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DOES ANYONE KNow WHERE My FILE Is? 
by Dan Leeson, Los Altos, California 

W hen I began to look for my roots, 
I was absolutely convinced that 

my family's file was out there some
where, that it contained all of my history 
in all branches, and all I had to do was 
find out where it was located; that is, 
genealogy was the finding and digesting 
of a complete, already-created file that 
was all about my family. I envisioned 
armies of government workers (Depart
ment of Commerce?) preparing my file 
as I headed towards and through puber
ty, and now that I was old enough to 
have this intense interest in where I 
came from, my file was there waiting 
for me. It would inform me of my great
grandmother's maiden name (which my 
mother never really knew), and the exact 
spelling of the original family name of 
my grandfather (which my father never 
really knew), and answer those thousand 
questions that would enable me to know 
who I was and how did I get here. Best 
of all, this file would document in con
siderable detail, the travels of all of my 
ancestors from the year one, maybe even 
earlier. Who's got my file, please? 
Would whoever has it please notify me 
by Tuesday next? Would that inconve
nience anyone? 

So I started my genealogical quest by 
presuming the existence of such a file 
and this made my search very easy. I 
would keep asking where all my data 
was and never have to bother with actu
ally researching it. I went to the New 
York Public Library and asked if they 
had my file. They didn't. Then I tried 
several other prestigious libraries and 
archives in the New York City area. 
Same result. Perhaps I'm asking the 
wrong questions. It's kind of like trying 
to locate a misplaced library book. 

"When I began to look 
for my roots, I was 
absolutely convinced ... 
genealogy was the 
finding and digesting 
of a complete, already· 
created file that was 
all about my family." 

Of course there was no Internet then, 
only mail. So I sent out hundreds of let
ters asking everyone if they knew where 
my file was. It would be easy to spot. 
My great-grandmother died in Poland 
sometime after World War I, and I think 
my grandfather was from Sidzun, Lithu
ania, or maybe it was Radviliskis, I'm 
not sure. But he had red hair, of that I 
am certain. All good data, of course, no 
silly family stories and other stuff like 
dates and precise locations. Just solid 
evidence like red hair. But despite this 
wealth of heavy-duty documentation, no 
one seemed to have my file. Did the 
Department of Commerce spend all that 
taxpayer money to make a file on me 
only to have it lost by some careless 
person? 

One day, in the New York Public, I 
met a woman who was doing her geneal
ogy and wow, did she have a file! It was 
a foot thick and wandered through the 
Middle Ages with the same ease that I 
wandered through a meal at my favorite 
French restaurant. So I asked her where 

she found her file (mine would be bigger 
and more impressive of course, because 
I'm sure that there was royalty in my 
family) and she looked at me as if I had 
asked her where to find a size 19 bustle 
frame. 

"What on earth are you talking 
about?" she said graciously, full of the 
warmth and charm of one who likes 
neither to be disturbed nor strangers 
who interrupt her work. "This file has 
taken me 23 years to put together. Every 
scrap of paper in it was lovingly found 
by me. What is it with you? Do you 
really think that someone has done your 
genealogy for you? You have to do it 
yourself, you dweeb!" 

I smiled condescendingly at her jolly 
but intemperate outburst. Clearly she did 
not understand the problem. "Of 
course," I said. "I know that I have to 
do it, and that is exactly what I am 
trying to do. By locating my file, I am 
doing my genealogy. When I find it, I 
will then be in a state of having done my 
genealogy. It will all be there, and my 
genealogy will have been both found and 
completed by the act of finding the file, 
and then I can go on to something else 
in life, like collecting stamps, shoeing 
horses, or learning how to make those 
little roses of red butter-cream icing that 
go on birthday cakes." 

"I am being accosted by a crazy!" 
screamed the lady, causing armies of 
librarians to say "Ssshhhh." "I have the 
misfortune to be in the presence of a 
class A, gold-medal, deranged mind. 
There is no file on you, Mr. Dopey-In

(continued on page 16) 
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BELIEVERS AND ACHIEVERS: 
ROLES FOR A MATURING COMMUNITY 

Curt B. Witcher, FUGA, FGS President 

I t was with great interest and fascination 
that I read and pondered the article in 

the December 1995 issue of American 
Denwgraphics entitled, "Climbing the 
Family Tree" by Jennifer Fulkerson 
(pages 42-50). I count myself among 
those who have wondered for years just 
how many of us there are actively en
gaged in some form of genealogical or 
family heritage research. We commonly 
feel there are many thousands of us, 
perhaps even many tens of thousands, but 
we have never had a respected entity 
conduct an authoritative survey. The above 
mentioned article provides some amazing 
statistics and statements. The following 
two paragraphs are particularly worthy of 
note. 

Genealogy is one of America's nwst 
popular hobbies. More than four in ten 
adults, or 113 million, are at least some
what interested in genealogy, according to 
a 1995 poll conducted by Maritz Market
ing Researchfor American Demographics. 
Seven percent, or 19 million, say they are 
involved a great deal in tracing their 
lineage. 

Genealogical research can be time
consuming but it isn't just for Americans 
with time to spare. Infact, adults aged 65 
and older are less likely than average to 
be at least somewhat involved in geneal
ogy. The highest rates of genealogical 
interest are for middle-aged people, who 
presumably have the least time of all for 
hobbies. Half of adults aged 45 to 65 are 
at least somewhat involved in genealogy, 
as are 47 percent of those aged 35 to 44, 
and 46 percent of 25-to-34-year-olds. 
(page 44) 

When one can say with some authority 
that more than 100 million people are at 
least mildly interested in a particular 
subject with nearly 20 million claiming to 
be greatly interested, one is touting some 
powerfully impressive numbers. I can't 
help but wonder (though knowing full 
well at least part of the answer), where 
are all these people? Numerous societies 
around the country are struggling with 
burnout-a few individuals basically doing 
the majority of the work year in and year 

Curt B. Witcher 
FGS President 

"I count myself among 
those who have 
wondered for years just 
how many of us there 
are actively engaged in 
some form of genea
logical or family 
heritage research ... " 

out. Where are these millions of people? 
Numerous archivists and records custodi
ans still believe, whether out of conve
nience or ignorance, that the needs of a 
"few genies" are not that consequential in 
determining retention schedules. Where 
are the millions of genealogists? Untold 
billions of pages of primary source re
cords are begging to be indexed, de
scribed in calendars, or extracted for 
publication. Where are all those folks 
mentioned in American Denwgraphics? 

I believe the answers to these questions 
rest with us, both as individual genealo
gists and as members of genealogical 
societies. As the genealogical community 
matures and its ranks continue to swell, 

our individual and collective responsibili
ties-our roles-are becoming increasingly 
clear. These roles are increasingly 
screaming out to us to be filled. To a 
large degree, our roles can be defined in 
two general tiers. First, we need to be
come believers, and then we need to grow 
into becoming achievers. But believe 
what? Achieve what? 

To become believers in this context we 
need to reach a little beyond our own 
personal family history endeavors and 
realize how significant genealogical re
search can be (and should be) in preserv
ing the varied and unique heritages which 
make our towns, communities, states, and 
country the remarkable places they are. 
We need to believe that family history 
research should be reaching into our 
schools and educational systems as a 
dynamic way of presenting the meaningful 
lessons of history . We need to compre
hend and believe the sociological aspects 
of understanding one's past, and how 
teaching genealogy to troubled individuals 
gives their lives a sense of purpose and 
places heretofore disjointed events in 
some framework. As one east coast his
torical society put in its mission statement 
a number of years ago, we need to believe 
that "family history informs, educates, 
intrigues, delights, entertains, provides 
perspective, and gives our lives a sense of 
continuity. " 

We need to believe that records preser
vation and access means more than just 
preserving those records important to me 
in my research, but rather, preserving all 
records which contain personal, identify
ing data about individuals and families. 
We need to believe that while enjoyable, 
fun, fulfilling, and a hobby to many, 
conducting family history research is 
serious, consequential work, and that the 
research of those who engage in such an 
activity is legitimate and worthwhile. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, 
we need to believe and fully appreciate 
that there are many of us-many interest
ed in and engaged in genealogy. Indeed, 
there are literally millions of us. We must 

(continued on page 17) 
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COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT 
by Linda Caldwell McCleary, Phoenix, Arizona 

T hinking about having a genealogical 
society library that is available to 

your society's members and guests? Do 
you already have a library, but are unsure 
of what to collect and what to accept as a 
donation? Take heart! There are several 
sources out there to assist you in writing 
collection development policies for genea
logical collections. 

First, just what does the term, "collec
tion development" mean? In the ALA 
World Encyclopedia of Library and Infor
mation ServicesJ the term "collection 
development" describes a "cluster of 
functions which, together, shape the hold
ings of materials in a library: funding, 
self-study, and evaluation, selection, 
weeding, and maintenance. "The Glossary 
of Library and Information Scienctf de
fines collection development as "a term 
which encompasses a number of activities 
related to the development of the library 
collection, including the determination and 
coordination of selection policy, assess
ment of needs of users and potential users, 
collection use studies, collection evaluation, 
identification of collection needs, selection of 
materials, planning for resource sharing, 
collection maintenance, and weeding." 

Second, why have a collection develop
ment policy? Just like in strategic planning 
for the future of a company, an organiza
tion or life, you need to know what the 
thrust of your collection is going to be. 
Are you living in an area that had French, 
Spanish or English influence in its early 
history? Were Native Americans residing 
in the area in previous times or even now? 
Does one member of your society have a 
desire for you to own every book pub
lished on the New Harmony Colony in 
Indiana-and your library is in Maine? 
What guidelines do you follow for collect
ing materials, books, CD-ROMs and 
electronic media? These are some ques
tions that need to be addressed. 

The Genealogical Committee of the 
History Section of the Reference and 
Adult Services Division of the American 
Library Association published "Guidelines 
for Developing Beginning Genealogical 
'Collections and Services,,3 in 1992. 
Guidelines are listed which address collec-
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tion development, personnel, access and 
fiscal considerations for genealogical 
services, particularly for public libraries, 
but applicable to genealogical society 
libraries. Collection development guide
lines include the kinds of materials col
lected, the clientele's needs determined by 
a needs assessment tool (Le., survey), 
cooperative purchasing or sharing of 
resources with other genealogical/histor
ical society entities in the area and the use 
of bibliographies in developing a materials 
selection policy. 4 The guidelines are gen
eral, but can be streamlined and adapted 
to your specific situation. Most public 
libraries or university libraries will have 
copies of this article, or it can be obtained 
through interlibrary loan or by writing to 
the American Library Association, 50 

"Thinking about having 
a genealogical society 
library that is available 
to your society's 
members and guests?" 

East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611. 
A needs assessment (survey) should be 

done as one of the first items on the agen
da. Determine the areas of interest your 
genealogical society members have. The 
members are the ones who will support 
the library, and if there is nothing in the 
library for them to use to find "clues" or 
links to their ancestry, their support will 
diminish and the library will be unused. A 
simple form can be made so that the 
members can list their top five states with 
the counties and the time periods they are 
researching. Both are important when 
purchasing materials. Compile the find
ings and center your purchases around the 
top 10 or 20 states. Then check book 
reviews from well-known genealogical 
journals: FORUM, National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly, The New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register, 
Genealogical Journal, and The New York 
Genealogical and BiographicalRecord are 

examples. In addition, public libraries also 
have book reviews in library-related jour
nals: Library Journal, Booklist, and Pub
lisher's Weekly to name a few. Consider 
history journals, too. Electronic products, 
compact disks and databases are also 
reviewed in computer and genealogical 
computer journals. 

Once you have taken an assessment 
needs survey, established guidelines for 
collecting the materials, and found re
views for the materials you want to pur
chase, you are well on the way to having 
a viable library where the genealogical 
society members will congregate to ex
plore their heritage. What a show place 
for your community-to have a collection 
that reflects the heritage of the area and 
the interests of its citizens. 

Notes 
1. American Library Association. ALA 

World Encyclopedia of Library and Infor
mation Services. Chicago: American 
Library Association, 1990. 

2. American Library Association. ALA 
Glossary of Library and Information Sci
ence. Chicago: American Library Associ
ation, 1983. 

3. Genealogy Committee of the History 
Section of the Reference and Adult Ser
vices Division of the American Library 
Association. "Guidelines for Developing 
Beginning Genealogical Collections and 
Services," RQ 31:1 (Fall 1992) pp. 
31-32. 

4. Ibid. 
ie- ie- ie- ie- ie-

[Linda Caldwell McCleary is a Public 
Library Development Consultant for the 
Department of Library, Archives and 
Public Records of the State of Arizona. 
She was manager of the genealogy collec
tion at the Department for 15 years. A 
Federation director since 1992, Ms. 
McCleary edits the FGS Board Bulletin, 
an internal communique for officers and 
board members and serves on the Records 
Preservation and Access Committee (a 
committee shared by the Federation and 
the National Genealogical Society). Ms. 
McCleary is an officer of the Arizona 
State Genealogical Advisory Board and 
has been the editor of its newsletter.] 
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QUICK SEARCH: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS 
PART II. PuBLIC LAND ENTRIES 

A source termed "Quick Search" is 
one that is easy to access. Grass

roots of Americd provides easy access to 
those volumes of the American State 
Paperr which are most useful to genealo
gists. Grassroots discusses the origin of 
the American State Papers, provides some 
general notes and information on claims 
by states and miscellaneous claims, and 
summarizes for each public land state, its 
parent state, and the years it became a 
territory and achieved statehood. Maps of 
the land offices for the public domain and 
land claims of the colonies depict the 
beginnings of land distribution in the 
country east of the Mississippi River and 
the first tier of states west of that river. 

For researchers, however, the best 
feature of Grassroots is that it indexes the 
names of persons who appear in the de
tail-rich nine volumes of the American 
State Papers. 

Part I of this two-part series used the 
example of Elizabeth House, a young 
woman who was captured by Indians in 
1777. Her information was found in vol
ume 9, Claims. Although volumes 1 
through 8 may contain less detail than 
volume 9, a check of all entries for a 
particular name can produce worthwhile 
information. 

As an example, a search of the name 
Samuel/Sameul LEWIS elicited eight 
references. The page number follows the 
volume number: 1:614, 872; 2:467; 
3:344; 8:238, 242, 464, 563. 

1:614 Volume 1, 1789-1809, includes 
such topics as Claims on the Lands Ceded 
by North Carolina; Grants to Settlers in 
Vincennes (Indiana) and the Illinois; 
Claimants Under Georgia and Tennessee 
Companies; Evidence of Title Derived 
from State of Georgia; and Land Claims 
in the Michigan Territory. There are 
many other topics, including that from 
which the following entry comes: "Land 
Claims in the Mississippi Territory." A 
chart shows that P. & R. King, claimants 
for 500 acres along the Homochitto River, 
are claiming title under the British govern
ment for one Justus King. In the remarks 
column (which includes testimony as to 
King's entitlement to the land), Samuel 
Lewis is identified as "a lawful surveyor 

under the British government in the year 
1776." 

1 :872 The heading continues as "Land 
Claims in the Mississippi Territory." 
Here, Samuel Lewis is named as the 
original grantee to 200 acres on Second 
Creek. His title, according to this report, 
was derived from the British Government 
on 27 March 1776. In August of 1805, a 
commissioners certificate granted this land 
to William Conner. Listed immediately 
below Samuel is Sarah Lewis who is 
probably related because her 100 acres is 
also on Second Creek, and dates for title 
and grant are identical to those provided 
for Samuel. A subtitle to these listings 
identifies them as being Register A Ab
stracts of Certificates entered with the 
Register of the Land Office west of Pearl 
River, During the month of August 1805, 
grounded on British and Spanish patents. 

2:467 Volume 2, 1809-1815, covers 
areas such as New Orleans, Orleans Ter
ritories, Kaskaskia (Illinois) and the area 
of this entry, "Land Claims in the Mis
souri Territory." The entry for Samuel 
Lewis reads: 

A claim under the second section of 
the act, for one thousand and fifty 
arpents of land, situate on the river 
Peruque, in the district of St. Charles. 
Produces a certificate of a permission to 
settle from Charles Tayon, dated 27th 
February, 1806, together with a plat and 
certificate of survey of the same, dated 
7th of December 1805, certified to have 
been surveyed on the 15th of February, 
1806. Testimony taken: July 14, 1806. 
David Edwards, being duly sworn, says 
that one John Burnet settled the said 
tract of land in the year 1801; that, in 
1803, towards the latter end of that 
year, he sold the same to claimant, 
having previously raised two crops; that 
claimant then moved on it, and actually 
inhabited it on the 20th day of Decem
ber, 1803, and had then a very large 
stock on the same; and further, that he 
had, on the said 20th December, 1803, 
a wife, one child, and one slave. Opin
ion and remarks of the Board. July 14, 
1805: Present, John B. C. Lucas and 
Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 
The Board reject this claim, for want of 
actual cultivation by claimant prior to 

and on the 20th December, 1903. Opin
ions of the Board. November 20th, 
1890. This claim was decided on: Pres
ent, John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. 
Penrose, Commissioners. It is the opin
ion of the Board that this claim ought 
not to be granted. 

3:344 Volume 3, 1815-1824, treats 
(separately) communications from the 
President of the United States, the State 
Department, the Treasury Department, the 
Attorney General, Reports of Committees, 
and Memorials and Other Miscellaneous 
Papers. Some of the areas referenced are 
Kaskaskia (Illinois), Pearl River, Missis
sippi Territory, Georgia, Florida and East 
Florida, Indiana, and Ohio. The Lewis 
entry appears under "Claims in Louisiana 
and Missouri" subtitled: "Report of the 
opinions of the Recorder of Land Titles 
for the Territory of Missouri, etc., Grants 
of claims founded on settlements under 
the several acts of Congress, commencing 
with that of 13th June, 1812, and ending 
with that of 12th April, 1814." The entry 
for Samuel Lewis reads: 

Dec 7, 1805 Permit; 1,050 arpents, 
Peraque, county of St. Charles. The col
umn titled, Acts of ownership carries the 
notation, Possession and cultivation 1801 
to 1803, 100, 1801, 1803; possession 
from 1803. Under Opinions of the Re
corder is shown, Granted 640 acres. 

8:238 Volume 8, 1835-1837, covers, 
among other topics, Spanish Claims in 
Florida, Location of the Choctaw Claims, 
Location of Wabash and Erie Canal 
Lands, Frauds Under the Pre-Emption 
Laws, Cessions by Chickasaw Treaty, 
Land Claims in Missouri, and the Appli
cation of Michigan for Land. The first 
Samuel Lewis entry, under "Final Reports 
of Board of Commissioners," confirms by 
survey and certificate of confirmation 
#1782, the granting of 640 acres. Page 
242 pertains to the same entry as page 
238. 

8:464 identifies Samuel Lewis as one 
of three commissioners of the Wabash & 
Erie Canal. 

8:563 shows Samuel Lewis signing a 
memorial regarding a quest for land made 
for Woodward High School in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and its quest for land. The appeal is 
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dated 21 March 1836. Lewis serves on the 
Board of Trustees of the High School and 
was one of those named in deeds dated 
1826, 1828 and 1830. 

Are any or all of these entries for the 
same Samuel Lewis? Perhaps not. Careful 
sorting and evaluation will be necessary, 
as will be the checking of a myriad of 
other sources in the areas and time peri
ods of these entries. By plotting the sites 
on maps contemporary to each of these 
claims, adding details gleaned from other 
sources, and creating a time line of activi
ties, one may determine if these all per
tain to the same person or not and their 
ultimate value to your research journey. 

On the other hand, a quick search at 
the American State Papers may yield an 
immediate fortune: 

7:687 Under "Claims in Vincennes 
District" (Indiana): 

John Decker claims 400 acres of land, 
in right of improvement. It is proved by 
the oath of Moses Decker and Joseph 
Decker, that the said Moses Decker, 
father of the said John Decker, in the 
year 1786, took up a tract of land for 
the said John, his son, who was then but 
one year old, and laid the foundation of 
a cabin on the land. The commissioners 
are of opinion, that it was not the inten
tion of the legislature to grant lands in 
right of improvement to persons who 
were too young to make any; and no 
cultivation having been proved, they do, 
for both these reasons, reject this claim. 

Moses Decker, Jr. claims 400 acres of 
land, in right of improvement. It is 
proved by the oaths of Moses Decker 
and Joseph Decker that the said Moses 
Decker, father of the said Moses Decker 
jr. took up this tract of land for his son, 
the claimant (in the year 1796,) who 
was then seven years old, and that he 
laid the foundation of a cabin thereon. 
The commissioners, for the reasons 
given for rejecting the preceding claims, 
do reject this one. 

The heirs of Jacob Decker, deceased, 
claim 400 acres, in right of improve
ment. It is proved by the oaths of Moses 
Decker and Joseph Decker, that, in the 
year 178-, the father of the said Jacob 
Decker, (who was then between eight 
and eleven years old,) took up this tract 
of land, for the said Jacob Decker, his 
son, but that no improvement was made 
thereon. The commissioners reject this 
claim, for the reasons given for rejecting 
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the two preceding ones. 

Although the sons of Moses Decker 
were denied title to the land they sought, 
the claims themselves provide their names 
and years (or approximate years) of birth, 
and links sibling to sibling. 

Grassroots makes possible a quick 
search for American ancestors in the pre-
1837 period via the American State Pa-
pers. 

Notes 
1. The full title is Grassroots of Ameri

ca: A Computerized Index to the American 

State Papers, Land Grants and Claims 
1789-1837. Edited by Phillip W. Mc
Mullin. Second reprinting 1994 with 
special permission by: Southern Historical 
Press, Greenville, Sc. Copies may be 
ordered from Arkansas Research, P.O. 
Box 303, Conway, AR 72033. 

2. The full title is American State Pa
pers. Documents, Legislative and Execu
tive, of the Congress of the United States. 
1994 reprint of the Gales and Seaton 
edition by Southern Historical Press, P.O. 
Box 1267, Greenville, SC 29602. 
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your computer? 
Selecting just the right computer hardware and software for you can be 
a very difficult process. With all the choices and advances in the per
sonal computing world, where can you turn? 

Since 1980, GENEALOGICAL COMPUTING, a quarterly journal, 
has been the best source for keeping family historians abreast of the excit
ing changes and possibilities available in computer-aided genealogy. GC 
is packed with regular feature columns, new software announcements 
and reviews, tutorial and application articles, opinions and editorials, 
software directories, bulletin board directories, on-line services directo
ries, surveys, cost-saving techniques, hands-on tips, and much more. 

