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New! THE SURNAMES OF 
WALES. Updated and Expanded 
Edition. John & Sheila Rowlands. 344 
pp., illus., maps, indexed, paper. 2014. 
ISBN 978-0-8063-1997-1. $39.95
This new updated and expanded edition 
seeks to dispel many of the myths which 
surround the subject and is illustrated by 
evidence taken from a survey involving 
more than 270,000 surnames found in 

parish records throughout Wales. The central chapters include a 
comprehensive survey of Welsh surnames and an all-important 
glossary of surnames. This is the core of the work, as it pro-
vides the origins and history of surnames from the viewpoint of 
family history, and also shows the distribution and incidence of 
surnames throughout Wales. 

New! POLISH ROOTS. Second 
Edition. Rosemary Chorzempa. 298 
pp., maps, indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 
978-0-8063-2004-5. $24.95
Since the publication of the original Pol-
ish Roots in 1993, the Internet has made 
the task of locating Polish ancestors 
much easier, as more information and 
images are made available online. In ad-
dition, there has been a marked rise in 

interest in genealogy in Poland, resulting in a great increase in 
the number of Polish genealogical societies available and the 
amount of helpful information disseminated. The second edi-
tion of Polish Roots addresses these exciting developments, 
with a new Introduction, four brand-new chapters, several new 
maps and charts, and numerous updates sprinkled throughout 
the original text.

New! THE ADOPTION AND 
DONOR CONCEPTION 
FACTBOOK. Lori Carangelo. 8½" x 
11". 210 pp., indexed, paper. 2014. ISBN 
978-0-8063-5710-2. $29.95
The only comprehensive book of its kind, 
The Adoption and Donor Conception 
Factbook defines and explains the differ-
ences between Adoptees, “Birth” Parents, 
Parents by Estoppel, Adoptive Parents, 

Donors, Donor Offspring, Intended Parents, Foster Parents, 
Psychological Parents, Carriers, Gestational Surrogates, Cus-
tody Evaluators, and so on. Readers will find chapters devot-
ed to each of these constituencies in the adoption and donor 
conception industries. Author Lori Carangelo explains each 
stakeholder’s legal or political status and then accounts for their 
numbers, origins or whereabouts, and the pros and cons of their 
points of view. 

INTERNATIONAL VITAL 
RECORDS HANDBOOK, 6th 
Edition. Thomas Jay Kemp. 8½" x 11". 
714 pp., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-
1981-0. $69.95
A best-selling reference book, the Inter-
national Vital Records Handbook offers 
complete, up-to-date information on where 
and how to request vital records (birth, 
marriage, death, divorce, and adoption re-
cords). One-hundred pages longer than its predecessor, the new 
6th edition contains the latest ordering forms and information 
for each of the fifty states and also furnishes details about records 
that were created prior to statewide vital records registration. 
Then, in alphabetical sequence, it covers the other countries of 
the world, giving, where available, the current application forms 
and instructions, as well as the key addresses of repositories or 
embassies that might help you obtain copies of vital records.

SUSTAINABLE GENEALOGY: 
Separating Fact from Fiction in 
Family Legends. Richard Hite. 126 pp., 
illus., paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-
1982-7. $18.95
Sustainable Genealogy explains how to 
avoid the traps many family historians fall 
into. Whether it’s a proud family legend, 
a venerable publication, or the claims of 
an Internet family tree, the unsubstantiated 
genealogical source is like a house of sticks before the Big Bad 
Wolf—it won’t stand up. Taking “heed of the cautions cited and 
putting into practice the lessons learned in this book will make 
you all much better family historians and ensure that your ge-
nealogical legacy will be one to be trusted.”

QUICKSHEET: The Historical 
Biographer’s Guide to Cluster 
Research (the FAN Principle). 
Elizabeth Shown Mills. 8½" x 11", 4 pp., 
laminated folder. 2012. ISBN 978-0-8063-
1894-3. $8.95
Here Elizabeth Shown Mills introduces the 
researcher to the concept of “Cluster Re-
search,” based on the FAN principle, the 
idea being that to prove identity, origin, and parentage individu-
als must be studied in the context of their FAN club—family, 
associates, and neighbors. Historical information, she says, is 
like real estate: the true value of any piece of information is 
unknown until it is put into community context.
Postage & handling: One item $5.50; each additional item 
$2.50. For orders totaling less than $10.00: $4.00. Maryland 
and Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax.

Genealogical.com
Parent company of Genealogical Publishing Company and Clearfield Company

3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
Call toll-free 1-800-296-6687  FAX 410-752-8492  WEBSITE: www.genealogical.com

Recent releases from Genealogical.com

http://www.genealogical.com
http://www.genealogical.com/products/The%20Complete%20Beginners%20Guide%20to%20Genealogy%20the%20Internet%20and%20Your%20Genealogy%20Computer%20Program%20%20Updated%20Edition/1047.html
http://www.genealogical.com/products/Genealogy%20at%20a%20Glance%20Scottish%20Genealogy%20Research/1464.html
http://www.genealogical.com/products/Genealogy%20at%20a%20Glance%20French%20Canadian%20Genealogy%20Research/3286.html
http://www.genealogical.com/products/Genealogy%20at%20a%20Glance%20Irish%20Genealogy%20Research/3866.html
http://www.genealogical.com/products/Genealogy%20at%20a%20Glance%20African%20American%20Genealogy%20Research/2476.html
http://www.genealogical.com/products/Genealogy%20at%20a%20Glance%20Ellis%20Island%20Research/882.html
http://www.genealogical.com/products/Genealogy%20at%20a%20Glance%20German%20Genealogy%20Research/5759.html
http://www.genealogical.com/products/Revolutionary%20War%20Pensions/492.html
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How FGS is keeping up with 
technology D. Joshua Taylor

By D. Joshua Taylor, ma, mls, FGS President

Family history and technology have always shared 
a close connection. While conducting research 
without the Internet might seem like a strange 

world for some, many remember a time before “the 
Internet,” when searching the massive US census could 
take hours, weeks, months, or even years. My first 
experience with the US census was browsing through 
thousands of pages from the state of Ohio in the year 
1850, without a clue as to the town or county I should 
be searching for. This needle in a haystack never did 
produce results—that is, until the indexed version came 
online.

Times have truly changed for genealogy and technol-
ogy. What once took weeks now takes mere minutes 
(depending on the speed of your Wi-Fi connection). 
Access to the Internet has become a key tool for any ge-
nealogist, as has the ability to communicate, share, and 
store files through the cloud. In the age of digital records 
and social connectivity, it seems only fitting that this is-
sue of FORUM explore family history and technology. 

FGS was honored to add some new exhibitors and 
sponsors to our recent FGS 2014 Conference from the 
technology industry. Both Dell and Lexmark joined FGS 
as platinum sponsors, supporting the Cyber Café and 
other elements of the conference. Other technology ser-
vices made their first appearance at an FGS Conference, 
including JSTOR, the only resource for scholarly review 
periodicals. Their new product, JPASS, promises to offer 
untold treasures for genealogists who dive in.

Technology also played a large part in supporting 
the Preserve the Pensions (War of 1812 Project) after 
Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist’s viral blog became a 
resounding call for support for the Walk to the Alamo. 
The walk raised more than $20,000, which, when 
matched by FGS and Ancestry.com, brought in more 
than $80,000 to the project—enough to digitize 360,000 

pages. It makes one think, where would we be without 
blogs, Facebook, and Twitter?

Recently FGS has begun an aggressive social media 
campaign—to help keep the community informed of the 
latest changes in the family history industry. Be sure to 
follow FGS on Twitter (@FGSGenealogy) and like us on 
Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/FGSGenealogy). 
Posts include updates on technology, genealogy, non-
profit organizations, and other relevant topics. 

In an effort to assist genealogical societies and 
individuals access and use technology, FGS has joined 
the Dell Membership program, which offers you and 
your society discounts on certain Dell products. These 
monthly specials often provide deep discounts on the 
latest laptops, desktops, and other equipment. Want to 
learn more? For more information contact your society 
president or FGS delegate.

As all things in life, technology can change dramati-
cally—and quite quickly. Keeping up to date can be a 
challenge and there is always room to learn more. The 
community has never had a better chance to explore 
connections between family history and technology 
than at this year’s FGS 2015 conference, held jointly with 
RootsTech. Held in Salt Lake City, the event not only 
promises to be the largest family history event ever held 
in North America, it will bring together thousands of 
genealogists from all levels of experience. Registration 
for FGS 2015 is now open(http://www.fgsconference.
org) and attendees can add a full pass to RootsTech 
events for just $39.

Until next time,
Joshua

http://www.facebook.com/FGSGenealogy
http://www.fgsconference.org
http://www.fgsconference.org
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You have taken the Y-DNA and mitochon-
drial DNA (mtDNA) tests and have a fairly 
good grasp as to how to use and interpret the 

results. With either ‘bit’ of DNA, there is a distinct, 
unique lineage that is relatively simple to follow; in 
the case of Y-DNA, inheritance is strictly from father 
to son and similarly for mtDNA, from mother to 
children. But, now we have autosomal DNA (atDNA), 
which is in effect, everything in between. And that is 
when things get big and messy and somewhat confus-
ing.

The primary use of atDNA testing for genealogical 
purposes is to estimate how closely related two indi-
viduals are. Each of us received 50 percent of our DNA 
from our father, 50 percent from of our mother. Step-
ping backward, we each have about 25 percent of DNA 
from each of our four grandparents, and so on. While 
not going into the mechanics of the process here, just 
understand that at each generation the DNA is shuffled, 
divided, and passed on.

The raw data alone from an atDNA test does not 
provide us with information about our ancestors or 
relatives. It is only when comparing our raw data 
against others that we can note how many segments 
of DNA we have in common with another individual. 
From that we can calculate, approximately, how closely 
related we are. While the major testing companies do 

By Randy Whited
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this bit of work for us and provide pages upon pages of 
matches and the relationship range, what is not known is 
how we are related. That is where a bit of detective work 
comes into play.

If we match an individual on a given segment of 
DNA, we only know by what degree we are related. But 
if, for instance, a first cousin on our mother’s side also 
matches on that segment and is also related to the seg-
mented individual, then we can deduce that the relation-
ship is probably on our maternal line. Since there are 
three individuals matching on the same segment and all 
are related to each other, this process is called triangula-
tion. Repeating this process with each of the individuals 
in the segmented match list can slowly build out a map 
of who is related to whom and in what manner.

While there have been some third-party applications 
to assist in comparing individuals or groups of individu-
als, most relationships have been pieced together by text 
documents and spreadsheets in a deductive manner. 
Which matches are related to each other? Who is the 
most recent common ancestor of a match? With whom 
have we corresponded? What has been lacking is a com-
prehensive system for organizing this data, our research 
notes, and analysis.

Genome Mate, a free program developed by Rebecca 
Walker, is advertised as “a desktop tool used to organize 
in one place the data collected 
while researching DNA compari-
sons.” Think of it as being simi-
lar to other genealogy research 
software but specializing in DNA. 
The evidence consists of atDNA 
match results and relationship 
ranges, which allows you to 
record your analysis and interpre-
tations of the data. The program’s 
effectiveness lies in its support for 
a range of research tasks. In ad-
dition to being a database of test 
results, Genome Mate also serves 
as a research log, correspondence 
tracker, and will even compare 
GEDCOMs between matches.

Installation is straightforward 
via an install button on the Ge-
nome Mate website. Due to how 
the application is written, it func-

tions equally well on both Windows and Mac systems. 
However, Genome Mate is written in Silverlight/C# so 
the Silverlight plugin is required. In addition, all files 
are stored locally on your computer. The only time the 
application connects to the Internet is to automatically 
download updates to the program itself.

Once installed, the first task is to set up a profile for 
the test donor. This provides a focal point of the results 

http://www.genomemate.org/
http://www.microsoft.com/silverlight/
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and analysis. A GEDCOM for this individual can also be 
imported at this time. This will allow the user to assign 
segments and matches to a most common recent ances-
tor in the donor’s pedigree.

The next step is to import data for the profile indi-
vidual. Genome Mate supports imports from 23andMe, 
GedMatch, FamilyTreeDNA, Ancestry, custom for-
matted data, or all of the above. Matches to the profile 
person who has tested with multiple services can all be 
organized in one location. The data itself consists of four 
components: the DNA segment descriptions that match 
other individuals; contact 
information and other 
details for each related 
person; individuals which 
are related to each other, 
in addition to the profile 
person; and GEDCOMs 
for each person for com-
parison. The Data Import 
window provides instruc-
tions for data type from 
each testing source.

