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THERE'S MORE HERE THAN MEETS THE EVE: 

A CLOSER LOOK AT CEMETERY RESEARCH 
AND TRANSCRIBING PROJECTS 

by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, Simla, Colorado 

D id you know that scientists 
have isolated the gene that 

makes certain people predisposed 
to an interest in genealogy? It's 
true. It's called the cemetery 
gene. That's the one that makes 
you unconsciously turn your head 
and slow down when you drive 
by a cemetery. Non-genealogists 
don't do that. On a cross-country 
trip, my husband can tell you in 
what direction we are going by 
where the sun is. I can tell you 
by looking at a cemetery. That's 
a special talent only genealogists 
have, and I'm sure it's genetic. 

Police officers have eyed me 
warily because I spend a lot of 
time hanging out in cemeteries, wearing 
jeans and a black T-shirt with a bright, 
white skull with wings emblazoned on it. 
It's actually a seventeenth-century winged 
death head; but I just know that one of 
these days I'll be hauled "downtown" for 
questioning. 

During the summer of 1993, I spent 
several hours a day at local cemeteries. I 
wasn't related to a single soul buried in 
any of them. So it had to be my cemetery 
gene that compelled me to undertake a 
project that resulted in a book and a later 
offer from the Town of Ramah, Colorado, 
to reconstruct their cemetery records that 
had disappeared. 

My book project goal was not only to 
transcribe or "inventory" 500 tombstones 
for a class I was taking, called "Cemeteries 
and Local History," but to also do a field 

Sproch Orthodox Cemetery, Ramah, Colorado 

study. I visited the cemeteries late in the 
afternoon to avoid the hottest part of the 
day. As the sun was setting behind Pikes 
Peak each evening when I returned home, 
my husband would remark, "Oh, I like 
that new perfume you're wearing." It was 
Deep Woods Off - the cologne for true 
genealogists. 

Show me a genealogist who hasn't 
transcribed at least one tombstone, and I'll 
show you someone who doesn't really 
have the cemetery gene. We've all done 
it. It's simple. You copy down what was 
inscribed on the stone, exactly as it was 
written. But there's more to it than that, I 
discovered. 

My project entailed practically living at 
the following five rural cemeteries on the 
eastern plains of Colorado. In Ramah: 
Ramah Public Cemetery and Sproch Or-

thodox Cemetery; in Calhan: St. 
Mary's Orthodox Cemetery, St. 
Michael's Orthodox Cemetery, 
and Sakala Orthodox Cemetery. 
For my inventory and field 
study, I recorded the composition 
of each marker (granite, marble, 
wood, metal); the direction each 
stone and inscription faced 
(east/west axis or north/south); 
the artwork carved on each stone 
(doves, lambs, flowers, horses, 
cattle brands, tractors - remem
ber this is a ranching communi
ty); plants or flowers growing on 
or around each grave (evergreens 
are popular here); decorations on 
each grave (artificial flowers, 

toys, etc.); where the wife was buried in 
relation to the husband (on his left or 
right); and whether each grave was 
mounded and "scraped" clean of grass 
and weeds. Looking at the overall ceme
tery, I also noted what other foliage grew 
there, whether the cemetery was located 
on a hilltop, and whether it had a fence 
and a lichgate (the symbolic passageway 
into the cemetery). 

Without this in-depth study, I would 
not have realized how similar all five 
rural cemeteries were. All the cemeteries 
I visited were situated on hilltops; all had 
fencing around them; and all had a lich
gate. The orientation of the graves was a 
traditional east/west axis. This custom of 
placing the body with the head to the west 
and feet to the east is believed to stem 

(continued on page 16) 
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.ACCEPTING THE UNACCEPTABLE: 
GENEALOGISTS AND DIGITIZED DATA 

by Curt B. Witcher, FUGA, FGS President 

A t last! We were beginning to feel 
comfortable with what we thought 

was the latest round of technology to be 
employed in the genealogical and histori
cal research fields. We knew the differ
ence between ROM and RAM; we were 
pleased to understand that a hard-drive 
had nothing at all to do with an arduous 
trip to a remote county courthouse; we 
knew that real bulletin boards did not 
require cork and thumbtacks; we liked 
receiving mail electronically; and we 
knew that the same kind of pleasure we 
received from music CD-ROMs we could 
receive from CD-ROMs filled with 
names, dates, and places. 

Then the next wave of technology hit 
us-seemingly more quickly and with 
greater force than thi'! previous one. Now 
we hear some researchers refer to various 
information gathering techniques as "surf
ing the net." We fear we have encoun
tered a foreign language as we hear about 
terms such as URL, HTTP, HTML, FTP, 
telnet, and SLIP connections. We wonder 
what in the world is going on with this 
"Web thing" as we hear about web sites, 
web browsers, web pages, web servers 
and web crawlers. We might even be 
tempted to think Disney has gotten into 
the picture when we hear about gopher 
and Veronica searches. Some run head
strong toward this new technology, embrac
ing it with a nearly blind excitement for all 
the tremendously wonderful things it can do. 
And some run screaming away from it, 
wondering why our little sanctuary of family 
history research has to be so invaded. 

I would like to propose a "middle
ground reaction" to the technological 
changes we find in accessing historical 
and genealogical data. In every aspect of 
our lives, we experience the benefits of 
the advancing frontiers of technology. We 
should not expect the genealogical re
search field to be any different. We 
should never blindly embrace anything, 
nor should we automatically discard that 
with which we are not immediately com
fortable or that which we do not fully under
stand. We are genealogical researcher!rwe 
gather and evaluate evidence, we develop 
hypotheses, and we intelligently and rea-

Curt B. Witcher 
FGS President 

sonably support or disprove those hypoth
eses based upon the most complete collec
tion of primary and secondary source 
documentation. This same careful method-

"There is a phenomenon 
which seems to occur each 
time a new technology is 
introduced. For lack of a 
better term, I call it the 
'WOW phenomenon' ... " 

ology should be embraced in evaluating 
contemporary technologies for their appli
cability in our genealogical research. In 
short, we must not be enticed to accept 
the unacceptable. There are a number of 
specific things we can do not to accept the 
unacceptable. 

There is a phenomenon which seems to 
occur each time a new technology is intro
duced. For lack of a better term, I call it 
the "WOW phenomenon." Individuals be
come so enthralled with all of the new
found capabilities unmasked by a particu
lar wave of technology that nearly all 
proven processes are immediately discard
ed with an almost missionary zeal and 

excited exclamation, "WOW!" "WOW, 
you should see the charts my program can 
print for me!" "WOW, my program dou
ble-checks all surname entries for possible 
family links and ancestral ties!" "WOW, 
my program allows me to scan photo
graphs, tie them to text blocks, and pro
vides unlimited notes fields!" (It is some
what distressing that no one ever ex
claims, "WOW, my program won't let 
me enter data without appropriate docu
mentation" or "WOW, all of my unfounded 
assumptions are challenged by XYZ's 
new software!") 

Recently, a beginning genealogist 
entered a major historical research facility 
in search of his ancestry. After having the 
basics of genealogical research explained, 
his eyes lit upon a bank of computers-
and not just any computers but CD-ROM 
computer workstations. In a matter of 
moments, he was feverishly doing the 
disk-shuffle with Ancestral File. Two and 
one half hours later, looking pleasantly 
exhausted, he left at closing announcing 
proudly he would be back tomorrow to 
"finish the family." In less than three 
hours, he had "researched" back to 1067. 
Amazing! Without consulting any primary 
sources, without checking any references 
or notes, and without so much as asking 
one question, this person was able to 
cover more than nine centuries on several 
family lines. WOW, aren't computers 
amazing?! 

Almost equally amazing is the solicita
tion tactic used in the first half of this 
year by a leading software producer in the 
genealogical field. The popularity of 
Ancestral File has prompted other CD
ROM publishers in the field to offer 
large, "linked" databases to the pUblic. 
Regrettably, not a great deal of attention 
is being paid to providing much documen
tation. Yet this CD-ROM publisher, in 
much of the promotional literature, urges 
family historians to contribute and have 
their families' linked generations "pub
lished" so that eventually going to libraries 
and research facilities wodt even be neces
sary to conduct genealogical research. 
WOW, aren't CD-ROMs remarkable?! 

I would submit, then, that the first way 
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you and I can refuse to accept the unac
ceptable is to refuse to throw out our 
sound research and sound evaluative tech
niques just because a new wave of tech
nology has surfaced. Let's use the tech
nology to assist us in doing more research 
better. Let's not make the technology 
itself the sum total of our research. 

The second way you and I can stand 
against the unacceptable is to engage in a 
dialog with CD-ROM producers in the 
genealogical field. We need to make it 
clear to them that a "whole bunch of 
stuff' digitized on a plastic disk is not 
quite good enough. We need more specifics 
about just what the "stuff' is. Complete 
bibliographic/descriptive citations are 
crucial for researchers to know exactly 
what it is they are looking at, and what 
body of data still remains to be explored. 
If I am searching a CD-ROM index of 
early Louisiana marriages, I need to know 
the exact dates covered, whether all the 
parishes for the stated time period are 
included in the index, and a clear indica
tion as to whether the index was scanned 
from an already extant print source or 
whether it was compiled from original 
records. If the index was compiled from 
original records, I need to know which 
ones and their location at the time the CD 
was made. Clearly, citing a particular 
company's CD-ROM identification num
ber is an inadequate reference, especially 
if the index is not a unique compilation. 

A third way we can refuse the unac
ceptable is to use the Internet as the tre
mendous information gathering resource it 
was meant to be, not the "documentation 
presenting" resource many would like it 
to be. No matter where we go or what 
field of endeavor we engage in today, we 
are bombarded with "Internet stuff." At 
political fund raisers, PTA meetings, 
church socials, neighborhood association 
parties, holiday bashes of all types, class
rooms in nearly every school, news desks 
at all levels, and in simple, every-day 
conversations, the Internet is mentioned 
incessantly. 

The temptation is to believe that the 
Internet is the answer to nearly every
thing, including our family history re
search. We need to continually fight 
against the popular contemporary belief 
many hold that because "it" is on the 
Internet, "it" must be true. Not so! Re
member how we learned very early on in 
our research that just finding something in 
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print does not make it true? The same 
reasoning applies to electronic publishing. 
Just because we can access and transmit 
data over a rvvOW!) computer does not 
make that data true. It might be presented 
more colorfully, come to us much faster, 
and be "down-loadable" right into our text 
files. But none of that makes it true. 
Literally anyone can put anything on the 
Internet. Last year, on a very popular 
genealogy listserv, I observed nearly one 
dozen people share their "wisdom" rela
tive to the difference between immigration 
and emigration before the correct answer 
was finally posted. I can't help but won
der what "gospels" were written with the 
incorrect definitions. 

The test of a good, professional re
searcher is to seek avenues of accessing 
the widest, deepest, and best collections of 
data possible and then to apply sound, 
intelligent research skills and methodolo
gies to evaluate all of the data collected. 

"We need to continually 
fight against the 
popular contemporary 
belief many hold that 
because (it' is on the 
Internet, (it'must be 
true ... " 

And that is the final way I believe you and 
I can refuse to accept the unacceptable-use 
the latest and the best technologies avail
able to research better and smarter. In my 
opinion, researching better and smarter 
means collecting more data, placing that 
data in all of its appropriate contexts, 
formulating reasonable hypotheses, and 
then supporting those hypotheses with as 
many primary source and good secondary 
source records as possible. And we can be 
greatly assisted in this endeavor with 
current technologies. 

Contemporary technology has much to 
offer us as genealogists. Let's fully real
ize, appreciate, and utilize that offering. 
Generationally linked CD-ROMs can 
bring to light wonderful research possibili
ties. Searching automated indices dramati
cally reduces the time we used to spend 
thumbing through dozens upon dozens of 
paper indices- the extra time might be 
used to more carefully scrutinize some old 

script handwriting or to check "just one 
more time" for a possible elusive source 
to help substantiate our genealogical hy
potheses. Using the Internet to access the 
holdings, and in an increasing number of 
cases the actual data files, of libraries, 
archives, and record repositories will 
make our research trips more productive. 
Indeed, the Internet may actually chart our 
research trip for us based on the data we 
are able to gather and the historical rec
ords we can search from the comfort of 
our own studies. We can mix the new 
with the old-and accept only that which 
we can document. 
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INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX (IGI) 
UPDATED BY ADDENDUM-PART I 

by Elizabeth L. Nichols, AG, Salt Lake City, Utah 
The 1994 Addendum offers expanded 

research opportunities to users of the IGl. 
This series looks at the update's content, 
its most efficient use, and the evaluation 
of its entries. Readers are encouraged to 
consult Ms. Nichols' four-part series, 
"The International Genealogical Index 
(IGI), 1993 Edition," published in FO
RUM 5:4 (Winter 1993), 6:1 (Spring 
1994), 6:2 (Summer 1994) and 6:3 (Fall 
1994) for details on the IGl. 

T he International Genealogical Index 
(IGI) 1994 update, released in July 

1995, is different from previous editions. 
It is a separate set of CDROM discs 
known as the "1994 Addendum." Re
searchers can now search the Main IGI 
file, then move from the same search 
request screen to the Addendum by press
ing the F9 function key (see illustration). 
The Addendum holds 42 million addition
al entries (in many cases the same names 
but from different references.) There are 
seven Addendum discs, numbered 1-7. 
The computer will prompt you for the one 
needed, as "1994 Addendum disc 1." 

If you have previously searched the 
1993 edition of the IGI, you will need 
only to search the 1994 Addendum, as no 
new names have been added to the Main 
file. For new searches it is recommended 
you examine both the Main file and the 
Addendum because even when the entries 
found may be for the same name, the 
records will be from different input sources. 

There are different waysto search both 
sets of CDROM discs. You may choose 
to swap discs for each individual 
search-which is more time consuming. In 
this method, look at the Main file (1993 
edition) and then return to your search 
screen (by pressing F6 or F7 or F8-
whichever type of search you were do
ing), press B for modify, F9 to change 
files (to the Addendum), and F12 to begin 
the search. You will be prompted for the 
correct compact disc to insert. 

Or, you may find it more expedient to 
make complete searches for several specific 
individuals in one file and then go to the 
other file. You can always tell which file 
you are in by looking at the top of the 
screen, where it will identify the file 

(Main or Addendum) and the region 
name. The holding file can be used to 
retain entries from both the Main IGI and 
the Addendum. (For an explanation of the 
holding file, see FORUM 5:4 [Winter 
1993, page 7, item 7.]) 

The Addendum continues the changes 
which began in previous editions of the 
IGI. While the IGI originally limited most 
entries to one listing per individual (or 
two entries if you consider the birth and 
marriage entries), both the 1993 edition 
and the Addendum often bring together 
many references to the same person-each 
leading to a different source reference
but many times several entries leading 
eventually back to the same original 
source (for example, the Pre-1970 family 
group record known as an Archive Rec
ord). 

Of the 42 million records in the Ad
dendum, over 5 million are Extracted 
records taken directly from primary sources 
such as births, christenings or marriages 
(many of them from among those taken 
out of the 1988 edition-see FORUM 5:4 
[Winter 1993, page 10]), and the remain
ing 37 million are "patron-submit
ted" -that is, they originally entered the 
system via relatives or friends submitting 
them. Over 24 million of these are from 
the Pre-1970 LDS Temple records, while 
the other 8 million are from post 1993 
submissions. Pre-1970 records do include 
some extractions from family group rec
ords-a source which has not previously 
been in the IGI, though many of the 
names have been there from individual 
listings. 

Helpful Things to Know 
As discussed previously in the IGI 

articles, most of the information is stan
dard-type genealogical information. But 
there are some exceptions in either data or 
the way the data is presented that may be 
helpful for the user to understand. Some 
of these are: 
Miscellaneous Items 
• The FamilySearch edition of the Inter

national Genealogical Index does not 
display the slanted brackets- < > -to 
indicate that dates or places were esti-

mated by the computer. (It may in 
future editions.) Both patron-assigned 
"about" dates and computer-generated 
estimated dates appear as ABT. This is 
different from the microfiche edition, 
but is true in both 1993 and 1994 
editions on compact disc. Since the 
Personal Ancestral File (P AF) discards 
these brackets anyway, and you lose 
the fact that it was an estimated date, 
this could be an advantage. 

• As you know, the use of given-name 
standards is new and helps greatly in 
many ways; however, it has not been 
perfected yet. One of these more obvi
ous cases is for countries, including 
Mexico and Germany, where Mr sorts 
with the given name Marie. This 
means that if you type in Mr., it will 
take you to the beginning of the sur
names, where Mr is expected to be 
filed, but the entries will not appear 
there. You will need to type in the 
name Marie, and there you will find 
the entries for Mr. (Since only those 
who submitted them will generally 
know who these persons were intended 
to be, this may not be a great prob
lem.) 

• Occasionally there are misinterpre
tations of place abbreviations that put 
a record in a region where it does not 
really belong. For example, some 
Netherlands records ended up in the 
region for Mexico because the submit
ter used as the place abbreviation for 
Netherlands the letters NL-which the 
computer has been told is a province in 
Mexico. 

• The regions of Wales, Asia, Africa and 
World MISC cannot be accessed in the 
1993 edition now-only in the Adden
dum. This means you do not have to 
look in two files to see all the names 
for these areas. All names are in the 
Addendum. 

• Thousands of the names in the 1993 
edition of World Miscellaneous Region 
were evaluated by computer and 
moved to the correct geographical 
region. However, in the half million 
names still there, records often can be 
easily identified by the human eye. For 
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example, an entry for William Grant 
lists prob. of N.Y. State,; one for 
Hettie DEWEES lists Prentice, Mor
gan, Illlll, and for my own grandmoth
er, Effie Mae Deweese, the place says 
Monticello, Piatt, 1.., (the latter two 
should be Illinois). 

Multiple entries 
Sometimes the IGI will show the same 

name with the same LDS ordinance and 
ordinance date appearing side-by-side
especially for sealing records. This is not 
necessarily a mistake. It means the family 
group record was processed more than 
once-some children were sealed on one 
date, and others from that same family 
(usually some who were either living or 
presumed living when the first group were 
sealed-and were not able to attend the 
temple), were sealed later. It could also 
mean that another child was identified in 
the researching process after the family 
had been submitted-all children listed on 
the form were "extracted" from the seal
ing record each time, though they were 
not participants in official ordinances on 
all dates. 

Example: My own parents are converts 
to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Saints; therefore, they were not origi
nally married (and sealed) in an LDS 
temple. Living in a southern state, dis
tance kept the family from going imme
diately to the temple; therefore, when they 
were finally able to make the trip, I, as 
the youngest child, was the only one still 
at home-therefore, I was the only child 
sealed to my parents at that time, though 
my brothers were also listed on the form. 
It took my parents four trips through the 
temple to have their four children sealed 
to them (because the children also lived in 
distant states, and there was no temple 
near them. Now more temples exist, and 
this does not usually present such a prob
lem, at least in the USA.) But each time 
the family group record was taken to the 
temple for another child to be sealed to 
his or her parents, all of the children were 
listed-and all were extracted from the 
temple records each time. 

Another complexity on this example: 
while you may find the records of my 
parents in the IGI from the Deceased LDS 
Membership records, you will not yet find 
their records displayed there from the 
LDS temple records because the temple 
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record contained no death dates. A person 
is assumed living until 110 years from 
their birth unless a death date is provided. 
Records of living persons do not appear in 
the IGI. 

In these cases of duplicate entries, 
sometimes the temple where the ordinance 
took place is listed, and sometimes it is 
not. Often, when it is listed, the temple 
does not match the temple film number 
listed with the source. This is because it 
was taken from the official recording of 
another child's sealing. However, the 
family would be listed in all the film 
numbers. 

This is demonstrated where Isaac Far
well, born 1704, was sealed to his par
ents, Joseph Farwell and Hannah Learned, 
on 23 Feb 1961 in the Arizona Temple. 
But the film number for the source of one 
entry is 458445, which is the Los Angeles 
temple. Directly beneath this entry is 
another record for the same sealing date 
of 23 Feb 1961, but without a temple 
listed. Its source film is 456393-which is 
the Arizona temple. The only meaning 
this has for research is that the later sub
mission will always have some additions 
or corrections for one or more members 
of the family listed. 

If you look at the record from the Los 
Angeles temple, you will find that a sis
ter, Olive Farwell, was sealed to her 
parents in 1963. All of the known chil
dren in the family were listed on the 
family group record, and all names were 
extracted when the Pre-1970 temple re
cords were automated. 

Titles used as names. Another inter
esting thing about this FARWELL family 
is that you will find entries in the IGI 
parent index with the father Joseph listed 
as Joseph Farwell, but other entries listed 
his title as his first name-some are under 
Ens Joseph Farwell, [for Ensign], which 
has a given name standard of Enos, and 
still other entries with the title written out 
as Ensign Joseph Farwell-and entries 
under Joseph Farwell and Hannah as well 
as Joseph Farwell and Hannah 
Learned .... Also there are entries in the 
Main IGI, where the names were submit
ted again, but the dates were taken from 
the Archive Record-so you have multiple 
listings for the same ordinance with the 
same dates from different submissions of 
the data. (Each entry will lead to a differ
ent source document-but most lead back 

to the same original submission.) 
Variations in Names. This illustration 

of how names may be listed differently in 
the various entries for the same person 
can also be much more dramatic. For 
example, when the descendants first read 
in the old script the name of Nimrod 
Dewees, they read it as Simrod-and thus, 
submitted it for LDS temple work under 
this mistake. They had not found his birth 
or death records, but only reference to 
him as the father of their ancestor. So 
they used estimated dates and places for 
him and his wife, Elizabeth. These were 
identified as Simrod De Weese, born abt 
1790, of Boone County, Kentucky, died 
1864; and Mrs. Elizabeth De Weese, born 
abt 1794, of Boone County, Kentucky, 
parents of William M. DeWeese, born 27 
Oct 1822 in Boone County, Kentucky, 
died 8 May 1888, and married 1 Feb 
1844 to Mary Jane Henderson. Both the 
death and the marriage of William took 
place in Illinois-which was shown on his 
family group where he was a parent. 

Subsequent research proved that "Sim
rod" was really Nimrod, and his birth 
date of 24 Aug 1801 was found, along 
with a corrected death date of 4 Mar 
1866. For his wife, the changes were even 
more dramatic: she now became Elizabeth 
MURPHY, born 1 Aug 1804 (still listed as 
of Boone . County, Kyat this 
point-though where she is a child on her 
father's sheet she assumes another birth 
place in Virginia), died 27 Mar 1837, 
daughter of William Murphy and Nancy 
Ferguson. Therefore, when the additional 
seven children for Nimrod and Elizabeth 
were submitted, these new identities were 
used, although the previous LDS ordi
nance dates were attached to these new 
identities. (Simrod was listed as Nimrod 
or Simrod in this record; however, by the 
time he became a parent in other marriages 
and a child in his parents' family, the 
Simrod was dropped, and he became 
simply Mmrod Dewees.) 

