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The FGS 2013 conference is now just 
a memory and I hope that everyone 
who had a chance to attend enjoyed 
the variety of lectures presented 
during the four days, not to men-
tion had the opportunity to research 
at the Allen County Public Library. 
For me, conferences are a wonderful 
time to reconnect with genealogy 
friends and to reinvigorate that urge 
to break through brick walls thanks 
to something a speaker may have 

said or written in their syllabus mate-
rial. Sometimes, all it takes is a slight 
change in course to take us to where 
we want to be. And that’s true for 
FORUM. Over the next few issues, 
you will begin to see changes taking 
place in regards to content. The goal 
is to bring FORUM to the masses by 
addressing the needs of the genealog-
ical research community, while still 
providing some direction to societ-
ies and their boards. One of the first 

changes you will 
see is that begin-
ning with this 
issue, FORUM 
will be sequenced 
by only a volume 
and number. 
Your support for 
FORUM is greatly 
appreciated and Matt and I hope you 
enjoy this issue.

From the Editor

Sue Zacharias
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FORUM, Sandra
Hargreaves Lueb-
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is a description of her many contributions to 
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2 Fall 2010, Volume 22 Number 3

4   •  FGS Forum  •  Vol 25 Issue 2

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieS

mailto:editor%40fgs.org?subject=FORUM
mailto:office%40fgs.org?subject=FGS%20Membership
http://www.fgs.org


The War of 1812 Pension and Bounty Land 
Files in the National Archives are being digitized 
and placed online for FREE! A Bicentennial 
project led by the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies in conjunction with Fold3, Ancestry.
com and the National Archives. Help make this 
$3.7M dollar project a reality by the end of the 
War of 1812 Bicentennial in 2015!

To take an image of each pension page costs 
approximately .45 cents.  Every dollar you 
contribute preserves two images of these 
precious documents for future generations. In 
addition, Ancestry.com has generously offered 
to match all contributions, so now each dollar 
contributed will digitize four pages. With 7.2 
million images, there is much to do and you can 
help us make a difference!

IF YOU…
•	 Love history and its precious records
•	 Have an ancestor who served in the War
•	 Support historical records being made 

available for FREE
•	 Believe in preserving the history of the 

United States of America
•	 Are a friend of the National Archives of the 

United States
•	 Support public or private partnerships in 

government to reduce taxes
•	 Want your children and grand-children to 

have a meaningful historical experience

THEN JOIN US in this effort to Preserve the 
Pensions of the 180,000 soldiers who served in 
the War of 1812!

To learn more or to contribute go to: www.fgs.org
To view the FREE images already online, go to:

http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions/

PrESErvE THE PENSIONS
war OF 1812

http://www.fgs.org
http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions
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State of our Societies
D. Joshua TaylorBy D. Joshua Taylor, FGS President

With summer over and fall upon us, many of our societ-
ies looked towards their annual fall seminars, elections, 
and other activities. With October designated as Family 
History Month and genealogy back on television, the 
potential to engage our existing members and entice new 
audiences to join was greater than ever before. The ques-
tion, though, still remains, was YOUR society ready?

Genealogy Roadshow premiered 23 September 2013 
on PBS and showcased everyday individuals working 
on their own family tree. The show offered multiple 
“genealogy teaching moments” and some amazing 
discoveries. Have you made contact with your local 
PBS station? Local PBS stations might be eager to host 
events for their donors relating to the show, even after 
its initial run. From viewing parties to mini-family 
history seminars there are multiple avenues for your so-
ciety to become involved in the excitement. In addition 
to spreading the word to your society members, now 
is a perfect time to enrich your local community with 
the tremendous offerings of your society. Go beyond 
your events and publications to offer some one-on-one, 
interactive experiences, and be sure your society’s social 
networking tools (Twitter, Facebook, Goog1e+, and oth-
ers) are ready and active to encourage those who have 
already viewed the episodes.

We have also seen the triumphant return and re-
newal of Who Do You Think You Are? on The Learning 
Channel. With episodes available on iTunes, there are 
plenty of opportunities for members of your society to 
view, comment, and interact with this content. Many 
societies have worked to create their own version of 
the show featuring local celebrities. Yet, opportuni-
ties in this arena still exist. Thinking of starting 
your society’s YouTube channel? Why not feature 
short mini- Who Do You Think You Are videos 
featuring local celebrities from your area. A key 
to presenting family history in video format 
is to keep it short and interesting —capture a 
unique story that prominently showcases col-
lections within your library or presents your 
society’s unique expertise. Remember, many 
of our societies are THE EXPERTS within 

their local community. Work to leverage your expertise 
to gain further exposure for your organization.

The Federation of Genealogical Societies has recently 
released a new mobile app designed to showcase our 
member societies through a mobile version of Soci-
ety Hall. The app, available for both iOS and Android 
devices, makes your entry in Society Hall even more 
valuable, as your contact information is now accessible to 
millions of mobile device users who may come across the 
app when searching for genealogy. Ensure your website 
address, contact information, and social media links are 
up-to-date. First impressions are important and Society 
Hall can be a gateway to new members for your society.

In closing, as fall is upon us, many societies are get-
ting ready for elections and new officers starting at the 
beginning of the year. Are you ready to pass along key 
information to the new recruits? Start planning NOW 
to transfer key documents and those important details 
to the next person who will fill your shoes. Plan training 
sessions, conference calls, and in-person meetings to 
ensure they are able to “hit the ground running” when 
their new term begins. Easing the transition from one 
officer to the next is key to keeping an organization 
running steadily. For ideas on this, check out the article, 
“Welcoming and training new members to the board” 
on page 10.

Until next time,
Iosh



By Taneya Koonce
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Have you ever stumbled upon a genealogy resource and were 
not just amazed, but you also wanted to share it with the 
world? That is how we at Hack Genealogy felt when we 

heard about the Who’s Who in TN project over at the TNGenWeb 
Project. Right away, we knew we wanted more than just a cursory 
review of this new resource . . . we also wanted to interview Taneya 
Koonce, the brains behind this beauty of a website.

If you had to give an elevator speech about the Who’s 
Who in TN project, what would it be?
The Who’s Who in TN project is designed to make often-overlooked 
biographical information easier to find, search, and share. Since 
we’ve started, the book text itself has been scanned and made avail-
able online as a PDF by FamilySearch, but by leveraging the catego-
rization and social features of a content management system, the 

Who’s who 
in TN Project

GenealoGyHaCKeD
This article originally appeared at Hack Genealogy, http://hackgenealogy.com.

http://tngenweb.org/whos-who/
http://familysearch.org
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goal for this project was to make that information more 
accessible for our county researchers. The emphasis 
was to organize profiles by county.

How did the idea of creating the Who’s 
Who in TN website get started?
I came across the biographies in the Who’s Who in 
Tennessee: A Biographical Reference Book of Notable 
Tennesseans of Today (1911) book approximately two 
years ago and I knew right away it would be a great 
resource to have online. At that time, it was not yet 
online with FamilySearch. I could have chosen to do 
as they did, just digitize it and post it, but I wanted to 
make the relationship between individual and county 
much more explicit. I am an information professional 
in my day job, and indexing is a love of mine . . . so I 
decided, why not create a database to more fully index 
the entries? I had gotten my first real experience with 
crowd-sourced indexing from the 1940 Census where 
I coordinated about fifty people who were indexing on 
behalf of TNGenWeb. We did an awesome job with that 
effort -placing in the top 10 for the large society groups 
on the 1940 Census Indexing Leadership Board. Once 
the indexing was over, I moved on to a new endeavor 
and the Who’s Who project was born.

Let’s talk logistics and the project itself. Can 
you give us a brief timeline as to the process 
involved?
I knew that this project would require help from vol-
unteers, so I initially started exploring different ways to 
do that. Not finding any off-the-shelf options that I felt 
would work for our needs, I decided to go old-school 
just send PDF files of the pages to volunteers. Then, in 
turn, they would post those entries to the WordPress 
site. The volunteer transcriptions started just about 
one year ago. I wanted to have a sizable amount of bios 
online before publicly announcing the database, thus, 
we have just begun to share it publicly as we now have 
more than fifteen hundred bios posted. Overall, it’s been 
about one year of work. Keep in mind this is balanced 
by our non-genealogy lives too! I work full-time and 
have a family of seven so we all have to go offline every 
now and then.

What about scanning the book, transcrib-
ing text, and getting the contents up on the 
TNGenWeb Project site? What was involved?
The book copy I have is quite fragile and would not 
have stood up to a scanner and I don’t have access to a 
book scanner. Taking pictures with my phone served 
as my scanner. I tried the CamScanner app for a while, 
but found it faster to edit pictures in Picasa, and then 
save the images as PDF for distribution to volunteers. I 
would typically send about ten pages at a time to each 
volunteer, using a Google Docs spreadsheet to track 
completion rates. Volunteers could either return the 
transcriptions to me in a Word document, or learn how 
to post the bios directly to the WordPress website. After 
each bio was posted, I would review them, tag them 
with appropriate categories and tags if the volunteer had 
not already done so, and then publish them.

This project had to take a lot of volunteers 
and volunteer hours. Did the volunteers 
come on board with set skills or was this an 
opportunity for them to learn new skills?
Over the course of the year we’ve had about ten vol-
unteers contribute their time. None of them had ever 
used WordPress before, so that was a learning oppor-
tunity for them all! One or two have stuck with using 
just Word to share the bios with me, but all the others 
posted directly to the site, even applying categories and 
tags as per the instructions. WordPress makes it easy 
to have site contributors, so you’ll notice on the Who’s 

https://the1940census.com/
http://www.wordpress.com
https://www.camscanner.net/
https://drive.google.com
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Who site that each post has the name of the person 
who did the transcription.

The technology: what platform did you 
choose for Who’s Who in TN? What others 
did you look at, but didn’t choose? Did you 
need to upgrade any of the TNGenWeb Proj-
ect infrastructure in terms of memory, disk 
space, new servers?
I ultimately decided to use WordPress, though I did 
heavily consider a standard php/MySQL database. In the 
end, while a php/MySQL database would have offered 
advantages in terms of granularity of the indexing, I chose 
WordPress because of its ease of use for contributors, for 
making site updates truly explicit with the built-in RSS 
feeds, and for the many design options available with 
themes. While I can cobble together a php/mysql site, a 
WP one would look much more professional given my 
limited technical skill set! In terms of infrastructure, the 
TNGenWeb site is on a shared hosting platform and we’ve 
run WordPress installations for two years with success. 
As this new site has been used more, we have noticed 
slightly slower loading times, so I’m currently investigat-
ing using cache plugins to improve loading times for our 
visitors. Another benefit is the search engine optimization 
currently built into WordPress. Our entries show up in 
Google very quickly and until this weekend most of our 
traffic had been through Google searches.

It looks like you’ve incorporated the latest 
social media hooks into the project like an 
RSS feed. Why is this important?
This is important because as much as possible, I believe 
in pushing information out to researchers. It wastes 
their time to assume they need to come to you and see 
what is new when there are mainstream options, such as 
RSS feeds, for pushing data to users. The USGenWeb is 
a data-driven project and our goal is to get data into the 
hands of the researchers that want it. What better way 
than RSS or e-mail subscription options! For some of 
my individual county sites I have close to one hundred 
people signed up to get updates by e-mail. That means, 
each and every time we add new information, they are 
getting it directly. I think this is great for increasing the 
relevance and visibility of the USGenWeb.

What is your role with TNGenWeb and what 
other projects have you worked on?
I am currently the state coordinator, a role I’ve had for 
the past two years. I also maintain a few of the county 
sites in the state. For the TNGenWeb, I am also in the 
process of organizing projects for yearbook indexing 
and newspaper indexing. For the NCGenWeb I’ve also 
done similar projects such as constructing a newspa-
per indexing project (NC People in the Papers, http://
www.ncgenweb-data.com/ncnews) and a yearbook 
indexing project (NC Yearbook Index, http://www.
ncgenweb-data.com/ybook). I am also constructing a 
WordPress-based site for indexing items from Florida 
newspapers for the FLGenWeb. I also help coordina-
tors in these states use WordPress for their own sites 
if interested and am happy that we have about 30-40 
percent of our coordinators in both states using Word-
Press (or other content management systems (CMS)). 
It is great to see that kind of uptake as I believe they 
truly see the value in what CMS platforms can offer.

In closing, if another genealogy or histori-
cal society—or even an individual—wanted 
to take on a similar project, do you have 
any advice?
I think this is a great model for the various ways we 
can all bring more information online. Especially when 
it comes to older material that is already publicly avail-
able but not organized in a way that is most efficient 
for genealogists and family historians. My advice 
would be to consider what your goals are, plan accord-
ingly, and just get started! WordPress may or may not 
be the right option for you, but it is an easy entry-point 
into “crowd-sourcing” projects in a way that doesn’t 
intimidate volunteers.

