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Looking towards the future can be 
a scary proposition for some, while 
others relish the chance to put their 
plans in motion. With 2014 nearly 
breathing down our backs, now is 
the time to start looking forward, 
and for many individuals, myself 
included, that means creating or 
purchasing a calendar to help keep 
track of the days ahead. When 
you think about it, a calendar is 
more than just knowing what day 
it is. In an article on the history of 
calendars, L.E. Doggett wrote, “The 
common theme of calendar mak-

ing is the desire to organize units 
of time to satisfy the needs and 
preoccupations of society. In addi-
tion to serving practical purposes, 
the process of organization provides 
a sense, however illusory, of under-
standing and controlling time itself.” 
Although we can’t control time, 
we can plan, and in this issue of 
FORUM, Amy Coffin explores the 
use of another type of calendar—an 
editorial calendar—to help plan for 
your blog’s content in the New Year. 
If you are not a blogger, but you do 
edit a newsletter, either for your 

company, your so-
ciety, or your fam-
ily association, the 
ideas expressed in 
Coffin’s column 
are just as ap-
plicable because 
it directly speaks 
to planning 
content for any type of publication, 
whether in print or electronic. Matt 
and I hope you enjoy this issue and 
we look forward to planning and 
producing great content for you in 
2014.

From the Editor

Sue Zacharias
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The War of 1812 Pension and Bounty Land 
Files in the National Archives are being digitized 
and placed online for FREE! A Bicentennial 
project led by the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies in conjunction with Fold3, Ancestry.
com and the National Archives. Help make this 
$3.7M dollar project a reality by the end of the 
War of 1812 Bicentennial in 2015!

To take an image of each pension page costs 
approximately .45 cents.  Every dollar you 
contribute preserves two images of these 
precious documents for future generations. In 
addition, Ancestry.com has generously offered 
to match all contributions, so now each dollar 
contributed will digitize four pages. With 7.2 
million images, there is much to do and you can 
help us make a difference!

IF YOU…
•	 Love history and its precious records
•	 Have an ancestor who served in the War
•	 Support historical records being made 

available for FREE
•	 Believe in preserving the history of the 

United States of America
•	 Are a friend of the National Archives of the 

United States
•	 Support public or private partnerships in 

government to reduce taxes
•	 Want your children and grand-children to 

have a meaningful historical experience

THEN JOIN US in this effort to Preserve the 
Pensions of the 180,000 soldiers who served in 
the War of 1812!

To learn more or to contribute go to: www.fgs.org
To view the FREE images already online, go to:

http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions/

PrESErvE THE PENSIONS
war OF 1812

http://www.fgs.org
http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions
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Jumpstarting Your  
Society’s New Year D. Joshua Taylor

By D. Joshua Taylor, FGS President

As the weather changes and we look towards 
another year, it is easy to become swept up 
in the array of holiday tasks and gatherings 

that are upon us. Many of our societies postpone 
their meetings for the month of December—or hold 
a gathering for their members to commemorate the 
season’s festivities. In the midst of these activities it is 
easy to overlook our planning for 2014 and beyond. 
While our speakers and general activities might be 
set for the first few months of 2016, it is important 
for our societies to take a high-level overview of what 
they desire to accomplish in 2014.

Where do you start? Consider taking a look 
at each committee and/or activity area within the 
organization. Review what was accomplished during 
2013, and gather any ideas that were generated during 
meetings or events. Ensuring that the key functions of 
that committee are included, create a list of goals to be 
completed during 2014. Depending upon the orga-
nization, it might work well to create and discuss the 
goals as a committee, or as an entire board. Now is the 
chance to try something new—or adjust an existing 
function to better serve your customers.

When crafting goals, consider how success can be 
measured—and ensure that some form of account-
ability is also included. Writing down a list of goals is 
only the first step, it can be essential to find someone to 
take ownership over each item. For new ideas, consider 
finding a “champion” within your society, someone who 
will provide timely updates to the board and work with 
other members of the society towards success. Breaking 
goals down by committee or activity area allows leaders 
to engage chairs and others within the organization with 
a specific action plan—and leads to an easy benchmark 
for the overall success of an individual committee or 
activity. This “jumpstart” will enable your board, and 
your entire organization, to start work from the begin-
ning of the year (rather than having to wait until things 
“get going again” within the group). Work with society 

leaders, members, and committee members to ensure 
goals complement other activity areas and contribute to 
the overall success of the society.

Consider publically sharing your goals with society 
members, other society leaders, and the larger genealogi-
cal community. Where should you share your goals? Post 
them to your society’s social media assets (Facebook, 
Twitter, Google+) and also in your publications, online 
forums, and your society’s website. We can all learn from 
one another, and sharing our aspirations is an important 
first step to building stronger organizations.

Until next year,
Joshua
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by Julie Cahill Tarr

revitalize Your

The old adage “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” is a mis-
conception. Just because something is not fully 
broken, it does not mean it is in proper working 

order. In most cases, we do not realize something is dys-
functional, until of course, it is too late or “broken.”

In today’s world, genealogical societies are finding 
it hard to sustain due to forces beyond their control, 
such as economic climate, technological advances, and 
aging leadership. Even though it may not be evident on 
the surface, your society could very well be struggling 
to stay afloat. Therefore, it is important for the society’s 
current leadership to take a long hard look at itself to 

determine if the society is in proper working order and 
if not, find solutions to repair it.

In this article you will learn about some of the ob-
stacles societies are facing today, as well as strategies to 
overcome them. In addition to the strategies provided, 
you are challenged to be creative and innovative in find-
ing other solutions that will work for your society.

You need to remember that your society is a service-
oriented business. Your members are your customers. 
If you do not provide them with a meaningful service, 
they will not invest in the society, which can threaten 
your overall mission.



Membership benefits
Due to our current economic situation, 
many people are reevaluating how they 
spend their money. Over the past few years 
I have heard many genealogists say they 
are being very critical when it comes to 
joining a society or renewing their mem-
berships. Many are asking the question 
“What’s in it for me?” and when the an-
swer is nothing, they do not join or renew.

The key strategy here is to make sure 
your society is providing worthwhile 
membership benefits that will attract and 
retain members, despite economic hard-
ship. Following are some examples of ben-
efits you could implement to supplement 
your current offerings:
•	 Newsletter and/or scholarly journal
•	 Discounted prices on publications, services, and 

events
•	 Regular meetings, programs, and workshops
•	 Special members-only events
•	 Access to indexes/records via a members-only website
•	 Free admission to affiliated museums or archives

Serial publications
Many societies are trying to manage the cost of benefits 
without increasing membership dues. One area of con-
cern relates to the serial publications, such as a newslet-
ter or journal, which can be expensive to produce and 
mail. In addition to the financial aspect, there is a time 
commitment involved and sometimes it is hard to find 
the right person with not only the time, but the skills to 
produce a quality publication. To combat some of these 
challenges, and still provide serial publications as part of 
your membership benefits, consider the following ideas:
•	 Combine your newsletter and journal into one pub-

lication that provides both society/genealogy news 
and scholarly articles.

•	 Provide an electronic version that can be distributed 
via e-mail or your website.

•	 Switch publication schedules from monthly to bi-
monthly, or from quarterly to semi-annually.

•	 Seek assistance from skilled graphic designers and 
writers from within your membership or contact a 
local college for students looking for projects to build 
their portfolios.

•	 Replace or supplement your newsletter with a blog.1

Publicity
Genealogical societies can be hard to find, especially 
for the beginning genealogist, who may be unaware 
these types of societies exist. Even seasoned genealo-
gists may not be aware of your existence. There are 
many ways to spread the word about your society that 
can reach not only a local audience, but a national 
audience. In addition to introducing people to your 
society, you are publicizing genealogy in general. Con-
sider these ideas:
•	 Develop a professional image that includes a logo, 

stationery, membership brochure, and other public-
ity items. If you do not have a member with these 
skills, consider hiring a graphic designer or contact 
the local college for a graphic design student.

•	 Hold workshops in conjunction with your local 
libraries.

•	 Highlight events, special projects, and accomplish-
ments in local newspapers.

•	 Ask local libraries, museums, and archives to display 
your membership brochures or event flyers.

•	 Create an online presence that includes a combina-
tion of a traditional website and social media tools 
such as a blog, Facebook, or Twitter.

•	 Advertise your society’s events and published books 
in genealogical or historical society newsletters or 
journals; think local and national.

•	 Sponsor relevant events in your community.

Back to TOC
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Website
Finding members with the skills to create and/or man-
age a website can be difficult. Initial setup can be time 
consuming and no one may be willing to accept the 
challenge. At the same time, societies recognize that if 
they are going to reach new members, especially those 
well-versed in technology, they should probably have a 
basic website with general information about the society, 
contact information, and how to join. Following are 
some solutions to consider:
•	 Outsource your website to a company with the 

knowledge and skills to keep it viable. Some compa-
nies will even set it up so that you manage all of the 
content on your own through an easy-to-use tool.

•	 Seek technical assistance from your children (or 
grandchildren) and local high school or college 
students who may be looking for volunteer opportu-
nities.

•	 Maintain a blog instead of a traditional website. Most 
blogging tools are free, easy to maintain, and do not 
require much technical know-how.

Meetings
Competing schedules and priorities sometimes make 
it impractical for members to attend all society meet-
ings and events. And although the social climate has 
changed, allowing genealogists to network and collabo-
rate virtually via the Internet, there is still a need for 
face-to-face interaction. Additionally, most genealogi-
cal societies exist for the purpose of education. Society 
meetings and events offer the perfect blend of social-
izing and education, both of which are important for ge-
nealogists. To ensure you are providing this service, and 
to maximize attendance, consider the following ideas:
•	 Select topics that are of interest to your members. 

If most of your local members do not have roots in 
your area, focus on broader topics versus local his-
tory or local families.

•	 Ask your members to suggest topics and speakers for 
your meetings. This takes some responsibility off the 
program planner and allows the members to have a 
voice in what they would like to see.

•	 Consider holding meetings at different times or on 
different days to appeal to varying degree of mem-

If your society has the resources to implement 
some new and innovative ideas, you might 
want to explore the following:

• Develop a members-only website that allows 
access to searchable databases, indexes, and 
digital images of records.

• Supplement your in-person meetings with 
webinars, which are online meetings that 
can be conducted live and made available 
afterward at your discretion.

• Explore print-on-demand options, such as 
lulu and Blurb, for your published books. 
Some companies allow you to sell electronic 
versions in addition to hardcopies.

Feeling ambitious?



bers. For example, if your meetings are usually held 
on Tuesday evenings, try replacing one meeting 
with a daytime meeting and another with a Saturday 
meeting.

•	 Hold a joint meeting or event with another genea-
logical society or even a local historical society.

•	 Welcome all new members and visitors in atten-
dance. This means personally going up to them, say-
ing hello, and engaging in small talk. This goes a long 
way to make people feel welcome in a group.

Special projects
Many genealogical societies work tirelessly to preserve 
and index records. Sometimes it is difficult to find these 
dedicated volunteers to work on such projects, but it is 
possible. Consider some of these ideas:
•	 Publicize your active projects to your membership. 

They cannot help if they are not aware such projects 
exist. And do not forget your local community; you 
could appeal to people who may be interested in 
areas outside of genealogy, such as local history or 
military research.

•	 Ask your members what types of projects they would 
like the society to work on. When members play a 
role in this decision, they are more likely to volun-
teer when the time comes. They may even chair the 
project and help get it off the ground.

•	 Co-sponsor a project with another organization, 
such as a local historical society or local chapter of 
a lineage society; even consider 4-H and Scouts to 
get youth involved. This allows for a larger volunteer 
pool and may lead to an interest in genealogy.

Leadership
Probably one of the biggest challenges facing most 
genealogical societies is aging leadership. These wonder-
ful people have dedicated many hours to run the society, 
and in some cases, may have been doing so since the 
society’s inception many years ago. While these leaders 
are dedicated to their work, we need to face the reality 
that we need to bring in younger members in order to 
carry our societies into the next generation and survive. 
Although succession planning is a challenging endeavor, 
it is possible. Consider the following:
•	 Recruit younger members and get them involved in 

the board, committees, or projects. This may mean 

targeting younger members in your membership 
promotion and publicity activities. And, yes, it does 
mean relinquishing some of the power to begin the 
transition of handing over the reins.

•	 Create a three-to-five-year strategic plan that out-
lines the goals of the society and ideas on how to 
achieve those goals. This plan should be continuously 
reviewed and updated and will serve as an evolving 
roadmap for future leaders.

•	 Ensure policies and procedures are in place and 
documented. There is nothing worse than wasting 
time trying to figure out how to do something and 
essentially reinventing the wheel—this time could be 
better spent on fulfilling the goals of the society.

Final thoughts
While the concept of change may seem overwhelm-
ing, it is a necessary evil. Use these ideas as a stepping 
stone to revitalize your society. Do only what is aligned 
with your society’s overall purposes to better serve your 
members. Even if your society wants to implement 
some major changes, create a plan to assist in carrying 
them out. And do not try to do everything at once; this 
is where a strategic plan will be helpful in laying the 
groundwork for immediate and future changes.