Note: in the 1993 edition, you cannot 
bring together in the parent search all of 
the children of this couple (because the 
parents of William are listed as Simrod 
Dewees and Elizabeth); but in the 1994 
Addendum, you can bring them all together 
in the Parent Search because the second
ary entry for William lists his parents as 
Nimrod or Simrod Deweese and Elizabeth 
Murphy. However, for the family of Effie 
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Mae Deweese and John 
Albert Ernest Bolton, it is 
not possible to bring all 
of their children together 
in either edition, because 
Effie's maiden surname is 
listed as De Wees in one 
child's record. (And to 
find Effie's own record, 
you must look in the 
World Mise region be
cause her state of birth 
was not legible to the 
Extractor when automat
ing her record.) 

Distribution of Names in IGI 1994 Addendum by Geographic Region tions can be traced 
through probate, land, 
military, tax, census and 
other records. These 
correct connections are 
shown in Ancestral File. 
(IGI will show both ver
sions of parents for Cor
nelius, because descen
dants submitted the cor
rect information later.) 
Caution: there is nothing 
to keep someone from 
also attaching the incor
rect linkage in Ancestral 
File-which could show 
up as two choices for 
father for Cornelius (or 
presently, someone could 
unlink the correct one). 

Geographic Region 

British 

North America 

Europe (excluding Scandinavia) 

Scandinavia 

Mexico, Central & South America, & Caribbean 

Asia, Orient, etc. (everything else except World Mise) 

The difference in 
spelling De Weese or 
Deweese becomes very 
important in retrieving the 

World, Misc. (new records) 

TOTAL 

names. While Deweese and Dewees (with 
or without the final e) will now be 
brought together as the same standard in 
the IGI (which has not always been done), 
when the space is added, the names are 
NOT brought together in the same sur
name standard. Without the space the 
name is considered to begin with D; with 
the space the name is considered to begin 
with a W. You will need to look for 
Deweese and then De Weese separately, 
to retrieve all the entries for the family. 

Another issue is demonstrated in the 
case of listings for the three wives of 
William, son of Nimrod: two were origi
nally submitted as Mrs. William Deweese. 
Their estimated dates were different-and 
they were in fact different ladies. Later 
they were identified by their own given 
names and maiden surnames, and correct
ed in the records. The final copy of the 
Archive Record, filed in the Family Group 
Records Collection, will show only the 
most updated version of the family's rec
ords. But the extractions in the Interna
tional Genealogical Index will show each 
version, because this indexes the actual 
temple records, and that is the way the 
individual was identified in the original 
submissions. (It helps to note that the 
same submitter made all these corrections, 
so you can follow the original submitter in 
bis progress in identifying his relatives.) 
In this case, the original submitters were 
my parents-with my father listed as 
submitter and my mother listed as the 
family representative. Sources are also 
listed on the Archive Record family 
group. 

Ancestral File. If you look in the 
Ancestral File, you can find the families 
with the latest research listed there. You 
can also find the name and address of the 
submitter(s). (For those interested, you 
will also find the LDS ordinance dates 
that apply correctly to each name, al
though it may be difficult for someone 
without the knowledge of the family's 
research trail to see this.) One caution in 
finding your families: Ancestral File 
considers the surnames Dewees and De
weese (with or without the final e) as two 
different surnames, so you must look for 
both-and processing does not identify or 
merge duplication between the two spellings. 

However, Ancestral File does merge 
many records of the same individual when 
they come in from different submitters. 
When the name has only one submitter, 
then you know who submitted each field 
of data. Users may correct information 
already in Ancestral File. If it was done 
as a correction using the F3 edit function 
instead of a new submission, the name 
and address is linked to that field in the 
Ancestral File correction history, and a 
source citation for each field is included. 

A further example may be helpful. 
Extending the family pedigree on the 
Deweese line, the IGI will give you links 
that have since been disproved. They were 
originally based on a published family 
history prepared in 1905, which did make 
a unique contribution to the knowledge of 
the family. But it was not correct in list
ing Cornelius, father of Nimrod, as son of 
David. It has been proven that Cornelius 
was the son of Jonathan (brother to Da
vid), who was the son of Lewis-connec-

Total Names 
(in millions) 

11.7 

13.6 

10.5 

4.3 

1.2 

1.0 

.5 

42.8 

When you download in GEDCOM from 
Ancestral File, only one set of parents 
will show and, as of this release, it will 
not tell you whether there is another 
possibility listed. Displays indicate two 
possibilities by the + sign; therefore, 
study your lines in the displays and not 
just in the downloaded data. Contact 
submitters where appropriate. (Each edi
tion of Ancestral File has improve
ments-watch for those changes.) Using 
the IGI and Ancestral File together will 
help you get the greatest benefit from both 
files. 

Step-Father Sometimes 
Listed as Father 

Another item you may want to keep in 
mind is that children are sometimes listed 
with a step-parent rather than a birth 
parent in the IGI. If this is a legal adop
tion, of course, this is to be expected (and 
will" not be indicated). But sometimes the 
entries are different from what one might 
expect from a research viewpoint. Follow
ing the old Biblical concept that when a 
man dies any children born to his wife by 
subsequent marriages belong to her and 
her first husband, all children of a 
woman's marriages are listed in the tem
ple sealing records with the mother's first 
known husband as their father. The actual 
temple record may list both the birth 
father and the mother's first husband. 
Most of these IGI entries are yet to be 
added and will include an indicator of 
this; however, some are already there with 
no indicator. Records of endowment for 
these children may list either father and, 
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consequently, may not match the sealing 
record. 

entry with an Archive Record where she is 
listed gives a 1953 baptism date, versus the 
1892 date listed in the IGI. 

Mistakes in Transcription and 
Extraction 

As in all transcription of records, 
errors sometimes occur. Unfortunately, 
the quality of the paper copies from which 
the extraction was done was less than 
perfect (caused in part by bad films). This 
increases the number of errors in automat
ing the names of people and places, as 
well as the dates, from what the original 
record actually stated. 

Entries submitted after 1990, for which no 
source is available and no submitter name 
and address is presently available. 

You can sometimes detect these errors 
by studying other records for the same 
individual or family member. For exam
ple, in an LDS proxy baptism record for 
Elijah Baldwin, it gives his birth place as 
Brockville (in Ontario, Canada), but his 
endowment record lists his birth place as 
Brookville. A check of a geographical 
dictionary tells you there is a Brockville, 
but does not list a Brookville. 

One record lists an LDS baptism the 
same year as the birth of the individual. 
Since LDS baptisms are not performed until 
a person is 'at least 8 years of age, you know 
this is a typing error. A comparison of the 

Note: Use this genealogical information 
with caution. Some of it, of course, has been 
carefully researched and is good quality genea
logical information, but a lot of it is not. 
(And there is currently no way to trace to 
the submitter or,source used.) The reason 
for this caution is greater participation by 
unskilled submitters. 

The object of encouraging participation 
by a wider range of submitters is not to 
make specialists out of the average-but 
only to help more people become involved 
in their own family research. As is always 
true when many people are learning some
thing new, a lot of mistakes are made, and 
sometimes the computer did things they did 
not expect it to do. These all show up in the 
IGI. This increases the need for users to 
verify information. 

For example, take the family of the 
Joseph FARWELL and Hannah LEARNED 
that we mentioned earlier. They were sub
mitted for a marriage sealing in 1934-
which is in records that have not yet been 

Microfiche 
INTERNATIONAL 
858 PAF Quarterly Vol. 6 NEW, pub. 1994 $ 8.00 

NEW ENGLAND 
474 Memorial Biographies of \he NEHGS Vol. 4. 

Surnames of Swan, Vose, Jennison, Mayhew, 
French, Stearns, Sergeant, Sanger, ~, 
Thyer, Phill~, Johonnot, Richardson, Tracy, 
Lowell, Murray, Francis, . Clark, Shaw, White, 
McLean, Hunter, Appleton, Briggs, Sumner, 
Wilkins, Marsh, Sullivan, Balke, Tyler, Henry, 
Tucker. Felton & Meade. Indexed. $18.00 

668 Memorial Biographies of the NEHGS Vol. 2. 
Surnames of Colby. Williams, Greenleaf, Shaw, 
Appleton, Mitchell, Moore, Sawyer, Merrill, 
Dickerson, Greenleaf, Ewer, Adams, Shattuck, 
Davis, Bartlett, Hawkins, Jones, Parker, Fales, 
Church, Plumer, Plimpton, Butler, Hobbs, 
Simonds, Harris, Howland, Farmsworth, Ewer, 
Day, Gray, Fuller, Goodwin, Wilde, Williams, 
Adams, Lawrence, Cranch. Brooks, DooIiHle, 
Cady, Hamblen, and Dean. $18.00 

CONNECTICUT 
617 Rae. of Service of CT Men, Rev. War $33.00 
389 Index \0 fiche 617 for Rev. War $ 8.00 
633 Rae. of Service of CT Men PI II • War of 1812 & 

PI III Mexican War, alphabetical $12.00 

761 CT, Southport (Fairfield Co.) Trinity Church 
1725-1898. Has Oller 4,000 persons $12.00 

495 Vi CT Sallsbu/y Vital Rae. 173().1767 $ 3.00 
756 Historical Col...Sallsbu/y, Litchfield Co., CT, 

V2.Has VR, Ceme., & land 1768-,1800: $ '.00 
753 Burying Grounds of Sharon, CT, Amenia & N E 

NYbelween 1749& 1903 $ '.00 
533 litchfield Co., CT, 'Wyoming Valley Probate 

Rae .... 1m.a3' by Stark, Indexed $ 8.00 
760 Picturesque New London pub. 1901 $ '.00 
547 History of Montville (formerly North Parish of 

New London) CT, 1640-1896, Has Oller 500 
pages of genealogies. Surname index $30.00 

MASSACHUSETIS 
759 Essex Co. MA Probate 1635-1664, Vi $18.00 
767 Essex Co. MA Probate 1665-1674, V2 $21.00 
37 Essex Co. Andover d 1@1700; Bradford m 

~671·1795; Lynn b,m, & d 1642·1781. $ 3.00 
758 Historic Homes, Places, Gen. & Personal 

Memoirs .... Middlesex Co., MA Vi $21.00 
029 MA, Middlesex Co. b.m.d1630-1693. $ 3.00 

MICHIGAN 
650 Historical Collections, V17, by MI Pioneer & 

Historical Soc. Has history, deaths, & obituaries 
1891·1892. (Index #176 $3.(0) $24.00 

318 Eaton Co., MI Marr. Rae. 1838-1867 $24.00 

indexed (this date would be in home sources 
or library collections). They were submitted 
again in 1961-which does appear in the 
1993 IGI-with their complete names and 
the date and place of their marriage. If an 
exact duplicate comes in, this entry will 
block duplication. But if someone did not 
know that they should look in the IGI first, 
and they don't have the exact date, but only 
estimate it-then it can be too far off from 
the exact date or place for the computer ,to 
recognize the duplication. This is what has 
happened. There are four new entries in the 
IGI for this marriage sealing-all from 
estimated dates, when the exact date and 
place were right there all the time. 

Part II will suggest alternative approach
es to understanding and using the data found 
in the IGI or the 1994 Addendum and will 
provide case studies for using FamilySearch 
and Archive Section files together. 

[Elizabeth L. Nichols is a long-time em
ployee of the Family History Department, an 
Accredited Genealogist, and a writer and 
teacher in the field. Her book, Genealogy in 
the Computer Age: Understanding 
FamilySearch®rev. ed 1994, was recommend
ed by the American Library Association in 
February 1995, and was a featured book by 
the Deseret Book Club in June 1995.] 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
742 History of Bedford, NH from 1737·1850 I7t 

Mudge. Has History, Bio., & Gen. $12.00 
45 Dover, NH, 1717·1787 baptisms. Durham, NH 

Md, bap, & missions 1713-1730 $ 3.00 
27 Dover, NH, b, m, etc., 1622·1878 $ 3.00 
OHIO 
783 Early Pioneers of Ohio. Biographies: Putnam, 

Whipple, Varnum, Parsons, Tupper, Sproat, 
Devol, Meigs, Greene, Fearing, Gilman, Lake, 
Story, True, Dana, Cushing, Haskell, Battelle. 
Goodale, Bradford, Stone, Oliver, White, Tyler, 
Gray, Stacey, Cutler, Brown, Barker, Kerr, 
Williams and Blennerhassett. $15.00 

.27·431 Rop County., Ohio marriages 
1798-1825, Indexed $27.00 

PENNSYLVANIA 
744 Centennial Bio. Men of Mar of Cumberland 

Valley, PA, 1776-1876, by Nevin $18.00 
m Historical Sketch of Franklin Co., PA. pub. 

1878. Includes family information $15.00 
WISCONSIN 
781 Wtsconsln by Lewis PIb. Co., pib. 1914. 

Contains all biographies. $15.00 
698 Commemorative Bio. Rae. of the Upper LaIIe 

Region (WI & MN), Beers, indexed. $24.00 

Catalog $1.00 (no postage & handling) or free with order. Postage & handling $2.00. To get on the mailing list, send a 
list of your counties of interest. As fiche becomes available for your counties, you will receive a "NEW FICHE LIST". 

Ancestor Publishers, 6166 Janice Way FF 956, Arvada, CO 80001 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-373-0816, in Colorado 1-303-420-3460 
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SALT LAKE INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGY CREATED 
The Utah Genealogical Association has 

announced the first Salt Lake Institute 
of Genealogy to be held 14 to 19 January 
1996. The site will be the Howard John
son Hotel in Salt Lake City, adjacent to 
the world-famous Family History Library. 

At the Salt Lake Institute, the student 
will select a course of instruction then 
submit an application for approval. Each 
course will have a limited enrollment 
averaging 30 students or less to permit 
more "hands-on" and personalized instruc
tion. Teachers will provide study and re
search assignments, as well as feedback to 
the students on the completed assignments. 

The application will ensure that all 
students in a course are at a similar level 
in their learning and experience. This will 
allow each teacher to prepare with the 
students in mind. It will also save the 
students from instruction they may already 
be familiar with or may not be ready for. 
The study and research assignments will 
help move the learning from the classroom 
into the real world of genealogy, in addition 
to enhancing the student's retention of new 
information. Feedback will allow the stu
dents to assess how much they have learned. 

Students will apply to take one of the 
seven courses, but will designate up to 
two alternate course choices. Courses will 
provide 20 hours of instruction averaging 
four one-hour classes each day. Some 
additional general sessions are planned, 
including orientations discussing what is 
new in genealogy and the Family History 
Library. Included in the package are 
socializing/networking opportunities, two 
dinners including a graduation banquet, 
and discounts on genealogical books, 
supplies, and services. 

Each course has been designed by an 
experienced coordinator familiar with the 
records and procedures necessary for that 
topic. Most of these courses are not avail
able at any other institute or correspon
dence courses or college classes. The first 
year will offer the following courses: 

• Intermediate U.S. Research: Beyond 
Vital and Census Records. Coordinator: 
Kip Sperry 

• Advanced Research: U.S. Military 
Records. Coordinator: Larry Piatt 

• Advanced Research: Tracing Immi
grant Origins. Coordinator: Kory Meyerink 

• Research in German-Speaking Areas. 
Coordinator: Larry Jensen 

• Research in English Records. Coor
dinator: Bert Rawlins 

• Genealogical Librarianship. Coordi
nator: Brad Steuart 

• Professional Genealogy. Coordina
tor: Johni Cerny 

The three advisors to th~ Institute are 
Jim Parker (as general advisor and FHL 
library liaison), Jayare Roberts (for the 
Librarianship and Immigrant Origins 
courses) and Ken Nelson (for U.S. Mili
tary Records course). 

All of this is set against the backdrop 
of the world's largest genealogical reposi
tory. Although the Institute is not affiliated 
with the Family History Library, the staff 
and teachers of the Institute have over 200 
years of experience using the resources of 
the library. Furthermore, the design of the 
Institute will encourage students to imme
diately apply what they learn while research
ing their most difficult research problem in 
the Library's worldwide collection. 

Tuition for all five days and course 
materials will range from only $220.00 to 
$260.00. Special room rates from the host 
hotel are available, with rooms (up to 
quadruple occupancy) for $65.00 per night 
or less. A wide range of eating establish
ments, as well as shopping, recreation, 
culture and tourism sites are within just a 
block or two of the library and hotel. 

The early application deadline is 15 
October, with the final deadline on 1 

December 1995. To request application 
materials or an Institute program booklet, 
write to: Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy, 
P.O. Box 1144, Salt Lake City, UT 84110. 

BETTY GANTT HONORED 
On June 14,1995, Federation of Gene

alogical Societies President Curt Witcher 
presented Allen County (IN) Genealogical 
Society member and Civil War Soldiers 
System (CWSS) volunteer, Betty Gantt, 
with a presidential citation. The Federa
tion provides for its president to award 
special citations for activities worthy of 
note in the genealogical community which 
support major projects or contribute to the 
overall enhancement of genealogical re
search and records access. Mrs. Gantt has 
worked since the inception of the CWSS 
project on preparing entry packets for 
volunteers doing data input all over the 
country. To date, she has prepared more 
than 1600 packets. Her tireless work, 
attention to detail, and dedication to vital 
support activities have been of priceless 
value to the project. 
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HELP BRING NEW PBS SERIES TO ,LIFE 
A television series on genealogy soon 

begins production,. The following letter, 
written by the Executive Producer of the 
series, provides details on content and 
tells how you can help support the effort, 

Dear Family Historian: 
I want to tell you about an exciting 

new ten-part television series, Ancesto~, 
dedicated to teaching genealogy and famI
ly history. The series will be available to 
PBS stations nationwide in the fall of 
1996, and you can be a part of it. 

Ancestors will be the first television 
series to provide beginning gene,alo,gists 
and family historians with sound pnnclples 
to start a successful experience with gene
alogy and family history. The series will 
also give valuable tips to the seasoned 
genealogist. The content of the series has 
been developed in cooperation with lead
ing genealogists, libraries and societies 
across the country. 

The series will feature an engaging host 
who will introduce us to different experts 
in the field of genealogy. An award win
ning graphics team will provide stunnin~ 
and compelling visuals for the ten epI
sodes, which start with beginning princi
pals of genealogy: 

Episode One is an ovelView of what 
the series will deliver. The episode dispels 
common misconceptions about genealogy 
and defines the pedigree chart as one of 
the most important tools that you use in 
searching for ancestors. 

Episode Two helps you to understand 
how to get started at home: what to look 
for and how to put these bits and pieces 
of our past on a family group record or 
pedigree chart. Interesting stories of what 
people have found will round out this epi
sOde. 

Episode'Three will focus on how you 
can successfully interview and document 
the stories of living relatives. One family's 
experience will show you how fun and 
easy this important step can be. 

Episode Four explains how the records 
we find are related to life events. The 
episode will illustrate the difference be
tween compiled and original records and 
their importance in research. Tips on 
important strategies are made clear in our 
case study. 

Episode Five looks at some reposito
ries in the United States where you can 
find genealogical records after you've ex
hausted resources at home. 
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Episode Six will explore three major 
American record groups: census, military 
and passenger lists. Interesting tips and 
stories of ethnic related migration patterns 
will be given. 

Episode Seven focuses on two groups 
in American history: Afro-Americans and 
Native Americans. 

Episode Eight will find us in the world 
of medicine and the fascinating and im~ 
portant information that you can find in 
your genetic genealogy. 

Episode Nine will take you into the 
world of technology and show you how 
computers and the Internet, or information 
highway, can make searching more fun and 
exciting than it has ever been before! 

Episode Ten will help you realize the 
impact that leaving a legacy can have on 
your life and the lives of those to co~e. 
Tips on how to hold successful family 
reunions, publish family histories and 
share what you have learned with others 
are given. 
, You and I know that family history and 
genealogy has the power to strengthen 
families and heal relationships, as well as 
being great fun. Ancestors is dedicated to 
sharing this knowledge with others. 'f!te 
series can be a great success, but only WIth 
your help. 

All of us are aware of the recent fund
ing cutbacks facing PBS. The, Ancest~rs 
series is partially funded and IS headmg 
into production this fall. We need the 
support of genealogists across the country 
to bring this series to fruition. You can 
contribute to Ancestors in a number of 
ways: 

Make a financial contribution to the 
series production and community educa
tion fund. 

Create a partnership with your local 
PBS member station to sponsor local 
genealogical activities in your community 
when the series is aired. 

Ancestorswill provide your local genea
logical society with an unique opportunity 
to find new members within your commu
nity. A member of our team will be in 
contact with contributing societies to share 
more information about how Ancestors 
can help you. 

I am looking forward to your participa
tion and will keep you. informed as we 
move into production this fall. Come and 
visit us on the World Wide Web at: 

ancestors@kbyu.byu.edu 
Our page will be updated as produc-

tion moves forward. 
Sincerely, 

Sterling VanWagenen 
Executive Producer 
Ancestors 

[Mr. VanWagenen, cofounder of the 
Sundance Institute, coproduced "Yo
semite: The Fate of Heaven" which was 
narrated by Robert Redford and pro
duced the Academy Award winning film 
The Trip to Bountiful.) 

Ancestors is seeking funding 
from individuals andgenealog
ical societies across the coun
try. Your contribution to the 
production and educational 
fund is tax deductible. To 
contribute to this effort make 
your check payable to: 

Ancestors 
c/o KBYU Television 
2000 Ironton Blvd. 
Provo, Uteh 84606 

We welcome contributions of 
any amount, including the 
suggested giving levels listed 
be1ow: 

500.00 Founding Member 
Individuals or societies wHI be 
recognized in all printed edu
cational materials and will 
receive II quarterly newsletter. 

100.00 Charter Member 
Individuals will receive an 
Ancestors Tote Bag, Ances
tors ribbon and lapel pin 

50.00 Sponsor 
Individuals will receive an 
Ancestors ribbon and Illpel 
pin. 

25.00 Contributor 
Individuals will receive an 
Ancestors ribbon. 

Individuals or Societies wish
ing to make larger contribu
tions please contact Diena 
Simmons at (801) 378-8450. 
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ALPHABET SOUP: 
SELECTED ACRONYMS USED IN GENEALOGY 

by Phyllis Brown Miller, eALS, Centerville, Ohio 

A cronyms are a part of our daily life. 
We recognize ABC as the American 

Broadcasting Company; NBC for the 
National Broadcasting Company; M.D. as 
a doctor of medicine; or Ph.D. as a doc
tor of philosophy; and so on. 

