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The Complete Beginner’s Guide 
to Genealogy, the Internet,  
and Your Genealogy Computer 
Program. 2011 Updated Edition
Karen Clifford. 8½" x 11". 360 pp., illus., 
indexed, paper. 2011. ISBN 978-0-8063-
1875-2. #1047. $39.95

This book shows how to combine traditional  
research methods in the National Archives, the 
LDS Family History Library, and other major 
resource centers with today’s technology; how 

to conduct research in courthouse records, censuses, and vital records us-
ing techniques unheard of just a decade ago. The book is also designed as 
an instructional manual, and each chapter of the book is a self-contained 
teaching module. 

The new updated edition contains references to current URLs and 
databases, discusses new genealogy software options, describes the latest 
procedures at FamilySearch, and includes a revision of the census chapter to 
reflect the release of the 1930 federal census.

Genealogy at a Glance:  
Scottish Genealogy Research
David Dobson. 8½" x 11". 4 pp. folded, 
laminated. 2011. ISBN 978-0-8063-1873-8. 
#1464. $7.95

We designed the “Genealogy at a Glance” 
series to give busy researchers as much use-
ful information in just four laminated pages as 
you’ll ever need. Here, Scottish author David 
Dobson uses emigration history as a starting 
point and from there proceeding to the im-
mense body of unique Scottish records, which 

includes Old Parish Records of the Church of Scotland; post-1854 statutory 
records of births, marriages, and deaths; census returns from 1841 to 1901; 
and more. He adds research tips and references to key publications, conclud-
ing with an indispensable list of online resources, which are now the focal 
point of Scottish genealogy research.

Genealogy at a Glance: French-
Canadian Genealogy Research
Denise R. Larson. 8½" x 11". 4 pp. folded, 
laminated. 2011. ISBN 978-0-8063-1874-5.  
#3286. $7.95

Genealogist Denise Larson lays out the basic 
elements of French-Canadian research, boiling 
the subject down to its essence and allowing you 
to grasp the fundamentals of French-Canadian 
research. Focusing on key record sources, Lar-
son first provides history and context, then deals 

with the unique aspects of French-Canadian research, such as Acadia and Que-
bec, before moving on to traditional record sources, finishing with a summing 
up of record repositories and online sources. 

Genealogy at a Glance:  
Irish Genealogy Research
Brian Mitchell. 8½" x 11". 4 pp. folded, 
laminated. 2010. ISBN 978-0-8063-1870-7. 
3866. $7.95

Irish genealogy expert Brian Mitchell 
describes the sources used in Irish research, 
where to find them, and how to use them. 
From emigration lists and surname histories 
to church registers and census records, each 
accompanied with important background in-

formation, he lays out the whole of Irish genealogical research, providing 
what is arguably the best four pages ever written on the subject. 

Genealogy at a Glance: African 
American Genealogy Research
Michael Hait. 8½" x 11". 4 pp. folded, 
laminated. 2011. ISBN 978-0-8063-1882-
0. #2476. $7.95

Michael Hait lays out the basic elements 
of African American research, boiling the 
subject down to its essence and allowing you 
to grasp the fundamentals of African Ameri-
can research “at a glance.” In keeping with 
the “Genealogy at a Glance” theme, the four 
specially laminated pages of this work are designed to 
provide as much useful information in the space allotted as you’ll ever need. 

Genealogy at a Glance:  
Ellis Island Research
Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. 8½" x 11".  
4 pp. folded, laminated. 2011. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1884-4. #882. $7.95

An astonishing 40 percent of Americans 
living today are related to immigrants who ar-
rived at Ellis Island between 1892 and 1957. 
While the records they created are vast and 
complex, this outline offers instant guidance 
through the millions of documents they left 
behind. Here, Ellis Island records become in-
telligible and accessible, and along with a handy list of books 
and other resources, research in this massive body of records can now be 
accomplished at a glance. 

Genealogy at a Glance:  
German Genealogy Research
Ernest Thode. 8½" x 11". 4 pp. folded, 
laminated. 2011. ISBN 978-0-8063-1885-
1. #5759. $7.95

With information on ships’ passenger 
lists, surnames and given names, places of 
origin, and vital records, as well as citations to 
the best books and online sources, this handy 
outline puts the key elements of a research 
strategy right at your fingertips. Written by 
German genealogy expert Ernest Thode, it 
can be read at a glance and used with total 
confidence.

Revolutionary War Pensions 
Awarded by State Governments 
1775–1874, the General and 
Federal Governments Prior to 
1814, and by Private Acts of 
Congress to 1905
Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck. 7" x 10". 1,066 
pp., indexed, paper. 2011. ISBN 978-0-
8063-1869-1. #492. $89.50

This book brings together for the first 
time all the data from federal and state 
sources used to reconstruct Revolutionary 
War pension records. It is an attempt to identify 
and recreate the Revolutionary War pension files generated prior to the 
disastrous fires in the War Department in1800 and in 1814 with the British 
invasion of Washington. The second fire effectively destroyed all the pen-
sion files from 1776 to 1814. Despite the tragic loss of nearly four decades of 
pension records at the national level, it has been possible not only to identify 
many of those pensioners whose files are commonly believed to have been 
lost but also to reconstitute in varying degrees their contents. More than 
16,500 pensioners are featured in this work.

BlockBusters
for 2011

Genealogical Publishing Company
3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211
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This issue of FORUM features many 
of the same writers and articles that 
you have come to expect and love. 
My thanks and yours go out to those  
reliable, informed, experts who have 
contributed so much of their time 
over the years to sharing news and 
insights with FORUM readers.

This issue also marks the first 
contribution of some new writ-
ers and a completely new column. 
Welcome to Lisa Alzo and Amy 
Coffin as regular contributors. Lisa 
has taken the reins of the Member 

Society News column from Randy 
Whited (more from Randy in future 
issues). I know you will like her spin 
on things and will learn much from 
her coverage of what your fellow 
member societies are doing. Amy 
is launching a new column this 
issue called “Genealogy Blogging.” 
Each of Amy’s columns will provide 
information on the top blogs in the 
genealogy and society industries. 
She will also provide tips and best 
practices for society or society 
members that are already blogging, 

or who have considered diving into 
the blogosphere.

I hope you enjoy this issue of 
FORUM. Please don’t hesitate to let 
me know what you liked, what you 
may not have liked, or what you 
want to see in this publicaton.

From the Editor
Matt Wright
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service to FGS
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Hargreaves Lueb-
king is retiring 
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editor-in-chief. In
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message, her
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is a description of her many contributions to 
genealogy.

tes salute her, and there

2 Fall 2010, Volume 22 Number 3

4   •  Spring 2012  •  FGS Forum

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES

mailto:editor%40fgs.org?subject=FORUM
mailto:office%40fgs.org?subject=FGS%20Membership
http://www.fgs.org


5   •  Spring 2012  •  FGS Forum

Back to TOC

If you don’t belong to a genea-
logical or historical society, 
run, don’t walk, to join. I’m 

always amazed when I meet some-
one at a seminar, in a library, or on 
an airplane who is deeply interest-
ed in family history but that does 
not belong to a society.  REALLY?  
Why not? A society provides the 
best support system for anyone 
doing family history research.  Not 
only will the other members listen 
to you and your research adven-
tures (rather than your spouse or 
friend whose eyes may glaze over 
from time to time) but they are 
a wonderful network for ideas, a 
wealth of information, and yes, 
you just might find a cousin in 
your midst.

Last Saturday I had the privilege 
to attend the Williamson County, 
Texas Society’s annual seminar.  
These folks really know how to 
put on a seminar and I am very 
prejudiced when I tell you that they 
had one of the best speakers in the 
country—FGS board member Josh 
Taylor.  Before the seminar, at lunch 
and between sessions, we met so 
many wonderful folks from near 
and far, but one conversation stands 
out above all others.  Josh and I were 
both so excited about meeting this 
lady and hearing her story. I’d like to 
share it with you.

Jean, from Bastrop, Texas, told 
us the story of how she came to be 
involved in a future society.  Jean 
attended her class reunion near Chi-
cago last August and happened to 
notice that we were holding an FGS 

conference in Springfield.  She 
attended Society Manage-

ment Day and became so 
fired up that when she 

returned to Bastrop 
she organized a 

meeting to see 
if others in the 
area might be 
interested in 
forming a soci-
ety.  Thirty-six 
eager fam-
ily historians 

attended that 
first meeting.  We 

let her know FGS 
would provide as 

much help as she needs 
to make this society get 

a jump start.  FGS can help with 
bylaws, programming ideas, strategy 
papers for officers, interesting topics 
on our weekly radio show, our soon-
to-be available webinars, and, of 
course, this wonderful publication.  

Central Texas is very fortunate 
to have a number of very active 
societies with wonderful programs.  
The Austin Genealogical Society 
not only has a wonderful educa-
tion program and a wide range of 
monthly speakers, they also spon-
sor bus trips to Houston and Dallas 
for research.  They also organize 
long-distance trips to destination 
research cities such as Salt Lake 
City, Utah and Ft.Wayne, Indiana.  
Traveling with a bunch of genealo-
gists makes you feel part of a group 
and you have someone to share 
research finds with, eat with, laugh 
with, and you come home with a 
whole new circle of friends. 

Belonging to a society will help 
you become part of the global 
genealogical community.  Did you 
know that approximately 600 or 
more societies have signed up to 
help index the 1940 census?  Did 
you know that FGS is working to 
raise nearly 2 million dollars for the 
digitization of the War of 1812 Pen-
sion Files?  Don’t you want to be a 
part of those efforts?  

If you are not involved in a soci-
ety, get out there and either find one 
or form one.  It’s a great way to get 
a bunch of new friends who share 
your passion for family history. For 
a list of genealogical societies visit 
the FGS website, www.fgs.org.

From the President
Pat OxleySocieties—The Foundation of the Genealogical Community
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You have just been asked to edit 
your society newsletter, now what? 

Writing and editing a society newsletter is a vital job in the overall health of 
a society. The newsletter’s mission can be a complex one including, inform-
ing members, potential members and non-members on upcoming events and 
projects, exposing members to new genealogical methods, research, websites and 
technology, providing a place where members can pass along information and get 
assistance and perhaps even a vehicle for some fundraising. 

With all that a society newsletter can be, it can feel like an overwhelming job that 
never ends. While your newsletter may be sent out once a month, the job of editor 
is a constant one that involves soliciting articles, waiting for articles and announce-
ments to be written, researching possible content for future editions and then putting 
it all together. Where do you start? Whether you are a new newsletter editor or have 
been doing it awhile and need some new ideas the following types of articles can help 

Back to TOC
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make your newsletter a must-read for the members of your 
society and beyond.

Same Content, Different Month
First and foremost, your society newsletter should be 
a place to report on issues important to your society. 
There should be some sections of the newsletter that are 
part of each issue. Just as your favorite magazine has 
regular columns and columnists, so should your news-
letter. Not sure what to print? Here are some ideas:

President’s Message
A President’s message should inform members what 

the activities of the society have been in the last month 
and the coming month. It should remind members of 
upcoming meetings. It should encourage and thank 
members for their involvement. And when necessary 
it should serve as a place to convey urgent needs in the 
society. Your society president may not feel like they are 
able to write out a message to the members each month. 
That’s ok; As the editor you can help write and edit the 
piece to convey the president’s feelings.

Reports from Board Members
The newsletter is the place where different board 

members and committee chairs should have space to 
report on their duties or projects. Set a deadline for each 
month when this information is due and hold members 
to it. An email reminder to board and committee chairs 
should go out each month asking for information.

Meeting Information 
Each issue should include the current meeting 

information as well as a calendar of upcoming meet-

ings. For the meeting that month, include the title of the 
presentation, time, meeting place, presenter’s name bio, 
photo and then a description of the presentation. Use 
the newsletter as a tool to encourage members and non-
members to attend meetings. Publicizing the meetings 
you have can encourage potential new members.

Current Projects
Is your society working on a cemetery transcription 

project, surname project, or maybe indexing obituar-
ies? Whatever the project is make sure to mention it 
each month and provide any updates about the project 
and information about accessing it. This is the place to 
encourage new volunteers as well.

Members Research
Whether it’s an article highlighting surnames mem-

bers are researching or an article about an individual 
member’s research, provide an opportunity for members 
to contribute to the newsletter. You might be thinking, 
yeah I ask and ask and no one comes forth. That’s ok, ap-
proach individual members for contributions, give them 
a due date and follow up. People tend to ignore blanket 
invitations to participate. You will get a better response 
if you approach individuals whether at a meeting or by 
email or phone.

Genealogy Content
A newsletter should also be a place for articles on how-
to subjects, case studies, local repositories, genealogical 
tips, and local history that can enhance the readers’ ge-
nealogical knowledge and research. This can sometimes 
be the most difficult part of editing a society newsletter. 
Who can you get to write these types of articles?
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One way some editors get this content is by cutting 
and pasting articles that they see online from newslet-
ters, blogs, and websites. While this may seem like a 
great way to find good content it does present a prob-
lem. Simply, material found on other blogs, newslet-
ters , websites, etc. are copyright protected. Just as you 
wouldn’t think of stealing a book, you shouldn’t reprint 
an article without permission. 

If you find something your really like, contact the 
author and ask about reprint permission rights. This is 
very important. In one case I had written an article for a 
company and as part of the contract I could not reprint 
that article for 12 months. In the meantime I noticed that 
a society had used the article in their newsletter, which 
was available online. The issue wasn’t that I wouldn’t have 
given them permission if they had asked. The problem 
was that I didn’t even have the right to reprint that article 
yet. They were infringing on the publisher’s rights. Would 
the publisher have taken action? I don’t know, but they 
could have.  It’s best to ask permission first.

There’s nothing wrong with going outside of your 
society or even your location in the search for newslet-
ter content. I have been asked by societies in the United 
States and Canada for reprint permission on articles 
I wrote for other publications. Start looking at online 
genealogy company newsletters, the writings of your 
presenters, or the writings of other genealogists and 
contact them about possible publishing rights for your 
newsletter.