Julie Cahill Tarr spent several years preparing and imple-
menting organizational change management strategies in 
the corporate world and has assisted genealogical societ-
ies with revising their bylaws, policies, and procedures. 
She currently serves as the Quarterly Editor and Educa-
tion Committee Chair for the Illinois State Genealogical 
Society. You can find Julie at her genealogy blog, Julie’s 
Genealogy & History Hub (http://genealogy.julietarr.com/
blog) or contact her at geneajulie@gmail.com. 

Endnotes
1 Short for web log, a blog is a type of website that consists of 

regular entries (a.k.a., posts) similar to a journal or diary. Many 
businesses and organizations use blogs to keep customers up-
to-date on news, events, product/service offerings, and other 
items of interest. For more information on genealogical society 
blogs, consult the following two articles written by Amy Coffin, 
“Should Your Genealogical Society Have a Blog?” (via World 
Vital Records Family History Bulletin, http://bit.ly/fhb-blog) 
and “25 Great Ideas for Genealogy Society Blogs” (via WeTree, 
http://bit.ly/25ideas).
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by Eric C.m. Basir

When it comes to digital photography, I often 
assume that everyone knows the fundamen-
tals. I am often incorrect. For example, I 

recently had a conversation with a genealogist at the 2013 
Polish Genealogical Society of America’s conference. Like 
this particular genealogist, I find that many individuals 
still do not understand the differences between copying 
or scanning a photo. Hopefully this primer will help.

Copy
Copying a photograph simply means replicating a pho-
tographic print onto another piece of paper. This method 
allows one to have images to display in place of valuable 
originals and is a useful form of archiving if:
•	 You give copies to others so that the prints reside in a 

location other than your home. This way, if your home 
is ever destroyed, you will know where a copy exists, 
ensuring an image’s preservation;

•	 You make a high-quality laser or inkjet copy in either 
color or black and white. Keep in mind that a simple 
black and white photocopy will not only flatten out the 
gray tones, but details of the image’s subject as well.

Scan
A scan is not a copy. Let me explain. When a photograph-
ic print or transparency (color, black and white, negative/

and Files

Copies,
Scans,

What you need to know



Back to TOC

12   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 25 Issue 3

positive/slide) is placed on the scanner’s glass, the scan-
ner merely saves the original image in a digital format to 
be stored on an electronic device, whether a computer 
hard drive, flash drive, or memory card. When scan-
ning, follow these tips:
•	 Use a high-quality scanner, such as those by Epson. In 

my professional opinion, Epson scanners provide the 
best quality and control and are available in various 
sizes. Only use a Flip-Pal or VuPoint (also known as 
the Magic Wand) scanner when you absolutely cannot 
use an Epson. You can read my review of the Flip-Pal 
scanner here for a more in-depth explanation.

•	 Remember to scan in RGB color mode, even if the 
original is in black and white. Why? Because you will 
get more detail. This is especially evident with faded 
old photos and documents.

•	 Scan with a resolution no lower than 300 ppi/dpi 
and at a 100 percent size or greater. When scanning 
35mm negatives and slides, you must max out the 
resolution to the highest setting possible.

•	 When saving scans, always save as a Tagged Image 
File Format or TIFF. Many scanners by default are set 
to save as JPEG (Joint Photographic Expert Group). 
Beginners rarely give much thought to these kinds 
of setting. However, they are extremely important. 
JPEG is only good for sharing images or posting 
them online. TIFF is far superior because the format 
does not compromise image clarity. HP scanner us-
ers take note: HP scanners seem to always save scans 
as a JPEG, regardless of settings. Of course, when you 
set the scanner to save as a TIFF, it will give you a 
TIFF, but after it saves it as a JPEG.

Thoughts on files
When someone sends you a picture via e-mail, you 
receive a file. When you scan a picture or document, 
as explained above, you also end up with a file. A file is 
simply a digital-only representation of an image, whether 
it resides on a website, a camera phone, or on a computer.

From the file you can make prints, save them to other 
electronic devices, upload to websites, or send as attach-
ments to e-mail messages. Think of a file as the ultimate 
destination for an image. However, like copies and 
scans, there are some important points you might want 
to keep in mind when saving a file.
•	 Just as a house can face destruction, so, too, can an 

electronic device. If you store a treasure trove of im-

ages on your computer, a daily backup of your hard 
drive is a must. Many modern operating systems—
and countless programs on the market—will back up 
your hard drive to an external drive or even to the 
cloud automatically. From a dedicated external drive, 
such as those by LaCie, or through a service like Car-
bonite, a daily backup of files is as essential to your 
family archives as brushing and flossing your teeth is 
to good health.

•	 Archiving digital files, however, is different from a 
daily backup. I explain this in-depth in my digi-
tal photo restoration books. Your digital archive 
should be on an optical media (permanent) disk 
such as CD-ROM or DVD-R. Every few months—
or once a year—you should copy all of the family 
archive files from your hard drive to an optical 
media disk. If you store them out of sunlight, in 
50 percent humidity, you will be safe for a few de-
cades. Of course, be sure to make copies and send 
them to relatives as well.

I, personally, utilize a third-level of file management: 
A portable 2 terabyte hard drive on which I backup 
everything annually and place in a fireproof safe.

Conclusion
Copies, scans, and files are unique. They share many 
commonalities and all are important. However, it’s im-
portant to have a clear understanding of their purpose. 

Eric C.M. Basir, is the owner of Photo Grafix, and has 
given seminars and presentations throughout the United 
States to educate people about photo preservation and 
digital restoration techniques. Eric is recognized as an 
expert in the field and regularly writes and produces 
videos for the Photo Grafix Blog. Contact Eric at ericb@
photografix.pro.

Copies, scans, and files 
are unique. They share 
many commonalities 
and all are important. 

http://photografixpro.blogspot.com/2013/08/flip-pal-is-good-tool-but-needs-more.html
http://photografixpro.blogspot.com/
http://photografixpro.blogspot.com/
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Willard’s Asylum for the Insane, the first such 
institution established in New York in 1869, 
cared for fifty-four thousand individuals 

during its 126 years of operation. Its cemetery contains 
the bodies of 5,776 of those men and women—all buried 
without tombstones or names, only numbers. New York 
has other asylum cemeteries without names. Thirty-nine 
additional states have antiquated laws that prevent the 
disclosure of such personal information. Genealogists 
need to “stand up and be counted” and join forces with 
groups pushing for new legislation to allow personal 
information to be made available—at least many years 
after that person has died.

Fortunately, our attitudes towards mentally ill indi-
viduals have changed over the years. There is no longer 
any shame or embarrassment if a family member is in 
a facility because of dementia or other form of mental 
illness. Such was not the case with Willard’s first patient. 
Mary Rote, identified on the 1870 census at Willard as 
“first inmate,” age 30, born in New York, and insane 1 
Written accounts of this “insane” individual describe 

her as “a deformed woman,” who “had been chained, 
unclothed, and without a bed for the previous 10 years 
in the Columbia County Almshouse.” 2 Her name does 
not appear on the 1880 census. Is she one of the name-
less individuals buried in Willard’s cemetery?

Medical records, including death and burial records, 
on institutionalized individuals have been impossible 
to obtain. However, the Federal Department of Health 
and Human Services has recently been convinced that 
keeping such records closed—even after the deaths of 
such persons—is unacceptable. The HIPPA Privacy 
Rule, §160.103(2)(iv), 
adopted in January 
2013 and effective 26 
March 2013, opens 
medical records fifty 
years after a 
patient’s death. 

by Joan a. Griffis

Asylum Cemeteries
A national disgrace
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3 Now, however, state laws need to be changed to allow 
such records to be opened.

Efforts are underway to reveal the names of those 
buried in the Willard cemetery, as well as seventeen 
other state cemeteries in New York. A bill, S2514, to 
release those names was introduced by Senator Joseph 
E. Robach to the New York State Legislature in March 
2012 and re-introduced on 18 January 2013. More infor-
mation on this legislation can be found at http://open.
nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S2514-2013#.

Such legislation would not have been proposed were 
it not for the efforts of several individuals concerned 
about such cemetery conditions. Colleen Kelly Spellecy, 
chairman of the Willard Cemetery Memorial Project, 
has been leading the effort to memorialize the “forgotten 
souls” who are buried there.4 

Linda S. Stuhler 
has written an 
interesting book, 
The Inmates of Wil-
lard 1870 to 1900: A 
Genealogy Resource, 
5 and also created a 
website to help raise 
awareness for the 
Willard Cemetery 
Memorial Project. 
To view lists of 
Willard’s residents, 
as tabulated in the 
federal censuses of 
1870, 1880, 1900, 
and 1920, as well as 
the 1880 Schedules 
of Defective, Depen-

dent and Delinquent Classes, click on Names. Stuhler’s 
website also has an extensive list of links to related 
articles and cemetery projects. (Be sure to click on the 
link to the video, “They’re Buried Where?” by Seth 
Voorhees, reporter for the Time Warner Cable news 
channel, YNN Rochester. Stuhler states, “My mission is 
to get the names, dates of birth and death, and loca-
tion of graves, of all former patients who have lived and 
died in New York State Hospitals (Insane Asylums) and 
custodial institutions released to the public, so that these 
forgotten ancestors can be honored and remembered 
with dignity.”

It should be noted that the 1900 census included 
information on the number of children born to 
women tabulated on that census. In 1900 there were 
1,167 female inmates at Willard, some of whom were 
mothers of 861 children, with 532 of them living at 
that time. Surely there are descendants of those chil-
dren who have the right to know where their ances-
tors are buried!

According to Stuhler, “California, Idaho, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, Oregon, Texas, 
Washington, and Wisconsin have released the names 
of former patients buried in anonymous graves at 
such long-closed, state owned mental institutions, 
and they have allowed engraved headstones to be 
placed on the graves.” 6

Genealogists need to encourage legislation in the 
remaining states to allow for the release of information 
on individuals who are buried in institution cemeteries 
to be identified and respected.

It is truly a national shame that many of the grand-
parents, great-grandparents, and other kin of this coun-
try’s men and women lie in unmarked graves without 
dignity or recognition because of a mental illness and 
antiquated laws.

Joan A. Griffis is a graduate of Cornell University, past 
president of the Illinois State Genealogical Society and 
Illiana Genealogical & Historical Society, and the writer 
of weekly genealogy columns in the Danville (Illinois) 
Commercial-News and the Champaign (Illinois) News-
Gazette. Contact Joan at JBGriffis@aol.com.

Endnotes
1 1870 US census, Seneca County, New York, population sched-

ule, Romulus, p. 51 (stamped), dwelling 400, family 399, Mary 
Rote; digital image, FamilySearch.org (https://familysearch.
org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M8KD-RLK : accessed 4 July 2013); citing 
NARA microfilm publication M519, roll 1093. 

2 “Willard State Hospital,” Shadow Factory Blog. http://
wp.shadowfactory.ca/wp/?p=84. 

3 Judy G. Russell, “Breakthrough for Medical Genealogy.” The 
Legal Genealogist Blog. http://www.legalgenealogist.com/
blog/2013/04/08/breakthrough-for-medical-genealogy. 

4 Colleen Kelly Spellecy. The Willard Cemetery Memorial Project 
(http://www.willardcemeterymemorialproject.com: 2013). 

5 Linda S Stuhler. The Inmates of Willard 1870 to 1900. A Geneal-
ogy Resource. 2nd edition. (Lexington, Ky.: CreateSpace. 2013)

6 Ibid., page xv.

http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S2514-2013#
http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S2514-2013#
http://inmatesofwillard.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtaQX8uQdmY
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M8KD-RLK
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M8KD-RLK
http://www.willardcemeterymemorialproject.com


Gather with the nation’s genealogists in historic 
San Antonio, Texas, 27–30 August 2014 for 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 

2014 Conference, Gone to Texas!
Along with our local co-hosts the Texas State Genea-

logical Society and the San Antonio Genealogical and 
Historical Society, experience four days of genealogical 
learning, networking, and discovery, deep in the heart of 
Texas. Together we will continue our tradition of providing 
exceptional educational opportunities for genealogists from 
across the nation and beyond. From basic and introduc-
tory instruction, to methodology and problem-solving 
techniques, ethnic research, migration and immigration, 
technology, and southern and western regional topics, the 
choice is yours to focus on your specific interests.

Conference facilities
Conveniently located in downtown San Antonio, the Hen-
ry B. Gonzalez Convention Center will host the confer-
ence’s workshops, lectures, and exhibit hall. Directly across 

from the convention center is the Marriott River Walk, our 
conference hotel. The Marriott River Walk hotel captures 
the vibrant culture and style of San Antonio, offering 
sweeping balcony views of the city’s fabulous River Walk 
district. Reservations are now being accepted at the special 
FGS rate of $129 per night. To reserve your room online, 
click here or call (210) 224-4555. Be sure to mention FGS 
when booking to receive the conference rate.

Gone to Texas

Gone to texas

GONE TO TEXAS
Federation of Genealogical Societies

August 27-30, 2014 · San Antonio, Texas
with local co-hosts 

San Antonio Genealogical and Historical Society 
and the Texas State Genealogical Society

H

A conference for the nation’s genealogists
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The River Walk of San Antonio
One story below the street level of San 
Antonio is the beautiful River Walk, 
symbolizing the heart and soul of the 
city. The San Antonio River Walk, 
or Paseo del Rio, is the largest urban 
ecosystem in the nation, an oasis of 
cypress-lined paved paths, arched 
stone bridges, and lush landscapes. 