After import, one can 
easily see where each of 
the relatives overlap the 
Profile Person and by how 
much in a simple graph. 
For simplicity, only a sin-
gle chromosome at a time 
is represented. In addition, 
the view can be filtered by 
Testing Source, Surnames, 
and by whether a Segment 
has been assigned to a 
paternal or maternal line.

Many Relatives of the 
Profile Person will have 
an icon to the left of their 
name to indicate relation-
ships, not only to the 
Profile Person but also to 
each other. In the spe-
cific example below, the 
topmost Relative is actu-
ally the Profile Person’s 
mother. Placing the mouse 

over one of the in-common-with icons will highlight 
a group of Relatives, as well as the mother. At a glance 
this indicates the group of Relatives are all related on 
the maternal line of the Profile Person. Clicking on the 
icon will bring up a Relatives Detail window to mark all 
highlighted relatives as being in a common group. This 
is the first step in assigning analysis to the results.

When clicking on a single Segment, Genome 
Mate brings up another window to record additional 
information about that Segment. The user can mark 
a segment as being paternal, maternal, most recent 



common ancestor, record notes about the match, or 
store additional research comments.

Likewise, information may be viewed and recorded 
at the Relative level. By tabbing through the menu items 
at the top of the Relative Details window, users can add 
notes about the relative including contact information 
and notes, view DNA segment overlaps, or compare 
GEDCOMs.

This brief overview is by no means comprehensive 
of everything that Genome Mate has to offer. The best 
way to learn more about its functions and how it can 

benefit your genetic genealogy research is to download 
it and spend some time exploring. There is a bit of 
a learning curve to Genome Mate, but thankfully 
there are a number of support avenues and a helpful 
user community. In addition to e-mailing Genome 
Mate support directly, users can watch a number of 
introductory videos on YouTube, read updates from the 
author on Facebook, or join the Genome Mate User 
Group. In addition, the author routinely adds new tips 
and updates via her blog.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W81Zlnup7vs
http://www.facebook.com/GenomeMate
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1487955884768702/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1487955884768702/
http://genealogypuzzlesdna.blogspot.com/
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 Writing a 
Non-Boring
 Family History

So, you have been asked to write your family 
history? What do you do about Grandma’s love 
letters? (They belong to the descendants of the 

lover-writer) How do you write about family secrets? 
What about illegitimate or ‘bland’ ancestors? How do 
you distinguish five generations named Elizabeth or 
John? What if you have only names on a shipping list? 
Or, you have just inherited a ‘box of bits’?

It is probably safe to say that when you became 
interested in genealogy, you never started out with the 
thought of one day writing a book about your family’s 
history. Instead, you likely enjoyed just collecting family 
letters, facts, and memorabilia and then later became 
interested in preserving your family’s past in a tangible 
way, like writing a book. That’s only natural, since most 
historians like to question why certain things happen 

By Hazel Edwards
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and then compile the answers to those questions in a 
format others would want to read.

To do justice to your intriguing ancestors in a non-
boring way can be a challenge, especially when all you 
may have to assemble are facts. But, there are techniques 
that can make “fact” compilations more readable. After 
all, as an author you want to ensure that the book you 
have taken so many years to research and write is not 
given a cursory glance and shelved forever.

Here are some practical ways to shape your “dull” 
ancestors into intriguing characters with a story; a story 
that its more than just a bland list of births, marriages, 
and deaths. By structuring themes, avoiding chronologi-
cal boredom, and providing effective characterization, 
even if all you have is a name on a shipping list, your 
book will be something others will want to read.

Consider your prospective reader. If you believe ev-
eryone will want to read a book about your family, you 
would be wrong. They won’t! You need to ask yourself, 
“Who is my prospective reader.” Family and friends? 

Colleagues? Fellow enthusiasts? Locals? Students? 
Special interest groups? In other words, is it aimed at the 
general reader, the specialist, or just your family? Once 
you know who you are writing for, then you can decide 
how to widen the book’s appeal to make sure it gets read 
by many, not few.

Feature conflict. What is the major conflict underly-
ing your family or the period your ancestors lived in? 
Remember, unless there is conflict there is no drama. 
(And conflict doesn’t necessarily mean violence.) There 
are three major areas of conflict: within the individual, 
between individuals, and between individuals and soci-
ety. Within your family’s history, all these conflicts exist. 
You just need to acknowledge and write about them. 
Perhaps you had a family of teetotallers living in a hard-
drinking community, or feuding brothers in the Civil 
War, or pioneers who lost everything in a drought or 
flood. Conflict keeps the reader’s attention. Cold, hard 
facts are not sufficient to enthral.

Identify a theme. What is your book about? Are 

Recipe for a Non-Boring Family HistoryIngredients:
• 1 cup of self-raising imagination• Dates

• Thyme (endless spoonsful)• Researchitus (diluted)
• Sprinkles of ancestral curiosity• Pinch of opportunity

• Flakes of serendipity
• Intriguing title, cover and blurb• Zest of reader-researcher

• Half a litre of language including mixed fruit of adjectives (use moderately) • Half a dozen embryonic ideas (egg shaped)• Slurp of suspense, secrecy or drama• Dash of inspiration

Method:
Dash inspiration on all pages. Mix all data and especially dry ingredients in computerised container. Keep for an appropriate time. Heat emotions or ice-over disputes. For special occasions, decorate and display at reunion, anniversary or family gathering.

Result:
Historical readaholic or relative indigestion due to over much hot air.

From Hazel Edwards’ Writing a Non Boring Family History  (Hale and Iremonger) 1997.

http://www.hazeledwards.com/shop/item/writing-a-non-boring-family-history


there any common threads that join one generation to 
the next? Your book should be more than just the story 
of X family. Were they rebellious? Visionaries? Inven-
tors? Were they associated with an industry, an occupa-
tion, or a family business? For example, “my book is 
about pioneering German emigrants in the vineyards 
of the Barossa Valley of South Australia, their struggles 
with the climate, the country, and how they kept practic-
ing their beliefs. Their persistence developed from stub-
bornness, which was first seen as a flaw.”

Characterise. Which ancestor grabbed your interest? 
Why? Probably because this ancestor was spirited and 
came into conflict with existing expectations. Compile a 
dossier listing the physical details and personality traits of 
your major ancestors. Make them come alive in your mind 
and they will become alive in the minds of your reader.

Structure. Avoid publishing a boring collection of 
lists. Order your material in ways that make sense to 
you, such as by themes, personalities, or geography. For 
example, perhaps your ancestral story has three parts: 
The Old Country. The Journey Out. The New Land. 
Organize your story using these three parts as your 
guide. Jumping from the journey to the old country to 
the new land will only confuse the reader.

Craft the Length. Make chapters approximately 
the same length. Ten chapters of three thousand words 
will give you a book of thirty thousand words plus 
illustrations and photographs. You can also calculate 
minutes if making an audio or video-taped history. 
Most histories are self-published, so factor in cost when 
choosing your book’s length.

Personalize. Readers enjoy the day-to-day details, 
embarrassing moments, even the four conflicting versions 
of a significant family event. Collect anecdotes. These 
are your mini stories. Use them to open chapters rather 
than to introduce an ancestor with just a name and date 
of birth. Use dialogue, even if you have to “recreate” what 
your ancestor might have said. You may also wish to write 
your story from the viewpoint of an explorer/researcher 
trying to uncover the facts. And when all else fails, bring 
out the most interesting bits first, the second most inter-
esting bits last, and bury the boring bits in the middle.

Check. Arrange for a novice and an expert reader to 
read over your manuscript before publishing. The novice 
will provide feedback on whether the book is a “good 
read,” whereas the expert will check the facts, spelling, 
grammar, etc.

Design. Print size matters. For example, if your 
readers may be elderly don’t try to produce a book 
with fewer pages by making the print too small to 
read. Again, this goes back to “Who is my prospective 
reader?” Besides, your goal is to make the book pleasing 
to look at and pleasing to hold.

Choose an intriguing title. The best way to avoid 

a non-boring family history is to give it a non-boring 
title. Use a common family phrase or a group of words 
that represents your ancestors, like “Wheat, Wool, and 
Whingers.” Avoid “The Boring X Family.” Titles of books 
need to grab the reader’s attention and imagination in 
order to be read. Show the reader that when they read 
your book, they will be in for a treat.

Conclusion
Creating and publishing a book has its own ups and 
down. Yes, there will be criticism, but there will also be 
praise.

An Australian author published internationally, Hazel 
Edwards is currently writing her memoir, Let Hippos Eat 
Cake: Being a Children’s Author or Not. Her Authorpre-
nereurship: The Business of Creativity is also helpful for 
family historians writing their first book.
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The best way 

to avoid a non-

boring family 

history is to give it 

a non-boring title.

http://www.amazon.com/Theres-Hippopotamus-Eating-Picture-Puffin/dp/0143501364
http://www.amazon.com/Theres-Hippopotamus-Eating-Picture-Puffin/dp/0143501364
http://hazeledwards.com/shop/item/authorpreneurship-the-business-of-creativity
http://hazeledwards.com/shop/item/authorpreneurship-the-business-of-creativity
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By Julie Cahill Tarr

Genealogical societies continually find it 
necessary to evolve in order to keep up with the 
times. Some societies are looking at innovative 

ways to satisfy their mission, engage their members, and 
reach new members. Today’s technology allows societies 
to do this in ways we never thought possible. One such 
way is a technology craze called a webinar, which is 
growing in popularity within the genealogy community.

Simply put, a webinar is a live seminar delivered via 
the web. Organizations, and even individuals, utilize 
special web-conferencing technology to present lectures 
to a worldwide audience. For the purpose of this article, 
we will focus on webinars from the perspective of genea-
logical societies.

Background
The genealogical community was introduced to 
webinars nearly four years ago. In my opinion, Legacy 
Family Tree paved the way by successfully using 
webinars for genealogy education. Their simple model 
allows viewers from all over the world to tune into 
the live webinar. For those who are not able to attend, 
Legacy offers the opportunity for anyone to watch a 
recording of the webinar, for free, for at least a week 

following the live broadcast. Additionally, recordings 
can be purchased on CD, and about a year ago, they 
implemented a subscription-based website that allows 
users to watch all of the archived recordings.

Genealogical societies, such as the Southern 
California Genealogical Society and the Utah 
Genealogical Association, soon followed the trend and 
developed successful webinar programs of their own 
in order to meet their educational goals and provide 
service to the genealogy community as a whole. The 
forward thinking of these organizations inspired other 
societies to do the same. There are now at least fourteen 
genealogical societies that provide webinars:

• Association of Professional Genealogists
• Federation of Genealogical Societies
• Florida State Genealogical Society
• Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
• Georgia Genealogical Society
• Illinois State Genealogical Society
• Minnesota Genealogical Society
• New England Historic Genealogical Society
• North Carolina Genealogical Society
• Ontario Genealogical Society

Implementing a 

program for 
your society

webinar
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• Society of Australian Genealogists
• Southern California Genealogical Society
• Utah Genealogical Association
• Wisconsin State Genealogical Society

Each society runs their webinar programs differently. 
Some have a regular schedule, while others are more 
impromptu. Sometimes the live webinars are open to 
the public for free, while other times the live webinars 
are open only to members, and still other times there 
may be a fee involved. These and other differences will 
be discussed in more detail throughout this article as we 
work through building your society’s webinar plan.

Assessment of mission and goals
Due to the expense and planning involved, webinars 
are not something you want to implement just because 
other societies have done so. You will want to carefully 
examine your society and its goals to determine if webi-
nars are the right fit.

The first thing you need to do is decide if webinars 
will help fulfill the mission and goals of your society. 
Take the time to review the society’s mission statement 
and long-range goals. Most societies have an educa-
tional mission and webinars definitely provide a way to 
serve that purpose. However, you should look beyond 
that broad perspective and identify other ways in which 
webinars can help your society achieve its specific goals. 
For example, is your society looking to:

• Increase membership? 
• Supplement current membership benefits?
• Provide alternative educational methods to accom-

modate members’ needs?
• Elevate the society and gain exposure?
• Reach a younger audience?
• Introduce genealogy to those not already interested 

in it?

