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New! THE SURNAMES OF 
WALES. Updated and Expanded 
Edition. John & Sheila Rowlands. 344 
pp., illus., maps, indexed, paper. 2014. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-1997-1. $39.95
This new updated and expanded edition 
seeks to dispel many of the myths which 
surround the subject and is illustrated by 
evidence taken from a survey involving 
more than 270,000 surnames found in 

parish records throughout Wales. The central chapters include a 
comprehensive survey of Welsh surnames and an all-important 
glossary of surnames. This is the core of the work, as it pro-
vides the origins and history of surnames from the viewpoint of 
family history, and also shows the distribution and incidence of 
surnames throughout Wales. 

New! POLISH ROOTS. Second 
Edition. Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 
pp., maps, indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 
978-0-8063-2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original Pol-
ish Roots in 1993, the Internet has made 
the task of locating Polish ancestors 
much easier, as more information and 
images are made available online. In ad-
dition, there has been a marked rise in 

interest in genealogy in Poland, resulting in a great increase in 
the number of Polish genealogical societies available and the 
amount of helpful information disseminated. The second edi-
tion of Polish Roots addresses these exciting developments, 
with a new Introduction, four brand-new chapters, several new 
maps and charts, and numerous updates sprinkled throughout 
the original text.

New! THE ADOPTION AND 
DONOR CONCEPTION 
FACTBOOK. Lori Carangelo. 8½" x 
11". 210 pp., indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 
978-0-8063-5710-2. $29.95
The only comprehensive book of its kind, 
The Adoption and Donor Conception 
Factbook defines and explains the differ-
ences between Adoptees, “Birth” Parents, 
Parents by Estoppel, Adoptive Parents, 

Donors, Donor Offspring, Intended Parents, Foster Parents, 
Psychological Parents, Carriers, Gestational Surrogates, Cus-
tody Evaluators, and so on. Readers will find chapters devot-
ed to each of these constituencies in the adoption and donor 
conception industries. Author Lori Carangelo explains each 
stakeholder’s legal or political status and then accounts for their 
numbers, origins or whereabouts, and the pros and cons of their 
points of view. 

New! HISTORIC GERMAN 
NEWSPAPERS ONLINE. Ernest 
Thode. 233 pp., paper. 2014.  
ISBN 978-0-8063-2005-2. $24.95
There are now approximately 2,000 historic 
German-language newspapers online at 
numerous public, private, and commercial 
websites. Since most of these digitized pa-
pers are fully searchable, this guide, indi-
cating newspaper title, place of publication, 
date range, and website, is a key to a mother lode of information 
found in German-language papers and is a revolutionary new 
tool for German genealogy research.

INTERNATIONAL VITAL 
RECORDS HANDBOOK, 6th 
Edition. Thomas Jay Kemp. 8½" x 11". 
714 pp., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-
1981-0. $69.95
A best-selling reference book, the Inter-
national Vital Records Handbook offers 
complete, up-to-date information on where 
and how to request vital records (birth, 
marriage, death, divorce, and adoption re-
cords). One-hundred pages longer than its predecessor, the new 
6th edition contains the latest ordering forms and information 
for each of the fifty states and also furnishes details about records 
that were created prior to statewide vital records registration. 
Then, in alphabetical sequence, it covers the other countries of 
the world, giving, where available, the current application forms 
and instructions, as well as the key addresses of repositories or 
embassies that might help you obtain copies of vital records.

SUSTAINABLE GENEALOGY: 
Separating Fact from Fiction in 
Family Legends. Richard Hite. 126 pp., 
illus., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-1982-
7. $18.95
Sustainable Genealogy explains how to 
avoid the traps many family historians fall 
into. Whether it’s a proud family legend, a 
venerable publication, or the claims of an 
Internet family tree, the unsubstantiated 
genealogical source is like a house of sticks before the Big Bad 
Wolf—it won’t stand up. Taking “heed of the cautions cited and 
putting into practice the lessons learned in this book will make 
you all much better family historians and ensure that your ge-
nealogical legacy will be one to be trusted.”

Postage & handling: One item $5.50; each additional item 
$2.50. Maryland and Michigan residents please add 6% sales 
tax.

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Call toll-free 1-800-296-6687  FAX 410-752-8492  WEBSITE: www.genealogical.com

Recent releases from Genealogical.com
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http://www.genealogical.com/products/Genealogy%20at%20a%20Glance%20Scottish%20Genealogy%20Research/1464.html
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From the Editor

Sue Zacharias

The FGS Membership voted unanimously to 
accept the proposed revisions to the FGS By-
laws, during a vote held in December 2014. 
The new FGS bylaws can be seen online. 

http://www.fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=4
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D. Joshua Taylor

By D. Joshua Taylor, ma, mls, FGS President

With 2014 behind us, many societies will 
soon be springing back to life. Some may 
be putting their finishing touches on an 

upcoming seminar or conference. As our organiza-
tions prepare for an onslaught of activities, it is an 
excellent time to ask a few important questions.

First, what is my society doing differently this 
year? Making adjustments to events and services, 
based on attendee feedback or delving into a new 
technology is part of a continued growth pattern 
for any organization. Whether your society has 
decided to try out Vine, revitalize its Facebook page, 
or present a new schedule for its learning sessions, 
there will certainly be a flurry of societies trying 
something new. I want to personally invite you to 
share the new successes you see in your society, 
either through the FGS Voice (voice@fgs.org) or 

Forum (forum@fgs.org). I especially hope you 
will be able to tell us in person at the FGS 2015 

Conference in Salt Lake City.
Second, how will we give back to the 

community this year? We have always 
been known as a community of 

volunteers, always willing to share 
our time, knowledge, and 

research expertise. With so 
many priorities facing us 

in our daily lives, it can be important 
to reserve a small amount time to give 
back to local organizations and the larg-
er family history community. Perhaps 
our society can volunteer to assist with 
a local heritage event, donate and spread 
the word about the national Preserve the 
Pensions Project, or create a free event for our 
local community to help satisfy the growing 
curiosity they have about their family history. 
By giving back, we might find ourselves gaining a 
few more volunteers and increasing our membership. 

Third, how will we celebrate our successes? Defin-
ing success is not always easy for societies. We know 
that the value of a genealogical society extends be-
yond the size of their membership and bank account. 
Please set aside some time to define success and cele-
brate when it is achieved. Celebrations do not have to 
be extravagant; they can be a potluck to renew friend-
ships, a gathering at your favorite restaurant, or even 
a dedicated event where your leaders and volunteers 
are free to research their own tree.

Although 2014 may be over, exciting things are still 
occurring in the field of family history. Our favorite 
pastime is still on primetime television, opportuni-
ties exist for those wishing to participate in national 
and regional family history events (in some cases, 
through online streaming), and each of us will con-
tinue to push forward with our own discoveries. 
My inbox (president@fgs.org) is always open to 
your thoughts, ideas, and your answers to the 
three questions raised above.

Until next time,
Josh

Important questions for 
the new year

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/
https://www.familysearch.org/s/collection/list
http://www.Footnote.com/
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Organizations have been in the business of 
raising money from crowds for a long time. 
What has changed is the way some organiza-

tions, and even individuals, have started to raise funds 
via social sharing and the Internet, specifically through 
crowdfunding sites. This innovative approach to fund-
raising is now helping organizations reach larger audi-
ences for very little cost. Crowdfunding is also allowing 
organizations to build new relationships with those 
outside the genealogical community.

What is crowdfunding?
Crowdfunding is a pretty simple concept: A bunch of 
people giving money usually via the Internet. But there 
is a bit more to it. There are five key characteristics and 
opportunities that distinguish crowdfunding from other 
ways organizations raise money: goal specific, time sen-
sitive, accessibility, reward based, and social.

1. Goal specific: a crowdfunded effort is particularly 
helpful when trying to reach a specific (and I do 
mean specific) goal or campaign. Examples include 
funding a library, buying a computer, or launching a 
webinar program.

2. Time sensitive: a crowdfunding campaign needs 
to create a sense of urgency. That is why crowd-
funded campaigns are kept very short, no more 
than thirty days.

3. Accessibility: traditional campaigns can be very 
costly for both the society and prospective donors. 
Anytime you try and go after donations more than 
$1,000 will usually alienate potential supporters. 
Crowdfunded efforts, by contrast, succeed because 

CROWDFUNDING
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every donation is valuable, and suggested contribu-
tions often start at $10 or even $25.

4. Reward based: crowdfunding is a great opportunity 
to offer exclusive perks to donors. Clever rewards 
count in the world of crowdfunding. Perhaps you 
could give exclusive access to a VIP in your society 
or in the genealogical community. Just remember 
that in the world of crowdfunding, it is not the value 
of the reward, but the exclusivity that encourages 
donors to jump in before the reward disappears. An-
other popular feature of crowdfunding is using dona-
tion tiers to provide several options for your cam-
paign. It is not always easy to match donation levels 
with specific goals, but if you can, it will increase the 
amount of money to be raised.

5. Social: the way to reach lots of people is to recruit your 
supporters to go to their social networks and recruit 
their friends and families to give, and so on. Crowd-
funding works because the communication comes 
from many people directly to their social connections. 
The interaction between people is what really matters.

These five factors give new options for raising money. 
Your society may choose not to do crowdfunding, just like 
it may not choose to send a postal letter asking for money. 
However, for societies looking to grow, crowdfunding is a 
new option to reach supporters who don’t even know you 
exist. It is also important to remember that the old way 
of finding new donors won’t work forever. Much of our 
postal mail goes right to the recycling bin and younger 
people are more apt to be found on Facebook than a 
phone book (which is now becoming obsolete).

Where to start
The social aspect of crowdfunding means it is time 
to rally the troops. You need to start with your inner 
circle—your current members, those who have already 
given to you in the past, the individuals who have 
“liked” you on Facebook or followed you on Twitter, 
even your own family and friends—to create a fundrais-
ing pitch that can be shared just about anywhere. Train-
ing the troops is crucial. A Facebook post alone isn’t 
enough, but should be included with e-mails and even 
phone calls. There are very specific ways to make your 
fundraising pitch without being pushy. Prepare a simple 
marketing toolkit with sample social media updates and 
links. Provide a sneak peek to your active donors before 

the campaign launches and ask them to spread the word. 
Go to the people who always mention you on Twitter or 
post something about you on their blogs and ask if they 
will be an ambassador for your cause. 

Creating a platform
You have created a winning campaign, but now what? 
You need a way to accept a lot of donations online and 
easy ways for your supporters to share with each other 
quickly. This is where a crowdfunding website comes 
in. In its most basic form, a crowdfunding site allows an 
individual or a society to set up an online fundraising 
campaign based around a fundraising page. Some sites, 
like Kickstarter, are geared more towards products and 
organizations for the arts, while others, like CauseVox, 
are specifically for nonprofits and can be used by a wide-
range of originations. Keep in mind that crowdfunding 
sites do not work well for annual giving campaigns or 
for raising money through events. In addition, crowd-
funded sites should not be viewed as the magic pill to 
cure a society’s revenue woes. You can’t just set up a 
fundraising campaign, stay away three weeks, and then 
come back to find you have raised a million dollars. You 
have to get the word out, get help from your supporters, 
and then hope that they spread the word to others.

Selecting a site
If your society is interested in using a crowd-funded site, 
be sure to do your homework. Each site offers differ-
ent features, costs, and benefits. Here are just a few key 
things to keep in mind.

1. Look and feel. How do the pages look? Will they be 
appealing to your donors? How easily can you pres-

Crowdfunding is an option 
to reach supporters who 
don’t even know you exist.



10   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 26 Issue 4

Back to TOC

ent your campaign given each site’s constraints?
2. Ease of use. How easy is it to set up a fundraising 

page? Do you need to know HTML or other techni-
cal skills to make your page look great?

3. Payment processing. What payment method can 
donors use to make donations to your campaign? 
Do they take all major credit cards? What about e-
checks? And how long does it take for donations to 
reach your society’s bank account?

4. Fees. What is the total cost of using the site? Is there a 
monthly fee? Set-up fees? Credit card processing fees?

5. Marketing capabilities. What tools does the site pro-
vide to help your society spread the word about its 
campaign? How easy is it to link and promote your 
fundraising page on social network sites?

6. Popularity. You want to use a site that has a decent 
amount of traffic. The goal is to raise money from 
individuals who simply were browsing that particular 
site for a cause to support. 

The site you choose will depend on the size of your 
society and what type of campaign you plan to run. Fol-
lowing are a few popular crowdfunding sites and what 
they have to offer.

Kickstarter
The most famous of crowdfunding platforms is Kick-
starter. Kickstarter uses Amazon Payments to collect 
pledges if a project is funded, which is helpful because 
so many people already have an Amazon account. Keep 
in mind that everything on Kickstarter must be a proj-

ect. A project has a clear goal, like making an album, 
a book, or a work of art. A project will eventually be 

completed, and something will be produced by it.
The biggest downside to Kickstarter is the 

fees. Kickstarter charges a 5 percent fee of the 
funds collected. Amazon Payments will take 
another 3 to 5 percent. If a Kickstarter project 
doesn’t reach the set goal, no fees are collected.

Indiegogo
Probably the second-best known crowdfunding 

site, there are a couple of advantages to Indiegogo 
over Kickstarter. Like Kickstarter, anyone or any 

group can post a campaign, but unlike Kickstarter, the 
campaign doesn’t have to be project-based. Indiegogo 
also measures how much social engagement is happen-

ing with your campaign. Indiegogo offers nonprofit pric-
ing (a discount of 25 percent) so you can save a little bit 
on your project. Any funds your campaign receives will 
be charged 6.75 percent (the standard is 9 percent), plus 
payment processing fees around 4 percent. Indiegogo 
is much more flexible than Kickstarter because your 
society can elect to receive your pledges even if it 
doesn’t meet its end goal.

Razoo
This site may be lesser-known, but it has a 
couple of very nice advantages for organizations 
wanting to save some money and ease the pro-
cess for their donors. If your society is already 
registered as a 501(c)3, most likely Razoo has 
your society set up in its system. In addition, Ra-
zoo can automate the process of sending receipts 
to your donors for their tax records. And they have 
the lowest fees of the three examined here, collect-
ing just 4.9 percent of the donation. You get to keep 
whatever donations are made regardless of whether you 
reach your final goal, and at the same fee structure no 
matter what is received. Razoo offers some great social 
tools for your supporters to share the message, so you 
don’t have to struggle with how to integrate the sharing 
campaign and it lets you download an Excel spreadsheet, 
which can be imported to nearly anything, but not all 
sites handle this the same way.

