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IF I COULD CHANGE ONE THING IN GENEALOGY 
No ONE WOULD ASK 
"How FAR BACK ARE YOU?" 

On which line? Do you mean my 
maiden name or my husband's sur

name? Do you mean what is the earliest 
date I have for all of the lines? Do you 
mean the earliest date I have for any line? 

I never know how to answer that ques
tion. I just don't know what to say. I 
don't know what to say, for early dates 
are not my true interest. Rather, ask me if 
I feel I know my grandparents from what 
I have found. How well can I talk about 
my great-grandparents? 

As I have told many a beginning class 
in genealogy, "It is your work you are 
doing. Make of it what you will, so long 
as you document it every step of the 
way." Are you interested in only one sur
name? Pursue it with blinders on. Are you 
interested in joining some specific group? 
Know the requirements and full steam 
ahead. Are you interested in going back 
as far as you can? Let the Domesday 
Book be ready for you. 

But that is not for me. I can relate to 
parents, grandparents and great-grandpar
ents. Beyond that, the relationships get 
fuzzy, the time frame gets warped, and 
I'm just not attracted to too-many-greats 
Aunt Tilly, interesting as she probably 
was. But let me know those great grand
parents and their children, and I'm a 
Happy Wanderer in Genealogyland. 

How far back have I gone? Just in case 
you might think I'm covering up a very 
thin notebook, one side of my family was 
poor, I mean truly poor in North Caroli
na-so poor the tax list says, "Too poor 
to pay taxes." That's POOR! I have ad
mitted defeat about 1800. In fact, I have 

one great grandmother born in 1818 for 
whom I have no parents. 

On my father's side, I am only a sec
ond generation American. But one side 
has a well-known name and the other was 
Quaker. Now I am not kin, so far as I and 
others have been able to figure out, to the 
illustrious American, but I have lots of 
charts and tables to work with as many 
have tried to prove that we are "with 
halo." So I'm back to a Scot planted in 
Ireland in the 1600s. 

Thanks to those record-keeping Quak-

"I can relate to parents, 
grandparents and 
great-grandparents. 
Beyond that, the rela
tionships get fuzzy ... " 

ers, I'm back to the first of my maiden 
name to join that faith in the late 1600s. 
He was from London, not a Quaker as a 
child, and I haven't found his parents. On 
another Quaker line, the Domesday Book 
was not even thought of when those an
cestors were puttering around - if one ac
cepts the Quaker outpourings. 

Again I say, to me "how far back" is 
not important. I can't relate. I absolutely 
cannot. But let me tell you about being in 
Ireland and standing in Youghal, County 
Cork, where the Quakers lived and where 
my grandfather was born. I could bore 
you to glazed eyes talking about that. Let 

by Edith F. Axelson 
Springfield, Virginia 

me tell you that just a few weeks ago, 
also in Ireland, I finally, FINALLY, 
found the baptismal record for my grand
mother, who was not born in Dublin as 
she states in her own handwriting. Oh yes, 
it is Dublin now, and must have been when 
my grandmother was older, but it was not 
when she was born. She was born in a small 
village just outside of Dublin, with its own 
parish, its own church, and hence its own 
records. Shall I go on about finding the 
church and the records, and fmding that my 
grandmother was the first person baptized in 
that brand new church? I won't, but I'd love 
to. That is genealogy to me. 

Shall I tell you about fmding that my 
North Carolina grandfather had a full broth
er I never had heard of? Yes, I knew there 
were younger half-brothers, for his father 
was killed in the Civil War, and his mother 
married again. But an older brother who 
was married, had two girls, and died in a 
hunting accident before he was 30? I never 
knew that. I knew my grandfather. I can 
now envision a brother he grew up with. 

What I am trying to say is that to me 
genealogy is knowing the people, being 
able to relate to them. It is not just three 
dates and the name of a spouse, early as 
those dates might be. I would so love to 
have data enough to write a biography for 
every person on a four generation chart, 
family groups included. Wouldn't that be 
wonderful, to know truly one's grandparents 
and great-grandparents, families and all? 

No, I won't be able to, though I will 
surely keep trying. 

Yes, I will still keep checking Boyd's 
(continued on page 7) 
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YOURS, MINE AND OURS: 
RECORDS, RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

T he reasons many of us started genea
logical pursuits are numerous and 

varied. For many of us, family history 
enriches, enlightens and provides our lives 
with a sense of perspective. It is intellec
tually meaningful to understand how our 
ancestors came to the cities, towns and 
villages where they eventually settled and 
the impact they had on the organizations 
and institutions of those areas. For others, 
belonging to a patriotic organization 
makes that connection to the past and 
provides one with a sense of pride. Still 
others have a very profound and intense 
need to uncover the health histories of 
their various family lines. 

Regardless of the reasons we find 
ourselves enjoying family history, we all 
engage in a process that one could call 
historicalresearchmethodology-proceed
ing from the present to the past, from the 
known to the unknown, basing each gen
eration's findings on the widest collection 
of primary and secondary sources. Hence, 
whether it is your family, my family, or 
(by some ancestral connection) our fami
ly, we share a common methodology. 
This common methodology should lead us 
to explore other common ground, particu
larly as that common ground relates to re
cords, rights and responsibilities. 

It would be an understatement to say 
that genealogical research involves re
cords. Indeed the quest, the search, the 
hunt we find ourselves engaged in over 
and over again is typically satisfied with 
the discovery of a record. And upon 
discovery of the record, we often copy it, 
either transcribing the data by hand or 
photocopying the pertinent pages. In a 
way, that record has become your record 
or my record-our records. Once that has 
happened, it is consequential to think, if 
only for a moment, what it really means 
for a record to be yours, mine, or ours. 

Many subscribe to the philosophy that 
once something is "mine," I have both 
rights and responsibilities with respect to 
that entity. I believe this is quite true for 
the records we as genealogists and family 
historians use-records we make our own. 
How does this translate into positive 

by Curt B. Witcher, FGS President 

Curt B. Witcher 
FGS President 

"the quest, the search, 
the hunt we find our
selves engaged in over 
and over again is typi
cally satisfied with the 
discovery of a record" 

action we can take with regards to our 
records? 

If I have the right to view a particular 
public record, obtain family information 
from a courthouse ledger, or receive 
confirmation data from a church record 
book, then I also have the right (many 
would say the responsibility) to be sup
portive of and involved with my local 
public records commission, to speak with 
my various lawmakers about funds for 
preservation and access, and to assist 
private organizations with activities that 
maintain and enhance their viability. How 
we view our rights and responsibilities as 
they pertain to the records will in a large 
measure determine what records will be 
available in the future. There are a num
ber of concrete things we can do. I would 

like to explore a few of those with you. 
If we believe it is our right to have 

access to the widest range of materials, 
sources and records when conducting our 
genealogical investigations, then we must 
be responsible when exercising our right 
to vote. That responsibility includes mak
ing sure that public officials understand 
the need to (1) commit funds to records 
preservation, (2) expend some tax dollars 
for facilities that are secure and climate 
controlled, and (3) allow funds for appro
priately staffing institutions which provide 
access to these documents such as court
houses, archives and libraries. And if our 
current public officials cannot seem to 
find tangible ways of "expressing their 
understanding," we need to vote for per
sons who have a greater capacity for 
confronting the issues involved. 

If we believe we have a right to access 
all pertinent documents, artifacts and 
sources which relate to our family histo
ries, then we also have the responsibility 
to see these same items are available and 
accessible to the next generation of re
searchers. Some of the ways in which we 
can do this are rather simple: 

• supporting with our time (volunteer
ism) and treasure (financial) the local 
history and genealogical collections we 
find in our own local libraries, societies 
and archives, 

• getting involved in genealogical 
education, 

• establishing or working with local 
groups involved in restoring and maintain
ing cemeteries and burial grounds, 

• taking positive action in reporting 
vandalism of historic sites, markers aM 
gravestones, and 

• acting upon the decimation of court 
records by thoughtless individuals who 
retrieve "their" family records from pro
bate packets and other loose papers. 

Believing that we should have the most 
complete, contemporary and economical 
access to secondary sources consequential 
to our research should also indicate we 
are accepting the responsibility of seeing 
that the products of our years of research 

(continued on page 17) 
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LIBRARIES, LEASES AND LANDLORDS-PART II 
by Sarah Thorson Little and Susan Corcoran Hayes of Seattle, Washington 

In 1993, the Seattle Genealogical Society 
was given less than six months to search 
for new premises for their large library of 
books and periodicals, vertical jiles, and 
furniture. Part I of this article described 
the role played by a membership survey, 
site requirements and budget consider
ations, the charge to the search commit
tee, and the notification of members with 
an eye to involving them in the decision
making process. Part I1 narrates the site
selection process and the actual move. 

