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Jan Hearn Davenport, FGS Vice-President Administration 

Attractions Abound in Little Rock 
hinking about the 2009 FGS conference in Little Rock? If so, I’d like to take a few minutes to con-
vince you that attending the 2009 “Passages Through Time” will be an opportunity of a lifetime for you. 

 As the National Conference Chair for this event, and as Conference Planning Chair for future confer-
ences, I’m strongly committed to making FGS conferences affordable and educational for as many par-
ticipants as possible. In my view, the ideal FGS conference should be rich with a wide range of interesting 
educational opportunities, priced to permit as many folks as possible to take advantage of those opportu-
nities, and staged in a location that enhances the educational offerings of the conference itself. 
 We’re convinced that we have such a venue for the “Passages in Time” conference. As one of the ma-
jor cities in what has been called the Southern Crossroads region—an area crisscrossed by major rivers, 
Native American pathways, and military roads along which scores of citizens moved west—Little Rock 
has a fascinating history and is full of attractions for family historians.  

 These include the brand-new Butler Center for Arkansas Studies, a 
major repository for mid-South archival records, which has just opened 
down the street from the conference location; the Mosaic Templars 
Cultural Center and Central High Museum, both of which document 
the important African-American history of the area; and the Arkansas 
History Commission and Archives, the state’s main facility for the 
study of Arkansas history and families. With historic buildings dating 
to the territorial period of the state and its antebellum period, and a 
museum, Historic Arkansas Museum, documenting and preserving Ar-
kansas’s pre-statehood history, the city of Little Rock is in and of itself 
an educational experience for genealogists. 
 To pique visitors’ interest in Arkansas culture (and to extend the 
educational offerings), the “Passages Through Time” conference will 
include an ice cream social at a local ball park and performances of 
traditional Ozark folk music. In preparation for the conference, we’re 
working with the region’s best and brightest genealogists, to be on 
hand throughout the conference to assist visitors and provide you with 

tips about research around the state. We’re convinced you’ll find our local experts not only knowledge-
able regarding the history of our area, but representatives of the best we have to offer in Arkansas culture: 
traditional Southern hospitality and a friendly welcome for visitors. 
 We will also provide information on bus tours that conference-goers may choose to take, which will 
orient you to Little Rock and give you a taste of what the city has to offer you as a family historian. These 
will take you to sites like historic Mount Holly Cemetery, Little Rock’s oldest cemetery and the resting 
place for many governors and senators, which also contains a monument commemorating Quatie Ross, 
wife of Cherokee chief John Ross, who died in 1839 as she and other native Americans passed through 
the state on their way to Indian Territory on the Trail of Tears. 
 As the tour will remind you, Little Rock is—as the governmental, educational, and medical center of 
the state, as well as its largest city—a city-wide repository of a wide range of genealogical records. You’ll 
visit, for instance, the state capitol, which houses not only the History Commission and Archives, but the 
state library, as well, along with land records dating back to the territorial period. The historic national 
cemetery on the east side of Little Rock is a reminder of the state’s Civil War history. In this cemetery 
(whose history is well documented in studies that will be easily available to you on your visit) scores of 
Union soldiers who died during the occupation of Little Rock are buried.  
 For those interested in church records and the church history of the state, Little Rock is the location of 
central state governing offices of a number of churches, and of repositories of records of those churches. 
At the Arkansas Arts Center, you’ll find one of the most significant collections of art in the mid-South 
region, including many pieces by local artists.  

T

Jan Davenport 
FGS VP-Administration 
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 Little Rock is home, as well, to what is thought to be the largest collection of human non-profit organi-
zations in the nation. These include Heifer Project International, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Ar-
kansas Community Foundation. A number of these foundations have built state-of-the-art green buildings 
along the historic riverfront near another of Little Rock’s premier educational sites, the Clinton Presiden-
tial Library, another must-see cultural point of interest in the city.  
 As you’ll see if you look at our conference program, “Passages Through Time” is designed to offer you 
as many educational opportunities as possible of all shapes and types. Pre-conference offerings include a 
tour of the Center for Arkansas Studies and a workshop in oral history. In addition to workshops and key-
note addresses in traditional areas of genealogical research such as documentation and lineage analysis, 
conference workshops will also offer region-specific topics such as the Arkansas Priors project, slave re-
search, an introduction to the materials at the Arkansas History Commission, frontier religion, research in 
Louisiana and the Gulf Coast region, and the land records of Oklahoma territory. 
 No doubt about it: if you want education, entertainment, fellowship, experiences of Southern hospitality 
(not to mention good food, music, and so forth), “Passages in Time” will be worth your while. And more! 

____________________________________________________ 
 
FGS Membership Benefit: Bylaws Review 
 Need a bylaws review? Is your society undergoing this daunting task and your board would like an out-
side opinion?  
 As a benefit to membership in the Federation of Genealogical Societies, the FGS Bylaws Committee 
will take a look at your current bylaws and consider your questions and comments. You will receive the 
opinion of committee members who have viewed or worked on dozens of sets of bylaws. And while we 
will not offer legal opinion on state laws or statute requirements, we will send you our most carefully 
considered comments and suggestions.  
 Members of the FGS Bylaws Committee have served as parliamentarians for genealogical societies and 
historical organizations. We are well-acquainted with the interpretations and ramifications of non-profit 
bylaw structure. And, we are ready and willing to help your society. 
 If you would like an opinion on the bylaws being used or considered by your society, e-mail the bylaws 
to the FGS Business Office, Attn: Bylaws Review, P.O. Box 200940, Austin, Texas 78720-0940 or email 
a copy to <office@fgs.org> and show “Bylaws Review” in the subject line.  

Little Rock skyline at night 
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Loretto (“Lou”) Szucs, FUGA, FGS Director 

Military Posts and Outposts:  
The Hiding Places of Millions 

ave your ancestors ever pulled a disappearing act on you? Sometimes people vanish from census 
records, city directories and other records where you most expect to find them, and with no apparent 

reason. Have you considered looking for them on a military post? Long before, and ever since, the Founding 
Fathers determined to provide for the common defense, military posts have dotted the landscape. Military 
posts were and continue to be the temporary homes for millions of American service men and women. 
 Those who have attempted to reconstruct the story of an American family are likely to discover at least 
one member was involved with a military post in one way or another. Although military records are plen-
tiful, tracking down the stories of ever-moving military individuals and families can be a bit tricky. Yet, 
the rewards of finding information on even distant relatives in military records make the chase well 
worthwhile.  

Returns from Military Posts  
 A wonderful source of military information will be coming to a computer screen near you soon! Re-
turns from U.S. Military Posts, 1800–1916,1 is a voluminous set of records that has yet to be indexed. Be-
cause of the sheer volume, it is difficult to use in its present form, but all that is about to change. 

What Are the Military Post Records? 
 Being curious about the records, I first went to the NARA description of the contents of the 1,550 rolls 
of microfilm. The returns generally consist of the monthly reporting of military organizations to the U.S. 
Adjutant General and include the names of company commanders, unit strength, men present, absent, 
sick, on extra duty or daily duty, in arrest or confinement, and significant remarks. Other papers and re-
ports included for the posts contain historical information relating to the establishment and the abandon-
ment of the post. 
 The Adjutant General’s Office filed the post returns of hundreds of military installations in this coun-
try, Cuba and the Philippine Islands. These returns were reproduced on microfilm in 1968. While limited 
to the reporting by officers, the records offer unique and important insights to our personal and collective 
history.  
 Posts were listed alphabetically by the name of the post and thereunder in chronological order. The list 
of military installations itself takes up 71 pages of the 73-page record description. When indexed, hun-
dreds of thousands—possibly millions of personal names will be revealed. 
 One of the posts on the list that first grabbed my attention was for Ellis Island for 1814. Yes, the same 
tiny island that opened in 1892 as an immigration station previously served as a military fort. Who 
knows? Maybe one of your ancestors lived on Ellis Island before it became the busiest immigration portal 
in the United States.  
 From military installations all along the Eastern Seaboard to the Pacific Coast and everywhere in be-
tween, American patriots were there to protect the American Dream. Posts like the ones in the Dakota 
Territory (1865–1899), Presidio of San Francisco (1847–1916), Fredericksburg (1865–69), Hilton Head 
(1861–1900), Natchitoches (1821–1826) and Fort Bliss (1848–1917) make us wonder what life was like 
for those who were away from home and serving their country. How many of us would think to look for 
relatives in these distant posts and outposts? 

Fort Bliss in 1860 
 Because I grew up in El Paso, Texas and married a soldier (as did many of my friends), I was particu-
larly interested in Fort Bliss. Like so many other military posts, Fort Bliss is tightly entwined with the 
city’s history and culture. I wondered what Fort Bliss was like in its early years. A quick look at just the 
                                                 
1  National Archives Microfilm Publication M617, 1,550 rolls of microfilm. 

H
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first two pages of the enumeration of the Fort in the 1860 U.S. Census2 disclosed individuals who listed 
their birthplaces in seventeen different states and the District of Columbia, as well as Mexico, Saxony, 
Russia, Ireland, Prussia, Bavaria, Württemberg, Hamburg, and Switzerland.  
 Lieutenant J.G. Whistler and his wife and two of 
their three children were all born in different states. 
Will their descendants know enough to look for 
them in Fort Bliss records? Even if they do, until 
the records are indexed, locating Whistler will be 
difficult. 

Not Just Military Names 
 Many military posts were established with the 
explicit orders to protect settlers. The posts soon 
formed the economic foundations for the communi-
ties that grew up around them. Military personnel 
attended religious services, dances and other social 
gatherings that brought them in contact with local 
folks. There was a continual need for firewood and 
grain to feed the animals and the military provided 
critical employment for almost every sector of the 
local economies. Officers were in charge of letting 
out contracts so the Returns of Posts may well re-
flect their dealings with local blacksmiths, carpen-
ters and teamsters as well as farmers who pro-
duced grain for their animals and fresh produce 
for troops.  

Clues in Military Records 
 Military records rank among the richest 
sources of biographical information, yet if we do 
not descend from a military hero it’s easy to over-
look them. While our family has no proof of any 
direct-line ancestors serving in the military, there 
was a story about a relative of my great-
grandmother’s who fought in the Civil War. With 
only his name to work with, we found enough information to make us believe that there was some-
thing to the story.  
 Although the relationship to Captain John Gosson is yet unclear, he did live in close proximity to my 
great-grandmother in the United States and his birthplace, as noted in his military records, was the clue 
that led to finding her 1831 baptism record in County Dublin, Ireland. Military records can also lead to 
the personal letters, diaries and papers of the military, and shed a light on their families, the lives of those 
who followed the men to their camps, and on those living in nearby settlements.  

Big Picture 
 In addition to the interest of family historians, these records are critical to understanding the nineteenth 
century Army and will therefore be of great interest to military historians and to military buffs alike. 
Some of America’s great historical publications were based on information gleaned from these records 
and their availability online could add to the quality of military scholarship. 
 The bigger story is what the records of these military posts tell us about individuals—the military per-
sonnel and the people they aimed to protect.  

                                                 
2  1860 U.S. census, Fort Bliss, Texas, entry for J. G. Whistler, page 66, image 133, viewed at <www.ancestry.com> April 2009.  

1860 census for J. G. Whistler family in Ft. Bliss, 
Texas. Courtesy Ancestry.com 
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World Archives Project 
 As with many voluminous collections, it is the act of indexing that makes their valuable contents ac-
cessible to researchers. In the fall of 2008, Ancestry.com launched the World Archives Project which 
quickly captured the interest of individuals and societies who are anxious to participate in the preservation 
and indexing of historical records. Some state census schedules and naturalization indexes are among 
those that have already been completed and many other projects for the United States and other countries 
are well underway.  
 Here’s how it works in four steps: (1) Ancestry digitizes the records; (2) contributors (society members 
or independent individuals) key the records; (3) the indexes are free for use by everyone; and (4) the im-
ages are available for society members.  
 This means individuals can independently select a post (or other record category) to index or a society 
can adopt a post and encourage member participation. And there is the added bonus of societies being 
attributed with the indexing projects they do.  

Participation  
 There are several reasons for a society and its members to participate in The World Archives Project. 
The project offers new opportunities for members to work together on local and family history projects. 
An indexing project of this magnitude provides high incentive for newcomers to join and be engaged with 
your organization. And, in addition to the high visibility your local organization will enjoy, your society 
will acquire valuable assets in the form of free copies of images and indexes donated by Ancestry. 
 Your society can become a partner with the Ancestry World Archives Project by sponsoring an index-
ing project. Partnering genealogy societies receive 
 • a choice of content most relevant to them 
 • copies of the indexes and images they work on 
 • their logo and a web link on Ancestry.com 
 • marketing and public relations resources 
 • training for your members and community on how to use the World Archives Project software 
 • and more 
 Learn more about how you as an individual or your society and its members can participate in the 
World Archives Project at <www.ancestry.com/worldarchivesproject>. When you decide to become an 
indexing partner, we hope you will choose The Returns of U.S. Military Posts, 1800–1916. Here you will 
find the FGS logo because the Board of Directors of the Federation of Genealogical (FGS) voted to par-
ticipate in Ancestry’s World Archives Project (AWAP). 

FGS Involvement 
 At the January 2009 FGS Board meeting, citing the great potential the collection has for researchers 
everywhere, the board selected the Returns from Military Posts as its first sponsored project for AWAP. It 
was felt that indexing these particular records will serve as a tribute to the millions of American men and 
women whose lives were dedicated to defending our country – during peacetime and in wartime.  

Conclusion 
 The great and famous military heroes will always be remembered for their daring fetes, but the lives of 
thousands of others who just as regularly put their lives on the line are too easily forgotten. The World 
Archives Project offers a way to recover the stories of millions whose contributions deserved to be re-
membered. Will you please consider joining the society effort to index these valuable records? 
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by Joan Feistel Griffis, Danville, Illinois 

Immigration Department  
Can Provide Genealogical Information 

ive types of federal records dated 1906–1956, could help document the arrival or citizenship of an 
immigrant ancestor. The federal government now offers searches of more than 48 million entries 

which refer to persons born since 1875. Records may give place of birth and a physical description and, if 
the file dates after 1929, a photograph might be part of the content.  
 The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) established on August 13, 2008 a 
Genealogy Program “to streamline and improve the process for acquiring historical records of deceased 
individuals.” Previously, USCIS processed such requests through its Freedom of Information Act/Privacy 
Act (FOIA/PA) program which added unnecessary delays to the process. 
 The Department of Homeland Security had originally proposed this change in 2006 that would involve 
two types of requests: (1) Requests for searching the index of historical records if the requester is unable 
to identify a specific historical record; and (2) requests for making copies of historical records the re-
quester can identify by number. To make a request, the requester would need to submit to the Genealogy 
Program the appropriate request form and the applicable fee. 

Available for Searching 
 The historical records that can be searched under this new Genealogy Program are: (1) Naturalization 
Certificate Files (C-Files), from September 27, 1906 to March 31, 1956; (2) Microfilmed Alien Registra-
tion Forms (Form AR-2), from August 1, 1940 to March 31, 1944; (3) Visa Files, from July 1, 1924 to 
March 31, 1944; (4) Registry Files, from March 2, 1929 to March 31, 1944; and (5) Immigrant Files (A-
Files), from April 1, 1944 to May 1, 1951. Information on this Genealogy Program can be read online at 
<www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis>. Type “Genealogy Programs” in the Search Box.1 

 USCIS’s historical records indices include approximately 48 million entries, the majority of which re-
fer to individuals born since about 1875 (although there are a few entries for individuals born before 
1850.)  
 In order to file a request for a record search it is essential that a valid file number is known. Therefore 
most researchers will need to first file an Index Search Request (Form G-1041)2 and supply some required 
information (immigrant’s full name, alias names or variant spellings if any, date of birth (exact or esti-
mated), and country or place of birth). Additional data that could help identify a certain immigrant from 
others with the same name include date (actual or estimated) of immigrant’s arrival in the US and immi-
grant’s residence(s) in the US (state, city, or exact address). If the immigrant’s date of birth is less than 
100 years ago proof of death will be required.  

