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Springtime has a tendency to usher 
in the new, and FGS FORUM is no 
different. As an electronic publica-
tion, it made sense to take it to the 
next level, and in the technology 
world, often times the next level 
involves social media. And so it was 
that FGS FORUM quietly entered 
the world of Facebook on 28 April 
2013. Although not much has been 
posted on the site yet, it already has 
26 likes at the time of this writing. 
Eventually, I hope to add additional 
content, such as information that will 
be appearing in coming issues; but 
in the meantime, don’t be shy about 

posting your thoughts on FORUM. 
Your feedback is always welcome and 
encouraged. And don’t be shy about 
sending your articles to Matt and 
myself. After all, this is your publi-
cation, and leaders of genealogical 
societies, small and large, are waiting 
to read your thoughts and ideas on 
ways to help them grow.

Of course springtime also means 
that a new FGS conference is just 
around the corner. If you are plan-
ning to come to Fort Wayne this 
summer, you won’t want to miss 
Harold Henderson’s overview of 
what awaits attendees. But the real 

star of the show 
just might be 
the War of 1812 
quilt that will be 
awarded to one 
lucky recipient at 
the conference. 
Learn more about 
the making of the 
quilt and how you might be the one 
to take it home.

 Although summer will soon 
be arriving, perhaps by next issue 
FORUM will be testing out another 
new avenue of communication—
Twitter. Enjoy!

From the Editor

Sue Zacharias



Back to TOC

CO-EDITORS: 
Matthew Wright
Sue Zacharias

DEPARTMENTAL EDITORS
BOOK REVIEWS: Paul Milner, Park Ridge, 

Illinois
FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS: Christine Rose, cg, 

cgl, fasg, San Jose, California
ROOTSMIThINg WITh TEChNOLOgY: Drew 

Smith, mls, Odessa, Florida
RECORDS PRESERVATION & ACCESS: Linda C. Mc-

Cleary, Sun City, Arizona
MEMBER SOCIETY NEWS: Lisa Alzo, Ithaca, 

New York
gENEALOgY BLOggINg: Amy Coffin, Houston, 

Texas
gADgET guY: Randy Whited, Pflugerville, 

Texas

FORUM reserves copyright to authors 
of signed articles. Permission to reprint a 
signed article should be obtained directly 
from the author and FORUM should be 
acknowledged in the reprint. Unsigned ma-
terial may be reprinted without permission 
provided FORUM is given credit.

CONTACT FORuM
All content-related correspondence should 
be sent to editor@fgs.org. The Federa-
tion of Genealogical Societies assumes no 
responsibility for the quality of products 
or performance of services advertised in 
FORUM. Advertising inquiries should be 
sent to Stephanie Carbonetti, advertising 
manager, at s2carbonetti@sbcglobal.net.

SuBSCRIBE TO FORuM
FORUM subscriptions are $15 for one 
year, $25 for two years, and $30 for three 
years. Subscribe online at www.fgs.org or 
send a check to the FGS Business Office, 
FORUM Mailing List, P.O. Box 200940, 
Austin, TX 78720-0940. Two copies of 
each issue are made available to member 
societies, one to its Delegate and one to its 
President. $8 of the annual dues is allotted 
for this.

FORUM (ISSN 1531-720X) is published 
quarterly by the Federation of Genealogi-
cal Societies; P.O. Box 200940, Austin, TX 
78720-0940.

FGS Purpose
Founded in 1976, the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies (FGS) is a 
nonprofit organization comprised of 
more than 500 genealogical/histori-
cal societies and libraries, ultimately 
representing more than one million 
individual genealogists. The Federa-
tion actively represents and protects 
societies, coordinates and facilitates 
their activities, and monitors events 
that are critical to the future of 
genealogy. The Federation aims to 
serve the needs of member societ-
ies, provide products and services 
to improve organizational manage-
ment, and marshal the resources 
and national efforts of historical and 
genealogical organizations.

FGS Membership
Organizations or societies wish-
ing information on membership 
or activities of FGS should direct 
inquiries to FGS Business Of-
fice, P.O. Box 200940, Austin, TX 
78720-0940. Phone: (512) 336-
2731; fax: (512) 336-2732. E-mail: 
office@fgs.org. Visit our website 
at www.fgs.org. Membership is on 
a calendar basis from January to 
December. 

Officers
President: D. Joshua Taylor, mls, Ven-

ice, California
Vice-President: Admin: Cherie Bush, 

Salt Lake City, Utah
Vice-President: Development: Curt B. 

Witcher, mls, fuga, Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana

Vice-President: Membership: George G. 
Morgan, Odessa, Florida

Secretary: David E. Rencher, ag, cg, 
figrs, fuga, Riverton, Utah

Treasurer: Patricia W. Rand, The Vil-
lages, Florida

Past President: Pat Oxley, Round Rock, 
Texas

Directors
Lisa A. Alzo, Ithaca, New York; (2015)
Bruce Buzbee, Mapleton, Utah; 

(2013)
Janice A. Fritsch, PLCGS, Sandwich, 

Illinois; (2015)
Polly FitzGerald Kimmitt, cg, 

Shrewsbury, Massachusetts; (2014)
Thomas MacEntee, Chicago, Illinois; 

(2013)
Kris W. Rzepczynski, Lansing, Michi-

gan; (2015)
Melissa Shimkus; Fort Wayne, Indi-

ana;(2015)
Drew Smith, Odessa, Florida; (2013)
Paula Stuart-Warren, cg, fuga, Ros-

eville, Minnesota; (2013)
Loretto “Lou” Szucs, Lockport, Il-

linois; (2014)
Angela Walton-Raji, Cantonville, 

Maryland; (2014)
Randy Whited, Pflugerville, Texas; 

(2014)

Appointments
EDITOR, FgS VOICE AND FgS BLOg: Polly 

Kimmitt, Shrewsbury, Massachu-
setts

LEgAL ADVISOR: Frederick E. Moss, llm, 
jd, Plano, Texas

National Conference & 
Chairs
2013 (August 21-August 24) Fort 

Wayne, Indiana; Paula Stuart-
Warren and Dawne Slater Putt.

FGS FORUM 

FORUM 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, FUGA,

Western Springs, Illinois
PRODUCTION MANAGER
Gary Mokotoff, Bergenfield, New

Jersey
DEPARTMENTAL EDITORS
BOOK REVIEWS: Paul Milner, Park

Ridge, Illinois
CALENDAR: Ann L. Wells, Crystal

Lake, Illinois
FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS: Christine

Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, San Jose,
California

GENEALOGY 2.0: Randy Seaver, Chula
Vista, California

NOTES FROM THE FIELD: Curt B. 
Witcher, MLS, FUGA, Ft. Wayne,
Indiana

RECORDS PRESERVATION & ACCESS:
Linda Caldwell McCleary, Sun City,
Arizona
FORUM reserves copyright to

authors of signed articles. Permission to
reprint a signed article should be
obtained directly from the author and
FORUM should be acknowledged in
the reprint. Unsigned material may be
reprinted without permission provided
FORUM is given credit.
CONTACT FORUM

All correspondence and advertising
should be sent to the FORUM Editorial
Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs
IL 60558-0271. E-mail address:
editor@fgs.org. The Federation of
Genealogical Societies assumes no 
responsibility for the quality of products
or performance of services advertised in
FORUM.
SUBSCRIBE TO ONLINE FORUM

Online FORUM subscriptions are 
$18. Subscribers who belong to an
FGS-member organization (see back
pages) pay $15 when they include the
name[s] of FGS-member societies to
which they belong. Subscribe online at
www.fgs.org  or send a check to the
FGS Business Office, FORUM Mailing 
List, P.O. Box 200940, Austin, TX 
78720-0940. Two copies of each issue
are made available to member societies,
one to its Delegate and one to its 
President. $8 of the annual dues is 
allotted for this.

FORUM (ISSN 1531-720X) is 
published quarterly by the Federation of
Genealogical Societies; P.O. Box
200940, Austin, TX 78720-0940.

Federation of 
Genealogical

Societies

http://www.fgs.org

FGS PURPOSE
Founded in 1976, the Federation of

Genealogical Societies [FGS] is a non-
profit organization comprised of more
than 500 genealogical/historical socie-
ties and libraries, ultimately represent-
ing over one million individual gene-
alogists. The Federation actively repre-
sents and protects societies, coordinates
and facilitates their activities, and moni-
tors events that are critical to the future
of genealogy. The Federation aims to
serve the needs of member societies,
provide products and services to improve
organizational management, and marshal
the resources and national efforts of his-
torical and genealogical organizations.

FGS MEMBERSHIP
Organizations or societies wishing

information on membership or activities
of FGS should direct inquiries to FGS
Business Office, P.O. Box 200940,
Austin, TX 78720-0940. Phone: (512)
336-2731; fax: (512) 336-2732. E-mail:
office@fgs.org. Visit our website at 
www.fgs.org. Membership is on a cal-
endar basis from January to December.
Member societies receive a membership
benefits package that includes two sub-
scriptions to FORUM and discounts on
products and services offered by gene-
alogy vendors.

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Pat Oxley, Round Rock,

Texas
VICE-PRESIDENT—ADMINISTRATION:

Roberta “Bobbi” King, Lakewood,
Colorado

VICE-PRESIDENT—DEVELOPMENT: Curt
B. Witcher MLS, FUGA, Ft. Wayne,
Indiana

VICE-PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP:
George G. Morgan, Odessa, Florida

TREASURER: Cath Madden Trindle, CG,
Redwood City, California

SECRETARY: David E. Rencher, AG,
CG, FIGRS, FUGA, Riverton, Utah 

PAST PRESIDENT: Wendy Bebout
Elliott, PhD, FUGA, Placentia, 
California

DIRECTORS
Jana Sloan Broglin CG, Swanton, Ohio;

term expires 2012
Bruce Buzbee, Mapleton, Utah; term,

expires 2010
Gordon L. Erickson, Alexandria, Vir-

ginia; term expires 2012
Janice A. Fritsch, PLCGS, Sandwich,

Illinois; term expires 2012
Michael J. Hall, Orem, Utah, term 

expires 2012
Kim S. Harrison, Pleasant Grove, Utah;

term expires 2010
Cherel Bolin Henderson, Knoxville,

Tennessee; term expires 2010
Susan Kaufman, MLIS, Katy, Texas;

term expires 2011
Timothy Pinnick, North Aurora,

Illinois; term expires 2012
Drew Smith, Odessa, Florida; term

expires 2010
Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, Eden Prairie,

Minnesota, term expires 2010 
Loretto “Lou” Szucs, Lockport, Illinois;

term expires 2011
D. Joshua Taylor, Boston, Massachu-

setts; term expires 2011.
APPOINTMENTS
EDITOR, FGS VOICE AND FGS BLOG

Drew Smith, Odessa, Florida
FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS: Christine Rose,

CG, CGL, FASG, San Jose, Cali-
fornia

LEGAL ADVISOR: Frederick E. Moss,
LLM, JD, Plano, Texas 

NATIONAL CONFERENCES & CHAIRS:
2010 (August 18–21) Knoxville, Ten-

nessee; Cherel Henderson
2011 (September 7–10) Springfield,

Illinois
2012 (August 28–September 11) Bir-

mingham, Alabama

ON THE COVER 
After 25 years of 
service to FGS
FORUM, Sandra
Hargreaves Lueb-
king is retiring 
from the post of
editor-in-chief. In
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2 Fall 2010, Volume 22 Number 3
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The War of 1812 Pension and Bounty Land 
Files in the National Archives are being digitized 
and placed online for FREE! A Bicentennial 
project led by the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies in conjunction with Fold3, Ancestry.
com and the National Archives. Help make this 
$3.7M dollar project a reality by the end of the 
War of 1812 Bicentennial in 2015!

To take an image of each pension page costs 
approximately .45 cents.  Every dollar you 
contribute preserves two images of these 
precious documents for future generations. In 
addition, Ancestry.com has generously offered 
to match all contributions, so now each dollar 
contributed will digitize four pages. With 7.2 
million images, there is much to do and you can 
help us make a difference!

IF YOU…
•	 Love history and its precious records
•	 Have an ancestor who served in the War
•	 Support historical records being made 

available for FREE
•	 Believe in preserving the history of the 

United States of America
•	 Are a friend of the National Archives of the 

United States
•	 Support public or private partnerships in 

government to reduce taxes
•	 Want your children and grand-children to 

have a meaningful historical experience

THEN JOIN US in this effort to Preserve the 
Pensions of the 180,000 soldiers who served in 
the War of 1812!

To learn more or to contribute go to: www.fgs.org
To view the FREE images already online, go to:

http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions/

PrESErvE THE PENSIONS
war OF 1812

http://www.fgs.org
http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions
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State of our Societies
D. Joshua TaylorBy D. Joshua Taylor, FGS President

Each year thousands of genealogists receive untold 
benefits from their involvement in genealogical societ-
ies. These societies offer unmatched education, research 
assistance, and a variety of other attributes to the world-
wide family history community. While we have seen 
family history grow in popularity through television 
and mainstream recognition, we constantly hear from 
genealogical societies that their membership numbers 
are dwindling and existing members are becoming less 
involved. This apparent gap is concerning, to say the 
least, and represents a formidable challenge for societies 
moving forward.