Webinars can certainly help your society achieve 
these and other goals. Write down each applicable goal 
and use this as your guide during the planning process. 
Keep in mind that what works for one society, may not 
work for your society. It is all dependent on your soci-
ety’s specific set of goals.

Considerations for planning a webinar pro-
gram
Now that you have identified the goals that webinars can 
help with, it is time to start thinking about what your 
society’s webinar program might look like. Be sure to 
keep track of your thoughts as you consider each point. 
Remember to use the goals you outlined earlier to be 
your guiding light while considering your options.

Note: You need to go through this process without 
thinking about the cost, as it will only serve as a 
distraction. Just focus on the big picture and the 
possibilities independent of dollar signs. After you go 
through this process of envisioning a suitable webinar 
program, you will know exactly what you are looking for 
when considering the cost aspect of services and such.

Focus
Most societies that currently have a webinar program 
tend to stick to general genealogy topics that appeal 
to a broader audience. There are of course exceptions. 
For example, the Association of Professional Genealo-
gists sticks to topics in their niche with lectures geared 
toward professional development. The Illinois State 
Genealogical Society provides a few webinars each 
year that focus on Illinois or the Midwest. The Georgia 
Genealogical Society conducts a handful of webinars 

Due to the expense 

and planning 

involved, webinars 

are not something 

you want to 

implement just 

because other 

societies have 

done so.
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relevant to Georgia records and repositories.
You will need to determine the focus of your webinar 

program. Will you provide a variety of general genealogy 
topics, keep a narrow focus on either your location or 
niche, or a combination of both? For example, a society 

dedicated to Polish genealogy, might want to 
focus solely on topics in their niche. A soci-
ety that concentrates on a large geographical 
region may want to present topics relevant to 
the region, with the occasional general topic 
to appeal to a different audience.

Live Broadcast Options
When it comes to the live broadcast of a webinar, a soci-
ety can take a variety of approaches. Most of the societ-
ies currently hosting webinars allow anyone to attend 
the live broadcast for free. Other societies only allow 
members to attend, and yet others charge a fee to attend 
(sometime a member/nonmember rate system is used).

If your society is looking to recoup some of the ex-
pense of running a webinar program, a small fee to attend 
might be an option. However, you might want to consider 
two things before taking this approach. First, there are 
many free webinars out there, including those from non-
society providers, and it may be hard to compete with 
that if you charge a fee. Additionally, there will be added 
management issues related to payments and registrations. 
If you decide to go this route, you will need to figure out 
what the policy will be for payments, registrations, and 
refunds, as well as who will handle these tasks.

Societies that consider only allowing members to 
attend the live broadcast might also encounter addi-
tional management aspects, depending on the webinar 
provider. In some cases, each registration will need to 
be verified with the membership list and manually ap-
proved. In other cases, you may need to issue passwords 
for attendees to access the live webinar or have a “portal” 
set up behind the members-only section of your website.

Recordings
Many of the societies listed above record the live broad-
cast of the webinar and make the recording available to 
their members through a members-only section of their 
website. If you plan on going this direction, make sure 
you work with your webmaster to determine the best 
approach from both a logistical and cost standpoint.

For societies that are contemplating selling the 
recordings on CDs, you will need to figure out how the 
CDs will be made and how the orders will be processed. 
You will also need to consider a royalty agreement with 
the speakers.

Frequency
Next, you will need to determine how often you want to 
hold webinars. Many of the societies listed above hold 
one webinar each month, while some hold webinars 
sporadically. If you choose a once-a-month route, you 
should also consider whether to hold the webinars on 
a regular schedule (e.g., third Thursday of the month at 
2 p.m.) or have a random schedule. The frequency will 
also play into the overall cost, since the more speakers 
you need, the bigger the budget. You might also want to 
think about whether a webinar program is something 
you want to do for just a year, or if you want to make it 
an annual series.

Cost
Now that you have determined the ideal criteria for your 
society’s webinar program, you need to decide whether it 
is a cost-effective option to achieve your goals. First, you 
will need to find a webinar service that suits the needs you 
have identified in your plan. The most popular provider 
within the genealogy community is GoToWebinar by 
Citrix. Other services used in the community include 
Adobe Connect and AT&T Connect. Most webinar 
providers offer an annual subscription plan. Some 

A society dedicated to 

Polish genealogy, might 

want to focus solely on 

topics in their niche.

http://www.citrix.com/products/gotowebinar/overview.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/adobeconnect.html
http://www.business.att.com/enterprise/Family/unified-communications/business-collaboration-services/
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services have a tiered pricing structure that is based on 
the number of people who can attend the live broadcast 
of the webinar. You will need to study each provider’s 
offerings in conjunction with your plan. Remember, your 
plan is your guide here. The key to saving money, first and 
foremost, is to pay only for what you need.

Second, you will need to consider if you will 
compensate your speakers, and if so, how much. Offering 
compensation will ensure that you attract quality 
speakers. Remember, even though the speaker is not 
traveling and can deliver the webinar in their PJs, they are 
still giving up at least an hour to present the lecture and 
a good amount of time to prepare the lecture itself (e.g., 
speaking points, slide presentation, handout, etc.).

The final cost consideration is applicable only if 
you decide to record the webinars and make them 
available to your members. In order to keep the videos 
protected from piracy, you will need to determine the 
best (and cost-effective) means to store the videos and 
make them accessible to your members. This might 
require additional storage space for your website or a 
subscription to a video-sharing service such as Vimeo 
(Vimeo is one service that allows you to keep videos 
private and share only on your terms). As previously 
mentioned, you should work with your society’s 
webmaster to identify the best solution.

Cost-Savings tips
Again, the best tip for saving money is to purchase only 
what you need. Do not waste money on the bells and 
whistles you will never use. In addition to that, here are 
a few more tips:

• If your organization is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, you may 
be able to take advantage of the discount offerings 
available through TechSoup. As of July 2014, there 
are discounts available for two webinar providers: 
GoToWebinar and ReadyTalk.

• Charge a fee for the live broadcast. See additional 
considerations under “Live broadcast options” above.

• Create a sponsorship program. Genealogy-related 
businesses and organizations may be willing to pay 
a fee to sponsor one or more of your webinars in 
exchange for some publicity.

• Enlist a partner. If your society is not able to swing the 
cost, chances are, other societies are in the same boat. 
Why not join forces with another society and split 

the cost? You could also team up with your respective 
historical society or even a genealogy vendor.

• Establish a donation fund specifically for the webinar 
program. People may not be able to pay you back, 
so to speak, by becoming a member, but they may 
be able to say “thank you” with a small contribution, 
especially when they benefit directly.

• Find other uses for the webinar service to make it 
worth the cost. Most products can be utilized to 
conduct small meetings, so perhaps you could use it 
to hold board meetings or even create virtual Special 
Interest Groups (another membership benefit!).

Additional tips for implementing and man-
aging a webinar program
• Study what other societies are doing and ask them 

for advice.
• Develop a speaking agreement that outlines the ex-

pectations of both the society and the speaker.
• Establish a contingency plan in the event of technical 

issues, illness, etc.
• Have at least two people online during the live webi-

nar, one to moderate and one to handle questions.
• Carefully pick a date and time so you do not overlap 

with another society’s webinar.
• PUBLICIZE!  While writing this article, I discovered 

four webinar programs that I was not previously aware 
of. Take advantage of social media, including the 
GeneaWebinars blog and calendar, to get the word out. 
And do not overlook traditional publicity, such as flyers 
to post at local libraries or handout at society meetings.

Conclusion
Hopefully this article has served as a stepping stone 
for societies that have been wrestling with the idea of a 
webinar program. It is a lot to think about, but trust that 
the information and strategies provided in this article 
will help the task seem less daunting.

As the former Education Committee Chair for the Illinois 
State Genealogical Society, Julie Cahill Tarr began planning 
their webinar program back in 2011. This monthly series 
was implemented in January 2012 and continues today. If 
you have any questions about starting a webinar program 
you may e-mail Julie and she will be happy to respond.

https://vimeo.com/
http://techsoup.org/
http://www.readytalk.com/
http://blog.geneawebinars.com/
mailto:geneajulie@gmail.com
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A past Rootsmithing article 
was devoted to a discussion 
of issues faced by volunteer 

administrators of genealogy mailing 
lists, message boards, Facebook 
Groups, Google+ Communities, 
and similar online forums. In this 
article, I will look at things from the 
standpoint of the typical user of the 
genealogy forum, providing some 
helpful guidelines for establishing 
a reputation as a collegial, helpful 
participant.

When we participate in any 
face-to-face discussion, we are able 
to do three things that are difficult 
or impossible to do online: to 
benefit from a lifetime of experience 
in engaging in those types of 
discussions, to use tone of voice and 
body language to add additional 
meaning to our choice of words, and 
to see the body language of the other 
participants, which provides us with 
immediate feedback as to the impact 
of our words. Meanwhile, the online 
world is relatively new to many of 
us, and there is no body language 
to clarify our communication 
intentions or to see how we are 
being perceived by others.

This means there is a burden 
upon us to learn something about the 
culture of online forums before we 
choose to participate in them, and to 
be exceedingly careful in the timing 
of our messages and the language we 
use. Let’s get into some specifics.

The first rule of etiquette is to 
learn what the intention of the 

particular genealogy forum is. Is it a 
question-and-answer forum, where 
experienced users post queries 
about their brick walls or where 
newbies ask some basic questions 
about some aspect of genealogy? Is 
it a place to share news of the gene-
alogy world, or to express opinions? 
Is it a place to socialize and share 
amusing anecdotes? If you fail to 
spend enough time reading the 
forum’s messages before you post 
your own, you may find that you 
are violating the spirit and intent of 
the forum, and other posters (or the 
forum administrator) may criticize 

you for it.
Not only should forum mes-

sages be appropriate in the kind 
of message it is, but also messages 
in certain kinds of forums must fit 
within the geographic, ethnic, or 
other defined scope of the forum. 
Posting general genealogy questions 
in a forum dedicated to a particular 
country, state, county, or ethnicity 
may irritate the forum’s users, who 
may remind you there are more 
appropriate forums out there for 
such broad questions. Messages in 
a technology forum should have to 
do with technology. Messages in a 

Netiquette for the 
twenty-first century
By Drew Smith, MLS

Drew Smith, MLS
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South Carolina forum should have 
to do with South Carolina. Users 
usually seek out narrowly focused 
forums because that is what they are 
most interested in, so violating the 
forum’s scope is usually perceived as 
rude or at best, uninformed. It does 
not somehow excuse a posting that 
is off-topic for a forum simply by 
preceding the posting with “I know 
this is off-topic, but….” When in 
doubt about the appropriateness of 
your posting, contact the forum ad-
ministrator privately for a decision 
before you make the posting.

Related to this idea of off-topic 
forum postings is the inevitable 
“topic drift” that can plague any 
long message thread. If you see that 
you are taking the thread in a direc-
tion that will cause the thread to fall 
outside the scope of the forum, offer 
to move the discussion to another 
forum, or ask that others message 
you privately if they wish to con-
tinue. Also, don’t start an entirely 
new topic by simply replying to 
an existing thread. This may cause 
two different conversations to go 
on within the same thread, result-
ing in a great deal of confusion and 
annoyance. If you have a new topic 
that you want to discuss, learn how 
to start a new thread.

While it is entirely possible 
that you will post an answer to a 
question within seconds of some-
one else’s posting the same answer 
(nobody will fault you for that), it is 
not good practice to post an answer 
identical to one posted minutes, 
hours, or days earlier. There is an 
expectation in genealogy forums 
that you will read all previous 
responses or comments before you 
post your own, just to avoid this 
kind of duplication. Also, if others 

post different answers, or express 
disagreement with your answer, 
don’t simply repeat your answer 
with no additional argument or 
evidence, as if simply saying it often 
enough would somehow make it 
true. Certainly, if your answer is 

misquoted or misrepresented by 
another poster, you can post again 
to clarify your answer or to point 
out how you were misunderstood.

Like it or not, posters to 
genealogy forums are judged 
by their spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation (or lack thereof). 
There may be a feeling that 
someone who doesn’t take the time 
to write a clear and well-written 
comment is someone who probably 
doesn’t take the time to carefully 
research, examine, and evaluate 
genealogical evidence. And it is 
still the case that forum postings 
made in ALL CAPS will give the 
impression of shouting.