Taneya Koonce is a genealogy blogger with a pas-
sion for contributing to the USGenWeb Project. 
She is currently state coordinator for TNGenWeb 
Project, webmaster and an assistant state coordi-
nator (ASC) for the NCGenWeb and an ASC for 
FLGenWeb. In her work with the USGenWeb, she 
actively promotes the use of technology. Visit her 
blog, My Genealogy Blog, at http://www.taneya-
kalonji.com/genblog.

http://www.ncgenweb-data.com/ncnews
http://www.ncgenweb-data.com/ncnews
http://www.ncgenweb-data.com/ybook
http://www.ncgenweb-data.com/ybook
http://usgenweb.org/
http://tngenweb.org/
http://tngenweb.org/
http://www.ncgenweb.us/
http://www.flgenweb.org/
http://www.taneya-kalonji.com/genblog
http://www.taneya-kalonji.com/genblog


Society boards are anything but static. New mem-
bers join, old ones leave, even older ones return. 
People change ideas and views as they learn, talk, 

and grow more experienced. And that is why having 
new board members is critical to the ongoing success 
of most boards. These new members, or “fresh blood,” 
can make an average board good, and a good board 
exceptional. But without the proper training, these new 

board members can become frustrated and ineffective, 
making your board as a whole much less than it could 
or should be.

Why is it important to welcome and train new board 
members? A proper welcome and training will help new 
members: take on roles in the organization quickly and 
comfortably; feel more connected to one another and 
the organization; provide a better understanding of their 
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role on the board; and to be more motivated to do a 
better job.

When should you welcome and train new board 
members? It will depend on your organization, like how 
often you meet and how often new members join the 
board. Many boards find that holding an official orienta-
tion session once a year, either before a regular meeting 
or during an organization’s annual retreat, makes more 
sense. If your group has a certain time of year in which 
it recruits or elects new members, it makes sense to hold 
an orientation meeting immediately after the new mem-
bers come onboard. Orientation can also take place in a 
casual manner, such as a dinner or meeting with just the 
organization’s president.

This more casual approach makes sense when the or-
ganization is local and/or very small, new board mem-
bers already know most of the existing board members, 
or new board members are already familiar with the 
organization’s work.

How to welcome and train an effective board
There are three major steps to welcome and train a 
board successfully: advance preparation, the welcoming 
and training session itself, and the follow-up. Let’s take a 
closer look at these steps.

Advance preparation
First, decide who should attend the welcoming and 
training session. Will it be just for new board members 
or will it include the entire board? Decide if paid staff 
will be present. New board members should not only 
meet the organization’s paid employees, if applicable, 
but also meet some of the organization’s key volunteers. 
Next, consider who should best facilitate the meeting. 
Usually the facilitator role falls to the board chair or 
president, but not always.

Remember to send out information for attendees 
to look over before the meeting. All attendees should 
receive: a notice of the meeting, along with all relevant 
information, such as when the meeting will be held, 
where, and what hotels are available if the meeting isn’t 
local for everyone; a proposed agenda; and contact 
information for all board members, such as mail and 
e-mail addresses and phone numbers.

New members should also receive a board manual, 
if one exists; minutes of previous meetings; the or-
ganization’s bylaws and standing rules; and materials 
developed for the organization, such as membership 
brochures, to help the new board member better under-
stand the organization’s mission.

The welcoming and training session
It is important to make sure everyone has a chance to 
meet. If people haven’t met, they should be introduced. 
One reason people join boards is to meet other people. 
The easier you make this experience, the happier (and 
more effective) your board is likely to be.

During the session, remember to explain and review 
major board concerns including: the board manual; the 
organization’s mission, vision, and values; an overview of 
the organization’s history; roles and responsibilities of the 
board and staff; an administrative calendar which sched-
ules important board activities; an organizational chart, 
including the list of current and planned committees; and 
information about how the board conducts its meetings.

Many boards use Robert’s Rules of Order to help run 
meetings smoothly and efficiently. If your board doesn’t 

There are three major steps 

to welcome and train a board 

successfully: advance preparation, 

the welcoming and training session 

itself, and the follow-up.



and is frustrated with its meeting process, you might 
consider using Robert’s Rules. This really depends on how 
formal your board is. Robert’s Rules are logical and offer 
a good set of guidelines for running a meeting, but they 
are also very detailed and can be problematic if an unruly 
board member knows the ins and outs of the rules. Al-
though your organization probably doesn’t intentionally 
appoint unruly board members, they do manage to get on 
the board. In addition, Robert’s Rules can be intimidat-
ing to those not familiar with them and with procedure 
in general. In a small society, the board may be better off 
either using a modified version of Robert’s Rules, or creat-
ing their own guidelines or group norms.

Before the welcoming and training session is over, 
make sure to involve new board members immediately. 
Don’t let them go home without any homework! Involve 
them in relevant committees or on projects that inter-
est them. Becoming immediately immersed in a group’s 
work will help to solidify why that member decided to 
join the board in the first place.

After the welcoming and training session
Send out minutes detailing what was said, with a special 
emphasis on what agreements were made and what ac-
tions were to come out of the meeting. For example, “Ken 
has agreed to contact the different banks in our area to 
ask for their financial support for our upcoming fund-
raiser.” Make sure these minutes are sent out promptly—
within a week of the meeting. Minutes from a meeting 
held three months ago will lose much of their power to 
prompt people to follow up on their commitments.

Send out an evaluation form to all board members 
asking for their opinions on how they thought the 
orientation session went. Again, this should go out 
promptly or given to board members at the end of the 
session. Asking for an evaluation at the meeting can be 
advantageous because ideas and thoughts will be fresh 
on everyone’s minds.

For new members, follow up with a phone call or 
e-mail to see if they have any remaining questions. The 
person who calls can also make sure the new member 
feels comfortable with what they have committed to do 
and to provide more details of the specific work they 
have volunteered for.

Ongoing training of board members
Of course, once you finish the original training session, 

your work has really just begun. Board training can (and 
should!) continue as long as your board is functioning. 
Not only does this help your board become stronger, it 
also provides a chance for board members to continue 
their education.

There are several ways to approach continuous 
board training. One is to schedule regular training 
sessions several times a year, perhaps three or four, 

although the kind of training may depend on what 
issues are affecting the organization. Another way is to 
arrange a session when a problem arises or when board 
members say, “We need help here.” A third possibility 
is to organize trainings around predetermined topics, 
such as: board responsibilities and legal issues (liability, 
conflict of interest, etc.); financial matters, including 
fundraising; strategic planning; marketing and PR; and 
relations with the community.

Summary
A well-defined, well-run training session will help make 
your board’s work outstanding. For further ideas to help 
grow your board and organization visit the University of 
Kansas Community Tool Box at http://ctb.ku.edu. 
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Where did the summer 
go? From vacations, to 
Fourth of July fire-

works, to family reunions, I hope 
you were able to take a trip back to 
your ancestor’s hometown, visited 
one of America’s historic parks or 
sites, or even found research time at 
the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City, the National Archives, or 
in another repository. While many 
genealogy societies take a break from 
formal meetings during the summer 
months, they still work behind the 
scenes to increase membership, plan 
for future conferences, or to complete 
special projects. Here is a summary 
of FGS member society activities.

Society highlights
The Dunham Singletary Family 
Connection (DSFC) of Brownsboro, 
Alabama, has been publishing its 
quarterly newsletter for more than 
ten years. There are several differ-
ent lines of Dunhams who came to 
America, and one of these groups 
actually began with a man named 
Richard Singeltary, whose oldest son 
took the Dunham surname. Indi-
viduals looking for their heritage 
under the Dunham surname are 
also included in this family as-
sociation. DSFC reports that they 
have embarked on an interesting 
new project to locate the origin of 
the American Dunham immigrant 
families and where they came from 
in England. “We are beginning 
with the ancestry of a man known 

to us as ‘Deacon John Dunham of 
Plymouth.’ John Dunham was the 
son of Richard Dunham, poulter, of 
Langford, Bedfordshire, England. 
DNA results of John Dunham show 
that they belong to haplogroup 11a,” 
writes Gratia Dunham Mahoney, 
editor of the association’s newslet-
ter. DSFC is now actively looking 
for men living in England with the 
Dunham surname who are will-
ing to participate in DNA analysis. 
Results from this information will 
help DSFC to more clearly define 
the English Dunham families and to 
trace back to their origins.

The Virginia Beach (Virginia) Ge-
nealogical Society held their annual 
conference in March 2013. Actor, 
Hank Z. Jones, author of Psychic 
Roots, presented four outstanding 
lectures. The society is now planning 
its fall conference, co-sponsored 
with the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, to be held on 
Saturday, 19 October 2013 at the 
Stake Center in Virginia Beach, 
with speakers and topics to be an-
nounced. If interested, check their 
website at http://www.vbgsva.org for 
more information.

Fun, Sun, and  
Genealogy
By lisa a. alzo, mFa

lisa a. alzo
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Plans for the annual election of the 
Calhoun County (Michigan) Ge-
nealogical Society will be held on 
24 September 2013. The following 
positions are currently vacant: cor-
responding secretary, MGC delegate 
and two alternates, recording secre-
tary, treasurer, and vice president. 
Members interested in running for 
any of the positions should contact 
the society’s president or current 
vice president. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.rootsweb.
com/~micalhou/ccgs.htm.

The Czechoslovak Heritage 
Museum library and archives of 
Oakbrook, Illinois, held an open 
house on Saturday, 29 June 2013, 
featuring a lecture on Jan Jus and 
“An Apotheosis of the Suffering for 
the Cause of Reformation of the Na-

tion of Jan Hus and of the Bohemian 
and Moravian Brethren” painting by 
Josef Koci.

The ozarks Genealogical Society 
of Springfield, Missouri, held their 
33rd annual conference on 13–14 
September 2013 at the Howard 
Johnson Convention Center and 
Hotel, in Springfield. FGS Presi-
dent, D. Joshua Taylor, was the 
keynote speaker.

The Tip-o-Texas Genealogy So-
ciety in Harlingen, Texas, reported 
that in recent months they have 
enjoyed quite a few presentations 
focusing on document and photo 
preservation, scanning, phone apps, 
and other such technical informa-
tion. Their June workshop presented 
portions of the PBS special, Finding 

Oprah’s Roots, and Coralie Somers 
came up with an extremely help-
ful list of Harlingen Public Library 
holdings that can assist in research-
ing African American ancestry or 
descendants. Relevant handouts, 
online links, and book recommen-
dations were also offered at this 
meeting. You can learn more about 
this society at http://totgs.org.

The Rochester (new york) Genea-
logical Society held their annual 
picnic and ice cream social on Sat-
urday, 30 June 2013. It was a great 
summertime “show and tell” where 
members could learn more about 
each other in a relaxed setting.

Hopefully you were able to stay cool 
this summer and enjoyed time with 
family, friends, and your ancestors!

Introducing the Society Management Tool 
to Move your Organization Forward!  

$195
Annual Service Fee

*Up to 99 members.  100 to 299 members is $295.
Above 300 members is $35 per additional 300.

*

Now even those of you who don’t 
speak a word of computerese can 
create & maintain a professional 
looking, fully functional website.

With EasyNetSites, you can:    
     Quickly & easily create web
     pages, insert photos & links

     Operate online databases:
     - Cemetery Lists & Records
     - Death Notices & Obituaries
     - Library & Archive Records
     - Links, Facts & Documents
    

   Manage Membership & Groups
   - Track Dues &Renewal
   - Filter, Sort and Report
   - Surname Research Listings

   Send “Blast” Emails
   - Event Reminders
   - Newsletter Distributions
   - Renewal Reminders
   - General Notices & more!

   Maintain a List of Events
   Moderate Interactive Forums
   Sell items in an online Store

EasyNetSites

For more information or a free, no obligation demonstration  
email AskUs@EasyNetSites.com or call us at 813.675.4400 

Be your own Webmaster. Manage your Organization.

Specializing in Genealogical,
Historical and Family Societies
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The gadget featured in this 
issue is decidedly low-
tech but something I use 

on an almost daily basis. While 
small enough to fit in my wallet, it 
provides access to multiple, terrific 
services, especially when combined 
with a laptop or a tablet. In addition, 
its low cost appeals to my frugal 
nature. This wonderful item is my 
public library card.

Just as genealogical societies and 
many other organizations have had 
to adapt in recent years, the public 
library has been no exception. With 
the advent of e-readers and the 
Internet, libraries have struggled 
with defining and carrying out their 
missions in many ways. But rather 
than refusing to adapt, a number 
of libraries have chosen to embrace 
technology and provide additional 
services to the public.

The brick and mortar public 
library still serves many of the same 
purposes it always has: providing 
meeting space, recognized reference 
expertise, and, of course, as a reposi-
tory of books, newspapers, videos, 
and other media.

The community space offered 
can be for many reasons. A number 
of our genealogy organizations meet 
in public libraries. Some have an 
even stronger relationship in which 
the society houses or contributes 
genealogical materials to the facility. 
Either way, the library serves as a 
nucleus for the events of the organi-
zation.

The library can serve other 
educational missions. For one thing, 
they make for an obvious location to 
promote genealogy society out-
reach. Besides housing collections 
and hosting meetings, your geneal-
ogy society could, or likely already 
does, host beginner or intermediate 
classes, research consultations, or 
other events in the library.

