
FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES

Volume 26 Number 2



2   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 26 Issue 2

Back to TOC

International Vital Records 
Handbook. 6th Edition. Thomas 
Jay Kemp. 8½" x 11". 714 pp., illus., 
paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-1981-
0. $69.95
“Lately it’s more important than ever 
to track down that proper piece of pa-
per, whether it’s to prevent identity 
theft or in pursuit of an interest in ge-

nealogical research. Kemp here collects 
the current required request forms to obtain official as well as 
“informational” copies of birth, marriage, death, divorce, or 
pre-adoption certificates and other vital records from around 
the world. . . . Kemp’s handbook serves as a beneficial offline 
aggregation tool that can help readers avoid—or supplement—
the rabbit hole of online records research.”—Library Journal, 
April 1, 2014

Genealogy at a Glance: 
Ancestry.com Research. George 
G. Morgan. 4 pp., laminated, paper. 
2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-1983-4. $8.95
“Ancestry.com, while extremely popu-
lar and fairly user-friendly, is massive 
in scope and can be overwhelming to 
navigate, especially for the new user. 
. . . This quick-reference guide to the 
website offers a wealth of information 

distilled to its most salient points and organized within a four-
page foldout. . . . [It] will help users understand the basics of 
Ancestry.com and become familiar with the tools and tricks of 
this leading resource.”—Library Journal, May 1, 2014

Sustainable Genealogy: Separating 
Fact from Fiction in Family 
Legends. Richard Hite. 126 pp., illus., 
paper. 2013. ISBN 978-0-8063-1982-7. 
$18.95
“Hite . . . reveals how critically to evaluate 
sources from Grandma’s stories to state is-
sued death certificates and avoid common 
missteps and false leads. . . . The author 
describes how to avoid pitfalls such as as-

signing a specific ethnicity or region to a name or assuming that 
a famous surname leads to a famous progenitor and illustrates the 
importance of questioning the research of others and accounts pub-
lished in county and family histories. Especially helpful are Hite’s 
clear explanations of how family legends can easily . . . develop 
and how following them can divert from the more sustainable 
effort of finding truly related ancestors. . . . Essential reading for 
beginning and experienced genealogists. Highly recommended.” 
—Library Journal, December 2013

Without Indentures: Index to 
White Slave Children in Colonial 
Court Records. Richard Hayes 
Phillips. 332 pp., indexed, paper. ISBN 
978-0-8063-1979-7. $29.95
“This . . . title concerns a terribly sad 
and largely overlooked group: it lists 
‘the names of more than five thousand 
children kidnapped from Ireland, Scot-
land, England, and New England, and 
sold into slavery in Maryland and Virginia, c. 1660–1720.’” 
—Library Journal’s Reference 2014, November 1, 2013

Jamestown People to 1800: 
Landowners, Public Officials, 
Minorities, and Native Leaders. 
Martha W. McCartney. 556 pp., 
indexed, paper. 2012. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1872-1. $39.95
“The Introduction sets the stage, de-
scribing the roles of geography and 
events of the day in the formation of 
counties. Equally helpful, a 28-page 
synopsis of Jamestown’s history precedes the bulk of the book: 
biographical sketches of its inhabitants. However, it is the in-
clusion of more than a thousand non-landowners that sets this 
work apart . . . [for] one gleans a more complete picture of what 
American society was like 400 years ago. . . . A one-of-a-kind 
treasure for Jamestown historian and genealogists.”—Library 
Journal, December 2012

Kinship: It’s All Relative. Enlarged 
2nd Edition. Jackie Smith Arnold. 158 
pp., illus., indexed, paper. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1953-7. $14.95
In an informal, somewhat folksy tone, Ar-
nold addresses multiple interpretations of 
kinship and how changing customs and 
laws affect our understanding of it. De-
grees of kinship are explored within con-
texts such as marriage, adoption, surro-
gacy, inheritance . . . naming conventions, and more . . . [This] 
edition also offers a ‘kinship update’ exploring same-sex mar-
riage. . . .” Overall Arnold makes a dizzying variety of complex 
kinship connections easy to follow, helping both beginning and 
experienced family researchers.”—Library Journal, December 
2012
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25 Years of FGS FORUM
D. Joshua TaylorBy D. Joshua Taylor, ma, mls, FGS President

Twenty-five years ago the 
Federation of Genea-
logical Societies (FGS) 

introduced the first issue of 
FGS Forum to the community. 
While Forum has gone through 
some changes since then, 
today it serves as a voice for 
the genealogical community. 
In fact, some might say Forum 
serves as a collective voice for 
our community—a resource for 
those with an interest in family 
history, genealogical societ-
ies, records preservation and 
access, and other key issues. 
From its publication format 
to its regular columns, Forum 
continues to strive to meet the 
needs of today’s genealogists 
within its pages.

Forum has seen an incred-
ible number of changes to family history in its twenty-
five years. Consider this: the first issue of Forum 
carried an advertisement for “Ancestry Publishing 
Company,” which offered readers a free copy of their 
paper catalog by writing to their post office box. Recent 
issues advertised billions of records available online 
from Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, Findmypast.
com, and a variety of other resources. Through the 
pages of its online archive (available as a benefit to all 
FGS member societies), one can literally trace the his-
tory, developments, and growth of family history over 
the past twenty-five years.

As new generations discover family history, they will 
come to rely on Forum as a source of information and 
education on the genealogical community. In parallel, 
they might also uncover book reviews, family associa-
tion updates, and details about genealogical societies 

published long ago that will continue to assist them in 
their research. Forum’s digital format captures live hy-
perlinks and other interactive content that will undoubt-
edly prove useful to future researchers. Within that vein, 
Forum truly is a resource for the past, present, and the 
future of family history.

While we look forward to the next twenty-five years 
of Forum we should expect to see further changes in its 
format and distribution. After all, our publications and 
methods must change and transform to meet the needs 
of the family history community. A few things however 
will remain unchanged. Forum will continue to serve as 
a crucial source of information for the community on 
issues that threaten our access to records and affect our 
ability to continue our passion for digging up our roots.

To the next twenty-five years!
Josh



Find it at FamilySearch.org
Make a connection with your family history through photos, 

stories, and memories. You might be surprised what you’ll learn.

Gramps wasn’t kidding about 
sweeping Grandma off her feet.
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HISTORY
It All Started in a Garage

By Loretto “Lou” Szucs, fuga

What does the Forum have in common 
with Amazon, Apple, Disney, Google, and 
Microsoft? They all had humble beginnings 

in a garage or a small corner in someone’s house. Well, 
Forum isn’t quite in the same league with these com-
mercial giants, but the inspiration for its inaugural issue 
(then simply called FGS Newsletter) was born in 1976 in 
the garage of its first editor.

John Megaris (28 July 1915–18 June 2003) volun-
teered his services to become the first editor of what 
would ultimately become the FGS Forum. John’s first 
and continuing challenge was to bring awareness to 
a fledgling organization with stated goals of bringing 
together “genealogical, historical and family organiza-
tions, museums, libraries and other institutions who 
foster the preservation of family and local history.” In 
his first issue of the newsletter, Megaris also echoed the 
wishes of the board in saying, “A bi-monthly newsletter, 
bibliographic in nature and informational will be sent 
to all members of the FEDERATION.”

Megaris continued to serve as FGS Newsletter editor 
until 1980. In an effort to grow the organization, early 
Federation newsletters were mailed to two hundred 
organizations and carried lists of publications and 
projects, by organization. Highlights of the first issues 
edited by Megaris, include the initiation of a “Speakers John Megaris
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List,” excerpts gleaned from member organization news-
letters, and announcements of workshops and seminars, 
the forerunner to “Calendar of Events” now featured in 
print and at the FGS website, rounded out the contents 
of these four-page issues.

The Federation’s activist role in vital record legisla-
tion solidified during the earliest years of its history 
and was broadcast through the newsletter. Discussion 
within the genealogical community convinced the 
Federation that while genealogists recognized that some 
vital records were being obtained for fraudulent pur-
poses, legislators must be informed of the value of these 
records in family research. The Federation and member 
organizations worked together to find remedies for the 
problem that were less drastic than closing the records 
entirely. The concern for open records is still a hot issue 
and the work of the Record Preservation Access Com-
mittee (RPAC) http://www.fgs.org/rpac/ continues to be 
emphasized in the pages of Forum.

In 1981, Joyce B. Hensen of Kansas (20 June 1933–10 
April 2000) volunteered to become FGS Newsletter edi-
tor, a position she held until 1986. Hensen, whose many 
contributions to the genealogical community included 
being a co-founder of the Topeka Genealogical Society, 

and a board member of several other organizations, as 
well as a volunteer at the National Archives-Kansas City, 
began producing the FGS Newsletter on a typewriter in 
her home office. With a regular “Message from the Pres-
ident” and columns called “Know Your Officers” (bio-

FORUM, 1984

Joyce Hensen

FORUM, 1977
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graphical sketches); “Honor Roll of Members;” “News 
from the Societies;” “Calendar of Events;” and “Legisla-
tive News,” Hensen filled twelve pages for the Federation 
on a bi-monthly schedule.

The September 1981 issue of the Newsletter included 
an urgent message from Rabbi Malcolm Stern. “The 
Reagan budget as approved by Congress is posing seri-
ous threats to the services which the National Archives 
will be able to render all of us interested in genealogy. 
The inevitable cuts in staff, programs, and publications 
will affect our researching. This is bad news. The good 
news is that we can do something to counteract these 
problems: We can help to make the National Archives 
and Records Service (NARS) an independent institution 
by urging our senators to support the pending Archives 
Independence Bill S. 1421, and by requesting the Senate 
to hold hearings on the bill this year....”

The challenge was accepted. The Federation joined 
forces with the historical community, rallying their 
respective member organizations to conduct a vigorous 
campaign for NARS independence. Issues of the News-
letter urged action until, on 21 June 1984, the United 
States Senate gave unanimous consent to S. 905, a bill 
to restore independence to the National Archives by 

separating it from the General Services Administration. 
On 2 August, the House of Representatives passed a 
similar legislation. This was just one example of how the 
FGS Newsletter has served as the collective and powerful 
voice of thousands who care about preserving national 
and personal history.

Having served on the FGS Board when it was first 
incorporated in 1976 and for two other terms, Loretto 
“Lou” Dennis Szucs began her volunteer position as 
FGS Newsletter editor in 1986. Her first newsletters were 
compiled on a typewriter in the editor’s laundry room 
under the stairs (just a few steps from the garage door). 

FORUM, 1997

Loretto “Lou” Szucs

FORUM, 1989
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Embarrassing as it is to look back now their amateurish 
appearance, they did manage to get the news out about 
some important issues.

As a result of new computer technology, reports from 
regional editors, and contributions of guest columnists, 
the Newsletter underwent several style changes. The 
mailing list remained the same, however: a copy to each 
member society and complimentary copies to several 
major libraries and archives. Sandra Luebking joined 
Szucs as associate editor at the end of 1987.

In 1988, Ancestry and the Federation announced a 
joint effort to dramatically increase the FGS Newsletter 
distribution. Challenged by Ancestry’s proposal to sub-
sidize and distribute its publication, FGS reached its goal 
to acquire a mailing list of over fifty thousand names in 
early April 1989.

The arrangement with Ancestry, the award-winning 
publisher of The Source, The Library, The Archives, and a 
number of other well-known genealogical titles, pro-
vided all those who belonged to FGS member societies 
with a newsletter. Some societies submitted their entire 
membership lists, while others whose by-laws did not 
allow that option, drew up a separate list of their mem-
bers who wanted the mailing.

FGS retained responsibility for editorial content and 
Ancestry Inc., assumed the tasks of design, production, 
advertising, and distribution. One change encouraged 
by Ancestry was for the magazine to be titled Forum 
and delivery became quarterly instead of bi-monthly.

This collaboration proved to be a valuable and effec-
tive arrangement which greatly benefitted the genealogi-
cal community. The partnership remained in effect for 
four years. During this time, Ancestry expended over 
$200,000 to provide fourteen issues of Forum. At the 
end of that time, FGS employed Ancestry to continue 
production which they did until 1994.

In 1990, Sandra Hargreaves Luebking (12 February 
1943–17 February 2011) assumed the editorship after 
the four year tenure of Lou Szucs. Having served as a 
board member of FGS, the Illinois State Genealogical 
Society, and several other boards, Luebking’s organiza-
tional and editorial skills were well recognized. Under 
her management, Forum continued to grow. The mail-
ing list had grown from 173 in 1980 to 1,000 in 1985 to 
5,000 in 1989, to over 65,000 in 1990. The 1990 increase 
was a result of Ancestry Inc., subsidizing Forum to 
provide free subscriptions to individuals. In 1993, 

Forum changed to 
a subscription-only 
distribution. The re-
sponse was good and 
Forum has continued 
to enjoy a stable and 
satisfactory subscrip-
tion base which 
allowed the Federa-
tion of Genealogical 
Societies to make the 
Forum editorship a 
paid position.

Christine Rose 
continued as editor of 
the “Family Associations” column and in spring 1993, 
Marsha H. Rising became book review editor. In 1994, 
Gary Mokotoff took over all production responsibilities. 
Mokotoff streamlined the format and adopted a three-
column, 40-page issue with less advertising and more 
feature articles.

In 2006 an index to Forum covering the years 1995 
to 2006, was created by Judy Johns and placed online at 
the FGS website. In 2009, FGS Forum went electronic 
with the summer issue. Since then, the other 2009 issues 
of Forum and all others that followed have become 
available to member societies at the FGS website. With 
Sandra Hargreaves Luebking as editor-in-chief and Gary 
Mokotoff as production manager, Forum now had six 
department editors.

With a splash of bright colors and an inviting head-
line, Matthew Wright unzipped a brand new look and 
philosophy when he took over as editor-in-chief with 
the spring 2011 issue of Forum. Drawing on his expe-
rience as magazine and book editor, he immediately 
succeeded in his goal of “taking advantage of digital 
technology that allows for captivating and immersive 
reading experiences.”