CauseVox
This site, a TechSoup donor partner, is a platform tai-
lored for nonprofits and social good projects. It is open 
to both individuals and societies in the United States, 
Canada, and Australia. CauseVox is a fundraising 
platform and isn’t project based like Kickstarter. You can 
also customize your donor page using one of its pre-
made templates or by creating your own. 

CauseVox offers pay-as-you-go plans. There is a free 
trial plan that waives CauseVox’s monthly fee until you 
raise $5,000. Once you surpass that limit, you will be 
given an option to transition to one of CauseVox’s plans. 
The site also offers nice extras, like widgets you can put 
on your site that link to your fundraising page.

Teespring
Teespring lets you crowdfund customized apparel, from 
basic T-shirts to hoodies. You can design your own shirt 
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with the site’s online tool, or you can work with one of 
Teespring’s consultants. It is completely free to launch a 
campaign and Teespring does not take a percentage of 
your campaign’s profit margin. The sales money pays for 
the production of your design and the company ships it 
to your buyers. When you use Teespring you don’t have 
to pay a dollar upfront, guess how many shirts you will 
need, or have to chase anyone down for cash. And what 
if you don’t meet your goal? If the campaign is still prof-
itable when the goal reaches its end, Teespring will still 
produce the products for the campaign. If the campaign 
does not reach its sales goal and is not profitable, you 
will not be charged.

What to crowdfund
Crowdfunding isn’t traditional fundraising. Like a 
capital campaign, your society needs an endpoint. 
Most nonprofits would prefer an open-ended dona-
tion to just go out and do good work, but that doesn’t 
carry the urgency so important to crowdfunding. You 
need a project. You probably already have several, 
they just haven’t been thought of as a crowdfunding 
goal yet. Here are some project ideas your society 
might want to consider. 

1. Equipment. This is a great way to test the crowdfund-
ing waters. Almost every society could benefit from 
a technology upgrade. Tell your potential donors 
how your society can no longer bear to suffer with 
Windows XP, or that you need laptops that can oper-
ate on batteries long enough to help someone in your 

library. Don’t try asking for furniture or paying for a 
database service agreement; it won’t ring a bell with 
your donors.

2. Program launch. Your society wants to meet its goal 
of educating its members, so it has decided to launch 
a webinar series or perhaps create some short videos 
to reach the public at large.

3. Capital campaign. As mentioned before, capital cam-
paigns do not necessarily make the best crowdfund-
ing campaigns. For example, don’t expect to raise 
millions for a new library. However, say your society 
has built a new library and is in need of paying off its 
loan. Your crowdfunding donors just need a deadline 
and a reward. If $100,000 will pay off the loan, tell 
your supporters that is what you are trying to raise.

4. Record preservation. Many societies have records 
that are unique to its locale and need to be made 
more accessible to the public. A crowdfunding cam-
paign can help offset the costs of trying to digitize the 
records and place them online.

Rewards
Remember that part about getting clever with rewards? 
Think this through before you launch the campaign. 
Individuals don’t want to give you a $25 donation only 
to get a $1 trinket. First of all, they have enough trinkets 
around the house. Secondly, they can do the math. You 
need to give your donors recognition, and unique value 
they can proudly share with family and friends. Putting 
their name on a website is a good starting point, but 
as the pledges get bigger, the rewards need to get more 
special, not necessarily more expensive. Start with some-
thing small, maybe just a Tweet thank you. Then scale 
your rewards and watch donors fight for limited-edition 
rewards. This adds a game element for donors, and that 
can encourage more participation.

Summary
According to the National Philanthropic Trust’s 2013 
Annual Report, online donations grew by 13.5 percent, 
while overall donations grew by just 4.9 percent. Crowd-
funding campaigns are starting to take off in the non-
profit sector, enabling them to reach a wider audience in 
a creative way. Don’t you want your society to be seen as 
an innovator rather than one that is out of date? If your 
society is in need of money—and new members—per-
haps crowdfunding should be given a closer look.
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A crowdfunding campaign
can help offset the costs 
of digitizing records and 
placing them online.
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Genealogists know the importance of preserv-
ing their research. Most, if not all, backup their 
computers and mobile devices on a regular 

basis. But what about the data not stored on a computer 
or mobile device, but on a blog, website, Gmail, or 
social media account? Although posted images and vid-
eos may already exist elsewhere on a computer, external 
hard drive, or DVD, messages and comments may not. 
While chances are slim of losing all data on sites such 
as Facebook, Twitter, or Google, horror stories do exist 
of individuals having online accounts closed or hacked. 
Besides, technology is ever changing; service providers 
come and go. All good reasons why having a backup 
plan is crucial for online data.

Backup tips
The process can be daunting, especially if your online 
data can be found in multiple places, but you can start 
by following these basic steps.

1. Identify where all your content is located on the 
Internet, including e-mail if you have a free account 
with Yahoo, AOL, Hotmail, Google, etc. 

2. Decide which information is especially important to 
you.

3. Export selected data.
4. Organize the information into individual files, giv-

ing them descriptive names.
5. Make at least two copies of your selected data, store 

in different locations, and remember to check your 

saved files at least once a year and to create new 
media copies every five years or when necessary to 
avoid data loss.

Social network accounts
On the blog Digital Marketing Ramblings, Craig Smith 
has compiled a list of seven hundred social networks in 
use today. However, according to The Radicati Group’s 
E-mail Statistics Report released April 2013, the average 
number of social networks per user is three. Whether 
you have three accounts or five hundred, each social 
network site offers a slightly different method to back 
up your social media presence. Here are some of the top 
social network sites and how to archive your data.

Backing up your personal Facebook profile is pretty 
easy. Log into your Facebook account and click the 
lock icon to the upper right of the page. Click Settings 
and underneath the General Account Settings you will 
see a link to download a copy of your Facebook data. 
Clicking on the button Start My Archive will ask you to 
re-enter your password for security purposes. Accord-
ing to Facebook’s Help section, the data archived “in-
cludes a lot of the same information available to you in 
your account and activity log, including your Timeline 

By Susan Zacharias, ogsf

Preserving your Online  Content
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info, posts you have shared, messages, photos and more. 
Additionally, it includes information that is not avail-
able simply by logging into your account, like the ads 
you have clicked on, data like the IP addresses that are 
logged when you log into or out of Facebook, and more.” 
The download may take a while for the information to 
be gathered and you will then be asked to verify your 
identity again to protect the security of your account.

Keep in mind that your Facebook archived informa-
tion will lose the general look and feel of your profile 
and Facebook decides what is and what is not archived. 
However, there are other free tools to help with your 
Facebook archive. For example, Archive Facebook is 
a Firefox add-on. This “is a free tool that allows you to 
save content from your Facebook account directly to 
your hard drive. Archive your photos, messages, activity 
stream, friends list, notes, events and groups.”

But, what about the photos you have been tagged in? 
If a Facebook user decides to leave, so do their photos. 
To capture those photos before they leave Facebook or 
“unfriend” you, try free programs like PhotoGrabber or 
IFTTT (If This Then That).

Twitter allows you to request a copy of your Twitter 
Archive and is also a fairly easy process. Login to Twit-
ter and click your picture icon in the upper-right corner 
and click Settings. Under Content you will be able to 
click to request your archive. As with Facebook, you will 
have to wait for the archive to be prepared. 

Google Takeout is the official way to backup infor-
mation from Google+ and all other Google services, 
including YouTube or Picasa. Visit Google Takeout 
and log into your account. Click on your profile picture 
in the upper right of the page and then click Account. 
Scroll to Account Tools where you can select a link to 
download your data. You can also create an archive of 
your Google products. Downloaded data will be sent as 
a ZIP file and you will be sent an e-mail with a link to 
download your data. The link is only good for one week 

though. You can also choose to have the archived data 
sent to Google Drive.

Your LinkedIn account can include several types of 
data and activity, including contacts and messages. You 
can request a download of your LinkedIn data from 
your Privacy & Settings page. You may be asked to login 
again after selecting Privacy & Settings. Click the Ac-
count tab near the bottom of the page and then select 
“Request an archive of your data” under the Helpful 
Links section. The data that is available to archive will 
include account information, a list of your first degree 
connections, photos uploaded, endorsements and 
recommendations, content, and more. Like other social 
media sites, you will have to wait to receive an e-mail 
that your archived data is ready to be downloaded.

Instagram is an online mobile photo and video-sharing 
and social networking service that allows users take 
pictures and videos and share them on a variety of 
social networking platforms, such as Facebook, Twit-
ter, Tumblr and Flickr. To download your Instagram 
account, you must use Instaport, which bills itself as 
“a simple way to save all your Instagram photos to your 
local hard drive.” Visit the Instaport site and sign in 
with your Instagram account, select your export options 
and start downloading your images. Unlike other social 
media sites, you will have to keep checking back to the 
site to see when your archive is ready, as no confirma-
tion e-mail will be sent. The time it takes to archive 
your images will depend on how many images you have 
uploaded to Instagram.

Pinterest is a popular site that allows you to pin visual 
bookmarks for just about anything that interests you 
on the web. Like Instagram, you must use a third-party 
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service to backup and archive your Pinterest boards, and 
the service Pinterest prefers is Pin4Ever, which allows 
its users to backup all Pinterest boards and to restore 
your boards from the backup, amongst other features. 
The backup feature is not a part of their free service. 
That feature starts at $4.99 a month under the site’s basic 
plan with a premium plan available. Pinterest does allow 
its users to make a copy of their boards and save them to 
a PDF file. Depending on the amount of boards a user 
has, this option could be time-consuming.

WordPress and other blogs
Many countless hours are spent on blogs, by not only 
genealogists, but societies, genealogy-related businesses, 
libraries, etc. These blogs typically include posts, photos, 
videos, comments, tags, and more that may be irreplace-
able if ever lost. WordPress includes several manual and 
automatic ways to do backups. A detailed description of 
how to archive your WordPress blog can be found here. 

Help with importing or exporting your Blogger account 
can be found here. Depending on the frequency of your 
blog posts, you may wish to back up your blog on a 
frequent basis.

Third-party backup services
There is no shortage of free or affordable backup ser-
vices offering to back up your social media content. Fol-
lowing are some of the more popular sites to help you 
backup your online content.

Backupify, according to its homepage, “gives you 
the power to find, restore and manage any and all 
cloud-based data—even old and deleted files.” Unfor-
tunately it appears this particular service primarily 
focuses on automated backups of your personal Face-
book, Twitter, Google Apps (Gmail, Drive, Calendar, 
Sites, etc.), Salesforce, and Box accounts. The service 
is costly, although it does offer single-user pricing for 
Google Apps at $3 a month.

SocialSafe allows you to download everything from 
your online social network accounts. It offers a free plan 
enabling you to archive up to four social network ac-
counts, including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Linke-
dIn, Google+, Pinterest, Viadeo, Flickr, as well individ-
ual blogs. SocialSafe also offers a premium plan starting 
at $6.99 per year for four social network accounts, which 
provides extra features than the basic plan.

Frostbox is an automated daily backup service 
that provides a protected and encrypted archive of 
your social media accounts, including Twitter, Gmail, 
LinkedIn, Flickr, Instagram, Foursquare, Tumblr, and 
Evernote, with Facebook to be offered soon. Unlike 
SocialSafe, there is no free plan and pricing starts at 
$6.99 per month.

Conclusion
As you have discovered, there are many ways to preserve 
your online content. Consider adding the backup of 
your online content to your existing computer backup 
plan. Because whether the data is on your computer, or 
somewhere in the cloud, when it’s gone, it’s gone.
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There is no shortage of free 
or affordable backup services 
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By Joseph F. Martin

Private Nicholas J. Martin

The history of the United States contains many 
wars, and the soldiers in the various military 
forces created multiple records of their service. 

Family historians seeking papers for Revolutionary War 
and Civil War personnel will find textual files and online 
databases with information about specific soldiers. 
Those searching World War I veterans will have a more 
challenging task, considering that the disastrous 1973 
fire at the National Personnel Records Center in St. 
Louis destroyed millions of US Army files. That should 
not deter anyone from exploring other options to locate 
World War I documents for Army veterans. The re-
search for Private Nicholas J. Martin is a case in point.

Born on 20 March 1889 in Szabolcs, Baranya, 
Hungary, Nicholas was the son of Anton Martin and 
Margaret Müller,1 natives of Mucsi, Tolna, Hungary. He 
immigrated with his mother and siblings in 1893,2 nine 
months after his father settled in Mansfield Borough, 
Pennsylvania, and started work in the coal mines near 
Bridgeville. Nick grew up in the area and attended pub-
lic school to fifth grade and later started work. In 1916 
he and his sister Josephine Martin moved to Detroit 
where he found employment in the auto industry. Thus, 
on 5 June 1917 Nick registered for the draft in Ward 
15 in Detroit. He resided at 1360 Helen, gave his age as 
28, and said he was born on 19 March 1889 in Germa-
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ny. A machinist at Packard Motor Company, he was of 
medium build, medium height, and had blue eyes and 
black hair.3 While other World War I papers may not 
be located as quickly, perhaps family members could 
provide some helpful clues.

Two of Nick’s sisters and his only nephew had little 
information, but every clue helped to recreate his service 
in the US Army. They recalled that Nick carried a rifle, 
that he was gassed during World War I, and that he was 
treated at the Veterans Hospital in Chicago when he 
returned. His sisters kept a studio picture of Nick in his 
Army uniform and a long, yellowed and rolled, pano-
ramic photograph of a ship with the inscription U.S.S. 
Von Steuben, which did not appear to be a military 
vessel. In addition, Nick’s grave stone was a document in 
itself. It read: Nicholas J. Martin, Michigan, Private Co 
F 310 Engineers, World War I, and gave the dates of his 
life, 18 March 1889–9 Sept 1956.4 The first facets of the 
military history for Nicholas Martin started to unfold—
he served in the army as an engineer, carried a rifle, and 
was gassed at some time. While he had emigrated on 
the U.S.S. State of California, the role of the U.S.S. Von 
Steuben in his life was a mystery. Further research might 
explain the connection.

Just as professional researchers advise that some 
documents from a “burned” county courthouse might 
be available in alternate locations, the same holds for 

military registers. Requests mailed to the National 
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis may not produce 
any records, but it is always worth the attempt to see 
what might be available. The initial request for Nicholas 
Martin on Standard Form 180, “Request Pertaining to 
Military Records,” produced National Archives Form 
13164. The new facts included Nick’s Service Num-
ber, 2042463, which could be crucial to locating other 
papers. Some details showed that he entered service in 
Detroit, Michigan, and was discharged as a Private in 
Unit 3 at Camp Dix, New Jersey. His dates of service 
were 27 April 1918 to 4 May 1919, and his decorations 
included the World War I Victory Medal and the World 
War I Victory Button.5 Other items on the form were 
marked N/A including his salary, his military education, 
and a photograph. Still these were significant new details 
to add to his biography and suggested that other records 
could be available. The search for information about 
Nicholas Martin was producing worthwhile answers.

