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MID-CONTINENT EXPANDS 
GENEALOGY DEPARTMENT 

by Martha L. Henderson, Genealogy Librarian and Department Head 

reading. Besides the 
census microfilm, Mid
Continent's collection 
includes the Draper 
Manuscripts, Kentucky 
tax rolls, selected pas
senger lists, Missouri 
State Penitentiary re
cords, many state and 
local records, papers of 
the St. Louis fur trade, 
and miscellaneous mili
tary and Indian records. 

Mid-Continent 
Public Library 

System announces the 
completion of a 12,000 
square foot addition for 
its Genealogy and Local 
History Department. The 
expanded Genealogy 
Department features 34 
new microfilm readers, 
compact microfilm 
shelving and a doubling 
of reading tables and 
floor space. The new 
addition is part of the 
North Independence 
Branch Library located on 
the comer of Spring Street 
and 24 Highway in Inde
pendence, Missouri. 

Entrance to the Genealogy and Local History Department 
of the Mid-Continent Public library System 

To conserve valuable 
floor space, Mid-Cont
inent's collection devel
opment program has 
recently concentrated on 
purchasing research 

Mid-Continent's Genealogy and Local 
History Department began in the 1920s 
as a local history collection based on 
donations by the local Daughters of the 
American Revolution chapter. In the 
1970s, Library Director John Ferguson 
expanded the collection with major pur
chases of census records, county histo
ries and atlases. Ferguson also strength
ened the department's staff and encour
aged development within the community . 
Since then, the Genealogy and Local 
History Department has grown to be
come a nationally recognized genealogi
cal research center attracting researchers 
from across the nation. 

The library's major resources include 
the complete Federal population sched
ules, 1790-1920 with accompanying 
soundex indexes. Within a reference 
book collection of over 30,000 titles, 

visitors will find a variety of family 
genealogies, local and state histories and 
compiled county court records. The 
collection's emphasis is on Missouri and 
states east of Missouri specifically those 
in New England, Mid-Atlantic, Trans
Appalachian and the old south. 

The expansion program includes 
installation of seven units of Gemtrac 
Compact Shelving to house the library's 
38,000 rolls of microfilm. This type of 
shelving offers access to microfilm rolls 
through vertical door shelving rather 
than horizontal cabinet-type shelving. 
Thirty-four new microfilm readers have 
been installed in a separate reading room 
offering dimmed lighting for better 

collections on micro
fiche. These include University Micro
films International's Genealogy and 
Local History Collection, the Interna
tional Genealogical Index (lGI), Univer
sity Publications of America's Civil War 
Unit Histories, American Biographical 
Archive and a growing collection of 
state vital records. Unique to Mid
Continent's services is a Genealogy 
Circulating Collection. Over 5,000 titles 
are available to researchers nationwide 
through interlibrary loan. Begun in 1985 
through a cooperative effort with the 
American Family Records Association 
(AFRA) , the collection offers many 
newly published family genealogies, 

(continued on page 36) 
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THE SOCIETY FOR YOUR SOCIETY: 
FGS CELEBRATES Two DECADES OF SERVICE 

Curt B. Witcher, FUGA, FGS President 

The year 1996 marks the beginning of 
the Federation of Genealogical So

cieties' third decade of service to the 
genealogical community. From high ide
als, with much hard work, and through a 
number of challenges, the Federation 
continues to grow. As we celebrate our 
20th birthday, look for that celebration not 
in the form of a large party with lots of 
fan-fare but in the form of a rededication 
to working toward goals and accomplish
ing objectives for the benefit of our mem
ber societies and the genealogical commu
nity. Toward that end, the Federation has 
established four major goals for 1996. 

The first goal established at our winter 
board meeting is to expand the Federa
tion's publications to meet the growing 
needs of the Federation and the needs of 
our member societies. To meet this goal, 
a number of objectives have been estab
lished. Increased attention will be given to 
the popular Society Strategy Series publi
cations. These papers continue to provide 
societies with concrete suggestions and 
advice on how to manage their various 
areas of activities. A minimum of eight 
new papers will be available by the end of 
1997. The Federation would also like to 
offer for sale an increasing number of 
titles published by other organizations and 
individuals that pertain to subjects of vital 
interest and wide appeal to societies. 
Publications that address the successful 
governance and management of organiza
tions, offer types of educational programs 
historical and genealogical societies can 
provide, and suggest methods of dealing 
with government regulations and codes are 
among those the Federation would like to 
make available to its members. 

In an effort to practice what we 
preach, the Federation is also endeavoring 
to carefully examine its committee struc
ture and various operating procedures. 
The results of these examinations will be 
codified in a new Policies and Procedures 
Manual. This new compilation should 
assist current and future board members 
in operating more effectively. Another 
special publication planned for debut in 

Curt B. Witcher 
FGS President 

"The Federation has 
established four major 
goals for 1996 ... " 

'96 is a bylaws workbook. As that task 
for most every society is a formidable 
one, we look forward to this publication 
with great anticipation. 

Our second goal of the new decade is 
to expand knowledge of the Federation, 
its mission, and its many programs 
throughout the genealogical community. 
There are a number of objectives through 
which the board believes this can be 
accomplished. The basic structure of our 
expanded homepage on the Internet will 
be completed by 15 March 1996. Through 
our homepage, we plan on offering not 
only traditional information about the 
Federation and the projects in which the 
organization is involved, but also the full 
text of all our Society Strategy Series 
publications and our membership directory 
with links to the homepages of our mem
ber societies. We will be investigating 
avenues and mechanisms for disseminating 
time-sensitive data electronically to all 

major bulletin boards and listservs ac
cessed by genealogists and family histori
ans. This will enable crucial information 
about vital records, the preservation of 
valuable documents, and important pend
ing legislation to be shared quickly with 
the widest range of interested individuals. 

The Federation's third goal is to con
tinue bringing the highest quality educa
tional and networking experiences to the 
genealogical community in the form of 
national conferences. Again, from rather 
humble beginnings, the Federation's Con
ferences for the Nation's Genealogists 
have grown in both popUlarity and scope. 
Coupled with each traditional three days 
of lectures is a pre-conference devoted 
exclusively to society management issues. 
These pre-conferences offer attendees an 
opportunity to learn the skills, build the 
networks, and find the resources to be
come leaders in the genealogical commu
nity of tomorrow. Genealogists, as a 
major constituent group of record reposi
tories and data centers, will only be as 
strong as their local societies are 
strong-and will only be heard in matters 
of importance to the degree in which their 
local societies are effective in creating and 
managing opportunities. The record sur
veys and research methodology lectures 
will continue to play a significant role in 
the three days following the society man
agement pre-conferences. 

Continuing since its founding days, one 
of the most important missions of the 
Federation is to marshal the resources of 
the genealogical community. So much 
more can be accomplished when we work 
together and there are some phenomenal 
projects we can work together to accom
plish. As its fourth goal, the Federation is 
rededicating itself to garnering meaningful 
support for these projects. 

For many years the genealogical com
munity has been supporting a Dollars for 
Documents program in which each genea
logical society across America is asked to 
give one dollar per year for each of its 
members. These dollars are deposited into 

(continued on page 5) 
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FGS DIRECTORS TAKE OFFICE 
Three of the four directors who were 

elected to office for 1996-1998 are 
new to the Federation board. The fourth, 
Joan K. Mitchell, PhD., will serve a 
second term. These introductions include 
Pamela J. Hall, appointed by President 
Curt B. Witcher to fill the unexpired one 
year term of Daniel C. Fitzgerald who 
resigned in December. 

Pamela J. Hall, Vero Beach, Florida. 
Pam has been the genealogy librarian for 
the Indian River County Main Library 
(Florida) since 1986. She has served as 
president of the 
Indian River 
Genealogical 
Society, editor of 
its newsletter 
from 1987-92, 
and its program 
chairman, 1991-
95. Pam has been 
active at the state 
level since 1989, 
serving as vice-president of the Florida 
State Genealogical Society, 1989-91, as 
trustee from 1992-95, and, currently, as 
second vice president. Pam is a teacher 
and lecturer on genealogy at local, state 
and national levels. She is founder (May 
1990) and chairperson of the first "Gene
alogy and Local History Caucus" of the 
Florida Library Association. For her activi
ties on behalf of this Caucus, Pam received 
the Distinguished Service Award from the 
Florida State Genealogical Society. 

Karen Clifford, AG, Monterey, Cali
fornia. Karen is the founding president of 
the Monterey County Genealogical Society 
and has also served that society as their 
annual seminar 
chair, editor of 
their newsletter, 
and special pro
jects coordinator. 
She serves on the 
board of the Utah 
Genealogical 
Association 
(chairing the 
publications com
mittee); currently serves as editor of the 
California State Genealogy Alliance, 
where she formerly served as regional 
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director for northern California; has been 
an FGS delegate for six years and winner 
of the 1995 delegates award; and chairs 
the FGS delegate relations subcommittee. 
She is an accredited genealogist in mid
western states research, an instructor in 
genealogy and computers at Monterey 
Peninsula College and Hartnell College in 
California. She is owner of Genealogy 
Research Associates, editor of the Califor
nia State Genealogy Alliance Newsletter, 
director of the Monterey California Fami
ly History Center, and author of the new 
Genealogy and Computers, a three-volume 
textbook series for beginning to advanced 
genealogists. Karen is a 1995 recipient of 
the FGS Award of Merit. 

Mark Russell Miller, San Diego, 
California. Mark most recently served as 
the exhibits chair for the 1995 National 
Genealogical Society conference held in 
San Diego. He is 
an active member 
in the San Diego 
Genealogical 
Society, the San 
Diego Civil War 
Roundtable, and a 
member of the 
Johnson County 
(AR) Historical 
Society, Washing
ton County (AR) Historical Society, and 
the Society of Mayflower Descendants. 
Mark has been a speaker for the Califor
nia 75th Assembly District Caucus and the 
Civil War Roundtable. He is keenly inter
ested in devoting his time to the Civil War 
Soldiers Project and Record Preservation 
efforts for FGS. A 1987 graduate from 
Georgetown University, in Washington, 
D.C., with a degree in marketing, Mark 
owns and operates his own business. 
Mark is currently writing a regimental 
history of the 16th Arkansas Confederate 
Infantry. 

Joan Kirchman Mitchell, PhD., 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Joan is a magna 
cum laude, biology and chemistry gradu
ate from Radford College (V A) and holds 
a masters in biology/genetics and a doc
torate in administration from the Universi
ty of Alabama where she retired as assis
tant dean, but continues to teach human 

anatomy and 
physiology, ge
netics, and repro
duction. She has 
served on the 
board of directors 
of FGS since 
1992. In 1993, 
she was named 
director of Sam
ford University's 
Institute of Genealogy and Historical 
Research. She is a charter member of the 
Genealogical Speakers Guild, and holds 
memberships in the Tuscaloosa (AL) 
Genealogical Society, the National Genea
logical Society, and the Association of 
Professional Genealogists among others. 
She has considerable conference planning 
experience in both the scientific and gene
alogical worlds: as professional society 
conference coordinator; program chair for 
the 1994 NGS Houston conference, and 
chair of the FGS conference committee, 
which has scheduled national conferences 
through 2001. 

Dawne Slater-Putt, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. Dawne is a reference librarian 
for the Historical Genealogy Department 
of the Allen County Public Library in 
Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. She 
holds a bachelor's 
degree in journal
ism and french 
(awarded cum 
laude) from Ball 
State University 
and masters 
degrees in Ameri
can history and 
library science from Ball State and Indiana 
University, respectively. She served as 
supervisor of the Periodical Source Index 
project for two years; feature reporter and 
assistant feature page editor for the 
Kokomo Tribune (Kokomo, IN); vice 
president of the Allen County Genealogi
cal Society; exhibits co-chair for the 1993 
FGS conference in St. Louis; editor of the 
Indiana Genealogist, journal of the Indi
ana Genealogical Society, for six years. 
Dawne is the author of several genealo
gies and social history works, including a 
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study of the Bassett-Ellis African Ameri
can settlement of Howard County, Indi
ana, and Beyond Books: Allen County's 
Public Library History, 1895-1995. 

FGS: Two DECADES OF SERVICE 

Retiring Board Members 
Peter W. Bunce, Wayne Morris, and 

Ryan Taylor are the retiring directors. FGS 
thanks them for their many contributions. 

Peter W. Bunce has been an FGS 
director since 1992. During his tenure he 
served on the conference planning com
mittee and the National Archives Advisory 
Council. In 1988, Peter received an FGS 
award of merit for his activities on behalf 
of the genealogical community and the 
National Archives-Great Lakes Region, 
where he is the director. Most recently, 
FGS awarded Peter a distinguished service 
award (1995). 

Wayne Morris, Layton, Utah, was first 
an FGS board member in 1982, as vice
president, external relations. He continued 
as an FGS officer from 1982 through 
1990, then returned to the board in 1994 
as treasurer. In 1995, Wayne became a 
director. Among other related tasks, 
Wayne served as conference treasurer for 
the 1994 and 1995 FGS conferences. 
Wayne received a distinguished service 
award in 1988 and a certificate of appreci
ation in 1995 for his work on behalf of 
the federation. 

Ryan Taylor became director in 1993. 
He has served on the publications commit
tee, was co-editor of the Society Strategy 
Series, a set of papers providing direction 
and useful information to society officers 
and committee chairs. 

(continued from page 3) 
the Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund 
and used to preserve and microfilm feder
al records which contain significant quan
tities of personal identifying data. The 
Stern NARA Gift Fund is a very tangible 
way for us to take an active role in pre
serving and making accessible the docu
ments which chronicle our heritage. The 
Federation is committing to raise $50,000 
by the end of this year. This commitment 
can only be fulfilled with great assistance 
from our member societies. 

In 1996, the Federation is re-doubling 
its efforts to marshal the resources of the 
genealogical community toward the com
pletion of phase one of the Civil War 
Soldiers System. Our objective in support 
of this goal is to have at least sixty per
cent of the general service record index 
cards input, verified, and audited by De
cember 31, 1996. There is still a great 
need for societies and organizations inter
ested in serving as area or regional work 
groups. 

As a third objective in support of the 
goal of marshaling the resources of the 
genealogical community, the Federation 
will complete the implementation of a 
nation-wide "records preservation and 
access network" with the appointment of 
regional level coordinators by year's end. 
This network will alert the appropriate 
people when access to important records 
and documents is threatened as well as 
provide a mechanism for sharing data 
about successfully dealing with record 
custodians and government officials at all 

Indiana Resident? Indiana Roots? 
JOIN NOW FOR 1996! 

Indiana Genealogical Society 
P. O. Box 10507 Dept. F 
F ort Wayne, IN 46852 

Single Membership $20, Family $25. Benefits Include: 
6 Issues of IGS Newsletter 
4 Issues of IGS Journal 
Annual l\,feeting/Confcrencc 

Discounts on IGS Publications 
Free queries in IGS Newsletter 
Partieipate in Statewide Projects 

levels. The collective wisdom that can be 
gained through cooperation in an impor
tant arena such as this makes the estab
lishment and maintenance of a working 
network imperative. 

It would seem a shame to allow a 
milestone birthday to pass without just a 
little celebration, so a few events are 
being planned for the Rochester confer
ence. While it may seem just a little for
ward, I believe the best part of the Feder
ation's 20th birthday celebration should 
come in the form of gifts-yes, gifts from 
you. There are some particular gifts that 
I think would be appropriate. 

The first gift you can give is the gift of 
activity-be active in your local society. 
That activity can take any form you 
want-just do it. Join your local society 
and commit to doing at least one tangible, 
positive thing for that organization. You 
will find so many rewards from giving 
that gift that you may just want to give 
another one-and I would ask that you 
consider being active in the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies as that other gift. 
The nominating committee of the Federa
tion is looking for five officers and three 
directors for a slate of candidates to start 
serving in 1997. How about you? There 
are numerous activities, committees, and 
work groups under the umbrella of the 
Federation. Could your time, talents, and 
energies be used by the Federation to 
better serve the genealogical community 
in general and societies in particular? 
Would you be willing to organize your 
interest group, society, organization, or 
re-enactors' group into a work-group for 
the Civil War Soldiers System? Together, 
we can do so much. 

There is also a way in which you 
could actually purchase a present for the 
Federation. Organize a Dollars for Docu
ments drive in your area and send that 
money to the Federation in care of the 
Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund. As 
that money is used to make valuable fed
eral records available to genealogical 
researchers nationwide, you could truly 
consider it a gift that l{eeps giving. 

I invite you to join the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies in celebrating our 
birthday. Make it an active celebration
make it a celebration for all the genealogi
cal community. 
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LOOKING EVEN CLOSER 
A n article in Fall issue of FORUM 

(7:3) generated a friendly exchange 
of ideas between a reader and the author. 
Sharon Carmack's article, "There's More 
Here than Meets the Eye: a Closer Look 
at Cemetery Research and Transcribing 
Projects," sent Dr. Hinchliff racing to the 
library. The resulting questions she poses 
and Ms. Carmack's answers illustrate how 
the sharing of information can stimulate 
researchers in their pursuits of truth. 

Dear Editor: 
Sharon Carmack's article, "There's 

More Here than Meets the Eye" was 
interesting and informative. I particularly 
liked the idea of considering the entire 
community of the cemetery. Her article 
raised two intriguing lines of inquiry: (1) 
the predominant religion of the communi
ties and whether it can be used as an 
indicator of their national origin and (2) 
the origins of those who named two towns 
and one church which appear to have 
nothing in common with the presumed 
origin of substantial numbers of people 
living in them. Of course, these questions 
are well beyond the scope of Carmack's 
article, but I would like to follow up on 
the first issue below and hope that Car
mack might be persuaded to give some 
thought and further research to the sec
ond. 

Carmack reports that analysis of sur
names found on the tombstones, census 
data and county histories suggests that the 
origin of many who lived and died in the 
towns in her survey was Europe: they 
came, she reports, "specifically from the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire." Unfortunate
ly, this placename is not very specific. As 
late as the onset of the First World War, 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire comprised 
not only Austria and Hungary but also 
northern parts of what became Yugosla
via, including northern Serbia, Bosnia and 
Croatia. It also included northwestern 
Romania and extended eastward through 
what are now the Czech and Slovak Re
publics and Southwestern Poland. It would 
be fairly difficult for genealogists to try to 
pinpoint their ancestors' precise origins 
with nothing more to go on than the name 

of the Empire in which they once resided. 
However, several of the cemeteries 

Carmack studied were Eastern Orthodox. 
This fact helps narrow their origins to a 
very limited area. Any good atlas gives 
the predominant religions for various 
nationalities. Of all of the countries of the 
former Austro-Hungarian Empire, only in 
Yugoslavia was Eastern Orthodoxy a 
major religion; elsewhere, Roman Cathol
icism held sway. Created after the First 
World War, the former Yugoslavia com
prised an unholy mix of religious, cultural 
and ethnic differences. With respect to 
religion, the Bosnians are predominantly 
Muslim, the Croats are predominantly 
Roman Catholic and the Serbs are pre
dominantly Orthodox. 

Since northern Serbia was the only 
Orthodox area encompassed by the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, it seems likely 
as the origin of many of the people buried 
in the churchyards Carmack surveyed. If 
their descendants have retained memories 
of specific placenames, it might be possi
ble to check civil registration records and 
the parish registers on microfilm at the 
Family History Library for more informa
tion on the precise origins of their ances
tors. 

Interestingly, Serbian village names are 
not recreated in the names given the 
towns in which the cemeteries are located. 
Moreover, some place names mentioned in 
Carmack's article-Simla, Ramah and the 
Sakala Orthodox Church-cry out for a 
discussion in their own right. 

Simla appears named for the traditional 
summer residence of the viceroy of India. 
The first Simla is situated immediately 
south of the Hindu Kush mountain range 
in northern India, a region of great natural 
beauty. When was the Colorado Simla 
given its name, by whom, and why? Did 
some former British civil servant who 
worked in Simla, some Anglo-Indian, or 
perhaps an East Indian settle in eastern 
Colorado and then name his settlement 
Simla for his former home? Or, what? 

And what of Ramah, located just four 
miles southwest of Simla? At first, one 
might guess that it too is an East Indian 
name; however, various atlases report that 
the only places called Ramah, aside from 

the town in Colorado and one in New 
Mexico, were in ancient Palestine. Ramah 
in Hebrew means height. Did the same 
person, perhaps a consummate world 
traveler, name both Ramah and Simla? 
Or, what? 

Only ten miles southwest of Ramah, is 
the town of Calhan. Calhan sounds vague
ly Irish, but no such placename turned up 
in home library references. Carmack 
reports that one of the town's three Ortho
dox churches is named Sakala, so one 
might assume that Sakala is the placename 
for an area served by the Eastern Ortho
dox Church. Apparently, not. The Ency
clopedia Britannica reports that "some 
authorities identify" Sakala as the ancient 
name for Sialkot, a town about 150 miles 
west of Simla in what is now northeastern 
Pakistan, also a mountainous area. 

An intriguing point about Ramah and 
Sakala, aside from an association with 
height, is that they are both ancient place
names, no longer used in modern Israel or 
Pakistan. This suggests that the person or 
persons who brought these names to Colo
rado must have been very well educated. 
Another intriguing point is that a 
church-and not a town-is given the 
name Sakala. Although Christianity was 
known in ancient India, the vast majority 
of Indians are Hindu; the Pakistanis are 
largely Muslim. How did an Orthodox 
church, presumably founded by Serbian 
immigrants, get an ancient East Indian 
placename? Did one or more persons of 
the Orthodox religion name the church 
Sakala? Or, could it have been an early 
name for the community of Calhan that 
survived only in the name of the church? 

(Finally, since ancient Sakala, like 
Simla, lay in the foothills of the Hindu 
Kush one wonders whether the nearby 
Colorado town of Kutch might originally 
have been Kush.) 

Often, placenames are indicators of the 
origins of people who wish to retain 
something tangible of their homeland. In 
some mystical way, the name becomes the 
thing. Unless Colorado had a settlement 
of persons from India, this generalization 
does not seem likely in these cases. It 
would certainly be interesting to learn 
who named these eastern Colorado 
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towns-and why. 
Helen Hinchliff 
01 December 1995 

Dear Helen, 
Thank you for your letter of 1 Decem

ber in response to my article, "There's 
More Here than Meets the Eye." I'm glad 
it piqued your interest in rural Colorado. 

Addressing first the place names of 
Calhan, Ramah, and Simla, I'm afraid the 
history of their names isn't nearly as 
romantic as you speculated. According to 
The History 0/ Calhan and Vicinity, 
1888-1988, by Larry L. King (1987), 
"Calhan bore the name of the two-fisted 
Michael Calahan who contracted the 
stretch of the Rock Island road building 
on which the town was located, but was 
cheated out of the honor of having his 
name perpetuated in a town through the 
carelessness of some railroad government 
clerk who decided that two 'a's' were 
enough for any town and so recorded 
'Calhan'." 

Oral tradition assigns the names of the 
towns of Ramah and Simla to the wife of 
a railroad speculator (perhaps Calahan?) 
who purchased the surrounding land. She 
was reading about India, liked the name 
of Simla, and so christened the town. 
Ramah is a place name in the Bible and 
that is where the town name originated. 

As to the origins of Sakala, it is a 
family name. The cemetery was so named 
because it was located on the property 
owned by the Sakal a family. 

As you stated in your last paragraph, 
the idea that Colorado had a settlement of 
people from India just doesn't seem like
ly, making this a good example where 
relying of the research of placenames-as 
opposed to also learning the oral histo
ry-can lead genealogists who aren't care
ful in the wrong direction regarding origins. 

Regarding your comments about reli
gion as an indicator of origins, you are 
right, of course: the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire is vague. Fortunately, however, in 
King's History o/Calhan ... , he published 
mug bios of the prominent families. Many 
cited exact origins in Austria: Val di Non, 
Preshov, Rudasko, Balpatak, Kievoa; or 
present day Czechoslovakia: Keno, Tarna, 
Ongwad, and Rhadisko. 

Your point is well taken, though. More 
thorough research into the religion and 
placenames would certainly augment the 
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cemetery study. The idea behind the arti
cle was to illustrate how just this one 
source-the final resting place of a com
munity-could raise many questions to 
answer which will add to a family history . 

I have often toyed with the idea of 
writing a local history of Simla, Ramah, 
and Calhan since the ones that exist were 
not documented and relied too heavily on 
oral tradition and family submissions 
instead of research. Now that I've 
resigned as APGQ editor to devote more 
time to research and writing, perhaps I 
will consider this project more seriously. 

Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS 

09 December 1995 

Dear Sharon, 
Thanks for your quick response, ad

dressing my various queries about some 
placenames in Eastern Colorado. There 
had to be some explanation and it looks 
like you're on the right track. What is 
fascinating, though, is the coincidence of 
Sakala as an ancient placename for a hill 
town not very far from Simla and also a 

surname of an early settler. Never mind. 
Even though my speculation may have 
gone a bit wild, I had fun rummaging 
around in my library. 

Regarding the stated national origins of 
immigrants who came from Empires: I 
found in doing a project on some unrelat
ed Mumpers who had immigrated from 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire (but whose 
villages are now in Rumania and Serbia) 
that they often reported to census officials 
or in immigration records that they were 
from "Austria." They were referring to 
the Empire, not to the modern country. 
The village names your local history cited 
for Austria did not sound German to me, 
so I checked them in the index of my 
Encyclopedia Britannica. Only Preshov 
showed up, and unless there is more than 
one, it is centrally located in the depart
ment of Vychodoslovensky in the Slovak 
Republic, in eastern former Czechoslova
kia. I wouldn't be surprised if the other 
placenames were for nearby villages. So 
much for my Serbian hypothesis. 

Helen Hinchliff 
20 December 1995 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

1997 FEDERATION CONFERENCE 
by Leslie Smith Collier, Dallas, Texas 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies and the Dallas Genealogical Society invite 
you to "Unlock Your Heritage with Creative Problem Solving" in Dallas, Texas, 3-6 
September 1997. We seek lecture proposals from speakers experienced at national 
conventions and from those who have yet to venture forth on that level. Bring us your 
most creative ideas and most vivid illustrations. Our goal is a fresh and vibrant program 
that creates an aura of excitement among conference attendees-and an eagerness to dash 
out of the lecture room to delve into the records and methods discussed. 

The underlying theme of this conference is problem solving. The primary focus is on 
identifying research problems, on applying the available "tool box" of methods, and on 
evaluating the evidence found to determine if the problem is solved. Submissions that 
reflect content and examples from geographic regions and ethnic and immigrant groups 
that fed the population of Texas are eagerly sought. We strongly encourage you to 
propose lectures that have not previously been presented at national conferences. 