Susan Zacharias joined Wright as co-editor begin-
ning with the winter 2012 issue. Working with Wright, 
Zacharias came to Forum “with significant editorial, 
layout, and marketing experience and has been a con-
tributing member of the FGS and genealogical com-
munities.” Every issue is full of useful and interesting 
features.

So what does the FGS Forum have in common with 
giants that started out in garages now? It’s a leader!

Sandra Hargreaves Luebking
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By Cyndi Ingle 

Connect. Explore. Refresh

FGS 2015

The first national conference I attended was 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies’ 
(FGS) 1995 conference in Seattle, Wash-

ington. It was close to home, so it was convenient 
and I was very excited to see what the event held in 
store. Until that conference my own genealogical 
seminar experience had been only on a smaller, lo-
cal level. Attending FGS 1995 was a game-changer. 
The size and scope of the conference was some-
thing I had been missing without knowing it. Sud-
denly, the genealogical world became much larger 
and a whole lot more fun. Now here we are, twenty 
years later, and I am looking forward to the FGS 
2015 Conference with as much expectation and 
excitement as I have felt before every FGS confer-
ence since 1995.

An FGS conference is many things to many 
people. The first word that comes to my mind is 
“opportunities.” And there are plenty of those to 
be had. It is impossible to be at an FGS conference 
and not connect with people and make new geneal-
ogy friends. When we are at home working on our 
family history, we tend to be working in a little 
research bubble of our own. We talk to our friends 
and family about it and they display that blank 
stare that says, “Oh here we go again with talk 
about census records and passenger lists.” Having 
the chance to rejuvenate ourselves with like-mind-
ed researchers is priceless and connecting with 
others who share the same interests and speak the 
same language is wonderful. Four days of lectures 
by experts in the field of genealogy cannot be beat. 

http://www.fgs.org/
https://www.fgsconference.org/
https://www.fgsconference.org/
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Along with a large exhibit hall full of new books, 
software, and services to explore, means that every 
minute of the day is packed with genealogy. I always 
leave a conference refreshed and ready to dive back 
into my research with new energy and new ideas.

The FGS 2015 Conference promises to be all 
that and more. It will be held 11–14 February in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. In the past, FGS has gone to 
Salt Lake City for a conference that brings attendees 
from all over to experience a great genealogical edu-
cation in conjunction with research at the world’s 
premier genealogy research library. For 2015, FGS 
is partnering up with RootsTech for a one-of-a-kind 
conference—a genealogy blowout! The conference 
will be held at the Salt Palace Convention Center. 
This will be one location that will host two great 
conferences at the same time. Conference attendees 
can attend only the FGS 2015 Conference for $159 
or, for just $39 more, they can attend RootsTech as 
well.

FGS and RootsTech will share the conference 
facilities, the Expo Hall, opening General Sessions, 
and special events. FGS and RootsTech will each 

have their own lecture program filled with topics 
and speakers unique to the sessions for each group’s 
conference. The lectures will run on the same 
schedule, so attendees will be able to go to lectures 
for both conferences without a scheduling problem.

Unique to FGS are the two full-day conferences-
within-a-conference: Librarians’ Day and Focus on 
Societies Day.

Librarians’ Day
The Federation of Genealogical Societies would like 
to invite librarians, archivists, other information 
professionals, volunteers, and board members serv-
ing the genealogical community to attend Librar-
ians’ Day, Tuesday, 10 February 2015. This event 
is sponsored by ProQuest. The 2015 Librarians’ 
Day theme is “Doing More Than Bricks & Mortar.” 
Curt B. Witcher, mls, fuga, igsf, Audrey Collins, 
Rebecca Hill, ba, ma, and Barbara Becker Meehan, 
mlis, cg, will present their unique perspectives 
on offering genealogical collections, services, and 
experiences, and family history’s relationship with 
local tourism.

https://www.fgsconference.org/
http://www.visitsaltlake.com/salt-palace-convention-center/
https://www.fgsconference.org/exhibits/
https://www.fgsconference.org/activities/
https://www.fgsconference.org/program/librarians-day/
https://www.fgsconference.org/program/librarians-day/


Focus on Societies Day
Focus on Societies Day is a welcome opportunity for 
those who are actively involved in or who have never 
heard of a genealogical or historical society. With thirty 
sessions on varying topics such as technology, publica-
tions, event coordination, recruitment and retention, 
and management principles, there will be plenty of 
success stories and innovative solutions to ongoing chal-
lenges shared among the attendees.

Successfully Embracing the Future
“Change is the only constant in life,” or so the saying 
goes. Our genealogical societies, associations, and orga-
nizations, and the larger family history community, are 
all constantly evolving in order to adapt to our mem-
bers’ changing needs. The FGS Focus on Societies Day, 
Wednesday, 11 February 2015, begins with an Opening 
Session that will showcase how society leaders, del-
egates, members-at-large, and genealogical researchers 
can easily adapt to change today and successfully thrive 
tomorrow.

Join Curt B. Witcher, mls, fuga, igsf, Deena Cou-
tant, and Jen Baldwin as they explain how your genea-
logical society can both adjust to and embrace change. 
Learn how to integrate new concepts, tools, technology, 
and social media that will both attract new members 
and inspire the current ones in your organization into a 
motivated and expanding network of society leaders.

FGS program overview
With FGS and RootsTech sharing the same venue, and 
each offering a diverse selection of presentations from 
leading genealogical experts and organizations, there 
will be many new opportunities for learning, as well as 
the more traditional enriching FGS events. FGS at-
tendees are invited to attend several events being hosted 
jointly by FGS and RootsTech. These include each 
morning’s General Session, featuring nationally-recog-
nized speakers and personalities, along with two lecture 
tracks presented on Saturday—one on Technology and 
the other on DNA.

In recognition of our host city and region, several 
non-traditional topics are being offered. Other tracks for 
this year’s conference are familiar ones, such as records 
and methodology, but with a twist in honor of the 
shared venue with RootsTech. Join FGS for sessions on: 

• Ethnic Groups in the West
• Missionaries and Settlers
• Wagon Trains, Railroads, and Modern Transpor-

tation
• Back to Basics
• Tried and True Methods
• The Most Useful Records Hidden in Plain Sight
• Modern Access to Vintage Records
• Connecting with the Past with Military Com-

memorations
• Compiling Singular Records into Lively Stories
• A Retro Look at Organizing and Planning
• Answering Difficult Questions with Leading 

Questions

…and much more.

Joint General Sessions and Special Events
The daily General Sessions on Thursday through Sat-
urday are available to all FGS and RootsTech attendees. 
They will feature inspirational keynotes, speakers, and 
presenters. Visit FGSconference.org—and check back 
often—for the full lineup of general session speakers, 
biographies, and topics.

FGS Opening Social:  Behind the Scenes—
Family History & Television
On Wednesday night, 11 February from 7 to 9 p.m., FGS 
will host the opening social at the Salt Palace Conven-
tion Center. Join fellow attendees for a night exploring 
the amazing world of television and family history. The 
program includes screenings of some of the most popu-
lar programs, followed by an in-depth panel discussion 
on the tricks of the trade, featuring both sides — those 
on-camera and those behind the scenes of your favorite 
genealogy television series.

RootsTech Opening Social
On Thursday evening, 12 February from 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
RootsTech will host their opening social at the Salt 
Palace Convention Center. Plan on attending this event 
which will feature entertainment on the big stage. It is 
the perfect way to kick-off the conference with friends 
in the industry.

RootsTech Culture Night in the Expo Hall
On Friday evening, 13 February from 5 to 7 p.m., Root-
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Tech invites all attendees from both conferences to enjoy 
culture night at the Salt Palace Convention Center. Join 
us in the expo hall for extended hours featuring a night 
of culture as you enjoy the sights and sounds of different 
world humanities. This event also provides extra time 
to roam the fabulous booths from leading companies in 
the industry.

RootsTech Closing Event
On Saturday evening, 14 February at 5:15 p.m., Root-
sTech hosts the final event at the Salt Palace Conven-
tion Center. Don’t miss this closing event and concert 
featuring the cast of BYUtv’s Studio C and other popular 
entertainers. This is a perfect way to end a successful 
and inspiring conference experience with an entertain-
ing performance.

The World-Famous Family History Library
The Family History Library (FHL), located in Salt 
Lake City, just a block from the Salt Palace Convention 
Center, is the ultimate research facility for genealogists 
worldwide. The library was founded in 1894 to gather 
genealogical records and assist members of The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints with their family 
history and genealogical research. Today, all genealogists 
are welcome to use the library and its vast resources. The 
collection includes more than 2.4 million rolls of micro-
filmed genealogical records; 727,000 microfiche; 356,000 
books, serials, and other formats; more than 4,500 peri-
odicals; and 3,725 electronic resources. Researchers who 
are new to the library should be sure to read the tips on 
FamilySearch. Helpful volunteers will also be available at 
the library. Be sure to bring a sweater, a USB flash drive, 
and a prepared research plan to take advantage of your 
time at the library.

The library will be open for some special extended 
hours during the FGS 2015 conference:

Monday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tuesday–Friday, 8 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Saturday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
President’s Day Holiday, Monday, 16 February 2015 
from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

FGS 2015: Connect. Explore. Refresh. Register now 
at www.FGSconference.org
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As genealogists we love to study the past. We might even be inclined to study historical time 
periods or events to help us better understand the lives of our ancestors. Historical and 
genealogical organizations also love to study the past, especially when the organiza-

tion’s past plays an integral role in present and/or future matters. But, how many use the 
past as a marketing tool? History provides a sense of credibility and stability to an 

organization and there is no better time to market the past than when that 
organization reaches an important anniversary or milestone.

The beauty of using history as a marketing tool is that it 
just doesn’t pertain to a nonprofit organization, like a 

historical or genealogical society. It pertains to 
anything with a past. For example, in the 

By Susan Zacharias, ogsf

MILESTONES
Celebrating 
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genealogical world, that could include: a professional 
researcher; blogger; library; family reunion; lineage so-
ciety; conference, seminar, or workshop; website; book 
vendor or publisher; family association; cemetery; 
software and/or app developer; or even a newsletter, 
journal, or quarterly. So, whether that milestone is next 
month or two years from now, the time to start pro-
moting history is now.

Celebration pre-planning
Planning a special event requires time and 
creative energy to produce a celebration that 
best represents a business or organization’s his-
tory. Before a committee is selected or a press 
release goes out, there are some questions that 
need to be addressed to help guide the celebra-
tion’s planning. First, what is the most appro-
priate way to celebrate a particular product, 
service, or organization? For example, a genealogy 
society may opt to write a book on its history, whereas 
a genealogy blogger may wish to create a video for 
online viewing. Secondly, is the milestone celebration 
going to be used as a springboard to an image change, 
such as a new logo? Changes in logos can certainly 
“freshen” the face of any product, service, or organiza-
tion, but should not be changed on a whim. Reasons 
for a logo change range from the simple, like an update 
on colors, to the complex, such as a total redesign to 
make the logo a true graphical representation of what a 
product, service, or organization does.

Organization
Celebrating an important milestone requires the proper 
amount of time to plan, implement, and conclude. 
Whether a few months to a few years have been dedicat-
ed to planning the celebration, if organization is lacking, 
the celebration could turn into a nightmare.

Planning should start with a task force to assign and 
oversee certain responsibilities. For an organization, 
that task force usually starts with a board and may 
trickle down to paid staff and/or volunteers. Choose 
individuals with the necessary skills and talents that 
can carry the vision of the milestone celebration. For 
example, someone technologically challenged should 
not be in charge of putting together a multimedia 
presentation. 

Researching history
Celebrating a milestone wouldn’t be complete without 
showcasing the past. Depending upon the type of cel-
ebration planned, researching the past could be a daunt-
ing task, raising a few questions along the way.
• Are historical documents (written, audio, photo-

graphs, etc.) easily accessible and in good condition?

• Are there other important sources of information 
located outside the organization that need to be 
collected and researched? Where would these be 
located?

• Are there members, customers, etc. who need to be 
contacted for their memories or artifacts?

Promotional ideas
Milestone events present the perfect opportunity to cel-
ebrate past accomplishments, to say thank you to mem-
bers, volunteers, and donors, to bring old products or 
publications back to life, and to initiate or expand media 
coverage. Ways to promote a successful milestone cele-
bration are only limited to one’s imagination and can be 
simple or elaborate. Knowing the end result of the event 
will also help in the idea department and help make it a 
success. End results or main goals can include becoming 
more visible in the community, and/or attracting more 
donors, customers, members, volunteers, etc.

Here are just a few ideas to get the creative juices 
flowing:
• Founding day. Invite members, volunteers, donors, 

and the surrounding community to celebrate the 
organization’s anniversary. The celebration could be a 
festival, workshop, open house, or costume ball. Just 
make sure the event is in keeping with the organiza-
tion’s mission statement.

Planning a special event requires 
time and creative energy to produce 
a celebration that best represents a 
business or organization’s history.
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• Hold a contest. Perhaps a few special anniversary 
logos have been created. Allow members or inter-
ested individuals to vote for a logo and choose a 
winner from those who took the time to vote. Put 
the special logo on promotional items to sell or 
give away and don’t forget to feature it on a website 
and/or blog.

• Compile a history. Collect and research materials 
that can be used in a book, create a special news-
letter, or used as a basis for an article or brochure 
handout. 

• Produce a slide show. Highlight a product, service, 
or organization through a multimedia presentation 
that can be displayed on monitors, televisions, etc., in 
exhibit halls, at conferences, inside the organization’s 
building, on websites and blogs. Presentations should 
not only include a brief history, but also archived 
documents, photographs, videos, and audio. Try to 
create a presentation that elicits emotions. Emotional 
connections and memories are a powerful motivator 
to spur individuals to act, which can mean gaining a 
new donor or subscriber.

• Number of people served. It worked for McDonald’s, 
why not give it a try? Let everyone know how many 
individuals have entered your genealogical library, 
visited your website, attended your workshops, or vis-
ited your website. Implement a strategic social media 
campaign to create excitement, perhaps even giving a 
prize to the individual who becomes the thousandth 
(or select a number) that contributes, subscribes, pur-
chases, or joins to whatever is being promoted.    

