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IN YOUR ANCESTORS' IMAGE 
by Scott B. Chase, Regional Publicity Chair, 1996 Conference Committee 

and Christy Kapuschat, Rochester Publicity Committee 

R ochester, "The World's Image 
Centre®," is ideally suited to host 

the 1996 Federation Conference from 
14-17 August. This unique New York 
community has a picturesque historical 
presence, diversity of culture, a wide 
range of entertainment possibiliti~s, and a 
wealth of resources to assist those interested 
in genealogical research and preservation. 

Rochester had its beginning in 1788 
when Ebenezer 'Indian' Allen built a 
grist mill along the Genesee River. 
Nathaniel Rochester purchased,the 100-
acre swampy property in the early 1800s; 
it was thus named Rochesterville, but later 
changed to Rochester. He cleared the 
area, and it was soon inhabited with set
tlers living in log cabins which later gave 
way to frame houses, stores and many shops 
at the site of today's Main and State Streets. 

The Genesee River, which runs directly 
through the center of the city, allowed 
boats to carry freight to and from the area 
and also flour manufacturers to erect 
mills. With the completion of the western 
portion of the Erie Canal system, Roches
ter became one of the largest flour manu
facturing cities in the country. Hence, it 
became known as the "Flour City." 

The city still carries this distinction, 
with a slight variation from flour to flow
er. Now it is known as "The World's 
Image Centre®," for it is home base to 
four world-class optics and imaging firms, 
the Center for Imaging Science at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology, the 
Institute of Optics at the University of 
Rochester, and over 90 other smaller 
companies that offer a wealth of informa
tion to the genealogist interested in pre-

serving their family history photographi
cally. 

The city's history is rich with promi
nent reformers and activists and events. It 
has the distinction of being the home of 
Susan B. Anthony, the 1840s school 
teacher who led the fight for women's 
rights, and Frederick Douglass, a former 

slave who published an anti-slavery news
paper entitled, The North Star. The local 
branch of the Underground Railroad 
helped slaves escape to Canada before the 
Civil War. In 1910 Rochester's Blanche 
Stuart Scott became America's first fe
male pilot. There are many other distinc
tive names to be read in Mt. Hope Ceme
tery, which offers educational and scenic 
tours daily. 

The Rochester Genealogical Society, 
cohost of the 1996 Federation Conference, 
cordially invites the nation's genealogists 
to gather in Rochester in August of 1996. 
In addition to the excellent program which 
is standard fare at FGS Conferences, the 
Rochester Conference will feature an 
emphasis on technology applied to genea
logical interests. Program Chair Roger 
Joslyn is weaving sessions on computers, 
photography, genetics and preservation 
into an already tempting program of topics 
for every interest and skill level. 

Building on the outstanding track rec
ord of successful genealogical conferences 
in the past five years (Fort Wayne, Phoe
nix, St. Louis, Richmond, and Seattle), 
the 1996 Federation Conference will fea
ture more than 40 distinguished speakers 
delivering over 100 presentations in such 
subject areas as basic research procedures 
and methodology, U.S. (general), New 
York and Canada, immigrant origins and 
professional genealogy. Over 60 vendors 
in the exhibit hall will present the latest in 
genealogical products and services. Comput
er demonstrations will allow ample oppor
tunity to investigate what is new in the 
world of genealogical technology. 

The FGS Society Management work
shops, a trademark of Federation confer
ences since 1992, continue to provide a 
unique service to genealogical society 
officers, board members, and volunteers. 
The preconference seminar and three days 
of genealogical research instruction pro
vide an outstanding opportunity for net
working, idea sharing and education. 

The Rochester Genealogical Society 
(continued on page 19) 
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" ... EACH ONE REACH ONE ... " 
Curt B. Witcher, FUGA, FGS President 

I n beginning the new year, many of our 
genealogical and historical societies 

have identified goals, objectives, and 
strategies for completion in 1996. While 
somewhat disturbing, I believe most of us 
must concede that the goals our organiza
tions set at the beginning of each year 
suffer the same fate as our New Year's 
resolutions-nice ideas but never followed 
up nor completed. I challenge us to make 
a change in this process of creating wish 
lists and start making it a point of pride to 
have long and substantial done lists. The 
vitality of societies depends on us taking 
active roles. 

The national literacy· folks have a 
slogan, "Each one reach one," in defining 
how they would like to have involvement 
at every level in society toward the pro
motion of reading and basic literacy skills. 
I believe we should adopt this slogan as 
our personal operating postures. Each one 
of us should make a firm commitment to 
ensure that individually, we will do, act, 
choose, decide- we will pick at least one 
thing and do it! 

As we look to make substantial, mean
ingful contributions to our societies, it is 
important that we consider three concepts, 
and how these concepts are affecting our 
societies and how they should be affecting 
our organizations. The concepts are 
change, choice, and progress. 

To say that the world is changing, and 
changing rapidly, all around us is a gross 
understatement. We have all heard it 
before- technology in ever increasing 
waves crashes upon every aspect of our 
lives. The days seem shorter and the years 
feel as though they are going by more and 
more quickly. Rather than focus on how 
we react to change, though, we must 
consider how we proactively create mean
ingful change-how we can be (and 
should be) agents of change in our partic
ular societies. Too much emphasis is 
focused and energy spent on purely react
ing to change or feared change. The sky 
is not falling - we can take control and 
successfully manage change in our respec
tive genealogical and historical societies, 
our library and archives. 

What does it mean to be an agent of 
change in our genealogical communities? 
I believe it means we must be active in 
leading our societies to incorporate new 

Curt B. Witcher 
FGS President 

technologies. We can no longer settle for 
that comfortable old phrase (excuse), 
" ... because we've always done it that 
way." It also means we find new ways of 
executing programs, projects, and publica
tions to compensate for shrinking volun-

"As we look to make 
substantial, meaningful 
contributions to our 
societies, it is impor
tant that we consider 
three concepts ... 
change, choice, and 
progress." 

teer pools. We must develop a fresh ap
proach to dealing with the records which 
document our past and the lives of our 
ancestors. Thinking that it is someone 
else's responsibility, and waiting for that 
"other person" to do something, will en
sure that the records are not available for 
our children's children. 

Being an agent of change also means 
we are willing to engage in the processes 
that govern change in our society, the 
most notable one being the political pro-

cess. We cannot afford to wait until there 
is a crisis before letting our elected offi
cials know that we exist as a large, impor
tant constituency. If we expect to have our 
libraries properly funded, our archives 
appropriately staffed, our courthouses 
open to our research endeavors, and legis
lation crafted which will not impede our 
access to valuable documents, then we 
need to take a proactive stance and get 
involved now. 

It is important to ask how change, so 
threatening at times, can be successfully 
dealt with at the county and state society 
level. How can that be done best? I be
lieve a significant part of the answer rests 
in four key activities. First, we must be 
willing to dream, to think in new ways, 
and to challenge. In away, it means we 
must be willing to have a vision. Second, 
we must be good listeners. We don't want 
to change just to be changing-there can 
be no more horrible waste of time and re
sources than that. We want to listen, 
observe, and move toward a vision, to
ward a goal or objective. Third, we must 
be willing to take risks. Certainly that 
does not mean unfounded, off-the-wall 
risks, but rather risks that have both 
vision and mission embodied in them. 
Finally, as painful as it often is, we must 
be willing to make mistakes and let the 
knowledge gained from those mistakes lead 
us more judiciously in our future decisions. 

Choice, the second of our three con
cepts, is very much related to change. It 
is important to separate it out, though, if 
for no other reason that for us to focus 
more clearly on the choices we make that 
affect our societies in particular and the 
larger genealogical community in general. 
To be effective agents of change, we must 
make choices. And to lead the genealogi
cal community through the maze of chal
lenges which lay along the path to the 
twenty-first century, we must make the 
best choices. No longer can we afford to 
wait for someone else to make the choices 
and take the associated responsibilities. 
We must be wiling to act, to choose, to 
change. 

If we make good choices in our com
mitment to change, we will become part 
of an important and growing group of 
genealogists and local historians I like to 

(continued on page 24) 
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INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX (IGI) 
UPDATED BY ADDENDUM-PART II 

by Elizabeth L. Nichols, AG, Salt Lake City, Utah 

In the first part of this article we intro
duced the IGI Addendum and its data (see 
FORUM 7:3 [Fall 1995J). The largest 
percentage of the records in the Adden
dum are added through automation of the 
early LDS temple records (see FORUM, 
issues 5:4 [Winter 1993J through 6:3 [Fall 
1994J). These records were originally 
created from the 1840s to 1969, and thus 
are called "pre-1970"entries. This second 
of two segments provides alternative ap
proaches to understanding and using the 
data found in the IGI or in the 1994 Ad
dendum. 

The Family History Department and the 
FORUM grant verbatim reprint permis
sion to any FGS member organization. 
Please provide complete citation when 
reprinting. 

I f you find an IGI entry of interest to 
you and wish to trace that entry to its 

original information, you may be able to 
obtain a copy of a family group record 
showing that person as either a child or a 
parent (or both). But this usually requires 
a different approach from tracing a batch 
number, as explained below. 

There are many collections of family 
group records within the Family History 
Library's holdings that may be helpful to 
you. The first one to consider is the An
cestral File™, where you may find the 
individuals in family groups and pedi
grees, with the name and address of the 
submitters-in automated form. Often the 
same submitter may have submitted them 
to Ancestral File and IGI, and you can 
thus contact those who are currently 
working on the family lines. This is a 
function of the Ancestral File, while it is 
not an intended function of the IGI. In 
addition, the information in the Ancestral 
File can be corrected, and should show 
the latest thinking of what is correct on 
family lines. While it is still struggling in 
some ways, the Ancestral File has the 
potential to be a wonderful research tool, 
and it will reach that exciting potential. 
The more we all work -together to help, 
the sooner this will happen. 

The Family History Library also has a 
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number of collections of microfilmed 
family group records that were created at 
the same time or similar time as the earlier 
IGI entries were submitted. While many 
of these same records are also in Ances
tral File, others are not; and it is some
times helpful to look at both when avail
able. For more information on how to 
find the microfilmed copies of these col
lections, see below. 

Using FamilySearch® Files and 
Family Group Records Collections 

The Family Group Records Collection 
often contains one or more copies of 
family groups on the same families that 
are listed in the International Genealogical 
Index™ (lGI) .and in Ancestral File. Using 

"The largest percentage of 
the records in the Adden
dum are added throug~ 
automation of the early 
LDS temple records ... " 

these files together has a lot of advantages 
in helping one understand the data that is 
found in any of the files individually. 
Consider the following two cases studies: 

Case Study 1 
In family records you identify an an

cestor? Harrison Ransom Miner, who was 
born in 1840 in Pennsylvania. In Ances
tral File you find him with parents, Wil
liam Harrison Miner and Alvina S. Min
er, with birth and death dates and a state 
for the locality for the wife, along with a 
marriage date for the couple. However, 
there are no additional children listed. 

You next look in the 1993 edition of 
the International Genealogical Index. You 
find two entries for Harrison Ransom 
Miner, with 1966 LDS ordinance dates 
and the term "Pre-1970" in one field. 
This means the information was submitted 
about 1965. One lists only a father (no 

mother), and the other lists the mother 
only as "E. S." Miner. 

When you look in the 1994 Addendum 
of the International Genealogical Index, 
using the Parent Index search which 
brings together children whose parents 
have the same names, you find multiple 
entries for several children of William 
Miner and E.S. Miner. There are three 
entries for a son, Gilbert; two entries each 
for Adaline, Henry, Caroline, Nelson and 
Lucy; and one entry for Harrison. These 
multiple entries could be somewhat con
fusing. 

Therefore, you go to the family group 
records collection, and look for a family 
group record in the Archive Section. 
Hopefully, you will find the form. (Some 
records are missing.) If there is one there, 
you do not need to try to sort out all of 
these entries. They all eventually trace 
back to the single Archive Record which 
you have-and which gives a source cita
tion to help you evaluate the source of the 
information. 

You can now contact the submitter in 
Ancestral File and seek to coordinate 
further efforts, decide which one of you 
will add the additional children to the 
Ancestral File, and decide what strategy 
to follow to further extend' the family 
lines. 

Case Study 2 
Your distant relative tells you that her 

uncle joined The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) many 
years ago and gathered family history 
which you now wish to locate. Where do 
you begin? 

Using FamilySearch, you begin in 
Ancestral File and find her uncle, Howard 
Anderson Hunter (who is also your rela
tive) listed, submitted by a relative of his 
wife. However, his record is incomplete 
and does not include his ancestry. Cau
tion: There is also a Howard William 
Hunter there with ancestors and with early 
Utah connection, but he is not the one you 
are seeking. You are seeking one with a 
southern USA connection, and who has 
the right wife and children. 



When you go to the 1993 edition of 
International Genealogical Index, you find 
the record for your relative, Howard 
Anderson Hunter, born 1902 in Oklaho
ma. The IGI batch number begins with an 
H, so you know that he was a member of 
the LDS Church during his lifetime, and 
this record entered the system from the 
LDS Deceased Member records. (The IGI 
does not list information on living per
sons.) The entry lists his birth date and 
place and the names of his parents. Now, 
by doing a Parent Search using the names 
of his parents, you find an older sister, 
Iva Myrtle-also listed with an H batch 
number prefix. She, too, joined the LDS 
Church. The Parent Search, which brings 
together entries for children who had 
parents with the same names-arranged by 
the names of the parents, also lists other 
siblings, with 1951 LDS ordinance dates 
and Pre-1970 in one LDS ordinance field. 
This indicates the family group was sub
mitted about 1950, and there should be a 
family group record in the Archive Sec
tion of the family group records collec
tion. 

Since the entry for this Howard listed 
his parents, you can now look for individ
ual and marriage entries for them in the 
Main file and in the Addendum. These 
searches are successful, and you also find 
records for the grandparents. Looking in 
the 1994 IGI Addendum, you find more 
records on the family. You now have 
seven children for Peter Sidney Hunter 
and his wife, Nancy Ellen Davison. 

Armed with this information, you now 
go to the Archive Section of the Family 
Group Records Collection and find the 
family group form. It lists these children 
and additional children for Peter Sidney 
Hunter and Nancy Ellen Davison who 
were not listed in the 1993 or 1994 IGI. 
This is because the records are being 
added to the IGI in segments, and all 
records are not yet there. You may always 
err to think any family group is complete 
as listed in the IGI, especially until all 
Pre-1970 temple records are added
which has not yet been done. 

You also find that the information on 
Peter Sidney Hunter and his wife and 
children was based on a family Bible 
record of Mrs. Nancy Hunter and, in the 
early 1950s, was in possession of Mrs. 
Edith Hogan (child no. 7 listed on the 

form). The information on Peter's par
ents, William Hunter and Mrs. Cynthia 
Hunter, who were from New Jersey, and 
a sister to Peter, Ida Hunter who was 
born in Indiana, came from information 
obtained from the memories of living 
relatives. You can also find information 
on Howard and both of his wives (he was 
widowed in 1930 and remarried in 1938). 

You still don't have Howard's death 
date. You can obtain it by going into 
FamilySearch and choosing the Social 
Security Death Index. Since you have 
Howard's birth date and the states where 
he lived, you can easily recognize his 
record in this file. It gives you the date of 
death and the place where the social secu
rity death benefit was mailed-usually his 
place of residence at the time of his death. 
While Ancestral File had listed it as 1965, 
you now know that it occurred in October 
1964. 

You now have gathered a lot of infor
mation about your family. Hopefully, you 
will place it in a home computer genealo
gy program, such as Personal Ancestral 
File, from which you can create a 
GEDCOM format file and submit it to 
Ancestral File to add to the records listed 
there. You may also need to use the F3 
edit key to correct information already in 
Ancestral File, such as the death date for 
your Uncle Howard. Just submitting a 
P AF file will not replace existing infor
mation. 

More About Family Group 
Records Collections 

In addition to Ancestral File, there are 
paper and/or microfilmed copies of the 
family group records collection, where 
most of the same families listed in the 
International Genealogical Index can be 
found. This is especially true of those 
families with the Pre-1970 indicator, but 
may also be true of many others. In these 
family groups, the entire family as 
thought to exist at that time will be listed 
on the form-but each child only once and 
usually some source citations are also 
listed. However, in the IGI, the entries 
are not linked, and various family mem
bers may be listed multiple times, while 
others are not there at all. 

To find these collections of Family 
Group Records, look in the Family History 
Library Catalog™. If using the microfiche 
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edition, you may look under the title 
"Family Group Records Collection
Archive Section" or "Patrons Section" or 
you may look under the locality. If using 
the FamilySearch® edition, use the Locali
ty Search-town level, and type in Salt 
Lake City for the place, press F12 and 
ENTER. You want the topic Archives and 
Libraries which is the very first item on 
the list displayed. Press the F7 key, and 
when the list is presented select the F AM
IL Y GROUP RECORDS COLLECTION 
and move the curser to the one of your 
choice-for example, ARCHIVE SEC
TION (item 4 in the present [9-94] edi
tion of the Catalog). Now press F8 (and 
then ENTER) to obtain the call number. 
Once you are within the record, use the 
F3 key to move to the alphabetical area of 
your choice or the F4 key to move to a 
page number near where, you think the 
name will appear alphabetically. (You can 
also find them within the locality search 
by typing in Salt Lake City and then 
selecting the sub-topic Genealogy
Collected Works.) 

Once you have the number of one of 
the films from that collection, you can use 
the "Film/Fiche search" (Option D on the 
main menu) to bring up the record and 
select the correct film number for any 
other surname that you may want. Some 
pointers in selecting and using the films of 
these family groups may be helpful: 

• Names are arranged alphabetically by 
surname (actual spelling only-no stan
dard spellings) of the husband/father on 
the form, then by his given name (those 
with middle names follow those without), 
and when there is more than one by the 
same given name, chronologically by the 
year of birth (earliest first). A woman is 
generally listed by her maiden 
surname-if a parent on a form, she will 
be found under the name of her husband 
(if married multiple times, look under 
each husband for separate forms); if listed 
as a child, the entry will be found under 
the name of her father. To find this col
lection in the Family History Library 
Catalog by using the Film/Fiche number 
search, you can type in the first film no. 
1273501 for the Archive Collection. This 
collection correlates to many IGI entries 
submitted 1942-69. You can then find the 
alphabetical area for the surname of your 
choice, and note the specific film number 
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that you need. 
• In the catalog description of the 

Archive Records (family groups) there is 
an addendum after Z in the main listing 
where forms that were missed in the first 
filming were filmed separately. 

• There are also separate listings for 
some other segments, such as Family 
Group Records Collection: Archive Sec
tion-Oriental collection (Japanese, Chi
nese, Korean-first film no. 795724), and 
Polynesian (first film 1145143-use this 
Patron section filming-same forms and 
no restriction on circulation, continued on 
1364254 items 2-6); and one for Miscella
neous countries and Middle East (First 
film 1281096) and Greece (Film 
1281098). Studies show that while as 
many as 50 percent of these forms are also 
in the regular Archive Section filmings, 
others are only in these additional segments. 

• A unique thing about Archive Section 
family groups is the asterisk (*) that may 
be found after the name of a husband, 
wife, their parents, or children. This 
means that the individual is also listed on 
another family group record in this collec
tion. If the person is a child on this form, 
look for him or her as a parent on another 
form. (Caution: An * beside the name of 
a spouse of a child only means another 
spouse is listed on the back of the form.) 

• Keep in mind that the microfilmed 
Archive Record will almost always show 
only the final version of the family group 
record. For example, there will be no 
Archive Record for Simrod De 
Weese-only for Nimrod or Simrod show
ing all eight children and additional mar
riages under just the name of Nimrod 
Deweese (see Part I of this article). Don't 
miss your families by expecting to find 
them to perfectly match the IGI entry. 

• Family group records that were 
submitted for filing-only are called Pa
trons section family groups. The Patron 
Sections of the Family Group Records 
Collection also contain many of the family 
groups represented in the IGI-including 
many of those not found in the Archive 
Section (because the families were all 
LDS and did not require proxy temple 
work during the years of 1942-69 for any 
family member listed on the form-which 
was the purpose of the Archvie Records). 
There are several filmings of patrons 
forms, beginning with those submitted in 
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the 1920s. The collection of greatest value 
is probably the forms submitted 1962-79. 

Beginning in 1962, the Church asked 
the members to submit three generations 
of their families. These were microfilmed 
in segments as they were received. The 
first segment was one alphabetical listing 
for forms received 1962-65. There are 
often multiple copies of the same family 
group record with variances in some of 
the details. This is because different mem
bers submitted the same family record, 
but did not agree on some details. If you 
do not find a record in one filming, you 
can try another. In 1965 the fourth gener
ation was requested, and those who had 
not submitted earlier submitted all four 
generations at once. 

There is a consolidated filming of most 
of the forms for surnames that begin with 
A-Kelsey. The first film number for this 
collection is 1558711. The actual forms 
(except for those submitted in 1978-79) 
are available in the Joseph Smith Memori-

"Please note: While 
these records are 
helpful, there are 
known to be 
mistakes in them ... " 

al Building in Salt Lake City; filmed 
copies are available in the Library in Salt 
Lake City, or through family history 
centers. Most other patron collections, 
like the Archive Section, have only one 
form per family. 

Accuracy 
Please note: While these records are 

helpful, there are known to be mistakes in 
them. Sometimes these are only slight 
errors such as a year or two off in a birth 
or death or LDS ordinance date. Other 
times they contain the wrong link
ages-that is, they place a person in a 
family where he or she does not belong; 
they have the wrong parent or parents 
listed, or an incorrect spouse. Sometimes 
this is because there are two persons of 
the same name whose identities have 
become confused. Like all records, this is 

especially true for time periods that are 
too early for personal knowledge of those 
creating the record. When these records 
were created, original records were not 
available to allow better research. This 
problem is most prevalent for crossing the 
ocean-where a person was born in an
other country and died in America-and 
especially for Colonial America. 

Ancestral File often provides corrected 
information researchedfrom more reliable 
sources, often by professional researchers. 
Family organizations have often verified, 
documented, and where necessary, cor
rected their family lines. 