Look Everywhere! 
Follow Every Lead! 

Once we had determined our require
ments, we began looking in the usual 
places. A local commercial real estate 
broker volunteered to search for us. 
Word-of-mouth in the broker community 
brought many calls with offers for space, 
most too expensive . We quickly sensed 
our budget was even below the Seattle
area rental market. We contacted charita
ble foundations. We found out that one 
local bank leased an entire building to 
non-profits, free of charge. Unfortunately, 
nothing was available that met our space 
requirements. 

We placed an ad in the local daily 
business journal hoping to find someone 
who might give a non-profit a good deal 
or to discover rental properties that had 
been taken off the market. We contacted 
other non-profits, and that's where we 
ultimately struck gold-the Camp Fire 
Boys and Girls owned a building and their 
bylaws restricted their tenants to other 
non-profits. This was a perfect match
the price was reasonable, and they under
stood and worked within our budget con
cerns. 

Know Your Landlord and 
Read the Lease 

Our old landlord was very helpful in 
facilitating our move (and, in fact, paid 
for it due to a clause in our original lease) 
given its tight schedule for the remodel
ling of the building. We did find, howev
er, that some difficulties were a result of 
a lack of understanding of the nature of an 
all-volunteer, nonprofit organization. We 
just couldn't move as fast as an organiza-
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tion that has the budget to hire out serv
ices or has paid staff to do things: We 
checked out the reputation of any potential 
landlord and, in one case, it was a definite 
negative. Each lease was a little different 
and had hidden pitfalls and expenses such 
as an operating expense sharing clause, 
insurance liability issues, and security 
deposits. Common sense and a careful 
reading of each contract was essential. 
Having a lawyer to review it, too, was an 
extra plus. 

Final Choice 
After looking at over 140 possible 

sites, three emerged as true possibilities. 
Our primary constraint throughout the 
process was our budget. Though the space 
was not as large as we would have liked, 
we chose to co-locate with the Camp Fire 
Boys and Girls in a neighborhood north of 

"Once we had deter
mined our requirements, 
we began looking in the 
usual places ... " 

downtown Seattle. The rent was afford
able and, even though the lease had a 
clause requiring that we share the operat
ing expenses, we felt that another non
profit would have the same incentives to 
spend wisely. The building, which is in a 
beautiful park-like setting with plenty of 
free parking, ample meeting room space 
shared by all tenants, and a security sys
tem, affords us our own separate entranc
es and is easily accessible by public trans
portation. Floor load was no problem 
since the building used to be a hospital 
and was built with sturdy floors. Our 
landlord was able to give us a five year 
lease with a five year extension, so we 
won't have to think about moving again 
soon. 

The other two contenders were elimi
nated due to the floor load issue and, in 
one case, due to the uncertainty about our 
ability to stay for the long term. In this 
case, the rent was good because the land
lord viewed us as temporary tenants until 

the real estate market improved. One early 
contender was eliminated due to high rent 
and restricted access to this downtown office 
building on evenings and weekends. In 
addition, this landlord would be subleasing 
the space to us so we would be at the mercy 
of an unknown landlord in 2001. 

Organizing Two Moves 
The schedule was tight. We were asked 

if we would consider a temporary move to 
another location the landlord owned down 
the block at the landlord's expenses so the 
remodeling would not be held up. The 
question at the time was whether to store 
the library in boxes and essentially "go 
out of business," or whether to set up our 
library again for the short time until we 
hopefully could find a desirable permanent 
space. The problem with setting up was 
that. our books were on shelves which 
were semi-permanent. (They were de
signed to be dismantled by our volunteers. 
Permanent installations of furniture, in
cluding in this case, book shelving legally 
belong to the landlord in most circum
stances.) Our books would have to go 
somewhere if the shelving was to be 
dismantled and then reinstalled at the 
temporary quarters. 

These problems were presented to the 
landlord with the solution that if the land
lord would install temporary steel shelving 
in the interim space at his expense, in 
addition to moving us, we would accom
modate their remodeling schedule. The 
last week of July, we located to the tem
porary quarters. 

As we were an all volunteer group, it 
was apparent that we needed a move 
coordinator. It was decided that Sarah 
should assume that role, because she had 
the board position of Director of Opera
tions and had, along with Susan, been 
given board authority to negotiate with the 
landlord. There was a lot of work to do. 
At the old location, we needed to sort 
through our equipment and accumulation 
of material. The problem was that what 
one individual viewed as "unnecessary," 
another saw as a "treasure." 

The board had already established a 
"Retention and Disposal Committee" to 
make those final decision. It did not, 



however, have the authority to look over 
library materials, other than duplicates. It 
was decided that due to the short time 
available and the number of decisions to 
made on used equipment and duplicate 
library material, that a . storage space be 
rented for several months at the time of 
the move. When we had more time, the 
committee would make recommendations 
for a sale of unneeded items to benefit the 
library. The sale, finally held in Septem
ber 1994, realized over $500. 

A separate library committee was 
approved by the board to look over our 
collection and make decisions for disposal 
based on genealogical content. First, 
thirteen members, separately, submitted 
their recommendations for removal. Sec
ond, our director of library, Eva Jenson, 
pulled these recommended books from the 
shelves prior to the move and a group of 
four. very experienced researchers sorted 
the collection into several categories (re
tain for the library, donate to another 
library, loan out to members, store indefi
nitely and dispose of by either sale or 
recycling). This process eliminated 25 
boxes of books from the shelves. 

Establish Schedule and Seek 
Members' Help 

When the lease with the new landlord 
was finalized in September 1994, we 
began in earnest to make plans for the 
move. These plans were two-fold, packing 
up in a orderly manner and readying the 
new space. We soon learned that we 
needed to establish a definite schedule and 
then expect delays. Everything had to run 
like clock work. 

We sent out a newsletter asking for 
help from our members. We listed skills 
that we needed, i.e., carpentry, hauling, 
sanding, installation of lighting, packing, 
telephoning, painting and varnishing, and 
running errands among others. We had no 
trouble recruiting volunteers to pack. The 
committee labeled all boxes and equip
ment with moving stickers keyed to ap
propriate rooms at the new location. The 
other tasks took a lot more coordination 
and scheduling. The old shelving from our 
downtown location had been stored and 
was brought to the new facility by volun
teers. Additional lumber was purchased, 
and several work parties were held to 
build and rebuild more than 1,400 linear 
feet of shelving, then sand and varnish the 

new, woodwork and paint walls and 
rooms. 

Additional volunteers washed windows, 
cleaned the space after the "construction," 
and provided refreshments. The board 
decided to purchase a new carpet and this 
needed to be installed. We did not have a 
written contract with the carpet installer 
and some problems did occur. Another 
lesson learned! One member's husband 
offered to help. We quickly gave him a 
membership in the society for his efforts. 
(Our liability insurance covers only mem
bers who may be injured in the course of 
their volunteer activities.) 

The Move 
A newsletter was mailed to our mem

bers approximately two weeks prior to our 
new opening date announcing a one week 
closure for the move. 

The day of the move was fairly un
eventful. We purposely scheduled very 
few volunteers so the moving company 
could do its job efficiently. Our books 
were loaded onto large library carts (we 
had 35 going back and forth) and then 
quickly reshelved at the new location. A 
volunteer was "in charge" at each location 
to either enforce decisions already made 
as to placement of items, the schedule to 
load, or to make decisions not previously 
anticipated. This was especially impor
tant - if too many people had been making 
decisions, it would have been chaos and 
not the well-orchestrated move it was. 

Conclusion 
As we announced the move date to the 

membership, the Board wanted to present 
its decision in the best possible light, 
knowing that there would be always be 
someone who wasn't happy with our 
location, size of the new quarters and 
similar decisions that had been made by 
the Board. We sent out a special newslet
ter and, rather than attempting to defend 
our decision outright, presented the ratio
nale in a Question and Answer format. 
The committee recalled many of th~ ques
tions asked by members as the' move 
progressed and answered them for the 
benefit of all members (see "Questions 
and Answers," following). It was an 
effective means of presenting the move in 
a very positive light. 

We have been in our new home for a 
little over a year. Without the worries of 
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safety in downtown Seattle at night, mem
bers now enjoy evening program meetings 
with speakers on many different genealog
ical topics and have greater opportunity to 
socialize with each other. Our library is 
open on Monday evenings for the benefit 
of our working members. A special notice 
mailed to former members telling about 
the changes at SGS was effective in bring
ing back several members. Membership is 
growing, and the Board members feel that 
they made a good decision. This increase 
in membership permitted us to rent some 
additional space for the office when anoth
er tenant left. This freed up more space in 
the library. 