And not all educational opportu-
nities have to be specific to geneal-
ogy. You may find that your local 
public library offers free or low-cost 
classes on topics ranging from 
digital photography to computer 
instruction to scrapbooking. Each 
of these can serve as a compliment 
to the skills needed to do genealogy 
research. The offerings really depend 
upon the resources, both in exper-
tise and materials, available.

Libraries have also started to 
provide services outside their brick 
and mortar buildings. One example 
of this is their partnerships with 
regional and/or state wide consortia. 
TexShare, and SearchOhio are two 
examples. These consortia provide 
resource sharing to the constituent 
libraries and additional services to 
the public. While my familiarity is 
with my home state of Texas, other 
states and regions have programs 
with similar benefits and criteria. 
Check with your local public or 
research library to learn which 
programs and offerings they may 
participate in.

The two primary patron services 
of TexShare are the TexShare Card 
and the TexShare Databases. With a 
TexShare Card issued from my local 
participating library, I can obtain 

A Brick and 
Mortar Gadget
By Randy Whited

Randy Whited
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lending privileges from other par-
ticipating libraries. Combined with 
the great resource that is WorldCat 
(you do know about www.worldcat.
org don’t you?), I can borrow books 
and other items state-wide. This 
has allowed me to locate and use 
materials in a much more timely 
and convenient manner than inter-
library loan.

The other key service is the 
TexShare Databases. These data-
bases have been licensed by the state 
for use by patrons at participating 
libraries and all are accessible from 
the comfort of your home. The 
primary resource here of use to the 
genealogist is HeritageQuest Online. 
Free access can be found in many 
other states, either through a library 
district, a consortium, or made 
available directly to residents. A 
comprehensive list of HeritageQuest 
access may be found online 

The featured resource at Heri-
tageQuest is the Periodical Source 

Index (PERSI). Created 
by the Allen County Pub-
lic Library’s Genealogy 
Center, PERSI is a subject 

index of articles 
appearing 
in more 
than eleven 

thousand 
genealogy 
periodicals. 
A more 
thorough 
descrip-
tion of 

PERSI may 
be found 
within the 
Fam-
ily Search 
wiki 

[Note: It was recently announced 
that PERSI will be moving to find-
mypast.com in the near future. In 
the meantime it may still be found at 
HeritageQuest or at Ancestry.com]

One final note about TexShare: 
It subscribes to the Digital Sanborn 
Maps collection for the state of Tex-
as. Other consortia or libraries may 
have online access to one or more 
other states depending upon their 
licensing agreement. The Digital 
Sanborn Maps collection is a subset 
of the fire insurance maps published 
by the Sanborn Map Company from 
1867 to 2007.

Besides the consortia databases, 
what other resources might your 
local library have to offer remotely? 
My local library offers a number of 
reference materials from legal forms 
to car repair manuals. There is even 
an online language learning system 
called Mango that could be useful in 
learning an ancestor’s native tongue. 
While not all of these other resourc-
es are relevant to genealogy, they are 
useful nonetheless.

In addition, may libraries offer 
access to hundreds of magazines via 
an agreement with a service called 
Zinio. Zinio is a distribution service 
for digital magazines that can be ac-
cessed via tablets, browsers, or dedi-
cated smartphone apps. Users may 
buy individual issues or subscribe 
to a publication just as they would 
a print magazine. Or, if your library 
has included your favorite title in its 
Zinio license, you can obtain those 
issues for free through the library 
website. Some titles of interest to 
genealogists in the Zinio collection 
are: Who Do You Think You Are, 
Family Tree Magazine, Your Family 
Tree, American History, Civil War 
Times, and BBC History Magazine. 

Unfortunately for me none of these 
titles are carried by my local library, 
but they may be open to suggestions.

With that being said, I do have to 
call out the database offered by my 
local library that I find most use-
ful. Through a renewing agreement, 
home access to Fold3 is available 
with my library card. Readers may 
already be aware of Fold3 as the host 
site for the Federation of Genealogi-
cal Society’s Preserve the Pensions 
Project to digitize the War of 1812 
pension files. Fold3 is already home 
to a variety of US military records 
from the Revolutionary War to 
World War II, and also includes a 
number of records that cannot be 
found anywhere else online.

While not all are available at 
my library, other institutions offer 
different collections, either in the 
library only or via remote access. 
These may include GenealogyBank, 
Ancestry Library Edition, World 
Vital Records, NewspaperArchive, 
American Ancestors from the New 
England Historic Genealogical Soci-
ety, or Historic Map Works.

One final note: Don’t forget about 
the libraries in the cities where you 
frequently research. Many libraries 
now allow nonresidents to obtain 
a valid library card for a fee, which 
can result in tremendous savings 
for a researcher if that library of-
fers access to online databases that 
normally require individual sub-
scription fees. In addition, the extra 
revenue and usage helps the library 
validate its mission.

So go out there, reacquaint 
yourself with your local library, and 
renew that library card. It may be 
the best gadget you get all year!

http://www.worldcat.org
http://www.worldcat.org
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/index
http://genealogy.about.com/b/2005/12/09/free-access-to-heritagequest-online.htm
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Periodical_Source_Index_(PERSI)
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.magolanguages.com
http://www.zinio.com
http://wwwfold3.com
http://www.preservethepensions.org
http://www.genealogybank.com/gbnk/
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/
http://wwwnewspaperarchive.com
http://www.americanancestors.org
http://www.historicmapworks.com/
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In the previous decade, the 
terms “Web 2.0” and “social 
networking” became the buzz-

words of choice when talking about 
the ways in which people were 
beginning to use online technology. 
In the past few years, another term 
has joined the discussion—“cloud 
computing.” Like the nebulous im-
age the term invokes, the concept 
of cloud computing is still hazy to 
many genealogists, and I often get 
questions as to what the idea means 
and whether it has any relevance to 
what a modern genealogist should 
do in their own research or as part 
of a genealogy society.

For the purpose of this article, 
let me define “cloud computing” 
to mean “data and/or software (ap-
plications) on the Internet instead 
of on the local computer/device.” In 
our traditional usage of computers, 
our data exists on a single device, 
such as our desktop or laptop com-
puter, accessible only to that device, 
while in the case of cloud comput-
ing, the data is online and therefore 
accessible to any device, fixed or 
mobile, that is connected to the 
Internet. This means that data is 
not available just to the user of a 
specific device, but instead is share-
able among many users. Two more 
important features of cloud com-
puting are that data backups and 
software upgrades are no longer 
user-managed chores, but instead 
are now automatically managed by 
a cloud-based service.

Genealogists increasingly own 
multiple computer devices, such as a 
desktop computer at home, perhaps 
another at work, often a laptop for 
traveling to repositories and to the 
homes of relatives, and one or more 
tablets and smartphones for even 
more portable data viewing and edit-
ing. I could easily devote an entire 
article to the benefits of cloud com-
puting to the individual genealogist’s 
productivity as they access their data 
on their multiple devices. No doubt 
I would go on to describe how they 
sleep soundly knowing that their data 
is automatically backed up on a server 
far from their home and therefore 
not subject to the various risks of data 
loss that can occur due to negligence, 
mischief, or natural disaster. But this 
article will focus on a welcome side 
effect of cloud computing, namely, the 
ability of multiple individuals to col-
laborate and to share data.

Many cloud-based services are 
free, although some free services 
offer additional features for a price. 
Search giant Google provides a wide 
array of free cloud-based services. 
For example, Google Calendar is an 
ideal service for a genealogy society 
to use to post its events, and the 
resulting calendar can be embedded 
on a page on the society’s website. 
A family association might use the 
same idea to maintain a shared 
calendar of birthdays, anniversaries, 
and reunions.

When it comes to sharing 
computer files, the genealogist has a 
large number of options, but two of 
the most popular options are Drop-
box and Google Drive. Dropbox has 
been in business since 2008, and it 
provides free data storage for up to 2 
GB (additional space can be ac-
quired by recommending the service 
to others or by purchasing a data 

Collaborating   
in the Cloud
By Drew Smith, mlS

Drew Smith, mlS

http://www.google.com/calendar
http://www.dropbox.com
http://www.dropbox.com
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plan). When you install the Dropbox 
software on your Windows, Mac, or 
Linux system, a copy of your data 
is synchronized to Dropbox’s cloud 
servers. This same data can also be 
accessed on a variety of mobile de-
vices (both Android and iOS, among 
others). More importantly, you can 
create specific folders that are shared 
with other genealogists. As a result, 
researchers can collaborate on 
research projects, sharing scanned 
documents and photographs, and 
society committees can collaborate 
on society projects, sharing docu-
ments, spreadsheets, presentations, 
and images. Dropbox users can also 
create a shareable link to a specific 
computer file, and then e-mail the 
link for private sharing or publish 
the link on a blog or social network-
ing site for public sharing.

If you have any worries about 
multiple individuals working with 
the same set of shared files, Dropbox 
has features in place to minimize the 
effects of human error. As new files 
are uploaded to a shared folder, or 
existing files are edited or deleted, 
Dropbox automatically sends a 
notification to each user. An Events 
log is automatically kept show-
ing the entire history of Dropbox 
activity, identifying exactly who has 
added, edited, renamed, or deleted a 
file, and when they did it. Dropbox 
also maintains copies of previous 
versions of files for up to 30 days, so 
it is easy to restore a file that was ac-
cidentally deleted or corrupted. 

Google Drive works in much 
the same way as Dropbox, and 
Google provides a total of 15 GB 
of free storage across its Google 
Drive, Gmail, and Google+ Photos 
services. As with Dropbox, addi-
tional storage can be purchased, and 

Google Drive is available for instal-
lation on Windows, Mac, Android, 
and iOS devices. One unique advan-
tage of using Google Drive in the 
cloud is that you can edit your files 
there using Google Docs, providing 
an Office-like suite of applications 
for word processing, spreadsheets, 
and presentations. Also, as with 
Dropbox, folders and files can be 
shared with others, and this means 
that a group can collaboratively edit 
a computer file simultaneously. This 
makes it possible for everyone to 
contribute to a committee meeting’s 
minutes while the meeting is going 
on, catching errors as it goes. A rela-
tively new feature of Google Drive 
is the ability to create forms, which 
can be published online and used to 
collect data that automatically goes 
into an online spreadsheet. A society 
might use this feature for conduct-
ing surveys of its members. One 
thing to keep in mind with using 
any of Google’s products is that it 
reserves the rights to use the con-
tents of your data to customize the 
advertising that it presents to you.

YouTube, another Google ser-
vice, is well-known to most Inter-
net users as a place to view a wide 

variety of entertaining videos, but it 
is also an excellent place for societies 
to publish promotional videos about 
the society or educational videos 
for society members. Links to these 
videos can then be published on the 
society’s website.

Genealogists alone or in groups 
often have a need to upload and 
share photos, and there are a wide 
variety of image-sharing services. 
Google+ Photos, previously men-
tioned, allows for up to 1 GB to store 
large photos, while an unlimited 
number of photos can be stored if 
the image is no larger than 2048 
x 2048 pixels. Another option is 
Yahoo!’s Flickr service, providing an 
enormous 1 TB (=1000 GB) of stor-
age, so long as each individual image 
is no larger than 200 MB. One seri-
ous downside for genealogists is that 
Flickr strips any metadata associated 
with the image, such as informa-
tion the genealogist may have added 
to the image file regarding names, 
dates, locations, or copyright.

Moving to the realm of cloud-
based note management services, 
we find that one of the most popular 
services in this area is Evernote. 
Evernote provides the ability to type, 

http://drive.google.com
http://www.youtube.com
http://www.flickr.com
http://www.evernote.com


20   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 25 Issue 2

Back to TOC

handwrite, or audio-record notes, to 
upload photos, and to clip articles 
and URLs found online. Notes 
can be organized into notebooks 
(and notebooks into stacks), and 
individual notes can be tagged as 
another way to find them. Although 
Evernote’s focus may be on personal 
note-taking, and having those notes 
synchronized and available on all 
of the individual’s devices, Evernote 
does provide ways to share note-
books with others. This means that a 
society’s planning committee could 
use a shared Evernote notebook to 
brainstorm and capture ideas for an 
upcoming event or ongoing project.

Another way to get content into 
and out of Evernote is via e-mail. Ev-
ery Evernote user is assigned a special 
private e-mail address. When e-mail is 
sent to that address, a note is created 
within Evernote with the content of 
the e-mail. It is also possible to specify 
in the e-mail’s subject line which 
Evernote notebook should receive the 
content. This means a society com-
mittee could use a shared Evernote 
notebook to organize the content of 
incoming e-mail on some topic. For 
example, if a society provides lookup 
services via e-mail requests, those 
requests could be forwarded to the 
Evernote e-mail address, making them 
available to everyone serving on the 
research committee. The results of the 
lookup could be added to the note and 
then the updated Evernote note could 
easily be e-mailed back to the original 
requester.