Generating publicity
The ideas used to promote a milestone celebration will 
only be as good as how it is promoted. While reaching 

a milestone is certainly a cause for celebration, unless 
there is strong name recognition associated with the 
event, sadly the event itself may not generate much pub-
licity. When preparing to promote an event, consider 
these important questions.
• What types of stories and information will cap-

ture media attention? For example, when the Ohio 
Genealogical Society opened their new, state-of-the-
art library and headquarters, the principle donor, 
Samuel D. Islay, had an ancestor who invented the 
Klondike bar. Contact was made to Unilever, the 
current manufacturer of the Klondike bar, and they 
supplied cases of the delicious ice cream treat to be 
passed out at the society’s open house. The event was 
publicized by local and regional newspapers, as well 
as television stations. 

• What types of publicity tools should be used? There 
was a time when sending a press release to a local 
paper was enough to promote a product, service, or 
organization, but not today. The key is to publicize 
early and often. Don’t be content to publicize in 
newspapers, on radio and television, or even on so-
cial media and the web. Publicize on T-shirts, pens, 
banners and/or create a buzz at conferences, festivals, 
even parades. 

Summary
Of course, you don’t need fireworks or hire a skywriter 
to celebrate your milestone, but you do want to utilize 
anniversaries and milestones as a way to stand out in 
the genealogical community throughout the year. The 
key is to promote the event in a fun, engaging, and 
educational way, using whatever resources to showcase 
the amazing amount of work put into building a prod-
uct, service, or organization. The past is often the key 
to the future. Take advantage of its powerful marketing 
opportunities. 

Highlight a product, service, or 
organization through a multimedia 
presentation that can be displayed on 
monitors, televisions, etc.



There was a time when I used to believe I was one 
of a handful of young people who had a passion 
for family history. But after attending Brigham 

Young University (BYU) for several years now, I have 
come to realize that this notion is far from the truth. The 
interesting thing is that it took me months to even find 
out about all the dozens of family history majors and 
minors at BYU.

During my first semester, I simply attended class 
and engaged in all the normal activities of a college 
student, but it was only by chance that I discovered 
that there was a center for family history and ge-
nealogy on campus at the beginning of my second 
semester. When I walked in, I discovered a small hub 
of fascinating and exciting students with a variety of 
interests in the genealogy field. The amazing part was 
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Millennial 
Genealogists

A new organization for 

By Michael Melendez
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that many of them were my age! At first I could not 
believe it.

I started to ask myself, why have I not met or heard 
of most of these students? How is it that I never see 
them at any of the conferences I attend or participate 
in local genealogical societies and chapters? I started 
to go around asking each of them these questions and 
to my surprise, generally, my fellow majors had little 
to no knowledge of the genealogy community I had 
grown to love so much. I immediately went about 

trying to change that by informing them about all the 
incredible opportunities that exist, but I immediately 
ran into other issues, which almost always led to the 
same problem—money.

It was then that the barriers to entry into the ge-
nealogical community became more apparent to me. 
Thankfully, this trend is beginning to change as the 
Internet, specifically social media, has significantly 
expanded the amount of information available, along 
with providing greater access to those in my genera-
tion. Along my journey I have also met and worked with 
some wonderful advocates for young genealogists, like 
Jill Crandell, the director of the Center for Family His-
tory and Genealogy at BYU. I would feel ungrateful if I 
did not also mention three of my friends, Stefani Evans, 
Janet Hovorka, and Denise Levenick, whose efforts are 
making a significant impact.

At the same time I was learning about my fellow 
students at BYU, I began to realize that there are most 
likely many young genealogists around the country who 
are fully capable of contributing to this community, but 

are prevented from doing so, simply because of cost and 
a lack of knowledge of the existence of this exciting field. 
Most of these young people have no idea they are not 
the only middle school, high school, or college student 
interested in genealogy.

The question now is how do we find all these 
needles in a gigantic haystack? How do we reach out 
to young genealogists who have no idea about what 
they are missing out on? The answers are not all that 
simple, but I will say that social media is making it 

possible. I would also profess that we 
need to start by simply trying. What 
better way to learn how to accomplish 
something, than to go out and make 
mistakes by actually doing it? I do not 
have all the answers, but I am working 
on a few different projects to help rem-
edy this gap I see. I would like to share 
with you one of those projects that is 
coming to fruition through the Utah 
Genealogical Association (UGA).

I have watched over the past few 
years the younger genealogist move-
ment beginning to snowball. More 
individuals and organizations are 
putting steps forward to not only 

adapt to a twenty-first century world, but to attract 
genealogists from non-traditional demographics. The 
time is now to have more opportunities for younger 
people to collaborate and grow. You can imagine my 
excitement when Bret Petersen approached me last 
summer to create a student chapter within UGA. 
Ever since that initial meeting, UGA has continued to 
demonstrate an understanding of how to accommo-
date students in order to help them become involved 
in the organization.

Let me discuss the UGA Student Chapter’s function 
by first giving a few clarifications. You don’t have to be 
a “student” in order to join. Anyone 25 and under can 
join the chapter (I can almost assure you that 95 per-
cent of them will be students). Also, the chapter is not 
geographically confined to Utah. It is a national chapter 
where students from anywhere in North America can 
join. (I am sure we would not discriminate against stu-
dents from around the world who would be interested in 
joining). The chapter will be virtual and driven by social 
media, and there will be no membership fees.

More individuals and organizations are 
putting steps forward to not only adapt 
to a twenty-first century world, but to 
attract genealogists from non-traditional 
demographics.
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The new UGA Student Chapter will begin to meet 
regularly and interested individuals can always look 
on UGA’s website and on our Facebook page for more 
information. I can already tell you this will not be a 
normal genealogy group and we will constantly be 
looking for and trying innovative methods for reaching 
and engaging our target audience. I have three of my 
talented peers to help me do this, Mckayla Faddis, Mike 
Savoca, and Paul Woodbury. Together, we form the 
initial leadership team for this 
new chapter.

I am grateful for the op-
portunity to work with UGA 
to lead this new chapter. As 
a 23-year-old family history 
major at BYU, it pains me to 
see so many great resources 
inaccessible to my fellow stu-
dents because of cost, travel, 
and time. My crusade is to 
bring those barriers down, 
slowly but surely. A part of 
this vision is not only the 
new UGA Student Chapter, 
but also student member-
ships in genealogical societies around the country. 
Would it not be astounding to see student family 
history clubs starting in high schools and universities 
with the assistance of a local genealogy society? What 
if we began to see more genealogy society Twitter 
feeds, Facebook pages, and blogs being administered 
by student genealogists?

From the time I truly became involved in the genea-
logical community back in 2008 until now, the geneal-
ogy world has changed tremendously. It has become 
increasingly apparent to me that all these changes are 
beneficial for the younger genealogist. Now fam-
ily history is available at our fingertips and in-depth 
research and collaboration can be done at home. The 
most important factor is time. As we do more in less 
time, it opens the genealogy world up that much more 
to full-time students, full-time moms, and those with 
full-time occupations.

In case you missed them, let me touch on a variety 
of developments just within the past year. RootsTech 
offers a fantastic student rate each year, and both the 
National Genealogical Society and the Association of 

Professional Genealogists have offered student rates 
at their conferences. For several years now, Denise 
Levenick has facilitated a wonderful scholarship to 
help students attend the Southern California Geneal-
ogy Jamboree. The UGA/ICAPGen 2013 Conference 
had seven genealogists under 30 years old presenting. 
Every year, more organizations either implement or be-
gin to consider new student membership rates. I hope 
to see this trend continue with more scholarship and 

grant opportunities for young people. I believe we will 
soon see more young genealogists not only attending, 
but presenting at conferences and local societies all 
over the country.

Please help support the new UGA Student Chapter 
by liking us on Facebook and keeping an eye out for 
millennial genealogists. If your society has a young 
member or if one day in the future a young genealo-
gist visits your society, I would hope you would point 
them towards our chapter. This will not only enrich 
their experience, but increase the likelihood of gain-
ing new membership in your society. The genealogy 
world is moving bravely into the future and the UGA 
Student Chapter plans to be at the forefront. I look 
forward to the day when it will no longer be a pleas-
ant surprise to see a young person at a conference or 
local society meeting. Together, I am confident we 
can make it happen.

As we do more in less time, it opens the 
genealogy world up that much more to 
full-time students, full-time moms, and 
those with full-time occupations.

http://www.infouga.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ugastudentchapter
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Member Society Spotlight
Marian Pierre-Louis By Marian Pierre-Louis 

The Green Valley Genealogical Society
Nestled in the desert outside of Tucson, near the border 
of Mexico, is one of the most active, yet less widely 
known, genealogical societies. Green Valley, Arizona, a 
predominantly 55-plus retirement community, is home 
to the Green Valley Genealogical Society (GVGS). 
Green Valley attracts active retirees and you will see 
many of its residents out biking, jogging, and walking. 
The side benefit is an active group of genealogists with 
fewer time restrictions than full-time working adults.

A predominantly snow-bird community, many 
Green Valley residents flee Arizona during the hot sum-
mer months for cooler states. As a result the society goes 
on hiatus from meetings from May through September. 
Regular monthly meeting are held every Thursday from 
1 to 3 p.m. October through April at the Valley Presbyte-
rian Church, 2800 South Camino del Sol, Green Valley.

The monthly meetings start with local members 
sharing tips and information and then they follow-up 
with a live presentation. During each meeting they have 
a member raffle which contributes to the energy and 
excitement of the group.

For the February monthly meeting GVGS holds an 
annual event, bringing in a national speaker. In Febru-
ary 2015 the group will enjoy four presentations from 
popular speaker Judy Russell, who is also known as the 
Legal Genealogist. Speakers from recent past years have 
included J.H. Fonkert, cg, and Thomas W. Jones, phd, 
cg, cgl, fasg, fngs, fuga.

The society also provides special interest groups 
(SIG) which help the members dig in deeper on specific 
topics. Some of the SIG groups include Early American 
and British Heritage.

Society members can take advantage of the lend-
ing library to check out a wide variety of genealogical 
books. The entire catalog is available online thanks to 
webmaster and librarian Bob Vint. The library is open 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Because 
their collection contains some hard to find books, the 
library offers a lookup service for everyone, including 
the general public (see the library page for more details). 
Also available on the library’s web page is an up-to-date 
listing of all recent additions to the library.

For about four years member Clarice Bird has lead 

http://legalgenealogist.com/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~azgvgs/library.htm
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a study group focused on the National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly (NGSQ). This allows the members the 
opportunity to focus in-depth on case studies that will 
increase their genealogical problem-solving skills. Cur-
rently the group has taken a short break from the NGSQ 
to study the latest book by Thomas W. Jones, phd, cg, 
cgl, fasg, fngs, fuga, Mastering Genealogical Proof. 
Studying one chapter each month has encouraged the 
members to learn how to apply the genealogical proof 
standard in their own research.

The society newsletter is distributed during the active 
meeting months of October through April and includes 
stories of general interest to the membership. As a group 
predominantly made of seasonal residents, the newslet-
ter needs to be varied to reflect the broad geographic 
diversity of its members and their ancestors.

Involvement with the community
GVGS actively engages the local Green Valley commu-
nity. They have built strong ties with the local Sahuarita 
Family History Center and maintain their library on-site 
at the center as a central location for both groups. Betty 

Lou Malesky, cg, director of the Family History Center, 
is also a former GVGS president. Information on the 
Sahuarita Family History Center can be accessed on the 
GVGS website.

Each year GVGS reaches out to the wider commu-
nity with a genealogy fair. Members make displays to 
educate and encourage the wider Green Valley commu-
nity to learn about genealogy.

Unique gem
GVGS has a unique gem in member and former presi-
dent Betty Lou Malesky, cg. Not only is she active in the 
genealogical society, but she also writes a weekly column 
in the Sunday edition of the Green Valley News called 
“Genealogy Today.” Malesky has been writing the column 
since 2005 and has a regular readership from around the 
world. As a benefit to society members and the genealogi-
cal community, the entire collection of articles is available 
in a special section on the GVGS website.

For more information about the Green Valley Genea-
logical Society visit their website or contact them at P.O. 
Box 1009, Green Valley, AZ 85622.

Out-of-Style
A Modern Perspective of HOW, 

WHY and WHEN Vintage Fashions Evolved
by Betty Kreisel Shubert

Hollywood Costume Designer turned Fashion Historian 
and Columnist-Illustrator for Ancestry Magazine offers 
you the following in her award winning book:

• How to time-date old family photos…made easy!

• 700 illustrations reveal style clues of men, women, 
& children 19th–21st centuries.

• Gems of social history bring warmth, humanity 
and life!... to dry data & old records.                                

Family Tree Magazine UK calls Out-of-Style, 
“OUR TOP CHOICE”!                                                                                               

For more information, please visit www.OutOfStyleTheBook.com

 Order: From Amazon, about $20 soft cover & about $38 hard cover
            Wholesale distributors: Barnes & Noble or Ingram

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~azgvgs/gvnews.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~azgvgs
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While browsing through 
the reference works of a 
book vendor at Root-

sTech earlier this year, quite a few 
items caught my eye. Unfortunately 
I faced a dilemma: Do I already 
own this?

Since I couldn’t answer that 
question at the time, I did not 
purchase any books. Upon return-
ing home I discovered that I did 
indeed own some of the books, 
but not all. I realized I needed a 
catalog of books and materials 
I owned, along with a wish list 
for those I would like to acquire. 
The catalog needed to be acces-
sible at will and easily maintained, 
and since there was a possibility 
I could easily misplace a paper 
version, my needs would best be 
served with an electronic copy.

One simple method would be to 
create a simple list, such as a text 

file. It could be kept in Dropbox or 
a similar cloud-storage site so as to 
be synchronized across devices. Or, 
if I wanted more flexibility, such as 
adding cover art, I could maintain 
the list within Evernote or OneNote. 
Virtually no matter where I was, 

I would have my catalog with me. 
Although this may be the solution 
that works best for a number of 
individuals, it still didn’t feel com-
plete to me.