Shortly after we moved, the Society 
celebrated with an open house. It also 
happened to be the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of SGS, and we celebrated that 
milestone, too. What a way to celebrate 
our 70th birthday. 

Questions and 
Answers About 
Leasing 

Q: I called about an ideal location for 
the library two months ago. What was 
wrong with the perfect place I found for 
you? 

A: Yes, the location was lovely and 
well suited for our purposes. However, 
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the lowest price the landlord would accept 
was $18 per square foot. Our budget 
allows for only $7 to $9 per square foot. 
It was more than twice what we could 
afford. 

Q: I think our temporary location 
where we relocated on July 30 is wonder
ful! Why can't we just stay there? 

A: The rent would be $5,000 per 
month, far beyond our $1,500 per month 
means. This is a temporary location and 
we are not paying any rent for it due to 
the stipulations of the lease with our prior 
landlord. Because we moved into the 
temporary location before the end of our 
lease, the landlord agreed to pay the total 
cost of a moving company and movers for 
two moves (to our temporary and to our 
permanent location) which saved the 
society thousands of dollars and reduced 
our need for volunteers. 

Q: I am very upset that you are mov
ing so far north. It might as well be the 
North Pole! 

A: A study of our membership shows 
that the largest proportion of our members 
are located in zip code 98115 in which 
our new location is centrally located. The 
relocation committee did not seek out any 
particular area of the city. About 140 
locations were studied and researched in 
all areas. Price per square foot and the 
lease term, along with public transporta
tion and handicapped access were of 
prime importance. Available space in the 
downtown areas was thoroughly re
searched. Most locations found in a rea
sonable price range were quickly eliminat
ed due to health and safety factors (i.e. 
drug paraphernalia on the grounds, an 
industrial areas south of the Kingdome far 
from a bus line, unhealthy conditions 
[deceased animals and filthy quarters], 
presence of abundant numbers of indigent 
persons in the area, etc.) 

Q: I called about a space downtown 
and I even heard that the price was right. 

A: Yes, the price was right, but the 
lease was short term (one year only) after 
which time it had to be renegotiated. We 
needed at least a five year lease. Looking 
for a new space in a matter of a few 
months again and moving the quantity of 
books in our library is a tremendous 
undertaking and expensive. 
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Q: I heard at the office that the Board 
was seriously looking at Location A (B, 
C, etc.) Why didn't we go there? 

A: For one downtown location which 
met our price requirements, the lease, at 
below market rates was a sublease with 
another landlord. The board believed 
when the sublease was up, the rent would 
be raised to the prevailing price which 
was far beyond our means. The lessor 
was willing to take a cut because they had 
to pay for the length of the lease, whether 
or not they had a sublease. Access on 
Saturdays was inconvenient since the 
building was not open to the public on the 
weekend. For other locations, the landlord 
and the society were unable to agree on 
the terms and conditions of the lease. 
Issues of liability, for instance, were not 
mutually exclusive. For example, we 
could be sued by the landlord but we 
could not sue the landlord. Another poten
tial landlord wanted us relocate to another 
section of their building after a minimum 
of one year at our expense. 

Q: Why did we have to move in the 
first place? I thought the 1405 building 
was ideal. 

A: The bank underwent a major re
modeling which involved "gutting" the 
inside of our old building. The scheduled 
date for re-opening was September 23 and 
the bank needed the entire building for 
their business. 

Q: I so much wanted the SGS library 
to be in "an ideal space." Perhaps if you 
had looked further or longer or worked 
with a "cracker jack real estate agent," 
you would have found the "ideal space." 

A: First, we did work with realtors. 
For the most part, the realtors we found 
represented specific buildings or locations. 
We did not find realtors who had a data 
base of affordable ($5-$9 per square foot) 
sites. The prices they quoted were far 
higher. The majority of the locations we 
considered came through members, from 
driving around looking a signs and from 
responding to ads in the newspaper. In 
fact, we even took out a "space wanted" 
advertisement in the local newspaper. 

Secondly, we would have all loved to 
have found "an ideal space" located just 
adjacent to the freeway (but near down
town), with a beautiful mountain and 

Sound view, an acre of free parking, on 
25 major bus lines, at a rock bottom price 
subsidized by a wealthy benefactor, with 
unlimited room for expansion, a 25-year 
lease, a security system and guards at the 
door 24 hours a day, beautifully decorated 
with plush rugs, oak doors and woodwork 
and on the first floor, but in the few short 
months we had, we could not locate this 
affordable "ideal place." 

Q: I want a site downtown because that 
is convenient for me. I don't like to and/ 
or don't drive in the city. 

Q: I want a site with free parking 
because that is convenient for me. I will 
not take a bus due to my disability. 

Q: I cannot afford to park downtown. 
Taking the bus would involve three transfers 
and a lot of time-$5 to $6 just to come 
downtown for a couple of hours is too much 
for me on my social security budget. 

A: We cannot please each of you. The 
SGS has been located downtown for over 
25 years (since the mid-1960s). During 
that time, we have certainly heard from 
many of you who represent both sides of 
the downtown/expensive parking and the 
out-of-downtown/free parking questions. 
Parking and transportation were just two 
of the many factors that the board consid
ered in selecting a location. 

Q: I am pleased to hear that we are 
moving to the Camp Fire Building. It is 
just off the freeway and in such a lovely 
setting. I want to thank the committee for 
all the time and effort they expended on 
the project. 

A: Thank you. Many hundreds of 
hours were spent by the Relocation Com
mittee and volunteers. It makes not having 
had a summer vacation worthwhile to 
know that working full time on the project 
means that we have such a lovely place 
for our books and our society into the 
next century. 

[Ms. Sarah Thorson Little is past presi
dent and current director of operations of 
the Seattle Genealogical Society. She is a 
professional genealogist and teaches fami
ly history at three community colleges and 
the University of Washington. She may be 
contacted at (206) 365-3681. Ms. Susan 
Corcoran Hayes is past secretary of the 
Seattle Genealogical Society and is a vice 
president at Seattle First Bank in Seattle. 
She may be contacted at (206) 285-7967.] 
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HAVE You HEARD FROM HALBERT'S? 
by Helen Hinchliff, Chair, NGS Ethics Committee 

On 23 March 1995, the National 
Genealogical Society, in cooperation 

with the Federation of Genealogical Soci
eties, submitted a report to the U.S. Post
al Service. The report supports a request 
that the Postal Service investigate the mail 
order business known as Halbert's, Inc. 
Halbert's produces books whose main 
feature is a list of addresses for others 
who share the addressee's last name. It 
markets these books in ways that lead 
possible customers to assume they contain 
material about their own family histories. 

The Products 
Halbert's promotes six titles: 
(I) The World Book of [Addressee's 

surname] lists addresses and reports immi
gration records drawn from P. William 
Filby and Mary K. Meyer's Passenger 
and Immigration Lists Index. 

(2) Burke's Peerage World Book of 
[Addressee's surname] is the same book; 
however, readers should know that, con
trary to the advertising, the company once 
known as "Burke's Peerage" did not 
publish this book. That firm ceased busi
ness in 1987. 

(3) [Addressee's surname] Since the 
Civil War lists addresses and gives names 
and dates of deceased Social Security 
recipients. These come from the Social 
Security Death Index. 

(4) [Addressee's surname] Since 1791 
and 

(5) [Addressee's surname] Since 1620 
repeat chapters taken from The World 
Book and from Since the Civil War. They 
contain no new data. 

(6) Who's Who of [Addressee's sur
name] in the United States includes details 
drawn from questionnaires completed by 
addressees. 

The report evaluates two books pur
chased for review: The World Book of 
HinchlijJs and The Joslyns Since the Civil 
War. It concludes that a customer cannot 
expect to learn anything about his or her 
own family from these books. 

Halbert's also markets "clan reunion 
tours" of Scotland. Brochures show that 
tourists follow a standard route through 
Scotland no matter where their own ances-

tors might have lived. 
Finally, Halbert's sells coats of arms. 

Although its literature calls them "ances
tral," these arms are created by Halbert's 
own artists. They have nothing to do with 
the ancestry of those who purchase them. 

Dr. Helen Hinchliff, chairman of the 
Ethics Committee, prepared the report. 
She was helped by committee members, 
Erma Miller Angevine, Birdie Monk 
Holsclaw, Anita Anderson Lustenberger, 
and Milton Rubincam. An eight-page 
summary of the report is available from 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
or the National Genealogical Society. 