Program areas into which your suggested lectures might faU include the following: 
• Research methodology • Records and repositories 
• Society support • Ethnic/special interest 
• Social history • Technical 

Contact the Program Chairman for the information packet and submission form 
required of prospective speakers. You are limited to four lecture proposals. If you have 
not previously spoken at a national conference, y01;J should include a tape and sample 
handout similar in style to the lectures you submit. Deadline for receipt of your 
submissions is 1 August 1996. 

For further lnformation: Leslie Smith Collier, FGS/D()S '97 Program Chairman, 
8727 Pawn Drive.Datlas,.TX75238.4122~Phone (214)341-5166; fax (214) 341-3.963. 
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To HONOR OUR PEERS 
by James W. Warren, FGS Awards Co-Chair 

Awards presented by FGS recognize and thank individuals and 
organizations for their service. They also illustrate how much one 
individual or one group can accomplish, and how you might 
follow their example. Awards are announced in the FORUM or, 
when possible, presented at FGS activities. 

To nominate an individual or organization for an FGS award, 
request an awards nomination form by writing to: FGS Awards 
Committee, PO Box 830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220. Or 
fax your request to (214) 907-9727. 

Nancy Oster Heydt of Neptune, New Jersey, was a charter 
member and the first elected President of the Monmouth County 
(New Jersey) Genealogy Club, and currently serves the club as 
membership chair and FGS Delegate. She has initiated many of 
the club's projects and activities, and taught several genealogy 
courses for the group. Nancy was the driving force behind the 
promotion of Family History Month in New Jersey. The society 
uses the resulting publicity each October to develop involvement 
in family history. With modest generosity, Nancy has helped and 
encouraged individuals as researchers, writers, and society 
volunteers. FGS recognizes her contributions to genealogy with 
its Distinguished Service Award. 

Stephanie M. Graham of 
Salt Lake City, Utah was 
instrumental in compiling 
and typing the 1995 FGS 
Membership Directory. The 
first of its kind, the directory 
provides a new level of 
service to the genealogical 
community and was pro
duced through her tireless 
efforts. Stephanie was also a 
vital part of producing the 1995 FGS/SGS Conference Syllabus 
and Program Directory, as well as the program registration 
booklet. While most genealogists have not met Stephanie, they 
have seen and benefitted from her contributions to the genealogi
cal community. On their behalf, FGS thanks her for her many 
contributions, and presents her with an FGS Certificate of 
Appreciation. 

Joy Reisinger of Sparta, 
Wisconsin, has served as an 
officer of the Wisconsin Genea
logical Council, Wisconsin State 
Genealogical Society, the Asso
ciation of Professional Genealo
gists, and the Monroe, Juneau, 
Jackson Counties Genealogy 
workshop. Years ago, she 
recognized the mushrooming 
problem of records loss in 

Wisconsin. County courthouses filled with mountains of paper 

The Iowa Genealogical Society has built a strong and effec
tive membership base through its many proven and innovative 
programs and its extensive chapter network. A substantial library 
and office, a statewide publications program, and nearly 3,000 
members indicate its success. In 1995, IGS reached an agreement 
with the Iowa State Treasurer transferring to the Society items 
from abandoned safe deposit boxes. Local chapters will attempt 
to identify rightful owners or their descendants. After one year 
the chapters will decide what to do with the contents: destroy 
them, store them, or donate them to a repository. This unique 
agreement makes it possible to help preserve potentially irre
placeable family information from a source normally inaccessible 
to family historians. For yet another example of what an imagina
tive and hardworking state society can accomplish, The Iowa 
Genealogical Society is the recipient of the FGS Award of Merit. 
Pictured above, IGS librarian Sue Cochran and newsletter editor 
Tammra Foster. Photo by Connie Street. 

offered their records to the State Historical Society. The Society, 
which also has limited space and lacks the funds to microfilm all 
records, would retain samples from each record group. The bulk 
of the records were then burned. 

With the state archivist, Joy designed a program for record 
retention and preservation. Joy volunteered her time to oversee 
the pilot project in Monroe County, Wisconsin. She set up the 
program using local volunteers for the sampling, cataloguing, 
indexing, boxing, and shelving for the State Historical Society. 
After the sample records go to the State, the local historical 
society can retain and preserve the remaining records. 

Joy went one step further and prepared a talk which she is 
giving at the local and national level to spread the word-don't 
give up. Work with your state and local custodians of records, 
and find a way to save records for future generations. For her 
exemplary, long-term leadership and devotion to records access and 
preservation in Wisconsin, FGS presents Joy its Award of Merit. 
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Gary Iske of Bellevue, Nebraska, is Director of the Sarpy 
County Museum. He has compiled and computerized the burials 
in Sarpy county and the marriage records from 1854. He ac
quired from Sarpy County the order books for the civil and 
criminal courts and has computerized and indexed these records. 
All this information is readily accessible upon request at the 
museum. In addition, Gary attends to the many large and small 
tasks necessary to keep a county museum operating and a pleas
ant place to visit. For his dedication to blending local and family 
history, and making them available, Gary is a recipient of the 
FGS Award of Merit. 

* * * * 
At the GenTech Conference in Dallas, Texas, FGS president 

Curt B. Witcher awarded two Presidential Citations. President 
Witcher's remarks are reported below. 

Beau Sharbrough of Grapevine, Texas, for establishing the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies' Internet presence. At a 
mid-summer meeting in Dallas, Texas, in 1995, Beau Sharbrough 
spoke informally with a number of Federation officers about the 
advantages of having a presence on the Internet-specificallyhow 
the Federation could better serve its member societies, easily and 
economically make significant quantities of data available to those 
using the Internet, and assist member organizations in at least 
basic homepage development. At the Federation's fall board 

meeting, after having developed a preliminary homepage, Beau 
made a formal presentation to the board, emphasizing the impor
tance and numerous advantages of a point of presence on the 
world wide web. The board enthusiastically endorsed his propos
al, and since that time, Beau has been responsible for maintaining 
and updating the pages as well as assisting Federation board 
members in becoming more familiar with and taking more 
responsibility for the homepage. 

Michael St. Clair, of Utah, for assisting the genealogical 
community with homepage design. For many months, Michael 
St. Clair has used a significant amount of his personal time and 
resources to assist other societies with their Internet endeavors, 
most specifically homepage design. Perhaps the most notable of 
his work involves projects he has done for the National Genea
logical Society and the Federation of Genealogical Societies. 
Working with George Archer and other interested individuals 
from the NGS Computer Interest Group, Michael implemented 
and maintained a super homepage for the National Genealogical 
Society. The attractiveness of the page, the logical layout, and 
the functionality of the hypertext links make the NGS homepage 
one of the favorite spots for genealogists and family historians to 
"visit" on the Internet. For the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, Michael designed and maintains the Malcolm H. Stern 
NARA Gift Fund homepage. As with the NGS homepage, this 
site shows the work of a truly dedicated Webmaster. 

L. REYNOLDS CAHOON NAMED 
ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST OF THE U.S. 

L Reynolds (Ren) Cahoon has been 
• named Assistant Archivist of the 

United States for Policy and Information 
Resource Management Services. Mr. 
Cahoon has been with the Family History 
Department of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints since 1979, his most 
recent position being its managing direc
tor. He is also the executive vice-president 
of the Genealogical Society of Utah, a 
member of the International Council of 
Archives Automation Committee and a 
director of the board of the Civil War 
Trust. He is coauthor of the book Magnet
ic Media Archival Recommendations. 

In making the appointment, John W. 
Carlin, Archivist of the United States, 
noted that Cahoon has extensive experi
ence in strategic planning, business
process redesign, information strategies 
and architecture, and product planning and 
development processes. At the Family 
History Department he was responsible 
for planning, development, and global 
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L. Reynolds (Ren) Cahoon 

implementation of sophisticated automated 
tools for genealogical research. 

He also played key roles in establishing 
cooperative partnerships with the British 
government to create a computerized 
index to the 1881 British census and with 
the U.S. Department of the Interior, FGS 
and the National Archives to develop an 
index to Civil War participants. 

Before joining the Family History 
Department in 1979, he was controller of 
Inland Steel Container Company's Ohio 
manufacturing facility and prior to that an 
accountant for Sears Roebuck and Compa
ny in its midwest regional accounting 
center. 

Mr. Cahoon was raised in the Chicago 
area and holds a B.A. in management and 
economics. He and his wife, Susan, are 
the parents of eight children, ranging in 
age from 7 to 22 years. He enjoys being 
with his family, learning, music, comput
ers, running, and coaching his daughter's 
soccer team. 



A Conference for the Nation's Genealogists 
In Your Ancestors' Image 

14-17 August 1996 • Rochester, New York 

FGS FORUM 

T he following sessions will be presented at the Sixteenth Annual Conference 
of the Federation of Genealogical Societies which is hosted by the Rochester 

Genealogical Society. A registration form follows the description of the sessions. 
For additional information contact FGS at P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 
75083-0220 or telephone/fax 214-907-9727. RGS may be contacted at P.O. Box 
10501, Rochester, NY 14610. RGS Voice Mail is 716-234-2584. Message are 
picked up daily. Additional information about the conference is available on the 
Internet at http://www.vivanet.coml- halsey/fgs96.html 

SOCIETY MANAGEMENT WORKSHOPS 

Society Management Workshops are de
signed to provide the strategies needed for 
successfully meeting the challenges of gene-
alogical societies, whether they have ten mem
bers or ten thousand members. The all-day 
seminar is especially recommended for society 
officers and leaders, but is open to all. 

From managing correspondence, computer 
interest groups, and funds, to newsletters, 
publicity, and handling problems, important 
topics of interest to society leaders are covered. 
The Seminar is followed by the Federation 
Open Forum, where you will meet and social
ize with others from across the country. FGS 
Delegates are especially encouraged to attend 
the Wednesday sessions and take the knowl
edge gained back to their respective societies. 

Wednesday 9:00-9:30 A.M. 

W-1 Society Management Plenary Session 
Curt B. Witcher The President of FGS wel
comes participants to the Society Management 
Seminar and explains FGS and its goals. 

Wednesday 9:45-10:45 A.M. 

W-2 A Presence for Your Society on the 
World Wide Web Birdie Monk Holsclaw The 
explosion of the World Wide Web on the 
Internet presents a unique opportunity for 
genealogical societies. This lecture will pres
ent- as non-technically as possible-some 
practical considerations for all aspects of using 
the Web for society publicity and publishing: 
rewards, dangers, volunteers, costs, and quali-
ty. 

W-3 More Than Advertising: Marketing 
Ideas for Genealogical Societies Nancy J. 
Emmert Marketing is a continual process 

directed at satisfying the needs and wants of 
members in order to meet the objectives of the 
organization. It relies on designing the organiz
ation's offerings using effective pricing, com
munication, and distribution to inform, moti
vate, and service. 

W-4 Creating the Operating Handbook 
Vour Society Needs Paula Stuart Warren 
Vear after year societies reinvent the wheel. A 
society handbook or policy and procedure 
manual can provide guidance for volunteers. 
The handbook can both clear up and prevent 
problems, and is not difficult to compile. 

W-5 Vou Need Ten Programs for Next 
Vear: Tips on Successful Programs for 
Vour Society Phyllis Brown Miller Programs 
don't just Happen! Good educational programs 
take advance planning and preparation. Sources 
for speakers, variety programs, low cost ideas, 
on-site attachments, and speaker protocol will 
be covered. 

Wednesday 11 :00-12:00 Noon 

W-6 Management for the Future: Using 
Long-Range Planning to Propel Vour Soci
ety into the 21 st Century Gary MokotoffIs 
your society adrift without direction or focus? 
Officers continually change in every society. 
Long-range planning sets the vision for your 
society and helps you attain predetermined 
goals. Every society must plan for the 
future-especially now! 

W-7 Creating and Sustaining a Society 
Volunteer Program Eileen Polakoff Volun
teers are the backbone of every society
finding volunteers and projects, keeping both 
going in order to improve the society, defining 
projects needed by your society from adminis
trative (e.g., mailing) to computerization (e.g., 
cemetery inscriptions), and inspiring and train
ing volunteers. 

W-8 Genealogical Education: A National 

Overview for the Local Genealogical Soci
ety Joan Kirchman Mitchell Come explore 
various areas of genealogical education such as 
credit and non-credit courses; conferences, 
workshops, and in institutes; and independent 
and correspondence study. 

W-9 Planning a Tour for Vour Genealogi
cal Society Donna Holt Siemiatkoski Devel
oped by a professional in both genealogy and 
tourism, this lecture will explore ways for a 
genealogical society to plan trips and tours to 
local repositories, major sites such as Washing
ton, D.C., and Salt Lake City, and overseas. It 
includes choosing a venue, transportation and 
accommodations, the use of a tour manager, 
on-site librarians and genealogists, pricing, 
publicity, insurance, and legal considerations. 

Wednesday 12: 15-2:30 

W-10 Annual FGS Delegate Luncheon and 
Caucus (Open) Delegates representing mem
ber organizations and all interested observers 
are invited to join FGS officers and board 
members at this luncheon, immediately fol
lowed by the Annual Delegate Caucus. Join 
FGS officers, board members, and delegates in 
an open dialogue on issues common to all 
societies. (Note: you do not have to purchase 
a luncheon ticket to participate in the Caucus. 
Simply enter the room at 1:15 P.M.) 

Wednesday 2:45-3:45 P.M. 

W-11 A Presence for Vour Society on the 
World Wide Web [Repeat) Birdie Monk 
Holsclaw [Repeat of W-2] 

W-12 Coming Apart at the Seams: Basic 
Steps for Societies with Problems James 
W. Warren Every society has problems; some
times they all seem to happen at once. If the 
life has gone out of your organization, this 
session offers realistic steps to take when: you 
can't find volunteers, your meeting are lifeless, 
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your publications are late, your members aren't 
renewing, the board is fighting, and the trea
sury is running dry. How societies encounter 
these problems, work through them, and pros
per will be explored. 

W-13 The Bottom Line: Financial Report
ing for Societies Nancy J. Emmert "Fund 
accounting, income statement, balance sheet, 
990 or 941" -do these mean anything to you? 
An accountant discusses financial reporting 
requirements for nonprofit organizations and 
demonstrates financial reporting methods by 
using ledgers, spreadsheets, and computer 
programs. 

W-14 You're the Editor Now! The Respon
sibilities and Fun of the Job Phyllis Brown 
Miller Your quarterlies and newsletters are 
important mouthpieces and public relations 
tools for your society. This lecture will give 
tips on getting a quality publication to press, 
sharing the work and enjoying the process. 

Wednesday 4:00-5:00 P.M. 

W-15 It Ain't No Sin to Make a Profit Gary 
MokotoffMost societies often perform projects 
on a break-even basis because they realize they 
are a "nonprofit" organization and feel an 
obligation to break-even-onlyon any of their 
ventures. This lecture will discuss the risks of 
such a policy and opportunities that profits can 
bring in funding other ventures. Case studies 
will be given. 

W-16 Benefits of Forming a Genealogical 
Educators Group James L. Swarts, Scott B. 
Chase, Ruth Horton Metzler The panel mem
bers will outline their efforts in forming the 
Genealogical Educators Group of Greater 
Monroe County, N.Y., under the auspices of 
the Rochester Genealogical Society. They will 
discuss the basis and foundation of the group 
and their mission statement, activities undertak
en by the organization and the results of those 
activities in evaluating the needs of the genea
logical community, shared curriculum, com
mon grounds, and mutual support. 

W-17 Communicate! Sandra Hargreaves 
Luebking Successful organizations communi
cate effectively: internally and externally. 
Learn how good listening skills, board bulle
tins, press releases, a speaker corps, and other 
easy-to-implement ideas can energize your 
group. This presentation includes group partici
pation. 

W -18 Records Access/Preservation Forum 
Mary L. Bowrrwn, moderator This forum seeks 
the exchange of views on the issues surround
ing the maintenance of open access to govern
ment records, privacy laws, laws requiring 
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state-wide registration of genealogists, laws 
requiring identification to use government 
records, laws requiring specified costs for 
photocopies of government records, user fees 
for creating and accessing government records, 
gravestone inscriptions as private, and funding 
for state/national preservation efforts. 

Wednesday 7:00-9:00 P.M. 

W-19 A Federation Open Forum Curt B. 
Witcher Spend an informal evening with the 
FGS board and officers, learn what is offered 
by FGS to your societies. Delegates of FGS 
member societies are especially encouraged to 
attend, but this is open to all persons from FGS 
member and nonmember societies. 

Thursday 8:00-9: 15 A.M. 

T-20 Opening Session Curt B. Witcher 
Welcome to the conference by the presidents of 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies and 
the Rochester Genealogical Society, with an 
overview of the business of the conference. 

Opening Session Keynote Speaker: Professor 
James M. Reilly Preserving Family Images 
Into the Next Millennium The on-going 
search for personal details about an ancestor 
can uncover her or his photographic image in 
a family attic, flea market, or that National 
Archives. The delight of discovery is then 
clouded with immediate concerns: these pre
cious prints surviving from the ]9th century 
require not only identification but care. What 
is the family historian to do? Recommendations 
for the care and identification of photographic 
images will be explored, all to help enrich an 
ancestors life story. 

Thursday 9:30-10:30 A.M. 

T-21 Grand Opening of the Exhibits Come 
and spend an hour in the exhibits area. Visit 
over 130 exhibit booths of genealogical infor
mation and merchandise! 

T-22 New York State Census Records [I] 
Karen E. Livsey From 1825 to 1925 New York 
State took censuses which are similar to, but 
have important variations from, the Federal 
census. These can add information to the 
"snapshot" of the family found in the Federal 
censuses. What can be found and where to 
locate the New York censuses will be covered. 

T -23 Catholic Church Records in the 
United States and Canada - What They 
Are and What They Aren't [I) Joy Reis
inger Church records are often the only 
vital record source, especially important 

the farther back in time research has pro
gressed. Catholic church records are often 
more informative than those of other 
denominations. 

T -24 Family History Research for Begin
ners Part 1 [B] Arthur F. Sniffin Participants 
will be introduced to the field of family history 
through acquaintance with various how-to-do 
research concepts. This lecture will provide an 
overview of genealogical research with an 
emphasis on gathering family records, inter
viewing relatives, and basic reference books. 

T-25 Finding Females: Wives, Mothers, 
Daughters, and Sisters [B,I,A] Elizabeth 
Shown Mills One of the toughest challenges 
faced by researchers is the difficulty of identi
fying and tracking females. Wives and mothers 
traditionally have been "supporting characters" 
to the roles played by their husbands and 
sons-bearing no known name other than that 
of the males whom they married or bore. 
Social mores and law codes made them "sec
ond class citizens," without their own legal 
identity and few rights or opportunities to 
create the records genealogists customarily use 
to track males. With case study examples, this 
discussion presents an array of resources and 
methodological techniques to identify elusive 
females. 

T-26 Probate Records: More Than a Will 
[I] Sammie Townsend Lee Using an obscure 
Ohio family as a case study, this presentation 
demonstrates how three generations were 
documented by combining information found in 
probate records with data from other court 
records and sources. The emphasis is on how 
relationships can be determined and implied 
from probate records, what these records tell 
us about our ancestors, and how to follow 
through on the information. 

T-27 Tracking a Culture Lost in Transla
tion: Germans and German-Americans in 
19th Century New York State [I] Meldon J. 
Wolfgang III This lecture will discuss the 
patterns of German immigration, settlement, 
and acculturation in 19th-century New York 
State and will provide an overview of the 
causes of emigration from Europe and descrip
tion of German-American life in 19th century 
New York State. Special attention will be given 
to unique German-American cultural institu
tions whose surviving records or publications 
can help genealogists locate a specific ancestral 
place of origin, document an important vital 
event, or track a family's migrations. 

Thursday 11 :45-1.15 P.M. 

T -28 Council of Genealogical Columnists 
Luncheon (Open) Regina Hines Ellison, 



moderator Spreading the Word: A Panel of 
Experts Explains How to Use Genealogy 
columns to Find Your Cousins. 

T -29 Board for Certification of Genealo
gists Luncheon (Open) Helen F. M. Leary 
Genealogy in the Computer Age: When Does 
"Artificial Intelligence" Match the Real Thing? 

Thursday 1 :30-2:30 P.M. 

T-30 Are You Stuck in the Genealogical 
Section? Getting the Most Out of a Public 
Library [B,I] Marcia K. Wyett This lecture 
shows through examples the benefits of the 
public library to the genealogist using many 
areas of the library, such as reference, circulat
ing fiction and nonfiction, government docu
ments, microforms, and the children's depart
ment. 

T-31 The Lay of the Land: Using Topog
raphy to Solve Genealogical Puzzles [I] 
Anita A. Lustenberger Topographic maps, 
showing the shape and elevation of terrain, can 
explain where people moved and why, where 
the family homestead was located, and what 
kind of life the family led. 

T-32 When One Record Is Wrong But You 
Don't Know Which One [I] Henry B. Hoff 
Using examples, techniques for dealing with 
conflicting evidence, particularly for isolating 
a wrong record, will be examined, as well as 
intentional errors, unintentional errors, and 
incorrect assumptions. 

T -33 Susquehanna Land Company Set
tlers in New York State [B,I,A] Donna G. 
Bingham Munger Do you have an ancestor in 
New York who seems to appear from now
here? Between 1801 and 1810, Pennsylvania 
gave certificates to New England intruders to 
keep improvements made along the upper 
Susquehanna River. Those who could not 
produce land deeds had to resettle, and many 
did in New York. This session will introduce 
a database of Susquehanna Company purchas
ers and explain how to use it to provide prior 
knowledge about that New York ancestor who 
may have been a Susquehanna settler. 

T-34 Introduction to Using a Computer in 
Genealogy [B] Stanley R. Ames A computer 
is a great aid in genealogy and family history. 
This lecture will show how to choose the right 
"hardware" and "software," and how to use 
the various functions of a word processing pro
gram for writing family history. 

T-35 Loyalist Ancestors: uGone to Cana
dau [B,I] Brenda Dougall Merriman Did some 
of your family disappear after the War of 
Independence? You may be able to "connect" 
with them through British and Canadian sourc-

es- starting with "home" work. 

Thursday 2:45-3:45 P.M. 

T-36 Using New York Land Records for 
Genealogy and Biography [I] James D. Folts 
Real property records often contain useful data 
about individuals and families, but older land 
records may be difficultto locate and interpret. 
This lecture includes a general introduction to 
land records in New York from the 17th 
through the 19th centuries and a discussion of 
land grants from the colony and state (includ
ing military bounty lands); transfers of title by 
deed, mortgage, or will; the development of 
recording statutes; and determination of title in 
the courts. Locations of relevant records will 
be discussed and sample documents will be 
analyzed to illustrate their genealogical and 
biographical uses. 

T-37 Marketing 101 for Professional 
Genealogists [A] Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens 
This discussion will be an overview of the con
cepts of marketing as they apply to the small 
business genealogist. There will be a discussion 
of target marketing and examples of ways to 
market the genealogist as a professional will be 
shown and discussed. Advertising and publicity 
will also be discussed. 

T -38 Family History Research for Begin
ners Part 2 [B] Arthur F. SnijJin Participants 
will be taught the fundamentals of preparing 
ancestor charts, of preparing and analyzing 
family group sheets, of recording the infor
mation gathered from various sources, and of 
determining relationships. This lecture will also 
stress the importance of time and place. 

T-39 uTo the Honorable the Board of 
Supervisors ... u : A Genealogist's Guide to 
Identifying and Using the Obscure and 
Uncommon Records of Local (City, Town 
and County) Governments [I,A] Meldon 1. 
Wolfgang III This lecture will identify a variety 
of uncommon records which can be found at 
the local government level that are often over
looked by genealogists. Some of the records 
discussed will include coroner's reports, public 
safety reports and records, records of public 
charities, legislative records, orphan assistance 
records and a host of other unusual source 
records that genealogists can use to help ex
pand their research. The lecture concentrates 
on, and draws examples from, 19th and early 
20th century New York State local government 
sources. 

T-40 Yankees in the Midwest: Using Mid
western Resources to Trace Ancestors In, 
and Through, New York State [I] James L. 
Hansen Many families with New York connec
tions had midwestern branches. This lecture 
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will describe the wealth of midwestern sources 
available that can provide valuable information 
and clues for solving New York genealogical 
problems. 

T-41 Using German Emigration and U.S. 
Immigration/Migration Routes to Deter
mine Places of Origin [B] Larry O. Jensen In 
this presentation, established routes used by 
Germans coming to the U.S. at various times 
and the areas they were from in Germany will 
be identified. Also, the process and various 
sources used in determining place of origins 
will be described. 

Thursday 4:00-5:00 P.M. 

T -42 Adoption Research [I] Kathleen W. 
Hinckley Privacy laws create tremendous 
problems for the adoptee or birthparent search
ing for one another. This lecture uses case 
studies to illustrate ways to get around closed 
records, to get help within the adoption net
work, and to write letters that get results. 

T-43 Broadway Lights: New York City 
Research [I] Suzanne McVetty Understanding 
the development of New York City from New 
Amsterdam to the Big Apple of today, knowing 
the records that exist and their idiosyncrasies, 
and locating the records will be the focus of 
this lecture. 

T-44 Copying of Photographs: Electroni
cally and Traditionally [A] Richard S. Ji/oty, 
Bob McKeever, Terry Deglau While traditional 
methods of photograph copying can produce 
excellent results, the newest technologies offer 
fast, high quality results: scanners, computers, 
and thermal output. Learn how to copy images 
at high quality without letting them "out of 
sight. " 

T -45 Misconceptions That Dazzle and 
Dead-end Researchers [B] Gale Williams 
Bamman Newcomers to genealogical research 
are often bewildered by the many and varied 
types of records existing that can provide dab 
on their ancestors. So much to search! So little 
time! Is it any wonder they often latch on to 
incorrect and misleading information that is 
supposed to lead to answers more quickly? 
Being forewarned to more common myths, the 
beginner can move past this often unproductive 
phase and on to steadier ground of proper 
procedures and research tactics. 

T-46 Genealogists and Insurance: Who Is 
At Risk? [I] Kim S. Harrison Many people do 
not consider liability or property risk until 
there is a loss. If the person is a hobbyist, 
volunteer, member of a board, or starting a 
business, there are exposures to loss. This 
lecture provides basic knowledge into the 
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workings of the insurance industry and identi
fies the researcher's need for personal and 
commercial protection. 

T-47 How to Conduct Effective Interviews 
[B,I] John Philip Colletta It's not magic! 
Effective interviewing requires mastery of 
skills and techniques. It includes preparation 
and follow-up. It demands strategy and courte
sy. This lecture demonstrates how to reap the 
greatest harvest from your interviews. 

T-48 Connecticut Yankees from King 
Arthur's Court: the Welsh and Other Non
English Europeans in Seventeenth Century 
New England [I] Donna Holt Siemiatkoski 
Early New England was a much more hetero
geneous community than is generally believed. 
With emphasis on people from Wales and of 
WeLsh surnames, this lecture will discuss 

. ongoing investigations into the presence, ex
tent, and impact of the non-English groups in 
17th-century New England. A list by town of 
Scottish, Welsh, Irish, Dutch, and Huguenot 
families in the 17th century is being evolved 
and contributions to this investigation are wel
come. 