Many acronyms are used in genealogi
cal publications and conference lectures 
throughout the country. For some geneal
ogists, they are second nature. For the 
beginning family historian or a researcher 
who does not have access to the many 
publications or is unable to attend lec
tures, they can be confusing. We will look 
at several acronyms frequently used in our 
field of genealogical research. 

A G Accredited Genealogist. The ac
creditation is given by the Genealogical 
Department of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints to applicants that can 
successfully pass the Library-oriented 
exams for the research area of speciality. 
Family History Library, 35 North West 
Temple Street, Salt Lake City, UT 84150-
1003. 

APG Association of Professional Gene
alogists has been in existence since 1979. 
It is based on the belief that sharing and 
exchanging ideas and information with 
other professional genealogists will in
crease the genealogical expertise of re
searchers, writers, lecturers, teachers, 
librarians, and family historians. Members 
are encouraged to utilize the highest of 
standards in their individual work for 
clients and to promote the field of geneal
ogy. APG publishes a membership list 
that is available for a fee. The Association 
of Professional Genealogists, 3421 M 
Street N.W., Suite 236, Washington, DC 
20007-3552. 

BeG Board for Certification of Gene
alogists began in 1964. The BCG tests and 
certifies those persons whose work passes 
the qualifying standards for genealogical 
research and evidence analysis. The BCG 
has six specialty areas. The following 
information is taken, in part from the 
BCG's 95 Roster, Categories of Certifi
cation, inside front cover. 

CAlLS Certified American Indian 
Lineage Specialist. This person conducts 
research to determine descent from a 
historical North American Indian tribe. 

CALS Certified American Lineage 
Specialist. This person specializes in 
researching a single line family history 
and preparing hereditary-society applica
tions. 

CG Certified Genealogist. This person 
is proficient in all types of genealogical 
research and analysis, including the com
pilation of well-crafted family histories. 

CGI Certified Genealogical Instructor. 
This person plans and conducts full courses 
of genealogical instruction, covering 
methodology and resources. 

CGL Certified Genealogical Lecturer. 
This person gives public addresses, an 
educational nature, on genealogical topics 
and related subjects for family history 
research and relationships. 

CGRS Certified Genealogical Record 
Specialist. This person knows well and is 
proficient in the use and interpretation of 
all records within their chosen specialty, 
unpublished as well as published. 

The Board for Certification of Genealo
gists publishes a Roster of Certified Ge
nealogists that is available for a fee. 
Board for Certification of Genealogists, 
P.O. Box 5816, Falmouth, VA 22403-
5816. 

GSG Genealogical Speakers Guild was 
established to provide a forum for the 
discussion of topics of concern to genea
logical speakers; to identify, educate, and 
assist promising speakers; to raise profes
sional lecture standards; and to aid speakers 
in understanding and fulfilling their obli
gations to program planners and audi
ences. Publishes a newsletter, Speak, and 
the Speakers Directory. The Genealogical 
Speakers Guild, 3421 M Street N.W., 
Suite 329, Washington, D.C. 20007. 

FGS Federation of Genealogical Societies 
is a national-level organization which 
began in 1976 that provides information to 
its member societies and libraries on 
society management and genealogical 
events crucial to the field of genealogy. 
FGS seeks to rally the resources and 
national efforts of historical and genealog
ical organizations across the country . 
Through the publications of FGS and its 
member organizations, information ulti
mately reaches over 150,000 genealogists. 
Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.O. 
Box 3385, Salt Lake City, UT 84110-
3385. 

NGS National Genealogical Society is 
a national society for individual genealo
gists. The society is 90 years old and has 
over 13,000 members. They maintain a 
library that allows members to borrow 
books by mail, and they publish a news
letter and a quarterly. The NGS/CIG 
(Computer Interest Group) also maintains 
a Bulletin Board for computer genealo
gists. The National Genealogical Society, 
4527 17th St. N., Arlington, VA 22207-
2399. 

CIG Computer Interest Group. Usually 
a group, within a society, that has a spe
cial interest in using computers in geneal
ogy. 

This listing only begins to touch on the 
many acronyms in genealogy. Conference 
syllabi will give additional abbreviations 
used. Many societies will award a "Fel
low" to their own members to honor the 
volunteer work they have given. The 
Fellowship award is written in front of the 
honoring society, i.e., FASG is a Fellow, 
American Society of Genealogists. 

[Phyllis Brown Miller, CALS, 6190 
Millshire Dr., Centerville, OH 45459-
2348, is a trustee of The Ohio Genealogi
cal Society and the editor of the OGS 
quarterly, The Report. Miller is a director 
of the Federation and will oversee the 
revision of the FGS Procedures Manual.] 
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LOOKING BACK .. . PART III - 1985-1989 
Loretto Dennis Szucs, Midlothian, Dlinois 

The years 1985 through 1989 were 
years of growth, evaluation, and 

definition for the Federation. Three of the 
most challenging issues confronting the 
Federation during this period were the 
search for a National Archivist, Federa
tion finances, and a contract with Ances
try to produce FORUM. The FGS board 
of directors and three presidents faced 
these concerns. 

Officers 
After serving the organization in vari

ous other capacities, the following individ
uals became presidents of the Federation: 
Arthur F. Sniffin, of Huntington Station, 
New York, came to the presidency in 
1985; Scharlott Blevins of Davenport, 
Iowa, served three consecutive terms from 
1986-1988; Velma Rice of Renton, Wash
ington, assumed the presidency in 1989. 

Others who served terms as FGS offi
cers from 1985 through 1989 were: 
Leland R. Adams, Arlene H. Eakle, Betty 
R. Kaufman, Carole C. Callard, Helen L. 
King, Joyce B. Hensen, William Miller, 
Myrtelle W. Molyneaux, Wayne T. Mor
ris, Glade Nelson and Rabbi Malcolm H. 
Stern. 

Directors from 1985-1989 included: J. 
Richard Abell, Vicki Frazer Arnold, June 
B. Barekman, Michael B. Clegg, Dr. 
Ralph Crandall, David C. Dearborn, 
Bonnie Jean Everhart, Richard L. Fortin, 
Kathleen W. Hinckley, Dorothy M. Lower, 
Sandra H. Luebking, Brenda D. Merri
man, William E. Miller, Wayne T. Mor
ris, William B. Neal, Ray Novak, Velma 
Hash Rice, Dorothy Ray Richardson, 
Raymond Riley, Marsha H. Rising, Chris
tine Rose, Gary R. Toms, Eldon Weber 
and Eileen B. Willis. 

Federation Finances 
Participation in or sponsorship of a 

series of successful conferences (Kansas 
City, 1985; Orlando, 1986; Cincinnati, 
1987; Boston, 1988; and Kansas City, 
1989) and generous contributions of board 
members kept the treasury intact during 
some difficult years. 

In 1986, the first annual budget was 
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adopted by the FGS board. A study that 
year demonstrated the cost of providing 
membership services exceeded dues by 
more than 30 %. Proposals to raise dues 
were considered each year from 1986, and 
in 1989 a 25% increase in dues was 
adopted. It was hoped this increase, sup
plemented by a high growth rate (mem
berships would reach 300 in 1990), would 
be sufficient to carry the Federation into 
the 1990s. 

From Newsletter to Forum 
In early 1986, Loretto Dennis Szucs 

was appointed editor of the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies Newsletter. Sandra 
Hargreaves Luebking served as associate 
editor. As a result of new computer tech
nology, reports from regional editors, and 
contributions of guest columnists, the 

"The· years 1985 through 
1989 were years of 
growth, evaluation, and 
definition ... " 

Newsletter underwent several style changes. 
The mailing list remained the same, how
ever: a copy to each member society and 
complimentary copies to several major 
libraries and archives. 

In 1988, Ancestry and the Federation 
announced a joint effort to dramatically 
increase the FGS Newsletter distribution. 
Challenged by Ancestry's proposal to 
subsidize and distribute its publication, 
FGS reached its goal to acquire a mailing 
list of over 50,000 names in early April 
1989. 

The arrangement with Ancestry, the 
award-winning publisher of The Source, 
The Library, The Archives, and a number 
of other well-known genealogical titles, 
provided all those who belonged to FGS 
member societies with a Newsletter. Some 
societies submitted their entire member
ship lists, while others whose by-laws did 
not allow that option, drew up a separate 
list of their members who wanted the 

mailing. 
FGS retail).ed responsibility for editorial 

content and Ancestry, Inc., assumed the 
tasks of design, production, advertising, 
and distribution. One change encouraged 
by Ancestry was for the magazine to be 
titled FORUM. 

This collaberation proved to be a valu
able and effective arrangement which 
greatly benefitted the genealogical com
munity. The partnership remained in 
effect for four years. During this time, 
Ancestry expended over $200,000 to 
provide fourteen issues of FORUM. At the 
end of that time, FGS employed Ancestry 
to continue production which they did 
until 1994. 

National Archivist 
The Federation's concern and support 

for the National Archives and its field 
branches was increasingly reflected in the 
FGS Newsletter between 1985 and 1989-
a trend that continues today. In 1986, 
FGS vice-president, Rabbi Malcolm Stern 
appeared before the Senate Committee on 
Government Affairs at hearings regarding 
the nomination of the Archivist of the 
United States. Stern reminded the Senate 
Committee of the involvement of 20 mil
lion Americans in researching their ori
gins, and of the fact that 90 % of the users 
of the National Archives and its branches 
are highly motivated and politically astute 
genealogists. FGS member societies joined 
the historical community in a letter-writ
ing campaign in support of Dr. Don Wil
son for the NARA position. The July! 
August issue of the Newsletter announced 
President Reagan's nomination of Dr. 
Don Wilson, as Archivist of the United 
States-a strong and clear lesson of what 
can be accomplished when the genealogi
cal community works together for a cause. 

Board Activity 
The FGS Awards Committee intro

duced new awards, including: the George 
E. Williams Award (for in individual in 
recognition of outstanding contributions to 
FGS, a member organization, or both); 
Award of Merit (for an individual or 



organization, not necessarily 
aftilil;lted with FGS, in 
recognition of meritorious 
service or distinguished 
work in genealogy and 
family history); Certificate 
of Appreciation (to an indi
vidual or organization ex
pressing official thanks for 
duty performed in an exem
plary and outstanding man
ner, as assigned); and Di
rector's Award (for distin
guished public service in 
support of genealogy). 

Other Landmarks 
The Street Index to 39 

Large Cities in the 1910 
Census became the first 
microform project selected by the Genea
logical Coordinating Committee to be 
financed by the new NARA Gift Fund. 
The Gift Fund, administered by the Feder
ation of Genealogical Societies, made 
possible the distribution of this finding aid 
to every Regional Archives (then called 
Branches) of the National Archives. 

The FGS Procedure Manual was devel
oped during 1985 and brought definition 

I •••••••••••••••••••••••• ·•·························· ............ . 
Virginia McFerrin Pope Livingston, 

eG, FASG, American Society of Genealo
gists president (1973-1976) and vice
president 1970-1973), died 31 January 
1995, in Chesterfield, Virginia. She was 
a trustee, secretary, and chairman of the 
Board for Certification of Genealogists. 
Virginia was a Fellow of the National 
Genealogical Society and a past president 
(1964-1966) of the Virginia Genealogical 
Society and editor of their Quarterly 
(1966-1968). Contributions may be made 
to St. John's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 
886, Chester, VA 23831. 

* * * * 
The Rev. Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr., 

died in December 1994. He was the own
er/publisher of Southern Historical Press 
of Easley, South Carolina, from 1967 to 
the time of his death, a business that is 
being continued by his family. An or-

and uniformity to officers' and committee 
roles. The year 1985 also marked a com
mitment to involvement at the national 
level via a continuance of membership in 
the National Committee for the Coordina
tion and Promotion of History. The Fed
eration has remained a member through 
1995. 

FGS director, William E. Miller, Jr., 
helped define the role FGS should play in 

··············•••·••••••••• •••••••••••••• • ••• J;Y.;~r~liJij •••••••••.••••••••••••................ 
dained minister in the Episcopalian 
Church, Rev. Lucas had served congrega
tions in Alabama and Georgia and was the 
rector of St. Michael's P.E. Church in 
Easley from 1971-1980. His genealogical 
publications number in the dozens, and he 
had a special talent for finding and editing 
original source material of significance to 
genealogists. In 1994, under his direction, 
SHP reprinted nine volumes plus an index 
of the valuable American State Papers: 
Documents of the Congress of the United 
States in Relation to The Public Lands, 
1789-1837 and Claims. 

* * * * 
Jeanne Lacy Pramaggiore, past vice

president, regional affairs (1992) for the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies and 
a director (1991), died 6 May 1995 in 
Dayton, Ohio. A Fellow of The Ohio 
Genealogical Society, Jeanne was the 

FGS FORUM 

having genealogists' interests 
recognized in laws regulating 
vital statistics. The National 
Center for Health Statistics, 
U.S. Public Health Service 
solicited suggestions from con
stituents for its publication, 
"The Federal Model Law (Mod
el State Vital Statistics Act and 
Model State Vital Statistics 
Regulations)." The FGS board 
pointed out that "the compila
tion to be published should 
include data on the very oldest 
records in the respective States 
and that information on these 
records would best be solicited 
from the State Archives." 

In 1987, an Advisory Com-
mittee to assist the Federation 

board in legal or controversial issues was 
formed; this committee continues to play 
a role in FGS activities. 

[Loretto Dennis Szucs is acquisitions 
manager for the publisher Ancestry, Inc. 
She has held many FGS positions, includ
ing a four-year tenure as editor of the 
FGS Newsletter, renamed (in 1989) FO
RUM. She is currently serving as an FGS 
director.] 

immediate past president and immediate 
past chairman of the board of OGS and 
had served as its recording secretary. She 
was the president of the Montgomery 
County Chapter of OGS. In writing of 
Jeanne's numerous contributions to OGS, 
Mary L. Bowman, OGS president, noted, 
"Interest in and devotion to a genealogical 
society is difficult to sustain through many 
years-particularly if, as in Jeanne's case, 
one has no ancestors in that area of ser
vice. However, for well over a decade, 
Jeanne served the OGS with selflessness 
and dedication even though she was a 
New Yorker by birth." 

It was Jeanne's wish that memorial 
contributions be made to The OGS En
dowment Fund, P.O. Box 2625, Mans
field, OH 44906-0625. [Mary L. Bow
man, "President's Message," The Ohio 
Genealogical Society Newsletter, 26:6 
(June 1995)] 
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G ENE A LOG I CAL PUB LIS H I N G C O. 
New 1995 Editionl 

THE GENEALOGIST'S ADDRESS BOOK. By Elizabeth 
Petty Bentley. Third ed. 8-1/2" x 11".653 pp .. indexed. 
1995. #427. $34.95 

A full third larger than the previous edition, the new 3rd edition of the 
Genealogist's Address Book features hundreds of new entries and changes 
to more than 80% of the existing entries. The first national Yellow Pages 
for the genealogist, the Genealogist's Address Book is the only compre
hensive source of names, addresses, and phone numbers for the thousands 
of national, state, and local genealogical institutions, as well as the host of 
special resources related to genealogy. If you own the previous edition, 
you'll certainly want to own this. It's indispensable! / 

/Yew Third Editionl 
INTERNATIONAL VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK. 
By Thomas J. Kemp. Third ed. 8-1/2" xii". 430 pp. 1994. 
#3148. $29.95 

This time-saver of a book is a complete, up-to-date collection of birth, 
marriage, divorce, and death record application forms for the U.S. and the 
rest of the world. Current procedures for obtaining the appropriate certifi
cate are also given for each state, province, territory, or country. This new 
edition is twenty-five percent larger than the previous one and now in
cludes divorce record applications. 

/Yewl 
BmLlOGKAPHIC CHECKLIST OF AFRICAN 
AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. By Barbara K. Nenritze. 
8-1/2" xii". 206 pp .. indexed. #2687. $35.00 

This book contains a complete checklist of 5,539 African American 
newspapers identified in all major bibliographic sources--newspaper di
rectories. union lists, finding aids, African American bibliographies, year
books, and specifically African American newspaper sources. A prodigious 
work of research, this is a core book for any collection of African American 
reference materials. 

COLONIAL FAMILIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. By George Norbury Mackenzie. 4 vols. 5,019 
pp .. iIIus .. indexed. (1907-1920), 1995. #3590. $300.00 set 

Long out of print, this venerable work treats 850 families who trace 
their ancestry back to the period 1607-1776 and names 125,000 family 
members in all. The genealogies give the British or European pedigree of 
the colonial ancestor, followed by a listing of his descendants up to the 
time of original publication. Also included are illustrations of coats of arms 
associated with the families. 

The Complete Set /Yow A vailablel 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN QUAKER. 
GENEALOGY. By William Wade ffinshaw. 8-1/2" x II". 
Vol. I (North Carolina): 1,197 pp. #2731. $75.00 
Vol. II (NJ & PAl: 1,126 pp. #2732. $75.00 
Vol. III (New York): 540 pp. #2733. $45.00 
Vol. IV (Ohio): 1,424 pp. #2734. $95.00 
Vol. V (Ohio): 1,060 pp. #2735. $75.00 
Vol. VI (Virginia): 1,049 pp. #2736. $75.00 

The basic collection of American Quaker records-births, marriages, 
deaths, and certificates of removal. 

'llIewo ..... ·of AligIl~Bax.ter 
" .. IIISJ/ISED lit VP'DA'fBD1 

ilIfs~~p" O~ lOulISIJR~PEAN R09J'& 
A COmplete Quide to'Tracmll. Your· '. 
Ancestors .m Every CQUlttty in Europe 
2nd ed.3M PI'· , paper. )9'94. #395. $16.95 . 

In $eflrch of 1"ollr Bul'tJpetm Roots is designed to guide the .reader 
through the oomplexities ofgenel)logical research in 31 countries on the 
.Eutopeancontinent, whether the researeh'is conducted in person or by, 
correspond¢nc;e,"fhls reyis~ .. ~ition incl\ldes new chapters on the CoUll
tries of Eastern Europe. 

IN SEARCH OF YOUR GERl'IAN BOOTS. 
A Complete OUide to Tracing Your . 
AnceStors in the Germanic AreaS of Europe 
3rd ed. 122 pp., paper. 1994. #396. $11.95 

Mr .. Baxter's book on German ancestry will help you not only with 
Gcrmany but with ali the German-speaking areas of Europe. This 3ed edi
tion includes addresses with the new 5-diglt postal code, and reflects 
changes brought about by the unification of East and West Germany. 

IN SEARCH ~F Y~UR BKITlSH • IRISH ROOTS. 
3rd ed. 320 pp .. paper. 1994. #393. $16.95 

Whether you conduct your researoh in person or by mail, this book will 
guide you in fmding your ancestors in Britain Of Ireland, Updated fotthe 
1990s, the work features extremely detailed coverage of English records 
and repositories. 

IN SEARCH OF YOOB. CANADIAN ROOTS. 
2nd ed. 368 Pl'" paper. 1994. #391. $16.95 

With coverage of all the major record categories--innnigration, cen
sus, land and homestead, military, and so on-this book is· by far the best 
introduction.to Canadian genealogy. The book features a province-by-prov
ince survey of genealogical sourceS in each of the ten provinces .and the 
Yukon and Northwest territories. 

WELSH FAMILY HISTORY: A Guide to Research. 
By John Rowlands, et al. 316 pp., indexed, paper. 1994. 
#5030. $19.95 

The first comprehensive handbook on Welsh genealogy, each of its 
twenty-one chapters is prepared by a specialist on the subject. Coverage 
includes Welsh archives, family history societies, parish registers, civil reg
istration, surnames, the IGI for Wales, wills and estate records, emigration, 
and much, much more. 

FINDING ITALIAN ROOTS. The Complete Guide for 
Americans. By John Philip Colletta. 128 pp .. maps, ilIus. 
1993. #1127. $11.95 

The author, a nationally-recognized authority, describes the resources 
available in the u.s. for climbing the family tree back to one's Italian im
migrant ancestor, and then shows how to tap into the wealth of information 
available in Italian repositories. 

POLISH ROOTS. By Rosemary A. Chorzempa. 262 pp., 
GAZETTEER OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK (1860). iIIus., paper. 1993. #983. $17.95 
By J. N. French. Reprinted with an Index of Names compiled This pioneering work commences with an examination ofPolish-Ameri-
by Frank Place. 926 pp .. iIIus., indexed. (1860, 1983), 1995. can resources, providing a breakdown oflibraries and archives with Polish 
#2075. $55.00 genealogical materials and a comprehensive list of Polish genealogical so-

French's Gazetteer furnishes a complete history and description of ev- cieties. The bulk of the book is focused on research in Poland, as the author 
ery county, city, town, village and locality in New York, as well as a record shows the reader how to find and use church and civil records; how and 
of the founders and early settlers of practically every locality in the state- where to locate research services, libraries, and archives; how to make sense 
an astonishing achievement. Indexed! of Polish names and naming practices; and much more. r--------------------------------------GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO •• 1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202· 1-800-296-6687 
Please send me the following books: 
Item # Title Price 

Postage & Handling: One book $3.50; each additional book $1.25. 
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan residents add 6% sales tax. 

o Enclosed is a check/money order for $ __________ _ 
o MasterCard/Visa # _________________ _ 

Exp. Date Amount $ 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
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TEN WAYS TO MARKET 
YOUR NON-PROFIT LIKE A BUSINESS 

by Linda Herrick Swisher, Terre Haute, Indiana 

I s your non-profit group wilting on the 
vine? Has the term "non-profit" taken 

on a new meaning as officers struggle to 
keep the treasury from drying up? Don't 
give up; just change your focus. Look to 
successful businesses for ideas on how to 
rejuvenate your non-profit. 

Businesses don't grow by themselves. 
People who run them must carefully culti
vate potential customers, growth opportu
nities, networks and public relations. 
When the business begins to blossom and 
grow, everybody benefits. But the seeds 
must first be planted. 

Why run a non-profit like a business? 
Simple. There are bills to pay, volunteers 
to keep happy and productive, potential 
members to educate, other groups doing 
similar work, and a lot of people who 
could care less about your group. 

There are also limits to the amounts of 
time and money that people will spend on 
volunteer activities. Potential volunteers 
will shop around to see which group has 
opportunities to match their interests, 
which group could best benefit from their 
involvement, and which group will pay 
them the most (recognition, a warm fuzzy 
feeling, other special perks like meals, 
travel, etc.) Your group is your product. 
Sell it! 