Sales Technique 
Halbert's letters suggest to purchasers 

that a book on their name will give them 
facts about their roots. The name of a 

"Halbert's letters sug
gest to purchasers that 
a book on their name 
will give them facts 
about their roots .... " 

person who shares the addressee's last 
name is on the letterhead. The letter states 
that this person is the "director" of a 
project that resulted in the book on his or 
her name. The envelope includes a "fami
ly" snapshot and many addressees assume 
that this is the "director's" family. How
ever, all envelopes contain the same pho
tograph. Further, the so-called directors 
did not work on Halbert's books. Instead, 
they sold the use of their names to Hal
bert's in return for a two percent cut on 
book sales. This sales pitch works. Hal
bert's sold 500,000 surname books in 
1993 and projected sales of over 780,000 
for 1994. 

Failure to Abide by Consent Order 
Halbert's does business by mail order. 

Title 39 u.s.c. § 3005 forbids the con
duct of schemes or devices for obtaining 
money through the mail by means of false 
representation. The U.S. Postal Service 

has investigated Halbert's before. In 1988, 
that firm's representatives signed a Con
sent Order promising to cease and desist 
from falsely representing their products. 
Nevertheless, the report concludes that 
Halbert's advertising disregards both the 
letter and the spirit of the 1988 Order. 

Halbert's has return addresses at 3687 
Ira Road, Bath, Ohio, and 611 Pennsylva
nia Ave., S.E. #1015, Washington D.C. 
Its business address is Old Portage Cen
ter, 1566 Akron-Peninsula Road, Akron, 
Ohio 44313. 

What You Can Do! 
Over the past year almost 100 genealo

gists have contributed comments and 
complaints about Halbert's books and/or 
its advertising methods. Dr. Hinchliff 
included them in the report. However, 
comments and complaints have continued 
to pour in. She has analyzed these and 
forwarded summaries to the postal author
ities. Now, the time has come for you to 
write to the postal service directly. Please 
send your views about Halbert's products 
and/or advertising directly to the follow
ing address: Jennifer Angelo, Chief Coun
sel, Office of Consumer Protection, U.S. 
Postal Service, 475 L'Enfant Plaza, 
Washington D. C. 20260-11 00. 

IF I COULD CHANGE 
ONE THING IN 
GENEALOGY 
(continued from page 1) 
index of early London inhabitants and the 
incredible files at Quaker libraries. I can 
tell you that my heart will leap with much 
more joy when I find how my Irish grand
parents met. It just must have been on the 
ship coming to the States, for you see ... 
[Edith F. Axelson is a lecturer and profes
sional researcher who works most often in 
the DC facilities. She is challenged by a 
complex Swedish problem in researching 
her husband's family and promises to 
prepare an article once the solution is 
found.] 
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Genealogical societies 
and libraries may now 

be licensed to have 
FamilySearch 

in their own facilities! 

Ensure you have the time you need to search, download, 
or print from the largest genealogical databases in the world. 

Encourage your library to acquire this popular system. 

Plus 100+ other CDs: • U.S. Census Indexes 
• State Marriage Indexes 
• Linked Family Records 

A division of Ameritech Library Services 

(801) 223-5682 

FamilySearch is a registered trademark of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
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LOOKING BACK-PART II 
by Loretto Dennis. Szucs, Midlothian, Illinois 

Part II of the FGS history series con
siders the second five year segment, 1980 
through 1984. During these years, the 
Federation clarified and refined its role in 
records access and preservation, intro
duced programs and publications of im
portance to societies, and accepted two 
assignments from the Genealogical Coor
dinating Committee which it continues to 
fulfill. 

T he Federation's activist role in vital 
record legislation solidified during 

the second five years of its history. Dis
cussion within the genealogical community 
convinced the Federation that, while gene
alogists recognized that some vital records 
were being obtained for fraudulent pur
poses, legislators must be informed of the 
value of these records in family research. 
The Federation and member organizations 
worked together to find remedies for the 
problem short of closing the records en
tirely. 

One solution was to propose model 
bills for legislative action. FGS endorsed 
the following: (1) the Bill To Open Vital 
Records for Genealogists; (2)· the Bill To 
Prevent the Fraudulent Use of Birth Cer
tificates; and (3) the Bill To Microfilm 
Old Vital Records Prior to 1900 (and have 
the films deposited with the State 
Archives). The second bill had been 
passed in one state; the third bill was 
pending in two states. The Federation was 
then working with seven states on the first 
bill. 

Involvement was not limited to legisla
tive action on vital records. By 1980 the 
FGS Newsletter had expanded its coverage 
to include more information on the genea
logical collections, activities, conferences, 
and concerns of its member organizations. 
The June 1980 issue asked member orga
nizations to support the Ad Hoc Commit
tee to Save the Sutro Library by encour
aging California senators to fund and 
maintain Sutro under the auspices of the 
California State Library. 

The Sutro case proved, perhaps for the 
first time, that record access and preserva
tion concerns in one state could be wit
nessed and acted upon by genealogical and 

historical societies throughout the country . 
The importance of the Federation as a 
national organization to marshall the 
resources of its member societies was 
becoming clear. As more member organi
zations became involved, state legislators 
and record agency personnel began to 
acknowledge that genealogists, numbering 
in the thousands, were an organized force 
that could effect change. 

Code of Ethics 
In August 1979, George Williams on 

behalf of the Federation developed the 
Genealogists' Code of Ethics. Asking 
legislatures to open Vital Records to 
genealogists deserved a commitment that 
the· members of genealogical societies 
could use and care for these records in a 
professional manner. The first member 

"Federation's activist 
role in vital record 
legislation solidified 
during the second five 
years of its history .... " 

society to adopt the Code was the Genea
logical Society of Washtenaw County, 
Washington. 

Member Services 
In August 1979, the trademark man

agement. seminars were inaugurated at 
"The Organization & Management of the 
Genealogical Society: A Symposium," 
sponsored by the Federation in Omaha, 
Nebraska. The Federation soon became a 
consultant for new genealogical societies. 
To guide them through the maze of incor
poration, bylaws, and organizational 
procedures, FGS published a handbook 
written by Doris Bowers, titled Genea
logical Society Guidebook (1981). 

A Speakers Bureau established in early 
1980, and publication of Doris Bowers' 
Planning a Genealogical Conference the 
following year, proved to be great aids to 
program chairs. Educational programs of 
societies were further helped by the 1981 
Ten Lessons for Beginners in Genealogy, 

by Myrtelle Molyneaux, C.G .. This work 
included a bibliography by Eileen Willis. 

In the fall of 1983, FGS published 
Handbookfor the Organization and Oper
ation of Genealogical Societies, by Kath
leen W. Hinckley and Betty Robertson 
Kaufman. The volume addressed all as
pects of bringing a genealogical society 
into existence and then managing it prop
erly. 

FGS Newsletter 
In 1981, new editor Joyce B. Hensen 

of Kansas crafted the FGS Newsletter into 
a 12-page periodical with a regular Mes
sage from the President and columns 
called Know Your Officers (biographical 
sketches); Honor Roll of Members; News 
From the Societies; Calendar of Events; 
and Legislative News. Projects in Prog
ress, added in 1984, described publica
tions and enterprises undertaken by mem
ber societies. This column continues today 
as State Reporting. In 1982, Newsletter 
SUbscriptions were increased from $6 to 
$8 for FGS members and from $8 to $10 
for non-members. 

The September 1981 issue of the News
letter included an urgent message from 
Rabbi Malcolm Stern. "The Reagan bud
get as approved by Congress is posing 
serious threats to the services which the 
National Archives will be able to render 
all of us interested in genealogy. The 
inevitable cuts in staff, programs, and 
publications will affect our researching. 
This is bad news. The good news is that 
we can do something to counteract these 
problems: We can help to make the Na
tional Archives and Records Service 
(NARS) an independent institution by 
urging our senators to support the pending 
Archives Independence Bill S1421, and by 
requesting the Senate to hold hearings on 
the bill this year ..... 

The challenge was accepted. The Fed
eration joined forces with the historical 
community, rallying their respective mem
ber organizations to conduct a vigorous 
campaign for NARS independence. Issues 
of the Newsletter urged action until, on 
June 21, 1984, the United States Senate 
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gave unanimous consent 
to S. 905, a bill to re
store independence to the 
National Archives by 
separating it from the 
General Services Admin
istration. On August 2, 
the House of Representa
tives passed a similar 
legislation. This was 
cause for celebration! 

EGS(JH.ARTERMEMBERS#llt~O 
ogy and the edi
tor/publisher of a geneal
ogy magazine. 

