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We hope you like this issue of 
FORUM, and that it is of great 
benefit to you and the members of 
your society. 

You may have noticed a switch 
from “I” to “We”... Much has hap-
pened since we last published the 
FORUM. Sue Zacharias has joined 
the FORUM team as a co-editor, 
mainly responsible for acquiring 
content and working with writers 
and FGS leadership to ensure that 
each issue of FORUM is chock full 
of useful and interesting articles. 

This issue is her first and, as you 
will soon see (and read) she is 
starting out strong with some 
interesting features as well as our 
regular lineup of expert columns.

I’ll let Sue introduce herself in 
subsequent editor’s notes, but let 
me say that she comes to FORUM 
with significant editorial, layout, 
and marketing experience, and has 
been a contributing member of the 
FGS and genealogical communi-
ties for many years. Welcome, Sue!

And with that, on with the 

Winter issue. 
Please don’t hesi-
tate to contact us 
with feedback or 
suggestions for 
future topics for 
FORUM articles.

From the Editor

matt Wright

mailto:editor%40fgs.org?subject=To%20the%20Editor%20%28from%20a%20FORUM%20reader%29
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FORUM, Sandra
Hargreaves Lueb-
king is retiring 
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is a description of her many contributions to 
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tes salute her, and there
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The War of 1812 Pension and Bounty Land 
Files in the National Archives are being digitized 
and placed online for FREE! A Bicentennial 
project led by the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies in conjunction with Fold3, Ancestry.
com and the National Archives. Help make this 
$3.7M dollar project a reality by the end of the 
War of 1812 Bicentennial in 2015!

To take an image of each pension page costs 
approximately .45 cents.  Every dollar you 
contribute preserves two images of these 
precious documents for future generations. In 
addition, Ancestry.com has generously offered 
to match all contributions, so now each dollar 
contributed will digitize four pages. With 7.2 
million images, there is much to do and you can 
help us make a difference!

IF YOU…
•	 Love history and its precious records
•	 Have an ancestor who served in the War
•	 Support historical records being made 

available for FREE
•	 Believe in preserving the history of the 

United States of America
•	 Are a friend of the National Archives of the 

United States
•	 Support public or private partnerships in 

government to reduce taxes
•	 Want your children and grand-children to 

have a meaningful historical experience

THEN JOIN US in this effort to Preserve the 
Pensions of the 180,000 soldiers who served in 
the War of 1812!

To learn more or to contribute go to: www.fgs.org
To view the FREE images already online, go to:

http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions/

PrESErvE THE PENSIONS
war OF 1812

http://www.fgs.org
http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions
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Genealogy Heroes
D. Joshua TaylorBy D. Joshua Taylor, FGS President

Dear Friends,
As many of you know, my passion for family history 
started at a young age when my grandmother and I 
started to explore the Allison family of Gallia County, 
Ohio. As a young genealogist searching for his roots, 
I will admit to being at a loss for finding genealogi-
cal material for Ohio while living in a small town in 
Idaho. The Internet had not yet started to blossom 
for family history records, so my main resource was a 
local university library, which gratefully had a decent-
sized collection of family history-related materials. It 
was in that collection that I stumbled upon one of my 
first “big finds” tucked in the pages of Revolutionary 
War Soldiers Who Lived in Gallia County, a publica-
tion created by the Gallia County Ohio Chapter of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society. There I encountered my 
first Revolutionary War ancestor, Benjamin Allison, 
who had died in Gallia County, Ohio, in 1807. That 
single page of information served as a launching point 
for many years of pursuit, one that continues to this 
day. It is certainly fair to say that my first success in 
family history research was due to the work conduct-
ed by a genealogical society. 

Although that first success was many years ago, 
I will always remain indebted to the Gallia County 
Genealogical Society for giving me a head start in 
research. As my genealogy addiction took hold, I 
was later able to make a visit to that society’s terrific 
library, and in a twist of fate, was able to connect 
with the main compiler of the book (and a leading 
force in the society) at a recent conference put on by 
the Ohio Genealogical Society. The Gallia County 
Genealogical Society and its volunteers are truly 
“genealogical heroes” in my book. 

Today it’s a very different world for family his-
tory researchers and genealogical societies. The 
method of compiling and publishing family history 
has changed dramatically. Conferences are shaped 
by new developments in technology, and an emerg-
ing, younger audience is “liking,” “sharing,” and 
“tweeting,” each step of their genealogical jour-
neys. There’s never been a better time than now for 

genealogical societies to harness opportunities and 
pave their way forward to the future. Genealogical 
societies remain an important element in the family 
history community, serving as a crucial gathering 
point and resource for genealogists across the world. 
Thousands of “genealogical heroes” can be found 
within our ranks, and more are created with each 
society seminar, journal issue, and project. 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies’ (FGS) 
place amongst these “genealogical heroes” has never 
been more important. As an organization, FGS is 
actively working to link societies to one another and 
to provide the resources for societies to thrive. FGS 
continues to provide community-wide initiatives, 
such as the Preserve the Pensions Project, which 
has enabled societies to activate fund-raising op-
portunities to provide matching funds. The Federa-
tion’s annual conference enables society leaders to 
network with one another, while also learning about 
new trends to move their organizations forward. A 
growing number of direct benefits to FGS member 
societies include reviews of bylaws, newsletters, 
and websites, as well as partnerships with leading 
family history services to provide direct benefits 
to a society’s members. FGS awards allow member 
societies to recognize their own “genealogy heroes,” 
while interactive forums on the newly revised FGS 
website serve as a gathering point for society leaders 
to discuss issues 24/7, 365 days a year. 

Our work, however, is not done. Supporting our 
“genealogical heroes” is deeply important to me and 
one pursuit that I am honored to engage in as presi-
dent of the Federation of Genealogical Societies. 
With the incredible talents of my colleagues on the 
FGS Board of Directors, we are eagerly engaged in 
meeting the challenges faced by genealogical societ-
ies, ensuring that our “genealogical heroes” remain 
in place to inspire the future. 

To all the heroes out there (and especially the 
Gallia County Genealogical Society), thank you—
your impacts are exponential!

—Joshua



In this modern world, 
few of us genealo-
gists seem to have the 

luxury of living near the 
places where our ances-
tors lived. I have lived 
in the Tampa, Florida, 
area for the past twenty-

two years, but none of my 
direct ancestors ever lived 

in this area, unless you count 
a very brief period during 

World War II when my father 

Organized Randomness
with Technology

was stationed in 
Tampa. Instead, my 

father’s family lived for 
generations in Newark, 

New Jersey, while my moth-
er’s family lived for generations 

in upstate South Carolina. I imagine 
your own situation may be similar for one 

or both sides of your family, especially as 
you go back farther in time. 

So, as genealogists, this gives us a limited 
number of options when we need access to the docu-
ments our ancestors produced in those distant locations. We 

Rootsmithing
By Drew Smith, mlS
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could attempt a research trip, but this might 
be highly impractical due to expense or work 
obligations. Or, we could hire a professional 
who lives in the area of interest, but the expense issue 
comes into play again, especially if all you need is one 
simple lookup. Or, we could ask a friend or relative 
(again, one who lives in the appropriate area), but if they 
don’t have any genealogical expertise, they might over-
look the document we need, and we might feel reluctant 
if we need to call upon them repeatedly. Could there be 
an inexpensive, possibly free, alternative? 

When I began significant genealogical research in 
1992, I was already familiar with message boards and 
mailing lists, which I will refer to as simply “forums.” I 
even used them in my computer profession, to ask ques-
tions of my colleagues around the world when I was try-
ing to figure out the solution to a problem or to get some 
advice to help me do my job. So I was not surprised to 
discover the many forums already set up by genealo-
gists to share information. Today, the most widely used 
genealogy forums are the boards on Ancestry.com and 
GenForum and the lists on RootsWeb. 

Although many of the forums are organized to sup-
port questions and answers about specific surnames, a 
large number of the forums are organized by country, 
US state, or US county, or their administrative equiva-
lents outside of the United States. It is typical to see 
questions about place names in those geographic areas, 
but most of the questions seem to be about specific 
surnames or individuals who lived there. And once you 
get into asking questions about what other people might 
already know about specific individuals, it is just a short 
hop to asking if someone who lives in that area could 
visit a local cemetery to find a burial and take a photo, 
or asking a local library or repository to locate an obitu-
ary, city directory entry, or vital record. 

I think it is safe to say that asking in a geographic-
based genealogy forum if someone would volunteer to 
do a lookup was the way things went throughout the 
1990s, but it also had its downsides. For example, you 

might not know if there was anyone actually 
available to do the lookup, and you even ran 

a risk of two different volunteers jumping in 
and duplicating each other’s efforts. Let’s just agree that 
it was a bit haphazard. 

At least it was until 1999, when Bridgett and Doc 
Schneider created an organized system for matching look-
up requests to volunteers. Until Bridgett’s death in 2011, the 
website Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness (RAOGK) 
was the premier online spot for finding someone to help 
you out, or for volunteering your own services to others to 
do lookups where you lived.  At its peak, RAOGK boasted 
more than four thousand volunteers located in every US 
state and beyond. Of course, a well-run system needs a 
few basic rules. For instance, volunteers were asked to do 
at least one free lookup each month, and the users of the 
service were expected to pay any fees incurred by the vol-
unteers, such as copying, postage, and parking. 

So what is life like in a post-RAOGK world? You 
shouldn’t be surprised to learn that many people were in-
spired by the Schneider’s legacy to pick up the baton and 
create replacements for RAOGK. For example, a num-
ber of groups have been created on Facebook to allow 
people to post requests or to volunteer their services. At 
the moment, there is a general RAOGK Facebook group 
with over one thousand members, a group specific to US 
volunteers with more than eight hundred members, and a 
group for international volunteers with nearly three hun-
dred members. For those who already spend significant 
time on Facebook, the RAOGK Facebook groups may be 
a good place to volunteer and to ask questions, although 
the technology behind Facebook does not provide a good 
way to organize volunteers by states and counties. 

Other RAOGK replacements have a more organized 
approach to identifying appropriate volunteers and 
what they can offer. The Random Acts of Genealogical 
Kindness Wiki, located at http://raogk.wikia.com, uses 
standard wiki software to create pages for each state, and 
then, within each state, a number of sub-pages provid-
ing an alphabetical list of counties and the names and 

Back to TOC
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services offered by the volunteers in each of 
those counties. It should be noted that some 
volunteers may offer statewide-lookup services. 
However, because the names of the volunteers were 
migrated from the original RAOGK site from several 
years ago, most of those names do not provide contact 
information, such as an active e-mail link. 

Two sites have started from scratch and have created 
entirely new databases of volunteers, meaning that if you 
find the name of a volunteer on either of those sites, you 
can feel assured you will be able to contact them easily 
for assistance. The first of these, Gen Gathering, http://
gengathering.com, came into existence in July 2012, 
currently claiming nearly nine hundred registered us-
ers. Although its appearance is fairly utilitarian by web 
standards, it uses drop-down menus to easily identify a 
country and then an administrative subdivision, such 
as a US state or county, in order to locate an appropriate 
volunteer. For each geographic area, the site displays a 
table listing the volunteer acts being offered and a link to 
make the request. The name of the volunteer is not dis-
played until the request link is clicked, and the request 
page provides a link to the volunteer’s profile, as well 
as details about wait times, in days, fees, exactly what 
the volunteer is willing to do, and what information the 
requester should provide. There is also a box for provid-
ing special instructions to the volunteer.

The other new site, Generous Genealogists, http://
generousgenealogists.com, has a very modern, attractive, 
and engaging design, using lots of historic photographs, 
white space, and clean fonts. Coming into existence as 
recently as September 2012, Generous Genealogists is 
based on a WordPress platform. You can scroll through 
the personal profiles created by each of the volunteers, 
including a profile photo, mailing addresses, e-mail 

address, and phone numbers, plus whatever 
other information the volunteer wants you 

to know about them, and you can use the drop-
down menu to limit your display to a specific category 
of volunteer, usually those working within a particular 
country or US state. For even more details, volunteers can 
describe themselves and their volunteer offerings using 
either a Notes box or a Bio box. It is difficult to determine 
exactly how many volunteers are available on Generous 
Genealogists, but the number is certainly in the hundreds.

All of the sites that have sprung up since the clos-
ing of RAOGK use the same basic set of rules, some of 
which were mentioned earlier. Volunteers can expect to 
be reimbursed for expenses (the requester and the vol-
unteer need to come to a good agreement on this in ad-
vance). Requesters should avoid taking advantage of any 
volunteer by asking for too much (if unsure, read the 
site’s FAQs carefully and also check with the volunteer as 
to what they would consider appropriate). And give seri-
ous consideration to “paying it forward” by becoming a 
volunteer yourself in your own local area. 

You may need to visit more than one of these sites 
before you find a volunteer who can assist you with your 
long-distance request. But don’t forget you can always 
fall back to the message boards and mailing lists referred 
to at the beginning of this article, as well as to a large 
number of new Facebook groups that have sprung into 
existence centered around doing genealogical research 
in specific countries or US states. 

Free volunteer lookups will never completely replace 
the need for research trips and for professional genealo-
gists, but they may be ideal for those with budget or 
time constraints. They are uniquely valuable when all 
you need is that one document to make the next con-
nection in your personal research. And today’s tech-
nology is making volunteering and finding volunteers 
easier than it ever was. 
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What are you doing with all those photos in 
your computer? Isn’t it time to use them 
to tell your stories? Digital storytelling is 

the practice of using computer-based tools, such as 
images, text, and music, to tell a personal story, recall 
historical events, or even to promote a genealogy 
society and its events. 