I also considered Amazon for 
ease of use and accessibility  

To Buy or Not to Buy
By Randy Whited

Randy Whited

Figure 1. Amazon.com
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everywhere. In addition to its 
popularity as a shopping website, 
Amazon also has product reviews, 
recommendations, and the ability 
to flag items into one or more wish 
lists. While I prefer to purchase 
from local or conference vendors, 
Amazon is a good place to note 
items of interest in a pinch. There is 
also the option to add ideas to the 
wish list for later research. What is 
lacking is an easy method to make 
note of what you already own. 
[figure 1]

Two sites tailored specifically to 
personal library management are 
LibraryThing and GoodReads. Both 
are cataloging and social network-
ing sites that offer book reviews and 
recommendations. More relevantly, 
visitors can track books they own 
or would like to own.

Upon visiting LibraryThing for 
the first time, users are prompted 
to register or sign in with an exist-
ing Facebook or Twitter account. 
Signing in with another social me-
dia account allows LibraryThing 
to post statuses or tweets on your 
behalf.

Once inside, the site presents a 
dashboard of your recently added 
books, collections with counts in 
each, and the personal tags used. 
From the dashboard you may 
browse your collections or search 
your books or the entire site by 
title, author, ISBN or tag. [figure 2]

Adding books is very straight-
forward. The Add books entry on 
the top menu bar takes you to a 
search bar, which allows you to 
input a title, author, ISBN or other 
identifier. Results will appear to 
the right. LibraryThing, by default, 
gets its book data from Amazon, 
but you may change that to Over-

cat, the Library of Congress, or 
700 other sources. From the same 
search screen, add tags, add to one 
or more collections, or click on a 
book in the results field to add it to 
your library. [figure 3]

Users may create as many col-
lections as they wish and the same 
book can be placed in multiple 
collections. For instance, you may 
have a reference collection and a 
foreign language collection with 
the same foreign language diction-
ary residing in both. Personally, 
I have a “Genealogy” collection 

as well as a “Genealogy wish 
list” collection, easily solving my 
initial problem. Collections can 
be thought of as shelves in your 
personal library and are meaning-
ful to you in a physical or virtual 
arrangement.

Clicking on a book cover itself, 
whether in a search or in your 
collection, will produce a details 
page for that item. Tweaks can be 
made to the properties of the book 
via the Edit your book menu or 
even upload a new cover photo. 
The Quick Links menu to the right 

Figure 3: LibraryThing

Figure 2: LibraryThing

http://www.librarything.com
http://www.goodreads.com
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will search various vendors and 
WorldCat for copies of the book to 
purchase or borrow.

Each book detail page also has 
a great deal of social information. 
Other members that have recently 
added the same work are listed, as 
are those members with similar 
libraries. Selecting one of those 
members loads a profile page with 
information that they have chosen 
to make public, such as contact 
information, as well as links to 
their collections and tags. You can 
even start a conversation with that 
member about the book, should 
you so choose. [figure 4]

Tags are used in a similar man-
ner to collections and are a simple 
way to categorize books accord-
ing to how you think of them. 
The foreign language dictionary 
mentioned above could have tags 
such as “dictionary,” “French,” or 
“reference” to help you organize 
and catalog your materials. Tags 
are similar to subject keywords and 
many users may implement similar 
tags in their libraries. LibraryThing 
provides the ability to find books 
in multiple user libraries with the 
same tag, thus allowing you to ex-
plore the entire database by a single 
subject. [figure 5]

The above only briefly touches 
upon the capabilities of Libr-
aryThing. A quick-start guide 
is available at http://www.libr-
arything.com/quickstart.php. 
Since LibraryThing is contained 
on a website, it is accessible any-
where you have an Internet con-
nection, thus having your personal 
library inventory (and wish list) 
handy.

GoodReads is similar to Libr-
aryThing. The main page provides 

new visitors with the option to 
create a new account or to sign in 
via a variety of other social media 
applications. [figure 6]

GoodReads is even more 
socially focused as is evident by 
the user’s home screen. Emphasis 
is placed on updates from friends 
or other people being followed, 
whether that be books added, their 
status with a book, or a review. A 
unique feature is the ease by which 
any of the books in the update feed 
may be added to your own library. 
Hovering over a book icon displays 
a pop-up menu to add the book to 

the default Read, Currently Read-
ing, or Want to Read bookshelves, 
or to any of your custom book-
shelves. Again, I have “genealogy-
reference” and “wish list” book-
shelves. [figure 7]

Adding books in GoodReads is 
similar to adding books in Libr-
aryThing. Inputting a title, author, 
or ISBN into the search bar will 
return matches on that criteria. The 
results returned by default are of 
books, but Groups, Quotes, Stories, 
or Trivia, among other categories 
may be searched. The same green 
Want to Read and book icon ap-

Figure 4: LibraryThing

Figure 5: LibraryThing

http://www.librarything.com/quickstart.php
http://www.librarything.com/quickstart.php
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pears to the right of each results 
entry, providing the ability to add 
to the desired bookshelf of your 
library. Likewise, the book detail 
page itself has extended, editable 
information about a book as well 
as the ability to share the book on 
social media outlets.

While both websites are similar 
in the basics of cataloging and con-
necting, GoodReads has two addi-
tional features that make it prefer-
able for me. The first is a dedicated 
smart device app for both iOS and 
Android. The app is clean and easy 
to navigate, perhaps more so than 
the website version. In two taps, 
I can bring up my current library 
or wish list bookshelves, provided 
I have an Internet connection of 
course. [figure 8]

As part of the app, my favorite 
feature is the barcode scan. Tap 
Scan and a screen appears prompt-
ing you to align the edges of an 
onscreen box around a book’s bar-
code. Once the edges are aligned, 
the app scans the barcode, per-
forms an ISBN lookup, and returns 
the details of the book. The book 
may then be added to the bookshelf 
of choice.

Should you hit a snag while us-
ing GoodReads, their help section 
is easily browsed at https://www.
goodreads.com/help.

There is no way to fully review 
all of the features of both sites 
in this brief article. Readers are 
encouraged to explore each site 
to determine if its function meets 
their needs and workflow. Enjoy 
and happy cataloging!

Figure 6: goodreads

Figure 7: goodreads

Figure 8: goodreads app

https://www.goodreads.com/help
https://www.goodreads.com/help
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In part 1 of this column, I dis-
cussed the often contentious is-
sues revolving around publishing 

your family tree online. I advocated 
that one should have both a well-
sourced public tree (so you can be 
discovered by distant cousins) and 
a private tree for the purpose of col-
lecting, organizing, and working with 
information that has not yet reached 
the conclusion stage. I also talked 
in favor of collaborating with other 
researchers to create a single shared 
tree, while simultaneously maintain-
ing a personal (non-shared) tree, 
which minimizes the 
chances that 
someone 

else can maliciously, ignorantly, or 
accidentally change or delete your 
research work. The downside, as 
mentioned in the previous article, 
is that doing all of these things will 
require some extra work and care, 
especially to avoid having conflicting 
information in different trees.

In part 2, I will address the obvi-
ous remaining question, namely, 
“Where to put these trees?” Today 
there are more options than ever, 
but some options are better than 
others. After all, if your objective is 
to expose your own research to as 

many potential distant 
cousins as pos-

sible, then 

you are going to want to focus your 
work on the most popular sites.

The big four (and a bit about 
GEDCOM)
The four largest and best-known 
genealogy online services all allow 
you to create a free family tree. 
These are the three commercial sites 
(Ancestry.com, findmypast, and 
MyHeritage) and one nonprofit site 
(FamilySearch). For the commercial 
sites, offering a free personal family 
tree is an obvious marketing tool 
with the hope that you will pay for 
their subscription service in order to 
access records related to your family. 
You are also providing the commer-
cial sites with content they didn’t 
have to pay for but, can be used to 
attract other users (and potential 
subscribers). For FamilySearch, the 
genealogical division of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
your working on their shared family 
tree contributes to their mission of 
connecting families and helping in-
dividuals to learn more about their 
ancestry.

Even though all four services 
allow you to create a tree for free, 
there are some significant differences 
between their features, especially 
when it comes to creating the tree 
from scratch, or working with your 
tree offline. I will highlight some of 
those unique features in the follow-
ing sections.

However, before I do that, let me 
explain a concept that pertains to a 

Watch Out for that Tree!
Part 2
By Drew Smith, MLS

Drew Smith, MLS
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number of online family tree ser-
vices. For more than thirty years, ge-
nealogists have been able to exchange 
genealogical data in a standard file 
format known as GEDCOM (Ge-
nealogical Data Communication), a 
format developed by the LDS Family 
History Department (a predecessor 
organization to FamilySearch). The 
popularity of this format has resulted 
in nearly every genealogy software 
program and online service being 
able to import and export data in the 
GEDCOM format. Because some 
online services do support the import 
of GEDCOM-format files, those 
services make it possible to copy your 
data from your own desktop-based 
genealogy database software to the 
online service instead of having to re-
key the information manually. Some 
of the online services also support the 
ability to export your online data as a 
GEDCOM-format file, allowing you 
to preserve a copy of it or more easily 
move it to another online service or 
to your desktop software.

Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com provides you the abil-
ity to create multiple trees, which 
means that you can have one or more 
public trees and one or more private 
trees. When you sign into Ancestry.
com and choose the “Family Trees” 
drop-down menu, you will be shown 
the names of all trees either that you 
yourself own (shown at the top of the 
list) or that you have been given some 
sort of access to by the owner (shown 
after your own trees). At the bottom 
of the list are the options to “Start a 
new tree” or “Upload a GEDCOM”. 
Regardless of whether you choose 
“Start a new tree” or “Upload a GED-
COM,” you give the tree a name, such 
as “Drew Smith’s Paternal Working 

Tree,” and optionally a description.
If you choose “Upload a GED-

COM,” you will indicate where on 
your computer’s hard drive the GED-
COM file exists (it cannot exceed 
75MB in size), whether or not you 
want the resulting tree to be public or 
private (note that the public option 
is pre-checked), and whether you 
accept the Submission Agreement 
(you have to check this box in order 
to proceed). The Agreement points 
out that Ancestry.com will need to 
do certain things with your data in 
order to operate its service (such as 
copying it and distributing it). It also 

addresses the privacy of living indi-
viduals, the need for you to refrain 
from publishing copyrighted material 
for which you have not been given 
permission, and the fact that Ances-
try.com is not going to compensate 
you in any way for providing your 
data to Ancestry.com. Finally, the 
Agreement explains what happens if 
you choose to make your tree private, 
namely, that individuals in your tree 
will still show up in searches done by 
other Ancestry.com users, who can 
then choose to contact you for more 
information.

If you choose instead to “Start 
a new tree,” you can immediately 
add two individuals (for instance, 
yourself and your spouse, or your-
self and one of your parents). After 
you add the second individual, you 
will be given the option to name 
the tree, choose whether to have the 
tree public or private (note that the 
public option is pre-checked), and 
then to save or cancel the tree.

Because Ancestry.com owns the 
Family Tree Maker (FTM) software, 
you have a third way to get your 
tree onto Ancestry.com: create the 
tree in a current version of the FTM 

software and then synchronize it to 
your online tree. The benefit of this 
method is that you can update your 
tree either in the software or online, 
and then keep the two copies syn-
chronized. FTM is available for both 
Windows and Mac, but is not a free 
product (a downloadable version is 
available for about $30).

Now that we have addressed the 
ways of getting information in your 
online Ancestry.com tree, let’s talk 
about some of the options for your 
online tree. For each tree, you can 
set one of the individuals in that tree 

Ancestry.com
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as the “home person” (or set none at 
all), and you can indicate whether or 
not you yourself are in that tree. You 
can choose for each tree whether the 
service will display “hints,” that is, 
notifications that there is a record on 
Ancestry.com that may match an indi-
vidual in your tree. You can export the 
information from your Ancestry.com 
file as a GEDCOM-format file. Finally, 
you can delete your online tree.

Findmypast
If you are a registered findmypast 
user (it is free to register), you can 
sign in and choose the Family Trees 
drop-down menu to view all of your 
existing trees, create a tree (entering 
the names individually), or import a 
tree (a GEDCOM-format file within 
a limit of fifty thousand individu-
als, but without any attached media 
files). As with Ancestry.com, you 
must name the tree and decide 
whether to make the tree public (the 
option is not pre-checked). Also as 
with Ancestry.com, you are asked 
if the person you are entering is 
yourself, so that it can tell you how 
you are related to other people that 
you might match. Once you have 
the tree, you can then select the 
option as to who the home person 
is, and whether living people should 
be shown (this option is not pre-
checked). You can also choose to 
display surnames in ALL CAPS.

At present, findmypast does not 
offer its own genealogy software or 
provide for a way to synchronize a 
tree with one that is desktop-based.

MyHeritage
There are a number of similarities 
between the tree features of Ancestry.
com and MyHeritage. MyHeritage 
allows you to register and create a 

free family tree. You can do this one 
name at a time, upload a GEDCOM 
file, or synchronize with their Family 
Tree Builder desktop software (which 
is free, but at the time of this writing 
runs natively only under Windows). 
You have a large number of options 
in regards to your privacy settings for 
your tree.

MyHeritage makes family trees 
part of more elaborate sites, and 
when you login, you are presented 
with a list of all sites to which you 
have been given membership (either 
a site you yourself own or one that 

you were given access to by another 
MyHeritage user). There is an option 
to bypass this list and always go di-
rectly to one of the sites (you would 
probably want to choose the site that 
you yourself created and manage).

MyHeritage may mark some 
individuals in your tree with a 
green indicator, notifying you that 
MyHeritage’s trademarked “Smart 
Matches” technology has identi-
fied a possible match between that 
individual and an individual in 
someone else’s family tree.

In 2012, MyHeritage purchased 

findmypast

MyHeritage
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The Clay Family Society
In 1999 Clay family researchers 
met to discuss ways to help others 
researching the family name. In 2001 
a meeting was held in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, to form the Clay Family So-
ciety, including all variant spellings, 
such as Claye, Klee, and el la Cley.