You've already read how-to books on 
genealogy. Now it's time to gather some 
how-to advice on marketing. The follow
ing are ten basic marketing principles 
which can be applied to your not-for
profit society, library or museum. 

• Believe in Your Product. How can 
you convince people to join a group if you 
never attend a meeting, work on projects, 
get excited or encourage fresh ideas? 
Sometimes involving existing members in 
a common cause or a worthwhile project 
is the shortest road to revitalization (see 
principle six for suggestions on what 
might inspire even the most reserved 
member). 

• Conduct a Survey/Focus Group. Are 
people interested in your cause? Do they 
know you exist and what you are about? 
Ask people for their opinions. Are they 
happy with you, angry with you, or indif-

ferent to you? Ask opinions of customers 
(members) and non-customers. If lots of 
people have no opinion of your group, or 
have never heard of you" you've got some 
selling to do! 

• Analyze Your Strengths and Weak
nesses. You cannot be everything to ev
erybody. You'll spread your resources too 
thin. But you should ask, what do you 
offer a member? How does your "prod
uct" compare with that of another group? 
Build on your strengths and consider how 
difficult it would be to eliminate the weak
nesses or lessen their importance. Can 
you turn a weakness into a strength? 

• Do Some Comparative Shopping. 
Who is your competition? Does another 
group do what you do? Do they do it 
better, cheaper, or more successfully? Do 
their members receive more benefits? 
How can you implement changes to even 
the playing field? 

• Brainstorm Strategies. Gather the 
troops and have a roundtable discussion 
on such matters as fundraising or member 
retention. No· matter how bizarre or im
probable the ideas, write them all down 
and consider each one. All members need 
to know that their input is appreciated. 
Don't discard any ideas too quickly, but 
look for ways to incorporate elements of 
those ideas. Perhaps a combination of 
ideas will work best. An idea that is not 
appropriate now may be just the ticket in 
six months! 

• Find a Mche/Need and Fill It. What 
can you offer that people will want to join 
or pay for? What do you do that nobody 
else does? Is there a community service 
project you can undertake, such as restoring 
a small cemetery or honoring "first fami
lies"? Do you hold classes, take field 
trips, or have a library? Do you collect 
data on a particular place or name? 

• Target Your Customers. Who would 
use your services or belong to your 
group? Seniors, teachers, scout troops, 4-
H, historic preservationists, librarians, 
community leaders, etc. should all be 
approached. An idea: check the national 
or state quarterlies for queries pertaining 
to the geographical area/surname your 

group features. Who submitted these 
queries and, are they members of your 
group? Send them a letter and a mem
bership brochure. Chances are they don't 
know you exist, and they will appreciate 
learning about your group. 

• Prepare Your Sales Pitch. Different 
people want to use your services or be
long to your group for different reasons. 
Your "marketers" are those in your 
speakers bureau. If your group doesn't 
have one, start one! Develop a list of 
topics your speakers bureau could talk 
about. If necessary, train your own speak
ers on what they need to know. Tailor 
presentations to pique the interest of your 
customers. (Seniors will not be interested 
in earning a merit badge. Scouts may not 
be old enough to appreciate a talk on 
writing their memoirs.) Your "sales 
pitch" is also your membership brochure 
and other group literature, such as news
letters or quarterlies. Liven them up with 
colored paper or an attractive logo. Such 
a "signature" readily identifies your group. 

• Know When to Close. After you've 
delivered your pitch, er, talk, and kindled 
people's curiosity, know when to stop. 
Don't "data dump" all your benefits, 
programs, etc. at one sitting. Leave time 
to answer questions. If you think there 
won't be any questions, you might want to 
"prepare" some questions in advance, 
then ask and answer them yourself. ("You 
might be wondering how we transcribe 
cemeteries. This is what we do ... ") 

• Ask for the Sale. Ask a member to 
volunteer. Ask a visitor to join. Ask a 
community group for funding. After 
communicating your message, tell people 
what you want them to do. 

Businesses (and non-profits) fold every 
day. Only the strong survive. Apply 
sound business strategies to your non
profit and help insure its survival. 

[Linda Herrick Swisher is pUblicity chair 
and 1995 conference chair for the Indiana 
Genealogical Society. She has served the 
South Suburban (lL) Genealogical and His
torical Society in various capacities. Linda 
is a columnist for Ancestry magazine and a 
marketer in the healthcare field.] 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT CEMETERY RESEARCH 
(continued from page 1) 
from the anticipated second coming of 
Christ. On Judgment Day, Christ is 
supposed to appear from the east 
where the sun rises. When the soul 
rises up to meet Him, it will be facing 
the right direction. 

Another tradition is the burial of the 
wife in relation to her husband. In 
some cultures, the wife is laid to rest 
to the north, or left side, of her mate. 
The belief is that woman was created 
from one of Adam's left ribs. Women 
traditionally stand to the left of the 
husband-to-be during the wedding 
ceremony because of this belief. Of the 
five cemeteries under study, however, 
in only one were the wives buried 
consistently to their husbands' left. 

Another custom, more common in the 
southern states and especially in Texas, is 
"grave scraping." While cemetery scholars 
are not exactly certain of the origins of 
this tradition, many theories have ensued: 

• It was thought that allowing grass 
and weeds to grow on a grave was disre
spectful. 

• Before fencing around cemeteries 
became popular, removal of the grass kept 
livestock from grazing on sacred ground. 

• Scraping also removed the likelihood 
of grass fires. 

Tombstone in Ramah Cemetery 
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Ramah Public Cemetery, Ramah, Colorado 
Section 1, Row 1, from north to south 

MITCHELL 
Carl Lillie 
1875-1950 1877-1922 

Baby 
Ronald-K -

MITCHELL-
Born Died 
Nov.-3 13 

1937 

Leslie L. 
MITCHELL 
1931-1934 

In the five eastern Colorado cemeteries 
studied, there was no consistency re

garding this custom: some graves were 
scraped; most were not. 

Granite headstones were the most 
prominent, having become vogue in the 
1880s when settlement occurred in eastern 
El Paso and Elbert counties where the 
cemeteries are located. A few marble 
markers remained - popular in the late 
1830s and waning in the 1880s - but 
because of their westerly orientation for 
the transcription, readability was difficult. 
While the Work Projects Administration 
revived the use of marble in the 1930s for 
veteran's markers, most of the military
issue stones in these cemeteries were of 
granite. 

Many of the surnames inscribed on the 
tombstones were of European origin, 
specifically from the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. I supplemented my study of the 
cemeteries with a county history and 
census records of the community to learn 
more about the people. The predominant 
religion, based not only on burial in a 
church cemetery, but also on the style of 
cross carved on many of the headstones, 
was Orthodox. 

From this in-depth field study, I was 
also able to determine that this area was 
economically depressed at the turn of the 
century since many graves were only 
marked with the metal marker supplied by 
the funeral home. This was a bonus, 

Headstone: polished red granite 
Artwork: flowers 
Grave scraped 

Headstone: marble 
Footstone: marble 
Grave scraped 

Headstone: red granite 
Rocks placed around headstone 
Grave scraped 

however, because it revealed the mortuary . 
that handled the arrangements, thus lead
ing to more records. Those with inscrip
tions contained mainly the deceased's 
name and birth and death year, indicating 
that families could not afford to have 
much more inscribed or any artwork 
carved. 

The chart above is an example of how 
I recorded the information as I went from 
gravesite to gravesite. I divided my page 
into two columns. On the left side I cop
ied the tombstone inscription. On the 
right, I recorded information about the 
grave. 

Why on earth would a genealogist need 
to know all this information? As baby 
genealogists we have all been taught to 
look at the community around our ances
tors on census records, deeds, and passen
ger lists. The main reason: to gather 
information on other family members in 
the same proximity, as well as to put our 
ancestors into historical perspective. The 
same holds true for the cemetery. By 
surveying and analyzing the entire ceme
tery, it is easy to get a glimpse of what 
the community was like during a particu
lar time period. The manner in which 
people are buried-just as the manner in 
which people lived their lives-reveals 
much about the customs, beliefs, and 
philosophies of the day. Naturally, if the 
cemetery has thousands of graves, this 
task would be overwhelming. But for the 



small town, county or church cemetery, 
an in-depth survey is well worth the time 
and effort. 

Walking among those who have gone 
before you brings about a tranquillity that 
no other place provokes. But just casually 
reading headstones or isolating a family or 
two here and there cannot bring about the 
feeling of community that once emanated 
from where your ancestors lived. The 
cemetery gene has brought us to a place 
that yearns to have its history recorded. If 
you have never fully transcribed and 
inventoried a cemetery, I highly recom
mend it. Both physically and emotionally, 
you will never be closer to those who 
preceded you than when you study the 
entire cemetery community. 

Further Reading 
Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo. "Carved 

in Stone: Composition and Durability of 
Stone Gravemarkers." NGS Newsletter 17 
(May-June 1991): 69-70. 

Jordon, Terry G. Texas Graveyards: A 
Cultural Legacy. Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1982. 

Meyer, Richard, ed. Ethnicity and the 
American Cemetery. Bowling Green, 
Ohio: Popular Press, 1993. 

Sloane, David Charles. The Last Great 
Necessity: Cemeteries in American History. 
Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1991. 

Weitzman, David. Underfoot: An Every
day Guide to Exploring the American Past. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1976. 

[Sharon DeBartolo Carmack is a certi
fied genealogical record specialist who 
emphasizes Italian-American family and 
social history research and writing family 
history narratives placing ancestors into 
historical context. She is the editor of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists 
Quarterly and SPEAK! the newsletter of 
the Genealogical Speakers Guild, and the 
author of Communities at Rest: An Inven
tory and Field Study of Five Eastern Colo
rado Cemeteries. In real life, she is the 
school secretary and drama coach at Big 
Sandy K-12 School in Simla, a rural 
community on the eastern plains of Colo
rado, with a population of less than 500 
souls. NOTE: This article may not be 
reprinted without the written consent of 
the author. See "Copyright" notice on 
page 2 of FORUM.] 
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See What $41,235 Has Bought! 
See What Only One Dollar Will Buy! 

Since its inception in 1983, The NARA Gift Fund (now renamed the 
Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund, for the first chainnan of the fund), has 
contributed $41,235 to the National Archives and Records Administration to 
create finding aids and produce microfilms of interest to the genealogical 
community. It has been funded primarily by $1 contributions from you, the 
family historian, through the commitment of your society to contribute $1 to 
the fund for each member. To date, the One-Dollar-Per-Member Fund has 
made possible: 

• Microfiche of street indexes to 39 of the largest cities in the 1910 U. S. 
census. 

• Duplication of enumeration district descriptions for the 1920 U.S. 
census. 

• Index to War of 1812 prisoner of war records. 
• Canadian border crossings, 1895-1954. 
• Galveston Passenger arrival records, 1896-1948. 

Access to this infonnation is through any of the regional National Archives 
but also through any LDS (Monnon) Family History Center in the world. 

We now have the funds for additional projects which are in the works. 
They include: 

• Burial registers of Anny Quartennaster General, 1828-1929. 
• Card records of headstone contracts and soldier's burials, 1861-1903. 
• Letters received regarding impressed seaman by Department of State, 

1794-1915. 

Here's Our Contribution to the 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENTS DRIVE 
Yes! Count us in! Enclosed is our society's donation of $ 
for the Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund's Dollars for Doc-u-m-e-"'nt-s -:-dr-:-iv-e.-

Name of society 

Name of authorized officer 

Suggestions for future projects: 

Make check payable to "Stern NARA Gift Fund" 
Mail to: Stern NARA Gift Fund/Federation of Genealogical Societies; P.O. Box 3385; 

Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 

Fall 1995, Volume 7 Number 3 17 



FGS FORUM 

Accepted Standards of Conduct for Family History Researchers* 

+ 
• I will be courteous to research facility personneL 
• I will do my homework, and know what is available, and I will know what I want. 
• I will dress appropriately for the records office that I am visiting. 
• I will not take small children into repositories and research facilities. 
• I will not approach the facility asking for "everything" on my ancestors. 
• I will not expect the records custodian to listen to my family history. 
• I will respect the records custodian's other daily tasks, and not expect constant or immediate 

attention. 
• I will be courteous to other researchers and work with only a few records or books at a time. 
• I will keep, my voice low when conversing with others. 
• I will use only designated areas for my workspace. 
• I will not go into off-limits areas without permission. 
• I will request permission before using photocopy and microforms machines, and ask for 

assistance if needed. 
• I will treat records with care and respect. 
• I will not mutilate, rearrange, or remove from its proper custodian any printed, original, 

microform, or electronic record. 
• I will not force spines on books or handle roughly any original documents. 
• I will not use my fingertip or a pencil to follow the line of print on original materials. 
• I will not write on records or books. 
• I will replace volumes in their proper location and return files to the appropriate places. 
• I will not leave without thanking the records custodians for their courtesy in making the 

materials available. 
• I will follow the rules of the records repository without protest 

* Compiled by Joy Reisinger, Certified Genealogical Records Specialist, ,1020 Central Avenue, Sparta. WI 
54656 for the 1995 annual conference of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, Seattle. Some points weR 
adapted from codes adopted by the Board for Certification of Genealogists and the Association of Professional 
Genealogists. 

No copyright restrictions. This page and the information thereon may be reproduce<I, if it is in its entirety, 
and distributed freely, as long as its source is properly credited. 
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(Washington, D.C.) On June 28 the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Treasury, Postal Service, and General 
Government, chaired by Representative· 
Jim Lightfoot (R-IA), voted for a very 
slight reduction of approximately 1 % from 
the President's request of $195 million for 
the National Archives. The subcommittee 
recommended $4 million for the competi
tive grants for the National. Historical 
Records and Publication Commission's 
grants program. This is a 20% cut from 
the current $4.75 million for NHPRC 
competitive grants. [Report from Page 
Putnam Miller, director, National Coordi
nating Committee for the Promotion of 
History, of which the Federation is a 
member] 

* * * * 
The Genealogical Society of Penn

sylvania is planning a Summer Camp for 
Family Historians to be held in Philadel
phia during the Summer of 1996. This 
will be a 3-5 day conference. Emphasis 
will be on location and how best to use 
the many wide-spread and complex re
cords available in Philadelphia and other 
areas of the Delaware Valley dating back 
to 1683. For more details, write to the 
Society at 1300 Locust Street, Philadel
phia, PA 19107-5661; call (215) 545-
0391; or fax (215) 545-0936. 

* * * * 
The Association of Professional Gene

alogist (APG) has named Shirley Langdon 
Wilcox, eG, of Arlington, Virginia, as the 
1995 recipient of the Grahame Thomas 
Smallwood, Jr. Award of Merit. Awarded 
annually for excellence and service, this 
honor is the only award that APG pre
sents. Ms. Wilcox served APG in many 
capacities, including two terms as presi
dent, from 1991-1993. She is currently 
serving as president of the National Capi
tal Area Chapter of APG. The award 
recognizes the positive impact Ms. Wilcox 
has had on the development, growth, and 
effectiveness of APG, as well as her in
volvement and dedication to the field as 
reflected in her extensive service to other 

national and local organizations, including 
the National Genealogical Society, and the 
Fairfax (VA) and Prince George's County 
(MD) Genealogical Societies. For addi
tional information contact APG, 3421 M 
Street Northwest, Suite 236, Washington 
D.C. 20007. 

* * * * 
(Richmond, Virginia) State Librarian 

Nolan T. Yelich has named Conley L. 
Edwards acting state archivist and super
visor of archival research. The newly con
stituted position of state archivist will 
report to the director of the Research 
Center at The Library of Virginia. In a 
related move, Dennis Hallerman was 
named as acting state records administra
tor. Hallerman will be responsible for the 
statewide records management program, 
the information imaging, and the circuit 
court records program. The Library of 
Virginia is now organized into four divi
sions: the Research Center, Publications 
and Cultural Affairs, Records Manage
ment and Library Development and Net
working. The appointment was announced 
in conjunction with the announcement of 
a reorganization of The Library of 
Virginia designed to streamline functions, 
to reflect a more service-oriented attitude 
and to prepare the Library for its move to 
a new and larger facility in 1996. [Press 
release dated May 28, 1995, from The 
Library of Virginia] 

* * * * 
The Connecticut Society of Genealo

gists has awarded the 1995 Literary 
A wards Contest's grand prize of $500 to 
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Robert E. Hull for The Ancestors and 
Descendants of George Hull (ca. 1590-
1659) and Thamzen Michell in the catego
ry of "Descendants of a New England 
Ancestor." First prize of $250 in the 
category of "A Person's New England 
Ancestors" was awarded to Edmund K. 
Swigart, Ph.D. for An Emerson-Benson 
Saga. First prize of $250 in the category 
of "Other"was awarded to Scott A. Bart
ley, editor of Vermont Families in 1791, 
Volume 1. In addition to cash awards, the 
recipients will receive a certificate, suit
able for framing, confirming their particu
lar award. [Mary Lou Rath, chair, 1995 
Literary A wards Committee] 

* * * * 
Joseph Lemuel Chester (1821-1882) of 

Norwich, Connecticut, has become the 
tenth distinguished American genealogist 
to be honored by election to the National 
Genealogy Hall of Fame. Colonel Chester 
is the only American genealogist and 
antiquarian commemorated with a tablet at 
Westminster Abbey and the only genealo
gist honored by Oxford University with an 
honorary degree specifically recognizing 
genealogical achievements. A large part of 
Colonel Chester's time in England was 
spent transcribing the entire Register of 
Marriages, Baptisms, and Burials in 
Westminster Abbey, which was published 
in 1876 and for which he was compli
mented by Queen Victoria. For more 
information on Colonel Chester or the 
Genealogy Hall of Fame, contact Varney 
R. Nell, chairman, National Genealogy 
Hall of Fame; (703) 525-0050 or fax 
(703) 525-0052. 

LITTLETON, MASS. VITAL RECORDS 
Birth, Marriages and Deaths to 1850 

Original 1900 hard-bound copy 

720 pp., fully indexed 
$40.00 (postage & handling included) 

Littleton Historical Society 
Box 721, Littleton, MA 01460 
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Genealogical societies 
and libraries may now 

be licensed to have 
FamilySearch 

in their own facilities! 

Ensure you have the time you need to search, download, 
or print from the largest genealogical databases in the world. 

Encourage your library to acquire this popular system. 

Plus 100+ other CDs: • U.S. Census Indexes 
• State Marriage Indexes 
• Linked Family Records 

A division of Ameritech Library Services 

(801) 223-5682 

FamilySearch is a registered trademark of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
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Genealogical and historical societies may submit information about their new or in-progress publications, indexes, or other 
projects. Send information to the FORUM Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, 1L 60558-0271. Readers should 
please enclose an SASE when writing a society about cost and ordering information. 

CALIFORNIA 
Genealogical Association of Sacramento 

P.O. Box 292145 
Sacramento, CA 95829-2145 

Index to Sacramento County Marriage 
Licenses and Certificates 1861-1937 lists 
2,984 original documents held in the 
Sacramento Archives & Museum Collec
tion Center . Available only on microfiche, 
the index is arranged by name of groom, 
name of bride, and file date. 

COLORADO 
The Colorado Chapter 

of the Ohio Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 1106 

Longmont, CO 80502-1106 
1987-1994 Index and Abstract of Obit

uaries for Individuals with Ties to the 
State of Ohio Published in Colorado 
Newspapers contains 177 pages of obitu
ary details on 882 individuals. 

Cohunbine Genealogical and Historical Society 
P.O. Box 260067 

Highlands Ranch, CO 80126-0067 
First Presbyterian Church of Littleton: 

Colorado. An Indexed Every-Name Abstract 
of Original Records 1883-1983. Including a 
History of the Congregation 1883-1995. 
Records were discovered in churches' offic
es, vaults and attics, their regional archives, 
and homes of former ministers. Information 
pre-dates the keeping of vital records in 
Colorado. 

GEORGIA 
Curtis Media, Inc. 

HC 65 Box 715 
Cloudland, GA 30731 

The Dade County, GA Historical Society 
is currently compiling a family history 
book and will feature the communities of 
Trenton, Rising Fawn, and Wildwood 
from the 1800s to the present. The book 
includes early settlers of the county, busi
nesses, churches, cemeteries, clubs and 
organizations, hundreds of family stories 
and photos, and a surname index. For 
details on how to submit family stories 
and photos and to reserve your copy of 
the book, contact Sue Forrester (706) 398-
3340 or write to the above address. 

ILLINOIS 
DuPage County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 133 
Lombard, IL 60148 

Addison Township, DuPage County, IL 
Combined List and Index and York Town
ship, DuPage County, IL Combined List 
and Index, both compiled by Ken Madsen. 
Four microfiche each, with information 
about people who died, were buried, or 
attended churches in the respective town
ships. The data comes from cemetery 
records, funeral home records, and church 
funeral records. 

Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
705 N. Brainard Street 

Naperville, IL 60563 
We have the publication rights to a num

ber of books that were originally pub
lished by the former Kendall County 
Genealogical Society. Among the mate
rials received are the following which had 
never been published and which we are 
pleased to announce are now available. 
All items are for Kendall county. ·1ndex: 
1870 Atlas; Oak Grove & St. Patrick's 
Cemeteries; Oswego Cemetery; Pavilion 
Cemetery. [Michael R. Fichtel, projects] 

Illinois State Genealogical Society 
Illinois State Archives Building 

Springfield, IL 62756 
The ISGS Quarterly will, for the first 

time, publish reviews of computer CDs. 
The policy is that only donated items 
(books, microforms, CDs, etc.) can be 
reviewed. After the review is published, 
the materials are processed into the 
society's collections housed in the Illinois 
State Historical Library and the Illinois 
State Archives, Springfield. The CDs, 
books, and microforms should be mailed 
to the Society, Attn: Review Editor and 
must include the price and ordering de
tails. ISGS has nearly 2,300 members. 
[Fonda D. Baselt, Quarterly editor] 

McLean County Genealogical Society 
Publications Director 

P.O. Box 488 
Normal, IL 61761-0488 

Naturalization Abstracts of McLean 

County, Illinois, 1853-1955. Available in 
seven volumes, can be purchased as a set 
or individually. Each volume has a "hid
den index" of names of persons that at
tested or served as witnesses. Volumes: I, 
A-C; II, D-G; III, H-K; IV, L-M; V, 
N-R; VI, S; VII, T -Z. The seven vol
umes total 880 pages with 11,611 natural
ization records (usually two for each 
name) and 4,593 names in the hidden 
index. 