As societies move into managing 
more complex and ambitious projects, 
they often run into the need to track 
deadlines and to see where everyone is 
on their assigned tasks. Cloud-based 
project management services can pro-
vide a large number of features, and 

while it might be possible to get these 
same kinds of features by cobbling to-
gether a number of different free ser-
vices, you are likely going to want to 
pay for the benefit of having all your 
project-related information in one 
place. An example of such a service is 
Basecamp, a product of 37signals LLC. 
Its cheapest option, which costs $1/
day, allows a society to manage fifteen 
projects simultaneously and to use up 
to 4 GB of file storage. Once you have 
named the project and provided a de-
scription for it, you can use Basecamp 
to manage a project discussion board, 
a set of to-do lists, a repository for the 
files associated with the project, and 
whatever text-based notes are cre-
ated during the project. Each project 
can have its own calendar, displaying 
milestones and deadlines. Basecamp 
can automatically send an e-mail to 
anyone involved with the project, pro-
viding a daily recap of whatever has 

been done with the project in the past 
day, and automatic e-mails to remind 
people of what they are responsible 
for or to notify project leaders when 
someone has completed something on 
the to-do list.

Almost all of the services de-
scribed are equally valuable to the 
individual genealogist, and you may 
already be using several of them. If 
you and your fellow researchers, or 
fellow society members, have already 
become comfortable in using one of 
these cloud-based services for their 
personal research, perhaps you can 
encourage them to use the same 
services for collaboration. Or you can 
offer to make a presentation to your 
local society about how you, yourself, 
use one of these services, encourag-
ing others to adopt it and leading the 
way in the adoption of that service as 
a future collaborative tool.

http://www.basecamp.com
http://www.genealogyguys.com
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The linnell Family as-
sociation encompasses 
all Linnell descendants in 

North America and is dedicated to 
the preservation of historical and 
genealogical information about the 
Linnell family. All known Linnells 
in North America are descendants 
of Robert Linnell who, with his 
second wife, Peninah, and his 
children, came in 1638 to Scituate, 
Massachusetts, seeking religious 
freedom as they rejoined their pas-
tor, Reverend John Lothrop. A year 
later Robert and his family moved 
to found the town of Barnstable 
on Cape Cod, along with their 
minister and other congregation 
members. For many generations 
the Linnell family stayed on Cape 
Cod and prospered until many of 
their families migrated to Maine, 
upstate New York, the Midwest, 
and ultimately all of the United 
States.

All Linnell descendents are 
invited to join the Linnell Fam-
ily Association. Reunions are held 
every three years in different parts 

of the country, though they return 
to their ancestral home on Cape 
Cod every third reunion. Their 2012 
reunion was held in Grand Marais, 
Minnesota.

The Association publishes a 
newsletter at least three times a 
year, including articles of interest 
on the activities of today’s Linnells 
and articles of family historical 
interest. Some of these issues can 
be viewed online at http://www.
linnellfamilyassociation.com/.  The 
Association also sponsors a schol-
arship fund, a Linnell Gravestone 
Restoration Project, and their web-
site includes a store where books, 
golf shirts, prints, and aprons can 
be purchased.

The Linnell family genealogy, 
The Descendents of Robert Lin-
nell, by Rachel Linnell Wynn, was 
published in 1994. This brings the 
known lines of the Linnell fam-
ily well into the twentieth century. 
Wynn’s research materials are now 
held in the archives of the Sturgis 
Library in Barnstable. The book is 
still available in print.

The anniss Family association’s 
website at http://www.angelfire.
com/mi/annisall, includes some 
interesting background on the 
family. The Association states that 
in 1664 a young man, Cormac 
Annis, set sail for the New World 
from his home in Enniskillen, Ire-
land, leaving behind faded, broken 
dreams and an uncertain future 
for a new opportunity in America. 
“This is the story of his success in 
establishing his family in North 
America. It is also the story of the 
many other early Annis pioneers 
and their legacy.”

The Association’s website went 
online in September 1998 and in-
cludes a number of links of interest 
for those searching the Annis sur-
name, along with a blog, an online 
family archive, a surname history, 
and photos. Unfortunately, the links 
returned error messages, but the 
search engine did work. Interested 
individuals may wish to check out 
the Association’s Facebook page for 
updated information.

Family Associations
By Christine Rose, CG, CGl, FaSG
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Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 
Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 
the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware.  [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
Christine Rose

The Linnell Family Association website The Anniss Family Association website

http://www.linnellfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.linnellfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.angelfire.com/mi/annisall
http://www.angelfire.com/mi/annisall
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Annis-Family-Association/90806397118
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Revisited: The Ruffner Family 
association, first discussed in our 
December 1999 column, remains 
an active association dedicated 
to the research of descendants 
of Peter and Mary Ruffner. The 
group’s publication, Ruffner Roots 
& Ramblings, provides timely and 
historical information to mem-
bers. Their 2013 Annual Meeting 
was held 29 June in Lancaster, 
Fairfield County, Ohio.

The Association was char-
tered in June 1999, but had been 
gathering for eight years previ-
ous to that time. The group is 
mainly composed of those who 
descend from Peter Ruffner (ca. 
1713–1778) and Mary Steinman 
(1714–1798). The couple married 
in 1739 , settling on the Hawksbill 
Patent, where they raised eight 
children: Joseph (1740–1803); 
Benjamin (1742–1807); Catherine 
(b. 1744); Peter Jr. (1746–1852); 

Reuben (1748–1822); Tobias 
(1752–1767); Elizabeth (1755–ca. 
1818); and Emanuel (1757–1848). 
Peter and Mary Ruffner’s descen-
dants are now spread throughout 
the United States. To learn more 

about the Ruffner Association, 
visit their website at http://www.
ruffnerfamily.org.

The Ruffner Family Association website.

http://www.ruffnerfamily.org
http://www.ruffnerfamily.org
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It is hard to imagine doing gene-
alogy without the Internet now 
that it is so deeply ingrained in 

our lives. Instead of using postage 
stamps to send inquiries, we now 
reach out electronically across the 
globe. Instead of using piles of paper 
to acquire information, we now 
retrieve and store records digitally. 
My favorite part of this Internet age 
is the ability to learn from others 
through how-to videos and tutorials 
accessed from the comfort of home, 
including those dealing with family 
history. This can be of great advan-
tage to genealogy societies looking 
to increase their online presence 
through websites and blogs.

Currently, Blogger, Weebly, and 
WordPress are among the most 
popular blogging platforms. Since 
numerous FGS member societies 
already use these sites, I will focus 
my attention on these three, pull-
ing together some of the best bits of 
wisdom which hopefully will be of 
use to your society.

Getting familiar with Blogger
Google has an online Blogger Tour 
for brand new users to its blog-
ging platform. It starts by answer-
ing the question, “What is a blog?” 
and ends with an invitation to start 
one. Societies ready for the next 
step should check out the Blogger 
Getting Started Guide. They have 

tutorials and videos on all steps of 
blog layout, design, customization, 
privacy, permissions, and more.

For more in-depth discussion 
on different ways to use Blogger, 
consult the BloggerHelp You-
Tube channel. There you will find 
ways to use Blogger with Google 
Hangouts, Google+, and Hoot-
Suite, as well as discussions with 
fellow Blogger users. If you or your 
society has a Google+ presence, 
you can follow the official Blogger 
page at Google+ as well.

Blogger is very popular with gene-
alogy societies. FGS member 
San Mateo County Genealogi-
cal Society uses this platform 
for their blog, which features 
society news, local history, gene-
alogy surveys, and county links. The 
Cape Cod Genealogical Society is 
another FGS member society with a 
vibrant blog that features an exten-
sive topic list and an active group of 
member contributors.

Discovering Weebly
When it comes to website and blog 
platforms, Weebly is the new kid on 
the block. However, the ease and 
affordability with which one can 
build an online presence has con-
tributed to its popularity. Weebly 
has an extensive Support Center, 
including a Beginner’s Guide, and 
they also provide support and 

updates through their Twitter and 
Facebook accounts.

There is also help from Wee-
bly users on the web. The Weebly 
Wizard YouTube channel features 
video tutorials on in-depth topics, 
like logos, footers, landing pages, 
banners, and more.

FGS member Wimberley Valley 
Genealogical Society utilizes Weebly 
for their website and blog. Their 
online presence is a one-stop shop 
that highlights their society’s classes, 
programming, photos, and benefits 
of membership.

Wonders of WordPress
WordPress is another popular 
blogging platform among geneal-
ogy societies. Since it offers the 
most options, it is also the most 
challenging to learn. Fortunately, 
there are plenty of tutorials to 
help navigate all the choices and 
features.

One of the best WordPress 
tutorials was made specifically for 
genealogy blogs. Taneya Koonce, 
Tennessee GenWeb state coordi-
nator and creator of over seventy 
WordPress websites, presented 
a multi-part WordPress webinar 
series. It is a must-see for all geneal-
ogy societies using this platform or 
considering it. The webinars were 
hosted by DearMyrtle and consist of 
four distinct episodes.

Getting the Help You Need
Blogging Tutorials and Resources
By Amy Coffin

Amy Coffin

http://blogger.com
http://www.weebly.com/
http://wordpress.com/
https://www.blogger.com/tour_start.g
http://support.google.com/blogger/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=1623800
http://support.google.com/blogger/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=1623800
http://www.youtube.com/BloggerHelp
https://hootsuite.com/
https://hootsuite.com/
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+Blogger/posts
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+Blogger/posts
http://smcgs.blogspot.com/
http://smcgs.blogspot.com/
http://blog.capecodgensoc.org/
http://help.weebly.com/
http://help.weebly.com/beginners-guide.html
https://twitter.com/weebly
https://www.facebook.com/weebly
http://www.youtube.com/user/WeeblyWizard/videos
http://www.youtube.com/user/WeeblyWizard/videos
http://wvgs.weebly.com/
http://wvgs.weebly.com/
http://wvgs.weebly.com/wvgs-blog.html
http://www.taneya-kalonji.com/genblog/
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“Learn the Lingo” is the first 
installment in the series. It literally 
starts at the beginning of blogging 
with an explanation of what a blog 
is and goes forward from there. 
Webinar viewers can see DearMyr-
tle’s own computer screen as she 
learns how to set up and customize 
a WordPress blog. There is also a 
discussion on how to move a blog’s 
contents from another platform 
into WordPress.

The second installment, “Dis-
secting the Dashboard,” shows 
Koonce navigating DearMyrtle 
through all the bells and whistles 
blog administrators see behind the 
scenes. Viewers learn how to con-
tact and connect with other social 
media channels, friends, contacts, 
and other WordPress blogs. Societ-
ies will appreciate learning about 
the comments, links, media, polls, 
and ratings options.

“Features, Features and More 
Features” are the subjects of the 
series’ third part. Koonce explains 
the difference between Wordpress.
com and WordPress.org. Viewers 
get to watch DearMyrtle migrate 
her content from the .com plat-
form to the .org. A deeper discus-
sion of blog themes and plug-ins is 
also included.

The final installment is “Polish-
ing to Perfection.” Koonce goes 
in-depth into tweaking themes 
and coding, site analytics, search 
engine optimization, security, 
maintenance, and blog administra-
tion. These topics sound intimi-
dating, but Koonce guides viewers 
visually through the processes and 
options.

As a postscript to the series, 
Koonce gathered some great 
resources at the Using WordPress 

page of her blog. You 
may also want to revisit 
her 21 April 2012 ap-
pearance on the FGS 
Radio My Society 
episode “WordPress for 
your Society Website.”

For more general information 
and assistance from WordPress, 
check out the Just Another Word-
Press Weblog for the latest news 
and developments. There is also an 
entire section at WordPress.com 
devoted to Support with subject-
specific guidance on the many 
aspects of blogging.

Several FGS member societies 
utilize WordPress for their web-
sites and blogs. The Alberta Fam-
ily History Societies blog shares 
genealogy news, special events, 
library holdings, and more. The 
Wood County, Texas Genealogical 
Society uses WordPress for their 
website, which includes a blog 
component.

Tracking down tutorials
Blogging is a learn-as-you-go 
experience. If you wait until you 
know everything, you will never 
start a society blog. Hopefully, these 
tutorials for Blogger, Weebly, and 
WordPress should get you started 
and then some.

If you ever have questions about 
your genealogy blog, technology, 
best practices, or anything along 
those lines, seek help online. Do you 
see a society with a sharp looking 
blog? Ask them what tools they 
used. You can also reach out to your 
members, friends, and acquaintanc-
es on social media.

YouTube is one of the best 
places to go for video tutorials. Add 
relevant keywords to the search box 

just like a search engine and find 
videos pertaining to your question. 
Just like everything else on the Inter-
net, some video sources are better 
than others, so use discretion when 
determining what information is 
helpful to your query.

If you or your genealogy society 
has a Facebook presence, request 
to join the Technology for Geneal-
ogy group. It is a closed group, but 
genealogists are welcome. The com-
munity is very active. Submit your 
tech questions and receive several 
solutions from many perspectives in 
a matter of minutes.

Cyndi’s List Blogs for Genealogy 
page has a good selection of blog 
directories and resources. Also, the 
Blog Resources page at Geneablog-
gers.com is worth a close look. It is 
filled with guidance on all aspects of 
blogging.

When in doubt, ask
Hopefully I have provided the 
resources you need to get your 
blogging questions answered. Keep 
these sites and ideas in mind when 
deciding to expand or improve your 
society’s online presence.