Answers do not always come from expected plac-
es. Online searches can often be fruitless, and at other 
times they can produce amazing results. A new search 
for World War I military records resulted in the article 
“World War I Statement of Service Cards” by Lynna Kay 
Shuffield. She noted that the July 1973 fire in St. Louis 
destroyed 16 to 18 million Army and Air Corps person-
nel files for which there were no duplicate copies, nor 
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any microfilm records. The 
Navy and Marine Corps files 
were not damaged. She stat-
ed that other World War I 
papers are available. In 1922 
the US Selective Service Sys-
tem Senate Bill 2922 author-
ized the Secretary of War to 
furnish every State Adjutant 
General with the Statement 
of Service Cards for military 
men who enlisted from their 
state, not necessarily the 
state where the individuals 
were living or were born.6 
Since Nick served from 
Michigan, his service card 
should be in Lansing. The 
Michigan Adjutant Gener-
al’s Office reported that the 
cards were at the Archives of 
Michigan.

The Archives of Michigan prepared Circular No 4, 
“Military Records: War Records,” which include World 
War I documents. The first set was titled “Census of 
World War I Veterans,” which contained a veteran’s 
self-reported information gathered by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution of Michigan. Nick’s form gave 
the typical biographical facts plus some new particulars. 
He entered Camp Custer near Battle Creek, Michigan, 
on 27 April 1918 and was a Private in Company E 339th 
Infantry. He later moved to Company F 310th Engi-
neers which was part of the 85th Division of the Army. 
He served overseas from 12 August 1918 to 19 April 
1919, was engaged in the operations at St. Mihiel and 
Meuse-Argonne, and was then part of the Army of Oc-
cupation. Nick was discharged at Camp Dix, New Jersey, 
on 4 May 1919 as part of the demobilization.7

Further information came from the “World War I 
Bonus Files,” which are the Statement of Service Cards 
reported by Lynna Shuffield. The details were compara-
ble to what was on Nick’s military census form, although 
his time served overseas was reported as 21 July 1918 
to 19 April 1919, a clear discrepancy.8 His place of birth 
was listed as Linker, Austria, but his baptism certificate 
proved that to be incorrect. The third document for 
Nick was from the “World War I Bonus Claim Regis-

ters,” which showed that he had applied for a military 
bonus of $180 on 18 June 1921, and it was approved the 
same day.9 In 1921, the Michigan legislature passed a bill 
that provided for a payment of $15 per month of service 
to the state’s World War I veterans and nurses. The state 
took out a $30 million loan to finance the bonus pay-
ments, and all payments were made by the end of 1932.10 
Thus, despite the St. Louis fire which destroyed Nick’s 
army file, other documents in another archive preserved 
many details of his service. As more information was 
located, the story of his military career was expanding.

The journal article, “World War I Service Records” 
by Michael Knapp led to more details. The author 
explained the availability of four sets of World War I 
files maintained by the National Archives and Records 
Administration: personnel records, army transport 
passenger lists, casualty lists, and burial case files. The 
Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General 
contain lists of incoming passengers (1917–1923), and 
lists of outgoing passengers (1917–1926). These files 
are arranged alphabetically by name of ship, then by 
date of sailing, then by regiment, and finally by compa-
ny.11 Given that Nick had the photograph of a ship, and 
given that he had served overseas until 19 April 1919, it 
was time to investigate if he had traveled on the U.S.S. 

Nicholas J. Martin Grave Stone. From the collection of the author.
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Von Steuben. An online search of the historic New York 
Times found that the Von Steuben had arrived in New 
York on 19 April 1919, having departed from Brest, 
France, on 11 April 1919.12 The evidence was compelling 
that he traveled on that ship.

The next step involved hiring a Washington, DC, 
researcher to locate and copy the passenger list where 
Nicholas Martin appeared. It was essential to send all the 
details about Nick’s service to help locate the passenger 
list, because some troop ships carried thousands of re-
turning servicemen. The results were worth the wait and 
worth the fee. The U.S.S. Von Steuben had departed from 
France on 11 April 1919 and had arrived in Hoboken, 
New Jersey, on 19 April 1919 at 10:15 a.m. The point of 
embarkation at the top of the page was “Kerhuon Hospital 
Center, Brest, France,” and the typed title on the page was 
“Walking Cases Required No Dressings.” Nicholas J. Mar-
tin was listed as a Private; Service Number 2042463; Reg-
iment 310 Engineers; Next of kin Anton Martin, father; 
Address Bridgeville, Pennsylvania.13 The ship list verified 
that Nick had returned home as a wounded veteran, 
giving circumstantial evidence that he had been gassed. 
In fact, the ship returned “600 men of Brest convalescent 

detachments.”14 With all these details, was it possible to 
locate more evidence of Nick’s military service?

Published by Mitchell Yockelson, the article “They 
Answered the Call” reported on papers available for US 
soldiers who served in the Great War. He said that Sec-
retary of War, Newton D. Baker noted that over 25 per 
cent of the entire male population of the United States 
between the ages of 18 and 31 were in military service, 
and half of them served overseas. He stated that not 
all the Army files were destroyed in the 1973 fire, and 
some were available at the National Archives. Among 
those he described were documents for enlisted men, 
Records of U.S. Army Mobile Units, 1821–1942, RG 391. 
These registers included a series of special orders that 
authorized a soldier to wear a wound chevron, and the 
reports contained the soldier’s name, type of wound, and 
date of wound. The image he included showed a partial 
page, and some of the men had been gassed.15 A letter 
from the National Archives at College Park, Maryland, 
indicated that a careful search of RG 391 found no entry 
for Nicholas Martin, and an on-site search by a local 
researcher produced the same result. Thus, he never 
received a wound chevron.

Kerhoun Hospital in Brest, France. Open Source Photograph. 
http://history.amedd.army.mil/booksdocs/wwi/adminamerexp/chapter23.html
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Although no military record showed evidence that 
Nick was gassed, it is possible to speculate on the time 
and place of his injury. The fact the St. Mihiel battle 
occurred on 12–15 September 1918 and the Meuse 
Argonne offensive was from 26 September 1918 to 11 
November 1918 might provide a clue. If he had been 
gassed in the first battle, he might not have been able to 

continue his work with the 310th 
Engineers. But he did serve at 
Meuse-Argonne, so it is possible 
that he was gassed at that time. 
From 1–10 October 1918 the 
US forces moved forward and 
endured artillery barrages and gas 
attacks by the Germans.16 Follow-
ing the signing of the armistice in 
early November, Nicholas Martin 
could have been treated for his 
wound in a medical facility before 
he moved to the Kerhuon Hos-
pital Center. If other World War 
I Army papers become available 
in the future, the details about his 
injury might be uncovered.

More documents for Nick 
might turn up from a Google 
query. Deciding what to enter in 
the search box can be challenging, 
and some of the first attempts 
produced no worthwhile results. 
But a more specific request turned 
up a startling find. These phrases 
were used exactly: “Company F” 
310th Engineers “Camp Custer.” 
Among the results was a book 
that had been sold on eBay in July 
2011, Company F 310th Engineers, 
U.S. Army Engineers in Review 
WWI, 1917–1919. Although 
the book had been sold, it was 
possible that other copies existed. 
A search of WorldCat through a 
local library showed that the same 
27-page book was available at the 
US Army Heritage and Education 
Center in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.17 
It was 11” by 14” and included a 

history, photographs, map, diary, panoramic unit photo, 
and unit roster. Since it was a non-circulating text, it 
was necessary to obtain digital images through a local 
researcher.

The book was provocative and detailed. One page paid 
tribute to the officers of Company F 310th Engineers, 
another provided a history of the regiment, and two pages 

Nicholas J. Martin. From the collection of the author.
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contained a roster of the servicemen that the compiler 
was able to collect. The eight page diary began when the 
men landed at Liverpool, England, on 3 August 1918 
and concluded with the return trip to the United States 
from 17–25 June 1919. The troops traveled on the U.S.S. 
Mobile from Brest to Hoboken, New Jersey,18 arriving 
two months after Nicholas Martin, who traveled in April 
because of his wounded status. The diary was almost a 
daily journal of what happened during their service as 
they built and repaired roads and bridges 
that were damaged or destroyed by the 
battles in France. Some diary entries were 
detailed—“September 13, 1918: We had 
our first look at real warfare: the sight of 
German prisoners coming back, com-
bined with the sights provided by our 
own artillery fire made us forget our own 
fatigue.”19 The multiple recollections were 
from soldiers who had been in the midst 
of the fighting. Twelve pages of snapshots 
of individual engineers complement 
other photos that enhance the diary. 
The centerfold opened to a four page 
panoramic picture of the entire unit. The 
history verified one of the family stories: 
“The latter part of April and the month of 
May (1918) found us on the rifle range.”20 
Nick Martin was listed in the roster, and 
his snapshot was in the book.

The volume contained the names and 
photos of eight officers, two captains, and 
six lieutenants. This information prompt-
ed a search for more details at Fold3, a 
database of original US military records, 
including some from the National Ar-
chives. Using the Browse function and 
narrowing the focus from World War I 
documents down to the 310th Engineers 
produced fourteen “World War I Officer 
Experience Reports” from the files of the 
American Expeditionary Force, including 
all but one of the men pictured in the 
book.21 The reports are one, two, or three 
page typed summaries of each officer’s 
recollection of what happened during 
the months spent on the front in France. 
These reports plus the diary in the book 

offer a detailed synopsis of the involvement of the engi-
neers in the regiment, and they present a wealth of infor-
mation for the military biography of Nicholas Martin.

Lt. Bernard Berssenbrugge reported that the engi-
neers boarded the English ship H.M.S. Grampian on 
21 July 1918 and departed New York harbor the next 
day arriving in Liverpool on 3 August 1918.22 So the 
ship on which Nick traveled to France was revealed 
in his report. Major W. E. Dick wrote that on Sep-

World War I Victory Medal. Used with permission.
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tember 17, 1918 “we were certainly right at the front 
now, guns were booming on all sides, and ahead of 
us we could see the glare where the Germans were 
burning stores in their retreat.”23 In his summary Lt. 
Col. David Duller noted: “Through the St. Mihiel and 
Meuse-Argonne operations full appreciation of war 
has been enjoyed…All officers and men were imme-
diately alive to the conditions.” He wrote about trying 
to sleep in a Ford “with only side curtains for pro-
tection from rain and wind,” and later noted, “When 
finally getting into a rat-infested dugout, it seemed 
like the most comfortable place one could wish for.”24 
The Duller file held twelve photos of the 310th Engi-
neers rebuilding bridges in Stenay, France, after the 
signing of the armistice. All the officer reports gave a 
“You Are There” picture of what Nick Martin endured 
during his military service. His family acquired a 
different perception of the gentleman they knew who 
lived in Chicago and Detroit after the war.

Finally, an Internet search for World War I Victory 
Medal was successful. Several medals were posted on 
eBay, and one medal had two clasps attached, one for 
St. Mihiel and one for Meuse-Argonne. A short e-mail 

request to the seller for permission to copy the posted 
image for one time use in a publication resulted in a one 
word response, “Granted.”25 Another search in Google 
Images for Company F 310th Engineers located a pho-
tograph of soldiers disembarking from the U.S.S. Von 
Steuben in Hoboken, New Jersey, on 19 April 1919, the 
exact ship and the exact date on which Nicholas Martin 
arrived home!26 A similar request to use the photo in a 
publication also produced a positive response.27

Research for the military history of Private Nicholas 
J. Martin showed that documents for World War I sol-
diers can be located. Although the 1973 fire in St. Louis 
destroyed the files of millions of US Army veterans, 
other repositories held papers and reports that recon-
structed his World War I military profile. Not only did 
thorough research uncover many records for him, but 
the results verified family stories about his service with 
Company F 310th Engineers, although the Veterans 
Hospital in Chicago was unable to find any report of his 
treatment, since the records do not date to World War 
I. Family historians seeking information about a World 
War I Army veteran need to conduct comprehensive 
research in order to achieve reasonable success.

U. S. Troops arriving on 19 April 1919 aboard USS Von Steuben. Used with Permission.
https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/

https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/


Joseph F. Martin is the foremost researcher of the Anton 
Martin family of Bridgeville, Pennsylvania, and Detroit, 
Michigan. Author, researcher and educator, he is a De La 
Salle Christian Brother at Lewis University in Romeoville, 
Illinois. He is a member of the National Genealogical So-
ciety, the International Society of Family History Writers 

and Editors, and an alumnus of Samford University’s In-
stitute of Genealogy and Historical Research. His articles 
have appeared in the NGS Magazine, Rodziny, Heritage 
Quest, Polish Eaglet, Everton’s Family History Maga-
zine, and the Quarterly of the Illinois State Genealogical 
Society.

Endnotes
1  Római Katólikus Egyház, Szabolcs (Baranya, Hungary), 

Anyakönyvek, 1783–1895, [Roman Catholic Church Parish 
registers of birth, marriage, and death for Szabolcs, Baranya, 
Hungary], Baptisms 1833–1895, p. 689, no. 49, Nicholas J. 
Martin baptism (1889); FHL microfilm 601952.

2  Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 
1820–1897, microfilm publication M237C (Washington, DC: 
National Archives and Records Service, 1962), roll 592, SS 
State of California, 3 July 1893, entry for Michel Marton.

3  World War I Selective Service System Draft Registration Cards, 
1917–1918, Rolls MA146-MN30, microfilm publication 
M1509I (Washington, DC: National Archives and Records 
Service, n.d.), roll MI48, 5 June 1917 for Nicholas J. Martin, 
Detroit, Michigan.

4  Mount Olivet Cemetery (Detroit, Michigan), Nicholas J. 
Martin, stone, Section E, Plot 1137.

5  “Information Releasable under the Freedom of Information 
Act” (N.A. Form 13164), 22 August 2002, Nicholas J. Martin, 
National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri.

6  Lynna Kay Shuffield, “World War I Statement of Service 
Cards,” Our Loose Ends Genealogy Column, 11 November 
1999; (http://www.lksfriday.com/Column/COLUMN-013.
htm: accessed 30 September 2013).

7  Nicholas J. Martin, Census of World War I Veterans, 1918–
1921, Records of Department of Military Affairs, Wayne 
County, Michigan; Record Group (RG) 78-92, Vol. 313, 
Archives of Michigan, Lansing.

8  Nicholas J. Martin, World War I Bonus Files, 1921–1932, De-
partment of Military Affairs, Personnel Division; RG 84-107, 
Box 8, Reel 5891, Archives of Michigan, Lansing.