GENEALOGICAL COMPUTING and YOU! 
A Match Made in Cyberspace! 

,Pqrjust $2i,y~)Uwill receive four issues of GENEALOGICAL COMPUTING. 
L,",TQ()rd~r,justcail our toll-free line, or send your order to Ancestry. 
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GRAPHICS GRABBING 
L etters to the editor are always wel

come and provide opportunities for 
different opinions. varied approaches. and 
a more focussed look at an issue. as does 
the following. 

Dear Editor. 
I was disturbed by one portion of 

Thomas P. Doherty's article. "Will the 
World Wi!ie Web Work for Your Organi
zation?" (FORUM 7:4 (Winter 1995) pp. 
7-8.) He said. "If you want to use a 
graphic you see on the Web. just point at 
it with your mouse and click the right 
hand button .... Now. you have an exact 
copy of the graphic which you can then 
upload to your Web site." 

I see three issues: 
• Is it possible? 
• Is it legal? 
• Is it right? 
Is it possible? Yes. usually you can do 

as Mr. Doherty described. 
Is it legal? No-and possibly yes. I can 

assure you that if you grabbed and used 
on your Web site the image of a Disney 
character or graphic logo of. say. an 
airline created at a cost of thousands of 
dollars. you would receive a cease-and
desist letter from their attorney as soon as 
it came to their attention. I don't know 
what the FGS policy is at present on use 
of their logo. but I know they would not 
be happy if you used their logo on your 
home page. especially if you then inaccu
rately stated their goals· and purposes. 
Many photographers and graphic design
ers (some through commercial and profes
sional organizations) are actively pursuing 
legal remedies against those who grab 
(steal) their creative images. 

Copyright law has two aspects: Statute 
law and case law. concepts that should be 
familiar to genealogists. At present. both are 
highly pertinent-and changing-as regards 
items on the InternetIWorld Wide Web. 

The statute is relatively simple and 
straightforward (and the Copyright Office 
has easy-to-understand explanations. http:// 
www.loc.gov/copyright). For example. 
creative items (including pictorial works) 
created and published after 1978 (with or 
without a copyright notice) have copyright 
protection. (In fact. after an evening lis
tening to an intellectual-property-Iaw 
attorney. I came away convinced that graph
ics have stronger protection than words.) 
Copyright is actually a collection of 

rights: to sell. to reproduce. to perform. 
et al. They can be retained. given away. 
or sold individually. (In other words. you 
could give away the right to reproduce but 
retain the right to sell.) 

Apparently recent case law has deter
mined that items placed on the Internet 
without copyright notice did not have 
copyright protection. How can this be? 
I've never found a simple explanation, but 
it seems to have something to do with the 
idea that they are actually beingperj"ormed 
rather than published. and you can't steal 
a performance. (In my lectures. I used to 
comment that I didn't see how a book 
could be performed. but this is one in
stance in which I will definitely have to 
eat my words.) 

The abuses can be (and are) rampant. 
A nongenealogist attorney friend who is 
very active on the Internet has advised me 
never to so much as send e-mail without 
a copyright notice. The issue is being ac-

tively discussed and considered both for
mally and informally, and new legislation 
will ultimately be forthcoming. The copy
right office has sponsored at least one 
conference to discuss the issue. and there 
are several Web sites on the subject of 
copyright and intellectual property law 
(both http://www.pitt.edu/-malhotra/ 
IntellP.htm and http://www.uark.edu/depts! 
comminfo/www/copyright.html will point 
you toward a number of them). 

Obviously. the answer to "Is it legal?" 
isn't clear. which brings us to the third 
question. 

Is it right? No. Someone else's cre
ative work (intellectual property) is their 
creation. not yours. Whether on the 
World Wide Web or in a library, genealo
gists need to ask. "Is it right?" It is not 
right (and it may not be legal) to grab an 
image and use it on your own Web site. 

Patricia Law Hatcher, Dallas. Texas 
10 March 1996 
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WWI DRAFT RECORDS 
The draft registration cards resulting 

from the Selective Service System of 
World War I, can provide useful data on 
men born between 1873 and 1900. The 
information requested of draft-eligible 
men (between the ages of 18 and 45) 
included full name, home address, date of 
birth and age in years, employer, and 
information about citizenship. A brief 
personal description indicates race, color 
of eyes and hair, height (tall, medium, 
short), and build (slender, medium, 
stout).l 

Additional questions were asked, as 
well; however, the information available 
upon a particular draft card will depend 
on which of the three registrations en
rolled the draftee. 

The Selective Service System was 
authorized by the Selective Service Act of 
18 May 1917. Registration was left to the 
states, where local draft boards were 
established on the basis of one for every 
30,000 people. These boards registered, 
classified, inducted, and delivered to 
mobilization camps, men eligible for the 
draft.2 

Three registrations were conducted, the 
first 5 June 1917 and two the following 
year (June and August 1918 and Septem
ber 12, 1918). More than 24,234,021 men 
between the ages of twenty-one and thirty
one were registered, and more than 
2,800,000 were inducted into the military 
service. By the third registration the age 
limits were extended to include those men 
between the ages of eighteen and forty
five. 3 

Two volunteers at the National Ar
chives-Southeast Region, Linda A. 
Woodward Geiger and Susan Hawkes 
Cook, undertook a detailed study of these 
records. The chart prepared by Ms. Cook 
provides a clear look at the information 
obtained for each registration. She notes 
that, particularly in Georgia and other 
areas of Indian population, the question as 
to Indian citizenship provides an incentive 
to search records of Native Americans. 
Also, for states (such as Georgia and 
Iowa) with post-1918 mandatory registra
tion of birth records, the details on nativi
ty are critical. The chart is reprinted here 
with her permission. 

The draft records have been micro-
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filmed by the Genealogical Society of 
Utah and are available through the Family 
History Library. Microfilm copies are 
available at the National Archives regions 
which serve the respective states. The 
originals are held by the National Ar
chives-Southeast Region. 

Notes 
1. Cook, Susan Hawkes, CG and Linda 

A. Woodward Geiger. World War I Draft 
Registrations: Georgia, Metro Atlanta 
Area Index, Gwinnett County, 4,327 
Registrants. Atlanta: Friends of the Na
tional Archives-Southeast Region, 1992. 
Available from National Archives-South
east Region, 1557 St. Joseph Avenue, 
East Point, GA 30344 for $10 plus $3.00 
postage and handling for the first book 
and $2.50 for each additional book. Other 
publications are available from the same 
. s-IaI .... L -- l't· .... '.~;..:~; 

1 """ ... (WiJ'/ll //- Ot/..,:JJI. ";r "I:t~ 
Z !I:. .. rar. /..? . /:n= j ~.~ . --- .' 
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28-1-2. Garroll. "A" 
R£CISTRAR'S R£PORT 

SAMPLE REGISTRATION CARDS FROM 

THE THREE DRAFf REGISTRATIONS 

(above) Registration of William Laurence 
Woodward, New Hampshire, Carroll 
County, 5 June 1917-Registration 'A.' 

(below) Registration of Walter Amasa 
Woodward, New Hampshire, Rockingham 
County, 5 June 1918-Registration 'B.' 

(right) Registration of Karl Wilson Wood
ward, New Hampshire, Strafford County, 12 
September 1918-Registration 'C.' 



address: Susan Hawkes Cook, eG, World 
War I Draft Registrations: Georgia, Metro 
Atlanta Area Index, Fulton County, 7,260 
Registrants (Excluding City of Atlanta), 
1994 and Linda Woodward Geiger, World 
War I Draft Registrations: Georgia, Metro 
Atlanta Area Index, DeKalb County, 
5,394 Registrants, 1994. 

2. Szucs, Loretto D. and Sandra H. 
Luebking. The Archives: A Guide to the 
National Archives Field Branches, p 293. 
Salt Lake City: Ancestry Publishing, 
1988. 

3. Knapp, Michael. "World War I Ser
vice Records." Prologue: Quarterly of the 
National Archives 22:3 (Fall 1990): 
300-303. 

4. Card letters (A, B, C) are from 
Susan Cook's table of "Information asked 
at specific registration" in the article. The 
three illustrations are from the Records of 
the Selective Service System (World War 
I), Record Group 163, originally at Na
tional Archives-Southeast Region. FO
RUM thanks Linda A. W. Geiger and 
Susan H. Cook for providing these illus
trations. 

FGS FORUM 

WORLD WAR I DRAFT REGISTRATION CARDS 

June 5, June & Aug. Sep.12, 
Information asked at specific registration: 1917 (A) 1918 (B) 1918 (C) 

21 since 5 18-21 and 
Age of men registered 21-31 June 1917 31-45 

Birthplace (town, state, nation) .t .t no 

Present trade, occupation or office .t no .t 

Dependents (father, mother, wife, child or sibling under 12). State which .t no no 

Nearest relative & address no .t .t 

If bald .t no no 

Married or single .t no no 

Previous military service (rank, branch, years, nation or state) .t no no 

If exemption claimed, on what grounds .t no no 

Father's birthplace no .t no 

Indian citizen or non-citizen no no .t 
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G ENE A LOG I CAL P U 8 LIS H I 1'1 G C O. 
IVEWI 

GENEALOGICAL 8( LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS IN PRINT. 
Fifth Edition: Family History Volume. Compiled and Edited 
by Marian R. Hoffman. 485 pp., indexed, paper. 1996. 
#2166. $25.00 

Now published under the imprint of the Genealogical Publishing Company, 
Genealogical & Local History Books in Print is at last underway in a 5th edi
tion, the first new edition to be published in over ten years! The continuing 
proliferation of genealogical books in print, however, has made the publication 
of a mammoth catalogue somewhat unmanageable, so the decision has been 
taken to publish the new edition in parts, starting with the Family History Vol
ume, which is offered here complete in itself. This new Family History Volume 
contains over 4,600 listings of available family histories, both as individual works 
and compilations; it also includes listings of pedigrees, biographies, and family 
newsletters in print. With this volume, researchers will know instantly what family 
histories are available for sale and where they can be bought. And since the first 
step in genealogical research is to find out what work has already been done on 
a given family, the Family History Volume should be the researcher's first place 
to stop as well as the first place to shop. 

IVEWI 

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH IN ENGLAND'S PUBLIC 
RECORD OFFICE: A Guide for North Americans. 
Compiled by Judith Prowse Reid. 163 pp., indexed. 1996. 
#4862. $22.50 

The Public Record Office in London, England is one of the richest genea
logical repositories in the world, equivalent in many ways to our own National 
Archives. The purpose of this book is to help North Americans make the most 
effective use of its records. Significantly, it also identifies many of the most 
important PRO records available in large North American institutions such as 
the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, the Library of Congress in Wash
ington, D.C., and the National Archives of Canada in Ottawa. 

Among the topics covered in the book are emigration and immigration 
records, censuses, nonconformist church records, birth, death, and marriage 
records, and military, taxation, court, and Parliamentary records. Also included 
is a comprehensive bibliography containing complete citations to every book 
mentioned in the text. 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE BOOK. By Elizabeth Petty Bentley. 
New Second ed. 8 1/2" x 11".405 pp. 1995. #425. $34.95 

This is a complete overhaul of the 1990 classic, featuring updated coverage 
of 3,125 county jurisdictions and 1,577 New England towns and independent 
Virginia cities, details of the 18 Vermont probate districts, 9 Massachusetts dis
tricts, and 12 Connecticut judicial districts. Mrs. Bentley here presents the names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and dates of organization of all county courthouses, 
and for those that responded to her survey (65 percent), a concise summary of 
record holdings, personnel, and services. This concise guide to the county court
houses and courthouse records is just the book every genealogist needs! 

GENEALOGIES OF NEW JERSEY FAMILIES From the 
Genealogical Magazine of !Yew Jersey. In Two Volumes. 
1,139 &. 1,087 pp., each volume indexed. 1996. #4058. 
$ 150.00 the set 

This new consolidation brings together all of the compiled material (gene
alogies, biographies, etc.) and Bible records published in the Genealogical Maga
zine of New Jersey, the Genealogical Society of New Jersey's celebrated periodi
cal, from its first issue in 1925 through the end of Volume 65. Each of the two 
massive volumes numbers over 1,000 pages and is fully indexed. With refer
ences to over 70,000 ancestors, this is the most comprehensive and well-re
searched body of compiled New Jersey genealogy ever printed in one place. 

HISPANIC SURNAMES AND FAMILY HISTORY. By Lyman D. 
Platt. 349 pp. 1996. #4635. $19.95 

Dr. Platt has prepared an exhaustive review of the development of Spanish 
surnames in Latin America and the Hispanic United States. One of the principal 
aims of the book is to show the dispersion and commonality of Hispanic sur
names throughout the Americas. At the very heart of the book is a bibliography 
of Hispanic family histories in the U.S. and Latin America, certainly the most 
extensive list of its kind ever compiled. 

MAYFLOWER INCREASINGS. By Susan E. Roser. 2nd ed. 7" 
x 10". 179 pp. total, indexed. 1995. #4995. $20.00 

Mrs. Roser's work provides an accurate and reliable summary of all that is 
presently known about the passengers of the Mayflower for the first three gen
erations in America-names, dates, places, spouses, children, etc. Unique to the 
Roser work, each third generation listing includes references to records or sources 
that will help the researcher find fourth and fifth generation children. Fully 
indexed, this new edition contains at least three times as much information as 
before. 

IVEWI 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR BOUNTY LAND GRANTS Awarded 
by State Governments. By Lloyd De Witt Bockstruck. 
636 ppo, indexed. 1996. #488. $45.00 

After the Revolutionary War, the states of Connecticut, Georgia, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and 
Virginia awarded bounty lands in their western reserves or on their western bor
ders (directly affecting the future states of Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Ohio, and 
Tennessee) to citizens and soldiers for services rendered. The nine state govern
ments created a patchwork of records that were all but inaccessible to the re
searcher. 

With this new work by Lloyd Bockstruck we now have a master index to 
state bounty land records-a Revolutionary War resource unparalleled for fresh
ness, originality, and research potential. Typically, each entry in this index con
tains the name of the claimant, who is usually the veteran, the state of service, 
the rank held, the date of the record, and the acreage. Altogether about 35,000 
names appear in the index. 

MASSACHUSETTS AND MAINE FAMILIES In the Ancestry 
of Walter Goodwin Davis (1885-1966): A Reprinting, in 
Alphabetical Order by Surname, of the Sixteen Multi· 
Ancestor Compendia (plus Thomas Haley of Winter 
Harbor and His Descendants) compiled by Maine's 
Foremost Genealogist, 1916-1963. By Walter Goodwin 
Davis. With an Introduction by Gary Boyd Roberts. 3 vols. 
2,096 ppo, each vol. indexed. (1916-1963), 1996. # 1400. 
$135.00 the set 

Providing authoritative coverage of 180 Maine and Massachusetts families, 
this new rendering of Davis' opus establishes it as the premier genealogical 
work for northern New England. As many as 100 million living Americans will 
descend from one or more of the 180 families herein. 

A TOPOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF ENGLAND. By Samuel 
Lewis. Four vols. in two. 2,464 pp. total. (1831), 1996. 
# 3360. $ 150.00 the set 

This important reprint is one of only two scarce editions of the Lewis Dictio
nary that will lead the genealogist back to the English parishes and chapelries 
that are of importance in seeking probate records. Thus even the most obscure 
place in England is identified in relation to a parish and in most cases to a 
specific church. Over and above its genealogical value, the Dictionary is a 
fascinating and illuminating work in itself, and it brings to life the ancestral 
homes and villages which until now have existed in name only, or as part of 
family lore and tradition. 

GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO.' 1001 N. Calvert Street Baltimore, MD 21202' 1-800-296-6687 
Please send me the following books: 
Item # Title Price 

Postage & Handling: One book $3.50; each additional book $1.25. 
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan residents add 6% sales tax. 
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o Enclosed is a check/money order for $ ___________ _ 

o MasterCardlVisa # __________________ _ 

Exp. Date Amount $ 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
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To HONOR OUR PEERS 
by James W. Warren, FGS Awards Co-Chair 

C. Richard Covault and Louise Bar:" 
kley Covault have been moving forces 
behind the growth of the Sun Cities Gene
alogical Society in the Northwest Valley 
area of Phoenix, Arizona. Since they 
joined SCGS in 1980, one or the other has 
provided leadership and direction as soci
ety president for five of the past fifteen 
years. Together, they teach Basic Geneal
ogy and Genealogy II for the Arizona 
State University Extended Education 
Program, and they have coauthored study 
guides for these programs. 

Louise Barkley Covault served as 
President of the Society in 1982, 1990, 
and 1991. She was a prime mover in 
establishing the society's library, presently 
located in Youngtown, Arizona. She is a 
frequent speaker to genealogical societies, 
State DAR, and other lineage societies, on 
military, probate, and church records, as 
well as on documentation. In addition to 
Descendants of Jacob Barkley & Veronica 
Hauer of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, 
she has just published Thirty Years of 
Vital Records, Faith Presbyterian Church, 
Sun City, Arizona. She has chaired chap
ter and state DAR committees, and served 
as National Vice-Chairman, Genealogical 
Records Committee, Southcentral Divi
sion, NSDAR. She has also served as a 
chapter and state officer of the Colonial 
Dames XVII Century. She is a graduate 
of the National Genealogical Society's 
home study course, "American Genealo
gy: A Basic Course." 

C. Richard Covault served as president 
of the Sun Cities Genealogical Society in 
1984 and in 1985. He has lectured at 
meetings, seminars, and workshops on 
immigration & migration, land records, 
and record numbering systems. He pub
lished Covalt, Covault, Cavolt and serves 
as the genealogist for the Saguaro Chap
ter, Arizona society, Sons of the Ameri
can Revolution. 

For their tireless and generous contri
butions to genealogists and the genealogi
cal community, FGS is pleased to present 
its Distinguished Service A ward to Louise 
Barkley Covault and to C. Richard Covault. 

C. Richard and Louise Barkley Covault 

Jeanne Lacy Pramaggiore 

Jeanne Lacy Pramaggiore served the 
Ohio Genealogical Society in many capac
ities for more than a decade prior to her 
death on 6 May 1995. She was the imme
diate past chairman of the board and the 
immediate past president of OGS at the 
time of her death. Jeanne's personality 
blended creativity, the drive to take on 
and finish projects, and her ability to 
work with others to accomplish positive 
goals. Her years of leadership and service 
to OGS and its chapters helped build the 
society into the effective major network of 
chapter organizations that it is today. 

Jeanne's contributions to genealogy 
extended to the regional and national 
levels. She conceived the idea of state 
officers' meetings at NGS conferences and 
was a strong supporter of the society 
management workshops that now mark the 
first day of each FGS conference. She 
was an early advocate of the concept of a 
regional genealogical event that eventually 
resulted in the first Great Lakes Confer
ence held August 1994 in Fort Wayne. 
Jeanne also contributed substantially to the 
national genealogical community through 
her service as a director of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies, and as FGS 
Vice President-Regional Affairs. 

In these varied roles, Jeanne worked to 
encourage others and to reach out beyond 
traditional roles and boundaries. Her death 
last year was a tremendous loss to geneal
ogy and the many friends who had come 
to know her. Her life, however, is an 
outstanding example of what one individu
al, willing to working with and for other 
people, can accomplish. With respect and 
gratitude for both her contributions and 
her example, FGS presents the Distin
guished Service A ward posthumously to 
Jeanne Lacy Pramaggiore. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Societies and individuals are encour
aged to submit an FGS A ward nomination 
for individuals or organizations whose 
efforts merit recognition. Simply request 
an application by fax (214) 907-9727 or 
by mail from the FGS Business Office, 
Attn: Awards Committee, PO Box 
830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220. 
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THINK AND CHECK: 
Two WORDS FOR SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

EDITORS AND THEIR READERS 
by Helen Hinchliff, British Columbia, Canada 

S everal years ago, dozens of genealog
ical society journals and newsletters 

published an article promoting the pur
chase of ancient noble titles. Inquiries 
from an attorney and a congressman 
representing two individuals who fell for 
the promotion revealed the buyers' later 
regret. 

Editors need a skeptical frame of mind 
when considering publication of unsolicit
ed items. If they publish questionable 
material, trusting readers may be led 
astray. Here's another case in point. 

An Editor's Error 
In April 1995 the State Genealogical 

Society Newsletter carried the following 
"news" item: 

French-Canadian Research 
A team of professional researchers are 

prepared to trace your French-Canadian 
(Quebec) ancestors, dating from their 
arrival in the early 17th century to the 
present day. They have direct access to all 
marriage records from the French Regime 
and Quebec and use the records from the 
National Archives of Canada in Ottawa 
and the Quebec Provincial Archives in 
Quebec City. Fee is $20 per researched 
marriage. Send a detailed research request 
with check or money order to: Company 
X, [address followed]. 

A trusting reader saw this notice and 
on 5 May 1995 sent Company X a request 
and a check for $20. Company X cashed 
the check without delay, but by 11 July 
the reader had received neither a research 
report nor any acknowledgment of his 
request. By 5 August he had received no 
reply to a follow-up inquiry. Then, he 
wrote to the State Genealogical Society 
Newsletter editor to complain. 

Shirking any responsibility for having 
published the notice without checking the 
company, the editor replied, "I am not 
aware of any problem and did not know 
the organization. I simply put the notice I 
received in the newsletter." 

12 Summer 1996, Volume 8 Number 2 

Apparently, the editor followed an 
unconscious rule: "If it fills an empty 
space and/or seems newsworthy, print it." 
Perhaps the editor had no policy regarding 
transforming into "news" what was, in 
effect, a solicitation for business. Also, 
the editor was perhaps unaware that her 
action lent the advertiser part of the news
letter's credibility. The reader concluded, 
"Since the State Genealogical Society 
published this [notice] in their official 
newsletter, I assumed Company X to be a 
valid organization. Apparently, this was a 
poor assumption!" 

The Society's Responsibility 
A genealogical society board that al

lows its editor to print whatever crosses 
her desk is in potential trouble. Boards 
need a policy about the content of their 
publications, including whether to publish 
advertising notices as news items. An 
editor should propose guidelines about 
contents, but it is the board's responsibili
ty to set the rules. 