If you have a problem or ques-
tion regarding a problem in using 
the forum itself, communicate 
privately with the forum administra-

tor. Generally, other forum users do 
not want to see that you are having 
issues in posting to the forum or in 
unsubscribing from a mailing list. 
And if you have a problem with 
someone else’s posting, again com-
plain privately to the forum admin-

istrator. Otherwise, you may start a 
flame war and even more moderate 
forum participants may get the im-
pression you are trying to usurp the 
role of the administrator.

Most genealogy forums have 
some sort of policy statement or 
FAQ that will tell you what the 
rules of the road are. In the case of 
a mailing list, it may be e-mailed 
to you automatically when you 
subscribe to the list. For a message 
board or Facebook Group, it may 
be a message pinned to the begin-
ning of a board where it is easy 
to find. Review the rules before 
you start to post, so you won’t be 
admonished by an administrator or 
other posters that you are breaking 

Like it or not, posters to 
genealogy forums are judged 

by their spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation (or lack thereof). 
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the forum rules.
If you see someone posting a 

spam message to the forum, don’t 
waste time responding to the spam 
message. If you have any reason 
to believe that the administrator 
is unaware of the spam, use the 
forum’s spam reporting feature, or 
communicate privately with the 
forum administrator.

Avoid getting a reputation of 
someone in the forum who must 
post a response to every message. 
It’s not likely you are the most 
knowledgeable person in the forum 
on every topic. A good forum 
participant is someone who not only 
carefully picks and chooses the most 
appropriate threads in which to 
respond, but who also steps back to 
encourage others to participate.

If you engage in a lot of different 
forums over a long period of time, 
odds are you will sooner or later 
encounter a heavy-handed forum 
administrator who deals with you or 
other posters unfairly. If the forum 
has more than one administrator, 
you may want to contact one of 
them privately to see if they feel that 
the situation was handled appropri-
ately. In some cases, you may have to 
go over the head of the administra-
tor to someone who has authority 
for the forum system. And there will 
always be cases where you will just 
have to live with a bad decision, or 
choose to spend your time in other 
forums that are more fairly run.

Don’t be too impatient if you 
think a forum administrator isn’t 
responding quickly enough to a 
forum problem. Be sensitive to the 
fact that nearly all forum adminis-
trators are volunteers, and have lives 
outside of the forum that may take 
them away from the forum itself 

for hours or even a few days. (If the 
administrator needs to be away for 
longer than that, then they should 
have appointed someone to help out 
in their absence.)

Finally, be aware of the fact 
that no matter how carefully you 
choose your words, someone 
among the hundreds or thousands 
of other forum readers may misin-
terpret something you have said, 
or interpret it in the worst possible 
way. You may even be accused of 
saying something that was said by 
an entirely different poster (in an 
online forum, it’s easy to misre-
member what was said by whom).

I have been participating in 
online genealogy forums for more 
than twenty years, and I have made 
many good friends as a result, some 
of whom I have had the pleasure 
of meeting in real life at genealogy 
conferences. Certainly, once you 

meet someone in person and get to 
know them, it gives you a very dif-
ferent perspective on how you in-
terpret their online forum postings, 
because as you read those postings 
you can imagine hearing the words 
as if spoken by that person. To be 
honest, all of us probably show a 
slightly different side of ourselves 
online as compared with what we 
show in person, due in part to the 
vague sense of anonymity that we 
experience online (even when we 
are posting under our own names).

Because most people in online 
forums will not know you in real 
life, or may be seeing your postings 
for the first time, they will be getting 
a first impression of you from what 
you write. Work to come across as 
a pleasant and helpful member of 
the forum community, and you are 
likely to be responded to in kind.
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Cardon Families  
Organization

The purpose of the Cardon 
Families Organization is 
to coordinate and work 

together as a family to identify and 
become more acquainted with their 
ancestors and relatives. This group 
strives to organize family reunions, 
research family histories, gather 
photographs, keep journals, write 
individual and family histories, 
establish communications via a 
website, provide a family newsletter, 
organize travel and tours, and to 
complete other activities. A list of 
several publications about various 
Cardon family members is listed on 
their website with links and some 
excerpts.

Also included on their website 
are early photographs of Cardon 
ancestors, as well as scanned 
images of census records and grave 
markers. Under “Photos,” clicking 
on an image will open a separate 
window which will display a 
summary for a particular Cardon 
ancestor, written in both Italian and 
English. The manner in which this 
group has arranged their links is 
efficient and well-done.

The section “Mexico Project” 
provides photographs of 
tombstones of Cardon ancestors 
who settled in the Mormon 
colonies of Mexico.

Clearly, a great deal of time and 
thought has been devoted to this 
website. Scans of old letters, docu-
ments, etc., are included in some 

sections. Those who trace the Car-
don family should find the organiza-
tion of much value in their research.

Dare Family Association
The Dare family database includes 
over forty thousand descendants 

of William Dare of Lyme Regis, 
Dorset, England, in addition to 
another fifty thousand relatives with 
the surnames Adams, Allen, Ayars, 
Bacon, Bates, Bateman, Brown, 
Davis, DeVault, DuBois, Elwell, 
Fithian, Friend, Hall, Harris, Hitch-

Family Associations
By Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG

FGS FORUM 

36 Winter 2010, Volume 22, Number 4     

Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 
Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 
the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware.  [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
Christine Rose

The Cardon Families Organization

The Dare Family Association

http://www.thecardonfamilies.org/
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ner, Howell, Johnson, Lippincott, 
Lore, Moore, Mulford, Ogden, Page, 
Parvin, Powell, Reeves, Sayre, Sharp, 
Sheppard, Smith, Stratton, Thomp-
son, VanMeter, Westcott, Wood, and 
many other long-time South Jersey 
families.

The 92nd Annual Dare Family 
Association Reunion will be held 
on Saturday, 19 September 2015 in 
Carney’s Point, New Jersey. These 
reunions are open to all Dare families, 
regardless of the ancestral line.

The Dare Family Association 
states that many past researchers 
believed William Dyer, born ca. 
1580, and his wife Dorothy Shirley, 
were parents of William Dare of 
Lyme Regis from whom the US 
Dares of New Jersey descend. 
However, their DNA testing has 
revealed that over 80 percent of 
the Dares who participated have 
no connection to the Dyer fam-
ily. Additionally, some documents 
were found to link the family back 
to Lyme Regis proper, to about 
1625, giving further evidence that 
the name was Dare and did not 
evolve from Dyer.

A lengthy compilation of the 
Dare family is included on their 
website. Captain William Dare (son 
of Nicholas) was born 1 November 
1655 in Lyme Regis, Dorset, Eng-
land. He evidently emigrated to the 
south of England and then to what 
is now Cumberland County, New 
Jersey.

Descendants should find this 
website helpful to their search of this 
family.

Revisited
The Nickerson Family Association 
appeared in this column in 2000. 
The association, located on Cape 

Cod in Chatham, Massachusetts, 
is devoted to the Nickerson family 
name and the descendants of Wil-
liam and Anne (Busby) Nickerson.

The primary goal of the asso-
ciation is to research and preserve 
Nickerson genealogical informa-
tion. The Nickerson House and 
Genealogical Research Center, 
located in Chatham, maintains an 
extensive growing collection of 
Nickerson records and memora-
bilia based on over one hundred 
years of research, as well as a large 
library of Cape Cod history and 
genealogy.

Adjacent the Nickerson House 
is the Caleb House, an 1827 home 
purchased with member contribu-
tions that was relocated and re-
stored on land containing William 
Nickerson’s original home from 
about 1664. The Caleb Nickerson 
House is open Wednesdays, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. from mid-June through 
late-September or by appointment.

The association holds an-
nual reunions and sponsors many 
events and projects throughout 

the year. Every Nickerson descen-
dent or friend of the association 
is invited to share their heritage 
and to help preserve it for future 
generations.

There are presently five 
published volumes of the Nickerson 
Family genealogy which bring 
descendants of William and 
Anne Nickerson to the ninth 
generation. In addition, family 
records and charts are housed in 
the Genealogical Research Center 
to help the family identify their 
Nickerson ancestors as they work to 
update the genealogy database and 
publications. Interested Nickerson 
researchers should explore their 
website to learn more about the 
family and the association.

The John Libby Family Association

The Nickerson Family Association

http://www.darefamily.com/
http://www.nickersonassoc.org/
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WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE THIS
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT TOOL
FOR GENEALOGY SOCIETIES.

BECAUSE YOU HELPED
DESIGN IT.

YOU WANT IT TO BE EASY.
You don’t need to know anything special 

about computers to use EasyNetSites. If you 
can use a word processor and fill out a form, 

you have all the necessary skills to create, 
maintain and update your own website.

YOU WANT IT TO BE POWERFUL.
In no time at all you’ll be able to create web pages, 
insert photos and links, operate online databases 
like cemetery lists and library archives, manage 
your membership, send blast emails and much, 

much more — all with point and click ease.

YOU WANT IT TO BE ADAPTABLE.
EasyNetSites is made to be custom-built to your 

speci�c needs. You choose exactly what features you 
want to include. Our built-in editing tools let you 
control the content on every single page. You even 
have control over who has access to certain pages.

YOU WANT IT TO BE AFFORDABLE.
Here’s the best part: you get all this and a beautiful, 
professionally designed website at a price that any 
budget-conscious society can a�ord. Simplify your 
society’s management processes, better serve your 
members and reduce your overall operating costs.

People just like you from genealogy societies across the nation told us exactly what they wanted in a 
web program... and we listened!

Call 813-269-4455 today for your free, no obligation demonstration
or visit our website at http://EasyNetSites.com to learn more.

 “EasyNetSites promises to be everything a genealogical society needs in a website, all in one package. 
�en EasyNetSites delivers!”

- Donna Potter Phillips  President, Eastern Washington Genealogical Society

 “In short order, we went from one harried webmaster trying to keep up with our society’s activities to a 
full team of con�dent and capable contributors.We couldn’t be more pleased with EasyNetSites.”

- William �omas, Webmaster  Pikes Peak Genealogical Society

http://easynetsites.com
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Blogs provide a huge benefit 
to the genealogical commu-
nity. You do not have to be 

a writer to appreciate blogs. In fact, 
they are great information sources 
for readers who enjoy family history. 
There are blogs that cover aspects 
of genealogy, archives, history, and 
more. Below are some examples of 
the many types of blogs that can 
enhance your family experience.

Think big
Even if your genealogy interests are 
close to home, you can benefit from 
reading genealogy blogs on national 
and global levels. They are one of the 
best ways to learn about new record 
collections, historical events and 
other stories that match your own 
research interests.

FGS Voice is the official blog 
of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies (FGS), covering pertinent 
family history news and serving 
societies around the globe. The blog 
covers the latest genealogy news and 
FGS updates, including this post an-
nouncing upcoming FGS events for 
2015 and 2016. It is free and search-
able (see the side bar for search box) 
if you are looking for a past article.

The National Genealogical 
Society’s UpFront with NGS blog is 
another great way to keep up with 
global genealogy news. They share 
updates from other societies, news 
from archives repositories and lots 
of interesting genealogy informa-
tion. You can subscribe to their blog 
via e-mail by signing up via the form 
on the blog’s left sidebar.

Don’t forget about society blogs 
at the state and regional levels. Many 
groups maintain their own blogs 
and these are good sources for his-
tory information and news about 
genealogy events. FGS member 
societies the Ohio Genealogical 
Society, the New Mexico Genea-
logical Society, and Washington 
State Genealogical Society all have 
blogs. Search and see if your favorite 
state and regional societies have 
blogs as well.

Large repositories
Genealogists know libraries and 
archives are filled with family 
history records and materials 
we love. You should also know 
these organizations are constantly 
changing and updating their 
collections, as well as providing 
educational services and instruction. 
Keep up with the latest news by 
reading your favorite library and 
archives blogs.

The National Archives and Re-
cords Administration has fourteen 
different blogs covering many dif-

ferent aspects of records collection 
and preservation. Many of these are 
relevant to family history including 
Rediscovering Black History, the 
teaching tool Education Updates, 
and Aotus the official blog of the 
Archivist of the United States.