Thousands of years ago, the 
river was a gathering place for Native 
Americans. The first civilian Span-
ish settlers built their homes here in the 1700s. In the 
late 1920s, the San Antonio Conservation Society, local 
government officials, and business leaders realized what 
an asset the river could be to the growing city. Architect 
Robert H. H. Hugman developed River Walk plans that 
eventually led to construction of a twenty-one-block 
section completed in March 1941. The project trans-
formed downtown through beautification, preservation, 
and flood control. Further revitalization took place in 
advance of the 1968 World’s Fair held in San Antonio to 
celebrate the city’s 250th anniversary. Today, the River 
Walk gently winds through the city center, providing 
millions of visitors each year with easy access to muse-
ums, the King William Historic District, three hundred-
year-old Spanish missions, hotels, shops, and a new 
adventure around every turn. River taxis pass through 
a lock and dam system to transport visitors to and from 
the original River Walk area, or you can rent a bicycle or 
take your time seeing the sights on foot. When you need 
a break, colorful and iconic umbrellas shade riverside 
tables beckoning you to savor a splendid array of diverse 
River Walk cuisine. Classic Tex-Mex, tender barbeque, 
traditional Italian, and contemporary Southwestern fare 
are just a few of the choices you’ll find in the cafés, res-
taurants, and bistros. Click here to start planning your 
culinary adventures.

A Night in Old San Antonio
No FGS conference would be complete 
without a few special events. On Friday, 
29 August, join us for A Night in Old 
San Antonio (NIOSA). The San Anto-
nio Conservation Society only puts on 
ten of these festive evenings per year, 
featuring strumming guitars, shiny 

horns, a cappella voices of mariachis, and local artisans 
at work.

NIOSA history
In 1937 the San Antonio Conservation Society planned 
a one-day Native American festival along the banks 
of the San Antonio River to celebrate the heritage of 
the city’s early settlers while raising funds for historic 
preservation. Rain, however, actually prevented that first 
start. Subsequent years were very successful and gave 
rise to the event’s expansion, along with its official name 
in 1948.

What began with a handful of society ladies serving 
food and drink from river barges, NIOSA has grown 
into a mammoth enterprise orchestrated by over sixteen 
thousand volunteers. The historic, downtown village of 
La Villita takes center stage as eighty-five thousand visi-
tors now come through the gates during NIOSA.

As in years past, a chairman elected by the Society’s 
board of directors plans the event along with appointed 
vice chairmen. It is a year-round endeavor that includes 
volunteers who continue the tradition of filling and 
decorating the celebrated cascarones (confetti-filled 
eggs) and creating lavish paper flowers and banners that 
contribute to the festive atmosphere.

An evening at the Institute of Texan Cultures
Our local hosts also invite you to an evening you won’t 
soon forget at the Institute of Texan Cultures. This 
amazing museum, a component of the University of 
Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), is located directly behind 
the convention center and contains sixty-five thousand 
square feet of exhibits and displays that tell the stories of 
all the cultures that make up the people of the Lone Star 
State.
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Besides a museum, the site also houses the UTSA Li-
braries’ Special Collections, featuring primary resource 
materials, such as manuscripts, rare books, personal 
papers, photographs, oral histories, and the University’s 
own archives. The collection includes:
•	 Manuscripts: San Antonio history, San Antonio au-

thors, architecture and urban development, women 
and women’s history, and immigration.

•	 University	Archives: records of UTSA academic and 
non-academic departments and central administra-
tion, university publications, faculty papers, records 
of student organizations, and archived university 
website captures from 2009 forward.

•	 Rare	Books:	Texas History, San Antonio History, 
Mexican cookery, architecture and urban develop-
ment, and archived websites of San Antonio restau-
rants and Mexican cooking blogs.

•	 Photographic	Collections	and	Oral	Histories: more 
than seven hundred oral histories of significant Tex-
ans and Texas folk life. The photographic collections 
include more than three million images from the San 
Antonio Light, the San Antonio Express-News, along 
with images from photojournalist Harvey Belgin and 
Ray Howell, and Zintgraff Studios.

Using the Collections
The Special Collections at HemisFair Park are open Mon-
day through Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Changes to op-
erating hours, including announcements about upcoming 
closures, can be found on the official Special Collections 
website. Collections are available for viewing at no charge, 

but it is recommended that you call or e-mail to make an 
appointment should you have a specific research need. 
Information about the Collections is available through the 
UTSA Libraries online catalog, UTSA’s digital collections 
website and Texas Archival Resources Online.

The Missions of San Antonio
While visiting San Antonio, come early to visit the his-
toric five missions, established in the eighteenth century 
by Franciscan priests from Spain. Today, the five missions 
(Alamo, Mission San José, Mission Concepción, Mission 
San Juan, and Mission Espada) represent the largest con-
centration of Spanish colonial missions in North America.

Mission San Francisco de la Espada
Originally known as San Francisco de los Tejas, Mission 
San Francisco de la Espada was founded in 1690 as the first 
mission in Texas near present-day Weches. In 1731 the 
mission was transferred to the San Antonio River area.

The Alamo
The Alamo began with the establishment of the Mis-
sion San Francisco de Solano near the Rio Grande River 
in 1700. There, Father Antonio de San Buenaventura y 
Olivares worked to convert many of the Coahuiltecan 
bands to Catholicism, the official religion of Spain. After 
Olivares traveled to Texas with an expedition in 1709, he 
was struck by the potential of the San Antonio area and 
later recommended it to the Spanish viceroy, Marques 
de Valero, as a site for a mission waypoint on the road to 
Spanish settlements in East Texas. In 1718, after many 
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Native Americans had left Mission Solano, Olivares 
moved the mission’s belongings to a new site near 
present-day San Antonio. The new mission was named 
in honor of Saint Anthony de Padua and the Spanish 
viceroy who had approved his plan: San Antonio de 
Valero. Although the mission changed locations several 
times, its present location was selected in 1724, with 

its foundation being laid twenty years later. The Alamo 
would later become an inspiration and a motivation for 
liberty during the Texas Revolution when in 1836, close 
to two hundred Texas defenders held the Alamo from 
over a thousand of General Santa Anna’s troops from 
Mexico for thirteen days. The most famous of the de-
fenders, William Travis, Jim Bowie, and Davy Crockett, 
died fighting overwhelming odds for freedom.

Mission San José y San Miguel de Aguayo
Noting the substantial population of native people 
nearby, Fray Antonio Margil de Jesús established a 
second mission, San José, south along the river in 1720. 
Known as the “Queen of the Missions” due to its size, 
the mission was almost fully restored to its original de-
sign in the 1930s by the Works Projects Administration. 
Mission San José provides visitors with the opportunity 
to see how all missions might have looked over two hun-
dred and fifty years ago.

Mission San Juan Capistrano
Originally founded in 1716 in eastern Texas, Mission 
San Juan was transferred in 1731 to its present location. 
San Juan was a self-sustaining community. Within the 
compound, Native American artisans produced iron 
tools, cloth, and prepared hides. Orchards and gardens 
outside the walls provided melons, pumpkins, grapes, 
and peppers. Beyond the mission complex native 

farmers cultivated maize (corn), beans, squash, sweet 
potatoes, and sugar cane in irrigated fields. Over twenty 
miles southeast of Mission San Juan was Rancho de 
Pataguilla, which, in 1762, reported thirty-five hundred 
sheep and nearly as many cattle. These products sup-
ported not only the San Antonio missions, but also the 
local settlements and presidial garrisons in the area. By 
the mid-1700s, San Juan, with its rich farm and pasture-
lands, was a regional supplier of agricultural produce 
and helped establish a trade network stretching east to 
Louisiana and south to Coahuila, Mexico. This thriving 
economy helped the mission to survive epidemics and 
native attacks in its final years.

Mission Nuestra Señora de la Purisima Con-
cepción de Acuña
This handsome stone church, the oldest unrestored 
stone church in America, was dedicated in 1755. In its 
heyday, colorful geometric designs covered its surface, 
but the patterns have long since faded or been worn 
away. However, original frescos are still visible in several 
of the rooms.

It should be noted that the Spanish missions were 
much more than a religious institution.

Following government policy, Franciscan missionaries 
sought to make life within mission communities closely 
resemble that of Spanish villages and Spanish culture. In 
order to convert the natives to become Spanish citizens, 
Native Americans were taught vocational skills. As plows, 
farm implements, and gear for horses, oxen, and mules 
fell into disrepair, blacksmithing skills soon became indis-
pensable. Weaving skills were needed to help clothe the 
inhabitants. As buildings became more elaborate, mission 
occupants learned masonry and carpentry skills under 
the direction of craftsmen contracted by the missionar-
ies. Besides secularization, these vocational skills proved 
beneficial to post-colonial growth of San Antonio. The 
legacy of these Native American artisans is still evident 
throughout the city of San Antonio today.

Stay updated
Everything is bigger in Texas and you will find out 
why at the 2014 FGS Conference in San Antonio. For 
updated conference news, visit the conference website at 
https://www.fgsconference.org/ and be sure to look for 
future articles on the conference and research opportu-
nities in FORUM.
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Starting with this issue, this 
column will spotlight one of 
our FGS member societies. All 

member societies are eligible for this 
spotlight and selection will be from 
a random draw. Should you have 
any questions or comments regard-
ing this column, please send them to 
publications@fgs.org.

Our first society to be featured 
is the Polonica Americana Research 
Institute (PARI) of Orchard Lake, 
Michigan.

About PARI
The Polonica Americana Research 
Institute (PARI) is the genealogy 
department of the Polish Mission. 
The Institute is a research facil-
ity that uses the rich resources of 
the Central Archives of Orchard 

Lake, offering workshops, lec-
tures, and seminars on genealogy 
and Polish heritage. PARI creates 
databases and hosts webinars for 
researchers who can’t visit the 
campus, and offers fee-based ses-
sions for its guests.

History
According to Ceil Wendt Jensen, 
PARI director at the Polish Mis-
sion, “Our history began in 1885 
in Detroit, our collection devel-
opment spans all faiths; we offer 
tours, workshops, and classes. We 
also take clients. We have a net-
work of translators and in Poland, 
we have contact with genealogists 
and archivists.”

Recent activities
In the past few months, PARI had 
an outreach booth at the FGS 2013 
Conference in Fort Wayne and 
on 22 September 2013, the Polish 
Mission presented its first fund-
raising event, featuring a premiere 
screening of the Detroit episode 
for the new PBS series Genealogy 
Roadshow. The event also included 
a performance by the Polanie Dance 
& Song Ensemble and traditional 
Polish food.

A joint educational event with 
the Genealogical Research Institute 
of Pittsburgh (GRIP) will be held 
3–8 August 2014 in Orchard Lake, 
Michigan, near Detroit, on the cam-
pus of the Orchard Lake Schools. 

Polonica Americana  
Research Institute
By lisa a. alzo, mFa

lisa a. alzo

mailto:publications@fgs.org
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Scheduled courses and speakers 
include: “Intermediate Genealogy: 
Tools for Digging Deeper,” Paula 
Stuart-Warren, cg, fmgs, fuga; 
“Determining Kinship Reliably with 
the Genealogical Proof Standard,” 
Thomas W. Jones, phd, cg, cgl, 
fasg, fngs, fuga; “Bridging the 
1780–1840 Gap: from New England 
to the Midwest,” D. Joshua Taylor, 
ma, mls; and “Polish Genealogy,” 
Cecile Wendt Jensen, ma, cg. This 
additional educational opportunity 
is hoped to bring GRIP to a wider 
audience.

To learn more about PARI, 
contact the Polish Mission, 3535 
Indian Trail, Orchard Lake, MI 
48324; phone (248) 683-0412; e-mail 
contact@polishmission.com; or visit 
their website, http://www.polishmis-
sion.com/genealogy.

Why certify?

Find your answer on the BCG website.

Board for Certification of Genealogists® ● Box 14291 - Dept. F ● Washington, DC 20044
http://www.BCGcertification.org/certification/why.html

mailto:contact@polishmission.com
http://www.polishmission.com/genealogy
http://www.polishmission.com/genealogy
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Do you fit into any of the fol-
lowing categories: 

•	 A genealogical researcher hob-
byist with one or more personal 
research projects?

•	 A genealogical society officer or 
volunteer with one or more as-
signed duties or ongoing projects?

•	 A professional genealogical re-
searcher working on one or more 
client projects?

•	 A genealogical author working 
on an article or book?

•	 A genealogical speaker preparing 
a presentation?

•	 A genealogical researcher plan-
ning a research trip?

•	 A family member planning a 
family reunion?
No matter which of those cat-

egories you fit into (and you may fit 
into more than one), you have some 
things in common with everyone 
else who fits into at least one of those 
categories: You have a goal in mind 
(a research result, a publication, a 
presentation, a successful research 
trip, an enjoyable reunion, and so 
forth), and to achieve that goal, you 
may have a long list of actions that 
you will need to take. While you are 
doing all of that, you may have a dif-
ferent full-time or part-time job with 
its own requirements, a set of family 
and household responsibilities, and 
other hobbies you want to enjoy and 
spend time with. How do you keep 
all of this straight so you can make 
progress and achieve your goals?