Second, society boards should decide 
whether to allow their editors to make 
final decisions about content. Sometimes 
it is best for the president or other board 
members to give advice and consent. 
Depending on the type of publication, 
assistant editors might help. 

The Editor's Responsibility 
Editors should think about the articles 

and other material they consider for publi
cation and they should check the facts. 
Here's how: 

Think. The State Genealogical Society 
Newsletter editor received a notice an
nouncing an offer to trace French-Canadi
an ancestors from their arrival in the early 
17th century to the present. Genealogical 
research proceeds from the present to the 
past; consequently, the editor should have 
questioned the ability, if not the ethics, of 
a firm proposing to undertake research 
from the immigrant forward. Further, the 
editor might have questioned the firm's 

procedure of charging a set fee per mar
riage entry search. Reputable genealogists 
normally work with clients to develop 
good research questions. Anyone can 
search an index in a matter of minutes. 

Check. Most reputable businesses have 
telephone and/or fax numbers to encour
age business and simplify communication 
with clients. However, no telephone ac
companied the Company X notice. Had 
the editor contacted directory assistance in 
Ottawa, she would have discovered that 
Company X had no telephone listing. Was 
the firm trying to discourage,communica
tion with its clients? 

The Reader's Responsibility 
Readers have responsibilities, too. 

Before sending money to unknown per
sons or firms, ask the same questions 
posed for the editor. Also, consider 
whether you have a sound basis for re
questing a search through a particular set 
of records. The reader later wrote to me 
that in 1868 his great-grandparents had 
arrived at the Port of Milwaukee from 
Canada. Since two men of the same sur
name had reportedly "come from France 
about 300 years ago, I assumed my great
grandfather might be French Catholic, 
thus my interest in Catholic marriage 
records. Of course, I did not assume he 
was a descendant of these two, only that 
he might have married in a Catholic cere
mony." 

The reader should have realized that, 
other than sameness of surname, he had 
little basis for guessing that his great
grandfather was a French Catholic who 
had married in Canada. Some obvious 
alternate hypotheses come to mind: 

• His great-grandfather, if definitely 
French, might have been Huguenot, there
fore, Protestant. 

• His great-grandfather might not have 
been French; certainly, the maiden name 
reported for his wife was not French. 

• His great-grandparents might have 
married in Ontario, the closest Canadian 



province to Milwaukee. 
• His great-grandparents might have 

immigrated to Canada as a married cou
ple, lived there briefly and then departed 
for Milwaukee. 

A Post Script 
On 11 September, about four months 

after cashing his check, Company X re
sponded. The marriage record sought was 
not among Catholic records indexed in the 
Canadian National Archives. Company X 
concluded, without providing a rationale, 
"It is probable that the marriage you 
search (sic) was in a Protestant church. 
These records in Quebec are not in central 
registers.:. " 

The Company X representative pro
posed a different project. For a fee of $50 
a two-hour search would be made of 
Canadian ship passenger records of un
specified ports. The reader sent Company 
X a check for $50; however, Canada Post 
returned the reader's unopened en
velope-stamped "No Such Address." 

Conclusion 
Genealogical society editors should 

think twice before providing free advertis
ing for genealogical research firms. Fami
ly historians who need the services of a 
professional genealogist should look first 
to those who have been certified or ac
credited. Check qualifications and repu
tations. Then, be prepared to work with 
the genealogists you select to develop 
meaningful research questions. Avoid 
hiring wild goose chasers. 

For a brochure on certified or accredit
ed genealogists, write to The Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, P.O. Box 
14291, Washington, DC 20044 or to The 
Accreditation Program, Family History 
Library, 35 W. North Temple Street, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84150. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

[Helen Hinchliff chairs the National 
Genealogical Society Ethics Committee 
with participant members representing 
FGS. Her article "Noble Nonsense" ap
peared in the January-February 1992 
issue of the NGS Newsletter. Her article 
"Hiring a Genealogist," the first in a 
mUlti-part series titled, "Caveat Emptor," 
appeared in the May-June 1994 issue of 
the same publication. Dr. Hinchliff may 
be contacted at 127 Orchard Road, Salt 
Spring Island, British Columbia, Canada 
V8K lW2.] . 
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NARA GIFT FuND CONTRIBUTIONS 
Recent contributors of $20 or more to the Stern NARA Gift Fund are: 
DuPage County (IL) Genealogical Society $150; Eastern Washington Genealogical 

Society $318; The Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst (IL) $37; Genealogical Society of 
North Orange County, CA $35.50; Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society $93; Illinois 
State Genealogical Society $77; Indiana Genealogical Society, Inc. $500; Kansas Council 
of Genealogical Societies $230; Lincoln-Lancaster County Genealogical Society (NE) 
$92.82; Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc. $150; Northeast Washington 
Genealogical Society $15; Northeastern New York Genealogical Society $50; Saginaw 
Genealogical Society (MI) $25; Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society $20.50; South 
Bend Area Genealogical Society (IN) $35; Lawrence G. Tesler (CA) $200; Topeka 
Genealogical Society (KS) $366; Tri-State Genealogical Society (IN) $41; Western 
Michigan Genealogical Society $38; and Western Wayne County Genealogical Society $50. 

Indiana Resident? Indiana Roots? 
JOIN NOW FOR 1996% 

Indiana Genealogical Society 
P. O. Box 10507 Dept. F 
F ort Wayne, IN 46852 

Single Membership $20, 
6 Issues of IGS Newsletter 

Family $25. Benefits Include: 

4 Issues of 1GB Journal 
Annual Meeting/Conference 

Discounts on IGS Publications 
Free queries in IGS Newsletter 
Participate in Statewide Projects 
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NEW RESEARCH POLICY: THE U .8. RAILROAD 
RETIREMENT BOARD 

T he u.s. Railroad Retirement Board 
administers a Federal retirement 

benefit program covering the nation's 
railroad workers. The records it maintains 
deal primarily with the administration and 
payment of these benefits. The Board will 
provide information from its records on 
deceased persons for the purpose of gene
alogical research. However, it will not 
release information on persons who are 
still living without the written consent of 
that person. 

The Railroad Retirement Board, like 
the Social Security Administration, was 
not established until the mid-1930s, and it 
began maintaining its own records of all 
covered rail service in 1937. The Board 
would not have any records of persons 
who died prior to its inception. Nor would 
it generally have any pertinent records of 
persons whose rail service was performed 
on a casual basis and/or was of short 
duration. 

Furthermore, the Board's records are 
only on persons whose employers were 
covered under the Railroad Retirement 
Act. Employers such as street, interurban, 
or suburban electric railways are not 
covered under this Act. 

The Board's records are kept by the 
railroad employee's social security num
ber. A person's social security number 
often appears on his or her death certifi
cate. In some cases, if that number is not 
available, having the employee's full 
name, including middle name or initial, 
and complete dates of birth and death may 
be of some help in determining whether 
we have any records of that person. How
ever, in dealing with relatively common 
surnames, it is usually not possible to 
make a positive identification without the 
employee's social security number. 

The fee for searching our records is 
$16 for each individual on whom records 
are reauested. This fee is oavable before 

any search is attempted. It is not refund
able, even if we are unable to locate the 
information requested or if the file has 
been destroyed. Your check or money 
order should be made payable to the 
Railroad Retirement Board, and sent to 
the Office of Public Affairs, Railroad 
Retirement Board, 844 North Rush Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 60611-2092. Generally, 
the Board requires at least 30-60 days to 
reply to genealogical inquiries. [press 
Release dated 30 May 1996] 

14-17 August 

Rochester 
New York 

Heritage Quest Here's what our subscribers are saying: 
.. .1 had to subscribe for myself to keep current with, what I believe, is 
one of the most informative historic family magazines now published. 
Norman Cantara, Homosassa FL The Genealogy Magazine 

Heritage Quest, America's leading magazine 
for genealogists and family historians, is an 
excellent reference tool for the beginner as well 
as the advanced researcher. The magazine is 
packed with 130 pages full of tips and techniques 
focused on your needs. 
Heritage Quest -It's the family history source! 

FGI 
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Heritage Quest magazine ... is an excellent reference tool for not only the 
beginning genealogist but also for the advanced researcher. HQ links the 
genealogy world together. 
Karen Clifford, Monterey CA 

Of all the genealogy related publications, Heritage Quest serves the 
genealogy community JIt.large better than any other. 
John F. Whitaker, Provo UT 

If genealogy is your hobby, you need this magazine! 

Respond now! 

Heritage Quest 
M a a I 

Subscription Department 
POBox 329 
Bountiful, UT 84011-0329 

Phone: (801) 298-5446 
Fax: (801) 298-5468 
E-mail: sales@agll.com 

Subscribe now! 
Receive 6 Issues for Only 

$28.00 
That's $13.70 oil the. 

Coyer Price i 
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HONORS & EVENTS 
Tony Burroughs, genealogist, author, and lecturer, 

received the Distinguished Service Award from the National 
Genealogical Society at the 1996 annual conference held in 
Nashville, Tennessee, May 8-11, 1996. The award honors 
service to NGS and the genealogical community. Mr. Bur
roughs is the immediate past president of the Afro-American 
Historical and Genealogical Society, a genealogical instructor 
at Chicago State University, and recently authored "Resources 
for African Americans" in the African American Genealogical 
Sourcebook edited by Paula Byers for Gale Research 1995. 
Mr. Burroughs served as director of the Federation of Genea
logical Societies from 1991 to 1993. [from Press Release 22 
May 1996 by Black Roots] 

Carole C. Callard has been honored by the Michigan 
Genealogical Council with a "leaf" on the Library of Michi
gan's Tree of Recognition for her service to the Michigan 
genealogical community as genealogical librarian and speaker, 
and mentor to beginner researchers or new societies. Mrs. 
Callard joined the Library of Michigan in July 1984 and took 
early retirement in 1995. Mrs. Callard is a past director and 
officer of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, having 
served terms from 1987 through 1991. [submitted 20 May 1996 
by Kim S. Harrison, New Hudson, Michigan] 

Joy Reisinger, CGRS, is the 1996 recipient of the Grahame 
T. Smallwood Jr. Award of Merit. This is the highest honor 
of the Association of Professional Genealogists and is present
ed annually to recognize the outstanding commitment and 
service of one of its members. In her remarks, APG President 
Kay Ingalls noted that Mrs. Reisinger, a professional genealo
gist, personifies the objectives of APG. Those include promot
ing professional and ethical standards, keeping abreast of 
current laws and trends affecting the field of genealogy, and 
helping to educate the membership and the public. Mrs. 
Reisinger is a Certified Genealogical Record Searcher, the 
immediate past vice president of APG, a member of the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies and the National Genea
logical Society's joint committee on Records Access and 
Preservation, a founding member of the Genealogical Speak
ers Guild, and -current vice president of the Board for Certifi
cation of Genealogists. 

14-17 August 1996 Come Join Us 
and ... 

Learn 
Explore 

Play 

o~ 
FIvE-GENERATION WEDDING CAKE. At their recent wed
ding, the genealogical interests of Philip Abensur and Lau
rence Hazan were physically embodied in the five generations 
inscribed on the cake. Beginning at the top with the bride and 
groom, the descending layers named parents, grandparents, 
great-grandparents and great-great-grandparents. The couple 
said, "We had great fun looking at people turning around (the 
cake) and saying, 'Oh, here is my grandmother' or 'Where is 
my name?'" Abensur is president of the Cercle de Genealogie 
Juive, the French Jewish genealogical society. Hazan is a 
memberuf-itsboard of directors. 

3-6 September 1997 

Rochester, New York 

For additional iDformation, 
contact FGS Business 

OMce, P.O. Box 830220, 
Richardson, TX 75083-0220 

or call (214) 907-9727. Dallas, Texas 
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DOES ANYONE KNow WHERE My FILE Is? 
(continued from page 1) 
The-Head. All there is about you and your 
family in the world consists of little rem
nants of what your ancestors left as they 
passed through this mortal coil." (Now 
that lady had a flair for language. "Mortal 
coil" is hot stuff. I must use that some 
time.) 

"What do you mean?" I said. 
"You imbecile, you! let me explain in 

short words since you seem to have trou
ble absorbing abstract ideas. Four hundred 
years ago, one of your ancestors, a tin
smith by trade, made a pot that he sold in 
the central market in Erfurt, Germany, at 
a price that was considered by the buyer 
to be way too high. Your ancestor was 
sued by the buyer and taken to court. The 
court record (Volume 524, page 361, 
subfolio CIX, city of Erfurt, now located 
in the federal archives in Berlin) recorded 
his name, the name of the suing party, 
and the price of the pot as well as the fact 
that your ancestor was found guilty of 
price gouging and spent one month in the 
slammer." 

"I don't want that information, "1 said, 
"I want his birth certificate, full name, 
name of wife (including maiden name), 
date of death, death certificate, plus the 
names of all his children as well as the 
full names of all their spouses. That's 
what I want. What do I care about a law
suit in 1595? And besides, no one in my 
family was ever in, as you indelicately put 
it, 'the slammer'! I'll have you know that 
we are all descended from kings and 
dukes and stuff like that. " 

"You better start learning to love the 
kind of information that is out there, " said 
my new-found friend, "because that is 
what you will get if you are very, very 
fortunate. Besides, birth and death certifi
cates are a relatively new invention." 

"How do you know all this," I coun
tered, "and how did my ancestor get to 
Erfurt if he wasn't born there? My family 
came from Lithuania and Poland." 

"No, they didn't." my friend replied. 
"Nobody came from Lithuania and Po
land. They came from somewhere else 
until they eventually went to Lithuania and 
Poland and ultimately found residences in 
these countries. And how I know this is 
because it happened to one of my ances
tors, and I was telling you this story in 
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the hope of getting through that thick skull 
of yours. Finding the court records about 
that pot is what genealogy is all about. 
And finding out how your ancestor got to 
Erfurt in the first place is also what gene
alogy is all about. It took me four years to 
find that information, and the day I did, I 
bought myself a bottle of LaFitte-Roth
schild, 1929, and savored it with a Big 
Mac, some large fries, and, for dessert, a 
cherry lello accompanied by an entire box 
of Twinkies, the kind with the gooey stuff 
inside. " 

Ever since that fateful encounter in the 
New York Public, I have been looking for 
those little fragments that my ancestors 
left in this world as they passed through 
this mortal coil. (See! I got it in.) On 

good days, I find nothing. On bad days, I 
find contradictory information or data that 
shows unequivocally that I have been 
slogging through the wrong family for 
three months. On very bad days, the mi
crofIlm reader at the local Mormon stake 
is busted beyond human comprehension, 
the part needed to fix it is in Pakistan, and 
seated next to me at the only functioning 
reader is a researcher who asks me if I 
ever considered the advantages of both a 
good insurance program and becoming a 
tree worshipper. 

Now this whole story is being written 
for the sole purpose of trying to help all 
the new genealogical researchers to get 
their expectations set at the right level. 
The rules are these: 

• There is no fIle. The Department of 
Commerce never heard of you. They are 

doing the other person's fIle. 
• Once in a while you'll find a cousin 

who has genealogical data, but it is proba
bly all wrong, your name will be mis
spelled, and slhe will have you identified 
both as illegitimate and an adoptee which 
may give you and your descendants some 
trouble for the next seven generations 
depending on how you handle illegitimacy. 

• If it is out there, you have two prob
lems: (1) identifying 'there' and, (2) 
finding it, whatever it is. When you do 
find it, it. will probably be a report of the 
death by hanging of your direct paternal 
5-times grandfather, who was convicted of 
being either a horse thief, a bigamist, or 
an ax murderer. Now that's genealogical 
success! 

• If you don't know much, other gene
alogical researchers will help you for 
about one hour and then drop you like a 
hot potato when they fmd out you are not 
a relation. However, during the time that 
they do assist you, you are obliged, by 
international protocol. and genealogical 
convention, to feed them. 

• The joy of genealogy-it's up there 
on the bookstore shelf next to The Joy of 
Sex-is as much in the search as in the 
fmd. Oh, the wonderful things you will 
learn about living in Turkey in 1542, life 
in Kentucky in 1875, the main population 
consequences of the Irish potato famine, 
population shifts in the American census 
of 1900 as caused by poverty in Sicily, 
the exquisite scholarship of my ancestors 
in Lithuania, and a good recipe for 
chopped liver. So those of you out there 
who are posting inquiries in magazines 
and on the Internet such as, "How do I 
find out about my great-uncle's nephew's 
sister's son, Louie Bzptflk, who had blue 
eyes and a wart on his nose?" keep post
ing. But it is very unlikely that anyone 
will respond to tell you that Louie Bzptflk 
became the leading brain surgeon in Oma
ha, c1913, where he did the first Nebras
kan brain transplant. And the reason why 
no one will tell you this story is because 
it is buried in Omaha newspapers all of 
which you are going to have to research, 
yourself, alone, in a dusty corner of the 
Omaha public library as penance for not 
realizing what a terrific history your 
family has. 

I conclude by ponderously stating the 



obvious. A vast body of literature has 
grown up about "How to do your genealo
gy," and even specialized subsets such as 
"How to do your German genealogy." It 
can be even more precise: "How to do 
your Bavarian-German genealogy." The 
volume of this helpful literature is now so 
large that becoming acquainted with it is 
almost more forbidding than doing your 
genealogy. The preparation and publica
tion of helpful genealogical literature is a 
cottage industry in America and else
where. Little firms in Arkansas and Utah 
are cranking out brochures that are sold 
for very modest amounts about cemeteries 
in Cape May County, New Jersey, or 
Minnesota Swedish Immigration Statistics 
(which mayor may not help you much). 

Suppose you pose to yourself a ques
tion as simple as, "How do I get Louie 
Bzpttlk's death certificate from Omaha?" 
Eventually you will learn that there are 
several books that deal with obtaining 
vital records from every corner of Ameri
ca. Most of them work fine. Some don't. 

. Therefore, doing your genealogy partly 
involves devoting the time needed to 
become familiar with the basic genealogi
cal "How" and "Where to Write" litera
ture. 

Genealogy is, if I may paraphrase 
Mark Twain, 99 % perspiration and 1 % 
inspiration, though the percentages may 
be somewhat inaccurate. As much as I 
would like to find someone to do the 99 % 
part, I always wind up doing it myself, 
and in the long run I am happy that I did 
do it because the voyage was as fascinat
ing as its conclusion. 

Now I must go. There is a microfilm 
waiting for me in the Mormon stake of 
San Jose that deals with the community of 
Erfurt in the 16th century. Maybe there 
will be something in it about pot makers. 
Probably not. But I am going to look 
anyway. And who knows ... ? 

Oh yes, does anyone out there know 
where my file is? 

aa. aa. aa. aa. aa. 
[Daniel N. Leeson is a retired mM 

executive and a member of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of San I"rancisco. He 
compiled an Index to the 1784 Census of 
the Jews of Alsace (France). His family is 
from Eastern Europe and his genealogic 
interest derives from his wife's family 
being from Eastern France.] 

FGS FORUM 

BELIEVERS AND ACmEVERS: 
ROLES FOR A MATURING COMMUNITY 
(continued from page 3) 
believe that we represent one of the larg
est single constituencies in the country. 
We must also believe that it is acceptable 
to act upon this fact. What other groups 
can claim upwards of 115 million members 
with nearly 20 million active individuals? 

Once we truly appreciate how conse
quential genealogical research is and we 
really believe that it is acceptable to re
sponsibly wield the clout that comes from 
being one of the largest constituent groups 
in the United States, we have started the 
process of graduating from only being 
believers to also being achievers. I have 
some very concrete suggestions for how 
we as genealogists can be achievers. 

Three Ways 
First, we must commit to making a 

tangible statement about our priorities 
with our personal and financial resources. 
We must do this by joining our local 
genealogical society. By joining, I mean 
not just paying annual dues but actually 
joining in the work of the society-attend
ing meetings, assisting with projects, and 
responsibly holding office. There are 
numerous reasons why this is important. 
First, as the old truism goes, there is 
strength in numbers. Second, as the Fed
eration has been saying for years, "togeth
er we can make it happen." Collectively 
so much more can be accomplished in the 
genealogical field than individually. Final
Iy, active membership in organized genea
logical societies can assist in focusing 
efforts and resources on projects and 
programs that will have the most substan
tial impact on current and future genealo
gists. 

Second, we must have our genealogical 
societies join the Federation of Genealogi
cal Societies. Membership in the Federa
tion is a tangible way for all of us through 
our local societies to support projects of 
national importance, especially in the 
records preservation and access arena. 
The Records Preservation and Access 
committee was directly involved in saving 
the records of the Railroad Retirement 

the Stern NARA Gift Fund, the Federa
tion actively participates in marshaling the 
resources of the genealogical community 
toward having important federal docu
ments microfilmed and made available for 
researchers. The Federation is involved at 
the ground level in the monumental under
taking of coordinating the data input vol
unteers for the Civil War Soldiers System 
which, when completed, will provide 
unprecedented access to Civil War data 
and have an almost limitless capacity for 
expansion. Membership in the Federation 
also provides our societies with important 
management strategies and a place of 
support when organizational or operational 
challenges arise as well as a benefit pack
age value exceeding the price of member
ship. 

Third, we can become achievers by 
joining the National Genealogical Society . 
It is important in any field of endeavor for 
the national organization to have wide 
support and a large, representative mem
bership. Besides receiving excellent publi
cations and worthwhile online services 
provided through its homepage, member
ship in the National Genealogical Society 
is a statement that yes, we support schol
arly research in the genealogical field and 
we are committed to having a significant 
presence at the national level. As previ
ously stated, though, our membership in 
the National Genealogical Society needs to 
be more than just paying the dues. We 
need to stay informed about issues facing 
the society and inform the society about 
issues we face as individual researchers. 
We need to support the major activities of 
the society and have a voice in seeing that 
the major programs of the society meet 
our individual research and education 
needs. 

Certainly there are many more ways to 
get involved. Pick one (or some!) and act. 
The words Arsenio Hall used in the open
ing segment of his talk shows are appro
priate here, "Let's get busy!" Let's take 
our roles in the genealogical community 
seriously. If we don't, we cannot expect 
to be taken seriously. 
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The Board for Certification of Geneal
ogists announces the retirement of its 
longtime executive director, John Freder
ick Dorman, CO, FASO, FVOS, FNOS, and 
the appointment of Marty Hiatt, CORS, to 
succeed him in that post. Mr. Dorman, 
who has been certified by the Board since 
its creation in 1964, has served the agency 
in many capacities, including president 
(1979-82) and executive director (1982-), 
during which time he has maintained a 
prodigious career as a genealogical schol
ar, author, and publisher. 