Cost of Search 
 The fee for the Index Search Request is $20.00, and the requester will receive all of the matching file 
citations for that immigrant, or notification that no matching records could be found. (The fee is not re-
funded if no information is found.) It should be noted that an immigrant may be identified in several 
USCIS records. For example, an immigrant who entered the US in 1924 and became naturalized in 1930 
may have records in both the Visa File and the Naturalization File. 

                                                 
1  After accessing the Genealogy Program page search results, be sure to click the link to the third item, “USCIS establishes a 
Genealogy Program, ” the 8th item “Genealogy,” and the item, “Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)” for a complete understand-
ing of this helpful program. 
2  A link to Form G-1041 and Form G-1041A can be found by clicking on “Immigration Forms” on the USCIS page indicated. Or 
they can be accessed directly at <http://www.uscis.gov/forms>. They also can be ordered by calling tollfree 1-800-870-3676. 
USCIS forms and information on immigration laws, regulations, and procedures can also be obtained by phoning the National 
Customer Service Center at 1-800-375-5283. 
  

F
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 Once the file number of a USCIS historical record is known, a Form G-1041A, Record Request, can be 
filed. No record can be retrieved without a file number. The Records Request fee for a microfilmed file is 
$20; the fee for a hard copy (paper) file is $35. (The higher fee is due to additional costs that are involved 
in providing textual files.) 

Files’ Contents 
 Naturalization Certificate Files, September 27, 1906 – April 1, 1956 (C-Files) exist mainly on micro-
film and usually contain at least one application form (Declaration of Intention and/or Petition for Natu-
ralization, or other application) and a duplicate certificate of naturalization or certificate of citizenship. 
Many files also contain additional documents, including correspondence, affidavits, or other records. 
Only C-Files dating from 1929 onward include photographs.  
 Microfilmed Alien Registration Forms, August 1, 1940 – March 31, 1944 (Form AR-2) are copies of 
approximately 5.5 Alien Registration Forms completed by all aliens age 14 and older, residing in or enter-
ing the United States between the above dates. The two-page form includes the following: name; name at 
arrival; other names used; street address; post-office address; date of birth; place of birth; citizenship; sex; 
marital status; race; height; weight; hair and eye color; date, place, vessel, and class of admission of last 
arrival in US; date of first arrival in US; number of years in US; usual occupation; present occupation; 
name, address, and business of present employer; membership in clubs, organizations, or societies; dates 
and nature of military or naval service; whether citizenship paper filed, and if so date, place, and court for 
declaration or petition; number of relatives living in the US; arrest record, including date, place, and dis-
position of each arrest; whether or not affiliated with a foreign government; signature, and fingerprint. 

Naturalization records such as the Declaration of Intention can contain a wealth 
of genealogical information including birth/marriage dates and places. 
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(Be sure to check the Web site for the A-numbers that are available.) 
 Visa Files, July 1, 1924 – March 31, 1944 are original arrival records of immigrants admitted for per-
manent residence under provisions of the Immigration Act of 1924. Visa forms contain all information 
normally found on a ship passenger list of the period, as well as the immigrant’s places of residence for 5 
years prior to emigration, names of both the immigrant’s parents, and other data. In most cases, birth re-
cords or affidavits are attached to the visa. Marriage, military, or police records may also be attached. The 
Visa Files exist only in hard copy. 
 Registry Files, March 2, 1929 – March 31, 1944 are records which document the creation of immigrant 
arrival records for persons who entered the US prior to July 1, 1924, and for whom no arrival record 
could later be found. Most files also include documents supporting the immigrant’s claims regarding arri-
val and residence (i.e., proofs of residence, receipts, and employment records). These files exist only in 
hard copy format. 
 Immigration/Alien Files, April 1, 1944 – May 1, 1951 (A-Files) are the individual alien case files, 
which became the official file for all immigration records created or consolidated since April 1, 1944. A-
numbers ranging up to approximately 6 million were issued to aliens and immigrants within or entering 
the US between 1940 and 1945. The 6 million and 7 million series of A-numbers were issued between ca 
1944 and May 1, 1951. Only Immigrant Files dated to May 1, 1951 are releasable under the Genealogy 
Program. They exist only in hard copy format. 

Privacy Issue 
 Access to these USCIS records and indices is restricted for purposes of both law enforcement and pri-
vacy. Although described as “historical,” the oldest indices include information dated as recently as 1975. 
Open access to such personal information about living persons would constitute a violation of the Privacy 
Act, and this is the reason that individuals are not permitted to search the indices themselves. Any USCIS 
records not included within the scope of the Genealogy Program, and not covered by any other rule or 
request form may be requested under the Freedom of Information Act or Privacy Act (FOIA/PA). 

Further Research. 
 It should be noted that naturalizations prior to September 27, 1906 were under the jurisdiction of 
courts—federal, state, or local. Thus local sources where an ancestor lived (and/or moved to) are the best 
places to look for pre-1906 naturalizations.  
 Land, sea, and air manifests dated prior to December 1982 are now maintained by the National Ar-
chives. For more information about these passenger lists, see the National Archives webpage at 
<www.archives.gov/genealogy/immigration>. Many passenger records are also available online through 
such services as <www.ancestry.com> and <www.ellisisland.org>.  

Conclusion 
 Trying to obtain government records can sometimes be difficult, especially if the records being sought 
are “not old enough”. This new Genealogy Program, although not free, might be the answer to that “road-
block” in one’s research, by offering to identify some recent records not previously easily obtainable. 
 
[The author, Joan Feistel Griffis, 105 Poland Road, Danville, IL 61834, is past president of the Illinois 
State Genealogical Society and the Illiana Genealogical & Historical Society. She has been writing 
weekly genealogy columns for the Danville, IL Commercial-News for over 34 years and the Champaign, 
IL News-Gazette for over 11 years.] 
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by Jack Lake Revare, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 

From the Past: The Lake Sisters 

 This composite picture1 was made about 1914 in Hannibal, Missouri. It brings together three photo-
graphs of the Lake sisters when they were each 18 months old. The original picture is in the possession of 
my brother, Paul Revare. It was tinted and is in an ornate, oval frame brushed with gold. 
 The children, left to right, are my mother, Vivian Lake (picture taken ca 1902); Margaret Lake (photo-
graphed in 1914); and Lyda Lake (1900 photo). The Lake sisters were the daughters of Edward Lake and 
Effie (Eales) Lake, who lived at various times in Frankford, Huntington, New London and Hannibal, Mis-
souri. 
 Edward Lake was a grocer and a butcher. When the family lived in Huntington (Ralls County, Mis-
souri), Edward ran a grocery store and Effie was postmistress. The family lived on the second story of the 
building. Vivian went to Northeast Missouri Teachers College at Kirksville. This is where she met my 
father E. Graham Revare. He was attending the osteopathic college in Kirksville after serving in the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps in France in World War I. He and Vivian moved to Richmond, Missouri, where he 
set up his medical practice.  
 Margaret Lake was an airline hostess and teacher and lived with our family in Richmond after Effie 
Lake died suddenly. She married a chemist, Jack Voelker, and later moved to the San Francisco area. 
Lyda was also a teacher and married Lloyd Greathouse, who worked for the WPA. 
 The oldest known Lake ancestor was Daniel Lake, born ca 1771 in Virginia or South Carolina. He and 
his family made the arduous trip from Buncombe County, North Carolina to northeast Missouri about 
1819. His exact route is unknown but it is assumed he utilized several waterways. He died in 1827 in 
Ralls County. Missouri. 2 
                                                 
1  The scanned photograph was edited and enhanced by Roberta “Bobbi” King, FGS Secretary. 
2  There is a Daniel Lake enumerated on the 1790 federal census of South Carolina. His parents are unknown. His wife’s name 
could have been Elizabeth Burgess, since their first born was named Burgess.  
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Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FGS National Publicity Chair 

FAQs About the FGS Annual Conference 
Passages Through Time, September 2-5, 2009 

onference week is almost here. This final FORUM article about the 2009 Federation of Genealogical 
Societies and Arkansas Genealogical Society Conference is designed to answer FAQs—those fre-

quently asked questions you may have. If one person asks a question, it is likely that other readers have 
the same question. As a reminder, the official conference dates are Wednesday through Saturday, Sep-
tember 2–5; however there are some activities on Tuesday, September 1st. Now to the questions. 
May I still register for the Conference? 
 Yes you may. Visit the Conference website at <www.fgsconference.org> to register via the easy online 
form. Watch the conference blog <www.fgsconferenceblog.org> for last minute information on the final 
day to register in advance of the conference. And before you ask the next question, yes, you may register 
at the door.  
Do I have to be a member of FGS to register for this conference? 
 No, and in fact, FGS does not have individual memberships. FGS members are genealogical societies. 
Over 500 genealogical organizations are members of FGS. That results in representation of many thou-
sands of members of those societies. You do not need to be a member of one of these member societies to 
join in on the conference education and fun. Anyone can register for a FGS Conference. Just visit 
<www.fgsconference.org>. 
I see that different organizations have luncheons? Do I have to be a member to attend their luncheon? 

No, these meals are open to everyone. The same is true for the Friday morning breakfasts. Choose an 
organization or speaker that appeals to you and 
register to have a guaranteed place for lunch. It’s 
a great place to rest your feet and meet other ge-
nealogists. Imagine sitting and talking genealogy 
with someone who actually listens to you! Regis-
ter at the conference website.  
I have already registered for the conference 
but now I want to add a luncheon? 
It’s simple, just revisit the FGS/AGS Conference 
website and using the pin number that you re-
ceived after you registered online, follow the 
steps on the screen and add the meals to your 

existing registration. The same method will allow you to add the banquet to your registration. This year’s 
banquet will have some new and exciting features. Depending on final meal sales numbers, there may or 
may not be tickets available at the conference.  
I am not sure which lectures I will be attending. Do I have to circle them? 
 The folks doing the space planning appreciate receiving the statistics from the circled session numbers! 
It helps to assign a certain size lecture room to a specific lecture. However, circling those session numbers 
is optional. 
What if I change my mind about a lecture I circled? 
 No problem at all. The circled numbers are estimates. We are all free to change our minds. You may 
hear one speaker that you decide to hear in another lecture. It may be that after looking at the syllabus 
material you feel that a lecture you planned to attend isn’t exactly what you need. Go ahead and attend 
any lecture you wish unless they have a specific separate registration. 
Is there a charge for Tuesday’s Ice Cream Social? 
 The Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social is included in your conference registration. All you need to par-
ticipate is your conference name tag. Pick up your registration materials at the convention center, hang the 

C
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name tag around your neck, walk one block to enjoy some ice cream, music, Arkansas history, and meet 
fellow conference registrants. The Social is from 3:00-5:00 and you can come and go during those hours. 
You don’t need to stay the entire time, but you just might decide to do so once you are there and having 
fun. 
Are there still hotel rooms available at the conference rate? 
 The deadline is August 10th for the conference rate based on room availability. The contact details for 
the hotels are on the conference website at <www.fgsconference.org>. 
What do I do when I arrive at the convention center? 
 The first thing to do is pick up your syllabus, tote bag, name tag, meal tickets, exhibit hall and lecture 
rooms maps, and other goodies. The hours to do this begin on Tuesday from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Watch the 
conference blog for possible earlier opening notice. On Wednesday, September 2d, registration opens at 
7:00 a.m. Signs will direct you to the registration area.  
Do I have to wear the name tag? 
 Yes, this is what identifies you as a registrant entitled to enter the lecture rooms. You don’t need it to 
enter the Exhibit Hall, but the tag will help the vendors recognize you as a registrant.  
What if I have a question during the conference? 
 Revisit the registration area and you will find a section for questions, comments, and anything else that 
may arise. 
OK, I am at the conference – how do I know where to find a specific lecture? 
 When you pick up your registration materials, a Conference Guide will be included that lists the rooms 
each specific lecture is in along with a layout map. Another part of the booklet links vendors to their 
booth numbers and gives a layout map of the Exhibit Hall.  
 The FGS and AGS conference committee members look forward to seeing you in September. If you 
have any other questions, please leave a comment on the Conference Blog at <www.fgsconference-
blog.org>. 
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Julie Miller, C.G., Broomfield, Colorado 

A Conference History  
How many of these conferences did you attend? How many conference chairs or program chairs can you 
name? Do you still have a syllabus or two lurking on your bookshelf? Julie Miller (and some of her col-
leagues with good memories) looked back over three decades of conference sponsorship by two of the 
national organizations. We hope her list provides some good memories for all. 

Thirty years of conferences by the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) and the National Genea-
logical Society (NGS). 
Date   Theme Location 
2009 2–5 Sep FGS “Passages Through Time” Little Rock, Arkansas 
2009 13–16 May NGS “The Building of a Nation” Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
2008 3–6 Sep FGS “Footprints in Family History” Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
2008 14–17 May NGS “Show Me the Nation’s Records” Kansas City, Missouri 
 
2007 15–18 Aug FGS “A Meeting at the Crossroads of America” Fort Wayne, Indiana 
2007 16–19 May NGS “Rediscover Virginia- Richmond, Virginia 
   400 Years of Family History” 
 
2006 30 Aug–2 Sep FGS “Birthplace of American Genealogy” Boston, Massachusetts 
2006 7–10 June NGS “Chicago-They Passed This Way” Chicago, Illinois 
 
2005 7–10 Sep FGS “Reminders of the Past- Salt Lake City, Utah 
  Visions for the Future” 
2005 1–4 June NGS “Tennessee Crossroads” Nashville, Tennessee 
 
2004 8–11 Sep FGS “Legends Live Forever” Austin, Texas 
2004 19–22 May NGS “A Golden Prospect” Sacramento, California 
 
2003 3–6 Sep FGS “A World of Hidden Treasures” Orlando, Florida 
2003 28–31 May NGS “Moving a Nation Westward” Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
 
2002 7–10 Aug FGS “A Goldmine of Diversity” Ontario, California 
2002 15–18 May NGS “Milwaukee: An American Sampler” Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
2001 12–15 Sep FGS “Great River Bend Genealogy  Davenport, Iowa 
  ... a Heartland Gathering” 
2001 16–19 May NGS “Explore New Frontiers” Portland, Oregon 
 
2000 6–9 Sep FGS “A World of Records” Salt Lake City, Utah 
2000 31 May–3 Jun NGS “New England - Bridge to America” Providence, Rhode Island 
 
1999 11–14 Aug FGS “Meet Me in St. Louis: St. Louis, Missouri 
  The People of America”  
1999 12–15 May NGS “Virginia: where a Nation Began” Richmond, Virginia 
 
1998 19–22 Aug FGS “Immigrant Dreams: Cincinnati, Ohio 
  The Settlement of America” 
1998 6–9 May NGS “Rocky Mountain Rendezvous:  Denver, Colorado 
   People-Mountains-Majesty” 
 
1997 3–6 Sep FGS “Unlock your heritage. . .  Dallas, Texas 
   with creative problem solving” 
1997 7–10 May NGS “Pennsylvania-Cradle of a Nations” Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 
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1996 14–17 Aug FGS “In Your Ancestor’s Image: Rochester, New York  
   a Conference for the Nation’s Genealogists” 
1996 8–11 May NGS “Traveling Historic Trails: Nashville, Tennessee  
  Families on the Move” 
 
1995 20–23 Sep FGS “Seattle, from Sea to Shining Sea” Seattle, Washington 
1995 3–6 May NGS “San Diego: a Place to Explore” San Diego, California  
 
1994 12–15 Oct FGS “On to Richmond” Richmond, Virginia 
1994 1–4 June NGS “Exploring a Nation of Immigrants, Houston, Texas 
  Houston Style” 
 
1993 5–7 Aug FGS “Gateway to the Past: a Conference for the St. Louis, Missouri 
   Nation’s Genealogists” 
1993 2–5 June NGS “A Chesapeake Homecoming” Baltimore, Maryland  
 
1992 19–22 Aug FGS “New Horizons: a Conference in the Southwest” Phoenix, Arizona 
1992 29 Apr–2 May NGS “A New Voyage of Discovery” Jacksonville, Florida  
 
1991 15–17 Aug FGS “An All American Conference” Ft. Wayne, Indiana 
1991 29 May–1 Jun NGS “The End of the Oregon Trail” Portland, Oregon 
 
1990 15–18 Aug FGS “Windows to the Past” Salt Lake City, Utah 
1990 6–9 Jun NGS “A Capital Conference” Arlington, Virginia 
 
1989 4–5 August FGS Annual Meeting & Delegate Luncheon   Kansas City, Missouri 
1989 17–20 May NGS “Journey into Your Past” St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
1988 24–27 Aug  FGS “New England in your Blood” Boston, Massachusetts 
1988 27–30 April NGS “Biloxi ‘88; a Family Affair” Biloxi, Mississippi 
 
1987 8–11 July FGS “Harvest of History 1987: Cincinnati, Ohio 
  A Conference for all People” 
1987 13–16 May NGS “Celebrating America’s  Raleigh, North Carolina 
   400th Anniversary in Carolina ‘Where it all Began’” 
 
1986 25–27 Sep FGS “Orlando ‘86” Orlando, Florida 
1986 28–31 May NGS “Ohio: The Heart of it All” Columbus, Ohio 
 
1985 15–17 Aug FGS “Crossroads ‘85” Kansas City, Missouri 
1985 5–9 Aug NGS “Genealogy for All people” Salt Lake City, Utah  
 
1984 12–15 Sep FGS “Denver 84” Denver, Colorado 
1984 24–26 May NGS “Eureka: Found It” San Francisco, California 
 
1983 13–16 July FGS “Family History in the Northeast” Hartford, Connecticut 
1983 13–16 April NGS 3rd Annual Conference Ft. Worth, Texas  
 
1982 28–30 Oct FGS West Coast Conference Buena Park, California 
1982 12–15 May NGS “The Race to New Heights” Indianapolis, Indiana 
 
1981 22–24 Oct  FGS “Focus on the Midwest” Decatur, Illinois 
1981 7–9 May  NGS “The Climb to New Heights” Atlanta, Georgia 
 
1978 14–17 August  NGS  “Genealogy for All People: Washington, D.C. 
   A Conference of Our Nation’s Capital” 



FGS FORUM 

18    Summer 2009, Volume 21, Number 2 

Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund 
Dollars for Documents 

his fund finances finding aids and the microfilming of valuable research materials from the holdings 
of the National Archives in Washington, D.C. These microform copies, produced without govern-

ment funding, are distributed to National Archives Regions nationwide. The films are also available 
through any LDS (Mormon) Family History Center worldwide.  
 The fund honors Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern (1915–1994), who contributed to genealogy over a 44-year 
period as an author, speaker and active member of many influential national boards, including the Federa-
tion of Genealogical Societies. The Federation administers the fund and accepts suggestions from anyone 
in the genealogical community for items to be considered for preservation on microform. 