There is no dearth of books and 
articles written over the last several 
decades on the subject of organiz-
ing your life, avoiding procrastina-
tion, and making progress on the 
things you want to achieve. Some 
focus more on psychology, some 
on basic life skills, and some on 
using new technology to help you. 
In the latter case, a number of 
programs have been written that 
run on desktops and laptops that 
will track your to-dos, and your 
genealogy software may even have 
a built-in function for maintaining 
your research to-dos. But because 
we don’t have our desktop or laptop 
computers with us at all times, they 
aren’t very handy for letting us 
know what our next actions should 
be. Fortunately, a number of apps 
have been written for smartphones 
and tablets that can synchronize 
with multiple devices and provide 
you with your to-do list no matter 
where you are.

In this article, I will talk specifi-
cally about one of the most popular 
to-do list apps, Toodledo. Available 
for iOS, Android, and BlackBerry 
devices, Toodledo is a free service, 
but like many cloud-based services, 
it allows users to pay an annual fee 
for additional features like: col-
laborating with other users, creat-
ing subtasks, attaching files to your 
tasks, creating customized alarms 
for your tasks, maintaining a history 
of what you have done longer than a 
week ago, and retaining completed 
tasks for more than six months. I 
always recommend starting with the 
free service and seeing if it meets 
your needs before spending any 
money on extra features.

Once you have a Toodledo 
account, you may want to spend 
some time reviewing your Account 
Settings. Toodledo provides a long 
list of possible fields that can be 
associated with each task, and it is 
unlikely you will want to use all of 

Much To-Do About  
Everything
By Drew Smith, mlS

Drew Smith, mlS

http://www.toodledo.com/
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them. When you turn on a particu-
lar field (by checking the box next 
to the field name), that field will be 
available for you to use as you enter 
your tasks and sort them for display 
purposes. For instance, if you want 
to organize your tasks by goal, turn 
on the Goal field. To create a folder 
for each project, turn on the Folder 
field. I, personally, use the Context 
field, so I can assign a context to 
each of my tasks (Work, Home, or 
Errand) and can easily look at just 
those tasks I can do where I am. 
You can even define a set of loca-
tions by name (e.g., using Google 
Maps to drop a pin at the exact lo-
cation), and then a location-aware 
smartphone or tablet can show you 
the tasks you can do exactly where 
you are. This feature might be 
especially helpful during a research 
trip, as you define locations for 
each record repository, cemetery, or 
relative’s home and then have your 
mobile device automatically list for 
you the things you want to accom-
plish while you are there.

Once you have organized your 
tasks by goal, folder, context, or lo-
cation, you may next want to think 
about how you want to deal with 
time. Some tasks may have a set 
due date, either one set by someone 
else or one you set in order to mo-
tivate yourself. In some cases, there 
may even be a due time (“Call the 
library tomorrow before 5 p.m.”). 
Whenever possible, I avoid assign-
ing due dates to my tasks (again, 
unless they have been assigned by 
others), and focus more on the start 
date. Some tasks can, or must, wait 
to be started at a later date. For in-
stance, if you know you are travel-
ing to a library to do research next 
Monday, you can set the start date 

for all library tasks as next Monday, 
and have Toodledo not show you 
any future tasks. In this way, your 
to-do list display is not cluttered 
with things you can’t act on. You 
can also set a task as repeating. 
Perhaps you are the society web-
master and you need to update the 
home page once a month. Or, you 
want to remind yourself to check a 
particular genealogy database for 
new records every three months.

Another feature of Toodledo is 
that you can use the Length field 
to provide an estimate of how long 
you think the task will take, as well 
as a Timer field to actually create a 
timer you can start when you begin 
an activity and stop when you have 
completed it. These fields could be 
especially useful for a professional 
genealogist trying to track the time 
they spend on a client’s project, for 
a volunteer who needs to report 
volunteer time to their society, or for 
any of us who might like some addi-
tional motivation to spend a certain 
amount of time every day making 
progress on our goals.

At this point, it might occur to 
you that you could be creating an 
extremely long list of tasks. If you 
put everything into Toodledo that 
you need to do and want to do, 
the number of tasks could easily 
number in the dozens, if not more. 
Let’s face it: not all tasks are created 
equal. Some are more important 
than others. Most organizational 
systems expect you to identify 
your tasks by priority, such as high, 
medium, or low. One of my favorite 
organizational systems recommends 
that you label a task as “high prior-
ity” if it must be completed that 
very day, while “medium priority” 
tasks are those that should be done 

in the next week or two, but don’t 
have to be completed by the end of 
the day. The “low priority” would be 
assigned to everything else, either 
things you are not likely to worry 
about until weeks in the future, or 
that are simply “someday” tasks that 
might be nice to do.

If you are careful, you can ar-
range to have only several high-
priority tasks for any given day, 
and once you have completed 
those, you can then look at the 

medium-priority tasks. I set my 
Toodledo to sort by priority, so 
that high-priority items appear 
at the top of my list in their own 
category, keeping me from being 
distracted from looking at lower 
priority tasks. You can also “star” a 
task if you want that kind of visual 
cue for marking a task as impor-
tant. Another useful feature is the 
ability to set a “status” for a task. 
For instance, I mark the things I 
need to do next (to advance me 
toward my goal) as a “Next Ac-
tion,” while I mark some tasks 
as “Waiting” if I am waiting for 
another person to complete their 
part of the assignment or if I am 
waiting for someone to respond to 
a call or e-mail. For the “Waiting” 
tasks, I usually set a start date for 
the date I want to remind myself 

For busy genealogists, 
 it can be difficult to keep 
track of all the things 
you have promised 
yourself or others you 
are going to do. 
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to get back to the original person 
if I haven’t heard from them by 
that date. I also set the status of a 
task as “Hold” if I can’t work on it 
until something else is done first. 
Toodledo gives you other status 
options, such as: “Planning” for 
a task you are still working on 
but isn’t ready to be acted on yet; 
“Delegated” for a task you have as-
signed to someone else; “Someday” 
for those ideas you might want to 
work on in the future; “Canceled” 
for tasks that weren’t done for 
some reason but for which you 
want a record; and “Reference” for 
any kind of non-task information.

Tasks can be added to Toodledo 
by going to the Toodledo website and 
signing into your account, or by us-
ing one of the mobile apps. Another 
way to get a task into Toodledo is to 
use e-mail. Toodledo assigns you a 
unique, secret e-mail address, and 
any e-mail sent to that address is 
turned into a task. This is especially 
useful when you are reading your 
usual e-mail and something comes 
in you want to act on. You could 
then forward that e-mail to your 
Toodledo e-mail address (I cre-
ate an entry in my e-mail contacts 
called “Toodledo” so I don’t have to 
remember the exact e-mail address 
to use). By modifying the subject 
line before you send the e-mail to 
Toodledo, you can set the text for 
the task, the priority, the due date, 
and other fields, and the body of the 
e-mail becomes a note associated 
with the task. If you are paying for a 
Gold subscription to Toodledo, you 
can even have the original e-mail’s 
attached file(s) go into Toodledo and 
be attached to the task.

For iOS users, you can set your 
Toodledo app to sync with your 

device’s Reminder’s app. This 
means that anytime you create a 
Reminder on your iOS device, a 
task is then created in Toodledo. 
And because Siri can be used to 
create Reminders, this means you 
will be able to use Siri to get tasks 
into Toodledo.

If you would rather not visit 
Toodledo just to see what tasks are 
on your list, you can have Toodledo 
e-mail you your hotlist of tasks at 
midnight. You get to define which 
tasks appear on the hotlist, but they 
are normally the ones marked with 
a high priority (you can change 
that), or that are due within a 
certain number of days (you get 
to pick how many), or that have a 
status of “Next Action.”

Three other features of Toodledo 
are worth mentioning: You can 
assign one or more tags to a task 

in order to provide another way 
to search for a task or to display a 
list of all tasks with the same tag. 
You can e-mail a task to any e-mail 
address, which might be useful if 
you are delegating a task to some-
one else. And finally, each task is 
assigned a unique URL so that you 
can bookmark it, making it easy to 
quickly display a single task.

For busy genealogists, it can 
be difficult to keep track of all the 
things you have promised your-
self or others you are going to do. 
Whether you use Toodledo or some 
other to-do management system, 
it is worth your time to try out 
one of these services and see if it 
doesn’t move you forward on your 
goals and eliminate the worries 
that you have forgotten something 
important.

http://www.genealogyguys.com
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The purpose of the	National	
Society	of	Madison	Fam-
ily	Descendants is to honor 

President James Madison through 
the association of descendants of the 
family by literary, historical, genea-
logical, benevolent, patriotic, and 
educational means and for culti-
vating ties of friendship among all 
Madison families.

The Society meets at, and sup-
ports in various ways, Montpelier, 
the estate and ancestral home of 
President Madison. Their website 
includes a fascinating reproduc-
tion of a 367 page book, Who Was 
Buried in James Madison’s Grave. 
Sketches, history, and photographs 
from the book are displayed, and 
the extensive bibliography includ-
ed is impressive and helpful  
to researchers.

Prospective members must prove 
a continuously legitimate descent 
from one of President Madison’s 
ancestors. Membership dues go to-
wards supporting the Madison Cup, 
awarded each year to commemorate 
a person or group who has had a 

significant impact on helping to 
preserve the legacy and memory of 
President Madison. It also entitles 
the member to an invitation to the 
family reunion, held once every 
three years at Montpelier. Members 
also receive the Society’s annual 
newsletter with important informa-
tion about family activities.

Their newsletter’s 2012 issue 
featured a number of photos and 
information on their triennial 
reunion, including speakers, at-
tendees, and views of Montpelier. 
Author Jeff Broadwater, a Madison 
biographer, was one of the lecturers. 
The newsletter also featured an ar-
ticle on the Ladies Committee of the 
Dolley Madison Legacy Luncheon 
receiving the 2012 Madison Fam-
ily Cup Award, as well as an article 
on the history and donation of the 
Jefferson-Madison walking stick to 
the Montpelier Foundation.

The Society’s website, http://
www.jamesmadisonfamily.com, offers 
beautiful slides from past reunions, 
showing not only descendants, but 
the grounds around Montpelier. The 

last reunion was held in 2012; the 
next should be 2015.

For further information on the 
Society, contact Frederick Madison 
Smith, president, 1180 Peachtree 
Street Suite 1700, Atlanta, GA 30309 
or e-mail fsmith@kslaw.com.

The	Ogle/Ogles	Family	As-
sociation believes the name Ogle 
may have come from the Celts who 
emigrated from Western Europe to 
the British Isles as early as 1000 BC. 
The Swedish name, Ogell, which 
existed in the eighth century, may 
have been the source of the name. 
Some researchers believe the name 
Ogle, or its equivalent, was Gotho-
Scandinavian.

From the Association’s website, 
the first identified Ogle, or Hoggell, 
ancestor among the English, a Hum-
phrey de Ogle, was, in about the 
eleventh century, granted, “all such 
lands and liberties as he or any of his 
predecessors had before the coming 
of the Normans.” Therefore, know-
ing who his “predecessors” were was 
of prime importance to Humphrey 
de Ogle, a Saxon, because it enabled 

Family Associations
By Christine Rose, CG, CGl, FaSG
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Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 
Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 
the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware.  [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
Christine Rose

The National Society of Madison Family Descendants The Anniss Family Association website

http://www.jamesmadisonfamily.com
http://www.jamesmadisonfamily.com
mailto:fsmith@kslaw.com
http://www.ogles.org
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him to regain his land from the 
Norman conquerors of England.

Historians record that in Nor-
thumberland only a handful of 
Saxon families survived the Nor-
man takeover. The Ogles of Ogle (a 
small hamlet) and the Roddams of 
Roddam, who probably did homage 
for their lands, were among the few 
survivors.

The history of the Ogles in 
England, during the six hundred 
years following the landing of 
William the Conqueror in 1066 “is 
rich and colorful. The Ogles’ his-
tory kept close pace with events in 
Northumberland—the wild border 
region between Scotland and Eng-
land—where the Ogles originated, 
expanded and flourished.”

Twenty-three Ogle descendants 
from across the United States, includ-
ing family researchers, historians, 
and genealogists, convened the first 
Ogle Family Symposium, 2–5 Oc-
tober 1979 in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Their purpose was to exchange infor-
mation, pool and study available data 
about the Ogle family, and establish 
a viable, official family organization, 
at which time the Association was 
formed. The Association was for-
mally incorporated in 1988.

Nearly all of the Ogles in North 
America are descendants of either 
John Ogle, immigrant to Delaware 
(1664), or Samuel Ogle, three times 
Governor of Maryland (1731–32; 
1733–42; and 1747–52). John came 
as a young soldier with Captain 
Carr on the British expedition that 
captured New Amsterdam and Dela-
ware from the Dutch in 1664. Ogle 
received a grant of land in Delaware, 
married and had a family.

A few years ago the Ogle/Ogles 
Family Association undertook an 

ambitious project of publishing a 
comprehensive family history in 
which they found inputting and 
formatting data to be challenging 
and time consuming. Currently, 
they are only accepting certain 
additional information for that 
publishing project. Their website 
explains the parameters of this 
ambitious project.

The 2009 Ogle Convention 
was held in September 2009 in 
Frederick, Maryland. For further 
information on the Association, 
contact their president, James Ogle, 
2349 Radbury Lane, Snellville, GA 
30078-6123

Revisited
We first wrote of the Doane	Fami-
lyAssociation of America in our 
March 1999 column. They are 
descendants of Deacon John Done/
Doane who settled early in the area 
of Eastham, Massachusetts. This 
organization continues to be active 
and their next reunion is scheduled 
to be held in Saginaw, Michigan, on 
21–26 July 2014. They endow a fund 

to assist Doane family members who 
wish to attend Doane College or 
another institution of higher learn-
ing. Those who have a Doane in 
their family should find some good 
assistance through this Association 
and can also view interesting back-
ground on their website. Contact 
the Doane historian at genealogy@
doanefamilyassociation.org, or visit 
their website at http://www.doane-
familyassociation.org.