Ms. Hiatt, a former councilor of the 
National Genealogical Society and an 
NGS national conference chair, is-with 
her husband Craig Scott, CORS-the editor 
and publisher of Northern Virginia Gene
alogy and proprietor of Willow Bend 
Press. With this administration change, 
BCG returns to its original home in the 
nation's capitol, where it has been incor
porated since its inception. The new ad
dress is: 

Board for Certification of Genealogists 
P.O. Box 14291 
Washington, DC 20044 

[24 March 1996 from Elizabeth Shown 
Mills, CO, COL, BCG President.] 

* * * * 
Patricia Law Hatcher, Certified Gene

alogist, of Dallas, Texas, has been named 
the 1996 ASG Scholar by the American 
Society of Genealogists. The award car
ries a $500 scholarship, applicable toward 
tuition and expenses at the 1996 National 
Institute of Genealogical Research (NIGR). 
NIGR, held for one week each July and 
based at the National Archives in Wash
ington, D.C., is the nation's oldest insti
tute for genealogical education, having 
been founded in 1950. The institute pro
vides a unique program of advanced in
struction in the use of National Archives 
records. Attendance is limited to forty 

students. * * * * 
Genealogical societies and libraries 

wishing to receive copies of Doubleday 
Families of America, published in 1993, 
may contact Stephen D. Rockstroh, 113 
Peckham Street, S.E., Port Charlotte, FL 
33952. Mr. Rockstroh will donate a copy 
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to genealogical organizations which order 
one on letterhead. An acknowledgment is 
requested. Copies are available to others 
for $25.00 postpaid. This new, revised, 
and limited edition is by Stephen Rock
stroh and Margaret Curfman and is a 
history of Doubleday families from the 
time of their immigration to the New 
World down to the present. The book is 
400 pages, 8 1/2 by 11 inches, with hand 
bound blue cover on which the title is 
stamped in gold. Over 1100 of the 
Doubleday surnames and more than 1700 
others of over 600 different surnames are 
indexed. 

* * * * 
Dr. Loren Horton, a 24-year staff 

member of the Iowa Historical Society, 
retired 22 March 1996. Horton, who has 
been called Mr. History, the Iowa trivia 
expert or an Iowa encyclopedia, was 
named . iowa's senior historian in 1993. 
For nearly 20 years, Horton served as the 
Iowa Historical Society's field service 
coordinator, traveling to each of the 
state's 99 counties to assist local muse
ums, genealogists, educators and the 
general public. Horton also served two 
years as the coordinator of the Society's 
Historical Resource DevelopmentProgram 
(HRDP), the grant agency which provides 
funding to preserve Iowa's historical 
resources. A press release describes his 
favorite topic as death, in particular, 
grave markers and Victorian funeral 
practices. [20 March 1996 press release 
from Tom Morain, State Historical Soci
ety of Iowa] 

* * * * 
A copy of Seward and Related Fami

lies, by George C. Seward, second edi
tion, incorporating We Remember Carroll, 
is a 316-page, genealogical-historical ac
count of the author's branch of the Sew
ard family from the mid-16OOs and in
cludes information about related families. 
We Remember Carroll is a 54-page tribute 
to the author's wife prepared by her fami
ly and friends following her death. Cop
ies may be requested on library letterhead 
from George C. Seward, 48 Greenacres 
Avenue ,'Scarsdale , NY 10583. Copies are 

available to others for $28.50 which in
cludes delivery. 

* * * * 
The American Society of Genealogists 

was founded in 1940 as the field's "Hon
orary scholastic society." Fellowship in 
the society, limited at all times to fifty 
living genealogists, is based upon the 
quality and quantity of an individual's 
published scholarship. ASG's goal of 
fostering the highest standards of research 
and publication underlies a number of 
education programs, including NIGR. 
Elizabeth Shown Mills, vice-president of 
ASG and chairperson of the ASG Scholar 
Award Committee, reports that competi
tion for the award was keen and that the 
research papers received in support of 
each candidate were of exceptionally high 
quality. According to Mills, "Ms. Hatch
er's study, 'A Multiplicity of Marys: 
Corrections and Additions to Genealogies 
of the Abbott, Hale, Hovey, Jackson, and 
Jewett Families of Essex County, Massa
chusetts,' is an excellent model for all 
genealogists perplexed by confusing iden
tifies and elusive wives." An earlier form 
of the paper can be found in The Ameri
can Genealogist 68 (June 1993): 77-83. 
[16 April 1996 memo from Elizabeth 
Shown Mills, CO, COL] 

* * * * 
Guild Press of Indiana has combined 

with Objective Computing to produce a 
comprehensive electronic research tool on 
the American Civil War. They have pro
duced, on one CD-ROM, all of the fol
lowing: The War of the Rebellion: A 
Compilation of the Official Records of the 
Union and Confederate Armies, Regimen
tal Losses in the American Civil War by 
William Fox, A Compendium of the War 
of the Rebellion by Frederick H. Dyer, 
Users Guide to the Official Records by 
Allen and Barbara Aimone; and Guide 
Index to the Official Records edited by 
historians at the National Archives. The 
$450 CD-ROM may be ordered from 
Guild Press of Indiana, Inc., 6000 Sunset 
Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46208 or call (317) 
253-0097. [From Guild Press oflndiana's 
brochure and information sheet] 
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ALABAMA 
Morgan County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

624 Bank Street NE 
Decatur, AL 35601 

Tid-Bits, Vol. I extracts births, marriages, 
deaths, and other items of an historical 
nature that appeared in the Alabama En
quirer, published in Hartselle, from 1887-
1901. 214 pages, full name index. John
son Chapel Cemetery lists burials from 
one of the largest rural cemeteries in 
North Alabama. Burials date back to 
about 1870. Ten Years of Marriages, 
1896-1906. 

ARIZONA 
The Family History Society oC Arizona, Inc. 

P.O. Box 63094 
Phoenix, AZ 85082-3094 

Tempe Double Butte Cemetery Book con
tains more than 7,000 headstone readings, 
a surname index, and a brief history of 
the cemetery. Graves date from 1892 to 
present. 150 pages. 

CALIFORNIA 
Palm Springs Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 2093 
Palm Springs, CA 92263-2093 

Palm Springs Cemetery District Inter
ments from 1894 through February 15, 
1995 includes date of birth, date of death, 
and date of interment, along with ceme
tery location. Palm Springs High School 
Seniors, Years 1939 through 1996 gives 
for approximately 18,500 names of high 
school seniors, the year the person was a 
senior and married name, if applicable. 
This title available on 3 112 diskette. 

Whittier Area Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 4367 

Whittier, CA 90607-4367 
Vital Records Index, Whittier, CA News

papers 1888-1930 lists over 11,000 names 
from items on adoptions, births, marriages, 
deaths and divorces. 

COLORADO 
Columbine Genealogical and Historical 

Society, Inc. 
7231 Wiltshire Court 

Highlands Ranch, CO 80126-4149 
Saint Paul's Episcopal Church, 1871-

1919 [and] Saint Timothy's Episcopal 
Church, 1951-1983: An Indexed Every
Name Abstract of Original Records In
cluding a History of the Congregations. 
This is the second in a series of guides to 
microfilm of early Littleton, Colorado, 
church records. Abstracted are the records 
of baptisms, baptized persons, confirma
tions, marriages, communicant rolls and 
deaths from the church registers. Identi
fies principals, parents, witnesses, dates 
of events, and volume and page references 
to the original records. First Presbyterian 
Church of Littleton was published in 1995. 

Hinsdale County Historical Society 
P.O. Box 353 

Lake City, CO 81235 

Cemeteries of Hinsdale County, Colorado 
1874-1995, details burial locations 
throughout Hinsdale County with bio
graphical information on a majority of 
1100 men, women, and children who 
were buried in the county. Index to over 
7200 proper names. This is a revision of 
the original 1986 publication with addi
tional biographical information and histor
ic photographs. 

GEORGIA 
Georgia Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 54575 
Atlanta, GA 30308-0575 

Georgia Sources for Family History, 
compiled by Robert Holcomb Warnock. 

ILLINOIS 
Palm Springs Genealogical Society 

[See California, above, Cor address] 
Index to Coles County, IL Cemeteries, 

available on diskette. Covers vols. 1 & 2 
of the four volume work, The Prairie 

Sleeps, approximately 108 cemeteries. 
More than 35,000 names from the early 
1800s. NOTE: Requires 4 mil bytes of 
hard drive space to run program. 

Will/Grundy Genealogical Society 
Special Publications 

P.OBox24 
Wilmington, IL 60481-0024 

The 1850 Federal Census of Grundy 
County, Illinois, lists names of more than 
3,000 pioneers living in Grundy County in 
1850. In addition, a mortality schedule 
lists persons who died in the county dur
ing the twelve-month period prior to June 
1 of that year. Footnotes tie misspelled 
names to current usage. An every-name 
index includes names as listed by the cen
sus taker and the corrected spellings. 

Jefferson Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 961 

Metairie, LA 70004-0961 
JGS Surname Index includes over 5,000 

surnames for mainly Louisiana but also 
various states and countries. Names are 
cross-indexed as well. The Society pub
lishes a newsletter six times per year, 
offers mini-workshops, field trips, month
ly meetings with speakers and free hand
outs, and group discussions at every other 
monthly meeting. Four special interest 
groups are offered: the St. Domingue, 
Irish, Roots IV, and Computer. 

MAINE 
Maine Genealogical Society 

c/o Russell S. Bickford 
P.O. Box 2194 

Augusta, ME 04338-2194 
Vital Records from the Eastport Sentinel, 

1818-1900, transcribed by Kenneth L. 
Wiley, contains all vital records found in 
the 2,575 issues published during this 
period of time. The newspaper served 
Washington County and the surrounding 
regions and printed entries for Canadians 
as well as Americans. The index and al
phabetical tax list include about 45,000 
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entries. There are a total of 11,538 
deaths, 6,142 marriages, 670 births, 
14,410 tax records plus some probate 
notices and items of general interest. 896 
pages. 

MICmGAN 
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 777 
Marshall, MI 49068 

Calhoun County Pioneer Certificates are 
available to those who can prove direct 
descent from an early resident in one of 
three categories: Pioneer Pre-1861, Set
tIer 1861-1890, Builder 1891-1920. 

Northeast Michigan Genealogical Society 
c/o Jesse Besser Museum 

491 W. Johnson Street 
Alpena, MI 49707 

Index to 1903 Plat Book for Alpena, 
Montmorency and Presque Isle Counties, 
fully indexes first and last names, page 
number legal description and indication of 
residence of individuals as well as helping 
to locate churches, schools, cemeteries, 
some businesses, post offices, lakes, 
towns and settlements. 10,626 entries and 
85 pages of reproduced maps. Death En
tries in Early Alpena, Michigan Newspa
pers, 7 vols., 1871 through 1994. Index of 
Naturalization Records at Alpena County 
Courthouse for the 26th Judicial Circuit 
1878-1978 includes over 2,000 records 
from the counties of Alpena, Cheboygan, 
Montmorency and Presque Isle. Lot Pur
chasers, Holy Cross Cemetery, 1887-1939 
includes, for Alpena, cemetery lot pur
chasers with address and date of purchase 
for this Catholic cemetery. 

MONTANA 
Western Montana Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 2714 
Missoula, MT 59806-2714 

Index to the Vital Records listed in the 
Daily Missoulian, three volumes (1900-
1904; 1905-1909; 1910-1914); Pre-1990 
Index of Vital Records of Missoula Area 
Newspapers (indexes eleven Missoula area 
newspapers published between 1870-
1899); and Index to the Burials of Miss
oula County (vol. 1, Missoula City Ceme
tery; vol. 2, Other Missoula County cem
eteries). The newspaper indexes include 
these events: adoptions, births, special 
birthdays, deaths, divorces, legal name 
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changes, and persons institutionalized, 
married, missing in action during war 
years, and naturalized'. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Columbia Chapter 

South Carolina Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 11353 

Columbia, SC 29211 

South Carolina: A Guide for Genealogists 
by Theresa Hicks discusses the develop
ment of state government and the records 
created as well as early migration pat
terns, and records such as vital, cemetery, 
church, military, and newspapers. In
cludes maps. Updated and reprinted from 
1985 publication. 228 pages. 

UTAH 
BYU Studies 

Brigham Young University 
Provo, UT 84602 

Hearts Turned to the Fathers: A History 
of the Genealogical Society of Utah, 
1894-1994, co-written by James B. Allen, 
Jessie L. Embry and Kahlile B. Mehr, is 
an in-depth account of one of the world's 
most important genealogical organizations. 
Topics include why Latter-day Saints are 
involved in family history; the microfilm
ing program; the growth of family history 
centers; the extraction and automation 
programs. 

VIRGINIA 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 62901 
Virginia Beach, VA 23466-2901 

Regular meetings are held at the Virginia 
Beach Central Library on the second 
Thursday of each month from September 
through May. A dinner is held in June 
and a picnic in August. Classes for begin
ners are conducted before the regular 
meetings. The Computer Special Interest 
Group meets the evening before the regu
lar meeting. Queries in the newsletter are 
free to members and cost $1 for nonmem
bers. 

WASHINGTON 
Olympia Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1313 
Olympia, WA 98507 

Cemetery Records of Thurston County, 
Washington. More than 24,500 names 
from 21 cemeteries are listed alphabetical-

ly in three volumes. Each listing includes 
the name, date of birth, date of death, and 
any other information on the headstone. 
The information for all 21 cemeteries is 
presented in one alphabetical listing. Each 
volume includes a brief description and/or 
history of each cemetery. 

Kittitas County Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 1342 

Ellensburg, WA 98926-1342 

School Census Records of Kittitas Coun
ty, Washington, is divided into two sec
tions with a surname index at the back of 
each section. Entries are in numerical 
order by school district. The parent or 
guardian is listed for each child with the 
age of the child and weeks in school for 
each year. Section I covers 1894-1895; 
section II 1896-1900. Other publications 
include Voters Registration 1914-1919, 
Kittitas County; I.O.O.F. Cemetery Re
cords Through 1987 Ellensburg; Early 
Marriage Records 1883-1910, Kittitas 
County; Kittitas County Miscellaneous 
Records 1882-1914. Many other publica
tions available and in progress. 

New books! 

Arkansas Death Record 
Index) 1914-1923 

145,259 records, 572 pp, $49.50 

Arkansas Death Record 
Index) 1934-1940 

120,439 records, 475 pp, $49.50 
Finally, Arkansas has opened state death 
record indexes more than 50 years old and 
the first segments are available now! 
These books list the deceased person's 
name, county from which the death was 
reporte4" and date of death. Everyone who 
died in Arkansas isn't listed, only the folks 
whose deaths were reported to the state, 
but it's a wonderful resource. 

Orderfrom: 

Arkansas Research 
POBox 303 
Conway, AR 72033 
Call toll-free for credit 
card orders only: 1-800/361-1484 

Add $3.00 shipping for the first book and 
$1.00 for each additional. Ark. residents 
add 4.5% sales tax. For VISA & 
MasterCard orders, send card # and expo 
date. For other inquiries: 5011470·1120. 
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GREAT IOWA TREASURE HUNT: 

IOWA GENEALOGISTS BECOME GOOD SAMARITANS 
by Connie Street, President, 
Iowa Genealogical Society 

Genealogical societies in Iowa are 
taking part in the state's "Great Iowa 
Treasure Hunt" and putting important 
records in the hands of family members. 

The Great Iowa Treasure Hunt is a 
program directed by the Iowa Treasurer 
of State in which an attempt is made to 
locate owners of abandoned safe deposit 
boxes, bank accounts, and securities. If a 
financial institution has no contact with 
the owner for a certain number of years, 
the box contents are considered to be 
abandoned. The treasurer's office then 
takes possession. The treasurer's office is 
required by law to keep the contentsfor 
ten years and make an attempt to locate 
the rightful owners. Items of monetary 
value such as cash or jewelry are sold at 
auction, with the state keeping detailed 
records in case an owner comes forward 
at a later date. The owner would then 
receive the cash value of the sold items. 

The treasurer is supposed to destroy 
the remaining contents after ten years. 

In 1995 the treasurer's office was 
scheduled to destroy the first batch of safe 
deposit contents. Instead, the state treasur
er, Michael Fitzgerald, contacted the Iowa 
Genealogical Society and asked if it would 
have an interest in taking possession of 
the items and attempting to locate the 
owners. It was noted that some of the 
boxes contained deeds, diaries, marriage 
certificates, letters, and at least one Civil 
War discharge. 

The agreement was made with little 
hesitation and IGS signed a contract with 
the treasurer's office which can be re
newed annually. IGS then distributed the 
safe deposit contents to the chapters where 
the contents originated. 

Upon acceptance of the contents, each 
chapter agreed to make an attempt to 
locate rightful owners or their descen
dants. If any are found, the state treasurer 

is to be notified. After one year, each 
society may use its discretion to destroy 
the contents or have them archived in a 
local library. 

IGS has nearly 90 chapter societies 
across the state representing nearly every 
county. All were thrilled at the chance to 
help with the project. In fact, those who did 
not receive box contents were disappointed. 

Fitzgerald said he felt it was the right 
decision not to give up finding the own
ers. "I know if one of those boxes be
longed to one of my ancestors, I'd appre
ciate someone making an extra attempt to 
put the items in my hand." He added, "I 
am truly grateful that your fine association 
is willing and able to undertake this pro
ject. Undoubtedly, you will make some 
people very happy through your efforts. " 

The contents were delivered in July 
1995. It didn't take long for our regional 
representatives to get busy. Many of them 
peeked into the envelopes before they left 
the IGS office. 

Ken Marlin of Anamosa, regional 
representative for the east central region 
of the state, noted one envelope that par
ticularly interested him. It was from Scott 
County and it contained several personal 
items including marriage and birth certifi
cates, Social Security cards, and letters. 
One of those letters was from a U.S. 
Senator concerning the owner's son being 
wounded in World War II. Another letter 
notified the young hero that he would be 
awarded the Purple Heart. 

The surname was somewhat unusual. 
Ken looked in the Quad-Cities phone 
book, expecting that anyone with that 
name would likely be related. He found 
one listing and wrote a letter to the wom
an explaining what he had and how he had 
obtained it. He asked her to contact him if 
she was related to the owner of the origi
nal safe deposit box. 

The woman had moved to Mississippi 
but received the letter. She thought the 
owner might be her grandfather. Sure 
enough, a few weeks later, Ken received 
a call from the woman's father in Texas. 
Ken was able to verify that the man was 
the son of the property owner. The man 
explained that over the years the family 
had been separated and had lost close 
contact. He was delighted to learn the 
treasures his father had locked away years 
ago were intact and his for the asking. 

A few weeks later, Gladys Mittman, 
vice-president of the Muscatine County 
Genealogical Society, followed suit and 
~cated owners of two envelopes by look
ing through probate records. 

Chapters must not ask for money for 
their efforts. Gladys did ask to be reim
bursed for the cost of mailing the packages. 
When a check arrived, it was for a much 
larger amount than the postage. Not want
ing to chance problems with the state for 
doing a good deed, she asked IGS to 
check with the state treasurer's office. 
Their response was, "As long as you 
didn't ask for a donation, go ahead and 
accept it." 

Whether through detective work or 
genealogical know-how, the efforts of 
researchers like Ken Marlin and Gladys 
Mittman have helped turn lost treasures 
into family heirlooms. Iowa's Great Trea
sure Hunt provides a servi.ce to the com
munity by reconnecting families with 
pieces of their past. Isn't that what geneal
ogy is all about? 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

[Connie Street of Wapello, Iowa, is the 
president of the Iowa Genealogical Soci
ety. She lectures on a variety of genealog
ical topics. To learn more about the Iowa 
Great Treasure Hunt, contact the Iowa 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7735, 
Des Moines, IA 50322-7735.] 
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Marsha HojJmLzn Rising, CG, CGL, FASG, of Springfield, Missouri, is the FORUM Book Review Editor. 
Publications for review should be sent to her at 2324 East Nottingham, Springfield, MO 65804. 

A new reviewer joins us this quarter. Howard Menzel's fascinating review of After the Wall reminds 
us that serious genealogists need to look beyond lists, indexes and family genealogies to truly understand 
who our ancestors were and how we have become who we are. We hope to hear more from Howard in 
the future. 

After The Wall. By Marc Fisher. Pub
lished by Simon & Schuster Publishing 
Company, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, 
New York, NY 10020. 1995. Order from 
local bookstores or directly from the 
publisher. 350 pp. Bibliography, index, 
references. Hardbound. $25.00. 

If you are German, researching Ger
man ancestors or just plain interested in 
contemporary Germany, this book is a 
definite "must read" for you! The author 
was bureau chief for the Washington Post 
in Bonn and Berlin from 1989 until 1993. 
In 1993, he won the Overseas Press Club 
Award for best interpretation of foreign 
news. He combines brilliant analysis with 
sensitive understanding to portray Germa
ny's current acceptance and future pros
pects in the family of nations. Some of his 
conclusions include that there is a tribal
ism that divides and unites the Germans, 
even on the eve of the 21st century. Ger
mans suffer from, in his terms, an "iden
tity deficit disorder" because reunification 
forced many Germans to confront the root 
question of what it means to be a German. 
The reunited Germany that has emerged 
from euphoric 1989, the year the Wall 
fell, is neither a power to be feared nor 
yet a rich, stable democracy to be ad
mired. 

Throughout his book Fisher focuses 
not on groups, but on individuals, and on 
the basic unit of organization in any 
society-the family. He quickly discov
ered the "Gap"-the period of German 
history between 1930 and 1945 that indi
viduals, public officials and museums 
intentionally seem to overlook when relat
ing a history of their past and present. 
Germany's burden, and its hope, lie in 
how its people deal with a history of both 
anguish and glory. To grow toward nor
malcy Germans, like all of us, must deal 
with the realities of their parents' and 
grandparents' world and accept the bur-
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dens of the past as their own. 
Fisher boldly and candidly explores all 

facets of modem German history, includ
ing anti-Semitism, immigration and natu
ralization policy, treatment of foreigners, 
bureaucratic authoritarianism, cultural 
differences, the social welfare state, the 
not entirely "free" press, to name a few. 
Despite his penetrating and critical exami
nation, this author leaves the reader with 
an awareness of his affection for Germa
ny, it's people, and a sincere wish for 
success in their struggle to confront the 
future. 