If you have research interests 
in Canada, check out the Library 
and Archives Canada blog. It was 
launched in 2011 in order to better 
communicate with patrons and 
visitors. Those with roots in the 
United Kingdom should explore 
The National Archives (UK) blog, 
which covers historical news, event 
promotions, and information found 
within their collection of records 
spanning over one thousand years.

Many states and provinces have 
blogs pertaining to their archives 
as well. Search the states and areas 
where you have research interests 
for ways to stay informed of news 
in those areas. The State Archives 
of North Carolina keeps users 
updated through their blog History 
for All the People. Those wanting 
to learn more about the Sunshine 

Developing a blog 
reading list
By Amy Coffin

Amy Coffin

http://voice.fgs.org/
http://voice.fgs.org/2014/05/fgs-announces-upcoming-events-for-2015.html
http://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://ohiogenealogicalsociety.blogspot.com/
http://ohiogenealogicalsociety.blogspot.com/
http://nmgsblog.blogspot.com/
http://nmgsblog.blogspot.com/
http://washgensoc.blogspot.com/
http://washgensoc.blogspot.com/
http://www.archives.gov/social-media/blogs.html
http://www.archives.gov/social-media/blogs.html
http://blogs.archives.gov/blackhistoryblog/
http://blogs.archives.gov/education/
http://blogs.archives.gov/aotus/
http://thediscoverblog.com/
http://thediscoverblog.com/
http://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://ncarchives.wordpress.com/
http://ncarchives.wordpress.com/
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State should check out The Florida 
Memory Blog. The State Archives of 
Florida publishes this fantastic blog 
filled with stories and photos about 
important events and people in the 
state’s history.

State and provincial archive 
blogs exist all around the globe. The 
Queensland State Archives Blog 
covers historical news in Austra-
lia’s second-largest state. Also, the 
Provincial Archives of Alberta 
publishes ArchivesAlberta, calling 
it “a window into Alberta’s archiving 
community.” Photos, transcriptions 
and stories are shared within it.

Small archive treasures
Countless historical gems are found 
in smaller archives, such as aca-
demic libraries and museums. If you 
have a deep research interest in a 
particular location, be sure to check 

the special repositories in that area. 
The Office of the Director at the 
University of Texas Libraries high-
lights the unique items within their 
holdings in their TexLibris blog. 
One of their previous blog posts 
showcased an exhibition of the Ben-
son Latin American Collection.

Those with an interest in immi-
gration through New York may want 
to follow Notes From the Tenement 
which is the blog of the Tenement 
Museum. They even have a genealo-
gy tag for all their blog posts related 
to family history!

Keeping tabs on college librar-
ies, museums, and special archives 
through their blogs is an easy way 
to stay informed about parts of their 
collections of interest to you. When 
you discover their items pertain to 
your family tree, you will see it is 
worth the effort to follow their blogs.

Library perks
Libraries are the go-to place for great 
books, but have you seen all the other 
items and events they have? Many 
libraries hold classes that are free to 
the public, and a lot of those pertain to 
genealogy. You can also learn comput-
er programs or digital photography.

The Houston Public Library sys-
tem has dozens of branches around 
the city, including the fabulous 
Clayton Library Center for Genea-
logical Research. They publicize 
events at their branches through 
their blog which also includes a 
search box you can use to find rel-
evant genealogy news and events.

Another great library blog is 
published by Skokie Public Library 
in Illinois. The library’s blog is orga-
nized into categories so you can get 
the latest information on research, 
news, technology, and more.

Why certify?

Find your answer on the BCG website.

Board for Certification of Genealogists® ● Box 14291 - Dept. F ● Washington, DC 20044
http://www.BCGcertification.org/certification/why.html

http://floridamemory.com/blog/
http://floridamemory.com/blog/
http://blogs.archives.qld.gov.au/
http://archivesalberta.wordpress.com/
http://blogs.lib.utexas.edu/texlibris/
http://blogs.lib.utexas.edu/texlibris/2014/06/05/benson-out-and-about/
http://blogs.lib.utexas.edu/texlibris/2014/06/05/benson-out-and-about/
http://www.tenement.org/blog/
http://www.tenement.org/blog/tag/genealogy/
http://www.tenement.org/blog/tag/genealogy/
http://www2.houstonlibrary.org/clayton/
http://www2.houstonlibrary.org/clayton/
http://blogs.houstonlibrary.org/
http://blogs.skokielibrary.info/
http://www.bcgcertification.org
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Many libraries have their own 
blogs. Follow those in your area. You 
never know when it will benefit your 
pursuit of family history.

Databases and software
Many of the online tools and com-
puter programs you use for geneal-
ogy use blogs to keep users informed 
of new developments and technol-
ogy updates. The Ancestry.com 
blog covers both Family Tree Maker 
and their popular database collec-
tion. You can keep up with all things 
FamilySearch on the FamilySearch 
Blog. Users of RootsMagic and 
Legacy Family Tree can learn about 
software updates, program how-to’s, 
and free webinars on their blogs.

See if the makers of your favorite 
family history products and data-
bases have blogs as well.

Prolific Bloggers
A good survey of blogs that pertain 
to genealogy is not complete with-
out a mention of the many individ-
ual bloggers out there. Genealogy 
blogging is a popular pastime. It’s  
a way for others to discuss geneal-
ogy issues or their personal  
family tree.

If you want to keep up with fam-
ily history developments, Eastman’s 
Online Genealogy Newsletter is a 
must for your list. If “breaking news” 
happens in the genealogy world, au-
thor Dick Eastman is often the first 
to report it.

Another must-read blogger is 
Randy Seaver, author of Genea-
Musings. Any time a new genealogy 
product of software feature comes 
out, Randy is the first to try it and 
report his findings.

Blogs and beyond
There are thousands of family his-
tory blogs out there to be discovered 
and enjoyed. The Genealogy Blog 
Roll at Geneabloggers.com car-
ries almost three thousand of them 
searchable by category.

Are you wondering if your favorite 
library, online tool, or genealogy 
speaker has a blog? Search for the item 
or person by name and include the 
word “blog.” Often the search engine 
results will lead you right to the source.

Think about all of the tools you 
encounter in your genealogy research: 
repositories, software, libraries, 
societies, and fellow genealogists. All 
of these elements grow and change, 
making it difficult to keep up with 
developments. Following and read-
ing the blogs related to these tools will 
help you learn more and enhance your 
family history experience.

Out-of-Style
A Modern Perspective of HOW, 

WHY and WHEN Vintage Fashions Evolved
by Betty Kreisel Shubert

Hollywood Costume Designer turned Fashion Historian 
and Columnist-Illustrator for Ancestry Magazine offers 
you the following in her award winning book:

• How to time-date old family photos…made easy!

• 700 illustrations reveal style clues of men, women, 
& children 19th–21st centuries.

• Gems of social history bring warmth, humanity 
and life!... to dry data & old records.                                

Family Tree Magazine UK calls Out-of-Style, 
“OUR TOP CHOICE”!                                                                                               

For more information, please visit www.OutOfStyleTheBook.com

 Order: From Amazon, about $20 soft cover & about $38 hard cover
            Wholesale distributors: Barnes & Noble or Ingram

http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry
http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/
http://blog.rootsmagic.com/
http://news.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/
http://www.geneamusings.com/
http://www.geneamusings.com/
http://geneabloggers.com/genealogy-blogs/
http://geneabloggers.com/genealogy-blogs/
http://www.outofstylethebook.com
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Last spring, Senate Commit-
tee on Finance chairman Ron 
Wyden, D-OR, announced 

his leadership team. This powerful 
committee impacts the previous 
discussions listed in this column 
on identity theft and the Social 
Security Death Index. Members of 
Senator Wyden’s Finance Commit-
tee include: Joshua Sheinkman, staff 
director, from the Energy and Natu-
ral Resources Committee; Jocelyn 
Moore, deputy staff director; Mike 
Evans, chief counsel, previously a 
partner with K&L Gates Law Firm; 
David Berick, chief investigator, pre-
viously holding the same position 
on the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee; Elizabeth 
Jurinka, chief health policy adviser; 
Laura Berntsen, senior human 
services adviser; Todd Metcalf, chief 
tax counsel; Jayme White, chief ad-
viser for International Competitive-
ness and Innovation, who served on 
Wyden’s staff as legislative director 
and top advisor on international 
trade and technology issues; and 
Sarah Bittleman, legislative director 
and finance committee chief counsel 
for Energy, Natural Resources and 
Agriculture, who came from the 
Environmental Protection Agency.

In addition, Senator Wyden’s 
communication team includes Tom 
Caiazza, spokesman on Intelligence, 
Technology/Internet, Defense, and 
Transportation; Keith Chu, spokes-
man on Energy, Natural Resources, 
and Trade; Lindsey Held, spokes-

woman on Tax and Investigations; 
Ken Willis, spokesman on Health 
and Domestic Policy; and Rebecca 
Steele, digital director. Senator 
Wyden may be contacted via e-mail 
through his website, or by mail, 
Senate Committee on Finance, 219 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20510-6200.

Because of new restrictions on 
the Social Security Death Master 
File (DMF), forensic genealogists 
and others whose businesses depend 
on accessibility to the DMF now 
have to go through the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Temporary 
Certification Program. By obtaining 
certification, successful applicants 
may acquire DMF data from the 
National Technical Information 
Service (NTIS). Only those who 
have the certification will be able to 
access the NTIS information. The 
Department of Commerce sees a 
compelling need for alternatives to 
the DMF, but they do not have the 
authority under the law to make any 
changes. As of this writing, there 
is no other alternative to the DMF 
that meets everyone’s needs and 
expectations. The National Asso-
ciation for Public Health Statistics 
and Information Systems’ database, 
the Electronic Verification of Vital 
Events database, does not have 
broad searching capability and 
the Center for Disease Control’s 
National Death Index is “available 
to investigators solely for statisti-
cal purposes in medical and health 

research. The service is not acces-
sible to organizations or the general 
public for legal, administrative, or 
genealogy purposes.” RPAC is work-
ing on a draft amendment to Public 
Law 11-67, Section 203 (House Joint 
Resolution 59, as enacted) so that 
the deceased person’s full name, date 
of birth, date of death and other 
pertinent information be made 
available to researchers with certain 
limitations.

RPAC received information from 
Oklahoma RPAC state liaison Billie 
Fogarty that the Oklahoma HB3028 
which would combine the Oklahoma 
Historical Society with the Depart-
ment of Tourism never made it out 
of committee. Oklahoma SB1448 was 
written to amend the original bill, 
which only allowed the deceased per-
son to access their death certificate. 
The bill was amended in committee 
to incorporate the provision of the 

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By Linda McCleary

Linda McCleary

Take the 
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reader 
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Click HERE and let your 
voice be heard...
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2011 Revision of the Model Vital 
Statistics Act with embargo periods 
of 125 years for birth records and 
seventy-five years for death records. 
In April, the Governor signed this 
bill, and the law became effective 1 
November 2014.

Massachusetts state liaison 
Barbara Mathews reported that 
after two years of bills introduced to 
restrict access to vital records, there 
is better coordination between all the 
genealogical societies across the state.

In May, we learned that the So-
cial Security Administration’s (SSA) 
Letter Forwarding Service Agency 
would be terminated. Since 1945, 
this service provided the public with 
a means to locate someone by send-
ing a letter to the agency, who would 
then in turn send the letter to the 
addressee at the address available to 

SSA. With the world-wide coverage 
of the Internet, it was decided that 
this service was no longer viable.

States
PENNSYLVANIA: 
The People for Bet-
ter Pennsylvania 

Historical Records Access (PaHR-
Access) announced that the Penn-
sylvania state death certificates are 
now online through Ancestry.com. 
Birth certificates are also available 
105 years after the birth and death 
certificates are available fifty years 
after the death. By March 2015, 
Pennsylvania 1906 birth certificates 
will be available and by Novem-
ber 2014, death certificates will be 
available from 1906 through 1963. 
Pennsylvania residents can access 
the birth and death records at no 

charge through the portal, www.
portal.state.pa.us. Out-of-state resi-
dents need to have a subscription 
to Ancestry.com to access these re-
cords. After three years the records 
will move to the Pennsylvania State 
Archives website where they will be 
free to everyone.

WASHINGTON: 
The Washington 
State Archives 

experienced a burst pipe in the 
archive’s basement; however, since 
the leakage was detected early, 
little damage was incurred. Some 
birth, marriage and real estate 
records were touched by water, but 
were air dried with no visible dam-
age. No documents were damaged 
beyond repair, even though a few 
had to be freeze-dried to prevent 
mold damage.