Thursday 5:15-6:15 P.M. 

T-49 Thy Quaker Ancestors: An Introduc
tion to Finding and Using Their Records 
[B] Kay Haviland Freilich Quaker ancestors 
left an abundance of records that are readily 
available to today's genealogists. Some are like 
usual church records while others, like cer
tificates of removal, are unique to the Religious 
Society of Friends. This session will discuss 
the scope-and the Iimitations-ofvarious types 
of Quaker records and where to find these re
cords. 

T -50 Genealogical and Genetic Relation
ships [B] Thomtls H. Roderick The relatively 
few founding families, as for example in New 
England, French Canada, and New Amster
dam, followed by rapid proliferation, make 
many Americans 8th or 9th cousins many times 
over. Various cousinships and degrees of 
relationship will be defined, along with a brief 
review of the medical consequences of close 
relationships of parents. Comparisons of genet
ic and genealogical relationships will be made 
using the multiple associations among US 
presidents. 

T-51 Family History Research for Begin
ners - Part 3 [B] Arthur F. SnijJin This lecture 
describes the use and value of vital, church, 
cemetery, probate, land, and census records for 
the beginner to consider as well as benefits and 
pitfalls of printed sources and abstracting 
techniques. 

T -52 Sin, Sex and Violence: Records of 
the Church Courts From the 16th to 19th 
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Centuries [I] Colin R. Chapmtln The vast 
amounts of genealogical data in American and 
British Ecclesiastical Court records are de
scribed in this lecture. How the courts were 
organized, how they interfaced with civil 
courts, and how their records are of use to 
genealogists today will be explained. 

T -53 After the Census in African-Ameri
can Genealogy [I,A] Tony Burroughs Many 
researchers work from the 1870 census to the 
1860 Slave Schedule, which is not necessarily 
the right thing to do. There are many records 
to research after the census and before slavery. 
This lecture will examine a road to take and 
records to search, and point out problems, 
myths, and assumptions along the way which 
unknowingly lead the genealogist astray. 

T-54 The Research Report: For Your Files 
and For Your Client [B,I,A] Elizabeth Shown 
Mills Is your research recorded and reported in 
a manner that enhances or destroys its value? 
If you are a family researcher, you owe your
self the same quality report you would obtain 
from the best professional. If you are a profes
sional-or a librarian or society volunteer who 
answers public inquiries-you undoubtedly 
want to present your dab in the clearest and 
most reliable manner possible. This session 
covers standards and procedures for producing 
research reports that prevent misunderstandings 
and lay a solid foundation for all future work. 

T-55 Eight Things that Make Your Family 
History Worth More than the Paper It Is 
Printed On [B,I,A] Patricia Law Hatcher A 
few items determine if a book is well-received 
by both family and other researchers. Learn 
what they are, and ensure the resulting publica
tion is a positive reflection of your investments 
of time and money. 

Thursday 7:00-9:00 P.M. 

T -56 A Workshop on Ontario Genealogical 
Resources: Please Help Me! [A] Brenda 
Dougall Merrimtln, Ryan Taylor With guidance 
by two of Ontario's leading genealogists, the 
recent publication and development of Ontario 
genealogy will first be described. Then follows 
a group participation challenge, whereby 
research problems submitted by the audience 
will be studied. 

T-57 Board for Certification of Genealo
gists - Certification Workshop Elizabeth 
Shown Mills, moderator This BCG sponsored 
workshop will discuss the importance of certifi
cation to serious genealogists, professionals, 
and consumers. It will describe the application 
process and requirements, and will offer a 
skill-building session that defines and illustrates 
standards of excellence. 

Thursday 7:30-9:30 P.M. 

T -58 Coming to America Gregory P. Kinal 
This slide presentation will reflect on the 
difficulty our forefathers faced when coming to 
this country. The values-packed presentation 
explores especially the plight of European 
immigrants at the tum of the century. Vivid 
vignettes abound throughout the session. 

Friday 8:00-9:00 A.M. 

F-59 A Mixture of Nations: Immigration to 
New Netherland and Colonial New York [I] 
Henry B. Hoff The early immigrant history of 
the Dutch, English, French, and Germans will 
be summarized and methods and sources for 
identifying origins of settlers outlined . 

F-60 Getting the Most Value When Work
ing with a Professional Genealogist [B,l] 
Paula Stuart Warren What are the various 
services offered and where can you find a 
researcher to fit your needs? What should you 
send to the professional and what can you 
realistically expect in return? Sensible planning 
and good communication can lead to effective 
results. 

F-61 They Arrived In New York State in 
1834 [I] Colin R. Chapmtln This presentation 
details a 13-year investigation of US. censuses, 
directories, military, church and vital records, 
cemeteries, newspapers, phone books, letters, 
and personal reminiscences to reconstruct the 
successes and failures of an immigrant family 
from Bedfordshire, England, to Syracuse, Au
burn, and Buffalo, New York. 

F-62 Tracing Paupers and Orphans, Stur
dy Beggars and the Worthy Poor: A Walk 
on the Dark Side of Genealogical Research 
[I,A] Meldon I. Wolfgang III Society s attitudes 
in the 19th century toward the poor and the 
criminal, and the sick and the elderly, will be 
discussed in this presentation, as will condi
tions which led to arrest, incarceration, or 
institutionalizationin a penitentiary, almshouse, 
house of refuge, or asylum, with the corre
sponding public and private records which may 
still exist documenting the lives of these. often 
elusive individuals. 

F-63 User's Guide to the Courthouse [B,I] 
Sandra Hargreaves Luebking Practical tech
niques are needed to reduce courthouse anxiety 
and increase opportunities for success. Learn to 
establish a work plan and prioritize needs for 
on-site research. Many examples of unusual re
cords are given in this lecture, which focuses 
on courthouses of the Midwest. 

F-64 Putting Your Ancestors in Context: 



Using Computer Mapping and Planing 
Software [I A] Patricia Law Hatcher, Birdie 
Monk Holsclaw By placing our ancestors on the 
map-and on their land-we identify with them 
more closely. The same context often holds the 
key to helping us extend our pedigrees. A 
number of computer tools can help us with 
these tasks. 

Friday 9:30-10:30 A.M. 

F-65 Who Went Where ... And Did What?! 

Using Directories in Genealogical Research 
[B,I] Curt B. Witcher The vast number and 
variety of directories are seldom used by 
genealogists. Some can serve as mini census 
records, some as biographical supplements, and 
some as research aids. This talk will cover all 
these issues and assist the researcher in locating 
these directories. 

F-66 Association of One Name Studies 
Panel Discussion Craig R. Scott, moderator. 
Unique problems face the surname genealogist. 
The discussion will focus on providing assis-
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tance and sharing information to collect and 
organize data on single surname research and 
serve as an introduction to the Association of 
One-Name Studies. 

F-67 Then What Happened? The Under
ground Railroad in Canada [I] Dean V. June 
Most people know the underground railroad 
helped transplant many American slaves into 
Canada, but a frequently asked question is: 
Then what happened to the runaways once they 
arrived there? This presentation focuses on the 
settlements and contributions of the runaways. 

F-6S Genograms: Adding a New Dimen
sion to Your Family Charts [A] Christine 
Crawford Oppenheimer Originally developed 
by sociologists to plot family relationships, the 
genogram-a cross between a pedigree chart 
and a descendency chart-can be helpful to 
genealogists who want to plot or discover 
family patterns, including health history, occu
pations, marital patterns, and family dynamics. 

F-69 19th-Century Irish Immigration to 
New York State [I] Suzanne McVetty Ditch 
diggers, canal workers, and bridge builders 
were descriptions synonymous with Irish immi
grant men, while Irish women worked as 
seamstresses and domestic servants. This 
lecture looks at the development of New York 
State and the Irish who settled there in the 19th 
century, the records they created, and how to 
trace Irish immigrant ancestors. 

F-70 Using Land Records to Solve Genea
logical Problems [B) Alice Eichholz When a 
family leaves no paper trail in vital or probate 
records, land records are the next best thing. 
There is much to uncover about a family's 
movements, relationships, and even social 
status in land records. Focusing on ten funda
mental parts of deeds, this presentation will 
show how to interpret each part and ferret out 
important dues and even solutions to genealogi
cal puzzles. 

F-71 Ancestral File: A Lineage-linked Data 
Base of 30 Million Records [B,I,A] John 
Kitzmiller, Raymond W Madsen In this Iineage
linked database of 30 million records, what 
happens to your submissions? How are records 
matched and merged? What are the benefits 
and drawbacks of a merged database? How can 
you improve Ancestral File? 

Friday 11 :00 A.M .-12:00 Noon 

F-72 Military Records in the New York 
State Archives: An Alternative to Federal 
Records [I] William A. Evans Throughout 
American history, colonies and states have 
maintained military and naval forces, which 
could be incorporated into regular forces in 
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times of war. For that reason, New York, like 
other states, maintains extensive records of war 
service. This session will provide an overview 
of New York's war records, from the colonial 
period through World War I, and a discussion 
of the organization and content of the records, 
their relation to the better-known Federal 
records, and the nature and limits of military 
record-keeping. 

F-73 Still Unpublished After All These 
Years: Writing Your Family History in 
Small, Manageable Pieces [B,I,A] James W. 
Warren Most of us don't write our family 
history, we accumulate it! This session presents 
practical write-as you-research methods to help 
non-writers" prepare brief histories using small 
blocks of time. You can write, adding enjoy
ment to your research and preserving and 
sharing your family history. 

F-74 Freedmen's Bureau Research [A] 
Tony Burroughs Records from the Freedmen's 
Bureau are some of the most important for 
African-American genealogy and a hidden 
source for other genealogists. They help bridge 
the gap from freedom to slavery and may 
reveal the name of the former slave owner. 
These records also contain records of white 
teachers, employers, land owners, and refugees 
from the Civil War. 

F-75 Identifying and Using German 
Sources for Beginning, Intermediate and 
Advanced Research [I] Larry O. Jensen A 
look at the Family History Library s microfilm 
and printed holdings for each German king
dom, province, and duchy is the focus of this 
session, including what sources have been 
obtained and what is now being acquired. 

F-76 Identifying Irish Immigrants in Colo
nial New England and New York [I] Jerome 
E. Anderson Emigration from Ireland took 
place throughout the colonial period The Pres
byterian Scots-Irish were but one current in the 
flow which also included Anglicans, Congrega
tionalists, Catholics, and Quakers of varying 
British backgrounds, as well as some German 
Palatines. Many quickly blended into their new 
communities, making it difficult to identify 
these people from those of English background. 

F-77 Current Technologies with Relevance 
to Genealogy [B,I] Joan Kirchman Mitchell 
In this session some technologies not normally 
utilized by genealogists will be explored, such 
as digital computer imagery, skull/face recon
struction, remote sensing, and DNA tech
niques, all of which will be increasingly be 
applied to family research. 

Friday 12:15-1 :45 P.M. 

F-78 The New England Historic Genealog-
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ical Society Luncheon (Open) Jane Fletcher 
Fiske Genealogical Writing: Lessons from 150 
Years of the Register. 

F-79 Association of Professional Genealo
gists Luncheon (Open) Brenda Dougall 
Merriman Professional Respect at Home: 
Marrying, Divorcing, Murdering Your Rela
tives. 

Friday 2:00-3:00 P.M. 

F-80 Richard Lackey Died Too Soonl How 
Do I Document Modern Media Sources 
[B,I] John Vincent Wylie In the more than 
fifteen years since Richard Lackey's Cite Your 
Sources established the conventions for record
ing source citations, resources he never 
dreamed of have become common place. Does 
genealogical management software encourage 
users to cite sources properly or does it dis
courage responsible documentation with cum
bersome procedures or space limitation? This 
lecture addresses how to cite on-line sources, 
video and audio recordings, digitized images, 
someone else s GEDCOM file, and additional 
technology-oriented sources. Examples are 
used to demonstrate these points. 

F-81 Eighteenth-Century German Immi
gration: Effectively Using the Published 
Passenger Lists [I] Annette K. Burgert Eigh
teenth-century Pennsylvania ships passenger 
lists include many families that moved on to 
New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, 
and North Carolina. This lecture contains sug
gestions for the maximum effective use of these 
lists, points out errors and omissions in the 
published versions, and also examines hidden 
clues contained in the lists. 

F-82 Genesee Country: Corridor for Immi
grants Before 1825 [B,I] Ruth Horton Metz
ler Tracing early trails across upstate New 
York can provide vital information about the 
early immigrant routes. Explorers, entrepre
neurs, military, and religious groups moved 
through before 1825, leaving their names and 
records in unexpected places. Primary resourc
es will be emphasized to aid research for an 
ancestor who once lived in the area. 

F-83 Breaking Through Road Blocks: The 
Chronological and Geographical Approach 
[B,I] Alice Eichholz Road blocks can seem like 
dead ends in research, occurring when the 
family has a common surname, repeatedly uses 
the same given names, leaves meager paper 
trails, or apparently disappears on the migra
tion trail. But, in developing a chronological 
and geographical approach, new leads often 
emerge. This presentation will provide some 
proven methods for breaking through those 
blocks and finding some new research trails. 

F-84 How to Prepare for Successful Re
search in European Records [I,A] John 
Philip Colletta Whether you conduct your 
research in European records, in person, 
overseas, by correspondence, or in microfilm, 
success depends in large measure on the thor
oughness of advance preparation. This lecture 
explains how to get the most for the time, 
effort, and money you invest! 

F-85 Bounty Land Records: Neglected 
Treasures [B,I,A] Christine Rose Bounty 
Land records are rich in genealogical data, yet 
often overlooked or unused as they are scat
tered among a variety of records. This lecture 
will include specific information on bounty 
land acts, application files, military districts, 
and surrendered warrants. 

F-86 Scots-Irish Family History Research: 
Sources and Methods [I] Robert C. Starratt 
This lecture first identifies a number of re
sources originating in the north of Ireland, as 
well as in London, Edinburgh, and Glasgow. It 
then indicates where they are likely to be found 
and demonstrates how they can be used effec
tively to trace Scots-Irish (Ulster-Scot) ances
try. Also featured are suggestions for tracing 
ancestors from Ulster back to Scotland. The 
presentation will be supplemented by slides and 
a bibliography. 

Friday 3:30-4:30 P.M. 

F-87 Source Citations: What to Do, 
When, and How [B,l] Helen F. M. Leary 
Research notes, whether written by hand or 
entered into a computer, are worthless if the 
sources are not included. All well and 
good-but exactly how should sources be cited? 
This lecture addresses sources commonly 
encountered by beginning and intermediate 
researchers. 

F-88 Why Didn't I Find My Ancestor s 
Naturalization? [B,l] Thomas A. Peters Most 
naturalization records are where they are 
supposed to be but are not always recognized 
by the researcher. The purpose of this lecture 
is to assist the researcher by looking at the 
problems and suggesting possible approaches to 
increase odds of a successful search. Selected 
documents graphically illustrate several re
search problems. 

F-89 Multi-Media and Genealogy [B) Larry 
Ledden Comparing multi-media features in 
various genealogy programs, this presentation 
will show sample printouts and displays, de
scribe required equipment and applicable 
industry standards, and introduce basic con
cepts of computer imagery, Optical Character 
Recognition, sound, and video. Also, new 
multi-media and computer data storage devices 
will be introduced. 



F-90 Stand and Deliver: Tips for Improv
ing Your Speaking Skills [I] Paul Milner 
Learn and practice some simple techniques for 
improving your public speaking skills. These 
techniques are useful whether you are making 
an hour presentation or a two-minute an
nouncement at your society meeting. 

F-91 The Five Steps of 19th-Century 
Marriage Registration In Ontario Ryan 
Taylor Before civil registration began in 1869, 
Ontario struggled with how to ensure marriages 
were recorded. The various stages are some
times difficult to understand, especially for 
those unaware of changes in Ontario's govern
ment from 1792 to 1867. This lecture will 
describe each development in the evolutionary 
process and how best to locate marriages which 
took place in this period. 

F-92 J. H. French's Gazetteer of the State 
of New York, An Often Overlooked Re
source [B) Kathleen M Facer In 1860 J. H. 
French compiled a gazetteer of New York 
State, designed to record the history and docu
ment geographic features of each county in the 
state. Information was gathered on each of the 
counties-their formation, history, significant 
firsts, and geographic features. Economic life, 
from statistics on occupations of New Yorkers, 
to corporations and manufacturers, along with 
information on educational institutions, church
es, and immigration are all included. The 
resulting work provides a wealth of information 
for researching New York State in the 19th 
century. 

Friday 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

F-93 The Erie Canal and Its Impact on the 
Settlement of Western New York and the 
Nation [B) Laurence Wayne Feasel This 
session will focus on the use of history to flesh 
out the human side of genealogy-wit life was 
like for our ancestors-using the Erie Canal to 
demonstrate the move west of migrant families 
and sustainment of farmers. Contemporary 
descriptions of travel on Clinton's Ditch will be 
used, as well as late nineteenth-century and 
early twentieth-century still photos and videos. 

F-94 Getting the Upper Hand on Hand
writing [I] Jerome E. Anderson Deciphering 
any new or difficult handwriting uses many of 
the code-breaker's skills. Identification of 
repeating patterns and recognizable letter 
forms, as well as words and phrases, leaves a 
smaller number of difficulties to be analyzed 
and solved. 

F-95 Taking Computers Beyond Pedigree 
Charts [B,I,A] Tony Burroughs Computers are 
revolutionizing the field of genealogy. Like our 
brain, most genealogists only use a small part 

of available software and hardware, but there 
is more to genealogical computing than 
Pedigree Charts and Family Group Sheets. See 
some of the new, exiting, and innovative ways 
computers are being used for genealogy and 
how future technology will change genealogy. 

F-96 Fundamentals of Jewish Genealogi
cal Research [B,I] Gary MokotojJThis lecture 
covers aspects of Jewish culture that affect 
genealogical research (such as naming pat
terns), sources of information for Jewish-
American research by period of arrival in the 
US., and the status of organized Jewish geneal
ogy today. 

F-97 The Y Chromosome In Genealogical 
Research [I] Thol'TUls H. Roderick The Y
chromosome determines maleness, and most of 
this tiny chromosome is dearly inherited by 
males only from their fathers, and then from 
his father, and from his father, and so on back 
through the pure male line (the V-line). Knowl
edge of molecular and physical differences 
among V-chromosomes is growing and in 
many cases can distinguish large families from 
each other. Also, racial and more specific 
ethnic differences in the molecular structure of 
the Y -chromosome are now known. These 
variations can have specific advantages in 
genealogical research, in some cases verifying 
V-line research as well as potentially determin
ing ethnic origins of V-lines. 

F-98 Using Evidence Creatively: How to 
Spot Clues and Demand Answers From 
Run-of-the-Mills Records [B,I,A] Elizabeth 
Shown Mills The evidence we seek often exists 
in forms we do not expect or recognize. This 
session takes the basic principles of creative 
thinking and uses them to stimulate creative 
genealogical solutions. The emphasis is upon 
ways to maximize "trivial detail" and link stray 
pieces into meaningful conclusions that will 
either resolve our problem or point us in a 
fresh direction. 

F-99 Pre-Banquet social (Open) - Cash Bar 
All conference registrants are invited to come 
and enjoy an informal reception prior to the 
banquet. This is an excellent chance to social
ize with your fellow genealogists. 
F-100 Federation of Genealogical Soci
eties Banquet (Open): John Philip Colletta Is 
Any Body There? Tracking Ancestral Rel'TUlins 
A great-great-grandmother, together with a few 
members of her family, is buried at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in Rochester. At least, her 
grave is there, and a headstone with her name 
on it. Whether or not her body is there, how
ever, is another matter entirely. By relating 
five bizarre and hilarious-and sometimes touch
ing-searches undertaken in New York, Missis
sippi, Indiana, and Italy to track down the 
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John Phillip Colletta 

illusive remains of ancestors, all genealogists 
will be alerted to possible irregularities they 
might wish to consider when seeking an an
cestor's final resting (or restless) place. 

Saturday 8:00-9:00 A.M. 

S-101 Italian American Character: Under
standing Your Ancestors for Better Re
search Success [B,I] Sharon DeBartolo 
Carl'TUlck Why did your Italian ancestors leave 
Italy and settle on a particular street in a partic
ular American neighborhood? Why did they eat 
certain foods in America and avoided others? 
Why did many have a high drop-out rate from 
school? Why were they discriminated against 
by native white Americans and other ethnic 
groups? How will answering these questions 
help you in your genealogical research? Re
searchers will learn how to combine genealogi
cal sources with Italian-American social history 
and customs to understand the motivations be
hind their ancestors actions, getting more out 
of records to overcome brickwall problems and 
plan more successful research strategy. 

S-102 Wandering Frenchmen and Flying 
Dutchmen: Tracing Pre-Revolutionary 
Families Across the New York-Canadian 
Border [A] James L. Hansen The border 
between New York and Canada in the colonial 
period was always a porous one and, despite 
obvious migration and linguistic challenges, 
migration across that border was more frequent 
than commonly supposed. This lecture will 
describe sources (from both sides) and tech
niques that can help trace these most challeng
ing families. 

S-103 Early Land Sales in Western New 
York: An Introduction to the Holland Land 
Company and Its Papers [1] Karen E. Livsey 
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From 1800 to 1835 the Holland Land Company 
sold land to the early settlers in eight present
day counties of western New York. Using 
Company records on microfilm, location of a 
person's land can be found and additional 
information accessed. 

S-104 An Overview of Pennsylvania Land 
Records [B] Donna G. Bingham Munger Land 
records for Pennsylvania fall into five distinct 
periods from pre-Penn times to the present. 
Finding aids for each period differ. Knowing 
what these periods are and which finding aids 
to consult is essential to obtaining the desired 
results. This session will identify and describe 
the five periods and their finding aids. 

S-105 Electronic and Traditional Photog
raphy and the Genealogist, an Image 
Scanning Overview [A] Richard S. Jiloty, 
Bob McKeever, Terry Deglau With a discus
sion of the uses of traditional photography and 
the application of electronic photography, this 
session will lead into considerations when 
images are scanned into electronic databases, 
including quality and speed, as well as the 
wide cost range and how the most expensive 
may not always yield the best results. 

S-106 Recording Your Evidence: How to 
Abstract Transcribe, and Interpret Docu
ments [B,I] Helen F. M. Leary This lecture 
addresses what the record says, what it means, 
and how to get all that information into re
search notes without spending all day on each 
document. 

Saturday 9:30·10:30 A.M. 

S-107 THE JAMES DENT WALKER ME
MORIAL LECTURE: The Continuing Dilem
mas in African American Genealogical 
Research: The Diaspora and Self-Concept 
[I] Eugene Eli DuBois The scourge of slavery 
and the resulting diaspora in the U.s. has 
contributed deeply to many contemporary 
social ills confronting American life: dissolu
tion offamilies, language, religion, and a basic 
value structure. This dysfunctional social 
milieu, as well as poor self-concept leaves 
researchers of African-Americans at a disad
vantage. In this presentation, peripheral re
search sources in the salient institutions and 
structures will be explored to assist in further
ing African-American genealogical Research. 

S-108 But I Know He Got a Pension: 
Working National Archives Indexes [I] 
Marie Varrelman Melchiori Pension indexes at 
the National Archives cover the Revolutionary 
War to the Philippine insurrection. Because of 
the arrangement of the indexes, soldiers are 
sometimes missed. Little used indexes such as 
the Re-named Widows Index and the Organiza-. 
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tional Index will be discussed. 

S-109 Will They Use Them After They Go 
Home? Preparing Effective Handouts [A] 
Patricia Law Hatcher In spite of the title of 
this lecture, handouts are actually used at three 
different times: before the lecture, during the 
lecture, and after the lecture. The precise 
content will vary depending on topic and 
speaker. By examining how and why the 
handout will be used, we can determine what 
it should contain. 

S-110 Is Technology Really Preserving 
Your Data? [B,I,AI John Vincent WYlie Tech
nology has made finding, evaluating, and 
publishing genealogical data easier and faster. 
However, technology also requires us to learn 
new concepts and to develop an increased 
awareness of what technology cannot do. Will 
your work be accessible to future generations? 
Just how permanent is permanent? Don t accept 
(or reject) modem forms of media blindly. This 

lecture provides several practical things a genealo
gist should do to protect and preserve data. 

S-111 Lost in Pennsylvania? Try the Pub-
6shed Pennsylvania Archives [I] Christine 
Crawford-Oppenheimer The various lists and 
documents in the published Pennsylvania 
Archives contain millions of names of 
Pennsylvania residents mostly before the War, 
including a large number predating the 1790 
census. This talk discusses what kinds of 
listings are available, how best to approach this 
multi-volume reference work, and when other 
sources may be better. 

S-112 The New York State Historical 
Documents Inventory: Hidden Treasures 
in New York State Repositories [B,I] Arthur 
F. Sniffin Cornell University field archivists 
conducted a count by county survey of manu
scripts and archives materials in New York 
State repositories from 1978 through 1991. The 

on-line access and published guide books 
contain descriptions of each collection and 
extensive indexes. This project highlights the 
rich material available for family history re
search in New York State. 

Saturday 11 :00 A.M.-12:00 Noon 

S-113 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: A 
Case Study in Reconstructing Your An
cestor's Neighborhood [I ,A] Marcia K. 
wyett This lecture shows through example how 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps used in conjunc
tion with genealogical sources, such as the cen
sus, city directories, and land records can 
recreate an ancestors neighborhood. 

S-114 The Immigrant Experience: From 
Steerage to Ellis Island [8,I,A] Sharon 
DeBartolo Carmack Statistics reveal one of 
every ten Americans can claim an ancestor 
who entered through Ellis Island. Told in 
vivid, dramatic detail, this slide presentation 
illustrates what it was like to travel in steerage 
and be processed at Ellis Island. 

S-115 The Internet As a Genealogical 
Resource [I] Lawrence Naukam This lecture 
deals with connecting to the Internet, exploring 
the World Wide Web, utilizing discussion 
groups (listservs) and newsgroups, and locating 
useful files, all with the purpose of advancing 
your genealogical research. 

S-116 Migration Patterns into New Jersey 
Before the Civil War [I] Marion Orr Harris 
New Jersey has traditionally been a crossroads 
state, with arrivals from entry ports on both 
sides (New York and Philadelphia) and in
migration from New England, New Amster
dam, Long Island, Staten Island, the Hudson 
Valley counties of New York, Pennsylvania, 
and direct from Europe. Although the first 
settlers arrived in the 1660s, parts of New 
Jersey were still frontier until after the Revolu
tion. 