Homestead Files 
 Monies from the Stern-NARA Gift Fund will purchase two digital cameras for use by a partnership 
program to index and digitalize records that were created by the Homestead Act of 1862. Nearly two mil-
lion Homestead entries were made on public land and each file could have an average of fifteen pages. 
Details about this important project appear in “Digitizing the Homestead Records” by David E. Rencher 
in FORUM Fall 2008 (20:3) pages 5-6. 

Million Dollar Project  
 This project seeks to raise funds to microfilm two major collections of the National Archives. The first 
project is the War of 1812 pensions and bounty-land warrant records, which includes both indexed and 
unindexed files. In addition to veterans of the War of 1812, a number of Revolutionary War veterans ap-
pear in these records. The second project is to fund microfilming of the United States Colored Troops 
(USCT) Compiled Service Records.  

How to Donate 
 Donations can be designated for one or both of these projects, or given to the general fund. Individual 
contributions are always welcome. But FGS encourages you to work through your local society. An ongo-
ing collection is taken by FGS-member (and several non-member) organizations to secure one dollar per 
year from each of their members, then forward the total amount in one check to the Federation. 
 To donate, send your contribution marked NARA Gift Fund and designate its placement. Mail to FGS 
Business Office, NARA Gift Fund, P. O. Box 200940, Austin, Texas 78720-0940; or donate online at 
<www.fgs.org>.  

Recent Donations by Societies to the General Account 
 Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board $20; Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County (CA) $65; Lin-
coln-Lancaster County Genealogical Society $90.25; Mountain Genealogists Society (CO), $35; San 
Diego Genealogical Society (CA) $94; Western Wayne County Genealogical Society (MI) $100.   

Recent Donations by Individuals to the General Account 
 Dee Matthews (MO), $40.  

Recent Donations by Societies to the War of 1812 Account 
 Daughters of 1812 (OK), $50; Northville Genealogical Society, $85. Correction: The Genealogical 
Roundtable’s (MA) $65.50 donation reported in Spring FORUM was for the War of 1812 Project.  
 

T
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News In Brief 
Thomas M. Jones, PhD, has been named a Fellow of the Utah Genealogical Association. This award rec-
ognizes living individuals whose distinguished contributions and on-going commitment to the field of 
genealogy are of national or international scope. Dr. Jones is the editor of the NGS Quarterly, a trustee 
and past president of the Board for Certification of Genealogists, and most recently was elected a Fellow 
of the American Society of Genealogists.  

* * * * * 
FamilySearch volunteers have transcribed their 250 millionth historical record. The 250 millionth record 
was part of the current Nicaragua Civil Registration indexing project online—one of 45 projects being 
indexed by online volunteers. “What makes the 250 million record milestone even more impressive is the 
fact that each record was actually indexed at least twice to ensure accuracy,” reported Paul Nauta, 
FamilySearch public affairs manager. Completed indexes are ultimately made available online for public 
access through <FamilySearch.org> or through one of FamilySearch’s family history centers. Anyone 
interested in volunteering or seeing what projects are being indexed can do so at <www.indexing.family 
search.org>. [FamilySearch press release 23 April 2009]. 
 

John E. Daly (1934–2009): A Friend to Genealogy 
 John E. Daly, past director of the Illinois State Archives, died at his home on 07 March 2009. Dr. Daly 
was the 2001 recipient of the FGS Archives Award for his leadership role in open records access and 
preservation. He wrote several articles bringing national exposure  
to this cause and worked diligently to promote good relationships between archivists and researchers. 
 Daly was born 15 September 1934 in Philadelphia. He received his undergraduate degree from LaSalle 
College, an M.A. degree in English Literature from the University of Illinois, an M.A. degree in history 
from Temple University and a Ph.D. in history from the University of Pennsylvania. From 1963–1974 he 
served as an archivist at the Philadelphia City Archives. He was hired by the Illinois State Archives in 
1974 and retired in 2004 after thirty years service. 
 During his term as state archivist many programs were implemented, including an “Index to First Pur-
chasers of Illinois Land in the Public Domain,” the Illinois Statewide Death Index, Index to Early Illinois 
Marriage Records, and various military databases. These were among the earliest projects in the nation to 
be conducted by a state archives with the goal of benefitting family historians.  
 In 1990 Dr. Daly was awarded an FGS Directors Award in part for his promotion and implementation 
of an alliance between the Illinois State Archives and the Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS). Dr. 
Daly encouraged legislation that gave ISGS free office and storage space in the archives building. This 
arrangement has continued for more than two decades. 
  In reporting Dr. Daly’s death, the ISGS Newsletter Online carried this quote: “Sometimes records de-
positories, especially governmental records depositories, treat family historians as kind of a nuisance but 
John Daly always recognized the value of what genealogists do,” said David Joens, the current director of 
the Illinois State Archives. “He early on forged a relationship with the Illinois State Genealogical Society 
that not only recognized the important role the ISGS has in promoting family history in Illinois but has 
proven to be mutually beneficial to both sides. It is a close relationship that continues to this day.” ISGS 
Newsletter Online 30:2 (March/April 2009). 
 In 2008 the conference room in the Margaret Cross Norton Archives Building was named after Daly, 
making him the only non-Secretary of State to have a room named after him in that prestigious building. 
 Dr. John E. Daly will long be remembered by his many friends and colleagues. Family historians will 
remember him as a staunch supporter of the genealogical research community who transferred his princi-
ples into action.  
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Society Spotlight 
 If your organization has a project or idea that would benefit another society, "Spotlight" wants 
the details. Send your story to "Spotlight," FORUM Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 
60558 or e-mail it to <editor@fgs.org. 

 Saving Libraries 
 In this issue we are spotlighting libraries. Even in the best of economies, libraries are tradi-
tionally under-funded and under-staffed. With the current reduction in monies available to county 
government many libraries find their allotment of funds cannot sustain them. What can be done by 
library users, of whom family historians make up a large percent, in reaction to a budget crisis in a 
library funded by tax dollars? Scott Stewart has some answers. As the Chairman of the Loudoun 
County (Virginia) Library Board of Trustees, Scott makes a compelling appeal for public support of 
their need for added funds. He follows this with key thoughts for rallying support against threatened 
budget cuts. His views and suggestions are applicable to any library undergoing similar stress. Here 
is an edited version of Scott’s letter asking for help. 

Letter of Appeal  
 Over the past month, I have received scores of letters supporting the Middleburg and Sterling Libraries. 
Those letters only reinforced my already strong support of all of our county library branches, activities, 
collections, and the superb staff that makes them run in such admirable fashion. I’m writing to you to ask 
for your help.  
 Loudoun County is facing a reduced income flow, largely because of the devaluation of housing. Prop-
erty is worth less, so it is taxed less. That results in less funds for the Supervisors to allot to County func-
tions and programs. While everything is affected, let me tell you about the impact on your library and the 
entire Loudoun County Library system.  

Award Winning Efficiency 
 Your Loudoun County Public Library system provides, in my opinion, the most bang for the buck of 
any County Department. I have served on the Loudoun County Library Board of Trustees for five years, 
having served as Chairman for the past two years. I know for a fact that there is no “fat” to be trimmed in 
Library programs and activities. Your libraries are superbly managed, tightly controlled and extremely 
efficient. They are four times more frequently used than the national average, based on the circulation of 
our collection.  
 The Loudoun County Public Library System (LCPL) has been named one of the top 10 libraries in the 
entire United States according to the Hennen American Public Library Rankings. The County Survey 
rated customer satisfaction with the LCPL at an astounding 95%, and 72% of Loudoun County residents 
have used the Library in the last two years, the highest of any department in the County. 55,000 pre-
school children participate in the story times presented at the branches throughout the county. The Early 
Literacy Programs, which prepare children to read long before they enter school, has an attendance of 
more than 10,000 children this past year.  
 In times of financial downturn and difficulties for communities, libraries are a refuge for all of us. Li-
braries are more than the books they hold. Libraries are a source of Internet access for job searches when 
people can’t afford the Internet because they have lost their jobs. Libraries offer a plethora of free enter-
tainment, from live programs, to DVDs, author lectures, book discussions and research help. Our libraries 
are expanding online services, from online access to study and research resources to renewing items 
online. Circulation has increased over 15% this past year alone, to over 4,369,000 items. The library is in 
the forefront of utilizing cost saving practices and technology such as self checkout stations to save 
money. The result is one of the leanest, most well run and cost efficient systems in the County.  
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 And here is the most stunning achievement of all. The LCPL exists on less than one percent of the 
County budget.  

Impact of the Cuts 
 There is no cut that does not do irreparable damage to this model of service to the Loudoun County 
citizenry. When there is nothing extra to cut, the core functions must be gutted. Every library in the sys-
tem is affected, not just your local branch.  
 At a zero percent growth in local tax funding, the LCPL will still be cut by 7.5%; we will have to fire a 
total of over nine staff members and reduce services and the collection. This cut will result in the elimina-
tion of the After Hours Teen Center and the elimination of the Outreach Services to the elderly and shut 
ins unable to get to the library. All branches will be closed on Sundays and a Reference Librarian staff 
member position will be abolished. Four circulation staff will be fired, and the collection development 
acquisitions will be cut by 45%. That means a reduction of 32,250 items purchased, and waits for up to 
four months for popular items. It will mean longer lines, less accessibility to all materials, and backlogs of 
materials waiting to be checked and shelved. A zero percent growth in the county tax rate implies every-
thing remains the same. Don’t be fooled. It won’t be the same.  
 It gets worse. In addition to the above cuts, at a 5% reduction in local tax funding, your libraries will be 
forced to cut hours drastically and fire 29 more staff. Hours of operation will be reduced on Mondays 
through Thursdays to eight hours per day instead of eleven. Historic trends show that library usage in-
creases during times of economic stress. There will be far fewer staff to assist the public, shelve returned 
materials and pull or check out requested items. Twenty nine+ full time employees will be terminated, 
from automated services, management, circulation staff, collection development and acquisitions, com-
munity partnership projects (matching funds), adult services and youth services. Summer Reading and 
Early Literacy programs will be severely impacted or eliminated all together.  
 At a mere 10% reduction in local tax funding, the impact on your libraries is devastating. In addition to 
the cuts briefly summarized above (the details are much worse), this level of funding would further re-
duce library hours by forcing the closure of all branches on Fridays. Our new books and materials pur-
chases would be reduced by 23%. Draconian cuts will be made to staff, further reducing the frequency 
and number of all the valued programs and activities. The Summer Reading Program, Teen Reading Bud-
dies, all collections – literally every aspect of the library you know and love will be gutted. Fifty three+ 
librarians and staff will be eliminated, and libraries as we know them now will be a distant memory.  

You Must Stand Up 
 The Loudoun County Library Board of Trustees, by law, administers the allocation of the money the 
Board of Supervisors chooses to give to the LCPL to run their activities. Once those budget decisions 
have been made by the Supervisors, there is nothing more we as Trustees can do. We will have to make 
the hard decisions based on the funds we are given to work with. I do not want to close libraries. I do not 
want to fire librarians. I do not want stop purchasing new books and turn our overused collections on the 
shelves into an outdated used book collection. I don’t want our libraries to have their doors closed during 
the hours when you and your neighbors need access to the libraries most.  
 If you, as I do, find the prospect of cuts to the LCPL impossible to accept, you must stand up and be 
counted. Now is the time. You can do so by voicing your objections to the cuts which would so devastate 
the magnificent but fragile library system that now serves you. Understand that the County as a whole 
faces severe financial difficulties, and express your willingness to support your libraries even if it costs a 
penny more in your taxes. Are your libraries worth a penny more?  
 You can do so by also attending the public budget hearings where public input is desired and encour-
aged. Don’t just attend; speak up. Make an appointment for a time to speak. [Ed. Note: Specific dates and 
place of meetings are inserted here along with names and contact information for each County Supervisor 
and the County Administrator who is drafting the budget for the Supervisor’s approval.] 
  We must act to influence the very difficult budget decisions the Supervisors face. Don’t punish the 
LCPL for being good stewards of the funds they have been given in the past, and managing the system 
superbly. The Loudoun County Public Library should be rewarded with no cuts to their funding, not in-
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cluded in the simplistic, across the board reductions that insulate the Supervisors from the hard decision 
to reward quality and efficient management. Tell them you support your entire county library system.  
   
 Forward this letter to your neighbors and friends. Organize and be heard. Stand up for your libraries.  
   