“(It is) a historical and genealogical feast...”
-CAROLINA HAROLD

“...it places the family in the context of the times... This well documented, highly
readable book sets a new benchmark for those who aspire to write their own history!”

-TENNESSEE MAGAZINE

“...an amazing story and compelling reading...” “...a standard or guide for anyone
who does family history research...the book is a keeper...”who does family history research...the book is a keeper...”

- “OUR LOOSE ENDS” BY LYNNA KAY SHUFFIELD, GENEALOGIST

ORDER TODAY!ORDER TODAY!
http://www.pioneerspatriotsandplanters.com

Hard Cover $24.95 Soft Cover $15.95

A 638-page chronicle of a family’s migration from Virginia to Kentucky, North Carolina,
Tennessee, South Carolina and Georgia from 1650 to the Civil War.  Reconstructed from

deeds, wills, diaries, court proceedings and other documents, the story describes the historic
events that led to thier journeys and settlement in the South.

http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us
http://www.portal.state.pa.us
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.pioneerpatriotsandplanters.com
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Book Reviews
By Paul Milner

FGS FORUM 

44 Winter 2010, Volume 22, Number 4     

Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 
column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-
son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 
Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 
128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.

 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws.  The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul Milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, IL 60068.

The Genealogical Proof 
Standard (GPS) “has five 
components: 1 Thorough 
(“reasonably exhaus-
tive”) searches in sources 
that might help answer 
a research question; 2 
Informative (“complete, 
accurate”) citations to the 
sources of every informa-
tion item contributing to 
the research question’s 
answer; 3 Analysis and 
comparison (“correlation”) 
of the relevant sources and 
information to assess their 
usefulness as evidence of 
the research question’s an-
swer; 4 Resolution of any 
conflicts between evidence 
and the proposed answer 
to a research question; and 
5 A written statement, list, 
or narrative supporting 
the answer.” (p.3)

The book begins by 
explaining what the 
GPS is and how the 
standards have developed 
over time. It then 
focuses on the concepts 
fundamental to the 
GPS: focused questions; 
sources; information; 
the relationship between 
sources and information; 
evidence; and how they all 
interact with one another. 
These are the foundations 
upon which the GPS 
is built. The next five 
chapters examine in detail 

and thoroughly explain 
each of the five GPS 
components in turn.

You can read the 
book and you will get 
an overview of what the 
GPS is and how it should 
be used, but you will not 
benefit from all that the 
book contains. The book 
is in reality a textbook on 
genealogical methodology 
and reasoning. Each 
concept is broken down 
into digestible pieces, 
and contains real-world 
examples. All the chapters 
conclude with exercises, 
questions, and problems 
providing practical advice 
essential to the mastering 
of the chapter’s content. 
It is by diligently working 
through these exercises 
that the family historian 
will come to understand 
and be able to use the GPS 
in their own research. Like 
all good textbooks the 
answers are at the back 
of the book for you to 
check your work. The final 
chapter provides eleven 
questions to ask of one’s 
own research, or anyone 
else’s, to verify that the 
GPS has been met.

The book includes two 
articles, reprinted from 
the NGS Quarterly, to be 
used as models for some 
of the exercises within the 

book; a valuable glossary 
for terms useful for 
understanding the terms 
that are part of the GPS; 
and an annotated reading 
and source list.

The book is available as 
an e-book, but since this is 
a textbook with exercises, 
and you will find yourself 
flipping back and forth 
in the book, the paper 
version is most likely to be 
more practical, though you 
may also want the e-book 
version so you always have 
a copy with you.

There is no doubt if 
you take the time to work 
through the exercises 
you will understand the 
GPS better, and your 
personal research should 
improve as a result of 
implementing the skills 
you will learn. This book 
is highly recommended 
for anyone wanting to 
improve their research 
skills and produce results 
that will withstand 
challenge. This is a book 
that teaches the standards 
and it should be included 
in every genealogical 
library.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Mastering Genealogical Proof. 
By Thomas W. Jones. Published 
as NGS Special Publication No. 
107 by National Genealogical 
Society, 3108 Columbia Pike, Suite 
300, Arlington VA 22204. www.
ngsgenealogy.org. 2013. xiii, 178 
pp. illustrations, tables. Softcover. 
$24.95

www.ngsgenealogy.org
www.ngsgenealogy.org
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Family Trees: A History of 
Genealogy in America. By François 
Weil, Published by Harvard 
University Press, 79 Garden 
Street, Cambridge MA 02138. 
www.hup.harvard.edu. 2013. 320 
pp., Hardcover. $27.95.

A narrative of American 
genealogy over two 
centuries, M. Weil’s work 
is extensively noted and 
draws from a variety of 
publications through the 
years. Compiled family 
genealogies, journal articles, 
and works by or produced 
by leading organizations in 
the genealogical realm are 
all among those resources 
which he has used to 
develop his theme.

Regular readers of 
reviews under my byline 
will note that there is 
always some group, large 
or small, for whom a 
particular reference or 
special interest is noted 
in a recommendation. I 
must confess, though, that 
this work simply left me 
uninspired. Perhaps the 
task of narrating American 
genealogical trends in that 
time frame is simply too 
broad a frame of reference 

to try to fill. Historical 
trends in the field may be 
interesting as background, 
but the changing patterns of 
research expectations in the 
present age would be better 
served by less-detailed 
analysis of the leading lights 
of bygone eras and fuller 
exposition on the works 
of modern pioneers in 
research methods, evidence 
evaluation, computer 
technology and techniques 
in the last quarter century.

As a final consideration 
of the book, after three 
readings, a careful 
evaluation of those 
individuals acknowledged 
by the author may explain 
my discomfort with the 
work. Virtually all of 
the dozens of named, 
referenced, and thanked 
are academics...not 
genealogists. The book 
rankles because it was 
written about the field in 

which I have been an active 
participant for most of my 
life—genealogy. And yet 
professional practitioners 
of modern genealogical 
methods in America seem 
to have been included in 
no substantial way in its 
preparation. This oversight 
suggests—perhaps even 
unintentionally—an 
unfortunate disregard 
for the field’s participants 
and practitioners in the 
present day, who may 
have provided a broader 
spectrum upon which 
to base an analysis of 
genealogy’s history.

Rev. David McDonald, CG
DeForest, Wisconsin

FamilySearch.org the 
website for FamilySearch, 
a nonprofit family history 
organization of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints (LDS), 
is constantly growing and 
changing. Mr. Morgan in 
this easy to use, laminated 
guide explores the 
different parts of the sites 
providing valuable user-
friendly tips.

The parent 
organization was 

historically known as the 
Genealogical Society of 
Utah, established in 1894. 
Through its microfilm 
and digitization 
programs, FamilySearch 
wants to make these 
resources available as 
widely as possible. Thus, 
FamilySearch continues 
to grow and change. 

The folder provides: 
an overview; highlights 
the benefits of creating 
your own login ID and 

password for the site; 
explains how the site is 
organized (Family Trees, 
Memories, and Search); 
expands with specifics for 
searching and browsing; 
and concludes with how 
to get help, stay up to date 
through the FamilySearch 
Blog and how to volunteer 
your skills. Dotted 
through this folder are 
some good suggestions 
and tips for how to 
use this large website 

Note: Book info appears on page 35.

www.hup.harvard.edu
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Genealogy at a Glance: 
FamilySearch.org Research. By 
George G. Morgan. Published by 
Genealogical Publishing, 3600 
Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore MD 21211. www.
genealogical.com. 2014. 4 pp. 
Laminated. $8.95

to facilitate one’s own 
research, how to track 
what you have done, and 
how to share it.

This Genealogy at a 
Glance is excellent for 
the beginner to get a 
sense of what is on this 
large important site and 
provides suggestions 

on how to benefit from 
all the pieces. The more 
experienced researcher is 
likely to be reminded of 
how many pieces there 
are and how to fully 
utilize the site.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

British Army research 
is a vast subject. This 
book breaks it down 
into manageable pieces. 
But how one does 
research depends upon 
the time period, rank, 
service specialty and 
the specific war. So the 
book’s chapters cover: 
organization of the army 
in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries; 
the army before 1660; 
officers; other ranks—
enlistment and conditions 
of service; medals; 
casualty rolls; discipline 
and desertion; pension 
records; militia 1757–
1914; women; British 
in India; dominion and 
colonial forces; Boer War; 
First World War; Second 
World War; 1919–1969. 
Appendices address: 
army service numbers; 
problem solving; TNA 
research guides; and 
army ranks. Each chapter 
begins by providing 
historical and social 
context for the subject 
under discussion. This 
is followed by detailed 

guidance on the records, 
what they contain, how 
to access them and 
how to interpret what 
is found. Most subjects 
include bibliographies 
for additional reading. 
The chapters are well 
illustrated especially 
in terms of sample 
documents.

It should be noted 
that although there is a 
growing body of military 
records available online, 
it is highly unlikely that 
they will ever be all 
online. Many original 
records will need to be 
accessed in person, or 
through hiring another 
researcher, at The 
National Archives in Kew.

I have read and used 
numerous how-to-books 
over the last thirty years 
for tracing my military 
ancestors and can 
heartily recommend this 
one. With any good book 
on the subject there will 
be a mental interaction 
with the book saying 
“I need to try that” or 
“I need to check out 

that source”. As you do 
research you find more 
about your ancestors, and 
you learn more. You are 
in a constantly changing 
place, and hopefully you 
have tried the obvious, 
but maybe you haven’t 
because more records 
are coming online all the 
time. Reading a book 
such as this will give you 
additional clues, indexes, 
sources that need to be 
checked out making it 
a book worth reading 
again and again as you 
make progress. I know I 
marked numerous record 
groups, indexes and 
published sources that I 
need to examine for my 
growing number of army 
relatives.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your Army Ancestors: 
A Guide for Family Historians. 
Second Edition. By Simon Fowler. 
Published by Pen & Sword 
Family History, 47 Church Street, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 2AS, 
UK www.pen-and-sword.co.uk. US 
Distributor: CasemateAthena 908 
Darby Road, Havertown PA 19083. 
www.casemateathena.com. 2013. 
x, 192 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover $24.95 

www.genealogical.com
www.genealogical.com
www.casemateathena.com
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The preface to the book 
states that “this is a 
holistic guide on how 
to gather evidence from 
buildings; understand the 
important architectural 
changes and influences of 
local craftspeople; explore 
the local area in order to 
place modern buildings 
in their historical 
landscape and find and 
use documentary sources. 
Discovering who lived 
in your property and 
how and why a building 
has changed use over 
time are also absolutely 
crucial to investigating 
its history” (p.vii). It 
acknowledges that the 
focus is on England and 
Wales for there are some 
major differences in the 
records for Ireland and 
Scotland, and especially 
for Scotland how the land 
was held.

Looking at the 
structure of the book, 
it begins with a very 
short guide to where to 
find information and 
resources, meaning 
national and local 
archives. The next 
two chapters address: 
dating your home 
and house styles; and 
architectural styles in 
England (prehistoric to 
the present). The house 
then needs to be put 
into a wider context so 
recommendations are 
given on how to build 
local knowledge. Each 

of these three chapters 
includes guidance on 
how to find out more 
information, online and 
in print.

The largest section 
of the book (118 pp) 
describes the resources 
that will be used to trace 
the history of a house 
and the people who lived 
in it. In reality these are 
the same records that 
family historians use, but 
here there is a slightly 
different emphasis—the 
house. The reader thus 
gets a good overview 
of records for putting a 
person in a given place 
in England and Wales. 
Readers will be familiar 
with many of the records, 
but there may be some 
less commonly used 
by family researchers, 
such as: deeds; fire 
insurance records; glebe 
terriers; land registry; 
land tax; manorial 
records; maps (especially 
good); architectural and 
engineering drawings; 
enclosure maps and 
awards; valuation office 
and survey, and many 
more. Many of the 
resources are illustrated 
with photographs, of 
mixed quality, so the 
details on the examples 
can be hard to see 
especially if you are 
unfamiliar with the 
record in question. 

The book concludes 
with a brief chapter 

on how to present and 
write up the history of 
your ancestral home, 
with an emphasis on 
the value of a timeline, 
which is followed by a 
directory of resources: 
contact information for 
organizations; websites; 
and a select bibliography.