A few months ago, I discovered Microsoft’s Photo 
Story 3 that can create a digital story in five easy steps. 
Although this free program has been available since 
2003, it has been overshadowed by Windows Movie 
Maker or Windows DVD Maker, although some users 
still prefer the flexibility offered by the earlier program. 
Photo Story 3 was not originally included with Windows 
XP, but was (and still is) available as a free download to 
authenticated users at http://www.microsoft.com/en-
us/download/details.aspx?id=11132. Besides XP, Photo 
Story 3 can be used on computers running Vista or 
Windows 7. Windows 8 users would need to use Win-

dows Movie Maker, which can be downloaded at http://
windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-live/movie-
maker-get-started. 

Photo Story 3 is a user-friendly program that can 
create amazing movies even for those with little to no 
technical expertise. All that’s required is a computer 
and microphone. I found that an inexpensive headset 
worked best to make the voice come through with less 
background noise. Once the program has been down-
loaded, the fun truly begins.

Preparing your digital story
Before creating your story, it is helpful to have all your 
pictures placed in a separate folder, either on a hard 
drive or flash drive, to make the story-building pro-
cess easier. Photo Story 3 recognizes a variety of image 
formats, including JPG, GIF, TIFF, and BMP. While the 
program offers some editing tools, such as red-eye re-
duction and basic color correction, you may want to ad-
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just pictures in another image-editing software 
prior to importing. Besides preparing the digital 
images, any background music, other than what 
Photo Story 3 offers, should be digitized as an 
MP3, WAV, or WMA file. 

Creating the story
Photo Story 3 opens with a Welcome Screen 
where you can choose from three options: start a 
new story, edit an existing story, or play a story. 
From here, the basic navigation tools are the Next 
and Back buttons, allowing you to move forward 
or backward during the five-step process of 
building a digital story. 

Step 1: Import images
The first step is to load the pictures to be used 
in the story by clicking on the Import Pictures 
button. Simply navigate to the folder where 
the images have been stored. Photo Story 3 will 
import multiple pictures with a maximum of 
two hundred in one batch. The pictures do not 
have to be in order as they can be rearranged on 
the timeline, which is visible below the Image 
Viewer window.

Directly under the Image Viewer are some 
buttons for simple image editing. Besides cor-
recting color levels and removing red eye, special 
effects can also be added to the images, like wash-
ing out a picture and adding sepia tones. Images 
that have been edited will display a small pencil 
and paper icon beneath the image when viewed 
on the timeline.

Step 2: Adding titles
Once the pictures have been arranged and edited, 
the next step is to title the pictures. Titles can be 
used to create a title screen for the story, to help 
identify an image, or to tell a story without audio 
narration. Several font styles are available, along 
with the ability to change text alignment. 

Step 3: Narrate the story
This next step literally puts the story in motion. 
One advantage to using Photo Story 3 over Windows 
Movie Maker is the ability to pan and zoom on each 
image, known as the Ken Burns effect. In this effect, 

used extensively by the American documentarian Ken 
Burns, action is given to still photographs by slowly 
zooming and panning in on subjects of interest, then 
using a fading transition between frames. To help make 

Photo Story 3 Welcome Screen

Import Images

Adding Titles



things easier on you, Photo Story 3 will auto-
mate certain settings: duration of how long the 
photo appears on screen; motion of the images, 
such as in and out, pans and zooms; transitions 
between images; and how long transitions will 
last. Specific adjustments can be made to the 
story by selecting the Customize Motion but-
ton. One note of caution: While it may be fun 
to play with all the special motion techniques, 
in the end you want the viewer to notice your 
story, not your effects. 

Narration is also added during this step by 
using an external microphone and Photo Story 
3’s built-in recording tool. A text box is provided 
to add notes for each individual picture.

If you are not satisfied with the narration, it 
can be re-recorded. This step adds a great deal 
of dimension and personalization to a story. For 
example, have a grandchild narrate a picture, 
or in the case of a society, a past president or 
charter member. Remember to speak clearly and 
deliberately to have a good narration. 

Step 4: Adding music
Adding background music to a story helps to 
set a tone and mood for the viewers, as well as 
enhancing a storyline through a song’s lyrics. 
To add music, select a picture from the timeline 
where music should start, then either click the 
Select Music button to import music, or click 
the Create Music button to use the music that 
came with Photo Story 3.

When using personal music, keep in mind 
copyright laws. There are Internet sites for 
royalty-free music (although expect to pay a 
subscription fee for the right to use the music) 
and for music in the public domain. 

Before going on to the final step, preview 
your story, taking note of any unwanted back-
ground noises, ill-timed transitions, strange 
photo edits, missing narrations, etc. 

Step 5: The end
All that’s left in the final step is to save and share 
the story. When asked what to do with the story 
you just created, I suggest selecting the option 
to save the story for playback on your computer. 
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The other options can be selected once you become 
comfortable with the program.

Congratulations! In just five easy steps, you created a 
one-of-a-kind digital story for your family or organiza-
tion. This story can now be e-mailed to others or shared 
on YouTube. If you are a member of a genealogical soci-
ety, you may want the society to have its own YouTube 
channel, which can be private or public. When private, 
only those you invite can see posted videos.

Here is a link to the first video I created about 
my grandparents, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=d4ijoW_zWMw and for a video I created for a 
cemetery workshop for the Ohio Genealogical Society, 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GA9UO0OSZr0.

I hope you will enjoy this program as much as I have. 
There are endless possibilities to this program. Let your 
creativity shine!

Margaret Lance Cheney has been involved in genealogy 
for the past fifteen years. She is currently first vice presi-
dent of the Ohio Genealogical Society (OGS), chair of the 
OGS lineage society, First Families of Ohio, chair of the 
Education Committee, and also serves on the FGS Mem-
bership Committee. Margaret has presented programs in 
northeast Ohio, as well as at OGS conferences. Besides 
being a member of various local genealogical societies and 
OGS, she is a member of the Genealogical Speakers Guild. 
You can reach her at margcheney117@gmail.com.

Using YouTube to promote your society
Yes, YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/, is 
dominated with videos of animal tricks, amateur 
musicians, wedding dances, and instructions on 
how to do just about anything. But it is also a 
place where organizations can engage members, 
reach out to volunteers, even seek donations. 
Following are some basic YouTube tips to help 
promote your society or association.        

1. Sign up for the YouTube Nonprofit Program. 
Registered nonprofit organizations with 
501(c)(3) status can apply to join YouTube’s 
Nonprofit Program. If selected, your channel 
will be listed in the nonprofit directory and 
your society will be allowed premium design 
and branding options, including the ability to 
receive donations through a Google Donate 
Now button. Even if your organization is not 
eligible, there are still many ways to promote 
your society on YouTube.

2. Tell your story. Use images and voices of 
your officers, members, and volunteers to 
let others know how you can help them in 
their genealogical research. Have a library? 
Create a video for it. Does your organization 
offer a lineage program? Share that program 
with the world. Images from conferences, 
workshops, and meetings can all be con-
densed into a short video to help attract more 
attendees. 

3. Ask for something. What do you want people 
to do after they have watched your video—
donate, volunteer, join, subscribe—whatever 
it is, ask! Do this verbally in the video and 
anywhere else. Include links and other action 
opportunities in the video or by adding an-
notations with YouTube after production.  

4. Brand your channel. Your YouTube channel is a 
great way to promote important information 
about your society. Use the colors of your soci-
ety’s logo to design your YouTube channel and 
use your logo as your channel’s profile picture. 
Limit the description of your channel to your 
mission statement and/or a brief summary 
about your society. Remember, YouTube is for 
watching, not reading. Don’t overwhelm your 
viewers with text. 

5. Encourage user-submitted videos. Even if you 
don’t know how to make videos, it is likely 
that someone in your organization does. Ask 
your members to submit a video on how 
the organization has helped them in their 
research. 

6. Tag appropriately. One of the main ways 
videos are found on YouTube is through 
keyword searches. Put keywords related to 
your society in the title, tags, and descriptions 
of every video you make. With videos also 
appearing in search engine results, tagging is 

the best way to ensure your videos are found. 
In addition, include your society’s URL at the 
beginning and end of each movie to drive 
traffic back to your website.

7. Mind the attention span. Keep your videos 
short so viewers don’t lose interest. If you 
have a longer message to share, break it up 
into several short videos. This will keep your 
content fresh and appealing.

8. Cross promote to maximize your results. Link 
to your YouTube channel on your website and 
Facebook page. Embed videos in your blog 
and promote them on Twitter. Send e-mails 
to your members with a link to your YouTube 
channel. Exposure is the key to building sup-
port, so find as many ways as you can to draw 
attention to your society.

9. Highlight programs and offers. Use your chan-
nel and videos as a form of free advertising 
space. With expanded marketing capabilities, 
your videos can showcase a new publication 
or product your society wishes to sell. 

10. Following can make you a leader. Search 
YouTube for anything related to your society 
and its goals. If your organization is local or 
regional, subscribe to channels in your area. 
This will bring more exposure to your orga-
nization. Wouldn’t you like to see attendance 
grow at your next society meeting? 
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Through its partnership with 
the Federation of Genealogi-
cal Societies (FGS), findmypast.

com, http://findmypast.com, is working 
to develop a series of programs that will 
directly benefit US genealogical societies 
and their members over the next year. 

Elaine Collins, brightsolid’s business 
development director, discussed the part-
nership between findmypast and FGS on 
the 10 November 2012 broadcast of FGS 
Radio My Society and the various oppor-
tunities available for societies. Listen to 
the episode at http://tobtr.com/s/3990841. 

The first two programs created by find-
mypast to provide FGS member societies 
and their members opportunities to pre-
serve genealogical records, expand membership, grow 
communities, and strengthen efforts are the Society 
Data Initiative and the Society Membership Program.

Society Data Initiative 
Grounded in its UK roots, findmypast believes in build-
ing long-term relationships with its partners. With 
findmypast, genealogical societies have the opportunity 
to become a trusted partner in a global network of fam-
ily history brands along with other leading institutions, 
including the National Archives (Kew), the British 
Library, and others.

Through the Society Data Initiative, findmypast will 
host a dedicated landing page for its partner societies on 
its website. These pages, created in conjunction with the 
partner society, will provide key information to promote 
that society’s growth, including links to the partner 
society’s website, along with an invitation to join that so-
ciety. This partnership in findmypast’s global collections 
will ensure that millions of family history enthusiasts 
will be able to engage with the partner society’s resourc-

es. For example, each individual record, such as a society 
publication, Bible record, or will abstract, will clearly 
identify the partner society as the data source, thus 
giving the society greater public exposure. In addition, 
findmypast will work directly with the partner society 
and FGS to develop local, regional, and national public-
ity campaigns to highlight that society and its resources. 

The first pilot partners in the Society Data Initiative 
include the New York Genealogical & Biographical 
Society, http://newyorkfamilyhistory.org; the Illinois 
State Genealogical Society, http://www.ilgensoc.org/; 
and the Williamson County (Texas) Genealogical 
Society, http://www.williamsontxgenealogy.org/. For 
additional information on this program, visit https://
www.findmypast.com/articles/work-with-us/partnering-
with-societies/society-data-initiative.

On the 15 December 2012 broadcast of FGS Radio 
My Society, D. Joshua Taylor, a business development 
manager for findmypast.com, discussed findmypast’s 
partnership with the Illinois State Genealogical Soci-
ety in its Society Data Initiative program, along with 
becoming, under brightsolid, a founding member of 

Preserve your data, 
grow your community,

add value to your membership
By Tyler Tangalin

https://www.findmypast.com/articles/work-with-us/partnering-with-societies/society-data-initiative
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the Family History Information Standards Organization 
(FHISO). Listen how findmypast.com plans to ethi-
cally approach any and all partnerships with societies at 
http://tobtr.com/s/4138657. 

Society Membership Program
The dues members pay to their local genealogical societ-
ies are vital to that organization’s survival. Findmypast.
com created the Society Membership Program to be just 
one of the many valuable reasons to belong to an FGS 
member society. Through this program, findmypast.com 
will provide each member of a participating society a 
discount to a twelve-month world subscription equal to 
the value of the society’s individual membership dues. 
For example, if individual dues to a society are $50 per 
member, findmypast.com will create a code for that 
member to claim a $50 discount on its site. The maxi-
mum discount allowed would be $70. 

The participating society can use this discount as an 
added benefit of membership, helping to entice prospec-
tive members, as well as encouraging member renewals. 

Findmypast.com will assign a chief contact person 
to work with a society on implementing the logistics of 
the discount for their members. When an organization 
joins the Society Membership Program, the society will 
receive a marketing kit to help advertise this member 
discount to findmypast.com, perfect for use in either a 
society publication or other forms of communications. 
Joining the program is easy. Interested FGS member 
societies can fill out a form at http://s.zoomerang.com/
Survey/WEB22GR4D8CQNS to start the process. 
To learn more about this program, visit http://www.
findmypast.com/articles/work-with-us/partnering-with-
societies/society-membership-program. 

Societies across North America have already taken part 
in the program including: the Howard County (Missouri) 
Genealogical Society; the Oakland County (Michigan) 
Genealogical Society, http://www.ocgsmi.org/; the Central 
Arkansas Genealogical & Historical Society, http://caghs.
net; and the Toronto Branch of the Ontario Genealogical 
Society, http://www.torontofamilyhistory.org/.  

Findmypast.com is interested in ways societies 
can benefit from this partnership with FGS. Ideas or 
inquiries on the Society Data Initiative or the Society 
Membership Program can be e-mailed to 
societies@findmypast.com.
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Family History Information Standards  
Organisation
On 29 October 2012, the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
(FGS) announced that it had finalized plans to become a founding 
member of the Family History Information Standards Organisation 
(FHISO). As part of the process, FGS has designated Drew Smith, an 
FGS director, as its key organizational member representative. “Af-
ter RootsTech 2011, the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 
launched a Technology Initiative and committed itself to serving as 
a technological role model for its member societies. By becoming 
a founding member of FHISO, FGS provides yet another example 
of this leadership role in an area of technology that significantly 
impacts the lives of genealogists,” said Smith.