Regular Column
Consider having a few regular columns. This can help 
streamline the monthly process knowing that every 

month you will have an article addressing a certain 
topic. Some ideas for regular columns include:

•	 Genealogy Websites
•	 Local History
•	 Libraries to Research
•	 Technology Tips
•	 Beginners Corner (with a basic tip on genealogy 

research)
•	 Book Reviews
•	 Review of a book or resource in the society library 

collection
•	 This year in history

Take a Survey
Just as many societies take a survey to see what presen-
tations their membership wants to hear, so too could a 
newsletter editor use that survey or an additional one to 
get an idea of what topics the membership wishes they 
knew more about.  Provide some ideas and then leave 
room for members to write in their own ideas and to 
volunteer to write articles.

Invite Members
Most societies have members who have had rich 
experiences with researching, traveling, and attend-
ing conferences and seminars. Invite members to 
write up information that they know about. Whether 
an article, a conference recap, a short tip, or a list of 
links, members can assist other members by partici-
pating in the newsletter. In some cases members may 
not feel like they can write. That’s ok, encourage them 
to either write what they can and you can edit it later 

Back to TOC
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or to let you interview them and then you write up 
the article.

Press Releases
Another source of content is press releases. Press 
releases are announcements by companies, groups 
and individuals about everything from a new ser-
vice, new genealogy content, a book, or a conference. 
Press releases can help inform your members on the 
very latest in the world of genealogy. Where can you 
find press releases? Aside from those published on a 
company’s website or blog, you can find genealogy 
press releases posted to GeneaPress < http://www.
geneapress.com/>. GeneaPress is a blog where you 
can copy and paste press releases. There is no need to 
ask permission first.

From Online Sources
In some cases, authors have copyright statements on 
their blogs that allow the reprinting of some or all ar-
ticles. For example, in some cases you may reprint an ar-
ticle found on Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter. 
To read his copyright notice and publishing information 
see http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/
copyrights-and-other-lega.html. This notice spells out 
in which cases you can reprint article and in which you 
need to ask permission first. 

Articles found on FamilySearch’s Tech Tips blog 
< https://www.familysearch.org/techtips/> fall under 
Creative Commons-Attribution 3.0 license < http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/us/> which 
allows you to share articles you find there as long as you 
attribute the work. The same is true for FamilySearch 

Wiki articles < https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/
en/Main_Page>.

Ancestry.com’s reprint policy on its The Weekly 
Discovery newsletter states that non-profits are free to 
distribute the information found in the newsletter as 
long as they provide attribution. That newsletter has 
recently merged into their monthly newsletter. Check 
the bottom of any newsletter or material from Ancestry.
com for reprint information.

Still not sure about what to include in your society 
newsletter? Try searching out other society news-
letters for ideas. Look to societies in your area and 
beyond. Ask your members what other societies they 
belong to and see if they can provide samples. See if 
you can find newsletters for other types of organiza-
tions, aside from genealogy, and review their content. 
Use these newsletters to provide inspiration of what 
you might want for your newsletter. The best part 
of being a newsletter editor is that you can use this 
opportunity to explore topics that you need to learn 
more about and then share what you have learned 
with your society.
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Gena Philibert-Ortega is the author of 
From the Family Kitchen: Discover your 
Food Heritage and Preserve Favorite 
Recipes (F + W Media, 2012). She writes 
for magazines and articles. Her writings 
can also be found on her blogs Gena’s 

Genealogy and Food. Family.Ephemera. She has had the 
privilege of editing multiple newsletters.

The best part  

of being a newsletter 

editor is that you can use this  

opportunity to explore topics that you  

need to learn more about and then share 

what you have learned with your society.

http://www.geneapress.com/
http://www.geneapress.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/copyrights-and-other-lega.html
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/copyrights-and-other-lega.html
https://www.familysearch.org/techtips/
https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Main_Page
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Several organizations have developed student re-
sources and teacher lesson plans to make history 
come alive through education programs.  Not 

only does this keep the public interested, it keeps their 
message out there.  Lesson plans, professional develop-
ment, interactive activities and field trips are just a few 
ways to inform educators and build 
enthusiasm for the next generation.  

By having these resources avail-
able, libraries and archives can edu-
cate the public on history while pro-
moting their collections and fostering 
relationships with their communities.  
Every organization has to work to 
hold the next generation’s interest to 
keep their message going forward. 

The availability of these resources 
ranges from online down-loads to 
iPhone apps, conference syllabi and 
interactive websites, many of which 
are available for free.  This article 
will also look at partnering your 

membership society with a local library or archive 
facility to cross-promote and reach a larger audience, 
and how to create resources that could assist local 
students and teachers.  

Examples of Archival resources available: 

by Darcie M Hind Posz

Reach Out to Students and Teachers 
with Library and Archives Resources
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The National Archives has a fantastic section for teach-
ers, which includes lesson plans, activities, videos and 
state & regional resources.  Choosing the lesson plans 

option will direct you to a new page where lesson plans 
tailored to specific time periods can be downloaded.  
You will notice that there is a Docs Teach box in the 

upper right hand side; by clicking on that 
you will be redirected to The National 
Archives Experience Docs Teach website 
which is another experience on its own.  
With examples from history in the form 
of digitized primary sources, you can 
make the educational experience more 
interactive for your students.  

The National Archives of Australia 
offers resources for teachers and stu-
dents on a variety of topics ranging from 
citizenship to environmental factors.  
The majority of these items is available 
for purchase in book format or is avail-
able in PDF format.  One of the coolest 
is a classroom kit available for purchase 
called 1901 and All That that draws con-
nections between the 1900 Federation 
and the present, making the learning 
experience more meaningful.  

Some genealogy societies have 
begun websites catering to students and 
teachers with educational resources and 
message boards.  One example is the 
Victoria Genealogical Society of British 
Columbia which offers supplies that 
can be printed off and downloaded, 
library resources (both online and in 
person) and other great items.  

http://www.archives.gov/education/
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://docsteach.org/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.naa.gov.au/visit-us/education/resources/index.aspx
http://eshop.naa.gov.au/p/645220/1901-and-all-that.html
http://www.victoriags.org/school/index.php
http://www.victoriags.org/school/index.php
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Examples of available Library Resources: 

The Library of Congress has been digitizing and 
uploading items daily and accompanying them with 
classroom materials focused on various time periods 
and subjects.  The experience is interactive:  you can 
view digitized copies of original records, hear music and 
see videos.  

The Wisconsin Historical Society has primary 
sources, classroom tools, a list serve and 
a contact office if you have follow up 
questions.  One item of particular interest 
is the Thinking Like a Historian booklet 
(and instructional video) where teach-
ers can create lesson plans in which the 
students are given the tools to investigate, 
question, engage and research history 
according to interests.  

The Indiana State Library also offers a 
PDF resource that may be helpful in find-
ing materials that fit your age group and 
target class.  

How to create your own
On each of the above websites, the 
classroom lessons rely heavily on local 
historical subjects. When creating the 
lesson plans, develop and outline how the 

information will be presented and then focus on how 
the conclusions should be reached.  Society members 
with specialized knowledge of local events, historical fig-
ures and places will be able to assist in this process.  

Make sure that the material is appropriate to your 
target age group.  See if it is possible for your society to 

collaborate with a library or archival reposi-
tory nearby and combine your resources.  
Most public libraries have teen boards 
or outreach programs, while college and 
university libraries may offer internships.  If 
creating lesson plans is something that your 
society would like explore further, consider 
adding The Lesson Planning Handbook by 
Peter Brunn to your collection.  

The Society of American Archivists’ 
(SAA) Reference, Access, and Outreach 
Section currently has a toolkit available 
for National History Day which may also 
spark the interest of future archivists in 
your classroom. 

Technology flavored examples: 
The majority of students these days feel 
comfortable incorporating technology into 
their educational experience, so applying 
technology may help make material more 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/teachers/
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp?book_id=337
http://www.uww.edu/cls/history/for-teachers
http://www.in.gov/library/files/geneducators_1.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Lesson-Planning-Handbook-Essential-Strategies/dp/0545087457/ref=pd_vtp_b_4
http://www2.archivists.org/groups/reference-access-and-outreach-section
http://www2.archivists.org/groups/reference-access-and-outreach-section
http://nhdarchives.pbworks.com/w/page/37898361/National%20History%20Day%20and%20Archives
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relatable.  In early February of 2012, Lisa Alzo did a pre-
sentation at RootsTech called Show Don’t Tell: Creating 
Interactive Family Histories, in which she makes use of 
free online content and Google to present a family story.  
Something like this could be integrated into a lesson 
plan for middle schoolers and older.  

The Digital History website is one of the best out 
there for textbook links, documents, additional read-
ing and quizzes.  Students can click their way to virtual 
exhibits and generate a timeline that is tailored by the 
teacher.  This could be a resource for homeschooling as 
well as summer projects.  

Starting small, the Young Adult Library Services 
Association has Teen Tech Week with Geek Out @ your 
library, March 4-10 of this year.  This may be a great op-
portunity to partner with your local library during the 
event and to possibly have your society run a class about 
iPhone or Droid Apps related to libraries or archives, or 
to teach young people how to start their genealogy online. 

The Next Steps: 
In the next edition of the FGS FORUM, Emma Jolly will 
discuss involving youth in genealogy and will provide ex-
amples of how your membership society can get involved.  
Jennifer Holik has a new project on a Kids’ Genealogy 
Series called Branching Out, which may be a fine addition 
to your collection.  And lastly, have you considered nomi-
nating an outstanding youth for the FGS Youth Award?  

The FGS Outreach Committee is accepting nomi-
nations for The FGS 2012 Youth Award, which hon-
ors volunteers under the age of 18 who have made a 
significant contribution to an FGS member society. The 
award will be presented during the opening sessions at 
the FGS Conference in Birmingham, Alabama.  Award 

recipient will receive complimentary regis-
tration for the FGS 2012 Conference along 
with other prizes. 

Nominees must be affiliated with an 
FGS member society, and be eighteen or 
younger as of July 15, 2012.  Nominations 
should be submitted via email to fgsout-
reach@fgs.org by July 15, 2012 and include 
the following: 
1. The society and contact information 

(include the society president and/or 
FGS delegate)

2. The youth’s name and contact informa-
tion. 

3. A brief description of the youth’s contri-
bution to your society

Resources: 
Awesome library http://www.awesomeli-

brary.org/

Luebking, Sandra Hargreaves. “NGS Instructor Devel-
opment Committee, Part II: So You Want to Teach Ge-
nealogy? Part II,” National Genealogical Society. Journey 
into your past--Conference in the States, 1989 syllabus. 
NGS, 1989. Pages 117-122.  Although a majority of the 
taped sessions mentioned are probably not available, 
to outline for developing a curriculum for your own 
organization.

Michaels, Nora Stalvey.  “Genealogy Educators’ Work-
shop, Part 1: Integrating Genealogy Into the Curricu-
lum.” National Genealogical Society. Journey into your 
past--Conference in the States, 1989 syllabus. NGS, 1989. 
Pages 251-256.
 
Teacher vision, http://www.teachervision.fen.com/li-
braries/teacher-resources/55273.html

Top 50 iPhone Apps or Educators, http://oedb.org/li-
brary/features/top_50_iphones_for_educators

http://rootstech.org/schedule/thursday/TU041
http://rootstech.org/schedule/thursday/TU041
http://www.digitalhistory2.uh.edu/
http://teentechweek.ning.com/
http://teentechweek.ning.com/profile/2f0dnr38anaku
http://teentechweek.ning.com/profile/2f0dnr38anaku
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/library-locator/id358260701?mt=8
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Family-History-Kids-Emma-Jolly/dp/0955757800/ref=ntt_at_ep_dpt_2/276-7760601-3141645
http://www.generationsbiz.com/2012/02/11/kids-genealogy-lesson-series-update/
mailto:fgsoutreach@fgs.org
mailto:fgsoutreach@fgs.org
http://www.awesomelibrary.org/
http://www.awesomelibrary.org/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/libraries/teacher-resources/55273.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/libraries/teacher-resources/55273.html
http://oedb.org/library/features/top_50_iphones_for_educators
http://oedb.org/library/features/top_50_iphones_for_educators
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Edited by Michael J. Leclerc

Genealogist’s Handbook  
for New England Research 
5th Edition

New from NEHGS

—the definitive guide to New England research

This handbook is an indispensable resource for anyone 
doing research in Connecticut, Vermont, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. 

More than just a how-to book, it is a location guide to 
public records, repositories, libraries, and genealogical 
societies throughout New England. 

What’s new in the 5th edition?

AmericanAncestors.org • 1-888-296-3447 • thebookstore@nehgs.org

7 x 10 softcover,  
500 pp., illus. $24.95
Available early 2012 

• Introductory essays for each state
• State and county maps
• Charts, artwork, and photos
• Updated repository information
• Lists of parent and daughter towns
• Two-color format throughout

NEW 
EDITION!
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We hope that by now you 
have scheduled your 
2012 genealogy travel to 

include this year’s FGS conference 
in Birmingham, Alabama. The local 
host, the Alabama Genealogical So-
ciety, along with FGS representatives 

have been hard at work to bring you 
a stellar four days of genealogical 
education, networking, fun, and 
special events. 

The Program
The program is varied and features 
many of the most skilled and experi-
enced genealogists in the world. You 
may have been waiting to hear some 
of these experts or would like to 
learn more on a specific subject and 
FGS/AGS 2012 is ready to meet your 
needs. What’s on your checklist? 
How about learning more about the 
wonderful details in federal records, 
adding to your knowledge of South-
ern research, getting invigorated and 
on the right track for writing your 
family history, understanding DNA, 
delving into newspapers, or compre-
hending genealogy and copyright? 
Do you need some assistance on 
your German, English, Irish, or 
Scottish research? Need some ideas 
on better online searches, analyzing 
records, locating African Ameri-
can or American Indian ancestors, 

Railroad Retirement board records, 
academic archives, finding military 
records, searching in courthouses, 
or another research topic? The pro-
gram has you covered.

Hear Christine Rose, George 
Morgan, Joshua Taylor, Mark 
Lowe, Elizabeth Shown Mills, 
Laura Prescott, John Colletta, David 
Rencher, Thomas W. Jones, Paul 
Milner, and numerous other great 
speakers over the four-day confer-
ence.