The Clays of Virginia and Ken-
tucky are of English ancestry, arriving 
and settling in Virginia prior to the 
American Revolution. One of the 
early Clays, Mitchell Clay, married 
Phoebe Belcher in 1760 in Franklin 
County, Virginia. In April 1774, Clay 
received a grant from Dunmore, 
the Royal Governor of Virginia, as 
assignee of Lieutenant John Draper, 
800 acres in what was then Fincastle 
County, Virginia. As payment for this 
tract of land, Clay gave Draper a slave 
woman and her children, executing 
a bill of sale. Two interesting lawsuits 
arose from this trade after Mitch-
ell Clay’s death in 1812. The slave 
woman sued to achieve freedom. 
After winning her case, representa-
tives of Draper sued the Clay execu-
tors and their securities, resulting in 
bankrupting the sureties of Captain 
William Smith and the estate of 
Colonial George N. Pearis, sureties of 
the executors of Clay.

The society meets every other 
year to share research findings, 
actively promotes cemetery projects 
to identify and locate burial places 
of Clay ancestors, and is currently 
conducting a Clay DNA Project in 
an attempt to understand the origins 
of the various Clay-surnamed indi-
viduals.

Descendants of Clay ancestors 
can find more information on the 
society’s website.

Jackson Brigade Corporation
The Jackson Brigade Corporation 
is the genealogical association 

for descendants of John Jackson 
(1715–1801) who was born in 
Coleraine, Londonderry, Ireland. 
Jackson immigrated to Maryland 
in 1748 where he married Eliza-
beth Cummins on 4 July 1755. The 
couple spent their later years in 

Family Associations
By Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG
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Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 
Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 
the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware.  [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
Christine Rose

The Clay Family Society

The Clafin Family Association

http://www.clayfamilysociety.org/index.htm
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Clarksburg, West Virginia.
One prominent descendant 

of John and Elizabeth Jackson is 
General Thomas Jonathan “Stone-
wall” Jackson. Other well-known 
descendants include Colonel 
George Jackson (1757–1831) who 
served as a member of the Virginia 
State Convention that ratified the 
US Constitution in 1788; Colonel 
Edward Jackson (1759–1828), who 
served in the Virginia legislature 
in 1803 and 1815; and John George 
Jackson (1774–1825), a member of 
the US Congress and a judge in the 
US District Court. His first wife 
was Mary Payne, sister to Dolley 
Madison, wife of President James 
Madison.

The 2014 Jackson Brigade 
Reunion was held at Jackson’s Mill, 
Lewis County, West Virginia. Jack-
son’s Mill was the boyhood home of 
Stonewall Jackson. The group pub-
lishes the Jackson Brigade Quarterly 
which is available by subscription. 
An index of the quarterly can be 
found online.

The Jackson Brigade has made 
an effort to expand and correct 
some earlier writings regarding the 
history of this family. They welcome 
inquiries by researchers. For further 
information visit their website at 
http://www.jacksonbrigade.com.

Revisited
The Sanborn Family Association 
first appeared in this column in 

June 1997. The association re-
mains active and offer descendants 
help in tracing their Sanborn 
ancestors. Among the variant sur-
names is Samborne.

The group states there is no 
doubt that the American Sanborns 
originated in the Berkshire, Wilt-
shire, Hampshire area in southern 
England, although the exact location 
is unknown. Also unknown are the 
names of the three Samborne broth-
ers. Their mother Anne Bachiler, 
daughter of the well-known Rever-
end Stephen Bachiler, was a widow 
with three sons by 1630. Where 
she married a Samborne, his given 
name, and his place and date of 
death are not known.

Research into the Sanborn Eng-
lish origins has been conducted for 

about 150 years. V. C. Sanborn, the 
premier Sanborn researcher of the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, could find no posi-
tive proof of the English Sanborn 
origins. One of the main objec-
tives of the association, since its 
establishment in 1983, has been to 
continue research into the Sanborn 
English roots. To learn more about 
the association visit their website 
at http://www.sanbornfamilyassocia-
tion.com.

The Sanborn Family Association

http://www.eg.bucknell.edu/~hyde/jackson/Quarterly-Index.html
http://www.jacksonbrigade.com/
http://www.sanbornfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.sanbornfamilyassociation.com/
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Picture this: You write a 
nice little genealogy blog 
post about your great-

great-grandmother. It tells a brief 
story of her life and details what 
little you know about her. You hit 
“publish” on the blog post and go 
on your way. A few months later, 
someone else searching on the 
Internet for her own family tree 
stumbles on your blog. 
She realizes your 
ancestor is also 
her ancestor 
and e-mails 
you with the 
news. She 
says she has 
information on 
the family and 
pictures of your 
great-great-grand-
mother! After a few exchanged 
e-mails, you have photos in hand, 
fresh details on your ancestor, and 
a new cousin to boot.

This blogging scenario happens 
time and again with genealogy blog-
gers and it can happen with your 
blog, too. The key is to throw a little 
ancestor bait out there and wait for 
a bite. I call it “fishing for cousins” 
and below are my tips to land the 
big catch.

Select your ancestor bait
Which ancestor(s) do you want 
to feature in your post? Pick one 
or more people, but not so many 
that readers would get confused. 
When I write this type of post on 
my own blog, I focus on one person 

or one family unit (father, mother, 
and children). My intent is to share 
what I know about the ancestor(s) 
in question and hopefully entice 
others to establish contact and share 
information.

Tell a brief story
Lists of dates and places aren’t excit-
ing to read, but they are necessary 
details in your blog post. Weave 
these facts into a story if you can. 
This doesn’t have to be a long 
narrative. If you only know birth, 
marriage, and death facts, put those 
in sentence form, like the sample 
below. If you have census records, 
you can get occupation information 
and more from those.

John Smith was born 24 April 
1880 in Kansas City, Missouri. 
He was a butcher in St. Louis for 
much of his life. He moved to Dal-
las, Texas, in 1935 and eventually 
died there in 1952. He is buried in 
Jones Cemetery.

Write for your audience
Your intent is to attract potential 
cousins to read your blog post and 
make contact, so keep that in mind 
when writing your piece. Many of 
these new cousin connections come 
when someone is just puttering 
around the Internet. They enter the 
name of an ancestor into a search 
engine and click on the website re-
sults in front of them. You want your 

Fishing for Cousins
By Amy Coffin

Amy Coffin



36   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 26 Issue 2

Back to TOC

blog to be in those results, and to 
achieve that, you need to compose a 
search-friendly post.

“Search friendly” just means 
taking into account all the possible 
search combinations someone could 
use to find your blog post. Include 
as many of those terms as possible 
in your piece. Too confusing? Here’s 
what your blog post needs when you 
are fishing for cousins:

• Names. Include first, last, and 
maiden names of all your 
subjects if you know them. 
Don’t forget any nicknames. 
You want to include all possible 
name combinations in order to 
anticipate the different ways an 
unfound cousin might search 
for ancestors. If you write about 
Elizabeth “Lizzie” Jones Smith, 
people can find your blog by 
searching for Elizabeth Jones, 
Lizzie Smith, Elizabeth Jones 
Smith, etc.

• Numbers. Include birth and 
death dates for your ancestor 
subjects if you know them. This 
helps set your ancestors apart 
from others with the same name. 
One of my ancestors shares a 
relatively common first and last 
name with a popular foreign 
singer. Whenever I write about 
him, I include his birth and death 
years to distinguish him from 
other subjects on the Internet. 
If someone searches online for 
my ancestor by name and birth/
death year, my blog is one of the 
top search results.

• Places. As with numbers, you 
want to include the locations of 
your ancestors to distinguish 

your blog post from other online 
content and increase search 
results. Why are place details 
so important? Two words: John 
Smith. The way to distinguish 
your Smith ancestor from others 
is to include location facts about 
his life. If you know the town-
ship, city, county, states, and/or 
country, include all that informa-
tion in your post. The key is to 
anticipate all the possible search 
combinations one might use to 
find your blog.

Make your pitch
When fishing for cousins, your in-
tent is to get complete strangers to 
contact you. This can be an intimi-
dating social hurdle for some, so it 
is best to show your sincerity and 
willingness to share family history 
information.

Explain how you are connected 
to the subject(s) in your blog post. 
This shows readers and potential 
cousins that you are part of the fam-
ily tree and have a vested interest in 
their ancestors.

Make a polite request for ad-
ditional information on the blog 
subjects. People are very attached 
to their genealogy information. 
You want them to understand 
that you will appreciate any facts, 
documents, or photos they share 
and they will be used for family 
history purposes.

Don’t give away the farm
I have spent all this time telling you 
to share lots of information and now 
I am going to tell you to hold back. 
What gives?

The goal is to get potential cous-
ins to contact you. If you put every 
fact and photo in your post, you 

have eliminated the incentive for 
readers to reach out and establish a 
connection.

Tell readers you have more 
information to share. Briefly 
describe the items and then invite 
potential cousins to contact you. 
This is the bait family history en-
thusiasts can’t resist.

Be patient
Fishing for cousins is like fishing for 
dinner. You just have to cast your 
line and wait. Sometimes, it may 
be weeks or months before you are 
contacted.

Further reading
Fishing for cousins is a common 
technique in genealogy blogging. If 
you do not already utilize it, these 
examples can guide you to write 
your own piece.

First is an example from my own 
blog. You will see my pitch and the 
happy results. Jenny Lanctot of the 
Are My Roots Showing? blog also had 
success connecting with cousins. 
You can read about it in Cousin Bait. 
It’s How I Roll.

You may know Anne Mitch-
ell as the name behind the “Ask 
Ancestry Anne” column at Ances-
try.com, but she also blogs about 
her own genealogical pursuits at 
Finding Forgotten Stories. Her slide 
deck for Cousin Bait: Blogging to 
Find Your Family shares how to 
start a blog and begin attracting 
new cousins to the fold.

Most genealogy bloggers will 
share success stories of connect-
ing to distant cousins through their 
blogs. The task of fishing for cousins 
is an easy one, and the rewards are 
worth the time.

http://wetree.blogspot.com/2012/06/cousin-bait-francis-w-schoffman-and.html
http://aremyrootsshowing.blogspot.com/2011/05/cousin-bait-its-how-i-roll.html
http://aremyrootsshowing.blogspot.com/2011/05/cousin-bait-its-how-i-roll.html
http://ancestry-stickynotes.tumblr.com/tagged/ask-ancestry-anne
http://ancestry-stickynotes.tumblr.com/tagged/ask-ancestry-anne
http://finding-forgotten-stories.com/
http://forgottenstoriesdotcom.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/cousin-bait-blogging-to-find-your-family.pdf
http://forgottenstoriesdotcom.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/cousin-bait-blogging-to-find-your-family.pdf
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RPAC members con-
tinue to meet 

each month on a conference call 
to update one another on records 
preservation and access issues across 
the nation and the world. FGS Legal 
Advisor Fred Moss, jd, llm, has 
been working with the Colorado 
State Registrar and Director of Vital 
Records on the Working Group of 
the 2011 Revision of the Model Vital 
Statistics Act. Moss has encour-
aged the committee members and 
state liaisons to share the Power-
Point slides posted on the RPAC 
blog under Publications with state 
health officials for clarification of 
the surgeon general’s family history 
medical initiative. Barbara Mathews, 
Massachusetts RPAC liaison, let the 
committee know the Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council posted a fill-in 
health pedigree chart on their blog.

Jan Meisels Allen, RPAC mem-
ber, reported the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies (IAJGS) sent letters to the 
twenty-eight ministers of justice in 
the European Union (EU) object-
ing to the one applicable regulation 
replacing the twenty-eight different 
national data protection and privacy 
laws. Germany and Spain have 
indicated that historical records will 
be protected, and England is also in 
agreement. Jan Alpert, RPAC chair, 
sent e-mail letters to the German 
representative on the Civil Liber-
ties and Affairs Committee and to 
the Great Britain representative. It 

has been indicated that the twenty-
eight countries’ vote will be delayed 
beyond its original target date and 
that the EU regulations will not 
impact access to historical records, 
but might impact the “right of 
erasure” on future records. Existing 
regulations for most EU countries 
provides access to historical records 
after one hundred years.

National Archives and Re-
cords Administration (NARA)
Staff at the National Archives at Col-
lege Park moved nearly 400 cubic 
feet of personnel- related records, the 
Service Records of Shipping Person-
nel, RG 178, NC-5 118 (NARA ID 
7368316), to the National Archives at 
St. Louis in late fall 2013. Since these 
records contained personal data, 
moving the collection to the Person-
nel Center in St. Louis facilitates 
research and public access to these 
records. Location of the Archives is 1 
Archives Drive, St. Louis, MO 63138.

STATES
ALASKA: 
The National 
Endowment of 
the Humani-
ties awarded 

the City of Fairbanks a $6,000 grant 
to provide records preservation 
training for the city’s archives and 
records staff. Three hands-on work-
shops will be conducted covering 
the fundamentals of historical col-
lection preservation, environmental 

management, and disaster prepared-
ness. Preservation of fragile records 
from 1903 and earlier requires spe-
cial attention and will be addressed 
during these workshops.

CALIFORNIA: 
California voters 
voted for a pro-
posed amendment 
to the California 
Public Records 

Act (CPRA) in June 2014. The 1968 
CPRA in the state’s constitution 
clarifies that local agencies cannot 
reject requests for publicly avail-
able documents. The constitutional 
amendment on the ballot would 
require the local governments to pay 
for all the inquiries in full. Senator 
Mark Leno, D-San Francisco, who 
authored the bill said, “if approved 
by voters, SCA 3 would permanently 
uphold and protect a person’s right 

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By Linda McCleary

Linda McCleary

Take the 
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http://www.fgs.org/rpac/
http://tinyurl.com/p5cpk3q
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FORUMDisplay0711
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to inspect public records and attend 
public meetings, which are prin-
ciples we all respect and treasure.”

DC: The Local His-
tory & Genealogy 
Reading Room in 
the Library of Con-
gress moved into the 

Main Reading Room at the Thomas 
Jefferson Building, 101 Independence 
Avenue SE. For a time there was 
concern the Reading Room would be 
closed; however, that did not occur. 
The intent for the consolidation of 
the Local History & Genealogical 
Collection into the Main Read-
ing Room is to enhance service to 
researchers by expert librarians. The 
area is open: Monday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday: 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The room is closed 
Sundays and federal holidays.