Conferences 

lL130ulder GenealogicalSociety(CO) 
12 •.•.. Columbine·.Genealogical.&.·.Bistorical .. Society·.(CO) 
13. Connecticut Society of Genealogists , Inc; 
14. Gencor,Inc.(UT) 
15.(Jen~al()gicalS()(!iet}'ofSiskiy()uCounty(C:A.) 

16 .•••• S09th.S9lJ9rbary •• (Jen~~I()gisal •• Society.{I]j) 
17·.·.9teater.·9Ievel~~d.(JeneaI9gicalS()ciety 
18· ••• N()rtlt •. 9~r?lilla •• qene~logical.Society 

.·.19 .••• qhicagO •• lrish •• Ancestry 
20·.··.lIyri~age •• 1I?llse(IL) 
21· .•. I<anka~e~ •• yalIey ••• (}enealogicaISociety ••• (IL).· .• 
t2·.· •• r9rt •• Wayne •• & •• AlIen.·County •• Public .• Library 
23· ••• Westel'~ .•• Ne"" ... Y()rk •• G~nealogicaI .. Society 
24·.···W~$tern •• Pellnsylyallia •• Geneal()gkaI •• S()ciety 
25.· ... New ••• Hamgshire .• S()ciety·.of •• Gel1ea1()gists 

Annual national FGS 
conferences began when 
130 registrants attended 
the "FGS Symposium and 
6th Annual Meeting in 
Collaboration with Illinois 
State Genealogical So
ciety's Fall Conference 
and 13th Annual Meet
ing," in Decatur, Illinois, 
October 22-24, 1981. 

2p· ••• N(}rth •• Carplipa •• State.Library 
27· •••• Pu})Hc.·Bibr~ry •• 9f.New •• Lon~on.(CT) 
28·genea19gicaIS9ciet}'ofSouthBrev~rdCounty,Flori~W 
29.Sgff?lkC:g9ntylIistpricalSqcietyMuseum(NY) .. 

David S. Vogels, Jr., 
of Denver, Colorado, 
became president of the 
organization for 1982. 
Vogels was then serving 
as president of the Colo
rado Council of Genea
logical Societies and a 
legal administrator for 
Mountain States Tele
phone and Telegraph 
Company, Denver. He 
went on to hold the office 
of presidency in 1983 and 
1984. The David S. 
Vogels, Jr. Award was 
established in 1990 to 
honor the accomplish
ments of this president. 30 .•••. Connec:tlcut.Bistorical·.SQciety 

The 1982 FGS West Coast Conference in 
Buena Park, California, was hosted by the 
Association of Professional Genealogists 
and the Orange County Genealogical 
Society. Fifteen speakers were featured 
and 502 registrants were accommodated. 
At this meeting a new set of FGS bylaws 
had been approved, and an Awards Com
mittee set in place. 

The "First National Conference for 
Genealogists in the Northeast" was held in 
Hartford, Connecticut, July 13-16, 1983. 
It was attended by 801 persons, and co
sponsored by the Federation, APG, and 
the Connecticut Society of Genealogists. 

Denver, Colorado, was the site of the 
1984 conference on September 12-14. 
The Colorado Council of Genealogical 
Societies was the host society and the 
event was chaired by Betty Kaufman. 
James W. Moore, Assistant Archivist of 
the United States, was a special guest at 
the Federation's Annual Meeting where he 
received a Director's Award for distin
guished public service in support of gene
alogy. 

Genealogical Coordinating 
Committee 

On August 13, 1980, at the Temple 
Square Hotel in Salt Lake City, FGS 
director Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern conduct
ed a meeting to foster closer relations be-
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tween various genealogical groups. Robert 
Anderson, Arthur Sniffin, and George 
Williams represented the Federation. 
Representatives were also present from 
the American Society of Genealogists, 
Association of Genealogical Educators, 
Association of Professional Genealogists, 
Board for Certification of Genealogists, 
and the National Genealogical Society. 

Within two years the Genealogical 
Coordinating Committee was in place. 
The Federation was appointed treasurer 
for the National Archives Gift Fund-a 
fund established to finance genealogical 
finding aids at the National Archives and 
its branches. The Federation was also 
directed to maintain a clearing house 
calendar for genealogical conferences. 

Presidents 
Two presidents served FGS during this 

five-year period. In 1980 and 1981, Rob
ert D. Anderson was president, having 
been a director for three years. He was a 
counselor for the Nebraska Association 
for State and Local History and held 
memberships in the National Genealogical 
Society, National Historical Society, 
Organization of American Historians, 
Society of American Archives, and sever
al other genealogical and historical societ
ies. He was a national lecturer on geneal-

Awards 
The first awards given by the Federa

tion were in 1983 at the Hartford Confer
ence. Brainerd T. Peck, a founding mem
ber of the Connecticut Society of Genealo
gists, received the Distinguished Service 
Award. Other special awards were pre
sented to Chief Archivist Reed Whitaker, 
and staff members Diana Duff and Mark 
Corriston of the National Archives Kansas 
City Branch. These awards recognized 
their efforts on behalf of genealogists. 
Volunteers at the Kansas City Branch also 
received certificates of recognition from 
the Federation. 

[Loretto Dennis Szucs is acquisitions 
manager for the publisher Ancestry, Inc. 
She has held many FGS positions, includ
ing a four-year tenure as editor of the 
FGS Newsletter, renamed (in 1989) the 
FORUM.] 

FROM SEATO 
SHINING SEA 
FGS -1995 -SGS 

Join us at our annual "Conference of the 
Nation's Genealogists" in Seattle, Wash
ington from 20-23 September. For details, 
write to: FGS/SGS Conference; P.O. Box 
3385; Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385. 
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FOREIGN CURRENCY EXCHANGE MADE SIMPLE 

I got a call recently from Carol, one of 
our society members who wanted to join 

the Kent Family History Society in England. 
She wanted to know how to send six Eng
lish pounds (£6) to pay her annual dues. 

As genealogists we often face the 
unusual dilemma of how to make a pay
ment in a foreign currency. That payment 
might be for the purchase of a book in 
German marks, the fee in English pounds 
to join a local family history society, the 
fee in Italian lire to get a copy of a birth 
record, or the fee to pay a researcher in 
Norwegian krone for the work he has done 
tracing your family. Often these amounts 
can be as small as a few dollars, and it is 
difficult to make the payments without 
doubling or tripling the costs because of 
currency conversions or bank charges. 

The Wrong Way 
I cautioned Carol that the wrong way 

of making this payment would be to call 
the local bank, find out what the exchange 
rate for the English pound is currently, 
convert into dollars and then send a dollar 
check for the purchase. 

There are many problems with making 
payments this way. When the recipient 
gets Carol's check the currency exchange 
rate may be different, and she may have 
overpaid or underpaid. In recent months 
we have seen the dollar fall against the 
German mark and the Japanese yen. At 
the same time we have seen the Mexican 
peso plummet against the dollar. 

Even if the currency rate is stable, the 
banks will take a large fee to make the 
conversion in the local currency, if they 
will do it at all. The farther from a metro
politan area, the less likely they will even 
make the exchange. 

The last point of caution I gave Carol 
is that it is very arrogant to assume that a 
personal check or money order in US dol
lars would be accepted as legal tender 
anywhere in the world. Think how she 
would feel if someone from overseas sent 
her a personal check drawn in a foreign 
currency. What hassles would she have to 
go through to get any money out of that 
payment? 

The Right Way 

The simple solution to this dilemma is 

by Paul Milner, Park Ridge, Illinois 

a service provided by Ruesch International. 
Ruesch International, is a company 

founded in 1980 by Otto J. Ruesch to 
provide a foreign check conversion ser
vice that can efficiently handle the issu
ance and collection of low-value foreign 
denominational items. Fifteen years later 
the company is the premier provider of 
global payment services for individuals. 
The company can presently make ex
changes in 35 currencies, and this list 
continues to grow. 

How does the service work? To join 
the Kent Family History Society Carol 
needs a check for £6 (approximately $10). 
Carol would call Ruesch International at 
(800) 424-2923 and ask for the interna
tional service representative. She tells 
them she needs a check for £6 made pay-

"Ruesch International 
can efficiently handle 
the issuance and 
collection of low-value 
foreign denominational 
items .... " 

able to the Kent Family History Society. 
The representative will tell her what the 
current conversion rate is and lock that 
rate in for her. They will tell her what 
amount this is in dollars and add a two 
dollar fee for the transaction. She will 
also be given a transaction number. Carol 
will then send a check or money order in 
US dollars to Ruesch International, and 
upon receipt of good funds, Ruesch will 
mail the foreign currency check to her. 
Carol will receive the check for the exact 
amount needed. She can then send her 
payment to the local society for her dues. 