While the gap will not be bridged in a few days, 
weeks, or even months, there are some positive exam-
ples to show that it can be done. FGS member societies, 
such as the Utah Genealogical Association, have greatly 
increased membership numbers in recent years; while 
others, such as the Southern California Genealogical 
Society, have created events that have become national 
landmarks for family history education. Yet, crucial 

steps still need to be taken to overcome the many chal-
lenges faced by the current “state of societies” in the 
United States and abroad.

As part of its commitment to the growth of genea-
logical societies, the Federation of Genealogical Societ-
ies recently completed a survey of its members. Con-
ducted by the Membership Committee, the purpose of 
the survey was to measure activities within its member 
societies to create benchmarks to monitor changes over 
a period of time.

Membership
The survey revealed that the average number of mem-
bers in a genealogical society was 345 individuals. Excit-
ingly, nearly 34 percent of our member societies had 
seen an increase in their membership over the past three 
years. In fact, these societies gained an average of 40 new 
members during their most recent membership year. On 
the other side, just over 20 percent of our members had 
seen a decrease in their membership, while 35 percent of 

While the gap will not be 
bridged in a few days, 

weeks, or even months, 
there are some  

positive examples to show  
that it can be done. 
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societies reported their membership had remained the 
same during the past three years. To me, this shows that 
a larger portion of our societies are growing rather than 
decreasing in membership, while a number of societies 
still remain a bit stagnant in membership growth.

The longevity of society membership is also clear. 
Those societies who responded had an average renewal 
rate of 81 percent (far above most commercial family his-
tory companies). The bottom line is that we must con-
tinue to look for ways to bolster membership growth, by 
learning what other societies have done and continuing to 
provide benefits that ensure high renewal rates.

Projects and activities
In looking at the projects and activities offered by our 
member societies, nearly 80 percent did not currently 
engage in a first families or early pioneers program. Of 
the 20 percent who currently offer such programs, those 
societies had an average of 27 applications in the past five 
years and 58 percent reported that the interest in their 
programs had remained the same during those five years.

In addition, nearly 50 percent of our societies found 
success in partnership with a public library or local 
repository to store their collection, while 23 percent 
owned or rented their own library space. A little more 
than 26 percent did not currently have a library.

What can we learn from these numbers and the 
future of first family programs and library collections? 
For one, it appears that first family programs, though 
not as widespread as one might think, have contin-
ued to keep the interest of a society’s members, even 
with the growth of other online resources. Regarding 
libraries, nearly 75 percent of our societies continue 
to maintain a library collection, though most partner 
with another repository to do so. As a genealogical 
community, we need to work together to find ways to 

promote library collections and ensure that we maxi-
mize any relationships maintained with libraries.

Board meetings
Since board meetings are an important part of any grow-
ing society, our survey asked about the frequency of such 
meetings. A large number of our societies (66 percent) 
meet on a monthly basis, while a majority, (79.5 percent) 
meet in person. Less than 4 percent met electronically all 
the time, while 16.5 percent sometimes met electronically. 
Our societies seem to be slower at adapting to electronic 
board meetings, though perhaps this is an area where we 
can grow and learn during the year.

Publications
Often a hot topic, we have seen a trend in societies offer-
ing their publications in electronic format. For example, 
88 percent of our members publish a newsletter. Of 
those, 65 percent distribute their newsletter via electron-
ic and postal mail, while 20 percent only deliver their 
newsletter electronically. Fourteen percent still provide 
only a paper option for newsletter delivery.

Comparing these numbers with membership growth 
provides some interesting results, of those societies who 
reported membership increases, 64 percent offered their 
newsletters entirely through electronic means, while the 
others (all but one) offered a combination of both postal 
and electronic delivery. What do these numbers tell us? 
In this case, paperless delivery of newsletters appears to 
have a direct correlation with membership growth.

Looking forward
Establishing these benchmarks is only the first step in 
evaluating “the state” of our societies on a frequent basis. 
While the numbers offered some interesting details, I 
hope they assist your society in planning activities and 
determining where you “fit” within your peers. The 
truth is, we can all learn from one another. How? There 
are so many ways, but a few are: attending society events 
at conferences; participating in FGS website discussion 
boards; and sharing news and events through social 
media and in FGS publications, including FORUM and 
the FGS Voice.

Now that we know where we stand, it is time we 
move forward to see what we can accomplish.

Josh

We must continue to look for 
ways to bolster membership 
growth, by learning what other 
societies have done and  
continuing to provide benefits 
that ensure high renewal rates.
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War of 1812 
Preserve the Pensions Quilt

For centuries, 
women and men 
have turned 
scraps of fabric 
into quilts, and 
now you will 
have a chance 
to win the War 
of 1812 Preserve 
the Pensions 
Quilt at the FGS 
2013 conference 
in Fort Wayne 
this august.
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This one-of-a-kind, commemorative Carpenter’s 
Star quilt was created by over a dozen Genea-Quilters 
to support the fundraising efforts for the Preserve the 
Pensions project for the soldiers of the War of 1812. The 
Genea-Quilters, founded by Pat Richley-Erickson, Tami 
Osmer-Glatz, and Gena Philibert-Ortega, produced the 
quilt using patterns of the time period of 1812–1900, 
when most of the War of 1812 pensioners’ wives and 
mothers would have been making quilts.

According to Barbara Brackman, quilt historian, 
“Patterns that were popular at the time [1812] were 
simple stars and basic nine-patch and four-patch varia-
tions.” Although the War of 1812 impacted imports of 
cotton, Brackman noted that “well-to-do women at the 
time had their stashes of imported French, English, and 
Indian chintzes and calicoes in a variety of colors. They 
loved to mix large-scale and small-scale prints.”

The fabric used to make the War of 1812 quilt came 
from a combination of fabrics in the Fat Quarter Carolina 
Quilt Fabric Medley Collection, including designs featur-
ing flower vines, paisley, stripes, tossed leafs, and flower 
buds. The Berries Carolina fabric from the collection was 
used in the sashing. Sashing is a quilting technique that 
separates quilt blocks. Since each block or square can be 
different in design, color, and fabric choices, the sashing 
helps give the finished quilt a unified look, while still al-
lowing the diverse blocks to be showcased. Participation 
in the project was simple. Interested quilters were asked 
to supply an 8-inch square created from the quilter’s 
pattern of choice, including a photo of the quilter hold-
ing the square and a story about an ancestor who lived 
in America during the time period of 1812–1900. The 
ancestor did not have to receive an 1812 pension since all 
residents of the United States, regardless of citizenship, 
benefited from the war’s outcome.

One quilter who participated in the project was 
Marge Martin, who joined the Genea-Quilters group 
on Facebook due to her interest in quilting and geneal-
ogy. Martin was bitten by the genealogy bug in 1995 
when she inherited her father’s genealogy research 
files. She is also interested in the history of quilts and 
their makers. Marge decided to contribute to the War 

of 1812 Preserve the Pensions Quilt because not only 
did she love to quilt, but she also wanted to honor two 
of her ancestors, Aaron Read and Elijah Smith, that 
fought in the War of 1812.

Read, Martin’s fourth great-grandfather, served as 
a captain with the 72nd Regiment (Hicks) New York 
Militia, fighting in the Battle of Sacket’s Harbor. Aaron 
Read was born 15 May 1780 in Cheshire, Berkshire 
County, Massachusetts, to Daniel Read (1754–1838) 
and Susannah Richardson (1755–1839). Before serving 
in the War of 1812, Read was a teacher in Deerfield, 
Oneida County, New York, later marrying Cynthia 
Bowen in North Gage, Oneida County, New York. He 
passed away 20 November 1840 in Deerfield and was 
buried in Deerfield’s North Gage Cemetery. Hanging 
in the North Gage Presbyterian Church, located next 
to the cemetery, is a banner honoring Aaron Read as a 
veteran of the War of 1812.

According to Barbara Brackman, 
quilt historian, “Patterns that were 
popular at the time [1812] were 
simple stars and basic nine-patch 
and four-patch variations.” 

http://genea-quilters.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GeneaQuilters/
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Elijah Smith, Marge Martin’s third great-grandfather, 
served in the War of 1812 with Captain Bishop’s Com-
pany. Smith was born 20 April 1760 in Niantic, East 
Lyme, New London County, Connecticut, and was mar-
ried to Lydia Rogers (1761–1840). Smith passed away 
on 20 April 1835 in Riverbank, New London County, 
Connecticut and buried in the Old Stone Church Burial 
Grounds located in East Lyme.

How to win the quilt
For every dollar donated to Preserve the Pensions, an 
entry will be made into the drawing. The winner will be 

announced on Friday, 23 
August 2013 at 

7:30 p.m. 
during 

the 

special event “Journey Through the Generations with 
Our Veterans,” to be held at The Genealogy Center 
of the Allen County Public Library and sponsored by 
FamilySearch.

Donations can be made by visiting http://www.pre-
servethepensions.org. Click the Donate button and make 
your donation. Be sure to check the box “Please enter this 
donation into the War of 1812 Quilt Drawing.”

About the project
The FGS 1812 Preserve the Pensions digitization project 
is a joint effort of FGS, the National Archives, and 
Fold3.com. FGS is raising $3.7 million to make these 
images available online for free. The documents in 
this collection include full pension application files for 
soldiers and sailors who served in the War of 1812, as 
well as for their widows and children or other heirs. The 
first applications were filed by servicemen who were dis-
abled as a result of their service, or by widows who lost 

a husband in the war.
For updates on the project’s status, visit the 

Preserve the Pensions blog.

http://www.preservethepensions.org/
http://www.preservethepensions.org/
http://www.fgs.org/cstm_PreserveThePensions.php?md=ptp
http://www.preservethepensions.org/blog/


At the heart of every conference are 
the presentations, where genealo-
gists can get concentrated doses of 

all kinds of expertise. However, at the 2013 
FGS Conference in Fort Wayne, there is a 
bonus: attendees can take a short walk from 
the lecture hall to one of the premier geneal-
ogy research libraries in the country, with 
extended hours only during the week of the 
conference, and where we can test out and 
practice what we just learned.

Here is a sampling of the four days, 164 
presentations, ten luncheons, and evening 
events. This is just an appetizer. Consult 
the full menu, ‘er, program, for all the tasty 
offerings. Presentations and workshops are 
open to all conference registrants, but check 
the full program for extra costs for work-
shops, luncheons, and some evening events.

During the first day of the FGS 
conference, 21 August, many 
presentations will focus on the 
challenges and triumphs of lo-
cal, regional, and state geneal-
ogy societies. If you are puzzled 
on how to make your society 

work, be sure to attend these sessions and exchange 
ideas with others in the same boat. These talks will also 
spark ideas applicable to personal projects, personal and 
business websites, and other organizations.

Plenary speaker, Cyndi Ingle Howells, of Cyndi’s 
List will kick off Focus on Societies Day by discussing 
society websites, after which twenty-nine sessions will 
be offered in five time slots (9:30 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 
3:30 p.m., and 5 p.m.), so choose wisely! Sessions will 
include:
•	 “Social Media for Our Societies,” Tina Lyons
•	 “Creating Master Databases from Local Genealogical 

Resources,” Dana A. Palmer, cg
•	 “Your Society Wants You! Effective Recruiting Strate-

gies for Genealogical Societies,” Curt Witcher, mls, 
fuga, igsf
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•	 “Starting and Maintaining a Pioneer Descendants 
Program,” C. Ann Staley, cg, cgl

•	 “Desperately Seeking Submissions: Content Develop-
ment for Society Publications,” Rachel Popma

Other Wednesday highlights include: D. Joshua Taylor, 
ma, mls, leading a two-hour workshop on strategic plan-
ning for societies; J. Mark Lowe, cg, fuga, speaking at the 
FGS Focus on Societies luncheon; and an evening social 
at the ten-year-old Foellinger-Freimann Botanical Con-
servatory, featuring convivial genealogists, 502 species of 
plants, and even more kinds of music, sponsored by FGS 
and findmypast.com. The Allen County Public Library 
will have extended hours, from 9 a.m. to midnight.

The second day of the conference, 
22 August, opens with historian, 
Richard Aquila, who takes a sec-
ond look at the beginnings of rock 
& roll sixty years ago, based on his 
forthcoming book, American Beat: 
The Story of Rock & Roll’s Birth. 

Contrary to conventional wisdom, he contends that early 
rock & roll reflected 1950s’ conformity and consensus 
behavior at least as much as it did conflict or rebellion.

Thirty-three sessions follow, featuring eight tracks: 
Records; Methodologies; Ethnic Origins; European; 
Transportation; Genetics; Midwestern and Neighboring 
States; and the National Archives/Federal.

Specific sessions include:
•	 “They Went Down with the Ship–Do Their Records 

Survive?,” Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, cg
•	 “Smiths and Joneses: Success with Families of Com-

mon Name,” Elizabeth Shown Mills, cg, cgl, fasg, 
fngs, fuga

•	 “Beginning Swiss Research,” Michael Lacopo, dvm
•	 “Will the Real Sven Larsson Please Stand Up?,” Dr. 