FLORIDA: The 
State Library and 
Archives of Florida 
has digitized over 
180,000 photo-

graphs and placed them online at 
http://www.floridamemory.com. 
Photographs were obtained from 
various sources including indi-
vidual photographers, government 
agencies, and Florida newspapers. 
Care must be used in copying these 
photographs as some may be under 
copyright. See their website for more 
information.

MAINE: Although an 
open records state, town 
clerks are still reluctant 
to let genealogists and 
historians have access 
to vital records. Gene-

alogists must show a Maine genea-
logical society membership card in 

order to search records, but now the 
town clerks want to charge genea-
logical societies, as well as genealo-
gists, a fee to acquire a researcher 
card to search their records. RPAC is 
monitoring this situation.

NORTH 
CAROLINA: 
Through 

cooperative projects with librar-
ies, museums, historical societies, 
and cultural institutions, the North 
Carolina Digital Heritage Center 
has digitized more than two mil-
lion pages of North Carolina city 
directories. The collection features 
939 directories from the years 1860 
through 1963. Coverage includes 
108 cities in sixty-four of one-
hundred counties. For free access 
to the collection, click on the link: 
www.digitalnc.org/collections/city-
directories/.

http://www.floridamemory.com/
http://www.digitalnc.org/collections/city-directories/
http://www.digitalnc.org/collections/city-directories/




41   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 26 Issue 2

Back to TOC

Book Reviews
By Paul Milner
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Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 
column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-
son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 
Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 
128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.

 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws.  The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul Milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, IL 60068.

This book is a follow-up to 
Mr. Morgan’s earlier book 
How to Do Everything: 
Genealogy by the same 
publisher, which targeted 
beginners and provided 
the basics for research. This 
book is not for beginners, 
but targets researchers who 
have mastered the basics 
and who have run into a 
brick wall, like everyone 
will do sooner or later. The 
book assumes therefore 
that the reader knows 
about different genealogi-
cal record types, where to 
find them, and that the re-
search process online and 
offline is understood.

The book is designed to 
“take you to the next level 
by presenting you with a 
set of techniques that can 
help you make progress 
when the beginning meth-
ods aren’t enough. It will 
also help you better com-
prehend and understand 
the content and some of 
the common genealogical 
evidence that you thought 
you knew.” (p. xiv). 
Throughout, the book uses 
the visual metaphor of 
the brick wall, explaining 
that the wall needs to be 
examined in great detail 
to understand how it was 
built in the first place and 
how documentation the 
reader already has may ac-

tually provide a solution. 
This is done before trying 
to break down the wall us-
ing brute force or choos-
ing a variety of options to 
get around the wall. When 
these methods don’t suc-
ceed, successive chapters 
address alternatives such 
as talking to a friend, us-
ing crowdsourcing, and 
applying technological 
solutions (DNA analysis). 
If these techniques fail 
then a chapter explains 
when and how to find 
to locate a good demoli-
tion expert—a profes-
sional genealogist. When 
everything fails, maybe 
the solution is to take a 
break, learn more, and 
return later with a fresh 
mind, more knowledge, 
and potentially access to 
more indexes or resources. 
The final chapter focusses 
on pulling everything one 
has learned together and 
focusing on the funda-
mentals and what one has 
learned along the way.

The chapters are well 
laid out, with lots of 
headings in bold, which 
are all identified in the 
table of contents, mak-
ing things easy to locate. 
The chapters contain 
multiple examples of how 
the proposed techniques 
have been used to over-

come problems. The book 
focusses on US research, 
but there are enough refer-
ences to overseas research, 
that the implication is 
that this book also works 
for overseas research. At 
one level it does, for the 
techniques suggested are 
applicable everywhere. 
Where it runs into trouble 
is in lists, especially when 
suggesting what the 
researcher may and may 
not have observed. The 
use of lists on what may 
have been overlooked im-
plies in this type of book 
some comprehensiveness, 
which may not be true. 
For example, omitted 
from the list of suggested 
things that may have been 
overlooked when looking 
at a marriage license (p.6) 
are: clues to religion; oc-
cupations of groom, bride, 
and their fathers; whether 
parental permission to 
marry was needed, etc.

This book is easy to 
read, provides clear expla-
nations, examples and is 
well-illustrated, thus defi-
nitely meeting the needs 
of libraries and individuals 
seeking a book to guide 
family historians who are 
beyond the basics and need 
help solving problems.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Advanced Genealogy: Research 
Techniques. By George G. Morgan 
and Drew Smith. Published by 
McGraw Hill Education,  
P.O. Box 543, Blacklick OH 43004. 
http://shop.mcgraw-hill.com. 
2013. xvii, 206 pp. Illustrations, 
index.  Softcover. $30.  
E-book. $30.

http://shop.mcgraw-hill.com
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Find Your Family History:  
Steps to Get Started.  
By Stephen Szabados. Published 
by Stephen M. Szabados. 
CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform  
http://www.createspace.com. 
Amazon.com. 2012. 121 pp. 
Illustrations. Softcover. $14.99.

Every experienced geneal-
ogist was once a beginner. 
This book offers those new 
to family history the steps 
they will need to follow 
to get started with their 
research. These steps are 
outlined in twelve chap-
ters covering all of the 
basics including: searching 
at home for documents 
and photographs; us-
ing genealogy forms and 
lineage software; how to 
get organized, interview 
older relatives, researching 
census; vital; immigration; 
and other records; tips for 
searching online records; 
taking research trips; 
using message boards 
and posting your family 
tree online. There is also 
a chapter dedicated to 
continuing education and 
bibliography of additional 
resources.

The author writes in a 
friendly, straightforward 
voice, and includes anec-
dotes, stories, and visual 
examples from his own 
research. There is a brief 
discussion of citing sources 
and evaluating data, and 
additional resources are 
mentioned for those who 
want to learn more about 
formatting their citations. 
There are plenty of illustra-
tions—including family 
photographs, screenshots 
of family trees, and search 
screens from databases, 
such as Ancestry.com, 
FamilySearch.org, FindA-
Grave, CastleGarden.org, 

among others, sample cen-
sus records, passenger lists, 
obituaries, naturalization 
petitions, and other key 
documents needed to track 
down information about 
an ancestor. The images are 
all in black and white, are 
clear, and easy to read, with 
arrows or lines to highlight 
key data. Each chapter 
includes a brief summary 
of key points covered in 
that chapter.

The author does a 
nice job of including a 
wide variety of resources. 
Common records used 
by genealogists such as 
census records are cov-
ered in detail, but other 
resources, many of which 
are found offline, are also 
covered, such as funeral 
cards, employment re-
cords, and sources from 
genealogical societies. 
One essential resource not 
included in the immigra-
tion section was the One-
Step Webpages by Stephen 
P. Morse, http://www.
stevemorse.org. This tool 
is invaluable for mining 
the Ellis Island Database, 
http://www.ellisisland.
org, and Ancestry.com for 
passenger lists. The site is 
listed in the bibliography 
section under “Useful 
Websites” as “Search Utili-
ties.” Screenshots of using 
the site would be useful to 
the beginning genealogist. 
It would be helpful to the 
reader if the book had an 
index.

The continuing educa-
tion chapter notes books, 
genealogy societies, 
presentations and confer-
ences, magazines, and 
online study. The online 
study section mentions 
the National Genealogi-
cal Society home study 
course, Ancestry.com and 
FamilySearch resources, 
but omits any mention of 
two big genealogy educa-
tion providers: Family 
Tree University, http://
www.familytreeuniversity.
com, and the National 
Institute for Genealogi-
cal Studies, http://www.
genealogicalstudies.com. 
Many of the popular ge-
nealogy blogs are listed, as 
well as social media sites 
Facebook and Twitter.

This book includes 
a great deal of informa-
tion packed into just 121 
pages. The examples are 
helpful and clear, and a 
beginner should be able 
to follow each of the steps 
outlined without much 
difficulty. I would recom-
mend this book to anyone 
who has been bitten by 
the family history bug but 
is uncertain about where 
or how to start. I also 
like the parting comment 
from Mr. Szabados who 
instructs his readers to 
“Have Fun.” With his book 
as a guide, they will.

Lisa A. Alzo
Ithaca, New York

http://www.createspace.com/
http://www.stevemorse.org/
http://www.stevemorse.org/
http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.familytreeuniversity.com/
http://www.familytreeuniversity.com/
http://www.familytreeuniversity.com/
http://www.genealogicalstudies.com/
http://www.genealogicalstudies.com/
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This book radically chang-
es our understanding of 
English marriage law, de-
stroying most of what has 
been taught by historians 
and genealogists regarding 
marriage law in the past. 
This book is one volume in 
a series entitled Cambridge 
Studies in English Legal 
History and is therefore 
not a light read, but is 
certainly worth the effort. 
If you want an overview of 
Ms. Proberts’ arguments 
then read her Marriage 
Law for Genealogists: The 
Definitive Guide reviewed 
in the Spring 2013 issue of 
the FGS Forum, volume 
25, number 1. If you want 
more details including the 
specifics on the case law 
read this volume.

Ms. Probert is a gene-
alogist and professor of 
Family Law at Warwick 
University, a leading 
authority of the history of 
marriage laws of England 
and Wales and it clearly 
shows here. Her arguments 
in this book for her case 
are thorough and backed 
up by legal, historical, and 
genealogical research, 
which makes the book 
fascinating to read.

A very strong case is 
made that the 1753 Lord 
Hardwicke’s Act did not 
constitute a radical break 
with the past, but rather 
it was a transition from 
canon law to English law. 
In many ways the new Act 
focused on enforcing what 

was already supposed to 
be happening and as the 
formal title suggests “Act 
for Preventing Clandestine 
Marriages” it was primar-
ily aimed at one particular 
practice – ending Clandes-
tine Marriages.

The book focusses on 
the decades before and 
after the Act and how the 
contemporary people, 
church, and legal establish-
ment viewed marriage. It 
is vitally important to use 
contemporary sources for 
it is the legal establish-
ments in both England and 
America that have sub-
sequently really muddied 
the waters and led many 
historians astray.

The book examines in 
detail the misunderstand-
ings around contract per 
verba de praesenti, clearly 
defining in the process 
what constituted a mar-
riage in the eyes of the 
church and the law. It 
addresses other perceived 
marriages practices, trac-
ing the origins of each into 
the historical literature and 
destroying each along the 
way. Ms. Probert moves on 
to explain what a clandes-
tine marriage is and why it 
was such a problem for the 
establishment, and for the 
people involved. Once de-
fined the book looks at the 
passage of the Act, what 
the law said and what effect 
it had on practice. Exam-
ined are the terms of Act; 
contracts to be unenforce-

able; preliminaries to the 
marriage; parental control; 
the ceremony; registration; 
penalties; and exemptions. 
It would have been a nice 
addition if a full copy of 
the Act had been included 
in the book.

The book concludes by 
examining the success of 
the Act, how it was inter-
preted afterwards by the 
judicial system and what 
the response was at the 
time by the non-Anglicans.

For the genealogist, 
three sets of records are 
used to support her case 
regarding marriage prac-
tices: specific cohorts of 
couples drawn from baptis-
mal registers in a variety of 
locations around England 
and Wales; settlement 
examinations (Bradford-
on-Avon, Wiltshire); and 
a rare parish listing (1782 
Cardington, Bedfordshire).

The book is heavily 
footnoted throughout, 
citing numerous legal, 
historical, genealogical, 
and social texts and stud-
ies. These provide lots of 
alternative viewpoints. 
However, this reviewer 
thinks the arguments have 
been made soundly, are 
strongly supported, and all 
genealogists should rethink 
what they have been taught 
about English marriage 
laws and practices in the 
eighteenth century. This is 
a good read

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Marriage Law and Practice in 
the Long Eighteenth Century: 
A Reassessment. By Rebecca 
Probert. Published by Cambridge 
University Press, The Edinburgh 
Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK. 
http://www.cambridge.org.  
2009. xii, 358 pp. Index. 
Hardcover. $113.

http://www.cambridge.org/
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This monumental work 
is highly recommended 
for any Irish genealogy 
or history collection. It 
is designed as the de-
finitive summary of all 
aspects dealing with the 
Great Irish Famine of 
1845–1850, though there 
is material covering a 
wider time frame. This is 
not the type of book that 
is likely to be read cover 
to cover, partially because 
of its size but also because 
of its format. The book is 
divided into nine themed 
sections addressing: Ire-
land, before and after the 
famine; the Great Hunger; 
the workhouse; popula-
tion decline and social 
transformations; witness-
ing the famine; the scat-
tering; legacy; remember-
ing the famine; hunger 
and famine today. Each of 
the sections is composed 
of articles, one to twenty 
pages in length, written 
by fifty-nine scholars cur-
rently working in Famine 
studies, both nationally 
and internationally. No 
attempt has been made to 
provide an overarching, 
unifying synthesis to the 
subject. Rather the Atlas 
exemplifies the wide di-
versity in approaches and 
perspectives by which the 
famine can be studied 
and approached.

The book is lavishly 
illustrated with a large 
color image or map 
on many of the pages. 

There are approximately 
two hundred computer 
generated maps illustrat-
ing population decline, 
social transformation 
and other key changes 
between the census years 
of 1841 and 1851. The 
large format allows the 
maps and illustrations to 
be easy to view, and they 
are all accompanied by 
long detailed captions, 
allowing them to stand 
on their own. It also 
makes the book easy to 
dip into and explore im-
ages of interest.