S-117 Ontario's Civil Registration: Access 
and Success [8,1] Brenda Dougall Merriman 
With the now-released, historic birth, mar
riage, and death records of the office of the 
Register General in Ontario, an assessment and 
understanding are needed for researchers, as 
are tips for problem solving and alternative 
sources. 

S-118 Digging Up Ancestors from Unpub
lished Sources in Dutchess County, New 
York, the Graveyard of Genealogy [I] 
Frank 1. Doherty Researching 18th-Century 
inhabitants of the southeast part of Dutchess 
County, many new sources of genealogical 
material have been found. This talk will focus 
on what the -records are, where they were 



found, and how to find those Recently made 
available. 

S-119 Neighborhoods: Correlating land 
and Census Records [I,A] Birdie Monk 
Holsclaw Census records and land records are 
two record categories which work especially 
well together. Case studies and examples will 
show how clues found in one record can lead 
to additional findings in the other. 

Saturday 12:15-1:45 P.M. 

S-120 New York State Council of Genea
logical Organizations luncheon (Open) 
Peter R. Christoph The Fist Fight on Gertude's 
Stoop: Or a Weekend in Colonial Albany. 

S-121 International Society for British 
Genealogy and Family History luncheon 
(Open) Robert C. Starratt A "Neutral" New 
York Loyalist in Nova Scotia. 

Saturday 2:00-3:00 P.M. 

S-122 Exploring Native Roots [I] Ruth 
Corcoran The Iroquois inhabited and roamed 
the vast area of New York State and beyond. 
With a discussion of available resources, this 
lecture is intended to help those tracing their 
family roots to the Iroquois. 

S-123 Railroad Pension Application Files: 
Their Records and Preservation [B,I] Kim 
S. Harrison Hundreds of thousands of workers 
were employed by the railroad industry in 
America. This lecture will concentrate on the 
wealth of genealogical information found in the 
Railroad Pension Application Record files 
(such death and marriage records) and uses of 
these records, and will provide a status report 
of the preservation of these records. 

S-124 Selecting Your Software and Hard
ware: A Guide [I] Lawrence Naukam This 
lecture will take the experience gained in 
twenty years of working with genealogical soft
ware and personal computers and advise atten
dees of how to thoroughly and successfully 
evaluate software and hardware to expedite 
research capabilities. 

S-125 But Grandma Never Carried a Gun: 
locating Women Using Records Created 
by the Military [I] Marie Varrelman Melchiori 
The women who were the mothers, wives, and 
sisters of a soldier, as well as women em
ployed by the military and how to locate them, 
will be the focus of this presentation. A discus
sion of the correspondence and carded records 
created by the military as well as the more com
monly used pension records will also be covered. 

S-126 The Great Awakening, The Ameri-

can Revolution and the Bumed-Over Dis
trict [I] Robert Charles Anderson Western 
New York was a hotbed of new social, politi
cal, and religious movements in the first half of 
the nineteenth century, and as such earned the 
name of the Burned-Over District. An attempt 
will be made to trace the origin of some of this 
ideological fervor back into Vermont during 
the Revolutionary years, and further back into 
Connecticut during the period of the Great 
Awakening in the first half of the eighteenth 
century. 

S-127 Case Studies and Research Strate
gies for Locating That Elusive Eighteenth
Century German Immigrant [I] Annette K. 
Burgert This lecture presents several problem 
groups of emigrants and suggests research 
strategies for solving the problems. Specific 
family case studies are used to illustrate prob
lems and solutions. Several aspects ofimmigra
tion research are addressed: immigrants who 
appear in published passenger lists and who 
also appear in European emigration records, 
immigrants who do not appear in the passenger 
lists but who do appear in European emigration 
records and later in American records, immi
grants for whom emigration must be proved. 

Saturday 3:30-4:30 P.M. 

S-128 Pitfalls in Quebec Research: The 
Obvious Sources May Be Wrong [I] Joy 
Reisinger Using a case study of a French 
Canadian problem, this session details a situa
tion where every published source was wrong-
14 pounds of books versus a half ounce piece 
of paper. 

S-129 Understanding Early Gravestones 
and the Stories They Tell [B,I,A] Laurel K. 
Gabel Burying grounds are often described as 
outdoor museums-full of history, art, chroni
cles of religious belief, genealogy, sometimes 
tragedy and scandal, even humor. This slide 
presentation will provide the background 
needed to read special language on gravestones 
and understand attitudes about death and mem
orialization these historic artifacts reflect. 

S-130 Scottish Family History Research: 
Sources and Methods [I] Robert C. Starratt 
This lecture first identifies a number of sources 
originating in mainland Scotland, as well as in 
London, Belfast, and the Western Isles. It then 
indicates where they are likely to be found and 
demonstrates how they can be used effectively 
to trace Scottish ancestry. Also featured are 
suggestions for obtaining a Scottish coat of 
arms. The presentation will be supplemented 
by slides and a bibliography. 

S-131 Dating Your Photographs [I] Lea-
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trice Kemp Clues for dating nineteenth- and 
early twentieth century photographs are found 
in the photographic process, in the size of the 
photograph, in the format of the studio photog
raphers name and the photographic mount, in 
the costume of the subjects, and in the image 
itself. In this slide program these dating tech
niques will be explained and applied to specific 
images. Sources for further information will be 
discussed. 

S-132 Managing a Professional Research 
Business [A] Eileen Polakoff A professional 
genealogist must wear many hats in addition to 
that of being an excellent researcher secretary, 
accountant, marketing director, administrator, 
and collection agent. Methods and strategies to 
manage your independent genealogical business 
will be discussed. 

S-133 Using Records of the County Surro
gate's Courts of New York State, and 
Other New York Probate Records [I] Harry 
Macy. Jr. This lecture will describe the several 
types of probate and related records kept by the 
Surrogates Court in each New York county, 
and explain how these records can be accessed 
and utilized. There will be a description of 
similar records generated by other New York 
State courts, and an overview of the extensive 
probate records of New York in the colonial 
period. 

S-134 Think Before You SENDI Consider
ations BEFORE You Post That Message or 
Upload That Data Online [B,I] John Vincent 
llYlie Genealogical activity on line is part of a 
new and emerging culture with its own devel
oping jargon, identity, social norms, and 
expectations. Genealogists should understand 
this culture if they are going to use it without 
experiencing criticism, and in extreme cases, 
legal problems. The wide spread access and 
ease of transmission raises questions such as: 
When is posting messages considered on-line 
publishing? Who has ownership of data? Using 
examples of good and bad online publishing, 
the lecture deals with plagiarism, copyright, 
and ethical considerations. 

Saturday 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

S-135 CD-ROM Research Strategies [A] 
Kathleen W. Hinckley The recent explosion of 
CD-ROM resources offers genealogists com
puterized searches of telephone books, census
es, vital records, periodicals, and land records. 
This lecture will demonstrate research method
ology for utilizing this computerized tool to is 
fullest potential. 

S-136 love letters, Diaries, and Autobi
ographies: Lets Leave 'em Somethln' to 
Talk About [B,I,A] Sharon DeBartolo Car-
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mack Do YOU want to end up just a name and 
date on someone's pedigree chart? Sometimes 
we get so involved with researching our ances
tors that we forget WE will be ancestors one 
day. This lecture will inspire and suggest to all 
levels of researchers how to painlessly leave an 
account of their own lives. 

S-137 First Fruits of the Great Migration 
Study Project [I] Robert Charles Anderson 
With the completion of The Great Migration 
Begins, an evaluation is possible of the utility 
of the methods employed in the project. The 
many new genealogical results will be dis
cussed, showing the value of applying a strict 
and consistent set of interpretive rules to an 
entire community of families. Several detailed 
examples will be presented showing how the 
application of the rules led to, and frequently 

. forced, new discoveries. 

S-138 Using Nineteenth-Century Newspa
pers for Family History [I] John Philip 
Colletta Old newspapers are great fun and 
contain an enormous amount of information 
about the community. Where do you find 
them? How can they help your research? This 
lecture illustrates the many surprising ways old 
newspapers may add life and interest to your 
ancestors' stories! 

S-139 But I Just Don't Love You Any-
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morel Divorce in Antebellum America [I] 
Gale Williams Ba17ll'TUln Laws, customs, and 
religious beliefs concerning divorce varied 
greatly in early America. The colonies and 
later the states dealt with this matter differ
ently, to the extent no general instructions can 
be given to researchers for locating and study
ing such records. This lecture will briefly detail 
the history of divorce and give pertinent specif
ics, by colony and state, up to the Civil War 
period. Illustrations from actual records will 
shed light on this public, yet very personal, 
problem that likely affected more of our ances
tors then we're willing to admit. 

S-140 Preponderance of Evidence: When 
CAN it be Used? [B.I,A] Christine Rose The 
principle of preponderance of evidence, when 
used correctly, can establish a case when direct 
evidence is lacking, but is often misunderstood 
or incorrectly applied. Specific examples will 
demonstrate its effective use. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Saturday, 6:30 - 11 :00 P.M. * 

S-141 CLINTON TO VISIT ROCHESTER IN 
AUGUST An Historical Evening on Clinton's 
Ditch (open) Rochester, NY - The Honorable 
DeWitt Clinton, Governor of our great State of 

New York, will be making a stop here on 
Saturday, August 17, 1825. The Governor, and 
his entourage, will be hosted by local dignitar
ies as the city participates in the completion of 
Grand Western Canal. 

Planners of the festivities invite all townspeople 
and their guests to join our honored visitors in 
the festivities. Plans include food and drink, a 
fantastic light show and great entertainment. 

harken back to the raucous, rowdy and roman
tic era of the hoggee, squeezers, and bullhead 
boats. The days when the Canawlers shout of 
"Low Bridge!" got nearly everybody's atten
tion-all canal travelers knew the danger of 
which that canal boater's cry warned. In the 
days when Rochester was known as "The 
Young Lion of the West," the Packet Boats 
were the way to travel along the newly com
pleted waterway known as The Grand Western 
Canal. 

There is a $38.00 per person charge for this 
even - Please see the Registration Form. 

*Please Note: You may come and go at any 
time during this event. There is a shuttle ser
vice included that will transport attenders to 
and from the conference hotel. The High Falls 
Laser and Light Show is scheduled for approxi
mately 9:30 P.M. 

Find Your Ancestors FAST 
Family Tree MakerTM Deluxe Edition 
does more than print family trees. 
It includes an index of more than 
100 MILLION names that helps you 
find your ancestors. Now, you can create 
a lasting record of your family history! 

Who Are You Related To? 
Like most people, Derek Erb thought 
researching his family history would 
be time-consuming. That is, until he 
discovered Family Tree Maker with the 
FamilyFinder~ Index ... It lists the 
names of more than 100 million people 
who appear in centuries of state and 
federal records. 

"An Explosion of Information" 
With the FamilyFinder, Derek easily 
found names of 40 ancestors. While 
the actual records are far too vast 
to be included on this one CD, the 
FamilyFinder did tell Derek exactly 
where he could find more information 
about each relative listed. 

Instead of searching through a library Derek 
purchased these records from us. We have 
over 50 fact-filled CDs to choose from. 

Using the CD records, Derek expanded 
his family tree by three generations. Derek 
called it "an explosion of information!" 

Heirloom-Quality Family Trees 
In seconds, you too can discover your 
ancestors. Add these names and facts 
together with what you already know 
about your family Then, Family Tree 
Maker will autom!ltically print your 
family tree in a variety of beautiful styles. 
And they're perfect for framing, too! 

Multimedia Family Albums and More 
Family Tree Maker also stores photos, 
video, audio, scanned documents, and 
even your cherished family stories. 
It creates calendars, labels, and more! 
Don't miss the chance to preserve your 
family history - Order Todayl 

r--------------------------------
$69.99 New Version 3.0! 
Plus shipping & tax. CD-ROM 
For Windows'" 3.1 and Windows 95 
Call Ii: 800-474-8696 and ask for 6SS 
9O-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 
Sold at software stores everywhere or cali us direct. 

'i9BrrJderbund' 
Banner Blue Division 



Conference Site 

The Rochester Riverside Convention 
Center is situated along the scenic 
Genesee River at 123 East Main Street, 
Rochester, New York and will be the site 
of all lectures on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. It will also be the site for the 
Exhibit Hall with over 130 exhibit booths. 
Parking is available directly across the 
street at the South A venue Parking Ga
rage. There is a daily parking fee of 
$4.95 ($.40 per half hour not to exceed 
$4.95). The convention center is accessi
ble by skywalks from the South Avenue 
Parking Garage, the Holiday Inn, and the 
Hyatt Regency Hotels. 

The FGS Society Management Work
shops to be held on Wednesday, August 
14, 1996 will be located in the conference 
hotel, the Holiday Inn Genesee Plaza at 
120 East Main Street, Rochester, New 
York. The Holiday Inn will also be the 
site of all luncheons and the banquet. 

Hotel Information 

The Holiday Inn Genesee Plaza is the 
official hotel for the conference and a 
block of rooms has been reserved for 
conference attenders. The Holiday Inn 
will be the site for all meal functions and 
the Wednesday FGS Society Management 
Workshops. Rooms have also been re
served in the Radisson Hotel at Rochester 
Plaza (located just across the river) and 
the Hyatt Regency Rochester Hotel. Both 
the Holiday Inn and the Hyatt Regency 
are connected to the Rochester Convention 
Center by covered skywalks. Please make 
your reservations early since these rooms 
will be released a month before the con
ference. There is a complimentary hotel 
shuttle from the airport to all three hotels. 
Be sure to mention the FGSIRGS Confer
ence when making reservations to receive 
the special room rates. 

Holiday Inn Genesee Plaza 
120 East Main Street 
Rochester, NY 14604 
Phone: 716-546-6400 

Fax: 716-546-3908 
Rates from: Single/Double $80; 

Triple/Quad $90, plus tax 
Free Airport Shuttle Service (7:00 A.M.-

10:00 P.M.) 
Charge for Overnight Parking ($3.00 per 

24 hrs.) 

Hyatt Regency Rochester 
125 East Main Street 
Rochester, NY 14604 
Phone: 716-546-1234 
Fax: 716-546-6160 
Rates from: Single/Double $92; 

Triple/Quad $99, plus tax 
Free Airport Shuttle Service (6:00 A.M.-

12:00 Midnight) 
Charge for Overnight Parking ($3.00 per 

24 hrs.) 

Radisson Hotel at Rochester Plaza 
70 State Street 
Rochester, NY 14614 
Phone: 800-333-3333 (Worldwide Reser

vations); 800-243-7760 (Radisson 
Rochester Direct Line) 

Rates from: Single/Double $75; Tri
ple/Quad $85, plus tax 

Free Airport Shuttle Service (5:00 A.M.-
2:00 A.M.) 

Charge for Overnight Parking ($3.00 per 
24 hrs.) 

(Note: $5.00 off coupon for the Sunday 
Brunch will be issued at a rate of one per 
couple for all overnight conference attend
ers). 

Exhibits 

A wide variety of genealogical books, 
supplies, and computer products and 
services will be available for your exami
nation and purchase in the exhibit areas. 
The exhibit hall will have over 130 booths 
and is located in the Rochester Riverside 
Convention Center. Year after year the 
genealogical publishers and exhibitors 
display the latest and best products avail
able. Plan now to purchase items at the 
conference and save shipping costs. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
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what is new in genealogical supplies, 
books, products and services. Drawings 
for door prizes will be held every day. 
The Grand Opening of the Exhibit Hall 
will be on Thursday at 9:30 A.M. This is 
a major component of the conference and 
ample time will be allowed between ses
sions for conference attenders to spend 
time in this exciting area. 

Additional Information 

For additional information on the Fed
eration of Genealogical Societies or infor
mation about the conference, please con
tact FGS at P.O. Box 830220, Richard
son, Texas 75083-0220 or telephone/fax 
214-907-9727. The Rochester Genealogi
cal Society may be contacted at P.O. Box 
10501, Rochester, NY 14610. The RGS 
Voice Mail number is 716-234-2584. 
Messages are picked up daily. Additional 
information about the conference is also 
available on the Internet (http:// 
www.vivanet.com/- halsey /fgs96. html). 

Special Needs 

Registrants with special requirements 
as outlined in the Americans With Disabil
ities Act (ADA) must detail those require
ments in writing to the Federation no later 
than 15 July 1996. 
Registrants with need for special meals 
must detail those requirements in writing 
to the Federation no later than 1 August 
1996. We regret that special meal consid
erations cannot be accommodated after 
that date. 

Cancellation Policy 

All cancellation requests must be re
ceived in writing by 15 July 1996, thirty 
(30) days prior to the conference. For 
written requests received prior to 15 July 
1996, registrants will receive a full refund 
on all meal functions and their registration 
fee minus a $20.00 non-refundable admin-• istrative charge. For cancellations after 15 
July 1996 or non-attendance, registrants will 
receive a copy of the syllabus and informa
tion on how to obtain conference tapes. 
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Registration Form - IN YOUR ANCESTORS' IMAGE 
Space Planning 

Please circle the conference sessions you expect to 
attend so we can plan room space. There is no 
obligation to attend these marked sessions. 
Sessions listed in the program brochure are coded 
with the numbers given below. Concurrent ses
sions are indicated by one time period per line; cir
cle only one number per line. Use a separate form 
for each person. 

Wednesday 
9:00AM WI 
9:45 AM W2, W3, W4, W5 
11:00 AM W6, W7, W8, W9 
12:15 PM W10 FG5/Caucus 
2:45 PM Wll, W12, W13, W14 
4:00 PM W15, W16, W17, W18 
7:00PM W19 

Thursday 
8:00AM T20 
9:30AM T21 
10:30 AM T22, T23, T24, T25, T26, T27 
11:45 AM T28 CGC, T29 BCG 
1:30 PM T3O, T31, T32, T33, T34, T35 
2:45 PM T36, T37, T38, T39, no, T41 
4:00 PM T42, T43, T44, T45, T46, T47, T48 
5:15 PM n9, T50, T51, T52, T53, T54, T55 
7:00 PM T56, T57 
7:30PM TSS 

Friday 
8:00 AM F59, F60, F61, F62, F63, F64 
9:30 AM F65, F66, F67, F68, F69, F70, F71 
11:00 AM F72, F73, F74, F75, F76, F77 
12:15 PM F78 NEHG5, F79 APG 
2:00 PM F80, F81, F82, F83, F84, F85, F86 
3:30 PM F87, F88, F89, F90, F91, F92 
5:00 PM F93, F94, F95, F96, F97, F98 
6:30 PM F99 Pre-Banquet Social 
7:30 PM FlOO Annual Banquet 

Saturday 
8:00 AM 5101, 5102, 5103, 5104, 5105, 5106 
9:30 AM 5107,5108, 5109, 5110, 5111, 5112 
11:00 AM 5113,5114,5115,5116, 5117, 5118, 5119 
12:15 PM 5120 NY5COGO, 5121 I5BGFH 
2:00 PM 5122, 5123, 5124, 5125, 5126, 5127 
3:30 PM 5128,5129,5130,5131,5132,5133,5134 
5:00 PM 5135,5136,5137,5138, 5139, 5140 
6:30 PM 5141 RG5 

II SPECIAL NEEDS ® 
The Federation will make every attempt to meet 
the requirements of those with special needs who 
desire to attend the conference. Your assistance in 
providing the information needed as early as pos
sible is greatly appreciated. 

Registrants with special requirements as outlined 
in the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) 
must detail those requirements in writing to the 
Federation no later than 15 July 1996. 

Registrants with special meal requirements must 
detail those requirements in writing to the 
Federation no later than 1 August 1996. We regret 
that special meal considerations cannot be accom
modated after that date. 
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Please use one registration form per person. This form may be duplicated. 
Name ______________________________________________ ___ 

Address ______________________________________________ _ 

City ________________________ ___ State Zip __ _ 

Country ______________________________________________ _ 

Telephone ( _____ ) ___ - ___ _ 

CONFERENCE FEES: 

REGISTRA nON 

Full Registration postmarked by 1 July 1996 .................................... $95.00 $ __ _ 
Full Registration postmarked after 1 July 1996 ................................. $130.00 $ __ _ 
Full Registration = Attendance at all four days 
or 
Single day' registration postmarked by 1 July 1996 .............................. $50.00 $ __ _ 
Single day' registration postmarked after 1 July 1996 ............................ $65.00 $ __ _ 

'You must indicate which single day. Wed. __ Thur. __ Fri. __ Sat. __ 

Single Day Registration = Attendance for any single day 
(Please Note: If you wish to attend more than one day, it is more economical to register for the full con
ference.) 

MEALS 

The following meal functions will be available during the conference. All meal functions are open to all 
conference participants. If you wish to bring a guest to a meal function, please use a separate form and fill 
out the information below: 

To register a guest for meals only, please mark here ______ __ 

Guest Name: ________________________________ _ 

Wednesday 
W-10 FGS Delegate Luncheon (Lasagna) ....................................... $14.00 $ __ _ 

Thursday 
T-28 Council of Genealogical Columnists (Chicken French) ........................ $15.50 $ __ _ 
T-29 Board for Certification of Genealogists Luncheon (London Broil) ............... $16.00 $ __ _ 

Friday 
F-78 New England Historic Genealogical50ciety (Chicken French) ................. $15.50 $ __ _ 
F-79 Association of Professional Genealogists Luncheon (Chicken Di Napoli) ........ $15.00 $ __ _ 
F-100 Federation of Genealogical50cieties Banquet (Filet & Stuffed Shrimp) ......... $30.00 $ __ _ 

Saturday 
5-120 New York State Council of Genealogical Org. (Chicken French) ............... $15.50 $ __ _ 
5-121 International50ciety for British Genealogy and Family History 

Luncheon (London Broil) ............................................... $16.00 $ __ _ 
5-141 Rochester Genealogical50c. - An Historic Evening on Clinton's Ditch .......... $38.00 $ __ _ 

MAKE REGISTRATION CHECK PAYABLE TO: FGS/RGS CONFERENCE 

MAIL TO:: 
"FGS/RGS Conference" 
P.O. Box 830220 
Richardson, TX 75083-0220 
Phone or Fax: 214/907-9727 

Total $ __ _ 

Are you planning to stay in the Conference Hotel? Yes __ No __ (Make your reservations early!) 

Are you a FGS Delegate? Yes __ No __ Which 5ociety? __________________________ _ 

VISA / MASTER CARD _________ _ Expire, mo / yr __________ _ 

Signature: ________________________________ _ 

(All cancellation requests must be received in writing by 15 July 1996. Please see cancellation policy under 
General Information.) 



The Family JIistory Library announces 
LDS Church policy prohibits users of the 
collections and records they maintain to 
solicit business or to offer services for a 
fee. Some examples of inappropriate use 
of the library collections include compil
ing and using mailing lists of the names, 
addresses, or telephone numbers of per
sons who have submitted information to 
Ancestral File; searching library databases 
for a fee without informing clients that 
such information is the property of the 
library and is available without charge; 
advertising such a service which leads the 
public to believe that either the informa
tion is available only through that firm or 
that it is a private resource available only 
to paid researchers. Questions regarding 
this policy or information concerning 
inappropriate use of Family History Li
brary resources should be directed to 
Family History Department, ATTN: 
Copyright Coordinator, 50 East North 
Temple Street, Salt Lake City, UT 84150; 
telephone (801) 240-4679. [News of the 
Family History Library 7:1 (1995).] 

* * * * 
The Dallas Genealogical Society has 

restyled its newsletter and expanded the 
number of issues from six to a minimum 
of ten per year. The Dallas Quarterly will 
be replaced by an annual Journal with full 
size format and about 152 pages of ab
stracts of Dallas County records and 
articles of genealogical interest involving 
Dallas County citizens. [DGS Newsletter 
119:5 (September 1995).] 

* * * * 
The Virginia Genealogical Society has 

inducted three Virginia .genealogists as 
Fellows of VGS: John Frederick Dorman 
of Falmouth, Netti Schreiner-Yantis of 
Springfield and Robert Young Clay of 
Richmond. Recipients of the Virginia 
Records Award were Dr. Benjamin B. 
Weisiger, III (posthumously); Ruth and 
Sam Sparacio of McLean; John Vogt of 
Athens, Georgia; and June Banks Evans 
of New Orleans, Louisiana. The Com
monwealth Award to recognize the work 
of other organizations was presented to 
the Virginia-North Carolina Piedmont 
Genealogical Society of Danville. 

The Virginia Genealogical Society has 
established the Virginia Institute of Genea
logical Research to be held in Richmond 
7-10 August 1996. The Institute offers a 
concentrated educational opportunity , 
focusing on Virginia records, and will be 
taught by noted Virginia authorities. De
tails are available from the VGS, 5001 W. 
Broad Street, #115, Richmond, VA 23230-
3023. [Both items from a press release dated 
17 October 1995 by Emily Rusk.] 

* * * * 
The Ohio Genealogical Society will 

hold a week-long genealogy workshop 
from 17-21 June 1996 at OGS headquar
ters in Mansfield. Sessions on major 
American record groups will be supple
mented by topics such as mapping and 
deed plotting. Instructors will include 
Mary L. Bowman, Phyllis Brown Miller, 
Julie Overton, and Connie Ferguson. 
Mary L. Bowman is Workshop Director. 
A reduced fee applies to OGS members. 
Early registration is encouraged as space 
is limited to 30 participants. Send a SASE 
for a full schedule of activities to OGS, 
Genealogy Workshop, P.O. Box 2625, 
Mansfield, OH 44906-2625; (419)522-9077. 

* * * * 
The generosity of a 92-year-old Des 

Moines woman and longtime State Histor
ical Society employee will benefit thou
sands of historical researchers in Iowa. 
Lida Lisle Green's donation of $5,000 has 
allowed the State Historical Society of 
Iowa to purchase 615 rolls of microfilm 
containing 20 years of county marriage 
records and prepare them for public ac
cess. The records date from approximately 
1910 through 1930 and the collection 
completes holdings for all 99 Iowa coun
ties from the 1840s to the 1930s. 

* * * * 
The National Genealogical Society 

(NGS) and its home study course have 
been accredited by the Accrediting Com
mission of the Distance Education and 
Training Council. Based on an indepen
dent evaluation of the course, American 
Genealogy: A Basic Course, NGS was 
accredited for a five-year period beginning 
05 January 1996. The objective of the 16-

FGS FORUM 

lesson course is to teach the basics of 
genealogical research in a more compre
hensive, systematic, and "hands-on" 
manner than is available elsewhere. For 
information on the course and tuition 
plans, write to NGS Education Depart
ment, 4527 17th Street North, Arlington, 
VA 22207-2399. Requests may also be 
made by telephone (703) 525-0050, fax 
(703) 525-0052, and e-mail, 76702.2417@ 
compuserve.com. [News release, contact 
Suzanne Murray, education manager.] 

NOMINEES SOUGHT 
FOR 1997 FGS BOARD 

Nominations are requested for officers 
and directors for the Federation of Genea
logical Societies. All officers and four 
directors positions are open. Officers 
serve terms of two years and directors 
three years, beginning in January 1997. 
Candidates must belong to an FGS mem
ber organization in good standing (see 
membership list in every issue). 