The Archive Records and Patrons 
Section forms are excellent quality infor
mation when they were submitted by a 
person whose name also appears as part 
of the family listed on the form. Forms 
submitted for direct-line ancestors are 
usually better researched than those sub
mitted for more distant relatives. The 
relationship of the heir or family represen
tative is stated. (Sometimes the submitter 
was more closely related.) Source cita
tions usually are also listed on the forms, 
which help in evaluating the accuracy. 

Summary 
The 1994 IGI Addendum indexes 

records from a variety of sources-many 
of them originating years ago. While 
some of these are from Extraction of vital 
records, most are from secondary, com
piled sources. When the original source is 
understood and the information used with 
understanding, it can be very helpful. To 
use it without additional research may be 
misleading. 

FamilySearch" is a registered trade
mark and International Genealogical In
dex, Ancestral File, and Family History 
Library Catalog are trademarks of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and used with their permission. 

[Elizabeth L. Nichols is a long-time 
employee of the Family History Depart
ment, an Accredited Genealogist, and a 
writer and teacher in the field. Her book, 
Genealogy in the Computer Age: Under
standing FamilySearch lIP, has been recog
nized by the American Library Associa
tion, Deseret Book Club, and Business 
Week Magazine. See FORUM 6:4 (Winter 
1994) p. 30 for a review of this book.] 
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WILL THE WORLD WIDE WEB 
WORK FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION? 
by Thomas P. Doherty, Wilmington, Delaware (tdoherty@magpage.com) 

Th~ . I?elaware Genealogical ~ociety has gone global. By 
vlsltmg our new World Wide Web site at http://www. 

magpage.com/ -tdoherty/, you can now access up-to-date infor
mation on the Delaware Genealogical Society (DGS) and our 
activities. Is a Web site a feasible option for your organization? 
Here is the Delaware story. 

A Sampling of What Is on the Site 
• Calendar of events: meetings, speakers, workshops, trips 
• List of old and current names of Delaware counties, hun

dreds, towns, places 
• Key genealogical information repositories with hours, 

directions, holdings 
• Links to other genealogical resources on the Web 
• Table of contents for all issues of the DGS Journal 
• List and description of publications with an order form you 

can print out and send in 
• Delaware Families Project description and style guide with 

sample entry and a list of 850 persons with their life span and 
which hundred they resided in 1787-1800 

• All queries from the last year's DGS newsletters, indexed 
and directly linked to author's e-mail address, when available. We 
now offer five free Web queries/member/year. 

What Does a Web Page Cost? 
This is a rapidly changing area, so you must shop around for 

the best price. Contact several providers whether they be global 
(Compuserve, America Online, Prodigy) or one of many local 
servers which are sprouting up in almost every small community 
to provide full graphical interface access to the Internet and the 
World Wide Web by a local phone call. DGS uses The Magnetic 
Page (info@magpage.com). 

Seek a server who offers a free personal Web page with a 
graphical interface account. Costs range from $10-50 per month 
with a $20-50 one-time setup charge. For commercial accounts, 
the rates are somewhat higher. Communication software, such as 
Netscape,® can be downloaded free from the Web. 

Designing Your First Web Page 
It is easy to get started. First, search the Web for a page 

designed the way you would like yours to look. To get an exact 
copy of the programming used to generate that page click on 
"File" then on "Save" in your Netscape® or other browser soft
ware while you are viewing the page. You will be asked to give 
the file a name and a location on your computer where you want 
the file saved. Then click "OK" with your mouse. Next, load that 
file into your favorite word processor and change the words to the 
ones you want to use for your own Web page. You do not need 
to change any of the HTML (hypertext markup language) pro
gramming, but you may if you understand it. Now save the 
modified file as an ASCII file. Ask your server how to get the 

tDELAWARE 
A warm welcome 10 aU 
who share an interest infamily history 
and in Delaware's people, past and present 
Tom Doherty, president 
• Calendar of Events: ~ 10120/95 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Meetings (11121: T.P.Doherty), Workshops and Trips 
o About the Society 
Our Mission Membership Benefits and the People Who Make It Work 
• Delaware Families Project: ,......, 8130/95 
Documenting all the families living in Delaware between 1787 and 1800 
o Other Genealogical Proietti 
Kelso Records, Delaware Newspaper Abstracts 
• Publications ••• and How to Order 
Delaware Research Guide DGS Journal 1782 Census, Newspaper Deaths, etc. 
• Delaware Counties Hundreds and Towns and Places 
A list 0/ old and current counties, hundreds, towns and places in Delaware 
o Genealogical Information Repositories; see a1so Genealogical Research Guide 
H;stRed1995) !Jg.fJ2 {construct:Government ~ Cemetery M!!Jl£ l1f11lMJ 
o Genealogical Queries, including Member Queries: .... 10/6/95 
How to find answers to Delaware genealogical questions 
o Professional Genealogical Research 

Names o/professionals specializing in Delaware genealogy 
• Genealogy on the World Wide Web 
Links to other genealogical resources on the world wide web including: 

Home Page Toolbox Oueries by RAND l:!!fi£ lJXJl.., U. S. Maps 

o Delaware GenealOgical Society - October 21, 1995 - comments to: tdoherty@magpage.com 

o Tom Doherty's Qther Interests and Favorite Links 
... All Descendants of Edward Melcher, a Baker of Portsmouth NH in 1657 
... All Descendants of Peter Fassig of Frei-Laubersheim, Hessen, GER in 1650 
... My Other Favorite Surnames: Wright, Estey, Tivy, Goodfellow, Slicer 
National Textile Center. Futures Research Delaware Web Sites Cunning & Associates 
Magnetic Page ~ ~ Whole Internet Libraries Stock Charts 

World Wule Web Home Page 
o/the Delaware Genealogical Society 

page you designed onto the Web, what name to give the file and 
the address of its Web site. 

Why Would Anyone 
Read Your Web Page? 
The four secrets to successful Web pages are: 

1. Give something away. If you visit our site, you will find a 
Delaware gazetteer and you may find someone else who is 
working on your family line through our Delaware Families 
Project or our queries. 

2. Keep it current. Constantly updating and adding new 
information encourages people to periodically revisit your site. 
We update the calendar, family names, new genealogical publica
tions, and where to go to do Delaware genealogical research. We 
add links to other useful pages; for example, the Delaware State 
Archives should have a page soon. 

3. Advertise! Include your Web site address, as you do your 
post office address, in your newsletter, journal, brochures, and 
correspondence. Register your site with the online guides to 
genealogical resources on the Web, such as The Genealogy Home 
Page at http://ftp.cac.psu.edu/-saw/genealogy.html, The Gene
alogical Toolbox at http://aires.uihr.uius.edu .helm/ genealogy.
html, The Genealogical On-Ramp at http://www.magibox.netl 
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-tfc and the RAND Genealogy Club at 
http://www .rand.org/personallGenea. 
Through the Submit-it Web page at 
http://submit-it.permalink. com I submit -itt , 
you can register your page through all the 
major search engines, such as Yahoo, 
Lycos, and Web Crawler. In addition, you 
should register with those who compile 
Web sites in your local geographical area, 
for example, we have registered our DGS 
Web pages with Delaware Technical & 
Community College's links to all Dela
ware Web sites at http://www.dtcc.edu/ 
delawarel and we are also linked to many 
other Web pages. 

4. Provide an e-mail link to someone 
in the organization who will answer spe
cific questions. With this feature, we now 
have about 50 inquiries per month result
ing in several new members, book orders 
and a growing interest in Delaware gene
alogy. Site visits have gone up every 
month since we began: July 225, August 
2703, September 3159. 

Getting Fancy-Graphics, 
Links & Forms 
Graphics should be kept simple and the 
file size small. To use the World Wide 
Web efficiently, you will need a modem 

of at least 14,400 baud, but many still try 
to browse the Web at 2400 baud, where 
even simple graphics take forever to load. 
There is nothing that will dissuade some
one from looking at your site more than 
graphics that take a long time to load, 
fancy or not. Even at 14,400 baud, load
ing complicated graphics is very slow, so 
you should put such graphics on another 
Web page and link to it with a warning to 
your visitors about how big is the graphic 
file. 

How Do Graphics Get to 
Your Web Site? 
If your page calls for a graphic, the 
graphic file has to be available on the 
server. To generate a graphic, you can 
electronically scan your logo and convert 
it to a gif file or better an 89A interlaced 
gif file using a variety of PC software 
packages, such as Paint Shop Pro which 
can be downloaded from the Jasc Web 
page at http://www.winternet.com/- jascl 
index.html for a one month free trial. If 
you want to use a graphic you see on the 
Web, just point at it with your mouse and 
click the right hand button. When a menu 
~ppears, choose "Save." You will be 
asked to name the graphics file and 

choose a location on your computer where 
you want to save the graphic. Fill in that 
information and click on "OK" with your 
mouse. Now, you have an exact copy of 
the graphic which you can then upload to 
your Web site. 

What's to Come? 
We are witnessing only the dawning of 

the World Wide Web age. Access to 
genealogical information is growing rapidly 
on the Web. For example, check out the 
searchable databases linked to our site: 
Illinois public land sales 1815-80, Ken
tucky deaths 1911-86, Maine archives 
holdings, and many more. New genealogi
cal Web sites are being added weekly. 
Will a World Wide Web site work for 
your organization? Give it a try. You will 
be pleasantly surprised. 

[Tom Doherty is the president of the 
Delaware Genealogical Society and a 
professional genealogist. He is an inde
pendent futurist specializing in tailored 
presentations, technological and social 
trend forecasting, strategic planning and 
futures research. Dr. Doherty may be 
reached bye-mail at tdoherty@magpage. 
com or by clicking on his e-mail address 
from the DGS Web page.] 

u.s. Catholic Sources 
A Diocesan Research Guide 

Compiled By Virginia Humling 

Church records provide a primary resource for family history. Individuals with United 
States Roman Catholic ancestry will find this guide indispensable. While the parish 
remains the most fundamental unit for research, diocesan archives often contain copies 
of diocesan newspapers and records from closed parish churches. For every archdiocese 
and diocese in the United States, this guide identifies the records available and a con-
tact person for each location. Additional libraries and societies with Catholic records 
are also cited. 
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LOOKING BACK ... . PART IV -1990-1994 
This final segment of a brief look at the 

history of FGS considers the period 1990-
1994. The most significant accomplish
ments concerned growth: growth in mem
bership, in FORUM distribution, and in 
activism by the Federation. 

Activism & Involvement 
Few appointments are as critical to the 

genealogical community as is that of the 
National Archivist of the United States. 
For the two years prior to the May 1995 
selection of John W. Carlin, the Federa
tion closely monitored the selection pro
cess, initiating letter-writing campaigns 
when necessary, and providing input when 
possible. At the same time, FGS supported 
the outreach endeavors of Acting Archi
vist, Trudy Huskamp Peterson. 

An early and ongoing focus of the 
Federation has been the preservation and 
open access to records. During this last 
quarter, FGS marshalled the forces of a 
wide contingency of record users to con
front policies that would have adversely 
affected record access. Through the maga-

. zine, FORUM, individual readers and 
society officers were alerted to situations 
that required their consideration and ac
tion. 

One such emergency was the threat to 
the National Archives-New England Re
gion. Located in Waltham near Boston, 
the branch faced closure because of politi
cal favor-swapping. A no-holds barred 
article in FORUM 2:3 (Fall 1990 pp. 
3-4) by Loretto Dennis Szucs, challenged 
the announced move which would have 
propelled more than 17,000 cubic feet of 
records across the state and out of easy 
reach of the highly populated areas and 
numerous academic institutions of the 
eastern seaboard. Serving 8,500 visitors a 
year, the Boston-area site was one of the 
busiest of the regional archives, and its 
closure would not only inconvenience 
regular users in the area but could set a 
precedent for other regions. "The Nation
al Archives-Another Political Football" 
identified members of Congress to whom 
readers could express their concern. The 
resulting activism ended the threat of 
closure for the New England region. 

Opening records new to the genealogi
cal community also involved the Federa-

tion. FGS was represented on a trip to the 
Soviet Union in March 1990 by past 
president Velma Hash Rice. As part of the 
US/uSSR Genealogical Exchange, these 
delegates demonstrated how a proposed 
clearinghouse (now operational) between 
the two countries could function. Organi
zations represented were the National 
Archives, the National Genealogical Soci
ety and the Federation. By 1992, the way 
was clear for American genealogists to 
request research in Russian archives. 

The funding of agencies which promote 
record preservation was a concern of the 
Federation during this period. A letter 
from FGS to the National Historic Publi
cations and Records Commission (NHPRC), 
dated 18 August 1992, urged "the Con
gress of the U.S. to reauthorize the 
NHPRC at levels that will enable it to 
strengthen programs of benefit to the 
thousands of American citizens who de
pend on records preservation for research 
on their families' histories." 

In 1993, FGS joined forces with the 
National Genealogical Society to create 
the Records Preservation and Access 
Committee. Chaired by James W. Warren 
(MN) of FGS, committee members Linda 
McCleary (AZ), Joy Reisinger (WI), and 
Thomas Kemp (FL) were named by FGS 
and Donn Devine (DE) and Brice M. 
Clagget (VA) represented NGS. These 
appointments provided expertise and wide 
geographical distribution: important com
ponents for the task. 

In 1994 FGS led a delegation of repre
sentatives from the genealogical community 
in a meeting with National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) staff 
concerning the retention of Railroad Re
tirement Board Pension Files. One result 
of the meeting was that a stop-order had 
been placed on the further destruction of 
RRB Pensions Papers. In addition, NARA 
agreed to expand the review process to 
include other federal records which may 
have significant amounts of personal, 
identifying data and solicit input from the 
genealogical community during the formu
lation process for new federal records 
retention schedules. 

Membership 
Between November 1989 and January 

1991, FGS membership increased 60 
percent. The year 1990 was a transitional 
year when dues were prorated to make all 
memberships due on January 1. Dues 
were increased in 1991 (the only increase 
in 20 years of operation) to the current 
level, based on size of organization. 
While initially the dues increase resulted 
in a drop of renewals, total membership 
by the end of 1994 had climbed to over 
300. 

A successful program that encouraged 
dues receipt was the early renewal dues 
discount. Initiated for 1991, this program 
provided a 20 percent discount to any 
organization paying dues by November 
30, 1990. The response was excellent; 
over 100 renewals came in before Decem
ber. 

The Delegate Role 
Another focus during this five-year 

period was the delegate. Vice-president 
Fran Carter conducted a get-acquainted 
session at the Salt Lake City Conference 
in 1990. Such occasions continue to be a 
major part of Federation conferences, 
along with a full-day society management 
workshop that evolved from a handful of 
lectures at the Phoenix Conference in 
1992. The current pre-conference manage
ment seminar has built on experience 
gained at several FGS conferences, nota
bly the 1983 conference at Hartford, 
Connecticut, which had a society manage
ment track. 

In 1991, David Rencher conducted an 
extensive survey of delegates. Results: 
most delegates had served two-and-a-half 
years. Some did not know they were 
delegates until they received the survey. 
Respondents ranked the top five issues 
facing their society as: (1) attracting new 
members, (2) program and seminar ideas, 
(3) securing & keeping good volunteers, 
(4) securing and keeping good officers, 
and (5) attendance at meetings. 

The first issue of the Delegate Digest 
was distributed in September 1993. The 
editor, Birdie Monk Holsclaw, a delegate 
from Colorado, designed a sleek, single
page newsletter with timely news of inter
est to delegates. For her efforts, Birdie 
Monk Holsclaw became the first recipient 
of the Delegate Award, established in 
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1993. Birdie continued to 
edit the Digest until Loretto 
Szucs assumed responsibility 
for the December 1994 and 
Spring 1995 issues. The 
Digest is now edited by 
Sammie Townsend Lee of 
Dallas, Texas. 

Projects and 
Publications 

Under president Glade I. 
Nelson, the Federation 
undertook a national project of immense 
proportions: the Civil War Soldiers Index 
Project. Announced in fall of 1991, this 
joint effort between the National Park Ser
vice, the Genealogical Society of Utah, 
the National Archives, and the Federation, 
would require massive numbers of volun
teers and countless hours of supervision 
and administration. The Federation agreed 
to undertake the role of volunteer coordi
nator. On 28 April 1993, in Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana, the first entry was made into the 
Civil War Soldiers System. 

As part of the Federation's commit
ment to provide quality products and 
services to societies, the Society Strategy 
Series, a collection of four-page informa
tive papers, was designed. By August 
1991, two titles by Marsha Rising and 
Sandra Luebking on program ideas for 
meeting planners were available. In the 
next 11 months, 13 more titles were pro
duced by authors Betty Kaufman, David 
Rencher, Sandra Luebking. Fran Carter, 
Desmond Walls Allen and Marsha Rising. 
Production was by Rising, Luebking, and 
Rencher. In 1994, a full set of papers 
formed the nucleus of a membership 
package for new and renewing members. 
Since that time, new member societies 
receive a full package, and renewing soci
eties receive all new titles for the proceed
ing year. 

Although Federation presidents had 
maintained internal communications with 
board members, the network was formal
ized 09 November 1992 with the first 
issue of the Board Bulletin. The Bulletin 
was a regular newsletter for the FGS 
management team, and to receive it, offi
cers and board members submitted 
SASEs. David Rencher and Sandra 
Luebking edited the Bulletin until January 
1994 when the current editor, Linda 
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McCleary, assumed the role. 
Three other landmarks occurred within 

this period. Karen Mauer Green, in 
charge of publicity, began writing a regu
lar column in Everton's Genealogical 
Helper to inform readers of Federation 
activities that need their attention, particu
larly in the area of records access. In 
1992, Betty Kaufman revised the very 
popular A Guide for the Organization and 
Management· of Genealogical Societies, 
and Joy Reisinger compiled Index to NGS 
and FGS Conferences and Syllabi. The 
latter was a joint publication with the 
National Genealogical Society. 

Management 
The Federation's three presidents dur

ing this five-year period were Marsha 
Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG, who held 
office during 1990; Glade I. Nelson, AG, 

who served during 1991-92; and Curt B. 
Witcher, FUGA, FGS's current president, 
whose tenure began in 1993. Each of 
these three presidents made significant and 
distinct contributions to the organization, 
as is evidenced by this accounting. In one 
area, however, their impact was cumula
tive: establishing an office with paid staff. 

After decades of dreaming and years of 
planning, the Federation was able to 
dedicate an office managed by a paid 
professional. Marsha Rising, through a 
dues increase during her tenure, sought to 
provide a financial base to make a profes
sional office and staff possible. Glade 
Nelson took the next step and engaged a 
part-time secretary, Jackie Myers, who 
conducted business for a number of months. 
During Curt Witcher's first two years, 
David and Tamara Rencher assumed re
sponsibilities on a full-time basis. The 
office was ably managed by the Renchers 

into mid-1995. Virtually every 
Federation president had ex
pended countless hours in pre
paring for this goal. 

Forum 
The mailing list had grown 

from 173 in 1980 to 1,000 in 
1985 to 5,000 in 1989, to over 
65,000 in 1990. The 1990 in
crease was a result of Ancestry, 
Inc., subsidizing FORUM to 
provide free subscriptions to 

individuals. In 1993, FORUM changed to 
a subscription-only distribution. The re
sponse was good, and FORUM has con
tinued to enjoy a stable and satisfactory 
subscription base. 

In 1990, Sandra H. Luebking assumed 
the editorship after the four-year tenure of 
Loretto D. Szucs. Christine Rose contin
ued as editor of the Family Associations 
column and in spring 1993, Marsha H. 
Rising became book review editor. In 
1994, Gary Mokotoff took over all pro
duction responsibilities. Gary streamlined 
the format and adopted a three-column, 
40-page issue with less advertising and 
more feature articles. 

Conferences: Some ffighlights 
FGS presented five well-received con

ferences during this period. 
1990: Windows to the Past, Salt Lake 

City, UT. Hosted by Utah Genealogical 
Society. Celebrity banquet speaker, Ms. 
Helen Reddy, celebrated singing and 
acting sensation, was the banquet speaker. 
Free reception at Pioneer Trails State Park 
to view a magnificent sunset over the 
Great Salt Lake. 

1991: All American Conference, Ft. 
Wayne, IN. Hosted by Allen County 
Public Library Historical Genealogy Divi
sion. Library held "Moonlight Madness 
Extravaganza," with research hours ex
tended to midnight. Conference drew 
more than 1,600 persons. 

1992: New Horizons, Phoenix, AZ. 
Hosted by Arizona Genealogical Advisory 
Board. First to dedicate a sub-seminar to 
society management topics. A warm and 
friendly atmosphere. 

1993: Gateway to the Past, St. Louis, 
MO. Hosted by the Missouri State Genea
logical Association. Despite flooding 
problems that summer, the conference was 



well attended and deemed successful. 
Twenty sessions (some repeats) on the 
society management sub-seminar. 

1994: On to Richmond, Richmond, 
VA. Hosted by the Virginia Genealogical 
Society. Society management sub-seminar 
a great success. The James Dent Walker 
Memorial lecture was established to honor 
Mr. Walker, who died in early 1994. First 
lecturer was Tony Burroughs at Richmond. 

Awards 
Five awards were established during 

this period. The Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern 
Humanitarian Award honors the rare 
individual whose positive personal influ
ence and example have fostered unity in 
the genealogical community. This award 
was established in January 1994 in honor 
of Rabbi Stern who had generously and 
effectively served FGS for more than a 
decade. 

The David S. Vogels, Jr. Award, 
presented to an individual in recognition 
of outstanding career contributions to 
FGS, was created 9 March 1990 to honor 
the memory and accomplishments of 
David S. Vogels of Denver, the FGS 
president from 1982-84. 

The Delegate A ward was established in 
February 1993 in recognition of exemplary 
service to FGS as a member of an FGS 
standing committee or an active partic
ipant in an FGS project. 

The Presidential Citation is presented 
to an individual or organization whose 
contributions or service to FGS or the 
genealogical community are singled out 
for recognition by the FGS president. This 
award was established in 1992. 