Converting Foreign Currency 
Into Dollars 
Ruesch International can also help Carol 
receive money. Let's say Carol has made 
a payment to an overseas organization and 
they have issued a refund check drawn in 
their local currency, she can also ask 

Ruesch to help her get the refund into 
dollars. She should endorse the check on 
the back and make it "Payable to Ruesch 
International," then mail the endorsed 
check to Ruesch International, 825 14th 
Street, NW, Washington D. C. 20005. 

The conversion will be done at compet
itive rates and she will be sent the dollar 
equivalent right away, less two dollars per 
check for the service. 

Credit Card Transactions 
There are times when Carol can use her 
credit card instead of Ruesch. When she 
is dealing with a vendor overseas, e.g. 
book seller, she may be able to pay using 
her credit card. This will be determined 
by the overseas vendors' ability to take 
payment with such cards. The dealer 
accepts payment in local currency and the 
cost to her is what ever the conversion 
rate is on the day the electronic transac
tion takes place. This is a very competi
tive conversion rate with no additional 
charges. She needs to use the same pre
cautions she would in using her credit 
cards here in the US. 

Good Luck 
Worries about how to make those foreign 
payments should not stop you from doing 
your research. When Carol realized how 
simple and inexpensive the process was to 
get a payment in a foreign currency, she 
got excited. She has now joined three 
other family history societies in England. 
Now you too can give it a try and open up 
a new world of opportunities and resources. 

[Paul Milner, is a professional genealo
gist and lecturer. He is a native of north
ern England and has specialized in British 
Isles genealogical research for the past 15 
years. He is the president of the British 
Interest Group of Wisconsin and Illinois, 
a member of the Genealogical Speakers 
Guild, Association of Professional Geneal
ogists, the Society of Genealogists (Lon
don) and several English Family History 
Societies.] 

$$$ ~ £££ 
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HISTORIC MOMENT RECORDED 

photo courtesy of Arthur Sniffin 

The NARA Gift Fund, designed to aid the National Archives in the creation of finding aids and microfilm copies useful to genealogical 
research was officially launched on July 30, 1982. The first dollar was presented by the FGS president David Vogels (second from right). 
to Archivist of the United States, Dr. Robert Warner. Also present were (left to right) Wayne T. Morris, FGS vice-president, Rabbi Malcolm 
H. Stem, chaimuJn of the gift fund, Lorraine A. Branning, fund coordinator and Arthur F. Sniffin, FGS trustee. 

"On Friday, July 28, leaders of your Federation met in Washing
ton with Dr. Robert Warner to present him with a symbolic dollar 
as the formal kick-off of the Archives Gift Fund. A photographer 
recorded this historic moment." Thus began a 1982 letter to "Fellow 
Genealogists" from Rabbi Malcolm H. Stem, National Chairperson, 
Archives Gift Fund. 

Rabbi Stem's letter, published in the September 1982 FGS 
Newsletter, commissioned FGS members to collect the sum equal 
to at least one dollar per member. "The announcement of our 
Archives Gift Fund has received wide publicity in government 
circles. The genealogical community is in the limelight. This 
means you and your society. We know that we can count on you 
to help enhance the image of the genealogist by doing your part 
in this project." Within weeks more than $1000 had been 
collected for the Gift Fund. 

Photographed are, left to right, Wayne T. Morris, then vice
president of external affairs for the Federation. Wayne has since 
served four terms as treasurer and is now a director. Malcolm H. 
Stem, second from left, died in 1994. At the time of the photo, 
Rabbi Stem was recording secretary. He held continuous board 
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positions for FGS through 1993. Lorraine A. Branning of 
Rockville, Maryland, was the first fund coordinator and is often 
credited with originating the idea of the fund. Ms. Branning, now 
deceased, was employed by the National Archives and was a 
director of the National Institute on Genealogical Research. 

Fourth from left is Arthur F. Sniffin, then vice-president of 
member services. Artie is a recently retired Advisory Officer to 
over 500 local governments on Long Island (NY) and a past 
president (1985) of the Federation. Next to Artie is FGS 
president 1982-84, David S. Vogels, Jr., of Colorado, who died 
in 1988. Seated is Dr. Robert Warner who served as archivist of 
the United States at the time of this photograph. 

One year after this photo was taken, the Gift Fund had grown 
to $8000. Twelve years and three valuable microfilming projects 
later, the fund has almost $20,000 in anticipation of its next 
project. This sum is a tribute to the efforts of member societies 
who collect the Dollars for Documents. 

Individuals wishing to contribute are encouraged to send their 
dollar per year to the organization of their choice. Mark the gift 
for the "Dollars for Documents Drive," and the organization will 



add it to the funds they submit annually to 
the Federation. 

Collections for the past quarter came 
from Denison Public Library Histor
ical/Genealogical Society (TX) $8; Crawford 
County (OH) Chapter of the Ohio Genealog
ical Society, $5; Fox Valley Genealogical 
Society (lL) $105; Greater Cleveland Genea
logical Society (OR) $57; Indiana Genealog
ical Society $703; Lebanon (OR) Genealogi
cal Society $25; Linn Genealogical Society 
(OR) $35; Oakland County Genealogical 
Society (MI) $141; Palm Beach County 
Genealogical Society (FL) $50; Putnam 
County Genealogical Society (FL), $16; 
Riley County (KS) Genealogical Society 
$132; South Bend Area Genealogical Society 
(IN), $35; Washburn County Genealogical 
Society (WI) $50; $25 from Ann Hackett 
(IN); $20 from Donna Mead (KS); and $20 
from Howard and Barbara Snedden (IA). 
There were also individual contributions 
ranging from $1 to $10 during this period. 

JOHN W. CARLIN 
NAMED ARCHIVIST 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

John W. Carlin was sworn in as Archi
vist of the United States on 31 May 1995, 
in Kansas. Mr. Carlin has served two 
terms as governor of Kansas, from 1979 
to 1987 and was a representative in the 
Kansas State House from 1971 to 1979. 
He was elected minority leader and later 
speaker of the House. Mr. Carlin is the 
vice chairman of the board of Midwest 
Superconductivity Inc., a high technology 
research and development company in 
Lawrence, Kansas. He serves on the 
board of directors of the Kansas Historical 
Society and the National Archives Foun
dation board. 

The Federation of Genealogical Societ
ies on 23 May 1995, issues a statement of 
support for Mr. Carlin's nomination, as 
did the Kansas Council of Genealogical 
Societies, Inc. 

Trudy Huskamp Peterson, Acting 
Archivist of the United States from 1993 
to 1995, has chosen this opportunity to 
take early retirement. Ms. Peterson, with 
over twenty years' employment at the 
National Archives, distributed a letter 
which promised support for a smooth transi
tion in leadership and commending her staff 
as "an inestimable public resource." 

Mr. Carlin will officially assume the 
office on June 5, 1995. 

FGS FORUM 

See What $41,235 Has Bought! 
See What Only One Dollar Will Buy! 

Since its inception in 1983, The NARA Gift Fund (now renamed the 
Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund, for the first chairman of the fund), has 
contributed $41,235 to the National Archives and Records Administration to 
create finding aids and produce microfilms of interest to the genealogical 
community. It has been funded primarily by $1 contributions from you, the 
family historian, through the commitment of your society to contribute $1 to 
the fund for each member. To date, the One-Dollar-Per-Member Fund has 
made possible: 

• Microfiche of street indexes to 39 of the largest cities in the 1910 U. S. 
census. 

• Duplication of enumeration district descriptions for the 1920 U.S. 
census. 

• Index to War of 1812 prisoner of war records. 
• Canadian border crossings, 1895-1954. 
• Galveston Passenger arrival records, 1896-1948. 

Access to this information is through any of the regional National Archives 
but also through any LDS (Mormon) Family History Center in the world. 

We now have the funds for additional projects which are in the works. 
They include: 

• Burial registers of Army Quartermaster General, 1828-1929. 
• Card records of headstone contracts and soldier's burials, 1861-1903. 
• Letters received regarding impressed seaman by Department of State, 

1794-1915. 

Here's Our Contribution to the 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENTS DRIVE 
Yes! Count us in! Enclosed is our society's donation of $ 
for the Malcolm H. Stern NARA Gift Fund's Dollars for Doc-u-m-e-nt-s-:"dn-:-·v-e.-

Name of society 

Name of authorized officer 

Suggestions for future projects: 

Make check payable to "Stern NARA Gift Fund" 
Mail to: Stern NARA Gift Fund/Federation of Genealogical Societies; P.O. Box 3385; 

Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 
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To HONOR OUR PEERS 
by James W. Warren, FGS Awards Committee Co-Chair 

A wards presented by the Federation of Genealogical Societies serve two purposes. First, they re~ognize and thank in~ividuals and 
organizations who make significant contributions to the genealogical community. Second, they Illustrate the many thmgs that can 

be done and need to be done, and how others have gone about doing them. This can encourage others to follow those examples and 
contribute their own service, ideas, and projects. Awards are announced in the FORUM or presented to individuals present at FGS 
activities. 