Daniel Hubbard
•	 “Low bridge, Ev’rybody Down: Navigating the Erie 

Canal Records,” Karen Mauer Green, cg
•	 “Going Nuclear: DNA Discoveries to Trace All Lines 

of Descent,” Debbie Parker Wayne, cg
•	 “Buckeye Beginnings: An Introduction to Ohio Re-

search,” Amy Johnson Crow, mlis, cg
•	 “Records of Forts and Posts,” Craig Roberts Scott, 

ma, cg

Additional highlights include: F. Warren Bittner, 
cg, leading a three-hour workshop on learning to 
read German Gothic handwriting; FamilySearch, 
the Indiana Historical Society, and the International 
Society for British Genealogy and Family History 
will be sponsoring luncheons with speakers; and 
the Exhibit Hall and Society Showcase will be open 
extended hours until 7:30 p.m. And once again the 
Allen County Public Library will have extended hours 
from 7 a.m. to midnight.

The third day of the confer-
ence, 23 August, will feature 
fifty presentations, covering 
eight tracks on: Records; Meth-
odologies; Technology; Ger-
man; Migration/Immigration; 
African American; Midwestern 

Repositories; and Online Resources.

Thursday

Friday

A “Welcome to the Delegates 
Reception” will be held pre-

conference on Tuesday 20 
August. This social gathering 
will allow delegates to meet, 

exchange ideas, and speak 
with FgS officers and board 

members.



Specific sessions include:
•	 “Options in Post-Adoption Research,” Debbie 

Mieszala, cg
•	 Genealogical Documentation: The What, Why, 

Where, and How,” Thomas W. Jones, phd, cg, cgl, 
fasg, fngs, fuga

•	 “Locating and Accessing Published Genealogies”, 
George G. Morgan

•	 “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Hanover Military 
Records,” Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, cg

•	 “Whiskey, Brandy, and Family Migration,” J. Mark 
Lowe, cg, fuga

•	 “Overcoming Brick Walls in African American Re-
search,” G. David Dilts, ag

•	 “Research in the Hawkeye State: Records and Reposi-
tories of Iowa,” Jill N. Crandell, ma, ag

•	 “Loc.gov: Using Our Nation’s Library Online,” Laura 
G. Prescott

•	
Other highlights include: Donna Moughty’s two 

hour workshop on using Griffith’s Valuation to re-
search Irish famine emigrants; Eric C. M. Basir’s 
two-hour workshop on scanning, editing, and plac-
ing images; and luncheons, with speakers, sponsored 
by the Association of Professional Genealogists, the 
National Genealogical Society, and the Indiana Genea-
logical Society.

Friday evening, the Allen County Genealogi-
cal Society of Indiana and the Allen County Public 
Library will host “A Journey through the Generations 
with Our Veterans” at the library, including a presenta-
tion on Fort Wayne and Indiana in the War of 1812, 
Civil War-era ballroom dancing, and light dessert 
sponsored by FamilySearch. Tickets are a donation of 
$10 or more. All proceeds will go to the Preserve the 
Pensions War of 1812 pension digitization initiative. The 
library will again have extended hours from 7 a.m. 
to midnight, with the above donation requested for 
those staying after the usual closing time of 6 p.m.

On 24 August, the conference’s fi-
nal day (or the main day if you are 
a weekend attendee) will feature 
fifty presentations spanning eight 
tracks on: Records; Methodolo-
gies; Technology; British Isles; 

Writing, Speaking, and Publishing; Military; Midwest 
Religious Communities; and the Midwest.

Specific sessions include:
•	 “Sixteen Repositories, One Life: Uncommon Sources 

Portray a 19th-Century Immigrant,” John Philip Col-
letta, phd

•	 “Finding the Only Child’s Niece,” Debra Braverman
•	 “eBooks for Genealogists,” Pamela Boyer Sayre, cg, 

cgl
•	 “English Parish Registers: How to Access, Use, and 

Interpret,” Paul Milner
•	 “Speak, Write, and Publish Safely: Staying Out of 

Copyright Trouble,” Judy G. Russell, jd, cg
•	 “Discovering Civil War Nurses and Matrons–Their 

Records and Their Stories,” Angela Y. Walton-Raji
•	 “Finding the Inner Light: Researching Our Quaker 

Ancestors,” Diane VanSkiver Gagel, ma
•	 “The Polished Gems: Cook County, Illinois, Property 

Records,” Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, cg

Additional highlights include: two-hour workshops 
on Midwest American Indian research, by Paula Stuart-
Warren, cg, fmgs, fuga, and researching African 
Americans in university libraries by Timothy Pinnick; 
sponsored luncheons, with speakers, from the Board 
for the Certification of Genealogists, the Genealogi-
cal Speakers Guild, and the New York Genealogical 
and Biographical Society; and the Allen County Public 
Library will be open for one last stint of extended hours 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Say goodbye to new and old 
friends at the Farewell Brunch 
at the Hilton Fort Wayne for 
$20 on 25 August. Final remarks 
on the conference will be given, 
as well as the awarding of some 
door prizes.

Register online before 1 July to take advantage of 
early registration discounts. To keep up-to-date on all 
conference events, visit the conference blog at http://
www.fgsconferenceblog.org. See you in Fort Wayne in 
August!

Back to TOC
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I don’t know about you, but I am 
glad spring is here. I can shed 
the cabin fever, ditch the com-

puter, and take my research on the 
road, by visiting some repositories, 
photographing some gravestones, 
and presenting at several confer-
ences in various states. Spring is also 
a time of renewed energy for many 
genealogy societies. While some 
organizations took a break during 
winter, others used that time to set 
the stage for the upcoming year 
with meetings and special activities, 
and lots of planning for the coming 
months. Whatever your plans are 
for spring, set a goal to get out, get 
active, and get involved.

Society highlights
The California Genealogical 
Society and Library (CGSL) of 
Oakland, California, held a special 
event on Saturday, 9 February 2013 
in Oakland to celebrate their 115th 
anniversary. Dr. Andy Anderson 
presented “The Healing Power of 
Genealogy.” CGSL has a number of 
other great events planned. See their 
website, http://www.californiaances-
tors.org, for more information.

The Genealogical Society of 
Bergen County (Midland Park, 
New Jersey) held its spring seminar 
on Saturday, 6 April 2013 at Bergen 
Community College in Paramus. 
The theme was “Your Immigrant 
Ancestors.” I had the distinct 
pleasure of being the speaker for 
this event. To learn more about this 

society visit http://njgsbc.org.
On Saturday, 20 April 2013, the 

Genealogical Society of Pennsylva-
nia and the Northeast Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Society co-sponsored 
an all-day conference, “Finding Our 
Ancestors at Home and Abroad” at 
the Luzerne Community College in 
Nanticoke, Pennsylvania. Speakers 
for the event included: Lisa A. Alzo, 
James M. Beidler, Anthony T. P. 
Brooks, Patrick Connelly, Aaron Mc-
Williams, Jessica Reeder, and others.

The Ohio Genealogical Soci-
ety’s annual conference was held 
25–27 April 2013 at the Millennium 
Hotel in Cincinnati. The theme was 
“Expanding Your Ancestry Through 
Technology.”

On 16 March 2013, the South 
King County Genealogical Society 
(SKCGS) of Kent, Washington, held 
their spring seminar, “What’s Your 
Story,” and their January/February 
2013 newsletter included an article 
on “Writing Your Family History.” 
SKCGS is now offering baby family 
tree charts, blue for boys and pink 
for girls. The charts, a great gift for 
young families, are available for a $3 
donation to the society. Contact the 
society at http://www.skcgs.org for 
more information.

The Texas Czech Genealogical 
Society of Angleton, Texas held 
their annual meeting on 25–26 
January 2013 in Caldwell, Texas. 
The theme was “Digging for Gold.” 
Featured speaker was Reverand Jan 
Dus, a pastor and licensed genea-

logical researcher from Prague in 
the Czech Republic, who spoke 
on “Siller’s Pamatnik and What 
We Learn About the First Czech 
Protestants in the USA,” “Early 
History of Christians and Jews in 
the Czech Lands and Slovakia,” and 
“Modern History of Christians and 
Jews in Czech Lands and Slovakia.” 
Other speakers included Beverly 
Scott, “Writing One’s Memoirs and 
How It Fits with Genealogy”; Liz 
Carmack, “Researching Outside 
Government Records”; and Char-
lene Hurta, “TCGS – Digging for 
Gold in 2013.”

With so many good things hap-
pening in FGS member societies, it 
is an exciting time to be involved in 
genealogy. Now, let’s leave win-
ter behind and carry on with our 
personal research—and our society 
work—with a little more spring in 
our steps!

Shadow or No Shadow
Get Out of the house, get active,  
and get involved
By Lisa A. Alzo

Lisa A. Alzo

Take the 
FORUM 

reader 
survey!

Click here and let your 
voice be heard...

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieS

http://www.californiaancestors.org
http://www.californiaancestors.org
http://njgsbc.org
http://www.skcgs.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FORUMDisplay0711
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I consider myself a techie even 
more than a genealogist, but 
I am especially happy when 

those two worlds overlap. That is 
why I was thrilled when asked to 
contribute a regular column in 
FGS FORUM on the intersection of 
technology and genealogy. Two or 
three cool tools or gadgets will be 
reviewed in each issue. These could 
be hardware, software, websites, or 
creative uses of existing tools.

And I would love to hear from 
you as well. If you know of a prod-

uct or tip that would be useful to 
your peers, please forward it along 
and I will do my best to include it in 
a future column.

In the previous issue I high-
lighted some of the gadgets in my 
genealogy travel bag. In this issue 
I round out the list with two other 
handy tools: a mobile projector and 
large-format scanning solutions. 

Mobile projectors
Projectors have come a long way in 
the past few years. A key advance 

has been the shift to LED technolo-
gy to project an image. This results 
in a more compact device, no wait-
ing for the unit to “warm up” and 
no more replacing a bulb costing 
almost as much as the projector 
itself.

In addition, the features avail-
able on these projectors have 
expanded dramatically. Resolution 
has increased to support the range 
from basic high-definition output, 
1280 x 800 pixels, to full HD, 1920 
x 1080 pixels, and beyond. Inputs 

Projector Innovations
By Randy Whited Randy Whited
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have also expanded to include 
HDMI connections as well as in-
puts for portable memory devices.

Some projectors are so compact 
as to be complete, stand-alone 
devices. The may have built-in bat-
teries or support external battery 
packs to remove the need for a 
power outlet. Some projectors also 
have onboard applications that can 
read and project various presenta-
tions, audio and movie formats, 
with no need for a connection to a 
computer.

As with most things, selecting a 
projector will be a study in trade-
offs. For most, cost will primarily 
be a deciding factor. The unit size 
may range from a lighter, portable 
version of the traditional tabletop 
or overhead projector, to handheld 
“pocket” projectors, all the way 
down to devices that essentially 
snap onto a smartphone. Other 
variables include: brightness, maxi-
mum resolution, image size, lamp 
or unit life, connection types, and 
any built-in software.

Qumi
While there are many great projec-
tors on the market, I will speak of 
the one I have the most experi-
ence with. I received the Vivitek 
Qumi Q2 pocket projector last 
Christmas, primarily to use for 
genealogy speaking engagements. 
The Qumi is a very compact LED 
projector; so small it practically 
fits in the palm of my hand. While 
it may lack some features you or 
your society may need, it is an 
excellent choice for travelers or 
mobile presentations.

The first thing one notices about 
the projector is its size. At 6.3” x 1.3” 
x 4.0”, it has about the same dimen-

sions as a thick paperback book and 
weighs only seventeen ounces. This 
makes for a highly portable projec-
tor indeed.

The Qumi is no lightweight in 
terms of its features though. It can 
project basic high-definition (HD 
720p) resolution up to a maximum 
of a 90-inch image. This means it 
is more than sufficient for display-
ing images and presentations and 
can easily support animations and 
movies. In addition, since the light 
source is an LED, there is no need 
to swap out failed bulbs. Vivitek 
estimates the LED light source 

in the Qumi to have a projected 
lifetime of over 30,000 hours. That 
is almost three and a half years of 
continuous use!

Comparatively speaking, one 
trade off to LED pocket or micro 
projectors is they are not as bright 
as a portable tabletop projector, 
whether equipped with a bulb or 
an LED. Brightness is measured 
in lumens and is a bit beyond the 
scope of this review; but as a point 
of comparison, a 60 watt incandes-
cent light bulb has a light output 
of about 800 lumens. Most por-
table projectors have a brightness 
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value in the range of 2000 to 3000 
lumens, while most mobile projec-
tors range from under 100 lumens 
to about 150 lumens. The Qumi 
falls in between at 300 lumens. The 
projector will work best in smaller 
rooms where there is the ability to 
dim the lighting.

Another feature to consider is 
connectivity. Like most projectors, 
the Qumi has the ability to connect 
to input sources via HDMI and 
VGA. This should cover most any 
input device ranging from a laptop 
or desktop, DVD player, game sys-
tem or other media players. I have 
also connected the Qumi to an iPad 
via the HDMI port on the Apple 
digital A/V adapter.

Two other features on the projec-
tor yield even more portability. The 
media software onboard the Qumi 
can perform slideshows of images, 
play video, display PDF files or 
Microsoft Word, Excel or Power-
Point files directly from USB port or 
micro-SD slot. One limitation I did 
discover is that the onboard viewer 
did not support PowerPoint anima-
tions. The projector and its software 
functions can also be controlled 
with a remote.