9  Nicholas J. Martin, World War I Bonus Claim Registers, 
1921–1958, Veterans’ Bonus Division, RG 84-91, Vol. 2, no. 
44900, Archives of Michigan, Lansing.

10  “Over There: A Family History Mystery Solution,” Seeking 
Michigan, Archives of Michigan, Lansing, (http://seeking-
michigan.org/look/2013/11/26/over-there: accessed 25 
August 2013). 

11  Michael G. Knapp, “World War I Service Records.” Prologue: 
Quarterly of the National Archives 22.3 (Fall 1990): 300–2.

12  “Shipping and Mails,” New York Times (1857–1922); 20 April 
1919; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times 
(1851–2009) p. 23.

13  Nicholas J. Martin, U.S.S. Von Steuben, List of Military 
Personnel Returning to the United States, line 45, National 
Archives, College Park, Maryland, Record Group 92 (Trans-

portation Service, War Department), Entry 2060, (Incoming 
Passengers 1917–1923), Box 349, Stack Area 370, Row 69, 
Compartment 35, Shelf 3.

14  “5,404 More Yanks Home,” Chicago Daily Tribune (1872–
1922); 20 April 1919; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago 
Tribune (1849–1989) p. 5. 

15  Mitchell Yockelson, “They Answered the Call: Military 
Service in the United States Army During World War I, 
1917–1919.” Prologue: Quarterly of the National Archives 30.3 
(Fall 1998): 228–34. 

16  “Meuse-Argonne: A Decisive Battle,” First Division Museum 
at Cantigny, 1s151 Winfield Road, Wheaton, IL 60189-3353. 
(http://www.firstdivisionmuseum.org/museum/online/
toward_the_front/argonne/default.aspx: accessed 12 No-
vember 2013). 

17  US Army Heritage and Education Center, 950 Soldiers Drive, 
Carlisle, PA 17013, (http://www.carlisle.army.mil/ahec: 
accessed 15 September 2013). 

18  Emil F. Schmidt, compiler, Co. F, 310th Engineers in Review: 
1917–1919. (Milwaukee: E. F. Schmidt Company, 1945). 

19  Schmidt, p. 8. 
20  Schmidt, p. 5. 
21  “World War I American Expeditionary Forces, Officer 

Experience Reports,” digital images, Fold3 (http://fold3.com: 
accessed 3 October 2013), Co. F, 310th Engineers. 

22  “World War I American Expeditionary Forces, Officer 
Experience Reports,” digital images, Fold3 (http://fold3.
com: accessed 3 October 2013), Co. F, 310th Engineers, 
entry for Lt. Bernard Berssenbrugge, 21 December 1918, 
citing NARA Historical Reports of the Chief Engineer, 
compiled 05/26/1917 – 08/31/1920, documenting the period 
04/01/1917 – 08/31/1920. RG 120. 

23  “World War I American Expeditionary Forces, Officer Ex-
perience Reports,” entry for Major W. E. Dick, 16 December 
1918. 

24  “World War I American Expeditionary Forces, Officer Expe-
rience Reports,” entry for Lt. Col. David Duller, 16 December 
1918.

25  Alanho73, “1811Martin has sent a message,” e-mail to Joseph 
F. Martin, 25 November 2013. 

26 “Just Returned from Overseas.” 1919. Hoboken Historical 
Museum. Hoboken, New Jersey. (https://www.hobokenmu-
seum.org: accessed 25 November 2013): No. 2001.206.0001.

27  David Webster, “WWI Photo Question,” e-mail to Joseph F. 
Martin, 25 November 2013. 

Back to TOC

23   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 26 Issue 4

http://www.americanancestors.org
http://www.americanancestors.org
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.ilgensoc.org
http://www.fgs.org
http://www.fgs.org
http://www.fgs.org
http://www.fgs.org


24   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 26 Issue 4

Back to TOC

http://www.familytreedna.com


Back to TOC

If you are the typical genealogist, 
you have a lot of things rat-
tling around in your head. You 

have the goals you want to achieve 
with your research, the questions 
you want to answer, your research 
plans, the brick walls you encoun-
ter, the complicated lives lived by 
your ancestors, and the intricate 
web of relationships between your 
known ancestors and the people 
who surrounded them. While you 
can type all these things into a docu-
ment, you may find that producing a 
simple text-based document doesn’t 
do justice to these ideas. You need 
something more visual. You need a 
mind map.

Mind maps have existed in some 
form or another for hundreds if not 
thousands of years, but the term 
“mind map” first caught on in the 
mid-1970s due to British author and 
presenter Tony Buzan. While those 
earliest mind maps were simply 
hand-drawn on paper, modern 
mind maps can be quickly and easily 
created using installed computer 
software or online services. You can 
even use mind mapping apps de-
signed for tablets and smartphones. 
And because mind mapping has 
been used by the employees of some 
large companies, you will find that 
some mind mapping software can 
set you back hundreds of dollars. 
Fortunately, you can still find great 
mind mapping tools for free, and in 
the remainder of this article, I will 
discuss how a genealogist can use 

a free web-based mind mapping 
service: Coggle.

Creating your free Coggle 
account
Like many online services, there is a 
free version, as well as a paid version 
that provides some extra features. 
We will worry about those extra 
features later, but for now, let’s just 
stick to the free version.

Visit Coggle to create your 
account. While you may notice that 
Coggle uses a web address with an 
Italian domain, in reality Coggle is 
a company registered in England 
and Wales. In fact, the three creators 
of Coggle were graduates of Cam-
bridge. They had looked at a lot of 
other mind-mapping products, but 
had rejected them for being too ex-
pensive, for being unable to support 
collaboration, or for having a poor 
user interface.

In order for you to create your 
account, Coggle does require that 
you already have a Google account, 
which will later enable you to save 
copies of your mind maps in Google 
Drive (if you choose to). After you 
have created your account, you will 
be able to login to Coggle and start 
creating, editing, organizing, and 

sharing your mind maps. (The Cog-
gle service calls the mind maps you 
create “Coggles,” but I will use the 
term “mind map” in the remainder 
of the article.)

Creating your first mind map
The initial screen will show you 
a list of any mind maps that you 
have previously created (obviously 
this will be an empty list if it’s your 
first time), and in the top right is a 
large green CREATE button. After 
you click the CREATE button, you 
will see a screen where you will be 
spending nearly all of your time, 
creating, editing, downloading, and 
sharing.

On the left will be a large 
gray-background area with several 
main sections, with the top one 
being Getting Started, an area that 
will teach you how to do the basic 
things in Coggle. You can click any 
of the six choices in the Getting 
Started area to learn how to do that 
particular task. If you don’t want 
to see that particular section, click 
the “hide” link at the top right, and 
click “show” if you want to see it 
again. The next two sections give 
you instructions on how to use 
keyboard commands and short-

Going out of your mind
(and onto a map)
By Drew Smith, MLS

Drew Smith, MLS
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cuts to accomplish whatever you 
need to do. Below that is a rotating 
Coggle tip, followed by information 
on how to contact the company. If 
you don’t need any of the things in 
any of these sections, you can click 
the small white left arrow to close 
it (and click the small white right 
arrow to open it again later).

The real work gets done in the 
large white-background area on the 
right. You will see a New Coggle 
box, and as you mouse over that 
area, it will tell you that you can 
click on it in order to edit what it 
says (and click and drag it to re-po-
sition it within the work space). You 
can also use your browser’s zoom 
features to make everything larger or 
smaller. I like to start with my area 
zoomed in as large as a I can when 
I start, then I zoom out as I begin to 
add branches to my mind map.

When you click on the New Cog-
gle area, you can type in the central 

idea for that mind map. Whatever 
words you use will become the title 
of the mind map, essentially a file 
name. This can be a single word 
(such as an ancestral surname), 
several words (such as the name of 
an ancestor you are focusing on), or 
even an entire sentence (such as a 
research goal or question). If the text 

is long, and you want to put it into a 
more compact shape using sever-
al lines, click and drag down the 
corner of the box that has the three 
small diagonal lines. Then you can 
go back into the text and use returns 
to push text to the next line. (You 
can also use CTRL-Return  
to force a line break.)

If you mouse over the central 
box, you will see plus signs on either 
end. By clicking on one of these, you 
can add a branch that will connect 
the central box to some other text. 
At the other end of the branch, click 
to add some text. For instance, if 

you were constructing a mind map 
for an ancestor, you might create 
one branch for “birth,” another for 
“marriage,” and so forth.

Each new branch will be in a 
new color, but if you want to change 
that color (and the text that is 
associated with that branch), click 
on the branch itself to display a 
color wheel, then click on the wheel 
to change the color of the branch 
and associated text. For instance, 
if you are using your mind map to 
highlight missing information to 
focus on, you may want to change 
the color of those branches to red 
or some other color that stands out 
from the rest of the map. You can 
also change the length or location 
of the branch by clicking on it and 
dragging it (even to the other side of 
the central box).

You can continue to create new 
branches off the central box by 
clicking on the plus signs at either 
end of the box. You can build your 
mind map in any order you like. For 
instance, you might create all of the 
branches first that branch from the 
central box, or you might start with 
one branch and add everything to 
that branch before moving to the 
next one.

Once you have a branch, you can 
add on to the end of it by clicking 
the plus sign that is at the end of it 
(away from the central box). You 
can keep doing this on any branch, 
adding one or more branches to the 
end to add as much information to 
the map as you like. If you need to 
remove a branch, just hold down 
the ALT key while clicking on the 
plus sign (it rotates to form an X). At 
any point, you can click (and hold) 
on a particular item in order to get 
various editing options.
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Even more editing options
If Coggle could do only those 
things that I have talked about so 
far, it would probably be enough. 
But sometimes you’d like to have 
even more control over the text 
on your map. Coggle makes use 
of a web system known as “Mark-
down,” which resembles a basic 
form of HTML.

For instance, you can make text 
italic by putting a single asterisk 
immediately on either side of the 
text, or make it bold by putting two 
asterisks on either side instead. You 
can strike-through text by putting 
a pair of tilde characters on either 
side. You can play with the size of the 
text by prefacing the text with one or 
more # characters (one for the largest 
size, six in a row for the smallest).

You may find it useful to have 
lists at the end of a branch. You can 
put a single asterisk, hyphen, or 

plus sign followed by a space and 
then the text in order to create an 
unordered (bulleted) list. To create 
a numbered list, just put the lowest 
number you want to use (followed 
by a period and a space and then the 
text). After that, you can use whatev-
er number you want, but Coggle will 
correctly number the items based 
upon the first number you used.

If you are using Coggle as a 
genealogical research tool, creat-
ing possible task (to-do) lists, you 
can have Coggle create these by 
using a hyphen, a space, then a pair 
of square brackets (with either a 
space or an X inside). These will be 
displayed as unchecked (if you had 
enclosed a space) or checked (if you 
had enclosed an X). You can then 
check or uncheck these boxes in the 
display as you need.

In some cases, you might want 
your mind map to include text that 

links to somewhere on the web. 
Once you have inserted these links 
into your mind map text, you will 
be able to follow them by using 
CTRL-click on a Windows system 
or CMD-click on a Mac. (You would 
edit the link by left-clicking.) Coggle 
offers several ways to include and 
display links, but the easiest is to en-
close the full URL of the link within 
a set of angle brackets.

You can also include images 
in your mind map, by putting an 
exclamation point followed imme-
diately by alternative text (en-
closed in square brackets) followed 
immediately by the URL of the 
image (enclosed in parentheses). 
If you want to adjust the size of 
the image, leave a space after the 
URL (before the closing parenthe-
sis) and use the number of height 
pixels, an “x,” and the number of 
width pixels, such as 100x200.
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If, at any point, you make a mis-
take, or otherwise want to go back 
to a previous version of your mind 
map, you can click the clock symbol 
at the top right (it always displays 
the current local time), and you will 
see a list of copies of all your past 
versions of the current map. You can 
click on any of those to see it, and 
you can make a copy of it to work 
from.

Organizing, sharing, and col-
laborating

If you create a number of mind 
maps, you may want to organize 
them for easy finding. On the screen 
where you first login to Coggle you 
will see a gray ADD button to the 
left of CREATE. The ADD button 
lets you create folders in which 
to organize your mind maps. The 

name of each folder will be preced-
ed by an arrow that can be clicked 
on to open the folder (displaying the 
names of the mind maps in it) or to 
close the folder.

At the top of the screen you will 
see an up arrow (for sharing access 
to your mind map) and a down ar-
row (for downloading your mind 
map in one of several formats). 
For instance, you may want to cre-
ate a PDF-format file or PNG-for-
mat file of your mind map, which 
can then be saved to your com-
puter’s hard drive and used in any 
way you like. Of course, if you 
change your mind map, you will 
need to create an updated PDF or 
PNG file to see those changes in 
the downloaded file. You can also 
create a plain text outline of your 
map, or an “.mm” format file that 

can be imported into other mind 
mapping applications.

You can share your mind map in 
a number of ways. For instance, you 
can send it to Facebook or Twitter. 
Or you can generate a link that can 
be published on a website, e-mailed 
to someone, or published via some 
other social media platform.

If you want to do more than 
simply share a view of one of your 
mind maps, you can invite others 
to edit it. You will see a plus sign 
behind and to the right of your own 
image at the top of the screen, which 
allows you to e-mail an invitation to 
their Gmail address. This might be 
useful if you are working on a gene-
alogical research project with one or 
more cousins.

Concluding remarks
If you are a visually oriented re-
searcher, you may find that mind 
maps, no matter which software or 
service you choose to use, are the 
perfect thing for getting the infor-
mation out of your head and onto 
a screen for viewing. They make it 
possible to organize our goals and 
questions into research plans that 
can include checklists of tasks. Or 
they can take a complicated ances-
tral individual or set of ancestral 
individuals and lay them out on the 
screen in an effort to untangle their 
lives and see how they relate to each 
other. This goes far beyond what 
genealogy software can do with 
pedigree charts and other types of 
charts and reports. By using both 
mind maps and typical genealogy 
software, you can quickly see where 
your gaps are and where you need to 
focus your attention.
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Allred Family  
Organization

The Allred Fam-
ily Organiza-
tion (AFO) 

began in 1987 when 
a group of Allred 
descendants gathered 
in Lehi, Utah, for a 
family reunion. They 
knew little about the 
family roots but had 
the desire to expand 
their knowledge. 
Subsequent research 
indicated their Eng-
lish/American ances-
tor was John Allred 
(ca 1635–ca 1695) who 
married Ellen Pember-
ton (1638–1684). Their 
children were: John, 
b. 1660; Mary, b. 1681; William, 
b. 1664/5; Alice, b. 1668; Owen, b. 
1670; Phineas, b. 1672; Enoch, b. 
1675; Theophilus, b. 1677; Ellen, b. 
1679; and Solomon, b 1680.