Focus on Societies Day
This year’s all-day “Focus on So-
cieties” sessions are geared to all 
members of genealogical societ-
ies, historical societies, and family 
associations. The opening session 
is titled “Transforming Your Soci-
ety into a Dynamic 21st Century 
Destination” and will be presented 
by D. Joshua Taylor. This will be fol-
lowed by thirty dynamic lecture and 
brainstorming sessions. Officers and 
board members will find insightful 
society management information, 

The 2012 FGS Conference:
It’s the Place to Learn

Thomas MacEntee
Paula Stuart Warren

FGS 2012 Conference 
Platinum Sponsors

FamilySearch International is the largest genealogy 
organization in the world. FamilySearch is a nonprofit, 
volunteer–driven organization sponsored by The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Millions of people 
use FamilySearch records, resources, and services to 
learn more about their family history. To help in this 
great pursuit, FamilySearch and its predecessor organi-
zations have been actively gathering, preserving, and 
sharing genealogical records worldwide for over 100 
years. Patrons may access FamilySearch services and re-
sources free online at FamilySearch.org or through over 
4,600 family history centers in 132 countries, including 
the main Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Since 1994, brightsolid group has been delivering 
online innovation and pioneering the expansion of 
the genealogy market with leading family history 
websites including the findmypast global network, 
ScotlandsPeople, GenesReunited, and britishnewspa-
perarchive.co.uk, together servicing over 18 million 
registered customers worldwide. The sites connect 
people via their innovative family tree software and 
deliver access to over a billion records dating as far back 
as 1200. Family historians can search for their ancestors 
among global collections, relating primarily to people 
with UK and Irish ancestry, of military records, census, 
migration, occupation directories, newspapers, as well 
as birth, marriage and death records.

By Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, and Thomas MacEntee, National Publicity 

Co-Chairs, FGS/AGS 2012
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and members and volunteers will 
discover ways in which their ideas 
and talents can help their societies 
succeed. When asked his expecta-
tion for the event, George Morgan, 
FGS vice president-Membership, 
says “This promises to be our best 
‘Focus on Societies’ day yet.”

Librarians Day
Librarians are invited to attend 
the conference’s Librarians Day, 
Wednesday, August 29, 2012 from 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the Sheraton 
Birmingham Hotel. This annual part 
of the FGS conference is sponsored 
by ProQuest and is designed for li-
brarians, archivists, and other infor-
mation professionals serving family 
history researchers. Registration for 
Librarian’s Day is $10. Lunch is pro-
vided by ProQuest. To register, visit 
http://www.fgs.org/2012conference. 
Click on “Registration” and regis-
ter for Librarian’s Day. You can ask 
questions about Librarian’s Day 
via e-mail. Librarians are invited 
to register for the entire FGS/AGS 
conference.

Librarian’s Day features an excit-
ing lineup:

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Edwin C. Bridges, Director of 

Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Ala-
bama

Presentations
Amy Johnson Crow, cg, mls, 

Reynoldsburg, Ohio —Importance 
of Your Genealogy Collection’s 
Website

Curt Witcher, mls, Director 
of the Genealogy Center at Allen 
County Public Library, Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana—Sources and Resources: 

Mining the Gold from Genealogical 
& Historical Serials

Panel Discussion Featuring Local 
Archivists:

Laura Caldwell Anderson, Archi-
vist for Birmingham Civil Rights 
Institute 

Jim Baggett, Head of the Depart-
ment of Archives and Manuscripts 
for Birmingham Public Library

 Elizabeth Crabtree Wells, 
Special Collections Librarian and 
Archivist at Samford University 

Exhibit Hall
It’s a great lineup for the 2012 edi-
tion of the FGS Conference Ex-
hibit Hall. Visit the list of societies, 
businesses, organizations, and 
other vendors and you will be 
dreaming of shopping and network-
ing. As J. Mark Lowe, Exhibit Hall 

Co-Chair says, “expect the FGS/AGS 
Conference exhibit hall to be rockin’ 
since Birmingham is balanced on 
the hills of Central Alabama. You 
can expect a wide choice of books, 
products, and surprises from the 
genealogical vendors in a spacious 
exhibit hall.  Southern hospitality 
will abound throughout the con-
vention center and the lovely city.  
Don’t forget that Birmingham is the 
home of Southern Living magazine 
and filled with a host of cultural and 
heritage activities. It is one of my 
favorite shopping cities.” Shopping 
in the exhibit hall will be an experi-
ence you will not soon forget.

Society Showcase
If you have never been to an FGS 
conference you may not be aware 
that in addition to the regular exhib-
it hall booths, there are also tables 
(at a great price!) to FGS member 
organizations. This is the Society 
Showcase area, and it’s a great way to 
introduce your society to the rest of 
the country. 

This year the Society Showcase 
area will be strategically located 
adjacent to the main FGS Booth, 
so there will be lots of traffic and 
visitors to your table. Tables may 
be staffed by your members or you 

mailto:librarians2012%40fgs.org?subject=FGS%20Conference%20Librarian%27s%20Day
http://www.archives.state.al.us
http://www.archives.state.al.us
http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com
http://www.genealogycenter.org/Home.aspx
http://www.genealogycenter.org/Home.aspx
http://www.bcri.org
http://www.bcri.org
http://www.birminghamarchives.org
http://www.birminghamarchives.org
http://library.samford.edu/about/special.html 
http://www.fgs.org
http://www.fgs.org
http://www.fgs.org
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can just leave display materials. The 
table your society reserves will be 
all yours. Participants in this special 
area will be showcased during part 
of the extended exhibit hall hours on 
Thursday evening and we urge you 
to staff your table that evening. A 
rich variety of genealogical, his-
torical, and family societies will join 
with conference attendees, vendors, 
speakers, and volunteers to provide 
a stimulating evening of browsing, 
shopping, door-prizes, networking, 
and fun! 

FGS will provide you with a 
reserved 8-foot skirted table, two 
chairs, and a table-top sign. You 
bring brochures, membership forms, 
sample publications, promotional 
materials, and other information. 
These tables are for promotional 
purposes and selling memberships. 
They may not be used for other 
sales. If your society has products 
and publications to sell you will 
want to opt for a regular exhibit hall 
booth instead. Details on those are 
are available on the conference 
website.

To reserve a Society Showcase 
table for your FGS member orga-
nization, send $25 to FGS Society 
Showcase, PO Box 200940, Austin, 
TX 78720-0940. Please include the 
full name of the organization, mail-
ing address, contact person, tele-
phone number, and email address. 
Further details will be sent after 
booths are reserved. Set-up for these 
special tables will be on Wednesday, 
August 29th. Have a question? Please 
contact Polly Kimmitt.

A few tables will be set aside in 
the special area where FGS mem-
ber organizations that don’t reserve 
a full table may place brochures, 
flyers, and other items as space is 

available. Details on those will be 
available later this spring on the FGS 
Conference News Blog.

If your society or organization 
wishes to participate in Society 
Showcase but is not yet a member of 
FGS, it’s easy to join. Visit the FGS 
website and click on Membership 
Information. 

FGS 2012 Media Center
The Media Center concept is ack 
again this year for the FGS 2012 
conference.  What is the “media 
center?” Well, it is a self-service 
online press kit where you can 
download articles, ads, and graph-
ics for your society’s newsletter and 
other publications about the current 
year’s conference. Visit the media 
center and help yourself to various 
items such as press releases, articles, 
and more. It’s a great way to let your 
society members know more about 
the conference. 

Genspiration Sessions
During last year’s conference in 
Springfield, Illinois, the “Genspira-
tion” sessions were very popular.  
The concept is similar to “unconfer-
encing,” a popular conference format 
where attendees post a discussion 
topic and all those interested meet in 
a classroom at the designated time. 
The goal is a meeting of the minds 
where participants walk away with a 
set of ideas and action items related 
to the topic. Some topics from last 
year included:

•	 Marketing, publicity and social 
media

•	 Society and events management
•	 Self-publishing for genealogy 

societies
•	 And more

Stay tuned to the FGS Confer-
ence News Blog for more informa-
tion on how you can participate in 
this year’s Genspiration sessions.

Cyber Café
Thanks to RootsMagic, there will 
once again be a Cyber Café and a 
Lounge Area in the Exhibit Hall 
area during the FGS 2012 confer-
ence.  Not only can you use one of 
the many computers to check e-mail 
or print a document, you can even 
connect (and charge) your own 
laptop or netbook. And who doesn’t 
need a place to rest their feet during 
an event like FGS 2012? Visit the 
Lounge Area and relax or chat with 
your genealogy friends. Thanks to 
RootsMagic once again for sponsor-
ing this oasis in the Exhibit Hall.

Technology at FGS 2012—Free 
WiFi!
That’s right! FGS 2012 attendees will 
have access to free wireless Internet 
in both the Exhibit Hall, the session 
classrooms, and the Birmingham 
Sheraton hotel! Also, many of the 
volunteers for the FGS 2012 Con-
ference have just returned from an 
exciting RootsTech conference in 
Salt Lake City, Utah this past Febru-
ary. We’re figuring out ways that we 
can incorporate more technology 
into the FGS 2012 Conference.  Stay 
tuned for more information!

Need more reasons to attend 
FGS/AGS 2012?
Full details on these events are on 
the conference website. 

How about an evening in the 
Alabama Theatre sponsored by 
AGS and FamilySearch on Wednes-
day? The building itself is not to be 
missed, and in addition we will have 
the pleasure of some light refresh-

http://fgs.org/2012conference/exhibits/
http://fgs.org/2012conference/exhibits/
mailto:societyshowcase%40fgs.org?subject=Society%20Showcase
mailto:societyshowcase%40fgs.org?subject=Society%20Showcase
http://fgs.org/2012conference/media/
http://fgs.org/2012conference/media/
http://www.fgsconferenceblog.org
http://www.fgsconferenceblog.org
http://www.rootsmagic.com
http://fgs.org/2012conference/index.php 
http://www.alabamatheatre.com
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ments and listening to the music of 
Birmingham’s own Bobby Horton. 
As PBS.org states “BOBBY HOR-
TON has been creating music for 
Ken Burns’s films since The Civil 
War. A life-long history student, 
Bobby likes to get to know those 
who have gone before us by “dis-
covering the music they knew and 
loved, and the music they wrote to 
tell their own stories.” Learn more 
about Bobby at his personal web-
site. 

Join us for the FGS Southern 
BBQ feast at the historic Sloss Fur-
naces and interpretative museum. A 
special event with a special demon-
stration of how iron is poured.  

Choose from thirteen luncheons 
with great networking, meals, and 

fantastic speakers offered by the top 
genealogical organizations. It’s the 
best way to get lunch and a reserved 
seat without having to wait in line or 
lose conference time trying to find a 
restaurant.

The keynote session on Thurs-
day morning will feature Chris van 
der Kuyl, chief executive officer, 
brightsolid Group who will pres-
ent “The Family History Com-
munity: A Global Powerhouse for 
Collaboration.” In his presentation 
Chris explains that when some-
one starts to record facts about 
their own family they become part 
of a global community of family 
historians. And, with the rise in the 
importance of technology, online 
collaboration has become a fact of 

life for anyone serious about fam-
ily history. Chris will discuss and 
explore the opportunities for the 
global family history community to 
become the greatest collaborative 
online force in the world today.

End the conference with a Fare-
well Brunch on Sunday morning. 
This tradition began at the 2011 
FGS conference and by popular 
demand is taking place in Birming-
ham. It’s a last chance for network-
ing, a good breakfast, and some 
door prizes, too.

Please join your fellow family 
historians for Indians, Squatters, 
Settlers and Soldiers in the “Old 
Southwest.” FGS and the local host, 
the Alabama Genealogical Society 
(AGS), invite you to partake in that 
Southern hospitality, networking, 
sharing, learning, and plenty of fun 
in historic Birmingham, Alabama.

Photos (top, starting at left) Alabama 
theater, BMA Contemporary Collec-
tion, Vulcan Statue at Vulcan Park and 
Museaum (bottom, starting at left) Sloss 
Furnaces, Arched bridge in Japanese 
Garden.

http://bobbyhorton.com
http://bobbyhorton.com
http://www.slossfurnaces.com
http://www.slossfurnaces.com
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This is my first column for FO-
RUM since I accepted the ap-
pointment to the FGS Board 

where I will serve as Publications 
Chair.  I am slowly becoming familiar 
with all of the various physical and 
electronic member society newslet-
ters and periodicals received by FGS, 
and look forward to learning more 
about all of the member societies and 
their activities to promote the field of 
genealogy.

Springing Ahead
When springtime finally arrives 
many of us take to sprucing up our 
homes and yards.  But it’s also a 
good time to freshen up your family 
history.  Thankfully, there are plenty 
of ways to do that this spring.  Two 
genealogy-themed TV shows—Who 
Do You Think You Are? (NBC), and 
Finding Your Roots (PBS), are air-
ing, and, at last, the release of the 
much-anticipated availability of the 
1940 US Census, already browseable 
and partially searchable. We are also 
entering the jumpstart of the geneal-

ogy conference season with many 
state genealogy conferences, and the 
National Genealogical Society con-
ference held in Cincinnati May 9-13.  
In addition, registration is now open 
for the 2012 FGS conference, which 
will be held 29 August–1 September, 
2012 in  Birmingham, Alabama (see 
fgs.org/2012conference/index.php). 
Truly, there’s never been a better 
time to be a genealogist!

Many societies have signed up 
to be a part of the 1940 U.S. Census 
Community Project in an effort 
to support public indexing of the 
collection to create a freely available 
copy. As genealogists, we all will 
benefit from the collective efforts of 
society volunteers to produce the 
indexes. If your society has not yet 
joined, this would be a great project 
to “spring” into.  Learn more at: 
The1940census.com/society.

Other societies are gearing up 
for annual conferences or special 
meetings, looking at ways to pre-
serve and back up data, and releas-
ing publications.

What is your society doing to 
“spring forward” this year?