Howard Kuhn Menzel 
Santa Barbara, California 

**** 
lmmigmnt Servant Contracts Registered 
at the Port of Philodelphia 1817-1831. 
By Farley Grubb. Published by the 
Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc. 
1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 
21202-3897. 1994. xii, 146 pp. Index. 
Hardcover. $20 plus $3.50 shipping 
($1.25 for each additional book). 

From an unpublished manuscript in the 
Pennsylvania State Library in Harrisburg, 
the author has transcribed Book C of the 
Redemptioners. This contract registry is 
one of the few existing documents avail
able to identify German immigrants arriv
ing in Philadelphia during the period 
1817-1820, after which the government 
began accumulating passenger lists. 

Included in chronological order are the 
names of 1035 immigrant servants; the 
buyer's name and occupation; initial town
ship, county and state of residence; sum
mary of indenture contract; consents if the 
immigrant was a minor; and resales, the 
reassignment of servants and outright 
releases of servants. In some cases, family 
reconstruction is possible because family 
members indentured themselves as a 
group. 

W h i let h e Marsha Hoffman Rising 

author does an admirable job of transcrib
ing this material, he doesn't advise his 
readers how to gain additional informa
tion. He cites Book A of this series, but 
doesn't state if it has been published or 
microfilmed. He does say that Book B is 
presumably lost. It would be helpful for 
the reader to know if one can obtain 
photocopies of the original manuscript if 
an indentured servant of interest is uncov
ered. Nevertheless, Mr. Grubb is to be 
commended for bringing these contracts to 
our attention. This transcription makes 
one wonder what other treasures could be 
discovered in the Pennsylvania State 
Library. 

Judie Beyer-Amott 
Springfield, Missouri 

* * * * 
Colonists from Scotland: Emigration to 
North America, 1707-1783. By Ian 
Charles Cargill Graham. American 
Historical Association, reprinted for 
Clearfield Company, Inc., by Genealog
ical Publishing Co., 1001 N. Calvert 
St., Baltimore MD 21202-3897. (1956), 
rep. 1994. x, 213 pp. Bibliography, 
index. Softcover. $21.50 plus $3.50 
shipping. 

Providing an excellent social history of 
Scottish emigration to North America 
between 1707 and 1783, this is animpor
tant reference. It starts with the Act of 
Union in 1707 when Scotland and England 
were united, with Scotland accepting the 
Hanovarian succession to the English 
throne and the amalgamation of the two 
parliaments. The date is important because 
Scotland was given freedom of trade to all 
parts of the English colonial empire. Prior 
to this date, trade between Scotland and 
the colonies was banned. Emignltion 
required a special warrant, and population 
movement was limited. With the Act of, 



Union in 1707 and the subsequent increase 
in emigration, the book begins. The peri
od covered concludes in 1783. 

It is important to designate that this 
book examines the Scots, not the Scots
Irish, emigration. Poverty, overpopula
tion, rising rents, social readjustment in 
the Highlands, and the increasing facilities 
for transportation to America were all 
causes for this mass Scots movement. 
While examining the forces behind the 
emigration, the book notes the distinctions 
between the Lowlands and Highlands. 
Transportation for treason, felony and the 
drafting of troops to the colonies are also 
explored. Social reasons, especially the 
role of those who held land on lease in 
Scotland, but who desired to become 
landowners in North America, are out
lined here as well. 

Throughout the book, contemporary 
reports are given from all of the Scots 
colonies along the Eastern seaboard of 
North America. The experiences of those 
living in a variety of Scots communities is 
well described and includes the economic, 
political and military impact. 

If you are looking for clues about a 
specific colony, or where in Scotland your 
people came from, this is not the book for 
you. There is only a nominal, not an 
every name, index. For references to a 
particular colony or group of Scottish 
emigrants, you would need to read the 
whole book. This problem is further 
compounded by information about particu
lar groups occurring in different sections 
of the book as different aspects of the 
migration are examined. These weakness
es are somewhat offset by the comprehen
sive bibliography citing primary printed 
sources, newspapers and periodicals, and 
miscellaneous primary and secondary 
sources. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
Proprietors Records, Newbury, Massa
chusetts 1720-1768. Transcribed by 
Charles Delmar Townsend. Published 
by Aceto Bookmen, 5721 Antietam 
Drive, Sarasota, FL 34231. 1994. 101 
pp. Index. Softcover. $15.00 plus $2.00 
postage and handling. 

Connecticut Inscriptions New Haven 

County, Guilford-North Guilford. Tran
scri~ed by Charles Delmar Townsend in 
tile 1930s. Published by Aceto Book
'men, 5721 Antietam Drive, Sarasota, 
FL 34231. 1994. 101 pp. Index. Soft
cover. $20.00 plus $2.00 postage and 
handling. 

Record of Deaths in the Town of Lud
low, Vennont from 1790-1901 inclusive. 
Rufus S. Warner. Published by Aceto 
Bookmen, 5721 Antietam Drive, Sara
sota, FL 34231.1995. Softcover. $25.00 
plus $2.00 postage and handling. [Aceto 
Bookmen has produced an enlarged 
facsimile of the 1902 record.] 

Ohio Inscriptions: Ashtabula County 
(Windsor and Windsor Mills). Com
piled by Glenn E. Griswold. Facsimile 
reprint by Aceto Bookmen, 5721 Antie
tam Drive, Sarasota, FL 34231. 1994. 
39 pp. $8.00 plus $2.00 postage and 
handling. 

Index of Gazetteer of Windham County, 
Vennont. Compiled by Hamilton Child 
(1884). Reprinted by Aceto Bookmen, 
5721 Antietam Drive, Sarasota, FL 
34231. 1987.205 pp. Softcover. $10.00 
plus $2.00 postage and handling. 

Mr. Charles Townsend is providing a 
unique service by reprinting a number of 
specialized and hard-to-Iocate resources. 
In the above, the titles accurately describe 
the contents. Most of the material his 
company, Aceto Bookmen, is reproducing 
has been out of print for many years and 
this may be the only way they can become 
accessible to some researchers. In addition 
to the above records, he offers a number 
of other reproductions and facsimiles. 
Write for a complete list. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG 

* * * * 
Children of Orphan Trains, from New 
York to Rlinois and Beyond. Compiled 
by Janet Coble. Published by D1inois 
State Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 
10195, Springfield, IL 62791-0195, 
1994. 122 pp. Index. Softbound. $10.00 
member price, $12.00 nonmember; 
postage paid. 

In January 1853, The New York Juve
nile Asylum was opened to provide care 
for orphans between the ages of seven and 
fourteen. When it was decided that the 
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best solution for many of these children 
was to send them to a healthy, rural envi
ronment, rather than back to their former 
situations, the asylum's officers chose 
Illinois because of its agricultural nature. 
They probably also believed the distance 
from New York was sufficient to prevent 
the children from returning to their previ
ous unsavory conditions. 

By the fall of 1898, the Asylum began 
sending children to Iowa and other states 
in the West. For numerous reasons, in
cluding the scattering of the records of the 
New York Juvenile Asylum, no good 
source of information about Illinois or
phan train children existed. The author 
has collected material from courthouses 
and the University of Illinois Urbana
Champaign Library to present this list. 
Her original intention was to name only 
those children sent to Illinois, but as so 
little has been written about the New York 
Juvenile Asylum to date, she also included 
information that she located about children 
sent to other states as well. 

The information listed here includes 
the name of the orphan child (when 
known), the place and date of birth, age, 
date of trip, and the name of the family 
who took the child, including address and 
county of placement. 

Marie Martin Murphy 
Rochester, Illinois 

Remembering Rlinois Veterans. Pub
lished by the D1inois State Genealogical 
Society, P.O. Box 10195, Springfield, 
IL 62791-0195,1992.40 pp. Softbound, 
$6.00 for members; $7.20 for nonmem
bers, postage paid. 

This booklet is essentially the syllabus 
from the 1992 ISGS Spring conference. It 
consists of four sections: Military Records 
in the Illinois State Archives, ISGS Book 
Review Books concerning military mat
ters, Illinois State Historical Library 
handouts, and ISGS Quarterly military 
articles bibliography. Its real value is the 
listing of military material held by the 
Illinois State Archives. 

Marie Martin Murphy 
Rochester, Illinois 

* * * * 
Index to Prairie Pioneers of Rlinois, as 
of September 1, 1994. Published by the 

D1inois State Genealogical Society, P.O. 
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Box 10195, Springfield, IL 62791-0195. 
74 pp. Softbound. $8.00 for members, 
$9.60 for nonmembers, postage paid. 

The Prairie Pioneer Certificates are 
issued to direct descendants of settlers 
who came to Illinois before 1880. As of 
September 1994, those ancestors num
bered 2830, with more than 4,200 certifi
cates issued. These have been published in 
two volumes by the ISGS. The files for 
those published certificates are housed in 
the Illinois State Archives, Norton Build
ing, Springfield, IL 62756. 

The index is alphabetical by pioneer, 
with a cross index to spouse. The reader 
should be aware that while the evidence 
submitted with each application is re
viewed for consistency, no effort is made 
to verify that the evidence is completely 
accurate. However, if you have Illinois 
ancestors, this index is certainly worth a 
look. 

Marie Martin Murphy 
Rochester, Illinois 

* * * * 
Family Treasures: Videotaping Your 
Family Treasures. By Shala Mills Ban
nister. Published by Clearfield Compa
ny, 200 E. Eager, Baltimore, MD 
21202. 1994. 89 pp. Softcover. $11.95 
plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

The subtitle of this book is, "A guide 
to preserving your family's living history 
as an heirloom for future generations." 
The main body of the book focuses upon 
the questions applicable to an oral inter
view that can be recorded by either audio 
or video tape. The questions help guide 
the person interviewed to examine a vari
ety of time periods and events in his or 
her life. These questions could also be 
used if you want a guide for writing about 
your own heritage. 

The target audience for this book is 
people wanting to video tape their family 
history. The instructions for setting up 
and using the equipment is covered in a 
single five-page chapter with the interview 
process itself described in the following 
ten pages. The contrast between these two 
chapters should be your warning of a 
serious flaw in this book. The advice on 
how to use equipment in order to get a 
quality product is poor to misleading. As 
an example of its bad advice is the sug-
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gestion that using a tripod is optional. 
Furthermore, no mention is made of the 
importance of editing the video tape at a 
later date when you are producing a trea
sure worthy of sharing among the family. 

There is no index or bibliography in 
this book. Frankly, this book is not the 
best one to choose if you are looking for 
serious advice on videotaping your family 
story. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
Encyclopedia of American Family 
Names. The Definitive Guide to the 
5,000 Most Common Surnames in the 
United States. With Origins, Variations, 
Rankings, Prominent Bearers and Pub
lished Genealogies. By H. Amanda 
Robb and Andrew Chesler. New York: 
HarperCollins Publishers, 10 East 53rd 
Street, New York, NY 10022. 1995. x, 
710 pp. Introduction. Hardcover. 
$45.00. 

This book has an interesting origin. 
The grandfather of one of the authors 
earned his living by writing newspaper 
columns on surname etymology. His 
research files, discovered after his death, 
provided the impetus for this broader 
study. 

The surnames were selected from the 
1984 Report of Distribution of Surnames 
in the Social Security Number File pub
lished by the Social Security Administra
tion. The limitations of this report are 
carefully described. Each of the encyclo
pedia's 5,000 alphabetically arranged 
entries contains the Family Name ("root" 
name, derivatives, and variants), Frequen
cy Ranking, Social Security Count as of 
1980, Origin, Famous American Bearers 
of the name (if known), and Genealogies 
found in the Library of Congress's card 
catalog of genealogical titles. Entries 
range from the sparse for Leone: Ranking 
2269; S.S. Count: 20,116; Origin: Italian. 
Cognate to the English name Lyon; Gene
alogies: None known, to two or three 
column summaries. In addition to the files 
of Philip Slepian (the newspaper colum
nist), the authors consulted twenty refer
ences ranging from a selection of Who's 
Who publications to surname dictionaries. 

This is a handy desk-top reference for 
the most common contemporary names in 

America. However, don't overlook the 
published works that list genealogies not 
found in the Library of Congress, such as, 
Complement to Genealogies in the Library 
of Congress: A Bibliography and the very 
comprehensive Biography Genealogy 
Master Index by Herbert and McNeil. 

Sandra Hargreaves Luebking 
Western Springs, Illinois 

* * * * 
Indexing Genealogy Publications. By 
Josh Reeder. Published by Russell D. 
Earnest Associates, P.O.Box 490, Da
mascus, MD 20872-0490. 1994. 48 pp. 
Index. Softcover. $13.90 plus $2 ship
ping. 

As a researcher, you already know the 
value of a good index and the frustration 
when using a resource that is poorly 
indexed, or not indexed at all. If you are 
producing a resource such as a family 
history, a family or society newsletter, a 
local history, a chronology, a diary or any 
other publication, this book is worth 
conSUlting. 

This reference covers, in five chapters, 
the topics of: Indexing names-the every
name versus the surname index, guide
lines for cross referencing, the general 
index, compiling the index and formatting 
it. Throughout, the text provides a num
ber of questions that you will need to 
answer before you begin the indexing 
process. Unfortunately, these questions 
are not highlighted and the book could 
have been improved by pulling these 
questions together in one listing. The 
questions could then be referenced back 
into the text where fuller explanations of 
the choices could be obtained. For exam
ple, will you use the "dash" or "run-in" 
forms of subentries in your index? 

The index to this book is useful once 
you understand the indexing terminology 
which is discussed throughout the book. It 
does illustrate the author's suggested 
layout. Whether you are beginning an 
indexing project or seek to improve your 
indexing skills, this is a good resource. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
Weights, Money and other Measures 
used by our Ancestors. By Colin R. 
Chapman. Published by Genealogical 



Publishing Company, 1001 N. Calvert 
Street, Baltimore MD 21202. 1995. 
U.S.A. edition 1996. 92 pp. Bibliogra
phy, index, figures, tables. Softcover. 
$15 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

This book was originally published in 
England in 1995 as part of the Chapman 
Records Cameo Series with the title How 
Heavy, How Much and How Long? 
Weight, Money and Other Measures Used 
by Our Ancestors. This is the ideal com
panion book for anyone working with old 
English wills, inventories, accounts or 
journals. It will help you understand and 
identify the archaic terms that you en
counter. It will also help clear up miscon
ceptions you might have. For example, I 
grew up thinking that yana, tana, and 
tethera were Cumbrian for one, two and 
three and used primarily for counting 
sheep. This book tells me they are actual
ly the ancient British numerals, used for 
counting sheep in Cumbria, Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire at least into the 19th century. 

The book is full of tables so that you 
can learn about crinzes, mazers, piggins, 
quaiches, rummers, kivers, thraves, 
potties, verges and hosts of other old 
measurements. The measurements are 
divided into a variety of chapters covering 
length, area, volume, mass, money and 
metric. This variety means the measuring 
tools of your ancestor's occupation are 
likely to be included whether he was a 
publican, thatcher, fisherman, paper man
ufacturer, tailor, draper, knitter, grocer, 
or banker. The vast majority of the tech
nical terms included in the tables are listed 
in the index, making them easy to find. 

The text and tables also include exam
ples of how the value of a particular 
measurement changed with time, location 
or the population using the measurement. 
For example, if your ancestor's probate 
inventory included 5 ells of cloth, you 
would need to know if that was an Eng
lish, Scottish, French or Flemish ell to 
know how much cloth he had. There are 
many examples like this throughout this 
fascinating book. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
Pre-1841 Censuses & Population list
ings. By Colin R. Chapman. Published 

by Genealogical Publishing Company, 
1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 
21202. Fourth Edition 1994. U.S.A. 
edition 1996. 82 pp. Appendices, index. 
Softcover. $15 plus $3.50 shipping 
($1.25 for each additional book). 

For many, the 1841 census in England 
marks the beginning of an era. It was the 
first of the national 19th-century returns 
of use to the family historian. In reality, 
the 1841 census was an end product. It 
marked the end of a decades-long cam
paign to create a national census which 
included everyone. This process generated 
hundreds of local, regional and national 
lists which counted or named everyone in 
a community or in a specific segment of 
the population across the country. The 
goal of this book is to describe these 
precursor lists. 

The listings are divided into six chap
ters: 16th century; 17th century, 
1700-1749,1750-1775,1776-1786,after 
1787. Each paragraph gives very specific 
details about one or more listings in gen
eral chronological sequence and describes 
why the list was originally generated. 
Thus local parish and community enumer
ations are jumbled among national mili
tary, civil and ecclesiastical surveys, tax 
and poll lists. Because of its organization, 
this is not a book to sit down and read 
sequentially. However, it is a book to 
examine if you are looking for informa
tion about what listings were generated 
and why, and where copies or originals 
may be located now. All listings are well 
footnoted so that you can proceed with 
further research. 

The first appendix provides a listing of 
censuses containing the names of individu
al by county and then by community with 
date. This listing does not include the 
many numerical listings mentioned in the 
text or the eighty-plUS tax, military and 
church censuses listed in the index. Ap
pendix II lists returns for the numerical 
decennial census of 1801 to 1831 where 
individuals are named. The lists of com
munities with named individuals continues 
to grow. For example, in this volume 27 
communities in Essex are listed for the 
1811 census whereas in the 1992 third 
edition only four are listed. Similar in
creases are noted for many counties sug
gesting that if you are looking in this time 
period it is certainly worth obtaining a 
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current edition of this resource. The com
munities in Ireland with surviving census 
returns that contain names for this pre-
1841 period are so numerous that they 
were not included. 

Overall, an excellent resource for the 
researcher wanting to explore further the 
population listings prior to 1841. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
30,638 Burials in Georgia. By Jeannette 
Holland Austin. Published by the Gene
alogical Publishing Company, 1001 N. 
Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. 
1995. 708 pp. Hardbound. $50.00 plus 
$3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each addition
al book). 

Surprise! This book contains a list of 
30,638 burials in Georgia. The people 
who established the cemeteries of Georgia 
are truly amazing. They arranged it so 
that as the people died, they could be 
buried in alphabetical order-all of them. 
Not one of these deceased individuals had 
the audacity to die before his or her or
dered time. It's truly astonishing that each 
cemetery sexton seemed to know how 
many people whose names began with 
"B" and how many began with "M" 
would die in his town. Seriously, this 
alphabetical arrangment of over 30,000 
tombstone inscriptions may have avoided 
an index, but it certainly makes the refer
ence difficult to use. 

The entries "include some or all" of 
the following information: birth and death 
dates, names of parents, spouse, county, 
name of cemetery and miscellaneous 
remarks. The assumption is that no infor
mation is included that was not specifical
lyon the stone, but the introduction does 
not actually say that. The six hundred 
cemeteries visited are listed by county and 
then name. The entries were obviously 
entered into a data base program and then 
sorted alphabetically destroying all clues 
to relationships that could have been 
gained by the proximity of graves. In this 
book, you can't even tell which people are 
buried in the same cemetery, because 
there was no sort on that field. Neither 
are we sure how the compiler decided 
which cemetery would be catalogued. 

For instance, one Georgia family of 
my interest is buried in Coweta County-a 
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county presumably covered. There are 
seven pages of people named Brown, but 
none from the small Presbyterian church 
cemetery I needed. The publisher also 
warns us that no major city cemeteries are 
included. You may very well find the 
family of your interest, but you need to 
know exactly who you are searching, what 
county they probably are buried in and 
even the name of the cemetery itself to be 
sure you have the right person. 

Unquestionably, this reference was a 
tremendous undertaking and contains 
much valuable information. What a pity 
that so much other data was lost by the 
arrangement of the material. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG 

* * * * 
Tracing Your British Ancestors. By 
Colin R. Chapman. Published by Gene
alogical Publishing Company, 1001 N. 
Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. 
1993. U.S.A. edition 1996. 108 pp. Ap
pendix, bibliography, index. Softcover. 
$15 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

This slim, easy-to-read, and excellent 
book has something for the beginner and 
experienced British Isles researcher. For 
the beginner, this book provides a good 
overview of the conventional methods and 
sources used in British Isles research 
including: civil registration, census, parish 
registers, bishop's transcripts, probate, 
other church records, old and new poor 
laws, land records, military records and 
heraldry. It is important to realize that this 
book covers each topic in a succinct man
ner noting the differences for each part of 
the British Isles-England, Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales, plus the often ignored Isle 
of Man and Channel Islands. While topics 
such as land records and the old and new 
poor laws are commonly kept for more 
advanced books, Colin Chapman's easy 
style help us understand the value of these 
records. 

For the experienced researcher there 
are great research tips throughout the text, 
such as warnings about why an age at 
marriage may be adjusted by the Victorian 
bride and groom to make it "proper," or 
how after 1810 the Bank of England 
influenced where a will for a businessman 
or merchant would likely be probated. 
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The book concludes with a good list of 
useful addresses, but the list of further 
reading is very short. 

Paul Milner 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
Adventures in Genealogy: Case Studies 
in the Unusual. By Norman Edgar 
Wright. Baltimore: Clearfield Compa
ny, 200 East Eager Street, Baltimore, 
MD 21202. 1994. 163p. Softcover. Illus
trations. Index. $24.95. ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

Now a professor at Brigham Young 
University, Mr. Wright spent many years 
in the Research Department of the LDS 
Genealogical Society in Salt Lake City. In 
this memoir, he includes three of his most 
interesting and puzzling cases, and a step
by-step explanation of how they were 
solved. He chose cases that illustrate the 
problems that many genealogists find 
create roadblocks for them as well. The 
first involved an adoption and family 
secret, the second confusing surnames, 
and the third required surmounting an 
apparent "dead end." 