         Sincerely, 
         Scott Stewart 
         Chairman, Loudoun County Library Board of Trustees 
   
 

Additional Thoughts By Scott 
 Here are some additional thoughts about fighting for funding in your library.  
 • Arouse the public. Budgets everywhere are being cut. Why is your budget, your cause, your library, a 
more compelling need?  
 • Inform with facts. Facts are the foundation of opinions.  
 • Pick your battles. In Loudoun County, parents of school age children have always been willing to 
sacrifice for their childrens’ education. This means that the school budget, at over 70% of the county 
budget is sacrosanct. I allowed myself to allude, but not to directly confront this fact. The educated public 
will read between the lines and draw their own conclusions.  
 • Identify the key decision makers. Who controls the money? Who allots the funds? What are their 
means of contact?  
 • Identify the key decision makers motivation. What do they want? No one wants to close libraries. 
They want to cut spending and not raise taxes. In our case, I support a $.01 raise in the tax rate if those 
funds will be dedicated to support the libraries. That alone would give us approximately $8 million. If I 
allow them an out to raise taxes to keep the libraries and keep the public happy, I hope they will take that 
opportunity.  
 • Conclude with an appeal for action. List the actions to take. Be specific, and be complete. If you don’t 
give them the address, you will lose a lot of people who otherwise might have written a letter.  
 • Use multiple venues to convey your message. Use letters to the editor, local neighborhood newslet-
ters, e-mail to lists of supporters who have responded in the past, public service announcements and hu-
man interest stories. Carry on a spirited discussion on the merits of one aspect or another of your cause in 
the local newspapers letter to the editors. One letter can answer or expand on points made by a previous 
author, keeping your issues in the public eye every week for free.  
 • Sign up to speak out. Testify before public board hearings. An agenda of overwhelming speakers in 
support of your cause is a powerful message to send to a governing body.  
 • Be consistent in your message and execution of your plan. It needs to be coordinated so everyone in-
volved understands both the message and how you plan to get that message publicized.  
 • Encourage individual efforts. The president of an Advisory Board wrote her own letter for their used 
book sale and put a copy of that letter in every purchase. It wasn’t as complete as mine, but it fit on one 
page and it supported the effort. Go for it! Another local advisory board created a flyer they intend to dis-
tribute, and sent copies to all the other advisory board chairs for their use in similar efforts. Again, the 
message was distilled, but as long as the basics are there, it creates a positive buzz.  
 Good luck! 
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State Reporting 
ARKANSAS 
<www.familysearch.org> 
 The indexes to Arkansas marriages, 1837–1957, with a link to the images of the records are appearing 
online. Thanks to the cooperation of the Arkansas Genealogical Society and FamlySearch Indexing vol-
unteers, counties are being added at a fast pace. Thus far, Clay, Crittendon, Desha, and Monroe Counties 
are completed. Users can find the marriage by name of bride or groom then click on a symbol to view the 
actual record. Records are also available at <www.labs.familysearch.org.>  
 
DELAWARE 
<http://archives.delaware.gov/exhibits/exhibits-toc.shtml> 
 The website of the Delaware Public Archives offers a variety of historical searches of interest to family 
historians. Among the collections are a “Photographic View of Delaware 1890s” which features some 
churches of the era, i.e., Asbury M.E. Church of Wilmington. In the same section is “Lockerman Street 
from the Post Office, Dover.” There are also dated and annotated photographs arranged by city. Another 
feature: Historical maps of Delaware and the Mid-Atlantic region, ranging from 1688 to 20th century. Re-
searchers with Revolutionary War ancestors will want to check the 1776 map of Delaware Bay.  
 
ILLINOIS 
Kane County Genealogical Society; P.O. Box 504; Geneva, IL 60134; <rootsweb.ancestry.com/ ~ilkcgs> 
 Five publication projects have resulted in a number of printed works which the society offers for sale. 
Index to Kane Count, IL. Probate and Guardianship Records has approximately 34,000 entries dating 
from 1836–late 1950s: name/names on the file, year of death or guardianship bond, and the location of the 
original files. Every Name Index to the Kane County Chronicles, 1979–1999 brings over 18,000 entries 
published during two decades in the society journal from a variety of sources. 1865 Kane Count Illinois 
State Census Index lists 6400 heads of households. Surname Guide to Kane County, Illinois Cemeteries 
indexes 94 Kane County cemeteries and 7 sites in neighboring counties. A map and description of each 
cemetery is included. The Kane County Marriage Books project publishes names of bride and groom mar-
riage date and certificate number in four books covering 1836–1906.  
 
OKLAHOMA 
<http://digital.library.okstate.edu> 
The Oklahoma State University Library Electronic Publishing Center, in cooperation with the Oklahoma 
Historical Society, has digitized and placed online the back issues of The Chronicles of Oklahoma. Vol-
umes 1–20 (1921–1942) are fully digitized and searchable. Volumes 21–40 (1943–1962) are in PDF for-
mat, but not searchable. Volumes 41–90 (1963–2002) are table of contents only. The Lawton Public Li-
brary has print copies of all issues of The Chronicles of Oklahoma. There is a three-volume cumulative 
index to volumes 1–88 (1921–1999) and an annotated subject guide to volumes 1–72 (1921–1994). The 
Chronicles of Oklahoma is the quarterly journal of the Oklahoma Historical Society. The Journal is a 
primary source for information concerning Oklahoma’s past and its people. The articles cover a variety of 
topics. [Paul Follett’s column Tree Tracers published in the Lawton Constitution on 11 February 2008). 
 
TEXAS 
 The Texas General Land Office (GLO) maintains a Land Grant Database that contains an index of all 
original land grants that have been issued an abstract number by the Texas General Land Office < 
www.glo.state.tx.us/archives/landgrant.html>. These original land grants were issued by the governmental 
owner of the land: Spain, Mexico, the Republic of Texas, and the State of Texas. Photocopies are available 
from the Texas General Land Office for a nominal fee. A comprehensive search of GLO documents can be 
done at <www.glo.state.tx.us/archives/service.html>. [Thanks to Linda McCleary, Records Preservation & 
Access columnist, for providing this notice] 
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Ethnic & International 
ENGLAND & WALES 
 The Society of Genealogists and Pharos Teaching and Tutoring Ltd offer a joint online course called 
“I’m Stuck! How can the Society of Genealogists Help Me?” The two week course guides students 
through the steps needed to think logically about solving research problems and consulting sources at the 
Society. The course is suitable for those with experience in family history research in England and Wales 
but who are unable to identify where their ancestor originated. Enrollment is at the Pharos website 
<www.pharostutors.com>. The Society of Genealogists is England’s National Family History Library and 
Education Centre offering research material, guidance and support for those interested in family history. 
Founded in 1911, the Society has over 12,000 members across the world. More information about the So-
ciety can be found at <www.sog.org.uk>.  
 
IRELAND 
 More than 20 million records from the Irish Civil Registration indexes are being made available for 
searching online at <www.familysearch.org>. The records date from 1845–1958 and are also known as 
the Statutory Registration Records. Statutory registration for Protestants began in 1845 and for Catholics 
in 1864. [press release FamilySearch 30 January 2009]. 
 
JEWISH 
 FamilySearch expanded its Knowles Collection—a free popular database of Jewish records hailing 
from the British Isles. The collection builds upon work commenced by the late Isobel Mordy—a well-
known historian of the Jews of the British Isles. Another historian, Todd Knowles, expanded Mordy’s 
collection of 8,000 names to a collection of over 40,000 in a more easily searchable genealogy database 
that links tens of thousands of individual Jews into family groups. The records come from over 100 indi-
vidual sources, some maintained until the mid 1980s. Some of the families tie into the work of Malcolm 
Stern’s The First American Jewish Families, which includes families who had English ancestry. The col-
lection can be accessed at <FamilySearch.org> on the Jewish Family History Resources page. It is avail-
able to download for free as either a GEDCOM or PAF file. Individuals can add their own records to the 
collection by contacting the collection’s author, Todd Knowles, directly at <knowleswt@ 
familysearch.org>. [press release FamilySearch 20 April 2009]. 
 
LONDON 
 Nearly 77 million records for the City of London is available online at <www.ancestry.co.uk>. This is 
a result of a partnership with the London Metropolitan Archives ad Guildhall Library Manuscripts. Titled, 
“The London Historical Records 1500s-1900s, the collection include parish registers, school admissions 
and discharges, non-conformist registers (birth, baptism, death and burial of religious dissenters who did 
not worship at the established church in England from 1894–1921—primarily Methodist, Baptist and 
United Reform churches) and diocesan divorce exhibits. There are also workhouse records, electoral rolls, 
wills and land tax records. These record are available on <www.ancestry.com> with a World Deluxe sub-
scription. [press release Ancestry.co.uk 27 March 2009] 
 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
 The 1861 Census for Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have undergone a final 
completion check process in preparation for online placement at <www.familysearch.org>. [press release 
FamilySearch 06 February 2009]. 
 
SWEDEN 
 Chicago’s historical Swedish neighborhood in the area called Andersonville is home to the Swedish 
America Museum Center. Founded in 1976, the Center is committed to preserving and celebrating the 
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history, culture and traditions of Swedish immigrants in Chicago. The Center maintains a permanent col-
lection of history, art and artifacts dating back to the mass immigration of Swedes to the Chicago area 
nearly 200 years ago. A children’s museum of immigration provides young visitors with a hands-on ex-
perience of an 1870 voyage. There are major exhibits that change quarterly and a family research center 
where classes in beginning and special topic genealogy are offered. Visit <www.samac.org> for current 
information or call (773) 728-8111. The Center is located at 5211 N. Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 
60640.  
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Records Preservation & Access 
Linda Caldwell McCleary, MLS, held the position of Arizona State Genealogy Li-
brarian for fifteen years before her early retirement. She holds a Certificate in Ge-
nealogical Research (professional) from Brigham Young University, is a member of 
the FGS/NGS Records Preservation and Access Committee, and a past director of 
the Federation. To submit or examine current information about record availability, 
visit the FGS Web site at <www.fgs.org/rpac/index.php>. Linda’s e-mail address is 
caldmccl@earthlink.net. 
 
NATIONAL 
Unfortunately, most of the national information on Records Preservation and Access deals with budget 
cuts, limiting onsite research hours, and building closures. Please check each facility’s website for hours 
of operation before visiting a library or archives. 
 
ALABAMA: The Alabama Department of Archives and History (ADAH) has reduced their hours because 
of budget cuts. Saturday hours have been eliminated, and the ADAH Research Room will be closed Sun-
days, Mondays and all State holidays. The building will be open 8:30AM–4:30PM, Monday through Fri-
day. Visit <www.archives.alabama.gov>. 
 
ARIZONA: Because of the budget crisis in Arizona, the brand new Polly Rosenbaum Archives and His-
tory Building has restricted hours. The official announcement reads: “The State Archives will be open for 
research—by appointment only—every Tuesday from noon–4:00PM and every Wednesday from 9:00AM 
to 1:00PM, except for emergencies. Please call 602-926-3720 between 10:00AM and noon Monday 
through Friday to make an appointment. We will continue to accept research requests from patrons, but 
the response times will be much longer.” Concerns remain for the rest of the 2009 budget and for the 
2010 budget (still being crafted by the legislature), which may impact the hours even more. Visit 
<www.lib.az.us/archives>. 
 
MASSACHUSETTS: The Massachusetts Genealogical Council launched a letter writing campaign to 
restore the research hours at the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. Because of budgetary cut-
backs and staff reductions, the new Research Room hours will be: Monday: 2PM–4:30PM, Tuesday: 
9AM–noon, no research hours on Wednesday, Thursday: 2PM–4:30PM, Friday: 9AM–noon. The cutback 
in hours represents a 16½ hour loss of research time from a previous weekly service level of 27½ hours. 
Visit <www.mass.gov>. 
 
MAINE: Adult adoptees born in Maine can now obtain their original birth certificates. However, biologi-
cal parents may state that they do not wish to be contacted by the birth child. These vital records are 
available at the Maine Office of Health Data and Program Management, Vital Records Department, 244 
Water Street, Augusta, ME 04333. 
 
MICHIGAN: The Michigan Genealogical Council is working with Michigan Department of History, 
Arts, and Libraries (HAL) to develop a proposal for preserving the Department in this economic down-
turn. As the Genealogy Library is a part of this, the twelfth largest genealogical collection is in jeopardy. 
Michigan genealogists are conducting a letter writing campaign to save the Genealogy Library. 
 
OHIO: The State Library of Ohio and the Ohio Historical Society announced the launch of the Ohio 
Memory—Next Generation website, <www.ohiomemory.org/>. The redesigned website features 75,000 
historical images and information from 330 archives, historical societies, libraries and museums. The new 

Linda McCleary 
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website has been improved to make it easier to find information, documents and images. Rare Ohio state 
government documents available on the website include the Annual Report of the Ohio Soldiers’ and 
Sailors Orphans’ Home; Ohio Institution for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb; Annual Reports of 
Longview Hospital; and known military dead during the Spanish American War and the Philippines In-
surrection, 1898-1901. The project was originally funded by the Ohio Public Library Information Net-
work, Ohio Bicentennial Commission and the federal Museum and Library Services/Library Services 
Technology Act grant awarded by the State Library of Ohio. 
 
PENNSYLVANIA: The Pennsylvania State Library is facing dire budget cuts resulting in possible clo-
sure of the Library. The Library houses one of the nation’s largest newspaper collections, as well as ex-
tensive Pennsylvania Dutch history and other genealogy resources such as Colonial-era newspapers and 
historic maps. Visit <www.pde.state.pa.us/libraries> 
 Pennsylvania’s new Open Records Law allows access to most records with the exception of vital re-
cords, records containing Social Security numbers, drivers license numbers, employee numbers, personal 
phone numbers, spouse’s name or dependent information and library circulation cards. Vital statistics re-
cords are subject to the Right to Know law and are open unless there are statutory limitations. 
 
RHODE ISLAND: The Rhode Island State Office of Vital Records has experienced budget cutbacks re-
sulting in limiting the office hours from 12:30PM to 4PM, Monday through Friday. The office is located 
in Room 101 Cannon Building, 3 Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908.  
 
WISCONSIN: The Dane County, Wisconsin Register of Deeds has begun to digitize the county’s vital 
records beginning in 1901. Digitization will preserve the records from deterioration and streamline 
searching for documents. The project may take up to a year to complete and will cost at least $400,000. 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
CANADA: The Ontario (Canada) Genealogical Society recently received a grant from the Ontario Tril-
lium Foundation to help Ontario heritage organizations digitize parts of their at-risk heritage documents 
collections. The grant will provide a digitized version of one-of-a-kind records and increase access to On-
tario’s heritage records allowing OGS to place the material on their website. 
 
GERMANY: The six-story state Historical Archive building in Cologne, Germany collapsed in March 
killing at least one person. Many documents date back to 900AD, and include original, unique historical 
manuscripts, records and documents concerning the history of Europe as a whole. Crucial original docu-
ments concerning politics, legal records, property rights, economic and social documents have possibly 
been lost. However, a large part of the archive’s pre-1945 files were microfilmed with the backups stored 
in the Barbarastollen archive in the Black Forest. 
 
NEW ZEALAND: 
New Zealand’s Ministry of Internal Affairs has 
launched online access to New Zealand’s histori-
cal birth, death and marriage records 
<http://bdmhistoricalrecords.identityservices.gov
t.nz/Home/>. Records include births 100 years or 
older, stillbirths 50 years or older, marriages 80 
years or older and deaths 50 years or older or the 
deceased’s date of birth was at least 80 years ago. 
Searches are free and certificates can either be 
purchased as a digital image downloaded, or as a 
paper certificate sent through the mail. Official 
registrations of births and deaths began in 1848; marriage registrations began in 1856.  
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Family Associations 
Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, edits the “Family Associations“ column. Family 
Association newsletters and items to be considered for publication should be sent to 
her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831 
 
Parker Heritage has been dedicated to researching and celebrating the Parker fam-
ily history and genealogy since 2001. One of their biggest draws are photos (with 
identification) displayed on their website. Additionally, they maintain a blog, have 
chats, queries, video of tombstones, a forum, and other means by which Parkers can 
exchange information. The members’ section includes mini profiles, and often member photos. The web-
site also has links to Parker groups such as Eastern Kentucky Parkers, Quanah Parker Family History, 
Cherokee Parkers, Tennessee Parkers, Wilkes County, North Carolina Parkers, Missouri Parkers, and oth-
ers. [Contact: See website at <www.parkerheritage.com>.]  

* * * * * 
Pancake Pages is devoted to a variety of information concerning the Pancake family. Once at their web-
site, click on the “Table of Contents” and choose a location. Items that have been collected on the Pan-
cake family are displayed and often abstracted. For example, clicking on Hampshire County, Vir-
ginia/West Virginia produced itemizations of the Pancake census listings from this county up to and in-
cluding 1930, birth records, marriage records, death records, land records, tax lists, probate records, and 
more. Also posted are a number of photos that are sure to interest descendants. 
 Although this is not a traditional family association, the information posted will prove useful to those 
tracing the family. [Contact: Lowell Pankake, 194 Summit Avenue, Apt. 112, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102-
1949. Visit their website at: <http://www.usfamily.net/web/pancake>.] 

* * * * * 
 A website is dedicated to compiling the vast number of descendants of Ralph Pain who was born about 
1650/1660 (place unknown) and died December 1727. The website announces to those with ancestors 
from the area of Freetown, Bristol County, Massachusetts who bore the Pain/Paine/Payne name: 
“chances are you are one of us.” They further state that “some of the information on the attached pages is 
fairly reliable, while some other parts are quite wrong. We strive to compile the truth, but please do not 
rely on this data exclusively. Where possible, we always quote the origins of the data to provide you with 
your own research opportunities.” 
 Among the descendants of the family are Warren G. Harding, 29th President of the United States; Tho-
mas Otten Paine, NASA Administrator during the first 7 Apollo flights; and Clifford Millburn Holland 
1883-1924, for whom the tunnel in New York City is named.  
[Contact: Deborah Gunther, Glendale, Wisconsin at <gungazo@ameritech.net> or visit their website at 
<http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gungazo/ralphpain.html>.] 