Society Highlights
California Genealogical Society 
and Library (Oakland, California)   

CGS will be holding a special 
seminar: “A Day with the Photo 
Detective,” on Wednesday, June 6, 
2012. Photo Detective Maureen 
Taylor will present four lectures at 
the full-day seminar.

Illinois State Genealogical Society 
(Springfield, Illinois)  

In January 2012, ISGS 
launched its new 
monthly webinar 
series with 

Member Society News
By Lisa A. Alzo Lisa A. Alzo

http://californiaancestors.org
http://californiaancestors.org
http://ilgensoc.org
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Thomas MacEntee presenting “10 
Ways To Jump Start Your Genealo-
gy.”  Other speakers featured were: 
Lisa Alzo (February), Amy John-
son Crow (March), and D. Joshua 
Taylor (April).  Upcoming speak-
ers for spring include Timothy 
Pinnick (May) and Peggy Clemens 
Lauritzen (June). The webinars are 
held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, at 8:00 p.m. Central, and 
are free to the general public. All 
you need to attend are a computer 
and internet connection!

Ohio Genealogical Society (Bell-
ville, Ohio)

OGS held its annual conference 
April 12-14 at the Intercontinental 
Hotel in Cleveland, with the theme:  
“History and Genealogy: Finding 
Clues to Ancestral Lives.”

North Hills Genealogists (Wex-
ford, Pennsylvania)     

On Tuesday, March 20th, soci-
ety member, Debbie 

Billeter, gave a 
presentation 

on accessing 

and using the digital maps found 
in the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Historic Pittsburgh collection. 
In addition, the society holds “Tip 
Time” prior the “official” start of 
each monthly meeting.  This is an 
informal session where those pres-
ent can toss out questions to the 
collective group. This has proven to 
be an excellent way to find new ideas 
for breaking through those “brick 
walls” that pop up in members’ 
research efforts.

Alabama Genealogical Society 
(Birmingham, Alabama)   

In addition to being the local 
co-host for FGS 2012, AGS held its 
annual spring seminar on April 16, 
with noted speaker: Dr. Thomas 
W. Jones.  The theme was “Disap-
pearing Ancestors” and Dr. Jones 
lectured on the following topics: 
“Solving the Mystery of the Disap-
pearing Ancestor”; “Five Ways to 
Prove Who Your Ancestor 
Was”; “Going Beyond 
the Bare Bones: 
Reconstructing 
Your Ancestors’ 

Lives”; and “Finding Unfindable 
Ancestors.”

Immigrant Genealogical Society 
(Burbank, California) 

IGS hosted speaker Jean Wil-
cox Hibben at the April meeting of 
PSIG/IGS who spoke on “Turning 
Genealogy into Family History.”

Genealogical Society of Bergen 
County (Midland Park, New Jersey) 

The society held a seminar on 
Irish and Scots-Irish research on 
Saturday, March 24th at Ramapo 
College in Mahwah, with featured 
speakers Fintan Mullan and Dr. 
Brian Trainor of the Ulster Histori-
cal Foundation, Belfast Ireland.

Middlesex Genealogical Society 
(Darien, Connecticut) 

MGS held a presentation on May 
12 at the Darien Library entitled, 
“Family History for the Whole Fam-
ily” by Virginia Banerjee.  Partici-
pants will learn about a wide variety 

of fun activities for young folks, 
as well as the older members of 
the family.

http://ogs.org
http://northhillsgenealogists.org
http://digital.library.pitt.edu/pittsburgh
http://digital.library.pitt.edu/pittsburgh
http://algensoc.org
http://www.immigrantgensoc.org/
http://www.njgsbc.org/
http://www.njgsbc.org/
http://mgs.darien.org/
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One of the most interesting concepts 
in genealogy is “synchronization” (or 
“sync”). An example of “syncing” is 
making the content of a family tree 
in a desktop genealogy management 
program (e.g., RootsMagic, Reunion, 
Family Tree Maker, etc.) the same 
as a family tree at an online website 
(e.g., Ancestry Member Tree, Geni, 
MyHeritage, FamilySearch, etc.).

From what I’ve read online, 
many genealogists would love 
to be able to make their online 
family tree(s) match their desk-
top program family tree, and be 
able to edit the two files at will, 
with each change being reflected 
in both trees. Here are some of the 
options available for syncing your 
desktop tree with an online tree:

Family Tree Maker/Ancestry 
Member Trees—TreeSync  
feature
Family Tree Maker 2012 software 
for Windows and Mac permits the 
user to sync with an Ancestry Mem-
ber Tree.  The Ancestry.com Blog 
describes how the TreeSync feature, 
works:

“If your main tree is in 
Family Tree Maker, you can 
upload your tree to Ancestry 
by clicking the Upload and 
Link to Ancestry button on 
the Plan workspace. This will 
create a new linked online 
tree. (If you’ve already up-
loaded this tree to Ancestry, 
you will now have two du-

plicate online trees; you can 
simply delete the old one.)

“If your main tree is on An-
cestry.com, you can download 
it into Family Tree Maker by 
clicking Download from  
 

 

 
Ancestry on the Plan work-
space. This will create a new 
linked desktop tree.

“Once the trees are linked 
together, you can access and 
edit it online or on your 
desktop. You can even use our 
Ancestry iPhone and iPad 
apps to update your tree.”

There are some details about 
what information syncs in the Fam-
ily Tree Maker Help file “Differenc-
es between the Family Tree Maker 
and Ancestry.com trees when using 
TreeSync™.”

From my experience with the 
program, TreeSync usually works 
well, although a large number of 

persons and/or Media files will 
take a long time (i.e., hours) to fully 
synchronize. The program offers the 
choice between “Automatically” and 
“Manually,” and users should choose 
“Manually,” especially for large trees. 
When an Ancestry Member Tree is 
chosen to be synced to a new FTM 
2012 database, the document images 
that were linked to Persons or Facts 
in an Ancestry Member Tree are 

downloaded to a Media file folder 
on the user’s computer and are 
available in FTM 2012.

FamilySearch Family Tree 
synchronization with desk-

top programs
Several desktop genealogy software 
programs have added the capability 
to interface with the FamilySearch 
Family Tree (FSFT, also called New 
FamilySearch), including:

•	 to match persons in the software 
with the same person in the FSFT;

•	 to update the person in FSFT 
with data from the desktop 
program;

•	 to update the data in the desk-
top program with data from the 
FSFT;

•	 to monitor persons in the FSFT;
•	 to participate in discussions on 

FSFT;
•	 to reserve and complete ordi-

nances for persons if you are an 
LDS church member.

You do have to have a FamilySe-
arch user account (free registration 

Genealogy 2.0
Should You “Sync” Your Family Tree?
By Randy Seaver

Randy Seaver

http://tinyurl.com/treesync
http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry-app
http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry-app
https://new.familysearch.org/en/action/unsec/welcome
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available) and have approved ac-
cess to the FSFT from FamilySearch.  
FamilySearch has indicated that the 
FamilySearch Family Tree will be 
available to the general public in 2012.

The desktop and web-based 
software programs that have this 
certified capability (as of November 
2011), according to the FamilySe-
arch Affiliates Products page, are:

•	 RootsMagic (Windows)
•	 Legacy Family Tree (Windows)
•	 Branches (Windows)
•	 Ancestral Quest (Windows)
•	 FamilyInsight (Windows and 

Mac)
•	 Gaia Family Tree (Windows)
•	 MacFamilyTree (Mac)
•	 ArcaLife (Web)
•	 Family Pursuit (Web)

There are training videos and 
Webinars online that demonstrate 
the sync process with the FamilySe-
arch Family Tree, including:

•	 FamilySearch Made Easy with 
RootsMagic

•	 New Family Search Made Easy 
with Legacy Family Tree

•	 Training on Features Dealing 
with New.FamilySearch.org, by 
Ancestral Quest

AncestorSync Utility for Desk-
top Programs and Online Trees
AncestorSync software promises to 
be a bridge between certain desktop 
genealogy management programs 
and certain online family trees.  The 
website says:

“AncestorSync™ is a service that 
lets you synchronize the genealogy 
work from your online pedigree to 
your desktop program, ensuring that 
your information is always up-to-

date and completely backed up.“
 The desktop programs that it 

says it will work with include:

•	 Ancestral Quest
•	 Legacy Family Tree
•	 Mac Family Tree
•	 Personal Ancestral File
•	 RootsMagic
•	 The Master Genealogist

The online family tree websites 
that it says it will work with include:

•	 FamilySearch
•	 Geni.com
•	 Our Family*ology

Each user will have to select their 
desktop program and the online 
family tree website that they wish 
to sync between.  AncestorSync is 
a commercial utility program, and 
may require payment for each desk-
top/website combination desired.

A user, with their “master file” in a 
desktop genealogy program and with 
several online family trees  (the last 
time I checked, I had about ten on dif-
ferent online websites, all out of date), 
could use AncestorSync to keep all of 
their online trees up-to-date without 
going through the GEDCOM process, 
including uploading family photo-
graphs and document images.

As of this writing in November 
2011, AncestorSync has not released 
any modules that sync complete 
databases, but it has significant 
promise.

Conclusions
Is family tree synchronization in 
your future?  The challenge to the 
developers of genealogy software  
and online tree websites is great—
they have to adapt to the idiosyn-

crasies of each program or online 
tree site. The promise for users is 
great—a user can enter information 
into a genealogy program or website 
just once, and is able to keep all of 
your family trees up-to-date.

Why Sync?
Until recently, most genealogists kept the 
“master file” of their family tree on their 
desktop computer in a genealogy manage-
ment program. They would occasionally cre-
ate a GEDCOM file to “export” that tree to an 
online website, to another desktop program, 
or to send it to another genealogist. Now, 
some genealogists keep the “master file” of 
their tree on an online website, and export a 
GEDCOM file to their desktop occasionally.

The problem is, of course, that when 
the genealogist modifies the information 
in their “master file,” then the data in the 
desktop computer file and in the online 
family tree are no longer identical. What 
to do?  This situation calls for a “cloud” 
solution, and several paths to solving the 
problem are  appearing from a number of 
genealogy software companies.

The latest versions of the desktop gene-
alogy software programs permit the user to 
upload media items (images, audio, video) 
to persons and/or sources in their databases, 
and to perform web searches in online 
historical record databases. Many researchers 
attach a wealth of historical records (vital, 
census, military, immigration, records, etc.) 
to persons in their family trees wherever they 
are. Ancestry.com, in particular, makes it 
very easy to attach links to historical records 
in their collections, and to upload historical 
records and photographs to the online tree.

However, many online family tree 
websites do not accept photographs and docu-
ment images through a GEDCOM data transfer.  
A download of an online family tree via a 
GEDCOM transfer will not transfer the attached 
historical records in the GEDCOM file.

Hence, the need for synchronization, so 
that a user has to attach the historical records 
and documents only once, not several times.  
Keeping the two trees in sync also provides 
an instant backup in case a user loses his 
computer files.

https://new.familysearch.org/en/action/unsec/welcome
https://www.familysearch.org/products
https://www.familysearch.org/products
http://www.rootsmagic.com/FamilySearch/
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/fs.asp
http://www.branchesgenealogy.com/
http://www.ancquest.com/Ver12-1Info.htm
http://www.ohanasoftware.com/FamilyInsight
http://download.cnet.com/Gaia-Family-Tree/3000-2127_4-75206147.html?tag=mncol
http://www.syniumsoftware.com/macfamilytree/
https://www.arcalife.com/marketing-familysearch.aspx
http://www.familypursuit.com/Home.ShowNewFamilySearch
http://www.rootsmagic.com/Webinars/
http://www.rootsmagic.com/Webinars/
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/Webinars.asp
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/Webinars.asp
http://www.ancquest.com/Ver12-1Tutorials.htm
http://www.ancquest.com/Ver12-1Tutorials.htm
http://www.ancquest.com/Ver12-1Tutorials.htm
http://ancestorsync.com/
http://www.ancquest.com/index.htm
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://www.syniumsoftware.com/macfamilytree/
https://www.familysearch.org/products
http://www.rootsmagic.com/
http://www.whollygenes.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?screen=TMG
https://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.geni.com/
http://www.family-genealogy.com/
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Delafield
The Delafield Family Association 
was founded in 1912 and incorpo-
rated in New York State in that year.  
Membership was limited to descen-
dants of John Delafield who came 
to New York from England in 1783.  
The initial membership was com-
prised of 48 persons who were born 
with the name “Delafield,” almost 
all of whom lived in New York City 
and its environs.  The descendants 
of John Delafield are now into the 
tenth generation and live in all parts 
of the United States. Membership in 
the association now includes those 
descendants whose grandparent 
or parent was born with the name.  
Spouses of members are also eligible 
for membership.

The purposes of the association 
are to collect and preserve fam-
ily heirlooms and items of value, 
and to provide assistance to fam-

ily members in need or for higher 
education through grants.  Certain 
items, including portraits of family 
members, have been placed with 
the New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Society, though family 
members are encouraged to retain 
items closely related to their own 
particular lines.  

General meetings of association 
members are held every two years, 
usually at a place involved with the 
history of the family.  Recent meet-
ings have been held on the Hudson 
River at West Point where a second- 
generation family member, Richard 
Delafield, was the Superintendent at 
the outbreak of the Civil War and in 
Princeton, New Jersey, where many 
members pursued their education. 
For news on current meetings visit 
the Delafield family website.

The association is the owner of 
two mausoleums, one built in the 

1850s at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Brooklyn where the remains of the 
original members of the family are 
interred and a second in the Bronx, 
which holds the remains of mem-
bers associated with the Livingston 
family of New York.  Both are main-
tained by the Association.

A detailed history of the fam-
ily and its ancestors may be found 
in the large two-volume work of 
John Ross Delafield entitled the 
Book Delafield which was updated 
in 1993. It is now in the process of 
further revision.

Contact:  Mary Lee Delafield at 
info@delafieldfamily.com or visit 
the website. 

Locke
The Locke Family Association, 
Inc., founded in 1891, is composed 
largely of descendants of Captain 
John and Elizabeth (Berry) Locke 
who settled at Locke’s Neck in the 
middle of the Seventeenth Century 
and those interested in the family. 
They incorporated under the laws 
of the state of New Hampshire in 
1898 and believe they are the oldest 
incorporated organization of this 
type in the United States. 

