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Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF 

Friends of FGS:  
Your Opportunity to Make a Difference 

ough economic times offer many lessons to those willing to learn. In our personal lives, we 
find some things that were absolutely crucial before are now more nice than necessary. In 

both our professional lives and personal lives there is an appropriate push toward refocusing 
and reprioritizing core activities. Even before the latest economic downturn, the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies was refocusing on mission-centric activities and pondering how to get the 
most from our modest resources for the genealogical community in general and our member 
societies in particular.  
 In evaluating how best to serve our member societies and how to 
support advocacy initiatives, activities that marshal the genealogical 
community’s resources in the areas of society management and records 
management seem to fit FGS’ mission best. And the two touchstones of 
FGS’ core mission are (1) making a difference in the area of records 
preservation and access, and (2) helping societies be more successful 
and adapt to the changes and challenges of the twenty-first century.  
 Today, for the Federation to remain viable in executing its core mis-
sion and vital in support of the genealogical community, we need your 
immediate support. Your support is needed for the Federation’s records 
preservation and access initiatives as well as its society support pro-
grams. Now more than ever, the Federation needs a robust suite of ser-
vices and products to offer its member organizations and the genealogi-
cal community in order to continue its strong tradition of assistance. 
Each genealogist can make a substantial difference by simply becoming a Friend of the Federa-
tion.  
 Established a number of months ago, the Federation of Genealogical Societies’ Friends or-
ganization is the most convenient yet meaningful way to make a substantial positive difference 
in the Federation’s ability to continue to serve. Visit the Friend’s website at www.fgs.org/ 
Friends and learn about our “Fifty for the Future” initiative. At the website, it is easy to make an 
online contribution and add your name to the Friends Roll of Honor.  
 Becoming a Friend of the Federation is a tangible way to support the Federation’s mission. 
Throughout its entire history, the Federation has been keenly interested in and heavily involved 
with records preservation and access issues. From its earliest days, this organization has worked 
with its member societies and others in the genealogical community to shine the bright light of 
transparency on access issues relating to genealogists and historians being able to use historical 
records in their research endeavors. Nearly two decades ago, it was the Federation of Genealogi-
cal Societies that convened a meeting of community leaders, National Archives and Records 
Administration staff, and interested others to discuss the retention schedules of the pension files 
held by the Railroad Retirement Board. That meeting resulted in an immediate halt to the de-
struction of older pension files and a modification to the record group’s retention schedule that 
resulted in making Railroad Retirement Board pension files permanent records. 

Support Publishing and Preservation Efforts 
 By becoming a Friend of the Federation, you support publishing and preservation efforts. In 
the 1990s, the Federation marshaled the resources of the genealogical and historical communi-
ties in a massive cooperative indexing project with the Genealogical Society of Utah and the Na-
tional Park Service. That project resulted in the creation of the Civil War Soldiers and Sailors 
System, still one of the most popular and heavily used databases on the National Park Service’s 
websites www.civilwar.nps.gov/cwss/. In addition to providing great access to key data on 6.3 
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million service record index cards for the participants in the War Between the States, one could 
consider this initiative a preservation-through-publication program. We often do not fully ap-
preciate how publishing data is an important part of preserving that same data.  
 When you become a Friend of the Federation, you support efforts to keep records open and 
available. Much of the Federation’s most recent attention in the records preservation and access 
field has focused on the work of the joint Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) 
www.fgs.org/rpac. Representatives from numerous genealogical organizations continue to meet 
to develop strategies, talking points, and white papers on the many aspects relating to what re-
cords are preserved, how they are preserved, and how researchers can access the data those re-
cords contain.  
 Many current discussions have centered on the white paper entitled, “Open Access to Public 
Records: A Genealogical Perspective.” As is typically the intention when being formulated, this 
white paper has generated much discussion. Most of that discussion is about key recommenda-
tions and talking points for individuals and societies who are actively working with legislators to 
craft more researcher-friendly guidelines and lessen meaningless restrictions to access. The 
Federation, with other members of the RPAC, remains very concerned about the issues of iden-
tity theft and the fraudulent use of records. Unlike many in the media and some in mainstream 
America, though, the Federation’s representatives and their RPAC colleagues are unwilling to 
concede that denying access to records is the best solution. Reaching common ground is often 
challenging, but the Federation is committed to meeting that challenge.  

Help Build the Genealogical Community 
 Being a Friend of the Federation helps build the genealogical community. While working on 
various projects that impact records preservation and access is an important core activity of the 
Federation, supporting member societies and working to keep those societies strong and rele-
vant is another core activity. At the center of the Federation’s annual conferences are opportuni-
ties for societies--opportunities to network, opportunities to hear presenters who might be con-
sidered for local conferences and seminars, and opportunities to participate in and learn from 
the now famous FGS society management pre-conferences held on the Wednesdays before each 
annual conference.  
 In addition to its conference-based activities, the Federation has long published the highly 
acclaimed Society Strategy Series that offers specific advice and information on how best to run 
the many programs in which genealogical and historical societies engage and fulfill the respon-

sibilities outlined in their constitu-
tions and bylaws. The Federation 
also continues the service of re-
viewing member societies’ bylaws 
to assist in making those key 
documents as meaningful for their 
respective organizations as possi-
ble.  
 The Friends of the Federation 
support the efforts to preserve re-
cords, keep those records avail-
able, and make the genealogical 
community stronger. Yes, times 
are tough for everyone. Together, 
though, we can marshal our mod-
est contributions into a meaningful 
pool of resources for the Federa-
tion. Together we can make a dif-
ference. I invite you to join us. 
Visit www.fgs.org/Friends today. 
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Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FGS National Publicity Chair 

Next FGS Conference:  
Knoxville, Tennessee 

he Federation of Genealogical Societies annual Conference for the Nation’s Genealogists has 
traveled to many places. The cities in just the last ten years have been Salt Lake City, Utah 

(twice), Davenport, Iowa; Orlando, Florida; Ontario, California; Austin, Texas; Boston, Massa-
chusetts; Fort Wayne, Indiana; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 In 2010, the city is Knoxville, Tennessee, home of the 1982 World’s Fair, East Tennessee His-
torical Society, famed McClung research collection, Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame and Uni-
versity of Tennessee Volunteers. Knoxville is located in the foothills of the Great Smoky Moun-
tains. The exact dates are 18–21 August, 2010. 
 If you joined the throngs of genealogists in Little Rock, Arkansas, in September, you know you 
will want to continue the excitement of a FGS Conference by attending the 2010 edition in 
Knoxville. The local hosts are the East Tennessee Historical Society (ETHS) and the Kentucky 
Historical Society. Both of these institutions welcome family historians and their websites 
prominently mention genealogists. The conference theme is “Rediscovering America’s First 
Frontier.”  

The Place 
 Knoxville was founded in 1791 and is the third largest city in the state. It is situated on the 
Tennessee River with the Cumberland Mountains on the northwest side and the southeast part 
of the city takes you to those Great Smoky Mountains. The city is easily accessible by air at 
Knoxville’s McGhee Tyson Airport and if you travel by car, interstates I-75, I-40 and I-81 all in-
tersect in the city. It is within a day’s drive of half of the United States.  
 The Holiday Inn Select is across the street from the Convention Center and the Hilton is three 
blocks away. Shopping, restaurants and theatres are within walking distance and are served by 
free trolley service. The beautiful campus of the University of Tennessee is a short walk away.  

The Event 
 A FGS Conference is four days of genealogy and history and takes place on Wednesday 
through Saturday, August 18-21. Education, networking, shopping, eating, laughter, special 
events, and even a bit of sleep here and there are in store for you. Meet and greet fellow genealo-
gists in the lecture halls, Exhibit Hall, hallways, elevators, sidewalks and at luncheons. 
 Attend special activities for genealogical volunteers who are active in the genealogical socie-
ties that are vital to our research and education. Conference co-chairs Cherel Henderson of the 
East Tennessee Historical Society (ETHS) and Pat Oxley, President of FGS, promise some excit-
ing days and special details that we will tell you about over the months to come.  

The Venue 
 The Knoxville Convention Center is a beautiful building that serves a conference like FGS 
quite well. It is located in the World’s Fair Park. The building has multiple elevators, escalators, 
and stairs for easy acess to all areas. The Exhibit Hall is well-lit and will be an inviting place to 
browse. For an overview of the Convention Center see www.knoxvilleconventioncenter.com/ 

The Program 
 The FGS 2010 Conference Program Committee of George G. Morgan, Amy Johnson Crow and 
D. Joshua Taylor, have crafted a full schedule of lecture sessions, including some topics not seen 
on the programs of national conferences in recent years. 
 The Society Management sessions have always been a vital part of FGS Conferences. The 
2010 Conference will introduce a fresh, new approach to sessions for the officers, members, and 

T 



FGS FORUM 
 

Fall 2009, Volume 21, Number 3    7 

volunteers of genealogical societies. Retitled “Focus on Societies,” this new approach features 30 
sessions to provide something for everyone. They are a combination of lectures and panel dis-
cussions, culminating at the end of the day with focus groups for society presidents, treasurers, 
editors and webmasters, membership people, and program chairs. Attendees will speak about 
what they have learned throughout the day, and ask questions about issues and challenges they 
still have. 
 You can expect to learn from the knowledgeable genealogical instructors from around the 
U.S., great regional speakers, and a good number of surprises. In addition to the Focus on Socie-
ties, the lecture topics and tracks for the program include Board for Certification of Genealogists 
Skillbuilding, Ethnic and Religious Groups, FamilySearch (sponsored), Genealogical Speakers 
Guild (sponsored), ICAPGen (sponsored), Libraries and Archives, Methodologies and Strategies, 
Military Research, Organization, Record Types & Research, Regional Records (Alabama, Geor-
gia, North Carolina and Virginia), Tennessee and Kentucky Research, Technology and DNA, UK 
and Ireland, and more. There will be two additional paid platting workshops, one for Metes and 
Bounds and one for the Township and Range System. It’s a full and well-balanced program that 
you are sure to enjoy. 
 FGS Conferences also feature multiple luncheons each day and a beautiful banquet with time 
for networking that is followed by a featured educational and entertaining speaker.  
 The Exhibit Hall will be filled with societies and vendors focusing on your genealogical needs. 
Be ready to ask questions, network with everyone you meet, and add to your genealogical li-
brary, software, and more. 
 The FGS 2010 Conference in Knoxville, Tennessee promises to be a wonderful experience on 
all levels. 

Knoxville Convention Center
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Related Activities 
 FGS will once again host Librarians Day. This day is designed for librarians who work with 
family historians or genealogy reference materials in both public and private libraries, archives, 
and historical societies. The Association of Professional Genealogists will present its thirteenth 
Professional Management Conference for genealogists who work in a variety of jobs.  

Research Places 
 In future FORUM issues and on the Conference News Blog www.fgsconferenceblog.org, we 
will tell you more about places to conduct family history research in the areas in, between and 
around Knoxville, Tennessee and Frankfort, Kentucky. 
 East Tennessee Historical Society. Located just 4.5 blocks from the Convention Center, re-
searchers will want to visit the East Tennessee Historical Society which houses the well-known 
McClung Historical Collection, Knox County Archives, East Tennessee Historical Society and the 
Museum of East Tennessee History. The files of two organizations, First Families of Tennessee 
and Civil War Families of Tennessee, are located at ETHS. Among the other holdings of interest 
to family historians are: 
 • More than 67,000 books including 3,000 printed genealogies 
 • Thousands of newspapers, most from East Tennessee, predating 1920 
 • More than 14,000 folders of First Families of Tennessee materials 
 • Approximately 120 linear feet of genealogical manuscript collections 
 • More than 13,000 rolls of microfilm of census records, state and local government records, 
newspapers, and other valuable primary source material 
 • A rare complete set of Knoxville city directories from 1859 to the present 
 • Subscriptions to web-based genealogical databases  
 • Website: www.east-tennessee-history.org/ 
 Kentucky Historical Society. Located in Frankfort, Kentucky, just over three hours north on 
I-75 is the Kentucky Historical Society. The website features the KHS Digital Collections where 
researchers can access digital images, sound, video, and text from the KHS collections of historic 
photographs, manuscripts, oral history, maps, rare imprints, library resource lists, and museum 
artifacts. Online Resources include the Kentucky Cemetery Records Database that Contains 
hundreds of thousands of names transcribed from gravestones across Kentucky.  
 Other items of importance to community and family historians are:  
 • Kentucky state and county histories 
 • Church records 
 • Bible records 
 • Published genealogies 
 • Kentucky biographies and biographical histories 
 • Historical and genealogical resources covering all 50 states 
 • Indexed rosters of Kentucky soldiers through World War I 
 • Historical and genealogical periodicals 
 • Land records, including photocopies of original records housed in the Kentucky Secretary of  
State's Office 
 • Microfilms of Kentucky vital records, tax lists, city directories and other valuable resources. 
 • Website: http://history.ky.gov/  

Conference Hotels 
Hilton Knoxville (About three blocks from the Convention Center) 
501 West Church Avenue 



FGS FORUM 
 

Fall 2009, Volume 21, Number 3    9 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37902-2591 
Telephone: 1-865-523-2300  Fax: 1-865-525-6532 
www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/KNXKHHF-Hilton-Knoxville-Tennessee/index.do 
Reservation code: FGS.  
Reservations can be made by phone or online. 
 Amenities as of FORUM deadline 
 • Guest rooms have well-lit work desks with complimentary fiber-optic high-speed wireless, 
voice mail, flat-panel television, an extensive channel listing including HBO and Pay-Per-View 
movies, Hilton's new Serenity Bed that features a plush-top mattress, alarm clock with MPA3 
connectivity, coffee maker, irons, ironing boards and hair dryers.  
 • The same wireless is also available in the hotel’s public areas.  
 • Many rooms at the Hilton Knoxville have spectacular views of the Great Smoky Mountains, 
Tennessee River, and the University of Tennessee’s Neyland Stadium.  
 • Audio/visual equipment rental, business center; complimentary printing service  
 • Self parking is $10.00 per day; valet parking is $14.00 per day. 
 • ATM, Concierge Desk  
 • Gift Shop, laundry/valet Service  
 • Cocktail lounge, Starbucks, and restaurants serving all meals 
 • Multi-lingual staff  
 • Fitness room, outdoor pool 
  
Holiday Inn Select (Across the street and a bit further from the Convention Center; connected 
by covered skyway) 
525 Henley Street 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 
Telephone: 1-877- 863-4780 
Fax: 1-865-523-0738 
Website: www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hotel/TYSEC/welcome?start=1 
Reservation Code: FGS. Reservations can be made by phone or online. 
 Amenities as of FORUM deadline: 
 • Guest rooms have work desks, complimentary wireless, voice mail, cable TV, pay per view 
movies, clock radio, coffee maker, irons, ironing boards and hair dryers.  
 • Free high-speed Internet access in every guestroom and meeting room; wireless in most 
public spaces 
 • Hotel guest self parking is $6.00 per space; daily self parking is $8.00. Can accomodate 
vans, SUVs and other large vehicles.  
 • Self-laundry facilities (washer/dryer) 
 • Dry Cleaning Pickup/Laundry 
 • ATM, concierge services 
 • Business Center 
 • Cocktail lounge, restaurants serving all meals 
 • Indoor pool, exercise equipment 

More Conference Details 
 • The Conference Website is www.fgsconference.org. 
 • Online conference registration will begin on January 1st, 2010.  
 • The Conference News Blog already debuted on September 6th www.fgsconferenceblog.org. 
This covers a wide range of conference news, updates, special events, details on speakers, lec-



FGS FORUM 

10    Fall 2009, Volume 21, Number 3 

tures, vendors and exhibitors, luncheons, banquet, parking, travel, and research. 
 • Learn more about Knoxville, the State of Tennessee and area tourism 
  Knoxville Tourism & Sports Corporation www.knoxville.org/ 
  City of Knoxville www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/ 
  Tennessee Tourism www.tnvacation.com/ 
  Kentucky tourism www.kentuckytourism.com 
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David E. Rencher, AGCM (Ireland), CGSM, FUGA, FIGRS 

Societies Going Virtual – An Update 
t the FGS Conference in Salt Lake City in 2007, this topic was first addressed in the opening 
session of the Society Management Seminar. This presentation will update genealogical so-

ciety officers and delegates on the progress that has been made in the 
last three years and further shifts in the information landscape since 
that time. The content of that presentation was printed in FORUM, 
Volume 19, Number 3 (Fall 2007) pp.20–22. 
 The impact of the Internet and the Information Age on social or-
ganizations such as genealogical and historical societies will be stud-
ied for decades to come. Will the effects be positive or negative? Will 
they survive as vibrant social organizations, disappear, or be trans-
formed into something completely unrecognizable? Will they con-
tinue to add value to the genealogical community, or be driven to ex-
tinction by multi-million dollar dot com’s or gobbled up by the work 
of larger non-profit societies? 
 As genealogical society officers and members, these questions 
loom large in 2009. Subtle shifts in the landscape bring hope into 
this picture and there is evidence that societies are remaking them-
selves into viable competitors in the genealogical marketplace. Recent 
studies show major initiatives toward moving historically paper-
based journals online; small companies and organizations dramatically shifting their business 
models – in some instances to a “pay what you think its worth” model.  