FGS officers and directors conduct the 
business of the Federation through their 
respective positions and by committee 
service. They are expected to attend two 
to three board meetings a year. Board 
meetings (except the winter meeting) 
coincide with national conferences to 
reduce the travel time and expense paid by 
each member. The winter meeting is 
traditionally held in Salt Lake City in 
January. 

Candidates should understand these are 
working positions. Directors and officers 
oversee such activities as budget, confer
ence planning, and production and distri
bution of the FORUM and other business 
having a national interest. They direct 
committee activities such as records pres
ervation, membership growth and servic
es, and publications. In addition, officers 
and directors chair or serve on commit
tees. This requires a commitment of no 
less than a few hours per week on Federa
tion activities. 

Candidates should be familiar with the 
workings of large organizations and it is 
helpful, though not a prerequisite, to have 
held office at state or regional levels. 

FGS bylaws provide for two methods 
(continued on page 35) 
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Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, of Simla, Colorado, is the editor of this new 
column. Send your questions on managing and editing a society newsletter or 
journal directly to her at P.O. Box 338, Simla, CO 80835; or by fax (719) 541-
2673. 

''J=pau4.'' No passion in the world is equal to the passion to alter someone else's draft. 
-'-H.G. Wells 

Sharon DeBartolo 
Carmack 

There you were: sitting at home with 
stacks of books, pedigree charts, and 

periodicals waist deep, happily minding 
your own business, when the phone rang. 
Four rings later, when you found the 
phone, you discovered it was your genea
logical society's president. Being quite 
used to having to cajole members into 
taking on positions within the society, the 
president greeted you with untold pleas
antry: "We have been so pleased with the 
articles and record transcriptions you've 
submitted to the newsletter (or quarterly), 
and, well, you know, Sarah Jane has 
decided to resign as editor ... and, well, we 
were hoping that a person with your talent 
would be interested in becoming the editor 
of the newsletter (or quarterly)." 

"But, I have no experience with edit
ing," you proclaimed. 

"That's okay. We've seen the work 
you do with your computer-designing 
the society's brochures and all. We just 
know you would do a fine job." 

After ten minutes of bantering back 
and forth, you buckled. 

Or perhaps there has always been a 
deep, dark side of you, who secretly 
fantasized about trying your hand at edit
ing, so you volunteered for the position as 
soon as it was available. 

Now what? 
That's what this column will be all 

about. Helping novice and experienced 
editors with their craft. We'll tackle
oops, now wait a minute. I've used the 
editorial "we," when there's only one 
person here writing this. You need to get 
used to that. Once you've agreed to be an 
editor, you become a "we." As Edgar 
Wilson Nye once said, "There are just 
two people entitled to refer to themselves 
as 'we'; one is the editor and the other is 
the fellow with a tapeworm." 

So, in this column we'll be looking at 
all aspects of the editor's world: on-the-
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job training, building a reference library, 
defining the scope of your periodical, 
production scheduling and time manage
ment, selecting a staff, getting material to 
fill the pages, creating a house style and 
choosing a style manual, desk-top publish
ing and design, the mechanics of editing 
and proofreading, etc. 

We'd also like to hear from you and 
try to answer any specific questions you 
may have about being an editor, questions 
like "When you quote someone, can you 
clean up poor grammar?" or "I asked 

((But I have no expe
rience with editing ... JJ 

so-and-so to write an article, but it's 
really bad; how can I practically rewrite it 
without hurting feelings? Or how can 1 
reject it without hurting feelings?" Or if 
you have questions about punctuation or 
grammar, we'll try to answer them, too. 

Now back to the problem at hand. 
You've agreed to serve as editor; what do 
you do now? I was in this same predica
ment seven years ago when Roger Joslyn, 
then president of the Association of Pro
fessional Genealogists, asked me to take 
on the editorship of APG Quarterly. I had 
no experience; only that bizarre, secret 
fantasy of becoming an editor. 

Starting with nothing but my obsessive/ 
compulsive desire to succeed, 1 knew I 
needed a crash course in managing and 
editing a periodical; so I tackled it in the 
same way 1 tackled wanting to be a gene
alogist: 1 learned first from books, which 
is what I suggest you do; too. Although 
now relatively dated, I found many useful 
ideas in Rowena Ferguson's Editing the 
Small Magazine, 2d ed. rev. (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1976). This 

book takes the reader from soliciting 
manuscripts to the finished product, cov
ering all editorial tasks. Next, I actually 
read major portions of The Chicago Man
ual of Style since this was to be the style 
manual of use for APGQ. (The impor
tance and choice of a style manual will be 
the focus of a future column.) The other 
two books that I found extremely helpful 
were Jan Venolia's Rewrite Right! How to 
Revise Your Way to Better Writing (Berke
ley, CA: Ten Speed Press, 1987) and 
Karen Judd's Copyediting: A Practical 
Guide (Los Altos, CA: Crisp Publica
tions, 1988). I also enrolled in a refresher 
grammar/punctuation course at the com
munity college. 

Once you have the theory down, 
you're ready to get out that red pencil and 
begin-that is, assuming you have some 
manuscripts bequeathed to you from the 
previous editor. And that's where we'll 
begin next in the summer column: defin
ing the scope and content of your so
ciety's periodical and how to beg, borrow, 
and generate material. 

About the Author 
Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, of 

Simla, Colorado, specializes in ltalian
American family and social history re
search, and writing narrative family histo
ries that places ancestors into historical 
perspective. Sharon is the editor of 
SPEAK! the newsletter of the Genealogical 
Speakers Guild and, from 1989 to 1995, 
she served as editor of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists Quarterly, for 
which she received APG's Smallwood 
Award of Merit (1990) and the FGS 
Award of Merit (1992). She also writes a 
column for Reunions magazine. Sharon is 
a frequent lecturer at regional and national 
genealogical conferences. In the fall of 
1996, she will appear on the new 
PBS-series "Ancestors." 
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Genealogical and historical societies moy submit information about their new or in-progress publications, indexes, or other 
projects. Send information to the FGS FORUM Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558-0271. Readers should 
please enclose an SASE when writing a society about cost and ordering information. 

ARIZONA 
Genealogical Society of Yuma, AZ 

P.O. Box 2905 
Yuma, AZ 85366-2905 

The Arizona Sentinel Newspaper Death 
Notices & Obituaries 1872-1899. A 12-
page paperback containing pre-statehood 
death entries. The Johnson Mortuary 
Death Records 1904-1937. Lists the 
name, date of death and the grave location 
which may have been on the other side of 
the Colorado River in California or in 
Mexico. 

CALIFORNIA 
Solano County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 2494 
Fairfield, CA 94533 

Index to the Great Register of Solano 
County, California, 1890. 

Yolo County Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1447 

Woodland, CA 95776 
Woodland City of Trees by Shipley 

Walters includes stories of the people 
from many nations and ethnic groups who 
worked in the agriculture and agribusiness 
of the area. Numerous historic photo
graphs, maps and drawings. 

FLORIDA 
Genealogical Society of South Brevard 

P.O. Box 786 
Melbourne, FL 32902 

The Two Cemeteries at Melbourne con
tains transcript records of all known cem
etery headstones and inscriptions existing 
in the Melbourne and Eau Gallie cemeter
ies from the earliest settlers through 1993. 
About 6,181 indexed names are listed. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1160 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Obituary Dates From the Denni 
Hlasatel. Three publications cover 
1891-1899, 1930-1939, and 1940-1949. 
Gives the names and dates of all obituar-

ies in the Denni Hlasatel, a Czech-Slovak 
newspaper published in Chicago. Also, 
Bohemian National Cemetery, Chicago, 
Illinois: Vol. 1: Burials 1877-1887. These 
burial records of the Bohemian National 
Cemetery include such data as name of 
deceased, burial date, age, birth place, 
death date, dwelling location, undertaker 
and grave location. 

INDIANA 
Indiana Historical Society 

Ethnic History Book 
315 West Ohio Street 

P.O. Box 88255 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-3299 

Peopling Indiana: The Ethnic Experi
ence, edited by Robert M. Taylor Jr. and 
Connie McBirney is a 700-page, illustrat
ed book scheduled for publication in Au
gust 1996. Includes essays on Hoosier 
ethnic groups such as African Americans, 
Canadians, Chinese, EnglishlWelsh, French, 
Germans, Greeks, Hispanics, Irish, Ital
ians, Jews, Native Americans, Poles, 
Scandinavians, Scots, Slovaks, South 
Slavs, Southeast Asians, Swiss, and oth
ers. Special pre-publication price available 
to members. 

KANSAS 
Topeka Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 4048 
Topeka, KS 66604-0048 

Osage County Kansas Cemeteries and 
Old Soldiers & Obituaries compiled by 
Arleen Bayless and Jill Herzog. 33,000 
names from cemetery inscriptions, obitu
aries, and lists of old soldiers. Includes an 
Osage County map and cemetery plat 
maps for 11 of the 35 cemeteries canv
assed. 

NORm CAROLINA 
Anson County Historical Society 

P.O. Box 732 
Wadesboro, NC 28170 

The Heritage of Anson County, North 
Carolina, Vol. 1 is a collection of topical 

and family sketches. Other publications 
include, Anson County Cemeteries; Anson 
County Eastview Cemetery Listing (1812-
1992); the History of Anson County; and 
A Pictorial Tribute (People of Anson 
County). 

TEXAS 
Baytown Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 2486 
Baytown, TX 77522 

Baytown Genealogical Society's 30th 
Anniversary Ceiebration-1995, edited by 
Trevia Wooster Beverly includes biogra
phies, memorials, information from past 
and present members, old newspaper arti
cles and documents from the society ar
chive books. Full name index. In progress 
is Paul U. Lee Funeral Home Records 
1923-1950. This home served a large part 
of East Harris County, Texas. Indexed, 
4,000 surnames. Entries include at the 
least, age; date of death; cemetery; name 
of informant. 

The Mansfield Historical Society 
Attn: Rick Smith 

P.O. Box 304 
Mansfield, TX 76063 

MHS is compiling the first Mansfield 
family and community history book. The 
book, being published by Curtis Media, 
Inc., will contain the history of Mans
field, South Arlington, Webb, Britton, 
Rendon and other surrounding areas from 
the early 1800's through 1965. For details 
contact MHS or call Rick Smith (817) 
473-9603. 

Come Join Us! 
A Conference for the 
Nation's Genealogists 

• 
14-17 August 1996 

• 
Rochester, New York 
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Recent contributors to the Stem 
NARA Gift Fund are: The American 
Society of Genealogists $50; Chicago 
Genealogical Society $495; Columbine 
Genealogical and Historical Society, 
Inc. (CO) $161.50; Conejo Valley 
Genealogical Society (CA) $70; Detroit 
Society for Genealogical Research (MI) 
$100; Downriver Genealogical Society 
(MI) $130.46; Genealogical Workshop 
of Mesa (AZ) $45.25; Genealogical 
Society of Santa Cruz County, Inc. 
(CA) $228; German Research Associa
tion, Inc. (CA) $25; Immigrant Genea
logical Society (CA) $40; Kinseekers 
Genealogical Society of Lake County 
(FL) $153; McHenry County Illinois 
Genealogical Society $31; Rossmoor 
Genealogy Group (MD) $25; Shia
wassee County Genealogical Society 
(MI) $127; Southwest Oklahoma Genea
logical Society (OK) $25; Utah Genea
logical Association $615; Several contri
butions of $10 or less were also received. 

Member organizations are encour
aged to collect $1 per year from each 
member to continue the microfilming of 
records and finding aids of importance 
to researchers. Dollars collected should 
be sent as one sum to FGS Business 
Office, Stem NARA Gift Fund, P.O. Box 
830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220. 

The Stem NARA Gift Fund commit
tee is headed by Marie Varrelman 
Melchiori, CORS, COL. Members are 
Robert Charles Anderson, CO, PASO, 
Shirley Langdon Wilcox, CO, and two 
Archivist/Genealogy Specialists, 
NNUA, Claire P. Kluskens and Con
stance Potter. 
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See What $41,235 Has Bought! 
See What Only One Dollar Will Buy! 

Since its inception in 1983, The NARA Gift Fund (now renamed the 
Malcolm H. Stem NARA Gift Fund, for the first chairman of the fund), has 
contributed $41,235 to the National Archives and Records Administration to 
create finding aids and produce microfilms of interest to the genealogical 
community. It has been funded primarily by $1 contributions from you, the 
family historian, through the commitment of your society to contribute $1 to 
the fund for each member. To date, the One-Dollar-Per-Member Fund has 
made possible: 

• Microfiche of street indexes to 39 of the largest cities in the 1910 U.S. 
census. 

• Duplication of enumeration district descriptions for the 1920 U.S. census. 
• Index to War of 1812 prisoner of war records. 
• Canadian border crossings, 1895-1954. 
• Galveston Passenger arrival records, 1896-1948. 

Access to this information is through any of the regional National Archives but 
also through any LDS (Mormon) Family History Center in the world. 

We now have the funds for additional projects which are in the works. They 
include: 

• Burial registers of Army Quartermaster General, 1828-1929. 
• Card records of headstone contracts and soldier's burials, 1861··1903. 
• Letters received regarding impressed seaman by Department of State, 

1794-1915. 

~m HAHA 61ft fund 

Here's Our Contribution to the 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENTS DRIVE 
Yes! Count us in! Enclosed is our society's donation of $ ___ _ 
for the Malcolm H. Stem NARA Gift Fund's Dollars for Documents drive. 

Name of society 

Name of authorized officer 

Suggestions for future projects 

Make check payable to ·Stern NARA Gift Fund" 
Mail to: Stern NARA Gift Fund; Federation of Genealogical Societies; P.O. Box 
830220; Richardson, TX 75083-0220 



If your organization has news about a 
recent success in fund raising or member 
services, or if you wish to have an issue 
discussed, let us know at "Spotlight," 
FORUM Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, 
Western Springs, IL 60558. 

But Why Can't We Play YOUR 
Tape at OUR Meeting? 

Program chairs with limited funds, 
inaccessible locations, low attendance, or 
simply in need of a dependable program 
that won't fizzle or cancel at the last 
moment, may be tempted to use taped 
lectures of topics by speakers with recog
nized "drawing ability. " While some 
groups follow this practice without con
tacting speakers ("what they don't know 
can't hurt them" philosophy?), most pro
gram chairs do seek permission from the 
speaker. Some speakers agree but many 
refuse. Why? Should it matter to a speak
er whether or not a taped lecture is heard 
by a group, perhaps as small as a half 
dozen members? 

In a recent issue of Speak!, the News
letter of the Genealogical Speakers Guild 
4:2 (June 1995), the column "From the 
Trenches" presented the "tape-playing" 
views of Paula Stuart Warren, CGRS, 
who, with James Warren, operates War
ren Research and Publishing. Mrs. War
ren has faced this problem from both 
sides: she is a nationally-known speaker 
who has also volunteered on program 
committees for groups as small as 15 up 
to national conference size events. From 
her.experiences, she offers the following 
considerations for meeting planners: 

• check for the copyright symbol on 
the tape label, and the words "Unautho
rized use without the written consent of 
the authors is strictly prohibited?" Such 
tapes also carry a verbal warning about 
unauthorized use. 

• read the literature from professional 
taping firms. Most warn that taped pre
sentation copyrights are the property of 
the authors and strictly prohibit unautho
rized use without the written consent of 
the authors. 

• the Genealogical Speakers Guild, in 
advertising lecture tapes done by its mem
bers, reminds users to, "Please remember 

the speaker owns the copyright to the 
lecture. Material from the tape must not 
be used without his or her permission. 
These tapes are for personal use only." 

• even for speakers who permit the 
playing of their tapes for groups, a re
quest for the speaker's permission is 
preferable to an announcement of the 
planned meeting. 

• for many speakers, genealogy is how 
they support their families. Using their 
material without permission or compensa
tion is not only illegal but affects their 
income as it would in any profession. 

• If professional genealogical speakers 
are denied due compensation for their 
hard work, they may no longer be able to 
afford to research and develop new lec
tures which today' s genealogists continual
ly search for, or update lectures already 
developed. 

• because many lectures depend heavi
ly upon visuals such as transparencies or 
slides, the presentation quality is reduced, 
in some cases at the risk of misinterpreta
tion, without those visuals. 

• consider that most speakers do share 
their years of expertise and hard work in 
a variety of ways: tapes of lectures for 
individual educational listening; articles 
written for genealogical periodicals; lec
turing to local, state, regional, and nation
al genealogical groups; volunteering in 
many jobs within genealogical and histori
cal societies, and many more. 

Mrs. Warren suggests the following 
options for finding alternate program 
ideas: 

• read the newsletters of similar sized 
groups for ideas for meeting topics. 

• study the FGS Society Strategy Se
ries of publications, especially "Commu
nity Service Projects," "Planning and 
Conducting Meetings," "Ten Seasonal 
Program Ideas," "More Seasonal Program 
Ideas," and "Planning Successful Semi
nars and Workshops." (See ordering 
details, this issue). 

• if a member is attending the FGS 
conference, suggest they attend the ses
sions in the Society Management track to 
pick up other ideas. 

• glean ideas from the program-related 
tapes of the Society Management Work-
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shops at the annual FGS conferences. 
Common sense, basic courtesy, and an 

awareness of the rights (both legal and 
personal) of others should help us all 
understand the problems of playing tapes 
at meetings..~· 

[Material in this article is used with 
permission from Paula Stuart Warren and 
Speak!, the Newsletter of the Genealogical 
Speakers Guild.] 

The following references to a family or 
individual appear in records in states 
beyond their state of residence. If you find 
one of these "strays," send a postcard 
with 1) name(s) involved; 2) residence 
when record was created; 3) type and date 
of record and citation; 4) present location 
of record; 5) your full name and address. 
Print the information clearly and mail the 
postcard to U.S. Strays, FGS Editorial 
Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, 
IL 60558. For a copy of a postcard entry, 
send a SASE and the file number (8:1:x) 
to the above address. 

8:1:1. Eliza (wife of William H.) Hol
land, died 30 Nov 1852, is buried in 
Milwaukie, Oregon. Perhaps an Oregon 
Trail pioneer. [OHCA News] 

8:1:2. Photo of Civil War soldier A.E. 
Matthews taken 1866 in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. [KVH Newsletter] 

8:1:3. Francis L. Hoffmann of St. Paul, 
MN married Katherine M. Collins of 
Joliet, 1896. [Skuan, IL] 

8:1:4. Henry Jeffrey of Dayton, OH 
married Jessie Jolis of Terre Haute, IN, 
1896. [Skuan, IL] 

8:1:5. Edward M. Kelly of Kiowa, KS 
married Harriet B. Bannon of Joliet, IL, 
1896. [Skuan, IL] 

8:1:6. Charles H. West of Shenango Co., 
NY died Solano Co., CA, 1884. 
[Childers, CA] 

8:1:7. Ewell B. Grubbs of Baltimore, 
MD, died 1874 in CA. [Childers, CA] 

8:1:8. Dr. T. J. Harvey of Baltimore, 
died 1874 near Woodland, CA. [Childers, 
CA] 

8:1:9. Sophia Boggs, native ofKY, married 
in MO, died CA 1874. [Childers, CAl 
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G ENE A LOG I CAL PUB LIS H I N G C O. 
/Yew 1995 Editionsl 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE BOOK. By Elizabeth Petty Bentley. 
New Second ed. 8 1/2" x II". 405 pp. 1995. #425. $34.95 

This is a complete overhaul of the 1990 classic, featuring updated coverage 
of 3,125 county jurisdictions and 1,577 New England towns and independent 
Virginia cities, details of the 18 Vermont probate districts, 9 Massachusetts dis
tricts, and 12 Connecticut judicial districts. Mrs. Bentley here presents the names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and dates of organization of !ill county courthouses, 
and for those that responded to her survey (65 percent), a concise summary of 
record holdings, personnel, and services. This concise guide to the county court
houses and courthouse records is just the book every genealogist needs! 

THE GENEALOGIST'S ADDRESS BOOK. By Elizabeth Petty 
Bentley. Third ed. 8 1/2" xii". 653 pp., indexed. 1995. 
#427. $34.95 

A full third larger than the previous edition, the new 3rd edition of the 
Genealogist's Address Book features hundreds of new entries and changes to 
more than 80% of the existing entries. The first national Yellow Pages for the 
genealogist, the Genealogist's Address Book is the only comprehensive source 
of names, addresses, and phone numbers for the thousands of national, state, 
and local genealogical institutions, as well as the host of special resources re
lated to genealogy. If you own the previous edition, you'll certainly want to own 
this. It's comprehensive, up-to-date, and totally indispensable. 

The most original how·to book in yearsl 

WHEN YOUR OX IS IN THE DITCH: Genealogical How-to 
Letters. By Vera McDowell. 8 1/2' x 11". 161 pp., indexed. 
(1992), repro 1995. #3515. $19.95 

Ten years after they first began to appear in Southern Echoes, Vera McDowell's 
advice letters were assembled in the form of a how-to manual and grouped into 
chapters covering topics ranging from record-keeping and numbering systems 
to courthouses and cemeteries-traditional fare with a special McDowell twist! 
Under the title When Your Ox is in the Ditch (i.e., when you're stuck), the com
piled letters are now being released to an even wider audience by Genealogical 
Publishing Company. 

"Vera manages to give sound advice and detailed instruction, and to make 
genealogy sound like fun-which it is."-The Connecticut Nutmegger (March 
1993). 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? By Leonard R. N. Ashley. Revised ed. 
265 pp. 1996. #185. $17.95 

This is the best introduction to the subject of names ever published. Open 
the book anywhere and you'll find something that catches your attention: name 
trends and fashions, name crazes, names in magic and the occult, middle names 
and nicknames, trick names and married names, place names, street names, good 
names and bad names, the psychology of names, naming practices around the 
world, personal factors in naming, tips for giving a child a good name, what 
names tell us about ourselves ... you name it, it's here! 

HISPANIC SURNAMES AND FAMILY HISTORY. By Lyman D. 
Platt. 349 pp. 1996. #4635. $19.95 

Dr. Platt has prepared an exhaustive review of the development of Spanish 
surnames in Latin America and the Hispanic United States. One of the principal 
aims of the book is to show the dispersion and commonality of Hispanic sur
names throughout the Americas. At the very heart of the book is a bibliography 
of Hispanic family histories in the U.S. and Latin America, certainly the most 
extensive list of its kind ever compiled. 

MAYFLOWER INCREASINGS. By Susan E. Roser. 2nd. ed. 7" 
x 10". 179 pp. total, indexed. 1995. #4995. $20.00 

Mrs. Roser's work provides an accurate and reliable summary of all that is 
presently known about the passengers of the Mayflower for the first three gen
erations in America-names, dates, places, spouses, children, etc. Unique to the 
Roser work, each third generation listing includes references to records or sources 
that will help the researcher find fourth and fifth generation children. Fully 
indexed, this new edition contains at least three times as much information as 
before. 

WEIGHTS, MONEY AND OTHER MEASURES USED BY OUR 
ANCESTORS. By Colin Chapman. 92 pp., indexed. 1st U.S. 
printing, 1996. #961. $15.00 

If you keep this volume by your side when perusing wills, inventories, ac
counts and old journals, you will learn that a firkin of soap weighs 64 pounds, 
that a hogshead of claret contains 46 gallons, that a faggot of firewood is 36 
inches in length, that a chest of Indian tea weighs 126 pounds, and if that isn't 
enough you'll also learn that in the year 1650 you could have had a tooth ex
tracted for about one shilling! What a book! 

INDEX TO THE ROLL OF HONOR. Compiled by Martha & 
William Reamy. 1,211 pp. 1995. #5966. $75.00 

Here is the new key to the Civil War Roll of Honor, the official list of Union 
burials in over 300 national cemeteries spread out over 27 volumes that was 
originally published by the U.S. Quartermaster's Office in the 1860s and re
printed by Genealogical Publishing Co. in ten consolidated volumes in 1994. 
The twelve hundred pages of this incredible new index contain the names, in 
alphabetical order, of the 228,639 Union soldiers listed in the 27 volumes of the 
Roll. The Index also includes a comprehensive index to burial sites prepared by 
Mark Hughes, who also wrote the foreword to the work. 

~=-~~ 

GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO •• 1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202· 1-800-296-6687 
Please send me the following books: o Enclosed is a check/money order for $ __________ _ 
Item # Title Price o MasterCardlVisa # _________________ _ 

Exp. Date Amount $ 
Signature 

Name 

Address 

& Handling: One book $3.50; each additional book $1.25. City State Zip 
residents add 5% sales . residents add 6% sales tax. 4 
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Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG, of Springfield, Missouri, is the FORUM Book Review Editor. 
Publications for review should be sent to her at 2324 East Nottingham, Springfield, MO 65804. 

This quarter we introduce two new reviewers for the FORUM. Judie Beyer-Amott specializes in Gennan 
and Eastern European research and Birdie Monk Holsclaw brings us our first review of genealogical 
software. More and more genealogists are turning to computers and genealogical software programs to aid 
in organizing their data. We hope to assist our readers in choosing this significant investment-looking at 
both positive and negatives. 

Marsha Hojfnllln Rising 

A Wagner Family Odyssey: From Germa
ny to Russia to America. By Fonda D. 
(Wagner) Baselt, with introduction by 
Herbert A. Wisbey, Ph.D. Published by 
the author, 707 Park Lane Dr., Cham
paign, Illinois 61820-7632. 1994. viii. 
190 pp. Documents, illustrations, maps, 
photographs, cemetery and census tran
scriptions. Softcover. $25 plus $2.50 
shipping. 

Baselt's book celebrates six generations 
of her Volga German Wagner family and 
collateral lines of Wilhelm, Rudy, Sirc
able and Young. 

The introduction, by relative Dr. Her
bert A. Wisbey, Jr., details the history of 
the Volga Germans from their 1763 immi
gration to Russia under the reign of Cath
erine II the Great through the year 1992. 
Baselt traces her own families' nineteenth 
century emigration from Russia to New 
York state, and then west to Ohio, Illi
nois, Nebraska, Colorado and Washing
ton. She draws on written histories of the 
ethnic group; contemporaneous newspaper 
articles about the family, church histories; 
family member narratives; and even land 
and family advertisements to bring her 
ancestors to life. She has captured their 
culture, ethos, and personalities for all of 
us to savor. Her methodology and docu
mentation are impeccable-an example for 
anyone striving to write a family history. 
Her book will also acquaint beginning 
Volga German family genealogists with 
available sources of documentation and 
appropriate archives and genealogy societ
ies. Baselt's professional experience as an 
editor and forty-plus years as an amateur 
genealogist are apparent here. This is an 
excellent work. 