This concludes the history of the past 
20 years of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies. The present success of the 
Federation is the result of countless indi
viduals whose names should have 
appeared within this brief history, but did 
not. Whether contributing a significant 
single contribution or long and exemplary 
service, they have provided the foundation 
for what we know today as the Federa
tion. Thank you all: past officers, direc
tors, committee chairs, organizations 
which have supported the Federation 
through membership or by other means, 
and the genealogical community which 
continues to recognize the Federation as 
its collective voice. 
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BRIDGING THE GAP 
by Karen Clifford, Chairman, Delegate Relations Subcommittee 

Each FGS member organization is 
asked to appoint a delegate soon after 
the first of the new year. This article is 
a reminder to societies of the impor
tance of identifying a delegate and then 
empowering the delegate to workfor the 
society through FGS. 

When I was on a diet recently, some
one told me I should tell others of my 
intent to lose weight. Having to report 
back, they explained, would strengthen 
my resolve. On the assumption that strate
gy works with any new undertaking, I 
would like to share with you what the 
Delegate Relations Subcommittee has set 
as goals for the coming year. 

After listening to the suggestions of 
delegates from your organizations at the 
Delegate Caucus in Seattle, we deter
mined that a large communication gap 
exists between FGS and our constitu
ents. For instance, not all delegates 
attending this FGS conference under
stood the role they are to play in FGS. 
Many societies did not plan on their 
delegates serving year round. Some 
societies had not named their delegates 
until shortly before the conference, so 
they had insufficient background to 
discuss the issues addressed at the con
ference. 

To better communicate our expecta
tions, the delegate relations subcommit
tee has, therefore, decided to work on 
two strategy papers to provide informa
tion in this area. The first is to be titled, 
"The Role of a Delegate," and the 
second, "Being an FGS Member Soci
ety." 

A membership renewal flyer will 
soon be sent to your treasurer. As part 
of this mailing there is an attachment 
requesting information on who your 
delegate is going to be for 1996 and 
where the delegate can be reached. The 
new strategy papers should be available 
the first of the year to help clarify any 
misconceptions. 

Having now shared our commitment 
with you to better define and communi
cate our expectations, we hope you will 
reciprocate and share your expectations 
with us. Write to us at the FGS Busi-

ness Office, P.O. Box 830220, Richard
son, TX 75083-0220, and share your 
ideas about what should be included in 
the "Role of a Delegate" paper. 

I'd love to hear your success stories 
and your "Close to the ground encoun
ters" -both your successes and the 
times that President Witcher calls "Fall
ing on your face." What is working and 
not working with your society? 

We've all had difficulties in our 
societies, but as I learned during the 
pre-conference workshops for delegates, 
difficult times can bring about the great
est growth if they are approached posi
tively. 

Thank you for the suggestions you 
made at the Delegate Caucus. You have 
emboldened and empowered this com
mittee by your responses. Those in 
attendance heard ideas ranging from 
formal delegate procedures to informal 
displays of gratitude. 

Some of the successful ideas present
ed include: 

• We put the appointment of a dele
gate directly in our bylaws so that we 
are always reminded each January to 
appoint a new one and to notify FGS. 

• My society makes me feel needed 
by having me, as a delegate, report each 
month to the board. 

• Our society places the delegate 
report on the agenda, just like the treas
urer's report. 

• My society paid my way (some 
paid conference fees) if I would report 
back to the society what I learned. I 
show my gratitude by giving a super 
report. 

Speaking of gratitude, I would feel 
pretty ungrateful if I did not thank you 
all for the wonderful, wonderful re
sponses you gave during the caucus. It 
was my first time chairing this meeting, 
and I was pretty nervous. That is until 
you began laughing with me. Then I felt 
like I was among friends. My greatest 
reward came during that caucus as we 
discussed our successes and failures. As 
a fellow delegate I felt united with you, 
and it was evident that together we ARE 
making a difference. 
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND 
Educational opportunities abound in 1996 and early 1997. Each of the institutes listed below offers stimulating instruction, nationally 

known faculty, campus or near-site lodging at special rates, and pleasant classroom settings. All this, plus the opportunity to share 
time with folks who are as excited about genealogy as you are. Please note: many courses have limited enrollment so early registration 
is essential. Applications for scholarships are also due early. 

INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGY & HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

9-14 JUNE 1996. BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

Thirty-one years of providing quality education marks this institute. Endorsed by the Board for Certification of Genealogists, IGHR 
offers five course selections plus a study/research trip to the British Isles each July: Fundamentals of Genealogical Research; 
Intermediate Genealogy; The Old South and Some Border States (DE, FL, GA, NC, PA, SC, VA); Advanced Genealogical Methods; and 
Writing & Publishing for Genealogy. IGHR will offer two special topic courses. They are Genealogical Artifacts: Their Identification, 
Preservation, and Utilization, and Irish Genealogy At Home and Abroad. 

The IGHR Genealogical Study and Research Tour in the British Isles will be held from 2-25 July 1996. Participants are housed at 
Samford's London Study Centre in South Kensington. The research emphasis for 1996 will be England and Wales. The English 
researcher is Sherry Irvine. The Welsh research leaders are John and Shiela Rowlands. 

Write Dr. Joan Kirchman Mitchell, Director, IGHR, Samford University Library, 800 Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, AL 35229 
or phone (205) 870-2780 or fax (205) 870-2483. Scholarships and academic credit available for some courses. 

GENEALOGICAL INSTITUTE OF MID-AMERICA 

8-11 JULY 1996 • SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 

The third annual Genealogical Institute of Mid-America will be held in the Public Affairs Center on the University of Illinois at 
Springfield campus. The campus is readily accessible via interstate, rail and air in historic Mid-America. 

Three intensive course offerings are available for 1996. Genealogical Family History Research Methods Part I and Genealogical 
Family History Research Methods Part II each offer one research field trip. Bridging the Atlantic from 1642 to 1861 will be the third 
course offering. Courses are in session five hours daily and there are optional evening topics to be announced such as Internet Surfing 
for Genealogists. A special 1996 elective is a Friday workshop on PAF Basics. This will be held July 12 and will include a full day 
of lectures with lab time provided. 

Class enrollment size is limited for a personal and intimate atmosphere in the modern conference center. On campus apartment 
housing or motel with modest rates are available. Area research facilities include the State Historical Library with an eastern states 
collection, State Archives with a collection of National Archives Military Records on film, one of seven Illinois Regional Archives, 
and the McLean County Genealogical Society and LDS Family History Center. 

The Institute, co-sponsored by the Illinois State Genealogical Society, offers a unique opportunity to meet with other family research 
enthusiasts and share experiences. 

A detailed brochure will be available February 1 upon request from Julie Slack, Continuing Education Coordinator, University of 
Illinois at Springfield, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243 or call (217) 786-7464. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 

15-19 JULY 1996 • WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The granddaddy of genealogical programs, the National Institute on Genealogical Research, at one time, ran a full three weeks. In 

more recent years the focus has changed, and NIGR is now an intensive week-long study opportunity for experienced and serious 
researchers (genealogists, archivists, historians and librarians). 

Convening in Washington, D.C., NIGR utilizes the facilities and records of the National Archives, offering in-depth examinations 
of the common and not-so-common sources found there. This year, lectures on records of the State Department, Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, War Claims, Federal Court and Indian Records will supplement the more fundamental census, military, and 
passenger arrival records. 

The institute also explores other research repositories in D.C. and its environs. Past groups have visited the Library of Congress 
and the library of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution as part of this rich and lively program. This year, 
a trip to Archives II - home of many records from our nation's past - will highlight the week. 

The Richard S. Lackey Memorial Scholarship is a tuition-only scholarship offered annually by NIGR's alumni association. It is 
available to an individual working with the public in the field of genealogy. For a scholarship application write: Lackey Scholarship, 
c/o NIGR, Alumni Association, address below. Scholarship applications must be postmarked by March 1. 

To be placed on the Institute's mailing list, write NIGR, P.O. Box 14274, Washington, D.C. 20044-4274. Brochures containing pro
gram details and application form will be available in February. Class size is limited to 40. 
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INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGICAL STUDIES 

21-26 JULY 1996 • PLANO, TEXAS 

The Genealogical Institute of Texas has a new name, a new sponsor, and new directors, but the best things have remained the same: 
the high-caliber courses of study, hands-on teaching methods, and high level of expertise of the staff. As this institute offers its fourth 
year of courses, it will do so as the Institute of Genealogical Studies. It is a name that reflects the goals and scope of the week-long 
school held each July in Texas. 

The 1996 Institute will be at the Harvey Hotel in Plano, Texas (just north of Dallas). America's genealogists will have eight courses 
from which to choose in 1996: Basic Genealogy; Intermediate Genealogy; Advanced Genealogy; Creative Problem Solving; For Land's 
Sake: Analysis & Platting; The Military Paper Trail; On the Road with IGS: Exploring Research Repositories; and From Colonial 
Englishmen to Revolutionary Americans, 1607-1783. 

For a detailed brochure, write to the Institute of Genealogical Studies, P.O. Box 25556, Dallas, TX 75225-5556. Or contact Sammie 
Townsend Lee, phone (214) 349-1435 or fax (214) 349-0119. 

SALT LAKE INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGY 

20-24 JANUARY 1997 • SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

With the Salt Lake Genealogical Institute recently completing its successful inaugural session, plans are underway for a second 
excellent learning opportunity. The site of this unique experience is the Howard Johnson Hotel in Salt Lake City, adjacent to the world
famous Family History Library where students and teachers will make extensive use of the facilities of that library. Institute students 
will apply to attend one of up to seven different courses, each with at least 20 hours of instruction, assignments geared to their research 
needs, and feedback on their applied research. 

Limited enrollment and the application process ensures that the teachers can prepare their classes with the students in mind. The 
course selection will meet the needs of intermediate, advanced and professional genealogists by including courses on Professional 
Genealogy, Irish Research, one European area, Computer-aided Research, as well as intermediate and advanced U.S. research and other 
topics still being determined. 

Application forms and the Institute program booklet will be available in May. To request application materials, write to: Salt Lake 
Institute of Genealogy, P.O. Box 1144, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-1144. 

Find Your Ancestors FAST 
Family Tree MakerTM Deluxe Edition 
does more than print family trees. 
It includes an index of more than 
100 MILLION names that helps you 
find your ancestors. Now, you can create 
a lasting record of your family history! 

Who Are You Related To? 
Like most people, Derek Erb thought 
researching his family history would 
be time-consuming. That is, until he 
discovered Family Tree Maker with the 
FamilyFinder'" Index ... It lists the 
names of more than 100 million people 
who appear in centuries of state and 
federal records. 

"An Explosion of Information" 
With the FamilyFinder, Derek easily 
found names of 40 ancestors. While 
the actual records are far too vast 
to be included on this one CD, the 
FamilyFinder did tell Derek exactly 
where he could find more information 
about each relative listed. 

Instead of searching through a library, Derek 
purchased these records from us. We have 
over 50 fact-filled CDs to choose from. 

@Copyrigrt1995Bro:ierbundSoftware,lnc',AllproduotsaetradernerkscAtheirraspectiYeholders. 

Using the CD records, Derek expanded 
his family tree by three generations. Derek 
called it "an explosion of information!" 

Heirloom-Quality Family Trees 
In seconds, you too can discover your 
ancestors. Add these names and facts 
together with what you already know 
about your family. Then, Family Tree 
Maker will automiltically print your 
family tree in a variety of beautiful styles. 
And they're perfect for framing, too! 

Multimedia Family Albums and More 
Family Tree Maker also stores photos, 
video, audio, scanned documents, and 
even your cherished family stories. 
It creates calendars, labels, and more! 
Don't miss the chance to preserve your 
family history - Order Today! 

r--------------------------------
I $69.99 New Version 3.0! 

Plus shipping & tax. CD-ROM 
For Windows® 3.1 and Windows 95 
Call m 800-474-8696 and ask for 655 
9O-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 
Sold at software stores everywhere or call us direct. 

~Broderbund' 
Banner Blue Division 
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G ENE A LOG I CAL PUB LIS H I N G C O. 
/Yew 1995 Editionsl 

COUI'tTY COURTHOUSE BOOK. By B/izabeth Petty Bentley. 
New Second ed. 81/2" x 11'.405 pp. 1995. #425. $34.95 

This is a complete overhaul of the 1990 classic, featuring updated coverage 
of 3,125 county jurisdictions and 1,577 New England towns and independent 
Virginia cities, details of the 18 Vermont probate districts, 9 Massachusetts dis
tricts, and 12 Connecticut judicial districts. Mrs. Bentley here presents the names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and dates of organization of;ill county courthouses, 
and for those that responded to her survey (65 percent), a concise summary of 
record holdings, personnel, and services. This concise guide to the county court
houses and courthouse records is just the book every genealogist needs! 

THE GENEALOGIST'S ADDRESS BOOK. By B/izabeth Petty 
Bentley. Third ed. 8 1/2" xII". 653 pp., indexed. 1995. 
#427. $34.95 

A full third larger than the previous edition, the new 3rd edition of the 
Genealogist's Address Book features hundreds of new entries and changes to 
more than 80% of the existing entries. The first national Yellow Pages for the 
genealogist, the Genealogist's Address Book is the only comprehensive source 
of names, addresses, and phone numbers for the thousands of national, state, 
and local genealogical institutions, as well as the host of special resources re
lated to genealogy. If you own the previous edition, you'll certainly want to own 
this. It's comprehensive, up-to-date, and totally indispensable. 

Third Editionl 

INTERNATIONAL VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK. By Thomas 
J. Kemp. Third ed. 8-1/2' x 11".430 pp. 1994. #3148. 
$29.95 

This time-saver of a book is a complete, up-to-date collection of birth, mar
riage, divorce, and death record applications forms for the U.S. and the rest of 
the world. Current procedures for obtaining the appropriate certificate are also 
given for each state, province, territory, or country. This new edition is twenty
five percent larger than the previous one and now includes divorce record appli
cations. 

The most original how-to book in yearsl 

WHEN YOUR OX IS IN THE DITCH: Genealogical How·to 
Letters. By Vera McDowell. 8 1/2' x 11".161 pp., indexed. 
(1992), repro 1995. #3515. $19.95 

Ten years after they first began to appear in Southern Echoes, Vera McDowell's 
advice letters were assembled in the form of a how-to manual and grouped into 
chapters covering topics ranging from record-keeping and numbering systems 
to courthouses and cemeteries-traditional fare with a special McDowell twist! 
Under the title When Your Ox is in the Ditch (i.e., when you're stuck), the com
piled letters are now being released to an even wider audience by Genealogical 
Publishing Company. 

"Vera manages to give sound advice and detailed instruction, and to make 
genealogy sound like fun-which it is."-The Connecticut Nutmegger (March 
1993). 

Reprinted with a new foreword by the authorl 

FINDING OUR FATHERS. By Dan Rottenberg. 429 pp.(1977), 
repro 1995. #5000. $19.95 

In this classic work Dan Rottenberg demonstrates that, despite the Holo
caust, one can trace Jewish ancestry by probing the memories of living relatives, 
examining marriage licenses, gravestones, ship passenger lists, naturalization 
records and other public documents, and by looking for clues in family tradi
tions and customs. 

Supplementing the "how-to" instructions is a guide to some 8,000 Jewish 
family names, giving the origins of the names, sources of information about 
each family, and names of related families whose histories have been recorded. 

Expanded Revised Editionsl 

GERMAN·AMERICAN NAMES. By Oeorge F'. Jones. 320 pp. 
1995. #3077. $25.00 

This is an A-Z dictionary of German-American names with the spellings, 
meanings, and variants of about 15,000 names. The lengthy introduction dis
cusses the development of German names, name sources, name variations, and 
some of the special characteristics of German-American names. The vast amount 
of information in the dictionary itself is unequalled in any other work on this 
subject. Contains several thousand more entries than in the first edition. 

MA YFWWER INCREASINGS. By Susan B. Roser. 7' x 10". 
179 pp. total, indexed. 1995. #4995. $20.00 

Mrs. Roser's work provides an accurate and reliable summary of all that is 
presently known about the passengers of the Mayflower for the first three gen
erations in America-names, dates, places, spouses, children, etc. Unique to the 
Roser work, each third generation listing includes references to records or sources 
that will help the researcher find fourth and fifth generation children. Fully 
indexed, this new edition contains at least three times as much information as 
before. 

:J1Je Wo~ of .. ;"""·s Baxter 
HEn.» &VPDAJEDI 

···INSEARCUof YOUR E(JROPEANROO'l'5.· A Complete 
Guide to Tracing Your Aft«:estonJ in Every Country in 
Europe. 2nd ed. 304pp" paper. 1994. #:595.$16.95 

In SeIlrch oJYour European RtitJl$ is designed to guide the reader throul#t 
the complexities of genealogical research in 31 countries un the European con'- . 
tifient, whether the research is conducted in person or by correspondence. This 
revised edition includes new chapters on the (lountd~ of .Eastern Europe. ·7' 

IN SEARCH OF YOUR GERMAN kOc:rrS.~ A ~~;Iete Quid~'" 
to Traw.g Your AnCestors in the Germanic Area$ of 
Europe. :5rd ed. 122 pp., paper. 1994. #396. $11.95 

Mr. Baxter's. book on Getman ancestry will help you not only with Germany, 
but with all the Gertllllll-spealdng areas of E\II:ope, This 3rd edition includes 
addresses with the new S-diglt PII,tal c!ld~, and reflects changes brought abuilt, 
by tin! UIlifi9lt!J9Jl.of~st and West 'GetmIii!y. . ... . ..~ 

IN SEARCH ~OF 'Y9va lUU11$1 .. fIl.1RISII ROOTS. :5rd ed. 32 
pp.t paper. 1994. #393 .. fl ~, ..... ~ 

Whether you conduct your re .. '. .ar ~~~. ~ bOok·· 
tWide you in finding your ancestors in Britain: or Ireland. UPdated f~the 1 
the work features extremely detailed coverage of Engli$h records and repositQ;.· 
ries;;' . 

IN SEARCH OFYOUR~~~~ 
paper. 1994. #391. $16.95 .... .... .. . 

.•. With coverage of all the major iecordeategories--immi~on; cenllUS;.laild 
and homestead, military, and so on-this booMs ~ far the best introducti<ln to 
Canadian genealogy. It features a province-by-provioce survey of genealogical 
soureesin each of the tenprovince,s!1D9 the Yukon and Northwest territories. 

A Digest of EARLY CONNECTICUT PROBATE RECORDS. By 
Charles William Manwaring. 3 vols. 2,224 pp. total, indexed. 
(1904-06), repro 1995. #3690. The set: $150.00 

These three impeccably edited volumes cover the wills, inventories, distri
butions of estates, and court records of the people who settled in the district of 
Connecticut embracing Hartford, Wethersfield, and Windsor, or no fewer tha~ 
40 Connecticut towns. Some 30,000 persons are named here in all, and each\ 
volume in the set has an index to estates and one to names. " 

GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO.' 1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202· 1-800-296-6687 
Please send me the following books: 
Item # Title Price 

Postage & Handling: One book $3.50; each additional book $1.25. 
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan residents add 6% sales tax. 
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How TO PuRCHASE GENEALOGICAL SOFTW ARE 
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS 

by Paul Milner, Park Ridge, Illinois 

I bought my first computer back in 1985 • keep track of thousands of refer-
for two purposes: to organize my gene- ences for a one name study; 

alogy information and to make writing the • index original or secondary source 
outlines for my weekly speeches easier. material? 
The selection process I went through is as This question forces you to look at 
valid now as it was then. The major dif- what you are currently doing to organize 
ference is that the options have multiplied. your family information on paper. Ask 
I ended up with a "portable" computer the yourself what you like about the way your 
size of a compact sewing machine with a information is on paper and what you 
small built in monitor, two disk drives, want to do differently. I wanted to be able 
and no hard disk. It was a DOS based to produce ancestral charts and family 
machine with 256K of RAM. That com- group sheets quickly to send with my 
puter is a collector's item now and has correspondence. 
been sold. When you have analyzed your needs, 

The software I settled on was Family dream a little. What might you like to do 
Roots for the genealogy and Wordstar for with all this information a few years from 
the writing. I have changed word-proces- now? This may be tough to answer if you 
sor programs four times since then but I are just beginning. But think carefully 
still use Family Roots as my primary about it, so that the software you choose 
genealogy program. will accommodate current and future 

The question is: on what basis did I needs. 
make my selection, and what would I do You now know what you want to do 
differently today? and why. How you proceed will depend 

. I was buying a computer for the first on whether you are purchasing your first 
time and you may be too, or you may computer or whether you already have a 
already have a computer and seek to add computer and are adding another software 
a genealogy program. I will outline the program. 
questions you need to answer before you 
purchase and tell you how to get help. Applications 

Purpose 
The first question you need to ask 

yourself: Why do you want a genealogical 
software program? This is not a rhetorical 
question, but rather one to get you think
ing seriously about what it is that you 
want to accomplish with your software. 
Do you want the program to help you: 

• record names, dates and places 
connected with your family; 

• produce decorative group sheets and 
charts to share with family mem
bers; 

• produce group sheets and charts to 
share your data with other re
searchers; 

• submit family data for temple ordi
nances; 

• track all the sources you have 
searched and what you found in that 
process; 

• layout your data in book format; 

If you do not have a computer yet, you 
should consider what other applications 
you also need, ego word-processor, 
spreadsheet, database, graphics, etc. The 
goal is to find the software you like and 
need and then decide on which computer 
it operates. 

It's important to remember that there 
are more genealogy programs written for 
DOS-operated computers than any other 
system. However, your choice should be 
based on your total needs, not just the 
needs of one program. 

The next step is the same whether you 
have a computer or not. Start reading 
magazines and books about computers and 
genealogy. Become familiar with some of 
the jargon of computers and software. 
Read reviews of genealogy software and 
how-to articles in magazines such as 
Genealogical Computing or Genealogical 
Helper. Read some of the books listed in 
the bibliography at the end of this article. 

This literature might be available through 
your society, your local public library or 
a society member who could loan you 
some to get you started. 