After many years of research, this 
group has documented that their 
Allred family descended from the 
Allred family of Eccles Parish, Lan-
cashire, England. They are continu-
ing with the examination of parish 
records listing births, deaths, and 
marriages of the Allred, Smith and 
Pemberton families. Among their 
interesting finds is a letter dated 1695 
written by John Allred of Manches-
ter, England, to Phineas Pemberton 
of Bucks County, Pennsylvania. The 
letter was located in the Pemberton 

Collection housed at the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania in downtown 
Philadelphia in 2003.

Known as AFO, the group 
has over 470 members living in 
forty-one different states, as well as 
Canada, Italy, and Mexico. De-
scendants from all branches of the 
Allred family contribute informa-
tion and participate in activities. 
Members receive four yearly news-
letters, voting privileges, and a 
voice in selection of the site of the 
annual reunion. There are several 
Allred reunions held around the 
country each year. Interested in-
dividuals should check the group’s 
website for locations.

The quarterly newsletter, first 
published in October 1989, contains 

a variety of articles, research reports, 
family stories, photos, and news of 
activities and events. Back issues 
have been compiled on a CD and 
sold for $25 for members, $35 for 
nonmembers.
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FGS FORUM 

36 Winter 2010, Volume 22, Number 4     

Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 
Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 
the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware.  [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
Christine Rose

Allred Family Organization

There is even an 

Allred in the White 

House. Visit http://

www.allredfamily.com/

Obama.htm to discov-

er President Barrack 

Obama’s ties to the 

Allred line.

http://www.tva.gov
http://www.allredfamily.com/Obama.htm
http://www.allredfamily.com/Obama.htm
http://www.allredfamily.com/Obama.htm
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Appleby Heritage  
Association
The Appleby Heritage Association 
was born from an idea in 1979 in 
Phoenix, Arizona, for a central 
place where Appleby research-
ers could share genealogy data. 
The research centers on the 1790 
migration from Pennsylvania to 
Georgia of the William Appleby 
family, with the Leepers migrating 
somewhat later. When Allen Leeper 
was twenty-three, he made a return 
trip from Georgia back to Pennsyl-
vania with William Appleby, Robert 
Cowden, and James Leeper. The 
four traveled on horseback from 
the Elbert County, Georgia, area to 
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. 
As the organization developed, in-
formation was gathered on Apple-
bys throughout America. 

Among the items of interest 
at their website are some articles 
published in their newsletter, some 
biographies, cemetery inscriptions, 
and other records for research. 
Some families have posted pho-
tos of their Appleby branches. A 
descendant chart index allows 
users to click on a name to learn 
more about that particular Appleby 
line, some which includes mar-
velous early photos. A section on 
military records has some selected 
items from the Revolutionary War 
through the conflict in Afghanistan. 
Though not complete, it nonethe-
less may be of interest. 

The association does not charge 
for members. Interested individuals 
should check out the Appleby Herit-
age website for further information.

Revisited
In my December 1995 column, one 
of the societies featured was the 

Haskell Family Association. The 
association is still going strong and 
have a website of interest to those 
researching this family. The ob-
jective of this group is to research, 
assemble, edit and publish the 
history of the Haskell family. The 
group also publishes a quarterly 
journal for their members to keep 
them informed of their board’s 

actions and to send other news 
of interest to the members. The 
group also sponsors reunions from 
time to time and encourage small-
er reunions, as well as regional and 
local reunions.

Appleby Heritage Association

Haskell Family Association

http://www.tva.gov/river/landandshore/culturalresources/cemeteries.htm
http://www.cyndislist.com/maps.htm
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The Guild of One-Name Stud-
ies (the Guild), headquar-
tered in London, England, is 

one of the larger member societies 
of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies (FGS). The Guild is the 
center for research on individual 
surnames. Its 2,700 members 
worldwide study 8,750 individual 
surnames. Thirty countries are rep-
resented among its members.

The Guild was started in 1979 
and assists members with exchang-
ing information about one-name 
studies, as well as sharing and 
publishing their information. The 
organization was set up as a guild 
because the founders considered its 
members akin to skilled craftsmen.

A one-name study is a project 
researching all occurrences of an 
individual surname and its linked 
variants. Descendants of a given sur-
name are not required to be related 
by DNA. A one-name study can 
be an individual activity or shared 
among a group of researchers.

Membership in the Guild is 
open to individuals (not groups, 
but groups can be represented by an 
individual). You do not have to have 
to register or commit to a specific 
surname to join the organization. 
You can register a surname at any 
time in the future if you are inclined 
to do so.

Recently the Guild has added 
three new services to the benefits 
they offer members:

1. Lodging of surname interests: a 
pilot project enabling members 
to record surname interests other 
than their registered name(s). 
This provides members with the 
ability to record an interest in a 
surname without having to regis-
ter a full-blown one-name study.

2. Study associate: a project to 
introduce study associates to en-
able members to collaborate on 
a one-name study, thus making 
it easier for members to work 
together on large studies, such 
as the surname Smith which has 
recently been registered by a 
Guild member. This project will 
be helpful when multiple people 
are collaborating on different 
aspects of research into a sur-
name. It should also help where 
the member who has registered 
the name is no longer actively 

conducting research, allowing 
another person to provide new 
input. In addition it will provide 
for continuity when the member 
who has registered the study 
leaves the Guild or decides they 
no longer want to be the formal 
owner.

3. Website preservation: a pilot 
project enabling members to 
preserve their one-name study 
websites with the Guild. The 
proposal is for the Guild to host 
the one-name study websites 
of members that relate to their 
registered surname(s). A ma-
jor purpose of the project is to 
enable the one-name website of 
each participating member to 
continue indefinitely as a live 
website after the member has 
died or ceased to be a member of 
the Guild.

The Guild of  
One-Name Studies
By Marian Pierre-Louis

Marian Pierre-Louis

Taken at the Federation of Genealogical Societies (USA) show in September 
2011, showing two of the Guild’s local representatives and a Guild visitor
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Publications
The Guild publishes a quarterly 
journal which is available to mem-
bers both in print and online. The 
Guild also prints an annual regis-
ter of surnames. The most recent 
journal contains thirty-two pages 
of feature articles, Guild reports, 
news and events, as well as regular 
columns and book reviews.

There are many Guild activities 
and events for members to choose 
from. Each month there are com-
mittee meetings typically held in 
London. There are also family history 
fairs and regional events. The Guild 
hosts monthly Google+ hangouts, 
one for Europe and Australia and 
one for Europe and the Americas. 
The hangouts are live and afterward 
available on the Guild YouTube 
channel for later viewing. The Guild 
also maintains an online discussion 
forum and a bulletin board.

Annual conference
The Guild holds an annual confer-
ence. The 36th Guild conference will 
be held 27–29 March 2015 in Brigg, 
Lincolnshire, England. The confer-
ence theme is Collaboration, Coop-
eration and Communication. Details 
about the speakers and sessions can 
be found on the Guild website. 

YouTube is a great source for 
information about the Guild and 
its activities. There is quite a large 
selection of videos available. Videos 
are best approached by selecting the 
playlist option and then choosing 
among topics such as forthcoming 
events, past Guild seminars, hang-
outs, conference presentations, and 
Guild how to’s.

The Guild regards volunteering 
as a worthy activity and encourages 
members to volunteer within the 

organization in ways that suit their 
interest and skills. A particular call 
has been put out for volunteers to 
help with the Seminar Subcommit-
tee. The current chairman of the 
Guild is Corrine Godenough and 
the registrar in charge of registering 
surname projects is Susan Hundleby.

Annual membership in the Guild 

costs £15 (approximately US$23.50 
at writing).

For more information about the 
Guild of One-Name Studies visit 
their website. You can also write to 
the Guild at Box G, 14 Charterhouse 
Buildings, Goswell Road, London, 
EC1M 7BA, UK or call (from the US 
and Canada) (800) 647-4100.

Taken at the Family History Expo in Loveland, Colorado, in June 2011,  
again showing the Guild’s local representative and a Guild member

This one was taken at the Who-Do-You-Think-You-Are-Live! show at  
Olympia, London, England, in February 2011.  This annual three-day show,  
a spinoff from the Who-Do-You-Think-You-Are TV show, is the foremost 
Family History event in Britain and is extremely well attended. 

http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org
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WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE THIS
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT TOOL
FOR GENEALOGY SOCIETIES.

BECAUSE YOU HELPED
DESIGN IT.

YOU WANT IT TO BE EASY.
You don’t need to know anything special 

about computers to use EasyNetSites. If you 
can use a word processor and fill out a form, 

you have all the necessary skills to create, 
maintain and update your own website.

YOU WANT IT TO BE POWERFUL.
In no time at all you’ll be able to create web pages, 
insert photos and links, operate online databases 
like cemetery lists and library archives, manage 
your membership, send blast emails and much, 

much more — all with point and click ease.

YOU WANT IT TO BE ADAPTABLE.
EasyNetSites is made to be custom-built to your 

speci�c needs. You choose exactly what features you 
want to include. Our built-in editing tools let you 
control the content on every single page. You even 
have control over who has access to certain pages.

YOU WANT IT TO BE AFFORDABLE.
Here’s the best part: you get all this and a beautiful, 
professionally designed website at a price that any 
budget-conscious society can a�ord. Simplify your 
society’s management processes, better serve your 
members and reduce your overall operating costs.

People just like you from genealogy societies across the nation told us exactly what they wanted in a 
web program... and we listened!

Call 813-269-4455 today for your free, no obligation demonstration
or visit our website at http://EasyNetSites.com to learn more.

 “EasyNetSites promises to be everything a genealogical society needs in a website, all in one package. 
�en EasyNetSites delivers!”

- Donna Potter Phillips  President, Eastern Washington Genealogical Society

 “In short order, we went from one harried webmaster trying to keep up with our society’s activities to a 
full team of con�dent and capable contributors.We couldn’t be more pleased with EasyNetSites.”

- William �omas, Webmaster  Pikes Peak Genealogical Society

http://easynetsites.com
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The task of collecting and 
preserving family history 
information often falls to 

one member of a particular family. 
Relatives say they are interested in 
genealogy, but don’t take further 
steps to immerse themselves in the 
joys of family history. Luckily, there 
is an easy way to get them started.

Creating and maintaining a ge-
nealogy blog is a great vehicle to get 
your relatives excited about preserv-
ing your family’s history. They don’t 
need to know how to use a computer 
(or even read or write) to participate 
in building and saving your fami-

ly’s history. Check out these ways 
to have your relatives contribute to 
your genealogy blog:

Draft day
Recruit bloggers at your next family 
gathering. Holidays and special oc-
casions are great times to collect in-
formation and give relatives “tasks” 
in the collective effort to preserve 
your family’s history.

Relatives of all age levels can 
participate. Young children can 
draw photos or write simple stories. 
Older relatives can have their stories 
recorded and transcribed. All family 

members can collect family infor-
mation and have it chronicled on the 
family blog.

A picture’s 1000 words
A picture can be worth a thou-
sand words if your family tells the 
tale. Collect some of your favorite 
family photos and share them with 
your relatives. Have those relatives 
share their memories of the events 
commemorated in those photos. 
Chances are everyone will have dif-
ferent perspectives and remembered 
details. Gathering the experiences 
of many people will help you write 

Make your genealogy 
blog a family affair
By Amy Coffin

Amy Coffin

Family 

Tweet 

Share Blog 
Like 

Chat 
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the photographs’ stories. Share these 
photos and stories on your family 
genealogy blog.

Don’t forget about the old pic-
tures in your collection. Do they 
include unknown people or places? 
Show these photos to your family 
as well. If they have names for the 
people or information about them, 
include that information with the 
photos so you won’t have any more 
questions about them. You can 
also share these mystery photos on 
your blog. Include the information 
you know and make a request for 
others to contribute their knowl-
edge as well.

There are several online tools 
for helping you date or find clues 
in photographs. AARP has a web 
page on how to date your old 
photos. The University of Vermont 
has a fabulous online resource for 
dating historic images. There is 
even a regular blog on the subject 
at Family Tree Magazine. The Photo 
Detective is Maureen Taylor, and 
she provides images and tips to 
help readers find clues in their own 
photos.

Holiday memories
Pose questions to relatives about 
your family’s holidays. What was 
their favorite dish and who made 
it? What was their most memorable 
birthday? This blogging prompt 
works with special occasions, vaca-
tions, weddings, births, graduations, 
or any other celebrated milestone or 
observed event.

Be sure to collect stories and 
memories from different family 
members about the same events. 
Everybody will remember the day 
differently and it helps to create an 
accurate, more detailed story.

Also understand that an event 
doesn’t necessarily have to be for-
mal. One of my most memorable 
family gatherings involved a dinner 
at my grandparents’ house during 
which the fire department had to 
be called because my grandmother 
burned something in the kitchen. 
Everything ended well and we 
look back on the day with amuse-
ment. Since I was so young then, 
my strongest memory is about the 
burnt smell of the house during 
dinner. My older family members 
have different memories of the day. 
This is why it is important to gather 
all family voices.

Elder wisdom
The memories and experiences of 
older family members should be 
preserved and treasured. Ensure 
that their stories are recorded and 
transcribed. Interviews can be 
planned or informal, and you may 
cover any subjects you choose. Ask 
them about their parents, grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, and more. Ask 
about their childhood, education, 
or careers. Ask their impressions of 
important historical events and eras. 
Ask about music and fashion. Ask 
about recipes. Start the dialog and 
pose questions based on where the 
conversation goes.

Birthday celebrations
Past and present birthday parties 
are perfect material for your family 
genealogy blog. They provide color-
ful photos and great stories. Cover 
the most recent birthdays in your 
family. Who was the guest of honor? 
How did the family celebrate? You 
can also write about relatives’ past 
birthdays. What was grandma’s 
favorite present she received as a 

child? What party games did mom 
play when she attended birthdays as 
a young girl?

Birthday blog posts can also be 
written in honor of the deceased. 
Observe your ancestors’ birth-
days by creating posts about them 
on their special days. On your 
great-great-grandfather’s birthday, 
share photos and a small biograph-
ical sketch on your genealogy blog. 
Repeat for all the ancestors in your 
family tree. Relatives can read and 
learn about their ancestors. Also, 
others online may find your blog 
and a cousin connection to your 
family.

Child’s play
Participation in a family blog is 
one of the easiest and best ways to 
get children interested in geneal-
ogy. Preschoolers can draw photos 
of their family. Upload those to 

Participation 
in a family blog 
can get children 

interested in 
genealogy.

