genealogical Societies publishes FORUM, a quarterly magazine providing content of 
interest to genealogists and society leaders.  FORUM is distributed digitally to the leadership of all FGS 
member societies, the contact person for associate and vendor members, and individual genealogists 
who personally subscribe.  View a sample issue of FORUM. 

Terms:  All advertising must be prepaid.  To earn the multiple insertion discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

Copy:  Advertising copy that exceeds the above measurements may be proportionately reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  Submit files in 
JPEG, TIFF, or PDF format in color.

To confirm ad space or obtain additional information, contact the FORUM Advertising Manager at advertising@fgs.org.

58   •  FGS FORUM  •  Volume 27, Issue 3  •  Fall 2015

http://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=65
http://www.fgs.org/upload/FGS_FORUM/FGS_Winter2012.pdf
mailto:advertising%40fgs.org?subject=FORUM%20Advertising

	_GoBack

	InThisIssue 2: 
	toTOC 3: 
	Page 58: Off