Judie Beyer-Amott, Springfield, MO 

* * * * 
Nova Scotia Immigrants to 1867. Vol-

ume II: From Non-Nova Scotia Periodi
cals and Published Diaries and Journals. 
By Leonard H. Smith Jr. and Norma 
H. Smith. Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 1001 N. Calvert St., 
Baltimore MD 21202-3897. 1994. ix, 295 
pp. Introduction, 2 indexes. Hardcover. 
$30 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

This volume is the second in a planned 
series focussing upon ancestors who en
tered British controlled Nova Scotia prior 
to the Confederation of Canada in 1867. 
The introduction to the book provides an 
excellent summary of the multiple transi
tions of ownership of the land by the 
British and French, and the resulting 
effect on immigration into the area. The 
alphabetical listings of immigrants are 
from two different sources. The first, 
listing about 10,000 immigrants, is from 
periodical sources printed outside of Nova 
Scotia. The second, providing an addition
aI1,500 names, is from published diaries 
and journals. 

The immigrants here are predominantly 
Irish, Scottish and English. The listing 
will often provide the source citation, 
name, place of origin, name of spouse and 
parents, date and place of arrival. A 
typical entry reads: 

Grace, Robert. S. of Pierce/Bridget 
(Kiely) of parish St. Mullins, Co. 
Carlow; marr. Halifax 17 Feb. 1828 
Mary Donelly widow of John Bennett 
(Ref: Punch, Terrance M., "Some Irish 
Immigrant Weddings in Nova Scotia 
1826-1830," from Records at Catholic 
archdiocese at Halifax, The Irish Ances
tor, 7(1975):2: 104-120). 

For those searching troublesome Nova 
Scotia origins, this volume, together with 
Volume I of the series, will provide an 
overview and basic survey of manuscript 

sources and Nova Scotia periodicals. 
Paul Milner, Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
Genealogy Fundamentals. By Laureen 

R. Jaussi. Published by Jaussi Publica
tions, 284 East 400 South, Orem UT 
84058. viii, 396 pp. Charts, illustra
tions, index. Hardcover $39.95 plus 
$2.50 shipping. 

This 396-page beginner's text is for a 
workshop format where students can move 
through the learning process at their own 
pace. Twelve lessons are supplemented by 
thirty nine chapters of study material. 
Since the book is for beginners the em
phasis is on the first four generations of 
the family tree, but instructions are given 
on how to extend the tree back in time. 

The first two sections of the book, 
covering ten chapters, deal with terminol
ogy and research tools. The basic tools 
are explained well with an especially 
strong emphasis on a 3x5-card-based 
record keeping system and an assortment 
of samples for various types of correspon
dence. Although one chapter discusses 
personal computers, the benefits do not 
carry over into the other chapters. The 
emphasis here is keeping all records on 
paper or cards. 

The next two sections of the book deal 
with records and repositories, often as
suming that the student has or will have 
access to an LOS Family History Center. 
If access is available, the book is excel
lent. Discussion of the computers and 
microfiche tools available through the 
Family History Centers is so good that 
this should be a standard reference text 
available in every center. This one re
source answers many of the detailed 
questions that patrons raise when using a 
growing number of sources. Unfortunate
ly, if the student, or class. does not have 
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access to a Family History Center, the 
book is of questionable value. 

The last section details where to go 
next when establishing a family registry or 
association, gaining tax-exempt status, or 
writing and publishing a family history. 
The book concludes with the twelve les
sons outlining the chapters to be read, 
supplies needed, and assignments. These 
same lessons are also available in a sepa
rate booklet from the author. 

A major drawback is the lack of a 
bibliography. The only references men
tioned in the text are those provided 
through the Family History Library or the 
author's own books. The focus here is to 
explain the tools found in the Family 
History Library, or other major libraries, 
and does not discuss the records themselves. 

Paul Milner, Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
German-American Names. 2nd ed. By 

George F. Jones. Published by Genealogi
cal Publishing Company, Inc. 1001 N. 
Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202-
3897. 1995.320 pp. Hardcover. $25 plus 
$3.50 shipping ($1.25 each additional 
book). 

Philologists, onomatologists, and gene
alogists-especially those interested in the 
derivation of German-American names
rejoice! Professor Jones has revised and 
expanded his earlier edition of this work 
(1990). The new edition provides spell
ings, meanings and variations for approxi
mately 15,000 names, several thousand 
more than the previous edition. Names 
suggested by readers are included and the 
new book is fifty pages longer. 

The name entries are listed in dictio
nary format and each entry is keyed back 
to one or more numbered paragraphs in 
the introduction. That introduction is 
actually a book-within-a-book. It details 
the significance and origin of given 
names, the need for and origin of sur
names, given names and the Americaniza
tion of German names. By referring back 
from the name dictionary to the keyed 
introductory paragraphs, the reader will 
earn how the name was actually derived 
and gain insight beyond a simple transla
tion of the name. 

Professor Jones' book is informative, 
readable and enjoyable. His wit, humor 
and scholarship punctuate this work. Even 
if you don't have German ancestry-and 
that is difficult to avoid-you will appreci-
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ate this reference. 
Judie Beyer-Amott, Springfield, MO 

* * * * 
Roster of South Carolina Patriots in 

the American Revolution. By Bobby Gil
mer Moss. Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 1001 N. Calvert 
St., Baltimore MD 21202-3897. 1994 
(originally published 1983). xxiii, 1023 
pp. Hardcover. $50.00 plus $3.50 ship
ping ($1.25 for each additional book). 

The information collected here, and 
then condensed into alphabetical entries 
for over 20,000 soldiers, comes from a 
large number of sources. The compiler 
combed pension records, bounty land 
warrants, audited accounts, indents, mus
ter rolls and published resources. Each 
entry is keyed to its source. However, it 
could be a real challenge to find an exact 
reference for a specific soldier. For in
stance, the reference to Carolina Spartan 
(which I have to assume is a newspaper) 
covers the years 1844 to 1893! Do you 
want to read all those newspapers to 
verify one source? Nevertheless, this is an 
important contribution and truly a book 
worth reprinting. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising 
Springfield, Missouri 

* * * * 
Passenger Arrivals at the Port of 

Charleston, 1820-1829. Transcribed by 
Brent H. Holcomb. Published by Gene
alogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1001 N. 
Calvert St., Baltimore MD 21202. 1994. 
188 pp. Index. Hardbound, $25.00 plus 
shipping. 

The Charleston passenger lists for this 
period consist of two lists-one being the 
Charleston customs collector's copies and 
the other the State Department transcripts 
of passenger lists. Mr. Holcomb has used 
the microfilm copies of these lists, and 
has checked the original documents to 
insure accuracy. 

The time limitations are obvious from 
the title and the author also points out that 
the lists cover only ships arriving from 
foreign ports, not other U.S. ports. He 
also reminds us that many passengers 
were not immigrants, but U.S. citizens 
arriving home from abroad. In addition, 
there are gaps not covered by either list, 
notably the first three quarters plus Octo
ber of 1821 and the fourth quarter of 
1829. 

Having given those caveats, if your 
ancestors might have arrived during the 
period covered, this is a valuable aid 
worth checking. 
Marie Martin Murphy, Rochester Illinois 

* * * * 
Handbook for Research in American 
History: A Guide to Bibliographies and 
Other Reference Works. Second Edition, 
revised. By Francis Paul Prucha. Pub
lished by University of Nebraska Press, 
312 North 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 
68588-0484. 1994. 214 pp. Index. Hard
cover $25.00. Softcover. $9.95. Order 
from publisher. 

A revolution in access to research 
materials is affecting each of us in a 
myriad of ways. In this reference, Dr. 
Prucha offers a general guide to histori
ans, and thus to genealogists interested in 
historical sources and perspectives, to the 
wide categories of material available. In 
this concise handbook, he moves from 
library catalogs, through manuscripts, 
newspaper sources to legal sources and 
oral history. The work also directs re
searchers through the maze of documents 
in the printed records of the federal gov
ernment and voluminous manuscripts in 
the National Archives. Of course, he 
makes no attempt to list the specific re
cords, but offers a broad description of 
the kind of resources that exist so that 
researchers can determine which ones are 
most likely to yield benefits in their areas 
of specialization. 

Much of this material will be new to 
genealogists who too often confine them
selves to the genealogy and local history 
sections of the library. Broaden your hori
zons! Review the sections here on the 
Guides to Periodical Literature, Manu
scripts, Lists and Abstracts of Disserta
tions and Theses, and Guides to Biogra
phies and Legal Sources. 

If you allow your curiosity to take you 
beyond the confines of searching for a 
particular surname and think about the 
times and the events of your ancestor's 
lives, this reference will offer you a true 
smorgasbord of potential delights. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising 
Springfield, Missouri 

* * * * 
Index to the Roll of Honor. By Mar

tha & William Reamy. Published by 
Genealogical Publishing Company, 1001 



N. Calvert St., Baltimore MD 21202-
3897. 1995. xlvi, 1164 pp. Hardcover. 
75.00 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for 
each additional book). 

GPC has now completed the reprint of 
the twenty-seven volume series of over 
228,000 Union soldiers buried in various 
government and private cemeteries. The 
work has been reprinted in ten hard bound 
volumes, each with its own index. Until 
now, there was no comprehensive index, 
thus making the set difficult to use. At 
last, both an every-name and place index 
to burial sites is available. Indexed by 
volume and page number, all names 
available in the reprinted series can be 
searched. 

If your society or your local library is 
serious about it's genealogical collection, 
this is one of the few references that is a 
MUST! It will never be available again at 
these prices and if you let the opportunity 
to acquire it pass by, I am certain your 
group will later regret it. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising 
Springfield, Missouri 

* * * * 
Ireland: A Genealogical Guide for North 
Americans. By Kyle J. Betiti & Dwight 
A. Radford. Published by The Irish At 
Home and Abroad, P.O.Box 521806, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84152. 1995. 
Charts, illustrations, maps, photo
graphs. Softcover $14.95 plus $2.00 
shipping. 

This sixty-two page guide book is a 
must for any North American doing Irish 
research. Unlike most books on Irish 
research, it does not assume that you are 
in Ireland when conducting your research. 
Rather, it tells you how to access the 
resources you need here to make progress 
in your research. Often, the appropriate 
Family History Library film numbers are 
included. 

Sections include all major topics and 
record types: Administrative Divisions, 
Archives and Libraries, Army, Cemetery, 
Census, Church, Civil Registration, Di
rectories, Estates, Genealogies, Guilds, 
Heritage Centres, Inventories and Cata
logs, Newspapers, Registry of Deeds, 
Taxation, Wills and Administrations. Each 
section describes likely record content and 
how the records can be accessed in this 
country, if possible. There is always an 
excellent listing for further reading. Espe
cially helpful are the research strategies 

designed to aid the first-time user. There 
is no index, but the table of contents lists 
all the sub-headings making it easy to 
locate a specific topic. 

The book is up-to-date citing many 
books readily available in North America, 
plus articles that have appeared in the 
publisher's magazine The Irish At Home 
and Abroad. When I lecture on Irish 
research, this is one of the two books that 
I strongly recommend all Irish researchers 
should purchase. 

Paul Milner, Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
International Vital Records Handbook, 
3rd ed. By Thomas Jay Kemp. Pub
lished by Genealogical Publishing Co., 
Inc., 1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore 
MD 21202. 1994. 417 pp. Softcover. 
$29.95 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for 
each additional book). 

Do you need a vital record copy from 
the other side of the country-or the other 
side of the world? If you don't have a 
clue as to where to write, what form is 
needed, or how much it costs, this book is 
for you. 

The author has collected the informa
tion and forms for you. He tells you 
where to write, how much it costs (as of 
the writing of the book, of course) and 
provides a copy of the correct form which 
you may photocopy and submit. He sug
gests alternative sources for those vital 
records not kept on the state level, and 
tells you whether the vital records collec
tions for a specific area are considered to 
be complete or incomplete. 

With this valuable aid, any excuse for 
not writing for your family's vital records 
has vanished. 
Marie Martin Murphy, Rochester Illinois 

* * * * 
United States Cemetery Address Book, 
1994-1995. By Elizabeth G. Kot and 
James D. Kot. Published by Indices 
Publishing, 228 Sandy Neck Way, Val
lejo, CA 94591-7850.1994. 896 pp. 
Index. Softcover. $50.00 plus $4.00 
shipping. (CA residents add 7.25% sales 
tax) 

Publishing a book with more than 
25,000 cemeteries listed in fifty states is a 
formidable undertaking, and for the au
thors to have further listed mailing ad
dresses, is certainly admirable. 

Like all collectors of addresses, the 
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authors relied on registries, telephone 
books, etc. and these lists all leave out 
items. The reviewer is aware of at least 
two major cemeteries left out in one city 
alone. But, don't let that stop you from 
using this very helpful book when you are 
trying to pinpoint the cemetery where that 
elusive ancestor might be buried. 
Marie Martin Murphy, Rochester Illinois 

* * * * 
Rhode Island in the Colonial Wars: A 
list of Rhode Island Soldiers and Sailors 
in King George's War (1740-1748) 
and ... in the Old French and Indian War 
(1755-1762). Two volumes in one. By 
Howard M. Chapin. Published by Ge
nealogical Publishing Co., 1001 N. 
Calvert St., Baltimore, MD 21202-3897. 
1994. (Originally published 1918, 1920 
by the Rhode Island Historical Society.) 
155 pp. Hardcover. $20 plus $3.50 
shipping ($1.25 for each additional 
book). 

Originally compiled from manuscripts 
in the Rhode Island Historical Society and 
State Archives, name in alphabetical 
order, year(s) of service, rank, and usual
ly company officer, are listed here. A 
short summary of the Rhode Island's part 
in the French and Indian War is pertinent 
to a historical perspective. I was relieved 
to see that my Rhode Island ancestors did 
their part; I hope you find yours as well. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising 
Springfield, Missouri 

* * * * 
Goshen, Maryland: A History & Its 
People. By Ardith Gunderman Boggs. 
Published by Heritage Books, Inc., 
1540-E Pointer Ridge PI., Suite #300, 
Bowie, MD 20716. 1994. 128 pp. Illus
trations, photographs. Softcover. $22 
plus $3.50 postage. 

Goshen Mills, first named as such in 
the records of 1795, was the site of the 
first polling place in Montgomery County, 
Maryland. The author, a long-time resi
dent of the community has collected a 
history of the area, interviewed local 
people and compiled various observations, 
descriptions, remembrances and family 
records. While appealing only to a few, if 
your family came from this part of Mary
land, this book may contain information 
not found elsewhere. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising 
Springfield, Missouri 
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ReDiew: Family Tree Maker for Windows 

Family Tree Maker 3.0 for Windows. 
Deluxe CD-ROM Edition (1995). 
Brq,derbund Software (Banner Blue 
Division), Novato, California. List price 
$69.99. For PCs with Windows 3.1+, 
4MB RAM, 9MB free disk. 

The new version of Family Tree Mak
er for Windows (FTW) combines good 
and bad features, with the bad overshad
owing the good. The program is known 
for its attractive presentation: leafy embel
lishments on data entry screens and finish
ing touches provided by six border choic
es for printed trees. Family Tree Maker's 
design emphasizes style (pretty charts) 
over substance (research analysis). 

In Versions 2 and 3, FTW adds a 
seductive new dimension to genealogical 
software with the FamilyFinder feature. 
The Help text claims "The FamilyFinder 
Index is an exciting tool that allows you to 
look up information about your family 
right from your own computer." This 
potentially dangerous claim could lead to 
years of wasted effort by unsuspecting 
novices who mistakenly believe this meth
od can produce accurate results. 

Installation and Use. FTW is easy to 
install and learn. The program includes a 
manual, though users may be able to navi
gate without reading it, using the on-screen 
Help system. Adding people is easy by 
filling in blanks on the Family Page screen. 
Enter data for parents or children by click
ing on tabs leading to other Family Pages, 
or use function key commands. 

Family and Source Information. Fam
ily Tree Maker allows recording of date 
and place information for three events: 
birth, death, and marriage. Thirteen Facts 
indicate other events, each consisting of 
an optional date and comment. A user 
might name Fact 1 to be Census 1790 
which is then fixed throughout the data
base. The remaining twelve Facts could 
handle the other available censuses. This 
may have seemed ample a few years ago, 
but today at least four programs allow far 
more flexibility in customizing events 
(Family Origins, Roots IV, The Master 
Genealogist, Visual Roots). 

All events and Facts, plus medical and 
cause-of-death information, can be docu
mented with source citations, recorded in 
text boxes, up to 255 characters (underlin
ing or italicizing of titles not supported). 

32 Spring 1996, Volume 8 Number 1 

If a source documents ten different facts, 
it is stored in the database ten times. FTW 
remembers sources entered previously, 
and allows recall with a few keystrokes. 

Despite FTW's extensive advice on 
other aspects of research, the program 
offers no help on documentation, advising 
the user to consult a library or local gene
alogy society (Manual, p. 101). 

Multimedia Capabilities. Users may 
assemble a Scrapbook for individuals and 
married couples, which can include Kodak 
Photo CD pictures; various graphics file 
formats; and OLE (Object Linking and 
Embedding) objects consisting of sound, 
pictures, text, or video clips. Images can 
be printed as part of many reports. 

Reports. Reports are designed 
on-screen, with an option to print. Avail
able are: Ancestor Chart; Family Group; 
two descendant trees (Box Chart and 
Outline); Scrapbook (showing multimedia 
images); Kinship Report (showing one 
person's relationship to others); Calendar 
(showing birthdays and anniversaries); 
mailing Labels; and Columnar Reports 
(listing individuals, with choice of col
umns, sorted by surname or birth date). 
Various customizing options are offered, 
especially for the trees (Ancestor Chart 
and Descendants), with choice of size, 
shape, color, and box positioning. 

Research Assistance. By combining 
marketing and research advice, the writers 
of FTW's advertising and program in
structions have recklessly overstated the 
simplicity of conducting genealogical 
research. The FamilyFinder Index is 
heavily promoted, as are future purchases 
of additional products: the Family Ar
chives CD-ROMs, and the World Family 
Tree (products of Automated Archives, 
now a division of Br¢derbund). The 
outmoded FamilyFinder Index is a com
bined name index to all their other 
CD-ROMs, but sadly lacks most of the 
versatile search features of the GRS 
search software, previously used by Auto
mated Archives. (GRS cannot read the 
new CD-ROMs.) A user who finds a 
name of interest in the FamilyFinder 
Index is invited to purchase the corre
sponding CD-ROM, using a very promi
nently displayed 800 number. 

FTW often implies that a matching 
name in the Index is equivalent to a 

matching person. A recent ad, recounts 
the "research" experience of a user is re
counted: "With the FamilyFinder, [he] 
easily found names of 40 ancestors." 
(Genealogical Computing, OctlN ov lDec 
1995, p. 11). This approach to research 
can yield many names, often the names of 
non-ancestors. 

FTW gives misleading and incorrect 
advice, such as stating that researchers 
must use an index to find ancestors in 
census records (online Genealogy 'How
To' Guide); that users of Family Archive 
CDs do not need to consult actual mar
riage or census records (Manual, p. 193); 
that users of their Index and Archives can 
bypass library trips by using computers to 
find records (Manual, p. 194). 

Though these CD-ROMs do have value 
when properly used, it is troubling that 
Family Tree Maker, with this poor advice 
concerning their use, is heavily marketed 
to the general public: to individuals who 
may be just beginning in genealogy. 

There is some good research and orga
nizational advice in the "Genealogy 
'How-to Guide." The printable census 
forms are among the most complete avail
able. A glossary of terms is included, plus 
research and correspondence tables, and 
essential addresses, accurate for this re
viewer's state (Colorado). 

World Family Tree. Family Tree 
Maker invites users to send disks contain
ing family names to their World Family 
Tree. These submissions are combined 
and sold as new CD-ROM products. We 
can all hope that submissions will be 
based on true research, rather than the 
"get ancestors quick" approach advocated 
in ads, manual, and help text. 

Summary. Family Tree Maker is easy 
to learn and produces lovely charts. Be
ginning and intermediate genealogists may 
be satisfied with the information that can 
be recorded, but researchers who feel 
constrained by the limitations, or offended 
by the research approach, will want to 
look elsewhere for software. All genealo
gists using FTW should do so with their 
eyes open-taking advantage of the bene
fits, while ignoring the bad advice associ
ated with the FamilyFinder Index and 
related CD-ROM products. 

Birdie Monk Holsclaw 
Longmont, Colorado 



GENERAL 
Larry Wagenaar, Director of the Joint 

Archives of Holland, Michigan, announc
es the Archives has initiated a long-term 
project aimed at preserving memories 
about life in ministry throughout the Re
formed Church in America (RCA). The 
new project is part of a larger effort to 
preserve the personal papers-letters, 
diaries, photographs and other archival 
materials-of pastors, missionaries, and 
others, especially those who are graduates 
of Hope College and! or Western Seminar. 
Over the next several years the Joint 
Archives will contact people throughout 
the church to set up interviews. Some 15 
oral histories have already been completed 
in California, New York, New Jersey, 
Iowa, and Michigan. [The Joint Archives 
Quarterly 6:3 (Fall 1995)] 

CALIFORNIA 
A professional genealogist, Sheila 

Benedict, CGRS, intends to index the 
names of men (and women) who served in 
the American Civil War and are buried in 
California. She seeks data on all who 
served, Union and Confederate, as well as 
where they served during the war. Ms. 
Benedict asks fellow researchers and 
organizations to share books, pamphlets, 
cemetery lists, family histories, or other 
forms of compilation from which she may 
abstract data. The first volume of entries 
is planned for about 1999. Contact Sheila 
Benedict at P.O. Box 335, Nuevo, CA 
92567-0335; fax (909) 928-0220. 

GEORGIA 
The Alabama Room of the Anniston

Calhoun County Public Library specializes 
in southern history and genealogy. Some 
projects of value to researchers are the 
photocopying of funeral home records 
collected from Calhoun and surrounding 
counties; the reproduction and cataloging 
of 35,000 glass negatives from the Russell 
Brothers Collection (the Russells were 
local photographers whose negatives date 
from 1883-1943); and the cataloguing of 
recently found Circuit Court Records for 

Benton County. The court records were 
thought to have been burned during the 
Civil War. The Library's address is 108 
East 10th Street, Anniston, AL 36201. 
[from an article by MariLee Hageness in 
Cobb County GA Genealogical Society 
Newsletter 5:3 (September 1995): 124] 

IOWA 
The State Department of Health may 

be attempting to restrict genealogist's 
access to vital records. Iowa Genealogical 
Society president, Connie Street, is con
ducting an investigation and a telephone 
campaign and seeks the support of all 
researchers interested in Iowa records. 
She asks that you contact Iowa state legis
lators by mail, asking them to do some 
fact-finding, or write to the Society for a 
current report on activity. Iowa Genealog
ical Society, P.O. Box 7735. Des Moines, 
IA 50322-7735. [contact 1127 from Presi
dent Street.] 

KANSAS 
The Kansas State Historical Society has 

moved from downtown Topeka to a west 
side location, next to the Kansas Museum 
of History. The new complex will be 
named the Kansas History Center, and 
will include all Historical Society facili
ties, the Kansas Museum of History, the 
Stach Schoolhouse, and the Koch Indus
tries Education Center (Potawatomi Mis
sion). The new address for correspon
dence is, Kansas History Center, 6425 
SW 6th Street, Topeka, KS 66615-1099. 
[Reno County Genealogical Society News
letter (November 1995)] 
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MICIDGAN 
Lyon Township Genealogical Society 

and Lyon Township Library have received 
a generous donation of Irish materials by 
Mr. James LaLone of Lansing, Michigan. 
The donation consists of 88 books pertain
ing to the history of Ireland along with 
maps and place name books. These will 
be added to the library's growing collec
tion which focuses on families who settled 
in the Lyon Township area and their regions 
of origin. The library is located in a newly 
remodeled building at 27025 Milford Road, 
New Hudson, MI 48165; (810) 437-8800; 
fax (810) 437-4621. Ms. Lyn L. MacEach
ron is the director. [Kim Harrison, Lyon 
Township Genealogical Society] 

OREGON 
Governor John Kitzhaber signed HB 

2314 into law on July 7, 1995. The bill 
creates a five member Pioneer Cemetery 
Commission to assist with and support the 
restoration, renovation and maintenance of 
Oregon's pioneer cemeteries. Representa
tive Kevin Mannix drafted the bill with 
assistance from Oregon Historic Cemeter
ies Association and Lucinda Potter of the 
Oregon State Mortuary and Cemetery 
Board. The commission will make recom
mendations to the legislature for projects 
and funding to help maintain and improve 
Oregon's pioneer cemeteries and will 
work to obtain grant funding and appro
priations for the cemeteries. The commis
sion will also recommend changes in law 
that will help protect pioneer cemeteries 
as part of Oregon's heritage. [OHCA 
News 4:2 (October 1995)] 

Who is researching your British Isles surnames? Oz-Tech will 
provide you vyith the name and address of every researcher listed in the 
British Isles Genealogical Register studying your family surnames. A search is 
$5.00 per surname up to 2 spellings, 50 cents per each additional spelling. If 
yoursumame cannot be located you will not be charged. **WA residents add 
8.2% sales tax please** Send LSASE for brochure. 
Oz-Tech 6016 NE Bothell Way Suite 169 Seattle, WA 98155 
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Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, is the Family Associations editor. Family Association newsletters and items 
to be considered for publication should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831. 

The donation of the Austin Blair Family Papers, subject of this month's column, raises a question to all 
Family Associations. Have you in the past, or do you plan in the future, to donate part of your collection to a 
repository? Will your collection be housed permanently in a library or archives? Is your collection, if privately 
held, available to traveling researchers who wish to examine the original documents in your Association's col
lection? Storing a large surname collection on a permanent basis, or making it available for use by others, is a 
concern and problem for many organizations. Let us know how your group is addressing this problem: we'll 
share it with readers in a future column. 

Christine Rose 

On Friday, 15 September 1995, the 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research 
presented the Austin Blair Family Papers 
to the Bentley Historical Library, on the 
University of Michigan campus in Ann 
Arbor. 

The Austin Blair Family is of Scottish 
decent, having traced its lineage back to 
Robert Blair, who immigrated from, 
Aghadowey, Ireland to Boston, Massachu
setts aboard the Lady Sellerooke in 1718, 
and settled in Worcester County, Massa
chusetts. Austin Blair was born in Tomp
kins County, New York, on 8 February 
1818, where his parents, George and 
Rhoda Blackman Blair, had settled in 
180.9. He graduated from Union College, 
Schenectady, New York, in 1839, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1841. That 
same year he moved to the town of Jack
son, Michigan, which had been founded 
ten years earlier by his cousin, Horace 
Blackman. He was Governor of Michigan 
during the Civil War, 1861-65, then 
served three terms in the United States 
House of Representatives. His statue 
stands on the grounds of the state capitol 
in Lansing. A son, Charles A. Blair, 
served as Michigan Attorney General and 
as Chief Justice of the Michigan Supreme 
Court. 