* * * * * 
 The Tefft Family Association started with much promise in 1999 but appears to have disbanded 
around 2002. The site can still be accessed and should prove helpful to descendants. They were working 
to preserve cemeteries, and build an organization dedicated to learning more about their surname. Alter-
nate spellings of the Tefft name include Tifft, Tift, Teft, Teiff, or other variations.They descend from 
John Tefft (1614 to ca 1680), his brother William Tefft (who died without a male heir), and John’s sons 
Joshua and Samuel who settled in South Kingstown, Rhode Island. At the Tefft website there are photo-
graphs, copies of association newsletters, and other items sure to interest family members, including their 
attractive newsletters from 2000 to 2002 appear on the website.  
 They had hoped to spearhead and finance the purchase and preservation of the 225-year-old Tefft 
Homestead and turn it into a historical park. Genealogically, they had embarked upon a project to learn 
the origins of William and John Tefft. If anyone has up-to-date information on this group, please contact 
the author of this column at <Christine@ Christine4Rose.com> and we will include it in a future column. 
[Visit the website at <http://www.geocities.com/ tefft_family>.] 

Christine Rose 
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Genealogy 2.0 
 Randy Seaver is the “Genealogy 2.0” columnist and author of the popular Genea-
Musings blog, <www.geneamusings.com>. He is a genealogist living in Southern 
California, and is a past president of the Chula Vista Genealogical Society and a 
local genealogical speaker. Randy can be reached at 1154 Via Trieste, Chula Vista 
CA 91911, or by email at <rjseaver@cox.net>. 

 

Keeping Up with the Genealogy 2.0 World 
ow do you learn best? By reading? By watching? By hearing? By doing? When I was young, the 
major ways of learning was by hearing a teacher recite the lessons, taking notes from the black-

board, or by playing a recording. I found that I learned best by watching somebody perform a task, taking 
notes, and then doing the task myself.  
 How do you educate yourself and keep up with what is happening in our Genealogy 2.0 world? Maga-
zines? Periodicals? Journals? Conferences? Seminars? Society programs? Round-table discussions? 
Newsletters? Email? Web Sites? Podcasts? Videocasts? Webinars? Blogs? Social Networks? All of these 
have a place in our genealogy world. Each of them can help us learn research techniques, use research 
tools, or find genealogy information.  
 Communication in the 21st century is different from the 20th century – it’s much more instantaneous 
and pervasive. We cannot seem to escape from it even if we want to. Some people feel uninformed or 
bored if they don’t have a computer, a laptop, a PDA, an MP3 device (like an iPod) or a cellular phone in 
their face, or in their hands, every minute of the day.  
 While the genealogy communication tools of the 20th century are still with us (Magazines through Web 
Sites in the first list above), we have many more opportunities for distance learning, staying informed, 
being entertained, and feeling connected in the Genealogy 2.0 world.  
 Let’s look at some of these Genealogy 2.0 communication tools and the opportunities we have to use 
them. They all run on one or more of the digital (hardware) tools listed above: 

Podcasts 
A podcast is an audio program that is similar to a radio program – it has a host, a variety of topics, and 
(usually) a regular time schedule. You can find it on a web site, you can download it to your computer, 
and/or you can transfer it to your MP3 device. In all cases, you can listen to it at your convenience, not on 
a set schedule. 
 Genealogy buffs have a number of genealogy podcasts available on a regular basis, including: 
 • The Genealogy Guys Podcast <http://genealogyguys.com>– a free weekly program hosted by George 
G. Morgan and Drew Smith. 
 • Genealogy Gems Podcast – Your Family History Show <http://genealogygemspodcast.com/>– a free 
weekly program hosted by Lisa Louise Cooke. Lisa also has a set of free 30-minute podcasts called Fam-
ily History: Genealogy Made Easy at < http://tinyurl.com/6qmdcc>.  
 • DearMYRTLE’S Family History Hour Podcast <http://podcasts.dearmyrtle.com/> – a free weekly 
program hosted by Pat Richley, AKA DearMYRTLE.  
 • Family Tree Magazine Podcast < http://tinyurl.com/cuox9j > – a free monthly program hosted by 
Lisa Louise Cooke.  
 • Irish Roots Café < http://tinyurl.com/ctzngs>– a collection of podcasts – some free and some by sub-
scription – created by Michael C. O’Laughlin about Irish genealogy and family history. 
 • There are several other podcast collections that publish occasionally or are no longer active, but they 
are available for listening. Check the list at <http://audio.genealogytoday.com/>. 

H

Randy Seaver 
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Videocasts 
 A videocast is a video program that you watch on your computer or other video device. It is similar to 
watching a television program. In all cases, you can watch and listen to it at your convenience, not on a 
set schedule. Genealogy videos are available on many web sites, including: 
 • Roots Television <http://www.rootstelevision.com> – There are 25 Roots Television channels, and 
more than 1,000 videos in the collection on topics ranging from African-American Research, DNA and 
Genetics, Kids and genealogy, Storytelling, Genealogy conference Interviews, and many more.  
 • FamilySearch Research Series Classes Online <http://tinyurl.com/debr9s> – 5 videos (up to 35 min-
utes each) on English Beginning Research  
 • Ancestor Genealogy Videos < http://tinyurl.com/czyfwg > – 18 videos (less than five minutes each in 
length) available, focusing on beginning genealogy and DNA research, with a British Isles orientation. 
 • Barbara Renick’s Video Tutorials <http://www.zroots.com/tutorials1.htm> – 5 tutorials on using An-
cestry.com (about 10 minutes each) 
 • Ancestry.com Learning Center Videos < http://tinyurl.com/c79auq > – 20 short (less than one minute) 
videos available, focusing on advice for the beginning genealogist. 
 • Family Tree Magazine YouTube Channel < http://tinyurl.com/c4jt6o > – 15 videos (less than 10 min-
utes each) 
 • GenealogyGuy (Robert Ragan) YouTube Channel <http://tinyurl.com/dcl5bw > – 11 videos (less than 
10 minutes each) 
 • Genealogy Gems YouTube Channel < http://tinyurl.com/cnft69 > – 21 videos of interviews hosted by 
Lisa Louise Cooke (variable length, up to 20 minutes). 
 • FamilyHistoryExpos YouTube Channel < http://tinyurl.com/cjfm4m > – 13 videos of interviews 
hosted by Lisa Louise Cooke (variable length). 
 • You can Search for “genealogy” or “family history” and “video” at Google <www.google.com> (or 
any other Search Engine), or at YouTube <www.youtube.com>, and find other videos contributed by re-
searchers. 

Webinars  
 A Webinar is an online WEB-based semINAR. A webinar often starts with a presentation, and can be 
collaborative to include polling and question and answer sessions to allow full participation between the 
audience and the presenter. Most genealogy-content webinars are PowerPoint presentations with voice-
over descriptions, similar to what you observe in person at a seminar or conference. The user can 
participate in the Webinar at the appointed time, or can view and listen (but not participate in) the 
Webinar at a convenient time. Genealogy-oriented Webinars are available from: 
 • New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) Online Seminars <http://tinyurl.com/d6r7ds> 
– a set of free genealogy presentations for beginners and experienced researchers. 
 • Ancestry.com Webinars < http://tinyurl.com/d6vpsn > – free starting genealogy research, Family Tree 
Maker and Ancestry.com presentations. 
 • Many PowerPoint style presentations can be found on the Internet provided by software companies, 
genealogy database providers, and by individual genealogy speakers. Use Google (or another search en-
gine) to find them using search terms like “genealogy” “Presentation” “PowerPoint.”  

Blogs and Social Networks 
I will discuss these topics in future columns. 

Summary 
 The Genealogy 2.0 world we live in and work with is changing every month and every year. New web 
sites, new software, new databases and new search techniques will come online every year. You, and your 
society colleagues, need to continue your genealogy education using every communication tool available. 
 In addition to the many local, regional and national classes, seminars and conferences available to fur-
ther your genealogy education, there are now online podcasts, videocasts and webinars for you to access 
at home at your own pace, and most of the resources are free. 



FGS FORUM 

32    Summer 2009, Volume 21, Number 2 

 What about genealogy societies? A society with a high-speed Internet connection could show the gene-
alogy videocasts at their meetings (perhaps subject to copyright restrictions for single use only – societies 
should check with the provider). Some societies and genealogy speakers are using ‘virtual’ seminar pro-
grams, using a video interface such as Skype <www.skype.com> or GoToMeeting 
<www.GoToMeeting.com>. This may be a way for local societies, or conferences halfway around the 
world, to observe and hear quality genealogy presentations from nationally known speakers without the 
high cost of travel and housing expenses.  
 I really enjoy reading, listening and watching genealogy-related content on all media, and I wonder 
what the next great communication tool will be in the Genealogy 2.0 world.  
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Book Reviews 
Paul Milner, MDiv, MS, of Park Ridge, Illinois, edits the “Book Review” column. Publica-
tions for review should be sent to him at 1548 Parkside, Park Ridge, IL 60068. 
 
Quicksheet: Citing Ancestry.com® Databases & Images. Evidence! Style*. By 
Elizabeth Shown Mills. Published by Genealogical Publishing Company, 3600 
Clipper Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211. <www.genealogical.com>. 
2009. 4 pp. Laminated. $7.95. 
 Here is an ideal item to have sitting next to the computer, for ensuring the correct citation of sources 
when doing research on Ancestry.com. This is useful because all of Ancestry.com material is derivative 
by nature, a fact which requires the researcher to cite the Ancestry product and the Ancestry source. 

 All of Ancestry.com resource collections fall into one of six basic types: images 
of original records or pages previous published in print or issued on film; databases 
created by outside parties; databases created solely by Ancestry; databases created 
by Ancestry adapting or consolidating databases obtained from others; transcrip-
tions, abstracts, or OCR text created by Ancestry; or instructional articles by An-
cestry writers.  
 The sheet begins with basic templates and then provides models for common 
record types covering all the types of records the researcher will encounter on An-
cestry. For each model the sheet provides the format, with example, for a Source 
List Entry, Full Reference Note and Subsequent Reference Note. All the examples 

follow the format explained in Ms. Mills Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to 
Cyberspace. This brings most of what you will need for citing Ancestry sources into four pages.  
 The researcher should still read and understand the principles provided in Evidence Explained in order 
to appreciate why source citations are in the format recommended, and how to handle non Ancestry.com 
sources. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Census Substitutes & State Census Records. Volume 1 – Eastern States. 243 pp. 
Volume 2 – Western States. 209 pp. By William Dollarhide. Published by Fam-
ily Roots Publishing Company, P.O. Box 830, Bountiful, UT 84011. 
<www.familyrootspublishing.com>. 2008. Softcover. $32.95 each. 
 These two volumes provide an up-to-date compilation of census indexes and 
substitutes for each state, correcting and adding to earlier similar compilations. 
They divide the U.S. into east and west, with the boundary formed by the eastern 
end of the states of Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas. For each 
section of the U.S. the states are gathered by regions so the ‘Old Southwest’ in-
cludes Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and Florida.  
 The region begins with a historical timeline. Using the example of the Old Southwest, the timeline 
shows the major dates for Spanish, French, British and American jurisdiction. The states are then dis-
cussed in detail. The Family History Library Catalog and PERSI have been used extensively to create the 
compilation. Film numbers are provided when resources have been filmed, and full citations appear for 
published records. If the records are known to be online this is indicated. In fact, general listings for 
www.Ancestry.com, www.censusfinder.com and www.census-online.com are provided at the end of each 
state’s material. 
 For the fourteen states which have never taken a state census, the author attempts to find as many sub-
stitutes as possible, whether they are for a single county or the whole state. A table summarizes the years 

Paul Milner 
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for which substitutes have been found, but the specifics for each are in the appropriate state listing.  
 For states with state census returns, an attempt is made to differentiate between those authorized, those 
taken and those where records have survived, partially or in total. In the process the author attempts to 
clarify and improve the accuracy of earlier compilations. In addition census substitutes are cited. The sub-
stitutes listed vary between state and by time period but often include: tax lists, patriot indexes, election 
returns, military censuses, assessment lists, naturalization records, WWI enrollment cards or selective 
service draft registrations, vital records, land titles, warrants and surveys—in other words almost any re-
cords that provide lists of people for a specific location and time period.  
 As with any compilation, this one can never be complete. The author knows that and includes phrases 
like “Samplings of census substitutes are shown below.” (vol. 1, p.118). This is a good compilation for 
genealogical libraries, and individuals will want to check out the listings for the states in which they are 
working. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
International Vital Records Handbook. 5th edition. By Thomas Jay Kemp. Pub-
lished by Genealogical Publishing Company, 3600 Clipper Road, Suite 260, 
Baltimore, MD 21211. <www.genealogical.com>. 2009. xiv, 587 pp. Softcover. 
$49.95. 
 Here is a reference book appropriate for your society library because most gene-
alogists sooner or later will need to obtain birth, marriage or death certificates from 
somewhere. This book either provides the form or explains how to contact the ap-
propriate office to get the needed certificate, assuming it was created in the first 
place.  
 For U.S. States and Trust territories, this book provides the forms needed to ap-
ply for a certificate. For each state an introduction explains who can apply, under what circumstances, for 
what time period and for what cost. If indexes or records are accessible through a different avenue, i.e., 
Internet, the Family History Library or the state archives, that is indicated. Contact information is pro-
vided for each state office. After that, information is provided for countries around the world, even for 
countries I had never heard of before. For some countries the forms are provided, while for others (Eng-
land and Wales), they are not because of copyright restrictions.  
 Many countries listed have no central registration of births, marriages and deaths and the researcher 
may have to contact a local or regional office, local churches, a government office or embassy. Mr. Kemp 
has done the leg work and points the researcher in the right direction to find the record of that important 
event in your ancestor’s life. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Personal Archives and a New Archival Calling: Readings, Reflections and Ruminations. By Richard 
J. Cox. Published by Litwin Books, LLC, P.O. Box 3320, Duluth, MN 55803. <http://litwin-
books.com>. 2008. 418 pp. Bibliography, index. Softcover. $35. 
 The reliance on and preservation of personal documents, whether in traditional forms (letters, diaries, 
journals, photographs) or electronic ones (blogs, e-mail, Internet websites, digital photograph albums) are 
the concerns of archivists as well as genealogists. Through a series of essays Dr. Cox addresses the role of 
the traditional archives and the changing world of personal documents and personal archives as they be-
come more public and at risk in the virtual world. 
 Though written for archivists, topics of interest to genealogists, such as the management and preserva-
tion of personal and family archives, a reliance on various documents, and researching in archives and on 
the Internet, are covered in this book. 
 While the average family historian might not be inclined to read through this scholarly tome, individual 
chapters or topics of interest are worth a look. Historical and genealogical society librarians and profes-
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sional genealogists will find value in its nuggets of information as well as insights into the current and 
future challenges presented from an archivist’s point of view. 