To nominate an individual or organization for an FGS award, write to: FGS Awards Committee, P.O. Box 8835, Salt Lake City, 
UT 84110-3385. Please send a summary of the service, projects, and contributions of the individual nominated; the current address and 
phone number of the award nominee; and your own name, address, and phone number. You may obtain a copy of the FGS awards 
criteria and nomination form by writing to FGS, as well. 

Clione Bieber has given distinguished 
service to the Cherokee County Kansas 
Genealogical Society, Inc., since its incep
tion in 1980. She has edited the bi-annual 
Relatively Seeking, which contains county 
genealogical and historical information. 
She supervised the production of eight 
other society publications, including three 
books of cemetery inscriptions, two affi
davit of death books, a book of marriage 
records, a census index book and a ten
year index to Relatively Seeking. Clione 
has documented and chronicled forty-nine 
historic buildings around the Columbus, 
Kansas city square;, has written pamphlets 
and a script for a walking tour; and has 
researched thirty-three other notable 
homes and sites of historical interest in 
Columbus. Clione is presented the FGS 
Distinguished Service A ward in recogni
tion of her significant service and contri
bution to genealogy and history. 

Karen Clifford, AG, was the found
ing president of the Monterey County 
Genealogical Society. She has served as 
newsletter editor for the California State 
Genealogical Alliance. She is director of 
the Monterey Family History Center, after 
serving as assist-ant FHC librarian for 
sixteen years. Karen has written family 
histories, books of record abstracts, and 
several training manuals. In addition, she 
is the author of Genealogy and Computers 
for the Complete Beginner: A Step-by-Step 
Guide to the PAF Computer Program, 
Automated Data Bases, Family History 
Centers and Local Sources, and Genealo
gy and the Determined Researcher: Fea
turing Trade Secrets of Professional Gene
alogists, Pre-1850 Primary Sources and 
New PAF Techniquesfor Expanding Your 
Family Lines. For her long service and 
contributions to genealogists and the gene-
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alogical community, Karen is presented 
the FGS Award of Merit. 

Mimi Lozano Holtzman has been 
actively engaged in promoting Hispanic 
involvement in family research since 
1986. She was one of the founders of the 
national networking Society of Hispanic 
Historical and Ancestral Researchers. 
(SHHAR). She has served as programs 
coordinator and editor of their publication, 
Somos Primos. She has coordinated semi
nars at a local college and arranged dis
plays and presentations about the SHHAR 
for other organizations. Her articles have 
appeared in several national publications, 
including Hispanic American Family Tree, 
Reforma, and the California State Genea
logical Alliance newsletter. For her work as 
an effective teacher, organizer, and a strong 
advocate for all genealogists, Mimi is named 
a recipient of the FGS Award of Merit. 

Elsie Reusch has given over 20 years 
of dedicated service to the Paradise Gene
alogical Society in California. She was a 
major contributor to the project of pre
serving Butte County vital and other 
records. She walked through many ceme
teries gathering information for preserva
tion. She arranged for the loan of the 
1880 census from Chico State University 
so it could be transcribed and proofread. 
One of the first projects Elsie undertook 
was to bring order out of chaos to the 
society library holdings. The library out
grew her garage and a small room offered 
by the county before it was moved to a 
larger building. In spite of her 80-plus 
years, Elsie still works at the library with 
her friendly smile and helpful ways. Much 
of the success of the Paradise Genealogi
cal Society is due to the untiring efforts 
and inspiration of Elsie Reusch, and FGS 
recognizes her years of outstanding ser-

vice with its Award of Merit. 

When Phyllis Wolfarth assumed the 
presidency of the Los Angeles Westside 
Genealogical Society, the society faced 
dwindling membership, budget deficits, 
low meeting attendance and diminished 
morale. Her leadership qualities combined 
with natural warmth and friendliness 
inspired the society board to embark on a 
"person-to-person" campaign to reconnect 
members to the society and to each other. 
She encouraged others to use their energy 
and imagination to recruit new members. 
During Phyllis' terms as president, the 
society gained new members, expanded 
services, attained financial equilibrium, and 
earned a positive reputation for services to 
all genealogists on the westside of Los 
Angeles. These results have earned Phyllis 
the FGS Award of Merit for her leadership. 

Even before Vivian Woodard became 
the "official" editor of the Genealogical 
Society of South Brevard (Florida) Bulle
tin, she was an integral part of the team 
and made sure each issue was very care
fully orchestrated. She had a knack for 
identifying the many components neces
sary for a good quarterly Bulletin and 
recognized the importance of each. The 
result was an award-winning publication. 
Woodard orchestrated the preparation and 
content of each issue, from the Calendar, 
which gave future meetings and activities 
of the society, to the educational pieces, 
queries, and personal stories. The final 
phase of layout and typing took many 
hours, but she always met the deadline. 
From start to finish, Vivian Woodard 
contributed her skills for over ten years, 
and GSSB members were the benefactors. 
For her significant contribution to geneal
ogy and her society, Vivian receives the 
FGS Award of Merit. 
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Margaret Kern (1935-1995) 

Miss Margaret A. Kern of Homewood, 
lllinois, died 18 April 1995. A retired 
schoolteacher, Miss Kern was the daughter 
of the late William T. and the late Esther 
M. Kern. Margaret was the first recording 
secretary of the FGS. She served in this 
capacity from 1976 until 1978 when she was 
elected a second vice-president of the organi
zation. During the 1970s, she had been the 
treasurer and Federation delegate for the 
South Suburban Genealogical and Historical 
Society (South Holland, lllinois). Over the 
years she had belonged to the Ohio Genea
logical Society, the Ohio Pioneer Society, 
and the lllinois State Genealogical Society. 
Miss Kern assisted Barbara Dalby and 
Loretto Szucs in the indexing of the Natural
ization Records of the District Court for the 
Eastern District of Michigan. 

GEORGE PELLING (1933-1995) 

George Pelling, a native of Surrey, 
England, died at his home in Rossendale, 
Lancashire, England, on March 8, 1995. 
Mr. Pelling was the author of the widely 
distributed Beginning Your Family History 
(American title, Beginning Your Family 
History in Great Britain) and had been a 
teacher of family history since 1978. 

A popular lecturer in the United States, 
Mr. Pelling used conferences as a means 
of sharing information about Great Brit
ain's Federation of Family History Societ
ies with which he enjoyed a long and 
active involvement. During his first tenure 
as FFHS chairman, Mr. Pelling forged 
ties between FFHS and the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies when he attended 
the 1984 FGS Conference in Denver. His 
relating of FFHS experiences often assist
ed FGS in decision making, since the 

British group had been formed just two 
years before its American counterpart. 

George Pelling had most recently 
served as FFHS 1881 Census Liaison 
Officer (see FORUM 7:1 "British 1881 
Census Project Nears Completion"), help
ing to coordinate this massive indexing 
venture. Some other offices in FFHS were 
Educational Liaison Officer, 1979-83 and 
two terms as Chairman, 1983-85 and 
1988-90. Mr. Pelling held membership or 
office in several area societies and was a 
Fellow of the Society of Genealogists. 

A deep knowledge of British family 
history and an unselfish willingness to 
share this expertise through writings, 
presentations, and personal contacts, 
earned George Pelling many friends in the 
United States. His generosity enabled 
countless researchers to successfully re
construct their British heritage. 

Risk Free - Order Today! 
30-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 
Sold at software stores nationwide or call us direct! 

Call: 800-291-9380 
$54.99 (Floppy) $69.99 (CD-ROM) 
Store prices may differ. Add $6.00 for shipping. 
CA. MA. and NY residents add sales tax . 

•• 1JJwwv1J/m., P.O. Box 7865 
•• 's 0 F TWA R E F",",ont. CA94537 
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G ENE A LOG I CAL PUB LIS H I N G C O. 
lVew 1995 Edition! 

THB GBNEALOGIST'S ADDRESS BOOK. By Elizabeth 
Petty Bentley. Third ed. 8-1/2" x 11 ".653 pp" indexed. 
1995. #427. $34.95 

A full third larger than the previous edition, the new 3rd edition of the 
Genealogist's Address Book features hundreds of new entries and changes 
to more than 80% of the existing entries. The first national Yellow Pages 
for the genealogist, the Genealogist's Address Book is the only compre
hensive source of names, addresses, and phone numbers for the thousands 
of national, state, and local genealogical institutions, as well as the host of 
special resources related to genealogy. If you own the previous edition, 
you'll certainly want to own this. It's indispensable! 