Quick Review of the 2007 Presentation 
 A society is not a society, is not a society! As leaders, you represent a number of different 
types of genealogical and historical societies. There are at least eighteen or more types of genea-
logical societies in the U. S. alone. To one degree or another, they have different agendas and 
mission statements. However, most suffer from the same administrative challenges and the sig-
nificant impacts of the Information Age. Leaders tend to be scrambling to learn new technolo-
gies, applications, nomenclature, acronyms, and technospeak! Even more challenging is finding 
volunteers with the updated skills needed to manage a society in the twenty-first century. 

The Case for Changing the Society Business Model 
 The current business model for many societies is still membership driven. The revenue 
needed is framed by the number of members and the cost of the services provided. Costs are 
generally figured on a cost-per-member basis. In this model, publications are often the primary 
focus of the society and take some form of periodicals, journals, serials or news-letters. Heavily 
supplementing the model is an annual or semi-annual conference, or a number of one-day guest 
lecturers. Some societies also maintain a genealogical library and possess the need to derive in-
come to sustain a library operation and the associated overhead costs. 

Challenges with the Current Society Business Model 
 When memberships decline, publication costs remain the same or increase. Seminar costs 
remain constant, or increase the cost-per-attendee. This model no longer supports paper prod-
ucts. Paper prices and postage are increasing, standing inventories of previously published 
works consume space and revenues for periodicals drop off dramatically after the first year of 
publication. In today’s market, the Internet can deliver more value per dollar than your current 
society business model. In a depressed economy, this gap widens and people have to choose to 
spend their fixed incomes on travel and lodging to attend a seminar or for actual data online. All 
societies, from national to local, face the challenge of trying to attract participants to national 
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conferences or local seminars. 

The View in 2009 – What has Changed since 2007? 

Understanding Your Strengths and Exclusivity 
 Over the past one-hundred and sixty-four years, genealogical societies have been creating 
value through their efforts to organize, index, analyze, annotate, and preserve records of genea-
logical value. These efforts have involved thousands of genealogists, historians, antiquarians, 
volunteers, and staff members dedicated to a significant labor of love. A clear understanding of 
the value that has been created during this better than a century and a half will lead to your soci-
ety’s successful transition from a paper-based organization to a virtual organization. 
 To shift your current society business model, you need to take a more critical look at identify-
ing your society’s strengths and exclusivity. The following table illustrates the value that genea-
logical and historical societies have that create value in the genealogical community. In business, 
this is called the value proposition. In other words, what value does your society add to the ge-
nealogical community? Finding ways to leverage your value proposition will be the key to the 
survival of your society in the twenty-first century. 
 

Strength Value Proposition to the Genealogical Community 
Focused  
Interest 

• Organize learning opportunities from national experts 
• People learn genealogical best practices 
• People are motivated to find their ancestors 

Domain  
Expertise 

• Society members know the local archives, records and people 
• They produce domain focused conclusions, publications and databases 
• Maintain domain-specific libraries, resources and special collections 
• Society members share with and help others via the Wiki and other means

Organization • Train future genealogical community leaders 
• Active in ensuring record preservation and access with local, state and 
federal governments 
• Ability to marshal project volunteers 

Community 
Oriented 

• Members enjoy sharing (pay-back and pay-it-forward) 
• Are key influencers and network with other key influencers 

Genealogical Assets – Tangible and Intangible 
 In addition to the value that your society can add to the genealogical community, you also 
have genealogical society assets. These are comprised of two groups—tangible and intangible. 
The following table illustrates what a society’s assets might be and should lead society officers 
toward a discussion of how to capitalize on those assets. 
 

 Assets 
Tangible • Library collections – regional or subject specific 

• Lineage-linked conclusion data 
• Publications; journals, newsletters, domain specific 
• Genealogical experts in a particular area 
• Deposited original manuscript collections 
• Family Bibles and photographs 
• Canvassed cemetery transcripts and maps 
• Other genealogical materials exclusive to the collection 
• Funding and grant writing proposals 
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 Assets 
Intangible • Ability to reach beginning genealogists 

• Attract volunteers and industry leaders 
• Set defacto standards and expectations 
• Provide a social reward system 

 
 Society board members should evaluate each of the above areas in relation to their society and 
determine their society’s strengths and exclusivity and their tangible and intangible assets. 
These are your greatest value propositions and assets in the Information Age. These are the 
“crown jewels” that you need to protect and invest in your society’s future. Without these, your 
society will likely be reduced to become exclusively a social organization. While this has value to 
the participants, it is limited to local members only and may not be a sustainable business 
model. 

Notable Shifts Affecting Societies in the Genealogical Marketplace since 2007 
 Digital Book Scanning. The unintended consequence of Google and FamilySearch scanning 
out-of-print and/or copyrighted book materials is that as these collections grow, they undermine 
the unique value of your core genealogical library and your circulating book collections. These 
may be two key components of your society’s revenue business model. What happens when your 
members can get the same materials online (and more) than they can by a visit to your genea-
logical library? If that has been a member’s main motivation for membership in your society - 
the answer is quite simple – they question the value of having a membership and opt out! Digital 
book scanning will continue at an every increasing rate. What will your society do with their 
book collection? How will they transform to provide unique value content? 
 Collaboration and Communication.  The Internet has also provided an open field for col-
laboration and communication. While members used to visit your society library or headquar-
ters for assistance in analyzing a genealogical problem, they can now get much of that assistance 
online. Wiki tools are becoming more widely available and online reference assistance from ge-
nealogical experts is a growing field—one that your society can still leverage. Noteworthy Wiki 
experiences are to be found at www.WeRelate.org, sponsored by The Foundation for On-line 
Genealogy in conjunction with the Allen County Public Library; www.eogen.com/ sponsored by 
Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter and RootsBooks.com and RootsBooks.co.uk; and 
wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page sponsored by FamilySearch. Another Wiki in an interest-
ing category to break on the scene in 2009 was developed by the Vancouver Public Library for 
those with Chinese-Canadian ancestry. To view this website, go to http://ccgwiki.vpl.ca/. 
 Online Journals and Periodicals. Certainly the most pleasing shift since 2007 is the number 
of genealogical and historical societies that have either gone completely to an on-line journal, or 
offer the option as a transition phase to their members. Societies have capitalized on the “go 
green” marketing bandwagon and made great strides in changing the way we believe we have to 
have the information. Some of the notable society and genealogical publications that have gone 
digital since 2007: 
 • The Register, New England Genealogical and Historic Society (America’s oldest genealogical 
society, founded in 1845) 
 • Connecticut Nutmegger, The Connecticut Genealogical Society 
 • Digital Genealogist, Formerly the Computer Genealogist 
 • Indiana Genealogical Society Newsletter, Indiana Genealogical Society 
 Library Dissolution. The New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, organized in 
1869, closed the doors to its library in New York City in 2008. The collection, consisting of ap-
proximately seventy-five thousand volumes, thirty-thousand manuscripts, and twenty-two thou-
sand microforms was donated to the New York Public Library. While they still have a society 
membership and offer their printed publications, their collection of unique materials built up 
over more than a century was transferred to a public entity without remuneration, the retention 
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of digital rights, or any method from which to derive income or value. Further, there is no guar-
antee that the original deposited manuscripts will be made available online to persons not resid-
ing in New York. Decisions regarding the future of the society and the benefits to its members 
are still pending. 

Future Business Models 
 In a paper centric society business model, having distance volunteers doesn’t make sense. You 
lack the tools, processes and management necessary to make this happen successfully. What if 
you could drive your costs as near to zero as possible and mine the great wealth of skills and tal-
ents of your distance members? The Information Age makes this possible and there are societies 
that have already successfully shown how to do it. There are now three successful business mod-
els that illustrate these points. One is the Free Model the second is the Revenue Model.  
 A third business model has rapidly emerged as a subset of the Revenue Model discussed in 
2007. It’s called the online donation business model. In this model, the user or consumer of the 
information actually determines the value of the information or data that you provide. It’s called 
Pay What You Think Its Worth!–and it is actually catching on in a number of industries. While 
the concept existed in 2007, the recent economic downturn accelerated the viability of this 
model and propelled it as to its status as an acceptable alternative in the marketplace earlier 
than envisioned. 
 Interestingly, this model will take some effort to educate in the genealogical community. We 
all usually agree on paying for what we receive. In genealogical research, the result of a negative 
search is undervalued. If we didn’t find the data we were seeking, we believe that the result isn’t 
worth much. However, if you can determine all of the records that you just searched and all of 
the time that you just saved by learning that any reference to the person or problem you were 
researching was not in those records, then the value is very high! 
 In an article entitled “When People Pay What They Think Content Is Worth” by Vin Crosbie 
published by ClickZ on 11 February 2004, Crosbie makes the case in a pretty compelling argu-
ment backed up with empirical data regarding price points. He makes the case that most users 
actually are willing to pay for content, just not what most providers think the content is worth. 
He argues that the most difficult task is to set a single fixed-price for content that is acceptable 
to all users. Traditionally, publishers have conducted market studies to see what the market 
would bear. Geared to the middle, this usually ignores a large market that would pay something 
for the material, just not what the publisher wanted. 
 Take Brian Livingston's experience. The author of 10 computer books and former contributing 
editor and columnist for InfoWorld Magazine, Livingston launched a bimonthly e-newsletter, 
Brian's Buzz, a year ago. It contains Microsoft Windows tips and tricks. Revenue streams com-
prise banner ads, paid subscriptions, and commissions on sales of reviewed (good or bad) prod-
ucts. Livingston initially planned to charge a $9.95 annual subscription price for the paid ver-
sion, which he thought a reasonable price. Instead, he decided to ask his subscribers to "con-
tribute what you normally would for any other worthwhile service you subscribe to. The more 
you contribute, the better I can make your newsletter." Livingston thought this might create a 
better relationship with his readers. 
 It did create a better relationship...and a better average subscription price. During the past 
year, five percent of the free-version subscribers upgraded. The average subscription donation is 
$15.42. “I find that a large number of people won't low-ball their contribution,” Livingston said. 
"They actually are willing to make a reasonable contribution.’ When the total free and paid sub-
scribers were climbing above 37,000 a few months ago, Livingston sent me these Brian's Buzz 
circulation figures: 
 • Free and paid contributors: 36,983 
 • Paid contributors: 2,003 (5.42%) 
 • Average contribution: $15.42 
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Contribution Contributors
Percent 
Contributors 

$11-100 908 47.66 
$10 851 44.67 
$5-9 114 5.98 
$1-4 32 1.68 
Total ($30,886) 2,003   
Note: Among the 2,003 contributions, 45 were in Canadian dollars, euros, 
or British pounds. These aren't included in the contribution levels figures 
but are included in the total. 

 
Most online publishers might have been afraid to ask for contributions rather than a fixed sub-
scription price. But 92 percent of the paid subscribers to Brian's Buzz voluntarily gave more 
than the $9.95 price than Livingston initially planned to set. 
 Moreover, Livingston notes if he had charged a $9.95 fixed annual subscription, he would 
have generated 43 percent less revenue. Subscribers who in fact contribute more than $9.95 
would have paid only that price. The subscribers who contribute less than $9.95 probably 
wouldn't have subscribed at all. Rather than 2,003 people paying a total of $30,886, he would 
have had 1,759 people paying $9.95 each, a total of only $17,502.” 

Virtual Tools 
 The 2007 presentation included a list of virtual tools to assist your society move into the 
twenty-first century. The tools covered in that presentation were: Short-run Publishing, E-mail 
Newsletters, Webinars, Podcasts, Members Only Section on Website, Search Engine Optimiza-
tion, Placing Society Databases Online, Surveying Member Interests or Opinions, Social Net-
work, and Web Videos. 
 The following list of Virtual Tools takes your society another step toward managing your soci-
ety in a virtual environment. In the left-hand column are listed the applications that your society 
may need. In the right-hand column are the Google key words that will assist you to find free or 
reasonably priced programs and services to manage your society better. 
 

Virtual Tools Google Key Words 
Digital Text Platform 
Publishing text via the electronic library 
platforms. A notable example is the new 
Kindle2 by Amazon. 