 Joanne Sher 
Duluth, Minnesota 

* * * * * 
Complicity: How the North Promoted, Prolonged, and Profited from Slavery. By Anne Farrow, Joel 
Lang, and Jenifer Frank. Published by Random House Publishing Group, Ballantine Books, 1745 
Broadway, New York, NY 10019. <www.randomhouse.com>. 2006. xxix, 269 pp. Illustrations, in-
dex, maps. Softcover. $15.95. 
 The South’s role in the slave trade and slavery is familiar to even the most casual student of American 
history. Yet three New England journalists contend that slavery in America goes well beyond the mythi-
cal montage of Southern domination. 
 This book probes the involvement of Northern states in American slavery and the slave trade. It chal-
lenges the myth that Southerners were the only “bad guys” during and before the Civil War. A growing 
nation needed cheap labor. In fact, the slave trade was a huge source of revenue for New England until 
the Revolutionary War. Before that time, nearly 1,000 slave ships left Rhode Island for Africa and re-
turned with an estimated 100,000 men, women and children. 
 Slavery existed in all 13 colonies. Enslaved Africans and people of African descent toiled in the salt, 
iron, and lead-mines of Appalachia, in the rice and indigo fields of the Sea Islands, and in the swamps, 
sawmills and tobacco factories of the interior. They worked in the bakeries and breweries, foundries and 
tanneries, and shops and homes of our cities. They sweated on the canals, waterfronts and riverways that 
traversed the continent.  
 The authors’ research into slavery in New England and the Mid-Atlantic states is thorough, and their 
findings are sometimes shocking. In the first federal census, 1790, Massachusetts was the only state that 
registered no slaves in its population. Convoluted laws governing gradual emancipation in Pennsylvania 
could keep a family in bondage for generations. More than 5,000 Africans had been enslaved in Con-
necticut. Some Connecticut slaves lived on farms as big as Southern plantations. Connecticut’s economy 
thrived because of slavery and the slave trade. 
 Once the Civil War ended and slavery was outlawed, one would expect American involvement in slav-
ery to end. Not so. Two piano-key manufacturing companies in Connecticut imported ivory from the 
Congo for popular nineteenth- and early twentieth-century pianos. Thousands of people walked hundreds 
of miles to the east coast of African bearing 80-pound tusks. Once they had delivered their burdens, the 
people were sold into slavery to plantation owners in Brazil, Arabia, North Africa, Zanzibar and other 
Indian Ocean islands. A tragic irony: the founders of those two Connecticut companies were active in 
American abolitionism.  
 This book offers genealogists and family historians an opportunity to look at American history in a 
frank and complete way. It provides an economic perspective for a series of complex historical events. 
Further, it suggests consideration of sources that might otherwise be overlooked, e.g. broadsides, newspa-
per ads, blueprints, insurance contracts and account books. 
 The writers successfully maintain a strong narrative that makes the most of records and documents 
hitherto overlooked. They present the logic (and illogic) of complex legal and business issues. They skill-
fully point out—without guilt or indictment—that slavery was central to the entire nation’s growth. Un-
derstanding slavery is a key to understanding our history. 

 Leslie Anderson Morales 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

* * * * * 
Houses and the Hearth Tax: the later Stuart house and society. Council for British Archaeology Re-
search Report 150. Edited by P.S. Barnwell and Malcolm Airs. Published by the Council for British 
Archaeology, St. Mary’s House, 66 Bootham, York YO30 7BZ, UK. US Distributor: David Brown 
Book Company, P.O. Box 511, 28 Main Street, Oakville, CT 06779. www.oxbowbooks.com. 2006. 
xiv, 202 pp. Bibliography, illustrations, index. Softcover. $35. 
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 This book is a report of current studies on how to combine the mid-seventeenth 
century records of the hearth tax and probate inventories with surviving examples 
of period vernacular architecture. It is presented as a collection of papers, revised 
and edited, first presented at a conference at Oxford University in 2004, and de-
signed to combine the findings from the British Academy Hearth Tax Project at 
Roehampton University and the Vernacular Architecture Group. It shows how re-
searchers can combine these resources to examine how their ancestors may have 
lived and what their social standing may have been. 
 The first part of the book provides, in three papers, a thorough and well written 
explanation of how the hearth taxes were collected, the records they generated, 
what has survived and the issues surrounding how to interpret the hearth tax returns 
and the exemptions. A fourth paper examines the social issues of ‘chimneys, wood and coal’ especially 
with regard to houses and whether the need to burn coal led to changes in chimney architecture or 
whether design changes led to the burning of more coal. Tied in with this was the economic standing of 
the owners of the house in question. These chapters form one of the clearest and most detailed explana-
tions of the operation of the hearth tax collection over time, and its records, that I have ever read. 
 The bulk of the book is a collection of papers examining vernacular architecture in different counties in 
various regions around England. Almost all the papers have: maps of the county showing hearth tax col-
lection jurisdictions and records (they don’t all use the same year); exterior photographs of surviving 
buildings from the period with some interior pictures; floor plans (some with cut-away drawings showing 
three dimensional views of the houses); and tabular comparisons of hearths between different tax years.  
 Good use is made of the hearth tax records and contemporary probate inventories which often provide 
a room-by-room description of the house contents and thus how the room was used at the time of death. 
What appears are similarities and differences that occur across the country and even within the same 
county regarding the economic situation of the taxpayers. The collection emphasizes the care needed 
when making assumptions about taxpayers, and the insufficient analytical evidence yet to draw strong 
conclusions and comparisons.  
 For those doing seventeenth-century English research, this is an excellent guide to using the hearth tax 
records, along with probate inventories, to put ancestors carefully into a local context. The extensive bib-
liography will also help researchers broaden their understanding or narrow their geographic focus depend-
ing upon their needs. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Maps and Map-Making in Local History. Maynooth Research Guides for Irish 
Local History. By Jacinta Prunty. Published by Four Courts Press, 7 Malpas 
Street, Dublin 8, Eire. U.S. Distributor: ISBS, 920 N.E. 58th Avenue, Suite 300, 
Portland, OR 97213. <www.isbs.com>. 2004. 344 pp. Illustrations, index, 
maps. Softcover. $30. 
 This book opens with the quote: “Maps are graphic representations that facilitate 
a spatial understanding of things, concepts, conditions, processes or events in the 
human world” (p.15). The rest of the book expands upon that theme, successfully 
introducing the reader to the use of maps in research, writing and presenting local 
history. The illustrations are all from Ireland, so it is especially valuable for those 
researching in Ireland, but the concepts and ideas introduced are applicable for 
anyone working with maps. In fact two of the appendices are worth the price of the 
book alone, simply because they do apply to any location—“Questions to be asked of maps” and “Ques-
tions to ask of your place in the search for maps.” 
 This is essentially a practical guide, including notes on the map series that are immediately useful for 
local history, and thus family history in Ireland, plus information on the major repositories, catalogs and 
finding aids, ways to use the maps in research, and the ways the maps themselves were made. Maps pro-
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vide the context in which family historians place families within a community. In local history, research-
ers examine how that community operated in relationship to its neighbors, what resources were shared, 
how the interactions and development was affected by the landscape, all of which can be seen with maps.  
 The book is divided into four sections. The first, and largest, provides a historical overview of map-
making in Ireland. The watershed here is the six-inch to one mile Ordnance Survey maps. Their produc-
tion, content and legal standing are described in detail. The maps created before and after this significant 
series are also thoroughly described. This section is well illustrated and provides researchers with a 
glimpse of what is available. The author suggests, in the process, that the researcher should obtain any 
and all maps for the relevant geographic area, regardless of the time period or the maps focus (e.g. rail-
ways, canals, roads, military, plantation, geology, antiquities, estates, or bogs).  
 A very practical chapter on map-reading skills discusses scales, projections, orientations, national grid, 
grid references, sheet numbering, height, contours, boundaries, measurements, dates, and symbols. Ms. 
Punty explains where to locate maps, how to get started, and how to use guides to local and major ar-
chives or library collections, some of which are online. The book concludes with some case studies on 
how maps can be used by historians, local and family. This last section of the book also addresses the is-
sues of copyright ownership, and provides guidelines for making your own maps, with or without com-
puters. Many references to published and online materials provide further guidance throughout the text 
for researchers wanting to explore Irish maps and map-making further.  
 There is no doubt that this will become the standard guide for anyone working with Irish maps. It is 
highly recommended for personal and society collections.  

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Church of Ireland Records. Second edition. Maynooth Research Guides for Irish 
Local History. By Raymond Refausse. Published by Four Courts Press, 7 Mal-
pas Street, Dublin 8, Eire. U.S. Distributor: International Specialized Book 
Service, 920 N.E. 58th Avenue, Suite 300, Portland, OR 97213. 
<www.isbs.com>. 2006. 93 pp. Illustrations, index. Softcover. $19.95. 
 Mr. Refausse has worked for nearly twenty-five years as the archivist of the 
Church of Ireland, and his depth of knowledge comes through in this clear guide to 
the records of the church. He provides: “an overview of the Church’s administra-
tion and the archives and manuscripts that it produced; a guide to the various pub-
lished catalogues and printed editions; and an introduction to the principal reposito-
ries in which Church of Ireland records are to be found with an indication of the 
material contained in these institutions” (p.11).  
 The records of the church are divided into three distinct periods: the pre-Reformation Church; the Es-
tablished Church from the Reformation to 1871; and the disestablished Church, 1871 to the present. There 
is good discussion on how the church is organized during each of the periods, so we read about the differ-
ences between the secular and the monastic monasteries during the pre-Reformation period and the vari-
ous roles of those who operated the church. During the Established Church period we learn how member-
ship grew, if not for theological reasons then for political, social and economic expediency. With dises-
tablishment the status of the churches and their records changed. Laws were changed to make the records 
public again and to gather them. Unfortunately many, but not all, were destroyed in 1922. Ultimately this 
led to the formation of what became the Representative Church Body Library where the church’s records 
and manuscripts have been gathered.  
 The book also discusses both the intellectual access to the archives, through catalogues and histories, 
and physical access for visitors—including a discussion of what is held at the Library versus what re-
searchers will find at the National Archives of Ireland or the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland. 
The expected records of baptism, marriage and burials are discussed in context, but so are many other 
types of records. The records that have survived are substantial but are only a fraction of what existed at 
one time. The book includes a good select bibliography and has many footnotes that will guide the re-



FGS FORUM 

38    Summer 2009, Volume 21, Number 2 

searcher who wants to understand the Church of Ireland more thoroughly. 
 Paul Milner 

Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Erin’s Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada 1761-1853. Volume II. By Ter-
rence M. Punch. Published by Genealogical Publishing Company, 3600 Clip-
per Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211. <www.genealogical.com>. 2009. 
191 pp. Index. Softcover. $30. 
 This volume covers the same time period as the first volume, 1761-1853 and 
adds the names of 7,000 Irish arriving in Newfoundland, Labrador, Prince Edward 
Island, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. There are 40 lists of Irish created from 
church records of marriages and burials, headstone inscriptions, military descrip-
tion books, newspapers, a census, and a published book. There is a miscellany of 
singular items, such as a soldier’s epitaph from the 1850s honoring a veteran of the 
Napoleonic Wars, early inmates of a poor house, and a list headed ‘jolly Irish minors’. There are also lists 
of convicts, military deserters, claimants to estates, indentured apprentices, and tenants shipped over by 
their landlord.  
 A short essay acknowledges the problems that researchers have with the place names in Ireland. Exam-
ples are given, highlighted by three maps showing parishes in County Donegal, Catholic parishes im-
posed on civil parishes in southern county Kilkenny, and parishes in parts of County Waterford, all se-
lected because known Irish immigrants from these areas ended up in Atlantic Canada. 
 There is a surname index, creatively compiled so that names with prefixes ‘Mc’, ‘Mac’, and ‘O’ are 
grouped under the substantive part of the surname. In the text all surnames are in bold capitals. There is 
an additional index to ships, which also designates the type of ship (barque, ketch, packet, snow, etc). 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
The Settlement of the United Empire Loyalists on the Upper St. Lawrence and Bay of Quinte in 1784, 
A Documentary Record. By Brigadier General E.A. Cruikshank. 1934, reprinted 2007 by Global 
Heritage Press, 43 Main Street South, Campbellville, Ontario, Canada, L0P 1B0. <www.global-
heritagepress.com>. 188 pp. Index. Hardcover. CAN$39.95. 
 This book forms a chronological documentary record of the settlement of Loyalists on the Upper St. 
Lawrence and the Bay of Quinte between May 1783 and November 1784. The story is told through col-
lected letters and journal entries, transcribed from many different volumes of the Haldimand Papers, from 
the people most closely involved in the process. Many of the letters deal with administrative issues, show-
ing how settlement moved from concept to exploration, evaluation, survey, opposition, placement of Loy-
alists on the land, and the logistical and social issues that occurred soon after placement. Specifics in the 
letters relate to transportation, provisions, and interaction with First Nations. The letters and journal en-
tries do contain names and numbers, but no lists of Loyalists settlers are included. This is a good source 
for those seeking contextual information on the Loyalists who settled in the area. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
The History of the Celtic Place-Names of Scotland Being the Rhind Lectures on Archaeology (Ex-
panded) Delivered in 1916. By William J. Watson. 1926, reprinted 2008 by Global Heritage Press, 43 
Main Street South, Campbellville, Ontario, Canada, L0P 1B0. <www.globalheritagepress.com>. xx, 
558 pp. Indexes. Hardcover. CAN$64.95. 
 This book is an expanded edition of the Rhind lectures delivered in 1916, and published in 1926. The 
text is a comprehensive reference guide to the origins of Celtic place-names in Scotland. Many of Scot-
land’s place names however originate before the Celts with each group of invaders (Britons, Dalriadic 
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Scots, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Normans, Picts and others) adding, enriching and changing the names.  
 The book examines: the early names; territorial divisions; general surveys of areas (Lothian; Dumfries 
an Galloway; Ayrshire and Strathclyde; North of Forth); church terms; saints (by regions); British names; 
British-Gaelic names; river names; and concludes with some general terms. The book does help the reader 
understand the origins and recording of particular places names. It is unfortunate that many modern read-
ers will not have the Gaelic or Latin skills that the original readers of this publication would have been 
assumed to have. It thus makes the book tough going in trying to read and comprehend. The book is best 
used with contemporary maps and atlases. It has two indexes: places and tribes, and personal names.  