The longest section in 
the book, at 290 pages, 
examines population de-
cline and social transfor-
mations. There are eight 
articles addressing differ-
ent aspects of this theme, 
followed by a sub-section 
for each of the four prov-
inces, with five to eight 
articles looking at what 
was happening at the 
local level. This section 
of the Atlas in particular 
really illustrates how the 
impact of the Famine can 
be explored in a given 
locality, town, or parish. 
The book illustrates, and 
shows both the volume 
and the types of records 
that have survived and are 
scattered across Ireland 
describing this period 
in Irish history. These 
records include: estate 
archives, with letters of 
eviction, correspondence, 
lists of tenants receiving 

relief; published govern-
ment reports and articles; 
newspaper articles; post-
ers; lists of the destitute 
or of those receiving 
relief—published and 
manuscripts; question-
naires; poor law union 
records—board of guard-
ian minutes, letters to and 
from the commissioners, 
rate books, financial state-
ments, indoor relief regis-
ters, admission registers, 
and more. These records 
may be in national reposi-
tories but are more likely 
to be in local or county 
libraries. The reader does 
come to appreciate the 
sheer volume of records 
that are available, and 
through these the authors 
give a glimpse of what 
they might contain and 
how to use them to create 
a picture of the period 
in a given locality. Each 
article is supported by 
thorough end notes. A 
compiled bibliography of 
recommended published 
sources would have been 
a useful addition.

This is an important 
addition to the literature 
addressing the impact 
of the Irish Famine and 
is well worth exploring 
by anyone with ances-
tral connections to the 
period.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Atlas of the Great Irish Famine. 
Edited by John Crowley, 
 William J. Smyth, and Mike 
Murphy. Published by  
New York University Press, 
Washington Square,  
New York NY 10003.  
http://www.nyupress.org.  
2012. xvi, 710 pp. Illustrations, 
index, maps. Hardcover. $75.

http://www.nyupress.org/
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When full-scale hostili-
ties finally broke out in 
Massachusetts in 1775 
there were between five 
and ten thousand British 
soldiers already serving in 
America, Canada, and the 
West Indies. During the 
war this increased so that 
over 50,000 individuals 
served in British infantry 
regiments during the war, 
supplemented by Loyalist 
corps raised in America, 
German regiments, and 
Native American allies.

Throughout the war 
the nucleus of the British 
Army were the career sol-
diers, the British regulars, 
the redcoats. Many of 
these soldiers experienced 
the entire eight years of 
hostilities, as part of their 
careers that often lasted 
twenty years or longer, 
the norm for career 
soldiers. Many enlisted 
after the war began and 
were eligible for discharge 
at the end of the war, but 
instead chose to remain 
in the army as a career.

In spite of the thou-
sands of enlisted soldiers 
involved in the war there 
are only eleven soldiers 
for whom personal ac-
counts of their services 
have survived; there are 
numerous accounts for 
officers. Two of these ac-
counts have been recently 
published elsewhere and 
are readily available, 
including one edited by 
Mr. Hagist. The other 

nine have been gathered 
together in this volume. 
None have survived in 
manuscript form, but 
all have been published 
somewhere, and often 
part of larger works with 
obscure titles. This vol-
ume collects the parts of 
the larger works specific 
to the Revolutionary War. 
They include; memoirs 
written much later in life; 
confessional testimonials 
written just before being 
executed (along with 
transcripts of their court 
martial).

The structure of 
each chapter is the 
same with an introduc-
tion to provide context, 
which usually includes 
biographical informa-
tion explaining where 
the soldier was from and 
his occupational experi-
ence before joining the 
army and how he joined 
the army. This contextual 
information is supported 
by original research into 
muster rolls, attestation 
papers, and court martial 
reports, not all of which 
have survived. This is 
followed by the soldier’s 
narrative, and an epilogue 
explaining what hap-
pened to the writer after 
the war, at least for those 
not executed. The book 
is thoroughly footnoted, 
with much original 
contemporary materi-
als, providing valuable 
insights into what records 

may have survived for 
anyone researching their 
own British solider in this 
period.

The men whose stories 
are told in this book 
served in almost every 
campaign and theater of 
the war in America and 
Canada, yet very little is 
shared about the experi-
ence of battle. This leaves 
the reader to reflect upon 
whether what is seen as 
important and signifi-
cant now about the war 
was seen by those who 
participated as important. 
However these first-hand 
accounts are important 
for they show the con-
cerns of those who were 
part of it, such as: surviv-
al; food; safety; their ca-
reer; faith; how to escape 
when captured; living 
after deserting, the conse-
quences when recaptured, 
and much more.

“Looking at these 
nine soldiers provides a 
perspective on the Brit-
ish military that is not 
apparent when studying 
any one man because no 
individual is typical of 
the army as a whole. This 
group does not tell us 
everything, but it pro-
vides an important basis 
for further study” (p xii). 
Mr. Hagist contextualizes 
each of the writings high-
lighting the similarities 
and differences between 
these men and suggest-
ing what may or may not 

British Soldiers American War:  
Voices of the American Revolution. 
By Don Hagist. Published by 
Westholme Publishing,  
904 Edgewood Road,  
Yardley PA 19067. http://www.
westholmepublishing.com.  
2012. xvi, 356 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Hardcover. $34.95

http://www.westholmepublishing.com/
http://www.westholmepublishing.com/
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be the norm. Along the 
way he explains life in 
the British army during 
the period describing 
the enlistment process, 
training, the draft (not 

conscription), career 
mobility, pensions, and 
more. This is an excellent 
book for any researcher 
wanting to understand 
the lives of their British 

soldier ancestors during 
the American Revolution.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The book opens with 
the statement that “this 
volume is not intended 
to provide a complete 
account of Lieutenant-
General John Burgoyne’s 
ill-fated expedition of 
1777. For a detailed study, 
readers should consult 
the books listed in the 
Bibliography.” (p.5). This 
is a true statement, but 
the book then spends 
the next fifty-two pages 
describing the events 
leading up to and includ-
ing the Battle of Saratoga 
concentrating on the con-
tributions and perspective 
of the natives and Ameri-
can Loyalists. Included is 
a helpful Order of Battle 
for Burgoyne’s Army 
naming: all officers within 
the command structure 
and headquarters, along 
with their roles; the 
components of the British 
right wing, identifying 
British line regiments, na-
tive and American loyalist 
units; plus units within 
the German left wing. The 
section also includes a 
detailed chronology and a 
cast of important charac-
ters.

For the genealogist 
seeking to identify the 

role of their loyalist in 
the expedition it is the 
rest of the book that is 
so significant. Com-
posite lists of men who 
served in the following 
have been created: loyal 
Americans on the army’s 
staff, in supporting and 
unaffiliated roles; Jessup’s 
King’s Loyal Americans; 
Samuel Adam’s Indepen-
dent Ranging Company; 
Peter’s Queen’s Loyal 
Rangers; Jeptha Haw-
ley’s Bateaux Company; 
Pfister’s, Mackey’s & 
Leake’s ‘Loyal Volunteers’; 
McAlpin’s ‘American Vol-
unteers’; Hugh Munro’s 
Bateaux Company of 
McAlpin’s ‘American 
Volunteers’; Van Alstine’s 
Bateaux Company, Royal 
Highland Emigrants Ar-
tificers, Wilcox’s Pioneers 
and Carters and King’s 
Royal Yorkers NY Bag-
gage Detachment. 

The introduction to 
these lists needs to be 
read carefully to under-
stand how they were 
created from multiple 
sources, and how to trace 
men who often moved 
between one loyalist unit 
and another. Each unit’s 
listing usually provides 

in column format: rank; 
surname; given name; 
residence; and for the 
staff officers and unaffili-
ated their roles. All 1,779 
identified individuals are 
footnoted. The footnotes 
always provide a section 
giving particulars on 
their service, many with 
extensive details, identi-
fying the sources where 
each piece of information 
originated. For many, 
but not all soldiers, an 
additional section within 
the footnote provides per-
sonal information, which 
may include: years and 
places of birth and death; 
occupation; names of 
wives and children; place 
of settlement; physical 
description; relationships 
to other individuals; and 
more. For all information 
provided a code is used 
for one of 245 different 
sources, so even if your 
ancestor is not included 
the source list will give 
valuable clues to the 
types of records that have 
survived. A useful tool 
to working with the lists 
of names is a surname 
concordance. Many of the 
included names would 
be obvious to an expe-

The British Campaign of 1777. 
Volume Two, The Burgoyne 
Expedition: Burgoyne’s Natives  
and Loyalist Auxiliaries.  
By Gavin K. Watt. Published by 
Global Heritage Press,  
158 Laurier Avenue,  
Milton, Ontario L9T 4S2, Canada. 
http://www.globalheritagepress.ca.  
2013. 364pp. Illustrations, index, 
maps. Hardcover. CAN$67.95,  
also on CD-Rom CAN $19.95. 

http://www.globalheritagepress.ca/
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rienced researcher, but 
some may not be – Busby 
– Brisbin, Chanette – La 
Chena, Chellson – Shill-
ner; Fletcher – Hatchelar, 
Hench – Huyck, etc.

The final chapters 
address the Canadiens 
(primarily Quebec 
francophones) and the 
Natives. The book pro-
vides a good bibliography 
to published primary 
sources, memoirs, diaries, 
journals, correspondence 
and secondary materi-

als. The index is good, 
allowing the researcher 
to track people with the 
same name between the 
different units.

This book is a com-
panion volume to The 
British Campaign of 1777. 
Volume One, The St. Leger 
Expedition: The Forces of 
the Crown and Congress. 
2nd Edition. Published 
in 2003 and reviewed in 
the FGS Forum Summer 
Issue of 2004, volume 16, 
number 2. A third volume 

in planned, examining 
the Canadien participa-
tion in detail.

This book is a must for 
military and family histo-
rians researching anyone 
serving in the Loyalist 
units of the Burgoyne 
Expedition. It is a worthy 
addition to any Revolu-
tionary War or Loyalist 
collection.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

It is good to see this book 
back in print and in a 
new format. Originally 
released in hardcover in 
2006, it has now been re-
leased in a larger format 
(6” x 9” vs. 8.5” x 11”) 
softcover coil bound book 
meaning that it readily 
lies flat when doing your 
research. It is also avail-
able as a book on CD-
Rom, but this format was 
not reviewed.

Reading this book 
again was a delight 
reminding me, yet again, 
how valuable and practi-
cal this guidebook is for 
researchers who know 
they have, think they 
have, or wish they had 
Loyalist ancestors who 
settled in what became 
Ontario. The author 
has multiple goals for 
this book in seeking to 
address misconceptions 

about Loyalists, provide 
guidance on research 
methodology and 
sources, plus provide case 
studies.

The first chapter 
addresses clearly who 
qualified as United Em-
pire Loyalist, and how 
this differs from other 
loyalists, but also points 
out the problems of the 
definitions when applied 
to individual people. The 
following chapter de-
scribes the United Empire 
Loyalist’s Association of 
Canada examining its 
mission statement, mem-
bership, and how to make 
an application to this 
hereditary organization.

Chapter 3 describes 
briefly the records an On-
tario researcher will be 
using to get back in time 
to their Loyalist ancestor. 
It is here that the require-

ments for documentation 
and proof are empha-
sized, so that a researcher 
does not make false 
connections in the desire 
to find a Loyalist. The 
largest chapter addresses 
the question of whether 
or not your ancestor is a 
Loyalist. On this subject, 
the book addresses the 
strengths and weak-
nesses of the numerous 
lists of Loyalists; military 
sources; claims for losses; 
the very important land 
allocation; plus govern-
ment correspondence. 
The researcher finds 
detailed practical guid-
ance on each of these 
topics. The final chapter 
provides case studies of 
working with the Loyalist 
petitions. Ms. Merriman 
provides an abstract of 
the petition followed by 
comments. The examples 

United Empire Loyalists,  
A Guide to Tracing Loyalist 
Ancestors in Upper Canada.  
By Brenda Dougall Merriman. 
Published by Global Heritage 
Press, 158 Laurier Ave, Milton, 
Ontario L9T 4S2, Canada. http://
www.GlobalHeritagePress.com. 
2006. Reprinted 2009. vi, 192 pp.  
Illustrations, index, maps. 
Hardcover. CAN$44.95.  
Softcover coil bound CAN $29.95. 
Book on CD-Rom CAN $19.95.

http://www.globalheritagepress.com/
http://www.globalheritagepress.com/
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International Vital Records 
Handbook Sixth Edition.  
By Thomas Jay Kemp. 
 Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road,  
Suite 200, Baltimore MD 21211. 
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2013. xvi, 697 pp. Softcover. 
$69.95

move from the ideal 
model petition to the 
more problematic, each 
time highlighting what 
to look for, thus encour-
aging the researcher 
working with their own 
petitions to move beyond 
the superficial reading 
to a better understand-
ing of what is happening, 
and hopefully suggest-
ing additional records to 

examine. The concluding 
reading and reference 
listing highlights good 
resources to examine and 
points the reader towards 
more extensive online 
bibliographies. The larger 
format also makes the im-
ages clearer and easier to 
read, which was an issue 
for the hardcover version.

Reading this book 
again was a good re-

minder of the quality of 
this book and how well 
it is standing the test 
of time. It is a must for 
anyone seeking Loyalist 
ancestors, especially in 
Ontario.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

      

At one time or another 
all of us have probably 
needed to obtain a cer-
tificate for birth, mar-
riage, death, divorce, or 
pre-adoption for drivers 
licenses, passports, jobs, 
social security, family 
history research, or for 
simple proof of identity. 
But the requirements and 
fees needed to obtain 
these certificates vary 
tremendously depending 
on the issuing authority. 
What this reference book 
does is pull together in 
one location the informa-
tion you need.

The book is divided 
into three sections: 
United States; US Trust 
Territories and Com-
monwealths; and Inter-
national. In the first two 
sections it provides for 
every state, territory and 
commonwealth contact 
information for each 
certificate office, with: ad-
dress; phone numbers; e-

mail contact; website; fee 
structure; and informa-
tion on whether records 
are available for genea-
logical research. Copies 
of the forms required to 
apply for each certificate 
are provided and avail-
able for photocopying or 
scanning.

In the international 
section the information 
provided varies greatly. 
For some countries it 
identifies where and to 
whom to send requests 
to in the country, possi-
bly highlighting restric-
tions (e.g., you have to be 
physically in the coun-
try). The listing may also 
identify where to get ad-
ditional assistance like a 
national archives or that 
country’s embassy in the 
United States. There are a 
few countries where cop-
ies of the actual forms 
are provided (Afghani-
stan, Australia, Barbados, 
Canada, Ireland, Mi-

cronesia, New Zealand, 
Philippines, St. Lucia, 
South Africa, Trinidad 
and Tobago, and United 
Kingdom) but for the 
majority of countries 
the book just provides 
contact information.