Digital Text Platforms 

Wiki 
A complete software downloadable tool for 
societies to start their own Wiki 

Create Your Own Wiki; 
Create Your Own Wiki Eastman 

RSS Feeds for Society Pages 
A service to members to provide a public 
aggregated news feed on your society’s web 
page for your area of specialty and/or in-
terest 

Genealogy Blog Finder; 
[locality] blogs; 
[locality] genealogy news 

Volunteer Management & Recognition Tools 
A way to provide manage your volunteers 
and recognize them for their contributors 
on your society website 

Volunteer Software 
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Virtual Tools Google Key Words 
Web Page Technical Support 
Provides technical expertise and support 
for your society website when you lack a 
qualified volunteer 

Website Expert; 
Website Expertise 

Virtual Board Meetings 
Expands your ability to include distance 
board members and serve members-at-
large 

Virtual Meeting 

Virtual Seminars 
Holding genealogical conferences or semi-
nars online – reaches distance members 
interested in the area of expertise your so-
ciety provides 

 
Web Conferencing 
 

E-commerce 
Gives your society the ability to have a 
revenue stream for services provided 

E-commerce; 
Pay-per-view 

Rating & Review 
Provides a mechanism for society mem-
bers to rate your website and/or databases; 
drives your strategy for future content 

Rating and review; 
Ratings and reviews 

Demographics on Visitors 
Create a demographic view into the visitors 
of your site and use that information to 
market directly to them 

Traffic Analysis; 
Traffic Analytics 

Conclusion  
 All societies that succeed in the commercial space will have to consider offers from commer-
cial partners—it will be one of the symptoms that you are succeeding and that your society is do-
ing something very right in the market space. Don’t be offended by their offers or interest in 
your society – rather, take it as an extreme compliment. What you decide to do with the offer is 
up to your society officers, board of directors and your members. 
 What the Internet started, the depressed economy is certainly accelerating! The solely mem-
bership-based genealogical society model is dying. Declining memberships, fewer volunteers, 
and smaller seminars all point to the impact the Internet and the economy are having on the 
way we approach genealogy and family history. Focus on your society’s assets, strengths and ex-
clusivity – take advantage of what your society can do that the dot com’s or large non-profit so-
cieties cannot do. In short, the mantra in 2009 remains: Go Virtual or Perish! And…the faster, 
the better! 
 [David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA, is employed by the Family History Department in 
Salt Lake City as the Chief Genealogical Officer and the Director of the Planning and Coordina-
tion Division. A professional genealogist since 1977, he is an Accredited Genealogist with ICAP-
Gen in Ireland research and a Certified Genealogist with the Board for Certification of Genealo-
gists. This article was the keynote address at the Societies Management Seminar, FGS 2009 
Conference in Little Rock, Arkansas.] 
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Sandra H. Luebking, Western Springs, Illinois 

The Heyrock Family, 1880–1930  
 research project can be remarkably successful when conducted online. This is evidenced in 
the study of the John Heyrock family which follows. All of the sources cited in this article 

originate from electronic data. Some information comes from viewing an image of the record, 
such as the scripted page from the federal census. Other data was provided by an abstract: a 
copy of selected items from the actual record.1 An example of an abstracted record is the death 
information for Samuel Ira Heyrock. The actual certificate is not available for online viewing. 
We instead have accepted items of information that an 
abstractor has selected for us from the more robust origi-
nal. We know there is more. 
 For a number of reasons, research does not end once 
the electronic resources are exhausted. First, we do want 
to see the full source that provided abstracted informa-
tion we found online, both for the additional detail and to 
verify the accuracy of the selected items. In addition, 
there are many important records that can only be 
viewed on site—for example, deeds at the county court-
house. The contents of those records will add depth and 
interest to the study.  
 This article shows how a preponderance of online re-
search helped to follow the Heyrock family through three 
westward migrations and the purchase of homesteads in 
two states. The closing paragraph suggests sources for 
first-hand exploration in the courthouses of North Da-
kota, Montana and Washington.  

First Migration 
 According to his naturalization papers, Canadian-born 
John Heyrock (1851–1929) moved to the Territory of Da-
kota in April 1879.2 The 600 mile journey was probably 
mostly by water, across Lake Huron then Lake Superior 
to Duluth, Minnesota. From the port of Duluth an over-
land trek northwest would take Heyrock to Dakota’s Pembina County. With John came his new 
wife Susana Schluchter Heyrock (1854–1928). They had married the month before in their 
hometown of Hay, Huron, Ontario, Canada.3  
 John and Susana settled in the township of Cavalier in Pembina County. Heyrock had been 
raised in an agricultural community in South Huron, Ontario and at age 27, he knew how to 
prosper from the rich soil of Dakota Territory. By 1886 he had homesteaded his first 160 acres.4  

                                                 
1  Mary McCampbell Bell, “Transcripts and Abstracts” in Professional Genealogy: A Manual for Researchers, Writers, 
Editors, Lecturers and Librarians, Elizabeth Shown Mills, editor, (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 
2001), 294: “Abstracts are summaries that record all important detail from a whole document.”   
2  North Dakota Institute for Regional Studies, North Dakota State University Library, “Index to Naturalizations” ( 
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/db/naturalization : accessed 10 August 2009); entry for John Heyrock. Copies of 
originals from University of North Dakota, Department of Special Collections, Chester Fritz Library, Grand Forks, 
ND, of declaration of intent, vol. D-1 p48 (1879); and petition for naturalization, vol. P-15, p146 (1884).  
3  “Ontario Canada Marriage Records 1857-1922,” p353. Digital image by subscription (www.ancestry.com : accessed 
24 July 2009); marriage of John Heyrock and Susana Schluchter, married 06 March 1879 in Hay, Huron, Ontario, 
Canada.  
4  U. S. Bureau of Land Management, “Patent Search,” database, General Land Office Records 
(www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch : accessed 20 May 2006); entry for John Heyrock, Montana State office, doc. 
no. 427. The case files need to be examined. 

A 

Heyrock daughters; possibly Mary 
Ellen (age 26), Ada (24) and Cora 
(22). c1906. 
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 Nine children were born to John and Susana and eight survived to adulthood: Samuel Ira 
(1880–1922), Mary (1881– ), Ada (1883–1940), Cora (1885–1960), Elva (1888–1953), Laura 
(1889–1983), William (1893–1981) and Lenora (1899–1982). The photograph on the cover of 
this issue of FORUM is of John, Susana, and the oldest four children. The studio imprint on the 
photo is “Senior’s Photo Studio, Main Street, Exeter.” If this location is Exeter, Ontario, Canada, 
as is believed, the photo is evidence of a significant journey back home in 1885–1886. 
 The 1900 census shows the family in Cavalier Township, Pembina County, North Dakota. 
John and son Samuel Ira are laboring on the farm. The two oldest girls are employed: Mary as 
an apprentice milliner, and Ada as a dressmaker.5 Pembina County is the furthest northeast 
county in North Dakota. John’s 160-acre homestead was 24 miles west of the North Da-
kota/Minnesota border and 18 miles south of the Manitoba/North Dakota border.6  
 This homestead and the house John built remained special to the family. Sometime around 
1930 a photograph was taken and on the back is written, “Pulling some chips of the old oak logs 
of the first house on the homestead at Cavalier, North Dakota. Keep this print.”7 See the photo-
graph on page 19. 
 Neighbors at Cavalier included John’s brothers Henry Heyrock (1855–1936) who in 1884 pur-
chased 160 acres six miles south and David (1863– ) who bought 160 acres about five miles west 
of John in 1889. In 1888, a Kate Heyrock homesteaded 160 acres two miles northwest of John.8 
Kate is believed to be John’s younger sister, Catherine Heyrock (1853– ). 

Second Migration 
 Sometime after April 1910,9 the John Heyrock family moved west to Hill County, Montana. 
The trip from Pembina County, North Dakota, to Hill County, Montana, is about 700 miles. In 
Montana, the family began to file homesteads. First Samuel Ira (February 1915) and John 
(March 1915), then daughters Elva (February 1916) and Cora (April 1917) secure homesteads.10 
The four homesteads of 320 acres each, give the Heyrocks a total of 1280 acres—two sections of 
land. John’s brother Henry joins them in July 1917, homesteading 320 acres to strategically 
bridges the lands of John, Samuel Ira, and Cora. Elva’s land is a half mile east of Samuel Ira’s.11  
 The homesteads are in western Hill County, north of present-day State Route 2 which runs 
across much of northern Montana. The Hill county seat at Havre is about 30 miles to the east. 
Havre served as a major service center for the Great Northern Railway with its location midway 
between Seattle and Minneapolis-St. Paul. Six miles southwest of Havre stood Ft. Assinniboine, 
one of Montana’s principle military posts since 1879. Also at the time the Heyrocks home-
steaded, the Rocky Boy Indian Reservation was established (1916) for the Chippewa-Cree Tribe. 

                                                                                                                                                             
 
5  1900 U.S. census, Pembina County, North Dakota, population schedule, Town of Cavalier, ED 111 pp5-6, lines 42-
43. John Heyrock [indexes as Hyrock]; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 10 June 2009); 
from National Archives microfilm T623, roll 1230. 
6  Hone, E. Wade, Land and Property Research in the United States, Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1997, p 252, Pembina 
County, North Dakota. The Heyrock property, in four parcels, is the north half of the northeast quarter of Section 3 in 
Township 161 N, Range 54 W. The parcels are identified as Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4.  
7  Photograph in the possession of John Heyrock’s great-granddaughter, Laura Lee Adams, as of August 2009. 
8  U. S. Bureau of Land Management, “Patent Search,” database, General Land Office Records 
(www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch : accessed 20 May 2006); entries for Henry Heyrock (1884) doc. no. 4581, 
David Heyrock (1889), doc. no. 12002, and Kate Heyrock (1888), doc. no. 11346. Montana State office. 
9 1910 U.S. census, Pembina County, North Dakota, population schedule, City of Cavalier, ED 140 p3A, lines 40-46. 
John Heyrock; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 12 June 2009); from National Archives 
microfilm T624, roll 1145. 
10  U.S. Bureau of Land Management, “Patent Search,” database, General Land Office Records 
(www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch : accessed 20 May 2006); entries for Samuel Ira Heyrock, doc. no. 04064, 
John Heyrock, doc. no. 04062, Elva R. Heyrock, doc. no. 014059, and Cora M. Heyrock, doc. no. 016297. Havre, 
North Dakota office. 
11  U. S. Bureau of Land Management, “Patent Search,” database, General Land Office Records 
(www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch : accessed 20 May 2006); entry for Henry Heyrock, Montana State office, 
doc. no. 04063. 
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 The law under which the Heyrocks homesteaded in Montana required that the property be 
continuously resided upon, built upon and cultivated over a five-year period. The maximum 
homestead, which had been 160 acres, increased to 320 acres in 1909. This doubling of acres no 
doubt accounts for the family’s move to Montana. As did other families who could come up with 
the required $1.25 per acre ($400 for the homestead), the Heyrocks took full advantage of the 
law which permitted single men and women over 21 to homestead.  
 At least some of the family’s holdings were still being farmed in 1920. In a fortunate—though 
rare—double enumeration of the federal census, we find John and Samuel Ira twice. In the first 
entry they are living with Susana and daughters Cora, Elva and Lenora in Kalispell City, Flat-
head County, Montana.12 And the second enumeration of John and Samuel Ira is in Sage, Hill 
County, Montana, 170 miles east of Kalispell,13 where they are shown as farming on property 
near to Henry Heyrock.14  
 It is likely that John Heyrock stopped farming after Samuel Ira’s death in 1922, at the age of 
42.15 John, now 71, was no doubt largely dependent upon Samuel Ira’s labor and Samuel’s death 
probably caused the old farmer to retire. By 1930 Henry, now 70, was also retired.16 He died in 
                                                 
12  1920 U.S. census, Flathead County, Montana, population schedule, Ward 3, Kalispell City, ED 50, p. 6A, lines 4-9. 
John Heyrock; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed July 2009); from National Archives mi-
crofilm T625, roll 971. 
13  1920 U.S. census, Hill County, Montana, population schedule, Sage School District 49, ED 140 p5 lines 42-43. John 
Heyrock; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 July 2009); from National Archives micro-
film T625, roll 971. 
14  1920 U.S. census, Hill County, Montana, population schedule, Sage School District 49, ED 140 p5 lines 14. Henry 
Heyrock; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 July 2009); from National Archives micro-
film T625, roll 971. 
15  Montana State Genealogical Society, “Montana Death Index 1920-29, database” abstracts, 
(www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mtmsgs/death20H.htm : accessed 28 July 2009); for Samuel Ira Heyrock died 29 
June 1922, filed at Kalispell, Flathead County, Montana. 
16 1930 U.S. census, Hill County, Montana, population schedule, Sage, ED 21-44 p1A. Henry Heyrock; digital image by 
subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 July 2009); from National Archives microfilm T626, roll 1257. 

The first Heyrock house on the homestead at Cavalier, South Dakota 
dates back to c1880. It was made of oak logs. 
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1936 in Hill County, Montana.17 
 By 1923 five of the six Heyrock daughters were married.18 Daughter Cora remained single 
throughout her life. She was educated in Grand Forks, North Dakota, and by 1930 is teaching in 
a public school on the Fort Peck Reservation in east Montana.19 The youngest son William was 
working on a stock ranch in Lincoln County, Montana.20 The absence of farm work and the ces-
sation of the care of eight children meant life had slowed considerably for John and Susana. But 
there was one grand adventure yet ahead of them. 

Third Migration 
 Sometime after 1923 the Heyrocks migrated even further west. Across western Montana, and 
down through the panhandle of Idaho, into Washington State at Spokane. Their destination was 
Reardon, Lincoln County, just west of Spokane. They joined the family of their eldest daughter, 
Mary, who had married the minister Menno Hunsberger. Like the Heyrocks, the Hunsbergers 
had moved around the west, from North Dakota to South Dakota, then Montana, back to North 
Dakota, and finally, about 1922, to Washington State.21  
 Susana Heyrock died at Reardon 25 November 1928.22 John died at Reardon less than four 
months later, on 09 March 1929.23  

Where to Search Next 
 Although the online sources have given a wonderful picture of the Heyrocks, there is still 
much to explore. Obtaining the General Land Office case files for each of the nine homesteads 
(John, Henry, David and Kate in North Dakota and John, Henry, Samuel Ira, Elva and Cora in 
Montana) would be a good beginning. The next question is, what other land were acquired by 
the Heyrocks? We can’t assume they purchased only homestead land so a check of the grantee 
(buyer) indexes at each county courthouse is in order.  
 The whole matter of the disposal of land owned by the Heyrocks must be addressed. Was their 
land parceled off and sold and if so, was there a profit? Or was the land distributed as a result of 
probate? Several days in courthouses should resolve these questions. And while we are there, we 
can pick up some of the vital records, as well. 
 Learning the cause of death for 42-year-old Samuel Ira would tell part of the story. Was his 
death the result of a farming accident or illness? We know when and where Henry died: tracking 
him and brother David, and their supposed sister Kate, would also open up additional avenues 
of research, notably details into the previous generation. What a wealth of information awaits us 
off line. 
 Newspaper accounts of any of the events referenced above could also deepen our understand-
ing of the experience of the Heyrocks from their departure from Canada to the deaths of Susana 
and John before 1930. Obituaries are a good starting point and, although many newspapers are 

                                                 
17 Montana State Genealogical Society, “Montana Death Index 1930-39, database” abstracts, 
(www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mtmsgs/death20H.htm : accessed 28 July 2009) for Henry Heyrock died 30 Decem-
ber 1936, filed at Havre, Hill County, Montana. 
18  Family papers in the possession of  John Heyrock’s great-granddaughter, Laura Lee Adams, as of August 2009. 
19  1930 U.S. census, Roosevelt County, Montana, population schedule, Fort Peck Reservation, ED 43-3 p12A. Cora 
Heyrock; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 July 2009); from National Archives micro-
film T626, roll 1261. 
20  1930 U.S. census, Lincoln County, Montana, population schedule, Laird School District 77, ED 26-21 p1B. William 
Heyrock indexed as Heycock; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 July 2009); from Na-
tional Archives microfilm T626, roll 1257. 
21  1930 U.S. census, Lincoln County, Washington, population schedule, Reardan, ED 22-42 p2A, lines 18-23. M. E. 
Hunsberger; digital image by subscription, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 July 2009); from National Archives mi-
crofilm T626, roll 2508. 
22  FamilySearch, “Washington State Death Certificates 1907-1960,” certificate (www.labs.familysearch.org : accessed 
June 2009); for Susana Ann Heyrock, died 25 November 1928, Reardan, Lincoln County, Washington.  
23  FamilySearch, “Washington State Death Certificates 1907-1960,” certificate (www.labs.familysearch.org, accessed 
June 2009); for John K. Heyrock, died 09 March 1929, Reardan, Lincoln County, Washington.  
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indexed on line, the ones we seek are not. Contact with the area libraries should also be on our 
agenda. 
 While much has been learned about the Heyrocks from online sources, footprints of their 
passing are still hidden in the original records of the county courthouses of the states in which 
they dwelled or owned property. In addition to records listed above, we could explore tax and 
court records, and the dozens of miscellaneous books, i.e., marks and brands, that make up the 
rich resources at the county level. 
 Online—then offline—is the best combination for thorough searches and mastery of the family 
history story. 
 [The author thanks Ms. Laura Lee Adams for permission to publish the photographs and the 
story of her great-grandfather, John Heyrock.] 