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
England’s Seaside Resorts. By Allan Brodie and Gary Winter. Published by 
English Heritage, Kemble Drive, Swindon SN2 2GZ, UK. US Distributor: 
David Brown Book Company, P.O. Box 511, 28 Main Street, Oakville, CT 
06779. <www.oxbowbooks.com>. 2007. viii, 208 pp. Illustrations, index. Hard-
cover. $80. 
 This book is a product of a national survey by English Heritage performed be-
tween 2002 and 2006 “to increase knowledge of, and promote awareness of, the 
built environment of resorts, and … to assist English Heritage with the develop-
ment of a policy for coastal towns.” (p.1). These resorts are home to approximately 
seven percent of the population, but they are a destination for millions of vacation-
ers. The famous iconic structures are included, such as the Blackpool Tower and Brighton’s Royal Pavil-
ion, but they are just one part of the story of how seaside resorts evolved. The resort is not just the narrow 
strip beside the beach where most of the spectacular and distinctive buildings are to be found; it includes 
the normal towns that developed behind the beaches so that the beach areas could operate.  
 The book highlights the similarities and differences with other towns, and other seaside towns in par-
ticular. In the eighteenth century, seaside towns catered to the gentry who sought cures for almost every 
medical condition and expected all of the facilities of London or the spa towns. By the nineteenth century 
a wider public was visiting the seaside, still seeking improved health and entertainment, but also escaping 
the hardships of their everyday lives. This democratization of vacations transformed the fabric of the sea-
side resorts into some of the fastest growing towns of the nineteenth century.  
 The book examines: the history, development and form of the resorts; the architectural styles of the 
seaside buildings (domestic, exotic, modern, kitsch); the health of visitors (bathing machines, rooms, sta-
tions, swimming pool, spas); how the visitors were entertained (libraries, theatre, circus, amusement 
parks); and where they stayed (lodgings, hotels, holiday camps, caravan parks).  
 All of our English ancestors were in easy reach of the sea even if they did not live there. By the nine-
teenth century the seaside was a destination for those seeking fresh air and wanting to get away from the 
grind of work. Your ancestor was probably one of these vacationers. This beautiful book, lavishly illus-
trated with high quality photographs, will put that experience into context. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
My Ancestor was a Coalminer. By David Tonks. Published by the Society of Genealogists Enter-
prises Ltd., 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA. 2003, reprinted 2006. 
<www. sog.org.uk>. 136 pp. Illustrations, index. Softcover. £8.50. 
 This excellent little guide book is divided into three sections. The first examines the lifestyle of the 
miners and puts them into the context of mining in general. It provides: a brief history of coal mining in 
Great Britain; explains why the miner is different in terms of housing, lodgers, mobility, in-breeding, dis-
asters and more along with the sources that support these assertions; an explanation of the work in gen-
eral, along with the dangers, disasters, unions, strikes and sources. Shorter pieces look at how the miner 
lived, whether he belonged to church or chapel, what he did with his leisure time, and whether he was a 
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Bevin boy or a woman working underground or on the surface.  
 The second part highlights the multitude of unique documents available to fam-
ily historians by using the Elemore Colliery, Easington Lane, County Durham dis-
aster of 1886 as a case study. These two sections provide context and ideas for 
what is available and parts of the miner’s lifves that can be examined. There are 
good bibliographies for each of the sections. 
 The final section examines the collections and sources. The mining industry is 
much regionalized and an overview of national collections is followed by informa-
tion on regional or local collections. These may be in archives, libraries or heritage 
parks. Each regional section closes with a geographic-specific bibliography looking 
at general descriptions, mining histories, social histories, union histories, biogra-
phies/autobiographies, and websites. Many of us with eighteenth–twentieth century 
ancestors will have mobile coal mining ancestors and this book is an excellent guide for tracing them. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
NGS Research in the States Series: Missouri. Second Edition. By Pamela Boyer Porter and Ann 
Carter Fleming. 2007. 42 pp. NGS Research in the States Series: Arkansas. By Lynda Childers Suf-
fridge. 2008. 46 pp. Published by the National Genealogical Society, 3108 Columbia Pike, Suite 300, 
Arlington, VA 22204. <www.ngsgenealogy.org>. Softcover. $17.50. Can also be downloaded as a 
PDF from website for $10 each. 
 The NGS Research in the States series continues to be revised, updated and ex-
panded. Each state guide uses writers and researchers with deep knowledge of their 
specific states. The format is similar for both volumes and the rest of the series. 
Each begins with an outline of history and settlement, continuing by providing 
lists, contact information and content summaries for the important archives, librar-
ies and societies within the state.  
 The most important section examines the major resources for state research. 
These include: atlases, gazetteers and maps; biographical guides; cemetery records; 
censuses and census substitutes; city and county directories; county records; court 
records; ethnic records; land and property records; military records; naturalization 
and immigration records; newspapers; photograph; probate records; reconstruction era records; religious 
records; tax records; vital records; voter registration; and women of the state.  
 These guides are designed for researchers new to working in the state, but experienced researchers will 
find them of value because of the expert guidance provided by the experienced authors. They are eco-
nomical guides appropriate for every researcher working in the state, and should be in collections seeking 
to guide those who research in these states. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * * 
Acta Germanopolis[:] Records of the Corporation of Germantown[,] Pennsylvania 1691-1707. Edited 
by J. M. Duffin. Published by the Colonial Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. Purchase from 
Diane Publishing Company, P.O. Box 617, Darby, PA 19023-0617. <http://www. dianepublish-
ing.net>. 2008. xxviii, 671 pp. Appendices, index. Hardcover. $75.00 plus $7.00 p. & h. 
 Early colonial times can be one of the most challenging eras to research. Germantown was the first 
substantial German settlement in Pennsylvania, located several miles northwest of Philadelphia. William 
Penn granted the settlement unusual powers to self-govern, resulting in a unique record set. 
  Acta Germanopolis has transcriptions and translations of the extant records created by the Corporation 
of Germantown. The original records are in a mixture of Dutch, English, German, and Latin. The records 
include the laws passed by the Corporation (Gesetzbuch), the minutes of the town council (Raths Buch), 
the records of the civil court (Court of Record Book), and the Corporation’s deed book (Grund- und La-
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ger- Buch). The introduction contains a description of each set of records, including physical characteris-
tics, provenance, and present location of the originals. 
 The editor included other useful information such as a brief history of Germantown, a list of office-
holders, two naturalization documents listing Germantown residents, and a landownership summary.  
 Acta Germanopolis’ usefulness is not limited to those studying Germanic roots. While most of Ger-
mantown’s inhabitants were Germanic, other nationalities were represented. Acta Germanopolis is a use-
ful reference book for anyone researching early eastern Pennsylvania history, particularly the Philadelphia 
area. 

 Amy E. K. Arner 
Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania 

* * * * * 
Missing Relatives and Lost Friends. By Robert W. Barnes. Published by Clearfield Company, 3600 
Clipper Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, MD 21211. <www.genealogical.com>. 2008. xx, 229 pp. Index. 
Softcover. $26.50. 
 This book contains advertisements for missing relatives and lost friends from eighteenth- and early 
nineteenth-century newspapers. The more than 1300 notices date from 1719 when the American Weekly 
began publication in Philadelphia, and originate in newspapers from Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
Delaware and a few from New York and the District of Columbia. Not included are the notices seeking 
runaway wives, servants or slaves. Over 800 of the advertisements include a specific place of origin, more 
than just the country, over 800 name relatives, while smaller numbers name indentured servants, convicts, 
and Revolutionary War veterans.  
 Ethnically the advertisements were predominantly seeking Germans, English, Irish and Scots, with a 
few mentions for French, Swiss, Dutch, Welsh and African Americans. Many of the ads contained the 
phrase (or something similar) ‘may hear something to his (or her) advantage’ implying that a legacy may 
be waiting for the lost heir. The source citation for each ad is provided and occasionally Mr. Barnes has 
added additional information about the sought individual from other sources, which he also cites. 

 Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 
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Calendar of Events 
Ann L. Wells, Crystal Lake, Illinois, edits the “Calendar of Events” feature. Events should be at least one 
day in length and of interest to those outside of the immediate locale. Submit calendar items 
at<www.fgs.org/fgs-calendar.asp>, e-mail to <fgs-calendar@fgs.org> or mail to Ann L. Wells, FGS 
Calendar, P.O. Box 672, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0672. Include name and description of event, date, 
place, contact name and address, phone or fax number, or e-mail. Deadline for on-line calendar is the 1st 
of the month for the next month's update (i.e. 1 December for inclusion in January edition). Deadline for 
print publication is January 1 for mid-April; April 1 for mid-July; July 1 for mid-October; October 1 for 
mid-January. 

June 18–20, Fort Wayne, Indiana: The Palatines to 
America-German Genealogy Society has an-
nounced its 2009 National Conference, featuring 
Annette Burgert. For information and reservations, 
go to the society's Web site <www.palam.org> or 
write to Ann Rodick, 211 S. Spriggs Ct., Blooming-
ton, IN 27403-9610.  

 
June 20, Wichita, Kansas: Megan Smolenyak 

Smolenyak will be the featured speaker for the 2009 
Conference of The Kansas Council of Genealogical 
Societies and the Wichita Genealogical Society. 
More information can be found at <sky-
ways.lib.ks.us/genweb/kcgs> or by sending an e-
mail to <kscouncilgensoc@juno.com>.  

 
June 25–28, Hope, Idaho: The Idaho State Historical 

Society will again be a major sponsor of the 4th an-
nual David Thompson Bicentennial Confer-
ence/Encampment. More information can be found 
by sending an e-mail to <krism@northwestmu-
seum.org> or <bcmuseum@verizon. net>.  

 
June 26–27, Hawley, Pennsylvania: The Gottscheer Heritage and Genealogy Association has announced 

its annual meeting. Further information is available at <www.gottschee.org> or contact Elfriede 
Stonitsoh at <stonitsel@aol.com>.  

 
June 26–28, Burbank, California: The 40th Annual Genealogy Jamboree, hosted by the Southern Cali-

fornia Genealogical Society, will focus on British Isles research. Feargal O'Donnell and David E. 
Rencher will be among the many lecturers for this event. For more information go to the society's Web 
site <www.scgsgenealogy.com> or e-mail <jamboree@scgsgenealogy.com>.  

 
July 21–26, Grass Valley, California: The Cornish American Heritage Society and the California Cor-

nish Cousins have announced the 15th Gathering of Cornish Cousins. Speakers will include Philip 
Payton, Valessa Beeman, Ros Paterson and others. For more information go to <www.cornishgather-
ing.org>.  

 
July 28–31, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 41st annual Brigham Young University Conference on Family 

History and Genealogy offers more than 140 classes. Topics include: Beginning Family History, 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS BY STATE 
Arkansas: Little Rock, September 2–5 
California: Burbank, June 26–28 
California: Grass Valley, July 21–26 
California: Monterey, October 17 
Idaho: Hope, June 25–28 
Illinois: Elgin, October 24 
Illinois: Naperville, September 26 
Illinois: Schaumburg, September 18–19 
Indiana: Fort Wayne, June 18–20 
Indiana: Fort Wayne, October 29–31 
Kansas: Wichita, June 20 
Louisiana: Lake Charles, October 16–17 
Massachusetts: Pittsfield, September 19 
Montana: Helena, September 25–26 
Ohio: Cleveland, October 14–17 
Pennsylvania: Hawley, June 26–27 
Pennsylvania: Philadelphia, August 2–7 
Utah: Salt Lake City, July 28–31 
Utah: Salt Lake City, October 5–9 
Washington: Spokane, September 11–13 
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FamilySearch, Writing the Narrative Family History, Using Computers, Internet and Technology, Ba-
sic Research Methodologies, Using the BYU Harold B. Lee Library, Research in the U.S. and Canada, 
and more. The complete schedule and registration is at <http://familyhistoryconferences.byu.edu> or 
call (801) 422-8925. 

 
August 2–7, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: The International Association of Jewish Genealogical Socie-

ties (IAJGS) and the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Philadelphia will co-host the 29th Confer-
ence on Jewish Genealogy. For information and registration visit the conference Web site at 
<www.Philly2009.org>.  

 
September 2–5, Little Rock, Arkansas: The 

2009 Federation of Genealogical Societies 
(FGS) National Conference “Passages 
Through Time” will be co-hosted by the Ar-
kansas Genealogical Society. This conference 
offers a program for every level of researcher. 
More information and registration is available 
at the FGS Web site <www.fgs.confer-
ence.org> or visit <www. fgs.conference 
blog.org>.  

 
September 11–13; Spokane, Washington: The 

Washington State Genealogy Society and the Eastern Washington Genealogical Society will co-host 
this year's Annual Conference featuring Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak. For more details go to 
<www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs> or <www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~waewgs> or send an e-mail 
to <hrasar@gmail.com>.  

 
September 18–19, Schaumburg, Illinois: The Polish Genealogical Society of America (PGSA) has an-

nounced its Annual Fall Conference “Unraveling the Mysteries.” For more information and updates 
about this event go to the society's Web site <www.pgsa.org>.  

 
September 19, Pittsfield, Massachusetts: The Friends of the National Archives and Record Administra-

tion, Northeast Region will hold its annual full-day genealogy conference “Life in the Past Lane VI.” 
For more information see the Friends Web site <www.narafriends-pittsfield.org> and go to Calendar of 
Events.  

 
September 25–26, Helena, Montana: The 20th Montana State Genealogical Society Conference “Grow-

ing Genealogy” will feature Jana Sloan Broglin. For more information send an e-mail to <blgsmar-
ket@aol.com>. 

 
September 26, Naperville, Illinois: The Fox Valley Genealogical Society will present its all-day confer-

ence “Colonial Connections” featuring Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck. For more information about this 
event go to <www.ilfvgs.org>, telephone 630-978-8444 or e-mail <ilfvgs@ gmail.com>.  

 
October 5–9, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 8th Annual British Institute, sponsored by International Society 

for British Genealogy and Family History has been announced. Instructors are Barbara Baker, and 
David Rencher. A registration brochure is available at <www.isbgfh.org> as well as further informa-
tion about this week long event.  

 
October 14–17, Cleveland, Ohio: The 12th Genealogical and Cultural Conference sponsored by the 

Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International will host 20 speakers for this two-day event. For 
more information see the society's Web site <www.cgsi.org>.  
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October 16–17, Lake Charles, Louisiana: Carolyn Earle Billingsley will be the featured speaker for the 

Southwest Louisiana Genealogical and Historical Library's 2nd “Branching Out in Genealogy” Semi-
nar. For more details go to <www.calcasieu.lib.la.us>, send an e-mail to <gen@calcasieu.lib.la.us> or 
telephone 337-721-7110.  

 
October 17, Monterey, California: The Monterey County Genealogy Society's annual workshop will 

feature Karen Clifford. Space is limited so it is essential to register early. For registration and more in-
formation see the society's Web site <www.mococgenso.org>.  

 
October 24, Elgin, Illinois: The Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS) will host its 41st Annual Fall 

Conference “Piecing Together the Puzzle of Our Past” featuring Michael John Neill. Other speakers for 
this event will be Craig Pfannkuche, Larry Pepper, Catherine Bird, Lesley Martin, Tina Beaird, DelRay 
Palmer and Lois Hanley. For 
more information about the 
conference, contact ISGS at 
<isgs.secy@sbcglobal.net> or 
go to the Society's Web site: 
<www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilsgs/>.  

 
October 29–31, Fort Wayne, 

Indiana: The International 
Black Genealogy Summit “Re-
connecting Lost Links” has 
been announced. More infor-
mation can be found at 
<www.blackgenealogysum-
mit.com>. 
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FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES MEMBERSHIP—511 MEMBERS AND GROWING! 
As of 1 Jun 2009 

ALASKA 
Fairbanks Genealogical Society 
Anchorage Genealogical Society 
 
ALABAMA 
Institute of Genealogy and Historical Re-

search 
Montgomery Genealogical Society, Inc. 
 
ARKANSAS 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical 

Society, AR Chapter 
Arkansas Genealogical Society 
Conway County Genealogical Society 
Genealogy Society of Craighead County, 

Arkansas 
Grand Prairie Genealogical Society 
Gulley Family in America, Inc. 
Northwest Arkansas Genealogical Society 
Village Genealogical Society 
Washington County AR Genealogical Soci-

ety 
 
ARIZONA 
Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board 
Arizona State Genealogical Society 
Black Family Genealogy & History Society 
Family History Society of Arizona 
Genealogical Society of Yuma Arizona 
Green Valley Genealogical Society, The 
International Society of Family History 

Writers & Editors 
Northern Arizona Genealogical Society 
Smith’s New Modern Dairy Society 
Tri State Genealogical Society 
West Valley Genealogical Society 
 
CALIFORNIA 
Antelope Valley Genealogical Society 
Boyt-Boyet/t/e/ Family 
British Isles Family History Society - 

U.S.A., Inc. 
California African-American Genealogical 

Society 
California Genealogical Society and Library 
California State Genealogical Alliance 
Computer Genealogy Society of San Diego 
Escondido Genealogical Society, Inc 
Genealogical Association of Sacramento 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 

Southern California 
Genealogical Society of Morongo Basin 
Genealogical Society of North Orange 

County, California 
Genealogical Society of Riverside 
Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County 

California 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
German Research Association, Inc. 
Goodrich Family Association 
Hemet-Jacinto Genealogical Society 
Immigrant Genealogical Society and Library 
Kern County Genealogical Society 
Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society 
Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles Westside Genealogical Society 
Marin County Genealogical Society 
Middle Passage 

Monterey County Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Napa Valley Genealogical & Biographical 

Society 
North San Diego County Genealogical Soci-

ety 
Orange County California Genealogical 

Society 
Palm Springs Genealogical Society 
Pasadena Area African American Genealogy 

Society 
Pomona Valley Genealogical Society 
Questing Heirs Genealogical Society 
Root Cellar - Sacramento Genealogical 

Society 
Rose Family Association 
Sacramento German Genealogy Society, 

Inc. 
San Diego Genealogical Society 
San Diego Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Fernando Valley Genealogical Society 
San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Soci-

ety 
San Mateo County Genealogical Society 
San Ramon Valley Genealogical Society 
Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society 
Santa Clara County Historical & Genealogi-

cal Society 
Silicon Valley Computer Genealogy Group 
Skinner Family Association 
Sonoma County Genealogical Society 
Sons and Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survi-

vors, Inc. 
South Bay Cities Genealogical Society 
Southern California Genealogical Society, 

Inc. 
Temecula Valley Genealogical Society 
Tracy Area Genealogical Society 
Ventura County Genealogical Society 
Wells Fargo Insurance 
Whittier Area Genealogical Society 
 
COLORADO 
Association of Professional Genealogists 
Aurora Genealogical Society of Colorado 
Boulder Genealogical Society 
Colorado Chapter of the Assoc. of Profes-

sional Genealogists 
Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
Colorado Genealogical Society 
Columbine Genealogical and Historical 

Society 
Foothills Genealogical Society of Colorado 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 
Gottscheer Heritage & Genealogy Associa-

tion 
Longmont Genealogical Society 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
Pikes Peak Genealogical Society 
Weld County Genealogical Society 
 
CONNECTICUT 
Connecticut Ancestry Society 
Connecticut Historical Society Library 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc. 
Godfrey Memorial Library 
Middlesex Genealogical Society 
Naugatuck Valley Genealogy Club 
 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical 

Society, Inc. 
Board for Certification of Genealogists 
National Society Daughters of the American 

Revolution 
 
DELAWARE 
Sussex County Genealogical Society 
 
FLORIDA 
Alachua County Genealogical Society 
Amelia Island Genealogical Society 
Augustan Society, Inc. (The) 
Bay County Genealogical Society 
Brevard Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Central Florida Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Charlotte County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Citrus County Genealogical Society 
Cuban Genealogy Club of Miami, FL., Inc. 
Englewood Genealogical Society of Florida 
Fales Family Association in the United 

States of America 
Florida Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Broward County, 

Inc 
Genealogical Society of Collier County 
Genealogical Society of North Brevard, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Palm Beach 

County, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Sarasota, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of South Brevard 
Genealogy Society of Hernando County 
Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 
Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 

Orlando 
Kinseekers Genealogical Society of Kake 

County 
Lee County Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Madison County Genealogical Society 
Manasota Genealogical Society Inc. 
Martin County Genealogical Society 
Pasco County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Pinellas Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Tallahassee Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 
West Pasco County Genealogical Society 
 
GEORGIA 
Augusta Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Carroll County Genealogical Society 
Clarke-Oconee Genealogical Society 
Cobb County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Georgia Genealogical Society 
Marble Valley Historical Society, Inc 
Regional In-depth Genealogical Studies 

Alliance 
 
HAWAII 
Honolulu County Genealogical Society 
 
IOWA 
Boone County Genealogical Society 
Clinton County / Gateway Genealogy Soci-

ety 
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Danish Immigrant Museum Family History 
& Genealogy Center 

Des Moines County Genealogical Society, 
Inc. 