Getting Help 
This reading will educate you and give 

you a sense of what is available in the 
market place. Then you need to seek help. 
If there is a computer users group that is 
part of your local genealogical society, or 
a neighboring society, attend their meet
ings. See some demonstrations of a vari
ety of software and ask your questions. 
When people know you are serious they 
will take the time to help. 

Here's what you should be asking 
others: 

• What do they like about their soft
ware? 

• What don't they like about their 
software? 

• What other software have they tried 
and why they didn't they stay with 
it? 

• What would they do differently if 
they were starting over? 

Software Selection 
Now here are some additional things to 

evaluate when selecting a genealogy pro
gram. 

First, look carefully at the process of 
data entry. Are there shortcuts for enter
ing repetitive information? For example, 
one of the placenames I have to enter a lot 
is Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Northumber
land, England. I don't want to be typing 
that every time so there are key combina
tions that will enter that information for 
me automatically. 

Second, ensure that you have the flexi
bility to add additional data fields. You 
will appreciate this if, for example, you 
are tracking the cause of death for a he
reditary disease study. 

Third, examine how the program han
dles source notes and miscellaneous infor
mation. Will the program allow you to 
give a full citation to your source docu
ments? It is important to know where you 
got your information so that you can 

Winter 1995, Volume 7 Number 4 15 



FGS FORUM 

evaluate sources when entries conflict. 
Citation is also essential if someone wants 
to verify your information. Will the pro
gram link together miscellaneous informa
tion about an individual, ego will tran
script, property extracts, naturalization 
papers, etc? 

Fourth, look carefully at the printed 
output from the program. Try samples of 
all the different output options. What type 
of indexes can the program create and 
how can you modify them? Do you like 
the printed output? Can you modify the 
print outs so that you can put your name 
and address on all the pages? 

Fifth, a must on a modern program is 
GEDCOM capabilities. It allows you to 
transfer your information from one gene
alogy program to another. This is essen
tial if you change programs. It eliminates 
the need to re-key all the information 
again. It also allows you to copy to disk, 
for those new-found relatives halfway 
around the world who want to plug all 
your data into their computer program. 

Another source of information you can 
use, if you already own a computer and 
modem, is one of the many online services 
such as Genie, America Online, and 
CompuServe. Ask in the online genealogy 
discussions about what programs other 
people use. There are support groups for 
users of specific software programs. 
Joining these electronic discussions will 
allow you to "listen in" on how- people 
use their programs and get feedback about 
what problems they find. You may even 
be able to communicate with the writers 
of the programs. 

Decision Time 
You can gather the data. You can ask 

the questions. But somewhere along the 
line you will need to make a decision 
about what computer and what software 
programs are best for your needs. 

When it comes to the computer, buy 
the best that you can afford, and buy from 
a reputable dealer so if anything goes 
wrong, you can return the equipment or 
software for a replacement or a full re
fund. 

Do not skimp on computer power or 
accessories. Think seriously about option
al accessories such as CD-ROM capabili
ties so that you can search the many large 
databases that are becoming available on 
CDs. Think about a high-speed modem so 
that you can have access to online com-
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puter services and the Internet. The com
puter networks are a great way to get 
your computer and genealogical questions 
answered, and believe me you will have 
questions about "How do I. .. " 

The final purchase of a computer and 
genealogical software will take you on a 
wondrous journey. There will be times 
when you will curse the equipment and 
program, but you will get to the point of 
wondering what you ever did before you 
made the purchase. 

Useful Resources 
Archer, George W. Archer's Directory of 

Genealogical Software. Bowie, MD: 
Heritage Books, 1994. 

Archer, George W. Archer's Directory of 

Genealogical Utility Software. Bowie, 
MD: Heritage Books, 1994. 

Crowe, Elizabeth Powell. Genealogy On
line: Researching Your Roots. Wind
crest, 1995. 

Pence, Richard A. Computer Genealogy. 
Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1991. 
[Paul Milner, is a professional genealo

gist and lecturer. He is a native of north
ern England and has specialized in British 
Isles genealogical research for the past 15 
years. He is the president of the British 
Interest Group of Wisconsin and Illinois 
and a member of the Genealogical Speak
ers Guild, Association of Professional 
Genealogists, the Society of Genealogists 
(London) and several English Family 
History Societies.] 

NEW ADDRESS FOR FGS 
The Federation of Genealogical 

Societies has moved its business office 
to Richardson, Texas. Madilyn Coen 
Crane will. staff the site which offers 
voice, fax, and e-mail access.The fol
lowing contact numbers are for all 
matters concerning the business office: 

FGS Business Office 
P.O. Box 830220 

Richardson, TX 75083-0220 
Voice & FAX: (214) 907-9727 

Internet: 103074.1721@compuserve.com 
Please note: Information (other than 

subscriptions) pertaining to the FORUM 
should continue to be directed to: 

FORUM Editorial Office 
P.O. Box 271 

Western Springs, IL 60558. 
Madilyn will process the hundreds of 

pages of correspondence generated by 
our more than 400 member organiza
tions and field incoming requests via 
telephone or electronic mail. 

Madilyn has been involved in genealo
gy since 1981, following a course at 
Richland College, in Dallas, Texas. She 
has held office or committee chair in 
the Dallas Genealogical Society since 
1987, including a two-year term as 
editor of The Dallas Quarterly and a 
term as executive vice-president in 
charge of workshops. Additionally, 
Madilyn is a co-founder and was the 
director (1992-95) of the Genealogical 
Institute of Texas, Inc., now renamed 
the Institute of Genealogical Studies. 

Tamara and David Rencher, office 

photo courtesy of Barbara Baylis 

Madi/yn Coen Crane 

managers of the former Salt Lake City 
site, have shipped more than 100 boxes 
of supplies and files generated during 
their long and efficient tenure. FGS is 
grateful to the Renchers for establishing 
and maintaining the office as a profes
sional worksite while overseeing the 
evolving business of the Federation. A 
permanent office was a dream of early 
FGS officers and board members, and 
the Renchers made this a reality. Count
less hours of attention to the myriad 
details of managing a rapidly expanding 
major organization were contributed by 
the Renchers. 
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FALSE POSITIVES AND SOUNDEXING 
by Gary Mokotoff, Bergenfield, New Jersey 

I n scientific experiments, the more 
sensitive a technique for measuring 

something, the more likely one is to ob
tain so-called "false positives," that is, a 
reply that indicates the presence of some
thing that does not really exist. We gene
alogists must constantly be on our guard 
against such errors. Because we are anx
ious to demonstrate that information has 
been found about a distant ancestor or 
collateral relative, we have a tendency to 
accept any result that is close as proof that 
we found what we are searching for. We 
say to ourselves, the data doesn't quite fit, 
but it must be accurate. 

One area that is subject to false posi
tives is soundexing. Soundexing is de
signed to eliminate the obstacle that data 
cannot be located easily because it is 
misspelled, more often phonetically 
spelled. Its concept, first conceived and 
patented in 1918, is vital to genealogy, 
especially immigrant genealogy where 
census takers, immigration officials, and 
naturalization clerks often wrote down 
what they heard rather than the accurate 
spelling. 

Experience gained first from coauthor
ing Where Once We Walked (Teaneck, NJ 
Avotaynu, Inc., 1991), a gazetteer of 
Central and Eastern European towns, and 
since then, from helping many genealo
gists find localities in that area of the 
globe, has shown that soundexing is the 
single most powerful tool to use in locat
ing towns. Researchers frequently claim 
that an ancestral town no longer exists 
because they cannot find it on a map, an 
example of a false negative. However, 
once the name is soundexed, it quite often 
is located immediately. 

On the other hand, because it is so 
sensitive, a danger exists that the soundex
ing may generate false positives. The 
larger the database of names, the greater 
the likelihood of finding what appears to 
be a match; the larger the database, the 
greater the chance that any given combi
nation of consonants will give an apparent 
valid combination. 

Consider the following examples that 
use an index of every town in Central and 
Eastern Europe,' some 350,000 town 
names. (Gazetteer of Central and Eastern 
Europe, Avotaynu, Inc. 1992. Published 

on microfiche.) Assume that a researcher 
seeks the following towns of ancestry. 
They are, in fact, fictitious, because they 
are the surnames of persons active in the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies: 

• Witcher 
• Rencher 
• Luebking 

Using the Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex 
System, which favors Germanic and Slavic 
names rather than Anglo-Saxon names, 
the following town names are identified as 
possible solutions (soundex codes are 
shown in parentheses): 

• Witcher (749000): Wischer, Vaszar, 
Vecser, Vesser, Vishora 

• Rencher (964900): Runcsor. 
• Luebking (875650): Lopukhinka, 

Lipichanka, Lubochenek 

It is easy to fall into the trap of con
cluding your family came from the town 
of Wischer, Runcsor or Lopukhinka! For 
those familiar with soundexing, also note 
that the town of Wischer would not have 
been identified using the conventional 
soundex which codes Witcher as W326 
and Wischer as W260. 

What should a genealogist do to protect 
against false positives? The best way to 
minimize the risk of coming to an errone
ous conclusion is to know more about a 

town than merely its name. Simply know
ing that ancestors came from 19th-century 
Russia is inadequate because half the 
towns in the index belonged to the Czarist 
Empire. Knowing that a town was in 
Bohemia, Bavaria, Romania or Lithuania 
is better because it narrows the area of the 
search. If dealing with the index to the 
1920 census, knowing only that the family 
name was something like Witcher and 
they lived in Indiana may create false 
positives. Knowing that they had two 
children at the time, a boy and a girl, or 
better yet, the given name of one of the 
parents, minimizes the risk of a false 
positive. 

This problem is going to grow as more 
and more information is placed in large 
computerized databases. These databases 
will be sown with false positives leading 
the unwary genealogist down the path of 
false conclusions. 

[Gary Mokotoff is co-creator of the 
Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex System, which 
has become the standard soundex method 
for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Muse
um, Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society and 
databases used for Jewish genealogy. 
Among his roles in genealogy, he is trea
surer of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies. A variant of this article first 
appeared in Avotaynu.] 
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Genealogical societies 
and libraries may now 

be licensed to have 
FamilySearch 

in their own facilities! 

Ensure you have the time you need to search, download, 
or print from the largest genealogical databases in the world. 

Encourage your library to acquire this popular system. 

Plus 100+ other CDs: • u.s~ Census Indexes 
• State Marriage Indexes 
• Linked Family Records 

A division of Ameritech Library Services 

(801) 223-5682 

FamilySearch is a registered ttademark of 
The Church of JesUs Christ of Latter-day Sainu. 



IN YOUR 
ANCESTORS' IMAGE 
(continued from page 1) 
(RGS) got its start more than 50 years 
ago. Formerly a part of the Rochester Hi
storical Society, RGS was formed by J. 
Sheldon Fisher who followed the sugges
tion that instead of having genealogy 
discussions off to one side during Histori
cal Society meetings, they meet separate
ly. Mr. Fisher and about 25 others did 
just that in the spring of 1938. More than 
57 years later, a large pool of very talented 
eager RGS members are actively prepar
ing for the 1996 conference. 

Rochester offers many fine entertain
ment possibilities for those attending the 
conference. Accommodations range from 
bed-and-breakfasts to sophisticated hotels. 
There is a restaurant for every taste and 
nationality located both in the city and on 
the waterfront. There are even cruises 
which offer dinner while on the water! 
Rochester's surrounding area is wealthy in 
day-trip possibilities. 

Take a drive along the Lake Ontario 
shoreline on the Seaway Trail and experi
ence beaches, quaint villages, lighthouses 
asking to be toured, beautiful orchards 
and Victorian homes. There are similar 
routes through the Upstate New York 
Finger Lakes Region which boast of win
eries offering tours, concerts on hillsid~s 
overlooking lakes, antiquing beyond belief 
and a countryside which must be experi
enced. South of Rochester is Letchworth 
State Park which is known as the "Grand 
Canyon of the East." There are biking 
and walking paths along the Erie Canal. 
Monroe County has 11,000 acres of park-
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Rochester, New York. ant! the Genessee River, site of the 1996 FGSIRGS conference 
August 14-17. The City lS the home of many optics and imaging institutions, such as 
Kodak, hence the theme of the conference: "In Your Ancestors' Image. " 

land offering spectacular scenery in whiCh 
to spend relaxing time. 

For those wishing to soak up history 
and culture, there are excellent museums 
in which to wander; the large-scale Me
morial Art Gallery, Rochester Museum 
and Science Center, the Strong Museum 
and the International Museum of Photog
raphy with the George Eastman House to 
the smaller, more intimate Susan B. An
thony and Stone-Tolan Houses and the 
Victorian Doll Museum. For those look
ing for music and theatre, Rochester 
offers the Rochester Philharmonic Orches
tra . with concerts at both the Eastman 
Theatre and Finger Lakes Performing 
Arts Center, Garth Fagan Dance Compa
ny and GeVa Theatre. These only scratch 

the surface of the cultural possibilities of 
Rochester! 

For sports enthusiasts, there is a wide 
rang~ of water sports such as fishing, 
boatmg and windsurfing to mention only 
a few. Rochester also is the home of the 
Red Wings minor baseball league which 
will be playing in the new Frontier Field 
beginning mid-summer of 1996. There is 
shopping for every persuasion from outlet 
and retail malls to small eclectic boutiques 
as well as many festivals and flea mar
kets. 

• For those wishing to add to their family 
tree while in the area, there are vast re
sources of information held in the Roch
ester Public Library system, and many 
smaller libraries have amazing collections. 
The area is most fortunate to be the home 
of three branches of the Latter-day Saints 
Family History Centers. 

Rochester, New York, is a fascinating 
place to visit. The members of five local 
genealogical organizations look forward 
with great anticipation to the 1996 FGS 
National Conference and introducing those 
in attendance to the city and its treasures. 
The most important survival rule when 
visiting Rochester is to consume no more 
than one Nick Tahou's Garbage Plate! 

To receive a program brochure in early 
1996, please write to: In Your Ancestors' 
Image, Federation of Genealogical Societ
ies, P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 
75083-0220 or telephone (214) 907-9727. 

Winter 1995, Volume 7 Number 4 19 



FGS FORUM 

To HONOR OUR PEERS 
by James W. Warren, FGS Awards Co-Chair 

A s is traditional, several FGS awards 
were presented at the annual confer

ence. Janice Cloud and George F. Per
kins, whose awards were announced in 
FORUM 7:1 (Spring 1995), were present 
at the conference and were recognized. 
Karen Clifford, whose FGS Award of 
Merit is described in FORUM 7:2 (Sum
mer 1995), was recognized for this and 
for a second honor: the FGS Delegate 
Award. Other awards presented at the 
banquet which have not yet been detailed 
in FORUM are as follows: 

The Seattle Genealogical Society has 
supported the Federation and what it 
stands for for many years. The 1,800 
registrants at the 1995 FGS Conference, 
hosted by SGS, enjoyed a welcoming 
atmosphere that was the result of careful 
planning and thousands of hours of hard 
work. It wasn't by accident that all the 
grand designs and small details successfully 
converged to produce a winning and 
enjoyable event. The Society's willingness 
to sponsor a national conference and the 
ability of its board of directors to deal 
sensibly and in the most professional 
manner with issues are to be emulated. 
During the planning stages of the confer
ence, SGS also successfully executed the 
move of its headquarters and massive 
library collection. The Seattle Genealogi
cal Society is a leader in providing the 
genealogical services needed in the North
west and across the nation. On behalf of 
the registrants, speakers, and vendors, 
FGS expressed its thanks to SGS and the 
many conference volunteers by presenting 
the FGS A ward of Merit to the Seattle 
Genealogical Society. 

Sarah Thorson Little of Seattle exem
plifies the word "volunteer," serving as . 
the Local Conference Chairperson for the 
1995 FGS/SGS Conference. Sarah's posi
tive attitude about the success of the con
ference and her belief that the Seattle 
Genealogical Society was more than capa
ble of sponsoring the event was highly 
motivating to everyone. During the two
and-a-half years of planning, Sarah was 
tireless in her efforts to ensure that every 
detail was considered to make the confer
ence a pleasant experience for each 
participant. The 1995 conference was just 
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Seattle conference 
chairs 
Sarah Thorson Little 
and 
David E. Rencher 

that, and FGS thanks Sarah for her leader
ship and work with a Certificate of Ap
preciation. 

David E. Rencher, during his years of 
service to the Federation, has worn many 
FGS hats: board member, committee 
chair, conference chair, treasurer, and 
vice-president-administration. In every 
small task and large dream he has under
taken for FGS, his leadership, creativity, 
global vision, diligence, and sense of 
humor have helped FGS move steadily to 
new heights. The 1995 Conference was a 
fine example of his ability to match peo
ple, dreams, and the day-to-day demands 
of reality to produce an event that was 
both enormously beneficial and tremen
dous fun. FGS expressed its sincere 
thanks for all that David has brought to 
FGS and the new level to which he has 
been so instrumental in helping it reach. 
The Federation of Genealogical Societies 
named David E. Rencher as the sixth 
recipient of the David S. Vogels, Jr. 
Award in recognition of outstanding ca
reer contributions to FGS and its member 
organizations. 

Jean Roth of Seattle has extensive 
experience in the travel industry, a key 
element in her success as the 1995 FGS/ 
SGS Conference Local Arrangements 
Chairperson. Her knowledge of the hotel 

industry was instrumental in insuring that 
the planning committee and the hotel staff 
were in full agreement. But her highest 
compliment came from one of the exhibi
tors who knew her work. He said, "If 
Jean is in charge you don't need to worry, 
everything will be taken care of." In 
addition to her conference responsibilities, 
Jean was also elected president of the 
Seattle Genealogical Society in 1995. For 
her extensive contributions to a very 
successful conference, FGS was pleased to 
present Jean with a Certificate of Appreci
ation. 

Jan Haase of St. Louis Park, Minne
sota, serves FGS as the genealogical 
exhibitors liaison. She has worked skillfully 
and diligently to facilitate the vital role 
that vendors play in any successful confer
ence. Her efforts in preparing, distribut
ing, compiling, and analyzing responses to 
a major vendor information survey are 
particularly valuable for future FGS con
ferences. With appreciation for her work 
on behalf of the vendors and the Federa
tion, and in promoting the efforts of the 
Federation, FGS presented the Award of 
Merit to Jan Haase. 

Karen Clifford of Monterey, Califor
nia, received an FGS Award of Merit 
earlier this year, and many of her contri
butions to the genealogical community 



were outlined in FORUM 7:2 (Summer 
1995). In addition, Karen has added the 
responsibility of chairing the FGS Dele
gate Relations Committee. In that role, 
she coordinates communication between 
FGS and its four hundred member organi
zations through the member-appointed 
delegates. Her work in 1995 is exempli
fied by the extensive delegate activities 
included in the Seattle Conference. The 
1995 FGS Delegate Award was presented 
to Karen with the thanks of FGS and the 
member delegates for 
her successful efforts. 

level of service provided to the 
FGS board of directors, the 
conference planning commit
tees, and the associated groups. 
Always quiet and unassuming, 
Wayne has devoted countless 
hours of service to the Federa
tion, dating back to his first 
term on the board as vice-presi
dent External Relations 1982. 
For his contributions to the 
successful 1995 conference, 

FGS was pleased 
to present Wayne 
with a Certificate 
of Appreciation. 

Arthur H. Rubeck 
has served the Dallas 
Genealogical Society 
in many capacities: 
president, 1994-95; 
executive vice-presi
dent in charge of all 
DGS special events, 
1993-94; treasurer, 
1990-92; and cur
rently as parliamentar
ian. Art is a charter 
member and tireless 
worker of the capital 
expansion committee, 

Arthur H. Rubeck 

Wendy L. Elliott of 
Anaheim, California, has 
served the Federation since 
1988 as a dedicated FGS 
board member, officer, and 
active committee member. 
As president of the Califor
nia State Genealogical Alli
ance, she has tirelessly led 
its efforts to unite the Cali
fornia genealogical commu
nity and build bridges to the 

which was established to help fund the 
growth of the Genealogy Section of the 
Dallas Public Library. This committee has 
raised nearly $100,000 to date. As presi
dent, Art was instrumental in expanding 
the DGS educational programs and per
suaded the DGS Board to invite FGS to 
hold their 1997 conference in Dallas. On 
the national level, Art is a recognized 
leader in the field of computer genealogy 
and technology and has served on the 
executive board of Gentech. He dedicates 
his time, talents, and 
expertise to the growth 
of family history. In 
recognition of those 
contributions over 
many years, the FGS 
Distinguished Service 
Award was presented 
to Art Rubeck. 

larger genealogical commu
nity. Wendy has authored a number of 
books and co-authored and co-edited The 
Library: A Guide to the LDS 
Family History Library. She has 
taught at Brigham Young Uni
versity and several colleges and 
community colleges in Southern 
California and is currently com
pleting her PhD in U.S. Histo
ry. For her service and contri
butions to FGS and family 
history, FGS was pleased to 

present Wendy 
with the Distin-
guished 
Award. 

The 

Service 

1995 
FGS/SGS Confer
ence is the third 

Wayne T. Morris 
of Layton, Utah, 
served as conference 
treasurer for the 1994 
and 1995 FGS Confer
ences. He has continu
ally improved the Wayne T. Morris 

FGS conference for which 
Dean J. Hunter has served 
as the program chairperson. 
(He also served as the sub
committee chair for a fourth 
conference.) Serving FGS 
conferences since 1989, 
Dean has paid particular 
attention to effective com-
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munication with 
each speaker on 
the program. 
Constant attention 
to deadlines, 
speakers' needs, 
and accommo
dating last minute 
changes have been 
met with outstand
ing commitment. 
Dean was extreme
ly pleased to have 
met one 1995 

Wendy L. Elliott Conference goal: 
having syllabus 

materials from every conference speaker. 
Dean's efforts contributed in large part to 
an outstanding national conference in 
Seattle. In special recognition for excep
tional contributions in the past year to the 
Federation and its member organizations, 
the Federation named Dean J. Hunter as 
the twelfth recipient of the George E. 
Williams Award. 