Strays 
 The following references to a family or individual appear in records in states beyond their state of resi-
dence. If you find one of these “strays,” send a postcard with 1) name(s) involved; 2) residence when re-
cord was created; 3) type and date of record and citation; 4) present location of record; 5) your full name 
and address. Print the information clearly and mail the postcard to U.S. Strays, FORUM Editorial Office, 
P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558-0271. For a copy of a postcard entry, send an SASE and the file 
number shown on the left (21:3:x) to the above address.  
 
21:3:1. Frankie Schultzbert of Sweden, married 1899 Los Angeles, Frank Burr Veasey [Luebking, Illinois] 
21:3:2. William Mullaney of Wisconsin, married 1899 Los Angeles, Bridget Noonan of Canada [Luebking, 

Illinois] 
21:3:3. Fred Minter of Kansas, married 1899 Los Angeles, Mary Ruth Insley of Kansas [Luebking, Illinois] 
21:3:4. C.A. Hawkins of New York, married 1899 Los Angeles, Louise Allen [Luebking, Illinois] 
21:3:5. Gregory Vragnizan of Austria, married 1899 Los Angeles, Mrs. Kate Pitchfard [Luebking, Illinois] 
21:3:6. John Wilson, supposed to have perished in the 1871 Chicago Fire, was found alive in Seymour, 

Iowa, in 1905. His wife, Mrs. Ellen Wilson, was living as a widow with their two daughters in Toledo, 
Ohio. [Luebking, Illi-
nois] 

21:3:7. George Cumins, 25 
year-old wheelwright 
from Canada, sailed 
from Upper Canada to 
the U.S. Port of San-
dusky, Ohio, 1820. 
[Luebking, Illinois] 

21:3:8. Antoin Kudnszski 
from Russia to Chicago 
March 1893 [Luebking, 
Illinois] 

21:3:9. John B. Horton of 
Fishkill, Dutchess 
County, New York, died 
27 March 1829 age 26. 
Buried St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands. (Hew-
lett, Pennsylvania) 

21:3:10. Laura Ann Mason 
aged 65 [or 85], of 
Connecticut, died 
Monee, Illinois 23 Sep-
tember 1876. 
[Luebking, Illinois] 
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David S. Ferriero Named U.S. Archivist 
avid S. Ferriero has been named by President Obama to be the Archivist of the United 
States. If the Senate confirms this appointment, Ferriero will become the tenth Archivist 

since the National Archives was established. 
 The Archivist’s role is one that is critical to researchers worldwide. Among many duties, the 
Archivist must:  
 • make sure that highly sensitive presidential papers and electronic records are saved and 
made available to the public  
 • seek funding from Congress for the resources to process and preserve traditional paper re-
cords while making the transition to managing electronic records 

 • monitor government branches to ensure 
their compliance with the legal requirements of 
the Federal Records Act and the Presidential 
Records Act  
 • implement a new system to preserve Elec-
tronic Records Archives (ERA) which is sched-
uled to begin in January 2011 
 • oversee declassification and open access to 
public information in the development of the 
government-wide Controlled Unclassified In-
formation (CUI) policy. A part of this is to de-
termine how NARA will respond to recommen-
dations to streamline and expedite the declassi-
fication process 
 • improve on-line access to finding aids and 
digitized portions of NARA collections and 
other opportunities for access to historical re-
sources held by NARA 
 • reform the Presidential Library System, i.e., 

evaluating trade-offs between preservation and access 
 • strengthen NARA’s organization in the face of the upcoming retirement of a large percentage 
of its workforce 
 • expand NARA’s educational and outreach activities by increasing public awareness of, and 
access to, its holdings 
 Ferriero comes to the position with deep credentials as a librarian and library administrator. 
He was Associate Director of Public Services at MIT Libraries for 31 years and was the Rita DiG-
iallonardo Holloway University Librarian and Vice Provost for Library Affairs at Duke Univer-
sity from 1996 through 2004. Currently, he is chief executive of the 
research libraries at the New York Public Library. This makes him 
responsible for the operations and overall management of NYPL’s 
Research Libraries, including public service, cataloging, conserva-
tion, automation, and collection development. The Research Librar-
ies annually serve 1.7 million people onsite and millions more 
through the Internet.  
 The new Archivist will succeed Allen Weinstein, who resigned for 
health reasons in December. 
[Adapted from “A New U.S. Archivist: David Ferriero” by Al Kamen, 
which appeared in the Washington Post and “David Ferriero” at 
Wikipedia, viewed August 2009.] 
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Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund 
his fund finances finding aids and the microfilming of valuable research materials from the 
holdings of the National Archives in Washington, D.C. These microform copies, produced 

without government funding, are distributed to National Archives Regions nationwide. The 
films are also available through any LDS (Mormon) Family History Center worldwide.  
 The fund honors Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern (1915–1994), who contributed to genealogy over a 
44-year period as an author, speaker, and active member of many influential national boards, 
including the Federation of Genealogical Societies.  

Homestead Files 
 Monies from the Stern-NARA Gift Fund will purchase two digital cameras for use by a part-
nership program to index and digitalize records that were created by the Homestead Act of 
1862. Nearly two million Homestead entries were made on public land and each file could have 
an average of fifteen pages. Details about this important project appear in “Digitizing the Home-
stead Records” by David E. Rencher in FORUM Fall 2008 (20:3) pages 5–6. 

Million Dollar Project  
 This project seeks to raise funds to microfilm two major collections of the National Archives. 
The first project is the War of 1812 pensions and bounty-land warrant records, which includes 
both indexed and unindexed files. In addition to veterans of the War of 1812, a number of Revo-
lutionary War veterans appear in these records. The second project is to fund microfilming of 
the United States Colored Troops (USCT) Compiled Service Records.  

How to Donate 
 Donations can be designated for one or both of these projects, or given to the general fund. 
Individual contributions are always welcome. But FGS encourages you to work through your lo-
cal society. An ongoing collection is taken by FGS-member (and several non-member) organiza-
tions to secure one dollar per year from each of their members, then forward the total amount in 
one check to the Federation. 
 To donate, send your contribution marked NARA Gift Fund and designate its placement. Mail 
to FGS Business Office, NARA Gift Fund, P. O. Box 200940, Austin, Texas 78720-0940; or do-
nate online at www.fgs.org.  

Recent Donations by Societies to the General Account 
 Central Florida Genealogical Society $8; Clermont County Genealogical Society (OH) $200; Ital-
ian Genealogical Society (NY), $100; Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst (IL) $13. 
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News In Brief 
 David E. Rencher, former FGS President and current board member, has been named Chief 
Genealogical Officer (CGO) of FamilySearch. He will be responsible for helping FamilySearch 
align strategic business decisions with the needs and demands of genealogy-related markets. 
Rencher is a 28-year veteran of FamilySearch and a popular leader in genealogy and archive cir-
cles. He has held leadership positions with several national organizations, is a professional ge-
nealogist, and is in great demand as a keynote speaker. In addition to his new role as the CGO, 
Rencher will continue to direct FamilySearch’s collection development activities. [Press release 
by FamilySearch International 08 May 2009] 

* * * * * 
 Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck retired 31 August 2009 from the Dallas Public Library where he has 
headed the Genealogy Section since 1973. Mr. Bockstruck will continue as course coordinator, 
course II, at the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research, Samford University, Birming-
ham, Alabama, where he has taught since 1974.  

* * * * * 
 The Ohio Genealogical Society broke ground for its new library and headquarters in Bellville, 
Ohio, on 29 May 2009. The start of construction on the new library building with floor space of 
18,000 square feet coincides with the society’s 50th anniversary. The building will rest on a 7.6-
acre site donated by James and Marjorie Gorman. OGS is the nation’s largest state genealogical 
society with more than 6,000 members from Ohio and elsewhere. The society has more than 90 
chapters throughout the state. Visit the society’s website at www.ogs.org for more information. 
[Press release from Wallace Huskonen, OGS Publicity Chairman, 06 May 2009].  

* * * * * 
 President Obama met with Latter-day Saints Church President Thomas S. Monson, Elder Dal-
lin H. Oaks of the Church’s Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nevada, a member of the LDS church. The church leaders gave the president five 
leather-bound volumes by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints tracing back the gene-
alogy of the president’s family, as they did for Presidents George W. Bush and Bill Clinton. 
[From the ABC news blog dated 23 July 2009]  

State Reporting 
NATIONAL 

 Distant Cousin.com offers a search in original city directories for a number of cities, including 
a new entry for Sioux City, Iowa for 1914. Searches are offered at www.distantcousin.com/. 
Scroll down to the City Directories section and select a state to browse titles. Click on a city, then 
click on the letter which corresponds to the first letter of the last name for the person you are 
seeking. Find the specific surname then click on the page number to see the appropriate page. 
Directories include Palo Alta, California 1926; Chicago 1844 and 1855/56; Boston 1800, 1850 
and 1904; Raleigh, North Carolina 1930; Fargo, North Dakota 1909; Columbia, South Carolina 
1859l Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 1928; and Oshkosh, Wisconsin 1886/87. The scans are clear and 
legible. Directories are being added on a regular basis.  
 
COLORADO 

Columbine Genealogical & Historical Society, Inc. 
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Littleton, Colorado 
www.columbinegenealogy.com 
 The 96-page booklet Celebrating Our 35th Anniversary 1973-2008: Our History, Activities, 
Achievements, Awards and 35th Membership Roll has been a success. Co-editor Gary Routh 
said, “Our objectives were to publish a brief history of less than 100 pages which would sell for 
less than $10 and could be read in less than an hour.” Columbine’s Ways and Means bookstore 
is the sole agent for the booklet. A mail order form is available at 
www.columbinegenealogy.com/pdfs/35Anniv-ORDERFORM.pdf. [Columbine Genealogical & 
Historical Society Newsletter Third Quarter 2008.] 
 
OHIO 

Hamilton County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 15085 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 
 Thirty years of the Society’s publications, the Tracer and the Gazette, are now available on two 
CDs or one DVD in pdf format. Every annual surname index and significant article index is in-
cluded. Topics include: African-American sources, church baptism and birth records, cemetery 
deeds at the recorder’s office, church histories, various church death records, Deutsche Pionier 
Verein, 1868-1950 member list and birthplaces, Germany emigration records, church, newspa-
per and probate court marriage records, Hamilton County community histories, and many 
more. Contents are detailed at http://www.hcgsohio.org under Research Aids. Use the order 
form at the site found on the Publications page, or send a request to Secretary at the above ad-
dress with your check made out to HCCOGS. Copies after October 1 sell for $20 for DVD and 
$24 for the CDs including postage.  
  
NEW JERSEY 

 The Westfield Memorial Library offers an index to Westfield newspapers: The Westfield 
Leader 1907–2008; Westfield Record Press, 1990–2007; and Union County Standard 1891–
1915 (not inclusive). Go to the website at http://wmlnj.org and from the library’s Home Page 
click on Online Resources, then Online Databases. Ignore the information that you will need a 
barcode or library card and scroll down to Newspapers. Click there and then scroll down to the 
titles. Click on the Archives for a search of all titles and dates. [Gleanings from the Westfields 
30:2 June 2009 page 12.] 
  
NEW YORK 

 More than ten million pages of historical New York State newspapers 1817–2007, city directo-
ries, probate records, and postcards are available at fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html. Click on the 
FAQ Help Index at the site for tips on searching as the process requires knowledge of dates.  
 
WISCONSIN 

Green Count Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 313  
Monroe, Wisconsin 53566 
mailto:green_ancestors@hotmail.com 
 The Society was organized in 2001 and meets monthly at the Monroe Public Library. A short 
business meeting begins at 10AM followed by an interesting program and refreshments. Meet-
ings are open to the public. The Society will answer genealogical questions and offers research 
assistance. Among the publications available for sale are: 1852 Militia Lists, Naturalization Book 
One, 1877 History of Green County, 2000–2005 Monroe Times Obituaries, Cadiz Township 
Cemeteries, Mt. Hope Cemetery Photos – Spring Grove, Green County, WI, and Union Oakley 
Cemetery Photos. 
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Records Preservation & Access 
Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy 
Librarian for fifteen years before her early retirement. She holds a Certificate 
in Genealogical Research (professional) from Brigham Young University, is a 
member of the FGS/NGS Records Preservation and Access Committee, and 
a past director of the Federation. To submit or examine current information 
about record availability, visit the FGS Web site at www.fgs.org/ 
rpac/index.php. Linda’s e-mail address is caldmccl@earthlink.net. 
 
Records Preservation & Access Committee 
 The FGS/NGS Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) has been monitoring sev-
eral bills in 2009.  
 California Senate Bill 40 would impose a number of restrictions on the use of Social Security 
numbers in public records. Of interest to genealogists, this bill would provide that a document 
containing more than the last four digits of a social security number is not entitled for recording, 
and require that only the last four digits of a person's social security number be displayed on 
birth and death records. This would apply to documents created after 01 January 2010. The 
billed passed the Senate in late April and was sent to the Assembly Judiciary Committee. 
http://tinyurl.com/yaocmsv. 
 California Assembly Bill 130 now includes marriage records in addition to birth and death re-
cords indices that contain restrictions on the listing of a mother’s maiden name. The bill passed 
the California Assembly in June and was sent to the Senate Rules Committee. 
http://tinyurl.com/yalybwk.  
 Pennsylvania House Bill 931 is an Act amending the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), 
known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, further providing for general powers and duties of De-
partment of Health, for disclosure of records and for evidentiary sufficiency of records; provid-
ing for access to records on Internet website; and making an appropriation. The committee will 
send a letter of support to the Pennsylvania legislature. http://tinyurl.com/y97fy8n. 
 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

 In early June, a joint signing ceremony between the National Archives and the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services (CIS) made immigration files created on 32 million aliens resid-
ing in the United States since 1944 part of the permanent collection. The CIS/Department of 
Homeland Security will now send Alien Case Files to the National Archives when 100 years have 
passed since the birth date of the alien. Information in the files includes photographs, personal 
correspondence, birth certificates, health records, interview transcripts, visas, applications and 
information on all non-native alien residents. 
 The National Archives’ National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) in St. Louis, Missouri has 
opened more than six million individual personnel files of former federal civilian employees 
from the mid-1800s through 1951. Records include those from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, War 
Relocation Authority, and the Department of Justice. Visitors to NPRC in St. Louis may make an 
appointment (314.801.0850) to view the records for free in the Archival Research Room. To 
purchase a copy of a particular record, send a written request to NPRC, Civilian Personnel Re-
cords, 111 Winnebago Street, St. Louis, MO 63118-4199. The request should include the re-
quester’s contact information, the former federal employee’s full name, date of birth, name of 
employing agency, and the period of employment. Depending on the size of the record, copies of 
the records cost $20 or $60. 
 Miriam Nisbet is the director of the newly created Office of Government Information Services. 
She will oversee policy guidance to agencies for handling Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

Linda McCleary
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requests and mediate disagreements about agency decisions not to grant requests.  
 The Pacific Region National Archives Branch at Laguna Niguel, California will be moved to 
the Federal Records Center (FRC) at Perris, California by Spring 2010. High rent and inability to 
renovate the building to meet standards were cited for the closure. 
 