In the fall of 2010, a group of dedicated technologists and users 
formed the Build a BetterGEDCOM Project to improve data exchange 
standards and to facilitate sharing between researchers. In an effort 
to realize the project goals, a more structured, organized environ-
ment was needed and FHISO was created. 

FHISO plans to identify practices and trends requiring stan-
dardization in a transparent, collaborative environment, promoting 
innovation and consensus-building for the development of open 
standards, and providing education and other support to encourage 
standards adoption and use. The FHISO standards will be publicly 
available at zero or minimal cost on a nondiscriminatory basis. 
Anyone will be able to implement the standards for any purpose 
without royalty or license fees.

Membership
FHISO will be community-owned, with membership available to 
anyone interested in or materially affected by technology standards 
for genealogy and family history, including vendors, developers, 
technologists, users, and those who approach genealogy and family 
history from a scholarly perspective. Dues for an individual founding 
membership are $20 and an organizational founding membership is 
$20 to $100, depending on the number of organizational representa-
tives (up to five allowed). FHISO is not currently collecting any dues, 
but are keeping a growing list of those in the genealogical commu-
nity interested in becoming a founding member. Besides FGS, current 
founding members include Ancestry.com, brightsolid, Federation of 
Family History Societies, Mocavo, and Roots Magic. All members are 
to follow a Code of Conduct, http://fhiso.org/aboutfhiso/code-of-
conduct/, and operate without prejudice or bias toward any product, 
service, individual, ethnic group, culture, or country. To learn more 
about FHISO, visit http://fhiso.org/.

http://s.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22GR4D8CQNS
http://s.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22GR4D8CQNS
http://www.findmypast.com/articles/work-with-us/partnering-with-societies/society-membership-program
http://www.findmypast.com/articles/work-with-us/partnering-with-societies/society-membership-program
http://www.findmypast.com/articles/work-with-us/partnering-with-societies/society-membership-program
http://caghs.net
http://caghs.net
mailto:societies%40findmypast.com?subject=FGS
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Is it just me or did the 2012 holi-
day season fly by? Thanksgiving, 
Black Friday, and Cyber Monday 

are all now distant memories, as is 
the decorating of trees and houses, 
sending holiday cards, shopping for 
those last-minute gifts, and memo-
ries made during time spent with 
loved ones.

During November and Decem-
ber, many member societies found 
time to close out their 2012 meeting 
schedules with pot luck gatherings 
or holiday parties.  

Society highlights
On 19 November 2012, sixteen 
members and one guest of the 
Genealogical Roundtable of 
Concord, Massachusetts, http://
www.genealogicalroundtable.
com/, met at the Acton Memorial 
Library for the Roundtable’s annual 
November workshop. Members 
participated in asking questions 
regarding their research; telling of 
their research successes; showing 
some of their recent projects; and 
Marnie Oakes brought in her 
Flip-Pal and gave members a quick 
lesson on how to copy photos and 
records on this new “device.” The 
Roundtable does not plan to meet 
in December or January and will 
resume their monthly meetings on 
25 February 2013.

The Illinois State Genealogical 
Society (ISGS), announced its 2013 
webinar schedule, with the first to 
be Linda Woodward Geiger’s, cg, 
cgl, “Beyond the Draft Cards: Ad-

ditional Selective Service Records,” 
on Tuesday, 8 January 2013 at 8 
p.m. central time. Other scheduled 
webinars: “Citing Your Sources,” 
“Planning a Successful Heritage Re-
search Trip,” “Timelines,” “Research 
Calendars,” and more! All ISGS 
webinars are free and open to the 
public when presented live. After 
the live broadcast, an archived on-
demand copy will be available to 
ISGS members via their Members 
Section. To register or view the 
complete webinar list visit the ISGS 
website at http://www.ilgensoc.org. 

On Tuesday, 27 November 
2012, the Lafayette County Ge-
nealogy Society of Shullsburg, 
Wisconsin, http://www.rootsweb.
ancestry.com/~wilafcgs/, held 
a potluck Heritage Dinner. At-
tendees were asked to bring a dish 
to pass, ideally something their 
ancestors would have enjoyed, and 
also to bring stories about their 
family history.

The Virginia Beach Genealogi-
cal Society, http://www.vbgsva.org, 
had Diane L. Richard speak on 
“Genealogical Research and Reposi-
tories for North Carolina” at their 
13 December 2012 meeting. Their 
“How To” group discussed “Other 
Enumerations of Interest to Gene-
alogists” during their meeting on 
15 December. This group welcomes 
genealogists at all levels, including 
people just beginning genealogy, 
those experienced in genealogy, 
and those that may have hit a “brick 
wall” in their research and need 

some direction.
The Whittier Area Genealogical 

Society, Whittier, California, http://
www.cagenweb.com/kr/wags, en-
joyed “Show and Tell Family History 
Stories” on Saturday, 15 December 
2012. During their potluck lun-
cheon, members were encouraged to 
share research successes, who inher-
ited items from ancestors, stories, 
and Christmas memories. 

Remember:  
Society memberships make great 
gifts any time of the year for your 
favorite genealogist or to give to 
yourself! And, it’s certainly never 
too early to start making next 
year’s list! 

Member Society News
Tis the Season for Family History
By lisa A. Alzo

lisa A. Alzo

Take the 
FORUM 

reader 
survey!

Click heRe and let your 
voice be heard...
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My bag of tools has 
changed dramatically 
over the years, from 

a hand-held spiral notebook and 
pencil (my imitation of a family 
cub reporter), to the latest and 
greatest gadgets, at least those 
within my budget!

The predominant trend has been 
towards smaller, more powerful, 
and more versatile devices, enabling 
genealogists to carry better equip-
ment into repositories, resulting in 
higher quality and more efficient 
data collection.

Scanner
Like many other researchers, I 
have been thoroughly enjoying the 
use of my Flip-Pal scanner. It has 
replaced a larger, bulkier scan-
ner, along with a needed laptop 
when on the road. For those of 
you unfamiliar with this device, 
it is a compact, battery-powered 

mobile scanner. Slightly larger than 
a paperback book and weighing 
less than 1.5 pounds, the Flip-Pal 
is small enough to fit in most any 
gear bag, purse, or backpack. 

Its key feature, besides its size, 
is that it is a self-contained device, 
without the need for other equip-
ment or even external power. The 
use of batteries eliminates the need 
for power cords or outlets, yet still 
provides enough energy to handle 
hundreds of scans. Its onboard 
preview screen and removable SD 
memory card mean no bulky com-
puter is required for operation.

With its portability, I have found 
it to be very convenient to tackle 
some lingering projects. Even at 
the highest resolution of 600 dpi, it 
takes less than thirty seconds per 
scan, including the time to swap out 
photos. The ease has allowed me 
to socialize or watch a movie while 
rapidly working through boxes of 
family snapshots.

One drawback of Flip-Pal 
is that very same size. 

While terrific  
 

at capturing high-resolution print 
copies up to 4 x 6 inches in size, any-
thing larger requires a series of over-
lapping scans to be stitched together 
later into a single image. That being 
said, the stitching software bundled 
with Flip-Pal is almost foolproof 
and one of the best stitching applica-
tions I have used. I would certainly 
rather take a little extra effort to 
scan an original, instead of making 
a photocopy only to scan later. The 
other drawback is the small preview 
window. It really is just for that—pre-
views. The Flip-Pal is for acquiring 
scans quickly and conveniently. For 
anything beyond that, such as dis-
playing or editing, I rely on the next 
gadget in my toolbox.

Tablet
In the past I have been a desktop 
kind of guy, with a big desk, large 
monitor, scanner, and printer 
nearby. Obviously, this was not con-
ducive to taking my work with me. 
Eventually I began using a laptop, 
then a netbook. In neither case was 
I truly comfortable, because it still 
felt as if my work was scattered or 
fragmented. And then I started us-

ing a tablet.
In brief, a tablet is a mo-

bile computer with 
an integrated 

touch 
screen, 

somewhat akin 
to a large smartphone. 

They typically have a high-
resolution display, an integrated 

My Current Research Kit
By Randy Whited Randy Whited
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camera, and some form of wireless 
connectivity. These features are the 
dominant reason why I now use a 
tablet for genealogy.

Although I still have a desktop 
mindset, I have started to synchro-
nize or backup a lot of my important 
files to an Internet-based storage 
system that runs the gamut from 
e-mail, to photos, to my genealogy 
software data files. As long as the 
application or process I use is up-to-
date, I can access my research away 
from home on my tablet. 

In addition to allowing access to 
my research, tablets make it conve-
nient to edit or create text or photos 
on the go. This can be something 
as simple as editing some notes, 
jotting an e-mail, or as complex as 
adding data and sources of a great 
find. I find the use of a wireless 
keyboard to be indispensable when 
creating or editing content for any 
length of time. 

The other tablet feature I use 
a great deal is its built-in camera. 
Resolution and quality of cell phone 
and tablet cameras have increas-
ingly approached those of standard 
digital cameras. What this means for 
me is no waiting in the photocopy 
line for a hard copy of a document 
that is too large for my scanner and 
one I planned on digitizing anyway. 
With a steady hand and a simulated 
shutter click later, I can have an 
excellent copy of a document for my 
records, and zooming in on the im-
age provides a quick quality check to 
determine if I need a reshoot.

Which tablet is right for you? 
While the tablet market has a wide 
range of hardware features and qual-
ity, tablets typically are differentiated 
by their operating system. Currently, 
there is a plethora of operating sys-

tems for tablets, although the market 
is dominated by two leaders: Apple’s 
iOS, which powers the popular iPad, 
as well as iPhone, iPod and Apple 
TV products, and Google’s Android, 
which has seen great success in mo-
bile phones and has recently become 
popular in tablets. Both operating 
systems are easy to use and have 
similar functionality. And while there 
are many programs, or apps, com-
mon to both systems, a handful may 
be found in only one or the other. 
I would recommend research into 
the hardware, software, and costs of 
each tablet you might be interested in 
purchasing to help you decide which 
tablet would be best for you.

Bringing the two together
One of the drawbacks of many 
tablets, including the iPad, which I 
currently use, is the lack of a slot for 
an SD card. One thing I have missed 
with using a tablet is the ability to 
take photos with a digital camera or 
scans from my Flip-Pal, reviewing 
them, and then popping the device’s 
memory card into netbook card 
reader. If only there was an easy way 
to get my images from A to B.

Well, my new, favorite gadget 
does just that, and does it well. The 
Eye-Fi card is just like any other SD 
card except it adds Wi-Fi capability 
to any device. You place the Eye-Fi 
card into your camera, snap away, 
and it auto-magically uploads your 
photos to a location of your choice 
using the nearest Wi-Fi hotspot. Did 
I also mention the Flip-Pal uses this 
same memory card format and the 
iPad has Wi-Fi capability?

With the Eye-Fi card in my Flip-
Pal, my scans can be set to wirelessly 
transfer directly to my iPad, among 
other possibilities. This allows me 

to immediately preview each image 
I scan and to serve as a jumping-
off point for editing or backup. In 
testing I have found the transfer 
from scanner to tablet to take the 
same amount of time, or less, than 
the scan itself. I can now scan to my 
heart’s content without having to 
wait for the transfer to finish.

Bottom Line
All in all I am very happy with my 
current slate of gadgets. Powerful and 
light, I do not feel I have left anything 
behind. Here is what I haul around 
on a typical genealogical outing:
•	 Third	generation	iPad:	23	ounces	
•	 iPad	case:	10	ounces
•	 Flip-Pal	(with	batteries	and	Eye-

Fi card): 24 ounces
•	 Bluetooth	keyboard:	11	ounces

This doesn’t include the assorted 
peripherals, such as a USB cable 
or extra rechargeable batteries and 
charger. It also doesn’t include my 
occasional use of a projector, but 
at seventeen ounces I don’t really 
see that as a burden. More on that 
handy tool next time.

References
Flip-Pal: http://flip-pal.com/
Eye-Fi: http://www.eye.fi/

Blogs
http://androidgenealogy.blogspot.

com/
http://www.tamurajones.net/Free-

AndroidGenealogyApps.xhtml
https://familysearch.org/

techtips/2012/02/smartphone-
apps-genealogy

http://www.wired.com/
gadgetlab/2011/04/how-to-use-
eye-fi-direct-mode-with-your-
iphone-ipad/

http://androidgenealogy.blogspot.com/
http://androidgenealogy.blogspot.com/
http://www.tamurajones.net/FreeAndroidGenealogyApps.xhtml
http://www.tamurajones.net/FreeAndroidGenealogyApps.xhtml
https://familysearch.org/techtips/2012/02/smartphone-apps-genealogy
https://familysearch.org/techtips/2012/02/smartphone-apps-genealogy
https://familysearch.org/techtips/2012/02/smartphone-apps-genealogy
http://www.wired.com/gadgetlab/2011/04/how-to-use-eye-fi-direct-mode-with-your-iphone-ipad/
http://www.wired.com/gadgetlab/2011/04/how-to-use-eye-fi-direct-mode-with-your-iphone-ipad/
http://www.wired.com/gadgetlab/2011/04/how-to-use-eye-fi-direct-mode-with-your-iphone-ipad/
http://www.wired.com/gadgetlab/2011/04/how-to-use-eye-fi-direct-mode-with-your-iphone-ipad/
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The Harlow Family As-
sociation was founded in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, 

in 1939. The original founders 
included Mr. Theodore Parker 
Adams, Miss Alice Holmes Harlow 
of Plymouth, Massachusetts, and 
Mr. Gilbert Harlow Baker of New 
York City. This association, which 
consists of descendants from their 
pilgrim ancestor, Sergeant William 
Harlow (1625–1691), has met in 
Plymouth every year since their 
formation.