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=36.0700707&p_longi=-91.426524&fid=52613
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=36.0700707&p_longi=-91.426524&fid=52613
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=36.0700707&p_longi=-91.426524&fid=52613
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~arsharp/cemetery.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~arsharp/cemetery.htm
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your blog along with descriptions 
of the people, places, or events 
captured in their artwork. School 
age children can write their autobi-
ographies or interview older family 
members.

There are many life skills kids 
can learn from blogging their own 
family history. Writing, drawing, 
photography, web skills, research 
skills, analytical skills, improved 
vocabulary and spelling, and a better 
understanding of historical events 
are just the tip of the learning ice-
berg when you get children involved 
in genealogy.

There is a great abundance of 
online resources to assist in making 
family history fun for young gene-
alogists. Family Tree Kids! at the 
Family Tree Magazine website has 
tools for youth and adults. Learn 

how to be a “family detective,” get 
reading lists, homework assistance, 
and more. FamilySearch has a com-
plete list of family history activities 
for children ages 3–11. Their page 
includes charts that can be printed 
and framed, a memory project, and 
a whole list of fun and games. Lastly, 
Genealogy for Children at About.
com has a good list of books pertain-
ing to children and family history.

Resources galore
There are tons of online tools 

to help you collect, organize, and 
blog about your family history. In 
their Migrations in History section, 
the Smithsonian Institution has a 
family folklore page with tips on 
how to collect your own stories. 
It includes suggested equipment, 
possible interview questions and 
ethics. About.com has a page with 

tips on how to blog your family 
history. Also, the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints has a 
page devoted to hints for collect-
ing family stories.

Rally the troops
Now that you have some ideas it’s 
time for your family to report to 
duty and contribute to your family’s 
genealogy blog. Create an editorial 
calendar to ensure everyone has 
a task and a time to do it. Use the 
calendar for your blog publishing 
schedule as well.

Creating a genealogy blog is a 
rewarding and honorable way to 
collect and share the stories of our 
ancestors and ourselves. Each day is 
a unique opportunity to capture your 
family’s rich history and preserve it 
for future generations.

Out-of-Style
A Modern Perspective of HOW, 

WHY and WHEN Vintage Fashions Evolved
by Betty Kreisel Shubert

Hollywood Costume Designer turned Fashion Historian 
and Columnist-Illustrator for Ancestry Magazine offers 
you the following in her award winning book:

• How to time-date old family photos…made easy!

• 700 illustrations reveal style clues of men, women, 
& children 19th–21st centuries.

• Gems of social history bring warmth, humanity 
and life!... to dry data & old records.                                

Family Tree Magazine UK calls Out-of-Style, 
“OUR TOP CHOICE”!                                                                                               

For more information, please visit www.OutOfStyleTheBook.com

 Order: From Amazon, about $20 soft cover & about $38 hard cover
            Wholesale distributors: Barnes & Noble or Ingram

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnispublic/f?p=139:2:8013930137507351::NO:RP
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=36.0625708&p_longi=-91.4298573&fid=50583
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=36.0625708&p_longi=-91.4298573&fid=50583
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=36.0625708&p_longi=-91.4298573&fid=50583
http://www.fgs.org/2011conference/
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.outofstylethebook.com
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The Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) 
have been actively watching 

legislation from various states be-
ing enacted or defeated. The RPAC 
representative from Oklahoma 
Billie Stone Fogarty reported that 
HB3028 that would consolidate the 
Oklahoma Historical Society with 
the Department of Tourism did not 
make it out of committee. However, 
a feasibility study for the consolida-
tion will be under advisement in 
2015. Oklahoma SB1448 was poorly 
worded so that it was only possible 
for the deceased person to obtain 
their own death certificate and no 
one else. The bill was amended in 
committee to reflect the 2011 Revi-
sion of the Model Vital Statistics Act 
with embargo periods of 125 years 
for birth records and seventy-five 
years for death records. This is not 
what the Oklahoma Genealogical 
Society wanted, but death records 
over seventy-five years are now 
available. This bill did not affect ac-
cess to marriage records.

RPAC member Jan Meisels Allen 
has been actively following the de-
cision by the European Union court 
in Luxemburg to allow people “the 
right to be forgotten.” This decision 
requires Google and other Internet 
service providers to remove informa-
tion on the Internet upon request.

Fred Moss, jd, llm, FGS Legal 
Advisor and RPAC member, keeps 
the Committee apprised on the De-
partment of Commerce’s certificate 

program certifying individuals to be 
able to access the Death Master File 
(DMF) that is now closed for three 
years except for paid sites. There are 
no viable alternatives to the DMF for 
genealogists to utilize. Moss is work-
ing with the Committee to request a 
technical amendment to the DMF or 
Social Security Death Index outlining 
the key components that researchers 
need to verify that the name belongs 
to the correct person they are doc-
umenting. Only two forensic gene-
alogists have been certified by the 
Department of Commerce to search 
the different DMF databases at this 
writing. The cost is generally prohibi-
tive for most people. Moss worked on 
a document, Concerns about Section 
203 of the 2013 Bipartisan Budget 
Agreement Which Requires Certifica-
tion by the Department of Commerce 
to Access the Death Master File along 
with a sample letter that individuals 
could send to their legislators. Letters 
were sent out in August. We are now 
awaiting the final rule that probably 
will be published by the end of 2014. 
Moss will be working with the Senate 
Finance Committee with a response 
once it is published.

On the international front, Jan 
Meisels Allen brought to our atten-
tion that there were two new Polish 
bills on vital records being consid-
ered. Two main issues that concern 
the genealogical public are the 
length of the privacy laws and the 
speed at which newly available re-
cords are turned over to the archives 

from the Civil Records offices. The 
proposed limit on marriage and 
death records is eighty years and 
birth records for one hundred years. 
The community feels eighty years 
for a death record is excessive. The 
bill further states that civil registra-
tion offices should be allowed up to 
ten years to prepare all death and 
marriage records that are between 
eighty and one hundred years old at 
that point, before transferring them 
to the state archives. The genea-
logical community feels that no 
more than five years is an adequate 
amount of time. Jan Alpert, FGS 
RPAC chair, wrote a letter to the 
Polish officials on behalf of RPAC to 
support these time changes.

RPAC is now a member of the 
National Coalition for History 
(NCH) beginning in 2015 and will 
have a rotating seat on the NCH 
Board. This will give RPAC more lev-
erage for legislation and partnerships.

Jan Alpert, Jan Meisels Allen, and 
Fred Moss were presenters during 
the RPAC slot, “The Times They Are 
A Changin’,” at the FGS conference 
held in San Antonio, Texas, in Au-
gust. Forty-five people were pres-
ent to hear the presentations, and 
several more were able to join via 
telephone linkup. Allen participated 
via phone from her home.

States
ALASKA: The 

State, in collabora-
tion with the Na-

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By Linda McCleary

Linda McCleary
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tional Archives and Records Admin-
istration (NARA), agreed to house 
the Alaska Territorial Court Record 
Holdings once the Alaska NARA 
regional facility closed its doors 
in September. The other records 
previously housed in Alaska will be 
housed in the Seattle, Washington, 
NARA regional facility.

ARKANSAS: 
The Garland Coun-
ty Library in Hot 
Springs has changed 

the Hiram Whittington Arkansas 
Local History and Genealogy Room 
into a meeting room. The books and 
ledger materials will be moved to 
the Garland County Historical and 
Melting Pot Genealogical Societies 
in Hot Springs.

CALIFORNIA: Due to the 
Napa earthquake, the Goodman 

Library, home to the 
Napa County His-
torical Society, was 
red-tagged because 
of extensive damage. 

The 1901 building was placed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1974.

GEORGIA: In 
August, the 1883 
Hancock Coun-
ty courthouse in 
Sparta burned to 

the ground taking with it property 
deeds, birth and marriage certifi-
cates, and many other vital records 
dating back to 1795. Fortunately, 
thousands of historic documents 
were digitized and backed up in an 
off-site location. The courtrooms 
and offices were also completely 
engulfed in the fire. Temporary 

headquarters for the courthouse 
workers is at the Oconee Fall Line 
Technical College in Sparta.

On a positive note, the Savan-
nah, Georgia, vital records, ceme-
tery, court, land tax and property, 
naturalization, and voter records 
are among the records that can 
now be accessed for free through 
Ancestry.com. Records date back 
to the late 1700s.

MAINE: The Maine 
Town Reports can 
now be viewed online 
at the University of 
Main’s Fogler Library 
in collaboration with 

the Maine State Library. Towns are 
listed according to counties, but not 
all towns are listed yet. It is a work 
in progress, so check back often for 
additional entries.

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnispublic/f?p=139:1:1462575381959752
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnispublic/f?p=139:2:1462575381959752::NO:RP
http://www.pioneerpatriotsandplanters.com
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Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 
column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-
son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 
Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 
128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.

 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws.  The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul Milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, IL 60068.

With this issue I will be ending a fourteen year run as the book review editor for Forum. 
I was a contributor before becoming the editor and I have read and reviewed over 950 
publications in the last seventeen years. Throughout that time, I have continued to hear 
from many individuals and society librarians about how these reviews have provided 
guidance in purchasing for collections. My thanks to everyone for support and encour-
agement shared over the years.

Researchers can find writ-
ing good source citations 
intimidating and when 
doing research one is not 
likely to want to carry 
Ms. Mills opus—Evidence 
Explained with them. 
With this Quicksheet she 
helps you understand the 
process of creating a good 
source citation.

The first question to 
ask is “What am I hold-
ing?” followed by “Who? 
What? When? Where?” 
And then finally “Why 
should I believe it?” Ms. 
Mills on one side provides 
a list of the most com-
mon things the researcher 

is likely to encounter in 
research and provides for 
each what is needed for 
the citation, with some 
specific tips on what to 
watch for.

The other side of the 
Quicksheet is a template, 
granting permission to 
reproduce for personal 
use. The form lays out 
the basic elements for a 
citation, identifies which 
items will need these ele-
ments (e.g. book, certifi-
cate, microfilm, database, 
website, newspaper, etc.) 
and leaves a blank space 
for the researcher to fill in 
the details of the citation.

Researchers struggling 
with correct source cita-
tion, or needing prompts 
so as not to forget any-
thing, will want a person-
al copy of this Quicksheet 
to duplicate for their own 
work.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Ms. Mills opens the quick 
reference by stating that 
“Proof is a conclusion 
we reach from a body of 
evidence. No single source 
can serve as ‘proof ’. No one 
piece of information can 
provide it. No one bit of 
evidence can stand alone. 
Quality ‘proof ’ requires” 
and she goes on to address 
all the concrete require-

ments. No matter how long 
we have done research we 
need to be reminded of the 
right way to do good re-
search. For beginners this 
is how to do good research, 
the right way, right from 
the beginning.

The text focuses on how 
to evaluate both source and 
information and how to 
process evidence. The ref-

erence includes definitions 
along with questions to be 
asked and answered at each 
step in the process.

The other side provides 
a copy of the updated 
Process Map for Historical 
Researchers, illustrating 
the relationship between 
sources, information and 
evidence, and what plays 
into these principles.

Quicksheet: Your Stripped-Bare 
Guide to Citing Sources.  
By Elizabeth Shown Mills. 
Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore MD 21211  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2014. 2 pp. Laminated $6.95.

Note: Book info appears on page 37.

http://www.genealogical.com/
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Note: Book info continued from  
          page 36

Guide to Genealogical Writing:  
How to Write and Publish  
Your Family History.  
By Penelope L. Stratton  
and Henry B. Hoff.  
Published by New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, 
99-101 Newbury Street, 
Boston MA 02116  
http://www.americanancestors.org. 
 2014 ix, 192 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Softcover $19.95. 

Here is an excellent 
practical guide that will 
motivate family history 
researchers to organize, 
prepare and write their 
family history. The book 
is divided into four parts. 
Part 1, Preparing; Part 2, 
Writing; Part 3, Getting 
ready to publish; Part 
4, Writing articles and 
other types of family 
history. These different 
parts take you step-by-
step from getting started 
to tying up the final de-
tails. Along the way there 
is a discussion of genea-
logical style (Register or 
Ahnentafel, with a brief 
mention explaining the 
NGSQ system or “modi-
fied” Register style), how 
and why to create one’s 
own style sheet, how 
to address unanswered 
questions, adding cita-
tions, writing narrative, 
selecting illustrations, 
layout considerations, 
indexing, all those details 
that discourage people 
getting started.

For those who want or 
need to break their writ-

ing into pieces, the writ-
ing and editing process 
is explained for writing 
articles, obviously with a 
detailed focus on NEHGS 
Register and American 
Ancestors, but also for 
other magazines.

The appendices in-
cludes an excellent guide 
to using Microsoft Word 
for genealogical writing, 
focusing especially on 
how to use the style guide 
that is downloadable and 
will address for the writer, 
formatting and number-
ing issues.

Probably the most 
valuable part of the 
book is the Genealogical 
Manual of Style (23 pages) 
that provides sample 
sketches highlighting the 
different components and 
how they change, what 
should and should not 
be included, with notes 
and conventions. Each 
component of a sketch is 
analyzed and guidelines 
are provided, always aim-
ing to answer the ques-
tion, “How do I …?” This 
section of the book has 

grey edging so it is easy to 
find repeatedly.

Many books explain 
the process of how to 
write. This book, written 
by two well established 
writers in the field, clearly 
describes the proper 
process of writing a 
genealogical book, and 
provides good practical 
advice and tools to guide 
that process. The excel-
lent Genealogical Manual 
of Style will further assist 
the writer in using a con-
sistently established style.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

This Quicksheet, an 
updated version with ad-
ditional concepts from the 
author’s earlier writings, 
is an excellent addition to 
every researcher’s travel-
ling research kit.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Quicksheet: Your Stripped-Bare 
Guide to Historical ‘Proof”.  
By Elizabeth Shown Mills. 
Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore MD 21211  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2014. 2 pp. Laminated $6.95.

http://www.americanancestors.org/
http://www.genealogical.com/
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Ms. Shrimpton is both 
a dress historian and a 
picture specialist, and it 
is through these eyes that 
she has written an excel-
lent guide to examining 
and understanding the 
photographs of ancestors 
in a British context. As the 
introduction states “The 
book aims to explain the 
fundamentals of dating, 
examining and interpret-
ing photographs, ad-
dressing the queries that 
commonly arise when 
family historians begin to 
study their inherited pho-
tographs, and suggesting 
ways of extending picture 
research so that no stone 
is left unturned” (p. viii).