I discovered two drawbacks 
to the Qumi that also exist with 
several other pocket projectors. 
The first and most important is 
that the projector does not have 
a zoom control to adjust the size 
of the image; the distance to the 
screen sets the size of the image. 
The second is that the Qumi does 
not have adjustable feet to correct 
for angle or height. Instead there is 
a standard tripod-threaded slot on 
the underside. A travel-sized tripod 
works well, but still factors into the 
amount of gear to carry.

All in all, I have been very happy 
with this projector and the nuisanc-
es have not outweighed its benefits, 
especially its portability.

Scanner apps
As mentioned in the article from 
last issue, the Flip-Pal makes light 
work of scanning photos and 
documents up to 4” x 6” in size 
and larger items can be accom-
modated by stitching several scans. 
But what if you do not have a por-
table scanner with you or you have 
a number of larger documents you 
wish to copy? In those cases it can 
be as simple as pulling out your 
smartphone.

Reviews exist for a number of 
the scanning apps available for both 
Android and iOS devices and are 
listed at the end of this article. The 
basic functionality of each is very 
similar. In short, each either uses 
the device camera to take a picture 
or uses a picture already available. 
From there corners or edges are 
detected or selected, the image is 
cropped to just the page and then 
saved as either an image or as a 
multi-page PDF. Different apps may 
have different functionality such as 
contrast and balance adjustments or 
optical character recognition. Most 
apps also allow for pushing the files 
to a cloud storage service such as 
Dropbox, Google Drive or sharing 
via e-mail or a social network.

One particular app did stand 
out in my testing however. DocS-
can HD (iOS only) automatically 
detects curved document boundar-
ies, not just straight lines. I found 
this to be very useful when captur-
ing images from books when the 
binding would not allow the pages 
to lay flat.

In the next issue I will go 
into greater detail on what to do 
with these images after you have 
scanned them to better store and 
share them.
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If you live in North America, 
Central America, the Caribbean, 
or the northernmost part of 

South America, and limit your travel 
to within those areas, you prob-
ably don’t give much thought to the 
process of plugging your electrical 
appliances into the wall. All of the 
electrical outlets in your home, with 
a few possible exceptions, work the 
same way, and when you travel to 
the homes of friends or stay in a 
hotel, it still all looks the same and 
works the same.

But if you have ever travelled fur-
ther from home, such as to Europe, 
Asia, Africa, or Australia, you might 
have been surprised to learn (if 
you had not done your research up 
front) that electrical outlets in other 
countries can look very different 
from what you are used to. In other 
words, you have suddenly learned 
that electrical outlets in North 
America conform to a single electri-
cal standard, while those in other 
parts of the world may conform to a 
very different standard. 

And what becomes obvious 
is that having a single standard 
is extremely useful, while having 
multiple standards can be annoy-
ing and cumbersome. It would be 
easy to write an entire article giving 
more examples of standards and the 
problems faced when there is no 
single standard in the world, such 
as the standard for which side of the 
road to drive on, or the standard 
for whether things are measured in 
metric or US customary units.

As we move into the world of 
information and communication, 
standards are just as important. The 
smooth running of the Internet 
itself, depends upon a set of rules 
known as “protocols,” and most of 
us have seen Internet-related abbre-

viations ending in “P” (for “proto-
col”) such as IP, FTP, HTTP, and 
SMTP. These computer protocols are 
a type of technical standard, allow-
ing computer hardware and software 
developed by different companies 
in different parts of the world to 

Standard Operating  
Procedure
By Drew Smith, MLS

Drew Smith, MLS
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communicate with each other with a 
minimum of fuss or extra work.

So how do standards come 
about? In some cases, a single 
company may have developed its 
own standard, and if that company 
is one of the first in a particular 
market, or if it acquires a large part 
of the market, its own design may 
become the industry standard. 
However, what happens more often 
is that two or more companies may 
enter into a market at about the 
same time, and their individual 
designs may compete to determine 
the eventual standard. Remember 
Sony’s Betamax format? It eventu-
ally lost out in the videotape market 
to the VHS format, which had 
been adopted by other Japanese 
companies. A similar competition 
emerged only a few years ago when 
the Blu-ray Disc format competed 
with the HD DVD format sup-
ported by Toshiba, until Toshiba 
acquiesced to switch over to using 
the Blu-ray Disc format.

Clearly, it can be expensive for 
companies to produce hardware 
and software in a market when 
there is no industry-wide informa-
tion standard, and it can be annoy-
ing and expensive for consumers, 
too. To prevent these kinds of 
problems, some industries have 
turned to separate organizations 
to develop standards that com-
panies are likely to follow if the 
companies have some input into 
the process and if the standards 
are developed thoughtfully and 
carefully by experts in the field. 
For instance, the World Wide Web 
Consortium, commonly known as 
W3C, has been the leading organi-
zation since 1994 to standardize the 
protocols used on the web, includ-

ing the HTML language. Because of 
these standards your web brows-
er—whether Internet Explorer, 
Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, 
or Safari—is likely to display any 
well-written website without any 
significant problem.

It is important to note that 
the development of an informa-
tion standard can be a very slow 
process, as it requires input from 
a large number of individuals 
representing a variety of companies 

and other organizations, and the 
process for developing the stan-
dard must provide for adequate 
time for feedback from the general 
user community at each step. For 
instance, in the case of the W3C, 
a standard may begin with discus-
sion and Editor Drafts, followed 
by a Working Draft, a Candidate 
Recommendation, a Proposed 
Recommendation, and finally a 
W3C Recommendation. Needless 
to say, every effort is made to solicit 
all possible input during the earli-
est stages, to prevent the need for 
drastic changes later in the pro-
cess. However, even recommended 
standards can undergo additional 
minor edits and revisions if needed. 
In the case of HTML5, its develop-
ment began in 2004 as a Working 
Group outside of the W3C, fol-
lowed by collaboration with the 
W3C in 2006, and publication of 

the first Working Draft of HTML5 
in 2008. HTML5 is not expected to 
be a W3C Recommendation until 
at least the end of 2014.

So what does all of this have 
to do with genealogy? Certainly, 
the exchange of genealogy-related 
data depends upon many existing 
international information standards, 
such as the Unicode standard used 
to represent and handle textual in-
formation regardless of the writing 
system in which it was written. The 
most current Unicode standard has 
more than 110,000 characters, taken 
from one hundred different writing 
systems. But Unicode was obviously 
not created as a standard with gene-
alogy primarily in mind. Genealo-
gists are simply the beneficiaries of 
certain standards that are needed 
by a wide range of people sharing 
information.

What standards then were 
designed primarily for the needs 
of genealogists? Nearly all of us are 
familiar with the GEDCOM stan-
dard, developed by the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 
the mid-1980s, as a way to move 
genealogical information from one 
computer to another. Although the 
GEDCOM standard was modified 
several times since 1984, the most 
current standard, 5.5, was released 
in 1995. Since 1995, a number of 
genealogy software developers have 
created applications using propri-
etary data structures and features 
that can’t be easily communicated 
between their programs and the 
programs of others, meaning that it 
can be difficult to move data from 
one program to another without the 
potential for significant data loss.

The GEDCOM standard is 
not the only kind of information 

The exchange of  
genealogy-related data 
depends upon many 
existing international 
information standards
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standard of interest to genealogists. 
Family historians have discovered 
that they need more reliable ways 
to store metadata with their family 
photos and historical documents. 
Genealogists also face issues with 
identifying historical locations 
(whose boundaries may not match 
up with current boundaries), and 
with historical dates attached to 
events, which may be exact or vague, 
or represent a range of dates or 
use differing calendars. And while 
libraries around the world have been 
hard at work attempting to define 
standards for uniquely identifying 
typical documents, such as books 
and articles, genealogists have to 
contend with figuring out standard 
ways to identify the sources they use 
for their evidence, whether it be a 
government record, a church docu-
ment, or a tombstone.

Without standards in all of these 
areas, it will be more difficult for 
genealogy software developers to 
create applications that exchange 
data seamlessly with other applica-
tions, such as tools that digitize 
photos and documents or software 
that keeps track of sources. Fortu-
nately, there is a new international 
organization that is taking on the 
work of developing the standards 
needed by the family history com-
munity: the Family History Infor-
mation Standards Organisation 
(FHISO), with its website located at 
http://fhiso.org.

FHISO was inaugurated in 2012 
and throughout that year solicited a 
number of founding members, in-
cluding Ancestry.com, RootsMagic, 
WikiTree.com, ourFamily ology, 
Calico Pie Limited, Coret Genealo-
gie, the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, the Federation of Family 

History Societies, brightsolid group, 
and Mocavo. At the RootsTech 2013 
conference in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
FHISO staffed a booth in the expo 
hall, and hosted a panel discussion 
with representatives from some of 
its founding members. On 22 March 
2013, FHISO published an Open 
Call for Papers. (In this context, 
a paper is a technical proposal, a 
description of functional require-
ments, or a description of an area 
within the family history informa-
tion sphere that needs a standard to 
be defined.)

These submitted papers will be 
reviewed, organized, indexed, and 
made public so others can discover 
them and comment upon them. 
Depending upon the nature of mate-
rial submitted and the interest level 
demonstrated by comments, FHISO 
will form working groups and tech-
nical teams to address these areas, 
and the individuals who submit the 
papers may be contacted for possible 
participation in the development of 
the associated standards.

For many of us who have gotten 
used to living in a fast-paced world, 
where the world’s information can 

be pulled up on our smartphone 
screens in a matter of seconds no 
matter where we happen to be 
standing, it is no doubt frustrating 
to observe the seemingly glacial 
pace at which any standards orga-
nization, FHISO included, seems to 
move when it comes to developing 
and releasing a standard. But when 
you realize that HTML5 is still not 
an industry standard even after ten 
years worth of work on its develop-
ment, or that the first volume of the 
Unicode standard was published 
more than three years after the idea 
was first publically proposed, you 
begin to realize that information 
standards are very complex concepts 
requiring an enormous amount of 
time and effort, and compromise 
may be needed if the final product is 
going to be useful, and accepted, by 
the widest possible audience.

As the Federation of Genea-
logical Societies representative to 
FHISO, I applaud the creation of 
this much-needed organization, and 
I look forward to its future work and 
its significant positive impact on the 
genealogical tools we depend upon. 
I hope you will too.

http://fhiso.org
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Walter Palmer Society
The Walter Palmer Society is head-
quartered in Stonington, Connecti-
cut, which represents the focal point 
for their genealogical efforts. Re-
search pertains to the family of Wal-
ter Palmer, who sailed in 1629 from 
England to Salem, Massachusetts, 
and settled in Stonington in 1652. 

Those who can prove descent 
to the “original” Walter Palmer can 
apply for either an individual or life 
membership in the Society. Associ-
ate memberships are available to 
those who cannot prove descent.

According to Society research, 
Walter Palmer was the prob-
able son of Walter and Elizabeth 
(Carter) Palmer. Walter was likely 
born in the village of Yetminster, 
Dorsetshire, England, sometime 
around 1585. Although he was 
married in England and fathered 
five children, the name of Walter’s 
first wife is unknown.

As a Separatist Puritan, Walter 
Palmer sailed from Gravesend, 
England, on 5 April 1629 on a boat 
called the Four Sisters in an effort to 

seek religious freedom. The ship was 
one of six in the Higginson Fleet, 
including the George Bonaventure, 
the Lyon, the Lyon’s Whelp, the 
Mayflower, and the Talbot. Palmer 
arrived in Salem, Massachusetts, in 
June 1629 and settled in Charles-
town, Massachusetts, with his five 
children and an Abraham Palmer, 
possibly his brother.

The Society’s website, http://
www.walterpalmer.com, recounts 
some interesting details of a jury 
inquest in September 1630 involv-
ing Walter Palmer, who became 
prominent in Charlestown affairs, 
holding public office and listed 
among the first group of men who 
took the Oath of Freemen on 18 
May 1631, including: John Balche, 
Wm. Cheesebrough, Roger Conant, 
Simon Hoyte, Abraham Palmer, 
Czekiell Richardson, Rich. Salton-
stall, Ralfe Sprage, Rick. Sprage, 
and Rich. Stower. Those connected 
to this family will find other inter-
esting details on this website.

Walter Palmer was married a sec-
ond time to Rebecca Short of Rox-

bury on 1 June 1633 in the Roxbury 
Church, of which Rebecca was one 
of its first members upon her arrival 
in America in 1632. Rebecca later 
gave birth to seven children, giving 
Walter a total of twelve children by 
his two marriages.

For further information on this 
society, contact them by e-mail at 
palmersmith@mac.com or visit their 
website.

Maybee Society
The Maybee Society was formed 
by thirty-three people in 1986, all 
interested in the Maybee family and 
its name variations: Mabee, Ma-
bey, Mabie, Maeby, Maby, Maybe, 
and other similar spellings. The 
Society’s purpose is to collect and 
distribute information on the the 
background, history, and genealogy 
of all branches of the family, as well 
as promoting fellowship among the 
various branches.

When the Maybee Society first 
started, use of the Internet was 
limited. Researchers used tradi-

Family Associations
By christine Rose, cG, cGL, FASG
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Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 
Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 
the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware.  [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
christine Rose

The Walter Palmer Society website The Maybee Society website

http://www.walterpalmer.com
http://www.walterpalmer.com
mailto:palmersmith@mac.com
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tional means of digging into family 
histories, Bibles, census and church 
records, and other sources, working 
with older publications, including 
works by Royal A. Mabee, Grenville 
MacKenzie, Edward C. Marshall, 
and R. Robert Mutrie.