Descendants of other Locke 
families from New England, includ-
ing descendants of Capt. Locke’s 
brother Nathaniel, are welcomed as 
members, as are descendants of Wil-
liam Locke of Woburn. The group 
has an international membership 
with cousins from several countries. 

When Captain John and Eliza-
beth (Berry) Locke settled at Locke’s 

Family Associations
By Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG

FGS FORUM 
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Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 

should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 

Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 

the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware. 
 [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
Christine Rose

http://www.delafieldfamily.com
mailto:info@delafieldfamily.com
http://www.delafieldfamily.com
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Neck it was part of the town of 
Hampton, New Hampshire. In the 
early 1700s the legislature of New 
Hampshire was petitioned to cre-
ate a new town out of a portion of 
Hampton, which was then named 
Rye. Locke family members were 
instrumental in the creation of Rye. 

The final resting place of John 
and Elizabeth (Berry) Locke, as 
well as many of their descendants, 
is the Old Locke Burying Ground 
on Locke’s Neck in Rye. The as-
sociation, together with the Rye 
Historical Society, endeavors to 
preserve historic landmarks and 
documents of the town. They 
maintain an archive from the as-
sociation’s history and of individual 
Lockes. They hope in the future 
to have a place in Rye where their 
archives and artifacts can be made 
available to Locke descendants, and 
to that end, they encourage dona-
tions to help realize this goal.

The group holds annual re-
unions, usually on the third Satur-
day in August to commemorate the 
death of Captain John Locke. The 
reunions have usually been held in 
Rye, New Hampshire. However, for 
2012, they will depart from the tra-
dition and plan to hold the reunion 
in California.

The group is proud of its efforts 
to emphasize the fellowship of mod-
ern Locke descendants as well as 
researching the earlier generations 
and preserving Locke artifacts.

Visit the association website or 
contact the Locke Family Associa-
tion, Inc. c/o Donald P. Hayes, Jr., 
Secretary, 90 Swan St, U202, Lowell, 
MA 01852

SHELDON REVISITED
We first included the Sheldon 
Family Association in our column 
in September 1992. Founded in 
1939, they have remained active to 

the present. The group was origi-
nally created with information col-
lected by Rev. Henry O. Sheldon, 
a circuit preacher who rode in the 
1800s. He documented five, appar-
ently unrelated, Sheldon families 
back to Colonial times. From that 
beginning the association has con-
tinued to grow and now has a da-
tabase of more than 70,000 names. 
Besides its genealogical activities, 
association members sponsor 
reunions, and, as many family as-
sociations, sponsor a DNA project, 
and publish a quarterly.

The 2011 Sheldon reunion was 
held in Portland, Oregon. The 73rd 
gathering, slated for 2012, will 
be held in Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts. Watch the association 
website or contact Rose Sheldon 
Newton at genealogist@sheldon-
family.org for date and details as 
they are released.

http://lockefamilyassociation.org/index.html
http://sheldonfamily.org/v2/default.htm
http://sheldonfamily.org/v2/default.htm
mailto:genealogist@sheldonfamily.org
mailto:genealogist@sheldonfamily.org
http://www.bcgcertification.org
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How do societies attract 
new members? How do 
they cut costs? How do 

they increase their visibility to 
the larger genealogy community? 
These questions and more were 
asked and answered during Society 
Day at the 2011 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies conference 
in Springfield, Illinois.

Speakers offered many great 
ideas to help societies reach out, 
evolve and promote value to a larger 
audience. One of the suggestions 
mentioned in several sessions was 
the use of blogs as a budget-friendly 
tool for genealogy societies. A basic 
blog is free and easy to set up.

Blogging 101
Both Blogger and WordPress offer 
free options for building blogs, 

including 
ready-made 
templates, 
layouts, 
and color 
schemes. 

These platforms guide you through 
the process with step-by-step 
tutorials. Once your society blog 
is built, you can begin writing. 
Don’t be intimidated—If you can 
send an email, you can publish a 
blog post. The text box looks the 
same. When you finish an email, 
you press “send.” When you finish 
a blog post, you press “publish.” It’s 
that easy.

Website, blog, or both?
If your society already has a website, 

you might wonder why you need to 
have a blog, too. Websites are great 
for basic information that doesn’t 
change much or need a lot of updat-
ing. While you certainly can change 
a web page every day, it can be time 
consuming in the long run.

Blogs serve the purpose of shar-
ing information on a more frequent 
basis. You can update a blog as 
much as you want. Your society’s 
most recent blog posts will always 
be at the top of the page, ready for 
your audience to see.

Finding content
Many new bloggers worry that they 
won’t be able to come up with good 
topics to write about on their blog. 
Besides being free and easy, a soci-
ety blog also allows your group the 
flexibility to explore any subject you 
want. Here are some examples of 
ways genealogical societies are using 
their own blogs:

Meeting reports
Use your society blog to report on 
meetings for distance members and 
locals who were not in attendance. 
A brief recap keeps current mem-
bers informed, and markets your 
group to potential members. The 
Tri-State Genealogical Society of 
Evansville, Indiana shared a report 
of their September 2011 meeting 
in their TSGS Cruiser blog. The 
blog post shares a lot of information 
about the group, and the photos give 
potential members an idea of what 
to expect at meetings. There’s even a 
bit of humor to show the light side 

of genealogy and entice others to 
attend future functions.

Event publicity
Societies often utilize email blasts 
to publicize their events because it 
is an inexpensive and fast way to 
spread the word to a targeted group. 
However, marketing is limited to 
only those in your email address 
book. Why not market your geneal-
ogy events to a larger online audi-
ence as well? In this situation, a 
genealogy society blog fits the bill.

The Wood County, Texas 
Genealogical Society Bulletin is an 
active society blog that fosters much 
discussion in the online commu-
nity. The society publishes a variety 
of posts, including information on 
upcoming society events. Its Sep-
tember 28, 2011 blog post “Activi-
ties and Plans Discussed at the First 
Meeting of the Year” includes infor-
mation on the next month’s meet-
ing in good detail. The piece also 
describes the society’s friendly social 
gathering at a local restaurant and 
plans for a history display project in 
conjunction with the local library. 
This article is a great example of the 
marketing possibilities inherent in 
blogs. It gives potential members an 
idea of the social benefits of becom-
ing a society member and shares 
with the online world that this 
group is active and vibrant in the 
Wood County, Texas community.

Engaging members
One of the perks of having a geneal-
ogy society blog is that you can have 

Genealogy Blogging
By Amy Coffin Amy Coffin

http://blogger.com
http://wordpress.com
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~intsgs/index.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~intsgs/index.html
http://tsgsblog.blogspot.com/2011/09/tsgs-meeting-report-for-those-not-in.html
http://woodtxgene.com/
http://woodtxgene.com/
http://woodtxgene.com/2011/09/23/activities-plans-discussed-at-first-meeting-of-year/
http://woodtxgene.com/2011/09/23/activities-plans-discussed-at-first-meeting-of-year/
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multiple authors and contributors. 
Even members with less technical 
experience can participate with the 
assistance of fellow genealogists. 
Your society blog can be used to 
share the stories of your members’ 
ancestors or even assist in breaking 
down brick walls.

FGS Member Society the Indi-
ana Genealogical Society invites 
members to publish genealogical 
queries on their blog. Members can 
ask for assistance with surnames, 
specific localities and more. The cost 
to the society to offer this service is 
just a few minutes of volunteer time, 
and the members receive an added 
benefit for their dues.

Another membership benefit you 
can provide through your society 
blog is publicizing the personal 
genealogy blogs of your members. 
Your blog provides more content for 
readers while helping to put your 
own members in the online spot-
light. FGS Member Society Ham-
ilton County (Ohio) Genealogical 
Society includes a dedicated “Per-
sonal Blog Links” page as a tab on 
the top of their blog. You can also 
include blog links for other societ-
ies, local libraries, or any other type 
of genealogy link you would like to 
share with your readers.

Genealogy education
Learning opportunities aren’t 
limited to in-person meetings and 
ticketed seminars. You can provide 
genealogy education through your 
society blog. FGS Society Member 
the DuPage County (IL) Genealogi-
cal Society utilized the expertise 
of a guest blogger for an article 
discussing Civil War research and 
best practices gleaned from a recent 
special event. The information 

provided in the blog post is benefi-
cial to everyone, including mem-
bers not in attendance, distance 
members, potential new members, 
and regular blog readers. If you 
society chooses to publish regular 
educational articles, you can gain a 
reputation as a valuable genealogy 
resource leading to more exposure 
for your group.

Newsletter alternative
Printed newsletters mailed out to 
members are one of the larger costs 
incurred by societies. Some groups 
have moved to electronic newslet-
ters, while others have replaced 
them altogether with society blogs. 
A blog format allows more publish-
ing freedom than a newsletter. You 
can post items whenever you want 
to and you’re not limited by space 
constraints.

The Federation of Genealogical 
Societies very own FGS Voice is an 
example of a blog utilized as a news 
source for members. It includes up-
dates from FGS as well as member 
societies, and even features related 
items from outside sources that may 
be of interest to the genealogy field.

New ideas, new horizons
One of the main themes in the 
Society Day sessions at the 2011 
Federation of Genealogical Societ-
ies conference was the need for 
societies to view their organiza-
tions as businesses. Speakers 
also stressed the need to analyze 
and cut costs as well as adapt to 
changing markets. As you’ve seen, 
the creation and utilization of a 
genealogy society blog fits the bill 
in several ways.

Blogging is not as scary as it 
sounds. In fact, it is a fun and 
rewarding way to increase your 
society’s online presence and 
marketability. If your society does 
not already have a blog, consider 
launching one.

I truly believe in the power of 
blogging as a tool to expand ho-
rizons and reach others who love 
genealogy. For this reason, I am 
thankful for the opportunity to write 
this new column for the Forum. 
Please join me in future installments 
as we explore the ins and outs of 
blogs and the ways genealogy societ-
ies are using them to grow their 
organizations.

http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2011/09/query-stewart-of-montgomery-county.html
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2011/09/query-stewart-of-montgomery-county.html
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2011/09/query-stewart-of-montgomery-county.html
http://hcgsohio.blogspot.com/p/personal-blog-links.html
http://hcgsohio.blogspot.com/p/personal-blog-links.html
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/2011/10/03/military-monday-searching-beyond-those-federal-records/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/2011/10/03/military-monday-searching-beyond-those-federal-records/
http://voice.fgs.org/
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www.accessible.com 

• African American Newspapers 

• American County Histories to 1900

• The Pennsylvania Gazette 1728-1800

• Godey’s Lady’s Book 1830-1898

• The Liberator 1831-1865

• South Carolina Newspapers 1732-1780

• The Virginia Gazette 1736-1780

• The Civil War 1855-1869   

For your  free trial contact our exclusive sales agent:
iris.hanney@unlimitedpriorities.com

Call: 239-549-2384

You ,ll have access 
to how the United States came to be.

The diverse primary source materials contained in Accessible Archives 
Inc.’s online databases provide broad views across 175 years of American 
history and culture of the 18th and 19th centuries through full-text 
searches and digital images.

http://www.accessible.cm
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Vital Records
The Committee is closely monitor-
ing the revision of the 1992 Model 
Vital Statistics Act that is being 
updated by the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC). FGS Legal Counsel 
Fred Moss (endorsed by FGS, NGS 
& IAJGS) is the RPAC liaison to the 
CDC and is actively participating 
in the process so that the genealogi-
cal community has a voice in the 
process. The draft 2011 revision 
appears to add 25 years to the cur-
rent restrictions which are: 100 years 
embargo of birth records, 50 years 
death, marriage, divorce, etc. Mr. 
Moss’s presence will show the dedi-
cation that genealogical societies 
and individuals have in maintaining 
access to vital records. The RPAC 
blog will be the primary source of 
the latest news in this area and of 
the current need for community ac-
tion: http://fgs.org/rpac/

RPAC is also monitoring vital 
records legislation in two states: 
Virginia (SB 865) and Vermont (H 
454).  The Virginia Joint Commis-
sion on Health Care met to approve 
its list of 2012 legislation including 
SB 865. The Commission voted 
to reduce the “closed” period for 
marriage and death records from 
the current 50 years to 25 years, but 
rejected the Virginia Department 
of Health’s (VDH) request to im-
mediately open the VDH marriage 
and death records and to reduce the 
one-hundred-year-closed period for 
birth records. Support by genealo-

gists for the Vermont H 454 bill is 
encouraged because of the informa-
tional copy approach taken by the 
Vermont legislation.

In other news, Rep. Sam John-
son of Texas introduced HR 3475, 
“Keeping IDs Safe Act of 2011.” 
This amends Section 205R of the 

Social Security Act. The Resolu-
tion was presented as a response 
to criminals gaining access to 
deceased children’s Social Secu-
rity numbers and using them for 
fraudulent purposes.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND 
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
(NARA)
The National Archives Researcher 
Forum met in September to update 
the group on NARA’s project to 
reconfigure the space in the Robert 
M. Warner Research Center in 
the National Archives Building. 

Renovations began at the end of 
September 2011. 

NARA has partnered with Ances-
try.com, Fold3, and FamilySearch.
org in digitizing images from its vast 
holdings. In 2013, NARA will be 
able to post the first digitized images 
from these partners. A list of all mi-
crofilm publications and original re-
cords that have been either partially 
or wholly digitized by the partners is 
available at www.archives.gov/digi-
tization/digitized-by-partners.html. 
NARA has two digitization goals: 
Preservation of records (NARA 
digitizes those records in their own 
digitization lab and not a partner’s 
lab) and Access (NARA works with 
the partners so more of the NARA 
records can be accessible to the pub-
lic in a timely manner).

At the Forum’s November meet-
ing, discussion was held concerning 
NARA’s proposal to transfer certain 
records series from Archives II to 
the new St. Louis National Archives 
facility. The move will help allevi-
ate the severe shortage of records 
storage space at Archives 1 and 
Archives II. The National Personnel 
Records are already in St. Louis, and 
the addition of the veteran’s records 
from NARA will help fill holes in St. 
Louis’ veteran’s records.