Several other organizations and indi
viduals who were not present at the Seat
tle Conference have been selected to 
receive awards. They will be announced 
in future FORUM issues. FGS Awards 
recognize those who make significant 

contributions to 
the field of geneal
ogy. It is hoped 
the examples of 
these award recipi
ents will encour
age others to con
tribute their time 
and talents to pro
jects and organiza
tions in their 
areas. 

If you or your 
organization wish 
to nominate an 

Dean J. Hunter individual or 
group for recog

nition by FGS, simply request an applica
tion form from: FGS Awards Committee, 
P. O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 75083-
0220. 

[NOTE: Societies are welcome to 
reprint all or any portion of this article 
without written permission. Photos of 
Arthur H. Rubeck and Dean J. Hunter 
courtesy of Dorothy Odom Bruce.] 
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QUICK SEARCH: AMERICAN STATE PAPERS 
PART I. CLAIMS 

P rimary references, as rare as they 
may be, are often a researcher's best 

source of information. One definition of a 
primary reference is that it was created at, 
or close to, the time of the event, by 
someone who had first-hand knowledge of 
the circumstances, either through witness
ing or experiencing the event. 

A valuable collection of documents that 
could indeed be termed primary by the 
definition above, will be found within the 
"Land Grants and Claims" section, volumes 
1 through 9, of the American State Papers. 

One entry chronicles the experiences of 
Elizabeth House. Elizabeth was the young 
wife of Revolutionary War soldier Joseph 
House when she was captured by Indians 
in 1777. 

Joseph, a private in a company of 
rangers in the American service, was 
away from home when Indians attacked 
his dwelling in Montgomery County, New 
York. At home were Elizabeth and her 
two infant children. 

The Indians murdered the eldest of the 
children and made prisoners of Elizabeth 
and the baby. Forced to march through 
300 miles of wilderness with her child in 
her arms, Elizabeth was taken to Fort 
Niagara. 

From Niagara she was transported to 
Detroit, remained there for a short time, 
and returned to Niagara. She was sold to 
Colonel Johnson, of the British army, in 
whose service she continued for about 
four years until her husband, having 
finally ascertained her whereabouts, 
brought her home. 

In 1822, as a widow, Elizabeth sought 
compensation for the suffering she en
dured while her husband was in the ser
vice of this country. Her petition states 
that Joseph never received any remunera
tion for his losses or any pension from the 
government, that she is poor, and prays 
relief. 

Her claims are supported by the depo
sition of a single witness, who stated that 
Elizabeth House resided about one mile 
from him, although he was absent on a 
tour of duty when the attack was made. 

The witness wrote, "from his knowl
edge of the character of the petitioner, 
from the general reputation at the time of 
her capture and return, and from his own 
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recollection of the circumstances, he has 
no doubt that all the facts disclosed in the 
memorial are true." 

Although Elizabeth was awarded no 
compensation, her claim is priceless to 
descendants. Yet it is only one of more 
than 1,500 such documents brought before 
Congress during the period 1789-1837. 

Within the pages of The American 
State Papers, volumes 1 through 9, are 
recorded petitions or testimony similar to 
that of Elizabeth House. The names of 
more than 80,000 individuals who inter
acted with the federal government over 
questions of property title or compensation 
sought for suffering or service rendered 
appear. Eight volumes are devoted to 
Public Lands; the ninth volume, dated 
1790-1823, holds testimony pertaining to 
claims, and it is within this ninth volume 

ttprimary references, as 
rare as they may be, 
are often a researcher's 
best source of 
information ... " 

that Elizabeth's story is revealed. 
Only 750 sets of the original series 

(published by Gales and Seaton) of the 
American State Papers were printed in 
1834. Sets are sometimes found in private 
or university libraries. The full title is 
American State Papers: Documents, Legis
lative and Executive, of the Congress of 
the United States. If you find a set, search 
out volumes 1 through 9 of what is 
termed Class 8 (also assigned Serial num
bers 28 through 36). An index at the end 
of each volume should lead you to excit
ing discoveries. 

A companion index, Grassroots of 
America: A Computerized Index to the 
American State Papers, Land Grants and 
Claims 1789-1837, makes identification of 
individuals even easier. Phillip W. Mc
Mullin's index was originally published in 
1972, but did not receive the attention it 
merited because of the difficulty of locat
ing the Papers. 

Then, in 1994, Southern Historical 
Press brought these documents to life 

again by reprinting in facsimiles the very 
important volumes 1 through 9 of the 
American State Papers. Fortunately, SHP 
included Grassroots as a part of the col
lection. Hence, a researcher can readily 
locate the search subject and the documen
tary reference with little trouble. 

If you are searching for American 
ancestors in the pre-1837 period, the 
American State Papers is one source that, 
thanks to Grassroots, is indeed a "Quick 
Search." 

References 
American State Papers: Documents, 

Legislative and Executive, of the Congress 
of the United States. 1994 reprint of the 
Gales and Seaton edition by: Southern 
Historical Press, P.O. Box 1267, Green
ville, SC 29602. 

Grassroots of America: A Computer
ized Index to the American State Papers, 
Land Grants and Claims 1789-1837. 
Edited by Phillip W. McMullin. Second 
reprinting 1994 with special permission 
by: Southern Historical Press, Greenville, 
SC. Order copies from Arkansas Re
search, P.O. Box 303, Conway, AR 
72033. 
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In September, the Federation of Genea
logical Societies reappointed the former 
Genealogical Coordinating Committee 
members who reviewed projects for the 
microfilming which is subsidized by the 
Stern Gift Fund. The committee is headed 
by Marie Varrelman Melchiori, CGRS, 

CGL. Members are Robert Charles Ander
son, CG, FASG, Shirley Langdon Wilcox, 
CG, and two Archivist/Genealogy Special
ists, NNUA, Claire P. Kluskens and 
Constance Potter. 

Recent contributions were received 
from the American Family Records Asso
ciation (MO) $189; Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (CA) $1,000; 
Association of Professional Genealogists 
$800 and a $150 anonymous donation 
through APG; Cottage Grove Genealogical 
Society (OR) $23; Delaware County Ge
nealogicalSociety (OH) $50; Genealogical 
Society of North Brevard, Inc. (FL) $95; 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
(CA) $133; Genealogical Society of 
Washtenaw County (MI) $166.05; Greater 
Ridgewood Historical Society (NY) $50; 
HuntingtonHistorical Society - Genealogy 
Workshop (NY) $43; Kansas Council of 
Genealogical Societies (KS) $65.50; 
NASSAU Genealogy Workshop (NY) 
$35; New Jersey Historical Society $66; 
Orange County Genealogical Society (CA) 
$299.89; Prince George's County Genea
logical Society (MD) $120; and the Rose 
Family Association (CA) $50. Individual 
contributions of $20 or more came from 
Nancy H. Krohn (MI) , Richard H. 
Wallace (MI), and Dorothy W. Natella 
(VA). Several contributions of $10 or less 
were received from individuals, and $27 
was collected at the FGS-SGS Conference 
in Seattle. 

Member organizations are encouraged 
to collect $1 per year from each member 
to continue the microfilming of records 
and finding aids of importance to re
searchers. Through the Stern NARA Gift 
Fund, microfilmed resources are provided 
to the National Archives Regional Branches 
located in major cities throughout the coun
try. Individuals are encouraged to submit 
their dollars to an FGS member organization 
of their choice. Dollars are merged into a 
collective contribution and sent in one check 
to FGS Business Office, P.O. Box 830220, 
Richardson, TX 75083-0220. 
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See What $41,235 Has Bought! 
See What Only One Dollar Will Buy! 

Since its inception in 1983, The NARA Gift Fund (now renamed the 
Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund, for the first chainnan of the fund), has 
contributed $41,235 to the National Archives and Records Administration to 
create finding aids and produce microfilms of interest to the genealogical 
community. It has been funded primarily by $1 contributions from you, the 
family historian, through the commitment of your society to contribute $1 to 
the fund for each member. To date, the One-Dollar-Per-Member Fund has 
made possible: 

• Microfiche of street indexes to 39 of the largest cities in the 1910 U.S. 
census. 

• Duplication of enumeration district descriptions for the 1920 U.S. 
census. 

• Index to War of 1812 prisoner of war records. 
• Canadian border crossings, 1895-1954. 
• Galveston Passenger arrival records, 1896-1948. 

Access to this infonnation is through any of the regional National Archives 
but also through any LDS (Monnon) Family History Center in the world. 

We now have the funds for additional projects which are in the works. 
They include: 

• Burial registers of Anny Quartennaster General, 1828-1929. 
• Card records of headstone contracts and soldier's burials, 1861-1903. 
• Letters received regarding impressed seaman by Department of State, 

1794-1915. 

~tem HARA 61ft fund 

Here's Our Contribution to the 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENTS DRIVE 
Yes! Count us in! Enclosed is our society's donation of $ ____ _ 
for the Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund's Dollars for Documents drive. 

Name of society 

Name of authorized officer 

Suggestions for future projects: 

Make check payable to "Stern NARA Gift Fund" 
Mail to: Stern NARA Gift Fund/Federation of Genealogical Societies; P.O. Box 3385; 

Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 
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The Genealogical Publishing Co. 
(GPC) announces its acquisition of Genea
logical & Local History Books in Print 
(G&LHBIP). G&LHBIP is a channel 
through which vendors (authors, publish
ers, etc.) bring their books and magazines 
to the attention of the genealogical public. 
In 1996, GPC will publish the 5th edition 
of G&LHBIP in volumes, beginning with 
the publication of the Family History 
Volume. This volume is not a supplement 
to the last edition but is part of a com
pletely new, comprehensive 5th edition of 
G&LHBIP. The remaining volumes in the 
5th edition will be published shortly after 
Volume 1. All persons wishing to list or 
advertise their book or other genealogical 
product in the Family History Volume may 
request a vendor's brochure from 
G&LHBIP, Genealogical Publishing Co., 
1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 
21202, or call toll free (800) 296-6687. 

* * * * 
The Mid-Continent Library, Indep

endence, Missouri, announces plans to 

" ... EACH ONE 
REACH ONE ... " 
(continued from page 3) 
call the change makers. The change mak
ers are those who quickly gather relevant 
facts, think clearly, and seek out opportu
nities to be innovative. They are the 
"movers and shakers" in our societies 
who not only welcome the opportunity to 
make choices, they commit to making the 
best choices-the right choices. 

Our final concept is progress. Progress 
is like baseball, apple pie, and Chevro
let-no one would ever argue against it. 
We are all in favor of progress, at least 
we say so on a regular basis. But do we 
really take active steps to see that progress 
takes place in our genealogical societies? 
Have we made progress conducting more 
successful meetings? In producing better 
publications? In securing our records? In 
resolving conflicts more amicably? 

As we enter a new year, and approach 
a new decade and century, it will become 
increasingly important to posture our 
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expand its Genealogy & Local History 
Department. Construction is underway on 
a 12,000 square foot addition to the east 
side of the North Independence Branch 
Library. John Ferguson, Library Director, 
anticipates completion of the project by 
January 1, 1996. Expansion plans include 
purchasing 32 new microfilm readers and 
compact shelving and the doubling of 
reading table space. The Genealogy and 
Local History Department attracts re
searchers from throughout the midwest 
and nationally. Those who plan a visit 
should call (816) 252-0950 for informa
tion on when the department will be 
closed for moving. [Press release, 28 
September 1995, Martha Henderson, 
Genealogy Librarian] 

* * * * 
Information about The National Archives 
for Researchers is an informative booklet 
which describes the National Archives 
building in Washington, D.C. as well as 
the National Archives facility in College 
Park, Maryland, which is expected to hold 

societies, institutions, and organizations 
for progress. To be postured for progress 
means we are willing to change; we ac
cept our roles as agents of change, and we 
place ourselves in the position of making 
good choices. We commit to solving, not 
shelving, the problems and challenges that 
are a part of our society's life; we resolve 
to make a difference, not just be different, 
and we do something practical and con
crete to move our societies forward. That 
is being postured for progress. 

"Each one reach one"-that is my 
challenge for all of us in '96. Let's not 
agree to do something. Let's not agree 
that change, choice, and progress are 
good. Let's actually do something practi
cal and concrete. Pick one thing your 
society needs to have done, choose one 
activity that would benefit the genealogy 
or local history collection of your library, 
decide what preservation activity you will 
financially support-and then do it. If 
each of us does one positive, proactive 
deed this year, we will have indeed made 
tremendous progress. 

more than one million cubic feet of records 
when the move is completed in 1996. To 
receive a free copy, write to: Publications 
Distribution (NECD), National Archives, 
Room G9, Seventh & Pennsylvania Ave., 
NW, Washington, DC 20408 or call (202) 
501-5235. 

* * * * 
A limited number of syllabi from the 

FGS conference hosted by the Seattle 
Genealogical Society, "From Sea to Shin
ing Sea" are available for purchase. This 
bound syllabus includes handout material 
from each of the more than 125 sessions 
presented in Seattle in September 1996. 
There is also a schedule, an index to 
topics, and an index to speakers. The 500-
page book sells for $20 postpaid and may 
be ordered from FGS Business Office, P.O. 
Box 830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220. 
Checks should be made payable to FGS. 

* * * * 
Fred J. Reynolds, long-time director of 

the Allen County Public Library in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, died on 18 August 1995, 
at the age of eighty-four. Mr. Reynolds, 
who began working at the library as a 
page in 1930, eventually became director 
of the system in 1959. He retired in 1979. 
In 1961, under Reynolds' expert manage
ment and innovation, the Historical Gene
alogy department was created. Since that 
time it has become the largest historical 
genealogy research center in any public 
library in the world. Curt B. Witcher, 
current manager of the department and 
president of FGS, observes, "His interest 
always rested in finding and making more 
and better information available ... his 
simple vision, his ability to realize the 
maximum benefit out of nearly every 
situation ... and his desire to serve ordinary 
people in a extraordinary way established 
the tradition of excellence which guides 
the Allen County Public Library to this 
day." Gifts in memory of Fred Reynolds 
will ensure the continued excellence of 
Fred Reynolds Historical Genealogy De
partment. Please send all contributions to 
the Reynolds Society, Allen County Li
brary Foundation, 900 Webster Street, 
Box 2270, Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270. 
[Press release, September 8, 1995, from 
Jeff Krull, Director] 
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Genealogical and historical societies may submit information about their new or in-progress publications, indexes, or other 
projects. Send information to the FGS FORUM Editorial Office, P. O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558-0271. Readers should 
please enclose an SASE when writing a society about cost and ordering information. 

INDIANA 
Gibson County Historical Society, Inc. 

Box 516 
Princeton, IN 47670 

From Tomahawks to Trenches, by Vir
ginia Folck, covers Gibson County history 
from before formation to the end of 
World War II. Lists many names and 
dates. 

IOWA 
Dubuque County-Key City 

Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 13 

Dubuque, IA 52005-0013 
A pioneer certificate is available for 

those able to document, generation by 
generation, direct descent from a male, 
female, or married couple, who lived in 
Dubuque County, Iowa, for any period of 
time between 1833 and 1857. Include $5 
fee with each application. Applicants may 
enter the Narrative Contest to win a $50 
U.S. Savings Bond. The contest ends 30 
June 1996 and requires no more than two 
typewritten pages describing an interesting 
or unusual aspect in the life of the pioneer 
ancestor. 

MICIDGAN 
Downriver Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 476 
Lincoln Park, MI 48146 

Woodmere Cemetery Detroit, The First 
Twenty Years, Book I, Aug. 1868 to July 
1879. Approximately 3,700 burials pro
vide information such as name, birthplace, 
residence, age at death, death or burial 
date, lot and section number, undertaker 
and any additional comments. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
South Carolina 

Department of Archives and History 
Publications 

P.O. Box 11669 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 

South Carolina Begins: The Records of 
a Proprietary Colony, 1663-1721, by 
Charles H. Lesser, tells the story of the 
colony's first years under the control of 

eight Lords Proprietors. Includes recon
struction of many probate records which 
were destroyed by fire and citations to 
probate-related records for some 1,285 
persons who died in the colony before 
1721. 

TEXAS 
First Families of Texas Certificate 

c/o Wanda L. Donaldson 
·3219 Meadow Oaks Drive 

Temple, TX 76502-1752 
The Texas State Genealogical Society 

offers a commemorative First Families of 
Texas Certificate to eligible persons. To 
qualify, the application must directly or 
collaterally descend from an ancestor who 
settled in Texas prior to 19 February 
1846. The application must be able to 
proved descent from the ancestor (male or 
female) by an official record or records 
for each generation, including proof for 
the applicant. Current Texas residency is 
not necessary. Send a legal sized SASE 
with 55 cents postage to the above address 
for more information and an application. 

German-Texan Heritage Society 
507 East 10th Street 

P.O. Box 684171 
AustIn, TX 78768-4171 

The Diary of Hennann Seele and Sketches 
from Texas as translated, introduced and 
noted by Theodore Gish. Hermann Seele 
was an important civic and cultural leader 
among pioneer German-Texas and his 
diary of 1842-61 includes his interest in 
immigration, his journey to Bremen, voy-

In Your Ancestors' Image 
Rochester, New York 
14-17 August 1996 

A Conference for the 
Nation's Genealogists 

age to Texas, arrival in Galveston, and 
participation in the founding of New 
Braunfels. Sketches was intended for family 
and others interested in coming to Texas. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 75388 
Seattle, WA 98125-0388 

Living Pioneers of Washington, by Prof. 
Edmond S. Meany, and Index to Bagley's 
'History of Seattle',. by Sally Gene Maho
ney. Living Pioneers provides 327 bio
graphical sketches of elderly pioneers 
from throughout the state. Index is a 
17,OOO-entry full-name index to the 1916 
three-volume History of Seattle, by Clar
ence Bagley. Topics cover 1851-1916 
period and include detailed sketches of 
pioneers, early business and professional 
people, officials, and others who had an 
impact on the City of Seattle, King County, 
or the surrounding area. 

WISCONSIN 
Library Council of Metropolitan Milwaukee 

814 W. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53233 

Guide to Genealogical Collections in the 
Milwaukee Metropolitan Area describes 
the holdings of 14 local repositories. 
Types of records discussed include vitals, 
cemetery, census, civil and criminal court 
case files, coroner, fire and police, etc. 
The Guide contains about 500 bibliographic 
entries to major genealogical collections in 
the region. 
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VANIA CAN BE FOUND IN THE 

PHILADELPHIA ARCHIVES, 

BUT DUFFIN'S COMPILA nON 

PROVIDES EASY ACCESS TO 

THIS VALUABLE RESOURCE. 

FIR S T 
IN A NEW 

MONOGRAPH SERIES 

./ 4,4 1 0 ENTRIES ON 1 60 PAGES 

./ 3 INDEXES: NAME, LOCATION, 
& OCCUPATION 

./ ACID - FREE PAPER 
WITH LAMINA TED COVER 

./ PERFECT - BOUND 7" X 1 0" FORMAT 

GSP MEMBER PRICE - ONLY $ 15.95 
PLUS $2.50 SHIPPING 

NON-MEMBERS - $17.95 
PLUS $2.50 SHIPPING 

PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENTS, PLEASE ADD 6% SALES TAX 

THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

1300 LOCUST ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107 

PHONE: 215-545-0391 FAX: 215-545-0936 

MONOGRAPH SERIES No.2: 

- JAMES DUFFIN'S SECOND VOLUME, THE SALE OF COMMONWEALTH 

PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA FROM t 780 TO t 798, 

WILL BE AVAILABLE IN EARLY 1996. 

26 Winter 1995, Volume 7 Number 4 



NEWENGLAND 
Comprehensive information is available 

on 900 early New England families and 
individuals with the publication of The 
Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to 
New England 1620-1633. Entries and a 
quick reference index make it easy to 
research ports or countries of origin, date 
and ship of arrival, first and subsequent 
residences, and important family relation
ships. Authored by Robert Charles Ander
son, CG, FASG, and published by The New 
England Historic Genealogical Society , 
this is the first of three volumes. The set 
sells for $125. Send check or money 
order to The New England Historic Gene
alogical Society, 101 Newbury Street, 
Dept. GM, Boston, MA 02116. 

ARKANSAS 
The early circuit court records of Clark 

County have found a benefactor. Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadelphia is clean
ing, il)ventorying, indexing, and arranging 
them for permanent storage. Clark County 
was formed 1818 and covered a wide area 
of southwestern Arkansas. An index to the 
criminal cases, 1879-1951, has been 
entered into a computer database in prepa
ration for publishing. Indexes will be 
prepared for circuit court, 1829-1866, 
and civil court cases, 1884-1910. Four 
indexes are planned: criminal, civil, cir
cuit, and chancery. Publication of the first 
volume, titled Law and Order in Clark 
County, Arkansas, 1879-1951, is planned 
for late 1995. For details contact Wendy 
Bradley Richter, Archives and Special 
Collections, Riley-Hickingbotham 
Library, Ouachita Baptists University, 
Arkadelphia, AR 71923. [From an article, 
"Clark County Records Preservation 
Project," by Bobbie Jones McLane, Ar
kansas Historical and GenealogicalMaga
zine 8:4 (July 1995)] 

CALIFORNIA 
In the seemingly endless struggle for 

access to records of vital statistics, AB141 
has been signed into law. This bill prohib
its state or local agencies from granting 

any company exclusive rights to publish 
public documents. This assures that public 
documents will remain open, and not fall 
under the control of private companies. 
The one exception is Santa Clara County 
which is presently under contract with a 
private firm. [Council News Coordinator 
7:5 (Sept/Oct 1995)] 

... ... ... ... 
AB 161, the California vital records 

bill, passed the Judiciary Committee in 
July and moved to the Appropriations 
Committee with amendments. The bill as 
amended met with opposition from Fi
nance and was placed on Suspense and 
scheduled to go back to the Senate Appro
priations Committee in early September, 
then to the Senate floor for a vote. Now 
at issue is a $1 surcharge on vital records. 
Iris Carter Jones, legislative coordinator 
for the Genealogical & Historical Council 
of Sacramento Valley, writes, "In my 
opinion, we have worked too long and too 
hard to assure access to the vital records 
for a dispute over a $1 surcharge to stop 
this bill now." [Council News Coordinator 
7:5 (Sept/Oct 1995)] 

FLORIDA 
The Orange County Library System is 

making 5,000 square feet on the 4th floor 
of the main library ready to receive the 
genealogy collection. The collection will 
be adjacent to the Law Collection for a 
combined space and overflow of 7,000 
square feet. [Central Florida Genealogical 
Society, Inc. (Orlando), Treasure Chest 
News 15:7 (Oct 1995). 