At first, information from sub-
mitted family group sheets, pedigree 
sheets, and other paper records 
were transmitted to index cards and 
then were transferred to a computer 
in 1988. This formed the basis of 
their database, which was improved 
through the years by modern ge-
nealogy programs. The Society has 
worked towards addressing errors in 
the compilations and annotating the 
information when there is insuffi-
cient proof. 

The Society publishes a news-
letter and maintains a website at 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.
ancestry.com/~maysoc. They invite 
all those with an interest in this fam-

ily to contact 
them via their 
president, 
Kim Maybee 
at kimand-
garymabee@
gmail.com.

Revisited
The Blair 
Society for 
Genealogical 
Research Inc. 
was first visited in our September 
1991 column. It was incorporated 
as a nonprofit organization in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky in 
1984, and granted exempt status 
under Section 501[c][7] of the US 
Internal Revenue Code in 1991.

Among a number of interest-
ing links on their current website, 
http://blairsociety.org, is a “A Place 
Called Blair,” in which the origin 

of places called Blair are explained. 
They also have links to Blair Final 
Resting Places, Blair websites, Blair 
censuses, and others. For those 
tracing the Blair family, visit-
ing this website should stimulate 
interest in this early family. You 
may also contact their president, 
Barbara Weeks, at barbdodge@
dodgefamily.org.

The Blair Society website

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~maysoc
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~maysoc
mailto:kimandgarymabee@gmail.com
mailto:kimandgarymabee@gmail.com
mailto:kimandgarymabee@gmail.com
http://blairsociety.org
mailto:barbdodge@dodgefamily.org
mailto:barbdodge@dodgefamily.org
http://www.bcgcertification.org
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There is a proverb that states, 
“It takes a village to raise a 
child.” A group effort can be 

powerful in any endeavor, including 
actions within a genealogy society. 
Let’s consider a genealogy society 
blog as an example. While it is possi-
ble for one person to do all the writ-
ing and publishing, imagine how 
much more multi-faceted a blog 
can become with multiple contribu-
tors. In this issue of FORUM, we are 
going to explore ways to make your 
society blog a group effort. 

Why recruit help?
There are several reasons why it is a 
good idea to have a blogging team.
•	 It spreads out the workload and 

responsibility. A lot of time and 
thinking goes in to maintaining a 
genealogy society blog. If several 
people take the reins, it becomes a 
minor volunteer project for many, 
instead of a large task for one.

•	 It allows for variety and differ-
ent perspectives. The wisdom 
of crowds, especially a crowd 
of genealogists, makes for good 
blog reading.

•	 It leads to increased member 
participation and investment. 
Members who normally just 
attend meetings would have a big-
ger role and a sense of purpose in 
the group.

•	 It minimizes the effects of mem-
ber turnover. If the sole society 
blogger leaves, a blogs remains 
dormant until a replacement is 
found. With a team of bloggers, 

the publication schedule keeps 
on chugging along while a volun-
teer is recruited.

Draft your blogging team
Genealogy society members come 
from all walks of life. They bring 
to the table various experiences, 
memories, skills, and talents. Tap 
into those personal strengths to 
assemble your blogging team. Use 
these positions as suggestions:
•	 The historian—Find a member 

who has lived in the area for de-
cades. He or she can write about 
city history, old buildings, local 
lore, or anything else that comes 
to mind.

•	 The knowledge keeper—Tap a 
member whose day job or per-
sonal interests reflect skills and 
tools that will benefit your blog. 
For example, FGS member society, 
the Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Genealogical Society, is fortu-
nate to have personal genealogy 
blogger, Susan Petersen, in their 
ranks. They asked and received 
permission to republish one of her 
blog posts highlighting the society, 
http://llcgs.blogspot.com/2012/12/
society-saturday-llcgs.html.

•	 The tech nut—Find a tech-savvy 
member to write about the lat-
est technology toys, genealogy 
software, Internet tools, how-to’s, 
and problem solving. FGS mem-
ber society, the Hamilton County 
(Ohio) Genealogical Society, 
launched a fun blog series called 
“Better Know Your Chapter!” 

Each post featured a different 
tech challenge designed to help 
their members become familiar 
with all the different tech facets 
the society had to offer. Their first 
series challenge invited readers 
to examine all the links and but-
tons on the blog, http://hcgsohio.
blogspot.com/2012/12/better-
know-your-chapter-challenge-1.
html. Another FGS member 
society, the Eastern Washington 
Genealogical Society, took their 
tech writing in a different way by 
sharing a website that the society 
felt would be of interest to their 
members, http://ewgs-spokane.
blogspot.com/2012/12/shipin-
dexorg-used-it.html.

•	 The problem solver—A question 
and answer column is an easy 
way to generate content and assist 
members. Find a volunteer to 
field and publish the questions, 
then sort and publish the answers. 
Questions can include genealogy 
queries or any other subject of 
member interest. FGS member 
society, the Durham-Orange 
(North Carolina) Genealogical 
Society, runs a query series on 
their blog. Here is a list of all the 
queries previously posted on their 
blog: http://www.ncgenweb.us/
dogsnc/category/queries.

•	 The library contact—Find some-
one to be a library liaison, or even 
recruit a local librarian if you can. 
Feature regular reports on the 
newest genealogy items in your 
library’s genealogy department.

Genealogy Blogging
By Amy Coffin Amy Coffin

http://llcgs.blogspot.com/2012/12/society-saturday-llcgs.html
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http://www.ncgenweb.us/dogsnc/category/queries
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•	 The low tech department—Have 
some society members who 
prefer paper and pencil over 
computer keys? Draft them to 
contribute to the blog as well. It 
just takes one volunteer to trans-
form their handwritten words 
into computer text and you have 
more great content.

•	 The distance crew—Reach out 
to your members from afar. 
They belong to your society for a 
specific reason or shared inter-
est. Why not tap into that energy, 
too? Contact your distance mem-
bers, individually and personally, 
and encourage them to be part of 
your blogging team.

These are just some of the roles 
members can play in your blog, and 
some people might be willing to take 
on double duty. Are there any other 
team members you want to add? Ex-
pand your network and cover other 
subjects relevant to your society.

The more the merrier
Hopefully while reading this, you 
have already started drafting a blog 
team in your head. You might even 
be wondering how to manage them. 
Many society blogs have multiple 
authors. This means several different 
people are given access to write and 
publish blog posts. The Hamilton 
County (Ohio) Genealogical Society 
lists their contributors on the left 
side of their blog http://hcgsohio.
blogspot.com/.

It is a good idea to have multiple 
contributors so all of the duties don’t 
fall on one person. Also consider 
membership turnover, in which 
case it is best to ensure that the keys 
to your blog are held by multiple 
individuals.

FGS member society, the 
Wood County (Texas) Genealogi-
cal Society, invites all members to 
contribute to their blog, instructing 
them on how to sign up for post-
ing privileges http://woodtxgene.
com/2012/12/30/how-to-add-infor-
mation-to-the-bulletin-or-signup-
for-posting-privileges/.

How you determine blog access 
and posting management is up to 
your society board. You may have to 
try some different options until you 
find the correct fit.

Planning for publication
If the thought of managing multiple 
writers and blog assignments makes 
you nervous, then consider an edito-
rial calendar for your genealogy 
society blog. An editorial calendar 
allows you to manage and control 
the publication schedule of your 
blog over time.

Editorial calendars are com-
mon among the high-profile blogs 
of businesses and media. They are 
also prevalent among bloggers 
in the genealogy community. In 
her blog Tonia’s Roots, prominent 
blogger Tonia Kendrick shared 
her tips on developing an editorial 
calendar, http://www.toniasroots.
net/2011/09/18/31wbgb-develop-
an-editorial-
calendar/. Her 
post includes an 
example of the 
type of calendar 
she uses, as well 
as suggestions 
of other tools 
or formats that 
may be a better 
fit with societ-
ies. Denise Olson 
of the Moultrie 

Creek Gazette blog discussed an 
editorial calendar plug-in for blogs 
on the WordPress platform, http://
moultriecreek.us/gazette/wordpress-
editorial-calendar/.

If spreadsheets and plug-ins are 
more than your little society needs, 
perhaps a simple Google Calendar 
shared by your blog team would fit 
the bill, http://google.com/calendar.

Go Team, Go!
We have drafted the genealogy 
society blog team and laid out the 
game plan. All that is left is to gen-
erate good content. Go forth and 
publish!

New blogs on the scene
Two new blogs have recently been 
created that may be of interest to 
genealogy societies. The Board for 
Certification of Genealogists® intro-
duced BCG Springboard, http://blog.
bcgcertification.org/, to share news 
about the organization and steps to 
certification.

Georgia Archives Matters, http://
georgiaarchivesmatters.org/, main-
tained by FGS member society, the 
Georgia Genealogical Society, has 
started a blog to update the public 
about the precarious availability of 
their state’s records.

BCG Springboard from The Board for Certification of Genealogists®
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The Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) 
is still closely monitoring 

the situation regarding the possible 
closure of the Georgia Archives. 
Fred Moss, FGS legal advisor and 
RPAC blogger, posted a press release 
sent to him from RPAC Georgia 
State Liaison, Elizabeth Olson, on 
the RPAC blog site, http://www.
fgs.org/rpac, on 18 October 2012. 
In summary, Georgia Governor 
Nathan Deal and Secretary of State 
Brian Kemp restored $125,000 to the 
Georgia State Archives’ budget to 
keep the Archives open at least until 
30 June 2013. On 1 July, the Georgia 
Archives will be transferred from the 
Secretary of State’s jurisdiction to the 
University System of Georgia (USG), 
pending the approval of the move 
by the Georgia General Assembly. 
Appropriates will be transferred, and 
additional staff will be provided by 
USG at the time of the transfer. More 
information will be forthcoming 
at the opening of the 2013 Georgia 
General Assembly.

Moss was asked to explore the 
Digital Due Process Coalition, a 
broadly based coalition of commer-
cial enterprises and nongovernmen-
tal organizations. The Coalition’s 
current legislative focus has been 
on updating the Electronic Com-
munications Privacy Act (ECPA) 
originally adopted in 1986. This 
Coalition may be a useful forum in 
addressing the genealogical com-
munity’s concerns about the Social 

Security Death Index (SSDI or 
Death Master File), the Model State 
Vital Statistics Act, records preser-
vation initiatives, etc. For additional 
information on the Coalition, visit 
http://www.digitaldueprocess.org.

David E. Rencher, ag, cg, fuga, 
figrs, stepped down as chair of the 
RPAC Committee this past Janu-
ary and the new chair is long time 
RPAC member, Janet A. Alpert. 
Monthly conference calls will con-
tinue for the Committee.

States
State legislatures generally recon-
vene every January. Please check the 
legislative site for state developments 
in a particular state for up-to-date 
information on laws and bills that will 
effect records preservation and access.

Idaho: While organizing old paper 
records for a digitization project, 
volunteers from the Lincoln County, 
Idaho, area discovered insect infesta-
tion in court judgments, birth certifi-
cates, marriage licenses, land deeds, 
and permits, some dating back to the 
1930’s. These records were housed in 
a vault below the county courthouse.

Illinois: The Winnebago County, 
Illinois, County Clerk’s Office now 
has birth, marriage, and death 
certificates online at http://www.ge-
nealogy.winnebagocountyclerk.com. 
Records available online include 
birth certificates seventy-five years 
or older; marriage certificates, fifty 
years or older; and death certificates 
twenty years or older. Charges for 
the certificates are $12 each.

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By Linda Mccleary

Linda Mccleary
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Book Reviews
By Paul Milner

Here is the definitive 
guide to understanding 
marriage law in England 
and Wales, from 1600 to 
the present. This book is 
written for genealogists; 
it is not a legal text. It is 
not a light read, but it 
is clearly written and is 
certainly worth the effort 
in reading all the way 
through to get a com-
plete, accurate picture 
of marriage laws before 
being used as a research 
tool to look up specific 
questions. 

Probert is a gene-
alogist and professor of 
Family Law at Warwick 
University and a leading 
authority of the his-
tory of marriage laws 
of England and Wales. 
She strongly disputes 
the writings of other 
historians, such as John 
Gillis, Brian Outhwaite, 
and Lawrence Stone, 
who have all written 
extensively on marriage 
laws and practices, di-
vorce, cohabitation, and 
children out of wedlock. 
Their books have guided 
genealogists, including 
myself, who write about 
marriage laws. Probert 
contends that the errors 
and assumptions of these 
authors create confusion 
for genealogists. In my 

opinion, she succeeds in 
clarifying the changing 
rules of marriage from 
1600 to the present.