No matter your question or blog-
ging issue, the answers are out there 
if you take the time to look. Thanks 
to the Internet, we can use blogs 
to open our societies to worldwide 
audiences. When we have questions 
about navigating technology, those 
same audiences provide the answers 
we need to produce quality geneal-
ogy society blogs.

http://www.DearMYRTLE.com/webinars/2012June18WordPress1/2012June18WordPress1.mp4
http://www.dearmyrtle.com/webinars/2012June25WordPress2/2012June25WordPress.mp4
http://www.dearmyrtle.com/webinars/2012June25WordPress2/2012June25WordPress.mp4
http://www.dearmyrtle.com/webinars/2012July16WordPress3/2012July16WordPress3.mp4
http://www.dearmyrtle.com/webinars/2012July16WordPress3/2012July16WordPress3.mp4
http://www.dearmyrtle.com/webinars/2012July23WordPress4/2012July23WordPress4.mp4
http://www.dearmyrtle.com/webinars/2012July23WordPress4/2012July23WordPress4.mp4
http://www.taneya-kalonji.com/genblog/using-wordpress
http://en.blog.wordpress.com/
http://en.blog.wordpress.com/
http://en.support.wordpress.com/
http://afhs.ab.ca/blog/
http://afhs.ab.ca/blog/
http://woodtxgene.com/
http://woodtxgene.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/techgen/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/techgen/?fref=ts
http://www.cyndislist.com/blogs/
http://geneabloggers.com/blog-resources/
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The Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC) 
still carefully monitors the 

status of the budget for the Georgia 
State Archives. Elizabeth S. Olson, 
Georgia RPAC liaison, alerted the 
RPAC community for an urgent 
“Call to Action” in March to contact 
Georgia Representatives to show 
support for the Georgia Archives 
and to fully fund the operations for 
the next year. The amount sug-
gested by the House Appropriations 
Higher Education Subcommittee 
and the full Appropriations Com-
mittee was roughly half of what 
the University System of Georgia 
representative recommended. 

There are four US Representa-
tive bills going through Congress 
during this session relating to 
identity theft and four relating to 
the Social Security Death Index. 
RPAC is particularly monitoring 
the Social Security Death Master 
File Privacy Act of 2013, H.R. 466, 
113th Congress (2013–2014); the 
Social Security Identity Defense Act 
of 2013 H.R. 926, 113th Congress 
(2013–2014); and the Tax Crimes 
and Identity Theft Prevention Act, 
H.R. 531, 113th Congress (2013–
2014).

In addition, RPAC has been 
closely following the revision of the 
1992 Model State Vital Statistics Act 
and Regulations as it is being up-
dated. The following statement is a 
joint effort between the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies (FGS), 

the National Genealogical Society 
(NGS) and the International As-
sociation of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies (IAJGS), voting members 
of RPAC, to help define the genea-
logical communities stand on vital 
records access:

RPAC Alert
2011 Revision of Model State Vital 
Statistics act
Background: Many state vi-
tal records registrars have been 
operating since 1992 under state 
legislation based on the last ap-
proved Model State Vital Statistics 
Act which includes restrictions 
on access to birth records for 100 
years and death, marriage, and 
divorce records for 50 years. The 
Model State Vital Statistics Act was 
developed by the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), a 
US government agency under the 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. The 1992 Model Act 
currently in effect, may be read 
at: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/
misc/mvsact92b.pdf

A Working Group, consisting 
primarily of state and local vital 
statistics executives, was formed 
in 2009 to update the Model Act 
and after distributing a draft to 
vital records officers for comments 
in 2011, reported out their work 
as the 2011 Revision in May 2011. 
The draft was not distributed to 
the genealogical community for 
comments. In June 2011 the Na-

tional Association for Public Health 
Statistics and Information Systems 
(NAPHSIS) endorsed the 2011 
Revision of the Model State Vital 
Statistics Act and Regulations and 
encouraged state vital registration 
executives to introduce legislation, 
which supported the 2011 Draft 
Revision. The proposed Model Act 
extends the closure periods to 125 
years after the date of a live birth, 
75 years after the date of death, or 
100 years after the date of marriage 
or divorce. RPAC has responded to 
each state initiative when we were 
notified of pending legislation. You 
can read the proposed 2011 Model 
Act at http://tinyurl.com/c9jjj58.

The Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) put the 
2011 Revision “on hold” in April 
2012. RPAC has contacted the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services and requested that prior 
to adoption, the proposed 2011 
Revised Model Act should be made 
available for public review and 
comment.

Action Steps: Recently we have 
seen bills introduced in several 
states in which the language used 
may have been suggested by the 
2011 Revision and we fear more 
restrictive vital records legislation 
may be introduced in additional 
states during the current legislative 
sessions. Bills may be introduced 
under the guise of “privacy” legisla-
tion. If you learn of any pending 
“vital records” legislation in your 

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By linda mcCleary

linda mcCleary

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/mvsact92b.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/mvsact92b.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/c9jjj58
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state, please notify RPAC immedi-
ately at access@fgs.org. Also visit 
the RPAC website at www.FGS.org/
RPAC and review the “State Tool 
Kit for State Liaisons” developed 
by Jan Meisels Allen on how to 
contact your state legislators. It is 
important for genealogists to write 
their legislators and request that 
their leaders be asked to testify at 
hearings. The states do not have to 
follow the 2011 Revised Model Act, 
so based upon the existing closure 
periods, you have an opportunity to 
influence the outcome.

RPAC is a joint committee of FGS, 
NGS, and IAJGS as voting members. 
The Association of Professional 
Genealogists (APG), the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists (BCG), 
International Commission for the 
Accreditation of Professional Gene-
alogists (ICAPGen), and the Ameri-
can Society of Genealogists (ASG) 
also serve as participating members. 
By invitation, RPAC also includes 
participation from a few commercial 
providers of genealogical informa-
tion. RPAC meets monthly to inform 
and advise the genealogical com-
munity on ensuring proper access 
to vital records and on supporting 
strong records preservation policies 
and practices at the federal, state, and 
occasionally the local level.

Please visit Barbara Matthews’ 
posting on the Massachusetts Ge-
nealogical Council’s blog, the MGC 
Sentinel at: www.massgencouncil.
org/index.php?option=com_ea
syblog&view=entry&id=47&Ite
mid=127 or her posting for the 
Board for Certification of Gene-
alogists at: http://bcgcertification.
org/blog/2013/03/rpac-report-
march-2013/ - more-350 for an 
excellent summarization of the Act.

National Archives and Re-
cords Administration (NARA)
In March, the National Archives re-
duced public hours at two locations 
in the Washington, DC, area due to 
the sequestration. These include the 
Research Rooms at the National Ar-
chives Building in Washington, DC, 
and the National Archives at College 
Park, Maryland. Research Rooms 
are now open to researchers 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday, 
with no extended hours like they 
have had in the past.

States
Arizona: The Arizona State Library, 
Archives and Public Records, a 
division of the Secretary of State’s 
Office, have been digitizing Arizo-
na’s historic newspapers published 
during 1859 to 1922 through grants 
given by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the Li-
brary of Congress. These digitized 
images have been incorporated in 
the Chronicling America database 
and the Arizona Digital Newspaper 
Program. Now, Quick Response 
(QR) Codes used on smartphones 
can access twelve of the most widely 
recognized Arizona historic news-
papers. For additional information, 
visit their website at http://adnp.
azlibrary.gov/.

Indiana: An index of Indiana 
court cases referred to the Indiana 
Supreme Court from 1817 through 
1877 is now available online at 
http://incite.in.gov/DataEntryApp/
Public.aspx. The index is search-
able by name, county, plaintiff, and 
defendant. With the information 
from the index, files can then be 
searched at the Indiana Archives 
in Indianapolis. It is highly recom-

mended to give the Archives at least 
24 hours advance notice for viewing 
the file. Best results can be obtained 
by using Internet Explorer 6.0+ to 
view the website.

Massachusetts: Eclectic informa-
tion from early Sturbridge, Mas-
sachusetts, can now be gleaned 
from the digitized Tillyer Papers. 
Approximately three thousand 
pages of historic documents of Old 
Sturbridge Village are contained in 
the Tillyer Papers that show events 
from everyday life, 1738–1880. 
The original papers are in the Old 
Sturbridge Village Research Library, 
but representative print samples 
and DVDs are now available at the 
Joshua Hyde Library, 306 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566.

North Carolina: The New Bern-
Craven County Public Library and 
the Craven County Genealogical 
Society of North Carolina have 
digitized thirty-five family Bibles 
dating from 1723 to the mid 1900’s. 
Photocopied images can now be 
searched at the library’s website, 
http://cdm16241.contentdm.oclc.
org/cdm/landingpage/collection/
p16241coll1.

Wisconsin: Twelve digitized Door 
County, Wisconsin, newspaper 
titles from 1862 to 1923 are now 
available online thanks to grants 
funded through the Maihaugen 
Foundation and the Door County 
Library Foundation. Phase Two of 
the project will encompass issues 
from 1924 through 1940. The digi-
tized collection can be accessed at 
www.doorcountynewspapers.org/.

http://www.FGS.org/RPAC
http://www.FGS.org/RPAC
http://www.massgencouncil.org/index.php?option=com_easyblog&view=entry&id=47&Itemid=127
http://www.massgencouncil.org/index.php?option=com_easyblog&view=entry&id=47&Itemid=127
http://www.massgencouncil.org/index.php?option=com_easyblog&view=entry&id=47&Itemid=127
http://www.massgencouncil.org/index.php?option=com_easyblog&view=entry&id=47&Itemid=127
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://adnp.azlibrary.gov/
http://adnp.azlibrary.gov/
http://incite.in.gov/DataEntryApp/Public.aspx
http://incite.in.gov/DataEntryApp/Public.aspx
http://cdm16241.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16241coll1
http://cdm16241.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16241coll1
http://cdm16241.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16241coll1
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Book Reviews
By Paul milner

We will lead off this quarter with something a bit different but very entertaining and 
thorough from Dave McDonald. Hope you all will enjoy it. Our standard reviews fol-
low this opening essay/review on two very good compilations. 

Call me a Luddite. I 
am a compiled, multi-
generational, genealogy 
freak. For some research-
ers, finding the ancestral 
town overseas was, and 
is, the overarching goal of 
genealogical research. As 
my friend, Cyndi Howells, 
would say: “pfffft!” Nuh-
uh. Not me. The absolute 
pinnacle of genealogical 
endeavors, implanted 
in my adolescent brain, 
ca. 1977, would be, and 
remains, the compilation 
and production of books 
in which my family would 
be recorded and shared.

Perhaps such acknowl-
edgement comes as no 
surprise to many readers of 
FGS FORUM, or to people 
who have known me for 
some years. My lifelong 
interest in genealogy first 
manifested itself back 
when my best friends’ fam-
ily appeared in a compiled 
genealogy, published in 
honor of the American 
bicentennial. My buddies, 
then adolescents, appeared 
in their mother’s family 
roster in a PRINTED book. 
I was stunned at how very, 
very cool that was! I read 
Paul I. Van Valkenburg’s 

The Van Valkenburg Family 
in America from cover to 
cover…both volumes.1  
Soon thereafter, in a junior 
high history class, a project 
to compile a genealogy 
compelled me to talk with 
my late grandmother’s 
sister who shared that our 
family had been recorded 
in a book in similar 
fashion. Amazing. Like 
my friends, I, too, was in a 
book!

Since those revelations 
in the mid-‘70s, I have 
spent countless hours pe-
rusing compiled genealo-
gies both in book form and 
serialized in the quarterly 
publications of various 
genealogical societies and 
organizations. After mar-
riage, additional research 
opportunities on my wife’s 
families, in geographic 
areas previously unknown 
to me, developed. Imag-
ine my delight on seeing 
several of her families in 
compiled genealogies in 
the The Record, The Ameri-
can Genealogist and The 
Register. Further research 
led me to the compilations 
of Walter Goodwin Davis 
including The Ancestry of 
Dudley Wildes.  I have even 

been known to purchase 
compiled genealogies by 
Jacobus on eBay… for 
families with which I have 
no connection!

These compilations, 
finalized and prepared 
long ago at a time when 
composition and layout led 
to blue lines and an editor’s 
pencil for review before 
final typesetting, printing, 
and binding are master-
pieces in both substance 
and style. The books and 
journals felt substantial. 
The paper had weight and 
the covers had texture. Il-
lustrations were line drawn 
or engraved. These books’ 
and journals’ appearance 
were impressive in the way 
that suggested authority 
and trustworthiness. These 
materials were viewed 
with—dare I say it?—re-
spect for the impact of the 
printed word. They exuded 
permanence. Finding the 
published compilations, 
or the leather bound an-
nual volumes in library 
collections, led to hours 
of reading and copying, 
reviewing, and correlating 
data between my previous 
findings, the published ma-
terials, and grappling with 

The Nicholas Wade Family  
by Richard h. Benson.  
x, 311 pages, illustrated, indexed. 
hardcover. $44.95. 
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Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 
column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-
son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 
Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 
128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.

 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws.  The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, Il 60068.

Note: Continued book info appears  
          on page 31.
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the challenges inherent in 
weighing others’ work and 
my own conclusions.