The Ruffner Family Association website.

Take the 
FORUM 

reader 
survey!

Click here and let your 
voice be heard...

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieS

mailto:genealogy@doanefamilyassociation.org
mailto:genealogy@doanefamilyassociation.org
http://www.doanefamilyassociation.org
http://www.doanefamilyassociation.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FORUMDisplay0711
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Time flies when you are having 
fun, especially when that fun 
involves discovering family 

history. It’s hard to believe 2013 is in 
the rearview mirror and it’s time to 
make society plans for 2014.

In the beginning of each year, so-
cieties focus on landing speakers for 
their meetings and improving mem-
bership. Do not ignore your blog 
when developing plans in the coming 
months. Your genealogy society blog 
can play an active part in your group’s 
publicity and profile with minimal 
effort. Here is a simple plan to keep 
your blog active, fresh, and valuable 
to your genealogy society in 2014.

Editorial calendar
An editorial calendar helps bloggers 
plan the topics and timing of their ar-
ticles. It can also aid in delegation of 
writing duties for multi-author blogs.

Create a 2014 editorial calendar 
for your genealogy society blog. It 
can be on paper or electronic, on the 
wall, on the desk, on a computer, or 
whatever and wherever you want it 
to be. However, do make it avail-
able to other board members in case 
blogging responsibilities need to be 
transferred at a later date.

Throughout the year, your soci-
ety will publish several types of blog 
posts. Use your calendar to deter-
mine what to write and which dates 
to publish. Below are several types 
of articles you can add to your blog. 
Don’t forget to add a publish date on 
your editorial calendar for each of 
these topics.

Recap 2013
One of your first posts of the New 
Year should be a recap of the previ-
ous one. This post should illustrate 
the 2013 highlights of your geneal-
ogy society. Be sure to include popu-
lar meeting topics, special seminars, 
and holiday parties. Add photos if 
you have them. If your society had a 
busy year, divide your long post into 
several smaller ones for a series.

A recap post serves two purpos-
es. First, it is a record of the group’s 
history. It is a fun way for members 
to look back on their accomplish-
ments for the year. Second, a recap is 
a great way to highlight membership 
advantages for anyone considering 
joining your society.

2014 preview
Once you have documented last year’s 
accomplishments, draft a blog post 
spelling out your society’s plans for the 
coming year. This includes: meetings, 
speakers, topics, special seminars, 

publications, field trips, holiday par-
ties, other local events, or anything 
else you want to share. If you don’t 
have all of your speakers booked, just 
list what programming you have or 
hope to produce. A message from the 
society president can also be added to 
the preview or published as a separate 
standalone message.

Sharing your upcoming plans 
shows that your society is active and 
motivates members to participate. 
Potential members will also be at-
tracted to all of the family history 
activities you offer.

Meeting schedule
After publishing a general post 
about the upcoming year’s events, 
consider posting a 2014 meeting 
schedule. Include dates, locations, 
and any other information poten-
tial members might need to locate 
your group. Add speaker names and 
topics if you have them. Even if this 
information is listed on your web-

Creating and Maintaining 
an Editorial Calendar
By amy Coffin

amy Coffin
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site, it doesn’t hurt to have it posted 
on your society blog, too. The goal is 
to promote your genealogy society 
to as many people as possible.

Meeting reminders
All major blog platforms provide the 
ability to schedule posts. This advan-
tage allows bloggers to write articles 
ahead of time and schedule them for 
publication at a later date. Once you 
hit the “publish” button, pre-sched-
uled blog posts should publish on 
the dates you wish without further 
action on your part.

Use this pre-publish option when 
promoting your genealogy society 
events. You already know the dates 
of your meetings for the year, so take 
some time to write and schedule 
individual meeting announcements 
on your blog.

A “meeting reminder” blog post 
does not have to be fancy. Simply 
announce the meeting date, time, 
location, speaker, and special details. 
Assume the reader is a first-time 
visitor and include all pertinent 
details a new person would need to 
know in order to locate and enjoy 
your event.

Schedule these reminders to post 
one or more weeks before the event. 
Give readers time to plan to attend 
your meeting, as well as ask any 
questions. If you are feeling produc-
tive, you can write the entire year’s 
meeting reminders in one day and 
schedule them to publish through-
out the year. At the very least, ensure 
that each event hosted by your 
genealogy society has a reminder 
published in your blog.

Meeting recaps
After a society event passes, pro-
vide a brief description and photos 

of it on your blog. Members who 
missed the meeting will appreciate 
the information. Potential members 
and members of the community will 
also get a detailed glimpse of your 
society’s events.

If you want to delegate some of 
the blog writing responsibilities, 
recruit a member volunteer to write 
the meeting recaps. It’s a simple 
task that can help other members 
feel involved, while relieving some 
of the writing duties from other 
busy blog authors.

Ask a question
If your editorial calendar is look-
ing a little empty, use your society 
blog to start a genealogy dialog. Ask 
questions of your members. What 
types of programming would they 
like? You can also put a call out for 
speakers.

Publicize FGS events
The Federation of Genealogical 
Societies (FGS) has many events 
throughout the year for geneal-
ogy society members, including 
webinars, podcasts, and an annual 
conference. Refer to the FGS Voice 
blog and the FGS Conference Blog 
for events that may be of interest 
to your society’s members. Write 
about those events on your blog and 
include pertinent links so others can 
follow along.

Fill calendar holes
After planning and scheduling all 
of the articles you intend to pub-
lish in your society blog, you may 
notice some gaps and stretches of 
time when dialog is quiet. There are 
several ways to maintain an active 
blog. Brainstorm about any articles 
you want to write or subjects you 

want to discuss. Society projects, lo-
cal history, or anything else remotely 
related to family history are worthy 
of inclusion.

GeneaPress is the go-to website 
for genealogy industry news from 
vendors, societies, speakers, and 
others in the field. The site’s blog 
posts are press releases bloggers are 
authorized to publish on their own 
sites. Feature the press releases that 
pertain to your society’s interests.

You can also add content by 
reaching out to the larger commu-
nity to gain readership and expand 
your society profile. Are there any 
heritage festivals or special library 
programs that tie into genealogy? 
Share them with your readers. The 
promoters of those events may re-
ciprocate and publicize your society 
events.

Fulfill the mission
The editorial calendar and event 

coverage should provide at least 
two or three posts a month on your 
genealogy society’s blog. Add to that 
foundation by writing other posts 
that reflect your society’s mission and 
interest in family history. Worried 
you don’t have enough posts sched-
uled throughout the year? You’d be 
surprised at how genealogy news and 
topic ideas will develop suddenly to 
help provide blog content.

If your genealogy society does 
not have a blog yet, now is the time 
to start one. Hopefully this column 
has convinced you how easy it is 
to come up with good content to 
benefit your group. Blogging is a 
great way to expand your society’s 
profile, as well as provide support 
to maintain an active genealogy 
society. Go forth and blog, and have 
a productive year.

http://voice.fgs.org/
http://www.fgsconferenceblog.org/
http://www.geneapress.com/
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The Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) 
and the organized Oregon 

genealogical community were ex-
cited about the passage of HB 2093A 
through both the Oregon House of 
Representatives and Oregon Sen-
ate in June. The bill made changes 
to vital statistics reflected in the 
2011 Revision to Model State Vital 
Statistics Act, becoming effective 
1 January 2014. A combination of 
support from the Oregon genealogi-
cal community, letters written by the 
International Association of Jew-
ish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) 
and RPAC to the legislative leaders 
and governor, helped make vital 
records available to genealogists and 
researchers, instead of being closed.

Unfortunately, access to Okla-
homa death records continue to 
be restricted as mandated in the 
state’s 2011 legislation for HB 
1397. Currently, only family mem-
bers can receive death records, not 
genealogists and family historians. 
The Oklahoma genealogical com-
munity is formulating new legisla-
tion to be introduced in the 2014 
legislative session.

The Social Security Death Index 
has generated at least four bills in the 
US Congress. Progress of the bills 
can best be monitored through the 
Library of Congress’ website, http://
thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php us-
ing the key words “Death Master File.”

For up-to-date information on 
records preservation and access, 

please visit the FGS/NGS RPAC 
website, http://www.fgs.org/rpac.

National Archives and  
Records Administration 
(NARA)
NARA’s budget of $385.8 million 
was sent to Congress last spring. 
This is a reduction from the NARA 
fiscal year 2012 request of $391.5 
million. Because of the sequestra-
tion and other budgetary contraints, 
“NARA’s budget realigns some 
efficiency savings in facility opera-
tions and information technology 
to focus on increasing public access 
to historical electronic records and 
modernizing Government records 
management practices.”

NARA’s National Historical 
Publications and Records Commis-
sion (NHPRC) funded and launched 
Founders Online, a website highlight-
ing the Papers of George Wash-

ington, Thomas Jefferson, James 
Madison, Benjamin Franklin, John 
Adams, and Alexander Hamilton for 
simultaneous searching across all six 
collections. Over 123,000 documents 
are featured through personal cor-
respondence, diaries, and journals 
including John Quincy Adams, 
Abigail Adams, and James Monroe. 
The website can be accessed at http://
founders.archives.gov.

NARA continues to improve 
digital services to the public. The 
Federal Register can be used on a 
smartphone through https://www.
federalregister.gov where Presiden-
tial Documents can be accessed, and 
a mobile app called “To the Brink: 
JFK and the Cuban Missile Crisis” 
provides access to recordings, docu-
ments, and photos from the related 
exhibit. Application Programming 
Interface (API) can be found at 
http://tinyurl.com/k5oc84r.

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By linda mcCleary

linda mcCleary

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php
http://www.fgs.org/rpac/
http://founders.archives.gov/
http://founders.archives.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/
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States
California:	SB 
71 passed both 
the Assembly 
and the House in 
June, which now 
makes compliance 

voluntary by the local government 
agency for record requests under the 
California Public Records Act. As 
of this writing, it was on its way to 
Governor Brown for his signature.

Connecticut:	HB 
5733 would have 
closed all death 
records to everyone 

for one hundred years, as well as 
taking them out of protection from 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
Genealogists, however, would still 
have access to the records. RPAC 
Connecticut State Liaison Rob 
Rafford asked for support from the 
genealogical community, which 
prompted RPAC chair Jan Alpert to 
write a letter on behalf of RPAC. HB 
5421 would have restricted access to 
a death certificate of a minor for a 
period of six months after the death 
of the minor (as a result of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shootings). 
Both of these bills died in committee.

Florida:	A his-
tory professor at 
the University of 
South Florida St. 
Petersburg and 
some of his graduate 

students are digitizing the St. Augus-
tine’s Roman Catholic parish church 
documents dating from 1594 to 
1763. More than six thousand pages 
showing peoples’ daily lives are be-
ing preserved and will be available 
online in the future.

Georgia: The 
Georgia Archives 
has received money 
from the Georgia 
Legislature to be 
able to hire three 

additional professionals, increase 
part-time staff hours, and increase 
the conservation and processing 
activities of the Archives’ collec-
tions. The Archives will be open 
to the public from Wednesday 
through Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. This certainly is great news, 
since earlier in the year there was 
a chance the Archives would be 
closed to the public.

Idaho: Because of a 
breach of unsecured 
electronic health infor-
mation of 17,500 pa-
tients at the Idaho State 

University (ISU), the University has 
agreed to pay $400,000 to the US 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. The Office for Civil Rights 
found a disabled ISU server firewall 
which violated the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act 
of 1996.

New	York: 
New York 
City’s Public 
Burial Ground 
on Hart Island 

now has a searchable database of 
those interred on the island. The 
City of New York Department of 
Correction maintains the burial 
grounds and the searchable da-
tabase. The database lists burial 
records since 1977. For death cer-
tificates from 1949, contact the NYC 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene (http://www.nyc.gov/

health). Certificates for deaths prior 
to 1949 can be obtained through 
the NYC Department of Records 
and Information Services (http://
www.nyc.gov/html/records/html/
archives/death.shtml). Hart Island 
is open to the public on a limited 
basis. There are no restrooms, water 
fountains, or other amenities on the 
Island, and one must secure trans-
portation on a ferry to access the 
Island. Additional information on 
the history of Hart Island and access 
to the searchable database can be 
found at http://www.nyc.gov/html/
doc/html/hart_island/hart_island.
shtml

Ohio: HB 61 and 
SB 23 will permit 
most Ohio adoptees 
who were adopted 
between 1 January 

1964 and 18 September 1996 ac-
cess to their original adoption files 
once they reach the age of major-
ity. Original birth certificates of 
adoptees would only be open to 
the adoptees or their descendants, 
unless the biological parents ask 
that the records be sealed.