The book addresses 
five questions: (1) 
“Whether and Why” 
deals with the likeli-
hood of any given couple 
having gone through a 
valid ceremony of mar-
riage; (2) “Who” exam-
ines who could marry, 
and whom they could 
or could not marry; (3) 
“How” examines the 
formalities required for a 
valid marriage, plus what 
that meant for Roman 
Catholics or Protestant 
Dissenters; (4) “When” 
looks at the age at which 
couples could and did 
marry, when parental 
consent was required and 
who could object; it also 
examines the seasons, 
days, and hours when 
marriages could be and 
were celebrated; and (5) 
“Where” moves beyond 
the legal requirements 
to large-scale genealogi-
cal studies that provide 
guidance to family 
historians on where they 
may need to look for the 
marriages of their ances-
tors. Throughout the 
book there is a continual 
discussion of important 
key conditions (changing 

over time) that make a 
marriage valid, void, and 
voidable. Additionally, 
there is frequent discus-
sion about what was 
truly required by law. 
Included in the text are 
sample questions typical-
ly raised by genealogists, 
and these are answered 
clearly.

This book will greatly 
add to your understand-
ing of marriage laws 
and help you in your 
research. It is a must for 
anyone seeking to under-
stand the laws or strug-
gling to find a particular 
ancestor’s marriage. 
(Unique laws apply in 
Scotland and Ireland, so 
don’t apply the laws here 
to other places, but make 
use of the framework 
presented as an excellent 
structure for examin-
ing marriages in other 
locations.) If you think 
you know everything 
you need to know about 
English marriage laws 
then take the authors test 
at http://www2.warwick.
ac.uk/fac/soc/law/staff/
academic/probert/mar-
riagelawforgenealogists/
quiz

There is one small 
distraction to the book. 
I have on my office wall 
a reprint of the paint-

Marriage Law for Genealogists: 
The Definitive Guide. By Rebecca 
Probert. Published by Takeaway 
Publishing. Copies obtainable 
directly from the author at 
books@takeawaypublishing.co.uk 
or on Amazon. 2012. 160 pp. 
Illustrations, index.  
Softcover. $14.99.
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Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 
column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-
son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 
Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 
128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.

 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws.  The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul Milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, IL 60068.

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/staff/academic/probert/marriagelawforgenealogists/quiz
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/staff/academic/probert/marriagelawforgenealogists/quiz
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/staff/academic/probert/marriagelawforgenealogists/quiz
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/staff/academic/probert/marriagelawforgenealogists/quiz
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/staff/academic/probert/marriagelawforgenealogists/quiz
mailto:books@takeawaypublishing.co.uk


31   •  Spring 2013  •  FGS Forum

Back to TOC

Photography and Death. 
Exposures Series. By Audrey 
Linkman. Published by Reaktion 
Books, 33 great Sutton Street, 
London, united Kingdom. http://
www.reaktionbooks.co.uk. uS 
Distributor: university of Chicago 
Press, 1427 E. 60th Street, 
Chicago, IL 60637. http://www.
press.uchicago.edu. 2011. 214 
pp. Illustrations, index. Softcover 
$29.95.

Death is a topic that 
makes most of us un-
comfortable, and photo-
graphs of the deceased 
increase that discom-
fort. However, once you 
overcome that feeling 
you will discover the 
fascinating history of 
photographing the dead. 
Images of deceased 
beloved relatives often 
appear in family albums. 
These pictures memo-
rialize those individuals 
and preserve them for 
future generations. The 
rich history of this tradi-
tion continues today. 

From images of bod-
ies in coffins on display 
in homes, to those me-
mentos photographed in 
lieu of a person, the au-
thor shows us the variety 
of such photographs with 
many examples. Five-
year-old Richard Mil-
liken, for example, was 
not photographed before 
his internment in 1861, 
but his aunt took his 
hat to the photo studio. 
Photographic historian 
Linkman began her study 
of these types of photo-

graphs thirty years ago. 
While it is a scholarly 
approach to the topic, 
her depth of knowledge 
on the topic is presented 
in clear language for the 
average audience. 

The book is divided 
into thirds as follows: 
photographing the dead, 
mourning the dead, and 
exhibiting the dead. Each 
section is illustrated with 
color photographs that 
reinforce the text. From 
daguerreotypes from the 
1840s, to contemporary 
photographs by well-
known photographers, 
the images are well 
chosen to deepen the 
understanding of how 
our ancestors wanted 
death perceived and their 
relatives memorialized. 
The pictorial evidence is 
explained. An image of a 
man in a wooden cas-
ket propped up outside 
conveys his lack of family 
care, while a cabinet card 
of a grieving mother 
holding her infant does 
the exact opposite. 

Genealogists won’t 
find information on how 

to date or identify images 
of their deceased ances-
tors, but Linkman’s social 
history of the practice of 
photographing the dead 
will enable readers to 
understand the histori-
cal context in which they 
were taken. Her well-
documented footnotes 
and an in-depth bibliog-
raphy are worth explor-
ing for sources to assign 
a time frame to ancestral 
photos.

Maureen Taylor
Providence,  

Rhode Island

ing Signing the Register 
depicting a nineteenth 
century wedding by 
Edmond Blair Leighton, 
a very familiar painting. 
The publisher has re-
versed part of the image 
of this painting for the 

cover of the book. Thus, 
the bride appears to have 
her wedding ring on her 
right hand and is using a 
quill to sign the regis-
ter with her left hand, 
something that certainly 
was frowned upon in 

the time period of this 
painting.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/
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Genealogist’s Handbook for 
New England Research. 5th 
Edition. Edited by Michael J. 
Leclerc. Published by New 
England historic genealogical 
Society, 99 Newbury Street, 
Boston, MA 02116. http://www.
AmericanAncestors.org. 2012. xiv, 
418 pp. Index, maps. Softcover. 
$24.95

This reference book is a 
must for anyone doing 
New England research. 
The book’s longevity is a 
testament to its impor-
tance with earlier edi-
tions in 1980, 1984, 1993, 
and 1999. In this edition, 
all information was re-
searched anew, a necessi-
ty due to radical changes 
in technology and book 
publishing since the last 
edition. As in any book 
with as many facts as 
this one has, some errors 
were corrected while 
others may have been 
introduced. Even so the 
book is a must have.

The book opens with 
an introductory essay on 
New England research. 
This includes an excel-
lent summary of sources 
to be used, especially for 
the Great Migration era 
1620–1643. It continues 
by explaining how New 
England-governmental 
organization is different 
from the rest of the Unit-
ed States, resulting in dif-
ferent records being kept, 
arranged, and surviving, 
all requiring different 
research processes. The 
major journals, reposito-
ries, and societies are all 
identified.

Following are sec-
tions for each state with 
a standardized format. 
An introductory essay 
provides a profile of the 
state and explains the 

essential genealogical 
sources: vital records; 
church records; probate 
records; land records; 
court records; and mili-
tary records; concluding 
with resources specific to 
that state, such as state 
censuses or state im-
migration records. This 
is followed by: a map 
of the state identifying 
all counties and county 
seats; a directory of state 
repositories and major 
collections; a table of 
all counties identifying 
when established, parent 
counties, probate dis-
tricts, deed districts, and 
any notes. A two-page 
spread, very useful to get 
geographically orien-
tated, provides details on 
each county, with a map 
of the state highlighting 
where in the state the 
county is, a map of the 
county showing all the 
cities and towns, and an 
alphabetical listing of 
all towns with a sepa-
rate listing for extinct 
towns or jurisdictions. 
These are followed by 
sections for each of the 
record types, identifying 
where the records are 
located, some of which 
may be presented in table 
format. Throughout the 
chapters, clearly identi-
fied insets of “staff picks” 
highlight the most im-
portant reference materi-
als for research within a 

state, something to pay 
attention to, since these 
are what the experts use. 

Visually the maps in 
this book are very clear 
and easy to use. The layout 
of the book makes it very 
easy to locate the material 
you need and whom you 
should contact. Anyone 
doing New England 
research will want to keep 
this book handy.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Note: Book info appears on page 31.

http://www.americanancestors.org/
http://www.americanancestors.org/
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The Winthrop Fleet, 
consisting of more than 
a dozen vessels carry-
ing about seven hundred 
passengers and organized 
by the Massachusetts 
Bay Company, arrived 
in New England in 1630. 
However, in 1629 some 
servants of the mer-
chants and gentlemen 
active in the Company 
were sent, along with 
a group of ministers, 
soldiers, and artisans, to 
consolidate the settle-
ment of Salem and to 
begin the construction 
of Charlestown. These 
people were all integral 
to the planning of the 
Winthrop Fleet and are 
thus included. It should 
be noted not everyone 
arriving in 1629 and 
1630 was part of the 
fleet, with the criteria for 
inclusion in this volume 
being clearly explained 
in the introduction and 
scope of the book. Every-
one arriving in this time 
period, whether with the 
Fleet or not, is included 
in the three-volume The 
Great Migration Begins: 
Immigrants to New Eng-
land 1620–1633 by the 
same author published 
in 1995, but a number of 
the biographical sketches 
have been updated. New 
evidence has been added 
and referenced for: 
George Alcock; Thomas 
Alcock; Richard Clayton; 
John Firmin; George 

Hammond; William Jen-
nison; Jeffrey Ruggles; 
John Ruggles; John Sales; 
Morris Truant, and 
there are probably other 
smaller updates. 

As part of the intro-
duction to this volume, 
and the original series 
from which the work is 
derived, there is an excel-
lent discussion of the 
methods used in con-
structing the sketches, 
paying attention to anal-
ysis, documentation, and 
citation. There is also a 
strong discussion on the 
sources used. This intro-
duction should be read 
by anyone attempting to 
research seventeenth-
century immigrants and 
their origins. 

An important ad-
dition to this volume, 
not present in any of 
the earlier volumes, is 
a sixty-two page essay 
examining: the structure 
of the Great Migration; 
migrations within the 
migration—west coun-
try fishermen, Leiden 
Pilgrims, Dorchester 
Company, Winthrop 
migration, Laudian 
migration; a narrative 
of the Winthrop Migra-
tion and its relationship 
with the other compa-
nies, its organization, 
ships, and provisions; 
and the structure of the 
migration with its “coali-
tions of families” called 
companies, led by key in-

dividuals, to which were 
recruited ministers, sol-
diers, physicians, stew-
ards, and artisans. This is 
a well-written essay that 
provides a contextual 
picture into which the 
individual migrants can 
be placed.

The individual bio-
graphical sketches of the 
immigrants that follow 
are consistently structured 
identifying: origin (where 
known); migration; first 
residence; removes; occu-
pation; church member-
ship; offices; estate; birth, 
marriage, and death; and 
comments. Everything 
is meticulously sourced, 
both original and new ma-
terials, and references to 
the secondary literature. 

For anyone with an 
ancestor who is part 
of this migration, this 
book is a must. It is the 
foundation on which 
future research will be 
built. The inclusion 
of the essay provides 
wonderful context, even 
if the reader has already 
searched for ancestors 
in the earlier volumes. 
For libraries with New 
England collections it 
has to be added to the 
collection, again for the 
updated materials and 
the supporting essay.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The Winthrop Fleet: Massachusetts 
Bay Company Immigrants to New 
England 1629–1630. By Robert 
Charles Anderson. Published 
by New England historic 
genealogical Society, 99 Newbury 
Street, Boston, MA 02116. http://
www.AmericanAncestors.org. 
2012. lxxviii, 833 pp. Index, maps. 
hardcover. $64.95

http://www.americanancestors.org/
http://www.americanancestors.org/
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The Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars began 28 
April 1792 when a French 
Army under the command 
of Marshall Rochembeau 
crossed the border into 
the Austrian Netherlands 
(modern Belgium) and 
ended 18 June 1815 when 
the Duke of Wellington and 
Field Marshall Blucher de-
feated Napoleon Bonaparte 
at the Battle of Waterloo, 
also in modern-day Bel-
gium. This book focuses on 
the soldiers of the British 
army, which grew from 
forty thousand in 1793 to 
two hundred fifty thousand 
by 1813, out of an esti-
mated population of nine 
million. In addition, there 
was a large active militia in 
England designed for home 
service, and as a by-product 
to feed trained men into the 
service. This means most 
family researchers can and 
will, with a little effort, find 
one or more men on their 
family trees who served 
in the army in this period. 
This book does an excellent 
job of putting their experi-
ence into perspective and 
providing some guidance 
on how to research these 
soldiers.

The book begins with 
a brief introduction to the 
original and published 
resources and guides for 
research. It also includes a 
timeline for the key events 
of the war. 

The book is constructed 
around eleven case studies 

describing the experience 
of: soldiers from the 69th 
Regiment drafted to work 
on ships in the Mediter-
ranean fleet (not Royal 
Marines); a solder from 
the 92nd who served in 
Ireland, the low countries, 
Egypt and the Peninsula 
before being taken prisoner; 
a soldier moving from the 
Militia to the 51st serving at 
Walcheren and then in the 
Peninsula leaving a col-
lection of letters; multiple 
soldiers memoirs from the 
famous 95th Rifles; soldiers 
from the King’s German Le-
gion who ended up at Wa-
terloo; the experience of the 
cavalry through men from 
the 7th or Queens Own 
Hussars who were part of 
the retreat at Corunna, and 
after much fighting in the 
Peninsula played a key role 
at Waterloo; two soldiers 
who were part of the Royal 
Artillery; the progression 
through the ranks of a 
career officer in the 17th 
and 30th Foot; the interac-
tion of, and memorials to, 
a gentry family of officers 
who served in India and 
the Peninsula; the women 
who were part of, or who 
followed, the army; and the 
examples of the ‘King’s Hard 
Bargains’ the trouble makers 
and their court martials. 
Through these examples 
the reader gets a sense of 
how widely geographically 
dispersed the British Army 
was during this period, with 
soldiers serving in Eng-

land, Ireland, Egypt, India, 
and much of continental 
Europe. The army was also 
serving in North America 
as part of the War of 1812, 
but there are no examples in 
this book of that campaign.