Peoria County Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 1489 

Peoria, IL 61655-1489 
Lutheran Cemetery, Limestone Township. 

Thousands of surnames in 610 pages. 

Randolph County Genealogical Society 
600 State Street, Room 306 

Chester, IL 62233 
Randolph County History Book, Bicenten

nial Edition 1795-1995, 200th Anniversa
ry. 

INDIANA 
Indiana Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 10507 
Fort Wayne, IN 46852-0507 

IGS members throughout the state and 
country are participating in a project to 
index the 1870 Indiana federal population 
census. If you would like to join this 
effort or wish more information, please 
contact Margery M. Graham, Project 
Chair, 13431 Ernst Road, Roanoke, IN 
46783-8728. 

KANSAS 
Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies 

P.O. Box 3858 
Topeka, KS 66604-6858 

The Forgotten Settlers project seeks to 
document and make available information 
regarding persons who made Kansas their 
home early in its history. Certificates are 
issued for the following categories: Terri
torial (prior to 29 Jan 1861); Pioneer (29 
Jan 1861 to 31 Dec 1880); Early Settler 
(1 Jan 1881 to 31 Dec 1900). The applica
tion and five generation ancestor charts 
are reproduced and bound in an issue of 
the Forgotten Settlers publication. Seven-
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teen volumes are now available and a 
comprehensive index is planned. Write 
KCG for details. 

MAINE 
Maine Genealogical Society 

c/o Russell S. Bickford 
P.O. Box 2194 

Augusta, ME 04338-2194 
Complete List of Marriages Recorded in 

Maine 1892-1966. This is a CD-ROM 
containing a complete list of the 625,000 
marriages in the State. Fully indexed with 
search and retrieval software included. 
The index allows the user to look up any 
Maine marriage for the time period and 
provides all the information you need for 
ordering a copy of the marriage record. 

MICIDGAN 
Marquette County Genealogical Society 

Peter White Public Library 
217 N. Front Street 

Marquette, Ml 49855 
Burial and Tombstone Transcriptions of 

West Branch Township Cemetery, 
Marquette County, Michigan. 

Michigan Genealogical Council 
P.O. Box 80953 

Lansing, Ml 48908-0953 
Michigan Family History Resources: A 

First Guide to the Abrams Foundation 
Historical Collection at the Library of 
Michigan lists the Michigan resources 
held with special mention of the military, 
tax and prison records at the State Ar
chives of Michigan. Includes titles and 
call numbers for books, microfiche, and 
films listed by each county under subject 
headings. Speakers and Teachers Directo
ry compiled by the Speakers & Teachers 
Committee under the chairmanship of Kim 
S. Harrison, lists the names, addresses 
and topics of speakers or instructors in the 
Great Lakes area. 

MISSOURI 
Heart of America Genealogical Society 

c/o Kansas City Public Library 
311 E. 12th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2412 
Death Records of Kansas City, Missouri, 

Book B, 18 August 1889 to 31 December 
1898. Contains 17,338 entries which in
cludes name of deceased, color, date of 
death, nativity, age, civil condition (sin
gle, married, widowed, divorced), sex. 
328 pages. 
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NORm CAROLINA 
Anson County Heritage Boo~ Conunittee 

P.O. Box 417 
Wadesboro, NC 28170 

The Heritage of Anson County, NC, 
volume I, contains family, church and 
business histories, along with other inter
esting tidbits relating to the history of the 
county. [Steve Bailey, ACHBC] 

Old Buncombe County Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 2122 

Asheville, NC 28802-2122 
The Society will publish its collection of 

some 2,000 ancestor charts submitted over 
the past 15 years. Western North Carolina 
Ancestor Chart Series will be published in 
several volumes. Each edition will contain 
100 charts; each chart not to exceed five 
generations. [Charles D. Biddix, 2nd vice 
president, publications] 

OKLAHOMA 
McClain County Historical Society 

203 W. Washington 
Purcell, OK 73080 

"Abstracting is in progress from micro
filmed copies of Pontotoc County Chicka
saw Nation, Indian Territory and McClain 
County, Oklahoma, newspapers and fami
ly records to complete one or more vol
umes of marriages before the courthouse 
was built. McClain County obituaries to 
1920 will be included. The Catholic priest 
has agreed to supply early marriages and 
we hope to include more funeral home rec
ords. The two sets may be published in 
one book or two. This work will comple
ment our previous publication of McClain 
County, Oklahoma Death Records (1882-
1984). Anyone wanting to purchase these 
or be notified of the publication date of 
the work in progress may contact me at 
the above address." [Joyce A. Rex, editor 
and historian] 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 

1300 Locust Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-5661 

The Society has published Guide to the 
Mortgages of the General Loan Office of 
the Province of Pennsylvania, by James 
M. Duffin. 4,410 entries are indexed by 
names, locations, and occupations. This is 
the first in a new Monograph Series that 
will supplement the existing publications 
program of the Society. 

The following references to a family or 
individual appear in records in states 
beyond their state of residence. If you find 
one of these "strays," send a postcard 
with 1) name(s) involved; 2) residence 
when record was created; 3) type and date 
of record and citation; 4) present location 
of record; 5) your full name and address. 
Print the information clearly and mail the 
postcard to U.S. Strays, FGS Editorial 
Office, P. O. Box 271, Western Springs, 
IL 60558. For a copy of a postcard entry, 
send a SASE and the file number (7:3:x) 
to the above address. 

7:3: 1. John F. Earnest, killed in Butler 
County, Kansas, 1879. Had taken claim in 
Kingman, wife was in Springfield, Mis
souri. [Kansas Review 21:1] 

7:3:2. John Harvey Pringle and Emma 
Byrd Mountjoy, both of Missouri, married 
1901, Niagara Falls Ontario, Canada. [So 
Lancaster, Ontario Genealogical Society 
Strays Project Chair] 

7:3:3. Probate record of William Adams, 
died 1902, Illinois, includes deposition of 
brother, Carl Adamson of Hennepin, 
Michigan. [So Luebking, IL] 

7:3:4. O.G. Williams, dentist, died 1890 
in California. Possible family in Philadel
phia and Rochester, New York. [C. 
Childers, CA] 

7:3:5. 1890 death of Septa Filmore Hyde 
in California, former Illinois resident. 
Wife died 1852 on board steamer between 
St. Louis and St. Joseph. [C. Childers, 
CA] 

HANS HELBIG, M.A. 
Genealogical Research 

Albany * Columbia * Dutchess 
* Greene * Rensselaer * Ulster 

Counties, New York 

"Let me solve your research problem" 

P.O.Box50 
Germantown, NY 12526-0050 
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Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG, of Springfield, Missouri, is the FORUM Book Review Editor. 
Publications for review should be sent to her at 2324 East Nottingham, Springfield, MO 65804. 

Both brand-new genealogical sources and some good, solid reprints are noted in this quarter's column. 
Just be sure you distinguish between the two! Unless noted, the review was written by the FGS FORUM 
book review editor. 

Missouri Cemetery Inscription Sources: Print & Microform. By Elizabeth Kot and Shirley Thomson. Marsha Hoffmnn Rising 
Published by Indices Publishing, 228 Sandy Neck Way, Vallejo, CA 94591. 1995. vi, 842 pp. Index. 
Softcover. Order from publisher. $55.00 
plus $5.00 postage. California Cemetery 
Inscription Sources: Print & Microform. 
Same authors and publisber. 1994. viii, 
281 pp. Index. Softcover. $29.95 plus 
$3.00 postage. 

A new source! A novel approach! And, 
more to come! These two helpful refer
ence books are the first of a series 
planned by these compilers. Each book 
presents a listing of the cemeteries whose 
tombstone inscriptions have either been 
published or whose transcriptions have 
been microfilmed. When the source is 
available through the Family History 
Library, the film or fiche number is pro
vided. 

The material is organized by county, 
then by cemetery name, place and date of 
publication and film number if pertinent. 
The county listings are followed by the 
addresses for the publications where the 
transcriptions appear, and libraries refer
enced. An index by cemetery name com
pletes the work. Two examples will illus
trate how the books can be used. 

In search of an early California family, 
I turn to Lake County. There, I find that 
the Kelseyville Pioneer Cemetery was 
published in the Porno Bulletin in Febru
ary of 1986. That periodical has not been 
filmed, but the address for the society is 
given in the back of the book. 

Looking at the much more extensive 
publication on Missouri Cemetery sources 
(15,000 citations!), I learn that the Bean 
Family Cemetery located in St. Francis 
Co. was published in the fall 1985 issue 
of the St. Louis Genealogical Association 
Quarterly. Since that periodical is avail
able locally, I can check those inscriptions 
tomorrow. For the Dooly Bend/Hickory 
Grove Cemetery in Hickory County, 
however, I will need to order the micro-

film from the Family History Library. 
Both these cemetery inscription sources, 

and the ones to follow, will be extraordi
narily helpful research tools. The search 
for tombstone transcriptions has been 
made much easier. The only problem is 
that sometimes we don't know the name 
of the cemetery we need. As no geographic 
location is given here, either the research
er will have to check numerous listings, 
or use another source. A county genealog
ical guide, or a publication, such as An 
Index to Cemetery Locations in the Mis
souri Ozarks (from the Ozarks Genea
logical Society) would aid in narrowing 
the search because it lists section, town
ship, and range for each cemetery. 

Remember that neither of the publica
tions reviewed will list all the cemeteries 
in the county-only those that have been 
either published or filmed. Nevertheless, 
this is one of the handiest new references 
I have seen. 

* * * * 
Southern Loyalists in the Civil War: 

The Southern Claims Commission. By 
Gary B. Mills. Published by the Genea
logical Publishing Company, Inc., 1001 
N. Calvert St., Baltimore MD 21202. 
1994. xviii, 666 pp. Hardcover. $45.00 
plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each 
additional book). 

"My cattle were stolen and my barn 
burned! Somebody ought to pay!" Such 
was the belief of over 22,000 people who 
filed claims with the Southern Claims 
Commission established by Congress in 
1871. These files created a vast store of 
data that can now be more easily located 
because of Dr. Mills' consolidated direc-
tory. Four distinct resources were used to 
compile this master index, thus giving 

access to files currently scattered among 
five records groups at the National Ar
chives. Thankfully, some of these records 
have been placed on microfiche, but many 
others remain only in the original form. 

For applicants to be eligible to file with 
the Southern Claims Commission, they 
had to hold American citizenship, reside 
in a state that seceded, document loyalty 
to the federal government throughout the 
conflict (this is where relatives and friends 
could become important) and have suf
fered official confiscation of goods. After 
the individual submitted evidence and 
provided supportive testimony, the com
mission judged whether to approve the 
claim. Although not all were approved, 
the disallowed claims often prove just as 
valuable for the researcher. 

Those of us with Southern research 
problems constantly search for new sources 
to substitute for so many records that have 
been lost or not created in the first place. 
Dr. Mills has provided a marvelous op
portunity for historians and genealogists to 
approach a new set of records that could 
solve some of our dilemmas. Be sure to 
read the introduction and use the handy 
flow chart there that tells you how to 
obtain the records-step-by-step. 

* * * * 
Pocahontas' Descendants: A Revision, 

Enlargement and Extension of the List as 
Set Out by Wyndham Robertson in His 
Book Pocahontas and Her Descendants 
(1887). With Corrections and Additions 
by Stuart E. Brown, Jr., Lorraine F. 
Myers, and Eileen M. Chappel. Re
printed by Genealogical Publishing Co., 
Inc., 1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore 
MD 21202. 1994. 730 pp. Index. Hard
cover. $50.00 plus $3.50 shipping ($1.25 
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each additional book). 
Surely, it is a phenomenal coincidence 

that GPC chose to reprint this compilation 
at the same time the Walt Disney movie 
appeared! Yes, here you can find the 
na,mes of 30,000 people who claim de
scent from John Rolfe and Pocahontas' 
son Thomas through his daughter Jane, 
wife of Col. Robert Bolling and his pur
ported daughter Anne, wife of Peter 
Elwyn. For amusement, one might want 
to read the evidence supporting the Elwyn 
hypothesis-the strongest of which seems 
based on the appearance of "the Poca
hontas eyes" among descendants. For a 
more scholarly point of view, read Wil
liam Thorndale's discussion refuting the 
Elwyn theory published in "Two Rolfe 
Negatives, " The Virginia Genealogist 
July-September 1990. 

Pocahontas' Descendants, published 
under the auspices of the Pocahontas 
Foundation, merely lists the numerous 
descendants. Their names are preceded by 
an unfathomable numbering system and 
followed, if you are lucky, by a birth or 
marriage date. The corrections and addi
tions in the second part of the book pro
vide more lists and occasionally a brief 
biography. Here, you can find birthdates 
as late as 1989. 

Looking for a narrative, identifying 
material about the descendants (other than 
name) or evidence documenting relation
ships? Sorry. Not in this book. For that 
esoteric information, you will have to 
search elsewhere. 

* * * * 
Genealogical Guide Master Index of 

Genealogy in the Daughters of the Amer
ican Revolution Magazine Volumes 1-84 
(1892-1950) with Supplement Volumes 
85-89 (1950-1955) Combined Edition. 
Compiled by Elizabeth Benton Chapter, 
N.S.D.A.R., Kansas City, Missouri. 
1951. Reprinted by the Genealogical 
Publishing Company, Inc., 1001 N. Cal
vert St., Baltimore MD 21202. 1994. 
165 pp. Hardcover. $20.00 plus $3.50 
shipping ($1.25 each additional book). 

This short-cut to the queries, genealog
ical notes and Bible transcriptions pub
lished in the DAR Magazine between 
1892-1955 is available again. As stated by 
Library Director, Eric Grundset, in the 
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new introduction, "Even a query which 
never received a reply could contain a 
fragment of information once offered as a 
clue or a guess which could fill in a gap 
or lead to additional information even 
today." But, he also warns these queries 
are 'decades old, and the DAR has no way 
of identifying the early querists who used 
initials only, nor does the DAR have 
supporting correspondence. 

We expect so much more from an 
index these days. This one, containing 
only surname followed by volume and 
page of reference, seems so superficial. 
Will you check the 201 entries in sixty
two separate volumes for the surname 
"Hall' to read a query that was written at 
least forty years ago? We now presume 
that indexes this general will at least have 
given names, and better yet, a time period 
and/or geographic location to narrow our 
search. Tracking families named Hall may 
be difficult, but I can envision more pro
ductive research methods than this is 
likely to be. 

* * * * 
The Barbour Collection of Connecti

cut Town Vltal Records (Volume 1: 
Andover (1848-1879), Ashford (1710-
1851), Avon (1830-1851); Volume 2: 
Barkhamsted (1779-1854), Berlin (1785-
1850), Bethany (1832-1853), Bethlehem 
(1787-1851), Bloomfield (1835-1853), 
Bouah (1786-1850); Volume 3: Branford 
(1644-1850), Bridgeporl (1821-1854). 
Compiled by Lorraine C::ook White. 
Published by the Genealogical Publish
ing Company, Inc., 1001 N. Calvert 
St., Baltimore MD 21202.1994 & 1995. 
Softeover. First 2 volumes 297 pp. each. 
$25.00; Volume 3 326 pp. $30.00 plus 
$3.50 shipping for first book ($1.25 
each additional book). 

These are the first three volumes of the 
transcriptions and serializations of the 
Barbour Collection at the Connecticut 
State Library-the life work of Lucius 
Barnes Barbour, compiled from 1911-
1934. The original manuscript transcrip
tions were microfilmed (98 reels) from 
single small slips of paper forming a 
statewide alphabetized list. The volumes, 
now being published by GPC, are 
arranged by town with entries then in 
alphabetical order by name, date of event 

(birth, marriage, death), names of parents, 
if birth, and volume and page of original 
entry. The result makes this essential 
Connecticut source easier for researchers 
to access and use. Mrs. White is to be 
commended. 

* * * * 
The Greater Roseland Area Of Chica

go; Newspaper Extracts 1882-1894 (Re
search Series; Volume 4), Edited by Jan 
Helge and Paula Malak. Published by 
South Suburban Genealogical and His
torical Society, P.O. Box 96, South 
Holland, IL 60473.1992.91 pp., index. 
Softeover, $11.50 postpaid. 

This title is misleading in that the 
contents consist of one issue for each of 
eight newspapers on nine different days 
from 1882 to 1894. While technically 
speaking this is indeed newspaper extracts 
from 1882-1894, this is not what one 
normally expects when one sees such a 
title. But if your ancestor happens to be 
mentioned in one of these eight newspa
pers in the Roseland area of Chicago on 
one of the nine days covered, you will be 
pleased and have saved a lot of time. 

-Marie Martin Murphy, Rochester, 
Illinois 

* * * * 
Probate Courl Records, Cook County, 
Rlinois Docket Book A, 1871-1872. 
Compiled by Diane Kotil McClure and 
Loretto Dennis Szucs. Published by the 
authors, 1995. Order from Diane 
McClure, 105 4th Ave NE, St. Peters
burg, FL 33701. vi, 126 pp. Index. 
Perfect bound. $16.95 plus $3.00 ship
ping. Florida residents add $1.19 tax. 

The Chicago fire on 8 October 1871 is 
generally thought to have destroyed all 
Cook County records. This book demon
strates that such a gloomy conclusion is 
not necessarily true. The first entry in 
Docket Book A is dated 24 October 1871, 
but many of the records that were 
destroyed in the fire were restored from 
copies. 

Docket 'books consist of summaries of 
cases pending before the court. They are 
updated until the estate is settled, so many 
of th~ probates involved actually began 
before the fire. The earliest date of death 
involved in this group of records is 1 



April 1852, so all is not lost if you are 
working with decedents of the pre-fire 
period. Each entry gives name of de
ceased, date of death, executor/admin
istrator, date of will or letters of adminis
tration, widow, heirs, sureties, date inven
tory was approved, claims and remarks. 
Over 600 Chicago and Cook County 
residents are mentioned. A book well 
worth a look. 

-Marie Martin Murphy, Rochester, 
Illinois 

* * * * 
The Virginia Genealogist (Volume /3, 
1969) and The Virginia Genealogist (Vol
"me 14, 1970). Edited by John Freder
ick Dorman. Reprinted by Heritage 
Books, Inc., 1540-E Pointer Ridge 
Place, Bowie, MD 20716. 1993. 234 pp. 
each. Index. Softcover. $26.00 each. 

Good news for Virginia researchers. 
Heritage Books has chosen to reprint 
quarterly issues of Fred Dorman's excel
lent journal bound as one volume for each 
year. Mr. Dorman, a certified genealogist 

and Fellow of the American Society of 
Genealogists, began editing this fully
packed quarterly in 1957 and it continues 
today. With this reprinting, it is possible 
to order the specific volumes that might 
have special interest for you. Some of the 
information in these two volumes includes 
the Armistead families of Cumberland 
County, unrecorded wills of Surry County, 
the Chilton families of Virginia and Mary
land, court orders of the Isle of Wight, 
several Bible records and personal proper
ty tax rolls from Buckingham County, 
Campbell County and Caroline County as 
well as tracking the Maryland family of 
Covert to Virginia where they become 
Colverts and Colberts. Queries and book 
reviews are also included. Write Heritage 
Books for a list for the contents of vol
umes they are reprinting. 

Although valuable information can be 
obtained from these older volumes, the 
researcher must check newer literature for 
corrections and updates. For instance, 
within the volumes listed here is a debate 
concerning the parentage of Colonel Rich-
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ard Lee. Much of the supposition presented 
here has been discarded and better evi
dence presented in the December 1988 
issue of the National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly. 

* * * * 
United Empire Loyalists: Second Report 
of the Bureau of Archives for the Prov
ince of Ontario. Two Volumes. By Alex
ander Fraser. Reprinted by the Gene
alogical Publishing Company, Inc., 
1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore MD 
21202. (1905) rep. 1994. 1,436 pp. 
Index. Hardcover. $87.50 plus $3.50 
shipping. 

The aftermath of war sometimes cre
ates more genealogically important re
cords than the war itself. The claims here 
were filed by individuals who requested 
compensation from one side for losses 
they incurred because of their loyalty. 
These reports are taken from evidence 
given to the 1783 Commission appointed 
in Canada to compensate the Loyalists 
from the Revolutionary War. These 

Find Your Ancestors FAST 
Family Tree Maker'M Deluxe Edition 
does more than print family trees. 
It includes an index of more than 
100 MILLION names that helps you 
find your ancestors. Now, you can create 
a lasting record of your family history! 

Who Are You Related To? 
Like most people, Derek Erb thought 
researching his family history would 
be time-consuming. That is, until he 
discovered Family Tree Maker with the 
FamilyFinder~ Index ... It lists the 
names of more than 100 million people 
who appear in centuries of state and 
federal records. 

"An ExplOSion of Information" 
With the FamilyFinder, Derek easily 
found names of 40 ancestors. While 
the actual records are far too vast 
to be included on this one CD, the 
FamilyFinder did tell Derek exactly 
where he could find more information 
about each relative listed. 

Instead of searching through a library, Derek 
purchased these records from us. We have 
over 50 fact-filled CDs to choose from. 

Using the CD records, Derek expanded 
his family tree by three generations. Derek 
called it "an explosion of information!" 

Heirloom-Quality Family Trees 
In seconds, you too can discover your 
ancestors. Add these names and facts 
together with what you already know 
about your family. Then, Family Tree 
Maker will automatically print your 
family tree in a variety of beautiful styles. 
And they're perfect for framing, too! 

Multimedia Family Albums and More 
Family Tree Maker also stores photos, 
video, audio, scanned documents, and 
even your cherished family stories. 
It creates calendars, labels, and more! 
Don't miss the chance to preserve your 
family history - Order Todayl 

~--------------------------------
$69.99 New Version 3.0! 
Plus shipping & tax. CD-ROM 
For Windows" 3.1 and Windows 9S 
Call m 800-474-8696 and ask for 
9O-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 
Sold at software stores everywhere or call us direct. 

'i98rodefbundo 
Banner Blue DiviSion 
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twelve hundred claims abound with genea
logical information as well details from 
the privations suffered during the war. 

For instance, John Sayre, age 25, lived 
in Fairfield, Connecticut, before the war, 
traveling there from New York in 1783 
with his father, the Rev'd John Sayre. 
The good Reverend died in June 1784 
leaving a wife and eight children who are 
named. Mrs. Sayre was then living in 
Pennsylvania as were several of John's 
brothers and sisters. Sayre tells of the 
property that was lost when General 
Tryon burned Danbury and then his claim 
is supported in detail by associates. ' 

Another example is Robert McLelland. 
He was a native of Ireland and settled on 
the Little River in Craven Co., South 
Carolina, after coming to America in 
1767 with his father who died two years 
later. Although Robert had mustered in 
"with the Rebels," he did not take up 
arms against the British. He was request
ing compensation for his own land, for 
that of his sister Margaret McLelland and 
for the 1 00 acres on Rocky Creek granted 
to his wife when she was single. Sadly, 
his wife was then in Bedlam, insane. He 
also wanted to be compensated for two 
Negroes he gave his brother! 