I don’t anticipate that 
readers will still own the 
house their ancestors 
lived in England or Wales, 
however you may have 
been lucky enough to visit 
where your ancestor lived 
and taken photographs. 
This book will certainly 
help you learn more 
about the house, and the 
people who lived there, 
which is of course what 
makes your ancestors 
interesting. This is an up-
to-date book, providing 
context, details about 
resources, and suggesting 
numerous online 
resources that will make 
it a book you will want to 
return to repeatedly.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your House History: A 
Guide for Family Historians. By 
Gil Blanchard. Published by 
Pen & Sword Family History, 47 
Church Street, Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire S70 2AS, UK www.pen-
and-sword.co.uk. US Distributor: 
CasemateAthena 908 Darby Road, 
Havertown PA 19083. www.
casemateathena.com. 2013. 
xii, 212 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover $29.95 

www.casemateathena.com
www.casemateathena.com
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Chatham in Kent, 
England, lies on the 
River Medway and has 
for over four hundred 
years been a major 
dockyard, and with its 
associated fortifications, 
gunwharf, barracks 
and ammunitions 
stores makes up one 
of the greatest military 
complexes anywhere in 
the world. In English 
history with numerous 
anticipated invasions 
from the continent it was 
seen as a major defense 
and deterrent protecting 
the major routes from the 
Kentish coast along which 
armies might advance on 
London.

The vulnerability of 
the port of Chatham was 
highlighted in the 1667 
“Medway Raid” during 
the Second Dutch War 
when Dutch warships 
burnt six ships, captured 
two—including the 
flagship, and the British 
sank eight of their own 
ships in an attempt to 
impede the progress of 
the Dutch warships. All 
this activity was aimed 
at preventing the Dutch 
capturing or destroying 
the Chatham dockyards. 
The fort at Sheerness 
nearer the mouth of 
the River Medway was 
completely destroyed.

The book provides a 
fascinating look at the 
development of the town, 
its military complex, 

and life in the British 
military as it changed 
over time. Without the 
dock the army may 
never have come to 
Chatham, but having 
come it made it into a 
major fortified place 
and a center through 
which troops embarking 
for and returning from 
overseas service in the 
British Empire moved. It 
became a major training 
center especially in the 
principles and practices 
of siege warfare.

Engineer soldiers have 
always been involved 
at Chatham, a military 
school was established 
there over two hundred 
years ago, and the Royal 
School of Military 
Engineering founded in 
1812, moved officially 
from Woolwich to 
Chatham in 1856. Their 
ongoing presence means 
a good photographic 
and archival record 
collection. The school 
cooperating with English 
Heritage to produce 
this detailed, beautifully 
illustrated book really 
shows through. There 
are copies of early maps 
showing the appearance, 
disappearance, and 
development of the 
fortifications, and given 
that the army was one of 
the first institutions to 
use photography there 
are many early period 
photographs of long 

disappeared facilities.
The book examines 

over time how the 
military complex evolved, 
and in the process 
explains why parts of it 
have survived and others 
have not. It explains why 
the different forts in 
the complex and along 
the river developed to 
meet changing needs, 
especially as they related 
to evolving weapons. 
However, the book 
highlights much more 
than the buildings and 
structures, it examines 
what life was like in the 
crowded barracks, with 
single men, married 
soldiers and their wives 
and children all being 
quartered together in 
what were regarded as 
squalid conditions with a 
higher mortality rate than 
in the general population. 
We read about the role 
of punishment and how 
it was carried out, the 
availability of prostitutes 
and beer rooms, and the 
effect of epidemics.

If like me you have 
British soldiers who were 
stationed in here, trained 
here, or passed through 
here you will find this a 
fascinating read.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The Royal Engineers at Chatham 
1750–2012. By Peter Kendall. 
Published by English Heritage, 
The English House, Fire Fly 
Avenue, Swindon SN2 2EH, UK. 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/
publications/. ₤50. US Distributor: 
Casemate Academic, 908 Darby 
Road, Haverton PA 19083. www.
casemateacademic.com. 2012. 
xi, 178 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Hardcover. $100.

www.casemateacademic.com
www.casemateacademic.com
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The majority of family 
historians have no or 
limited experience reading 
Latin documents. If they 
did it was probably from 
learning classical Latin in 
school, which is of limited 
value in doing family 
research. Here is the ideal 
practically orientated book 
to help you overcome that 
lack of experience.

You can read this book, 
but you will get more 
from it by using it to solve 
your personal research 
problems. The book does 
open with a chapter on 
Latin’s phonetics and 
grammatical structure, 
illustrating declensions; 
how to chop off endings 
to get the correct one to 
be able to use dictionaries 
and parts of sentences—
adjectives, verbs, 
prepositions, proper nouns. 
A useful introduction to 
read but it will more likely 
be used when you run into 
specific problems.

Latin is the universal 
language of the Catholic 
Church, certainly in times 
past. The bulk of the book 
examines seventy-six 
documents, the majority 
of which are baptism, 
marriage, and death 
records from Catholic 
Churches beginning with 
North American examples 
before moving on to 
European examples. In the 
analysis of the case study 
documents, transcriptions 
and translations of the 

Latin is provided and 
commented upon, with the 
examples building upon 
one another in complexity. 
Good reminders are 
scattered throughout the 
analysis—“a genealogist 
cannot afford to focus on 
collecting names and dates 
only. It is essential to learn 
something of the culture, 
language, and history of 
one’s ancestral homeland” 
(p.47). This is especially 
relevant to names and how 
they get translated from the 
Latin, and it may depend 
upon the nationality of 
the church, the minister, 
or the family and whether 
they were still closely tied 
to the old country or were 
working to assimilate. One 
good example I liked of 
the language complexities 
that can occur was a 
marriage entry from a 
Greek Catholic Church 
in Argentina, with the 
printed column headings 
in Russian and Latin, but 
for people with Ukrainian 
names spelled with Polish 
phonetics (p.51).

The book includes 
multiple Latin vocabulary 
lists: titles for nobles, clergy 
and categories of peasant; 
causes of death; numbers; 
dates; occupations; family 
relationships; master list; 
first names. The lists of 
first names were easy to 
use, once you were sure of 
gender, which is important 
in Latin, and it provided 
language variations for 

Dutch, English, French, 
German, Hungarian, Irish, 
Italian, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Romanian, 
Slovak, Spanish, and 
Ukrainian.

It should be pointed 
out that a few of the 
document illustrations are 
for other record groups 
such as confirmation 
registers, payments due 
priests, information from 
diocesan directories, book 
on heraldry, document 
establishing noble descent, 
and land registers. All this 
variety among documents 
highlight the fact that Latin 
can and will be found in 
many documents.

The reality is that 
this is a reference book 
that you will use when 
you have a need. To 
experiment I used the book 
to translate some entries 
from English Roman 
Catholic registers in Latin 
that I photographed last 
year. There were no exact 
matches on the illustrated 
examples, but it was 
relatively easy to use the 
examples to translate what 
I had and learn in the 
process where the potential 
traps were. This book will 
get used again and is highly 
recommended for anyone 
working in Latin Catholic 
Church registers from 
anywhere in the world. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

In Their Words: A Genealogist’s 
Translation Guide to Polish, 
German, Latin, and Russian 
Documents – Volume III: Latin. By 
William F. Hoffman and Jonathan 
D. Shea. Published by Language 
& Lineage Press. 5222 Rothchilde 
Court, Houston TX 77069. www.
langline.com. 2013. viii, 411 pp. 
Illustrations, index. Softcover. 
$35.

www.langline.com
www.langline.com
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Dictionary of Americanized 
French-Canadian Names: 
Onomastics and Genealogy. 
By Marc Picard. Published by 
Clearfield Publishing Company, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 
260, Baltimore MD 21211. www.
genealogical.com. 2013. xvii, 169 
pp., Softcover, $21.95.

In this day of digital 
everything, the Clearfield 
Company and Genealogi-
cal Publishing Company 
continue to produce refer-
ence books to help gene-
alogists. When looking at 
a reference work, I like to 
know something about the 
author, his/her experience, 
and his/her qualifications 
to be writing on the topic. 
Unfortunately, there is 
no author information 
in the book, nor is there 
any author information 
on the publisher’s website. 
I did find a Marc Picard 
who has written other 
linguistics books, and 
presume that the author 
is the same, but there is 
insufficient information 
available to confirm.

The first fourteen 
pages contain an excellent 
discussion of the ways 
French-Canadian names 
changed, both prior to 
emigration to New France 
and afterwards. This part 
of the book is divided 
into four sections. The 
first section contains a 
brief description of the 
origin and development of 
French-Canadian sur-
names. The second section 
discusses names that have 
not been modified. 

The third section 
details French names 
that have been modified. 
Picard provides detailed 
explanations of ortho-
graphical changes (which 
come from changes in 

spelling) and phono-
logical changes (which 
come from sounds be-
ing substituted for one 
another). Orthographical 
changes are things like 
Chapdelaine turning into 
Chapdeleine. Phonologi-
cal changes include names 
like Patoile into Patoine. 
The fourth section dis-
cusses foreign names, 
with a special emphasis on 
English, German, Basque 
and Breton names.

Section five will be 
most useful to Franco-
Americans. Here Picard 
discusses the ways French-
Canadian names were 
changed in English-speak-
ing Canada and the US. 
He subdivides these into 
direct translations, partial 
translations, near transla-
tions, and mistranslations.

The second part of the 
book is comprised of a 
list of French-Canadian 
surnames as well as 
changed versions of the 
names. The names are 
cross-referenced to each 
other, but only the original 
surname contains any 
detailed information. For 
each original name, Picard 
discusses the origins of the 
name and provides some 
barebones information 
on the immigrants that 
bore it.

While these sections 
are very important and 
informative, there are 
some serious problems 
with the book. A serious 

discussion of the practice 
of dit names is necessary, 
especially for those who 
are just beginning gene-
alogists. Without it, for 
example, I might presume 
that my surname Leclerc 
indicates I am descended 
from either Guillaume 
Leclerc or Jean Leclerc 
dit Francoeur. Neither is 
the case. While includ-
ing dit names in the list 
of surnames would have 
been most beneficial, a 
discussion of them would 
at least help readers un-
derstand the need to look 
further. 

In addition, the list of 
surnames is not complete. 
I am French-Canadian on 
both sides of my family. I 
looked for the surnames 
in my tree, and while 
many (such as Houde, 
Dionne, and Morin) are 
there, others are not. My 
maternal grandmother’s 
maiden name was Ruel, 
descended from Clément 
Ruel who married on 
the île d’Orléans in 1677. 
Joseph Phillippe Ouabard 
was captured as a young 
boy along with his brother 
and sister and carried cap-
tive to Canada after a raid 
on Cape Porpoise, Maine, 
during the Queen Anne’s 
War. They all remained 
in Quebec and married 
there. Neither of these 
surnames appears in the 
book. Another ancestor, 
Jean-François Vertefeuille, 
an Englishman, was mar-

www.genealogical.com
www.genealogical.com
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ried to a French-Canadian 
woman in Nicolet in 1722. 
While the Vertefeuille 
surname is discussed, the 
only immigrant named is 
the Frenchman Nicolas 
Bachand dit Vertefeuille. 
There is no mention of my 
immigrant ancestor or the 
possible English origins of 
the surname.

All in all, the flaws in 
the book make it a poor 
value for the price. The 
discussion at the begin-
ning is very helpful and 
worthwhile, and if you 
don’t mind spending 
$21.95 for fourteen pages, 
you may appreciate it. 
My suggestion would be 
to read that section in a 

library copy of the book, 
and save the money for 
other valuable resources 
from this same publisher.

Michael LeClerc
Boston, Massachusetts

The book is divided into 
two distinct sections. The 
first section (56 pages) 
includes the main body 
and the first appendix 
focuses on the involve-
ment of the Swiss regi-
ments de Watteville and 
de Meuron and their 
involvement as part of the 
British Army on Oswego 
in May 1814. The battle is 
put into the context of the 
history of North America 
with a brief chronology 
leading up to 1814, along 
with some short bios of 
the key players, especially 
the Prevost’s of Geneva. 
Sir George Prevost be-
came Governor of Nova 
Scotia and later Governor 
General and Commander 
in Chief of the forces in 
Canada, dying in 1816. 
The social and economic 
situation in Switzerland 
is outlined and how the 
Swiss regiments became 
part of the British army, 
though many of the 
soldiers were not Swiss, 
it being a truly interna-
tional regiment. A brief 

chronology of the war of 
1812 is provided, along 
with a reprint of an article 
that originally appeared in 
the War of 1812 Maga-
zine describing the Swiss 
involvement in the action 
on Oswego. 