Each case study puts 
the soldier into historical 
context, providing the big 
picture for the regiment and 
the soldier. However, the 
story is also personalized by 
numerous quotes from let-
ters, diaries, memoirs, and 
reminiscences, from origi-
nal or previously published 
source material. All the case 
studies conclude with a 
section on how the indi-
vidual was researched using 
original records, usually at 
The National Archives, to 
supplement stories from 
other sources. All the 
quotes used in the studies 
are cited in endnotes, but 
the historical context about 
the battles is not sourced. 
There is a brief bibliography 
at the end of the book that 
cites the published memoirs 
and sources used in the case 
studies, with a guide to the 
standard detailed military 
histories of the period. 

If you have found a 
Napoleonic soldier on your 
tree, or are just interested in 
the period, here are some 
excellent case studies on 
how to write about him, 
making his story come 
alive. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

How Your Ancestors Lived: 
Napoleonic Lives – Researching the 
British Soldiers of the Napoleonic 
Wars. By Carole Divall. Published 
by Pen & Sword Family history, 
47 Church Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire S70 2AS, uK. uS 
Distributor: Casemate Publishing, 
1016 Warrior Road, Drexel 
hill, PA 19026. http://www.
casemateathena.com. 2012. 
vii, 188 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $24.95

http://www.casemateathena.com/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
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Terms and geography 
need to be defined for 
best use of this important 
book. “British Indian” 
here refers to British citi-
zens and Europeans who 
worked for the East In-
dian Company (generally 
as officers in the army), 
plus Anglo-Indians of 
mixed descent from the 
union of white British 
or European males and 
Indian women. Those of 
mixed descent were often 
segregated and discrimi-
nated against, yet they 
made an essential con-
tribution to British India 
and are found in most 
British India records. 
Geographically, the area 
covered by this book, 
includes modern-day In-
dia, Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Burma (modern 
Myanmar). Other areas 
that may be encountered 
in India-related records 
are St. Helena, Iraq, 
Iran (formerly Persia), 
Aden, Kuwait, Sri Lanka 
(formerly Ceylon), Sin-
gapore, Malacca, Penang 
Prince of Wales Island, 
Java, Sumatra (Bencoolen 
/ Fort Marlborough) 
and China (Macao and 
Whampoa). In reality 
this means most places 
east of the Cape of Good 
Hope that had British 
connections. 

The book covers the 
time period of 1600, 
when the East India 
Company received its 

Royal Charter from 
Queen Elizabeth I, to the 
present. It begins with 
a chapter on how to get 
started, which is actually 
a must read, especially 
for North American 
researchers, because even 
though the majority of 
the records needed will 
be in England, they are 
not in the places even 
most English research-
ers would expect to look. 
The largest collection 
of original material is 
the India Office Records 
at the British Library, 
with other collections at 
The National Archives, 
National Army Museum, 
National Maritime Mu-
seum, School of Oriental 
and African Studies, or 
the Society of Genealo-
gists, all in London, with 
a few other collections 
scattered around the 
British Isles and India. 
The most important soci-
ety is, Families in Brit-
ish India Society, which 
provides lots of indexes, 
resources, and an excel-
lent wiki. 

The following three 
chapters present the in-
creasing role of the East 
India Company from 
1600 through the Indian 
Mutiny in 1857, its sub-
sequent loss of control to 
the British government 
and the period of the 
British Raj from 1857 
through independence 
in 1947. The focus is on 

historical context, but the 
voluminous record col-
lections applicable to the 
period and their location 
are highlighted. 

The next five chapters 
focus on five aspects of 
the Indian life where the 
British were heavily in-
volved, and which created 
most of the records of the 
British Indians. These are: 
the servicemen and wom-
en of the East India Com-
pany’s Armies, the Indian 
Army, the British Army 
in India and the Royal 
Indian Air Force; mer-
chants and ships; religion, 
cemeteries and schools; 
railways; and probate 
records. Key throughout 
these chapters is the clear 
defining of what records 
and indexes to examine, 
and where. They identify 
which resources are avail-
able online, which are 
published and available 
for purchase, and what 
will need to be examined 
in person or onsite. Each 
of the groups of people 
and their records is also 
placed into historical 
context. A closing chapter 
addresses Indian inde-
pendence and life after 
1947. Throughout the 
book there are a num-
ber of short case studies 
showcasing the biograph-
ical information and lives 
that can be reconstructed 
from the records of our 
British Indian ancestors.

India developed from 

Tracing Your British Indian 
Ancestors: A Guide for Family 
Historians. By Emma Jolly. 
Published by Pen & Sword 
Family history, 47 Church Street, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 
2AS, uK. uS Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel hill, PA 19026. http://
www.casemateathena.com. 2012. 
xviii, 184 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $24.95

http://www.casemateathena.com/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
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Tracing Your Service Women 
Ancestors: A guide for Family 
historians. By Mary Ingham. 
Published by Pen & Sword 
Family history, 47 Church Street, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 
2AS, uK. uS Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel hill, PA 19026. http://
www.casemateathena.com. 
2012. xviii, 204 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Softcover. $29.95

This guide focuses on 
researching the women 
who worked alongside 
the armed forces from 
the 1840s through the 
1920s, the period for 
which the records are 
generally in the public 
domain. It was 1840 
when Queen Victoria’s 
Royal Warrant first 
approved the hiring of 
women into the armed 
services as army school-
mistresses. By 1870 there 
were twenty thousand 
army children world-
wide being taught in 172 
schools. It is with this, 
the oldest group that 
the book begins. The 
remainder of the book is 
divided into two major 
sections covering the: 
nursing and medical ser-
vices of the army, navy 
and air force; plus the 
women’s auxiliary ser-
vices. Among the medi-
cal services section there 
is information for those 
researching service dur-
ing the Crimean War and 
the South African War, 

but the bulk of the book 
focuses on those serving 
during World War I.

The first surprise for 
me was just how many 
different services there 
were, making it harder to 
correctly identify where 
a female ancestor may 
have served. The sheer 
number of groups also 
means there are some 
space limitations for 
what can be included in a 
book like this. However, 
this is a very practical 
guide that certainly fills 
a need. For each service 
the book includes some 
history and organization-
al context, a description 
of what life was like, the 
uniforms worn, casual-
ties suffered, recognition 
of service awarded, and 
research sources. Most 
of the chapters include 
photographs of the 
women in uniform, thus 
providing the researcher 
with visual guidance to 
the various branches of 
service where women 
served. Each chapter also 

highlights what records 
are available, online or 
in archives, or are still 
held by the Ministry 
of Defence. (However, 
there are some groups, 
like the Women’s Land 
Army, where officially, 
little has survived, and 
county record officers, 
local heritage centers, 
and newspapers will 
need to be examined to 
put the ancestors into 
context and potentially 
find something on an 
individual.)

This is a unique, and 
perhaps, the only re-
source for families whose 
female ancestors served 
in support of the armed 
forces. It provides both 
context and guidance to 
the researcher. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

a company outpost into 
the crown in the British 
Empire with many indi-
viduals over the centuries 
from the British Isles 
serving in its govern-
ment, its military, or 
developing its industry. 
Many have ancestors who 
moved there temporar-

ily or permanently. This 
well-written research 
guide is a must for any-
one seeking to explore 
their British Indian con-
nections. It would make 
a welcome additional 
to broad geographical 
collections, as it cov-
ers a part of the world 

for which there is little 
research guidance avail-
able, at least in North 
America. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.casemateathena.com/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
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Dictionary of Dublin Dissent: 
Dublin’s Protestant Dissenting 
Meeting Houses 1660–1920. By 
Steven C. Smyrl. Published by A. 
& A. Farmer Ltd., 78 Ranelagh 
Village, Dublin 6, Ireland. http://
aafarmar.ie/. 2009. xv, 358 pp. 
Index. Softcover. €40.

The first signs of Prot-
estant dissent in Dublin 
were in the early seven-
teenth century where 
James Usher, Archbishop 
of Armagh (1625–56), 
tolerated ministers with 
Presbyterian leanings 
within the Church of 
Ireland. This changed 
with the arrival in 1633 
of Thomas Wentworth, 
as Lord Deputy, and the 
resulting shift so that the 
Church of Ireland be-
came more like the Eng-
lish established church 
with its high church 
Arminianism. With the 
Cromwellian period in 
mid-century, Protestant 
dissenting congregations 
of Independents, Bap-
tists, and Presbyterians, 
all Calvanists, began to 
form, meeting in private 
homes or former Angli-
can churches. The Quak-
ers, or Society of Friends, 
were also active, though 
in this period they had a 
reputation of extremism, 
and were both unpopular 
and distrusted. It was not 
until the early eighteenth 
century that they were 
trusted for their integri-
ty, demonstrated through 
solid business practices. 
There is also the arrival 
of a French Huguenot 
community, which grew 
and formed both con-
forming and non-con-
forming congregations. 
In the latter years of the 
seventeenth century and 

opening decades of the 
eighteenth century, there 
were periods of cautious 
toleration and open 
hostility with the civil 
authorities, changing 
only with the Toleration 
Acts of 1718 and 1727. 
In the mid-eighteenth 
century, the Lutherans, 
Moravians, and Meth-
odists arrive, with the 
latter having the biggest 
impact on the city. The 
nineteenth century saw 
a large growth in the 
diversity of Protestant 
non-conformity in the 
city, but growth was of-
ten short-lived as people 
moved from one group 
to the other.

After setting the 
scene, this book exam-
ines the major groups 
and time periods in 
Dublin’s history. Ma-
jor chapters address 
the Presbyterians and 
Methodists with all their 
different sub-groups. 
Other denominations 
are grouped by the time 
period in which they 
flourished, with chapters 
for the seventeenth, eigh-
teenth, and nineteenth 
centuries and through 
1922 with independence 
and the general decline 
that followed. These 
chapters cover how and 
where in the city each 
denomination grew, 
thrived, and generally 
declined or disappeared. 
Besides the major de-

nomination, they cover 
the familiar groups such 
as the Baptists, Quak-
ers, and Huguenots, and 
also the less well-known 
groups, such as the Kel-
lyites, Walkerites, White 
Quakers, Christian 
Brethren Assemblies, 
and more. 

For the genealogist, 
the goldmine is in the 
forty pages of appendi-
ces, the largest of which 
identifies all surviving 
records from all the dis-
senting congregations. It 
is not just the baptism, 
marriage, and burial reg-
isters, but includes: reg-
isters of services; minute 
books; accounts; cash 
books; committee min-
utes and account books; 
communion rolls; pew 
rent registers; church 
visitor books; annual re-
ports; bequest and fund 
accounts; school admis-
sion, and account and 
minute books. In other 
words, Smyrl has tried 
to identify all surviving 
records of the congrega-
tion, giving the dates of 
coverage, and important-
ly where they are located 
(local custody, Presbyte-
rian Historical Society, 
Public Record Office of 
Northern Ireland, Wesley 
Historical Society of 
Ireland, etc.). Additional 
appendices identify: 
chapels on the Methodist 
circuits, including time 
periods; marriage leg-

http://aafarmar.ie/
http://aafarmar.ie/
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Jamestown People to 1800: 
Landowners, Public Officials, 
Minorities, and Native Leaders. By 
Martha W. McCartney. Published by 
genealogical Publishing Company, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211. http://www.
genealogical.com. 2012. xxxix, 514 
pp. Softcover. $39.95

The biographies in-
cluded in this volume 
fall into two categories: 
the Jamestown Island 
landowners and residents 
through 1800, whether 
enslaved or free; and 
the public officials such 
as governors, members 
of the Council of State, 
burgesses, and Native 
Americans who visited 
Jamestown, Virginia’s 
capital through 1699. 
The biographies grew out 
of a major archaeologi-
cal study of the area as 
part of the preparations 
for the four hundredth 
anniversary of America’s 
first permanent English 
settlement. The au-
thor acknowledges that 
extensive bibliographies 
of the early Jamestown 
settlers were published in 
her 2007 volume Virginia 
Immigrants and Adven-
turers1607–1635: A Bio-
graphical Dictionary and 
thus are often shortened 
in this volume, although 
more recent research 
may have added to what 
was known about them. 
Unfortunately even when 
the biographical entry is 

exactly the same in the 
two volumes, the earlier 
volume is given as the 
source of the informa-
tion, meaning it has to 
be referenced to find the 
origins of the biographi-
cal information. This 
is not a good practice. 
One other change in this 
volume is that married 
women are likely to be 
only mentioned within 
the biographical entry 
of their husbands, rather 
than having separate 
entries as many did in 
the 2007 volume. Luckily, 
a good index to mar-
ried and maiden names 
will catch most of these 
women.