NATIONAL 

 ALABAMA: The Morgan County (AL) Archives is the recipient of a $3,000 grant from the Ala-
bama Historical Records Advisory Board. The grant will be used to provide shelving, archival 
containers and a database index for historical estate case files dating back to 1825. 
 INDIANA: The Jefferson County, Indiana (Madison) Courthouse was damaged in a May fire. 
Local preservation experts were able to retrieve deeds and some other vital documents, but 
many others were extensively damaged by either fire or water damage. More than 8,000 cubic 
feet of documents have been removed from the Courthouse since the fire. The fire was acciden-
tally caused during the renovation of the Courthouse. 
 MASSACHUSETTS: The Massachusetts Genealogical Council has written a white paper 
called “Framing a Discussion on Vital Records Access”. With the rise of identity theft across the 
nation, the Council’s paper addresses these concerns and public records access. All genealogists 
should advocate for open public records with limited restrictions. Their white paper is available 
as a PDF and can be access through their website at www.massgencouncil.org.  
 MICHIGAN: Because of budget cuts, the Library of Michigan is in danger of closing, and the 
various collections might be distributed throughout Michigan. Beginning last July, new hours 
for public service are from 10AM–5PM, Monday through Saturday. Anyone having Michigan 
family connections should write to the Lt. Governor John Cherry, State Capitol, P.O. Box 30026, 
Lansing, MI 48909 to show support for the library. 
 On a positive note, in March the Library of Michigan and the Archives of Michigan launched a 
free website that features nearly one million Michigan death certificates for the years 1897 to 
1920. These Michigan historical records can be viewed online at www.seekingmichigan.org. The 
Library has indexed the records making them searchable by surname, death date, location and 
age.  
 NORTH CAROLINA: The State Library of North Carolina and the North Carolina State Ar-
chives recently placed North Carolina Family Records Online at http://tinyurl.com/p9emg2. 
The digital collection contains family Bible records from the State Archives, the six-volume Mar-
riage and Death Notices from the Raleigh Register and North Carolina State Gazette 1799–1893 
and an 1,100 page compendium of marriage announcements and obituaries compiled by former 
State Librarian Carrie L. Broughton. 
 WYOMING: A comprehensive statewide collection of digitized Wyoming newspapers from 
1849-1922 is now available online at www.wyonewspapers.org. Researchers can access the indi-
vidual issues of the Cheyenne Daily Leader, the Laramie Sentinel, the Natrona County Tribune, 
the South Pass News, the Torrington Telegram, the Inter-Mountain Globe and others through 
keyword searching by title, year, city or county. The Wyoming Legislature, the Governor of 
Wyoming, and the Library Services and Technology Act federal program secured the funding for 
this project. 
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Ethnic & International 
A special thank you to Linda Caldwell McCleary, columnist for Records Preservation and Access, 
who provided the entries for this issue.  
 
CANADA 
 The Archives of Ontario recently moved to its new facility on York University’s Keele campus 
at 134 Ian Macdonald Boulevard, Toronto, Ontario M7A 2C5. The facility is an environmentally 
friendly, state-of-the-art building. Telephone and e-mail addresses will remain the same. 
 Library and Archives Canada: New databases are now available in the Canadian Genealogy 
Centre Room, Library and Archives Canada, 395 Wellington Street, Ottawa, Ontario: Arcadian – 
Cajun Family Trees; Births, Deaths and Marriages from Newfoundland newspapers, 1810-1890; 
Halifax Herald online, 1961–1992; Ontario: Cemetery, Maps and Land books; Quebec: Mar-
riages, Deaths, Notaries and Land Grant records; England and Ireland: Cornwall, Hampshire 
and Norfolk Phillimore’s Parish Registers, Irish Wills, Grave inscriptions, 1851 Irish census re-
turns; Passenger Ship Arrivals to Canadian ports, 1865–1899, and various military records. 
 
GERMANY 
 Portions of Northern Europe’s largest collection of documents and artifacts housed in the Co-
logne Germany Archives were destroyed on Friday, 27 March 2009. Important documents, some 
dating from Roman times, were buried in the rubble of the building that twisted upon itself 
while collapsing. Two people perished in the collapse. Over 800 collections were housed in the 
Cologne Archives including music, architectural drawings and the municipal depository. Plans 
are underway to build a new Archives building in another part of the city but some records are 
gone forever. 
 
INDIA 
 Major cemeteries in Calcutta, India are now being digitized. This will help locate graves of 
men involved in the British East India Company business in the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies. Surname indexes of some major cemeteries throughout India can be viewed at: 
www.indian-cemeteries.org/cemetery_index.asp. 
 
IRELAND 
 Burial records for Limerick’s largest cemetery, Mount Saint Lawrence, are digitized and avail-
able free of charge on the Internet. Records from 1855–1896 are available online at: 
www.limerick.ie/DigitalArchives/MountStLawrenceBurialRegisterBookOne1855-1896/. The 
Limerick City Council decided to authorize the usage of the burial records to promote an aware-
ness and appreciation of the social history of Limerick. 
 
SCOTLAND 
 In addition to having Church of Scotland births/baptisms and banns marriages digitized and 
online at scotlandspeople.gov.uk, death/burial records will also be available. These records be-
gin 300 years earlier than the civil registration system in 1855. The General Register Office for 
Scotland began the digitization project in 2001. 
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Family Associations 
Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. 
Family Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication 
should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 
 

The Colby Family Association, or the Colby Clan, does not have a formal 
website of its own. However, several members do maintain their own web-
sites with various amounts and types of information. The most comprehen-
sive and the most widely used for research is maintained by Ronald Colby of 
Kearns, Utah. It is located at freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~colby/colbyfam. 
Barbara Zdravesky, the current Secretary and newsletter editor for the Clan, maintains a wiki at 
colbyclan.pbwiki.com/. The wiki is a simple site, primarily for her own use as electronic storage 
of information, images, and documents sent to her by Colby members. Other Clan member web-
sites are linked on Ronald Colby’s site.  
 The Clan includes anyone who can trace ancestry back to Anthony Colby, the first known 
Colby to emigrate from England in 1630, with Winthrop’s Fleet. Anthony Colby and his wife 
Susannah were among the first settlers of the town of Amesbury, Massachusetts, the site of the 
Macy-Colby House, which still stands on Anthony’s land plot. Anthony had eight children (seven 
lived to adulthood), and died in February 1660 in Salisbury, Massachusetts.  
 Among Clan members and Colby family researchers, there has been extensive debate over 
where Anthony Colby lived in England before coming to New England. The Anthony Colby living 
in Beccles, Suffolk County, son of Thomas and Beatrice (Felton) Colby is now believed to have 
been too young, though several clan members might still argue that he is the ancestor. They 
have now collectively (“more or less”) agreed that our Anthony Colby was christened/baptized 
on 8 September 1605 in Horbling, Lincolnshire, England; his parents were Thomas Colby and 
Anne Jackson.  
 The clan has a reunion each year on the third Saturday in August. The location is chosen at 
the prior year’s reunion, but is always in New England. Clan members agree to take turns host-
ing the event. The reunion includes a gathering on Friday evening, for those who stay overnight. 
On Saturday, there is a meal, a business meeting, and an activity. Activities vary from fashion 
shows to concerts and lectures. The clan has three newsletters each year in March, June, and 
September. Annual dues of $5 per calendar year are collected to pay for the newsletter and reun-
ion expenses. The clan also makes an annual donation to the Macy-Colby House.  
 [This summary was provided by secretary Barbara Zdravesky who can be reached at 
barbara.zdravesky@gmail.com.] 

* * * * * 
 The Keathley National Website reports that there are several variant spellings including Keathley, 
Keathly, Keithley, Keatly, and others. It appears that most of them derive from the same source, a hamlet 
in West Yorkshire, England called Keighley. According to their website, during and after the Viking in-
vasions of England in the ninth-eleventh centuries, some of the invaders chose to stay and start a new life. 
Keighley was the location of several of these Norse settlements. The hamlet was recognized in the Do-
mesday Survey ordered by William the Conqueror in 1085, but there are few extant records until the early 
thirteenth century. By 1284, the hamlet was called "Kygheley," and one of the first documented holders 
of the name, Sir Henry de Kygheley, held the manor in 1305. Sir Henry was a member of Parliament as 
early as 1300, at which time he was appointed to hear complaints against King Edward I regarding viola-
tions of the Magna Carta, the 1215 document that is the basis of English common law.  
 A prominent member of the family was Sir Richard Keighley (1385–1415), a Knight men-
tioned briefly, by William Shakespeare, in his play, "Henry V," Act 4, scene 8.  
 Of the American branches, the Keathley group believe there were five. None of these five 

Christine Rose
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groups has been definitely tied to another, but it is likely that at least three of them are the same.  
 1. The descendants of four German brothers who arrived in Kentucky in 1792. They are gener-
ally known by the "Keithley" spelling, “although they are probably not actually Keithleys at all.” 
 2. The descendants of William Keathley of North Carolina (1775–c1861), whose family spread 
to Kentucky, West Virginia, Indiana, Missouri, Texas, and other locations.  
 3. The descendants of John Keathley of North Carolina (1730–1793), whose family spread to 
Tennessee, Alabama, Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, Louisiana, and other points. They are known 
by both "Keathley" and "Kethley."  
 4. The descendants of a group of English Keithley families in Maryland in the late 1700s.  
 5. The Keathleys of White County, Tennessee, siblings John, Jesse, Willis, Sarah, Joseph, and 
Henry. They are known by various spellings.  
More information on each of the above groups can be accessed at their website.  
 [Contact: www.keathleywebs.com/keathley or contact Dr. Sandy Keathley at sandy@keathley-
webs.com.] 
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Notes from the Field 
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF, is the Genealogy Center Manager of the 
Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He is a former presi-
dent of both the Federation of Genealogical Societies and the National Ge-
nealogical Society. 
 

Our Military Heritage:  
A Growing Source of Military Data for Genealogists 

ilitary records are a consequential part of many researchers’ quests to discover and docu-
ment their ancestors. The amount of personal data and important context many military 

records provide make them extremely valuable documents. Military records include service re-
cords, pension records, claims, published works of all sorts including unit and regimental histo-
ries, letters and diaries, rolls of honor, and the works of patriotic and military heritage societies.  
 Among all the various types of military records, pension records tend to be the most prized as 
they provide (1) evidence of a person's service, (2) documents that establish both his identity 

and his qualifications for a pension, and (3) the potential 
of testimony from comrades, family members, and 
neighbors to support his claim for a pension. Yet veterans 
of genealogical research appreciate that although highly 
prized, pension records are but one of numerous useful 
record types that can document one's military ancestor.  
 To appreciate the key role military records play in 
documenting many ancestors, one simply needs to plot 
one’s family along a timeline. From the very earliest days 
of our country to the present, there has scarcely been a 
generation in which there wasn't some military activity. 
From the colonial time with the French & Indian War to 
today's military engagements in Afghanistan, every gen-
eration can proudly claim a roll of veterans who provided 
military service to their country. It is the tremendous 
quantity, the extraordinary detail, and the increasing 
availability of these records that make them ever more 
consequential to genealogical researchers. 
 With this tremendous value in mind, the Allen County 
Public Library's Genealogy Center launched a website for 
posting military records of all types for free use by re-
searchers. Though in its infancy, “Our Military Heritage” 
at www.GenealogyCenter.Info/military currently con-
tains nearly thirty thousand page images and a number 
of searchable data files. The site grows each month 
through contributions of records by researchers and the 
Center's digitization efforts. The site offerings are varied-
--service records, pension files, rosters, rolls of honor, 
letters and diaries, journals, photographs, histories of all 

types, yearbooks of patriotic societies, discharge records, government documents, notifications 
of all sorts, and even web-streamed videos. An additional benefit is that a number of these re-
cords can be found no where else, with many of the remaining records available only in a hand-
ful of archives and repositories around the country.  

M 

Curt B. Witcher

Portion of Revolutionary War  
Muster Roll 



FGS FORUM 

34    Fall 2009, Volume 21, Number 3 

 One can gain access to the growing quantity of data on the military heritage website in a num-
ber of ways. The overall arrangement of the material is chronological by war with additional 
categories after the chronological arrangement for peacetime service; directories, yearbooks and 
other general works; and military burials. Clicking on a particular engagement will take one to a 
page that lists resources for that war. In many instances there is a search box for keyword 
searching of the texts for the specific source. If there is no search box on the main page for a 
specific resource, then that resource is simply available as a collection of browsable images and 
not searchable by name or keyword. While this may be initially disappointing for some, having 
24-7, free access to military documents makes finding specific information in collections of 
browsable images quite doable.  
 In addition to accessing search boxes when available, clicking on a title in a particular list of 
resources gives one a description of that title as well as links to begin browsing the title. In the 
case of books and periodicals, the description is rather standard and somewhat brief. In the case 
of collections of letters and photographs as well as other unpublished items, the descriptions can 
be rather robust. The description of Glenn Baker's World War II letters contains an autobio-
graphical vignette; Maxwell P. Smith's WWII and Korean War letters homepages contain a 
three-paragraph biographic sketch; and Edward C. Kuhn's Spanish-American War service re-
cords include links to Wikipedia and the Washington, DC Sunday Star. Way-points for browsing 
books are typically links to the chapters or sections in those books. With other collections the 
way-points may be chronological groupings or other logical designations.  
 For those materials that have been run through optical character recognition (OCR) software, 
one actually has a number of search options. A search of the OCR text for a name or keyword 
can done across the entire "Our Military Heritage" website, across all the resources for a particu-
lar war, or across a single, specific book. As previously mentioned, whether keyword searchable 
or not, one can browse through every source on the site and print every image. Currently a fea-
ture is being developed to assist researchers in downloading particular files or data sets.  
 In addition to military data from every time period being welcome and included, one of the 
more significant benefits to this site is that every type of document and record as well as every 
format is also welcome. From letters and photographs to scrapbooks and monographs, anything 
and everything that evidences military service or provides information about those who served 
and the conditions in which they defended our liberties and freedoms is welcome. Examples of 
current resources found at the site include: 
 • cemetery memorial plaques and inscriptions 
 • collections of letters 
 • numerous diaries 
 • collections of photographs 
 • postcard photographs 
 • a wartime sermon  
 • numerous regimental and unit histories 
 • service and pension files 
 • a WWI discharge record 
 The three web-streamed videos found on the site are quite moving and informative. They are 

World War I: Camp Zachary Taylor -- Quarter Masters Detachment, 28 October 1917
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entitled, “Our Time in Hell: General MacArthur’s 
Gamble in Saving Korea,” “Tell America: USS In-
dianapolis Disaster,” and “3 Tales of Vietnam.” 
There is literally nothing like experiencing a mili-
tary engagement through the actual words of 
those who were there.  
 A convenient way to keep track of the most re-
cent additions to the site is to click on the “Re-
cently Added” link on the right-hand side of the 
main webpage. In this same area of the “Our Mili-
tary Heritage” main webpage one can find a “Roll 
Call” link (an easy way to see a list of the indi-
viduals for whom there is a significant amount of 
data), a link to major military websites, and a link 
to instructions on how you can contribute infor-
mation to the website. If you have accumulated 
service and pension files from the National Ar-
chives over the years, loaning them to the Gene-
alogy Center will enable them to be posted online 
so genealogists and researchers everywhere can 
benefit from the information.  
 Whether looking for a place to discover docu-
mentation about your military ancestors, search-
ing for a website to immerse yourself in docu-
ments that tell the proud tale of military service in 

communities across the continent, or seeking to find a way to share valuable information about 
the military history of this country, “Our Military Heritage” has much to offer. 
 