In October 2011, NARA revised 
their reproduction fee schedule. For 
the most current information on 
fees, the information can be found 
at www.archives.gov/research/order/
fees.html

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By Linda McCleary

Linda McCleary

Most people surveyed 
see that their local library 
“improves the quality of 
life” in their community; 
yet when it comes to 
funding the police, or 
fire department, or the 
public library, the library 
is generally the one that 
receives more severe cuts. 

http://fgs.org/rpac/
http://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners.html.
http://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners.html.
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/fees.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/fees.html
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Book Reviews
By Paul Milner

FamilySearch has de-
veloped and changed dras-
tically over the last few 
years. It is therefore nice 
to have a current guide to 
the website describing the 
major components and 
how to use them. The site 
will continue to change 
but this book provides a 
good snap shot of where 
the site is now.

Tanner states that “this 
guide will help you navi-
gate through the huge and 
complex online world cre-
ated by FamilySearch. You 
will learn, in depth, how 
the websites are organized 
and what resources are 
available.” (p.3). In this the 
book succeeds. 

The book is divided 
into four sections: Fami-
lySearch; FamilySearch 
Indexing; New.Fami-
lySearch.org; and other 
FamilySearch websites 
(which have not yet 
been incorporated into 
the main FamilySearch.
org website). The largest 
section examines the pri-
mary FamilySearch.org 
website with sections for 
the Historical Records 
Collections, the Family 
History Library Cata-
log, Research Wiki, the 
Forums, TechTips, and 
much more. The book is 
worth reading through 

fully the first time to get 
a complete overview off 
all the features that are 
available on the Fami-
lySearch websites. Even 
people who use the sites 
regularly are likely to 
find new features, tools, 
or resources to test out. 
The reader is thus build-
ing upon what is already 
known. After the initial 
reading you are more 
likely to dip into the 
book to find something 
specific and there are two 
ways of doing that. The 
quickest way is probably 
checking the detailed 
table of contents where 
everything is divided up 
into one to five page sec-
tions. This works fine ex-
cept for anything dealing 
with the FamilySearch 
Research Wiki, which 
is, inexplicably, a single 
95-page section. The sec-
tion itself is subdivided, 
so hopefully the table of 
contents will be correct-
ed in future editions. The 
book also has a good in-
dex, which does include 
specific items within 
the Wiki. It should be 
pointed out that the book 
does not tell you how to 
do everything because 
the site is loaded with its 
own how to guides; New 
FamilySearch with two 

guides of over 200 pages 
and FamilySearch Index-
ing has its own 90-page 
guide.  

This book is heavily 
illustrated with screen 
captures guiding the 
reader through the many 
features of this large, and 
changing, family of web-
sites. This is a book that 
most online research-
ers will find practically 
beneficial, and is a must 
for any genealogical 
library seeking to help 
novice and experienced 
researchers.  

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The Guide to FamilySearch Online. 
By James L. Tanner. Published 
by Family Roots Publishing Co., 
P.O. Box 830, Bountiful UT 84011. 
www.familyrootspublishing.com. 
2011. viii, 361 pp.  
Glossary, illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $39.95. 
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Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 

column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 

Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-

son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 

Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 

Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 

128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.
 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws. 
 The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul Milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, IL 60068.

http://www.familyrootspublishing.com
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Keeping track of the peo-
ple who appear in a fam-
ily tree is a longstanding 
challenge. Brian Smith’s 
work begins with both 
Ahnentafel and Henry 
numbering systems.

The former is the num-
bering system routinely 
assigned to individuals 
listed in a straight-line 
pedigree chart: the 
originating person being 
number 1, that person’s 
father is 2, and number 1’s 
mother being 3. Each per-
son’s father is double her 
or his identifying number, 
and the person’s mother is 
double the indicator plus 
1. Men are always assigned 
even numbers, except if 
the originating subject is 
male; women are always 
odd-numbered.

The Henry system as-
signs a chain of numbers 
to persons by stringing 
together digits based upon 
birth order within a fam-
ily, with the total number 
of digits indicating the 
number of generations of 
descent from a common 
ancestor. For example, I 
am the fifth child in my 
birth family. Accordingly, 
any number or sequence of 
numbers in the Henry sys-
tem that applies to me will 
always end in ‘5’. My father, 
an only child, would al-
ways end in ‘1’. His mother, 
a third child in her birth 
family, would always end 
with ‘3’. A descendancy to 
me from my grandmother 

through my father would 
always use the ‘315’ combi-
nation. My older sister, the 
fourth child in our family, 
would end in ‘4’, so that 
her sequence must always 
be ‘314.’

Dollarhide’s system is 
a combination of the two 
methods, with additional 
typographic or program-
ming keystrokes to assist 
with sorting or to act as 
placeholders. Adding 
various alphabetic codes 
or markers, one creates 
distinct identifiers for 
collateral lines and their 
descendants, based off 
of the descent from a 
common ancestor. In that 
case, before the marker or 
identifier or placeholder, 
that common ancestor’s 
Ahnentafel number is 
inserted, followed by the 
individual’s digit based on 
birth order.

Confused yet? The 
Henry system is a good 
tool for use in assem-
bling and compiling 
multi-generational de-
scendancies, particularly 
during the writing phase. 
It also produces unwieldy 
numbers. In my case, in 
a compilation on one of 
my grandmother’s lines 
my identifier is 4224315. 
Using the Dollarhide 
system, a descendant of 
my grandmother’s oldest 
sister (my second cousin) 
would be numbered thus: 
11.112. The ‘11’ left of 
the period indicates my 

paternal grandmother’s 
mother’s number in my 
own Ahnentafel; the rest 
indicates her first child’s 
first child’s, second child. 
(That person’s Henry 
number was 4224112, 
unmodified.) Another 
quirk: the Dollarhide 
number is dependent on 
the root person’s Ahn-
entafel. Were my second 
cousin to be compiling 
the same genealogy, 
my Dollarhide number 
would be 15.315, as in 
her case, our mutual 
great-grandmother is in a 
straight matrilineal line.

Both the National 
Genealogical Society Quar-
terly and the New England 
Historic Genealogical Soci-
ety Register have in place 
standardized numbering 
systems that have been 
accepted by genealogical 
publications and scholars 
for decades. Guides to 
their use, and methods for 
utilizing word-processing 
tools and macros have 
been published to make 
them more user-friendly. 
Computing devotees 
may find the Dollarhide 
system helpful in database 
management and creation. 
Writers and compilers of 
family genealogies will 
fall decidedly outside 
the field’s norms if they 
choose to use this method 
in manuscripts or submis-
sions for publication.

David McDonald, CG
DeForest, Wisconsin

Dollarhide Numbering for 
Genealogists: An Authorized Guide 
for the Serious User.  
By Brian R. Smith, Published by 
Family Roots Publishing Company, 
P.O. Box 830, Bountiful UT 84011. 
www.familyrootspublishing.com.   
2011. ii + 22 pp. Softcover. 
$15.95.

http://Www.familyrootspublishing.com
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The Historical Atlas of Prince 
Edward Island: The Ways We Saw 
Ourselves. By James W. Macnutt. 
Published by Formac Publishing 
Company, 5502 Atlantic Street, 
Halifax NS B3H 1G4, Canada. 
www.formac.ca. 2009. 96 pp. 
Illustrations, index, maps. 
Softcover. CAN$29.95

If you have Prince Edward 
Island connections you will 
love this visually appealing, 
detailed exploration of the 
island’s pre-1900 history. 
The numerous color illus-
trations are maps and views 
created at about the time 
of the events represented 
in them. This allows the 
modern reader to see the 
land and its communities 
as they would have been 
viewed by our ancestors. 
The book was produced to 
promote Island history at 
the high school level, but 
it certainly looks and feels 
like no school text book 
that I ever used. 

The book addresses: 
aboriginal settlement; 
early European exploration 
and settlement; govern-
ment; community life; 
preparation for war and 
military life, royalty among 
us (connections with 
Prince Edward and Queen 
Victoria); discovering and 
developing hidden trea-
sures (minerals and fish-
ing); education; economic 
development; and leisure, 
recreation, and sports. 

There are numerous 
beautifully reproduced 
maps in this volume. 
Some of the early ones 
with their sea monsters 

could not be interpreted as 
being accurate by modern 
standards, but are still part 
of the history. The fish-
ing banks are often more 
clearly defined than the 
features on the island. For 
the genealogist there are 
detailed maps of county, 
parish and land grant 
divisions with settlements 
from different periods, 
plus maps showing build-
ing locations in the towns 
of Georgetown and Sum-
merside in 1863. 

All the maps and il-
lustrations of scenes and 
buildings are all exten-
sively captioned so this 

Dale is a historian and 
the superintendent of the 
Niagara National Historic 
Sites, including Fort George 
and Brock’s Monument. 
He has written an easy-to-
read, lavishly illustrated 
account of the War of the 
1812. The book is written 
from a Canadian perspec-
tive for the War of 1812, 
which spawned numer-
ous Canadian heroes and 
heroines. Stories of General 
Brock’s death at the Battle 
of Queenstown Heights, 
Laura Secord’s walk to warn 
the British at Beaver Dams, 
Tecumseh’s brave stand at 
the Battle of Moraviantown, 
Charles de Salaberry’s stun-
ning victory at the Battle of 
Chateauguay, and the thin 
red line at Crysler’s Farm. 
In Atlantic Canada there 

are fireside tales and stories 
of privateersmen and “Yan-
kee” raiders.

The seven chapters in 
the book address: prelude 
to the war – aftermath of 
the American Revolution; 
capture of Detroit; Battle 
of Queenstown Heights; 
American capture of York 
and Niagara (battles of Fort 
George, Stony Creek and 
Beaver Dams); Montreal 
saved – Battles of Chateau-
quay and Crysler’s Farm; 
Hearts of Oak – war at sea; 
final invasions – summer 
of 1814 (battles of Chip-
pawa, Lundy’s Lane, siege 
of Fort Erie). The people, 
events, and stories come 
alive with the authors’ clear 
writing style. The book 
is illustrated in full color 
throughout, combining 

paintings of famous battles 
with contemporary and 
modern photographs of 
forts, historic sites and 
reenactments. 

The book includes a 
short recommended read-
ing list for those who want 
to explore specific battles 
in more detail. There is 
also a directory of associ-
ated sites providing name, 
physical address, email 
and web address contact, 
and a short description of 
why the site is important. 

It should be noted that 
this book describes well the 
Canadian campaigns and 
provides a good overview 
of the war. It does however 
ignore the campaigns in 
the southern U.S. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

The Invasion of Canada:  
Battles of the War of 1812.  
By Ronald J. Dale.  
Published by James Lorimer & Co., 
317 Adelaide St. W., Suite 1002, 
Toronto, ON M5V 1P9, Canada.   
www.lorimer.ca.  
2001, reprint 2011. 96 pp.   
Color illustrations, index. 
Softcover. CAN$19.95.

http://www.formac.ca
http://www.lorimer.ca
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Oates works as a bor-
ough archivist, is an au-
thor and lecturer about 
London and his knowl-
edge clearly shows in this 
very practical book. The 
book covers what today 
is Greater London, but 
prior to 1965 would be 
London, Middlesex, and 
parts of Kent, Surrey, and 
Essex that became part of 
London. Greater London 
has thirty-two boroughs, 
each having historical 
material that may be ac-
cessed through a library, 
local study, or archives 
center.

The book begins by 
detailing the history and 
evolution of London—
what it was as well as 
what it and its inhabitants 
have become. One useful 
description is that it is 
a collection of villages 
that grew over time into 
a metropolitan area, but 
those village names and 
characteristics still exist 
in modern London. Lon-
don throughout history 
has always been a major 
center of population in 
England and as the capi-
tal a draw for migrants 
from all over England 

and from across the 
globe, coming to live and 
work there, temporarily 
or permanently. 

The author succeeds 
in providing a resource 
to explore the city’s his-
tory and to find and put 
ones ancestors into that 
context. He does an excel-
lent job of explaining what 
records and resources are 
available, how and where 
to access them, and what 
they will tell you about 
your ancestor. He exam-
ines different aspects such 
as: crime; religion, educa-
tion, taxation, health, 
welfare, work; business; at 
war; and the many incom-
ing population groups. 
Because this history of 
London goes back a long 
way, with ample records, 
there is a good chapter ad-
dressing medieval records, 
plus another addressing 
researching the history of 
a house in London.  

The section labeled 
bibliography identifies 
institutions that hold 
material focused on the 
Greater London area, 
as opposed to national 
resources. It identifies: 
London-wide institu-

tions, county record 
offices, local authority 
archives, museums (two 
major ones only), and 
family history societ-
ies. For each institution 
it provides a physical 
address, email contact, 
and a brief description of 
area or subject covered. 
The section includes very 
important advice for the 
need to read the website 
contents and contact the 
institution before visit-
ing because of changing 
jurisdictional boundar-
ies, collection priorities 
and, the fact that many 
institutions hold materi-
als offsite, potentially 
making drop-in visits 
unproductive. The bib-
liographic section does 
conclude with a good 
but brief bibliography in 
two sections—genealogi-
cal research guides and 
London-specific history 
guides.  

For anyone with Lon-
don ancestry, permanent 
or transient, this would 
be a very practical guide 
worthy of adding to your 
library.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your London 
Ancestors: A Guide 
for Family Historians. 
By Jonathan Oates. 
Published by Pen & 
Sword Family History, 47 
Church Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire S70 
2AS, UK. US Distributor: 
Casemate Publishing, 
1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026. 
www.casemateathena.
com. 2011. 183 pp. 
Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $24.95

is a book that is easy to 
dip into. However, the 
supporting text that goes 
with the illustrations is 
well worth reading to 
get a fuller picture of the 
island’s history.

This may be a book 
for use in the schools 
but it is very appropriate 
for the general reader. 
The quality of the maps, 
illustrations, and sup-
porting text make this an 

appropriate addition to 
any Canadian collection 
and for researchers with 
Prince Edward Island 
connections. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

http://www.casemateathena.com
http://www.casemateathena.com
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Royden is a well-known 
writer-lecturer and 
authority on the history 
of the city of Liverpool 
in Lancashire, England. 
That knowledge, experi-
ence, and advice comes 
through clearly in this 
research guide. This 
book is so finely focused 
that it is a must for 
anyone with Liverpool 
connections.