Tennessee: 
Putnam 
County 

Archives is digitizing historic 
documents saved and preserved by 
Maurine Patton thanks to a grant 
given by the Tennessee Secretary of 
State’s Office. The records chronicle 
lives of numerous families in the 
region. These records will eventually 
be available online at no charge at 
FamilySearch.org.

http://www.nyc.gov/health
http://www.nyc.gov/health
http://www.nyc.gov/html/records/html/archives/death.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/records/html/archives/death.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/records/html/archives/death.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/hart_island/hart_island.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/hart_island/hart_island.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/hart_island/hart_island.shtml
http://www.familysearch.org/
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Book Reviews
By Paul milner
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Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 
column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-
son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 
Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 
128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.

 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws.  The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548	Parkside,	Park	Ridge,	IL	60068.

This is the first in a pro-
posed series of research 
resource guides focusing 
on research in each of the 
original states during the 
period of the American 
Revolution. The goal is to 
provide detailed informa-
tion on the availability of 
manuscript and archival 
material that exists for 
research during the period 
of the Revolutionary War, 
along with listings and 
historical and genealogi-
cal studies that have been 
published and which 
supplement the original 
sources. Mr. Grundset has 
set the bar very high for 
the succeeding volumes 
with the high quality and 
thoroughness in the pro-
duction of this first guide.

The introduction high-
lights the fact that research 
in the records of New York 
State for the period of the 
American Revolution is 
fraught with complica-
tions and difficulties, not 
the least of which being 
the major loss of records 
due to a disastrous fire in 
the State Capitol Build-
ing in Albany in March 
1911. Although many 
records were damaged or 
destroyed, calendars, in-
ventories, and abstracts of 
some of the material had 
been published before the 

fire. However, gaps still 
exist in what was once a 
large collection of Revo-
lutionary War materials. 
Another issue is that of 
resources, scattered across 
multiple repositories often 
with complicated access 
procedures. Some resourc-
es may not even be in the 
state of New York. Family 
historians love a challenge, 
and this bibliographic re-
search guide will definitely 
provide needed help.

Appropriately, the 
opening chapter is on 
developing a New York 
State research strategy and 
should be read by every-
one, beginner and expert 
alike, for if nothing else it 
provides a good reminder 
of the issues involved in 
working in this state. The 
reminders include: the 
problems of bringing as-
sumptions from working 
in other colonies; geog-
raphy and the vagaries 
of terms; other research 
guides; names and naming 
patterns; and changing 
probate systems (Pre-
rogative Court to Court 
of Probates with very dif-
ferent jurisdictions). This 
is followed by chapters 
identifying the major re-
search centers, inside and 
outside the state, and an 
overview of general New 

York and Revolutionary 
War guides and resources. 
Note the author clearly 
states (p.39) that the book 
does not provide in-depth 
coverage of the many 
records available relating 
to the Revolutionary War 
at the federal level in the 
National Archives and 
Records Administration, 
Washington, DC (though 
it does in this chapter 
point the researcher 
towards those records and 
some of the published 
guides, abstracts, and 
transcriptions).

Following chapters 
addresses state records for: 
government; finance and 
taxation; land; military; 
naval and maritime; pris-
oners of war; and veterans. 
Succeeding chapters then 
examine the different re-
gions, before highlighting 
resources for each of the 
contemporary counties. 
The closing chapters cover 
distinctive groups (Afri-
can Americans; Canadian 
and Nova Scotia refugees; 
Dutch New Yorkers; 
Freemasons; and lots more 
groups); lineage societies 
within the state relating to 
the American Revolution; 
and prominent New York-
ers in that period.

Interestingly, the intro-
ductions to the records of 

New York in the American 
Revolution: A Source Guide for 
Genealogists and Historians.  
By Eric g. grundset. Published by 
the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, 
DAR Library, 1776 D Street NW, 
Washington DC, 20006.  
http://www.dar.org/darstore. 
2012. iv, 686 pp. Index, maps. 
hardcover. $45. PDF $25.

http://www.dar.org/darstore
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Out-of-Style: A Modern  
Perspective of How, Why and  
When Vintage Fashions Evolved.  
By Betty Kreisel Shubert. 
Published by Flashback Publishing,  
21580 Paseo Venezia,  
Mission Viejo, CA 92692.  
http://www.outofstylethebook.
com. 2013. xx, 350 pp. 
Illustrations, index. hardcover. 
$50, Softcover $39.

counties eventually occu-
pied by the British during 
the war contain important 
reminders to the effect—
Individuals who served the 
British in any capacity can-
not be considered patriots 
unless evidence of patriotic 
activity after the service to 
the British can be found.

Mr. Grundset has done 
a huge amount of work 
to create a comprehen-
sive bibliographic guide 

identifying original and 
published resources for 
research in the state of 
New York. For researchers 
who have New York State 
Revolutionary War ances-
tors, this book is a must. 
It is worth noting that the 
resources identified cover 
a much wider time period 
and therefore, certainly 
anyone with eighteenth 
century connections to the 
state should examine the 

contents closely as well. 
This book is, therefore, 
highly recommended.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The focus of this book is 
on changing fashions for 
men, women, and chil-
dren in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. 
It is designed for gene-
alogists, costume design-
ers, theatre companies, 
social historians, vintage 
collectors, and fashioni-
stas. It hits the nail on 
the head and certainly 
is a practical guide that 
will enable genealogists 
to more accurately date 
photographs based on 
the characteristics of the 
clothing being worn.

Ms. Shubert has de-
signed and made clothes 
and costumes for stage, 
screen, television specials, 
ready-to-wear, Las Vegas 
musicals, and Disneyland. 
She understands how the 
clothes are made and how 
methods and details have 
changed with time.

The book is divided 
into two time periods: 
1830–1900 and 1900–60. 

Each section begins by 
highlighting some of the 
important changes in 
the period and how they 
had an impact on clothes 
and appearance. Issues 
addressed include: why 
hoop skirts and how they 
changed; nine phases in 
the rise, fall, and rise of 
the bustle; how propor-
tions changed; the design 
and effect of undergar-
ments; special occasion 
clothes; and technology 
improvements.

For the family histori-
an with an individual or a 
collection of photographs 
to date, the important 
chapters address the 
characteristics of dress, 
hair, and accessories for 
each decade (1830–1960), 
with separate sections 
for women, men, and 
children. What makes 
this guide so practi-
cable are the hundreds 
of line drawings and 
their explanations, so 

even this non-sewing 
male could understand 
design features, such as a 
crinolette, a chemisette, a 
princess dress, a cuirasse, 
or the difference between 
a two-tier cap sleeve and 
a bishop sleeve. Dia-
grams help the researcher 
recognize them and put 
all the pieces together for 
accurately dating pho-
tographs. This is a very 
practical reference guide 
for anyone attempting 
to date photographs or 
interested in how our 
nineteenth and twentieth 
century ancestors dressed.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.outofstylethebook.com/
http://www.outofstylethebook.com/
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Over fifteen hundred 
people a day visit the Fam-
ily History Library in Salt 
Lake City. This brief guide 
targets those researchers 
with excellent guidance on 
how to prepare for a trip, 
with tips such as: defining 
an objective, consulting 
the FamilySearch website 
to locate documents and 
resources in advance of 
the trip, pre-ordering 
microfilms, and more. It 
describes the changing 
layout of the five floors in 
the library and where to 
get assistance. There is a 
good overview of the col-

lections (US and interna-
tional) with suggestions 
on how to search the 
online catalog. Research-
ers will also find advice on 
free educational opportu-
nities at the library, and 
other things to do in Salt 
Lake City when the library 
closes. This is a handy 
practical guide from a fre-
quent out-of-state visitor 
to the library, especially 
good for those going for 
the first time, either alone 
or as part of a group.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Lancashire is important 
because of its role in Eng-
land’s industrial revolu-
tion, and that involvement 
does get addressed in this 
book. Over half of the 
book examines six differ-
ent aspects of the county’s 
history and its people 
with a heavy emphasis on 
its social history and its 
records. The story focuses 
on six aspects: the origins 
of the county; religion 
(role of the church after 
the Reformation); rags 
to riches (agricultural 
economy developing 
through enclosure and the 
birth of the textile indus-
try); transportation and 
the big heavy industries 
(turnpikes, coal mining, 
railways, canals, docks and 
shipping); the struggle 
for survival (rise and 

fall of labor power); and 
those who sacrificed their 
lives (wars and mining). 
Each of these histori-
cal divisions is about the 
key people, the masses in 
general, how they lived, 
worked, and died, all 
followed by a discussion 
of the records related to 
the specific topic. In the 
record, discussion related 
to county resources and 
reference materials are 
highlighted. The descrip-
tion may not always give 
enough information to 
completely understand 
how to search and use the 
records, but the researcher 
will know what records 
to look at. Interestingly 
the last chapter in this 
section is about beginning 
the research process in 
Lancashire. It highlights in 

twenty pages what records 
most researchers will 
use, and identifies what 
is special about them for 
Lancashire research. For 
example, when discussing 
probate records in Lan-
cashire, the researcher will 
learn which archdeaconry 
or diocesan records to 
search based upon loca-
tion in the county.

For this reviewer, one 
of the most important 
parts of the book is the 
short three page section—
“When is a county not 
a county?” (p.120-123). 
Here the reader learns 
about the many bound-
ary differences (historical 
and registration counties), 
and changes to boundaries 
in 1898, 1972–74, 1986, 
and 1998. Readers who 
had ancestors leaving the 

Genealogy at a Glance:  
Family History Library Research. 
By Carolyn Barkley. Published by 
genealogical Publishing,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2012. 4 pp. Laminated. $8.95

Tracing Your Lancashire Ancestors: 
A Guide for Family Historians.  
By Sue Wilkes. Published by  
Pen & Sword Family history,  
47 Church Street, Barnsley,  
South Yorkshire S70 2AS, uK.  
uS Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel hill, PA 19026.  
http://www.casemateathena.
com. 2012. xi, 210 pp. 
Illustrations, index.  
Softcover. $19.95

http://www.genealogical.com/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
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county before all these 
changes may think this 
does not matter, but it is 
very important, because 
these boundary changes 
caused records to be split, 
moved, and possibly 
relocated. It is therefore 
harder for the researcher 
to know where to look to 
find the records of inter-
est, (which may not even 
be in the county!). Luckily, 
one of the major parts 
of the last section of the 
book, the Research Guide, 
identifies repositories that 

have important Lancashire 
collections and identifies 
the relevant connection. 
In the remainder of the 
Research Guide section, 
the researcher will find 
helpful information on: 
archives; libraries; web-
sites, including an analysis 
of what the major com-
mercial websites provide; 
military; and places to 
visit. The book concludes 
with a select bibliography 
of both contemporary and 
modern resources, but 
care is needed as numer-

ous books mentioned 
within the body of the 
book are not included in 
the bibliography.

This book is an es-
sential companion if you 
have Lancashire ances-
tors, since it identifies 
what records to look at, 
why, what indexes may 
exist, and where they will 
be located. It also places 
Lancashire ancestors into 
social context.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Many Americans have 
colonial gateway ances-
tors that get them into the 
royal or landed families 
of the British Isles, but 
finding them takes some 
searching. Mr. Adolph 
discusses how to trace 
aristocratic ancestors. 
There is much discussion 
throughout the book on 
the benefits of making 
the connections to these 
families, for they do leave 
a paper trail and can take 
the researcher back into 
the realms of myths, with 
even a chapter addressing 
the question of whether 
the ancestor was a god.

When tracing these 
families frequent mention 
is made of Burke’s Pedi-
grees and Burke’s Landed 
Gentry, yet only in one 
place (p.91) is there men-
tion of the problems that 
can be encountered in 

these useful, but poten-
tially flawed volumes. A 
number of chapters ex-
plain the aristocracy and 
some of the published 
records that may get the 
researcher into aristocrat-
ic lines, such as printed 
pedigrees and visitations. 
Only one chapter (20 
pages) addresses original 
sources that are especially 
useful for this group, such 
as occupation and land 
records. Additional chap-
ters address the connec-
tions with royalty abroad, 
the clans and kings of 
Scotland and Ireland, 
the Welsh and Ancient 
British roots, along with 
the Saxons, Vikings, and 
Normans, which only 
a few will connect to. 
Within the text some ref-
erences are given, but the 
book lacks a consolidated 
bibliography.

This reviewer would 
have liked more specifics 
and details on original 
sources or even published 
sources for tracing the 
aristocracy, rather than 
the general discussion 
on the value of these 
ancestors and the myths 
that surround the early 
generations.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your Aristocratic Ancestors: 
A Guide for Family Historians.  
By Anthony Adolph. Published by 
Pen & Sword Family history,  
47 Church Street, Barnsley,  
South Yorkshire S70 2AS, uK.  
uS Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel hill, PA 19026.  
http://www.casemateathena.
com. 2013. 199 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Softcover. $29.95

http://www.casemateathena.com/
http://www.casemateathena.com/
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In 1821 the potato crop in 
Ireland failed due to a dis-
ease known as curl, or dry 
rot, very different from 
the fungus that caused the 
problems in the 1840s. 
However, the effects were 
similar in that many of 
the poor went hungry. In 
1822 the British Govern-
ment decided upon an 
experimental emigration 
scheme designed to al-
leviate stress in the south 
of Ireland. The Honorable 
Peter Robinson, then a 
Member of Provincial 
Parliament for York 
(Ontario, not Yorkshire) 
acted as emigration agent 
establishing himself in 
Fermoy, County Cork, 
and advertised heavily in 
Mitchelstown, Doneraile, 
Charleville, Kanturk, 
Mallow, Newmarket, and 
all the villages within 
this circle. The Brit-
ish Government would 
underwrite the cost of 
sending carefully selected 
families, giving every 
male between 18 and 45 
a ticket for seventy acres 
of free land (subject to 
the successful comple-
tion of settlement duties) 
and supplying them with 
tools and a year’s sup-
ply of rations. Over fifty 
thousand people applied, 
but only five hundred 
were eligible. In the end 
568 people set sail on two 
ships, ultimately set-
tling in the Old Bathurst 
District (parts of present 

day counties of Lanark, 
Renfrew, and Carleton in 
Ontario). The experiment 
was regarded as a success 
and in 1825 another 2,024 
emigrants sailed for On-
tario. Some joined family 
members in the Bathurst 
District while the major-
ity settled in the Peter-
borough District. This 
history, along with myths 
about this migration, is 
discussed in the book’s 
first twenty-five pages.