Their goal is to commemorate 
the name of their common ances-
tor by promoting historical and 
archaeological research of both real 
and personal objects in Plymouth, 
to acquire and encourage authentic 
historical and genealogical knowl-
edge of the records of Plymouth, 
and to acquire both real and per-
sonal property which may further 
the research. 

Their website has some interest-
ing photos, including the Harlow 
Old Fort house, a reproduction of 
the painting of the William Harlow 

home built in 1677, and others.
Their Seventy-third Annual 

Reunion was held in Plymouth on 
25–26 August 2012.

Their publication, Harlow Happen-
ings, is available online to its members 
via a password-protected site.

The group accepts annual mem-
berships as well as life memberships. 

Contact: Winfield Harlow, 483 
Grange Road, North Smithfield, RI 
02896-8169 or view their website at: 
http://www.harlowfamily.com.

The Geer Family Association 
(GFA) will hold its next general 
meeting in Ledyard, Connecticut, 
on the weekend of 21–23 June 
2013, hosted by GFA Registered 
Agent Ken Geer of Ledyard. The 
business meeting will be held 
at the Ledyard Congregational 
Church, as it has in the past. The 
association will elect officers, 
enjoy some presentations on local 
history and Geer family talks, and 
partake in other activities dur-
ing that weekend. There will also 

be tours of old Geer homes, the 
one-room Geer Hill Schoolhouse, 
cemeteries, including the grave of 
immigrant George Geer, and the 
Geer spring water tasting.

The Geer Family Association 
was formed in 1976 in Ledyard, 
Connecticut, home of the first 
Geer settler in this country. Their 
first reunion was held in Ledyard 
in June that same year, which also 
marked the commencement of 
their efforts to update their Geer 
genealogy, first printed in 1923 
by Walter Geer. The association’s 
newsletter was also initiated about 
this time. 

Brothers, George and Thomas 
Geer, emigrated from England in 
1638 and settled in Ledyard and 
Enfield, Connecticut, respectively. 
Among the name variants are: Gere, 
Gear, Geers, Geere, and others. 
Posted on the association’s website is 
the family tree of the descendants of 
George Geer of Heavitree, England, 
and his wife, Sarah Allyn, as well 
as other items of interest to Geer 
descendants.

Family Associations
By Christine Rose, CG, CGl, FASG
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Family Associations Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 Most of the members of the Ware Family Association are descendants of 

Robert Ware, an early immigrant to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Robert 
Ware came from England as a young man on one of the many boats that left 
the shores of England and landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony between 1622 and 1640. The 

association first found records of Robert as a settler in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1642. They 

continue to search for his origins, which Ware descendants have attributed to many different 

counties and regions of England.  The group has made an effort to display information on Wares of different localities. For ex-

ample, an article “Obadiah Ware: First Generation in Illinois January 1, 1795 – September 24, 

1876” is posted and furnishes some statistics and biography and includes a photo. Another arti-

cle “Robert Ware of Dedham, Massachusetts” displays a map and other items associated with 

Robert Ware.  [Contact: For membership email to mamh99@consolidated.net or visit their website at 

http://www.warefamilyassociation.com.]
* * * * * The Sackett Family Association is an active group, maintaining an up-to-date website with 

considerable information of interest for researchers of that family. A picture gallery provides 

shared photos that will enhance interest for all descendants. Listings of Notable Sacketts in-

cludes photos and biographical material. A member’s gallery allows others to “see” members of 

the group. Databases include Bibles and Diaries, Newspapers, Military Records, Census, Bap-

tisms, Births, Church Records, Tombstone and Monuments, Vital records, and others. The in-

formation from Thurmond King’s collection of Sackett material (over 27,000 items) has been 

digitized for use by researchers at the website. This family association is doing an admirable job 

and should be of great assistance to others.  [Contact: Visit their website at http://www.sackettfamily.info/association.htm.]*  *  * * *  Upon accessing the Jenney\Jenne website the researcher is met with a photograph of the 

original house of the group’s ancestor John Jenney. He arrived in Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1623 and his home is still the site of family reunions. The Jenney Grist mill, owned by others, is 

open for guided tours.   [Contact President Jonathan Wilber at jtwilber@yahoo.com, or visit their website at 

http://www.jenney-jenne-family.org/.]
*  *  * * *  The Boatright/Boatwrigt group is making a consolidated effort to share information from a 

variety of sources and locations. They stress that the information on their website is for clues 

only and not to be used for documentation. However, their posted data from a variety of sources 

will give researchers of this surname some avenues to pursue. 
 [Contact: email to MeMeC@alltel.net or visit their website at: 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ngcrawford/boatright/index.htm.]*  *  * * * 

Christine Rose
Christine Rose

The Harlow Family Association website The Greer Family Association website
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Their newsletter, photos, and 
some other records are available 
only to members.

Contact: Eugene W. Geer, 558 
Beers Street, Hazlet, NJ 07730, or 
visit their website at:

http://www.geerfamily.org/GFA2.
htm.

Revisited
We first reviewed the Sparks Fam-
ily Association in our June 1990 
column. 

This association was founded in 
March 1953 as a nonprofit organiza-
tion devoted to assembling and pre-
serving genealogical and historical 
materials pertaining to the Sparks 
Family in America. The first issue of 
their Quarterly was also published in 
March 1953. 

The founders of the association, 
Dr. Paul Emerson Sparks and Dr. 
Russell E. Bidlack, devoted many 

hours and years assisting descen-
dants of the Sparks family. The 
Quarterly’s fifty years of publication 
(1953–2003) comprises a total of 
5,780 pages of Sparks family history. 
Dr. Bidlick served as editor for many 
years prior to his death. His issues 
were particularly known for their 
beautiful photographs of Sparks 
descendants.

After Dr. Bidlack’s death, two 
Sparks descendants, Harold E. 
Sparks and James J. Sparks, un-
dertook the tremendous task of 
scanning more than 5,600 pages of 
the Sparks Quarterly to place the 
content on the Internet, includ-
ing running each page through an 
OCR (Optical Character Rec-
ognition) program to prepare it 
for editing. Each page was then 
converted to HTML language and 
reformatted, since original format-
ting was lost in the OCR process. 
This included correcting errors in-

troduced by the OCR program and 
completely re-typing every one 
of the many hundreds of census 
records in the process. 

All photographs were scanned 
separately and linked to the HTML 
pages to allow for faster download. 
A final edit was done to assure 
all issues conformed to a set of 
standards set up by the Quarterly 
editor and attempted to be as true 
to the original printed issues as 
possible. 

With only two exceptions, all 
scanning was done by Harold E., 
webmaster, and James J. Sparks, 
scanning editor) who also initi-
ated the website. Many hours were 
devoted to the project, benefitting all 
Sparks descendants. The project was 
mostly completed, with the excep-
tion of a few photos, in June 2002.
Visit their website at http://sparks-
familyassociation.net.

http://www.geerfamily.org/GFA2.htm
http://www.geerfamily.org/GFA2.htm
http://sparksfamilyassociation.net
http://sparksfamilyassociation.net
http://www.bcgcertification.org
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The 2012 FGS Conference 
in Birmingham, Alabama, 
brought society members and 

genealogy enthusiasts together for a 
great event, filled with history, fun, 
prizes, and wonderful memories. 

I had the pleasure to attend the 
Focus on Societies Day, which is held 
the Wednesday before the confer-
ence. It is always one of my favorite 
parts of the annual FGS conference 
because so much great information 
is provided for societies. 

The 2012 Focus on Societies Day 
provided lots of great guidance and 
suggestions for running a successful 
genealogical society in the technolog-
ically oriented twenty-first century. 

One of the common talking 
points in several sessions was the 
need for genealogical and historical 
societies to increase their physical 
presence in their communities. In 
the Plenary Session, FGS Vice Presi-
dent of Administration D. Joshua 
Taylor, ma, mls, encouraged attend-
ees to make their societies destina-
tions for local history resources, ac-
complished through increased group 
interaction with the public.

What kind of relationship does 
your society have with the com-
munity? Do the residents know 
who you are? What about your local 
leaders? Visitors Bureau? Media? 
Your society should be known as 
the go-to place for local history and 
genealogy resources, but in order to 
do that, societies need to be in-
volved in community events outside 
their monthly meetings.

This message resonated with me 
to the point that when I returned 
from the conference, I started looking 
at different ways genealogy societies 
were reaching out to the general pub-
lic. I found several examples, through 
reports in society blogs, and share 
them here to give your society new 
ideas for community participation.

Sign up for community events
FGS member the Root Cellar Sacra-
mento Genealogical Society, http://
www.rootcellar.org/, participated in 
the Sacramento Archives Crawl this 
past September. Four institutions 
opened their doors to “crawlers,” 
offering orientation of the participat-
ing institution’s exhibits and guid-
ance in accessing the institution’s 
materials. Regional repositories 
featured their rarely-seen holdings 
for the benefit of local history lovers.

This event provided an excellent 
opportunity for societies to interact 
with the community. The Root Cellar 
Sacramento Genealogical Society 
took advantage of this opportunity by 
being an exhibitor at the crawl event, 
sharing information about their soci-
ety and library holdings to an enthu-
siastic audience. The group published 
a press release about the event at 
their blog, http://rootcellarramblings.
blogspot.com/2012/09/2nd-annual-
sacramento-archives-crawl.html. This 
announcement was beneficial in sev-
eral ways: It publicized the society and 
its library; it publicized the event itself 
and the society’s participation in it; 
and it publicized the regional reposi-

tories involved in the event. This is a 
gesture that not only promotes library 
use, but it gives back to the commu-
nity in a very positive manner.

Partner up with libraries and 
societies
 “The Shape of the 21st Century Ge-
nealogical Society” was another great 
Focus on Societies Day session led 
by FGS Vice President of Member-
ship George G. Morgan. Like Taylor 
in the Plenary Session, Morgan also 
advised societies to get involved in 
their local communities. He sug-
gested partnering with libraries for 
special research events open to the 
public. Society members could be-
come more familiar with the library’s 
services and the general public could 
learn more about the society, leading 
to increased memberships. Publicity 
could also reach new audiences.

Morgan’s suggestion became real-
ity for the Jefferson County (Mis-
souri) Genealogical Society, http://
www.jcgsmo.org/, and the Northwest 
Branch of the Jefferson County 
Library this past fall. The society and 
library joined forces to produce a full-
day family history fair, complete with 
classes, prizes, and free access to the 
library’s genealogy databases. Public-
ity for the event was shared between 
the two. FGS member the Missouri 
State Genealogical Association, http://
www.mosga.org/, also promoted the 
fair to a wider audience through an 
announcement on their blog at http://
mosga.blogspot.com/2012/09/family-
history-fair-at-jefferson-county.html.

Genealogy Blogging
By Amy Coffin Amy Coffin

http://rootcellarramblings.blogspot.com/2012/09/2nd-annual-sacramento-archives-crawl.html
http://rootcellarramblings.blogspot.com/2012/09/2nd-annual-sacramento-archives-crawl.html
http://rootcellarramblings.blogspot.com/2012/09/2nd-annual-sacramento-archives-crawl.html
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 Another tip Morgan shared in 
his session was that societies should 
partner with other regional societ-
ies for larger events and programs, 
which would allow both groups 
to draw high-profile speakers and 
reach a larger audience. 

FGS members the Genealogical 
Society of Marion County (Indi-
ana), http://www.genealogyindy.
org/, and the Indiana Historical 
Society, http://www.indianahistory.
org/, combined forces in November 
2012 for a joint conference com-
plete with a headline speaker and 
great sessions not normally seen at 
smaller society meetings. This event 
drew the attention of the Indiana 
Genealogical Society, http://www.
indgensoc.org/, which publicized 
the day-long conference on their 
blog at http://indgensoc.blogspot.
com/2012/09/marion-county-soci-
ety-to-hold.html, thus reaching even 
more genealogy enthusiasts.

Be a media darling
In Taylor’s Plenary Session, he also 
said that local media should know 
your society as the source for local 
history information, and to come 
to you when they have questions. 
Get to know your own local media 
by pitching an interesting local 
history story to the newspaper, 
magazine, or television station. 
Research a famous local histori-
cal figure and tell his or her story 
on your society’s blog. Enhance 
the tale with photos and docu-
ments to make history come alive 
for the community. Reach out to 
your local leaders as well. Offer to 
assist them in learning about their 
ancestors in order to illustrate the 
value of family history and records 
preservation. This process would 

also make great publicity for your 
society and blog.

FGS member Eastern Washing-
ton Genealogical Society (EWGS), 
http://www.ewgsi.org/, recently 
reached out to their local public 
television station and volunteered 
as a group to fund-raise during 
the channel’s pledge drive. EWGS 
members collected $3,300 for the 
station with their efforts. They also 
had a great time while volunteer-
ing in the community. Read more 
about their volunteer spirit at the 
EGWS blog at http://ewgs-spokane.
blogspot.com/2012/09/ewgs-ksps-
last-sunday.html>.

Be a genealogical tourism 
destination
Taylor also discussed the concept of 
“genealogy tourism” in his Plenary 
Session. Oftentimes, we think of 
vacations in terms of sand and surf, 
but family history trips are also part 
of vacation plans. When you are 
in another town for a meeting, or 
just passing through, do you stop at 
cemeteries, libraries, or courthouses 
for a little genealogy research? 
People do the same when they come 
to your town. Is your society vis-
ible to genea-tourists? Make sure 
your society’s meeting information 
is published online so visitors can 
plan their trip. If you have a library 
or special local collections, provide 
information on them in your blog 
and website.

Need more ideas to highlight 
your society’s value and to promote 
genealogy tourism in your area? 
Check out the special Genealogy 
Section of the Oklahoma Tourism 
& Recreation Department’s website, 
http://www.travelok.com/genealogy. 
The site lists their genealogy resourc-

es by county, making it easier for 
visitors to plan their family history 
trips. Consider doing something 
similar for your society. You can 
feature special locations, historical 
citizens, library collections, legends, 
and more in regular tourism-themed 
blog posts.