These two volumes are so fascinating 
and full of information that I almost wish 
my ancestors had fought for the other side! 

* * * * 
Italian Genealogical Records: How to 

Use Italian Civil, Ecclesiastical, and 
Other Records in Family History Re
search. By Trafford R. Cole. Published 
by Ancestry Publishing, P.O. Box 476, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84110. 1995. 265 
pp. D1ustrations, index. Hardbound. 
$34.95 plus $4.50 shipping. 

It's about time. Finally there is a 
,guidebook that addresses the various 

records of Italy that will aid researchers in 
their family history. Not only does 
Trafford Cole, an American-born profes
sional genealogist with eighteen years 
experience in Italy, discuss how to obtain 
the records, but he also shows how to use 
them. 

This comprehensive book goes into 
remarkable detail on each type of Italian 
record. Cole gives the history of the 
record, transcribes the record, follows it 
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with an English translation, tells the sig
nificance of the record to family historians, 
and reproduces the record so researchers 
may see what it looks like. This is exactly 
the hand-holding approach needed for 
most American genealogists, who are 
often uneasy about crossing the ocean 
alone. 

Cole gives practical advice to the re
searcher on how to obtain copies of the 
documents-whether in person on a trip to 
Italy, on microfilm through the Family 
History Library in America or by corre
spondence in the comfort of one's home. 
Once the records are obtained, the next 
hurdle is to read them. Unless the geneal
ogist is versed in the Italian language, this 
is often a frustrating barrier. Cole does 
not leave family historians hanging, 
though. There is a whole chapter devoted 
to reading the records and interpreting the 
handwriting. 

Undoubtedly, this. book is a must for 
researchers pursuing their Italian ancestry . 
Its publication has been long overdue and 
desperately needed. Genealogists have 
been frustrated for a long time by the lack 
of a comprehensive guidebook on Italian 
records. Italian Americans cali now COD

tinue with their search with much more 
confidence and success, and with a knowl
edgeable guide at their side. 

-Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, 

Simla, Colorado 

**** 
Mayflower Deeds &: Probates: From the 
Files of George EmestBowman. By 
Susan E. Roser. Published by the Gene
alogical Publishing Company, Inc., 
1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore MD 
21202. 1994. 659 pp. Index. Softcover. 
$44.95 plus shipping. Mayflower In
creasings. Second Edition. same author 
and publisher. 1995. 170 pp. Index. 
Softcover $20.00 plus $3.50 shipping 
($1.25 for each additional book). 

Several thousand deeds are abstracted, 
as well as numerous wills and probate rec
ords that pertain not only to families who 
arrived on the Mayflower, but their 
collaterals and associates. The first work 
listed here completes the three-book series 
and provides a companion to Mayflower 
Marriages and the two-volume Mayflower 
Births and Deaths. These four volumes 

offer a thorough transcription of the 
20,000 pages of research files of George 
E. Bowman (1860-1941), known as the 
Father of Pilgrim Genealogy. Organized 
under the name of the Mayflower passen
ger, this monumental work provides data, 
clues and connections invaluable to the 
researcher interested in the Plymouth area 
in the colonial period. An every-name 
index makes each entry simple to locate. 

Ms. Roser has also revised her publi
cation Mayflower Increasings based on 
much of the information that came to light 
during her transcriptions of the books 
above. As Ms. Roser succinctly states, 
"Research on Mayflower families is never
ending," but in this work she endeavors to 
list all that is presently known about the 
Mayflower passengers for the first three 
generations in America-names, dates, 
spouses and children. Again, the material 
is organized by the name of the passenger 
with citation to source given within the 
text. To complete the entry, probate re
cords pertinent to the family are abstract
ed. This second edition is a decided im
provement over the first. 

* * * * 
Hereditary Society Blue Book. By Robert 
R. Davenport. Published by the Genea
logical Publishing Company, 10(:., 1001 
N. Calvert St., Baltimore MD 21202. 
1994. 318 pp. Hardcover. $38.00 pigS 

$3.50 shipping ($1.25 for each addi
tional book). 

If you are looking for a new hereditary 
society to join, there must be one in this 
book for you. From the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company of Massa
chusetts to the Vermont Society of Colo
nial Dames, here you will find current 
information on 147 lineage organizations 
including addresses, dates of founding and 
requirements for membership. 

The second section is the "Who's 
Who" of the group specifying over three 
hundred prominent living members of 
those lineage societies. The last section 
listing certified genealogists, however, is 
misleading. While the individuals listed 
here are certified by the Board for Certifica
tion, only eight people appear. These must 
be just those active in these societies for 
BCG has over 300 certified researchers 
among its ranks-not eight! 



CALIFORNIA 
Root Cellar-Sacramento Genealogical 

Society announces the relocation of its 
library collection to the California State 
Archives Building research room on the 
fourth floor, 1020 "0" Street, Sacramento, 
CA. The collection is open Monday 
through Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
but is closed on holidays. The collection 
contains over 2100 books, plus periodicals 
from over 1000 genealogical societies 
from the United States and Canada. To 
visit, take P Street off-ramp from Busi
ness 80 or Q Street off-ramp from 1-5. 
Proceed to 10th or 11th Street; parking is 
nearby. [Carolyn J. Danford, publicity, 
Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical 
Society, P.O. Box 265, Citrus Heights, 
CA 95611] 

* * * * 
In March, the State Archives moved 

from its interim facility to a new building 
located two blocks south of the State 
Capitol in downtown Sacramento. For 
general information, call (916) 653-7715. 
For reference, call (916) 653-2246. The 
Research Room is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Rec
ordscannot be pulled b\:!tween 12:00 noon 
and 1:00p.m. orafier3:30p.m. [Califor
nia State Archives New Building Update, 
5 April 1995, via Council News Coordina
tor 7:4 (July/August 1995) bimonthly 
publication of the Genealogical and His
torical Council of Sacramento Valley] 

COLORADO 
"Volunteers from the Weld County 

Genealogical Society, through a federal 
grant, have indexed the Greeley Tribune 
newspapers from 1870 to 1890 and from 
1990 to current issues. Births, marriages, 
death notices and obituaries as well as a 
topical index have been compiled on 
computer and are available at the Centen
nial Park Branch Library, 2227 23rd 
Avenue, Greeley, CO 80631. Library 
volunteers from the Society can assist 
visitors to the library on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays or will answer mail requests 
from non-members for a $5.00 search 
charge sent to P.O. Box 278, Greeley, 
CO 806~2. [Arliss S. Monk, CG, Greeley, 
Colorado] 

FLORIDA 
The Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 

serves one of the largest and earliest 
settled counties in the area. The Society 
has been surveying and documenting all 
known burial sites within the county for 
publication. A complete listing of cemeteries 
has been compiled for the first time. 
[Thomas Winters, president, IPGS, Drawer 
10, Kathleen, FL 33849] 

ILLINOIS 
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical 

Society has created a master database to 
identify surname reference sources 
gleaned from a variety of books, manu
scripts, card files, etc. In addition to a 
variety of Society surname indexes, the 
database includes indexes for federal 
censuses of McHenry County, 1840-1870; 
certain early Church records; newspaper 
death notices; early histories and atlases; 
emigration records from the German Eifel 
region, 1834-1911; county atlas, 1872; 
declarations of intent, 1851-1906; and 
Society quarterlies. To use the MCIGS 
Master Database Ancestor Search, send 
the first and last name of your ancestor 
(surnames only cannot be searched), along 
with an SASE and $5.00 per name to 
MCIGS, P.O. Box 184, Crystal Lake, IL 
60039-0184. You will receive a print-out 
indicating the title of each publication and 
the page number(s) on which the name of 
your ancestor appears, plus a $5.00 dis
count coupon toward your publication(s) 
order of $20.00 or more. If no reference 
is found, your money will not be refunded, 
due to computer time and expense, but 
you will receive the $5.00 discount cou
pon. [McHenry County Connection News
letter 14:5 (May 1995)] 

KANSAS 
A large collection of original volumes 

from the Shawnee County Probate Court 
are now in the Topeka Genealogical Soci
ety Library in Topeka. These volumes 
were microfilmed by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah and copies of the film are 
in the Kansas State Historical Society 
Research Center in Topeka and in the 
Family History Library, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. However, some volumes which 
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reached the TGS Library were apparently 
not filmed while some that were filmed 
are missing. The volumes date from 1855 
into the 1930s and contain a variety of 
record types: wills and estate records, 
guardianships, naturalizations, and drug
gist permits. Indexes to some of the books 
have been published by TGS and are 
available for purchase. [Topeka Genealog
ical Society Quarterly 25:2. TGS, P.O. 
Box 4048, Topeka, KS 66604-0048] 

MICmGAN 
On January 1, 1995, a new law went 

into effect in Michigan authorizing "direct 
consent adoptions," whereby the birth 
parents, not the adoption agency, can 
select the adoptive parents. The law per
mits a birth parent or adoptee to petition 
the county probate court if they wish to 
make contact. An intermediary will search 
the official record, contact the birth family 
members involved and inquire if they are 
willing to meet. This Uniform Adoption 
Act is designed to keep records sealed for 
99 years. [Western Wayne County Genea
logical Society, The Society Page Newslet
ter 9:1 (Spring 1995)] 

NEW JERSEY 
"It is our understanding that the State 

Archives will now accept requests for, 
and respond to letters asking for, copies 
of vital records, i.e, birth, marriage and 
death. This was not permitted for a few 
years due to budget restrictions." [Mrs. 
Phyllis Hansen, FGS delegate, Genealogi
cal Society of the West Fields, c/o West
field Memorial Library, 550 E. Broad 
Street, Westfield, NJ 07090. 

omo 
The historical lands records (those 

involving the surveyor first transfer of 
federal public land to private individuals) 
previously located in the Office of the 
State Auditor, have been relinquished to 
the Ohio Historical Society. In November 
1994, the original land survey field notes, 
land survey plats, tract and entry books 
and index cards related to the Federal 
lands and Virginia Military District lands 
in Ohio were transferred to the State 
Archives in the Ohio Historical Center. 
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Also transferred were the School (Section 
16) and Ministerial (Section 29) land re
cords. Researchers may use these records at 
the ArchiveslLibrary Tuesday through 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Research inqui
ries will be answered by the OHS 
ArchiveslLibrary, Ohio Historical Society, 
1982 Velma Avenue, Columbus, OH43211-
2497. Deeds for real property owned by the 
State of Ohio and official copies of deeds 
conveying State of Ohio land (Governor's 
Deeds) since 1837 will continue to be main
tained and available at the Auditor of State's 
Land Office, 1272 South Front Street, 
Columbus, OH 43206. These deeds were 
not transferred. [Letter from Thomas E. 
Ferguson, Auditor of State, signed by Wil
liam D. Lenkey, Supervisor of Support 
Services, dated October 31, 1994] 

OREGON 
The president of the Oregon Historic 

Cemeteries Association, Jeanne Gentry, 
testified before the General Government 
and Regulatory Reform Committee in 
April on behalf of House Bill 2314. The 
bill seeks to create a Pioneer Cemetery 
Commission to assist with and support the 
restoration, renovation and maintenance of 
Oregon's pioneer cemeteries. OHCA 
members have voted unanimously to 
support this Bill. At a second hearing, an 
amendment was added to the Bill which 
changes the definition of a pioneer ceme
tery. The new wording deletes all refer
ence to ownership of the cemetery and 
decreases the number of burials from ten 
to one. The Bill, as amended, received the 
unanimous support of the committee. 
OHCA will follow the progress of this 
legislation. [OHCA News 4:1 (June 1995)] 

TEXAS 
In July 1994, a legal destruction of 

county records took place in Dallas County. 
In all, 12,000 boxes of records, including 
divorce and marriage annulment files 
covering the period 1921-1968, are now 
lost to researchers. In response, members 
of the Dallas Genealogical Society formed 
a Records Preservation Committee which, 
on March 21, won passage of a policy 
that no records will be destroyed without 
first offering them to the Dallas Public 
Library. The Library will have 30 days to 
indicate its desire to keep certain records 
and an additional 60 days to transfer them 
to the Library archives. DGS will work 
with the Library to identify those records 
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which have value to family historians 
while considering the limited archival 
space in the Library. This is viewed by 
the County Records Commissioners and 
the Dallas Genealogical Society as a "win
win" solution: positive action from a 
negative beginning. The next steps for the 
Records Preservation Committee are to 
(1) begin analysis of various record types 
to understand their value to family histori
ans, (2) analyze county and state record 
destruction schedules, (3) determine what 
might be done to change schedules if 
appropriate, and (4) communicate 
approach and success to other genealogical 
or historical societies and organizations. 
[Shirley Remnant Sloat, "Records Preser
vation Committee Reports Progress," DGS 
Newsletter 19:3:55 (May-June 1995)] 

VIRGINIA 
The Central Branch of the Chesterfield 

County Library has opened a genealogical 
research center housed in two rooms. The 
collection includes genealogical reference 
books, periodicals, family histories, census 
and other microfilm, Civil War histories and 
periodicals and books on the Colonial and 
Revolutionary War periods. A microfilm 
reader has been ordered and the Library of 
Virginia donated a computer system. Mrs. 
Anne R. White, Reference Librarian for 
the Central Library and member of the 
Genealogical Research Institute of Virgin
ia, was instrumental in preparing the new 
center. The center is open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and one 
Saturday a month, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
[News & Notes 15:5 (May 1995), Genea
logical Research Institute of Virginia] 

* * * * 
The Library of Virginia, with the help 

of the Virginia Genealogical Society and 
the Friends of the Virginia State Archives, 
has been attempting to place all Bureau of 
Vital Statistics Death Records (1853-
1896) in an electronic database. To date, 
three counties have been completed -
King George, Henry, and Stafford. Addi
tional volunteer help, especially that of 
local historical or genealogical societies, 
is sought. Needed is an IBM compatible 
processor, a database program, such as 
dBase III or IV, and access to a microfilm 
reader. Contact person is Elizabeth N. Lee, 
10268 Gera Road, King George, VA 22485; 
(703) 775-2771. [The Virginia Genealogical 
Society Newsletter (May-June 1995)] 

WYOMING 
The Wyoming Archives now provides 

public access to early death, marriage, 
and divorce certificates originally filed 
with Vital Records. Previously considered 
confidential, a new policy adopted by 
Vital Records makes available death, 
marriage and divorce certificates 50 years 
old or older. The costs for a photocopy 
from the Archives is 50 cents and a certi
fied copy is $4.00. Wyoming residents must 
add 6 % sales tax. Please note that birth 
certificates are not included in this policy. 
They continue to have a 100 year restriction 
and access to them is only possible through 
Vital Records. [Cynthia Monroe, "Wyoming 
Vital Records Now Accessible in Archives, " 
lincoln-Lancaster Genealogical Society 
News 19:7"6 (July 1995)] 
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Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, is the Family Associations editor. Family Association newsletters and items 
to be considered for publication should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120. 

The Townsend Family Missing Links Association was formed to collect data on the surname Townsend and 
variants found in the years before 1850. The purpose of this collection is to help members locate missing links 
to earlier generations. It also assists by making suggestions on how to proceed with family research. 

The Townsend Missing Links, published quarterly by the organization (with occasional extra issues) includes 
families with missing ancestors on whom little is known. This interchange assists in making 10,000 family group 
sheets thus far collected available to make connections. Christine Rose 

The organization seeks new members 
who will share knowledge of their own 
Townsend branch. Though the goal is to 
collect data on Townsends in the 1630 to 
1850 period, assistance will be offered to 
anyone seeking a Townsend regardless of 
date. The group hopes to print some of 
the Townsend lineages and to eventually 
publish a comprehensive Townsend Dic
tionary for the 1630-1850 period. 

Charles D. Townsend, the director and 
general manager, has been researching the 
name for over 40 years, working mostly in 
areas along the Eastern seaboard. The li
brary of the group includes over 3000 books 
plus may thousands of family groupings. 

The yearly dues includes the magazine 
and free queries. Though new members 

Italian Genealogical 
Records 

by Trafford R. Cole 

Everything you need to know 
to conduct successful Italian 
family history research is in 

this practical guide. 

Italian Genealogical Records 
details centuries of Italian record 
keeping and instructs you on the 
records themselves. This volume 
is rich in reproductions of typical 
records, including a complete transla
tion and explanation of each. 

265 Pages. 8W'x11" Hardbound 
ISBN 0-916489-58-2 

$34.95 Plus $4.50 s/h 

are solicited, the Association welcomes 
information from anyone who has a 
Townsend regardless of membership status. 

[For more information contact Charles 
D. Townsend, Editor, 5721 Antietam 
Drive, Sarasota, FL 34231-4903.] 

* * * * 
The Thayer Families Association 

(TFA) was established in 1991 and pres
ently has a membership of 300 individuals. 
The family has been in America for 350 
years without an accurate representation 
of its lineage. The current project of the 
TFA is to sponsor the publication of A 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America. A computer database 

is maintained which presently contains the 
names of 40,000 Thayers nationwide and 
consists mostly of the ancestors and de
scendants of three immigrants from 
Thornbury, Gloucestshire, England, in the 
mid-1600s and extends to the year 1920 
and beyond. They encourage participation 
of all interested Thayers (regardless of 
origin or surname spelling) to be a part of 
this important project. 

Benefits of TFA membership include 
subscription to the informative Thayer 
Quarterly newsletter, also published by 
the Association. 

[For additional information contact 
Raymond A. "Rick" Thayer, P.O. Box 
12, Braintree, MA 02185-0012.] 

Sample of topics examined In 
this comprehensive volume • •• 

-Italian genealogy, emigration, 
and history. 

- Italian civil, ecclesiastical, 
census, military, university, 
notary, passport, emigration, 
tax, and passenger records. 

-Research in Italy and through 
correspondence, including 
sample letters and addresses 
of the Italian State Archives 
and Diocese Seats. 

-Italian terms, interpreting 
Italian handwriting and read
ing Italian records. 

Or Write: Anceftr1~ 

(262-3787) 
.L"l Dept. FM95 J" 

P.O. Bt»/: 476 
SalllAJIe CIIy, ur 8411().J)476 
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Publications of the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
General Publications 

Member* Non-Member 

Guide for the Organization & Management of Genealogical Societies 
A Primer for Local Historical Societies 
Family Associations Organization and Management Handbook 
Index to NGS and FGS Conferences and Syllabi 
Organizing Archival Records 
The Historical Society as Fund-Raiser and Nonprofit Corporation 
Roberts' Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 9th Edition 

Society Strategy Series 

12_00 15.00 
14.00 16.00 
10.95 12.95 
12.00 15.00 
16.00 18.00 
4.00 6.00 

13.00 15.00 

All Strategy Papers are four-pages in length. All cost $2.00 for members and $2.50 for non-members 

Strategies for Societies 
1: 1 Legalities of Establishing a Society 
1:2 The Policy and Procedure Manual 
1:3 The Society Newsletter 

4: 1 Strategies for Treasurers: Preparing a Budget 
Strategies for Secretaries 

1:4 Projects for Fundraising 
1:5 Community Service Projects 
1 : 6 How to Run an Election 
1:7 Long Range Planning 
1:8 If There an Office in Your Society's Future? 
Strategies for Presidents 

5:1 Minutes: Taking & Preparing 
5:2 Correspondence: General Principles 
5:3 Filing/Maintaining Records 
Strategies for Program Chairs 
6: 1 Ten Seasonal Programs 
6:2 More Seasonal Program Ideas 
6:4 When Your Speaker is Your Program 
Planning Successful Seminars & Workshops 
6:5 Part 1: Initial Steps and Publicity 2:2 Planning & Conducting Meetings 

2:3 Leadership Styles 6:6 Part 2: Vendor Options/Accommodations 

Subscription for ONE calendar year 
Subscription for TWO calendar years 
Subscription for THREE calendar years 

Forum Magazine 

[Subscribers outside the U.S., please add $8.00 per year] 
Single back issues (List Vol. & No: --'-______ _ 

Member' Non-Member 

9.00 
17.00 
25.00 

8.00 
3.50 

15.00 
29.00 
42.00 

8.00 
3.50 

* Member Price is the discount given to persons who belong to an organization that is a member of the 
Federation. 

TO ORDER: 

Please mark each item to be included in your order. Indicate the total number of items and the total amount 
of your purchase in the spaces below. If you belong to a society that isa member of FGS you may receive 
the discounted member rate. All orders are post-paid by FGS. Please send a check and this completed order 
form to the FGS business office: . 