The book is divided 
into two sections (work 
and economy, and soci-
ety) plus appendices. The 
book begins by describ-
ing the development 
of the city, beginning 
with its fishing village 
origins. It did not begin 
to develop until after 
1647 when it became a 
free and independent 
port no longer subject 
to the Port of Chester. 
Rapid expansion oc-
curred in the 1660s and 
1670s with the expansion 
of the town, develop-
ment of local industries, 
and the discovery and 
development of local salt 
deposits. Then during 
the eighteenth century it 
rose to prominence be-
cause of the transatlantic 
slave trade, along with its 
growing importance as a 
port and center of ship-
building. Until around 
1700 Liverpool remained 
one township within the 
parish of Walton. Land 
enclosure and land de-
velopment changed the 

rural agricultural area, 
but the town boundaries 
did not start to expand 
until the 1830s, while the 
close by towns of Birken-
head and Ellesmere Port 
did not exist yet.  The 
geographical isolation of 
Liverpool within Eng-
land changed during the 
industrial revolution 
with the development of 
roads and turnpikes, the 
construction of canals, 
and in 1830 the open-
ing of the Liverpool to 
Manchester railway.

The second section 
focusses on society by 
examining: housing devel-
opment, poverty, health 
and charity, religion and 
migration, education, and 
the experience of war. In 
the process of examining 
these subjects Royden 
identifies the history and 
records of the local insti-
tutions and organizations 
that impacted the lives of 
our ancestors. No matter 
at what level of society, 
what ethnic or religious 
group your ancestor 
belonged to, he or she 
will have been influenced 
by these institutions and 
local organizations. This 
book puts everything into 
local context and directs 
your research.

What makes this 
volume different and 
even more valuable, from 
others in this series, is 
the very frequent and 
extensive guides to further 

research and reading 
attached to every topic 
discussed in the book. 
Inter-library loan will give 
the reader access to most 
of these resources. 

The book concludes 
with six extensive ap-
pendices (71 pages): a 
research guide – pulls 
together information on 
the familiar family his-
tory records we search; 
a listing of archives, 
libraries and local study 
centers – providing 
contact information and 
identifying their primary 
holdings; web resources 
– identifies local history 
links, local photogra-
phy sites, and locally 
focused forums and 
message boards; other 
useful organizations 
and resources – describ-
ing purpose, meetings, 
publications and contact 
information; museums 
and heritage centers – 
contact information and 
descriptions of holdings ; 
and recommended read-
ing. It should be noted 
that even though the 
recommended reading 
list is very extensive and 
arranged by topic (mak-
ing it easy to use), it is 
not comprehensive and 
that the relevant section 
within the text should 
also be read since addi-
tional recommendations 
will often be made. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your Liverpool Ancestors:  
A Guide for Family Historians.  
By Mike Royden. Published by  
Pen & Sword Family History,  
47 Church Street, Barnsley,  
South Yorkshire S70 2AS, UK.  
US Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026.  
www.casemateathena.com. 
2010. 260 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $32.95

http://www.casemateathena.com
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This guide was originally 
published in three volumes 
between 1988 and 1992. It 
has become a classic and 
the individual volumes 
are difficult to obtain. It 
has been updated and 
republished in one volume 
making it much easier 
to use with the churches 
placed in one alphabeti-
cal sequence, rather than 
three sequences dependent 
upon geography within the 
county. 

The bulk of the book is 
the alphabetical guide to 

every Church of Eng-
land church, ancient and 
modern, in Suffolk, either 
currently in use or being 
cared for by the Churches 
Conservation Trust. In 
bold, is the name of the 
parish, followed the name 
of the saint to whom the 
church is dedicated. This 
is followed, in brackets, 
with a simple map refer-
ence to a map of Suffolk 
with all the parishes 
identified, found at the 
beginning of the alpha-
betical listing. The map is 

especially helpful so that 
you can read about the 
other churches in the area 
of your ancestors that you 
are planning to visit, or 
just want to know about.

Each entry is a  me-
thodical guide, first to 
the exterior of the church 
and then to the interior. 
Mortlock writes with the 
voice of an enthusiast, 
who also has expertise, 
and it shows. His reviews 
are thorough, but never 
formulaic. He highlights 
the expected such as 

Tracing Your Legal Ancestors: A 
Guide for Family Historians.  
By Stephen Wade. Published by 
Pen & Sword Family History,  
47 Church Street, Barnsley,  
South Yorkshire S70 2AS, UK.  
US Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026.  
www.casemateathena.com. 
2010. 175 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $24.95

The author clearly defines 
a four-step process for 
doing legal research, even 
before he gets into the 
book, as: (1) start with 
an understanding of the 
vocabulary related to the 
ancestor as far as is known 
– position, legal work, etc; 
(2) gather and list poten-
tial sources from the pe-
riod; (3) add to the basic 
biographical facts; (4) then 
move on to the most time-
consuming part—going to 
archives and searching for 
the less accessible mate-
rial. For North American 
researchers it is the first 
step that is the most criti-
cal, and yet the easiest to 
skip over. There is a need 
to understand job titles 
such as barristers, so-
licitors, notaries, clerks, 
judges, justices, coroners, 
serjeants, etc., what they 
did and how these roles 

themselves changed over 
time. These people need 
to be put into historical 
context and that is done 
in the introduction and 
the first two chapters. The 
author suggests everyone 
read this material. Wade 
then suggests using the 
index to find contextual 
information and resources 
relevant to your ancestor’s 
role within the profession. 

Beyond the opening 
historical chapters two ad-
ditional chapters discuss 
the judges, magistracy, 
and the court structure. 
This is followed by a 
closer examination of the 
sources that are avail-
able for research. As one 
might suspect there is 
both a lot of published and 
archival material for the 
legal profession and the 
reader is guided through 
examples of what is avail-

able and where to find it. 
The book focuses on the 
legal profession as it exists 
in England and Wales, 
but there is one chapter 
highlighting the similari-
ties and importantly the 
professional differences in 
Scotland and Ireland.

Throughout the book 
there are numerous case 
studies. The author is 
not in the legal profes-
sion so writes from the 
perspective of and for the 
outsider. This means the 
reader may wish for more 
information on a particu-
lar topic and will need to 
find some of the addition-
al references. It is a book 
that can be recommended 
for someone seeking to 
understand and find an 
ancestor within the legal 
profession.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Note: Book info continues 
on page 33.

http://www.casemateathena.com
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architectural features and 
furnishings, but there 
is always room for the 
apparently insignificant 
details that make visits 
to English churches so 
delightful. The details 
provided cover what will 
normally be seen by the 
average visitor; therefore 
information on the church 
silver is omitted. Mortlock 
tries to avoid technical 
terms, but when they are 
used they are italicized 
and appear in the glos-
sary, which interestingly 
also includes the names of 
many people such as ar-
chitects, masons, joiners, 
glaziers, etc. 

Some of the entries 
can be lengthy, even 
for the lesser known 
churches, and reading 
the entries shows that the 

updating process appears 
to have been thorough, 
with, for example, details 
on new millennium 
projects. Another part of 
the updating process has 
been the addition of in-
formation by George Pipe 
on all the ringable bells in 
the county.    

The book concludes 
with an appendix giving 
short bibliographies of the 
saints to whom churches 
in the county are dedi-
cated. A shorter appendix 
describes and identifies 
the characteristics of the 
different architectural 
styles, using windows 
for illustration, so that 
you can tell the differ-
ence between a Saxon, 
Norman, Transitional, 
Early English, Decorated, 
Perpendicular, Tudor, 

and Jacobean/Caroline 
window. The book does 
contain some illustrations 
of churches and usually 
internal features but there 
are not photographs for 
every church.

Many North Ameri-
cans have connections 
to Suffolk churches. If 
you want to know what 
the church looks like or 
contains then this is the 
guidebook for you. It 
is far better, and more 
thorough, than the more 
commonly used guides 
by Pevsner or Mee. This 
volume is highly recom-
mended, and this reviewer 
wishes guides of similar 
quality were available for 
other counties. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Genealogy at a Glance: Immigration 
Research. By Sharon DeBartolo 
Carmack, CG, MFA. Published by 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 
3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211.  
www.genealogical.com.  
2011. 4pp. 8 ½” x 11”, folded, 
laminated. $8.95.

In this age of instant ac-
cess to electronic infor-
mation there are still 
times when published 
guides are of value. This 
quick guide to immigra-
tion research is a handy 
four-page laminated 
resource that can be 
tucked in your research 
notebook or slipped onto 
your bookshelf.

Topics covered 
include immigration his-
tory, migration factors, 
immigration by time 
period, chain migration, 
ports of arrival, what 
you need to know to 

begin, determining your 
ancestor’s time of arrival, 
federal census records, 
passenger arrival lists, 
passenger arrival lists on-
line, microfilmed indexes 
and lists, and naturaliza-
tion records. A chart on 
the first page highlights 
quick facts and impor-
tant dates. Each topical 
section includes a list of 
published books, articles, 
and online resources for 
further reference.

Helpful research 
tips are also included 
in each area. One omis-
sion is Stephen P. Morse’s 

One-Step Search site 
(www.stevemorse.org), a 
valuable tool in finding 
immigrants that arrived 
through Castle Garden, 
Ellis Island or other U.S. 
and Canadian ports. 

This reference guide 
provides a lot of informa-
tion in a few pages and 
will surely fit everyone’s 
budget.

Joanne M. Sher
Duluth, Minnesota

The Guide to Suffolk Churches. 
By D.P. Mortlock. Published by 
Lutterworth Press, P.O. Box 60, 
Cambridge CB1 2NT, UK.  
www.lutterworth.com.  
2nd revised ed. 2009. 607 pp. 
Appendices, glossary, illustrations. 
Softcover. £31.

http://www.genealogical.com
http://www.stevemorse.org
http://www.lutterworth.com
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Mastering Immigration & 
Naturalization Records. By W. 
Daniel Quillen. Published by 
Cold Spring Press, PO Box 284, 
Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724.  
www.simonandschuster.com.  
2011.  143 pp. Glossary, index. 
Softcover. $9.95.

The United States is a 
nation of immigrants. As 
such, immigration and 
naturalization records 
play a large role genea-
logical research. Mastering 
Immigration & Natural-
ization Records describes 
what records exist and 
how to find them.  

The book has a num-
ber of problems. The 
author’s informal style is 
verbose at times. Some 
of the document images 
used as illustrations are 
fuzzy, so much so that the 
information on the images 
Quillen refers to in the 
text is illegible. The author 
makes several factual 
errors and omissions. On 
page 23 when describing 

naturalization records, the 
author says foreign-born 
women could become 
citizens by marrying men 
who are already citizens. 
He neglects to include 
that the reverse is true—
women who were Ameri-
can citizens could lose 
their citizenship by mar-
rying men who were not 
citizens. On page 28, the 
author refers to “second-
ary source information.”  
This is incorrect terminol-
ogy. The correct way to 
refer to sources is original 
and derivative, with in-
formation being primary 
or secondary. On page 
50, Quillen discusses the 
passenger lists available 
on microfilm through the 

Family History Library. 
The procedure he de-
scribes takes users to the 
digitized records available 
on FamilySearch.org. It 
does not take users to the 
library’s catalog, which 
is how the microfilm is 
listed. Mastering Immigra-
tion could also be im-
proved by adding captions 
and source information to 
the illustrations.

While this book is 
approachable for new re-
searchers, there are other 
resources that do a better 
job of explaining the intri-
cacies of immigration and 
naturalization records.

Amy E. K. Arner
Cranberry Township, 

Pennsylvania

The book’s cover pro-
claims its contents are 
“from the files of Ameri-
cans for Open Records 
(AmFOR).” The author 
founded AmFOR in 
1989; they lobby to open 
records closed to adoptees 
and others. The book aims 
to provide strategies and 
resources for locating peo-
ple. Emphasis is on adop-
tion searches; information 
on locating anyone from 
missing children to war 
buddies is promised.

Carangelo assists oth-
ers in adoption searches, 
and shares years of gar-
nered resources and tech-
niques. Chapters focus 
on varied topics: search 

basics and tips; missing 
and runaway children; ge-
nealogy, debtor, child sup-
port, heir, classmate, old 
love, war buddy, missing 
persons; separated family 
members; and Internet 
searches. State adoption 
resource guides and an in-
ternational search section 
compose the book’s bulk. 

Resource sections are 
peppered with anecdotes, 
past searchers’ quotes, and 
anti-adoption and closed 
records sentiment. A 
separate section on access 
restrictions and resulting 
feelings would be more ef-
fective. Resources include 
items less experienced 
researchers overlook; 

some need more explana-
tion to be useful. Search 
methodology is lacking. 
Each search is unique, but 
how to apply suggested re-
sources isn’t always clear. 
A sperm donor registry 
segment is indicative of 
modern-day research 
concerns.

A disclaimer notes that 
information is deemed re-
liable prior to publication 
but might become outdat-
ed. 2011 edition errors are 
not only due to legislative 
changes concurrent with 
publication. Census infor-
mation [p. 23] misses the 
1930, released in 2002, and 
1940 censuses, coming in 
April 2012, only mention-

The Ultimate Search Book: 
Worldwide Adoption, Genealogy, 
& Other Search Secrets. 2011 
Edition. By Lori Carangelo. 
Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company for 
Clearfield Company,  
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD, 21211.  
www.genealogical.com.  
2011. x, 296 pp. Illustrations, 
addendum. Softcover. $43.50. 

http://www.simonandschuster.com/
http://www.genealogical.com
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This work is destined to 
please both map geeks 
and students of the 
American Revolution. 
Details of eighteenth 
century maps and draw-
ings drawn from uni-
versity collections and 
public libraries across 
the United States, as well 
as historical societies and 
the Library of Congress 
provide a lavish back-
drop. They illustrate a 
compelling narrative 
of the sweep of history 
across Britain’s North 
American colonies, the 
conflict which broke 
the ties between Eng-
land and America, and 
the earliest years of the 
infant republic.