Over the course of 
the last decades, though, 
publication of genealogical 
findings and conclusions 
has been vastly changed 
by advancing technol-
ogy and researchers’ 
temperaments. Many of us, 
including readers of this 
publication, now receive 
society publications only in 
electronic format, in both a 
cost-saving and space-con-
serving form of defense. 
Still others of us present 
our genealogical conclu-
sions by electronic means 
or postings to personal 
or commercial websites. 
Photographs, once a rare 
inclusion in printed works 
because of the expense of 
creating printer’s half-
tones, are now attached to 
seemingly every item in a 
compilation. A twittering 
electronic leaf leads us to 
copies of census records, 
newspaper images, family 
photos, and more… and 
sometimes those attached 
items even apply to the 
family in question!

Somehow, though, 
something has been lost 
in this technological shift 
from analogical to digital 
formats. Substantial tomes 
on families and localities 
were prepared to augment, 
and in many cases replace, 
the county “mug books” 
of the late nineteenth 
century. Book printers 

and binders in places like 
Maryland, Michigan, 
Iowa, and Utah provided 
technical guidance on 
the proper approach to 
layouts, and provided 
samples of book binding 
cloth and embossing foils 
which could be used to 
impress titles on the case 
bound bindings, both on 
the spine and front cover.

Of course, that sort 
of mindset is completely 
at odds with the modern 
approach to research and 
reporting. Post everything 
on that “intarweb thingie” 
and eventually we will just 
punch a button and our 
family will pop up on the 
screen, fully connected…if 
not adequately document-
ed or researched. Books 
only take up space and lead 
to angry spousal threats to 
disown their genealogist-
partners when yet another 
bookcase is wedged into an 
already overstuffed study. 
Hardworking publishers 
and dedicated magazine 
editors have learned, sadly, 
that the field they love no 
longer wants their wares 
as once prepared and 
delivered. The Genealogical 
Helper is no more than a 
fading memory. Vaunted 
names in genealogical 
publishing have been spun 
off, cut loose, or closed. 
A hard-bound 6” x 9” 
volume printed on acid-
free paper seems a quaint 
and dated construct. 
My despair over books 

unpublished and families 
researched but improperly 
reasoned threatened this 
hopelessly romantic notion 
of published genealogies 
and caused me to silently 
wonder “WWWLSD?” 
(“What would Walter Lee 
Sheppard do?”)

Enter the editor of book 
reviews for FGS FORUM. 
Paul asked me to review 
two compiled genealogies. 
Might these be the balm to 
heal my book-sick soul?

On the whole, yes.
The first, The Nicholas 

Wade Family, by Richard 
H. Benson, documents five 
generations of descent from 
the immigrant, Nicholas 
Wade, who dwelled at Sci-
tuate, Massachusetts, from 
the 1640s until his death 
there sometime between 
7 February and 9 March 
1683/4. This compact vol-
ume does an excellent job 
of gathering information 
from various published 
and archival resources to 
correlate and compile the 
family under consideration. 
In addition, the family of 
John Wade, who may be a 
son of Nicholas, and who 
resided at Lyme, Connecti-
cut, is presented separately 
through five generations. 
In addition to the standard 
family groupings, which 
carry forward into a suc-
ceeding generation through 
offspring, who were parents 
in their own right, all those 
children known to survive 
to adulthood appear to 

A Family Becoming American, 
Volume 2: Foisy dit Frenier/
Frenyear by David Watson Kruger. 
xviii, 1066 pages in two parts, 
illustrated, indexed. hardcover. 
$74.95 the set. 

Both published by Newbury 
Street Press, an imprint of 
the New England historic 
genealogical Society, 2012.
Order from Newbury Street 
Press, 101 Newbury Street, 
Boston, MA 02116, http://www.
americanancestors.org.

Note: Book info continued from  
          page 30
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be carried forward with 
biographical and spousal 
information, despite their 
own lack of progeny. This is 
an improvement on tradi-
tional compilation meth-
ods, wherein only those 
descendants who them-
selves had progeny were 
given fuller exposition.

The author does not 
shy away from newer 
resources and databases, 
with citations to a number 
of commercially-accessible 
providers frequently 
present. This willingness 
to “go modern,” creates a 
question. In more than one 
instance, the compiler cites 
published versions of vari-
ous states’ enumerations 
for the 1790 census. These 
volumes, printed in the 
first decade of the last cen-
tury, are transcriptions of 
the 1790 census rolls, now 
widely available in digi-
tized form, online. Given 
that those originals are so 
broadly accessible, it would 
seem wiser to refer to the 
images of the originals 
rather than the published 
transcripts. Some have ar-
gued that such attention to 
detail is unnecessary, given 
the published works’ dura-
bility. I would argue for use 
of the images, rather than 
a transcript, in support-
ing assertions and claims. 
Compilations deserve our 
best efforts, which require 
us to rethink past practices. 
The 1790 transcripts (like 

my manual typewriters 
and a Windows 98-based 
computer) have been sup-
planted, even though they 
may still be useful. Is the 
source relied upon the best 
available? Even a seem-
ingly redundant task such 
as checking a more reliable 
source can strengthen our 
conclusions enabling them 
to better stand the judg-
ment of time.

One last nit. The author 
has done an excellent job, 
and what follows is not 
a criticism so much as a 
request. All writers and 
editors know that errors are 
bound to get past our tired 
eyes—eyes that are all too 
familiar with the families 
and the words. An eagle-
eyed, outside, proofreader 
is always an asset. For the 
benefit of future compilers, 
I am hopeful the good folks 
at Newbury Street Press 
will consider the merit of 
extending to their authors 
the kindness of a rigorous 
proofer to catch any minor 
slips in font, format, or style 
which will inevitably crop 
up along the way.

Mr. Benson has 
done himself credit for 
a serviceable and well-
compiled genealogy. The 
illustrations, maps, index, 
and bibliography add to 
the volume’s utility and ef-
fectiveness. Libraries look-
ing to expand holdings 
on colonial-era Plymouth 
families would do well to 

include this work among 
their holdings.

David Watson Kru-
ger’s two-part second in 
a series of prospective 
multi-family compilations, 
may be among the finest 
compiled genealogies I 
have ever read. It uses 
both traditional methods 
and approaches of the 
classic compilations of 
long ago, but also a heavy 
dose of modern technol-
ogy to make the tome 
both genealogically sound 
and a distinct pleasure to 
behold. A Family Becom-
ing American looks to be 
an impressive series, if its 
second installment is a 
true indicator of its moxie.

Let me first speak of 
the indexes. Admit it. Most 
genealogists, if not all, 
look there first. Of the five 
appendices, four provide 
simple but critical detail on 
those listed in the work: an 
index of military service, 
from the Civil War to Iraq; 
an index of places of resi-
dence for all names given, 
with timeframes indicated; 
an extensive bibliography 
to both printed and online 
resources; and an every-
name index. The fifth ap-
pendix offers colonial-era 
insights to French explora-
tions in the Illinois country 
in the seventeenth century.

The compilation covers 
twelve generations of de-
scendants of Martin Foisy, 
the French immigrant to 

Note: Book info appears on page 31.
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Quebec, and his second 
wife, Marie Madeline 
Beaudoin. There were no 
children of his first mar-
riage to Jeanne Bouchard. 
The first five generations 
are quickly covered, with 
only the direct line to the 
sixth generation being 
fully treated. From the 
sixth generation forward, 
the traditional scope of 
every-descendant compi-
lation goes forth.

Families, particularly 
those considered before 
1930, are frequently 
given with census sum-
maries—both federal and 
state enumerations—set 
off in display boxes, a 
very appealing graphic 
device. The compiler has 
done extensive work in 
databases, citing Find A 
Grave, the Social Security 
Death Indexes, state-level 
birth indexes, and the U. 
S. Public Records Index, 
in addition to more tradi-
tional resources, like city 
directories and various 
vital records.

I admit to a bit of frus-
tration in the presentation 
of the footnotes, in that 
the citations might be a bit 
more expansive. Vermont 
Vital Records, for instance, 
is repeatedly cited as 
“VTVR,” with no indicator 
of the image locator from a 
database or microfilm also 
shown. Indexes are used as 
sources, which (as noted 
above) relies upon a de-
rivative source rather than 

the original or digitized 
records themselves.

Among the most recent 
generations, the compiler 
has made extensive use of 
publicly available informa-
tion on the whereabouts 
of people. My first recoil 
at such extensive sharing 
was quickly tempered by 
realizing that Mr. Kruger 
has used materials readily 
accessible to anyone with a 
connection to the Internet. 
What genealogists once 
did in libraries with hard 
copies of city directories 
and telephone books can 
now be done in a mo-
ment on a laptop. Where 
obituaries were once hard 
to acquire and even harder 
to locate from a myriad of 
publications in hardcopy 
form, now their detailed 
information about our 
research targets are pub-
lished online daily, reveal-
ing names and residences 
of surviving kin. Some in 
this era of hypersensitivity 
to privacy may find them-
selves unnerved by the 
author’s use of such data. I 
am not, and salute him for 
tenacity and perseverance 
in his efforts.

Ralph Crandall, Execu-
tive Director Emeritus of 
the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society, pro-
vides a sweeping foreword 
to Mr. Kruger’s work. His 
words are kind; his praise, 
effusive, even suggesting 
that the works may rival 
those of Davis and Jacobus. 

With a skeptical (some 
might say, “cynical”) eye 
going in to the reading, 
my impressions as a result 
of having read the work 
can only echo Dr. Cran-
dall’s praise. Mr. Kruger’s 
book takes the best of past 
approaches, marries them 
with effortless grace to the 
methods and technolo-
gies of the present, and 
produces a standard for 
what a multi-generational 
compiled genealogy for a 
family of varied ancestry at 
the opening of twenty-first 
century America can and 
should be. It is a masterful 
accomplishment.

Without question, A 
Family Becoming Ameri-
can should be on the 
shelves of any genealogical 
library’s collection, as well 
as those of individuals 
looking to emulate sound 
models in modern genea-
logical compilation. I look 
forward to forthcoming 
volumes in the series.

David D. McDonald, 
dmin, cg

DeForest, Wisconsin

1 Now available online (!) file 
at http://www.navvf.org/eb-
ooks/vvfa-v1.pdf.

2 Now available as part of 
Maine and Massachusetts 
Families in the Ancestry of 
Walter Goodwin Davis (Balti-
more: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1996); a digitized 
version is now available in 
CD-ROM, also from GPC.
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All US researchers will use 
the federal census at some 
time, often repeatedly. The 
primary motivation to 
carry this folder when re-
searching is the two clear 
tables. The first is the sta-
tus of Heads of Household 
Censuses (1790–1840) in-
dicating: when the census 
was taken; in which states 
the census is extant, not 
taken or lost; and numbers 
of counties or parts of 
counties surviving or lost. 
The second table addresses 
the Every-name Censuses 
(1850–1940) indicat-
ing which ones provided 
which pieces of informa-
tion, so it is easy to see 
which years, for example, 
included the month and 

year of birth of an indi-
vidual, or indicated the 
year in which a couple got 
married, and much more.

Along with the tables 
are good practical tips on: 
where to find different in-
dexes, in print and online, 
and why it is appropriate 
to use the different ver-
sions; how to use Soundex; 
and what to do when in-
dexes don’t work. A good 
variety of bullet-point 
search strategies are sug-
gested, making them easy 
to read and find, which in-
clude a number specifically 
for online searching that 
should increase searching 
success rate.

This laminated folder 
also includes: a basic 

overview of the census 
records; discusses how 
to access the records and 
indexes, focusing on on-
line sources; and identifies 
good reference materials.

The census records 
contain lots of different 
pieces of information, 
often making it difficult 
to remember which one 
carries which nugget 
you want. This lami-
nated folder presents the 
contents and ideas clearly 
and succinctly. It is one 
that every US researcher, 
beginner or expert, should 
consider having with them 
whenever doing research.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The Maritime Provinces 
of Canada – New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia, and 
Prince Edward Island 
– were a convenient 
destination for tens of 
thousands of Irish be-
tween 1749 and 1852. The 
immigrants converged 
on fewer than a dozen 
significant ports, coming 
relatively economically 
on the numerous timber 
ships. Some stayed, but 
many dispersed north 
and west to what became 
Ontario and Quebec, 
others went south and 
southwest to the eastern 
seaboard of the United 
States, then inland to the 
opening mid-west and 

beyond. This book focuss-
es on the ships and people 
who came through this 
funnel to spread across 
the continent.

The book’s introduc-
tion provides the context 
for the book: setting the 
scene; discussing Ireland’s 
mounting demographic 
crisis; presenting the 
concept of catchment 
areas and how they might 
be used to narrow down 
places of origin; identify-
ing which Irish ports were 
in use in 1837 using Lewis’ 
Topographical Diction-
ary of Ireland; providing 
a bibliography of primary 
and secondary sources 
for identifying ships from 

Ireland to the Maritimes, 
from 1749 to 1852.

The largest section 
of the book is the listing 
of ships arriving in the 
Maritimes. The listing is in 
chronological order, iden-
tifying in column format: 
month of arrival; name of 
vessel; port of departure; 
port of arrival; whether 
the ship carried passen-
gers and if number or type 
of passengers are known; 
and reference source. The 
listings are heavily foot-
noted with information 
about sources, published 
lists, comments about in-
dividuals and shipwrecks, 
details about places of 
origin, and lots more.