Bring local history alive
Does your society participate in 
special local community events? 
Blog all about it! You will attract visi-
tors from near and far. The Eastern 
Washington Genealogical Society 
is part of a fabulous annual event, 
Walking with Ancestors, that takes 
place in a local cemetery. Guides 
lead attendees through a tour of 
the graves of historical community 
members. Actors in period costumes 
assume the roles of some of the cem-
etery’s deceased inhabitants and tell 
their stories. Regional historical and 
genealogical societies host booths 
and volunteers give demonstrations 
and presentations. Read more about 
the society’s experiences at this event 
at http://ewgs-spokane.blogspot.
com/search/label/Walking%20
With%20Ancestors. Think of ways 
your own society can publicize local 
history events to the general public.

Parting thoughts
“Community” was one of the buzz-
words shared by several present-
ers during the 2012 FGS Focus on 
Societies Day. I’ve shared just some 
of the ways societies are increasing 
their presence in their communities 
by publishing these events on their 
blogs. Hopefully, these examples 
will give your group new marketing 
ideas and opportunities to highlight 
your society’s value through a gene-
alogy blog.

http://www.genealogyindy.org/
http://www.genealogyindy.org/
http://www.indgensoc.org/
http://www.indgensoc.org/
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2012/09/marion-county-society-to-hold.html
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2012/09/marion-county-society-to-hold.html
http://indgensoc.blogspot.com/2012/09/marion-county-society-to-hold.html
http://ewgs-spokane.blogspot.com/search/label/Walking%20With%20Ancestors
http://ewgs-spokane.blogspot.com/search/label/Walking%20With%20Ancestors
http://ewgs-spokane.blogspot.com/search/label/Walking%20With%20Ancestors
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The RPAC Committee spon-
sored three very productive 
and informative sessions 

at the FGS National Conference 
held in Birmingham, Alabama, last 
September. The first session, “RPAC 
Update,” featured FGS Legal Advisor 
Fredrick E. Moss, RPAC President 
David E. Rencher, ag, cg, figrs, 
fuga, and International Associa-
tion of Jewish Genealogical Societies 
Public Records Access Monitoring 
Committee chair Jan Meisels Allen. 
New RPAC state liaisons were intro-
duced and information on current 
RPAC concerns was shared. Moss 
introduced the speakers and set up 
remote access for those who could 
not attend the session. Rencher gave 
an overview of the committee’s work 
with emphasis on the success stories 
genealogists and RPAC members 
have had with records preserva-
tion and access. Allen discussed the 
Toolkit for State Liaisons available 
on the FGS website, http://www.fgs.
org/rpac, and thanks to technology, 
her presentation was given remotely 
from her home.

Rencher presented the second 
RPAC session, “Record Access in a 
Post-9/11 World,” at the Wednesday 
FGS luncheon He shared with at-
tendees the steady push local, state, 
and national officials were using to 
restrict records genealogists use un-
der the guise of “national security” 
or “identity theft.” He also shared 
ways genealogical societies could be 
proactive in that effort.

The last RPAC session, “Genealo-
gists: Why Do Officials Hate/Ignore 
Us?,” featured Fred Moss, who 
shared information on how to effec-
tively articulate reasons for keep-
ing vital records open to the public 
while insuring safety and security of 
information from people who want 
to steal someone’s identity. 

RPAC appreciated the timeliness 
of bloggers, like Judith Russell, the 
Legal Genealogist, in alerting gene-
alogists to the above-mentioned ses-
sions. Please check the FGS RPAC 
site at http://www.fgs.org/rpac/ for 
up-to-date information regarding 
records preservation and access.

Records Preservation  
Donation
The estate of Jon Stedman, Denton, 
Texas, donated $135,000 to the FGS 
Preserve the Pensions campaign, 
the largest donation of its kind to 
this project. Seven million pages 
of the War of 1812 pension files 
will be digitized and preserved for 
current and future generations to 
search for free.

National Archives and  
Records Administration
As mentioned in the FGS FORUM 
Spring 2012 RPAC column, some 
of the records from Archives II in 
College Park, Maryland, would be 
moved to the National Personnel 
Records Center in St. Louis, Mis-
souri. The massive movement of 
records to their new home began 

in June. Among these records are: 
Army General Courts Martial Case 
File 1918–1938; 20th Century Mili-
tary “Burial Case Files,” 1915–1939, 
20th Century Military Apps. for 
Headstones, 1925–1963; Depart-
ment of Memorial Affairs, Applica-
tions for Headstones and Markers, 
1965–1985, Deceased and War 
Casualty Seaman’s Records, 1937–
1950, Old USMC Enlisted OMPFs 
“Service Records of Enlisted Men,” 
1867–1904, Panama Canal Rail-
road Company Official Personnel 
Files, 1896–1920, Merchant Vessel 
Personnel Division, Card Records of 
Licenses Issued to Merchant Ma-
rine Officers, 1910–1946, and 201 
Chaplain Files, 1917–1950. These 
records will be unavailable during 
the move.

Records Preservation and 
Access Committee (RPAC)
By linda mcCleary

linda mcCleary

http://www.fgs.org/rpac
http://www.fgs.org/rpac
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http://www.hss.state.ak.us/dph/bvs/
http://www.hss.state.ak.us/dph/bvs/
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/CDPHE-CHEIS/CBON/1251593016787
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/CDPHE-CHEIS/CBON/1251593016787
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/CDPHE-CHEIS/CBON/1251593016787
http://dhmh.maryland.gov/vsa/SitePages/apps.aspx
http://dhmh.maryland.gov/vsa/SitePages/apps.aspx
http://dhmh.maryland.gov/vsa/SitePages/apps.aspx
http://www.genealogyguys.com
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Book Reviews
By Paul milner

What a wonderful re-
minder of my options of 
methodologies for doing 
successful and reliable 
research. The QuickSheet 
presents four models: the 
Research Process Model; 
the Research Analysis 
Model; the Identity Trian-
gulation Model; and the 
Reliability Model. Each 
model is different, and as 
researchers we may bounce 
around between the differ-
ent models. However, at-
tempting to solve a specific 
problem focusing on a 
specific methodology will 
often increase the likeli-
hood of success. 

Each model is de-
fined, then described and 
explained with bulleted key 
points under sub-headings. 
For example, the principle 

of the Identity Triangula-
tion Model is described 
as “Identity is more than 
a name. It is every known 
detail of a human life. 
Identity is determined by 
triangulating three things: 
persona, relationships, and 
origin.” The expansion of 
that principle explains how 
persona is determined 
by …; relationships are 
proved by …; and origin 
is determined by …. In 
addition, triangulation also 
requires some additional 
points all of which are 
briefly outlined. 

At the end of each 
search a research report 
should be written to docu-
ment the work that has 
been done. This should 
describe: the information 
with which one started; 

the research findings, both 
positive and negative; 
the evaluation, including 
all analyses, hypotheses, 
and/or conclusions; and 
completed by all attach-
ments. This, of course, 
is expanded upon in the 
QuickSheet, but is a good 
reminder of what should 
be included in a report, 
either for one’s self or a 
client. Such a report will 
enable one to pick up their 
research again after many 
years, and know what work 
has already been done and 
what remains to be accom-
plished. This QuickSheet 
is an inexpensive tool for 
anyone seeking to do good 
research and succeed, and 
that should include us all. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

QuickSheet: The Historical 
Biographer’s Guide to the Research 
Process. By Elizabeth Shown 
Mills. Published by genealogical 
Publishing Company, 3600 Clipper 
Mill Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21211. http://www.
genealogical.com. 2012. 4 pages, 
laminated. $8.95
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Book Reviews Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Reviews” 
column. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Genealogy and the Law in Canada. By Dr. Margaret Ann Wilkin-
son. Co-published by Ontario Genealogical Society and Dundern 
Press. Purchase from Dundern Press, 3 Church Street, Suite 500, 
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1M2, Canada. www.dundern.com. 2010. 
128 pp. Softcover. CAN$19.99.

 As a law professor at the University of Western Ontario with a doctoral 
dissertation in personal data protection, the author has supervised doc-
toral students with award-winning work in copyright, traditional knowl-
edge and informational policy. Dr. Wilkinson also has a strong interest in 
genealogy and has spoken widely in Canada on the subject. Her legal cre-
dentials and her genealogy lecturing lend authority to this text. At the 
same time the text reads well, enabling the genealogist to clearly under-
stand pertinent legal issues and concerns, including the grey areas in the 
current laws.  The book is divided into five chapters: privacy and personal data pro-
tection; business of genealogy; cemeteries as sources of genealogical in-
formation; copyright in genealogy; and genealogy and libel law. The in-
troduction clearly states which chapters will be relevant to whom. Re-

searchers outside Canada will find chapters 1 and 3 may be relevant, while chapters 2 and 4 will 

explain attitudes of acquaintances in Canada. For personal researchers in Canada chapters 1, 3, 

4 and 5 are relevant, while professional researchers (practicing or prospective) in Canada will 

need to study the whole book.  This reviewer, although U.S. based, found the book to be an excellent reminder that the U.S. 

way of doing things is not the only way. This title would be a good study for any group of serious 

researchers or professionals who want to explore how the law and genealogy interact. The book 

explains well the law in Canada, but also highlights some of the important differences between it 

and U.S. law. For example, there are good discussions on Crown copyright, ownership of work 

for hire, personal data protection and more. Importantly, the author points out that many of the 

suggestions being made within the Canadian genealogical community as ways of getting around 

the law will not hold up in court if they are challenged.  
 This book is a must for any genealogical library or professional researcher in Canada, and 

should be considered seriously for any Canada collections in U.S. libraries, and for the personal 

collections of professionals who want to understand the law and its relationship to genealogy. 
Paul Milner Park Ridge, Illinois * * * * *The Medway Valley: A Kent Landscape Transformed. By Andrew Hann. A Victoria 

County History Publication, published by Phillimore & Co., Chichester, West Sus-

sex, PO20 2DD, UK. www.phillimore.co.uk. 2009. ix, 182 pp. Illustrations, index, 

maps. Softcover. £14.99.  This book follows the new format for the old Victoria County History Series. The Series seeks 

to make quality local history material readily available. The volumes, titled England’s Past for 

Everyone, are written by academic and local historians.  
 This book is about the industrial change in the lower Medway valley between Rochester and 

Paul MilnerPaul MilnerPaul milner
Publications for review should be sent to Paul at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, IL 60068.

It is amazing how much 
great content, important 
to everyone from begin-
ners to professionals, can 
be packed into four pages. 
This piece is one item 
in the Evidence Series of 
QuickSheets supplement-
ing the author’s Evidence 
Explained: Citing Sources 
from Artifacts to Cyber-
space, rev. ed. 

The QuickSheet begins 
by explaining what the 

FAN principle is — “to 
prove identity, origin, and 
parentage, study individu-
als in the context of their 
FAN Club: Family, Associ-
ates, and Neighbors.” It 
explains the starting point 
and its analysis of Who, 
What, When, Where, 
Why, and How frequent. 
It clearly identifies and ex-
plains seven major prob-
lems with work-arounds. 
The QuickSheet continues 

by showing how to apply 
the principle to fourteen 
common resources, fol-
lowed by a visual of “The 
Problem-solving Spiral,” 
with explanations of its 
different stages. The final 
page illustrates targeted 
research using the FAN 
principle, moving out-
wards from the targeted 
person one is researching.

For anyone who has 
heard Ms. Mills present on 

Note: Book info appears on page 31.

http://www.genealogical.com
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QuickSheet: The Historical 
Biographer’s Guide to Cluster 
Research (the FAN Principle). By 
Elizabeth Shown Mills. Published by 
genealogical Publishing Company, 
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, Maryland 21211.  
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2012. 4 pages, laminated. $8.95

Quicksheet: The Historical 
Biographer’s Guide to Finding 
People in Databases and Indexes. 
By Elizabeth Shown Mills. 
Published by genealogical 
Publishing Company, 3600 Clipper 
Mill Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21211. http://www.
genealogical.com. 2012. 4 pages, 
laminated. $8.95

As researchers, we use 
databases and indexes 
whenever we can, for they 
can be valuable finding 
aids, providing a shortcut 
to the information we are 
seeking. However, no mat-
ter how good the indexing 
or the computerization 
of that dataset, they will 
at times prevent us from 
finding what we are seek-
ing and expect to find in 
a particular resource. We 
will then attempt work-
arounds to get what we 
want or hope to find. 

What this QuickSheet 
does is to provide us with a 
systematic way of search-
ing indexes and databases. 

It first outlines seven pro-
active strategies and then 
examines major consid-
erations, such as: erratic 
spelling; family names vs. 
surnames; female name us-
age; penmanship; regional 
dialects; translations and 
adaptations; and com-
position of finding aids, 
covering arrangements of 
entries and applied selec-
tion criteria. The bulk of 
the QuickSheet is a table 
of common anomalies 
and errors, broken down 
by anomaly types, typical 
problems, and examples. 

If you are a person who 
easily finds everyone you 
are looking for in every 

database you search, you 
don’t need this piece. But 
for the typical researcher 
who regularly runs into 
roadblocks and needs 
ideas on how to search for 
the specific name, then 
this piece will surely give 
you some options on what 
may have gone wrong, 
how the name may have 
changed, or been cor-
rupted. It is a very nice 
addition to the Evidence 
Series of QuickSheets sup-
plementing the author’s 
Evidence Explained: Citing 
Sources from Artifacts to 
Cyberspace, rev. ed. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

It is easy to find books 
about the Great War 
(World War I). Books 
explaining or providing 
an overview of the War; 
books about specific 
battles or campaigns, and 
even books about specific 
regiments are all relatively 
easy to locate. It is much 
harder to find the mili-
tary stories of individual 
soldiers that non-family 

would want to read. This 
book is a great example 
of how to write good war 
stories about the lives of 
individual soldiers, and 
most importantly, how to 
make an interesting read, 
something all family histo-
rians struggle to do.