ILLINOIS 
The McLean County Genealogical 

Society, located in Bloomington, Illinois, 
is one of only twenty libraries in North 
America to be given full interlibrary loan 
privileges with the Family History Library 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Saints. This is the first time that loan 
of the LDS microfilm collection has be
come available outside the Family History 
Centers. The McLean County Genealogi
cal Society maintains one of the finest 
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genealogical society libraries in the state 
of Illinois and is committed to exploring 
and utilizing computer technologies to 
enhance its library. The library is located 
on the second floor of the Old Courthouse 
Museum at 200 North Main Street, 
Bloomington. There is a $2 fee to enter 
the Museum and Library for non-members 
although this is waived on Tuesdays. The 
Society'S mailing address is P.O. Box 
488, Normal, IL 61761-0488. [Press 
release from George F. Perkins, project 
coordinator] 

KENTUCKY 
The Kentucky State Archives has a 

microfiche index to death records, 1911-
86; Marriages, 1973-93; and Divorces, 
1973-93. Contact Vital Statistics, Depart
ment for Health Services, 275 E. Main 
Street, Frankfort, KY 40621. Indexes for 
Kentucky births and deaths are also avail
able on microfilm through the Family 
History Library. 

LOUISIANA 
A bi-monthly newspaper, Louisiana 

Roots, is free to genealogy & history lov
ers with ties to Louisiana. The paper 
offers book reviews, news stories with a 
Louisiana connection, photographs, a 
readers' comments department, and adver
tising. The publisher will accept entire 
membership lists or individual subscrip
tions. Issue 1:2 (July-Aug 1995) describes 
Periodicals of Louisiana, carries "missing 
roots & lost branches" queries and pro
vides addresses of various collections of 
an historical or genealogical nature. Iden
tifying information is sought for a photo
graph captioned, "1912 Reunion of Con
federate Soldiers of Louisiana. II There is 
also a listing of historical societies and 
genealogy groups. To receive Louisiana 
Roots send your name and address to 
Louisiana Roots Subscription Department, 
P.O. Box 383, Marksville, LA 71351. 
Randy DeCuir, editor, is assisted by 
consultants Barbara Comeaux Strickland, 
Eric J. Brock, Rick Normand, and Steve 
Mayeux. 
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This quarter's article profiles the remarkable growth of a soci
ety-The British Isles Family History Society of Greater Otta
wa-which uses an innovative Associates program to develop 
future leaders of the organization. It was submitted by Brian 
O'Regan, president of the society. If your organization has news 
about a recent success in fund raising, management, volunteer 
activities, member services, or recognition, share it with "Spot
light," FGS FORUM Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western 
Springs, IL 60558; or fax (708) 246-0211. 

T he British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa 
achieved remarkable progress in its first nine operating 

months. The society was founded by a provisional board of nine 
directors who all had leadership experience in other societies. 
They shared their talents, time and money in four months of 
planning and organizing in the Fall of 1994. 

By January 1995, the Society was a full-fledged organization. 
The founders had set out a purpose, goals and descriptive name, 
designed a logotype, received federal incorporation, applied for 
membership in federations in North America and the British 
Isles, developed and distributed promotional materials to. 30 
outlets, designed a portable display, established a four-month 
program of events, and produced a 32-page quarterly chronicle. 
The Society was ready for its first meeting of members, pre
meeting membership being 22 people. 

Expecting some 50 people on a below freezing Saturday 
morning in mid-month January, the directors had to quickly set 
up chairs for an audience of 162 people, 71 of who signed up for 
membership. They had come to hear a talk on the LDS Family 
History Department titled Probing the Mountain of Names. The 
Society works in close cooperation with and holds its monthly 
meetings at the LDS Family History Center in Ottawa. 

Members are called upon to serve four or more hours monthly 
in voluntary Society work. A primary goal is to double the 22 
operating hours a week of the Family History Center. Its director 
expects to achieve that goal in 1996. Volunteer hours are also 
spent in support of programming, promotion, indexing, and 
computer input. The current indexing project is the registers of 
St. Patrick's Basilica in Ottawa from 1855 to 1916. 

Four issues of the periodical, Anglo-Celtic Roots, and a 64-
page booklet, The Lanark Society Settlers: Ships' Lists of the 
Glasgow Emigration Society 1821, were published. An annual 
journal 80 to 100 pages is to be published for the Christmas 
season. 

Discovery Tables for British Isles groups, the FHC and 
publishing are popular features of monthly meetings. Table hosts 
provide members with expert advice on techniques, problem 
solving, sources, repositories, societies, and software. On hand 
are finding aids, reference books, and family history periodicals. 

A novel concept recommended by the Society's nominations 
committee is the appointment of Associates to work with and 
understudy directors, allowing members to gain experience in 
operating a society preparatory to selection as future directors. In 
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August, the board developed eight question areas, and each 
director contacted a slate of volunteers to determine areas of 
interest and agreement to serve as associates. Ten associates have 
been appointed. A search is on for another two to four associates. 
They have no voting authority, but are invited to attend board 
meetings, maintain a watching brief, undertake tasks and work in 
close cooperation with the president and the eight directors. 

A successful fall conference was held in the Ottawa City Hall 
in September with 101 registrants, 25 speakers and demonstra
tors, and nine marketplace vendors. About three quarters of the 
registrants who completed a questionnaire classified the three-day 
event as Very Good or Excellent. 

At the first annual general meeting, held during the Confer
ence, the founding directors were nominated to serve another 
year. There were no further nominations. Highlights included the 
achievement of financial stability; and a membership of 249, 
including 33 new members attracted by the fall conference. 

[Brian O'Regan is the founding and current president of the 
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa and is the 
editor of its journal. Membership information may be obtained 
from BIFHSGO, P.O. Box 38026, Ottawa ON K2C 1NO, 
Canada. 

1996 NGS Conference in the States 

8 - 11 May 1996 
Nashville, Tennessee 

NASHVILLE 

)'\(IIIBI{\II():\01II"ISSII SBIII'II\\\\117% 1')% 

National Genealogical Society 
4527 17th StrcetNorth ' 
Arlington, VA 22207-2399 

Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society 



Twenty-five speakers have been fea
tured in this column since its inception in 
1989. This issue marks the last appear
ance of Profile and the FORUM thanks 
all the societies who contributed recom
mendations (186 were received) during the 
past seven years. 

A self-described "evangelicalgenealo
gist," Janice finds genealogy to be 

the "ultimate detective game." She enjoys 
generating interest among others, as well, 
through her series of Civil War lectures, 
Canadian topics or other specialties. 

A background in the performing arts 
provided Ms. Cloud with the stage pres
ence and voice control so necessary to a 
successful presenter. In 1961, she was 
awarded a scholarship with Mme. Lotte 
Lehmann at the Music Academy of the 
West. She performed in opera and recitals 
in Southern California, Canada, and Aus
tria and, in 1980, was the first American 
to give recitals in Nanjing and Beijing, 
PRC. One benefit of this unique experi
ence is that she "never has a problem 
when the sound equipment fails." 

Since 1975, when her involvement in 
genealogy began, Ms. Cloud has conducted 
extensive research in most major gene
alogical libraries of the United States, 
Canada, England, and Australia. She is an 
alumna of the National Institute on Genea
logical Research and holds a BS in history 
and geography from the University of 
Oklahoma. She was a 1995 FGS Award 
of Merit recipient, and in 1993 and 1994, 
earned the California State Genealogical 
Alliance Award of Merit. 

Ms. Cloud contributes greatly to the 
genealogical community as editor (Bosom
worth Beacon and The Cloud Family 
Journal) and society officer. She has 
served as past president for three organi
zations, Santa Barbara County Genealogi
cal Society (she is currently president
elect), Phoebe Yates Pember Chapter, 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, and 
Laura Belle Stoddard Tent, Daughters of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War. She is 
past vice-president of the California State 
Genealogical Alliance and chairs their 1890 
California Great Register of Voters project. 

Topics available for presentations 
include "Genealogical Periodicals-An 
Underused Resource," "Give Deeds Their 

Janice G. Cloud 

Do! Leads from the Land," and "Micro
publishing: The Family Newsletter & 
Other Outlets." Skills in far north 
research are developed through lectures 
titled, "Research in Canada (basically 
British Canada)," "Nova Scotia: New 
England's Outpost," and "The Influence 
of History on Canadian Genealogical 
Research." Creative thinking is explained 
in "Create Your Own Luck.in Genealogi
cal Research" and the prospect of new 
sources is unleashed in "Lesser-known 
Records in the National Archives." Full 
day seminars incorporating any of the 
above are available as is "Researching 
Your Civil War Ancestor," which covers 
service and pension records and then goes 
beyond to some more unusual sources. 

A special interest in libraries and ar
chives is evident in the presentation "State 
Libraries & Archives: What They Have & 
How to Get It." Ms. Cloud views such 
repositories as "treasurehouses just wait
ing to divulge their secrets to a clever 
researcher." Her enthusiasm is evident as 
she provides techniques to help listeners 
get the most from visits or correspondence. 

Handouts and transparencies accompany 
all lectures. Taping is limited to personal 
use only. There is no specific restriction 
on travel or accommodations. Honorari-
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urns range from $51 to $150 for single 
lectures; $300 to $425 for semi
nar/workshop. 

Contact Ms. Janice G. Cloud, 400 
Mountain Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. 

[Janice Cloud was proposed for this 
column by the Vandenberg Genealogical 
Society which is based in Santa Barbara, 
California. ] 

The following references to a family or 
individual appear in records in states 
beyond their state of residence. If you find 
one of these "strays," send a postcard 
with 1) name(s) involved; 2) residence 
when record was created; 3) type and date 
of record and citation; 4) present location 
of record; 5) your full name and address. 
Print the information clearly and mail the 
postcard to U.S. Strays, FGS Editorial 
Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, 
IL 60558. For a copy of a postcard entry, 
send a SASE and the file number (7:4:x) 
to the above address. 

7:4: 1. 1822 divorce of John and Sarah 
Dodd in Tennessee. She was a resident of 
Virginia [D. Harrison, OR] 

7:4:2. 1898 marriage of Clinton Phelps of 
Newcastle, Indiana and Elsie Needham of 
Chicago. [Luebking, IL] 

7 :4:3. 1896 marriage of Rev. Stacy Smith 
of Pamona, Kansas and Ella Collins of 
New Lenox, lllinois. [Skuan, IL] 

7:4:4. New York studio photograph of 
sisters Lucy and Sarah Adams, Martha's 
Vineyard, Massachusetts, c1880. 
[Luebking, IL] 

7:4:5. 1896 marriage of William Denton 
of Battle Creek, Michigan and Annie Krause 
of Bloomington, IDinois. [Skuan, IL] 

7:4:6. 1896 marriage of Clarence Burdick 
of Janesville, Wisconsin, and Rosa Bryant 
of Chicago. [Skuan, IL] 

7:4:7. 1877 marriage of Willard S. Lang
maid and Eva Badger, both of Vermont, in 
Ontario, Canada. [Ontario Strays Project] 

7:4:8. Mrs. Mary Bogart of New Jersey, 
died at Canadian residence of son, 1790. 
[Ontario Strays Project] 
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Publications of the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
General Publications 

Member· Non-Member 

Guide for the Organization & Management of Genealogical Societies 
A Primer for Local Historical Societies 
Family Associations Organization and Management Handbook 
Index to NGS and FGS Conferences and Syllabi 
Organizing Archival Records 
The Historical Society as Fund-Raiser and Nonprofit Corporation 
Roberts' Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 9th Edition 

Society Strategy Series 

12.00 
14.00 
10.95 
12.00 
16.00 
4.00 

13.00 

15.00 
16.00 
12.95 
15.00 
18.00 

6.00 
15.00 

All Strategy Papers are four-pages in length. All cost $2.00 for members and $2.50 for non-members 

Strategies for Societies 
1: 1 Legalities of Establishing a Society 
1:2 The Policy and Procedure Manual 
1:3 The Society Newsletter 

4: 1 Strategies for Treasurers: Preparing a Budget 
. Strategies for Secretaries 

1:4 Projects for Fundraising 
1:5 Community Service Projects 
1:6 How to Run an Election 
1:7 Long Range Planning 
1:8 If There an Office in Your Society's Future? 
Strategies for Presidents 

5: 1 Minutes: Taking & Preparing 
5:2 Correspondence: General Principles 
5:3 Filing/Maintaining Records 
Strategies for Program Chairs 
6: 1 Ten Seasonal Programs 
6:2 More Seasonal Program Ideas 
6:4 When Your Speaker is Your Program 
Planning Successful Seminars & Workshops 
6:5 Part 1: Initial Steps and Publicity 2:2 Planning & Conducting Meetings 

2:3 Leadership Styles 6:6 Part 2: Vendor Options/Accommodations 

Subscription for ONE calendar year 
Subscription for TWO calendar years 
Subscription for THREE calendar years 

Forum Magazine 

[Subscribers outside the U.S., please add $8.00 per year] 
Single back issues (List Vol. & No: --------

Member" Non-Member 

9.00 
17.00· 
25.00 

8.00 
3.50 

15.00 
29.00 
42.00 

8.00 
3.50 

* Member Price is the discount given to persons who belong to an organization that is a member of the 
Federation. 

TO ORDER: 

Please mark each item to be included in your order. Indicate the total number of items and the total amount 
of your purchase in the spaces below. If you belong to a society that is a member of FGS you may receive 
the discounted member rate. All orders are post-paid by FGS. Please send a check and this completed order 
form to the FGS business office: 

FGS - Publications 
P.O. Box 830220 
Richardson, TX 75083-0220 

Send to: Name 
Address 

Total number of items: 
-:---

Total amount of order: $ ---
Please add $2.00 for shipping if order includes General Publications 

---------------------
City/State __________________ _ 

Zip Phone ( 

30 Winter 1995, Volume 7 Number 4 



FGS FORUM 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11111: •••• III~.i~_I •••••••••• •••••••·················· ... .........••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG. CGL. FASG, of Springfield, Missouri, is the FORUM Book Review Editor. 
Publications for review should be sent to her at 2324 East Nottingham, Springfield, MO 65804. 

Unless otherwise indicated, the reviews were completed by the review editor. We are pleased to 
welcome Paul Milner to our roster of FGS FORUM reviewers. Several of his reviews appear in this issue. 
Tracing Your Family History in Australia: A Guide to Sources. By Nick Vine Hall. Published by 
Scriptorium Family History Centre, 386 Ferrars Street, Albert Park, Victoria 3206, Australia. 2nd 
edition 1994. 657 pp. Bibliography, Index. Hardcover. 65 Australian dollars surface mail or 85 Marsha Hoffrrum Rising 

Australian dollars airmail. 
This book is not a how-to book but 

rather describes where to go to find up-to
date, published and unpublished, genea
logical sources available in Australia. The 
author justifiably claims that this is the 
most comprehensive and current national 
guide on Australian genealogical records. 
Nick is a nationally known figure in Aus
tralia, a resident genealogist on ABC 
Radio and a prodigious author of genealogy 
books and articles. Nine years have 
passed since the first edition, and from 
324 pages, it has grown to 657. 

For the researcher seeking Australian 
relatives and looking for clues as to where 
to search next, this is the book to buy. In 
spite of my own fifteen years experience 
in genealogical research, the book gave 
me new ideas for finding distant cousins 
in Victoria. 

The book is designed to help the re
searcher find the right record for targeted 
research. It is, in reality, a contextual 
bibliography of published and unpublished 
Australian genealogical materials. There is 
a strong emphasis on finding aids, espe
cially indexes. The bulk is divided into 
chapters for each of the States plus the 
Island Territories. Within each chapter, 
the researcher is led through forty-one 
categories ranging from adoptions, in
quests, convicts, newspapers, shipping, 
wills, etc. The largest chapter pertains to 
New South Wales where these categories 
are discussed in detail. The researcher 
working in one of the other states should 
read the relevant section in the New South 
Wales chapter to obtain the full benefit. 

In the text, all references give title and 
author; to locate full citations, readers 
must consult the bibliography at the end 
of the book. The 9,900 reels of microfilm 
produced by the Australia Joint Copy 
Project, consisting primarily of Australian 
records in England, are not included. In 
the text, some references were described 

as "the main published index" and "other 
published indexes" that were not cited in 
the bibliography. This could be problematic 
for U.S. researchers trying to obtain 
access to a publication in a major library, 
or through inter-library loan, when the 
full citation is not known. 

Paul Milner, Park Ridge, IL 

* * * * 
Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory 
(Oklahoma) Marriage Book C. Compiled 
by Sandra Tedford. Published by the 
author, 400 Sherry Lane, Farmersville, 
TX 75442-1538.1993. Index. Softcover. 
$15 plus $2 postage per order. Order 
from compiler at address shown. 

Over 2,300 marriages are listed as I 
like to see them-in the order in which 
they were recorded. An every name index 
refers to both bride and groom; an addi
tional index lists ministers. In addition to 
the marriage date, the researcher will also 
find the residences and ages ofthe parties. 
The Chickasaw nation included all or part 
of the following counties: Bryan, Carter, 
Coal, Garvin, Grady, Jefferson, Johnston, 
Love, McClain, Marshall, Murray, Ponto
toc and Stephens. Tedford has done a fine 
job with the volume, and she reports that 
her earlier volume of Marriage Books A 
& B is also still available. 

* * * * 
Genealogy Starter Kit. By William 
Dollarhide. Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 1001 N. Calvert 
St., Baltimore, MD 21202-3897. 1994. 
v, 26 pp. Softcover. $8.95 plus $3.50 
shipping ($1.25 for each additional 
book). 

Do you have a friend who is just be
ginning genealogical research? This book
let would make a great gift and get them 
started on the right foot. It begins with a 
seven-step system for gathering essential 

information and then provides repositories 
and addresses for broadening the search. 
Three master forms complete the booklet 
so the beginner can get organized before 
becoming inundated with information like 
the rest of us have. 

* * * * 
Irish Passenger Lists: 1803-1806. By 
Brian Mitchell. Published by Genealogi
cal Publishing Co., 1001 N. Calvert St., 
Baltimore, MD 21202-3897. 1995. ix, 
154 pp. Index, introduction, tables. 
Hardcover. $25 plus $3.50 shipping 
($1.25 for each additional book). 

Only between March 1803 and March 
1806 were official registers of passengers 
leaving Irish ports required. The masters 
of ships were legally required to provide 
name, age, occupation, and in most cases, 
place of abode, for all passengers to a 
customs commissioner in the port before 
departure. A duplicate was sent to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland requesting 
permission to sail. The government's 
concern was occupation, not wanting to 
lose skilled tradesmen and craftsmen such 
as linen weavers. For genealogists the 
most useful information is the emigrant's 
place of residence in Ireland. The author 
acknowledges that care is needed in inter
preting the place name since no standard 
spelling existed at this time. The sailing date 
for each ship listed is actually the date the 
Lord Lieutenant gave permission to sail. 
Embarkation would have occurred as soon 
after this as weather and tides permitted. 

These lists pre-date the American 
passenger arrival lists. Researchers look
ing for Irish immigrants who came to the 
U.S. in the early 1800s, must examine 
this compilation. The lists may provide 
the only documentation for an ancestor's 
emigration. Fortunately, there is a com
plete name index. 

Paul Milner, Park Ridge, IL 
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Italians to America: Usts of Passengers 
Arriving at u.s. Ports 1880-1899; vol
ume 5, Passengers Arriving at New 
York November l890-December 1891. 
Edited by Ira A. Glazier and P. Wil
liam Filby. Published by Scholarly 
Resources, 104 Greenhill Ave., Wil
mington, DE 19805; 1995. xxxvii, 670 
pp. Index. Hardback. $75 per volume. 

Italy was the second-largest contributor 
of foreign-born Americans during the 
peak years of immigration, 1880-1920. 
Statistics reveal that one of every twenty 
Americans-roughly twelve million people 
today-can claim Italian ancestry For 
those who are tracing their Italian heritage 
or conducting statistical studies of Italian 
America, this series is an important 
source. Scholarly Resources has projected 
twelve volumes to cover the last two 
decades of nineteenth-century Italian 
immigration. The present volume, and 
some of the others, treat arrival through 
New York-the port through which most 
Italians arrived. 

Data were taken from the original 
passenger lists compiled at the port of 
embarkation and filed once the ship 
docked in America. Along with a surname 
index, the compilation gives the name of 
the vessel, the departure ports, arrival 
date, name of passenger, age, sex, occu
pation province and village of origin, and 
destination in the United States. 

While the series offers convenient 
access to a previously unindexed group of 
records, as with any compiled source, the 
user should always consult the original. 
No compilation of records is without 
transcription errors. The value of Italians 
to America is that many will now be able 
to document their forebears' arrivals. 
Before now, lacking an index for the 
busiest port of arrival during this time 
period, searching for an arrival date and 
the name of the ship had been a painstak
ing and overwhelming task. 

Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, 

Simla, Colorado 

* * * * 
Volume 11 Vital Records Town of Chat
ham, Massachusetts 1851-1900. Com
piled by Anna Lowell Tomlinson. Pub
lished by the Chatham Historical Soci
ety, Inc., Atwood House Museum, 347 
Stage Harbor Road, Chatham, MA 
02633. 1994. $60 plus $4.50 shipping. If 
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one combines with a purchase of Vol
ume I (1696-1850) price is $100; ship
ping same. 

Again, the Chatham Historical Society 
has produced a distinguished work. This 
significant publication is transcribed from 
the original hand-written records main
tained by the town clerks and is beauti
fully produced. Not only the order is 
preserved, but additional notes are sepa
rated by brackets so the researcher can 
separate the original from supplementary 
material. An every-name index completes 
the work. The compiler and the society 
are to be highly commended for their 
attention to detail in producing this second 
monumental reference. 