Iowa City Genealogical Society 
Iowa County Genealogy Society 
Iowa Genealogical Society 
Northeast Iowa Genealogical Society 
Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society 
Warren County Chapter, IGS 
 
IDAHO 
ICAPGen 
Idaho Genealogical Society 
 
ILLINOIS 
Afro-American Genealogical & Historical 

Society of Chicago 
British Interest Group of Wisconsin & Illi-

nois 
Bureau County Genealogical Society 
Champaign County Genealogical Society 
Chicago Genealogical Society 
Computer-Assisted Genealogy Group of 

Northern Illinois 
Czech & Slovak American Genesalogy 

Society Of America 
Danville Public Library 
DuPage County IL Genealogical Society 
Edgar County Genealogical Society 
Elgin Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst, The 
Great River Genealogical Society 
Illinois State Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois 
Kane County Genealogical Society 
Lake County Illinois Genealogical Society 
Lockport Area Genealogical & Historical 

Society 
Madison County Genealogical Society 
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical 

Society 
McLean County Genealogical Society 
North Suburban Genealogical Society 
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealo-

gists 
Polish Genealogical Society of America 
Rock Island County Illinois Genealogical 

Society 
South Suburban Genealogical & Historical 

Society 
St. Clair County Genealogical Society 
Stephenson County Genealogical Society 
Tinley Moraine Genealogists 
Will/Grundy County Genealogical Society 
Winnebago & Boone Counties Genealogical 

Society 
Zion Genealogical Society 
 
INDIANA 
Allen County Genealogical Society of Indi-

ana 
Allen County Public Library 
Anderson Public Library 
Bartholomew County Genealogical Society 
Claybourn Genealogical Society 
Elkhart County Genealogical Society 
Fort Wayne/Allen County Convention & 

Visitors Bureau 
Genealogical Society of Marion County 
Indiana Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Indiana Historical Society Library 
Johnson County Public Library 
Kokomo-Howard County Public Library 
New Castle Henry County Public Library 
Pulaski County Public Library 
South Bend Area Genealogical Society 
Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
Starke County Genealogical Society of 

Indiana 
Sullivan County Public Library 
Tri-County Genealogical Society 
 
KANSAS 
Atchison County Kansas Genealogical Soci-

ety 
Cherokee County Kansas Genealogical & 

Historical Society 
Douglas County, KS Genealogical Society, 

Inc 
Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies 
Midwest Historical And Genealogical Soci-

ety 
National Orphan Train Complex, Inc. 
Reno County Genealogical Society 
Riley County Genealogical Society 
Topeka Genealogical Society 
 
KENTUCKY 
Ancestral Trails Historical Society, Inc. 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research 
Kentucky Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Louisville Genealogical Society 
Scott County Genealogical Society 
 
LOUISIANA 
GENCOM of North Louisiana The Com-

puter Genealogy Group 
Jefferson Genealogical Society 
Louisiana Genealogical & Historical Society 
St. Tammany Genealogical Society 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Cape Cod Genealogical Society, Inc 
Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society, 

Inc. 
Falmouth Genealogical Society 
Friends of the National Archives - Pittsfield 
Genealogical Roundtable, The 
Italian Genealogical Society of America 
Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc. 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 
Peabody Essex Museum 
South Shore Genealogical Society 
The Irish Ancestral Research Association 
 
MARYLAND 
Anne Arundel Genealogical Society 
Baltimore County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Charles County Maryland Genealogical 

Society 
Frederick County Genealogical Society 
Gateway Press, Inc. 
Genealogical Publishing Company 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Wash-

ington, Ing. 
Maryland Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Prince George’s County Genealogical Soci-

ety, Inc. 
St. Mary’s County Genealogical Society 

MAINE 
Maine Historical Society 
 
MICHIGAN 
Bay County Genealogical Society 
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
Dearborn Genealogical Society 
Detroit Public Library 
Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, 

The 
Downriver Genealogical Society 
Eaton County Genealogical Society 
Farmington Genealogical Society 
Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society 
French Canadian Heritage Society of Michi-

gan 
Genealogy Freelancers 
Gogebic Range Genealogical Society 
Grand Traverse Area Genealogical Society, 

Inc. 
Ionia County Genealogical Society 
Irish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society 
Kalkaska Genealogical Society 
Library of Michigan 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Macomb County Genealogy Group 
Marquette County Genealogical Society 
Michigan Genealogical Council 
Midland Genealogical Society 
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society 
Muchmore Family Association 
Muskegon County Genealogical Society 
Northeast Michigan Genealogical Society 
Northville Genealogical Society 
Oakland County Genealogical Society 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Richmond Area Historical & Genealogical 

Society 
Roscommon County Genealogical Society 
St. Joseph County Genealogical Society 
Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical 

Society 
Van Buren Regional Genealogical Society 
Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
Western Wayne County Genealogical Soci-

ety 
 
MINNESOTA 
3M Club Genealogy Club 
Germanic Genealogy Society 
Irish Genealogical Society International 
Minnesota Genealogical Society 
Olmsted County Genealogical Society 
 
MISSOURI 
Camden County Genealogical Association 
Genealogical Society of Central Missouri 
Howard County Missouri Genealogical 

Society 
Laclede County Genealogical Society 
Missouri State Genealogical Association 
Ozarks Genealogical Society Inc. 
Polk County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Scott County Historical & Genealogical 

Society 
St. Louis Genealogical Society 
 
MISSISSIPPI 
Ocean Springs Genealogical Society Inc. 
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MONTANA 
Bitterroot Genealogical Society 
Jefferson County Genealogy and Heritage 

Corporation 
Montana State Genealogical Society 
Yellowstone Genealogy Forum 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Beaufort County Genealogical Society 
Carolinas Genealogical Society 
Cornish American Heritage Society 
Craven County Genealogical Society of 

North Carolina, Inc. 
Durham-Orange Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Germans From Russia Heritage Society 

Library 
North Carolina Genealogical Society 
Old Buncombe County Genealogical Soci-

ety 
State Library of North Carolina 
Wake County Genealogical Society 
 
NEBRASKA 
Fort Kearny Genealogical Society 
Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Genealogical 

Society 
Nebraska State Genealogical Society 
Otoe County Genealogical Society 
West Nebraska Family Research & History 

Center 
 
NEW JERSEY 
Bunker Family Association 
Central Jersey Genealogical Club, Inc. 
Cornish Heritage Society East 
Genealogical Society of Bergen County, NJ 
Genealogical Society of New Jersey, The 
Genealogical Society of the West Fields 
Hudson County Genealogical Society 
Jewish Historical Society of Central Jersey 
Monmouth County Genealogy Society 
 
NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque Genealogical Society 
Los Alamos Genealogical Association 
Wilson - Cobb History and Genealogy Re-

search Library 
 
NEVADA 
Nevada African American Genealogy Soci-

ety 
Vallely Family History 
 
NEW YORK 
Ackman & Ziff Family Genealogy Institute 
African Atlantic Genealogical Society of 

Freeport, Inc. 
Capital District Genealogical Society 
Central New York Genealogical Society 
Chautauqua County Genealogical Society 
Dutchess County Genealogical Society 
German Genealogy Group, Inc. 
Hispanic Genealogical Society of New 

York, The 
Irish Family History Forum Inc., The 
Italian Genealogical Group, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society, Inc 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Long Island 
Jonathan Sheppard Books 
New York Genealogical & Biographical 

Society 

New York State Council of Genealogical 
Organizations 

Northeastern New York Genealogical Soci-
ety 

Ontario County Genealogical Society 
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Genealogical Soci-

ety, Inc. 
Rochester Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Victor Genealogical Society 
Westchester County Genealogical Society 
Western New York Genealogical Society, 

Inc. 
 
OHIO 
African-American Genealogical Society, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Allen County Chapter, Ohio Genealogical 

Society 
Bouton Young Hammond Frisbee Family 

Association 
Clermont County Genealogical Society 
Cuyahoga Valley Genealogical Society 

Chapter OGS 
Fairfield County Chapter of the Ohio Genea-

logical Society 
Franklin County Genealogical and Historical 

Society 
Fulton County Chapter, Ohio Genealogical 

Society 
Genealogy by Computer Society 
Hamilton County Chapter of OGS 
Licking County Genealogical Society 
Lucas County Chapter - OGS 
Mahoning County Chapter OGS 
Oberlin African-American Genealogy & 

History Group 
Ohio Genealogical Society 
Palatines to America: Researching German 

Speaking Ancestry 
Piqua Public Library 
Sandusky County Kin Hunters 
Seneca County Genealogical Society 
Stark County Chapter of OGS 
Studebaker Family National Association 
The Genealogy Shop, LLC 
Washington County Chapter of OGS 
Western Reserve Historical Society Library 
 
OKLAHOMA 
Cleveland County Genealogical Society 
Gregath Publishing Company 
Kiowa County Genealogical Society 
Muskogee County Genealogical Society 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Southwest Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Tulsa Genealogical Society 
 
OREGON 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
Cottage Grove Genealogical Society 
Descendants of the Signers the Declaration 

of Independence 
Genealogical Council of Oregon 
Genealogical Society of Washington County 

OR 
Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Sweet Home Genealogical Society 
Willamette Valley Genealogical Society 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Centre County Genealogical Society 
Cranberry Genealogy Club 

Erie Society for Genealogical Research 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania Library 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 

Philadelphia 
North Hills Genealogists 
Warren County Genealogical Society 
Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society 
 
RHODE ISLAND 
Rhode Island Genealogical Society, Inc. 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Chester District Genealogical Society 
Heritage Library Foundation, Inc. 
Roots and Branches: An African American 

Genealogy Project 
 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sioux Valley Genealogical Society 
 
TENNESSEE 
East Tennessee Historical Society 
Goddard Historical and Genealogical Soci-

ety, Inc. 
Tennessee Genealogical Society, The 
Watauga Association of Genealogists 
 
TEXAS 
Austin Genealogical Society 
Bay Area Genealogical Society 
Burnet County Genealogical Society 
Central Texas Genealogical Society 
Chaparral Genealogical Society 
Clayton Library Friends 
Collin County Genealogical Society 
Collin County Genealogy Friends of Plano, 

TX Libraries, Inc. 
Dallas Genealogical Society 
Denison Texas Genealogical Society 
Denton County Genealogical Society 
East Texas Genealogical Society 
Galveston County Genealogical Society 
Hopkins County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Houston Genealogical Forum 
Irving Genealogical Society 
Johnson County Genealogical Society 
Kerrville Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Mid-Cities Genealogical Society 
Midland Genealogical Society 
Milam County Genealogical Society 
Polish Genealogical Society of Texas 
Southwest Texas Genealogical Society 
TEJAS Publications & Research 
Texarkana USA Genealogical Society 
Texas City Ancestry Searchers 
Texas Czech Genealogical Society 
Texas Research Ramblers Genealogical 

Society 
Texas State Genealogical Society 
Tip O’Texas Genealogical Society 
W. Walworth Harrison Public Library 
Williamson County Genealogical Society 
Wimberley Valley Genealogical Society 
 
UTAH 
American Research Bureau, Inc. 
Cook-Strobridge-Rocker Family Associa-

tion, The 
Family Heritage Publishers 
Family Heritage Resources 
Genealogical Society of Utah 
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Seeley Genealogical Society 
T. J. Green Family Organization 
Utah Genealogical Association 
 
VIRGINIA 
Alleghany Highlands Genealogical Society 
Archer Association, The 
Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia 
Fairfax Genealogical Society 
Fredericksburg Regional Genealogical Soci-

ety 
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia 
Genealogical Society of the Northern Neck 

of Virginia 
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society 
National Genealogical Society 
Prince William County Genealogical Soci-

ety 
Shenandoah Valley Genealogical Society 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 
Virginia Genealogical Society 
 
VERMONT 
Genealogical Society of Vermont, Inc. 
Welsh-American Genealogical Society, Inc. 
 
WASHINGTON 
Adkins Family Organization 
Clallam County Genealogical Society 
Clark County Genealogical Society 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of South Whidbey 

Island 
International Genealogical Search, Inc 
Lower Columbia Genealogical Society 
Northeast Washington Genealogical Society 
Olympia Genealogical Society 
Seattle Genealogical Society 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Sno-Isle Genealogical Society 
South King County Genealogical Society 
Stillaguamish Valley Genealogical Society 
Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Soci-

ety 
The Ames Society 
Tri City Genealogical Society 
W I L Enterprises, Inc. 
Washington State Genealogical Society 
Whatcom Genealogical Society 
Whitman County Genealogical Society 
Yakima Valley Genealogical Society Li-

brary 
 
WISCONSIN 
Blue Hills Genealogical Society - Barron 

County, Inc 
Brookhaven Press 
Chippewa County Genealogical Society 
Dane County Area Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Green County Genealogical Society 
Heart O’Wisconsin Genealogical Society 
Lafayette County Genealogical Society 
Marathon County Genealogical Society 

Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Genealogical 
Workshop 

Rock County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
St. Croix Valley Genealogical Society 
Walworth County Genealogical Society 
Wisconsin Historical Society Library 
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society, Inc. 
 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Mining Your History Foundation 
 
WYOMING 
Cheyenne Genealogical and Historical Soci-

ety 
 
CANADA 
National Institute for Genealogical Studies 
 
ENGLAND 
Federation of Family History Societies 
 
GERMANY 
Kanzlei fur Testamentsvollstreckung und 

Nachlassverwaltung 
 
IRELAND 
Council of Irish Genealogical Organizations 
 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Caribbean Genealogy Library, Inc.

 
 



 Why should your society join the Federation? 
Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 500 
genealogical and historical societies, family associations and libraries, with a combined membership of more than one 
million individual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at 
the national level. It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their 
activities and to monitor events that are critical in the future of genealogy.                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Together we can make a difference! 
Join now at www.fgs.org. Click on Membership 

 
 
 
 

Benefits of Membership: 
♦ Society management workshops and publications 
♦ Twenty-two percent discount on subscriptions to 

Online FORUM magazine for your members 
♦ Discount on all FGS publications 
♦ Educational and networking opportunities at annual 

Federation conferences 
♦ Collective voice promoting the interests of 

genealogists 
♦ Records preservation and access monitoring of 

government records 
♦ Leadership in projects of importance to genealogists 

such as the Civil War soldiers project 

Dues Structure 
Number 

of Members 
Annual 

Dues 

0–50 $35 

51–99 $45 

100–199 $55 

200–299 $65 

300–399 $75 

300–499 $85 

500–999 $95 

1000+ $115 

Associate 
Members $35 