The major part of 
the book identifies, in 
alphabetical order, the 
Robinson settlers who 
came in 1823 or 1825, 
listed by family under the 
head of the household. 
For each family it pro-
vides: name of the ship 
and year of arrival; place 
of origin; place where 
they located (lot number, 
concession number, and 
name of town or town-
ship); and names and ages 
of all family members. 
This might be all there is, 
but it may also include 
multiple paragraphs, or in 
some cases multiple pages 
on the history of the fam-
ily in Canada. The result-
ing mini-biographies do a 
wonderful job of identify-
ing the settlers who came 
from Ireland and what 
happened to them, with 
much of the information 
having been obtained 
from interviewing fam-
ily members. There are 
no sources cited, so all 

details do need to be 
confirmed.

For the researcher, 
probably the most impor-
tant part of the book is 
the two pages (p.26-27) 
prior to the family list-
ings, unhelpfully titled 
“Peter Robinson Set-
tlers,” containing research 
recommendations and 
comments about prob-
lems with the lists of set-
tlers. The author cautions 
that information is given 
in good faith and it may, 
at times, be misleading. 
For example, the place 
of origin identified here 
may be the actual place 
of birth; or the current 
place of residence prior 
to departure; or it may 
be the center where the 
ancestor registered to 
come to Canada, which 
was especially true when 
people came from coun-
ties Tipperary, Limerick, 
Kerry, and Waterford 
to the nearby recruiting 
centers in County Cork. 
Suggestions are provided 
for confirming the place 
of origin. Other issues 
highlighted include: 
multiple jurisdictions and 
names for the same place 
in Ireland (and Canada); 
spelling of names; ages; 
relationships; and the 
potentially big problem 
of aliases (original tickets 
holders getting cold feet 
and selling their tickets 
to friends who travelled 
under the name of the 

Peter Robinson’s Settler’s 1823, 
1825. By Carol Bennett. Published 
by global heritage Press,  
158 Laurier Avenue, Milton, 
Ontario, Canada L9T 4S2.  
http://www.globalgenealogy.
com/. 1987, reprinted 2011.  
195 pp. Illustrations, Index. 
Softcover. CAN $29.95.

http://www.globalgenealogy.com/
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original ticket holder, 
then did all succeeding 
transactions under their 
own names.)

The book concludes 
with biographies, stories, 
oral traditions regarding 
some of the key figures 
working in the settle-

ments, and prominent 
descendants of settlers. 
A surname-only index 
locates families and 
individuals mentioned in 
the text.

It is nice to see this im-
portant piece of Ontario-
Irish history back in print. 

Anyone with Irish in the 
Bathurst or Peterbor-
ough Districts of Ontario 
should take a close look at 
this resource.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The year 2014 is the 
centenary of the start 
of World War I. Many 
families will want to find 
their connection to this 
event. Over six hundred 
thousand Canadian men 
and women served in the 
Great War with approxi-
mately sixty thousand 
giving their lives.

Mr. Wright is a re-
cently retired military ar-
chivist at the Library and 
Archives Canada (LAC) 
where most of Canada’s 
World War I records are 
stored. He has worked 
with these records ex-
tensively, and it shows in 
this easy to read and very 
practical guide. The book 
includes great examples, 
using soldiers from the 
author’s own family and 
from other soldiers when 
additional examples are 
needed.

After a brief introduc-
tion to the organization 
of the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force, the book 
focuses on the records of 
noncommissioned offi-
cers and other ranks, then 
the offices. Three sets of 

records were originally 
created, later combined 
and culled into one set, 
keeping the paperwork 
that confirmed military 
service and those needed 
for pension entitlement. 
Even so, the records that 
have survived provide 
lots of valuable informa-
tion about the soldiers, 
their origins, and their 
careers. Samples of many 
of the documents typi-
cally found in the pen-
sion file are explained 
and illustrated. Attention 
is also given to those that 
might have additional or 
different records, such 
as: aboriginal Canadians; 
prisoners of war; Ca-
nadian Siberian Expe-
ditionary Forces; Nurs-
ing sisters; and padres. 
Records not arranged by 
soldier, but which have 
potential for providing 
assistance in locating the 
soldier or putting him 
or her into context are 
also discussed, such as: 
hospital admission and 
discharge papers; court 
martials; wartime pen-
sions; troopships to and 

from the UK; medals, 
honors, and awards; war 
diaries; photographs; and 
more.

The remaining three 
sections of the book ad-
dress the War Dead, the 
Royal Canadian Navy, and 
Canadians who served 
in British Service (espe-
cially the different flying 
branches of the service). 
Some of these records are 
not at LAC. Many are at 
The National Archives at 
Kew, England; but they 
may also be in other ar-
chives scattered across the 
globe. The book concludes 
with a good select bibli-
ography, a listing of useful 
Internet sites, and infor-
mation on other archival 
repositories and resources. 
The book has no index, 
but the table of contents is 
very detailed.

On speculation, I did 
a search on one surname 
in the main set of online 
attestation records, had 
seventy-two hits, and 
found many men born 
in England, includ-
ing a cousin I did not 
even know was living in 

Canadians at War 1914–1919: 
A Research Guide to War Service 
Records. By glenn Wright. 
Published by global heritage 
Press, 158 Laurier Avenue, Milton, 
Ontario, Canada L9T 4S2. 
 http://www.globalgenealogy.
com/. 2010. x, 150 pp. 
Illustrations. hardcover.  
CAN $42.95. Softcover  
Spiral-bound CAN $29.95
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The Essential Bibliographic Series: 
Napoleonic Wars.  
By Frederick C. Schneid. 
Published by Potomac Books, 
22841 Quicksilver Drive, Dulles, 
VA 20166.  
http://www.potomacbooksinc.
com/. 2012. xi, 119 pp.  
Softcover $14.95

Many of our ancestors 
served in the armies 
of Europe during the 
Napoleonic Wars. The 
numbers serving were 
huge, in territories from 
Russia to Spain, England 
to Italy, and everywhere 
in between, as were the 
numbers of displaced 
civilians. Where does one 
go to find an ancestor 
involved in the battles at 
Borodino, Jena, Austerlitz, 
Ligny, Waterloo, or any 
of the many campaigns 
that occurred throughout 
Europe?

This book is a good 
starting point. It is doubly 
important in examining 
the changing nature of 
Napoleonic historiography 
in the English-speaking 
world, looking at the most 
significant works and 
schools of thought while 
offering insight and criti-
cal questions.

There has been an ex-
plosion of Napoleonic lit-
erature since the 1970s, as 
Europe emerged from the 

Cold War and access to 
archives in Eastern Europe 
became easier. Classic 
Napoleonic literature in 
France has propagated the 
Bonapartist agenda, coun-
teracted to some extent 
by British and German 
literature. But little had 
been written about the 
wars from a Spanish, Ital-
ian, Austrian, or Prussian 
perspective, and even less 
of it getting translated into 
or written in English. For 
Americans this makes ac-
cess to information about 
what happened in Europe 
in this period difficult to 
locate.

The book itself is di-
vided into six chapters: the 
origins of Napoleonic war-
fare; the Napoleonic wars; 
the campaigns; satellites 
and minor states—pup-
pets or independent ac-
tors; armies of the Napo-
leonic Wars; and Britain, 
Spain, and the Peninsula 
War. Throughout the book 
the different perspectives 
of individual authors or 

schools of thought are 
put forward and put into 
context. The classic must-
read texts are highlighted, 
as are those providing 
new insights into research. 
Where the best material 
on a particular year, battle, 
or campaign is in another 
language, this resource 
identifies translations. The 
bibliography at the end of 
the book, organized by the 
chapters in the book, pulls 
together citations for all 
books mentioned within 
the text.

For the historian with 
family connections in 
Europe during the Napo-
leonic Wars, this short, 
easy-to-read book will 
guide the researcher to the 
best of classic and modern 
literature written, will give 
a variety or perspectives, 
and will help avoid much 
of the written material 
that regurgitates earlier 
writing or propaganda.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Canada (date and place 
of birth provided, along 
with name and address 
of father still in England 
given, so there are no 
doubts), and also a few 
Americans.

This book will guide 
the researcher through 
the process of searching 
online and paper records, 
understanding those 
records, and deciding how 
to proceed with research. 

For those who have family 
connections in Canada 
at the time of World War 
I, these records are well 
worth a look.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.potomacbooksinc.com/
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The Essential Bibliographic 
Series: War in European History, 
1660–1792. By Jeremy Black. 
Published by Potomac Books, 
22841 Quicksilver Drive, 
Dulles, VA 20166. http://www.
potomacbooksinc.com/. 2009. x, 
112 pp. Softcover $14.95

Scots Episcopalians at Home  
and Abroad 1689–1800.  
By David Dobson. Published by 
Clearfield Publishing,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211  
http://www.genealogical.com/. 
2011. vii, 160 pp. Softcover. $21

In older literature there 
is the misconception that 
European military history 
in this period was limited 
and indecisive. In reality, 
there is much going on in 
Europe with constantly 
changing alliances and 
struggles for thrones and 
territories. Mr. Black puts 
activities in Europe dur-
ing this period into their 
true global perspective, 
and thereby emphasizes a 
theme common in much 
of his writings.

This small book 
covers a lot of ground, 
examining: the role of 
European powers in 
a global context; the 

relationship between war 
and the building of the 
state through government 
development, creation 
of bureaucratic bodies, 
support among land-
owners and merchants; 
dominance on land, sea, 
and outside Europe; and 
the changing nature of 
war both in terms of 
equipment and tactics. 
For American readers, a 
separate chapter on the 
American War of Inde-
pendence focuses on the 
political situation and 
how the war fit with what 
was happening in Europe, 
especially with regard to 
the French.

The book concludes 
with a full bibliography, 
pulling together full cita-
tions for all the references 
mentioned within the text. 
There is no index.

This bibliography will 
guide the researcher in 
placing any given war or 
European country dur-
ing this time period into 
its global and political 
context. References to in-
dividual campaigns might 
assistant the family histo-
rian, but this book deals 
more with the big picture 
rather that the details.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

This book identifies Epis-
copalians during a crucial 
period in Scottish history. 
It therefore begins by 
explaining the formation 
of the Episcopal Church 
in Scotland.

When, in 1688, King 
William of Orange and 
Queen Mary came to the 
throne, they were faced 
with the fact that most of 
the bishops in Scotland 
had sworn allegiance to 
the exiled King James VII 
of Scotland. To deal with 
the problem, King William 
decided that henceforth 
the Church of Scotland 
would be Presbyterian. The 
Episcopacy was thus dises-
tablished. Dobson suggests 
that, when this happened, 
approximately one-quarter 

of Scotland’s people were 
Episcopalian.

The numbers of Episco-
palians were reduced with 
laws to prevent the min-
isters preaching to groups 
larger than nine. They gen-
erally supported the exiled 
Stuarts, and many of the 
churches were destroyed 
during the retributions fol-
lowing the defeats in 1715 
and 1745. Stricter penal 
laws followed not allow-
ing Episcopalians to hold 
office, or go to university, 
or college. Some Episco-
palians chose to emigrate, 
especially the clergy; 
some were transported as 
Jacobite prisoners of war 
to work in the plantations; 
some left for Europe and 
the colonies.

In 1788, after the death 
of Bonnie Prince Char-
lie, the Scottish bishops 
agreed to pray for King 
George III, resulting 
in the penal laws being 
removed in 1792. But 
by then the church had 
been greatly reduced in 
numbers. All this persecu-
tion makes the survival 
of records scanty and the 
original manuscripts can 
be highly scattered. To 
address this situation, Mr. 
Dobson has scoured sixty-
one different manuscripts 
and published sources, 
extracting named Episco-
palians during the period 
1689–1800 in both Scot-
land and North America.

A typical entry reads:
Gall,	John, of Kinloch, 

http://www.potomacbooksinc.com/
http://www.potomacbooksinc.com/
http://www.genealogical.com/
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The Complete Seminole.  
By John E. Ernest. Published by 
Clearfield Publishing,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211.  
http://www.genealogical.com/.  
2012. 586 pp. 8½” x 11”. 
Softcover. $75.

The Complete Seminole is a 
collection of data relating 
to the Seminoles of Okla-
homa, particularly the ap-
plications and rolls of the 
Dawes Commission from 
1897–1905. Ernest pro-
vides indexes to the 1897 
census cards (also called 
final enrollment cards), 
the land allotment and de-
scription of the land type, 
Freedmen children and 
Seminole children born 
after 31 December 1899 
(also called new borns), 
Seminole Bands, and an 
assortment of related 
background material.