While his narrative is a little too "folk
sy and down home" for my tastes, his sto
ries are interesting. He tells good, though 
far too detailed accounts, and honestly 
shares his mistakes as well as his tri
umphs. One can find good lessons in these 
"adventures," but this reviewer thinks 
Mr. Wright could have benefited from a 
forceful editor. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG 

RISING RECEIVES 
APPOINTMENT 

David L. Greene and Robert Charles 
Anderson, co-editors of The American 
Genealogist, have announced the appoint
ment of Marsha Hoffman Rising as the 
new associate editor of TAG. In addition 
to other editorial duties, Rising will as
sume the responsibility for the book re
view section. The American Genealogist, 
founded in 1922, is the oldest indepen
dently owned scholarly genealogical jour
nal in the U.S. It focuses on carefully 
documented analysis of genealogical prob
lems and short compiled genealogies. 

SOFTWARE 
REVIEW: 
VISUAL ROOTS 
(continued from page 27) 
could never get the documentation to print 
with the report. Not good. If documenting 
becomes an impediment and requires more 
time to learn than other program compo
nents, it will simply be spurned by the 
user. No doubt, I will eventually learn 
how to document properly in Visual 
ROOTS. No! Wait! I already KNOW how 
to document properly. In my word pro
cessing program, the documentation prints 
EVERY time I print the page. That's what 
I want my genealogy software to do, also. 

Visual Roots offers many types of Re
ports. I tried producing several. I began 
to wonder if I had too many choices. I 
produced some nice pedigree charts and 
family group sheets (none with documen
tation), but the Visual portrait of my great 
grandparent's 50th-wedding -anniversary 
photograph never did print correctly. I 
followed each step in the manual three 
times. Still, I produced only the photo
graph, not the nice caption I had added
like the one that printed with John F. 
Kennedy's photo in the manual. My pa
tience quotient hovers around the imbecile 
range, and my usual fourth step, after 
three failures, is to vocalize something 
that would embarrass Miss Manners or 
throw the book across the room. In this 
case, I just gave up. I also had to give up 
creating a table of contents and an index. 

Finally, we come to the critical ques
tion. If I were preparing my family histo
ry for print, would I consider buying 
Visual ROOTS to do it? Definitely. After 
spending five hours working with it, the 
positive features far outweigh the nega
tives. I am sure if I invested more time I 
could learn how to perform tasks quicker 
and more efficiently. But, don't we re
searchers want to spend most of our time 
reading, searching, thinking and analyz
ing, not recording? Let's all keep our 
mind focused where it should be. Most of 
us are family historians who use comput
ers and software to aid us, not computer 
enthusiasts who happen to also like gene
alogy. Those who produce software need 
to keep that focus as well. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, COL, FASG 



Visual ROOTS by COMMSOFT, Inc. 
A multimedia family history program 
for Windows. 1995. $59.95. Order from 
Commsoft, Inc. P.O. Box 310, Wind
sor; CA 95492. Phone: 800-327-6687 or 
fax: 707-838-6343. E-mail: info@ 
cmmsft.com. 

When I bought my first computer in 
1983, it was specifically to organize my 
genealogical research. Although I had 
been gathering family material for only a 
few years, I was already tired of retyping 
pages every time I found a new piece of 
information. The computer was a Radio 
Shack with 48K. Although the word pro
cessing program professed to do all sorts 
of intriguing things, if I typed more than 
five pages in one file, the computer 
crashed. What a change in less than fif
teen years! 

Now, we have a wide variety of soft
ware programs available to use as genea
logical tools. The increased capabilities of 
hardware is astounding. As for terminolo
gy, why, I can easily remember when a 
"web" was something I tried to ignore as 
my enthusiasm for genealogy rapidly 
outpaced my interest in housework. 

Visual Roots for Windows is Comm
soft's multimedia family history software. 
According to Howard Nurse, owner of 
Commsoft and also developer of its well
known software ROOTS III and IV, "Vi
sual ROOTS takes full advantage of multi
media technology to provide new and 
innovative ways to explore our family 
history." I first saw Visual Roots demon
strated at the 1995 NGS Conference in 
San Diego and, admittedly, it looked 
nifty. But, a lot of software today looks 
nifty. 

If I purchased Visual Roots, what hard
ware would I need? At least a 386 mM 
PC or compatible, 8MB RAM, Windows, 
and at least 20MB of available hard disk 
space. To take full advantage of the multi
media capabilities, a TWAIN compatible 
scanner and a sound card were deemed 
beneficial. Although the notes didn't 
mention it, I figured all those nifty charts 
were not going to be produced from an 

antiquated daisy wheel or dot matrix 
printer. I would also need a laser or ink jet 
printer. OK. I had all the hardware re
quired, but the promotional material didn't 
tell me what has become critical to so 
many buyers of software. How long is it 
going to take me to learn this program? 
Howard Nurse produced some pretty 
spectacular results at his NGS booth in 
San Diego. How long would it take me to 
do the same? 

So, I chose to structure this review 
around how long it took me to learn to 
enter three generations of my mother's 
extended family, create short biographies 
of the ancestors, bring in three scanned 
photos, link them to the proper people, 
print a pedigree chart and two reports. (I 
decided to forgo hearing a baby gurgle or 
grandpa yodel.) It goes without saying 
that I expected to be able to easily docu
ment all of my findings. 

Following are the results of my experi
ment with Visual Roots. I invested five 
hours which was all I could presently 
afford. Basically, I liked the program and 
was impressed with many of its options. 
Some things were amazingly easy to do 
and other efforts resulted in frustration 
and failure. 

Installation and getting started was a 
snap. Within 45 minutes, all components 
were installed and functioning. I had 
completed the basic tour of the program. 
Only once, as I fumbled around, did the 
program lock up and have to be re-booted. 
The program is event-oriented rather than 
people-oriented, and it took me some time 
to adjust. I prefer people. The program 
kept asking for "events" that I didn't feel 
belonged yet. For instance, my mind set 
wanted to provide a couple with children 
before I entered their parents' marriage 
date. 

Data entry was simpler than I expect
ed and far outstrips a basic word proces
sor or the early genealogy programs. 
Once I experimented with some short 
cuts, the entry went even faster. But, no 
software I have seen compares with Fami
ly Tree Maker when it comes to simple 
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data entry. I found myself often longing 
for its "memory" of previous entries. I 
also quickly tired of using either a search 
string or scanning the whole list of indi
viduals to find the person who needed 
additional information attached to his 
record. I missed the macros that are in 
Roots IV and most other software. Never
theless, within 90 minutes, I had entered 
the basic match, hatch and dispatch for 
112 individuals. 

Text was simple to enter or import 
from a word processing program. Of 
course, when I imported text, I lost all my 
documentation stored in the footnotes. If 
I had been importing from a Windows 
program, I could have cut and replaced 
each footnote in the evidence section of 
Visual Roots. Tedious. 

Import/Export. Importing images was 
also among the easier tasks I attempted. I 
was able to scan photographs directly 
from my HP ScanJet into the Visual Roots 
media library. Although the image editing 
program is not the most sophisticated, it 
was adequate. Building the visual media 
library was a pleasure and it took less 
than fifteen minutes to learn. I could have 
spent all afternoon adding pictures, photo
graphs, maps, clip art and document 
facsimiles. Exporting genealogy reports 
and my scanned photos and images to 
Word 6.0 was also accomplished quickly 
and accurately. 

Documentation was another story. Al
though I spent an hour reading, trying, 
reading the manual again and retrying, the 
simple task of linking where something 
came from to the appropriate event re
mained frustrating. Although the 45 tem
plates Visual ROOTS provided were help
ful, I was distressed to learn I couldn't 
create my own. The list in their "evi
dence" window from which I could later 
choose, was quickly growing into a use
less mess. After all, how many times will 
I use my mother's death certificate infor
mation to document an event in someone 
else's life? Except for the genealogy 
report that I exported to Word 6.0, I 

(continued on page 26) 
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Find Your Ancestors Fast with Family Tree Maker's Family Archive CDs 

W ith the largest collection of 
genealogical data on CD-ROM, 

Family Tree Maker's~ Family Archives 
help you quickly and easily track 
down records of your ancestors. 
Convenient and economical, each 
CD includes references to hundreds 
of thousands - sometimes millions 
- of historical records. 

Has lime kepi you from discovering 
more anceslors? 
With traditional research, it takes 
weeks of letter-writing and library 
visits just to learn basic information 
about your ancestors. Now, the ever
expanding Family Archive CD 
collection brings valuable information 
about your ancestors right to your 
desktop in seconds. 

Get information such as birth date, 
death date, Social Security number, 
and more - all with the speed and 
convenience of your home computer. 
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Use your PC 10 Irace your family Iree 
With Family Archives, learning 
about your ancestors in historical 
records is easier than ever. This 
collection of over 45 CDs contains 
information about more than 115 
million people whose names appear 
in State Marriage and Land Records, 
Social Security Death Benefits Records, 
the U.S. Census Indexes, the new 
World Family Tree~ and more. 

Comprehensive resources on each CD 
Most CDs focus on a particular 
region, time period, or resource type. 
For example, the CD titled "Family 
Tree Maker Census Index: U.S. 
Selected Counties, 1850" indexes 
Federal Census Records of 1850 from 
all across the United States. Each CD 
contains information about thousands 
of people, so a single CD could easily 
reference many of your ancestors. 
Family Archive CDs make your 
research faster and easier than ever, 
and provides a tremendous head start 
in the search for your ancestors. 

Find oul which CDs you need 
The FamilyFinder~ Index is a huge 
list of all the names in the entire CD 
collection. Simply type an ancestor's 

name ... the FamilyFinder Index can 
direct you to the matching Family 
Archive CD number and record type. 
The FamilyFinder Index is included 
with these products: Family Tree 
Maker (CD-ROM versions) and the 
FamilyFinder Index and Viewer. 

Over 45 CDs 10 choose from 
• United States Census Indexes, 

1607-1880 

• Marriage Indexes for selected 
states/counties, 1600-1950 

• Land Records for selected states, 
1700-1908 

• Birth Records of the US. and 
Europe, 900-1880 

• Social Security Death Benefits 
Records, 1937-1993 

• US. Military Volunteer Records, 
1784-1811 

• Family Pedigrees, 1500-1950 

• US. Mortality Index, 1850-1880 

• Cemetery Records: Salt Lake City, 
1848-1992 

• Census Index: Ireland, 1831, 1841 

• NEWt The World Family Tree, 
pre-1600 to present 



NEWENGLAND 
The National Archives-New England 

Region in Waltham, Massachusetts, now 
has a CD-ROM in the main research 
room. Currently they have the Social 
Security Death Index and several census 
indexes on CD. You may make photocop
ies of the pages you view. The policy has 
been to obtain indexes not already owned 
in book form. This means that so far the 
majority of CD indexes have been non
New England. At about $20 each, indexes 
on CD represent a great savings to the 
Archives over purchase of published 
indexes. Future purchases may include the 
Delorme United States Atlas on CD which 
allows the research to find current loca
tions of streets across the country. Pur
chase of the CD-ROM was made possible 
through a generous donation from Middle
sex Chapter, Massachusetts Society of 
Genealogists (MSOG). This will benefit 
all genealogists who use the Waltham 
Archives facility. [James M. Holmes, past 
president, Middlesex Chapter] 

Special $59.99 Starter Bundle 
To introduce you to Family Archive 
CDs, we've created a terrific bundle 
of our 4 most popular CDs. For just 
$59.99, you get the Social Security 
Death Benefits Records (2-CD set), 
along with Volumes 1 and 2 of the 
World Family Tree. It's a $139 value! 

Note: The "FamilyFinder Index and Viewer" and "Family 
Archive CDs" are produced by rhe Banner Blue Division 
of Brederbund Software ro replace rhe "Master Name 
Index/GRS software" and "Automated Archives" CDs, 
respectively. 

System Requirements: CD-ROM drive; version 3.0 or 
higher of either Family Tree Maker for Windows· or the 
FamilyFinder Index and Viewer; Microsoft® Windows 3.1 
running in enhanced mode or Microsoft Windows 95; 
386 (or higher) IBM PC or compatible; 4 MB RAM 
(8 MB highly recommended); VGA display running in 
at least 16 colors. Some family trees on our World Family 
Tree CDs also require 1 to 4 MB free hard disk space. 

'i9Broderbund® 
Banner Blue Division 

© Copyright 1996 Br0clerbund Software, Inc. All rights reserved. Family Tree 
Maker, FamilyFinder, and World Family Tree are trademarks, and Brooerbund is 
a registered trademark, of Brooerhund Software, Inc. All other product names are 
the trademarks of their respective holders_ 

ARKANSAS 
Many of the Arkansas vital records 

indexes are available for sale on micro
fiche from the Arkansas Genealogical 
Society. Death indexes begin in 1914; 
marriage indexes begin 1933; and divorce 
indexes begin 1923. There are missing 
periods (for example, death indexes for 
1923-40 are still being processed). The 
indexes are only to records filed at the 
State Health Department and, for deaths, 
the earlier years are not comprehensive. 
Send a SASE to AGS, P.O. Box 908, Hot 
Springs, AR 71902 for a price list. A 
printed volume of the 1914-23 death 
index is available from Arkansas Re
search, P.O. Box 303, Conway, AR 
72033: send an SASE for details. [Arkan
sas Historical and Genealogical Magazine 
IX:2 (March 1996)] 

GEORGIA 
The Morgan County Archives, founded 

in May 1995, is housed in a 1927 classic 
bank building. The archives are partially 
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opened to the public, and the completion 
of the building renovation is expected in 
September 1996. Their holdings of county 
records begin in the early 1800s and go 
through the 1930s. Records from all 
departments of government may be used 
by researchers, including wills, deeds, and 
tax records and a new collection of private 
papers and photographs. The address is 
624 Bank Street, Decatur, AL 35601. 
Telephone (205) 351-4726 for hours and 
specific holdings information. 

HAWAII 
Meetings are underway to evaluate the 

feasibility of a consortium of Hawaii 
genealogical libraries. Representatives of 
area genealogical and historical organiza
tions and individual genealogists are defin
ing plans necessary to link personal, 
organization, and public collections of 
genealogical materials in Hawaii. Martha 
Reamy, past president of the Sandwich 
Islands Genealogical Society, is behind 
this endeavor. [Ke Ku'auhau 5:1 (Febru-

Two Ways 10 Order - Call a Reseller, or Call Direct! 
.••••••••.•.••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• ! ....................................... _,.. ....... .... 

Family Archive CD Resellers 
Listed below are some of Bmderbund's many 
qualified resellers. These resellers can help 
you select which Family Archive CDs can 
help you most with your family research. 
They can also inform you directly as new 
CDs become available. 

Automated Research, Inc ........ 800-244-1776 
Deseret Book Direct ............... 800-453-4532 

(or visit a Deseret Book retail store near you) 

Everton Publishing, Inc .......... 800-443-6325 
Genealogical Publishing 

Company, Inc ................... 800-296-6687 

Hearthstone Bookshop ........... 703-960-0086 
(5735A Telegraph Rd, Alexandria, VA 22303) 

Heritage Books, Inc ................ 800-398-7709 

Kinship ................................... 914-518-9955 
(60 Cedar Heights Rd, Rhinebeck, NY 12572) 

The Memorabilia Corner ....... .405-321-8366 
(1312 McKinley Ave, Norman, OK 73072) 

Moobasi, Inc ........................... 800-777-3601 
New England Historic 

Genealogical Society ......... 617-536-5 740 
(101 Newbury St, Boston MA 02116) 

1 Broderbund Direct 
1 • Call 1-800-31 5-0669 
. • Mention Source Code 947 

• 90-day money back guarantee 
• CDs priced from $19.99 - $49.99 
• Ask about our $59.99 Starter Bundle 
• Visit http://www.familytreemaker.com 

From the creators of Family Tree Maker. 
Jam-packed with millions of names, these 
Family Archive CDs save you weeks of 
research time by providing convenient, 
at-home access to information about your 
family on CD-ROM. 
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IOWA 
Iowa Genealogial Society president, 

Connie Street, says Iowa genealogists 
have been assured by the governor, the 
Department of Health and by legislators 
that access to the state's vital records will 
be even "better than before." This prom
ise results from the quick action by IGS 
board members who learned of a threat
ened restriction, alerted the membership, 
and contacted key people in government. 
(See FORUM 8:1, p. 33, "Records Ac
cess-Iowa"). [Correspondence from 
Connie Street, April 1996] 

NEW YORK 
Participation in the First Families of 

Westchester Program requires acceptable 
documentation of direct descent of an 
ancestor resident in Westchester County 
by 1790. This includes those parts of 
Westchester since annexed to New York 
City. Approved applications will be re
tained and compiled by the society, creat
ing a rich source of data for future geneal
ogists and historians tracing the early 
families and development of Westchester 
County. Write to The Westchester County 
Genealogical Society, "First Families of 
Westchester," P.O. Box 518, White 
Plains, NY 10603. [press release, Peter 
M. McManus, Bronx, New York] 

OIDO 
The Ohio Genealogical Society Board 

of Trustees has approved the computeriza
tion of the Personal Data Files. The Per
sonal Data Files include a variety of mate
rials, including the bible records submitted 
by members and five-generation charts. 
These files are updated regularly so the 
computerization will be ongoing as well. 
Eventually, users will be able to access 
the files by modem. [The Ohio Genealogi
cal Society Newsletter 27:2 (February 
1996) p. 17] 

OREGON 
The Oregon State Archives, Office of 

the Secretary of State, has established a 
new listserv called OR-ROOTS for indi
viduals interested in Oregon genealogy. 
This electronic forum focuses on Oregon, 
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where genealogists can share the results of 
research, assist newcomers to the field, 
inquire about the location of resources, 
debate issues, raise questions, and learn 
about current events in the field. To sub
scribe to the list address your e-mail 
message to: or-rootS@archiveI4.sos.state. 
or.us. [The Forum Insider of the Genea
logical Forum of Oregon, Inc., 6:6 (April 
1996)] 

TENNESSEE 
The Tennessee State Library and Ar

chives offers interlibrary loan, including 
out-of-state, to genealogists. The micro
film available includes copies of the earli
est marriages, wills, inventories and estate 
settlements, and deed indexes for each 
county. Pre-1860 county court minutes 
will be added at a later date. The loan 
period is two weeks and borrowers are 
limited to five reels of film. Loans are 
made to a public or academic libraries for 
use on their premises only. There are no 
loan fees, but the borrower may be re
sponsible for return postage. Copies of 
rolls may be purchased for $15 each. A 
county-by-county summary with microfilm 
number is available from TSLA. For 
details, send an SASE to: Public Services 
Section, Tennessee State Library and 
Archives, 403 7th Avenue North, Nash
ville, TN 37243-0312. 

VIRGINIA 
The Library of Virginia will offer only 

limited access to visitors until 02 August 
1996. On that date, the library will close 
in final preparation for the move to their 
new facility. Services are scheduled to 
resume 20 December 1996. Information is 
available by calling 1-888-LVA-1996 or 
checking the World Wide Web at http:// 
leo. vsla.edu/lva/lva.html. [Newsletter of 
the Prince William County Genealogical 
Society (April 1996)] 

The following references to a family or 
individual appear in records in states 
beyond their state of residence. If you find 
one of these "strays," send a postcard 
with 1) name(s) involved; 2) residence 
when record was created; 3) type and date 
of record and citation; 4) present location 
of record; 5) your full name and address. 
Print the information clearly and mail the 
postcard to U.S. Strays, FGS Editorial 
Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, 
IL 60558. For a copy of a postcard entry, 
send an SASE and the file number (8:2:x) 
to the above address. 

8:2:1. John M. KinsbridelKinsbridyand 
VivanlVina Craig, residents of Alliance, 
OH, married 14 May 1872 in Allegheny 
County, PA. [Kenna, PA] 

8:2:2. Mrs. Mary Lord, wife of Col. 
Abner Lord, formerly of Lyons CT, died 
19 July 1800 in Vienna, VA. [Hewlett, 
PA] 

8:2:3. Mr. Elijah Lester, son of Mr. 
Samuel Lester of Groton, died at Jamaica 
08 Jan 1800. [Hewlett, PA] 

8:2:4. Charles H. Davidson of Phoenix, 
AZ, married Grace P. Corbin in Will 
County, IL, 24 June 1896. [Skuban, IL] 

8:2:5. Franklin E. Flinn of Peoria, IL, 
married Lillian Henry in Will County, IL, 
01 July 1896. [Skuban, IL] 

8:2:6. Albert E. Down of Houghton, MI, 
married Edna M. Stewart in Will County, 
IL, 15 July 1896. [Skuban, IL] 

8:2:7. Fredrick Keeler of Clinton, lA, 
married Elizabeth Clark in Will County, 
IL, 21 July 1896. [Skuban, IL] 

8:2:8. Gerald Campbell Clarke, Rector, 
St. Paul's in E. Cleveland, OH, buried 
Jan 1947, Sutton, Ontario. [Childers, CA] 
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Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, is the editor of this new column. Send your 
questions on managing and editing a society newsletter or journal directly to her 
at P.O. Box 338, Simla, CO 80835; or by fax (719) 541-2673. 

Reading some magazines makes one wonder what the editor rejected. 
-Anonymous 

Sharon DeBartolo 
Carmack 

D h, you're back. That must mean you 
buckled and said yes when the gene

alogical society president asked you to be 
the editor of the newsletter or journal. 
Good for you! It's about time you had a 
really interesting challenge in your life. 
Being an editor will certainly provide that 
challenge. 

The first thing you'll want to do is 
wash the sheets on your bed. You certain
ly won't have time for mundane tasks like 
that anymore. The second thing is to 
acquire a complete set of back issues of 
the periodical you'll be editing. Look 
through the past five years at least with 
the eyes of an editor. Really study the 
magazines. Changing editors is a good 
time to reevaluate the content and deter
mine what changes, if any, you and the 
society think should be made. Two areas 
that you should consider during this study 
are scope and style. 

Are you about to edit a newsletter or 
journal? Newsletters, usually published 
monthly or every other month, may con
tain a variety of items: compiled genealo
gies, general how-to articles, news items, 
queries, letters to the editor, record ab
stracts, etc. Typically, newsletters contain 
information of a timely nature: upcoming 
society events or seminars. Journals or 
quarterlies, however, appear less 
frequently from monthly to quarterly to 
only annually and contain full-length 
articles (case studies, compiled genealo
gies, informative pieces) which have a 
more lasting quality. The articles pub
lished five years ago are usually just as 
relevant today. 