The book begins with 
a brief guide to Great War 
research. It addresses med-
als and medal index cards, 

suggests sources when the 
soldier died or when he 
lived, operational records, 
officer listings, honors and 
awards, rolls of honor, and 
newspapers. The chapter 
also identifies the neces-
sary and most helpful 
websites one will use in 
their research. This guide 
is intended to highlight the 
sources a person will use 
in starting their research, 

the FAN principle, or has 
read her writings on the 
subject, it all makes per-
fect sense. But the reality 
is that the devil is in the 
details, and no matter how 
much one understands 
the principle, a reminder 
is very helpful. This 

QuickSheet is a simple 
and easy way to carry that 
reminder wherever one is 
researching. The princi-
ples described and applied 
on this QuickSheet are 
appropriate for the begin-
ner, the professional, and 
everyone in between. In 

other words this Quick-
Sheet will be of value to all 
researchers and is highly 
recommended. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Note: Book info appears on page 32.
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Tracing Your Naval Ancestors: A 
Guide for Family Historians. By 
Simon Fowler. Published by Pen & 
Sword Family history, 47 Church 
Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire 
S70 2AS, uK. uS Distributor: 
Casemate Publishing, 1016 Warrior 
Road, Drexel hill, PA 19026. http://
www.casemateathena.com. 2011. 
xi, 186 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $24.95

useful for beginners, but 
it is not intended to be a 
how-to for Great War re-
search. A short up-to-date 
bibliography highlights 
some good how-to books 
for more specific research. 

The focus of the book 
is twelve stories about a 
wide spectrum of fight-
ing personnel from the 
Great War. It is especially 
nice that the stories cover 
a wide variation in terms 
of : time (beginning, 
middle, and end of the 
war); length of service; 
career soldiers, volunteers, 
PALS and conscripts; 
branches of service (Army, 
Air Force, Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve, and 
Territorial Force); and lo-

cations, primarily France 
and Flanders, but includes 
Gallipoli and Palestine. All 
the stories put a specific 
individual into a specific 
time and place and de-
scribe what is happening 
in his life, even if in reality 
little is actually known 
about the individual. The 
stories are well-illustrated 
with photographs of 
the soldier in question, 
soldiers from their unit 
often in action, and maps 
showing where the action 
was taking place. The sto-
ries are lightly footnoted 
with information from 
personal letter collections, 
memoirs, and regimental 
or divisional histories. All 
the stories conclude with 

a section on researching 
that particular soldier 
in their specific context, 
which will provide the re-
searcher with some good 
ideas. The book concludes 
with a short bibliography 
recommending some of 
the better how-to books 
for World War I research. 

This book will be of 
interest to anyone with 
World War I ancestors 
who wants to under-
stand their lives and their 
stories, especially if they 
are interested in reading 
some good examples on 
how to write up the stories 
of their own ancestors to 
make them come alive. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Even the author admits 
that researching a Royal 
Naval ancestor can be 
intimidating, especially 
in comparison to work-
ing with the records of the 
British Army or the Royal 
Air Force. Yet, Fowler pro-
vides a clear guide on how 
to use and access these 
records found in numer-
ous repositories around 
the British Isles. The bulk 
of the records are found 
at The National Archives 
at Kew, and he recognizes 
that Tracing Your Naval 
Ancestors by Bruno Pap-
palardo will be needed to 
fully use this repository, 
but it is the identifica-
tion of resources in other 

locations, including the 
Internet, that makes this 
a valuable addition for 
Royal Navy research.

The book begins by 
providing a short introduc-
tion on how to get started 
in your research, empha-
sizing which common, 
generally utilized records 
may provide indications 
of a career in the Royal 
Navy. Records of officers 
and ratings can be located 
back to 1660, with a higher 
rate of success than is likely 
to be found with the land 
forces. The discussion for 
officers and ratings are dif-
ferent and thus separated 
into two chapters, yet these 
chapters appropriately 

cover the whole period up 
to 1914. A separate chapter 
addresses all levels of the 
service after 1914. Addi-
tional chapters address the: 
auxiliary services (of which 
there are many) and the 
coastguard; care of the sick 
and wounded; the Royal 
Marines; researching ships; 
and HM Dockyards. Ap-
pendices identify: the large 
number of different naval 
ratings, how they compare 
with one another as they 
existed in 1853; documents 
now held by the Fleet Air 
Arm Museum; how to ac-
cess merchant navy records 
(since many Royal Navy 
personnel also served on 
these ships); jackspeak, the 

How Your Ancestors Lived: Great 
War Lives– A Guide for Family 
Historians. By Paul Reed. 
Published by Pen & Sword 
Family history, 47 Church Street, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 
2AS, uK. uS Distributor: Casemate 
Publishing, 1016 Warrior Road, 
Drexel hill, PA 19026. http://
www.casemateathena.com. 
2010. vii, 215 pp. Illustrations, 
index. hardcover. $39.95

http://www.casemateathena.com
http://www.casemateathena.com
http://www.casemateathena.com
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language of the navy; use-
ful addresses; and bibliog-
raphy.

There are many records 
to use for naval research, 
which varies depending 
upon the time period. 
This book gets you into 
these voluminous records, 

explains what they contain 
and is well-illustrated. It is 
also up-to-date highlight-
ing which records are on-
line, and there are many. 

This book would 
make a fine addition to a 
personal or genealogical 
library for anyone in-

terested in Royal Naval 
ancestors, British military, 
and any British Isles refer-
ence collection because 
of the sheer number of 
families with maritime 
ancestors. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

If you have a doctor, 
dentist, midwife, nurse, 
or anyone in the medical 
profession in the British 
Isles, then this book is for 
you. The book is split into 
four sections: the medi-
cal profession; the nurs-
ing profession; patients; 
and sources. The sections 
on the medical profes-
sions provide background 
information on work-
ing conditions, training, 
qualifications, and how the 
different specialties devel-
oped and separated from 
one another over time. 
Work environments are 
described for those work-
ing in institutions, such 
as hospitals, workhouses 
or asylum; plus for those 
working in the military or 
in a local general practice. 

The section addressing 
sources is thorough, but 
the author makes no claim 
to being comprehensive be-
cause of all the specialties 
that have developed. This 
important section begins 
by addressing the com-
mon sources which might 
provide the first clue to 

someone in the profession, 
such as a census, trade di-
rectories, obituaries, wills, 
and biographical sources. 
The rest of this section 
addresses different seg-
ments of the group, such 
as: physicians, surgeons 
and apothecaries; military 
medical officers; other 
medical professions (anes-
thetists, dentists, gynecolo-
gists, opticians, pharma-
cists, druggists, and more); 
civilian nurses; military 
nurses; and other nurses. 
What becomes clear from 
this section is that there 
are a lot of good special-
ized sources available in 
which to research, espe-
cially for the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. 
Earlier records were often 
created, but survival issues 
are always a question, but 
the book suggests where 
to look. The appendices: 
explain nursing terminol-
ogy; provide a glossary of 
medical qualifications of 
which there are many; an 
alphabetical listing of use-
ful contacts; and a bibliog-
raphy for deeper research. 

The book is well-
illustrated and provides 
numerous case studies 
illustrating the details that 
can be found within the 
records. The book puts 
the medical profession 
into social and histori-
cal context. The section 
on sources, (many of 
which are very special-
ized but available), point 
the researcher in the right 
direction and describes 
the differences between 
similar sources (e.g. 
Registers and Directories) 
and explains why all need 
to be sought. The book 
does focus on the English 
medical profession, but 
numerous resources are 
provided for Scotland 
and Ireland, and how its 
educational institutions 
allowed, and encouraged, 
mobility.

This is a specialized 
topic with its own sources, 
making this book a must 
for anyone seeking ances-
tors in the medical profes-
sion in the British Isles.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your Medical Ancestors: 
A Guide for Family Historians. 
By Michelle higgs. Published 
by Pen & Sword Family history, 
47 Church Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire S70 2AS, uK. uS 
Distributor: Casemate Publishing, 
1016 Warrior Road, Drexel 
hill, PA 19026. http://www.
casemateathena.com. 2011. 
vii, 181 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $24.95
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The Channel Islands have 
been possessions of the 
English Crown since 1204, 
known as Crown Depen-
dencies, and consist of 
seven inhabited islands, 
and several uninhabited 
islands, situated in the Bay 
of Mont St. Michael, be-
tween the French provinc-
es of Normandy and Brit-
tany. The inhabited islands 
are: Alderney, Brecqhou, 
Guernsey, Herm, Jersey, 
Jethou, and Sark. The 
islands are self-governing, 
and many of their laws are 
Norman French in origin. 
Until the middle of the 
twentieth century, French 
was the official language 
and many surnames and 
place names are French in 
origin. The islanders spoke 
their own patois language, 
but the written records 
are kept in French. With 
small islands, intermar-
riages between cousins are 
common, and the small 
number of surnames can 
make for confusing family 
trees. Plus, easy move-
ment between the islands 
means that multi-island 
research may be necessary. 
Additionally, the arrival of 
Calvinist ministers from 
the sixteenth century on-
wards reduced the number 
of Christian names that 
could be chosen. The book 
suggests a wide variety of 
sources that can be used to 
sort out these family com-
plexities and build a proper 
family history.

Many of the genealogi-
cal records in the Chan-
nel Islands are similar to 
those in England, but with 
notable differences, both 
between the islands and 
the mainland (which is 
what the locals call Eng-
land — not France), and 
the islands themselves. 

The book is divided into 
five sections. The short first 
section examines Internet 
sources and sources outside 
of the islands. The follow-
ing four sections address 
the history and records of: 
Jersey; Guernsey, Harm 
and Jethou; Alderney; and 
Sark. Each section then 
provides: a general de-
scription of the geography, 
history and administration; 
civil records and censuses; 
church registers, names, 
and cemeteries; property 
and official records; educa-
tion, employment, and 
crime; and military and 
migration. Researchers 
are first likely to read the 
information addressing the 
island/s on which they are 
seeking ancestors. After 
that they should read the 
Jersey and Guernsey sec-
tions, especially the parts 
concerning parish registers, 
as they will find general 
comments about naming 
patterns and local customs. 
One local custom being 
marriages often took place 
at 6 a.m. so that the couples 
could leave the island on 
the mail boat for their 
honeymoon. Movement 

between the islands was 
common enough that read-
ing the whole book will be 
beneficial to anyone doing 
research in the islands. 

The book concludes 
with some useful practi-
cal additions: glossary of 
French and English terms 
found in registers and 
court documents; direc-
tory of family history 
societies, libraries, and ar-
chives; directory of places 
of historic interest to visit; 
and a select bibliography 
for each of the islands. 

Migration from the 
islands to North America, 
the British Isles, and to the 
far flung corners of the 
British Empire is common. 
It has been over twenty 
years since this authors 
research guide to Jersey has 
been published and there is 
little available on the other 
islands. This book provides 
an excellent, thorough up-
to-date guide to the records 
of the different islands, how 
and where to access them, 
and how to use them to 
construct a family tree. It 
is unfortunate that many 
of the records can only be 
accessed on the islands, but 
external sources are indi-
cated where available. This 
is an excellent how-to guide 
for anyone with Channel 
Island ancestry, or for any 
genealogical collection 
in areas where Channel 
Islanders migrated. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Tracing Your Channel Islands 
Ancestors: A Guide for Family 
Historians. By Marie-Louise 
Backhurst. Published by Pen 
& Sword Family history, 47 
Church Street, Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire S70 2AS, uK. uS 
Distributor: Casemate Publishing, 
1016 Warrior Road, Drexel 
hill, PA 19026. http://www.
casemateathena.com. 2011. 
viii, 184 pp. Illustrations, index. 
Softcover. $24.95
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The Irish Historic Town 
Atlas series has now pro-
duced twenty-four sets of 
facsimiles for twenty-two 
towns (currently two sets 
for Dublin and Belfast 
each) providing a critical 
mass of maps and inter-
pretive materials to make 
comparisons between 
town geography and 
developmental histories 
possible. One of the issues 
is that many research-
ers using the maps don’t 
know enough about maps, 
their design, or their sym-
bols to fully understand 
or interpret what they 
are looking at. This book 
aims to, and succeeds, in 
helping to address this 
shortcoming.  

The book has two 
audiences in mind. The 
first are teachers and their 
students in primary, sec-
ondary, and tertiary levels 
of education. The second 
broad target group is to 
self-directed researchers, 
such as post-graduates 
and university academ-
ics, planning and heritage 
services, and although 
not mentioned, would 
certainly include all fam-
ily historians seeking to 
put their ancestors into a 
specific town in both time 
and space. 

The guidebook is 
divided into four sec-
tions, each with a spe-
cific theme. The first two 
themes: the concept of the 
map; and clues to the past 

hidden in the map, are 
more strongly cartograph-
ical and geographical. The 
second two themes: town 
life and key periods in the 
history of town life, are 
more strongly chrono-
logical and historical. The 
book succeeds in striking 
a balance between the 
dimensions of time and 
space. Each of the four 
themes is divided into 
teaching units. The units 
themselves each have an 
introduction to the specif-
ic topic, followed by two 
geographical case studies 
on that topic. There are 
176 color maps and illus-
trations selected from full 
current series of twenty-
four atlases, ensuring wide 
geographic coverage. Each 
unit also has five ques-
tions for self-testing to 
increase comprehension 
of what has been learned. 
These questions are not 
necessarily easy, but are 
designed to make sure the 
student understands what 
has been read, e.g. What 
was a burgage plot? Why 
were streets in medieval 
towns narrow? What were 
the functions of a bride-
well? Why did municipal 
boundaries remain ill-
defined for so long? What 
are the advantages and 
disadvantages of using the 
gazetteer of topographical 
information in research-
ing the previous use of 
urban property? These 
are just a sample of the 

330 questions designed 
to facilitate learning and 
understanding. The book 
concludes with a short, 
but good bibliography 
on resources for under-
standing Irish maps, map 
making, town design, and 
history.