FGS - Publications 
P.O. Box 3385 
Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 

Send to: Name 
Address 

Total number of items: 
-:---

Total amount of order: $ -:-___ 
Please add $2.00 for shipping if order includes General Publications 

----------------------
City/State _____ ----, ____________ _ 
Zip _______ Phone ( ) _________ __ 

------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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DUTCH 
"Holland-America Line passenger lists, 1900-1940, are now 

available on microfiche. The actual records are at the Municipal 
Archives of Rotterdam. The collection is published by MMF in 
Holland and includes two main sets of fiche. The first set (272 
fiche) is an alphabetical index that lists the names of passengers, 
ticket numbers, names of ships and departure dates. The index is 
divided chronologically into groups of five or six fiche listing all 
passengers who sailed during a particular three to four month 
period. The second set (781 fiche) contains the longer records of 
passage for each sailing, including the names of passengers, 
names and addresses of booking agents, ticket types and prices, 
and information about train travel after arrival in the U.S. The 
entire collection sells for $7900; fiche may be ordered in smaller 
segments and the index may be purchased separately. Contact 
Norman Ross Publishing Inc., 330 West 58th St., New York, 
NY 10019; (212) 765-8200 or (800) 648-8850." ["Dutch 
Passenger Lists Available," Dorot, The Journal of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society 16:3 (Spring 1995)] 

GERMAN 
A German-American cultural center will be developed in 

Davenport, Iowa's downtown district. Plans are being supervised 
by a 15 member board of directors which represents historical, 
genealogical, and German-American organizations in Iowa and 
Dlinois. The German-American Heritage Center (GAHC) will be 
~ted in the historic four-story Standard Hotel building which 
was erected prior to 1876. The building is an original German 
style guest house which welcomed thousands of immigrants. 
When completed, GAHC will consist of a library, archives, and 
a records repository.· It will include a theater for community and 
cultural presentations and offices for various historical and 
cultural organizations in the area. An immigrant museum will 
display books, diaries, costumes, photographs, heirlooms, and 
similar items from all German-speaking countries. The building 
will serve people of German descent from all over the Midwest 
who are in search of their German roots. Anyone interested in 
assisting with the renovation of the building, either financially or 
ill kind, may call (319) 322-4067 or write to: GAHC, P.O. Box 
243, Davenport, IA 52805. Charter membership is $40 for two 
years (through December 31, 1996). Regular membership is $20 
for 1995. Financial contributions will be gladly accepted. [Ameri
can/Schleswig-Holstein Historical Society Newsletter 7:3] 

ITALIAN 
POINT (Pursuing Our Italian Names Together) is a network 

of those who are interested in their Italian roots or their Italian 
heritage. The organization maintains an Italian Surname Data 
Base with over 17,000 surnames submitted by over 2,300 POINT 
members from 49 states and around the world. There is no 
charge to submit surnames to the POINT database. The group 
also publishes an Annual Directory and a quarterly journal titled 

FGS FORUM 

POINI'ers, The American Journal of Italian Genealogy. Write for 
details on the publications or membership to POINT, Box 2977, 
Palos Verdes, CA 90274. [Membership information sheet written 
by Thomas Edward Militello, M.D., founder of POINT, Editor 
of POINI'ers] 

JEWISH 
The Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies has distribut

ed an initial version of its Cemetery Project database. The project 
has plans to document every Jewish cemetery in the world and, 
theoretically, every Jewish burial. At the annual seminar on 
Jewish Genealogy, held in Washington, D.C., in June, informa
tion was provided to member societies on 7,500 cemeteries. A 
second database of burials includes more than 56,000 graves, 
primarily in the United States and Canada. Project leader, Arline 
Sachs, told the group she just acquired an additional 100,000 
burials from South Africa. For information on how to acquire 
these databases, contact Arline Sachs, 6212 Thomas Drive, 
Springfield, VA 22150. Internet: nvsacha@nvtcpl.vccs.edu. 
[Gary Mokotoff, FGS treasurer, who notes: "More than 600 

1996 NGS Conference in the States 

8 - 11 May 1996 
Nashville, Tennessee 

NASHVILLE 

I~ ( III 1m \110\ OJ 111\:\1 SSII 's Bit I '\ II '\\1 \1 17% IC}% 

National Genealogical Society 
452717thStreetNorth 
Arlington. VA 22207-2399 

Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society 
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persons attended the seminar on Jewish 
Genealogy. It was announced to the gath
ering that the next five annual conferences 
would be held in Boston (1996), Paris 
(1997), Los Angeles (1998), New York 
(1999), and Salt Lake City (2000)."] 

POLISH 
The Polish Genealogical Society of 

America announces the publication of 
Roman Catholic Parishes in the Polish 
People's Republic in 1984, by Lidia 
Miillerowa. This work helps locate parishes 
in modern Poland and shows the diocese 

and deanery to which each parish belongs. 
There are 58 black-and-white maps, an 88 
page index of towns and villages shown 
on the maps, a master map with a grid 
showing the area of the individual maps, 
and a guide to the names of Polish parish
es. The book is available for $20.00 plus 
$2.50 postage and handling, from the 
PGSA, c/o Marcia Bergman, 926 Oxford 
Lane, WIlmette, IL 60091. [announce
ment flyer from PGSA] 

SWISS 
Swiss research by trained volunteers is 

offered by the Immigrant Genealogical 
Society, P.O. Box 7369, Burbank, CA 
91304-7369. They will consult the follow
ing sources in their library: (1) Swiss 
Phone Books (about 4,000,000 subscrib
ers); (2) Bibliography of Swiss Genealo
gies; (3) Swiss Emigration Book, Vol. I, 
Schraeder-Muggenthaler, for Cantons of 
Solothrun, Basel, and Aargau; (4) Swiss 
Emigrants in 18th Century to the American 
Colonies, Faust & Brumbaugh, Zurich 
archives 1734-1744, Bern 1706-1795, Basel 
1734-1794. Send an SASE to IGS for 
research specifics and fees. [Marilyn Death
erage, corresponding secretary, IGS] 
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Organizations are encouraged to send the 
names and qualifications of speakers 
enjoyed by their group to the FGS Editorial 
Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, 
lL 60558-0271. Speakers who are recom
mended will be invited to submit informa
tion and a photograph to Forum. 

Computer assisted research is the 
unique ingredient that Karen Clifford 
brings to her genealogy lectures. A teacher 
with twenty years classroom experience, 
Karen has spent the past eight years as a 
college genealogy and computer instruc
tor. For use in her classes, she developed 
a study course titled Genealogy & Com
puters. This three-part series (for begin
ner, intermediate and advanced research
ers) is now in its second edition and has 
been published by Clearfield Press. 

The use of computers embellishes most 
of the topics Ms. Clifford lectures upon. 
Two such presentations, "Southern States 
Research" and "Midwestern States Re
search," are subtitled "Sources, Reposito
ries, and Strategies, Including Computer 
Assisted Research." A third presentation, 
"Desktop Publishing Your Family History 
from Start to Finish, " prepares listeners to 
produce a professionally formatted manu
script, similar to the several published by 
Ms. Clifford. 

Other program options available from 
Ms. Clifford reflect her strong interest in 
honoring and inspiring volunteers. Build
ing Local Societies includes the title, 
"Using Your Newsletter Editor, Work-
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Karen Clifford, AG 

shops, Mentors, and Enthusiasm." These 
lectures on society management draw 
upon her twenty-five years of volunteer 
service. Ms. Clifford has been the editor 
of the California State Genealogical Alli
ance Newsletter since 1992, a member of 
the Board of Directors for the Utah Gene
alogical Association, the founding presi
dent of the Monterey County Genealogy 
Society, a delegate of the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies, and a director of 

the Monterey California Family History 
Center. Recently, Ms. Clifford received 
an FGS Award of Merit in recognition of 
these activities. 

"Preparing for a Genealogical Career" 
or "Turning Your Hobby into a Profes
sion" appeals to the more advanced re
searcher considering genealogy as a voca
tion. As an Accredited Genealogist and 
the owner and chief executive officer of 
Genealogy Research Associates which she 
founded in 1985, Ms. Clifford offers a 
multi-faceted approach in advising others 
on pursuing employment opportunities in 
this field. 

A first prize in her university speech 
class and ten years as a staff trainer for 
the Family History Center offered the 
incentive and experience necessary to 
prepare and deliver lectures employing a 
variety of visuals, including transparen
cies, slides, and props. Handouts are 
provided, and taping of her presentations 
is permitted. Ms. Clifford requests a 
quiet, non-smoking room and lecture 
facilities where she can make eye contact 
with the audience. Honorarium is based 
on distance and number of lectures: a one
day workshop requiring over eight hours 
travel would be $400 plus travel expenses. 

Contact Karen Clifford, AG, 23050 
Guidotti Drive, Salinas, CA 93908; (408) 
373-5206 (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.); fax 
(408) 373-5208. Karen Clifford was rec
ommended for this column by the Califor
nia State Genealogical Alliance. 
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Events should have importance beyond a particular geographic area. Submit calendar items by October 28 for a January 15 
delivery to readers, or January 1 for an April 15 delivery to readers. Include name and description of event, date, place, contact 
name and address or phone number. Send Calendar items to FGS Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558. 

1995 
October 6-7, Marshalltown, Iowa: The 

Iowa Genealogical Society will present 
"The Middle Atlantic to the Middle 
West" featuring Dr. George K. 
Schweitzer on Migration Trails, New 
York, Pennsylvania and Maryland 
Research, as well as Revolutionary 
War Genealogy. Contact Don South
wood, CGRS, P.O. Box 7735, Des 
Moines, IA 50322-7735. 

October 6-7, Richmond, Virginia: "35th 
Anniversary: A Capitol Affair" will be 
a two-day event offered by the Virginia 
Genealogical Society. Activities include 
Mary McCampbell Bell leading a Land 
Platting Workshop and Robert Young 
Clay presenting Laws and Practices in 
Virginia. Contact VGS, 5001 West 
Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond, 
VA 23230-3023; (804) 285-8954. 

October 6-7, Searcy, Arkansas: The 
Arkansas Genealogical Society will 
present Jim and Paula Stuart Warren at 
Harding University. A Friday banquet 
will be followed by four lectures on 
Saturday. Contact AGS, P.O. Box 
908, Hot Springs, AR 71902. 

October 7, Carterville, Illinois: Fall Con
ference and Book Fair of the Genealogy 
Society of Southern Illinois will feature 
James R. Johnson of Memphis, Ten
nessee. Topics include Land Records, 
The Draper Papers, and Tennessee 
Research. A beginning genealogy class 
will be offered. Local book vendors, a 
photographer, and displays will be 
available. Contact: Dee Fozzard, 403 
S. Division Street, Carterville, IL 
62918; or call (618) 985-3775. 

October 7, Elgin, Illinois: The Chester A. 
Bowser Memorial Genealogical Lec
ture Program will feature noted speak
ers on a variety of special interest and 
"how-to" topics. A vendor will display 
and the library's genealogical section 
will be available for research. Write to 

Elgin Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 
1418, Elgin, IL 60121-1418, or call 
(708) 695-4409 or (708) 888-1661. 

October 7, Spokane, Washington: The 
Eastern Washington Genealogical 
Society will feature George Ott of The 
Heritage Consulting Service, Salt Lake 
City, speaking on "Military Records 
from the Earliest Colonial Conflicts 
through the Modern Wars." Vendors 
and exhibits are scheduled. Contact 
EWGS, P.O. Box 1826, Spokane, WA 
99210-1826 or call Marvelene Roach 
Carney (509)· 328-3576, workshop 
chair, or Bette Butcher Topp (509) 
467-2299, president. 

October 8, Sherman Oaks, California: 
The Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Los Angeles will sponsor a seminar at 
the Family History Center. Contact 
Geraldine Winerman, JGSLA presi
dent, at (818) 784-7277. 

October 11-14, Countryside (Chicago
area), Illinois: The Czechoslovak 
Genealogical Society International 
presents the fifth genealogical/cultural 
conference featuring tours of Chicago 
area historical sites, including Bohemian 
National Cemetery, multi-track lec
tures, a networking evening, music and 
dancing, Parade of Kroj, and extensive 
research opportunities. Write CGSI, 
P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul, MN 55116-
0225; or call Joe Hartzel (708) 485-
6189. 

October 12, Dodge City, Kansas: Gale 
Williams Bamman is the featured 
speaker for the Kansas Genealogical 
Society Seminar. She will present 
Influence of Rivers and Early Roads 
on Settlement in Tennessee, Tenn
essee's Disputes with North Carolina 
and Tennessee's Legislative Divorce 
Petitions. Write KGS, P.O. Box 103, 
Dodge City, KS 67801-0103. 

October 12-14, Burlington, Vermont: The 

New England Regional Genealogical 
Conference will feature free pre-con
ference activities on October 12, a 
large list of national speakers, a sunset 
dinner cruise on Lake Champlain, a 
day of research in Montreal, and many 
surprises. Contact the Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council, P.O. Box 5393, 
Cochituate, MA 01778 for details. 

October 12-14, Santa Ana, California: 
The Southern California Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealo
gists presents the first annual institute 
on professional genealogy. The fea
tured speaker will be Helen F. M. 
Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS on A 
Practical Guide to Getting, Keeping, 
and Billing Clients. Contact SCC
APG, c/o Sheila Benedict CGRS, Insti
tute Chairman, P.O. Box 335, Nuevo, 
CA 92567-0335. 

October 13-14, Richardson, Texas: The 
Gulley Family in America invites all 
Gulley, Gully and Gullie descendants 
to the eighth biennial conven
tion/reunion to be held in the Greater 
Dallas area. Scheduled banquet speaker 
is "Bill" Gulley, author of Breaking 
Cover, a journal of his eleven years in 
the White House Military Office. 
Contact Wayne Gulley at (219) 463-
3581 or write to him at 0595 West 050 
North, LaGrange, IN 46761. 

October 14, Belton, Texas: "Redskins and 
Rangers: The Texas Military Frontier 
Genealogy Seminar" with Richard L. 
Hooverson will be presented by the 
Bell County Museum. The program 
surveys conflicts with the Kiowas and 
Comanches; Migration into Texas 
during the Republic Era; the Mexican 
War; Early Ports and Forts; Frontier 
Defense; and Research Techniques. 
Contact Stephanie Turnham (817) 933-
5243, P.O. Box 1381, Belton, TX 
76513. 

October 14, Chillicothe, Ohio: The Ross 
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County Genealogical Society and Pala
tines to America, Ohio Chapter, will 
co-sponsor a German Research Semi
nar, "Finding Your German Ances
tors." La Vern Rippley will speak on 
the Chillicothe and Columbus Ger
mans; Kenneth Smith on German 
Church Books; Robert Casari on 
Chillicothe German Church Records. 
There will be a question-answer ses
sion, book sales, displays and door 
prizes. Reservations to PAL-AM, Mrs. 
Russell Hall, 181 Heischman Ave., 
Worthington, OH 43085. 

October 14, Fort Collins, Colorado: A 
seminar titled People on the Move and 
the Records they Left Behind will 
feature William Dollarhide, Valarie 
Lair, and Phil Walker, local historian 
and radio newscaster. Contact the 
Larimer County Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 9502, Fort Collins, CO 
80525-9502. 

October 14, Manhattan, Kansas: Arlene 
H. Eakle, Ph.D., will present New 
Immigration Sources, Pennsylvania 
German Family Trees, The Case of the 
Missing Ancestor, and Military Rec
ords for the Riley County Genealogical 
Society Workshop. Marilyn Menden
hall Waugh will speak on Searching 
for Adoptees and Birth Families and 
Living People. Call (913) 565-6495, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday for 
details. 

October 14, Pearl, Mississippi: The Fami
ly Research Association of Mississippi 
presents Desmond Walls Allen as 
featured lecturer on Advanced Problem 
Solving; Confederate Military Re
search; and Research in "Arkansaw." 
Write FRAM, P.O. Box 13334, Jack
son, MS 39236-3334. 

October 14, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 
The Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania and the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania join to host a confer
ence on Philadelphia repositories and 
records. Contact GSP, 1300 Locust 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107; call 
(215) 545~391; or fax (215) 545-
0936. 

October 14, St. Louis, Missouri: Joan 
Lowrey will present a Personal Ances-

34 Fall 1995, Volume 7 Number 3 

tral File Computer Seminar for the 
Lewis & Clark PAF User's Group. 
Topics include Getting the Most out of 
Family Records; Important Utilities for 
Family Records; Research Data Filer; 
and Creating Gedcom Files. For details 
contact Evelyn Brakensiek (314) 867-
3876 or write John Forti, president, 
Lewis & Clark PAF Users' Group, 
P.O. Box 2105, Florissant, MO 
63032-2105. 

October 14, Santa Fe Springs, California: 
"Celebration of Our Latin/Hispanic 
Roots" will offer speakers, refresh
ments, sales items, door prizes, and a 
chance to display pedigree charts. 
Sponsored by the Genealogical Society 
of Hispanic America, Southern Califor
nia Branch, P.O. Box 2472, Santa Fe 
Springs, CA 90670-2472. 

October 20-21, Springfield, Missouri: 
The Ozarks Genealogical Society's 
conference, "Researching Mid-Atlantic 
States" will feature Dr. George K. 
Schweitzer. Mini sessions, book ven
dors and more. OGS Library will be 
open on Friday. SASE for details to 
OGS, Conference Registrar, P.O. Box 
3494, Springfield, MO 65804-3494. 

October 21, Elkhart, Indiana: The Elkhart 
County Genealogical Society will 
sponsor an "Everton's Climbing Your 
Family Tree Can Be Fun" Workshop. 
Contact Elaine Spires Smith, 59201 
Merrimac Lane, Elkhart, IN 46517. 

October 21, Glendale, California: Annual 
German Genealogy Day speaker is to 
be Trudy Schenk, German genealogist 
and coauthor, Wumemberg Emigration 
Index. Topics include Naming Patterns 
and Emigration Patterns. Details from 
Marilyn Deatherage (818) 348-6444 or 
write the Immigrant Genealogical 
Society, P.O. Box 7369, Burbank, CA 
91510-7369. 

October 21, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Des- ' 
mond Walls Allen is the featured 
speaker for the Wisconsin State Genea
logical Society. Contact John A. 
Brissee, Rt 2 529 Echo Valley Rd., 
Brooklyn, WI 53521-944$; (608) 835-
9750. 

October 21, Nashville, Tennessee: The 



African American Genealogical and 
Historical Society (TN) presents Black 
Family Heritage Conference to cele
brate the history and contributions of 
the African American Family and the 
founding of the Society. Charles 
Blockson, author of Black Genealogy, 
is the presenter. Contact AAGHS 
(TN), P.O. Box 17684, Nashville, TN 
37217; (615) 399-7604. 

October 27-28, Carlinville, Illinois: "A 
Sampler of Genealogy at Its Best" will 
feature ten speakers, including Des
mond Walls Allen, Edward J. O'Day, 
Loretto Dennis Szucs, and Curt 
Witcher. This is the fall conference of 
the Illinois State Genealogical Society 
and will include awards presentations, 
a local society presidents' luncheon, 
exhibits and door prizes, and the ISGS 
annual meeting. Contact the Executive 
Office, ISGS, P.O. Box 10195, 
Springfield, IL 62791-0195; (217) 789-
1968. 

October 27-28, Chicago, Illinois: The 
Polish Genealogical Society of America 
and Lithuanian American Genealogy 
Society present a joint conference with 
the theme of "The Commonwealth." 
Numerous presentations and work
shops, welcoming reception with infor
mal question-and-answer session, book 
sales, on-site translators, and a tour of 
the National Archives-Great Lakes 
Region are planned. Contact Dr. Paul 
S. Valasek, 2643 W. 51st Street, Chi
cago, IL 60632. 

October 28, Carmichael, California: "Get
ting the Most from P AF': is the theme 
of a seminar featuring Joan Lowrey 
sponsored by the Mission Oaks P AF 
Users Group. Books and computer 
software will be available for purchase 
and a photographer will be copying 
pictures. Contact Irene Meckfessel, 
4516 Kildare Court, Sacramento, CA 
95821; or (916) 489-6805. 

October 28, Houston, Texas: The Hous
ton Genealogical Forum will feature 
Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, 
FASG, on What to do When the Court
house Burns; Finding Birth, Death, 
and Marriage Records before Vital 
Statistics; Finding Ancestors on the 
Frontier; and Proving Identity. Contact 

Bill Swearingen, Chair, P.O. Box 
271466, Houston, TX 77277-1466 or 
call (713) 803-4452. Vendors call Les 
Martin (713) 861-8230. 

October 28, Manassas, Virginia: "From 
Bunker Hill to Fort McHenry and 
Beyond - Researching Your Military 
Ancestors," is the theme for lectures 
by Mary McCampbell Bell, CALS, 
CGL, and Marie Varrelman Melchiori, 
CGRS, CGL. Contact the Prince Wil
liam County Genealogical Society , 
P.O. Box 2019, Manassas, VA 22110-
0812 for details. 

October 28, Raleigh, North Carolina: 
Elizabeth Shown Mills CG, CGL, FASG 
will present a problem-solving work
shop for the North Carolina Genealogi
cal Society. For registration informa
tion contact Helen Bell Leverton, 
Program Chair, NCGS, 200 West 
Cornwall Road, No. 113, Cary, NC 
27511. 

October 28, Tampa, Florida: Florida State 
Genealogical Society presents Sandra 
HargreavesLuebking, FUGA, in "Pat
terns and Process in Genealogy." Ms. 
Luebking will speak on Circumventing 
Blocked Lines; Uncommon Sources: A 
Professional's Checklist; Extended 
Horizons: Genealogy in Government 
Records; and NUCMC & Other Sur
prises. Contact Edith Mixon for de
tails, (904) 737-8296. 

November 10-11, Dallas, Texas: The 
Dallas Genealogical Society is present
ing on Friday an all-day writing work
shop and evening banquet and on 
Saturday a 35-lecture seminar. Vendors 
from across the nation will be at the 
seminar. Write to DGS Regional Con
ference, P.O. Box 12648, Dallas, TX 
75225-0648 or contact Sheila L. 
Stough at (214) 341-8012 for brochure 
and/or vendor information. 

November 18, Tarrytown, New York: 
The New England Historic Genealogi
cal Society and the New York Genea
logical and Biographical Society pres
ent a joint conference featuring two 
dozen lectures. Presenters include 
Roger D. Joslyn, Jerome E. Anderson, 
Harry Macy, Jr., Jane Fletcher Fiske, 
Henry B. Hoff, Henry Z. Jones, Jr., 
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Anita A. Lustenberger, and others. 
Contact NYG&BS, 122 East 58th 
Street, New York, NY 10022-1939. 

November 18, Tucson, Arizona: Helen F. 
M. Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, will pres
ent A Workshop on Genealogical 
Problem Solving: Dead Ends and Open 
Roads, for the Arizona State Genealog
ical Society. Topics are Seeing Your 
Ancestors as Real People; Avoiding 
Dead Ends: Birth, Death, Marriage, 
Identity, and Relationships; and How 
to Backtrack an Ancestor Who Has 
Moved. Call (602) 299-2283. 

1996 
January 15-19, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 

Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy offers 
study and research assignments as well 
as feedback to students on completed 
assignments. Each of seven courses 
will maintain enrollment to about 30 
students or less with admission by 
approved application. See article this 
issue for details. Final deadline for 
application is 01 December 1995. 
Write to: Salt Lake Institute of Geneal
ogy, P.O. Box 1144, Salt Lake City, 
UT 84110. 

January 27, Largo, Florida: Pinellas 
Genealogy Society, Inc. will hold an 
education seminar with multiple class 
selection available. For more informa
tion, send SASE to Linda Attebery 
Carpenter, PGS, Inc., P.O. Box 1614, 
Largo, FL 34649-1614. 

February 3, Lakeland, Florida: A George 
Schweitzer Seminar will be sponsored 
by the Imperial Polk Genealogical 
Society. Contact Kay C. Stone, 2240 
Banana Road, Lakeland, FL 33809; 
(813) 858-2738. 