 

World War II: Page from the history of the 
106th Infantry Division 
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Genealogy 2.0 
 Randy Seaver is the “Genealogy 2.0” columnist and author of the popular 
Genea-Musings blog, www.geneamusings.com. He is a genealogist living in 
Southern California, and is a past president of the Chula Vista Genealogical 
Society and a local genealogical speaker. Randy can be reached at 1154 Via 
Trieste, Chula Vista CA 91911, or by email at rjseaver@cox.net. 

Genealogy Blogs: Information, Research and Soapbox 
he genie is out of the bottle as far as controlling information on the Internet. Anybody can 
write something that is wise, pathetic, stimulating, obscene, endearing, harassing, fascinat-

ing, boring, etc. and have it published for the entire world to read and see. This is true in the ge-
nealogy world too. So many of us suffer from info-glut─too much information and too little time 
to make sense of all of it. Where do blogs fit in? 

What Is a Blog?  
 I highly recommend Drew Smith’s new book, Social Networking for Genealogists (published 
by Genealogical Publishing Company, Baltimore MD, 2009). In his chapter on Blogs, he de-
scribes them as: 

Blog (noun): A type of website in which new content is automatically displayed at the top of the 
home page, while older content is displayed further down the page and much older content is ar-
chived on other, linked pages. 
 Blog (verb): To maintain a blog 
 Blogger: A person who blogs. 

 The word “blog” is a contraction of “weblog” – meaning an online journal or newsletter. One 
thing that sets a blog apart from a “normal” web page is that the owner may permit comments 
by readers. Blogs appear as web pages, with a title block, some article content, and a sidebar or 
two with lists of previous posts, favored blogs (a “blogroll”) or favored websites, and perhaps a 
short biography and photograph of the blogger. 
 That describes how it is presented, but not exactly what it is in terms of content. Blogs are 
usually composed of a series of “posts” written by the “blogger” (blog owner) on subjects of in-
terest to the writer. A post may include images, videos or audio segments embedded in the blog 
post. The blogger may publish whenever s/he desires─monthly, weekly, daily, even many times 
a day. There are several types of genealogy-oriented blogs: 
 • Genealogy news and opinion blogs – posts may be press releases sent out by companies or 
groups, with or without editorial comment. Some posts may refer to news events or announce-
ments, and comment or opine on them. 
 • Genealogy research tips and techniques blogs – posts may be “how-to” articles about web-
sites or software, question-and-answer articles, or daily tips and reminders. 
 • Personal research blogs – posts may be articles about family members or ancestors, the re-
search experiences of the writer, or transcriptions of documents and artifacts. 
 • Topic-specific blogs – posts may be about specific surnames, specific localities, specific top-
ics (e.g., African-American, Civil War, cemetery symbols, etc.), software, specific websites, etc. 
 • Genealogy society or conference blogs – posts may be about society or conference activities 
– meeting announcements, speaker biographies, program summaries, volunteer opportunities, 
society publications, etc. 
 • Commercial company (books, software, records) blogs – posts may promote company prod-
ucts, highlight added website content, provide education and instruction. 
 • Carnivals – a regularly scheduled collection of articles on a specific topic voluntarily submit-

T 
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ted by a number of bloggers, with links to the blog articles and a short summary of each article. 
 • Blog-zines – a regularly scheduled collection of articles from authors on specific subjects so-
licited by the blog editor, like a magazine but published on a blog. 
 • Any combination of the above! 

Where to Find Genealogy Blogs? 
 The best place to find almost all genealogy blogs is at Chris Dunham’s Genealogy Blog Finder 
site (http://blogfinder.genealogue.com). There are over 1,300 genealogy blogs listed there, rang-
ing from very active blogs with daily posts to dormant blogs. It may be difficult to sort out which 
ones to read. You could start with some of the most recently published blogs (it’s one of the top-
ics) and follow links on the blogroll of several bloggers.  
 New genealogy blogs appear regularly as more genealogy researchers try their hand at writing 
about their family history, their genealogy experiences and even their research specialty. The 
Geneabloggers blog (www.geneabloggers.com) attempts to highlight new blogs, blog events and 
other genealogy blog news on a weekly basis. 
 The ProGenealogists website recently published a list of the “25 Most Popular Genealogy 
Blogs” (see http://tinyurl.com/genblog25); it’s a good place to start. If you look at that list, you 
will see several well-known genealogy writers and editors, including Dick Eastman, 
DearMYRTLE, Leland Meitzler, Kimberly Powell, Diane Haddad, George Morgan, and Drew 
Smith. But there are quite a few “unknown to most of the genealogy world” writers on the list, 
and many of them are excellent writers with helpful, interesting and poignant articles. Many 
more did not make the list of 25 but are well worth regular reading.  

How to Read Blogs Efficiently?  
 A reader could save any number of blogs on their Favorites or Bookmarks list, but that is not 
the most efficient way to read blogs. Drew Smith’s book describes RSS (Really Simple Syndica-
tion) feed readers and blog aggregators (e.g., Google Reader (www.google.com/reader/view/) 
and Bloglines (www.bloglines.com) -- there are others) and discusses how to “subscribe” to 
blogs. For example, I have almost 500 genealogy blogs on my Bloglines reader, and I typically 
read 100 to 150 blog posts a day in less than 30 minutes. Readers can subscribe on many blogs 
to receive posts by email. 
  In addition, the reader or aggregator can serve as a Favorites or Bookmarks list for blogs if the 
reader wants to visit a particular blog. The user can click on the link to the actual blog post and 
read the entire post on the website, plus any comments made by other readers, and can write a 
comment about the post.  

Can I Blog Too? 
 Of course you can. It is very easy to set up a blog and start writing about your experiences, 
your wisdom and your opinions. Drew Smith’s book describes using Blogger (www.blogger.com) 
to create a free blog and then add content. Setup takes just minutes and you don’t have to be an 
HTML wizard to have a blog presence. Other blog hosts include Wordpress (wordpress.com) 
and Typepad (www.typepad.com), and there are several others. Each site offers free web space, a 
variety of formatting templates, and options for privacy, comments, and other factors.  

What are the Benefits of Blogging? 
 For the individual blogger, writing a blog on a regular basis can develop writing skills and cre-
ate a platform for further writing opportunities. Blogging can be an incubator for budding writ-
ers.  
 Blogging can provide entré for a genealogy researcher to network with the larger genealogy 
community of researchers, writers, speakers and genealogical companies.  
 A genealogy blogger who posts information about his or her ancestral families may be con-
tacted by distant cousins or other researchers as a result of the posts. Readers may be able to 
suggest research opportunities to a blogger who posts about his or her brickwall research prob-
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lems.  
 Blogging about genealogy activities can be fun, rewarding and challenging. The fun is in shar-
ing your information and making contacts in the genealogy community. Rewards include recog-
nition, respect and helping others. The challenges come from improving your writing and re-
porting skills.  
 Genealogy societies with a blog presence may reach readers who would not otherwise be 
aware of the society, its meetings, products or services. Many young people get much of their 
information from online sources, including blogs and social networks.  
 Genealogy blog content can be found using all of the major Internet search engines.  

What are the Drawbacks of Blogging? 
 Writing regular posts (say daily, or several times a week) for a genealogy blog requires a time 
commitment to research articles, write them, edit them and post them. Blog “fodder” is often 
difficult to create. There are themes like Memory Monday, Tombstone Tuesday, Wordless 
Wednesday, Saturday Night Genealogy Fun, the bi-monthly Carnival of Genealogy, and several 
other regular Carnivals, to help bloggers create content and gain exposure. 
 An “audience of one” can be disheartening. If the blog posts are not read, or commented on, 
are they just a waste of bandwidth? Blog posts need to be promoted at times in order to receive 
exposure. A regular blogger with civil and interesting content will get recognized and will be 
quickly accepted by the genea-blogging community. 
 Blogging can be an addictive time-waster. Like all genealogy-related activities, you get out of it 
what you put into it.  
 All writers need to be aware of and respectful of standards for fair use, attribution of previ-
ously written material, source citations, copyright laws, and slander laws.  

Blogs in the Genealogy 2.0 World 
 Blogs are only one part of the Genealogy 2.0 world. Many professional, experienced and nov-
ice researchers have a blog presence. Reading blogs may inform and entertain you in your gene-
alogy and family history pursuits. Blogs are easy to set up and use. Writing a genealogy blog may 
aid your research, improve your writing skills, and provide important information to the geneal-
ogy community.  
  
  
 



FGS FORUM 

Fall 2009, Volume 21, Number 3    39 

Book Reviews 
Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Review” col-
umn. Publications for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, Park 
Ridge, IL 60068. 
 
Forensic Genealogy. By Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD. Published by Rice Book 
Press, Fountain Valley, CA, c/o Andrew Yeiser and Associates, 302 Cleveland 
Avenue, Huntingdon Beach CA 92648. www.forensicgenealogy.info. 2005. 
viii, 220 pp. Illustrations. Softcover with CD-ROM. $26.50. 
 Ms. Fitzpatrick is an expert in optical laser measurement. She employs her scientific skills to 
demonstrate the use of research skills from other fields to evaluate artifacts and records to draw 
out information of value to the genealogist. The obvious analogies are made with TV programs 
such as CSI, Medical Detectives and Forensic Files but I liked this book as it gets you to think 
differently about your research and what might be done to solve specific genealogical problems 
using techniques from other fields.  
 The book itself is divided into three sections: Digital Detective; Database Detective and DNA 
Detective. The digital detective raises questions of how to look differently at our ancestor’s pho-
tographs. The author includes examples of measuring the card stock thickness, the border shape 
and size and the image size to determine the camera used to take the picture. Dr. Fitzpatrick 
points out a problem with using clothing to determine the date and a family’s social standing as 
the outfits may have been provided by the photographer. She offers an alternative: analyze other 
items in the photograph to determine date and place. There is a detailed case study using a 
group photograph of railway workers to determine when and where the photograph was taken 
using shadow calculations within the picture.  

 The Database section discusses the use, creation and manipulation of 
databases for genealogical purposes, with information gathered from city 
directories being used as an example of the technique. Information can 
then be combined with data from other often lesser used sources, such as, 
lists of fire victims and their losses, seaman’s protection certificates, 
coroner’s reports, registry of free persons of color; a sacramental records. 
Examples are given of cultural profiling to find out what is the norm for 
that time and place and how that compares with other locations. An in-
teresting case study of seventeenth-century French parish records recon-
structs families moving into the parish, and examines fertility rates 

within the parish and how these were affected by an ergot epidemic. 
 The DNA detective section addresses the use of DNA in genealogical research. The fundamen-
tals are defined and it is shown how “genealogy DNA” studies differ from the use of DNA in fo-
rensics or medicine. Testing companies and their tests (now dated) are identified along with 
DNA markers, their meaning, how to use them and formulas for finding the most recent com-
mon ancestors. Suggestions for organizing a single name study are given. This material is de-
signed for the intelligent reader, but there are probably easier texts if you are just getting into 
DNA research. What is unique is the section that addresses the use of cladograms to diagram the 
genetic relationships among members of a DNA study.  
 A CD is provided with supporting materials from the book, formula spreadsheets and web 
links to the source citations and bibliographic materials mentioned in the book. The CD loads 
automatically using Internet Explorer.  
 While not for a beginner, this book will certainly be of value to more experienced researchers 
who want to see examples of how to think differently about the records they use, how to ma-
nipulate and use information in databases, and the application of modern research tools. It is a 

Paul Milner
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book that makes you think differently about your research processes and is recommended.  
 Paul Milner 

Park Ridge, Illinois 
* * * * * 

Recording and Analysing Graveyards. Practical Handbook in Archaeology 15. By Harold Mytum. 
Published by the Council for British Archaeology in Association with English Heritage, St. 
Mary’s House, 66 Bootham, York, YO30 7BZ, England. US Distributor: David Brown Book Co., 
P.O. Box 511, 28 Main Street, Oakville CT 06779. www.dbbconline.com. 2000 reprinted 2008. 
xvi, 173 pp. Forms, illustrations, index. Softcover. $14.95 . 
 Many genealogical societies want to record the monuments within their 
local cemeteries. In the process they often re-invent the wheel when de-
termining the process and the pieces of data to record. Here are instruc-
tions for doing such a project properly—even template forms are pro-
vided. The result will be a detailed recording of data that can be used 
across a wide geographic area and by more than just the genealogist. Not 
all the guidelines will apply since this is designed for British graveyards 
and their history but most guidelines are appropriate for American ceme-
teries.  
 The book is divided into five parts: what can graveyards tell us; carry-
ing out a project; recording the memorials; planning the burial ground; 
and, making sense of the information. The first part provides the context. 
It is well-illustrated and shows how markers and their contents have changed over time, often 
adapting to meet local resources and needs. The second part explains the recording process and 
offers a useful preparatory checklist of steps. The third part shows how to record the memorials, 
both the inscriptions and the monument details, using standardized numerical codes to describe 
the latter to allow for later geographic or chronological analysis of monumental practices within 
the cemetery or in comparison to other cemeteries. Examples of monuments are provided. The 
fourth part describes planning the ground, i.e. creating a detailed map showing grave markers 
and contours. The last section shows how to use computers to make sense of all the information 
and going beyond just the inscriptions. Sample forms are provided for recording information. 
 This book will get you or your society to think differently about how and why a cemetery 
should be recorded, at the same time it provides detailed guidance on how to manage and com-
plete the project. It is highly recommended for individuals or societies considering or working 
on a cemetery project. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
How to Do Everything: Genealogy [,] Second Edition. By George Morgan. Published by McGraw 
Hill Books, P.O. Box 182604, Columbus OH 43272. www.mcgraw-hill.com. 2009. 405 pp. Illus-
trations, index. Softcover. $24.99. The Official Guide to Ancestry, Second Edition. By George 
Morgan. Published by The Generations Network, 360 West 4800 North, Provo UT 84604. 
www.ancestry.com. 2008. xxii, 300 pp. Illustrated, index. Softcover. $24.95. 

 Two recent updated volumes by George Morgan are worth noting. The 
former, Genealogy, would make an excellent textbook for an introductory 
course in genealogical methods and research techniques. Extensively illus-
trated with images of records, resources and people, the book contains apt 
and helpful advice for beginning genealogical researchers. 
 In addition to American resources, Morgan also covers research clues for 
those searching in Canadian, Australian and UK record groups. As one 
with extensive background in teaching and utilizing the Internet in geneal-
ogy, he provides instruction on appropriate use of this vehicle in research. 
He offers advice and suggestions on when and how to engage a profes-
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sional researcher. In other words, the book provides a broad range of clues, ideas, and advice on 
conducting research effectively and efficiently.  
 The Official Guide to Ancestry, in keeping with Morgan’s facility for explaining materials in 
helpful and insightful ways, provides an insider’s view of what’s available through the expanding 
resources of The Generations Network. Due both to the scope of their available record groups 
and databases, and the firm’s penetration into the genealogical marketplace, TGN and its vari-
ous imprints and subsidiaries has become a vendor/publisher/purveyor whose influence cannot 
be ignored in the genealogical realm. If one were to try and conduct genealogical research at this 
point without using TGN’s databases either in-home or in public libraries and archives, one 
would likely falter, so deep is its impact on current genealogical processes. 
 As one would expect of a teacher so well-versed on matters of internet research, Morgan also 
points out the pitfalls of accepting data and materials found on the Internet at face value. While 
the data found in such research may be accurate, it may not always be so, and the author makes 
certain readers understand not only the why, but also the how, of evaluating online assertions. 
 Genealogy would make an excellent addition to the stable of resources professional and avid 
amateur genealogists keep on their bookshelves. Libraries and teachers will also find utility in 
the visuals provided in the chapters on research. The Official Guide would make a useful re-
source for folks wanting to become more familiar with Ancestry.com as a tool for furthering re-
search interests. 