The book is loosely or-
ganized and arrangement 
does not follow current 
standards for formatting 
a book for print, even 
though there are numerous 
formatting guides available 
in book form, as well as 
online. Furthermore some 
of the footnotes located in 
sections one through three 
are generic rather than 
specific (e.g., footnote 7 on 
page 11 reads, “National 
Archives and Records Ad-
ministration (NARA).”)

Tabular data is provid-
ed in Sections 4 through 
12 without easy reference 
to the source from which 
the data was abstracted. A 
list of the sources used to 
build the databases, as well 
as a description of some 
of the records is located in 
Section 2, but it is remote 
from the data itself. This 
reviewer would have found 
it helpful if the author had 
placed the description and 
discussion of the sources 
used in each section at the 
beginning of the respec-
tive section, rather than 
altogether in Section 2.

Section 12 is titled 
“Every Name Index.” Al-
though the title implies it is 
an every-name index to the 
publication, it is not a con-
ventional index. This index 
is described on page 15 in 
Section 2. In addition, it 
is unfortunate there is no 
explanation of what the 
column headings repre-
sent. An individual new to 
research of the Seminoles 
in Oklahoma, or any of the 
Five Civilized Tribes, will 
probably find the heading 

confusing. Some of the 
headings are self-evident 
(e.g., the “Dawes #,” “age,” 
and “sex”), while others 
(e.g., “TEN” and “Page#”) 
are not.

In this derivative 
source, Ernest does a fine 
job of abstracting. How-
ever, because of the book’s 
organization, seasoned 
family genealogists and 
historians will find the 
work more helpful than 
the beginner. The text is 
full of useful data for in-
dividuals claiming to have 
Seminole roots and who 
applied for acceptance on 
the final rolls of the Dawes 
Commission.

Every repository with a 
Five Civilized Tribe focus 
will find the book useful 
to their patrons. This is a 
valuable resource, particu-
lar when used in tandem 
with records of the Dawes 
Commission on Fold3.
com and the land allot-
ment records on Family-
Search.org.

Linda Woodward Geiger, 
cg, cgl

Big Canoe, Georgia

Note: Book info appears on page 40.

married Mary Graeme, 
relict of Adam Mercer a 
writer in Edinburgh, in 
Fowlis’s Close, Edinburgh, 
26 April 1744 [DUAS: 
BrMS3/Dc/12].

This example illustrates 
both the strength and 
weakness of the book. The 
book identifies a specific 

person, and they are all 
listed in alphabetical order, 
so they are easy to locate, 
and it provides a specific 
source for the record so 
you can examine the origi-
nal. It also highlights the 
weakness in that the peo-
ple inside the entries (e.g., 
spouse, parents, in-laws, 

witnesses, etc.) rarely have 
entries of their own, and 
there is no separate index 
to be able to locate them. 
This is a book with lots of 
names marred by the lack 
of a complete index.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.genealogical.com/
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The series, Genealogy at 
a Glance, requires the au-
thors to be succinct. It is 
not easy task, but Gorm-
ley, author of Cherokee 
Connections (Baltimore: 
GPC, 1995) met the chal-
lenge.

Within the four 
pages of this quick guide, 
Gormley has provided 
overviews of the follow-
ing topics: “Cherokee 
History and Migration,” 
“Unlocking Cherokee 
Family History,” “Basic 
Genealogical Sources,” 
“Cherokee Freedmen and 
Black Indians,” “Rolls 
Pertaining to Cherokees,” 

“Other Online Resources,” 
and “Further Reading.”

Anyone researching 
Cherokee heritage will 
find this quick guide use-
ful and easy to carry from 
one research repository to 
another.

Linda Woodward Geiger, 
cg, cgl

Big Canoe, Georgia

This is an index of all 
estate-related records, 
chiefly found in will 
books, created by a county 
or city before 1866. The 
records of West Virginia 
will be indexed in two vol-
umes. This volume covers 
the counties of Barbour, 
Berkeley, Doddridge, 
Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, 
Harrison, Jefferson, Lewis, 
Marion, Mineral, Monon-
galia, Morgan, Pendleton, 
Pocahontas, Preston, 
Randolph, Taylor, Tucker, 
Tyler, Upshur, and Wetzel. 
The introductory pages 
identify what records were 
indexed for each county. 
This index was created 
from microfilm copies of 
the records, but now many 
of the records are online at 
FamilySearch.org.

The short introduction 
to the collection will help 
the researcher understand 
that terms can mean 
different things in differ-
ent counties, and that the 
records may be organized 
differently. The index itself 
identifies: name; location; 
what (type of record); year 
(of recording); and refer-
ence to original source. 
The index has 32,478 
entries, of which there 
are: 6,238 wills; 7,543 
appraisals or inventories; 
5,110 sales; 7,158 accounts 
or settlements; 2,858 
bonds; 3,104 guardianship 
records; nineteen surveys 
or plats; forty-three estate 
divisions; thirty-eight 
records of dower or allot-
ment; and 366 additional 
records. It should be 

noted that 637 records 
are for people residing 
outside the location where 
the referenced record was 
located. These are interest-
ing statistics showing the 
wide range of documents 
indexed here and showing 
how helpful this index will 
be to anyone doing West 
Virginia research.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Genealogy at a Glance: Cherokee 
Genealogy Research. By Myra 
Vanderpool gromley, cg. 
Published by genealogical 
Publishing , 3600 Clipper Mill 
Road Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 
21211. http://www.genealogical.
com/.  2012. 4 pp. 8½” x 11”, 
folded, laminated. $8.95.

Index to West Virginia Estates 
before 1866, Volume 1.  
Complied by Walter E. Pippenger. 
Compiled by  
Virginia genealogical Society, 
1900 Bryd Avenue Suite 104, 
Richmond, VA 23230.  
http://www.vgs.org/.  
2013. xxxix, 544 pp.  
hardcover. $50.

http://www.genealogical.com/
http://www.genealogical.com/
http://www.vgs.org/


43   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 25 Issue 3

Back to TOC

“Tisn’t he who has stood 
and looked on, that can tell 
you what slavery is—‘tis 
he who has endured.’” 
These words were spoken 
by John Little, a fugitive 
slave in 1855. From this 
sentiment was born the 
slave narrative. Dr. James 
M. Rose in Volume 1: Ex-
Slaves with Virginia Origins 
tapped into an underuti-
lized primary source, the 
Federal Writers’ Project 
(FWP) of the Works 
Progress Administration 
(WPA) slave narratives. 
Between 1936 and 1938, 
workers from the FWP, 
recorded twenty-three 
hundred interviews with 
aged ex-slaves in seventeen 
states. Dr. Rose and his 
students studied these nar-
ratives and pulled together 
a set of narratives from 
ex-slaves who had Vir-
ginia origins. This project 
includes photos, census 
excerpts, vital records, and 
other original and second-
ary resources. Also includ-
ed is an interview and an 
article with a descendant 
of the slave John Henry Jr. 
To view the Ex-Slave nar-
ratives, Adobe Reader for 
Windows or Macintosh 9.0 
or greater, and a personal 
computer with a DVD 
drive are needed.

Dr. Rose discovered em-
bedded in these interviews, 
“…sometimes frighteningly 
so—pictures of individuals’ 
pasts and family ances-
tries…” These family 

ancestries were verified us-
ing tools well-known to ge-
nealogists: census records, 
vital records, plantation 
records, etc. The narratives 
in this volume concentrate 
on ex-slaves that could 
trace their ancestry to the 
plantations in Virginia. Dr. 
Rose and his team found 
that not only was Virginia 
the “mother of the nation” 
as the most populous 
colony in American dur-
ing the colonial period, 
but it also nurtured more 
African American families 
than any other single state. 
The narratives uncover 
the migration of the white 
population west and the 
slaves they carried with 
them. Many times the slave 
families remained intact. 
There are also narratives of 
slaves who experienced be-
ing ‘sold south.’ This DVD 
shows African American 
genealogists and research-
ers how they can break 
through the “wall between 
slavery and freedom” that 
often discourages further 
research.

This book is with-
out a doubt unique as a 
resource for genealogists; 
however, several problems 
should cause the research-
er to be cautious in using 
it, and those who do will 
find it difficult due to the 
lack of an index of indi-
vidual names. Among the 
limitations of the resource 
are these three: 
1. Census records are 

excerpts from both 
ProQuest and Ances-
try.com. The resolution 
of some make them 
difficult to view, and 
the brevity of excerpts 
removes much useful 
material found in the 
full census entries in 
original sources.

2. The actual slave narra-
tives are poorly docu-
mented. A spot check 
of several narratives 
showed some were exact 
copies and others were 
derivative works created 
from the originals.

3. Complete source cita-
tion of all individual 
documents and photos 
is missing or incom-
plete throughout this 
DVD, rendering them 
of very limited use to 
the serious genealogist.
Dr. Rose and his 

students should be com-
mended for bringing the 
WPA Ex-Slave Narratives 
to the attention of gene-
alogists. The work would 
be more useful with full 
source citations using 
a standard format. The 
lack of an every-name 
index limits the useful-
ness of these narratives 
for a genealogy researcher. 
However, the work would 
be a useful teaching tool 
in public school and be-
ginner genealogy classes 
about the use of primary 
and secondary sources.

Catherine K. Wilson
Easton, Maryland

Generations: The WPA Ex-Slave 
Narrative Genealogical Resource 
Database. Volume I: Ex-Slaves with 
Virginia Origins.  
Dr. James M. Rose.  
Published by Clearfield Company 
3600 Clipper Mill Road Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211.  
http://www.genealogical.com/. 
2013. DVD, PDF formatted series. 
$39.99
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The Provincial Land Office 
of Maryland was respon-
sible for the dispensing of 
land from 1634 to 1777. 
Land was initially acquired 
by a warrant and then 
patented. The Warrant and 
Patents series were indexed 
in the five volume Settlers 
of Maryland by Peter Wil-
son Coldham. The Lord 
Proprietor’s personal hold 
on land affairs was much 
weakened during the royal 
period from 1689 to 1715, 
but revived immediately in 
1715 when his proprietary 
rights were restored. The 
Lord Proprietor kept track 
of what was due him in 
rent rolls and debt books, 
as each piece of land grant-

ed to a person was subject 
to a yearly rent according 
to the terms of the patent. 
The debt books consist of 
a list of persons owning 
land with the names and 
rents of each tract that he 
or she owned, all listed in 
one place under his or her 
name. Each liber contains 
information for only one 
county, but multiple years. 
These three volumes track 
the surviving records for 
St. Mary’s County.

The format for all three 
books is the same, with 
the data being presented 
in tabular form: liber and 
folio citation, with any 
pertinent date; name of the 
person paying the taxes; 

name of the tract of land; 
and acreage. Each book has 
its own index to the names 
of all people and tracts. It 
is important to track land 
ownership across a time pe-
riod especially for intestate 
estates, land inherited by 
women, and land that is not 
specified in a will.

This comprehensive 
index for St. Mary’s 
County will be a real 
benefit to Maryland 
researchers, especially 
when used in conjunc-
tion with other published 
indexes. It therefore 
should be added to any 
Maryland collection.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

 Abstracts of the Debt Books of 
the Provincial Land Office of 
Maryland – St. Mary’s County Vol. 
I:1753–1759, iv, 282 pp.; Vol. II: 
1760–1766, iv, 301 pp.; Vol. III: 
1767–1774, iv, 327 pp.  
Published by Clearfield Publishing, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211.  
http://www.genealogical.com/. 
2013. Indexed. Softcover. $35.
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*

Now even those of you who don’t 
speak a word of computerese can 
create & maintain a professional 
looking, fully functional website.

With EasyNetSites, you can:    
     Quickly & easily create web
     pages, insert photos & links

     Operate online databases:
     - Cemetery Lists & Records
     - Death Notices & Obituaries
     - Library & Archive Records
     - Links, Facts & Documents
    

   Manage Membership & Groups
   - Track Dues &Renewal
   - Filter, Sort and Report
   - Surname Research Listings

   Send “Blast” Emails
   - Event Reminders
   - Newsletter Distributions
   - Renewal Reminders
   - General Notices & more!

   Maintain a List of Events
   Moderate Interactive Forums
   Sell items in an online Store

EasyNetSites

For more information or a free, no obligation demonstration  
email AskUs@EasyNetSites.com or call us at 813.269.4455 

Be your own Webmaster. Manage your Organization.

Specializing in Genealogical,
Historical and Family Societies

http://www.genealogical.com/
http://http://www.easynetsites.com


http://www.familysearch.org
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to a society bylaws review and 
the FGS Insurance Program.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 
articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

Number of members Price

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View	a	sample	issue	of	FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Spring Issue January 1 January 15 April 15
Summer Issue April 1 April 15 July 15
Fall Issue July 1 July 15 October 15
Winter Issue October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie	Carbonetti.
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The Total Recall Research  Log

Evernote
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Spring 2012

In this Issue…

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieS
Volume 24 Number 2

Summer 2012

Children	and	Young	People	

in	Genealogy	Today

Britain, the USA, and Beyond

More	Membership	Information
Join	Online

http://www.fgs.org/pdf/forum09summer.pdf
mailto:s2carbonetti%40sbcglobal.net?subject=FORUM%20Advertising
http://fgs.org/membership/index.php
https://www.fgs.org/join/
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