February 13-22, Dallas, Texas: "Have 
We Got a Sweetheart of a Deal for 
You!" The Dallas Genealogical Society 
is offering a seven or nine day educa
tional and fun research trip to the 
Family History Library in Salt Lake 
City. Trip cost includes lodging and 
tour guides to help you with your 
research. For information write: DGS
SLC 1996, P.O. Box 25556, Dallas, 
TX 75225-1556, or call Dorothy Odom 
Bruce at (214) 239-4901. 
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April 19-20, Cincinnati, Ohio: The Ohio 
Genealogical Society announces its 
35th Annual Conference, "Expanding 
Your Horizons - Resources and Re
search Skills." Some topics to be 
covered include German Research; 
Irish Research; English Research; 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana Research 
and Resources; the Use of Computers 
in Genealogy; and many skill-building 
topics. More details will be available 
in January 1996 from OGS Headquar
ters at P.O. Box 2625, Mansfield, OH 
44906-0625. 

April 20, Easton, Pennsylvania: The 
Genealogical Soc.iety of Pennsylvania 
and the Northampton County Historical 
and Genealogical Society will present 
a conference on "Old Northampton 
County-One Gateway Into Penn
sylvania." Lectures will be conducted 
on records in Northampton County, its 
parent county Bucks, and the counties 
carved later from Northampton Coun
ty. Other classes will be on resources 
in those New York counties that pro
vided substantial immigration into 
Northampton County; New Jersey 
records; and ethnic groups. Contact 
GSP, 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19107; (215) 545-0391; or fax 
(215) 545-0936. 

April 27, Baton Rouge, Louisiana: 
Jacques de Guise will present lectures 
on French Emigration to America: 
Records of Value in Europe; Genea
logical Research in France; Flanders: 
Belgian, Dutch, or French?; and Oddi
ties in Western Continental Europe. 
The seminar is sponsored by the Loui
siana Genealogical and Historical 
Society. Write LGHS, P.O. Box 3454, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 for details. 

May 8-11, Nashville, Tennessee: The 
National Genealogical Society's Con
ference in the States will offer a wide 
variety of presentations with special 
attention paid to Tennessee and its 
eight surrounding states, as well as 
those states to which early Tennesseans 
migrated. The conference will also 
feature migration and land topics. 
Write NGS, Nashville '96 Conference, 
4527 17th Street North, Arlington, 
Virginia 22207-2399; (703) 525-0050; 
fax (703) 525-0052 and conference 
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details will be sent as they become 
available. 

May 18, Eau Claire, Wisconsin: Annual 
Meeting of the Wisconsin State Genea
logical Society wilt include a program 
by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. Con
tact John A. Brissee, Rt 2 529 Echo 
Valley Rd., Brooklyn, WI 53521-9448; 
(608) 835-9750. 

May 31-June 2, Nashville, Tennessee: 
The Rose Family Association will hold 
its sixth Rose Genealogical Research 
Conference at the Marriott Hotel. 
Speakers will include Christine Rose, 
CG, CGL, FASG and Gale Williams 
Bamman, CG. For details contact: 
Rose Family Association, 1474 Monte
legre Dr., San Jose, CA 95120-4831. 

June 8, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma: The 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society, in 
conjunction with its "First Families of 
the Twin Territories" dinner, will 
feature Henry Z. "Hank" Jones, Jr., 
FAGS, at its Saturday seminar. Bro
chures available in early 1996. Please 
send legal size SASE to OGS, Box 
12986, Oklahoma City, OK 73157-
2986. 

June 22-24, Prestonsburg, Kentucky: 
"Finding Your Family Tree," an East
ern Kentucky Searchers Seminar spon
sored by KFB Enterprises, P.O. Box 
182, Batavia, IL 60510. For details 
phone (800) 253-3089. 

July 14-19, Boston, Massachusetts: The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston will host the Summer Seminar 
on Jewish Genealogy at the Park Plaza 
Hotel. The event will feature over fifty 
speakers from throughout the world. 
Contact JGSGB, P.O. Box 366, New
ton Highlands, MA 02161-0003; (617) 
784-0387. 

August 14-17, Rochester, New York: 
"In Your Ancestors' Image," the 
annual national conference of the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 
will be hosted by the Rochester Ge
nealogical Society. Details will be 
published in fall issue of FORUM or 
write FGS Business Office, P.O. Box 
3385, Salt Lake City, lIT 84110-
3385. 

August 18-23, Ottawa, Canada: "Families 
and Emblems Transcending Frontiers" 
is the theme of the 22nd International 
Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic 
Sciences. The sessions will be held at 
the University of Ottawa, Canada's 
oldest and largest bilingual (French
English) university. Contact the Cana
dian Heraldic Authority, 1 Sussex 
Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
KIAOAI or telephone 001 (613) 991-
2228; fax 001 (613) 991-1681. 

September 21-22, San Diego, California: 
the 50th Anniversary of the San Diego 
Genealogical Society will be celebrated 
in connection with the annual Family 
History Fair. Write to SDGS, 1050 
Pioneer Way, Suite E, EI Cajon, CA 
92020-1943 for details. 

I
··· ....... ... ........ .... ..................... .. . ···1 

.......~Bi§il'lCllg,'~. i: 
New Organizations 

The newly formed Hinchman Heritage 
Society, 3883 Turtle Creek Blvd., Suite 
1618, Dallas, TX 75219-4431, covers 
Hinchman, Henchman, Hensman family in 
North America, Europe, Australia and 
New Zealand. Marshall University, Hun
tington, West Virginia, will add the 
Hinchman Archival Collection to its ser
vices. Present membership is 80 and 
growing. Has published The Hinchman 
Family in America, 1637 to Present, by 
Mary W. Hinchman. 

As reported in the Allen County Lines, 
the newsletter of the Allen County Genea
logical Society of Indiana, three new 
societies were organized in Indiana: 

Adams County, Indiana Genealogical 
Society, Box 33, Geneva, IN 46740 

DeKalb County Genealogical Society, 
603 S. Jackson St., Auburn, IN 46706 

Stuben County, Indiana Genealogical 
Society, Carnegie Public Library, 322 S. 
Wayne St., Angola, IN 46703 

Address and 
Telephone Number Changes 

The Seattle Genealogical Society is 
changing its post office mailing address, 
effective immediately. The new mailing 
address is SGS, P.O. Box 75388, Seattle, 
WA 98125-0388. 

The telephone number of the Riley 
County Genealogical Society has been 
changed to (913) 565-6495. 
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It's Time to Consider Membership in FGS 
It is time for your society to consider 1996 membership in the Federation; new or renewal. Why join FGS? Three 
leaders in the genealogical community give their views: 

"Whether it is through national conferences, with their emphasis on how to support over 
400 member local genealogical societies, through their efforts in preserving the records that 
are so important to all of us in researching our ancestors, or through special projects like 
recording every soldier who fought in the Civil War in a single database-FGS is working 
to further the art and science of genealogy. Anyone who has ancestors can reap rewards 
from the activities of the Federation of Genealogical Societies. " Ted Steele, St. Louis 
Genealogical Society 

"The Federation has been exttemely helpful to new genealogical societies as they formulate 
their bylaws and their letters of incorporation. As our society has grown, we have turned 
once again to the FGS guidelines to help us rewrite our Society's bylaws. Each year our 
delegates attend the FGS workshops and return with great ideas onfund raising, increasing 
memberships, and providing member services." Karen Clifford, Founding President, 
Monterey County Genealogy Society . 

Dues Structure 
Number Annual 

of Members Dues 

0-50 $25 

51-99 $35 

100-199 $45 

200-299 $55 

300-399 $65 

400-499 $75 

500-999 $85 

1,000+ $105 

Libraries! 
Institutions $25 

"I believe that genealogists can be more successful when they join genealogical societies. In the same way, 
genealogical societies can be more successful when they join the Federation. " Birdie Monk Holsclaw, Trustee 
of Association of Professional Genealogists, Past President of Colorado Genealogical Society 

Collectively we can make a difference! 
Contact: 

Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.O. Box 338S-A, Salt Lake City, UT 84110 
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FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES-404 MEMBERS STRONG AND GROWING 

(N) denotes new member 
• denotes charter member 

ALABAMA 
Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Institute of Genealogy & Historical Research, Samford 

University 
Montgomery Genealogical Society 
Natchez Trace Genealogical Society 

ALAsKA 
Fairbanks Genealogical Society 

ARIWNA 
Apache Genealogical Society 
Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board (N) 
Arizona State Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Yuma Arizona 
Genealogical Workshop of Mesa 
Green Valley Genealogical Society 
Jensen-Petersen-Elkjer Family Association 
Mesa Family History Center 
Northern Arizona Genealogical Society 
Phoenix Genealogical Society, The 
Sun Cities Genealogical Society, Inc. 
W.W. Genealogy Club (N) 

ARKANsAS 

Arkansas Genealogical Society 
Professional Genealogists of Arkansas, Inc. 

CALIFORNIA 
Boyt-Boyet/t/el Family 
British Isles Family History Soc of Los Angeles 
California African-American Genealogy Society 
California Genealogical Society - Library 
California State Genealogical Alliance 
Carlsbad City Library 
Conejo Valley Genealogical Society 
Contra Costa County Genealogical Society 
Cork Family History (N) 
East Kern Genealogical Society 
Genealogical and Historical Council Sacramento Valley 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America (N) 
Genealogical Society of Morongo Basin (N) 
Genealogical Society of Riverside • 
Genealogical Society of Santa Cruz County, Inc. (N) 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
German Research Association, Inc. 
Glendora Genealogical Group 
Immigrant Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Los Angeles 
Jurupa Valley Genealogy Society 
Kern County Genealogical Society 
Lake County Genealogical Society 
Lake Elsinore Genealogical Society 
Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society 
Los Angeles Westside Genealogical Society 
Monterey County Genealogical Society 
Napa Valley Genealogical & Biographical Society 
Orange County Genealogical Society 
POINT/POINTers 
Pasadena Genealogy Society 
Pomona Valley Genealogical Society 
Questing Heirs Genealogical Society 
Rose Family Association . 
SaCramento German Genealogy Society, Inc. (N) 
San Diego Genealogical Society 
San Diego Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Fernando Valley Genealogical Society 
San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society 
San Mateo County Genealogical Society 
Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society 
Santa Clara County Hist & Genealogical Society 
Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society Library 
Solano County Genealogical Society 
South Bay Cities Genealogical Society 
Southern California Genealogical Society 
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As of 1 August 1995 
Timothe De Montbrun Society (N) 
Vandenberg Genealogical Society 
Whittier Area Genealogical Society 

CoWRADO 
Aurora Genalogical Society of Colorado 
Boulder Genealogical Society • 
Colorado Chapter/Ohio Genealogical Society 
Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
Colorado Genealogical Society • 
Columbine Gen and Hist Society, Inc. • 
Foothills Genealogical Society of Colorado, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 
Larimer County Genealogical Society 
Longmont Genealogical Society 
Penrose Genealogy Library 
Pikes Peak Genealogical Society 
Weld County Genealogical Society 

CONNECTICUT 

Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council (N) 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc. • 

DELAWARE 

Delaware Genealogical Society 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, The (N) 
District of Columbia Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Speaker's Guild (N) 
NSDAR Library 

FLoRIDA 

Alachua County Genealogical Society 
Amelia Island Genealogical Society 
Central Florida Genealogy and Hist Society 
Citrus County Genealogical Society 
Citrus Springs Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Collier County (N) 
Genealogical Society of Hernando County 
Genealogical Society of North Brevard, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Sarasota 
Genealogical Society of South Brevard • 
Genealogy Society of Bernando County (N) 
Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 
Indian River Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County (N) 
Joseph Harvey Cooper Family History Society (N) 
Kinseekers Genealogical Society of Lake County 
Lee County Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Manasota Genealogical Society Inc. 
Palm Beach County Genealogical Society 
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society 
Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc. 
The Genealogical Society of Broward County Inc. (N) 
The Putnam County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 

GEORGIA 

Cobb County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Ellen Payne Odom Genealogy Library, Inc. 
Georgia Genealogical Society • 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Georgia 
Paulding County Genealogical Society (N) 

HAWAII 
Hawaii County Genealogical Society 
Sandwich Islands Genealogy Society 

IDAHO 

Friends of the Idaho Genealogical Library (N) 
Predmore Pridemore Pridmore Prigmore Association 

ILLINOIS 
Afro-American Genealogical & Historical Society of Chicago 
Belleville Public Library 
Blackhawk Genealogical Society 
Bureau County Genealogical Society 
Champaign County Genealogical Society 
Chicago Genealogical Society • 

Dupage County Genealogical Society 
Edgar County Genealogical Society 
Elgin Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst, The Elmhurst,IL (N) 
IIIiana Jewish Genealogical Society (N) 
Illinois State Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois 
Lithuanian American Genealogical Society 
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society 
McLean County Genealogical Society 
North Suburhan Genealogical Society 
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists 
Polish Genealogical Society of America 
South Suburban Genealogical and Historical Society • 
Stephenson County Genealogical Society 
Will/Grundy County Genealogical Society 
Zion Genealogical Society 

INDIANA 

Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana • 
Allen County Public Library 
Anderson Public Library (N) 
Bartholomew County Genealogical Society 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research 
Clinton County Genealogical Society (N) 
Indiana Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Johnson County Public Library (N) 
LaPorte County Indiana Genealogical Society 
New Albany-Floyd County Public Library (N) 
New Castle-Henry County Public Library (N) 
Noblesville Southeastern Public Library (N) 
Paoli Public Library (N) 
South Bend Area Genealogical Society 
Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
Tri-County Genealogical Society 

IOWA 

American/Schleswig-Holstein , 
Des Moines County Genealogical Society 
Dubuque County-Key City Gen. Society 
Iowa City Genealogical Society 
Iowa Genealogical Society • 
Iowa State Historical Dept. 
Northeast Iowa Genealogical Society 
Richardson Sloane Genealogical Library 
Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society 

KANSAS 

Atchison County Kansas Genealogical Society 
Cherokee County Genealogical-Historical Society 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies 
Labelle County Genealogical Society 
Liberal Area Genealogical Society 
North Central Kansas Gen Society and Library 
Phillips County Genealogical Society 
Reno County Genealogical Society 
Riley County Genealogical Society 
Topeka Genealogical Society 

KENTUCKY 

Ancestral Trails Historical Society, Inc. 
Louisville Genealogical Society 
McCracken County Genealogical and Historical Society (N) 
Scott County Genealogical Society 

LOUISIANA 

Baton Rouge Genealogical and Historical Society 
Genealogy West Inc. 
Imperial St. Landry Genealogical & Historical Society 
Jefferson Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of New Orieans (N) 
Louisiana Genealogical & Historical Society 

MARYLAND 
Catonsville Historical Society, Inc. 
The Genealogical Council of Maryland 
The Lower Delmarva Genealogical Society (N) 

MAssACHUSETI'S 



Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society (N) 
Falmouth Genealogical Society 
Irish Ancestral Research Association 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston 
Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
New England Historic Genealogical Society (N) 
New England Historic Genealogical Society Libraty 

South Shore Genealogical Society 
The Genealogical Round Table 

MICHIGAN 
Bay County Genealogical Society 
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
Cheboygan County Genealogical Society 
Dearborn Genealogical Society 
Detroit Public Library 
Downriver Genealogical Society 
Eaton County Genealogical Society (N) 
Flint Genealogical Society 
Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society (N) 
French Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 
Genealogical Society of Washtenaw County 
Grand Traverse Area Genealogical Society 
Historical Society of SI. Clair Shores 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Michigan (N) 
Kalamazoo ValIey Genealogical Society 
Kalkaska Genealogical Society (N) 
Libraty of Michigan - Serials 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Marquette County Genealogical Society 
Michigan Genealogical Council 
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society 
Muskegon County Genealogical Society 
Newaygo County Society of History & Genealogy 
Oceana County Historical Society 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Roseville Historical and Genealogical Society (N) 
The Detroit Society For Genealogical Research 
Western Wayne County Genealogical Society 

MINNESOTA 

Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Freeborn County Genealogical Society 
Minnesota Genealogical Society 
Mower County Genealogical Society 
Range Genealogical Society 

MISSISSIPPI 
Family Research Association of Mississippi 

MISSOURI 
American Family Records Association (N) 
Genealogical Society of Central Missouri 
Heart of America Genealogical Society & Library, Inc. • 
Jackson County Genealogical Society 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Mid-Continent pUblic Libraty (N) 
Missouri State Genealogical Association 
Ozarks Genealogical Society Inc. 
Ray County Genealogical Association 
SI. Louis Genealogical Society 
Tree Trackers Library 

MONTANA 
Bitterroot Genealogical Society (N) 
YelIowstone Genealogy Forum (N) 

NEBRASKA 
Fort Kearny Genealogical Society 
Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Genealogical Society 
Nebraska State Genealogical Society 
North Platte Genealogical Society (N) 
Prairie Pioneer Genealogical Society, Inc. 

NEVADA 
Northeastern Nevada Genealogical Society (N) 

NEW JERSEY 
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, 

Inc. -New Jersey Chapter (N) 
Bunker Family Association 
Genealogical Society of The Westfields 
Jewish Genealogical Society of North Jersey (N) 
Monmouth County Genealogy Club I Monmouth County 

Historical Association 

NEW MEXICO 
Alamogordo Genealogical Society (N) 
Genealogy Club, The 
Los Alamos Family History Society 
Southern New Mexico Genealogical Society 

NEW YORK 

Chautauqua County Genealogical Society 
Greater Ridgewood Historical Society 
Italian Genealogical Group of New York (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Long Island 
Jewish Genealogical Society, Inc. (NY) 
Kodak Genealogical Society 
NASSAU Genealogy Workshop 
Rochester Genealogical Society 
Seeley Genealogical Society 
Sumner Family Association 
The Irish Family History Forum, Inc. 
Westchester County Genealogical Society 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Carolinas Genealogical Society (N) 
Council of Genealogy Columnists 
Durham-Orange Genealogical Society 
Haywood County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Kinfolk trackers Genealogical Society 
Old Buncombe County Genealogical Society 
State Library of North Carolina • 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Bismarck-Mandan Historical & Genealogy Society, Inc. (N) 
Germans From Russia Heritage Society 

OHIO 
Dayton and Montgomery County Public Libraty 
East Cuyahoga County Genealogical Society (Chp of OGS) 
Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society • 
Hamilton County Chapter of OGS 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Cleveland 
Lorain County Chapter of Ohio Genealogical Society 
Lucas County Chapter - OGS 
Mahoning County Chapter OGS (N) 
Ohio Genealogical Society 
Palatines to America Libraty 
Pinkham Family History Society (N) 
Washington County Chapter of OGS 

OKLAHOMA 

Canadian County Genealogical Society 
Federation of Oklahoma Genealogical Societies 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society • 
Ottawa County Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Southwest Oklahoma Genealogical Society 

OREGON 
Belgian Researchers, The 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
Cottage Grove Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc. 
Grants Pass Genealogical Society (N) 
Lebanon Genalogical Society (N) 
Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc. (N) 
Siuslaw Genealogical Society (N) 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Centre County Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania Library (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Philadelphia 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Pittsburgh 
Lycoming County Genealogical Society 
North Hills Genealogists 
Warren County Genealogical Society 

RHODE ISLAND 
Italian Genealogical Society of America (N) 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
River Hills Genealogists 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sioux ValIey Genealogical Society Library 

TENNESSEE 

Clan Dunbar 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society (N) 

TEXAS 
African American Genealogical and Historical Society 

Bay Area Genealogy Study Club 
Baytown Genealogical Society 
Collin County Gen Society 
DalIas Genealogical Society 

FGS FORUM 

Denison Library Historical & Genealogical Society 
El Paso Genealogical Society 
Galveston County Genealogical Society 
Garland Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Institute of Texas, Inc. 
Gentech, Inc. 
Guadalupe County Genealogical Society 
Hinchman Heritage Society (N) 
Hopkins County Genealogical Society 
Houston Genealogical Forum 
Johnson County Genealogical Society 
KidwelI Family Association 
McAlIen Genealogical Society 
NARFE Chapter 1320 Genealogy Group 
NT/BNR Genealogy Club 
Polish Genealogical Society of Texas 
RockwalI County Genealogical Society (N) 
San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society 
Tip-O'-Texas Genealogical Society 

UTAH 

Alice's Ancestral Nostalgia (N) 
American Research Bureau, Inc. 
Association of One-Name Studies 
Automated Research, Inc 
Brigham City Family History Center (N) 
Family Heritage Resources 
Genealogical Society of Utah • 
GeneSys 
International Society for British Genealogy & Family History 
Rogers of Delphi FaIls 
Utah Genealogical Association 

VIRGINIA 

AlIeghany Highlands Gen Society 
Central Virginia Genealogical Association (N) 
Fredericksburg Regional Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia 
Genealogical Society of the Northern Neck of V A 
National Genealogical Society 
The Scott One-Name Stndy (N) 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 
Virginia Genealogical Society 

WASHINGTON 

ClalIam County Genealogical Society 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Eastside Genealogical Society 
Galizien German Descendants (N) 
Genealogical Society of North Central Washington 
Grays Harbor Genealogy 
Heritage Archives 
Kittitas County Genealogical Society (N) 
Northeast Washington Genealogical Society 
Puget Sound Genealogical Society 
Seattle Genealogical Society 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Sno-Isle Genealogical Society 
Whitman County Genealogical Society 

WISCONSIN 
Chippewa County Genealogical Society 
Fox ValIey Genealogical Society 
Heart 0' Wisconsin Genealogical Society 
Lost In Canada? 
Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Genealogical Workshop 
Northwoods Genealogical Society 
Sheboygan County Genealogical Society 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin (N) 
Wisconsin Genealogical Council, Inc. 
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS 

CANADA 
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Institute of Britich Columbia 
Ontario Genealogical Society • 

GERMANY 
HaskelI Family Society (N) 
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Why should your society join the Federation? 
Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 400 genea
logical and historical societies, family associations, and libraries, with a combined membership of more than 100,000 indi
vidual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at the national level. 
It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their activities, and to monitor 
events that are critical to the future of genealogy. 

Benefits of Membership: 
• Society management workshops and publications. 
• Forty percent discount on the quarterly publica

tion Forum for all your members. 
• Discounts on all FGS publications. 
• Educational and networking opportunities at 

annual Federation conferences. 
• Collective voice promoting the interests of gene

alogists. 
• Records preservation and access monitoring of 

government records. 
• Leadership in projects of importance to genea

logists such as the Civil War Soldiers project. 

Less than fifty cents per 
member enables your society 
to make a difference in the 

future of genealogy! 

Fi&_ .=-
Collectively we can make a difference! 

Dues Structure 
Number Annual 

of Members Dues 

0-50 $25 

51-99 $35 

100-199 $45 

200-299 $55 

300-399 $65 

400-499 $75 

500-999 $85 

1,000+ $105 

Libraries! 
Institutions $~5 

Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.O. Box 3385-A, Salt Lake City, .UT 84110 
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