 David McDonald, CG 
De Forest, Wisconsin 

* * * * * 
Searching for Ichabod, By Julie Foster Van Camp. Published by Walden West Resources, 2089 
Baker View Road, Lopez Island WA 98261. www.searchingforichabod.com. 2009, 242 pp. Illus-
trated. Softcover. $13.99.  
 This work recalls in exquisite detail the efforts expended by the author 
in tracking and retracing the paths taken by her eighteenth-century fore-
bear, Ichabod Foster, whose journey began in Rhode Island and ended 
with his death in the Holland Purchase region of western New York in 
1814. Being the fortunate bearer of various diaries kept by Ichabod and 
contemporaries, Mrs. Van Camp used the data therein to cross upper 
New England into Vermont and on into New York, all the while seeking 
out significant homesteads, remaining buildings, record agents and of-
fices with data of potential interest in the story of Ichabod and his family. 
 Recalling her own family’s connections in Iowa, this daughter of a local 
physician was challenged in young adulthood to take the resources and 
materials related to Ichabod Foster that had been held in their Iowa 
farmhouse. Following the untimely deaths of her father and brother, Mrs. 
Van Camp was given what little data remained by her uncle with the question, “Why me?” 
 The resulting book is her effort to answer that question. 
 The author describes the serendipitous connections made with distant kin via old messages 
posted on Web-based bulletin board systems and the joy derived in observing the beauty of a 
chilly New England morning. She experiences first-hand the thrill of seeing a building, originally 
constructed as a church, long disused, built in part by her forebear. She artfully describes en-
counters of various types with archivists, librarians, local characters and historians which will 
ring true with most any active genealogist who has pursued genealogical records and research 
on-site. 
 Reflective and enthusiastic, Mrs. Van Camp provides an exceptionally detailed accounting of 
her research endeavors in tracing Ichabod’s progress and ultimately, his disposition. As anyone 
who has ever sought an ancestral gravesite can appreciate, the author describes her emotional 
and intuitive reaction to a possible burial site on ancestral property in western New York. 
 Those with ancestors who migrated westward from New England in the aftermath of the 
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Revolutionary War and settlers in the Holland Purchase, as well as those with early Baptist fore-
bears may find the descriptions and diary entries of particular interest. 

 David McDonald, CG 
De Forest, Wisconsin 

* * * * * 
Forgotten Patriots: African American and American Indian Patriots in the Revolutionary War: A 
Guide to Service, Sources and Studies. Edited by Eric Grundset. Published by the National Soci-
ety Daughters of the American Revolution, 1776 D Street NW, Washington, DC 20006. 
www.dar.org/library/fp.cfm. 2008. 872 pp, Bibliography, illustrations, index. Hardbound. $35.  
 In this well-planned and useful book, Mr. Grundset provides a com-
prehensive resource to the Revolutionary period─a gold mine of re-
sources from archives, universities and local historical collections. Be-
cause of its depth and richness, the book is more than a reference tool; it 
is a road map for understanding the literature published on the subject.  
 Mr. Grundset also gives the reader historical information (including 
maps, pension records, and other images) about the American Revolu-
tionary War, from both a regional and ethnic perspective. His eye for de-
tail at the local level, where he provides not only information but also his-
torical background, will enrich the research of every discerning student of 
genealogy. His stories and clues may well change your perception of an 
event or an ancestor!  
 Geographic organization of the book makes both resource material and historical background 
easy to understand and use. It begins with larger regions (North and South), then proceeds to 
areas (such as New England) and then to states, where the researcher will find lists of those who 
served in the Revolutionary War. Mr. Grundset shows his knowledge of the subject and the 
population of the time by including a chapter on the Old Northwest. He presents historical 
background on the importance of the territory to both sides, the African Americans, and the Na-
tive American alliances. Throughout the book, robust bibliographies offer both primary and sec-
ondary sources with additional information in the well-written appendixes.  
 The book also deals with the following relevant topics: Miscellaneous Naval and Military Re-
cords, Foreign Allies and the West Indies. In chapters on each of these subjects, the reader will 
find records that are often overlooked by other references dealing with the Revolutionary period.  
 This is a must-have reference book for anyone interested in the American Revolutionary War 
or in the African Americans and/or Native Americans who served or aided the cause.  

 Kim Harrison 
Provo, Utah 

* * * * * 
Tracing British Battalions of the Somme. By Ray Westlake. 1994, reprinted 2009 by Pen & 
Sword Military, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 2AS, England. U.S. Distribu-
tor: Casemate Publishers, 1016 Warrior Road, Suite C, Drexel Hill PA 19026. 
www.casematepublishing.com. 310 pp. Index, map. Softcover. $25.99. 

 This reference book tracks the movement of the 616 infantry battalions 
belonging to the regiments of the British Army and the 63rd Royal Naval Di-
vision during their service in the Battle of the Somme area between 1 July 
and 18 November 1916. It is arranged by order of regimental precedence and 
follows each battalion into the area, identifies their service in the Somme 
area, with battles and engagements, along with movements out of the line. 
The arrangement is chronological with specific dates provided. This is help-
ful as most histories focus on the less detailed divisional level. Generally, the 
locations given are where the majority of the battalion bivouacked or billeted. 
Often small parties (or single companies) moved away for temporary at-
tachment to other formations, or on work detail, and this is mentioned where 
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known.  
 The information has been gathered from war diaries and regimental histories and trench 
names are used as provided in the war diaries. Casualty figures, often large, where given, are 
generally recorded in the war diaries and are made up from killed, wounded and missing. The 
index is for regiments only, identifying where in the book the primary information about a par-
ticular regiment is located. Finding regiments is also facilitated by the page headings listing the 
regiment referred to on those specific pages.  
  This is not a history of the Battle of the Somme. Many other books provide that information. 
Instead, this reference will enable you to easily trace the movement of battalions, and thus your 
ancestor on the battlefront. It is ideal for individuals researching their ancestors involved in the 
battle, or for libraries with WWI military collections.  

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Tracing Your Textile Ancestors: A Guide for Family Historians. By Vivien Teasdale. Pen & Sword 
Family History, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 2AS, England. U.S. Distribu-
tor: Casemate Publishers, 1016 Warrior Road, Suite C, Drexel Hill, PA 19026. 
www.casematepublishing.com. xii, 209 pp. Illustrations, index. Softcover. $19.99. 
 If you have ancestors in any time period (medieval through to the pre-
sent) in England or Wales who worked in the textile industry then read 
this book. It will take you beyond the usual genealogical records into 
sources specific to the textile industries. While the “getting started chap-
ter” lists the obvious records, Ms. Teasdale soon moves into records of 
guilds, taxation, estates, mechanic’s institutes, trade journals, mill histo-
ries and more.  
 The next two chapters focus on sources for workers and owners, with 
the later generally being the easier to trace. Records for the workers in-
clude: school leaving certificates; Factory Regulation Acts; wage books; 
young person registers; apprenticeships; disputes; union records and 
more. For the owners we read about: business records; deeds; bankruptcy 
(of which there were many); prospectuses; share books; registers of owners; co-operatives; fire 
insurance; Goad fire maps; company minute books, patents; solicitors; estate agents; employer 
associations; trade directories and more.  
 The book continues by looking at life in the textile industry in general and then specifically for 
the cotton, linen, lace, silk, wool and other textile materials and associated industries (machine 
manufacturing; rope, twine and sailcloth; carpets and rugs; leather; and hatting). The author 
examines each industry describing its needs, where in the country it was important and naming 
the principle companies involved. There are lots of historical clues in these chapters regarding 
employers, locations and changes in the industries over time and where the workers may have 
moved to continue working in a particular industry. 
 The final chapters in the book identify record offices by area that have textile related collec-
tions. The text identifies places to visit and websites to use for these geographic areas. The list-
ings are not intended to be exhaustive but rather give starting points and ideas. Much use will 
need to be made of Access to Archives at The National Archives website to locate materials in 
these local and regional archives, once you have identified companies or individuals you are 
seeking. Because many textiles companies were bought multiple times often by larger entities, 
you as a researcher will not otherwise know what records may have survived or where in the 
country they are. 
 The book concludes with a helpful glossary of terms and occupations specific to the textile in-
dustry along with an extensive bibliography. The table of contents is very detailed with the nu-
merous subject headings being listed. This helps to compensate for the poor index which identi-
fies business source types, records by region, the major London guilds, and the different textiles. 
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But you will not find the names of specific companies mentioned within the book, nor specific 
people (only 15 key players are indexed); and many places mentioned with the text are not in-
cluded in the index (for example, linen mills in Cockermouth and Whitehaven are mentioned 
and illustrated, pp.82–83, but because the county is not named the towns are not in the index). 
Despite the weak index, this book is highly recommended. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
The Prendergast Letters: Correspondence from Famine-Era Ireland, 1840–1850. Edited by 
Shelley Barker. Published by University of Massachusetts Press, P.O. Box 429, Amherst MA 
01004. www.umass.edu/umpress/. 2006. xi, 202 pp. Illustrations, index. Hardcover. $29.95. 

 Forty-six letters from James and Elizabeth Prendergast, of Milltown, 
County Kerry, have survived for the period 1840 through 1850. The let-
ters were written to three of their six children, Thomas, Jeffrey and Julia, 
who emigrated to Boston. They are preserved in the manuscript collection 
at Boston College’s John J. Burn Library and have here been carefully 
transcribed by archivist Shelley Barker. The letters have been put into 
their Irish context by an introductory essay by historian Ruth Ann M. 
Harris and supported by a genealogical essay about the family in Boston 
by genealogist Marie E. Daly. 
 As expected, the letters discuss routine family matters about health, 
weather, the desire by parents to know how their children are prospering, 
the hope that the children will return home to Ireland, and the value and 

appreciation for the funds sent by the children that support those left in Ireland. The letters, 
generally dictated to scriveners, tell of the family’s firsthand account of the Great Famine which 
began with the failure of the potato crop in 1845. Also expressed is their interest in Irish politics 
with discussion of the pending Corn Bill to Daniel O’Connell’s campaign to overturn the Act of 
Union. 
 Here is an excellent example, worthy of emulation, of what can be done with a small collection 
of historical letters. The letters are accurately transcribed with an explanation of the transcrip-
tion practices. The events and people mentioned in the letters have been researched and sup-
porting material has been added in footnotes. The book has been expanded with good historical 
and genealogical essays, an excellent glossary has been added to explain especially the people 
and events in Ireland, and the book is thoroughly indexed. 
 This is a book that should be in Irish collections because these firsthand accounts of the Great 
Famine are rare. The book also serves as an example for others to follow in transcribing their 
own family letters. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Tracing Your Donegal Ancestors. Second Edition. By Helen Meehan and Godfrey Duffy. Pub-
lished by Flyleaf Press, 4 Spencer Villas, Glenageary, County Dublin, Ireland. www.flyleaf.ie. 
2008. 160 pp. Illustrations, index, maps. Softcover. €13. 
 Flyleaf Press continues its fine series of county-specific Irish research guides. This, the second 
edition of the County Donegal volume (first published in 1995), adds sources found on the 
Internet and updates published resources. County Donegal is geographically in the northwest of 
Ireland but politically in the south. Its records can be found locally as well as in national reposi-
tories in the north or the south of Ireland; thus the need for a good research guide such as this. 
 The book describes the geography and administrative divisions of the county. It then dis-
cusses the major record groups: civil registration; census and census substitutes; church re-
cords; land and estate records; gravestone inscriptions; wills and administrations; commercial 
and social directories; newspapers; education records; emigration records; surnames and family 
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histories; concluding with a bibliography and list of useful addresses. The 
basic instructional guidance can be found in many how-to books. But the 
content details make this book of value─the lists of Roman Catholic, 
Church of Ireland, Presbyterian and Methodist church registers showing 
when the baptism, marriage and burial registers start and where they are 
located; or the lists of estates, their physical location, what records con-
taining names have survived and which repository holds them─that am-
plify the importance of this book.  
 I found updated material dotted throughout the book, but it was espe-
cially noticeable in the chapters on education records where a number of 
school centennial histories have been published, additions to published 
family histories and bibliography, plus the identification of the resources 
now available on the Internet. 
 This second edition brings the book to another generation of Donegal 
researchers. If you have the first edition it is worth a look to see if you should update depending 
upon your needs. A copy should be in specialized Irish collections. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
TRAVEL NOTES: A Translation of NOTATKI Z PODROZY by Stefan Nesterowicz. Translated by 
Elzbieta Szczepaniak McNeilly. Published by Polish Genealogical Society of Texas, P.O. Box 
820386, Houston TX 77282. www.pgst.org. 2007. 150 pp. Index. Softcover. $17.95. 
 Notatki z podrozy (Travel Notes) was originally published by Stefan Nesterowicz in 1910 in 
Toledo, Ohio. In 1909, Nesterowicz traveled through the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, and Texas visiting Polish settlements. He recorded his travel experiences in detail, includ-
ing his observations of Polish immigrant life and conditions throughout the areas he visited. 
Originally published in Polish, the book and an earlier translation had been out of print for 
many years. The Polish Genealogical Society of Texas undertook the translation of Nesterowicz’s 
original work. The result is an interesting and informative portrait of Polish immigrant life in 
the American South and Southwest a century ago. 
 The book is organized geographically and follows the author’s 1909 journey. Most of the chap-
ters are devoted to his experiences in Texas. Photos of settlers, churches, farms, and other places 
are included. Nesterowicz’s vivid reports of the urban and rural conditions he encountered in-
clude frank observations of economic and social conditions, and are of interest to a broad audi-
ence as they provide an eyewitness account of daily life in the region. At the same time, his reac-
tions to the conditions he encountered provide a revealing glimpse of the sensibilities of the 
time. Readers may be troubled by his references to other ethnicities. His hostility toward Jews in 
particular may be disturbing to readers.  
 The author’s thorough report and attention to detail provide helpful information for those 
tracing their Polish ancestry to these states. For instance, his record includes the names of origi-
nal Polish settlers in many of the towns he visited—including, in some cases, their places of ori-
gin in Poland. Local Polish businesses, schools and churches are discussed and often names of 
teachers and priests are listed. The book also includes interesting interviews with local residents.  
 The amount of information listed varies among communities. A typical example would be 
Nesterowicz’s visit to the town of Anderson, Texas. His account of that visit includes a list of the 
oldest Polish settlers in the town, and where local settlers came from in Poland. Certain local 
farmers are identified, along with information about their landholdings. The proprietor of the 
only Polish business in town is also identified. Several priests who served the local parish are 
listed.  
 Through the author’s anecdotes, the Polish settlers are seen as real people adjusting to Ameri-
can rural life. While much has been written and documented about the Polish immigrant experi-
ence in American cities such as Chicago, Nesterowicz’s travel diary provides a vivid and contem-
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poraneous record of the very different experiences of Polish immigrants in the rural South and 
Southwest. 
 The publisher and translator have made a unique book available with this new translation. It 
will be of particular interest and value to those researching their Polish ancestry in the region 
(especially Texas). This meticulous translation also includes an index of surnames as well as 
noted corrections and clarifications helpful to researchers.  