Helen Blair Lama, a granddaughter of 
"Michigan's War Governor," held the 
family papers for many years. Upon her 
death in 1981, the collection passed to a 
neighbor who had helped care for Helen 
in her declining years, then to the neigh
bor's daughter, who recently donated the 
papers to the Blair Society for Genealogi
cal Research. The Bentley Historical 
Library was chosen as the repository of 
this important collection for their modern 
facilities, expert staff, and existing collec
tion of the papers of 27 former Michigan 
governors. 
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The Austin Blair Family Papers con
sists of hundreds of individual items. 
Letters and photographs form the bulk of 
the collection. The letters date from about 
1840 to 1960, and the photographs include 
some very old daguerreotypes. Items of 
historical significance include: a copy of 
the New York Herald, dated 15 April 
1865, reporting on the assassination of 
President Abraham Lincoln; the marriage 
certificate of Austin Blair to Sarah Ford, 
dated 17 January 1849; an invitation to 
dinner at the White House from President 
Andrew Johnson, dated 6 March 1872; 
the handwritten will of Austin Blair, dated 
8 July 1894; and an invitation to the 
unveiling of the Austin Blair statue in 
Lansing, dated 12 October 1898. 

The collection includes a beautiful 
hand-drawn family tree, which connects 
the Austin Blair family to Richard War
ren, a passenger on the Mayflower in 
1620; Nancy Hanks, the mother of Abra
ham Lincoln; and Julia Ward Howe, who 
wrote the "Battle Hymn of the Republic." 
It also includes Daughters of the Ameri
can Revolution application papers for 
Robert Blair, Capt. Michael Horton, and 
Jacobus Esselstyn. Allied families include: 
Barrow, Bigelow, Blackman, Boyd, Brod
head, Budd, Child, Church, Cobleigh, 
Cole, Cornelise, Dimick, Esselstyn, Ford, 
Flagg, Frary, George, Hanks, Harrington, 
Holt, Horton, Jouett, Lamar, Lyman, 
Mann, North, Ockington, Paulding, Pel
oubet, Pond, Rankin, Tucker, Tye, Van
derburgh, Ward, and Warren. 

[For more information on the donation 
of the above papers, or on the Blair Soci
ety for Genealogical Research, please 
write to: Edward P. Blair, Vice President, 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research, 
20 West College Avenue, Brownsburg, IN 
46112-1253.] 

* * * * 
A new publication, The Melting Pot, is 

emphasizing shared research. during 1996 
(their first year of publication), they are 
allowing three free queries per issue. 
Though it's being published under the 
aegis of the Mohr Family Association, the 
newsletter is for anyone researching 
Mohr, Moore and Maurer names. The 
goal of the editor is to create a network 
among researchers of these names and 
build a database as a research tool. There 
is no charge for membership; subscription 
of the publication is $15 per year. Data
base searchers will be conducted at no 
charge for subscribers, though it is re
quested that a SASE be included. 

According to Karen Mohr, editor, 
"Our numbers are small as we are just 
beginning but I believe that as more peo
ple learn about the Melting Pot, we will 
show major growth." 

[For more information contact Karen 
Mohr, P.O. Box 1860, Studio City, CA 
91614.] 

* * * * 
In 1980, Hooks researchers initiated a 

newsletter to improve communication and 
eliminate duplicate efforts. In 1984 they 
planned their first national reunion in 
North Carolina. Success led researchers to 
repeat national reunions each year thereaf
ter in different states. The newsletter and 
reunions were expanded and presently 
include Hook-Hooke-Hooks-Houx-Hux 
families. 

Raleigh, North Carolina, will be the 
site of the next reunion, scheduled for 
September 19-22, 1996. 

[For additional information send a 
SASE to: Mary Ruth Ingram Stultz, 5800 
Swarthmore Drive, College Park, MD 
20740-2633.] 



GENERAL 
An Early Families in Cleveland (EPIC) 

certificate is available to descendants of 
early settlers of each ethnic group arriving 
in Cleveland no later than ten years after 
the formation of its earliest organization in 
the Cleveland area. The certificate pro
gram is sponsored by the Genealogical 
Committee, an auxiliary of The Western 
Reserve Historical Society. To qualify for 
membership in EPIC, the earliest local 
ancestor must have moved to Cuyahoga 
County no later than 31 December of the 
year identified by the Committee. Exam
ples of dates are: Afro-Americans 1848, 
Chinese 1920, French 1847, Jews 1849, 
Scots 1856, and Welsh 1860. To receive 
an Application Packet or a list of qualify
ing years by ethnic group, write the Com
mittee, 10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, 
OH 44106 or call 216) 721-5722, voice 
mail box 408, and leave your name, ad
dress and phone number. The program's 
objectives are to (1) develop family histo
ry interest in the greater Cleveland area; 
(2) make available to the public 
descendancy charts and biographies of 
early Cleveland settlers; (3) identify the 
earliest members of each ethnic group 
who settled in Cuyahoga County. [News 
release issued 16 December 1996 by Mary 
Lou Bregitzer, publicity chairman.] 

ENGLAND 
During 1996, documents are being 

moved from the Public Record Office 
sites at Chancery Lane and Hayes to Kew. 
It is recommended that you phone the 
office at 0181-876-3444 extension 2350 
before you visit. If calling from the States 
replace the first 0 in the phone number 
with 011-44. If you want to write for 
information about where records may be 
located, use this address: Communications 
Officer, Public Record Office, Ruskin 
Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 
4DU, England. [Bigwil/, Newsletter of the 
British Interest Group of Wisconsin and 
Illinois 2:5 (Oct-Nov 1995). 

mSPANIC 
The Genealogical Society of Hispanic 

America-Southern California Branch was 
founded in August 1992, to support and 
promote genealogical research and activity 
in the southwest United States and Mexi
co. Meetings are held each month except 
August and December. membership in
cludes the quarterly journal Nuestras 
Raices, 4 issues of a national newsletter, 
and Huellas del Pasado, the branch news
letter published ten times each year. A 
book rental program is available. A 1996 
Surname Research Directory of members' 
interests will be published. Individual 
memberships are $25 per year. Other 
classifications of membership include 
Sponsor at $50 and Endowment, $200. 
Write GSHA-Sc, P.O. Box 2472, Santa 
Fe Springs, CA 90670. 

JEWISH 
The library of the United States Holo

caust Museum has thousands of unindexed 
records, some of which are printed in 
English. Among the records are lists of 
deportees to the camps and of those as
signed to work camps. A project in Wash
ington, D. C. has volunteers typing names 
from these various lists into a computer
ized database. Jewish research specialist 
Gary Mokotoff is encouraging Jewish genea
logical societies from around the country to 
assist with the project, either by entering 
data from home computers or proofing 
portions of the index being compiled. Con
tact Mr. Mokotoff, 155 N. Washington 
Avenue, Bergenfield, NJ 07621 for details 
on how your group can participate. 

POLISH 
There is a new Official List of Postal 

Address Codes for Poland. Postal codes 
are essential in addressing mail to Poland, 
particularly with the duplication of so 
many town and village names. The Polish 
Genealogical Society of America has 
purchased 125 copies of this directory and 
is offering them for sale, on a first-come 
first-served basis, for $10 (U.S. dollars) 
postpaid. To order send a check or money 
order, payable to the "Polish Genealogical 
Society," to: PGSA, clo Stan Schmidt, 
106 S. Hill Street, Roselle, IL 60172. 
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[Bulletin of the Polish Genealogical Soci
ety of America 3:3 (Summer 1995).] 

SWISS 
An article profiling the Center for 

Genealogical Information of the Swiss 
Society for Genealogical Research appears 
in The Swiss Connection 4:1 (Fall 1995). 
The author, Manuel Aicher, discusses the 
history and development of this organiza
tion, its services and publications, its 
library of more than 8,000 units in Bern, 
and contents of a general database at the 
central office. Aiker writes, "One may 
say without exaggeration that it is a rarity 
not to find in the Central Office some 
reference to a published work about any 
Swiss family." Send an SASE for the 
costs to copy this two-part article to: 
Marilyn A. Wellauer, Editor, The Swiss 
Connection, 2845 North 72nd Street, 
Milwaukee, WI 53210. 

FGS BOARD 
NOMINEES 
(continued from page 23) 
for submitting nominations. 

(1) Any member organization in good 
standing may submit nominations. Send 
the name of the candidate, the member 
organization with which they are affiliat
ed, brief biographical background, and 
information on how to contact the candi
date. All names received will be consid
ered and, if slated, the candidate is con
tacted by the nominating committee. 

(2) If the nomination submitted by the 
member organization is accompanied by 
written consent of the nominee, the signed 
endorsement of five (5) other delegates, 
and biographical information, the commit
tee will include these nominations on the 
ballot. 

Nominations or questions regarding the 
procedure should be directed to the Nomi
nating Committee Chairman, FGS Busi
ness Office, P.O. Box 830220, Richard
son, TX 75083-0220. 

Nominations must be postmarked be
fore June 1, 1996. Ballots are mailed to 
all qualified delegates by September 1. 
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MID-CONTINENT ExpANDS GENEALOGY DEPARTMENT 
(continued from page 1) 
state and local histories and compiled 
records all donated to AFRA for place
ment in this collection. In 1989 the Mis
souri State Genealogical Association do
nated a sizeable collection of genealogy 
and local history books. Many apprecia
tive users donate books that no longer fit 
their research needs. Also, the Mid-Conti
nent Public Library adds to the collection 
by purchasing extra copies of popular 
titles, and by transferring duplicate copies 
of books from its reference shelves. 

The circulating collection is shelved 
separately at the North Independence 
Branch from the library's Genealogy 
Reference collection and is available to 
local patrons and more distant researchers 
through the interlibrary loan system. 
Readers interested in learning more about 
this program can write to the address 
given below. 

Mid-Continent's new Genealogy and 
Local History addition is located on 24 
Highway one block east of the Harry S. 
Truman Presidential Library in Indepen
dence, Missouri. Researchers new to the 

area can easily find the North Indepen
dence Branch by following highway signs 
to the Truman Library. 

The Genealogy Department is open 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-
9:00 p.m., Friday, 9:00 a.m.-6:oo p.m. 
and Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-5:oo p.m. It is 
closed Sundays and Holidays. Ample 
parking is available in front of the North 
Independence Branch Library. For addi
tional information on the library, write or 
call: Mid-Continent Public Library, Gene
alogy and Local History Department, 317 
W. 24 Highway, Independence MO 
64050, (816)-252-0950. 

[Martha L. Henderson has been De
partment Head for the Genealogy & Local 
History Department of Mid-Continent 
Public Library since 1978. She chairs the 
Genealogy Committee of the American 
Library Association, is past president of 
the American Family Records Association 
(1992-95), and former newsletter editor 
for the Missouri State Genealogical Asso
ciation (1991-93). Her publications in
clude Interlibrary Loan Sources, A Guide 
for Librarians and Genealogists, 1995. 

Ms. Henderson may be contacted at Gene
alogy and Local History Department, 
Mid-Continent Public Library, 317 W. 24 
Highway, Independence, MO 64050.] 

In Your Ancestors' Image 
Rochester, New York 
14-17 August 1996 

A Conference 
for the Nation's Genealogists 

~ 
~ 
? 

Genealogical Institute of Mid-America 
July 8-11, 199& Springfield, Illinois ~ 

~ Sponsored by: 

~ 
Illinois State Genealogical Society 
University of Illinois at Springfield 

~M~ID~--A~M~E""R-IC-A-' 

FEATURES THREE INTENSIVE STUDY COURSES 

• Genealogical Research Methods and Sources, Part I with Michael J. Neill, B.S., M.S. 
• Genealogical Research Methods and Sources, Part II with Sandra Luebking, B.S. 
• Bridging the Atlantic for Your Ancestors: 1640-1861 with Lloyd D. Bockstruck, M.A., M.S., F.N.G.S 

• Experience nationally recognized faculty • Informal, small classes 
• Optional daily general sessions • Delicious catered dinners 
• Good rates for campus housing or area motels • Modern Conference Center 

Registration fee: $290 includes Syllabus, three dinners, and awards banquet 

New! Optional one-day PAF computer workshop. Friday, July 12, 1996. Separate registration required. 
Enrollment limited with preference given to Institute participants. 

Further Information: Please contact Julie Stack, Continuing Education, telephone (217) 786-7464 (UIS, 
Springfield, IL 62794-9243). 
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Events should have importance beyond a particular geographic area. Submit calendar items July 1 for October notice to 
readers. Include name and description of event, date, place, contact name and address or phone number. Send Calendar items 
to FGS Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558. 

1996 
April 11-13, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 

Utah Genealogical Association Annual 
Conference will devote Thursday to 
training family history center staff. 
Friday and Saturday classes will in
clude topics related to research in the 
United States, international areas, 
computers and general methodology. 
Evening workshops will be offered. 
Loretto D. Szucs is special guest 
speaker and instructor. For more infor
mation contact UGA, Box 1144, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84110 or call (801) 
240-2091. 

April 13, South Bend, Indiana: The Indi
ana Genealogical Society presents 
speakers Jackson Armstrong-Ingram, 
Bernard Norling, PhD, Toni Cook, 
Walt Collins, Mary Waterson, and 
Dawne Slater-Putt along with nine 
rooms of vendor and society tables. 
Contact IGS, c/o Betty Warren, 6922 
Rocklane Road, Greenwood, IN 
46143-9739. 

April 13-14, Pasadena, California: The 
Annual Jamboree presents Christine 
Rose on, Preponderance of Evidence: 
Where CAN it be used? Contact Jan 
Jennings, 3324 Crail Way, Glendale, 
CA 91206-1107. 

April 19-20, Cincinnati, Ohio: The Ohio 
Genealogical Society announces its 
35th Annual Conference, "Expanding 
Your Horizons - Resources and Re
search Skills." The conference will 
feature three nationally-known speak
ers, Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Dr. 
Thomas Roderick, and Henning 
Schroeder, in addition to many others. 
Details available from OGS Confer
ence, 9521 Heather Court, Cincinnati, 
OH 45242-6021. 

April 20, Citrus Heights, California: The 

Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical 
Society will host Dr. George K. 
Schweitzer lecturing on Virginia and 
Pennsylvania Research and How to 
Find Your Ancestors' Parents. Write 
Root Cellar Seminar, P.O. Box 265, 
Citrus Heights, CA 95611. 

April 20, Easton, Pennsylvania: The 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 
and the Northampton County historical 
and Genealogical Society will present 
a conference on "Old Northampton 
County-One Gateway Into 
Pennsylvania." Lectures will be con
ducted on records in Northampton 
County, its parent county Bucks, and 
the counties carved later from North
ampton County. Other classes will be 
on New Jersey records, certain ethnic 
groups, and resources in those New 
York counties that provided substantial 
immigration into Northampton County . 
Contact GSP, 1300 Locust Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107; (215) 545-
0391; or fax (215) 545-0936. 

April 20, Elkhorn, Wisconsin: Wisconsin 
State Old Cemetery Society, Inc., 
assisted by the Walworth County Ge
nealogical Society, will host 11 speak
ers on Cemetery Laws, Kids & Ceme
teries, Gravestone Rubbings, and 
Cemetery Research & Genealogy . 
SASE to Peggy Gleich, P.O. Box 
8003, Janesville, WI 53547-8003. 

April 20, Huntsville, Alabama: Sandra 
Hargreaves Luebking is the featured 
speaker for the Tennessee Valley Ge
nealogical Society, Inc.. The four 
lectures are Circumventing Blocked 
Lines, Finding Females, Smart Search: 
Using Critical Thinking Skills, and 
Deprived, Depraved, & Dependent. 
ContactTVGS, P.O. Box 1568, Hunts
ville, AL 35807. 

April 20, Moline, Illinois: Dr. Arlene 
Eakle will lecture on Are Your Immi
grant Ancestors on Microfilm, New 
ImmigrationSources, British Migration 
to American Before 1850, and Migra
tion Patterns in the Central United 
States. For a brochure write Quad 
Cities Genealogical Conference, P.O. 
Box 943, Moline, IL 61266-0943, or 
call Everett Geurink, (31) 344-4866. 

April 26-28, Huntington Beach, Califor
nia: The largest Hispanic Multi-nation
al Heritage West Coast Conference 
will be conducted by the Society of 
Hispanic Historical and Ancestral 
Research of Southern California. Eight 
hours of free lectures will include 
presentations in Spanish. For details 
call (714) 773-1510. 

April 26-27, Topeka, Kansas: Topeka 
Genealogical Society will sponsor 
William H. Schoeffler, former Direc
tor of Education at the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society as the 
featured speaker. His presentations will 
be supplemented by a series of mini
sessions conducted by local and region
al speakers. Vendors and exhibits will 
be on site. Contact TGS, P.O. Box 
4048, Topeka, KS 66604-0048 or call 
(913) 233-5762. 

April 27, Baton Rouge, Louisiana: 
Jacques de Guise will present lectures 
on French Emigration to America: 
Records of Value in Europe; Genea
logical Research in France; and Oddi
ties in Western Continental Europe. 
The seminar is sponsored by the Loui
siana Genealogical and Historical 
Society. Write LGHS, P.O. Box 
82060, Baton Rouge, LA 70884-2060. 

April 27, Houston, Texas: The Spring 
Seminar of the Houston Genealogical 
Forum will feature Christine Rose pre-
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senting Avoid the Crooked Path, SUC" 
cessful Courthouse Research, Where 
Haven't You Looked?, and Estates: A 
Goldmine! Write HGF, P.O. Box 
271466, Houston, TX 77277-1466, 
ATTN: Bill Swearingen or call (713) 
803-4452. Vendors call Les Martin 
(713) 861-8230. 

April 27, Springfield, Illinois: The Illinois 
State Genealogical Society Spring 
Conference will present "Exploring 
Uncharted Sources in Laws & Maps." 
Lectures will be supplemented by a 
tour of the Supreme Court Building. 
Contact ISGS, P.O. Box 10195, 
Springfield, IL 62791-0195 for details. 

May 4-5, North Platte, Nebraska: Henry 
Z Jones heads the program of the 
Nebraska State Genealogical Society 
conference. Mini-workshops, vendors 
and exhibits are featured. Contact 
NSGS, P.O. Box 5608, Lincoln, NE 
68505-0608. 

May 8-11, Nashville, Tennessee: The 
National Genealogical Society's Con
ference in the States will offer a wide 
variety of presentations with special 
attention paid to Tennessee and its 
eight surrounding states, as well as 
those states to which early Tennesseans 
migrated. The conference will also 
feature migration and land topics. 
Write NGS, Nashville '96 Conference, 
4527 17th Street North, Arlington, VA 
22207-2399; or call (703) 525-0050; or 
fax (703) 525-0052. 

May 18, Cranborne, Dorset, England: 
Sixth annual Haskell family reunion. 
Contact Mrs. Mary Haskell, 21 Roy
ston Way, Slough, Berkshire, U.K., 
SLl 6 EP, England. 

May 18, Eau Claire, Wisconsin: Annual 
Meeting of the Wisconsin State Genea
logical Society will include a program 
by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. Con
tact John A. Brissee, Rt. 2 529 Echo 
Valley Rd., Brooklyn, WI 53521-9448; 
(608) 835-9750. 

May 18, Salt Lake City, Utah: The Unit
ed Polish Genealogical Societies con-
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ference will feature nationally recog
nized speakers knowledgeable in the 
field of Polish genealogical research. 
SASE to UPGS Chairperson, Mrs. 
Clare Ann Gaouette, 7822 West Wis
consin Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 
53213-3420 for information. 

May 31-June 2, Nashville, Tennessee: 
The Rose Family Association will hold 
its sixth Rose Genealogical Research 
Conference at the Marriott Hotel. 
Speakers will include Christine Rose 
and Gale Williams Bamman. Contact 
Rose Family Association, 1474 Monte
legre Dr., San Jose, CA 95120-4831. 

June 6-8, Peoria, Illinois: The national 
conference of Palatines to America will 
provide workshops and seminars on 
tracing, documenting and recording 
ancestors in the United States and 
Germany. A special presentation by a 
professional photographer on taking 
pictures in Europe will be featured. 
The society's 21st birthday party will 
be celebrated with entertainment by a 
German band. Details from Marjorie 
Kroehler, conference chairman, 6910 
N. Rockvale, Peoria, IL 61614; fax 
(309) 691-6118. 

June 7-8, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma: 
Henry Z "Hank" Jones will give pre
sentations on the Palatine emigrants 
and other topics for the Oklahoma 
Genealogical Society's Spring Seminar. 
Also featured is area author/entertainer 
Glenda Carlile who has written two 
books on early Oklahoma women and 
their place in history. Send a #10 
SASE to OGS, Box 12986, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73157-2986. 

June 7-8, Wichita, Kansas: Lloyd DeWitt 
Bockstruck will speak at the 22nd 
annual conference of the Kansas Coun
cil of Genealogical Societies. The 
Wichita Genealogical Society will host 
the event. Contact KCGS, P.O. Box 
3858, Topeka, KS 66604-6858 or call 
(316) 692-3620. 

June 8, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma: The 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society, in 
conjunction with its "First Families of 

the Twin Territories" dinner, will 
feature Henry Z "Hank" Jones, Jr. at 
its Saturday seminar. Legal size SASE 
to OGS, Box 12986, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73157-2986. 

June 9-12, Minneapolis, Minnesota: 
International Convention of the Federa
tion of East European Family History 
Societies will offer 70-75 presentations 
on regions and ethnic groups of the 
most interest to East European re
searchers along with topics such as 
writing a family history, migration 
history, computers, and foreign lan
guages. SASE to Ed Brandt, 13 - 27th 
Avenue S.E., Minneapolis, MN 
55414-3101. 

June 9-14, Birmingham, Alabama: Insti
tute of Genealogy and Historical Re
search will conduct an intensive, week
long, multi-track program of educa
tion. Five course selections are avail
able plus two special topic courses (1) 
Genealogical Artifacts and (2) Irish 
Genealogy. Write Dr. Joan Kirchman 
Mitchell, IGHR, Samford University 
Library, Birmingham, AL 35229 or 
phone (205) 870-2780;. fax (205) 870-
2483. 

June 14-15, Wisconsin Dells: Wisconsin 
Genealogical Council, Inc. Gene-A
Rama will feature James L. Hansen, 
Lori Bessler, Nancy Emmert, Jack 
Brissee, Beth Stahr, and Joy Reisinger 
along with multiple vendors, special 
interest roundtables, and social time. 
Contact Gene-A-Rama, c/o C. Habel
man, President, Rt. 3, Box 253, Black 
River Falls, WI 54615. 

June 15, Braintree, Massachusetts: The 
annual meeting of the Thayer Families 
Association. Contact Rick Thayer, 
Secretary, P.O. Box 12, Braintree, 
MA 02185-0012; (617) 328-8236. 

June 15, St. Louis, Missouri: The St. 
Louis Genealogical Society announces 
the 27th Annual Fair, "Bridges to the 
Past" featuring John Philip Colletta 
speaking on Immigration and Natural
ization. Other topics include Missouri 
Archives Research, Illinois Archives 



Research, Native American Research, 
African-AmericanResearch, and Prob
lem Solving. Exhibitors will have 
books, software, etc. Write the St. 
Louis Genealogical Society, 9011 
Manchester Road, Suite 3, St. Louis, 
MO 63144-2643 or phone (314) 968-
2763. 

June 15-23, Boston, Massachusetts: The 
1996 installment of "Come Home to 
New England," the program theme of 
the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, is a week-long research semi
nar that includes an excursion to "old" 
Providence, Rhode Island. Robert 
Charles Anderson will lecture on Bos
ton in 1645 and lead a one-hour walk
ing tour of early Boston characterized 
as "Edward Bendall, merchant of 
Boston." Many other presenters and 
special events are scheduled. For de
tails write NEHGS, 101 Newbury 
Street, Boston, MA 02116-3007 or call 
(617) 536-5740, ext. 202. 

June 17-21, Mansfield, Ohio: The Ohio 
Genealogical Society will hold a week
long genealogy workshop with sessions 
on all of the major American record 
groups. Each session will be of use to 
beginners, while experienced research
ers will find many learning opportuni
ties in the variety and depth of topics. 
Instructors include Phyllis Brown 
Miller, Julie Overton, Connie Fergu
son, and Mary L. Bowman, who is 
workshop director. Limited registra
tion. Send SASE for full schedule to 
OGS Genealogy Workshop, P.O. Box 
2625, Mansfield, OH 44906-0625; 
(419) 522-9077. 

June 22, Traverse City, Michigan: John 
DuLong and James LaLone will pres
ent topics on U.S. and French-Canadi
an research when the Northern Michi
gan Chapter of The French-Canadian 
Heritage Society of Michigan holds 
Quebec Heritage Seminar 1996. For 
registration data, send SASE to: Pat 
Sutter, 4151 Sutter Road, Kewadin, 
Michigan 49648. 

June 22-24, Prestonsburg, Kentucky: The 
Eastern Kentucky Searchers Seminar 

invites vendors am!. researchers to 
share their collections of resource 
materials through booth exhibits. Paid 
reservations for booths by May 15 to 
KFB Enterprises, P.O. Box 182, Bata
via, IL 60510 or call (800) 253-3089. 

June 29, Salt Lake City, Utah: The annual 
convention of the Blair Society for 
Genealogical Research. Contact Ed
ward P. Blair, 20 W. College Ave., 
Brownsburg, IN 46112-1253. 

July 8-11, Springfield, Illinois: Genealog
ical Institute of Mid-America will hold 
its third annual three-level track pro
gram of education with optional eve
ning study, field trips and a special 
Friday workshop of P AF Basics (lec
ture and lab). Contact Julie Slack, 
Continuing Education, University of 
Illinois at Springfield, Springfield, IL 
62794-9243 or call (217) 786-7464. 

July 13, South Bend, Indiana: An inter
mediate African-American Genealogy 
workshop on methods and sources will 
be presented by Tony Burroughs, 
president of Black Roots. The two
hour lecture will be enhanced by slides 
and is free to the general public. Con
tact Mary Waterson, Local History, 
Genealogy Room, St. Joseph County 
Public Library, 304 S. Main, South 
Bend, IN 46601; (219) 282-4621. 

July 14-19, Boston, Massachusetts: The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston will host the Summer Seminar 
on Jewish Genealogy at the Park Plaza 
Hotel. The event will feature over 
forty sessions for all levels, including 
a beginners track. Multiple major 
research sites are within reach as are 
various sightseeing attractions for 
researchers and their families. Contact 
JGSGB, P.O. Box 366, Newton High
lands, MA 02161-0003; (617) 283-
8003. 