* * * * 
Dallasearch: A Guide to Genealogical 
Resources in Dallas County, Texas. 
Published by the Dallas Genealogical 
Society, P.O. Box 12648, Dallas, TX 
75225. 1993. viii, 31 pp. Softcover. $5 
plus $1 shipping. 

Be prepared for your research when 
you attend the 1997 FGS Conference in 
Dallas, Texas! This slim volume will 
introduce you to the many genealogical 
resources in Dallas County, provide you 
with location and hours of repositories and 
other visitor information such as parking 
places and rates. It even provides two 
street maps and suggestions, as well as 
locations, for standard genealogical sourc
es. This is just too good a bargain to pass 
up. 

* * * * 
The Loyalists in Ontario. By William D. 
Reid. Published by Genealogical Pub
lishing Co., 1001 N. Calvert St., Balti
more, MD 21202-3897. 1973, reprinted 
1994. vii, 418 pp. Index. Hardcover. 
$35 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

Mr. Reid has extracted from the Or
ders-In-Council of the Council of Upper 
Canada thousands of references to the 
land grants made to the sons and daugh
ters of the Loyalists following the Ameri
can Revolutionary War. For those with 
Loyalist ancestry, this book is a quick 
way of reconstructing whole families. The 
references have been arranged under the 
name of the Loyalist parent. This creates 
a large collection of family group records, 
most of which are believed to be com-

plete. 
For sons, the Order-In-Council records 

provide names, places of residence and 
the name of the Loyalist father. For 
daughters, the records provide the name 
of her husband, place of residence and 
name of the Loyalist father. Each entry is 
fully cited. Additional information, from 
other sources, has sometimes been added 
but not cited. The introduction gives clues 
as to where the information may have 
originated. 

The family groups are arranged alpha
betically under the name of the Loyalist 
father. The names of spouses are listed in 
an index of stray names. Both places need 
to be checked. 

Paul Milner, Park Ridge, Illinois 

* * * * 
Marion County, Florida Marriages 
(1844-1900) Including Alachua County, 
FL 1837-1845. By The Historic Ocala/ 
Marion County Preservation Society 
and The Historic Ocala/Marion County 
Genealogical Society. Published by 
HO/MCGS, P.O. Box 1206, Ocala, FL 
34478-1206. 1993. 283 pp. Hardcover. 
$30 postpaid. Order from publisher. 

As the title indicates, this well-pro
duced compilation publishes some of 
central Florida's earliest marriage records. 
Marion County was originally much larg
er than it is today and researchers should 
always be aware of the genealogy of the 
counties as well as the people for whom 
they search. The first half of this refer
ence lists the grooms in alphabetical or
der; the second half duplicates the brides 
in same size and typeface. This may not 
be the most useful arrangment to conserve 
space. After the date of marriage is the 
reference to the original volume and page. 
The introduction tells us that ex-slaves' 
marriages were . recorded, specified as 
such and included an indication when they 
had lived together prior to the offical mar
riage. These additional mentions do not 
appear in the text itself. This publication 
will serve as a helpful guidepost, but even 
if the original record is difficult to locate, 
it may contain additional information. 

* * * * 
Cemetery Inscriptions Published in Thirty 
Years of the Arkansas Family Historian. 
Compiled by Lewis E. Roberts. Pub
lished by the Arkansas Genealogical 



Society, Box 908, Hot Springs, AR 
71902.1992.550 pp. Hardcover. $49.50 
postpaid. 

This alphabetical listing of cemetery 
inscriptions is taken from thirty years 
(1962-91) of back issues of The Arkansas 
Family Historian. Included are full names, 
dates of birth and death, county abbrevia
tions, cemetery names, citation of issue 
and miscellaneous data found on the 
stones such as military service, fraternal 
organization, etc. Over 30,000 inscrip
tions are listed in this state-wide source. 
A list of the cemeteries, descriptions and 
locations add to the computerized listing. 

People tended to wander through and 
around Arkansas in their search for per
manent homes. This source can help 
pinpoint some of those missing relatives 
from the family group. Even though I 
continue to complain about alphabetical 
listings of cemetery inscriptions, a com
piled listing from previously published 
records can be rationalized. I still hope 
the originals were transcribed in their 
proper order so that the family connec
tions are not lost. The author here sug
gests that when the reader finds a name of 
interest, one should look for others of that 
family name in the same cemetery. Some 
of my best discoveries have been when 
the connections are made between people 
of different surnames! 

I read the introduction twice and found 
the cemetery description and location, but 
never did learn the meaning of the "()" 
next to "grandchild of David Logan" that 
was tabulated in the "other" category next 
to Ginnattar Chism, the individual of my 
interest. Now I am confused. Was this 
entry actually on the stone? Neither is 
there a cross-index to the other names 
within the original alphabetical list. There
fore, if David Logan had not himself had 
a stone, I might have missed the reference 
to him. 

This contribution is a major finding aid 
for those looking for people buried in 
Arkansas. It is easy to read and simple to 
use. Arkansas researchers will want it on 
their library shelves. But, it's still more 
fun and productive to visit the cemeteries 
themselves. 

* * * * 
New Netherland Roots. By Gwenn F. 
Epperson. Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 1001 N. Calvert 

St., Baltimore, MD 21202-3897. 1994. 
xix, 147 pp. Illustrations. Hardcover. 
$20 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

After significant discoveries tracing her 
own seventeenth-century ancestors from 
New Netherland back to their origins in 
Netherlands, Germany, Belgium and 
France, Epperson was encouraged to 
explain her step-by-step process. Although 
intended as an article, her lessons evolved 
into the guidebook seen here. It is most 
encouraging when someone developes a 
how-to genealogy book based on their 
own succcess. It can also be rare. 

Meticulously, she guides the reader 
through both familiar and unusual records, 
including passenger lists, church records, 
court minutes and marriage registers. She 
explains the Dutch naming practices, 
suggests methods for best exploiting gaz
etteers, glossaries, dictionaries and other 
Dutch research aids. 

Harry Macy, FASG, Associate Editor of 
the New York Genealogical and Biograph
ical Record, states in his introduction that 
"Every genealogist who is descended from 
a New Netherland family should study 
this guide," and that is a good enough 
recommendation for me! 

* * * * 
The Genealogist's Guide to Fraktur for 
Genealogists Researching Gennan-Amer
ican Families. By Corinne Pattie Ear
nest and Beverly Repass Hoch, CGRS. 

Published by Russell D. Earnest Associ
ates, P.O. Box 490, Damascus, MD 
20872-0490. 1990. 47 pp. Index, illus
trations. Softcover. $14.95 plus $2 ship
ping ($1 each additional book). 

Fraktur, old German decorated manu
scripts (ca. 1750-1900) are beautiful and 
fascinating. In addition, they can provide 
the missing links in family relationships. 
However, genealogists have often over
looked these sources because they are 
difficult to locate, and we don't always 
understand their meanings. Earnest and 
Hoch have remedied the second obstacle 
with this helpful guide. In addition to their 
clear and descriptive explanations, the 
book is enhanced with drawings, hand
writing examples, translations from Ger
man to English of the commonly found 
phrases and reproductions of several 
pieces of fraktur. 

When I was not fortunate enough to 
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find fraktur for my own ancestors, I 
discovered a woman who specializes in 
recreating them for modern records. A 
fraktur of my own marriage record is now 
displayed in my home. If you are Ger
man-American, by reading this book you, 
too, may become enthralled with this 
fascinating folk art and unique family 
record. 

* * * * 
Caribbean Historical and Genealogical 
Journal. Published by the Cuban Index, 
P.O. Box 15839, San Luis Obispo, CA 
93406. Softcover. 46 pp. Quarterly 
published at $20 per year (Foreign $24). 

The first issue of Volume II (January 
1994) was provided for review and con
tains a number of interesting items: a 
brief chronological history of the Carib
bean, a listing of parish names and admin
istrative divisions of British Caribbean 
Islands, some Caribbean plantations and a 
catalogue of various archival and library 
manuscript collections on the islands. Also 
published were microfilm titles and num
bers for particular records held at the 
Family History Library and the names of 
individuals applying for visas at Havana, 
Cuba, who wished to travel to the United 
States in 1861. A nice variety, coupled 
with the inevitable query section, make 
this a distinctive journal for a singular 
group of people. 

, .•..•.•........ ································iii1>III!l ••••• · ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••. ] 
General Index to the Documents Relating 
to the Colonial History of the State of 
New Jersey. First Series in Ten Vol
umes. By Frederick W. Ricord. Pub
lished by Genealogical Publishing Com
pany, 1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, 
MD 21202-3897. 1994 (originally pub
lished 1888).198 pp. Hardcover. $22.50 
plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 each addi
tional book). 

The title describes the book. Nearly 
7,500 individuals and hundreds of topical 
references lead to the published docu
ments related to the founding and settle
ment of colonial New Jersey. You will 
need to have access to the volumes them
selves to determine the significance of the 
entry. While each volume is indexed, the 
cumulative index will make the search 
faster. 
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Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, is the Family Associations editor. Family Association newsletters and items 
to be considered for publication should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120-4831. 

The John Libby Family Association held its first Family Reunion on September 7, 1904 at Central Park in 
Somersworth, New Hampshire under the name of "Sons and Daughters of Benjamin Libby." In a few years the 
name was changed to the one presently used. Except for the World War II years, annual reunions have been held 
for over ninety years. In recent years the reunions have been held in the John Libby Memorial Hall in the Parish 
House of the First Congregational Church in Scarborough, Maine. 

The Libby Homestead Corporation was created in 1915 to be the financial branch of the Association. It was Christine Rose 
to formulate plans regarding the property 
formerly owned by John Libby, the pro
genitor of the Libby Family. However, as 
the plans never materialized, the emphasis 
was shifted to the collection and publica
tion of Libby genealogical data. Shares of 
stock at $5.00 per share and the sale of 
various publications of interest to the 
family help defray the expenses of the 
Association and its projects. The officers 
of both organizations are the same and are 
elected at the annual meeting held during 
the reunion. The Homestead Corporation 
contributed a substantial sum to the John 
Libby Memorial Hall at the Parish House 
of the First Congregational Church in 
Scarborough, Maine, and has a standing 
invitation to hold its annual meetings and 
reunions there. 

A newsletter is published semi-annually 
(and occasionally more often) telling of 
the activities of the Association. Each 
issue includes a feature story of general 
interest to all members of the Libby family. 

ALASKA 
Documenting aspects of Alaskan history 

is possible through records found at the 
National Archives-Alaska Region. Many 
of these federal records deal with the 
native population as well. "As wards of 
the federal government, the islanders 
received housing, health care, education 
and other services," according to Thomas 
E. Wiltsey in "Protecting Alaska's Native 
Population-With Federal Records." Mr. 
Wiltsey appraises employment and payroll 
records, records resulting from the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act, student 
folders for Mt. Edgecumbe, the Bureau of 
Indian Affair's largest school, "village 
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The genealogical committee recently 
published Volume II of The Libby Family 
1882-1982. Volume I is still available for 
purchase. 

The organization also set up the Libby 
Archives committee. They will have the 
dual purpose of collecting Libby memora
bilia and finding a suitable repository for 
its future preservation. This activity has 
brought the Libby Association into a close 
working relationship with the Scarborough 
Historical Society. 

[For more information contact Robert 
Lindquist, John Libby Family Association, 
P.O. Box 11365, Portland, ME 04104.] 

* * * 
The Haskell Family Society, founded 

in 1991 and formally organized 11 July 
1992, in Cranborne, Dorset, England, is 
international in scope and open to all 
family members and those interested in 
the family. Their objectives are the culti
vation and nurturing of Haskell family 

census rolls" (1912-72), and townsite 
trustee records maintained by the' Bureau 
of Lan<J Management. The article appears 
in "From the Regions, " edited by 
Rosanne Butler for The Record (Jan 
1995), the periodical of the National Ar
chives. 

EAST EUROPEAN 
The Federation of East European Fam

ily History Societies is on the World Wide 
Web at http://www.dcn.davis.ca.us:80/ 
-feeths/. The FEEFHS, which began in 
1992 with 11 societies as founding mem
bers, today has a membership of over 100 
organizations from 14 countries. Estab-

relationships, sharing of genealogical and 
other family information, and fellowship. 

The Society publishes a very attractive 
quarterly publication of 15 or more pages. 
The contents are varied and interesting, 
with news of Haskells in the past and 
present. The group offers free queries and 
gratis family research. "We welcome all 
news and ,articles from or about family 
members wherever they may be." 

According to Winthrop A. Haskell, the 
editor/historian of the group, the Haskell 
family members "no matter where they 
reside in the world today" can trace their 
roots directly back to that "little corner of 
Southwest England" where they hold their 
annual reunion each May. They feature 
guest speakers, exhibits, a barbecue and 
"warm fellowship." 

[For membership fees or information 
contact: W. A. Haskell, Editor, Historian, 
Haskell Family Society, Mohrengasse II, 
76359 Marxzell/Pfaffenrot, Germany.] 

lishing a Web site was the work of John 
D. Movius who has entered some back
ground history of FEEFHS, its officers, 
publications, and membership benefits. A 
list of current members with street and e
mail addresses, telephone and fax num
bers, and a link to their own home pages 
is also provided. Those wishing more 
information on FEEFHS may write John 
D. Movius, P.O. Box 4327, Davis, Cali
fornia 95617-4327. 

ICELAND 
The government of Iceland is develop

ing a program to compile a registry of 
everyone in North America who is of 



Icelandic descent. To add your name to 
this registry write The Icelandic National 
League, 699 Carter Avenue, Winnipeg, 
Canada R3M 2C3. Your name will be 
forwarded to Iceland, and in several 
months you will receive the official entry 
forms. [Manitoba Genealogical Society 
Inc. Generations (June 1995)] 

LITHUANIA 
"Genealogical records taken from the 

books and bulletins of the Chicago Mar
iampoie Aid Society are available through 
e-mail from Raymond Whitzman of Que
bec, Canada. The Aid Society was founded 
in Chicago in June of 1907. They began 
issuing year books in 1933 (the books 
from 1933 to 1945 are not available) and 
most of them from 1946 to 1963 are in 
my files. The Society Bulletin, first issued 
in November of 1944, is now numbered 

over 325 and is still issued quarterly. 
Over 400 family names have been culled 
from the above sources and recorded on 
family genealogy forms. Additional infor
mation was added at the 70th, 75th and 
80th anniversary celebrations, when fami
ly members filled in blank spaces or 
outlined the family relationships on the 
back of the page. The sheets have been 
photocopied and mailed to Mr. Whitzman, 
with grandparents and great, great grand
parents listed among the 400+ names. 
Many of the names will be found in my 
book, Bridges to an American City, A 
Guide to Chicago's Landsmanshajten, 
1870 to 1990. A great many of the sec
ond, third or fourth generation are from 
the Memorial Section of the yearbooks. 
Mr. Whitzman will place this genealogical 
information into his Microsoft software. 
His e-mail address is Ray. Whitzman@ 

FGS FORUM 

qgd.mba.org." [Sidney Sorkin, Buffalo 
Grove, Illinois, 12 July 1995] 

RUSSIA 
Migrations from the Russian Empire: 

Lists of Passengers Arriving at the Pon of 
New York has been published in two 
volumes (Jan. 1875-Sept. 1882 and Oct. 
1882-Apr. 1886). Edited by Ira A. Gla
zier and available through A votaynu Pub
lishers, P.O. Box 900, Teaneck, NJ 
07666 or Genealogical Publishing Co., 
1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 
21202-3897. These are the first two vol
umes of a project conducted by the Tem
ple-Balch Center for Immigration Re
search to index pre-191O arrival records. 
"Russian" is defined to include Poles, 
Byelorussians, Ukrainians, Jews, Finns, 
Lithuanians, Latvians, Estonians and the 
Volga Germans. 

Events should have importance beyond a particular geographic area. Submit calendar items by January 28 for an April 15 
delivery to readers, or April 1 for a July 15 delivery to readers. Include name and description of event, date, place, contact name 
and address or phone number. Send Calendar items to FGS Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558. 

January 27, Largo, Florida: Pinellas 
Genealogy Society, Inc. will hold an 
education seminar with mUltiple class 
selections available. For more informa
tion, send SASE to Linda Attebery 
Carpenter, PGS, Inc., P.O. Box 1614, 
Largo, FL 34649-1614. 

January 27, McAllen, Texas: The 
McAllen Genealogical Society will host 
its annual all-day seminar with a lun
cheon included. Featured speaker, 
Richard L. Hooverson, will discuss 
two of the major Western migration 
routes in Waters West: The Erie Canal 
and Great Lakes and Trail Dust: 
Routes in the Southwest. For registra
tion information write the McAllen 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 4714, 
McAllen, TX 78502-4714 or call 
Elaine Macey (210) 581-5511. 

February 3, Lakeland, Florida: A George 
Schweitzer Seminar will be sponsored 
by the Imperial Polk Genealogical 
Society. Contact Kay C. Stone, 2240 
Banana Road, Lakeland, FL 33809; 
telephone (813) 858-2738. 

February 10, Daytona Beach Shores, 
Florida: The Council of Genealogical 
Societies of Volusia County will fea
ture Mary Bondurant Warren on Re
search in Early Records of North 
Carolina and Virginia and Crossing the 
Atlantic to Search in France and Swit
zerland for Huguenot Records. For 
details contact Patricia G. Smith, 114 
Lewis Street, Edgewater, FL 32141-
7306 or call (904) 345-4414. 

February 13-22, Dallas, Texas: "Have 
We Got a Sweetheart of a Deal for 
You!" The Dallas Genealogical Society 
is offering a seven or nine day educa
tional and fun research trip to the 
Family History Library in Salt Lake 
City. Trip cost includes lodging and 
tour guides to help you with your 
research. For information write: DGS
SLC 1996, P.O. Box 25556, Dallas, 
TX 75225-1556 or call Dorothy Odom 
Bruce at (214) 239-4901. 

February 24, Wheaton, Illinois: The 
DuPage County (IL) Genealogical 
Society will host its Twenty-First 

Annual Workshop titled, "Heart to 
Heart: From the European Heartland to 
the American Heartland." Joy Reis
inger will offer instruction in documen
tation topics and Midwest research 
sources. Several German research 
segments will be presented by Leroy 
Boehlke and Patricia Reaves. Other 
sessions include computer software for 
genealogy and general topics for begin
ners. For information contact Margaret 
Weber, 1477 A Woodcutter Lane, 
Wheaton, IL 60187 or call (708) 690-
6402. 

February 24, Whittier, California: Craig 
Roberts Scott is the guest speaker for 
the Whittier Area Genealogical So
ciety's 1996 Seminar. Mr. Scott's 
subjects are Understanding Research in 
the National Archives; Reasons for not 
Serving in the Civil War; Pension 
Records Research: Beyond the Appli
cation; and Military Research. Write 
WAGS, P.O. Box 4367, Whittier, CA 
90607-4367. 

March 8-9, San Francisco, California: 
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California Genealogical Society's 
Eleventh Annual Family History Fair 
will be held at the San Francisco Con
course Exhibition Center in San Fran
cisco. For details write to CGS, P.O. 
Box 77105, San Francisco, CA 94107-
0105 or call (415) 777-9936. 

March 12, Kingsland, Texas: The Kings
land Genealogical Society invites re
searchers to an all day seminar with 
guest speaker Richard L. Hooverson. 
Topics will include Fractured Laws of 
Genealogy; Vital Interests: Using 
Birth, Marriage, Divorce, and Death 
Records; Land of the Living Dead: 
Locating Old Cemeteries and Records; 
and Planning a Research Trip. Write 
KGS, P.O. Box 952, Kingsland, TX 
78639-0952. 

March 16, Arlington, Virginia: Sandra 
Hargreaves Luebking is the guest 
speaker for the 1996 Fairfax Genealog
ical Society Seminar. Contact Karlene 
Masters, 1996 Seminar Chair, c/o The 
Society, P.O. Box 2344, Merrifield, 
VA 22116-2344 for details. 

March 23, Santa Rosa, California: Chris
tine Rose will present Court Records, 
Revolutionary War Records: Beyond 
the Pension; Preponderance of Evi
dence; and Avoid the Crooked Path! 
Genealogy Problem Solving, for the 
Santa Rosa Genealogical Society. 
Contact Donald E. Wolf, 2575 Bennett 
Ridge Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95404. 

April 11-13, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 
Utah Genealogical Association Annual 
Conference will be three days. Thurs
day will be devoted to training family 
history center staff. Friday and Satur
day classes will include topics related 
to research in the United States, inter
national areas, computers and general 
methodology. Evening workshops will 
be offered. Lou Szucs will be the 
special guest speaker and instructor. 
For more information contact UGA, 
Box 1144, Salt Lake City, UT 84110 
or call (801) 240-2091. 

April 13-14, Pasadena, California: The 
Annual Jamboree will include Christine 
Rose presenting the topic, Preponder-
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ance of Evidence: Where CAN it be 
used? Contact Jan Jennings, 3324 Crail 
Way, Glendale, CA 91206-1107. 

April 19-20, Cincinnati, Ohio: The Ohio 
Genealogical Society announces its 
35th Annual Conference, "Expanding 
Your Horizons-Resources and Re
search Skills. II Some topics to be 
covered include German Research; 
Irish Research; English Research; 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana Research 
and Resources; the Use of Computers 
in Genealogy; and many skill-building 
topics. Details available from OGS 
Headquarters at P.O. Box 2625, Mans
field, OH 44906-0625. 

April 20, Easton, Pennsylvania: The 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 
and the Northampton County Historical 
and Genealogical Society will present 
a conference on "Old Northampton 
County-One Gateway Into Pennsyl
vania. II Lectures will be conducted on 
records in Northampton County, its 
parent county Bucks, and the counties 
carved later from Northampton Coun
ty. Other classes will be on resources 
in those New York counties that pro
vided substantial immigration into 
Northampton County, New Jersey 
records, and ethnic groups. Contact 
GSP, 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19107; (215) 545-0391; or fax 
(215) 545-0936. 