 Amy Wachs Fellner 
Gilbert, Arizona 

* * * * * 
Germanic Genealogy[:] A Guide to Worldwide Sources and Migration Patterns, 3rd edition. Ed-
ward R. Brandt, Mary Sutter Bellingham, Kent Cutkomp, Kermit Frye, Patricia Adams Lowe, 
and Paul Sternberg. Published by the Germanic Genealogy Society. Available from Edward 
Brandt, 241 Arthur Avenue SE, Minneapolis MN 55414-3601. www.tc.umn.edu/~brand050. 
2007. xvi, 658 pp. Appendices, index. Softcover. $49.00 plus $6.00 p. & h. 

 The authors have combined information from a large variety of sources 
into one volume. Germanic Genealogy goes beyond Germany. It covers 
areas where German was a major language. There are several chapters on 
Germanic geography, history, and religion.  
 Matching its title, Germanic Genealogy includes information for all 
continents except Antarctica. This information includes a lot of statistics 
about the migration Germanic people, within Europe and worldwide. One 
extensive chapter, “Researching Germanic Ancestors in Europe,” contains 
a section for each European country with lists of available record types. 
 The first three chapters (Beginning Your Search, Using United States 
Records to Find Your Ancestor's Place of Origin, and Computers and Ge-

nealogy) are weak. Each has errors and generalizations that unwary genealogists may not recog-
nize. For example, the authors refer to primary and secondary sources (p. 1), now obsolete ter-
minology in genealogy with the correct terms being original and derivative sources and primary 
and secondary information. Another example is the explanation of various types of marriage re-
cords with the authors listing “marriage banns, marriage applications, marriage licenses and 
certificates of marriage” (p. 12) as the types of records that can be found. What they do not ex-
plain is that these records were not used in all places across all time periods. For instance, Penn-
sylvania did not start requiring marriage licenses until 1885. There are other publications that 
do a better job of treating these introductory topics. 
 The strength of this book comes from the information specific to German research. Chapter 
11, Germanic Migration to Non-European Countries, has a valuable list of reasons for emigra-
tion. Chapter 20 consists solely of an annotated bibliography. Additionally, most chapters have 
their own annotated bibliography. These bibliographies are very useful. 
 Knowing European geography is important when reading this book. Germanic Genealogy is 
best suited for libraries where researchers can consult it for information regarding their areas of 
interest. It is most helpful for intermediate and advanced genealogists.  

 Amy E. K. Arner 
Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 

* * * * * 
The Irish Americans: A History by Jay P. Dolan. Published by Bloomsbury Press, 175 Fitth Ave-
nue, New York NY 10010. www.bloomsburypress.com. 2008. 384 pp. Illustrations, index. Hard-
cover $29.99. 
 As genealogists we need to look at our ancestors in historic context to fully understand their 
lives. Professor Jay P. Dolan of Notre Dame offers us a comprehensive overview of the largest 
ethnic group to come to America over the last four hundred years. The volume starts out with 
the exodus of Ulster Scots vacating Northern Ireland after crop failures in the early eighteenth 
century and ends with the “Triumph of the Irish” and the election of John F. Kennedy as presi-
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dent in 1960. 
 The book has little direct genealogical value unless the reader, like 
Mayor Daley of Chicago or the “Rascal King” James Michael Curley of 
Boston, descends from a famous Irish-American. However, the book tells 
the story of the famine generation of the late 1840s and early 1850s that 
came to America in numbers that exceeded one million by most esti-
mates. Surprisingly, Dolan rejects the familiar argument that the British 
government was guilty of genocide by exporting Ireland-produced food 
rather than feeding the Irish people. He quotes James Donnelly, “it is im-
perative to acknowledge that more food was imported to Ireland in the 
years 1847 and 1848 than was exported. Total imports (1,328,000 tons) 
exceeded total exports (460,000 tons) by a factor of almost three to one.” 
 Entertaining stories abound as the Irish became established in Amer-
ica. The Molly McGuire’s of Pennsylvania were a gang of Irish miners who 
targeted company official during the 1860s and 1870s. A full chapter is devoted to the big three 
cities of the Irish: New York, Chicago and Boston. Legendary Tammany Hall politicians are pro-
filed and the rise of the Daley political machine in Chicago is described in great detail. The bi-
zarre election of James Michael Curley as Mayor of Boston while serving prison time in a federal 
penitentiary is explained. 
 As a genealogist I usually bookmark the pages of a historical overview when possible new 
sources of genealogical interest come up. Several labor unions with Irish-American members are 
mentioned that may have surviving membership lists. The same holds true for a newspaper 
known as the Irish World, mentioned in the book as a widely read newspaper with national cir-
culation. At some point I will pursue these leads and perhaps, strike gold and find a long lost 
ancestor!  

 Michael Brophy 
Abington MA 

* * * * * 
A Resource Guide to Georgia Marriage Records. Published by the Georgia Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 550247, Atlanta GA 30355. www.GaGenSociety.org. 2006. xiv, 281 pp. Illustrations, 
index. Hardcover. $40. 
 The objective of this book is to bring together, “all known resources for 
marriage in Georgia that have been published to date. This includes: pub-
lished books; microform; marriage records that have been published in 
periodicals; newspaper abstracts; marriages in the series of books by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Georgia Society, located at the 
Georgia Archives in Morrow, Georgia; some church marriages; marriage 
indexes on CD-ROM; some Internet sources; and various other miscella-
neous sources.” (p. ix). 
 The original marriage licenses provide the names of the bride and 
groom, date the marriage ceremony was performed, and the name of the 
county official granting the license. It does not include the names of the 
parents. These records are generally recorded in Georgia’s county probate courts. However, if a 
marriage record cannot be found other suggestions include: church records; family Bible re-
cords; references in wills; deeds; estate papers; newspaper abstracts, etc. 
 The book first presents the general and statewide resources, followed by the much larger 
county listings. For each county it identifies: the date it was formed and from which counties; 
when marriages are first recorded; and lists of published and periodical sources. Smaller sec-
tions address: newspapers; early marriages in Georgia; marriages and divorces among Indians, 
slaves, and Quakers in Georgia; divorces; common-law marriages; documenting Georgia mar-
riages; and Georgia probate court addresses. The book concludes with some document illustra-
tions and an index.  
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 In searching for an ancestor’s marriage it is easy to focus on the statewide and county listings 
that are identified and form the bulk of the book. But the later sections in the book should not be 
overlooked for they provide the historical and legal context for marriages within the colony and 
state and provide guidance on how to document marriages in Georgia.  
 This is a resource that will simplify the search for researchers seeking Georgia marriages and 
should be in all Georgia reference collections. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Cincinnati Sculptures Unveiled: The Story Behind the Art. By Randy Centner and Philip Farr. 
Published by Little Miami Publishing, P.O. Box 588, Milford OH 45150. 
www.littlemiamibooks.com. 2006. ix, 181 pp. Illustrations, index. Hardcover. $40. 
 Here is a book that tells the story of Cincinnati’s history and values 
through the public artwork that it displays. The sculptures range in date 
from the late 1800s through the present, commemorating the area’s 
strong German heritage, the people who contributed to the growth of the 
Cincinnati and the surrounding communities, along with some contem-
porary themes to amuse visitors to the area. 
 The book is lavishly illustrated with color photographs. There is an 
overall view and numerous images of the details of each sculpture. Notes 
provide the sculpture’s specific location; the name of the artist; the date 
of dedication; and its current owner. The accompanying text explains the 
context of the sculpture, giving its history and often details about the art-
ist.  
 This eye-catching book with its associated stories brings alive the statues of the area. The text 
will help anyone with Cincinnati connections know the city and its history better through its 
public art.  

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 
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Calendar of Events 
Ann L. Wells, Crystal Lake, Illinois, edits the “Calendar of Events” feature. Events should be at least one 
day in length and of interest to those outside of the immediate locale. Submit calendar items at 
www.fgs.org/fgs-calendar.asp, e-mail to fgs-calendar@fgs.org or mail to Ann L. Wells, FGS Calendar, P.O. 
Box 672, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0672. Include name and description of event, date, place, contact name 
and address, phone or fax number, or e-mail. Deadline for on-line calendar is the 1st of the month for the 
next month's update (i.e. 1 December for inclusion in January edition). Deadline for FORUM publication 
is January 1 for mid-April; April 1 for mid-July; July 1 for mid-October; October 1 for mid-January. 

October 2–3, Neenah, Wisconsin: The Wisconsin 
State Genealogical Society's 2009 Fall Seminar 
"Research: Do More and Do It Better." will fea-
ture Michael John Neil, Lori B. Bessler and 
David McDonald. For more information, go to 
www.wsgs.org or e-mail wsgs@tds.net.  

 
October 5–9, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 8th Annual 

British Institute, sponsored by International So-
ciety for British Genealogy and Family History 
has been announced. Instructors are Barbara 
Baker, and David Rencher. A registration bro-
chure is available at www.isbgfh.org as well as 
further information about this week-long event.  

 
October 10, Northridge, California: The British 

Isles Family History Society-USA will present 
its annual seminar featuring Judith Eccles 
Wright. More information about this seminar can 
be found at the society's Web site 
www.bifhsusa.org/seminar.  

 
October 10, Winchester, Virginia: The Virginia Genealogical Society, in partnership with the 

Shenandoah Valley Genealogical Society invites you to its annual fall conference. Speakers 
for this event will be Dorothy Boyd-Bragg, Victor S. Dunn, Rick Sayre and Pamela K. Sayre. 
For more information go to the society's Web site www.vgs.org or send an e-mail to 
mail@vgs.org.  

 
October 14–17, Cleveland, Ohio: The 12th Genealogical and Cultural Conference sponsored by 

the Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International will host 20 speakers for this two-day 
event. For more information see the society's Web site www.cgsi.org.  

 
October 14–22, Washington, DC: The West Valley Genealogical Society of Youngstown, Ari-

zona has a research trip scheduled to Washington DC. This is their 7th Research Trip that will 
include the DAR Library, National Archives and Library of Congress. For more information 
go to the society's Web site www.azwvgs.org or telephone 623-933-4945.  

 
October 16–17, Lake Charles, Louisiana: Carolyn Earle Billingsley will be the featured speaker 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
BY STATE 
California: Monterey, October 17 
California: Northridge, October 10 
California: San Luis Obispo, February 6 
California: Ventura, October 17 
DC: Washington, October 14–22 
DC: Washington, December 2–10 
Florida: Lakeland, October 17 
Illinois: Elgin, October 24 
Indiana: Fort Wayne, October 29–31 
Louisiana: Lake Charles, October 16–17 
Missouri: Sunset Hills, October 24 
Ohio: Cleveland, October 14–17 
Ohio: Columbus, October 17 
Ohio: Toledo, April 22–24 
Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh, October 24 
Texas: San Antonio, November 6–7 
Utah: Salt Lake City, October 5–9 
Utah: Salt Lake City, November 8–15 
Virginia: Winchester, October 10 
Wisconsin: Neenah, October 2–3 
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for the Southwest Louisiana Genealogical and Historical Library's 2nd "Branching Out in Ge-
nealogy" Seminar. For more details go to www.calcasieu.lib.la.us, send an e-mail to 
gen@calcasieu.lib.la.us or telephone 337-721-7110.  

 
October 17, Monterey, California: The Monterey County Genealogy Society's annual workshop 

will feature Karen Clifford. Space is limited so it is essential to register early. For registration 
and more information see the society's Web site www.mococgenso.org.  

 
October 17, Ventura, California: The Ventura County Genealogical Society is hosting a seminar 

featuring Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck. For more information contact nancyjaeger@verizon.net.  
 
October 17, Lakeland, Florida: The Imperial Polk Genealogical Society is pleased to announce a 

one-day seminar featuring Jana Sloan Broglin. For more information contact 
ipgsked@aol.com or keystone@prodigy.net or at www.ipgs.org.  

 
October 17, Columbus, Ohio: The Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America has announced its An-

nual Fall Seminar featuring John T. Humphrey and Ann Miller Scott. This seminar will con-
clude German Heritage Week. For details or to register, go to www.oh-palam.org.  

 
October 24, Elgin, Illinois: The Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS) will host its 41st An-

nual Fall Conference "Piecing Together the Puzzle of Our Past" featuring Michael John Neill. 
Other speakers for this event will be Craig Pfannkuche, Larry Pepper, Catherine Bird, Lesley 
Martin, Tina Beaird, DelRay Palmer and Ann L. Wells. For more information about the con-
ference, or to register on-line, go to the society's site www.rootsweb.ancestry.com~isgs/ or 
send an e-mail to isgs.secy@sbcglobal.net.  

 
October 24, Sunset Hills, Missouri: The St. Louis Genealogical Society will present a one-day 

workshop "Virginia: The Old Dominion State" featuring Barbara Vines Little. Register online 
at www.stlgs.org or check the Web site for further information.  

 
October 24, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: The North Hills Genealogists has announced its confer-

ence to feature Paula Stuart-Warren and Sandra MacLean Clunies. Contact the society for in-
formation at www.northhillsgenealogists.org or e-mail conference@northhillsgenealogists.org.  

 
October 29–31, Fort Wayne, Indiana: The International Black Genealogy Summit "Reconnecting 

Lost Links" has been announced. More information can be found at 
www.blackgenealogysummit.com.  

 
November 6–7, San Antonio, Texas: The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society, cele-

brating its 50th year, will co-sponsor with the Texas State Genealogical Society "Genealogy 
with A Mission" featuring Craig R. Scott. For more information to go 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsgs/ or www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsaghs2/ or send an e-
mail to scottfitzgerald@tyler.net or saghs@sbcglobal.net.  
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November 8–15, Salt Lake City, Utah: The St. Louis Genealogical Society will host a research 
trip to Salt Lake City. For more information about this event, see the society's Web site 
www.stlgs.org/saltlake.htm/.  

 
December 2–10, Washington, DC: The West Valley Genealogical Society of Youngstown, Ari-

zona has a research trip scheduled to Washington DC. This is their 7th Research Trip that will 
include the DAR Library, National Archives and Library of Congress. For more information 
go to the society's Web site www.azwvgs.org or telephone 623-933-4945.  

 
2010 

February 6, San Luis Obispo, California: The San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society's 
all-day seminar "Genealogy Now- Photos, DNA, Documents and the Internet" will feature 
speakers Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak and Patti Hacker. Registration and more information 
can be found at kcbx.net/~slogen/.  

 
April 22–24, Toledo, Ohio: The annual Ohio Genealogical Society conference "Guiding Your 

Way Through the Past" has been announced. For more details or to register, go to the society's 
Web site www.ogs.org e-mail ogs@ogs.org or write to The Ohio Genealogical Society, 713 
South Main Street, Mansfield, Ohio 44907. 

 
August 18-21, Knoxville, Tennessee: The 2010 Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 

National Conference “Rediscovering America’s First Frontier” will be co-hosted by the 
East Tennessee Historical Society and the Kentucky Historical Society. This conference 
offers a program for every level of researcher. More information and registration will be 
available soon at www.fgsconference.org. 