July 15-19, Washington, D.C.: National 
Institute on Genealogical Research will 
hold its annual study week for experi
enced and serious researchers. NIGR 
utilizes the facilities and records of the 
National Archives, offering in-depth 
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examinations of the common and not
so-common sources found there. Trips 
to other repositories are included. 
Write to NIGR, P.O. Box 14274, 
Washington, D.C. 20044-4272. 

July 19-20, Kansas City, Missouri: "Did 
Your Mother Come from Ireland? 
Tracing Irish and Scots-Irish Ances
tors"is the theme of the American 
Family Records Association's Annual 
Conference. Featured speaker is Dr. 
Arlene Eakle; there will also be several 
supporting speakers on a variety of 
topics. Brochure from AFRA, P.O. 
Box 15505, Kansas City, MO 64106 or 
call Ann Reinert (816) 252-0950. 

July 21-26, Plano (Dallas area), Texas: 
Institute of Genealogical Studies offers 
eight courses from which to choose 
during its week-long institute. Selec
tions include Basic Genealogy, Ad
vanced Genealogy, Creative Problem 
Solving, and The Military Paper Trail. 
Write IGS, P.O. Box 25556, Dallas, 
Texas 75225-5556; (214) 349-1435 or 
fax (214) 349-0119. 

July 25-27, Springdale, Arkansas: Dozens 
of exhibits featuring vendors, societies, 
and family groups and a full range of 
workshops will be offered for the 
beginner and the more experienced 
genealogist. Workshops include Native 
American Research: Cherokee Empha
sis; Beginning Computer Genealogy; 
Bulletin Board Services and the 
Internet; Courthouse Research; and 
Five Civilized Tribes; SASE to 4 
Corners, 509 W. Spring, Fayetteville, 
AR 72701 or call (501) 521-2020 
workdays. 

August 2-3, Fulton, Missouri: The 16th 
annual conference of the Missouri State 
Genealogical Association will feature 
Virginia Easley DeMarce as keynote 
speaker. Details from Teresa Blattner, 
7031 State Road, UU, Fulton, MO 
65251-5527; (573) 642-0884. 

August 7-10, Richmond, Virginia: The 
Virginia Genealogical Society will 
sponsor a Virginia Institute of Genea
logical Research (VIGR) at Rosslyn, a 
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quiet campus-style retreat overlooking 
the James River in Richmond. Instruc
tion will be on Virginia research sourc
es and techniques, many of which are 
applicable to other areas. The institute 
is for the novice and the experienced 
researcher who wish to learn more 
about Virginia research methodology. 
Write VIGR, The Virginia Genealogi
cal Society, 5001 W. Broad Street, 
Ste. 115, Richmond, VA 23230-3023. 

August 8-11, Fredericksburg, Virginia: 
The Family Reunion of the William 
Strother Society will feature guest 
speakers, tours of ancestral historical 
sites, and opportunities to exchange 
information on the family. All descen
dants and related families are welcome. 
Contact Edward 1. Strother, 36 Puget 
Drive, Steilacoom, WA 98388-1521. 

August 14-17, Rochester, New York: In 
Your Ancestors' Image, the annual 
national conference of the Federation 

of Genealogical Societies will be host
ed by the Rochester Genealogical 
Society. Contact FGS Business Office, 
P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 
75083-0220; or call (214) 907-9727. 

August 18-23, Ottawa, Canada: "Families 
and Emblems Transcending Frontiers" 
is the theme of the 22nd International 
Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic 
Sciences. The sessions will be held at 
the University of Ottawa, Canada's 
oldest and largest bilingual (French
English) university. Contact the Cana
dian Heraldic Authority, 1 Sussex 
Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada KIA 
OA1 or telephone 001 (613) 991-2228; 
fax 001 (613) 991-1681. 

August 18-28, New Brunswick, Canada: 
New England Historic Genealogical 
Society presents a research tour to 
New Brunswick with George F. San
born, Jr., FASG. A blend of sight
seeing, in-depth genealogical research 
and lectures by leading experts in 
Canadian genealogy is promised. For 
details write NEHGS, 101 Newbury 
Street, Boston, MA 02116-3007 or call 
(617) 536-5740, ext. 202. 

September 19-21, Lansing, Michigan: 
Seminar of the Michigan Genealogical 
Council will be hosted by the Mid
Michigan Genealogical Society. Dr. 
George K. Schweitzer is the featured 
presenter. For a program send SASE 
to William Atkinson, 11172 Pioneer 
Road, Portland, MI. 

September 21-22, Crystal Lake, Illinois: 
Family History Expo '96 is presented 
by the McHenry County Illinois Gene
alogical Society in conjunction with 
McHenry County College. The Expo 
features a variety of genealogical and 
family history vendors, representatives 
from ethnic, lineage, and special inter
est societies, special mini-programs, 
spot demonstrations, and more. For 
information, contact MCIGS, P.O. 
Box 184, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-
0184. 

September 21-22, San Diego, California: 
the 50th Anniversary of the San Diego 



Genealogical Society will be celebrated 
in connection with the annual Family 
History Fair. Write to SDGS, 1050 
Pioneer Way, Suite E, EI Cajon, CA 
92020-1943 for details. 

September 27-28, Longmont, Colorado: 
The Longmont Genealogical Society 
will host the 1996 Colorado Council of 
Genealogical Societies Seminar. The 
featured speaker is Christine Rose. 
Also included are several nationally
known local genealogical and historical 
professionals. For further information, 
contact Patricia Kemper, CCGS Semi
nar Chairman, 31127 Joanie Road, 
Golden, CO 80403-8455; (303) 642-
7262. 

September 28, Naperville, Illinois: Fox 
Valley Genealogical Society presents a 
seminar featuring Sandra Hargreaves 
Luebking. Presentations are Court that 
Courthouse; Name That Source; Out
side D.C.: Records of the Regional 
Archives; and Census Strategies for 
1880-1920. Contact Michael Fichtel 
(708) 897-1464 evenings or Gary 
Hargis (708) 357-1525. 

September 28, Mobile, Alabama: The 
Mobile Genealogical Society will pres
ent Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck at their 
annual fall seminar. His topics will 
include Bridging the Atlantic, Finding 
Your Immigrant Ancestor, Finding 
Substitutes for Birth and Death Re
cords, and New England Research. 
Contact Eugenia Parker (334) 660-
9887, Program Chairperson, for fur
ther details. 

September 28, University Park, Illinois: 
Regional Conference on Genealogy co
sponsored by Will/Grundy Genealogi
cal Society and South Suburban Genea
logical & Historical Society. For infor
mation contact WGGS, P.O. Box 24, 
Wilmington, IL 60481. 

October 10-12, Iowa City, Iowa: The 
Iowa Genealogical Society will cele
brate Iowa's Sesquicentennial with a 
seminar, "A Capital Affair," featuring 
Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, FUGA, 
nationally acclaimed genealogist and 
Loren Horton, Iowa's historian. This 

will be the biggest and best IGS con
ference yet, with more workshops and 
exhibitors than ever before. For a 
brochure call (515) 276-0287, or write 
to Don Southwood, "A Capital Af
fair," IGS, P.O. Box 7735, Des 
Moines, IA 50322-7735. 

October 25-26, Springfield, Illinois: 
"Questions and Ancestors," the 28th 
annual conference of the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society, will feature 
Larry O. Jensen and Sandra H. 
Luebking. Contact ISGS, P.O. Box 
10195, Springfield, IL 62791-0195. 

1997 
January 20-24, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 

Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy offers 
extensive use of the facilities of the 
Family History Library to provide 
instruction, assignments, and feedback. 
Limited enrollment available in the 
seven course offerings. For application 
materials, write to: Salt Lake Institute 
of Genealogy, P.O. Box 1144, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84110-1144. 

September 3-6, Dallas, Texas: Unlock 
Your Heritage with Creative Problem 
Solving is the title of the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies annual confer
ence for 1997. Watch FORUM for 
details as they become available. 

NEW SOCIETIES 

Six more societies have formed in Indiana 
in the past several months. The following 
names and addresses are from correspon
dence received from Elaine Spires 
Smith,editor of the Indiana Genealogical 
Society Newsletter. 

Fountain County Genealogical Society , 
2855 S. Kingman Road, Kingman, IN 
47952. 

Genealogical Society of Marion County, 
P.O. Box 2292, Indianapolis, IN 46202-
2292 

The Genealogical Society of Whitley 
County, P.O. Box 224~ Columbia City, 
IN 46725 

Morgan County History & Genealogy 
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Association, P.O. Box 1012, Martinsville, 
IN 46151 

Wabash County Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 825, Wabash, IN 46992. 

Whitewater Valley Genealogical Society 
of Fayette County, Paulette Hayes, 
WVGS Facilitator, 828 Grand Avenue, 
Connersville, IN 47331 

SOCIETY DISBANDS 

Pasadena Genealogical Society disbanded 
30 June 1995. Research questions for the 
area should be sent to Southern California 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 43877, 
Burbank, CA 91503 or the Glendora 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 1141, 
Glendora, CA 91740. [Questing Heirs 
January 1996.] 

FORMER PRESIDENT HONORED 

Scharlott Goettsch Blevins, former FGS 
president (1987-88) received an honorary 
life membership in the American/Schleswig
Holstein Heritage Society for her many 
contributions to ASHHS. Among other 
duties, Ms. Blevins served as the first editor 
of the ASHHS Newsletter. 

ADDRESS CHANGE 

Tidewater Virginia Families: A Magazine 
of History and Genealogy is moving to 
Williamsburg, Virginia, but will continue 
to present the counties as before. The 
magazine makes previously unpublished 
copies of old records available and pro
vides new information about early Virgin
ia heritage and families. The new address 
is: Virginia Lee Hutcheson Davis, Tide
water Virginia Families, 316 Littletown 
Quarter, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185-
5519. 

SOCIETY NOTES 

The Association of Professional Genealo
gists Quarterly has a new editor. Sharon 
DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, has resigned 
after six and a half years. Notes thanking 
Ms. Carmack will reach her at P.O. Box 
338, Simla, CO 80835-0338. APG has 
appointed Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens as 
editor. The editorial office address will 
be: Editor, APGQ, 13547 Polar Ct., 
Woodbridge, VA 22193-3929. Phone and 
fax (703) 680-6093. CompuServe: 
74643,370. Microsoft Network: Ances
tor _ Detective@msn.com. 
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FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES-MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

(N) denotes new member 
• denoIes charter member 

ALABAMA 
Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. 
InstituIC of Genealogy &. Historiesl Research, Samford 

University 
Mootgomery Genealogiesl Society 
Natchez Trace Genealogical Society 

ALAsKA 
FairbaDks Genealogical Society 

ARIZONA 
Apache Genealogical Society 
Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board (N) 
Arizona Stall: Genealogiesl Society, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Yuma Arizona 
Genealogical Workshop of Mesa 
Green Valley Genealogical Society 
Jenscn-Peu:rsen-Elkjer Family Association 
Mesa Family History Center 
Northern Arizona Genealogical Society 
Phoenix Genealogical Society, The 
Sun Cities Genealogical Society, Inc. 
W. W. Genealogy Club (N) 

ARKANSAS 
Arkansas Genealogical Society 
ProfessioDal GenealogislS of Arkansas, Inc. 

CALIFORNIA 
Boyt-Boyctltlcl Family 
British Isles Family History Soc of Los Ansclcs 
Califomia African-American Genealogy Society 
Califomia Genealogical Society - Lilnry 
California Stall: Genealogical Alliance 
Carlsbad City Library 
Cooejo VaUcy Genealogical Society 
Contra Costa County Genealogiesl Society 
Cork Family History (N) 
East Kern Genealogical Society 
Escondido Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Genealogical and Historical Council Sacramcoro Valley 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America (N) 
Genealogical Society of Morougo Basin (N) 
Genealogical Society of Riverside • 
Genealogical Society of Santa Cruz County, Inc. (N) 
Geoealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
German Research Association, Inc. 
Glendora Genealogical Group 
Immigrant Genealogiesl Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Los Anscles 
Jurupa Valley Genealogy Society 
Kern County Genealogical Society 
Lake County Genealogical Society 
Lake Elsinore Genealogical Society 
Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society 
Los Angeles WCSlSide Genealogical Society 
Monterey County Genealogical Society 
Napa Valley Genealogical &. Biographical Society 
Orange County Geoealogical Society 
Palm SpriDss Genealogical Society (N) 
POINT/POINTers 
Pasadena Genealogy Society 
Pomona Valley Genealogical Society 
Questing Heirs Genealogical Society 
Rose Family Association 
Sacramcoro German Genealogy Society, Inc. (N) 
San Diego Genealogical Society 
San Diego Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Fernando Valley Genealogical Society 
San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society 
San Mateo County Genealogical Society 
Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society 
Santa Clara County Hist &. Gencalogical Society 
Santa Maria Valley Gencalogical Society Lilnry 
Silicoo Valley PAF Users Group (N) 
Solano County Genealogical Society 
South Bay Cities Genealogiesl Society 
Southern California Genealogical Society 
Tunothe De Montbrun Society (N) 
Vandenberg Genealogical Society 
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As of 1 February 1996 
Whinier Area Genealogical Society 

COLORADO 
Aurora Genealogical Society of Colorado 
Boulder Genealogical Society • 
Cogswcll Family Association (N) 
Colorado Chapter/Ohio Genealogical Society 
Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
Colorado Genealogical Society • 
Columbine Gen and Hist Society, Inc. • 
Foothills Genealogical Society of Colorado, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 
Larimer County Genealogiesl Society 
Longmont Genealogical Society 
Penrose Genealogy Lilnry 
Pikes Peak Genealogical Society 
Weld County Genealogical Society 

CONNECTICVT 
Connecticut Professional GenealogislS Council (N) 
Connecticut Society of GenealogisIS, Inc .• 
Middlesex Genealogical Society (N) 

DELAWARE 
Delaware Genealogical Society 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
AftO-American Historical &. Genealogical Society, The (N) 
District of Columbia Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Speaker's Guild (N) 
NSDAR Library 

FLORIDA 
Alachua County Genealogical Society 
Amelia Island Genealogical Society 
Central Florida Genealogy and Hist Society 
Citrus County Genealogical Society 
Citrus SpriDss Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Collier County (N) 
Genealogical Society of Hernando County 
Genealogical Society of Nonh Brevard, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Sarasota 
Gencalogical Society of South Brevard • 
Genealogy Society of Bemaudo County (N) 
Imperial Polk Genea1ogica1 Society 
Indian River Genca10gicaI Society, Inc. 
Jacksonville Genealogical Society. Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County (N) 
Joseph Harvey Cooper Family History Society (N) 
Kinseckers Genealogical Society of Lake County 
Lee County Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Manasota Genealogical Society Inc. 
Palm Beach County Genealogical Society 
RooIS and Branches Genealogical Society 
Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc. 
The Genealogical Society of Broward County Inc. (N) 
The PwDam County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 

GEORGIA 
Cobb County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Ellen Payne Odom Genealogy Library, Inc. 
Georgia Genealogical Society • 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Georgia 
Paulding County Genca10gicaI Society (N) 

HAWAII 
Hawaii County Genealogical Society 
Sandwich Islands Genealogy Society 

IDAIIO 
Friends of the Idaho Genealogical Lilnry (N) 
Predmore Pridemore Pridmore Prigmore Association 

ILlJNOIB 
Afro-American Genealogical &. Historical Society of 

Chicago 
Bellevil1e Pub1ic Lilnry 
Blackbawk Genealogical Society 
Bureau County Genca10gicaI Society 
Champaign County Genealogical Society 
Clticago Gencalogical Society • 
Dupage County Genealogical Society 
Edgar County Genealogical Society 
E1gin Gcncalogical Society 

Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst, The E1mhurst,IL (N) 
I11iana Jewish Genealogical Society (N) 
Illinois Stall: Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of D1inois 
Lake County Illinois Genealogical Society (N) 
Lithuanian American Genealogical Society 
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society 
McLean County Genealogical Society 
North Suburhap Genealogiesl Society 
Nonhwcst Suburban Council of GenealogislS 
Polish Genealogiesl Society of America 
South Suburban Genealogical and Historical Society • 
StepheDson County Genealogical Society 
Will/Grundy County Genealogical Society 
Zion Genealogical Society 

INDIANA 
AUen County Genealogical Society of Indiana • 
AUen County Public Lilnry 
Anderson Public Library (N) 
Bartholomew County Gencalogical Society 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research 
Clinton County Gencalogical Society (N) 
Indiana Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Jo1mson County Public Library (N) 
LaPorte County Indiana Genealogical Society 
New A1hany-Fioyd County Public Library (N) 
New Castle-Henry County Public Lilnry (N) 
Noblesville Southeastern Public Library (N) 
Paoli Public Lilnry (N) 
Pu1aski County Public Lilnry (N) 
South Bend Area Genealogical Society 
Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
Sullivan County Public Lilnry (N) 
Tri-County Genealogical Society 

IOWA 
American/Schleswig-Holstein 
Des Moines County Genealogical Society 
Dubuque County-Key City Gen. Society 
Iowa City Genealogical Society 
Iowa Genealogical Society • 
Iowa State Historical Dept. 
Nonheast Iowa Genealogical Society 
Richardson Sloane Genealogical Lilnry 
Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society 

KANSAS 
Atchison County Kansas Genealogical Society 
Cherokee County Genealogical-Historical Society 
Doug1as County Gencalogical Society 
KaDsas Council of GencalogicaJ Societies 
Labelle County GencalogicaJ Society 
Liberal Area Genealogical Society 
Nonh Centta1 Kansas Gen Society and Lilnry 
Pbillipa County Genealogical Society 
Reno County Genealogical Society 
Riley County Genealogical Society 
Topeka Genealogical Society 

KENTuCKY 
ADcestra\ Trails Historiesl Society, Inc. 
Louisville Gencalogical Society 
McCracken County Geoealogical and HisIorical Society (N) 
Scott County Genealogical Society 

LoUIBIANA 
Baton Rouge Gencalogical and Historical Society 
Genealogy West Inc. 
Imperial St. Landry Genealogical &. Historical Society 
Jefferson GencalogicaJ Society, Inc. 
Jewish GencalogicaJ Society of New Or\eaDs (N) 
Louisiana Genealogical &. Historical Society 

MAIm.AND 
Catonsville Historical Society. Inc. 
The Genca10gicaI Council of Maryland 
The Lower Delmarva Genealogical Society (N) 

MAsSACHUSETJ'8 
America On\ine Genealogy Forum (N) 
Central MassachuscUs GencalogicaJ Society (N) 
Falmouth GencalogicaJ Society 
Irish Anccsttal Research Association 



Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston 
Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
New England Historic Genealogical Society (N) 
New England Historic Genealogical Society Library 

South Sbore Genealogical Society 
The Genealogical Round Table 

MICHIGAN 
Bay County Genealogical Society 
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
Cheboygan County Genealogical Society 
Dearborn Genealogical Society 
Detroit Public Library 
Downriver Genealogical Society 
Eaton County Genealogical Society (N) 
Flint Genealogical Society 
Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society (N) 
French Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 
Genealogical Society of Wasbtenaw County 
Grand Traverse Area Genealogical Society 
Historical Society of SI. Clair Shores 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Michigan (N) 
Kalamazoo Vaney Genealogical Society 
Kalkaska Genealogical Society (N) 
Library of Michigan - Serials 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Marquette County Genealogical Society 
Michigan Genealogical Council 
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society 
Muskegon County Genealogical Society 
Newaygo County Society of History & Genealogy 
Oceana County Historical Society 
Oakland County Historical Society 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Roseville Historical and Genealogical Society (N) 
The Detroit Society For Genealogical Researcb 
Western Wayne County Genealogical Society 

MINNESOTA 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Freeborn County Genealogical Society 
Minnesota Genealogical Society 
Mower County Genealogical Society 
Range Genealogical Society 

MISSISSIPPI 
Family Research Association of Mississippi 

MISSOURI 
American Family Records Association (N) 
Genealogical Society of Central Missouri 
Heart of America Genealogical Society & Library, Inc. • 
Jackson County Genealogical Society 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Mid-Continent Public Library (N) 
Missouri State Genealogical Association 
Ozarks Genealogical Society Inc. 
Ray County Genealogical Association 
St. Louis Genealogical Society 
Tree Trackers Library 

MONTANA 
Bitterroot Genealogical Society (N) 
Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (N) 

NEBRASKA 
Fort Kearny Genealogical Society 
Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Genealogical Society 
Nebraska State Genealogical Society 
North Platte Genealogical Society (N) 
Prairie Pioneer Genealogical Society, Inc. 

NEVADA 
Northeastern Nevada Genealogical Society (N) 

NEW JERSEY 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, 

Inc. - New Jersey Chapter (N) 
Bunker Family Association 
Genealogical Society of The Westfields 
Jewish Genealogical Society of North Jersey (N) 
Monmouth County Genealogy Club I Monmouth County 

Historical Association 

NEW MExIco 
Alamogordo Genealogical Society (N) 
Genealogy Club, The 
Los Alamos Family History Society 
Southern New Mexico Genealogical Society 

NEW YORK 
Chautauqua County Genealogical Society 
Greater Ridgewood Historical Society 
Italian Genealogical Group of New York (N) 
Jewisb Genealogical Society of Long Island 
Jewish Genealogical Society, Inc. (NY) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Rochester (N) 
Kodak Genealogical Society 
NASSAU Genealogy Workshop 
Rocbester Genealogical Society 
Seeley Genealogical Society 
Sumner Family Association 
The Irisb Family History Forum, Inc. 
Westcbester County Genealogical Society 

NORm CAROUNA 
Carolinas Genealogical Society (N) 
Council of Genealogy Columnists 
Durham-Orange Genealogical Society 
Haywood County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Kinfolk trackers Genealogical Society 
North Carolina Genealogical Society (N) 
Old Buncombe County Genealogical Society 
State Library of North Carolina • 

NORm DAKOTA 
Bismarck-Mandan Historical & Genealogy SOCiety, Inc. (N) 
Germans From Russia Heritage Society 

OHIO 
Dayton and Montgomery County Public Library 
East Cuyahoga County Genealogical Society (Chp of OGS) 
Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society • 
Hamilton County Chapter of OGS 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Cleveland 
Lorain County Chapter of Ohio Genealogical Society 
Lucas County Chapter - OGS 
Maboniog County Chapter OGS (N) 
Ohio Genealogical Society 
Palatines to America Library 
Pinkham Family History Society (N) 
Washington County Chapter of OGS 

OKLAHOMA 
Canadian County Genealogical Society 
Federation of Oklahoma Genealogical Societies 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society • 
Ottawa County Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Southwest Oklahoma Genealogical Society 

OREGON 
Belgian Researchers, The 
Columbia Gorge GenealOgical Society 
Cottage Grove Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc. 
Grants Pass Genealogical Society (N) 
Lebanon Genealogical Society (N) 
Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc. (N) 
Siuslaw Genealogical Society (N) 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Centre County Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania Library (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Philadelphia 
Jewisb Genealogical Society of Pittsburgh 
Lycoming County Genealogical Society 
North Hills Genealogists 
Old York Road Genealogical Society (N) 
Warren County Genealogical Society 

RHODE ISLAND 
Italian Genealogical Society of America (N) 

SOUTH CAROUNA 
River Hills Genealogists 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sioux Valley Genealogical Society Library 

TENNESSEE 
African-American Genealogical & Historical Society (N) 
Clan Dunbar 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society (N) 

TEXAS 
African American Genealogical and Historical Society 
Bay Area Genealogy Study Club 
Baytown Genealogical Society 
Collin County Gen Society 
Dallas Genealogical Society 
Denison Library Historical & Genealogical Society 

El Paso Genealogical Society 
Frontier Press (N) 

FGS FORUM 

Galveston County Genealogical Society 
Garland Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Institute of Texas, Inc. 
Gentecb, Inc. 
Guadalupe County Genealogical Society 
Hincbrnan Heritage Society (N) 
Hopkins County Genealogical Society 
Houston Genealogical Forum 
Johnson County Genealogical Society 
Kidwell Family Association 
McAllen Genealogical Society 
NARFE Chapter 1320 Genealogy Group 
NT/BNR Genealogy Club 
Polisb Genealogical Society of Texas 
Rockwall County Genealogical Society (N) 
San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society 
Tip-O' -Texas Genealogical Society 

UTAH 
Alice's Ancestral Nostalgia (N) 
American Research Bureau, Inc. 
Association of One-Name Studies 
Automated Researcb, Inc 
Brigham City Family History Center (N) 
Family Heritage Resources 
Genealogical Society of Utah • 
GeneSys 
International Society for British Genealogy & Family 

History 
Rogers of Delphi Falls 
Utah Genealogical Association 

VIRGINIA 
Alleghany Highlands Gen Society 
Central Virginia Genealogical Association (N) 
Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia (N) 
Fairfax Genealogical Society (N) 
Fredericksburg Regional Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia 
Genealogical Society of the Northern. Neck of VA 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Washington (N) 
National Genealogical Society 
The Scott One-Name Study (N) 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 
Virginia Genealogical Society 

WASHINGTON 
Clallam County Genealogical Society 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Eastside Genealogical Society 
Galizien German Descendants (N) 
Genealogical Society of North Central Washington 
Grays Harbor Genealogy 
Heritage Archives 
Kittitas County Genealogical Society (N) 
Northeast Washington Genealogical Society 
Puget Sound Genealogical Society 
Seattle Genealogical Society 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Sno-Isle Genealogical Society 
Tri City Genealogical Society (N) 
Wbatcom Genealogical Society (N) 
Whitman County Genealogical Society 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants (N) 
Mining Your History Foundation (N) 

WISCONSIN 
Chippewa County Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Hean 0' Wisconsin Genealogical Society 
Lost In Canada? 
Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Genealogical Workshop 
Northwoods Genealogical Society 
Sheboygan County Genealogical Society 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin (N) 
Wisconsin Genealogical Council, Inc. 
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS 
CANADA 
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Institute of British Columbia 
Ontario Genealogical Society • 

GERMANY 
Haskell Family Society (N) 
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Why should your society join the Federation? 
Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organizatio~ comprised of more than 400 genea
logical and historical societies, family associations, and libraries, with a combined membership of more than 100,000 indi
vidual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at the national level. 
It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their activities, and to monitor 
events that are critical to the future of genealogy. 

Benefits of Membership: 
• Society management workshops and publications. 
• Forty percent discount on the quarterly publica

tion Forum for all your members. 
• Discounts on all FGS publications. 
• Educational and networking opportunities at 

annual Federation conferences. 
• Collective voice promoting the interests of gene

alogists. 
• Records preservation and access monitoring of 

government records. 
• Leadership in projects of importance to genea

logists such as the Civil War Soldiers project. 

Less than fifty cents per 
member enables your society 
to make a difference in the 

future of genealogy! 

Collectively we can make a difference! 

Dues Structure 
Number Annual 

of Members Dues 

0-50 $25 

51-99 $35 

100-199 $45 

200-299 $55 

300-399 $65 

400-499 $75 

500-999 $85 

1,000+ $\05 

Libraries! 
Institutions $25 

Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 75083 
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