The introduction 
provides a summary of 
the five different tidewa-
ter regions, plus a history 
of the development of 
the original counties 
and their immediate 
descendants. To put the 
biographical sketches 
into context, an essay on 
the history of Jamestown 
is provided, describing: 
early settlement; interac-
tion, tensions and fight-
ing with the Indians; the 

economy with its need 
for workers; the evolv-
ing role of government 
and its rise to being the 
state capital; changing 
life through the period 
of the Commonwealth 
and Restoration, and the 
Anglo-Dutch wars; the 
impact of Bacon’s Rebel-
lion; and the move of the 
state capital, the towns 
decline, and consolida-
tion into larger planta-
tions. This is excellent 
background reading for 
any study of the area. 

This book is more 
geographically focused 
than the author’s 2007 
volume, focusing on 
Jamestown Island, but 
includes individuals 
from outside the area 
and covers a much longer 
time frame. For anyone 
with pre-1635 ancestors, 
this book will need to be 
examined to see what is 
new, but it must be used 
in conjunction with the 
2007 volume to identify 
original sources. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

islation as they relate to 
recording of marriages, 
and the registering of the 
places where marriages 
could be performed; and 
list of useful addresses. 
The book includes an 
extensive bibliography 

of published and manu-
script sources. 

This book would 
make a welcome addition 
to any Irish genealogical 
collections, and for those 
who know or suspect 
they have Dublin dis-

senters it is a must both 
for historical context and 
identification of surviv-
ing records.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Note: Book info appears on page 40.

http://www.genealogical.com/
http://www.genealogical.com/
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The Air Force was in its 
infancy during the Ko-
rean War, and its lack of 
engineering units created 
an opportunity for the 
Army’s 822nd Engineer 
Aviation Battalion (EAB) 
to serve with them as 
support. Such Army 
engineering units were 
known as SCARWAF, or 
Special Category Army 
Reassigned With Air 
Force. Engineers built 
and maintained runways 
and air bases, provid-
ing the Air Force criti-
cal support. The book 
focuses on the 822nd’s 
work from 1950 to 1954 
at the Taegu air base, also 
known as K-2. Air bases 
in Korea were named 
and numbered, but many 
Americans referred to 
them by numbers due 
to unfamiliarity with 
Korean place names.

Tutt Lambert served 
in the 822nd at Taegu. 
He returned to Korea 
after the war, both in ser-
vice and after discharge. 
Lambert’s firsthand 
knowledge of operations, 
his anecdotes, as well as 
interviews with and pho-
tographs from fellow sol-
diers and officers helped 
him amass information 
for this unit history. An 
officer’s diary provided 
details of the war, the 
unit’s role at Taegu, and 
their movements after 
they left K-2.

Lambert addresses 
daily life and work, and 
touches on topics such 
as the role of African 
Americans in engineer 
units and integration 
in the armed forces, 
the troops’ support of 
orphanages, the hazards 
of work, and losses to en-
gineers and combat per-
sonnel. An incomplete 
listing of lost aircraft 
and lost pilots flying out 
of K-2, some of whom 
survived, includes short 
biographical sketches. 
Several aircraft that 
crashed near Taegu are 
included. The author’s 
goal to paint a picture of 
a soldier’s daily life in the 
822nd and the war was 
attained. 

The book’s chronolog-
ical sequence works well. 
Maps and photographs 
aid in understanding lo-
cations and illustrate the 
unit’s camaraderie. Brief 
biographical sketches of 
the 822nd EAB’s officers 
from 1950 to 1954 are 
useful for those investi-
gating the personal side 
of the unit. Some bio-
graphical text is stilted. 
More than one service 
member’s mother was 
described as a stay-at-
home-mom (p. 184 and 
others), a likely reference 
to earlier census entries 
indicating an occupa-
tion of keeping house; 
more sources would have 

enriched the biographies. 
Unfortunately, facts, even 
in biographical sketches, 
are not source-cited. 
The preface mentions 
several types of records 
consulted, but they are 
not always linked to later 
text. Useful items include 
a partial roster of the 
822nd and an index con-
taining names, places, 
and units.

This book provides 
great background for 
those interested in the 
Korean War, air base 
operations, K-2 Taegu, 
army engineering units, 
or the 822nd specifically. 
Minor copy editing er-
rors are unfortunate, but 
do not detract from the 
quality of the informa-
tion. The author should 
address source-citations 
in future editions.

Debra Mieszala
Libertyville, Illinois

The Men of K-2 In the Forgotten 
War. By Tutt Lambert. Published 
by Little Miami Publishing 
Company, P.O. Box 588, Milford, 
Oh 45150. http://www.
littlemiamibooks.com. 2011. xiv, 
282 pp. glossary, illustrations, 
index, maps, glossary. Softcover. 
$22.50. 

http://www.littlemiamibooks.com/
http://www.littlemiamibooks.com/
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In 1894, Frederick 
W. Keil published the 
Thirty-Fifth Ohio, A 
Narrative of Service from 
August, 1861 to 1864. 
Keil had been an of-
ficer in Company C of 
the regiment and, as did 
many veterans of other 
regiments, became the 
official chronicler. Often 
modern readers of Civil 
War history will lament 
that a more recent author 
retreads the ground al-
ready walked by a veter-
an of a regiment, asking 
“what could anyone write 
now that wasn’t already 
important enough to be 
written by someone who 
served in the regiment?” 
In the case of Fugitt’s 
work on the Thirty-fifth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
the answer is “plenty.”

Fugitt takes the his-
tory that Keil and his 
comrades in the regi-
ment wove together to 
remember their war 
years and adds to it the 
trove of data now avail-
able, but which veterans 
did not have. Looking 
into pensions, newspa-
pers, official reports, 
period letters and other 
sources of information 
that a diligent researcher 
can now access, he adds 
to the story of a regiment 
that today is little known 
but deserves so much 
more.

The 35th OVI was 
raised under Colonel 
Ferdinand Van Derveer 
in the excitement of 1861 
when the idea of war was 
still new to the nation. 
Initially attached to the 
Army of Ohio, the regi-
ment participated in the 
occupation of Kentucky, 
and while their early 
period of service com-
prised much movement 
and potential for conflict 
with the enemy, this time 
did more to add to the 
building of the regiment 
as a unit than to its de-
sire for glory. Fugitt does 
an excellent job of taking 
the regiment through 
this period in a way that 
shows it coming together 
as a unit, the problems 
the men faced, and the 
frustration of not being 
involved in the battles 
that were then making 
the news. Interweaving 
the thoughts and ac-
tivities of the men along 
with the larger picture, a 
clear view of the regi-
ment’s life emerges.

The frustrating lack 
of combat would end on 
19 September 1863 when 
the Battle of Chickam-
auga showed the men of 
the regiment what war 
was really like. As Fugitt 
notes, the regiment “was 
defined by its experience 
at Chickamauga.” Of 391 
men and officers it took 

into battle on that first 
day, half would be lost. 
In the thick of things and 
at one point out of am-
munition and defending 
a key position with only 
the bayonet, every man 
of the regiment would 
point to those two days 
with pride for the rest of 
their days.

The 35th OVI would 
actively continue in the 
western theatre through 
the Atlanta campaign 
of 1864, mustering out 
in August of that year. 
Fugitt takes the regiment 
through this period and 
then into the postwar 
years, where the men re-
fight the battles in news-
papers and reunions, 
helping to remember 
their regiment and its 
sacrifices at Chickam-
auga. These years and 
the efforts of the men are 
as well-documented and 
told as the war-time his-
tory of the regiment was.

For the genealo-
gist and the Civil War 
aficionado, Fugitt’s work 
is highly recommended. 
There is much to learn 
between its covers about 
the men who made up 
the Thirty-fifth Ohio, as 
well as the common ex-
perience of the soldier in 
the Civil War. Best of all, 
it is simply a good read.

Marc Storch,
De Forest, Wisconsin

Fantastic Shadows Upon the 
Ground, The Thirty-fifth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War. 
By greg Fugitt. Published by Little 
Miami Publishing Company, P. 
O. Box 588, Milford, Oh 45150. 
http://www.littlemiamibooks.
com. 2012. 415 pp., Illustrations, 
index, maps. Softcover. $32.50

http://www.littlemiamibooks.com/
http://www.littlemiamibooks.com/
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Here is a practical refer-
ence guide that everyone 
with Georgia ancestry 
will want to own. I 
like the way this book 
is arranged with the 
researcher in mind. The 
first chapter describes the 
federal and state sources 
in Georgia, describing 
what will be found in the 
major repositories, such 
as the National Archives 
at Atlanta, the Georgia 
State Archives, and some 
of the other statewide 
repositories, continuing 
by identifying specific 
sources, such as: guides 
and bibliographies; maps; 
biographical source 
directories; fraternal 
organizations; special 
resources for women; 
newspapers and news-
paper indexes; cemeter-
ies; church records and 
religious newspapers; and 
miscellaneous sources. 
This chapter is great if 
you have some experi-
ence and know what you 

need to or should be 
looking at.

The second chapter is 
arranged by time period, 
in reverse chronological 
order, which is the way 
one should do research. 
The periods are: modern 
era, 1917-present; pre-
modern, 1872–1917; re-
construction, 1866–1872; 
Civil War, 1861–1865; 
antebellum, 1812–1860; 
early republic, 1783–1811; 
revolution, 1776–1782; 
colonial, 1733–1775 and 
1779–1782. This section 
really helps the researcher 
focus on what records are 
applicable to the specific 
need, and what records, 
publications and resources 
will be of assistance in 
that search. 

The third chapter 
focuses on the counties, 
county records, and local 
history sources. This sec-
tion includes a listing for 
each county, identifying: 
county seat; creation date 
and whether from another 

county or Indian lands; 
when and how land was 
first distributed (lottery, 
headrights, etc.); begin-
ning dates of superior 
court, probate records 
and tax digests; and major 
published records. The 
final brief chapter identi-
fies genealogical societies 
and periodicals, libraries, 
and repositories.

This up-to-date re-
search guide highlights 
what records are available, 
where they are, and what 
extracts, indexes, or ex-
planatory materials have 
been published, all aimed 
at making the research 
process easier and thus 
more successful. If you 
have Georgia connections 
you will want to keep this 
book handy. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The book opens with a 
short introductory es-
say on the Scots in the 
Chesapeake, with the 
first, for whom there is 
documentary evidence, 
being William Douglas 
in 1621. There were only 
small numbers of Scots 
until Oliver Cromwell 
exiled nine hundred 
Scots prisoners of war to 
Virginia and Maryland 

around 1650. Mercantile 
ties to the area existed 
by 1627, but these were 
officially severed by the 
Navigation Acts of the 
1660s which made trade 
between Scotland and 
the English colonies 
illegal; nevertheless, 
significant smuggling did 
occur. From the 1660s, 
Scotland, like England, 
transported its criminals, 

religious and politi-
cal undesirables to the 
American plantations. 
The 1707 political union 
between Scotland and 
England ended trade 
restrictions and some 
of the Scottish burghs, 
especially Glasgow 
significantly increased 
trading ties to the region. 
The Jacobite Rebellions 
in 1715 and 1745 saw 

Georgia Research: A Handbook 
for Genealogists, Historians, 
Archivists, Lawyers, Librarians, 
and Other Researchers. Second 
Edition. By Robert S. Davis and 
Ted O. Brooke. Published by the 
georgia genealogical Society, P.O. 
Box 550247, Atlanta, gA 30355. 
http://www.gagensociety.org. 
2012. xxii, 302 pp. Illustrations, 
index, maps. Softcover. $40.

Note: Book info appears on page 40.

http://www.gagensociety.org/
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shiploads of prisoners 
being transported to 
the region. This varied 
history means that the 
Chesapeake region con-
tains Scots from all levels 
of society who settled 
temporarily or perma-
nently in the region.

The body of the book 
takes individuals, one 
at a time, starting with 
the name of each in bold 
capitals. Identifying 
information is provided 
which may include a year 
and place of birth; arrival 
in Virginia or Mary-
land; reason for migra-
tion, such as prisoner 
or indentured servant; 
possibly the name of the 
ship; a possible date of 
death; and always at least 
one source reference. 

This book expands on 
the author’s 1992 edition, 
identifying additional 
people, and provid-
ing more references. A 
number of important 

institutions have changed 
names in the interven-
ing years and appropri-
ately the source refer-
ences have been updated; 
however, some source 
citation codes have been 
changed even for pub-
lished resources. Close 
examination of entries 
in the opening pages 
show for people in both 
volumes: new source 
citations; citations in the 
first edition not replicat-
ed in this revised edition; 
and typographical errors 
in the citations. 

As with many of Dob-
son’s books, the identifi-
cation of many individu-
als may just provide the 
clue you need to get back 
across the Atlantic. With 
this volume, the addi-
tional names and refer-
ences make it a useful re-
search tool. The shorter 
time period covered, 
and potential reference 
errors means you can’t 

eliminate the first edition 
from the shelf, you have 
to keep both editions. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Scots on the Chesapeake 
1621–1776. Revised Edition. 
By David Dobson. Published 
by genealogical Publishing 
Company, 3600 Clipper Mill Road, 
Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211. 
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2012. xiii, 203 pp. Softcover. 
$24.95

http://www.genealogical.com/
http://www.nowastepublishing.com
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to a society bylaws review and 
the FGS Insurance Program.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 
articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

Number of members Price

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Spring Issue January 1 January 15 April 15
Summer Issue April 1 April 15 July 15
Fall Issue July 1 July 15 October 15
Winter Issue October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie Carbonetti.
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