Now try to define the scope of the 
magazine. In other words, is there a 
publication goal? What is the magazine's 
purpose? It may parallel the society's 
mission statement. For example, the Fed-

eration's purpose is to "actively represent 
and protect societies ... [and] aims to serve 
the needs of member societies." The 
Forum's emphasis is to publish articles on 
methods and sources, current records 
access information, society announce
ments, a calendar of events, and news of 
repositories and collections. 

Along with studying your own so
ciety's past issues, look at newsletters or 

"Changing editors is a 
good time to reevaluate 
the content and 
detennine what changes, 
if any, you and the 
society think should be 

d " ma e .... 

journals that have a similar scope, such as 
ones from sister societies in your state. Or 
if you are editing a statewide periodical, 
look at other state publications. What is 
their scope? Are they covering a certain 
time period, ethnic group, geographic 
locality? What kinds of material do they 
publish? By making a list of the type of 
material that has already been published in 
your own society's magazine, you will be 
able to define exactly the scope and 
whether you and the society feel it needs 
changing or more precise definition. 

After all, if you do not know the scope 
of the publication, how can you relate 
your needs to a potential writer? When I 
edited the Association of Professional 
Genealogists Quarterly, we never pub
lished compiled genealogies, case studies, 
or articles on how to research a specific 
type of record. Yet, on occasion, I would 
receive articles on these subjects. It was 

much easier to write a rejection letter 
which, trust me, eats at a writer's ego 
stating that our publication goals did not 
include these types of articles. (Of course, 
I have to wonder about a writer's common 
sense who submits an article to a maga
zine without studying the past five years 
of back issues to determine the scope and 
whether the article is even appropriate for 
that publication in the first place!) 

As you go through the back issues, this 
is also a good time to begin to develop a 
house style sheet, if the previous editor 
has not already done so. A style sheet 
contains the details that help polish a 
publication. For example, in one article 
the author spells out numbers from one to 
ninety-nine. Another article spells out 
numbers from one to ten and uses numer
als for 11 and above. Which is correct? 
Whichever you deem is correct, but be 
consistent. Choose one style and stick 
with it. Will you use footnotes or end
notes? Pick one, but don't mix the two. 
How will you write dates: 28 March 1996 
or March 28, 1996? Will you use serial 
commas: red, white, and blue; or not: 
red, white and blue? This style sheet will 
not only help you remember these editori
al decisions, but will aid your proofread
ers. Mixing styles looks unprofessional 
and lazy. Attention to nit picky details like 
these, that no one else in the world will 
notice (except another editor), make you 
aM your society look good in print! 

The back-issue study process serves 
another purpose when you also make a list 
of topics covered over the last five years 
and who has written and contributed the 
material. In doing this, you begin to build 
an author file. In the Fall issue of FO
RUM, we'll look at how to find writers 
and contributors and how to get them to 
commit to writing articles. 
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Publications of the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
General Publications 

Member· Non-Member 

Guide for the Organization & Management of Genealogical Societies 
A Primer for Local Historical Societies 
Family Associations Organization and Management Handbook 
Index to NGS and FGS Conferences and Syllabi 
Organizing Archival Records 
The Historical Society as Fund-Raiser and Nonprofit Corporation 
Roberts' Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 9th Edition 

Society Strategy Series 

12.00 
14.00 
10.95 

5.00 
16.00 
4.00 

13.00 

15.00 
16.00 
12.95 
7.00 

18.00 
6.00 

15.00 

All Strategy Papers are four-pages in length. All cost $1.50 for members and $2.00 for non-members 

Strategies for Societies 
1 : 1 Legalities of Establishing a Society 
1:2 The Policy and Procedure Manual 
1:3 The Society Newsletter 

3:2 Ten Ways to Market Your Non-Profit Like a 
Business 

1:4 Projects for Fundraising 
1:5 Community Service Projects 
1:6 How to Run an Election 
1:7 A First Families Report 
1 : 11 Long Range Planning 
1: 12 Is There an Office in Your Society's Future? 

Strategies for Presidents 
2:2 Planning & Conducting Meetings 
2:3 Leadership Styles 

Strategies for Vice Presidents 

Strategies for Treasurers 
4: 1 Preparing a Budget 

Strategies for Secretaries 
5: 1 Minutes: Taking & Preparing 
5:2 Correspondence: General Principles 
5:3 Filing/Maintaining Records 

Strategies for Program Chairs 
6: 1 Ten Seasonal Programs 
6:2 More Seasonal Program Ideas 
6:4 When Your Speaker is Your Program 

Planning Successful Seminars & Workshops 
6:5 Part 1: Initial Steps and Publicity 

3.1 Parliamentary Procedure 6:6 Part 2: Vendor Options/Accommodations 

Subscription for ONE calendar year 
Subscription for TWO calendar years 
Subscription for THREE calendar years 

Forum Magazine 

Subscribers outside the U.S., please add $8.00 per year 
Single back issues - List Vol. & No: _______ _ 

TO ORDER: 

Member· Non-Member 

9.00 15.00 
17.00 29.00 
25.00 42.00 

8.00 8.00 
3.50 3.50 

Please mark each item to be included in your order. Indicate the total number of items and the total amount 
of your purchase in the spaces below. If you belong to a society that is a member of FGS you may receive 
the discounted member rate. All orders are post-paid by FGS. Please send a check and this completed order 
form to the FGS business office: 

FGS - Publications Total number of items: 
-:---

P.O. Box 830220 Total amount of order: $ 
-:----:c:--

Richardson, TX 75083-0220 Please add $2.00 for shipping if order includes General Publications 

Send to: Name 
Address ---------------------
City/State _________________ _ 
Zip _______ Phone ( ) _________ _ 

* Member Price is the discount given to persons who belong to an organization that is a member of the Federation. 
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Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, is the Family Associations editor. Family Association newsletters and items 
to be considered for publication should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831. 

The Hoyt Family Association is a small group of about 100 subscribers. Though there are no plans to extend 
and republish the original Hoyt genealogy published in 1871, the group's newsletter, Hoyt's Issue, does include 
new information. The 1871 edition by David W. Hoyt, A Genealogical History a/the Hoyt, Haight, and Hight 
Families (Boston: Providence Press Co.) was reprinted twice, once by the New England History Press and once 
by Picton Press, and is still available. In 1993, Hoyt, Haight & Hight Families, A Supplemental Female Name 
Index 1993 was compiled and published for the 1871 history. Christine Rose 

Roy Fridolf Olson, the editor and pub
lisher of Hoyt's Issue, tells us he became 
addicted to genealogy and researching the 
Hoyt family lineage. "I have spent many 
pleasant hours researching and walking 
the ground around Kingston, New Hamp
shire, and Amesbury, Massachusetts, that 
our forefathers once trod." While doing 
so he found many untapped resources and, 
with the help of other Hoyt descendants 
who also submit data, uses the informa
tion in the issues. 

Though the group is not formally 
organized, subscriptions include the 
group's quarterly. In addition, a member 
can obtain a Hoyt name research from 
their computer by the research editor 
Anne Hoyt Sanford (25225 Stewart Place, 
Carmel, CA 93923) for a small fee. The 
search will include the page and year if 
the search produces listings in back is
sues. The back issues to 1983 (except for 
1987) have been indexed, and all are 
available. 

[For more information contact Roy 

Fridolf Olson, Editor, 360 Watson Road, 
Paducah, KY 42003-8978.] 

Hart Communications, publishers of 
Hart Historical Notes, published their first 
issue in September 1993. The six issues 
published each year are available on a 
subscription basis. Their purpose is to 
share stories, myths and popular history 
of people and places associated with the 
name. Included are stories of Hart, Harte, 
Heart "from politicians to entrepreneurs. " 
They hope, through these accounts, to 
instill a pride in the family and present 
stories as part of the Hart heritage to be 
passed down to future generations. The 
very attractive newsletter includes a col
umn for genealogical queries and data, 
poetry by Harts and descriptions of places 
with the name, Hart. But most of all, 
comments their managing editor, Linda 
Munroe Hart, "We love doing it and get 
much enjoyment from bringing Harts 
together." 

[For more information contact Linda 
Munroe Hart, Hart Historical Notes, P.O. 
Box 453, Lincoln, MA 01773, or fax 
(617) 259-9908.] 

The Cogswell Family Association, 
Inc., founded in 1989 by Cyril Gray 
Cogswell is encouraging all Cogswells 
and descendants to submit pedigrees to be 
included in a sequel to E. O. Jameson's 
1884 Cogswells in America. Please send 
to Historian Donald Cogswell, 1115 Dam
sontown Road, Queen Anne, MD 21657. 
They are descendants of John and Eliza
beth (Thompson) Cogswell who left West
bury Leigh, England in 635. They landed 
at Pemaquid, Maine, and established their 
home at Ipswich, Massachusetts. Known 
as "Cogswell's Grant," it is now in the 
care of the Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities. 

[For further details and membership 
contact: Claire Daigle, 21 Old Belcher
town Road, Ware, MA 01082.] 

REPEAT PERFORMANCE SPECIALIZES IN PROVIDING 

GENEALOGISTS AND LOCAL HISTORIANS WITH A 

WIDE SELECTION OF AUDIO TAPES 

2911 Crabapple Lane 
Hobart, Indiana 46342 

(219) 465-1234 

Summer 1996, Volume 8 Number 2 33 



FGS FORUM 

Events should have importance beyond a particular geographic area. Submit calendar items October 1 for January 1997 notice 
to readers. Include name and description of event, date, place, contact name and address or phone number. Send Calendar items 
to FGS Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558. 

1996 tors" is the theme of the American 65251-5527; (573) 642-0884. 
July 14-19, Boston, Massachusetts: The 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston will host the Summer Seminar 
on Jewish Genealogy at the Park Plaza 
Hotel. The event will feature more 
than forty sessions, for all levels, in
cluding a beginners track. Multiple 
major research sites are within reach as 
are various sightseeing attractions for 
researchers and their families. Contact 
JGSGB, P.O. Box 366, Newton High
lands, MA 02161-0003; (617) 283-8003. 

July 14-20, Baileys Harbor, Wisconsin: 
Lawrence University will offer" Streets 
of Gold: The American Immigrant 
Experience" as part of its Bjorkland 
Seminar program. Richard L. Hoover
son is seminar leader. The resident 
week-long program, conducted in a 
wooded retreat on Wisconsin's Door 
County peninsula, includes lodging, 
meals, seminar sessions, and handout 
material. The program will concentrate 
on the Scots-Irish, Scandinavians, 
Germans, and potato-famine Irish and 
will survey motives for leaving the Old 
World, shipping during the sailing era, 
life in European ports, and the use of 
passenger, naturalization, and immi
grant church records. Contact: Ann 
Hodges, Bjorklunden Seminars, P ;0. 
Box 10, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202; 
(414) 839-2216. 

July 15-19, Washington, D.C.: National 
Institute on Genealogical Research will 
hold its annual study week for experi
enced and serious researchers. NIGR 
utilizes the facilities and records of the 
National Archives, offering in-depth 
examinations of the common and not
so-common sources found there. Trips 
to other repositories are included. 
Write to NIGR, P.O. Box 14274, 
Washington, DC 20044-4272. 

July 19-20, Kansas City, Missouri: "Did 
Your Mother Come from Ireland? 
Tracing Irish and Scots-Irish Ances-
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Family Records Association's Annual 
Conference. Featured speaker is Dr. 
Arlene Eakle; there will also be several 
supporting speakers on a variety of 
topics. Brochure from AFRA, P.O. 
Box 15505, Kansas City, MO 64106 or 
call Ann Reinert (816) 252-0950. 

July 21-26, Plano (Dallas area), Texas: 
Institute of Genealogical Studies offers 
eight courses from which to choose 
during its week-long institute. Selec
tions include Basic Genealogy, Ad
vanced Genealogy, Creative Problem 
Solving, and The Military Paper Trail. 
Write IGS, P.O. Box 25556, Dallas, 
TX 75225-5556; (214) 349-1435 or fax 
(214) 349-0119. 

July 23-27, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 
"Summer Camp for Family Histori
ans" will be held at the headquarters of 
the Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania. The focus is on Philadel
phia sources and tours to repositories, 
archives, and libraries are included. 
Write GSP, 1305 Locust Street, Philadel
phia, PA 19144 or call (215) 545-0391. 

July 25-27, Springdale, Arkansas: Dozens 
of exhibits featuring vendors, societies, 
and family groups and a full range of 
workshops will be offered for the 
beginner and the more experienced 
genealogist. Workshops include Native 
American Research: Cherokee Empha
sis; Beginning Computer Genealogy; 
Bulletin Board Services and the 
Internet, Courthouse Research, and 
Five Civilized Tribes. SASE to 4 
Corners, 509 W. Spring, Fayetteville, 
AR 72701 or call (501) 521-2020 
workdays. 

August 2-3, Fulton, Missouri: The annual 
conference of the Missouri State Gene
alogical Association will feature Vir
ginia Easley DeMarce as keynote 
speaker. Details from Teresa Blattner, 
7031 State Road, UU, Fulton, MO 

August 7-10, Richmond, Virginia: The 
Virginia Genealogical Society will 
sponsor a Virginia Institute of Genea
logical Research (VIGR) at Roslyn, a 
quiet campus-style retreat overlooking 
the James River in Richmond. Instruc
tion will be on Virginia research sources 
and techniques, many of which are 
applicable to other areas. The institute 
is for the novice and the experienced 
researcher who wish to learn more 
about Virginia research methodology. 
Write VIGR, The Virginia Genealogi
cal Society, 5001 W. Broad Street, 
Ste. 115, Richmond, VA 23230~3023. 

August 14-17, Rochester, New York: In 
Your Ancestors' Image, the annual 
national conference of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies will be host
ed by the Rochester Genealogical 
Society. Contact FGS Business Office, 
P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 
75083-0220; or call (214) 907-9727. 

August 18-23, Ottawa, Canada: "Families 
and Emblems Transcending Frontiers" 
is the theme of the 22nd International 
Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic 
Sciences. The sessions will be held at 
the University of Ottawa, Canada's 
oldest and largest bilingual (French
English) university. Contact the Cana
dian Heraldic Authority, 1 Sussex 
Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada KIA 
OAI or telephone 001 (613) 991-2228; 
fax 001 (613) 991-1681. 

August 18-28, New Brunswick, Canada: 
New England Historic Genealogical 
Society presents a research tour to 
New Brunswick with George F. San
born, Jr., PASO. A blend of sight
seeing, in-depth genealogical research, 
and lectures by leading experts in 
Canadian genealogy is promised. For 
details, write NEHGS, 101 Newbury 
Street, Boston, MA 02116-3007 or call 
(617) 536-5740, ext. 202. 



August 24, Dallas, Texas: On-Site Re
search: Using Court and Other Records 
Successfully is the title of Christine 
Rose's lecture sponsored by the Dallas 
Genealogical Society as part of their 
1996 lecture series. Write to DGS 
Lecture Series, P.O. Box 25556, Dal
las, TX 75225-1556. (See also, Octo
ber 19.) 

September 6-8, Lubbock, Texas: The 
German-Texan Heritage Society pres
ents lectures, tours, off-premise pre
sentations, a banquet, German music, 
and more. The Society, founded in 
1978, is actively engaged in the re
search, preservation, and promotion of 
German heritage and culture in Texas. 
Contact GTHS, P.O. Box 684171, 
Austin, TX 78768-4171 or call (512) 
484-0927. 

September 7, Waco, Texas: Lloyd DeWitt 
Bockstruck will conduct a workshop 
for the Central Texas Genealogical 
Society. Topics are Surnames, Finding 
Your Immigrant Ancestor, Research in 
the Republic of Texas, and Research
ing Probate and Land Records. Contact 
CTGS Workshop Committee, Waco
McLennan County Library, 1717 
Austin Avenue, Waco, TX 76701 or 
call (817) 753-4018. 

September 10-16, Belfast, Ireland: The 
sixth conference in "That Elusive Irish 
Ancestor" series will feature lectures 
with opportunities for guided hands-on 
research in Ireland's main record 
repositories, including the Public Re
cord Office of Northern Ireland in 
Belfast and the National Archives in 
Dublin. Optional tours and a variety of 
entertainment are available. Contact 
Shane McAteer, Secretary, Ulster 
Historical Foundation, 12 College 
Square East, Belfast BTl 6DD; tel. 
(01232) 332288 or fax (01232) 
239885. 

September 19-21, Lansing, Michigan: 
The Michigan Genealogical Council 
Seminar will be hosted by the Mid
Michigan Genealogical Society. The 
theme is "They Came to Michigan" 
and Dr. George K. Schweitzer is the 
featured presenter. For a program send 
an SASE to William Atkinson, 11172 
Pioneer Road, Portland, MI 48875. 

September 21, Salisbury, North Carolina: 
The Salisbury Ancestor Fair, hosted by 
Carolina Trader Promotions, P.O. Box 
769, Monroe, NC 28111-0769, will 
feature vendors, speakers, and special 
consultants. Vendors should call Rich
ard and Esther Shields (704) 282-1339. 

September 21-22, Crystal Lake, Illinois: 
Family History Expo '96 is presented 
by the McHenry County Illinois Gene
alogical Society in conjunction with 
McHenry County College. The Expo 
features a variety of genealogical and 
family history vendors, representatives 
from ethnic, lineage, and special inter
est societies, special mini-programs, 
spot demonstrations, and more. For 
information, contact MCIGS, P.O. 
Box 184, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-
0184. 

September 21-22, San Diego, California: 
The 50th Anniversary of the San Diego 
Genealogical Society will be celebrated 
in connection with the annual Family 
History Fair. Write to SDGS, 1050 
Pioneer Way, Suite E, EI Cajon, CA 
92020-1943 for details. 

September 27-28, Longmont, Colorado: 
The Longmont Genealogical Society 
will host the 1996 Colorado Council of 
Genealogical Societies Seminar. The 
featured speaker is Christine Rose. 
Also included are several nationally 
known local genealogical and historical 
professionals. For further information, 
contact Patricia Kemper, CCGS Semi
nar Chairman, 31127 Joanie Road, 
Golden, CO 80403-8455; (303) 642-
7262. 

September 27-29, Ottawa, Ontario, Cana
da: The British Isles Family History 
Society of Greater Ottawa will host its 
annual research and publishing confer
ence. Topics on English, Irish, Scots, 
and Welsh research, and immigration 
to Canada, will feature prominent 
speakers. The keynote lecture, "That 
Illusive Marriage: Rites, Records and 
Customs," will be given by Dr. Colin 
Chapman. Contact BIFHSGO, P.O. 
Box 38026, Ottawa, ON K2C IN8, 
Canada or call (613) 224-9868. 

September 27-28, Springfield, Missouri: 
The Ozarks Genealogical Society's 
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16th Fall Conference "Links" will 
feature Patricia Law Hatcher. Mini
sessions, book vendors, and more. 
SASE for details to OGS, Conference 
Registrar, P.O. Box 3945 GS, Spring
field, MO 65808 or call (417) 881-6498. 
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September 28, Mobile, Alabama: The 
Mobile Genealogical Society will pres
ent Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck at their 
annual fall seminar. His topics will 
include Bridging the Atlantic, Finding 
Your Immigrant Ancestor, Finding 
Substitutes for Birth and Death Re
cords, and New England Research. 
Contact Eugenia Parker (334) 660-9887, 
pro~ram chair, for further details. 

! 
Septem,ber 28, Naperville, Illinois: Fox 

Valley Genealogical Society presents a 
seminar featuring Sandra Hargreaves 
Lue~king. Presentations are Court that 
Courthouse, Name That Source, Out
side D.C.: Records of the Regional 
Arc~ives, and Census Strategies for 
1880-1920. Contact Michael Fichtel 
(708) 897-1464 evenings or Gary 
Hargis (708) 357-1525. 

I 

SeptemBer 28, University Park, Illinois: 
I • 

The South Suburban Genealogical & 

Event 

The Choates in America 

Cogswell Family Associ-
ation Reunion 

Enders Family Association 

Kidwell Family Associa-
tion 

The Newman Family 
Society and Related Bran-
ches 

The Sanborn Family Asso-
ciation Reunion 

William Strother Society 
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Historical Society and the Will/Grundy 
Counties (IL) Genealogical Society 
present the 9th Regional Conference on 
Genealogy. Speakers are Paul Milner, 
Tony Burroughs, Helen Sclair, Eugene 
Shurts, and Paula Malak. Conference 
includes vendors, door prizes, freebies, 
and luncheon. Call (708) 333-9474 for 
details. 

October 12, Carterville, Illinois: Gene
alogical Society of Southern Illinois 
presents Lloyd D. Bockstruck at its 
GSSI Fall Conference & Book Fair. 
Call Dee Fozzard for details (618) 
985-3775. Vendors contact Tullyne 
Oliver to reserve space, (618) 985-
6213. 

October 10-12, Iowa City, Iowa: The 
Iowa Genealogical Society will cele
brate Iowa's Sesquicentennial with a 
seminar, "A Capital Affair," featuring 
Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, FUGA, 
nationally acclaimed genealogist and 
Loren Horton, Iowa's historian. This 
will be the biggest and best IGS con
ference yet, with more workshops and 
exhibitors than ever before. For a 
brochure call (515) 276-0287 or write 
to Don Southwood, "A Capital Af
fair," IGS, P.O. Box 7735, Des 
Moines, IA 50322-7735. 

October 19, Dallas, Texas: Super Slueth
ing: The Sherlock Holmes "Write" 
Way to Research, featuring Leslie 
Collier, is presented as one of the 1996 
Lecture Series by the Dallas Genealog
ical Society. Write to DGS Lecture 
Series, P.O. Box 25556, Dallas, TX 
75225-1556. (See also, August 24.) 

October 19, Manhattan, Kansas: Riley 
County Genealogical Society presents 
The Great Discovery-Kansas, a 
workshop featuring Don Hensen, Joyce 
Hensen, Pat Shackelford, and Derrick 
Werthem. Call (913) 565-6495 on Tues-

Date & Location Contact 

August 3 David P. Choate 
Essex, Massachusetts 21 Vince Street 

Melrose, MA 02176 

October 18-20 Edna Cogswell Roberds 
Charleston, South Carolina 165 River North Drive NW 

Atlanta, GA 30328 

August 24, 1996 Dr. Cecil P. Enders Pottieger 
Enders Grove, Pennsylvania P.O. Box 3371 

Frederick, MD 21705-3371 

September 28 & 29, 1996 Lida (Kidwell) Hail, Sec/Treas 
Indianapolis, Indiana Kidwell Family Association 

2736 Brinser Road 
Middletown, P A 17057-4411 

August 15-18, 1996 The Newman Family Society 
Durango, Colorado Attn: Shirley Sheets 

1675 South Steele Street 
Denver, CO 80210-2939 
tel: (303) 733-4935 

August 24-25, 1996 Meg Barnard, Secretary 
Laconia, New Hampshire The Sanborn Family Association 

tel: (603) 622-8202 

August 8-11, 1996 Edward L. Strother 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 36 Puget Drive 

Steilacoom, WA 98388-1521 



day, Thursday or Saturday for details. 