This guidebook is a 
must for anyone who has 
ancestors living in any 
of the twenty-two towns 
covered by the Irish His-
toric Town Atlas series and 
seeks to understand how 
the community changed 
over time. It will also be 
of assistance to anyone 
with ancestors in an urban 
area for which maps have 
been obtained, even if not 
yet covered by the series. 
Interestingly, the book 
will also be of assistance 
to anyone who likes to 
study maps. It should be 
added to any library with 
a good map collection as 
an instructional tool, no 
matter the geographic 
coverage of the maps. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

Reading the Maps: A Guide to 
the Irish Historic Towns Atlas. By 
Jacinta Prunty and h.B. Clarke. 
Published by the Royal Irish 
Academy, Irish historic Towns 
Atlas, 19 Dawson Street, Dublin 
2, Ireland, http://www.ria.ie. 
u.S. Distributor: International 
Specialized Book Services, 920 
NE 58th Ave., Suite 300, Portland 
OR 97213 http://www.isbs.com. 
2011. xxii, 242 pp. Illustrations, 
index, maps. Softcover. $35
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Directory of Irish Archives. Fifth 
Edition. By Seamus helferty and 
Raymond Refausse. Published 
by Four Courts Press, 7 Malpas 
Street, Dublin 8, Ireland,  
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie. 
u.S. Distributor: International 
Specialized Book Services,  
920 NE 58th Ave., Suite 300, 
Portland OR 97213  
http://www.isbs.com. 2011.  
240 pp. Index. Softcover. $35

This important directory 
of Irish archives and its 
collections continues to 
expand. The first edition 
was published in 1988 
identifying 224 archives, 
with subsequent editions 
in 1993, 1999, 2003 and 
this, the fifth edition, with 
269 archives. 

The introduction to the 
book is a short politicized 
essay on the current state 
of archives administration 
in Ireland, especially with 
regard to decisions being 
made by politicians with-
out advice being obtained 
from the archives commu-
nity. On a positive note it 
does highlight the move-
ment of some major col-
lections into new custom-
built archival facilities. It 
also describes the meth-
odology for the gathering 
of the data included in the 
guidebook.

The 269 archives are 
listed in approximately 
alphabetical order. The 

information provided for 
each archives includes: 
formal name; address; 
telephone number; e-mail 
address; website; en-
quires to; access methods; 
published guides; and 
a description of major 
collections. There is an 
appendix identifying the 
twenty archives that, since 
the prior edition, have 
been renamed, amalgam-
ated, transferred holdings 
to another curatorship, or 
have ceased to exist. 

The difficult part of 
using a guidebook like 
this is finding the specific 
collection and institution 
that has exactly what you 
need. However, a careful 
read of the guidebook will 
likely highlight collections 
you may not have thought 
of for your research. Luck-
ily, many of the institu-
tions have a geographic 
place or a specific subject 
matter included in their 
title to make them obvi-

ous choices to examine 
more closely and they can 
usually be readily found 
in the index. However, 
there are enough name 
collections or institutions 
without any indication of 
place that careful reading 
is needed, e.g. Chester 
Beatty Library, Crawford 
Art Gallery, etc. 

All collections of Irish 
materials should add this 
new guide. However, as to 
whether you can remove 
earlier guides from the 
collection, the answer 
should be a qualified no. 
Close examination of the 
collection descriptions 
shows numerous edits and 
changes, with many addi-
tions, but also deletions. 
This means that it may 
be an older version of the 
guidebook that contains 
the gem you need for your 
research. I will be keeping 
my older guides.

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

As genealogists we are, 
or should be, putting our 
ancestors into historical 
context, but what that 
means will differ depend-
ing upon the time, place, 
and situation. The ten-
dency is, or has, been to 
try to fit the ancestor into 
the big historical picture 
(macrohistory). What Ms. 
Rodda contends is that 
microhistory may be bet-
ter suited for genealogists. 

She also acknowledges the 
lack of guidance on how 
to do research in historical 
sources to place ancestors 
into context, i.e., using 
historical sources that are 
not just name lists. She 
thus explores how histori-
ans work. 

Ms. Rodda begins 
by examining the wider 
picture of traditional and 
modern approaches to the 
study of history, which is 

a good theoretical intro-
duction to the subject, 
though it relies almost 
totally on writings by Tosh 
and Hobsbawn. She then 
zooms in to examine local 
history and microhistory, 
both of which are much 
more strongly developed 
in Europe than in North 
America. She continues 
by examining microhis-
tory both as a theory and 
a method of historical 

Note: Book info appears on page 37.
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Trespassers in Time: Genealogists 
and Microhistorians. By Anne 
Patterson Rodda. Published by 
the author, through CreateSpace 
http://www.amazon.com. 2012. 
vii, 193 pp. Softcover. $15.99

research that is very appli-
cable for genealogists. 

As part of the studies 
that led to the creation 
of this book, Ms. Rodda 
was encouraged to create 
her own definition — 
“Microhistory is a way of 
studying a specific time 
in a particular place and 
the experience of the 
ordinary people in that 
time and place. It may be 
concerned with one or 
more aspects of their lives 
or it may observe interac-
tions and relationships 
among a small group in its 
social setting. The method 
involves scrutinizing all 
types of evidence and 
exploring all possible 
interpretations, often of 
fragments that require 
judgment about their sig-
nificance within a possibly 
sparse collection of items. 
While outside influences 

are borne in mind as af-
fecting the time and place 
and aspect of life being 
studied; the point of view 
is from individuals or 
small groups, noting their 
behavior, their choices 
and their experiences. By 
means of narrative, the 
microhistorian builds a 
unique story as observed 
from a particular centre, 
possibly about a person or 
people who are the excep-
tion” (p.74-5). 

The latter half of the 
book is comprised of three 
Irish case studies repre-
senting three themes of 
historical research: politi-
cal, economic, and social 
history. The fourth theme 
outlines cultural history, 
but this is interwoven into 
all the three case studies. 
The case studies explore: 
the nationalist history of 
an Irish Protestant family 

in the counties Wexford 
and Tipperary; land oc-
cupancy in Kilbannon 
in the west of Ireland, 
1855–1930; trades and 
occupations to be found 
in a nineteenth-century 
Irish village, illustrated by 
blacksmiths, millers, and 
bonesetters. 

This book will get the 
reader thinking about 
their own research and 
writing. It will be good for 
those seeking a theoretical 
framework for the work 
they are doing. Personally, 
I would like to have seen a 
listing a good examples of 
microstudies of interest to, 
or written by, genealogists 
for none are identified and 
they do exist. The book 
also lacks an index. 

Paul Milner
Park Ridge, Illinois

While for many people 
the name of Lew Wallace 
conjures up recollections 
of the book or movie 
titled Ben-Hur, his career 
on the national stage be-
gan much earlier in his life 
with his efforts to support 
the Union cause in the 
Civil War. While the book 
focuses on Wallace’s life, 
its main area of concen-
tration is on his efforts 
in the battles of Shiloh in 
1862 and the Monocacy in 
1864. This is not to say the 
book concentrates only on 

these two battles. The au-
thor has done an amazing 
job of mining other details 
of Wallace’s life, both as 
a leader of men and an 
organizer of the myriad of 
details that allows an army 
to function. His actions 
and views are evaluated to 
show his complex charac-
ter, full of admirable and 
vexing characteristics.

With a military career 
beginning as a volunteer 
in the Mexican-American 
War, Wallace was well 
connected politically at 

the start of the Civil War 
and used those connec-
tions well. Driven by a 
passion to succeed, a 
confidence in himself and 
with an absolute certainty 
in the righteousness of his 
views, he initially raised 
and trained the 11th 
Indiana Infantry Regi-
ment and with it gained 
early success and visibility 
in actions in western Vir-
ginia in 1861. Transferred 
to the army then trying 
to reopen the Mississippi, 
Wallace was a key figure 

Note: Book info appears on page 38.
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Shadow of Shiloh, Major General 
Lew Wallace in the Civil War. 
By gail Stephens. Published 
by Indiana historical Society 
Press, 450 West Ohio Street, 
Indianapolis, IN 46202. http://
www.indianahistory.org. 2010. 
314 pp. Index, maps, photos. 
hardcover. $27.95

in the successful battle 
to take Fort Donaldson. 
There, recounted in de-
tailed fashion in the book, 
Wallace, who is in his first 
real battle, is placed in the 
difficult position of obey-
ing orders or respond-
ing to a crisis. He ably 
rises to the moment and 
a potential defeat instead 
becomes a Union victory.

Following this, Wallace 
oversees the efforts to for-
tify and organize Cincin-
nati, Ohio, and from there 
his destiny takes him to 
Shiloh. The controversies 
and his actual role at this 
battle are well evaluated 
and the author takes pains 
to show not only how 
Wallace was neither lost 
on his way to the battle-
field nor dallying on his 
way there; yet Stephens 
also shows how Wallace’s 
methods of dealing with 
his superiors did nothing 
to mitigate their views on 
his culpability for the near 
defeat that Grant’s army 
narrowly averted. The 
author shows how Wal-
lace’s past performances 
of skirting proper military 
channels, poor commu-
nication, and perceived 
slights causing him to be 
caustic in responses to 
those he reported to all, 
contributed to a misun-
derstanding by Grant and 
others which eventually 
poisoned their attitudes 
towards him and his ac-
tions on that day. For any-

one interested in Shiloh, 
this part of the book alone 
makes it worth having.

Given the controversy 
over his performance at 
Shiloh, Wallace finds 
himself removed from 
battlefield command. He is 
placed in charge at Camp 
Chase, Ohio, where he does 
his duty but finds no joy in 
it. However, if Wallace can-
not find a fight, a fight finds 
Wallace, as he finds himself 
in command of the very 
part of the country which 
is under threat in 1864 by 
Confederate General Jubal 
Early. Early, ordered north 
to threaten Washington, 
DC in order to relieve pres-
sure against General Lee’s 
army defending Richmond 
and Petersburg, moves 
across the Potomac and 
advances on the capital 
through Maryland. Again 
this action is well-detailed 
in the book and takes the 
reader through Wallace’s 
efforts to stem the enemy 
advance. The only com-
plaint against this part of 
the book might be that, as 
with every other discus-
sion of the Battle of the 
Monocacy, it takes the view 
that Wallace’s defeat was a 
forgone conclusion. Still, 
the battle is well-described, 
as is how this once again 
moves Wallace from the 
shadows to center stage of 
the public’s, as well as the 
administration’s attention.

Wallace’s career during 
the war includes serving 

on the trails of both the 
Lincoln assassination con-
spirators, as well as that of 
Henry Wirz, the com-
mander of Andersonville 
Prison. Most importantly 
though, the book touches 
on Wallace’s post-war 
efforts to rehabilitate his-
tory’s view of his actions 
at Shiloh. While relatively 
unsuccessful in this, his 
successes in life seem 
to have relegated that 
moment to a footnote of 
memory. In the end, the 
desire to rise up in the 
public’s awareness that 
drove him so much during 
the war, was not lost at 
Shiloh as much as gained 
at the Monocacy and was 
solidified post-war by his 
writing Ben-Hur.

Given that this book 
is about General Lew 
Wallace, it might seem 
that only those interested 
in him should obtain this 
work. That is far from the 
truth. Well-researched, 
with many useful maps 
and photos, this book will 
be of interest to anyone 
who desires to know more 
about the battles at Shiloh 
or the Monocacy. Likewise, 
Wallace’s early efforts to 
shape the 11th Indiana Vol-
unteer Infantry are well-
detailed. Finally, this is 
simply a well-written book 
that for anyone interested 
in Civil War biographies 
will be a joy to read.

Marc Storch
De Forest, Wisconsin

http://www.indianahistory.org
http://www.indianahistory.org
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This revised and updated 
version of Carvalho’s 1984 
edition mentions and 
acknowledges the signifi-
cant changes in genealogi-
cal research practices and 
record availability which 
have occurred in the nearly 
three-decade interval 
between the senior edi-
tion and this revision. The 
volume’s purpose is to 
appropriately catalogue 
and document the free 
persons of color who lived 
in Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts, both in colonial 
and post-Revolutionary 
times, continuing on to the 
American Civil War. In that 
effort, he has done yeo-
man’s work. In addition to 
new entries, in some cases 
he has used resources to 
extend data on families and 
individuals previously cov-
ered; he notes, for example, 
the Massachusetts Vital 

Records series to 1915 as an 
important source of data on 
these later families. 

Perhaps more signifi-
cantly, though, is the pref-
ace to the work. Normally, 
most people simply skip 
over a preface, preferring to 
get to the meat of the tome. 
Avoid that temptation! The 
preface covers basics on the 
book’s organization, but 
also recounts the efforts 
that he made to bring the 
book forward. Serious 
genealogical compilers 
will do well to read of the 
frustration which results 
from an encounter with an 
unthinking public official. 
Undoubtedly, they will also 
recognize the enthusiasm 
and drive which is garnered 
with the realization that a 
project has meaning be-
yond names and dates.

The work’s extensive 
bibliography will be of use 

to researchers interested in 
the history and genealogy 
of western Massachusetts, 
again without regard to 
connections to the individ-
uals’ histories presented. 
As anyone with kin in the 
Connecticut Valley knows, 
research in this area can 
be particularly challeng-
ing as compared to some 
research in the coastal 
communities nearer Bos-
ton and Hartford. 

Collections interested in 
serving African American 
researchers, church records, 
and religious impact on 
slavery, and researchers 
interested in learning new 
strategies and finding inspi-
ration for breaking through 
challenging research ques-
tions would be well-served 
by this excellent work.