The maps themselves 

cover all regions of the 
U.S., and cover both geo-
graphic and topographic 
features along with Native 
American tribes and 
lands. Modern maps have 
been added to illustrate 
modern interpretations 
of historic events; they 
add to the book’s overall 
power and effect.

Beyond the national 
scope of the work, there 
is impressive detail 
related to Washington’s 
Mount Vernon estate. 
Sketches by Washington 
of Potomac River fea-
tures, along with images 
of personal possessions 
of the Washington family 
help illustrate the Gener-
al’s devotion to his home 
and family. Portraits of 

Washington at various 
stages of his career and 
other historical figures of 
his era are added as well.

This work is a must-
have for anyone with 
a keen interest in the 
life of Washington, the 
Revolutionary period or 
an interest in eighteenth-
century cartography. Its 
writing is first-rate and 
detailed. It would serve 
as an excellent primer on 
the leading lights of the 
Revolutionary army, and 
offer insight into Wash-
ington’s struggles as com-
mander of the rebellious 
army. It should be stan-
dard fare in any library’s 
reference collection.

David McDonald, CG
DeForest, Wisconsin

George Washington’s America:  
A Biography Through His Maps.  
By Barnet Shecter. New York: 
Walker & Company, 175 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, NY 10010.   
www.walkerbooks.com.  
2010. 303 pp. Illustration, index, 
maps. Hardcover. $67.50.

ing censuses on microfilm 
to 1920 and failing to note 
online access. The Social 
Security Death Index 
lists some war dead, but 
a statement that Vietnam 
and Korean War dead are 
included [p. 3] requires 
clarification. The state-by-
state guide has promise. 
Records offices, archives, 
some adoption agencies 
and laws, and adoption 
search and support groups 
are listed. Unfortunately, 
errors appear for several 
states, especially those 
with recent legislative 
changes. Illinois’ 2010 law 
allowing original birth 
certificate access was 

missed; one suggested 
researcher is deceased. 
Newer legislation was 
overlooked for Colorado 
(2007), North Carolina 
(2010), Maine (2009), and 
Massachusetts (2007) in 
state guides and the “2010 
Adoption Disclosure Laws 
at a Glance” chart [p. 26]. 
Such errors raise questions 
on other content. The 
book would benefit from 
an editor and a freshly 
keyed master copy to re-
move its photocopied ap-
pearance. Some back cover 
review quotes appear on 
AmFOR.net and Amazon.
com promoting a different 
book by the author, or this 

volume’s previous edition. 
The 2011 edition disap-
points, especially regard-
ing legislative changes. 

Those learning to 
search for living people 
might find it useful, as will 
individuals engaged in 
adoption searches. Begin-
ners may find some re-
sources puzzling and miss 
inaccuracies. Seasoned 
genealogists will recognize 
errors. All might best con-
sider it a guideline need-
ing verification, or wait 
for an update addressing 
deficiencies. 

Debra Mieszala, CG
Libertyville, Illinois

http://www.walkerbooks.com
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In the early years of 
westward migration, 
the wind-swept, treeless 
plains of Nebraska were 
considered part of the 
Great American Desert 
and were undesirable for 
agriculture. For many 
years, settlers passed 
through the Nebraska 
area opting for bet-
ter lands farther west. 
However, by 1854, Con-
gress passed the Kansas 
Nebraska Act, which ad-
dressed the slavery issues 
of the time and pro-
vided for the formation 
of the Nebraska Territory. 
Significant numbers of 
settlers began pouring 
into the area from both 
the North and the South, 
with the intent to influ-
ence whether the terri-
tory would later become a 
free state or a slave state.

The author of this 
book intends to create 
“a guide to research and 
resources in Nebraska” (p. 
vii) and does not claim 
that it is comprehen-
sive in nature. This is a 
worthy goal, and Cole-
man is mostly successful, 
but even if a work is not 
comprehensive, it needs 
to address the more 
important points. For 
example, in the brief state 
history that is provided, 
the author acknowledges 
the explosive settlement 
in the Nebraska Territory 
between 1854 and 1860, 
but the Kansas Nebraska 

Act and slavery are not 
mentioned. Because 
this historical context is 
important in addressing 
who settled the area, this 
seems to be an unfortu-
nate omission.

The strength of this 
work is in the variety of 
records presented and 
how to access them. Cole-
man goes beyond the 
major records that most 
beginning genealogists 
may be familiar with 
and provides images of 
sample documents. Valu-
able information is given 
to describe which reposi-
tories hold the various 
collections.

The main weakness of 
this book is its brevity. 
Clearly the author does 
not want to overwhelm 
the beginner with too 
much information, but 
occasionally clarity has 
been sacrificed through 
the use of brief descrip-
tions. For example, this 
work states, “Nebraska 
vital records (births, 
marriages, divorces and 
deaths) were kept on a 
county basis until shortly 
after 1900.” (p. 17) Sev-
eral sentences later the 
author states, “Birth and 
death records prior to 
1900 are seldom found 
in courthouses.” This 
leaves the reader wonder-
ing where those records 
can be found. Ancestry’s 
RedBook states on p. 453 
that “Nebraska did not 

record births and deaths 
at the county level,” and 
Everton’s Handybook 
for Genealogists and the 
County Courthouse Book 
by Elizabeth Bentley do 
not indicate that any 
county in Nebraska has 
birth and death records 
prior to 1900. If these re-
cords were kept prior to 
1900, Coleman needs to 
give additional explana-
tion as to where they are 
located, especially since 
they are not mentioned 
in other standard refer-
ence works.

Overall, this is a nice 
collection of informa-
tion to enable beginners 
of Nebraska research 
to learn about a vari-
ety of records and their 
availability. Coleman’s 
descriptions of collec-
tions held by a number of 
societies, along with their 
contact and website in-
formation, are extremely 
helpful. Although details 
about some of the re-
cords may require addi-
tional research, this book 
is a wonderful starting 
point.

Jill Crandell
Provo, Utah

Genealogical Research in Nebraska. 
By Ruby Coleman. Published by 
Family Roots Publishing Co.,  
P.O. Box 830, Bountiful, Utah 84011.  
www.familyrootspublishing.com  
2011. 107 pp. Illustrations. 
Softcover. $25.95.

http://Www.familyrootspublishing.com
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Abstracts of Carteret County,  
North Carolina, Deeds 1713-1759, 
Books A-F. By John A. Brayton. 
Published by Clearfield Publishing 
Company, 3600 Clipper Mill Road, 
Suite 260, Baltimore MD 21211. 
www.genealogical.com.  
2010. viii, 184 pp. Index. 
Softcover. $30. 

Carteret County, North 
Carolina, was formed 
from Craven County in 
1722, although the deeds 
for the Carteret precinct 
of Craven County be-
gin in 1713, the starting 
point for this collection of 
abstracts. Brayton implies 
in the brief introduction 
that Carteret precinct was 
formed from the Craven 
precinct of Bath County. 

Initially many of the 
immigrants came into 
the county from Beau-
fort, Craven, Pasquotank, 
Perquimans counties, NC 
and Bristol County, VA. 
But during this period 
families arrived from New 
England, with several 
unexplainable estate divi-
sions relating to Bristol 

County, MA. 
These records have 

been abstracted from a 
generally easy-to-read roll 
of microfilm, with the lo-
cation of the original deed 
books being unknown to 
the compiler. The opening 
note from Book A would 
imply that these are actu-
ally an 1818 copy of the 
original deeds. Some care 
is needed for the events do 
not appear to be in strict 
chronological order. In the 
abstract the names of all 
individuals are capitalized. 
Brayton has extracted 
anything that appears of 
genealogical value such 
as dates, names of all 
parties noted in the deed 
including prior owners, 
terms of the sale, name 

and geographical mark-
ings of the property, and 
the names of witnesses. 
Over 3,000 inhabitants 
of Carteret County are 
identified, and indexed 
in these 678 deeds. There 
are additional indexes for 
places and slaves. These 
abstracts will hopefully 
give a researcher enough 
information to hope-
fully identify if the deed 
relates to his or her family. 
If a potential ancestor is 
located in the abstract 
good research practices 
require the researcher to 
get access to the full deed 
in case more information 
is available and to ensure 
an accurate extraction. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Brig-Gen Edmonds states 
his aim: “This history 
has been compiled with 
the purpose of provid-
ing within reasonable 
compass an authorita-
tive account, suitable 
for general readers and 
for students at military 
schools, of the operations 
of the British Army in the 
Western theatre of war 
in 1914-1918” (1914/1 
p. vii). He has certainly 
succeeded, for today, if 
anyone wants to know 
about and understand the 
British Army of the Great 
War, its tactics, its battles, 
changes in organization, 
weapons, and its develop-

ment and growth from a 
small professional force 
in 1914 then this history 
is essential reading and 
highly recommended. 
Since publication there 
have been detractors of 
these official volumes 
because of the support 
Edmonds had for the 
reputations of Haig and 
senior commanders, but 
they are still essential 
reading. 

This DVD collection 
pulls together fourteen 
volumes of text describ-
ing operations in France 
and Belgium, four 
volumes of appendices 
and eight cases of maps, 

plus the volume Trans-
portation On The Western 
Front with it separate 
case of maps, and The Oc-
cupation of the Rhineland 
1918-1929. A total of 
twenty volumes and nine 
map cases, which puts 
the price into perspec-
tive, certainly making 
this cheaper than build-
ing a collection by buying 
individual volumes, saves 
a lot on postage especial-
ly for North Americans 
and it takes up a lot less 
shelf space.

Brig-Gen Edmonds 
was commissioned in 
the Royal Engineers in 
1881, at the end of WWI 

DATA - DVD
The Official History of the 
Great War 1914-1918: Military 
Operations France & Belgium, 
Transportation on the Western 
Front & Occupation of the 
Rhineland. Brig-Gen J.E. Edmonds. 
Published in association with  
The Imperial War Museum by 
Naval & Military Press Ltd.,  
Unit 10, Ridgewood Industrial 
Park, Uckfield, East Sussex  
TN22 5QE, UK.   
www.naval-military-press.com. 
2010. £225.

http://www.genealogical.com
http://www.naval-military-press.com
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was one of two Deputy 
Engineer-in-Chiefs, then 
in 1919 he took over as 
OIC Military Branch, 
Historical Section Com-
mittee of Imperial De-
fence where he stayed for 
the next thirty years. The 
thoroughly researched 
volumes were not pro-
duced in chronological 
order. The first volume, 
1914/1 was published in 
1922 (revised in 1933), 
while the final volume was 
not published until 1948. 

On first inserting 
the DVD it installs ER 
Viewer on your com-
puter, which is needed 
to view the maps. Adobe 
Reader is required to 
read the text volumes. 
It also creates a link on 
the desktop to be able 
to get to the DVD menu 
at later insertions.  The 
opening menu is a visual 
display, like a bookshelf 
of the title page of all 
volumes and map cases 
in chronological order. 
Moving the cursor over 
the title image produces 
an enlarged image show-
ing the title image, but 
more importantly a sum-
mary of what is covered 
in that particular volume. 
To see what is included 
in the map case it needs 
to be opened, and doing 
so opens a window with 
two parts. One is a list-
ing of all separate maps 
or images (e.g. German 
Order of Battle for 1914). 

Highlighting a particular 
image provides specif-
ics such as: scale; map 
dimensions; map or plate 
number; and a brief 
description, usually battle 
name and specific date. 
Selecting the map and 
then hitting Launch Map 
opens the map in the ER 
Viewer. The maps are of 
such high quality that 
you can zoom in exten-
sively and move around 
the maps to examine 
details. The ER Viewer 
functioned smoothly. 
It should be noted that 
there are many additional 
“sketch” maps within the 
textual volumes while 
the maps in the map case 
are much more detailed. 
The maps in the map 
case are numerous, but 
are a miniscule sampling 
of the 32 million trench, 
tactical, strategic, and 
topographical maps 
produced between 1914-
1918. Text references are 
provided in the margins 
if sketch maps or case 
maps should be looked at 
for clarity. There are two 
short videos explaining 
how to view the maps 
and to use the search 
functions on the DVD.

There is a search 
function on the menu 
screen to allow searching 
for a particular phrase, 
e.g. name of a regiment, 
across all the volumes, 
or a specific volume can 
be selected. The search 

screen informs you how 
many times the search 
phrase occurred and in 
how many volumes. The 
results appear by volume, 
not in chronological 
order, and then opening 
up each volume presents 
a menu showing the hits 
in that particular volume 
within a short phrase. 
For example, a search 
on Inniskilling Fusiliers 
showed that it occurred 
93 times in eleven docu-
ments, with 20 of those 
hits in 1916/1, which 
covers the first day of 
the Battle of the Somme. 
Moving the cursor over 
the detailed search results 
listing shows the page 
number in the document. 
Selecting the search 
result takes you to the 
actual document page for 
reading with the selected 
phrase highlighted. 

This DVD requires a 
PC running Windows 7, 
XP, or Vista with 512 MB 
RAM installed, plus a 4X 
speed DVD drive. This 
product is not Mac OS or 
Linux compatible. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois



  

Edited by Michael J. Leclerc

Genealogist’s Handbook  
for New England Research 
5th Edition

New from NEHGS

—the definitive guide to New England research

This handbook is an indispensable resource for anyone 
doing research in Connecticut, Vermont, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. 

More than just a how-to book, it is a location guide to 
public records, repositories, libraries, and genealogical 
societies throughout New England. 

What’s new in the 5th edition?

AmericanAncestors.org • 1-888-296-3447 • thebookstore@nehgs.org

7 x 10 softcover,  
500 pp., illus. $24.95
Available early 2012 

• Introductory essays for each state
• State and county maps
• Charts, artwork, and photos
• Updated repository information
• Lists of parent and daughter towns
• Two-color format throughout

NEW 
EDITION!
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to a society bylaws review and 
the FGS Insurance Program.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 
articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRICE

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
Half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
Eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Spring Issue January 1 January 15 April 15
Summer Issue April 1 April 15 July 15
Fall Issue July 1 July 15 October 15
Winter Issue October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie Carbonetti.
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