The fifth edition of 
this book was published 
in 2009, so it is nice to 
see the update. How-
ever, as the introduction 
reminds people the fees 
and addresses should be 
confirmed before sending 
money off for certificates 
as specifics can and do 
change. This is a practi-
cal reference book for 
libraries.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.genealogical.com/
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The Descendants of  
Dr. Nathaniel Saltonstall  
of Haverhill, Massachusetts.  
By Scott C. Seward. Published by 
Newbury Street Press,  
New England Historic 
Genealogical Society,  
99-101 Newbury Street,  
Boston, MA 02116. http://www.
AmericanAncestors.org.  
2013. xvii, 386 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Hardcover. $49.95.

It is safe to say that Hist-
Gen is now, through its 
Newbury Street imprint, 
the leading publisher of 
compiled genealogies in 
the United States. This 
work by Scott Steward 
provides an update on the 
Saltonstall clan, apparently 
the first since 1897 when 
Ancestry and Descendants 
of Sir Richard Saltsont-
sall… was compiled by 
Leverett8 and Richard 
Middlecott9 Saltonstall.

The book’s earliest 
chapters provide an over-
view of the pre-migration 
family in England, includ-
ing some detail on the five 
generations immediately 
preceding Sir Richard1, the 
immigrant. Subsequent 
treatment shows the inter-
vening five generations of 
Saltonstalls. The narrative 
offers lengthier sketches of 
prominent family mem-
bers, set off in highlighted 

text boxes showing more 
detailed accountings of 
their lives. This device 
certainly makes for an 
easy determination of 
who among the family 
would seem to have been 
most noteworthy in their 
own times. Illustrations, 
especially those in a sec-
tion labeled “Saltonstall 
Cousins” provide insight 
into the family’s influence 
and affluence across the 
centuries.

At the sixth generation 
of descent in America, the 
book becomes a compiled 
genealogy with full details 
on all known descendants 
of its title individual, Dr. 
Nathaniel6 Saltonstall. 
Here we find detail on 
both Leverett7 Salton-
stall, mayor of Salem and 
United States Representa-
tive (1839–43) and his 
great-grandson Leverett10 
Saltonstall, sometime 

Governor of (1939–45) 
and United States Sena-
tor from Massachusetts 
(1945–67). Other promi-
nent members of the fami-
ly—by birth or marriage—
are also detailed and in 
some cases, pictured.

Those with an inter-
est in an accounting of a 
prominent and prosper-
ous New England family 
with a substantial history 
of public service through 
much of the twentieth 
century, and interrela-
tionships with similarly-
inclined clans, will likely 
find this a work worth 
pursuing.

David McDonald, 
D.Min., cg

DeForest, Wisconsin

The brief introduction, 
repeated in each volume, 
summarizes land records 
in Maryland, what has 
survived and what has 
already been indexed. The 
Rent Rolls and the Debt 
Books were the means by 
which the Lord Proprietor 
kept track of the rents due 
him. Each piece of land 
granted to a person was 
subject to a yearly rent 
according to the terms of 
the patent.

A Debt Book lists 

persons owning land with 
the names and the rents 
of each tract that he or 
she owned all listed in 
one place under his or her 
name. The Debt Books 
are arranged by county, 
by year, and then the 
name of the person pay-
ing the rent. These four 
volumes cover Charles 
County on the Western 
shore, with the original 
records to be found in the 
Calvert Papers located 
in the Maryland State 

Archives. Tracking land 
ownership over vari-
ous years is particularly 
important for intestate 
estates, land inherited 
by women, and land not 
specified in a will.

The abstracted in-
formation provided in 
tabular form, gives: liber 
and folio citation, with 
any pertinent date; name 
of the person paying 
the taxes; name of the 
tract of land; acreage. 
It is important to fol-

Note: Book info appears on page 28.

http://www.americanancestors.org/
http://www.americanancestors.org/
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low any given piece of 
property through all the 
volumes. For example in 
15:1762:49 we find Mat-
thew Stone paying the 
debt on part of “Pointon 
Manor” (75 acres) and the 
“Hob” (6 acres), while in 
1763 we have Sarah Stone 
paying the debts on the 
same property, provid-
ing a clue to a change in 
circumstances, probably 
the death of Matthew 
Stone, the husband of 

Sarah. This is certainly an 
indicator of something 
that needs to be explained 
in the research.

Care is needed with the 
index; as it appears as if 
every occurrence of some 
property names are not 
recorded, though most 
appear to be.

For those with mid-
eighteenth century ances-
tors in Charles County 
these volumes are well 
worth exploring, along 

with other published land 
indexes and abstracts.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Abstracts of the Debt Books of 
the Provincial Land Office of 
Maryland: Charles County. Vol. 
1: 1750, 1753–1757 iv, 329 pp. 
Vol. II: 1758–1763 iv, 339 pp. 
Vol. III: 1764–1769 iv, 371 pp. 
Vol. IV: 1770–1774 iv, 329 pp. 
By V.L. Skinner Jr. Published 
for Clearfield Company by 
Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 3600 Clipper Mill Road, 
Suite 200, Baltimore MD 21211. 
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2013. Index. Softcover. $35 each.

Each city in the United 
States has a rich history 
and story, and each com-
munity has been im-
pacted by the culture and 
experiences of those who 
came before. Ms. Bear 
opens our eyes to the 
culture and immigrant 
heritage of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Designed for 
eleventh-grade students, 
but applicable to all ages 
and educational levels, 
Indianapolis: a City of Im-
migrants and the accom-
panying teacher’s guide 
were developed by the 
Indiana Historical Society 
to support educational 
US History and Immigra-
tion studies. The purpose 
of the book is to engage 
students and assist them 
in learning about the 
economic, political, and 
social issues that impact 
Indianapolis’s immigra-
tion today. Beautifully 

and simply written, this 
book can benefit anyone 
wanting to learn the his-
tory of the city or to bet-
ter understand how it has 
evolved and is influenced 
by different cultures.

Each chapter focuses 
on a different ethnicity 
or group of immigrants. 
Readers learn what 
brought them to the city 
and how they became 
involved and assimilated 
into the community over 
time. Chapters include 
examples of the struggles 
and successes of specific 
individuals and families. 
Some stories evolve into 
explanations of present 
day businesses or build-
ings that can still be seen 
today; which is an effec-
tive way of helping read-
ers recognize the impact 
of history on the world as 
they know it. Ms. Bear’s 
focusses positively on the 

immigrants’ tenacity and 
contributions to their 
city, though they faced 
unpleasant realities such 
as financial hardship and 
persecution.

Baer’s research of the 
city and its population is 
impressive. Her collec-
tion of resources such as 
censuses, statistics, busi-
ness records, and second-
ary materials provides a 
strong foundation and 
allows readers to see how 
historical and social re-
search is conducted. Bear 
does not focus on India-
napolis alone, however. 
She also includes national 
history and trends that 
apply to any United States 
region, including national 
movements and factors 
that pushed and pulled 
immigrants to America. 
Readers learn about his-
torical research by study-
ing the beautiful images 

Indianapolis: a City of Immigrants. 
By M. Teresa Baer.  
Teacher’s Guide by Elaine Rosa.  
Published by the Indiana 
Historical Society,  
450 West Ohio Street,  
Indianapolis IN 46202. 
http://www.indianahistory.org. 
2012. 65 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $11.99.

http://www.genealogical.com/
http://www.indianahistory.org/
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of historical documents 
and photographs.

When first flipping 
through the book, readers 
will be struck by the rich 
colors, beautiful images, 
and detailed illustrations. 
The graphic elements, 
as diverse as the ethnic 
groups they represent, 
as well as the length of 
chapters (five pages aver-
age) is well thought-out, 
obviously designed to 
keep any reader, young 
or mature, interested in 
the material. The com-
bination of ancestral 
photos beside contempo-
rary photos of posterity 
strengthened the book.

Indianapolis: a City of 
Immigrants appropriately 

ends with a discussion 
of current immigra-
tion, and Baer’s case for 
its beneficial aspects is 
persuasive. Immigrants, 
with their diverse tradi-
tions and cultures they 
bring to the United States, 
is the American story in 
essence, she argues, and 
it is up to those of us who 
enjoy the blessings of 
that story, to share it by 
including and assisting 
today’s immigrants.

The 43-page Teacher’s 
Guide, by Elaine Rosa, 
now available as a free 
downloadable PDF, is a 
must-have companion to 
the book. Teachers will 
find a wealth of resources, 
instructional plans, lesson 

suggestions, enrichment 
activities, and student 
study guide questions to 
help students assimilate 
and analyze the content 
of the book. It also in-
cludes ties to Indiana and 
national academic stan-
dards. For anyone looking 
for ideas to incorporate 
the book into educational 
teachings, you will want 
to snatch a copy of the 
Teacher’s Guide. Together, 
the book and study guide 
provide a simple yet 
excellent resource for all 
educational leaders and 
teachers.

Hannah Z. Allen
Portland, Oregon

Late nineteenth century 
Kansas City, Missouri, 
was an active regional 
education center for 
medicine, dentistry, and 
pharmacy. The major-
ity of the students came 
from the surrounding 
states, but most other 
parts of the United States 
and Canada were repre-
sented. During this pe-
riod, there was a wide ar-
ray of medical and dental 
colleges in the City, some 
continuing for decades 
while others only lasted 
a few years. This situa-
tion was further com-
plicated by institutional 
name changes, mergers 

and removals across the 
Missouri-Kansas state 
line.

Allopathic, homeo-
pathic, eclectic, and 
osteopathic approaches 
were practiced and 
taught in these early 
schools, but allopathic 
medical education 
dominated by the end 
of the period. The book 
identifies twenty-five in-
stitutions, and provides 
a short history for each. 
The early schools held 
annual commencements 
exercises honoring their 
new graduates, usually 
in March-May. News-
papers often reported 

on these events, but the 
details varied widely. 
Some reported only date 
and place, other includes 
the names of graduates 
who had been awarded 
prizes, others listed the 
names of all graduates, 
while the best listed the 
graduates, where they 
were from, and identi-
fied who received prizes. 
Unfortunately not every 
graduation ceremony 
was reported in the 
newspaper.

This book compiled 
from the listings in the 
newspapers, focuses on 
the years 1871 to 1905, 
and is arranged by the 

Graduates of Colleges of Medicine, 
Dentistry & Pharmacy – Kansas 
City, Missouri 1871–1905.  
By James A. Tharp. Published by 
The Orderly Packrat, Kansas City, 
MO. Only available from  
http://www.amazon.com.  
2013. 229 pp. Index.  
Softcover. $20.

http://www.amazon.com/
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Introducing the Society Management Tool 
to Move your Organization Forward!  

$195
Annual Service Fee

*Up to 99 members.  100 to 299 members is $295.
Above 300 members is $35 per additional 300.

*

Now even those of you who don’t 
speak a word of computerese can 
create & maintain a professional 
looking, fully functional website.

With EasyNetSites, you can:    
     Quickly & easily create web
     pages, insert photos & links

     Operate online databases:
     - Cemetery Lists & Records
     - Death Notices & Obituaries
     - Library & Archive Records
     - Links, Facts & Documents
    

   Manage Membership & Groups
   - Track Dues &Renewal
   - Filter, Sort and Report
   - Surname Research Listings

   Send “Blast” Emails
   - Event Reminders
   - Newsletter Distributions
   - Renewal Reminders
   - General Notices & more!

   Maintain a List of Events
   Moderate Interactive Forums
   Sell items in an online Store

EasyNetSites

For more information or a free, no obligation demonstration  
email AskUs@EasyNetSites.com or call us at 813.269.4455 

Be your own Webmaster. Manage your Organization.

Specializing in Genealogical,
Historical and Family Societies

name of the school. 
There are 3,400 gradu-
ates identified from 
these reports. There is 
a comprehensive name 
index with faculty being 
in bold. A typical entry 
reads “Milner, John Orr: 
Medical Department of 
the University of Kansas 
City, 1889.” You then 
have to turn to the table 
of contents to locate the 
pages where the gradu-
ates of this school are 
listed. Unfortunately 
in this case there is no 
additional informa-
tion provided, unlike 
the year before where 
city and state of origin, 

plus prizes awarded are 
identified.

This is a valuable 
resource for anyone 
researching an ances-
tor within the medical 
practice and seeking to 
confirm where educated.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://http://www.easynetsites.com
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Take your genealogy to new frontiers on the
Federation of Genealogical Societies

 2015 Alaskan Cruise
August 28—September 4, 2015

7 nights aboard 
Royal Caribbean’s luxurious 

Jewel of the Seas
Round trip sailing from 

Seattle, Washington

Cruise the beautiful 
  Alaska Inside Passage 
     and Tracy Arm Fjord 
       (Sawyer Glacier)

20+ conference sessions during sea days
 Social events, private dinner seating, 
 historic land excursions

Ports of Call:
  Seattle, Washington
      Juneau, Alaska
       Skagway, Alaska
        Victoria, British Columbia

The best cabins go first. Reserve your cabin now!
Conference registration opens April 1, 2015
Visit www.fgsconference.org/cruise for more information

Featuring:
Elizabeth Shown Mills 
CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS, FUGA

D. Joshua Taylor
MA, MLS

David Rencher
AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA

Judy G. Russell
JD, CG, CGL
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Technology
Discounts for your society and your members from Dell.

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to society bylaws, newsletter, 
and website reviews.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 

articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRICE

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
Half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
Eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Issue 1 January 1 January 15 April 15
Issue 2 April 1 April 15 July 15
Issue 3 July 1 July 15 October 15
Issue 4 October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie Carbonetti.
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Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieS

Volume 23 Number 4

Winter 2011

The Total Recall Research  Log

Evernote

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieSVolume 24 Number 1

Spring 2012

In this Issue…

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES
Volume 24 Number 2

Summer 2012

Children and Young People 

in Genealogy Today

Britain, the USA, and Beyond

http://www.fgs.org/pdf/forum09summer.pdf
mailto:s2carbonetti%40sbcglobal.net?subject=FORUM%20Advertising
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