Genealogy at a Glance: U.S. Federal 
Census Records.  
By Kory L. Meyerink.  
Published by genealogical 
Publishing Company,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211.  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2012. 4 pages, laminated. $8.95

North America’s Maritime Funnel: 
The Ships that Brought the Irish 
1749–1852. By Terrence M. Punch.  
Published by genealogical 
Publishing Company,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211.  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2012. iii, 171 pp, Indexes, maps. 
$33.
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Additional, shorter 
sections, address: an-
nual numbers of voyages 
from Ireland; numbers of 
emigrants; which Maritime 
ports of arrival were used 
and how popular; tonnage; 
and the passenger acts.

One of most thought 
provoking sections ad-
dresses the confusion 
in published passenger 
lists, with a case study 
analyzing in-depth two 
published lists for the 

same vessel and journey. 
This particular section 
drives home the need to 
check all published lists 
and ultimately to go to the 
original source.

The book concludes 
with a number of miscel-
laneous lists of names. 
There are separate index-
es for ships, surnames, 
and topics.

This book pulls to-
gether a lot of information 
gathered by an experi-

enced Maritime Province 
researcher over many 
years creating a good 
picture of the emigration 
process, and how iden-
tifying a ships departure 
point may help in locating 
that often elusive place 
of origin in Ireland. This 
book should be added to 
any Irish collection.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

This book caught me by 
surprise. I liked it, and 
learned a lot in the process. 
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (the 
Mormons and/or LDS) 
is thought of now as an 
American Church begin-
ning in 1830, and it is. But 
its growth and success in 
the early years was due to 
the British (and to some 
extent the Scandinavians) 
in their new quest for a 
“living” religion. It was the 
British church members 
who emigrated, almost en-
masse, enabling the church 
to become established in 
Salt Lake City. Most of the 
early pioneers who suffered 
persecution and hardship 
for the sake of their new 
religion were British.

This book focuses on 
finding Mormon ancestors 
originating in the United 
Kingdom and Europe. The 
book does a great job of 
putting the church and its 

members into historical 
context. It starts by de-
scribing the beginnings of 
the Church in the British 
Isles, highlighting the early 
missionaries, the com-
munities they went to, and 
describing who typically 
joined the church. The 
following three chapters 
describe the emigration 
process, the overland jour-
ney, and the colonization 
process in Utah and sur-
rounding states. I thought 
I knew this story (even 
though I am not Mormon) 
but I was still surprised by 
how organized the process 
was at every step of the 
journey, and how people 
always moved in groups. 
Readers will learn about 
the: Perpetual Emigra-
tion Fund; the emigration 
ships (all identified by 
name, date and place of 
departure, date and place 
of arrival, and who the 
group leader was); Nauvoo 

Legion and the Mormon 
War; Mormon Battalion; 
Handcart Companies; 
migration patterns; settle-
ment in the State of De-
seret (later Utah Territory). 
An additional chapter ad-
dresses the church growth, 
decline (due to emigra-
tion), and growth again of 
the church in the British 
Isles and Europe.

Throughout the his-
torical chapters, sources 
are identified and are 
especially good for anyone 
doing Utah research. 
But there is a separate 
chapter identifying the 
many sources to be used 
to trace your Mormon 
ancestors, focusing on 
records produced by 
and for members of the 
church, either at the time 
or later when members 
were tracing their own 
ancestors. There are lots of 
records to examine here, 
their contents, strengths, 

My Ancestor Was A … Mormon: 
A Guide to Sources for Family 
Historians. By Ian Waller. 
Published by the Society of 
genealogists, 14 Charterhouse 
Buildings, goswell Road,  
London EC1M 7BA, uK.  
http://www.sog.org.uk.  
2011. vi, 282 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Softcover. £9.99.
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The Wills of Our Ancestors: A Guide 
for Family and Local Historians.  
By Stuart A. Raymond.  
Published by Pen & Sword 
Family history, 47 Church Street, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire  
S70 2AS, uK.  
uS Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel hill, PA 19026.  
http://www.casemateathena.com.  
2012. xviii, 199 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Softcover. $24.95

Almost every book on 
English research highlights 
the need to examine the 
wills of our ancestors. 
But the devil is in under-
standing the details and 
there are lots of them. Mr. 
Raymond gives us an easy-
to-read detailed guide to 
understanding and using 
the wills and associated 
records of our ancestors.

This book focuses 
primarily on English and 
Welsh probate records 
from the medieval period 
through to 1857, although 
the post-1857 wills, along 
with the parts of the British 
Isles are discussed, but 
in less detail. The book’s 
introduction discusses the 
value of probate records, 
what has survived, their 
origins (separate meaning 
of will and testament and 
how they got combined 
after 1540), probate law, 
along with their limitations 
and biases, plus a commu-
nity case study. That is all 
in the introduction.

There are separate 
chapters addressing: who 

could make wills and 
why they made them; the 
probate process; what is 
likely to be found in the 
will (and why it needs 
to be treated with care); 
the contents, value, and 
limitations of inventories; 
other probate records 
(litigations, act books, 
commissions, adminis-
tration bonds, probate 
accounts); plus where and 
how to find the probate 
records. The book con-
tinues but with less detail 
on the post-1857 wills, 
and probate records from 
around the rest of the 
British Isles. There are a 
number of other groups of 
records outside the church 
and civil courts that con-
tain probate materials and 
these are each addressed 
giving the researchers 
alternative sources.

There is an excellent 
further reading section that 
provides an annotated bibli-
ography of books about the 
probate process, records, 
and guidebooks, but also 
identifies published col-

lections of probate records 
arranged by counties and 
specific locations within the 
counties. The problem is 
the listing is not complete 
and you might not know 
that unless you read every-
thing, because in the anno-
tated section for the book 
by Gibson and Churchill it 
states—“This volume also 
lists numerous indexes, 
both published and unpub-
lished, which are therefore 
not listed in the present 
volume” (p.109), although 
some of the publications in 
Gibson and Churchill are 
included here.

The appendices in-
clude: summary lists of 
pre-1858 probate courts, 
arranged by county, 
which can be complicat-
ed and the author makes 
no claim for total accu-
racy; guidance of where 
to find assistance with 
handwriting and Latin; a 
glossary of terms found 
in probate records; Latin 
glossary; and a very use-
ful listing of legislation 
affecting probate.

weaknesses, and differ-
ences are all explained and 
illustrated.

The appendices: identify 
the films for Church mem-
bership rolls within the 
British Isles, giving location 
and period of coverage; 
give a case study on how 
to locate a conference; ex-
plain how to use the Early 

Church File; identify the 
Family History Centers in 
the British Isles as of No-
vember 2011. The book has 
multiple indexes by subject; 
sources and repositories; 
places; ships; and names.

This is a book that 
should have wide appeal on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 
It is a good book on how 

to trace Mormon ancestors 
and put them into histori-
cal context. It should be in 
any library with collections 
focusing on the British 
Isles, Mormon history, and 
research in the western 
states of the United Sates.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois
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A Decent, Regular and Orderly 
State? Parochial Visitations of the 
Archdeaconries of York and the 
East Riding 1720–1730.  
By Philippa M. hoskin.  
Published by the Borthwick 
Institute for Archives,  
Texts and Studies Series 40, 
university of York, heslington, 
York YO10 5DD, uK.  
http://www.york.ac/inst/bihr. 
2010. xxxv, 296 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Softcover. £30

Pen and Sword have 
hit another home run, 
with another great addi-
tion to their family history 
series. This book will be of 

value both to the beginner 
and the more experienced 
researcher. It should be 
added to every good Brit-
ish research collection, 

and is worth adding to 
one’s personal library.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois 

Archdeacons were re-
sponsible for the care of 
parish churches, chancels, 
parsonages, and all other 
ecclesiastical structures 
within their jurisdiction. 
This included the care of 
the fabric (church struc-
ture itself), ornaments, 
and utensils of the church. 
This had been a respon-
sibility since at least the 
thirteenth century.

In the eighteenth cen-
tury the archdeacon was 
expected to inspect the fab-
ric of the parish churches 
in his care on a three year 
cycle. This was in addition 
to his annual general visita-
tions in the spring to install 
new churchwardens, and 
to receive presentments 
of problems from the old 
churchwardens; and the fall 
visitations when the visita-
tion courts were held ad-
dressing offenses reported 
through the presentments. 
This book deals solely with 
the archdeacons’ work of 
caring for the church fabric 
and its contents.

Given the geographic 
size of the archdeaconries 
of York and the East Rid-
ing of Yorkshire the two 
archdeacons involved did 
not manage to visit every 
location within the three 

year cycle. Nor would 
every church be included 
anyways, because there 
are a number of peculiars 
in the area which fall 
outside the jurisdiction of 
the archdeacons. In spite 
of this, 137 parishes were 
visited in the archdeaconry 
of York and another 171 
parishes in the East Riding. 
A map would have helped 
to clarify which areas were 
and were not included. 
However, for those church-
es within the jurisdictions, 
these records provide a 
great description of their 
state of repair, contents, 
and what was changing. 
Many churches were in 
need of much repair, some 
at the point of collapsing.

The introduction 
needs to be read to 
understand the people 
involved, the process, 
and especially what was 
and was not likely to be 
included in the reports. 
For example, repair work 
in process is unlikely to 
be mentioned, but the 
orders to do additional 
work will be, along with 
the timeline by which it 
has to be completed.

The records tran-
scribed are in the order 
the parishes were visited, 

firstly for York then the 
East Riding. The opening 
statement for each setting 
regarding the context for 
the visit, such as: date, 
place, who was present 
(clerk, churchwardens, 
etc.) is in italics and is a 
translation from the origi-
nal Latin. The description 
continues with what is 
being decreed, such as: 
repairing or replacing the 
roof; clearing rubbish or 
weeds from the outside 
of the church; removing 
all or part of the screen 
between the chancel and 
nave; leveling the floor; 
replacing the pews, etc. 
This is followed by an 
inventory to identify all 
books, vestments, and 
vessels belonging to 
the church. There are a 
number of eighteenth 
century plates in the book 
showing churches that 
no longer exist, which is 
a nice addition. For each 
of the over three hun-
dred parishes, the report 
identifies the clerk (vicar, 
rector, or curate) who 
served the church, along 
with the name of gener-
ally two churchwardens, 
so a researcher might be 
lucky enough to find an 
ancestor mentioned. More 
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British Battleships of World War 
One, New Revised Edition.  
By R. A. Burt. Published by Naval 
Institute Press, 291 Wood Road, 
Annapolis MD 21402.  
http://www.nip.org.  
2012. 352 pp. Illustrations, index. 
hardcover. $79.95

With the upcoming cente-
nary of the start of World 
War One it is very fit-
ting that this 1986 classic 
should be revised, updat-
ed, and released to a new 
generation of researchers. 

The book’s introduction 
provides an overview of 
the key points involved in 
battleship design and oper-
ation of the period building 
up to and through World 
War I. The focus here be-
gins with the 1905 building 
of the Dreadnought. It then 
continues chronologically 
focusing on the ships and 
the ship classes, including: 
Invincible; Bellerophon; 
St. Vincent; Indefatigable; 
Neptune; Colossus; Orion; 
Lion; Queen Mary; King 
George V; Iron Duke; Tiger; 
Erin; Canada; Agincourt; 
Queen Elizabeth; Royal 
Sovereign; Renown and 
Repulse; Courageous, Glori-

ous and Furious. For the 
classes in this list there are 
multiple ships addressed, 
so the book does cover 
all the battleships serving 
in the Royal Navy during 
the war. Each class of ship 
has sections addressing: 
design; armament; armor; 
machinery; and appearance 
changes. For the family his-
tory an important feature 
is that each chapter closes 
with a detailed operational 
history of every ship in that 
class from being built to 
battle actions, collisions, 
sinking or broken up, often 
after the war.

Each chapter is lavishly 
illustrated with high-quality 
black and white photo-
graphs of every ship, show-
ing perspective and details. 
There are also numerous 
line drawings showing: 
deck plans indicating place-
ment and movement range 

of the guns, bow-to-stern 
cross sections indicating 
the placement and layout 
of major machinery; plus 
cross sectional slices, show-
ing the shape of the hull, 
placement and thickness 
of armor plating. The book 
provides all the details you 
would want to know about 
a British battleship of the 
period, and what distin-
guishes it from the ships of 
the preceding and following 
years. Numerous compari-
sons are also made with the 
German battleships of the 
period.

If you have an ancestor 
who served in the British 
Royal Navy during World 
War One on a battleship, 
then this is the reference 
work to put his career and 
ship into perspective.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Note: Book info appears on page 40.

importantly though, this 
book will add context to 
what the church was like 
and contained when your 

ancestor was there in 
early eighteenth century 
Yorkshire. The people and 
places are fully indexed.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois



38   •  FGS Forum  •  Volume 25 Issue 2

Back to TOC

In 1809 Napoleon had the 
upper hand in Europe. 
Wellington had returned 
to Portugal leading a 
British Army of around 
twenty-three thousand 
men to assist the Portu-
guese and Spanish in their 
fight against the French. 
The Austrians organized a 
surprise attack in south-
ern Germany without 
formally declaring war 
against Napoleon. The 
Austrians requested finan-
cial and military assis-
tance against the French. 
The British responded by 
sending another army of 
about forty thousand men 
on to the continent to 
force Napoleon to fight on 
three disparate fronts.