The remainder of the 
book (144 pages) con-
sists of nine appendices 
of greatly varying length. 
The most significant one 
includes: extracts from the 
diary of Major General 
Count Louis de Watteville, 
translated from French, 
from May 1813 with his 
arrival in Halifax through 
July 1816 when he re-
ceived permission from 
the army to leave Upper 
Canada; chronological 
table of correspondence 
and memoranda provid-
ing date, headquarters, 
subject, and author, with 
transcriptions of all the 
documents; listing of all 
officers and what hap-
pened to them in the 
Right Division at Oswego, 
and a numerical tabula-
tion for all ranks showing 

killed, wounded, miss-
ing, and deserted. Other 
appendices include: 1802 
Capitulation for the 
Regiment de Watteville 
(articles for creation of 
the regiment); copy of the 
original manual of the 
Regiment de Wateville, 
with translation of articles 
under which a soldier 
could be sentenced to 
death or flogging, and 
normal interdictions (ac-
tions a soldier was forbid-
den to do); list of officers 
and when they attained 
rank within the regiment 
and in the army; lists of 
disbanded soldiers of the 
regiment of de Watteville 
located for land—at the 
Rideau settlement up to 
December 1818—and in 
Lanark County (Bathurst, 
Burgess North and Drum-
mond townships).

The appendices 
are what make 
this book valuable, 
bringing together a 
variety of hard to find 
materials important to 
understanding the role 

Canada 1812–1814 Fighting 
Under the British Banner: The 
Swiss Regiments de Watteville and 
de Meuron on the fronts of the 
Niagara and Montreal. By Antoine 
de Courten. Published by Traffod 
Publishing, 1663 Liberty Drive, 
Bloomington IN 47403. www.
trafford.com.  2009. xv, 200 pp. 
Softcover. $37.86

www.trafford.com
www.trafford.com
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of the Swiss regiments 
serving in the British 
Army during the War 
of 1812. The body of 
the book is a result of a 
general lecture on the 
topic and provides a brief 
overview that is a light 
and disorganized. Given 

all the names included 
in the book genealogists 
will be disappointed to 
find no index. If you have 
Swiss army connections 
during the War of 1812 
you will want this book 
for the appendices. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Families in the 
Northern Neck moved 
easily or spilled over 
in to neighboring 
counties. Mr. Headley 
therefore focused on 
the lower four counties 
of Westmoreland, 
Richmond, 
Northumberland, and 
Lancaster making 
abstracts of wills, 
inventories, divisions 
of estates, court orders, 
guardianship records, 
and chancery court 
cases. The introduction 
does need to be read 
carefully as not all 
available records for 
each county in the 
time period 1800–
1825 because some 
have already been 
abstracted by others, e.g. 
Northumberland County 
wills and abstracts from 
1800 to 1816, although 
any documents not 
abstracted have been 
included. Care is thus 
needed to know what is 
and is not included in 
the book, especially since 
the Northumberland 
County record books are 

included in the records 
checked list in the 
appendix.

The abstracts 
have generally been 
made from microfilm 
copies, not originals, 
though most are said 
to be written clearly. 
The compiler does 
recommend that anyone 
using these abstracts 
seek out the original 
document for further 
specifics and to confirm 
accuracy. The abstracts 
include any information 
the compiler feels are of 
genealogical or historical 
value including, but 
not limited to, names 
of spouses, names of 
children, grandchildren, 
siblings, parents, 
nieces and nephews, 
and friends, plus the 
names of any African-
Americans mentioned. 
Any identified land and 
the manner in which 
it was acquired is also 
included. Appendices 
provide information on: 
major Virginia estate 
laws; surname variants; 
nicknames and given 

name variants; county 
families; frequency of 
white names (based 
on a sample of two 
thousand names); 
slave names (sample of 
four thousand names); 
manumission of slaves; 
and a bibliography with 
abbreviations. 

The abstracts are 
arranged alphabetically, 
with an index to all 
names mentioned 
within the abstracts, not 
included in the main 
listing. There are over 
twenty thousand people 
named in these abstracts 
making it a valuable 
compilation for those 
in these northern-neck 
counties.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Northern Neck Wills, Inventories 
and Other Records 1800–1825: 
Probate, Estate, Guardianship & 
Chancery Records for the Virginia 
Counties of Westmoreland, 
Richmond, Northumberland & 
Lancaster. By Robert K. Headley 
Jr. Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 3600 Clipper 
Mill Road, Suite 260, Baltimore 
MD 21211. www.genealogical.
com. 2014. xvi, 653 pp. Index. 
Softcover, $59.

www.genealogical.com
www.genealogical.com
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Baltimore County 
marriage licenses begin 
in 1777, but the 1777 to 
1798 licenses have been 
published elsewhere. Mr. 
Ports picks up where 
this published list ends 
going from 1798 through 
1815 in these two 
volumes. The records 
have been transcribed 
from microfilm copies 
of the originals at the 
Maryland State Archives. 
The transcripts are 
arranged in alphabetical 
order by the surname of 
the groom. The results 
are presented as a table 
providing: date; year; 
certificate number; 
groom’s name; bride’s 
name; minister; and 
page number. There is a 

surname-only index to 
the names of the brides.

It is strongly 
suggested that the 
short introduction be 
read to understand the 
compliers problems with 
reading the handwriting 
of the various clerks, 
especially as it relates 
to crossed letters and 
vowels. Occasionally 
notes have been added 
to the originals, and 
are included here in 
italics that indicate race, 
previous marital status, 
or even parentage. So for 
example the 1 June1808 
marriage of James 
Duppin to Flora Adams 
indicates that they are 
both free Negroes. Some 
ministers did not return 

their completed licenses 
after the marriage 
event so there is the 
possibility that some of 
these marriages never 
happened. For those 
with Baltimore County 
connections this is a nice 
research tool.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, IllinoisBaltimore County, Maryland 

Marriage Licenses May 1, 1798 
to February 11, 1815. 2013. 308 
pp. Baltimore County, Maryland 
Marriage Licenses February 11, 
1815 to April 30, 1823. 2013. 262 
pp. By Michael Ports. Published 
by Clearfield Publishing Company, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 
260, Baltimore MD 21211. 
www.genealogical.com. Index. 
Softcover, $36 each.

The Silver War Badge may 
have been issued to any 
soldier who served in the 
Great War, who survived, 
but was discharged due 
to wounds, sickness, 
disability, or old age after 
September 1916 and 
before 31 December 1919. 
To be eligible a soldier 
needed to have served for 
at least seven consecutive 
days from 4 August 1914. 
The award was created so 
that men, not in uniform, 
could show that they 
had contributed to the 
war effort and hopefully 
would not be badgered by 
women distributing white 

feathers to apparently 
fit men not in uniform. 
The medal, as the name 
implies, is made of 
sterling silver, with two 
styles with a horizontal 
or vertical pin. The medal 
has a unique number, but 
is not inscribed with the 
name of the soldier. You 
need a database such as 
this to identify to whom 
the medal was issued.

This database includes 
the specific details from 
the badge roll records 
in WO329 at England’s 
National Archives of 
880,000 servicemen 
and women and some 

civilians. The names are 
primarily of soldiers, 
but it does include some 
airmen, sailors, and 
empire recipients. Some 
civilians such as doctors 
and nurses who served 
overseas in an approved 
occupation were also 
eligible to wear the badge. 
Interestingly other sources 
suggest that as many as 
1.9 million Silver War 
Badges were issue, which 
is a big discrepancy.

The database can be 
searched by surname, 
badge number, unit from 
which the person was 
discharged, regimental 

The Silver War Badge Awarded 
for Services rendered by soldiers 
of the British Army to King and 
Empire 1914–18 and honourably 
discharged owing to wounds 
or sickness. Published by The 
Naval & Military Press Ltd., Unit 
10, Ridgewood Industrial Park, 
Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 5QE, 
UK. www.naval-military-press.
com. 2013. DVD-ROM. ₤145.

www.genealogical.com
www.naval-military-press.com
www.naval-military-press.com
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number, enlistment and 
discharge dates, and 
whether they served 
overseas or not. Those 
who served overseas were 
eligible for the King’s 
Certificate on Discharge 
and the disc provides the 
opportunity to print a 
completed facsimile copy, 
which is actually quite a 
nice memento. 

The disc contains five 
short excellent training 
videos: introduction, 
searching and sorting; 
advanced searching; 
searching with wildcards; 
adding a note to a record; 
and saved list options. It 
is worth watching these 
to learn about features 

you may not have looked 
for such as adding notes 
about your soldiers, or 
creating and managing 
your own lists of soldiers.

For the military 
researcher this is an 
excellent resource. For 
the genealogist the CD-
ROM’s value is limited 
as the exact same index 
provided by Naval & 
Military Press is available 
on findmypast and 
Ancestry. The Ancestry 
site has the additional 
advantage of providing a 
color image of the actual 
badge roll, not just an 
index. Most genealogists 
will have easier and more 
economical access to 

one or the other of these 
websites. However, if you 
have the medal and no 
idea to whom it may have 
belonged then this is the 
tool for you. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Providing a narrative 
overview of early Indiana 
history, these disks are 
targeted to the upper-
elementary and middle 
school student. Hosted 
by four youth of those 
ages, the chapters tell 
the story of the French 
period in central North 
America, the role Native 
American Indians played 
on the frontier as trading 
partners and military 
friends…and enemies. 
The Revolutionary era is 
considered and the ways 
in which the British (and 
later American) settlers 
came to reside in the 
region is considered, with 
special attention to the 

overland water routes 
that connected the area 
now known as Indiana 
with the Great Lakes and 
Atlantic Ocean. 

A second “bonus” 
disk, also suited to 
elementary school 
children, tells the story 
of the admixture of 
races and ethnicities that 
goes to making the state 
of Indiana what it has 
become.

The material is well-
suited to those who are 
looking for living history 
materials that might 
make up a home-school 
curriculum or for any 
public school setting in 
Indiana or neighboring 

states seeking to enrich 
a program in period 
or state history. Adult 
learners may appreciate 
the refresher on late 
colonial-era life in 
the interior of North 
America, as well as the 
struggles and challenges 
faced by settlers in the 
pre-Civil War era.

Rev. David McDonald, cg
DeForest, Wisconsin

Indiana 1700–1851: Native 
Americans to the National Road, 
DVD published by the Indiana 
Historical Society, 450 West 
Ohio Street, Indianapolis IN 
46202. www.indianahistory.org. 
Runtime, 2:14. 2 disk set. $19.95

www.indianahistory.org
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Take your genealogy to new frontiers on the
Federation of Genealogical Societies

 2015 Alaskan Cruise
August 28—September 4, 2015

7 nights aboard 
Royal Caribbean’s luxurious 

Jewel of the Seas
Round trip sailing from 

Seattle, Washington

Cruise the beautiful 
  Alaska Inside Passage 
     and Tracy Arm Fjord 
       (Sawyer Glacier)

20+ conference sessions during sea days
 Social events, private dinner seating, 
 historic land excursions

Ports of Call:
  Seattle, Washington
      Juneau, Alaska
       Skagway, Alaska
        Victoria, British Columbia

The best cabins go first. Reserve your cabin now!
Conference registration opens April 1, 2015
Visit www.fgsconference.org/cruise for more information

Featuring:
Elizabeth Shown Mills 
CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, FUGA

D. Joshua Taylor
MA, MLS

David Rencher
AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA

Judy G. Russell
JD, CG, CGL
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Technology
Discounts for your society and your members from Dell.

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to society bylaws, newsletter, 
and website reviews.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 

articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRICE

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
Half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
Eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Issue 1 January 1 January 15 April 15
Issue 2 April 1 April 15 July 15
Issue 3 July 1 July 15 October 15
Issue 4 October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie Carbonetti.

1   •  Winter 2011  •  FGS Forum

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieS

Volume 23 Number 4

Winter 2011

The Total Recall Research  Log

Evernote

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieSVolume 24 Number 1

Spring 2012
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