October 19, Modesto, California: James 
Hansen will present four topics at the 
seminar of the Genealogical Society of 
Stanislaus County, CA, Inc: The Drap
er Manuscripts, What to Do When 
You Hit a Brick Wall, Naturalization 
and Passenger Lists, Getting Around 
the Lost 1890 Census. Contact 
GSSCC, P.O. Box 4735, Modesto, CA 
95352-4735. 

October 19, Princeton, Illinois: New 
England Research, sponsored by the 
Bureau County Illinois Genealogical 
Society will feature Gary Boyd Roberts 
from the New England Historic Genea
logical Society. Topics will be Best 
Printed Sources for New England 
Research, The New England Family, 
and Fun Ancestors. Contact BCGS, 
P.O. Box 402, Princeton, IL 61356 or 
call (815) 875-8491. 

October 19, Virginia Beach, Virginia: A 
Genealogy Fair, open to the public, is 
to be sponsored by the Virginia Beach 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 62901, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23466-2901. 
Contact Robert W. Kirby (804) 340-
0770 for details. 

October 25-26, Springfield, Illinois: 
"Questions and Ancestors," the 28th 
annual conference of the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society, will feature 
Larry O. Jensen and Sandra H. 
Luebking. Contact ISGS, P.O. Box 
10195, Springfield, IL 62791-0195. 

October 25, York, Pennsylvania: The 
York Ancestor Fair, hosted by Caroli
na Trader Promotions, P.O. Box 769, 
Monroe, NC 28111-0769, will feature 
vendors, speakers, and special consul
tants. Vendors should call Richard and 
Esther Shields (704) 282-1339. 

October 27-November 3, Salt Lake City, 
Utah: The New England Historic 
Genealogical Society offers a full week 
of research, consultations with NEHGS 
staff, and special group meals and 
activities in the annual Salt Lake City 
Research Tour. For details call 
NEHGS at (617) 536-5740, ext. 202. 

November 16, Tucson, Arizona: The 

Arizona State Genealogical Society will 
feature David Rencher, AG, in a semi
nar, "Researching Your Irish Roots." 
The topics are: Ireland Census and 
Census Substitutes; Irish Immigration; 
and Irish Genealogical Collections in 
the Genealogical Society of Utah. 
Write ASGS, P.O. Box 42075, c/o 
Seminar Chair, Tucson, AZ 85733-
2075 or call (520) 299-2283. 

1997 
January 20-24, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 

Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy offers 
extensive use of the facilities of the 
Family History Library to provide 
instruction, assignments, and feedback. 
Limited enrollment available in the 
seven course offerings. For application 
materials, write to: Salt Lake Institute 
of Genealogy, P.O. Box 1144, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84110-1144. 

January 24-25, Plano, Texas: Gentech 
'97 will feature nationally known 
speakers, software demonstrations, 
online services, developers of software 
for genealogists, vendors, and the 
Applied Technology Gallery showing 
how genealogists have used technology 
effectively. Contact Gentech Home 
Page: http://www/connect.net/beau/ 
gentech or write Gentech, P.O. Box 
28021, Dallas, TX 75228. 

April 25-27, Cromwell, Connecticut: The 
New England Regional Genealogical 
Conference, sponsored by over 20 
societies, will present 50 plus lectures 
by more than 30 international, nation
al, and local speakers. Highlights are 
pre-conference workshops, computer 
workshops, vendors, banquets, re
search trips and tours. Contact Tiara, 
P.O. Box 619, Sudbury, MA 01776. 

September 3-6, Dallas, Texas: "Unlock 
Your Heritage with Creative Problem 
Solving" is the title of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies annual con
ference for 1997. Watch FORUM for 
details as they become available. 

LATE CALENDAR ITEMS 
[Note: A production delay allowed us 

to include the following items which were 
received past FORUM deadline. To en
sure inclusion of your event in FORUM 
Calendar, please provide information by 
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October 1 for Winter issue (mid-January 
delivery). 

October 11-12, Ontario, California: The 
Southern California Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealo
gists will present "Managing Your 
Genealogy Business. " For information, 
contact Melinda E. Kashuba, Ph.D., 
SCCAPG Program Chair, P.O. Box 
9486, Dept. N, Brea, CA 92622. 
Speakers include small business com
puter consultants, an IRS agent, an 
insurance specialist, an investigative 
journalist and author, an attorney-at
law who handles contracts, trademark 
registration, copyrights and business 
and intellectual property law, and a 
professional genealogist. 

October 12, Belleville, Illinois: The St. 
Clair Genealogical Society will conduct 
an all day conference focusing on 
beginning and intermediate genealogy . 
Contact Wildamae Brestal, conference 
coordinator, SCCGS, P.O. Box 431, 
Belleville, IL 62222-0431. 

October 12, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin: 
Mr. Daniel M. Schlyter, Reference 
Consultant in European Research at the 
Family History Library, Salt Lake 
City, will lecture at the fall seminar of 
the Wisconsin State Genealogical Soci
ety. For more information contact John 
A. Brissee, Rt. 2 529 Echo Valley 
Road, Brooklyn, WI 53521-9448 or 
telephone (608) 835-9750. 

Now on World Wide Web Internet 
The Southwest Oklahoma Genealogical 
Society of Lawton, Oklahoma. home page 
address is: http://www.sirinet.net/ 
-lgarris/swogs. [Paul Follett, SWOGS 
Librarian] 

New Address 
The Board for Certification of Genealogists, 
P.O. Box 14291, Washington, D.C. 20044 

The Aurora Genealogical Society of Colo
rado has a new post office box and zip 
code: P.O. Box 31732, Aurora, CO 
80041-0732. [Paul Rawls] 

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, 
1305 Locust Street, Philadelphia, P A 
19107 [Jane Adams Clarke, Executive 
Director] 
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FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES-425 MEMBERS AND GROWING! 

(N) denotes new member; • denotes charter member 

ALABAMA 
Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Institute of Genealogy & Historical Research, Samford 

University 
Montgomery Genealogical Society 
Natchez Trace Genealogical Society 

ALASKA 
Fairbanks Genealogical Society 

ARIZONA 
Afro-America.. Historical & Genealogical Society-Tucson 

(N) 
Apache Genealogical Society 
Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board 
Arizona State Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Yuma Arizona 
Genealogical Workshop of Mesa 
Green Valley Genealogical Society 
Mesa Family History Center 
Mohave County Genealogical Society (N) 
Northern Arizona Genealogical Society 
Phoenix Genealogical Society, The 
Sun Cities Genealogical Society, Inc. 

ARKANSAS 
Arkansas Genealogical Society 
Lipscomb Room Greene County Library (N) 
Professional Genealogists of Arkansas, Inc. 

CALIFORNIA 
Boyt-Boyetltle/ Family 
British Isles Family History Soc of Los Angeles 
California African-American Genealogy Society 
California Genealogical Society - Library 
California State Genealogical ADiance 
Carlsbad Genealogical Society 
Conejo Valley Genealogical Society 
Contra Costa County Genealogical Society 
Cork Family History 
East Kern Genealogical Society 
Escondido Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Genealogical and Historical Council Sacramento Valley 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 
Genealogical Society of Morongo Basin 
Genealogical Society of Riverside • 
Genealogical Society of Santa Cruz County, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
German Research Association, Inc. 
Glendora Genealogical Group 
Imntigrant Genealogical Society Library 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Los Angeles 
Jurupa Valley Genealogy Society 
Kern County Genealogical Society 
Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society 
Los Angeles Westside Genealogical Society 
Monterey County Genealogical Society 
Napa Valley Genealogical & Biographical Society 
Orange County Genealogical Society 
Palm Springs Genealogical Society 
POINT/POINTers 
Questing Heirs Genealogical Society 
Rose Family Association 
San Diego Genealogical Society 
San Diego Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Fernando Valley Genealogical Society 
San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Lnis Obispo County Genealogical Society 
San Mateo County Genealogical Society 
Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society 
Santa Clara County Hist & Genealogical Society 
Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society Library 
Silicon Valley PAF Users Group 
Solano County Genealogical Society 
South Bay Cities Genealogical Society 
Southern California Genealogical Society 
Timothe De Mombrun Society 
Vandenberg Genealogical Society 
Whinier Area Genealogical Society 

COWRADO 
Aurora Genealogical Society of Colorado 
Boulder Genealogical Society • 
CogsweD Family Association 
Colorado Chapter/Ohio Genealogical Society 
Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
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As of 27 May 1996 
Colorado Genealogical Society • 
Columbine Gen and Hist Society, Inc .• 
Foothills Genealogical Society of ColoradO, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Colorado (N) 
Larimer County Genealogical Society 
Longmont Genealogical Society 
Pemose Genealogy Library 
Pikes Peak Genealogical Society 
Weld County Genealogical Society 

CONNECTlCur 
Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc .• 
Middlesex Genealogical Society 

DELAWARE 
Delaware Genealogical Society 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, The 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-James Dem 

Walker (N) 
Genealogical Speaker's Guild 
NSDAR Library 

FWRIDA 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-Central 

Florida (N) 
Alachua County Genealogical Society 
Amelia Island Genealogical Society 
Central Florida Genealogical Society 
Citrus County Genealogical Society 
Florida State Genealogical Society (N) 
Genealogical Society of Broward County Inc. 
Genealogical Society of CoDier County 
Genealogical Society of Hernando County 
Genealogical Society of North Brevard, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Sarasota 
Genealogical Society of South Brevard • 
Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 
Indian River Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County 
Kinseekers Genealogical Society of Lake County 
Lee County Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Manasota Genealogical Society Inc. 
Palm Beach County Genealogical Society 
Putnam County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society 
Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Tallaltassee Genealogical Society (N) 
Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 

GEORGIA 
Cobb County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Ellen Payne Odom Genealogy Library, Inc. 
Georgia Genealogical Society • 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Georgia 
Paulding County Genealogical Society 

IlAWAJI 
Hawaii County Genealogical Society 
Sandwich Islands Genealogy Society 

IDAHO 
Friends of the Idaho Genealogical Library 
Idaho Heardand Genealogists (N) 
Predmore Pridemore Pridmore Prigmore Association 

ILLINOIS 
Afro-American Genealogical & Historical Society of Chicago 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society - Little 

Egypt (N) 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-Patricia 

LiddeD Researchers (N) 
BeDeville Public Library 
Blackhawk Genealogical Society 
Bureau County Genealogical Society 
Champaign County Genealogical Society 
Chicago Genealogical Society • 
Dupage County Genealogical Society 
Edgar County Genealogical Society 
Elgin Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst 
ruinois State Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of lDinois 

Lake County ruinois Genealogical Society 
LaSalle County Genealogy Guild (N) 
Lithuanian American Genealogical Society 
McHenry County ruinois Genealogical Society 
McLean County Genealogical Society 
North Suburban Genealogical Society 
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists 
Polish Genealogical Society of America 
South Suburban Genealogical and Historical Society • 
Stephenson County Genealogical Society 
Will/Grundy County Genealogical Society 
Zion Genealogical Society 

INDIANA 
ADen County Genealogical Society of Indiana • 
ADen County Public Library 
Anderson Public Library 
Bartholomew County Genealogical Society 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research 
Indiana Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Johnson County Public Library 
LaPorte County Indiana Genealogical Society 
Marshall County Genealogical Society (N) 
New Castle-Henry County Public Library 
Noblesville Southeastern Public Library 
Pulaski County Public Library 
South Bend Area Genealogical Society 
Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
SuUivan County Public Library 
Tippecanoe County Area Genealogical Society (N) 
Tri-County Genealogical Society 
Tri-State Genealogical Society (N) 

IOWA 
Des Moines County Genealogical Society 
Dubuque County-Key City Gen. Society 
Iowa City Genealogical Society 
Iowa Genealogical Society • 
Iowa State Historical Dept. 
Northeast Iowa Genealogical Society 
Richardson Sloane Genealogical Library 
Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society 

KANSAS 
Cherokee County Genealogical-HistOrical Society 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies 
Labelle County Genealogical Society 
North Central Kansas Gen Society and Library 
PbiUips County Genealogical Society 
Reno County Genealogical Society 
Riley County Genealogical Society 
Topeka Genealogical Society 

KENTUCKY 
Ancestral Trails Historic;.) Society, Inc. 
Lonisville Genealogical Society 
McCracken County Genealogical and Historical Society 
Scott County Genealogical Society 

LoUISIANA 
Baton Rouge Genealogical and Historical Society 
Genealogy West Inc. 
Imperial St. Landry Genealogical & Historical Society 
Jefferson Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of New Orleans 
Lonisiana Genealogical & Historical Society 

MARYLAND 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-Central 

Maryland (N) 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-Price 

George's County (N) 
Genealogical Council of Maryland 
The Lower Delmarva Genealogical Society 

MAsSACHUSETrS 
America Online Genealogy Forum 
Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society 
Falmouth Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Roundtable, The 
Irish Ancestral Research Association 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston 
Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 
South Shore Genealogical Society 

MICIUGAN 
Bay County Genealogical Society 



Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
Cheboygan County Genealogical Society 
Dearborn Genealogical Society 
Detroit Public Ubrary 
Detroit Society For Genealogical Research 
Downriver Genealogical Society 
Eaton County Genealogical Society 
Flint Genealogical Society 
Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Washtenaw County 
Grand Traverse Area Genealogical Society 
Historical Society of St. Clair Shores 
lewish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society 
Kalkaska Genealogical Society 
Ubrary of Michigan - Serials 
Uvingston County Genealogical Society 
Marquette County Genealogical Society 
Michigan Genealogical Council 
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society 
Muskegon County Genealogical Society 
Newaygo County Society of History & Genealogy 
Oceana County Historical Society 
Oakland County Historical Society 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Roseville Historical and Genealogical Society 
Western Wayne County Genealogical Society 

MINNES(JI'A 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Freeborn County Genealogical Society 
Minoesota Genealogical Society 
Mower County Genealogical Society 
Range Genealogical Society 

MISSISSIPPI 
Council of Genealogy Columnists 
Family Research Association of Mississippi 

MISSOURI 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-Landon 

Creek(N) 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-Magic 

(N) 
American Family Records Association 
Genealogical Society of Central Missonri 
Heart of America Genealogical Society & Ubrary, Inc .• 
1 ackson County Genealogical Society 
Uvingston County Genealogical Society 
Mid-Continent Public Ubrary 
Missonri State Genealogical Association 
Ozarks Genealogical Society Inc. 
St. Louis Genealogical Society 

MONTANA 
Bitterroot Genealogical Society 
Yellowstone Genealogy Forum 

NEBRASKA 
Fort Kearny Genealogical Society 
Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Genealogical Society 
Nebraska State Genealogical Society 
North Platte Genealogical Society 
Prairie Pioneer Genealogical Society, Inc. 

NEVADA 
Northeastern Nevada Genealogical Society 

NEW IlAMpSIDRE 
New Hampshire Society of Genealogists, Inc. (N) 

NEW JERSEY 
Afro-AmericanHistorical & Genealogical Society, 

Inc. - New Jersey Chapter 
Bunker Family Association 
Genealogical Society of The Westfields 
Jewish Genealogical Society of North Jersey 
Jewish Historical Society of Centrallersey (N) 
Monmouth County Historical Association-Genealogu Club 
Scotch Plains Family History Center 

NEW MEXICO 
Alamogordo Genealogical Society 
Genealogy Club, The 
Los Alamos Family History Society 
Southern New Mexico Genealogical Society 

NEW YORK 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-lean 

Sampson Scott Greater New York (N) 
Capital District Genealogical Society 
Chautauqua County Genealogical Society 
Greater Ridgewood Historical Society 

Huntington Historical Society, The 
Irish Family History Forum 
Italian Genealogical Group of New York 
lewish Genealogical Society of Long Island 
lewish Genealogical Society, Inc. (NY) 
lewish Genealogical Society of Rochester 
Kodak Genealogical Society 
NASSAU Genealogy Workshop 
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Genealogical Society (N) 
Rochester Genealogical Society 
Seeley Genealogical Society 
Sumner Family Association 
Westchester County Genealogical Society 

NORm CAROLINA 
Carolinas Genealogical Society 
Durham-Orange Genealogical Society 
Haywood County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
North Carolina Genealogical Society 
Old Buncombe County Genealogical Society 
State Ubrary of North Carolina • 

NORm DAK(JI'A 
Bismarck-Mmlan Historical & Genealogy Sociely, Jnc. 
Germans From Russia Heritage Sociely 

OHIO 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society of 

Cleveland (N) 
East Cuyahoga Counly Genealogical Sociely (Chp of OGS) 
Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society • 
Hamilton County Chapter of OGS 
lewish Genealogy Sociely of Cleveland 
Lorain County Chapter of Ohio Genealogical Society 
Lucas County Chapter - OGS 
Ohio Genealogical Sociely 
Palatines to America Ubrary 
Pinkham Family History Society 
Washington County Chapter of OGS 

OKLAHOMA 
Canadian County Genealogical Sociely 
Federation of Oklahoma Genealogical Societies 
Kiowa County Genealogical Society (N) 
Oklahoma Genealogical Sociely • 
Ottawa County Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Southwest Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Tulsa Genealogical Sociely 

OREGON 
Belgian Researchers, The 
Cottage Grove Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc. 
Grants Pass Genealogical Society 
Lebanon Genealogical Society 
Siuslaw Genealogical Sociely 
Willamette Valley Genealogical Society (N) 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society-Western 

Pennsylvania (N) 
Genealogical Sociely of Pennsylvania, The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania Ubrary 
Jewish Genealogical Sociely of Philadelphia 
Lycoming County Genealogical Sociely 
North Hills Genealogists 
Old York Road Genealogical Society 
Warren Counly Genealogical Sociely 
Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society (N) 

SOUTH DAK(JI'A 
Sioux Valley Genealogical Sociely 

TENNESSEE 
African-American Genealogical & Historical Sociely 
lefferson County Genealogical Society 

TEXAS 
African American Genealogical and Historical 

Society-Houston (N) 
Bay Area Genealogy Stody Club 
Clan Dunl1ar 
Collin County Genealogical Society 
Dallas Genealogical Society 
Denison Ubrary Historical & Genealogical Society 
Duncanville Genealogical Society (N) 
EI Paso Genealogical Society 
Frontier Press 
Galveston County Genealogical Society 
Garland Genealogical Society 
Gentech, Inc. 
Guadalupe County Genealogical Society 
Hinchman Heritage Society 

FGS FORUM 

Hopkins County Genealogical Society 
Houston Genealogical Forum 
Institute of Genealogical Stodies 
Irving Genealogical Society (N) 
Jensen-Petersen-EIkjer Family Association 
Johnson County Genealogical Society 
McAllen Genealogical Society 
NARFE Chapter 1320 Genealogy Group 
NT IBNR Genealogy Club 
Polish Genealogical Society of Texas 
Rockwall County Genealogical Society 
San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society 
TEJAS Publications & Research (N) 
Texarkana USA Genealogical Society (N) 
Tip-O' -Texas Genealogical Society 

UTAH 
Alice's Ancestral Nostalgia 
American Research Bureau, Inc. 
Automated Research, Inc 
Brigham City Family History Center 
Family Heritage Resources 
Genealogical Society of Utah Ubrary • 
GeneSys 
International Society for British Genealogy & Family History 
Rogers of Delphi Falls 
Utah Genealogical Association 

VERMONT 
Welsh-American Genealogical Society (N) 

VIRGINIA 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society (N) 
Alleghany Highlands Gen Society 
Association of One-Name Stodies 
Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia 
Fairfax Genealogical Society 
Fredericksburg Regional Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia 
Genealogical Society of the Northern Neck of VA 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Washington 
National Genealogical Society 
Scott One-Name Stody 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 
Virginia Genealogical Society 

WASHINGTON 
Clallam County Genealogical Society 
Clark County Genealogical Society (N) 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Eastside Genealogical Society 
Galizien German Descendants 
Grays Harbor Genealogy 
Heritage Archives 
Kittitas County Genealogical Society 
Northeast Washington Genealogical Society 
Seattle Genealogical Society 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Soo-Isle Genealogical Society 
Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society 
Tri City Genealogical Society 
Washington State Genealogical Society (N) 
Wenatchee Area Genealogical Society 
Whatcom Genealogical Society 
Whittnan County Genealogical Society 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants 
Mining Your History Foundation 

WISCONSIN 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical 

Society - Tidewater (N) 
Association of One-Name Stodies 
Chippewa County Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Heart 0' Wisconsin Genealogical Society 
Lost In Canada? 
Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Genealogical Workshop 
Sheboygan County Genealogical Society 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin Ubrary 
Wisconsin Genealogical Council, Inc. 
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS 
CANADA 
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa 
lewish Genealogical Institute of British Columbia 
Ontario Genealogical Society • 

GERMANY 
Haskell Family Society 
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Why should your society join the Federation? 
Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 400 genea
logical and historical societies, family associations, and libraries, with a combined membership of more than 100,000 indi
vidual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at the national level. 
It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their activities, and to monitor 
events that are critical to the future of genealogy. 

Benefits of Membership: 
• Society management workshops and publications. 
• Forty percent discount on the quarterly pUblica

tion Forum for all your members. 
• Discounts on all FGS publications. 
• Educational and netwOEking opportunities at 

annual Federation conferences. 
• Collective voice promoting the interests of gene

alogists. 
• Records preservation and access monitoring of 

government records. 
• Leadership in projects of importance to genea

logists such as the Civil War Soldiers project. 

Less than fifty cents per 
member enables your society 
to make a difference in the 

future of genealogy! 

Collectively we can make a difference! 

Dues Structure 
Number Annual 

of Members Dues 

0-50 $25 

51-99 $35 

100-199 $45 

200-299 $55 

300-399 $65 

400-499 $75 

500-999 $85 

1,000+ SI05 

Librariesl 
Instirutions $25 
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