The British chose to 
attach Walcheren and its 
fortress at Flushing, one of 
the islands at the mouth 
of the Scheldt River. This 
island and its neighbors 
guarded the entrance to 
Antwerp with its fortress 
and more importantly 
Napoleon’s ship yards. 
This was a joint exercise 
between the Army and 
the Navy, something that 
over the years had limited 
success because of natural 
antipathy between the two 
services at all levels.

In July 1809, the larg-
est expeditionary force 
ever assembled, with over 
forty thousand soldiers 
and sailors and around six 
hundred ships weighed 

anchor off the Kent coast 
and sailed for the island 
of Walcheren. After initial 
success taking the islands 
of Walcheren, North and 
South Beveland, Schou-
wen, and Duiveland the 
attack stalled. It failed 
to take the key island of 
Cadsand and the French, 
with their Dutch allies, 
were allowed to reinforce 
the forts protecting the 
mouth of the river Scheldt 
and Antwerp itself.

The book does an 
excellent job of setting the 
stage for this campaign, 
describing the politics in 
England and in Europe, 
explaining the conditions 
and operations with the 
British Army and Navy. It 
continues with the deploy-
ment of troops and ships 
into the estuary and onto 
the islands, contrasting 
what was planned with 
what actually happened, 
along the way highlighting 
the strengths and weak-
nesses of the command-
ers. Four important maps 
help to understand what is 
going on in 1809: north-
ern Europe; the Scheldt, 
showing all the islands, 
channels, forts, and towns; 
island of Walcheren show-
ing how the British forces 
were split up and moved 
across the island from one 
fort or community to the 
next; and the placement of 
British regiments and gun 
batteries during the siege 

of Flushing. It was after 
the fall of Flushing that the 
attack stalled and the fever 
that was to make Walcher-
en so famous struck.

The causes of Walcher-
en fever were unknown 
at the time, and in many 
cases the treatments used 
were often worse than 
the fever, and may have 
contributed to some of the 
deaths. Record analysis 
suggests the fever was 
probably a mixture of 
malaria, typhoid, typhus, 
and dysentery. This meant 
that some groups, sailors, 
escaped relatively un-
scathed, while others were 
decimated. On the 10 
September on Walcheren 
there were 18,870 rank 
and file and non-com-
missioned officers, with 
almost seven thousand 
sick and over two hundred 
dying the prior week, ris-
ing to over three hundred 
per week. The second 
battalion of the 23rd Regi-
ment of Foot did not have 
a single man fit for duty. 
Whatever the cause, the 
fever was chronic, relaps-
ing, and frequently fatal. 
The medical personnel 
were grossly overworked 
with this disaster. Pleas for 
medical assistance from 
England initially went 
unheeded. Transport ships 
were eventually brought 
in to evacuate the sick and 
dying back to England. 
With close to thirteen 

Walcheren 1809: The Scandalous 
Destruction of a British Army.  
By Martin R. howard.  
Published by Pen & Sword 
Military, 47 Church Street, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 
2AS, uK. uS Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel hill, PA 19026.  
http://www.casemate.com.  
2012. xvi, 242 pp. Illustrations, 
index, maps. hardcover. $39.95
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thousand sick and con-
valescents evacuated, 
the facilities in England 
were overwhelmed. The 
unknowns generated lots 
of fear. Contemporary 
reports estimate that 
approximately thirty-six 
thousand Walcheren men 
were admitted to the hos-
pital with eight thousand 
losing their lives. Even 
three years later Welling-
ton commented on how 

even the soldiers that did 
return to active service 
were left weaker because 
of Walcheren fever.

For anyone with a 
soldier or sailor at Wal-
cheren this book tells the 
story well, explaining 
with documentation how 
details may differ in other 
histories (especially For-
tescue’s History of the Brit-
ish Army). For researchers 
the bibliography of official 

documents and identifica-
tion of numerous surviv-
ing memoirs is excellent.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Millions of Americans 
served during the Ko-
rean Conflict period 
[27 June 1950–27 July 
1953], mostly worldwide, 
but nearly 1.8 million 
in theater. Michigan’s 
Ionia County Genealogi-
cal Society attempted to 
capture and preserve the 
names and stories of all 
from their county who 
served anywhere during 
that period.

The society previously 
published a book of their 
county’s World War II 
veterans’ memories. This 
book is their second com-
pilation of the county’s 
twentieth-century veter-
ans. The effort involved 
interviews, research in 
original and derivative 
sources, and collecting 
and compiling stories 
submitted by veterans 
and family members. The 
result is an alphabetical 
collection of names and 
biographical sketches of 

men and women identi-
fied as serving from Ionia 
County. The potential 
for errors and omissions 
is admitted. Corrections 
and additions are wel-
come and will be ad-
dressed in future editions 
of the society’s quarterly 
newsletter.

Several pages of 
unsourced, general war 
statistics precede the 
biographical sketches. 
The preface includes 
descriptions and color 
photographs of relevant 
medals and citations. 
Biographical sketches 
vary in content. Some 
names are followed by 
text indicating nothing 
more was found, while 
other sketches include 
photographs, birth, mar-
riage, and death infor-
mation, names of family 
members, information 
on military training and 
service, bonus claims 
information, burial infor-

mation, and other data. 
Most photographs are 
of people, but some are 
of gravestones. Sources 
are listed at the end of 
each sketch; none are tied 
directly to facts.

The book is invalu-
able as a whole. The 
comprehensive listing 
and sketches allow for a 
snapshot in time of Ionia 
County and a segment 
of its population. The 
alphabetical ordering 
of the sketches allows 
for quick browsing. An 
every-name index would 
make locating family 
members easier, and is 
strongly encouraged for 
future editions or vol-
umes on other wars. The 
preface neglects statistics 
on Ionia County’s role in 
Korea. No quantities are 
given for residents who 
served, how many re-
turned home safely, were 
wounded, missing in 
action, prisoners of war, 

The Korean Conflict: Personal Stories 
from the Korean Conflict Veterans of 
Ionia County, Michigan. 
Compiled by the Ionia County 
genealogical Society.  
Published by the Society. 
Available through Ionia County 
genealogical Society,  
P.O. Box 516, Lake Odessa,  
MI, 48849-0516.  
http://ionia.migenweb.net/ICgS/
icgshome.htm.  
2012. Preface, 439 pp. Photos, 
tables. hardcover. $36.62
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killed in action, or died of 
wounds. Those numbers 
and the county’s popula-
tion during the Korean 
Conflict would add an 
interesting local statistical 
section. Sources for sta-
tistics should be consid-
ered in future editions so 
the facts can be evaluated. 
The statistic stating the 
number of Americans 
who served during the 
period of the Korean 
Conflict (shown as 6.8 

million in the preface), 
is contradicted by some 
sources. A bibliography 
would be beneficial.

People with fam-
ily ties to Ionia County, 
those interested in 
Michigan’s role in Korea, 
or Korean Conflict buffs 
will find this book of 
value. Others hoping to 
publish a similar vol-
ume might benefit from 
seeing the completed 
project. Sources at the 

end of the sketches indi-
cate records valuable to 
such a project, and might 
aid those hoping to write 
biographical sketches on 
those who served.

Debra Mieszala, CG
Libertyville, Illinois

This small book is ex-
actly what it claims to 
be and nothing more. 
It begins with a short 
biography of Brouk, told 
sparely, and without any 
embellishment of the 
facts. Many pictures ac-
company the text. Brouk, 
a second lieutenant in 
the Army Air Corps 
Reserve, served in China 
as part of the American 
Volunteer Group (AVG). 
His group was deployed 
to protect the Burma 
Road in 1941, before the 
United States entered 
the Second World War. 
Brouk was injured in 
1942 and returned home 
to Illinois where he 
married just one month 
before he was killed in a 
civilian flying accident in 
December 1942.

The second chapter of 
the book is Brouk’s mili-
tary service diary, cover-

ing the period from April 
1941–July 1942. It in-
cludes the names of oth-
er men in his unit, but 
otherwise Brouk writes 
about nothing more than 
his direct experience. 
Final chapters cover his 
homecoming, his final 
accident, and the many 
ways Brouk was remem-
bered and honored after 
his death. All include 
pictures. Each chapter 
also includes endnotes 
and the book has a short 
appendix.

Unfortunately, the 
book lacks any histori-
cal context for Brouk’s 
military service, an 
unfortunate omission 
that renders the book of 
little use to genealogists, 
except those few who 
may have had relatives in 
Brouk’s unit. The de-
fense of the Burma Road 
in China had military 

significance as the war 
spread across the world, 
and the most interesting 
aspect of Brouk’s life was 
his role in it. However, 
that context is not given 
and, since the lack of 
any attempt to make his 
opening biography any-
thing other than a recital 
of the bare facts, one is 
sorely tempted to put the 
book aside.

Carol Becker
Park Ridge, Illinois

To Soar with the Tigers: The Life 
and Diary of Flying Tiger Robert 
Brouk. By Jennifer holik-urban. 
Published by generations,  
http://www.generationsbiz.com. 
2011. 125 pp. Illustrations, index. 
hardcover. $14.99



Ohio played a pivotal role in 
the fight to abolish slavery in 
the United States, not only 
because it was a border state, 
but also because it was the 
home state of key political 
figures in the fight over slav-
ery during the twenty years 
leading up to the Civil War.

It was in this arena 
and period that Clermont 
County played a central role 
in the Underground Rail-
road Movement. This book 
provides a rich account of 
Clermont’s towns along the 
Underground Railroad, with 
a special focus on the stories 
of the prominent citizens 
who were active participants. 
It provides excellent histori-

cal background for anyone 
with family roots in southern 
Ohio.

The first section of the 
book puts the question of 
slavery in political context 
and makes the case for Ohio’s 
pivotal role in the abolitionist 
movement. Chapters cover 
the history, politics and legal 
issues surrounding slavery 
and its spread into the new 
territories of the developing 
country, and outline the role 
of the Underground Railroad 
in the abolitionist movement.

The second section 
contains a chapter on each 
of the key Ohio cities on 
the Underground Railroad 
in Clermont County. Each 

chapter includes historical 
context but is mainly focused 
on local stories of the leaders 
in each community. Some 
include actual accounts of 
runaways, where records 
were available.

Overall the book is 
significant for research 
background. It contains a 
good index and period town 
maps of each community. 
This reviewer wished for one 
additional map to provide 
overall context—a period 
map of the county showing 
the location of each town on 
the Underground Railroad.

Carol Becker
Park Ridge, Illinois

Freedom’s Struggle: A Response to 
Slavery from the Ohio Borderlands. 
By gary L. Knepp.  
Published by Little Miami 
Publishing, P.O. Box 588,  
Milford Oh 45150.  
http://www.littlemiamibooks.com.  
2008. xii, 260 pp. Illustrations, 
index, maps. Softcover. $22.50

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES
FINANCIAL REPORT, DECEMBER 31, 2012

ASSETS
Cash - operating $173,792 
Cash - NARA (restricted)  467,761 
 Total cash  641,553 
Receivables  3,213 
 TOTAL ASSETS  $644,766 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES
Accounts Payable $4,922 
Unearned Revenues 15,503 
 TOTAL LIABILITIES  20,425

FUND BALANCES
Operating  156,580 
Restricted - NARA  467,761 
 TOTAL FUND BALANCES  624,341 
 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES  $644,766

OPERATING FUND
Revenues
 Memberships $27,705 
 FORUM subscriptions 5,635 
 Conference  259,672 
 Other 1,634 
 TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES  294,646 
  
Expenditures
 Administrative 25,019 
 Committees 8,934 
 FORUM 9,022 
 Conference 255,623 
 TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES 298,598 
 EXCESS OF EXPENDITURES OVER REVENUES $(3,952)

NARA RESTRICTED FUNDS
Donations $461,709 
Expenditures 181,729 
 NET REVENUES - NARA $279,980
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to a society bylaws review and 
the FGS Insurance Program.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 
articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

Number of members Price

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FoRUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
Half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
Eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Spring Issue January 1 January 15 April 15
Summer Issue April 1 April 15 July 15
Fall Issue July 1 July 15 October 15
Winter Issue October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie Carbonetti.

1   •  Winter 2011  •  FGS Forum

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieS

Volume 23 Number 4

Winter 2011

The Total Recall Research  Log

Evernote

Federation oF GenealoGical SocietieSVolume 24 Number 1

Spring 2012

In this Issue…

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES
Volume 24 Number 2

Summer 2012

Children and Young People 

in Genealogy Today

Britain, the USA, and Beyond

More Membership Information
Join online

http://www.fgs.org/pdf/forum09summer.pdf
mailto:s2carbonetti%40sbcglobal.net?subject=FORUM%20Advertising
http://fgs.org/membership/index.php
https://www.fgs.org/join/
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