It is divided into four 
sections. The first part 
guides researchers towards 
dating their photographs 
focusing on different tech-
niques such as: recognizing 
the different types of pho-
tographs, investigating the 
photographers and their 
studies; understanding the 
changes in card mounts; 

appreciating the clues 
within the photographs 
themselves such as compo-
sition, poses and presenta-
tion styles, and finally clues 
within the clothing styles.

Part Two examines the 
clues that indicate what the 
occasion for the photo-
graph the occasion might 
have been; why an ancestor 
might have gotten dressed 
up to have a photograph 
taken; and clues to age 
and social status. This 
section also addresses the 
problems that may occur 
with copies of photographs 
found, especially in inher-
ited albums.

Part Three looks at the 
photographs as primary 
historical sources, that 
is, as visual records that 
depict key aspects of life in 
the past, such as weddings, 
the home, work, leisure 
pursuits and travel. There 
is a chapter on studying 
the links between family 
and local history. Part of 
this section also focuses 
on First and Second World 

War photographs, espe-
cially poignant as many 
of these photographs do 
survive in family albums, 
and this book coincides 
with the centenary of the 
First World War.

The final section ex-
amines how to care for old 
photographs and how to 
have them professionally 
conserved if necessary to 
share with future genera-
tions.

As might be expected, 
the book is very well il-
lustrated, with the image 
captions being detailed 
and designed to focus the 
reader on the specifics 
of the image. The bibli-
ography is very detailed 
pointing to numerous 
publications outside the 
genealogy field that will 
help in dating and inter-
preting British photo-
graphs. This is a nice re-
source for anyone working 
with British photographs.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Many researchers want 
photographs of their an-
cestors and the places they 
lived or worked, in order 
to illustrate family stories. 
But if these photographs 
are not already within the 
family, passed from one 
generation to the next we 
often don’t know how to 
go about finding them. 
This book addresses that 

very dilemma, in that 
it explains how to use 
technology to find historic 
family photographs. It also 
explains carefully under 
what circumstances or 
conditions we may be able 
to use the images we find.

The book begins by 
explaining how to get 
organized, and how one 
needs to follow the ‘bread 

crumbs’ of our ancestors’ 
lives. The goal is to think 
about everything they may 
have done, or all the areas 
of their human endeavor. 
These clues provide the 
online search terms. 
Tables are provided to get 
the researcher thinking 
about what to look for, to 
help keep track of searches 
and to catalogue both 

Tracing Your Ancestors 
 Through Family Photographs: 
A Complete Guide for Family 
and Local Historians. By Jayne 
Shrimpton. Published by Pen & 
Sword Family History, 
 47 Church Street, Barnsley,  
South Yorkshire S70 2AS, UK 
http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk.  
US Distributor: CasemateAthena 
908 Darby Road, Havertown 
PA 19083. http://www.
casemateathena.com. 2014. 
xii, 212 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover $24.95 

Note: Book info appears on page 39.

http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
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Every fashion era had its 
distinctive hairstyle rang-
ing from functional to 
fanciful. Ms. Taylor, the 
Photo Detective, explains 
and illustrates in detail 
what those styles were 
and how they changed 
throughout the 1840 to 
1900 time period. As we 
might expect, the book 
is lavishly illustrated 
in color, with the com-
mentary focusing on 
the specific details that 
can provide clues for 
dating, social status or 
the event for which the 
photograph was created. 
This book may well help 
the researcher determine 
if her ancestors were 
trendy or conservative, 
whether they followed 
the conventions or which 
fashion icon of the pe-
riod they admired.

Hairstyles cannot be 

viewed in isolation. They 
need to be seen as part of 
the fashion of the period. 
The book therefore begins 
with a brief overview of 
the main clues in fash-
ion for women, men and 
children’s clothing for each 
distinct fashion period 
from 1840 to 1900, not 
necessarily by decade.

For the hairstyles, 
there is a chapter for each 
decade showing how and 
in what ways the styles 
changed, all well illus-
trated. Many Victorian 
women used accessories, 
thus the researcher will 
learn how to recognize 
hairpieces (real hair and 
animal hair), learn about 
wigs, hair dye, hair tonic, 
fake beards and mustach-
es, curls, ringlets, bangs, 
hair oil, combs, clips, and 
other accessories. From 
this book we can also 

learn about what was 
acceptable and what was 
not; for example, many 
employers did not allow 
facial hair, thus men 
often wore fake beards 
and mustaches in their 
off time.

Reading this book 
made me take a closer 
look at the fancy hairdos 
among my wife’s ancestral 
pictures (I don’t have any 
family pictures this early). 
Overall it makes a practi-
cal reference guide for 
anyone examining Victo-
rian era photographs and 
is a worthy addition to any 
personal or society library 
collection.

One question readers 
may have, is how does this 
compare with Ms. Taylors 
2009 book Fashionable 
Folks: Hairstyles 1840–
1900? The format on this 
book is larger and all the 

Hairstyles 1840–1900: Includes 
Men, Children, and Unusual 
Coiffures. By Maureen Taylor. 
Published by Picture Perfect Press. 
http://www.maureentaylor.
com. 2014. X, 128 pp. Color 
Illustrations. Softcover. $25.

finds and failed searches. 
The search process pro-
vided identifies, with a 
checklist, the sources one 
would traditionally search 
to find images, and where 
images are likely to be 
found. The reality is that 
most will now be in online 
rather than paper sources.

The book guides the 
researcher, with illustra-
tions, on how to search for 
images using both Google 
and Bing. It also discusses 
the use of libraries and 
archives, wiki websites, 

genealogy websites, col-
laborative websites (e.g. 
Flickr, HistoryPin, etc.), 
reunion sites, and how to 
search for desired images 
on eBay. The research 
tables provided help the 
researcher log what has 
been found among all 
these image-rich websites.

In order to use images 
properly, the researcher 
needs to understand copy-
right and to pay particular 
attention to the licensing 
rules for images, whether 
in a family history or on 

a blog—even if not for 
commercial purposes. 
Therefore, throughout the 
book, the author includes 
reminders of the rights 
and wrongs of using im-
ages. Overall, this book 
will motivate and guide 
the researcher through the 
process of seeking photo-
graphs to support family 
research. It is a book well 
worth adding to any per-
sonal collection.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Note: Book info continued from  
          page 38

Searching For Family History 
Photographs: How to Get Them 
Now! By Maureen Taylor. 
Published by Picture Perfect Press. 
http://www.maureentaylor.com.  
2014. 108 pp. Illustrations. 
Softcover. $15.

http://www.maureentaylor.com/
http://www.maureentaylor.com/
http://www.maureentaylor.com/
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photographs are in color 
making them clearer and 
easier to view. Some of the 
images are in both books, 
but there is consider-
able additional content, 

more pictures and a much 
expanded bibliography all 
adding to the comprehen-
siveness of this book. Take 
a close look at this book if 
you have the earlier edi-

tion, I think you will find 
it’s worth the upgrade.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Ms. McMillin has opened 
the door by writing an 
English language guide to 
the wonderful Hanover 
Military Records covering 
the period 1514 to1866. 
These records reside 
in the Niedersachsen 
Hauptstaatsarchive in 
Hanover, Germany. 
However, copies exist on 
130 reels of microfilm 
available through the 
Family History Library. 
The Hanover Archivist, 
Jörg Walter wrote a guide 
to these records in 1979 
in German, after which 
the records in Hanover 
were reorganized and re-
catalogued, meaning that 
this guide cannot be used 
as a research tool in the 
Hanover Archives.

Luckily for global 
researchers, the guide 
was microfilmed when 
the films were, prior 
to reorganization. The 
German language for the 
original guide and many 
of the records has limited 
access to these records by 
English researchers. Ms. 
McMillin has changed 
that situation. She has 
translated the preface to 
Mr. Walter’s guide, and 
then she has provided 

an historical overview 
to understand the many 
changes in geography and 
politics within the area. 
Then she provides a “how 
to use this guide” section, 
which is a must-read to 
fully understand how to 
use this guide. The value 
of the records and how to 
use the guide is illustrated 
with an artillery officer, 
who during one part of 
his career served in the 
Kings German Legion.

The guide is divided 
into nine roughly chrono-
logical periods: troops 
of the Guelphic Lands to 
1634; troops of the Guel-
phic Lands 1634–1665; 
the Electorate of Ha-
nover Army, 1705–1803; 
troops of the Bishopric of 
Hildesheim and the Areas 
of Prussia ceded in 1815 
to Hanover, 1521–1815; 
Hanoverians in Foreign 
Service, 1803–1816; the 
Kingdom of Hanover 
1813–1866; the Hanover 
Units in the X Prussian 
Army Corps; and troops 
from Various Territories, 
1567–1848. Many of these 
sections are subdivided 
by time period; then 
by parts of the army to 
include: general informa-

tion: cavalry; infantry; 
artillery; engineer corps; 
rifle corps; and other 
sections including militia 
dragoons, home guard, 
disabled detachments, 
and supply corps. In other 
words, the researcher is 
likely to find information 
on any specialized section 
of the army and even con-
scription lists. Historical 
and contextual informa-
tion translated from Mr. 
Walter’s German language 
guide is provided in 
English for each of these 
time periods, and the 
sub-sections provided in 
the guide. This book gives 
the researcher, in table 
format, the following: 
the name of the list (e.g. 
muster rolls, transfers, 
new recruits, casualty 
lists, conscriptions, etc.); 
date of, or period covered 
by the list; original ar-
chival reference number; 
and the Family History 
Library catalog number.

These records are 
important for researchers 
with German ancestry, for 
the records may include 
date and place of birth, 
a physical description, 
a father’s name, dates of 
transfer—all of which 

Guide to Hanover Military Records, 
1514–1866, on microfilm at the 
Family History Library.  
By Teresa S. McMillin, CG. 
Published by Lind Street Research, 
416 Lauder Lane,  
Inverness IL 60067.  
http://www.hanovermilitary.
com. 2014, vii, 468 pp. Index.  
Softcover. $44.95

http://www.hanovermilitary.com/
http://www.hanovermilitary.com/
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With the one hundredth 
anniversary of the start 
of World War I, research-
ers across the world 
are focusing on finding 
their ancestors who died 
or served in this major 
conflict. Here is an excel-
lent, up-to-date guide on 
getting started with mini 
case studies.

The magazine gathers 
articles from five au-
thors: Gabrielle Morgan 
reveals resources for 
researching Australian 
and New Zealand ances-
tors; David Norris has 
seven articles on differ-
ent aspects of American 
servicemen and women 
(military service files, 
draft registration cards, 
records for the US Army, 
US Marine Corps, US 
Navy and Coast Guards, 
US Army Air Service, 
and cemetery records); 
Alan Stewart provides 
an in-depth look at UK 
records, highlighting 
all the new records that 
have come online; Mary 
Tedesco provides a case 
study demonstrating how 

to find Italian soldiers in 
the Austro-Hungarian 
military; and Glenn 
Wright provides five in-
depth articles for finding 
Canadian military (over-
view, where to find the 
records, tracing the war 
dead, Royal Canadian 
Navy and Canadians in 
the air).

Working in one set 
of records may provide 
clues as to what may 
be found elsewhere, 
but each branch of the 
service in each of the 
countries has enough 
variations that careful 
research and new knowl-
edge is required. On top 
of this, fires in the US 
and UK brings into ques-
tion what records have 
survived. The centenary 
remembrance celebra-
tions have pushed for a 
lot of new records to be 
made more accessible 
online.

This magazine is as 
current as any printed 
publication can be as to 
what indexes and origi-
nal records are available 

for searching. It is a 
thorough, inexpensive 
guide for anyone seeking 
World War I ancestors, 
and is therefore highly 
recommended.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your WWI Military 
Ancestors. Published by 
Moorshead Magazines Ltd.,  
505 Consumers Road, Suite 312, 
Toronto ON M2J 4V8.  
http://www.internet-genealogy.
com.  
2014. 82 pp. Magazine. $9.95.

provide clues to other 
records. Who for example 
would not love to iden-
tify their ancestor on the 
1514–15 rolls for provin-
cial defense forces for the 
expeditions of Duke Erich 
the Elder to Frisia, and so 
be provided with a place 
of birth?

With this excellent 
guide Ms. McMillin has 
opened up to German 
researchers a large col-
lection of underutilized 
records. This book should 
be added to any German 
reference collection, but 
also to German and Brit-
ish military collections 

(British because of the 
Kings German Legion 
which was a part of the 
British Army).

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.internet-genealogy.com/
http://www.internet-genealogy.com/
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A Diary of Lord Selkirk’s  
Expedition on the Banks  
of the Red River 1816–1817.  
2011, vi, 209 pp. $58.41.  
The Swiss Emigration to the  
Red River Settlement in 1821  
and its Subsequent Exodus  
to the United States.  
2013, viii, 186 pp. $53.54,  
Both by Antoine de Courten. 
Order from Trafford Publishing, 
1663 Liberty Drive,  
Bloomington IN 47403.  
http://www.trafford.com. 
Softcover 

This pair of compilations 
by Mr. de Courten, a 
retired Swiss army officer, 
reflects on emigrations 
and movements by Euro-
pean settlers in the early 
days of the nineteenth 
century in the interior of 
North America. A Diary 
may be of particular inter-
est to those with research 
concerns around the War 
of 1812, inasmuch as the 
diarist recounts his skir-
mishes with the Yankees 
along the New York/On-
tario frontier in addition 
to his exploratory ma-
neuvers in the Canadian 
wilderness in the period.

Encounters between 
the indigenous peoples 
and the European armies 
and settlers are recounted 
by the diarist, Lt. Fred-
eric de Graffenried, with 
period attitudes about 
interrelationships between 
French and native popula-
tions being commonplace 
in the narrative. It re-
counts conflicts between 
the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany and the North West 
Company, as well as the 
intermittent skirmishes 
between agents of each 
company that occasion-
ally led to losses and raids 
due to the commercial 
rivalry in Canada between 
English and Scots adven-
turers (Hudson’s Bay) 
and French and Cana-
dian (North West) in the 
region.

The volume itself has 

both French and English 
versions under one cover, 
the first half given to the 
French version, and the 
second being in English.

Swiss Immigration 
publishes an English 
translation of the journals 
of N. Rudolf Wyss, who 
was born at Berne in 1789. 
Wyss had visited North 
America and returned to 
Europe before 1825. After 
1817 and the disastrous 
economic situation which 
followed the Napoleonic 
wars, a Scots nobleman, 
Lord Selkirk, sought to 
populate a sizeable tract 
he had purchased of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company 
in the Red River Valley of 
Canada. Lord Selkirk sent 
agents to Switzerland to 
enlist colonists who were 
to be of good reputations, 
willing to accept English 
laws, willing to support 
a minister and a school-
teacher, and to contribute 
ten working days per 
year for the building and 
maintenance of roads. Ad-
ditionally, they were for-
bidden to trade with the 
natives, must be willing to 
act as a militia, and to give 
aid to travelers in need 
on the journey across the 
ocean (p.13-14).