David McDonald, D. 
Min., cg

DeForest, Wisconsin

Professor Roger Thomp-
son, Emeritus Professor 
of American Studies at 
the University of East 
Anglia, has spent decades 
researching seventeenth-
century Middlesex County, 
Massachusetts. His first 
book, Sex in Middle-
sex: Popular Mores in a 
Massachusetts County, 
1649–1699, was published 
in 1989. From Deference to 
Defiance is the third book 
in a series about the three 
early Middlesex towns. 
The first two were Divided 

We Stand: Watertown, 
Massachusetts, 1630–1680 
(2001) and Cambridge 
Cameos: Stories of Life in 
Seventeenth-Century New 
England (2005). 

Deference is divided into 
nine different parts. Each 
part deals with a specific 
subject: Peopling, Town, 
Land, Sea, Church, Wom-
en, Violence, Defiance, and 
the Epilogue. The parts are 
not strictly chronological, 
so there is a back and forth 
movement through time as 
you read the book. 

Each part is subdivided 
into different topics. These 
topics discuss different 
events and incidents in the 
history of the town. For 
example, part 2 includes a 
discussion of how land was 
distributed in “Laying Out 
the Town.” And the fourth 
part, Church, talks about 
“Charlestown and the An-
tinomian Crisis, 1637–38.”

Professor Thompson 
does not stay with high-
level discussions, but 
brings the conversation 
down to the level of indi-

Joseph Carvalho III, Black 
Families in Hampden County, 
Massachusetts[,] 1650-1865, 
Second Edition. Published by New 
England historic genealogical 
Society, Sales Department, 
99-101 Newberry St., Boston 
MA 02116. http://www.
americanancestors.org. 2011. 
xxiv, 400 pp.  Illustrations, index. 
hardcover. $29.95.

Note: Book info appears on page 40.

http://www.americanancestors.org
http://www.americanancestors.org
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viduals involved in these 
occurrences. He uses 
court records, diaries, let-
ters, church records, and 
more to weave portrayals 
of life in this seventeenth-
century town. These 
individual stories are very 
interesting, informative, 
and well-documented 
with footnoted sources.

From a genealogical 
perspective, the book 
contains a great amount of 
valuable information. The 
first part, Peopling, dis-
cusses the English origins 
of dozens of early settlers, 

including a list of more 
than fifty settlers and 
their origins in Bristol, 
Dorset, Dunstable, Kent, 
Southwark, and Stepney. 
Other parts include a 
transcription of a 1658 
tax list, town officeholders 
from 1634 to 1692, and a 
list of inhabitants involved 
in the maritime industry 
between 1630 and 1686.

I had the pleasure of 
working with Professor 
Thompson on Cambridge 
Cameos when I worked at 
the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society. His 

knowledge of the subject 
matter was incredible. He 
is a historian who has an 
appreciation and respect for 
genealogists and their work. 

From Deference to 
Defiance is a fitting end 
to the trilogy on Middle-
sex towns. It is a valuable 
addition to the library of 
anyone with seventeenth-
century ancestors in 
Middlesex County. The 
stories will bring your 
ancestors to life in a new 
and different way.

Michael LeClerc
Boston, Massachusetts

From Deference to Defiance: 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, 
1629–1692. By Roger Thompson. 
Published by New England 
historic genealogical Society, 
99 Newbury Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts, 02116. http://
www.AmericanAncestors.org. 
2012. xxix, 536 pp. Index, maps. 
Softcover. $27.95

In this volume, John An-
derson Brayton continues 
research on the ances-
tors for the Order of First 
Families of North Carolina 
(OFFNC) and the first 
generation from the soci-
ety’s roster. The OFFNC 
is a lineage society for 
individuals who can prove 
descent from an ancestor 
residing on or before 12 
July 1729 in the region that 
later became the colony 
of North Carolina. The 
pioneer ancestor could 
be male or female and 
there was no set limit on 
the duration of residence 
in the area. The OFFNC 
documents first families 
throughout the hundred-
year timespan from the 
original charter of the 
Province of Carolina in 
1629 to the establishment 
of the colony in 1729.

This first volume details 
the first two hundred 
ancestors accepted into the 
OFFNC and briefly men-
tions plans for a second 
volume to cover forty-eight 
additional ancestors. The 
ancestors are organized 
alphabetically by sur-
name, then given name. 
Although each biography 
has a varied degree of 
detail, vital statistics for the 
ancestor, his/her spouse, 
children, and children’s 
spouses are consistently 
provided. In addition, 
among the pertinent 
historical and genealogical 
information found in this 
volume are the migra-
tory patterns used to settle 
in and journey through 
North Carolina. 

The biographies are 
presented in a narra-
tive format, with a brief 

source description and the 
author’s research analysis. 
Along with deeds, court 
records, tax lists, estate 
records, wills, and previ-
ously published abstracts 
and transcriptions of co-
lonial records, Society of 
Friends monthly meeting 
minutes frequently appear 
as a cited source since 
many Quakers migrated 
through North Carolina. 
An appendix with tran-
scription samples of five 
wills and one marriage 
deposition, an every name 
index, and a location in-
dex complete the book.

This well-documented 
volume is beneficial to 
anyone seeking ancestors 
who resided, even for a 
brief time, in the frontier 
province of North Carolina.

Melissa Shimkus
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Order of First Families of North 
Carolina Ancestor Biographies, Vol. 
1, “The First Two Hundred.  By John 
Anderson Brayton. Published 
by genealogical Publishing 
Company, 3600 Clipper Mill Road, 
Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211. 
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2011. xiv, 357 pp. hardcover. $49

http://www.AmericanAncestors.org
http://www.AmericanAncestors.org
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In 1811, side-wheel inven-
tor Nicholas Roosevelt 
navigated the steamboat 
New Orleans from Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, to 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 
This was the first boat on 
western waters, and the 
momentous journey was 
witnessed by people all 
along the banks of the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers. 

To commemorate 
the bicentennial of this 
event, the Indiana His-
torical Society Press, with 
support from the Rivers 
Institute at Hanover Col-
lege, published Full Steam 
Ahead. This collection of 
nine essays demonstrates 
how this historic journey 

by Roosevelt, his family, 
crew, and staff impacted 
an industry, the Ohio 
Valley, and the method of 
transportation for many 
in this country. 

The book begins with 
Dr. Leland Johnson’s 
“Harbinger of Revolution,” 
which covers the history 
of Roosevelt and the New 
Orleans. This lays the 
groundwork for additional 
essays such as “A Synoptic 
History of Towboating 
and Its Origins” and “The 
Ohio River: a World-Class 
Inland Waterway.”

But this book doesn’t 
only focus on the econom-
ic impact of steamboating. 
There are also essays which 

apply to culture, “Steam-
boat Music,” and social 
implications, “The Steam-
boat and Black Urban Life 
in the Ohio Valley.” 

Many of our relatives 
used the inland waterways 
to traverse the country. If 
you have a love of steam-
boats, the people involved 
in navigation, or family in 
the Ohio Valley, this book 
provides one with a good 
historical base. 

Patricia Walls Stamm
St. Louis, Missouri 

The Métis were the off-
spring of French-Canadi-
an explorers and settlers 
with Native Americans. 
Most of these were em-
ployed in the fur trade. 
Jean Nicolet is the first 
known settler to have a 
child with a native woman 
in 1618. Over the course 
of the next century, fifty-
six men were known to 
have had such children. 

This is the first of seven 
planned volumes on the 
Métis. The current volume 
traces the first three gen-
erations of descendants of 
the fifty-six early families. 
The remaining volumes 
will trace the descendants 
of six individuals with 
descendants known to live 

in the twentieth-century 
Canadian west.

Morin gathers hun-
dreds of individuals into 
family groups. Although 
the introduction states 
that it traces “three 
generations of descen-
dants,” it actually traces 
the Franco-native union 
and only two generations 
of descendants from that 
union (three generations 
total, not three gen-
erations of descendants). 
The Franco-native union 
is described as “gen-
eration one.” In geneal-
ogy this terminology is 
usually reserved for the 
immigrant generation, 
and these individuals 
are often a generation or 

more removed from that. 
This could prove confus-
ing to users.

The sketches are writ-
ten in the style of the 
National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly, with 
all individuals receiving a 
person number, and those 
being carried forward 
marked with a plus (+) 
sign. Each sketch includes 
a bibliography of sources 
used. French-Canadian 
genealogists are lucky in 
that there are a number 
of valuable secondary 
sources that have ab-
stracted church records 
and compiled fam-
ily units. Morin uses the 
major works to compile 
the families, including 

Full Steam Ahead: Reflections on 
the Impact of the First Steamboat 
on the Ohio River, 1811-2011, 
edited by Rita Kohn. Published 
by Indiana historical Society 
Press, 450 West Ohio Street, 
Indianapolis, IN 46202. http://
www.indianahistory.org. 2011. 
xviii, 240 pp. Illustrations, 
Indexes. Softcover. $19.95

First Métis Families of Quebec, 
1622–1748. Volume I: Fifty-Six 
Families. By gail Morin. Published 
by Clearfield Publishing, 3600 
Clipper Mill Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, Maryland, 21211. 
http://www.genealogical.com. 
2012. iii, 226 pp. Index. Softcover. 
$32.95 

http://www.indianahistory.org
http://www.indianahistory.org
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Tanguay’s Dictionnaire 
Généalogique des Familles 
Canadiennes, Jetté’s Dic-
tionnaire Généalogique 
des Familles du Québec des 
Origins à 1730, Drouin’s 
Dictionnaire National des 
Canadiens-Français, the 
genealogical database 
from the Programme de 
Recherche en Démogra-
phie Historique (PRDH).

While the sketches 
provide citations to the 
sources mentioned in the 
bibliography, it uses notes 
embedded within the 
text. This is style has been 
out-of-date for years. The 
major journals discovered 
long ago that this makes 
the text extremely difficult 
to follow. It is unfortunate 
that the choice was made 
to use embedded notes 
in this work. Footnotes 
would have been a better 
selection. 

The book would ben-
efit greatly from having 
a professional editor and 
layout person work with 
it. It is filled with widowed 
titles at the bottom of 
pages. The formatting is 

weak. The page numbers 
appear in the gutter as 
opposed to the outside 
corners, making it difficult 
to navigate the book. 
There are typographical 
errors, including some 
URLs, which would prove 
disastrous to someone try-
ing to follow them. 

French Canadians 
often have two sur-
names (“dit” names). 
Unfortunately the index 
for this work does not 
cross-reference surnames 
under the “dit” names. 
There is an entry for the 
main surname only. For 
example, Marie Archange 
Beique dit Lafleur appears 
only under Beique in the 
index. A separate entry 
under Lafleur would make 
it much easier for the user 
to find the person.

One of the biggest 
deficits of this work is 
that it uses only published 
sources as references, 
so all of the material is 
already published else-
where. And many of 
those resources, such as 
Tanguay, are known to 

have many errors. Oth-
ers, such as PRDH, do 
not always include all of 
the information available 
in the original records. 
Original research may 
have provided a valuable 
addition to the data that is 
already widely and easily 
available. 

A large number 
of families of French-
Canadian descent have a 
tradition of “Indian ances-
tors.” Only rarely does 
this prove to be true. A 
compilation of the origi-
nal Métis families can be 
very helpful in proving or 
disproving those stories. 
This book, however, is not 
that work.

Michael LeClerc
Boston, Massachusetts

http://www.nowastepublishing.com
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Membership Benefits
Why should your group or organization become a mem-
ber of FGS? Discover what FGS has to offer:

Management Tools
Free use of the Society Strategy Series publications, 
which provide innovative techniques for society man-
agement, as well as access to a society bylaws review and 
the FGS Insurance Program.

Web Presence
An enhanced listing in Society Hall, the extensive online 
directory of societies and FGS member organizations. 
Access to the Members-Only section of the FGS website.

Communications
FGS communicates with its members in many ways: 
FGS FORUM, a quarterly electronic magazine that 
provides current information essential to the informed 
genealogist, including news in brief, book reviews, 
ethnicinternational, state reporting, society spotlight, 
calendar of events, family association news, and feature 
articles; and FGS Voice, a blog and monthly newsletter, 
that is a source of information between FGS and the 
genealogical community.

Innovative Educational Resources
FGS has embarked on development and presentation 
of a comprehensive online education program that 
includes live and recorded webinars, online videos, and 
society management templates and documents.

FGS Membership Information
Annual Membership Fees

Number of members Price

0-50 $35.00

51-99 $45.00

100-199 $55.00

200-299 $65.00

300-399 $75.00

400-499 $85.00

500-999 $95.00

1000 or more $115.00

Associate Organizations $35.00

Advertising in the FORUM
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), consisting of more than 550 member 
societies and over 500,000 individual genealogists, publishes FORUM, an online 
quarterly journal providing current information on subjects of interest to genealo-
gists. Each FGS member society receives two free copies of FORUM. In addition, 
genealogists personally subscribe to the magazine, demonstrating their desire to keep 
up with the latest developments in the genealogical community. These people should 
know about your products and/or services! View a sample issue of FORUM.

Advertising Rates
Size Dimensions 1X 4X
Full Page 7” x 9” $200 $150
half Page 7” x 4 1/2” $110 $80
Quarter Page 7” x 2 1/4” or 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” $75 $55
eighth Page 3 1/2” x 2 1/4” or 2 1/4” x 3 1/2” $40 $30

Note: Camera-ready copy which exceeds the above measurements 
may be photo reduced to fit at the discretion of the publisher.  
Submit files in JPEG or PDF format in color or black/white.

Copy Deadlines
 Space Copy Delivery
Spring Issue January 1 January 15 April 15
Summer Issue April 1 April 15 July 15
Fall Issue July 1 July 15 October 15
Winter Issue October 1 October 15 January 15

Terms: All advertising must be prepaid - to earn multiple insertion 
discount, all insertions must be prepaid with first ad.

To confirm space or obtain additional information, contact Ad Manager Stephanie Carbonetti.
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