April 20, Houston, Texas: The Houston 
Genealogy Forum will present Chris
tine Rose lecturing on Estates: A Gold
mine!; Using Little Known and Ne
glected Sources: A Potpourri; Success
ful Courthouse Research; and Avoid 
the Crooked Path! Genealogy Problem 
Solving. Contact Houston Genealogy 
Forum, P.O. Box 271466, Houston, 
TX 77277-1466. 

April 20, Huntsville, Alabama: Sandra 
Hargreaves Luebking is the featured 
speaker for the Tennessee Valley Ge
nealogical Society, Inc.. The four 
lectures are Circumventing Blocked 
Lines, Finding Females, Smart Search: 
Using Critical Thinking Skills, and 
Deprived, Depraved, & Dependent. 
Contact TVGS, P.O. Box 1568, Hunts-

ville, AL 35807 for registration infor
mation. 

April 27, Baton Rouge, Louisiana: 
Jacques de Guise will present lectures 
on French Emigration to America: Rec
ords of Value in Europe; Genealogical 
Research in France; Flanders: Belgian, 
Dutch, or French?; and Oddities in 
Western Continental Europe. The 
seminar is sponsored by the Louisiana 
Genealogical and Historical Society. 
Write LGHS, P.O. Box 3454, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70821 for details. 

May 8-11, Nashville, Tennessee: The 
National Genealogical Society's Con
ference in the States will offer a wide 



variety of presentations with special 
attention paid to Tennessee and its 
eight surrounding states, as well as 
those states to which early Tennesseans 
migrated. The conference will also 
feature migration and land topics. 
Write NGS, Nashville '96 Conference, 
4527 17th Street North, Arlingon, VA 
22207-2399; or call (703) 525-0050; or 
fax (703) 525-0052. 

May 18, Eau Claire, Wisconsin: Annual 
Meeting of the Wisconsin State Genea
logical Society will include a program 
by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. Con
tact John A. Brissee, Rt 2 529 Echo 
Valley Rd., Brooklyn, WI 53521-9448; 
(608) 835-9750. 

May 31-June 2, Nashville, Tennessee: 
The Rose Family Association will hold 
its sixth Rose Genealogical Research 
Conference at the Marriott Hotel. 
Speakers will include Christine Rose, 
CG, CGL, FASG and Gale Williams 
Bamman, CG. For details contact: 
Rose Family Association, 1474 Monte
legre Dr., San Jose, CA 95120-4831. 

June 8, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma: The 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society, in 
conjunction with its "First Families of 
the Twin Territories" dinner, will 
feature Henry Z. "Hank" Jones, Jr., 
FAGS at its Saturday seminar. Brochures 
available in early 1996. Please send 
legal size SASE to OGS, Box 12986, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73157-2986. 

June 11-16, Birmingham, Alabama: Insti
tute of Genealogy and Historical Re
search will conduct a week-long learn
ing experience. See article this issue. 
Write Dr. Joan Kirchman Mitchell, 
IGHR, Samford University Library, 
Birmingham, AL 35229 or phone (205) 
870-2780. 

June 22-24, Prestonsburg, Kentucky: 
"Finding Your Family Tree," an East
ern Kentucky Searchers Seminar spon
sored by KFB Enterprises, P.O. Box 
182, Batavia, IL 60510. For details 
phone (800) 253-3089. 

July 9-13, Springfield, Illinois: Genealog
ical Institute of Mid-America will hold 

its third annual educational opportunity. 
See article this issue. Contact Julie 
Slack, Continuing Education, University 
of Illinois at Springfield, Springfield, 
IL 62794-9243. 

July 14-19, Boston, Massachusetts: The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston will host the Summer Seminar 
on Jewish Genealogy at the Park Plaza 
Hotel. The event will feature over fifty 
speakers from throughout the world. 
Contact JGSGB, P.O. Box 366, New
ton Highlands, MA 02161-0003; (617) 
784-0387. 

July 15-19, Washington, D.C.: National 
Institute on Genealogical Research will 
hold its annual study week. See article 
this issue. Write to NIGR, P.O. Box 
14274, Washington, D.C. 20044-4272. 

July 21-26, Plano (Dallas area), Texas: 
Institute of Genealogical Studies conducts 
a week-long educational opportunity. See 
article this issue. Write IGS, P.O. Box 
25556, Dallas, Texas 75225-5556. 

August 7, Richmond, Virginia: The Vir
ginia Genealogical Society will sponsor 
a Virginia Institute of Genealogical 
Research (VIGR) at Rosslyn, a quiet 
campus-style retreat overlooking the 
James River in Richmond. Instruction 
will be on Virginia research sources 
and techniques, many of which are 
applicable to other areas. The institute 
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is for the novice and the experienced 
researcher who wish to learn more 
about Virginia research methodology. 
Write VIGR, The Virginia Genealogi
cal Society, 5001 W. Broad Street, 
Ste. 115, Richmond, VA 23230-3023. 

August 14-17, Rochester, New York: In 
Your Ancestors' Image, the annual 
national conference of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies will be hosted 
by the Rochester Genealogical Soci
ety. Program details will be pub
lished in spring issue of FORUM or 
write FGS Business Office, P.O. Box 
830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220. 

August 18-23, Ottawa, Canada: "Families 
and Emblems Transcending Frontiers" 
is the theme of the 22nd International 
Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic 
Sciences. The sessions will be held at 
the University of Ottawa, Canada's 
oldest and largest bilingual (French
English) university. Contact the Cana
dian Heraldic Authority, 1 Sussex 
Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada KIA 
OAl; telephone 001 (613) 991-2228; 
fax 001 (613) 991-1681. 

September 21-22, San Diego, California: 
The 50th Anniversary of the San Diego 
Genealogical Society will be celebrated 
in connection with the annual Family 
History Fair. Write to SDGS, 1050 
Pioneer Way, Suite E, EI Cajon, CA 
92020-1943 for details. 

Indiana Resident? Indiana Roots? 
JOIN NOW FOR 1996! 

Indiana Genealogical Society 
P. O. Box 10507 Dept. F 
Fort Wayne, IN 46852 

Single Membership $20, Family $25. Benefits Include: 
6 Issues of IGS Newsletter 
4 Issues of IGS Journal 
Annual.MeetingjConfCl·enee 

Diseounts on IGS Publications 
Free queries in IGS Newsletter 
Partieipate in Statewide Projects 
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FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES-411 MEMBERS STRONG AND GROWING 

(N) denotes new member 
• denotes charter member 

ALABAMA 
Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Institute of Genealogy & Historical Research, Samford 

University 
Montgomery Genealogical Society 
Natchez Trace Genealogical Society 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks Genealogical Society 

ARIZONA 

Apache Genealogical Society 
Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board (N) 
Arizona State Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Yuma Arizona 
Genealogical Workshop of Mesa 
Green Valley Genealogical Society 
Jensen-Petersen-ElkjerFamily Association 
Mesa Family History Center 
Northern Arizona Genealogical Society 
Phoenix Genealogical Society, The 
Sun Cities Genealogical Society, Inc. 
W. W. Genealogy Club (N) 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas Genealogical Society 
Professional Genealogists of Arkansas, Inc. 

CALIFORNIA 
Boyt-Boyetltle/ Family 
British Isles Family History Soc of Los Angeles 
California African-American Genealogy Society 
California Genealogical Society - Library 
California State Genealogical Alliance 
Carlsbad City Library 
Conejo Valley Genealogical Society 
Contra Costa County Genealogical Society 
Cork Family History (N) 
East Kern Genealogical Society 
Escondido Genealogical Scoiety, INc. 
Genealogical and Historical Council Sacramento Valley 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America (N) 
Genealogical Society of Morongo Basin (N) 
Genealogical Society of Riverside • 
Genealogical Society of Santa Cruz County, Inc. (N) 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
German Research Association, Inc. 
Glendora Genealogical Group 
Immigrant Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Los Angeles 
Jurupa Valley Genealogy Society 
Kern County Genealogical Society 
Lake County Genealogical Society 
Lake Elsinore Genealogical Society 
Livermore-AmadorGenealogical Society 
Los Angeles Westside Genealogical Society 
Monterey County Genealogical Society 
Napa Valley Genealogical & Biographical Society 
Orange County Genealogical Society 
POINT/POINTers 
Pasadena Genealogy Society 
Pomona Valley Genealogical Society 
Questing Heirs Genealogical Society 
Rose Family Association 
Sacramento German Genealogy Society, Inc. (N) 
San Diego Genealogical Society 
San Diego Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Fernando Valley Genealogical Society 
San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society 
San Mateo County Genealogical Society 
Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society 
Santa Clara County Hist & Genealogical Society 
Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society Library 
Solano County Genealogical Society 
South Bay Cities Genealogical Society 
Southern California Genealogical Society 
Timothe De Montbrun Society (N) 
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As of 26 October 1995 
Vandenberg Genealogical Society 
Whittier Area Genealogical Society 

COWRADO 
Aurora Genalogical Society of Colorado 
Boulder Genealogical Society • 
Cogswell Family Association (N) 
Colorado Chapter/Ohio Genealogical Society 
Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
Colorado Genealogical Society • 
Columbine Gen and Hist Society, Inc .• 
Foothills Genealogical Society of Colorado, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 
Larimer County Genealogical Society 
Longmont Genealogical Society 
Penrose Genealogy Library 
Pikes Peak Genealogical Society 
Weld County Genealogical Society 

CONNECTICUT 

Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council (N) 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc. • 

DELAWARE 

Delaware Genealogical Society 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, 1h: (N) 
District of Columbia Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Speaker's Guild (N) 
NSDAR Library 

FWRIDA 

Alachua County Genealogical Society 
Amelia Island Genealogical Society 
Central Florida Genealogy and Hist Society 
Citrus County Genealogical Society 
Citrus Springs Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Collier County (N) 
Genealogical Society of Hernando County 
Genealogical Society of North Brevard, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Sarasota 
Genealogical Society of South Brevard • 
Genealogy Society of Bernando County (N) 
Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 
Indian River Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County (N) 
Joseph Harvey Cooper Family History Society (N) 
Kinseekers Genealogical Society of Lake County 
Lee County Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Manasota Genealogical Society Inc. 
Palm Beach County Genealogical Society 
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society 
Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc. 
The Genealogical Society of Broward County Inc. (N) 
The Putnam County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 

GEORGIA 

Cobb County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Ellen Payne Odom Genealogy Library, Inc. 
Georgia Genealogical Society • 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Georgia 
Paulding County Genealogical Society (N) 

HAWAII 

Hawaii County Genealogical Society 
Sandwich Islands Genealogy Society 

IDAHO 

Friends of the Idaho Genealogical Library (N) 
Predmore Pridemore Pridmore Prigmore Association 

ILLINOIS 

Afro-American Genealogical & Historical Society of 
Chicago 

Belleville Public Library 
Blackhawk Genealogical Society 
Bureau County Genealogical Society 
Champaign County Genealogical Society 
Chicago Genealogical Society • 
Dupage County Genealogical Society 

Edgar County Genealogical Society 
Elgin Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst, The Elmhurst,IL (N) 
Illiana Jewish Genealogical Society (N) 
Illinois State Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois 
Lithuanian American Genealogical Society 
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society 
McLean County Genealogical Society 
North Suburban Genealogical Society 
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists 
Polish Genealogical Society of America 
South Suburban Genealogical and Historical Society • 
Stephenson County Genealogical Society 
Will/Grundy County Genealogical Society 
Zion Genealogical Society 

INDIANA 

Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana • 
Allen County Public Library 
Anderson Public Library (N) 
Bartholomew County Genealogical Society 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research 
Clinton County Genealogical Society (N) 
Indiana Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Johnson County Public Library (N) 
LaPorte County Indiana Genealogical Society 
New Albany-Floyd County Public Library (N) 
New Castle-Henry County Public Library (N) 
Noblesville Southeastern Public Library (N) 
Paoli Public Library (N) 
Pulaski County Public Library (N) 
South Bend Area Genealogical Society 
Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
Tri-County Genealogical Society 

IOWA 
American/SChleswig-Holstein 
Des Moines County Genealogical Society 
Dubuque County-Key City Gen. Society 
Iowa City Genealogical Society 
Iowa Genealogical Society • 
Iowa State Historical Dept. 
Northeast Iowa Genealogical Society 
Richardson Sloane Genealogical Library 
Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society 

KANSAS 
Atchison County Kansas Genealogical Society 
Cherokee County Genealogical-HistoricalSociety 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies 
Labette County Genealogical Society 
Liberal Area Genealogical Society 
North Central Kansas Gen Society and Library 
Phillips County Genealogical Society 
Reno County Genealogical Society 
Riley County Genealogical Society 
Topeka Genealogical Society 

KENTUCKY 

Ancestral Trails Historical Society, Inc. 
Louisville Genealogical Society 
McCracken County Genealogical and Historical Society (N) 
Scott County Genealogical Society 

LoUISIANA 
Baton Rouge Genealogical and Historical Society 
Genealogy West Inc. 
Imperial SI. Landry Genealogical & Historical Society 
Jefferson Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of New Orleans (N) 
Louisiana Genealogical & Historical Society 

MARYLAND 
Catonsville Historical Society, Inc. 
The Genealogical Council of Maryland 
The Lower Delmarva Genealogical Society (N) 

MAsSACHUSETTS 

Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society (N) 
Falmouth Genealogical Society 



Irish Ancestral Research Association 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston 
Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
New England Historic Genealogical Society (N) 
New England Historic Genealogical Society Library 

South Shore Genealogical Society 
The Genealogical Round Table 

MICHIGAN 
Bay County Genealogical Society 
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
Cheboygan County Genealogical Society 
Dearborn Genealogical Society 
Detroit Public Library 
Downriver Genealogical Society 
Eaton County Genealogical Society (N) 
Flint Genealogical Society 
Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society (N) 
French Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 
Genealogical Society of Washtenaw County 
Grand Traverse Area Genealogical Society 
Historical Society of SI. Clair Shores 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Michigan (N) 
Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society 
Kalkaska Genealogical Society (N) 
Library of Michigan - Serials 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Marquette County Genealogical Society 
Michigan Genealogical Council 
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society 
Muskegon County Genealogical Society 
Newaygo County Society of History & Genealogy 
Oceana County Historical Society 
Oakland County Historical Society 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Roseville Historical and Genealogical Society (N) 
The Detroit Society For Genealogical Research 
Western Wayne County Genealogical Society 

MINNESOTA 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Freeborn County Genealogical Society 
Minnesota Genealogical Society 
Mower County Genealogical Society 
Range Genealogical Society 

MISSISSIPPI 
Family Research Association of Mississippi 

MISSOURI 

American Family Records Association (N) 
Genealogical Society of Central Missouri 
Heart of America Genealogical Society & Library, Inc .• 
Jackson County Genealogical Society 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Mid-Continent Public Library (N) 
Missouri State Genealogical Association 
Ozarks Genealogical Society Inc. 
Ray County Genealogical Association 
SI. Louis Genealogical Society 
Tree Trackers Library 

MONTANA 
Bitterroot Genealogical Society (N) 
Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (N) 

NEBRASKA 

Fort Kearny Genealogical Society 
Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Genealogical Society 
Nebraska State Genealogical Society 
North Platte Genealogical Society (N) 
Prairie Pioneer Genealogical Society, Inc. 

NEVADA 
Northeastern Nevada Genealogical Society (N) 

NEW JERSEY 

Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, 
Inc. - New Jersey Chapter (N) 

Bunker Family Association 
Genealogical Society of The Westfields 
Jewish Genealogical Society of North Jersey (N) 
Monmouth County Genealogy Club I Monmouth County 

Historical Association 

NEW MEXICO 
Alamogordo Genealogical Society (N) 

Genealogy Club, The 
Los Alamos Family History Society 
Southern New Mexico Genealogical Society 

NEW YORK 

Chautauqua County Genealogical Society 
Greater Ridgewood Historical Society 
Italian Genealogical Group of New York (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Long Island 
Jewish Genealogical Society, Inc. (NY) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Rochester (N) 
Kodak Genealogical Society 
NASSAU Genealogy Workshop 
Rochester Genealogical Society 
Seeley Genealogical Society 
Sumner Family Association 
The Irish Family History Forum, Inc. 
Westchester County Genealogical Society 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Carolinas Genealogical Society (N) 
Council of Genealogy Columnists 
Durham-Orange Genealogical Society 
Haywood County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Kinfolk trackers Genealogical Society 
North Carolina Genealogical Society (N) 
Old Buncombe County Genealogical Society 
State Library of North Carolina. 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Bismarck-Mandan Historical & Genealogy Society, Inc. (N) 
Germans From Russia Heritage Society 

OHIO 

Dayton and Montgomery County Public Library 
East Cuyahoga County Genealogical Society (Chp of OGS) 
Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society • 
Hamilton County Chapter of OGS 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Cleveland 
Lorain County Chapter of Ohio Genealogical Society 
Lucas County Chapter - OGS 
Mahoning County Chapter OGS (N) 
Ohio Genealogical Society 
Palatines to America Library 
Pinkham Family History Society (N) 
Washington County Chapter of OGS 

OKLAHOMA 
Canadian County Genealogical Society 
Federation of Oklahoma Genealogical Societies 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society • 
Ottawa County Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Southwest Oklahoma Genealogical Society 

OREGON 
Belgian Researchers, The 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
Cottage Grove Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc. 
Grants Pass Genealogical Society (N) 
Lebanon Genalogical Society (N) 
Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc. (N) 
Siuslaw Genealogical Society (N) 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Centre County Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania Library (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Philadelphia 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Pittsburgh 
Lycoming County Genealogical Society 
North Hills Genealogists 
Warren County Genealogical Society 

RHODE ISLAND 

Italian Genealogical Society of America (N) 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
River Hills Genealogists 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sioux Valley Genealogical Society Library 

TENNESSEE 

Clan Dunbar 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society (N) 

TEXAS 
African American Genealogical and Historical Society 
Bay Area Genealogy Study Club 
Baytown Genealogical Society 

Collin County Gen Society 
Dallas Genealogical Society 
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Denison Library Historical & Genealogical Society 
EI Paso Genealogical Society 
Galveston County Genealogical Society 
Garland Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Institute of Texas, Inc. 
Gentech, Inc. 
Guadalupe County Genealogical Society 
Hinchman Heritage Society (N) 
Hopkins County Genealogical Society 
Houston Genealogical Forum 
Johnson County Genealogical Society 
Kidwell Family Association 
McAllen Genealogical Society 
NARFE Chapter 1320 Genealogy Group 
NT/BNR Genealogy Club 
Polish Genealogical Society of Texas 
Rockwall County Genealogical Society (N) 
San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society 
Tip-O' -Texas Genealogical Society 

UTAH 
Alice's Ancestral Nostalgia (N) 
American Research Bureau, Inc. 
Association of One-N arne Studies 
Automated Research, Inc 
Brigham City Family History Center (N) 
Family Heritage Resources 
Genealogical Society of Utah • 
GeneSys 
International Society for British Genealogy & Family 

History 
Rogers of Delphi Falls 
Utah Genealogical Association 

VIRGINIA 

Alleghany Highlands Gen Society 
Central Virginia Genealogical Association (N) 
Fredericksburg Regional Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia 
Genealogical Society of the Northern Neck of VA 
National Genealogical Society 
The Scott One-Name Study (N) 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 
Virginia Genealogical Society 

WASHINGTON 
Clallam County Genealogical Society 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Eastside Genealogical Society 
Galizien German Descendants (N) 
Genealogical Society of North Central Washington 
Grays Harbor Genealogy 
Heritage Archives 
Kittitas County Genealogical Society (N) 
Northeast WaShington Genealogical Society 
Puget Sound Genealogical Society 
Seattle Genealogical Society 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Sno-Isle Genealogical Society 
Tri City Genealogical Society (N) 
Whatcom Genealogical Society (N) 
Whitman County Genealogical Society 

WEST VIRGINAl 
Hacker'S Creek Pioneer Descendants (N) 

WISCONSIN 
Chippewa County Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Heart 0' Wisconsin Genealogical Society 
Lost In Canada? 
Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Genealogical Workshop 
Northwoods Genealogical Society 
Sheboygan County Genealogical Society 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin (N) 
Wisconsin Genealogical Council, Inc. 
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS 
CANADA 
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Institute of Britich Columbia 
Ontario Genealogical Society • 

GERMANY 
Haskell Family Society (N) 
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Why should your society join the Federation? 
Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 400 genea
logical and historical societies, family associations, and libraries, with a combined membership of more than 100,000 indi
vidual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at the national level. 
It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their activities, and to monitor 
events that are critical to the future of genealogy. 

Benefits of Membership: 
• Society management workshops and publications. 
• Forty percent discount on the quarterly publica

tion Forum for all your members. 
• Discounts on all FGS publications. 
• Educational and networking opportunities at 

annual Federation conferences. 
• Collective voice promoting the interests of gene

alogists. 
• Records preservation and access monitoring of 

government records. 
• Leadership in projects of importance to genea

logists such as the Civil War Soldiers project. 

Less than fifty cents per 
member enables your society 
to make a difference in the 

future of genealogy! 

Collectively we can make a difference! 

Dues Structure 
Number Annual 

of Members Dues 

0-50 $25 

51-99 $35 

100-199 $45 

200-299 $55 

300-399 $65 

400-499 $75 

500-999 $85 

1,000+ $\05 

Libraries! 
Institutions $25 
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It's Time to Renew Your Subscription to 

FGS Forum 
If the label below shows "Expires: Dec 95" it is time to renew your subscription to 
assure you will not miss any issues for 1996. This year we brought you a record 160 
pages of useful and current information designed to advance your knowledge of 
family history and keep you abreast of the latest developments in the field of 
genealogy. 

Just mark off the appropriate box on the Subscription Renewal Form below and send 
your check made payable to "FGS Forum" together with this complete page to FGS 
FORUM SUBSCRIPTION, P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220. 

Subscription Renewal Information 
[ ] $9 One-year (four issues) member subscriber (those who belong to an FGS 

member organization. Please list organization below. 

[ ] $15 One-year non-member subscriber 
[ ] SPECIAL: TWO-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION - $17 to member subscriber; $29 to non

member. 
[ ] SPECIAL: THREE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION - $25 to member subscriber; $42 to 

non-member. 

Subscribers outside the U.S., please add $8 per year 
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