Narratives about at-
titudes by the indigenous 
peoples provide fascinat-
ing accounts of the differ-
ences between European 
and native approaches. 
Discussions about lodg-

ing, eating customs and 
foodstuffs, work and war-
making abound. Eventu-
ally, though, Wyss decided 
to abandon his efforts in 
the Red River valley and 
returned to Europe where 
he wrote the account con-
tained here.

Another accounting of 
the Red River colony, writ-
ten at Chicago by Augus-
tus Chetlain is reprinted 
as Part II of the work, 
which also includes bio-
graphical sketches of early 
European settlers. An ac-
counting of the colonists 
from July 1822, previously 
printed in the Canadian 
Historical Review (1941) 
is also included. Finally, 
a biographical appendix 
includes entries on key 
figures, drawn from The 
Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography in an online 
version.

Those who have read 
my comments previously 
know I have a bias for 
the quality production 
of books. These volumes 
would appear to have been 
produced in a print-on-
demand format. They are 
perfect bound and the 
text is readable, though 
the particular copies’ 
pages appear to be slightly 
skewed. In addition, a 
printed line adorns the 
top line of the pages in 
one of the copies, as if the 
pages were improperly 
fed through the printer. 
While I know my Luddite 

http://www.trafford.com/
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tendencies will never be 
reconciled to this method 
of printing and publish-
ing, I suspect the bound 
volumes may lack dura-
bility due to the seem-
ingly hurried nature of 
the printing and binding 
processes.

These volumes would 
be of interest to anyone 

concerned with central 
North American settle-
ment in the early nine-
teenth century, those 
considering failed colonies 
and returned colonists 
to Europe (Swiss Emigra-
tion) and the Diary of Lord 
Selkirk’s Expedition might 
be of interest to those 
committed to learning of 

Canadian attitudes during 
the conflict between the 
United States and Great 
Britain in the 1810s.

Rev. David McDonald, D. 
Min., cg
DeForest, Wisconsin

This book definitely 
supersedes the first edi-
tion published in 1996. It 
greatly expands upon the 
earlier work by including 
much additional research 
on Surnames and Given 
Names and how to use 
them to find a likely place 
of origin in Wales. The 
surname distribution 
maps are all in color, are 
much clearer and easier to 
comprehend. 

Since 1996 the authors 
have continued to study 
surname formation in 
Wales, working to un-
derstand the complica-
tions and subtleties of the 
chronological and geo-
graphic transition from 
patronymics to settled 
surnames. This process 
resulted in amassing data 
for every community in 
Wales from 1556 to 1858. 
The research included for 
the patronymic transition 
analysis of all Welsh wills 
from 1556 to 1858 and for 
surname distribution all 
marriage registers of all 
the parishes in Wales for 

the period 1813 to 1837 
(or in the absence of mar-
riage registers the bishop’s 
transcripts were used).

Some chapters are 
updated versions of those 
in the first edition, as fol-
lows: Welsh surnames and 
their origins; survey of 
surnames; glossary of sur-
names; further uses of the 
surveys; and migration, 
emigration and place of 
origin. What is completely 
new are chapters on: the 
survey of the transition 
from patronymic naming; 
methodology for that new 
research; discussion of 
the importance and value 
of surname distribution 
studies paying tribute to 
some of the past pioneers; 
enlargement to the glos-
sary of Welsh surnames; 
and a survey and glossary 
of given names (especially 
valuable in a patronymic 
society). The book also 
suggests ways in which 
its unique research can 
provide insights and facili-
tate family searches. The 
concluding chapter looks 

at how surname distri-
butions can potentially 
narrow place of origin 
searches for emigrants. 
The color maps used 
throughout the book are 
a big improvement over 
the first edition, showing 
the distribution of a given 
surname by one hundred 
within the old counties. 
The color scheme used is 
consistent but the scale 
needs to be watched 
carefully, for example the 
transition from yellow to 
orange may occur at 1, 3, 
5 or 10 percent.

This is a book that 
should be added to any 
Welsh collection. Espe-
cially for researchers with 
Welsh connections, the re-
vised and updated version 
is well worth obtaining.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The Surnames of Wales –  
Updated and Expanded.  
By John and Sheila Rowlands. 
Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore MD 21211  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2014. xix, 323 pp. Softcover. 
$39.95.

http://www.genealogical.com/
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This publication introduc-
es “the basic concepts of 
mind maps: what they are, 
how to create them, and 
how to use them in plan-
ning genealogical research, 
logging, correlating/
analyzing, and reporting” 
(p.1). It also shows how 
mind maps can comple-
ment the Genealogical 
Proof Standard (GPS).

Mr. Arons contends 
that mind maps can be 
especially helpful in visual-
izing “brick walls.” The 
process provides an alter-
native way of organizing 
and visualizing what facts 
are known and what are 
still unknown. Mind maps 
form a visual alternative to 
more text and table-based 
data correlation and prob-
lem analysis, and he makes 
direct correlations with the 
alternative methods.

The book describes 
and illustrates the basic 
concepts behind all mind 
maps and their structure, 

which is very helpful for 
the novice. It then dem-
onstrates how mind maps 
can be used to organize 
simple genealogical data, 
or to solve more involved 
genealogical problems 
(inferential, FAN prin-
ciple/cluster genealogy, 
life-focused genealogy), 
or to organize brainstorm-
ing and planning, create 
research logs, organize 
results, create timelines, 
and merge identities.

Mr. Arons demon-
strates with lots of screen 
captures two of the most 
popular free mind map-
ping software: Freemind 
and Xmind, explaining 
for each how to get started 
and what the product 
looks like. It then moves 
on to more advanced 
techniques for both soft-
ware applications. The au-
thor also provides guide-
lines for finding a good 
mind map program based 
on the researcher’s specific 

need. This includes an 
analysis of seven differ-
ent software programs, 
highlighting the features, 
pros and cons of each. The 
book provides the reader 
with a very good starting 
point for those interested 
in mind mapping but who 
did not know where or 
how to get started.

The book concludes 
with three detailed cases 
studies: from Mastering 
Genealogical Proof by 
Thomas Jones; Quick Les-
son 11- Identity problems 
& the FAN Principle by 
Elizabeth Shown Mills; 
and Inferential Genealogy 
Case by Thomas Jones. 
Interestingly though the 
author thanks his read-
ers, no acknowledgement 
or permission seems to 
be provided for using the 
research examples of Mr. 
Jones or Ms. Mills.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Mind Maps for Genealogy: 
Enhanced Research Planning, 
Correlation and Analysis.  
By Ron Arons. Published by 
Criminal Research Press,  
4012 Whittle Ave,  
Oakland CA 94602.  
http://www.ronarons.com.  
2014. 71 pp. Illustrations. 
Softcover. $24.95. 

For researchers who 
have an ancestor that left 
Ireland through the port of 
Derry—Londonderry, this 
booklet provides a useful 
history of the port of inter-
est. It is written by noted 
Londonderry historian and 
genealogist Brian Mitchell. 
He covers the period from 
the late seventeeth century 
up through 1939, when the 
last transatlantic steamer 
sailed from the port.

It is emigration that 
establishes Londonderry 
as a major Irish port in 
the eighteenth century, 
but trade goods were also 
significant, especially linen 
cloth and provisions. It 
is estimated that thirty per-
cent of the colonial Ulster-
Scots emigrated through 
the port of Derry. The 
port however continued to 
prosper with the develop-
ment of J & J Cooke and 

William McCorkell & Co., 
two local shipping compa-
nies with regular trips to 
both the US and Canada. 
For the researcher, both 
shipping lines kept lists of 
passengers.

The importance of the 
strong ferry connections 
with Glasgow and Liver-
pool are described, espe-
cially significant during the 
famine when transatlantic 
sailings dropped off, not 

Note: Book info appears on page 45.

http://www.ronarons.com/
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being able to compete with 
the newer steam ships. 
Traffic picked up again 
later in the century when 
the ocean liners again 
made regular stops for 
pickups in the Lough.

The book is well 
illustrated with maps 
of the catchment area 
for the port identifying 
the communities with 
ten or more emigrants 

leaving on J & J Cooke 
ships sailing in 1850, 
which contrasts nicely 
with the map showing 
the increased catchment 
area that resulted from 
the developing railway 
system. The book also 
reproduces newspaper 
advertisements, shipping 
posters, pictures of ships 
from the age of sail and 
steam ships, along with 

the tenders that were 
used to transport pas-
sengers to the big ocean 
liners anchored a little up 
Lough Foyle.

The slim book has 
no index, which is not a 
problem given its size, and 
provides a good bibliogra-
phy for additional reading.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

It often amazes me how 
much good information 
can be packed into four 
pages. This Genealogy 
at a Glance guide is no 
exception.

As with all the guides 
in the series, it begins with 
some quick facts about 
who the Scots-Irish were. 
In this case, it highlights 
their origins as a result of 
the Plantation in Ul-
ster, the large numbers 
who migrated to North 
America in the eighteenth 
century and the impact 
on America and the 
large numbers that can 
claim descent from these 
pioneers. The first section 
of the guide also explains 
who the Scots-Irish are. 
The usual inadequacies 
of the term Scots-Irish 
are highlighted here. The 
author lives in Ireland 
and Scots-Irish refers to 
the Scots who settled in 
Ulster. However as one of 
the quick facts highlights, 
the term came into use 

in America following the 
famine years in the middle 
of the nineteenth century 
when the descendants of 
the early arrivals needed 
to distinguish themselves 
from the poor, Catholic, 
famine Irish. Many of the 
early Scots-Irish in Amer-
ica were neither of Scots 
descent, nor from Ulster, 
but rather they came from 
all over Ireland.

The guide appropri-
ately provides historical 
background for the sev-
enteenth century planters 
and the eighteenth cen-
tury emigrants, providing 
good reference sources 
for those wanting to dig 
deeper into either subject. 
The guide continues by 
highlighting print and 
online sources for poten-
tially finding ancestors on 
eighteenth century pas-
sengers lists, though not 
created by government 
officials, some do exist. 
Explanations are given 
for the place of origin and 

the potential use of family 
names, and why so much 
caution is needed.

The largest section ad-
dresses sources, focusing 
on the issues surrounding 
early church registers, 
census substitutes and 
estate papers, all of which 
need to be explored. This 
section includes practical 
tips, mini case studies, 
examples, and additional 
reference sources.

The guide concludes 
with the contact informa-
tion for major repositories 
in Northern Ireland with 
significant Scots-Irish 
record collections.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Genealogy at a Glance:  
Scots-Irish Genealogy Research. 
By Brian Mitchell. Published by 
Genealogical Publishing Company, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore MD 21211  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2014. 4 pp. Laminated $8.95.

Derry – Londonderry: Gateway to a 
New World: The story of emigration 
from the Foyle by sail and steam. 
By Brian Mitchell. Published by 
Clearfield Publishing Company, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore MD 21211  
http://www.genealogical.com.  
2014. 32 pp. Illustrations. 
Softcover. $11.

Note: Book info continued from  
          page 44

http://www.genealogical.com/
http://www.genealogical.com/
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This is an index of all 
estate-related records, 
chiefly found in will books, 
created by a county or city 
before 1866. The records 
of West Virginia will be 
indexed in two volumes. 
This, the second volume, 
covers the counties of 
Boone, Braxton, Brooke, 
Cabell, Calhoun, Clay, 
Fayette, Gilmer, Green-
brier, Hancock, Jackson, 
Kanawha, Lincoln, Logan, 
Marshall, Mason, Mc-
Dowell, Mercer, Mingo, 
Monroe, Nicholas, Ohio, 
Pleasants, Putnam, 
Raleigh, Ritchie, Roane, 
Summers, Wayne, Webster, 
Wirt, Wood and Wyoming. 
The introductory pages 
identify what records were 

indexed for each country. 
This index was created 
from microfilm copies of 
the records, but now many 
of the records are online at 
FamilySearch.org.

The short introduction 
to the collection will help 
the researcher understand 
that terms can mean 
different things in differ-
ent counties, and that the 
records may be organized 
differently. The index itself 
identifies: name; location; 
what (type of record); year 
(of recording); and refer-
ence to original source. The 
index has 13,781 entries, of 
which there are: 2,261 wills; 
3,476 appraisals or inven-
tories; 1,873 sales; 2,688 ac-
counts or settlements; 1,270 

bonds; 1,885 guardianship 
records; twenty-three sur-
veys or plats; sixteen estate 
divisions; fifteen records 
of dower or allotment; and 
241 additional records. Re-
searchers should note that 
343 records are for people 
residing outside the loca-
tion where the referenced 
record was located. These 
are interesting statistics 
showing the wide range of 
documents indexed here 
and showing how helpful 
this index, combined with 
volume 1 covering the 
other counties, will be to 
anyone doing West Virginia 
research.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Index to West Virginia Estates 
before 1866, Volume 2.  
Complied by Walter E. Pippenger.  
Compiled by Virginia  
Genealogical Society,  
1900 Bryd Ave, Suite 104, 
Richmond VA 23230.  
http://www.vgs.org.  
2014. l + 350 pp. Hardcover. $50.

Genealogical societies have

your family history.
resources to help you with

Find aSociety.
FGS.org

Federation of Genealogical Societies

http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.vgs.org/
www.fgs.org
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Take your genealogy to new frontiers on the
Federation of Genealogical Societies

 2015 Alaskan Cruise
August 28—September 4, 2015

7 nights aboard 
Royal Caribbean’s luxurious 

Jewel of the Seas
Round trip sailing from 

Seattle, Washington

Cruise the beautiful 
  Alaska Inside Passage 
     and Tracy Arm Fjord 
       (Sawyer Glacier)

20+ conference sessions during sea days
 Social events, private dinner seating, 
 historic land excursions

Ports of Call:
  Seattle, Washington
      Juneau, Alaska
       Skagway, Alaska
        Victoria, British Columbia

The best cabins go first. Reserve your cabin now!
Conference registration opens April 1, 2015
Visit www.fgsconference.org/cruise for more information

Featuring:
Elizabeth Shown Mills 
CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, FUGA

D. Joshua Taylor
MA, MLS

David Rencher
AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA

Judy G. Russell
JD, CG, CGL
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Technology
Discounts for your society and your members from Dell.

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to society bylaws, newsletter, 
and website reviews.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 

articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRICE

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
Half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
Eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Issue 1 January 1 January 15 April 15
Issue 2 April 1 April 15 July 15
Issue 3 July 1 July 15 October 15
Issue 4 October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie Carbonetti.
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Summer 2012
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