IVew Third Editionl 
INTBRNATIONAL VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK. 
By Thomas J. ffemp. Third ed. 8-1/2" x 11".430 pp. 1994. 
#3148. $29.95 

This time-saver of a book is a complete, up-to-date collection of birth, 
marriage, divorce, and death record application forms for the U.S. and the 
rest of the world. Current procedures for obtaining the appropriate certifi
cate are also given for each state, province, territory, or country. This new 
edition is twenty-five percent larger than the previous one and now in
cludes divorce record applications. 

IVewl 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC CHBCKLIST OF AFRICAN 
AMBRICAN NBWSPAPBRS. By Barbara K. Henritze. 
8-1/2" x 11".206 pp., indexed. #2687. $35.00 

This book contains a complete checklist of 5,539 African American 
newspapers identified in all major bibliographic sources--newspaper di
rectories, union lists, finding aids, African American bibliographies, year
books, and specifically African American newspaper sources. A prodigious 
work of research, this is a core book for any collection of African American 
reference materials. 

COLONIAL FAMILIBS OF THB UNITBD STATBS OF 
Al"IBRlCA. By George Norbury Mackenzie. 4 vols. 5,019 
pp., iIIus., indexed. (1907-1920), 1995. #3590. $300.00 set 

Long out of print, this venerable work treats 850 families who trace 
their ancestry back to the period 1607-1776 and names 125,000 family 
members in all. The genealogies give the British or European pedigree of 
the colonial ancestor, followed by a listing of his descendants up to the 
time of original pUblication. Also included are illustrations of coats of arms 
associated with the families. 

The Complete Set IVow A vailablel 
BNCYCLOPBDIA OF AMBRICAN QUAKER. 
GBNEALOGY. By William Wade Hinshaw. 8-1/2" x I I". 
Vol. I (North Carolina): 1,197 pp. #2731. $75.00 
Vol. II (NJ & PAl: 1,126 pp. #2732. $75.00 
Vol. III (New York): 540 pp. #2733. $45.00 
Vol. IV (Ohio): 1,424 pp. #2734. $95.00 
Vol. V (Ohio): 1,060 pp. #2735. $75.00 
Vol. VI (Virginia): 1,049 pp. #2736. $75.00 

The basic collection of American Quaker records-births, marriages, 
deaths, and certificates of removal. 

The wolfrs 01 Augu5 Baxter 
ImJllSBD lit llPDATBDI 

Irt: SEARCH OF yotlB. EUROPEAN ROOTS~ 
A Complete Guide to Tracing Your 
Ancestors in Every Country in Europe 
2nd ed. 304 pp., paper. 1994. #395,$16.95 i 

In Search of You,. European Roots is designed to guide the reader' 
through the complexities of genealogical research in 31 countries on tho 
European continent, whether the research is conducted. in p~rson or by 
correspondence. This revised edition iticludes new chapters on the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe. ! 

IN SBARCH OF YOUR GBKl"IAN ROOTS. 
A Complete Guide to Tracing Your 
Ancestors in the Germanic Areas of Europe 
3rd ed. 122 pp" paper. 1994. #396. $11.95 

Mr. Baxter's book on German ancestry will help you not only with 
Germany but with al\ the German-speaking areas of Europe. This 3rd edi. 
tion includes addresses with the new !I-digit postal code, and reflects 
changes brought about by the unification of East and West Germany. 

IN SEARCH OF YOUR BRITISH Bt IRISH ROOTS. 
3rd ed. 320 pp., paper. 1994. #393. $16.95 

Whether you conduct your research in person or by mail, this book will 
guide you in finding your ancestors in Britain or Ireland. Updated for the 
1990s, the work features extremely detailed coverage of English records 
and repositories. 

IN SEARCH OF YOUR CANADIAN ROOTS. 
2nd ed. 368 pp., paper. 1994. #391. $16.95 

With coverage of all the major record categories-immigration, cen
sus, land and homestead, military, and so on-this book is by far the best 
introduction to Canadian genealogy. The book features a province-by-prov
ince survey of genealogical sources in each of the ten provinces and the 
Yukon and Northwest territories. 

WELSH FAMILY HISTORY: A Guide to Research. 
By John Rowlands, et al. 316 pp., indexed, paper. 1994. 
#5030. $19.95 

The first comprehensive handbook on Welsh genealogy, each of its 
twenty-one chapters is prepared by a specialist on the subject. Coverage 
includes Welsh archives, family history societies, parish registers, civil reg
istration, surnames, the IGI for Wales, wills and estate records, emigration, 
and much, much more. 

FINDING ITALIAN ROOTS. The Complete Guide for 
Americans. By John Philip Colletta. 128 pp., maps, iIlus. 
1993. #1127. $11.95 

The author, a nationally-recognized authority, describes the resources 
available in the U.S. for climbing the family tree back to one's Italian im
migrant ancestor, and then shows how to tap into the wealth of information 
available in Italian repositories. 

POLISH ROOTS. By Rosemary A. Chorzempa. 262 pp" 
GAZETTBBR OF THB STATB OF NBW YORK (1860). iIIus" paper. 1993. #983. $17.95 
By J. H. French. Reprinted with an Index of Names compiled This pioneering work commences with an examination of Polish-A mer i-
by Frank Place. 926 pp" iIIus., indexed. (1860, 1983), 1995. can resources, providing a breakdown of libraries and archives with Polish 
#2075. $55.00 genealogical materials and a comprehensive list of Polish genealogical so-

French's Gazetteer furnishes a complete history and description of ev- cieties. The bulk of the book is focused on research in Poland, as the author 
ery county, city, town, village and locality in New York, as well as a record shows the reader how to find and use church and civil records; how and 
of the founders and early settlers of practically every locality in the state- where to locate research services, libraries, and archives; how to make sense 
an astonishing achievement. Indexed! of Polish names and naming practices; and much more. 
~--------------------------------------GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO •• 1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202· 1-800-296-6687 

Please send me the following books: 
Item # Title Price 

Postage & Handling: One book $3.50; each additional book $1.25. 
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan residents add 6% sales tax. 

o Enclosed is a check/money order for $ __________ _ 
o MasterCard/Visa # _________________ _ 

Exp. Date Amount $ 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
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The Swedish Federation of Genealogi
cal Societies has named Dr. Nils William 
Olsson of Winter Park, Florida, as the 
1994 Victor Tornberg Award recipient. 
Dr. Olsson was chosen for his "outstand
ing work in emigration history, for pub
lishing Swedish American Genealogist, 
and for his continued work in strengthen
ing the ties between Sweden and the 
Swedes in America." The Tornberg 
Award is named for Victor Tornberg 
(1838-1908) a pioneering genealogist and 
proponent of the system of provincial 
archives in Sweden. Dr. Olsson is the 
fifth recipient. [Newsletter of the Central 
Florida Genealogical Society (April 1995) 
with credit given to Swenson Center News 
9 (November 1995)] 

* * * * 
A letter to FORUM: "Given that your 

mention of NARA's The Record shares 
space in the Spring issue with additional 
editorial concern about NARA's shrinking 
resources, I thought that I'd mention that 
The Record is also available on-line over 
the Internet. This is an increasingly cost 
effective method of delivering the infor
mation as more people make use of it. 
Anyone with access to the Internet can 
access the information at http://www. 
nara.gov/ or, if they have only gopher, at 
gopher.nara.gov. Specific information 
about how the resources on the NARA 
web server have saved a researcher time 
or money, or general suggestions about 
the service, are always welcome bye-mail 
at webmaster@nara.gov." [from Jon 
Radel, Alexandria, Virginia, April 23, 
1995] 

* * * * 
Winners of the 1995 Excellence-In

Writing Competition were announced May 
3 in San Diego, California. Sponsored by 
the Council of Genealogy Columnists, the 
annual competition was begun in 1989 to 
encourage high standards in genealogy 
journalism. Each year the winners receive 
certificates and national recognition at the 
CGC annual supper meeting held in con
nection with the National Genealogical 
Society Conference. The first place win
ners in the four categories are: Category 
1. Local Genealogy and History Columns 

News>in Brief 
in Newspapers, Sandra Lake Lassen, 
West Jefferson, North Carolina; Category 
2. General Interest Columns in Newspa
pers, Aulena Scearce Gibson, Lawton, 
Oklahoma; Category 3. Ethnic Columns 
in Newspapers, Regina Hines, Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi; and Category 4. 
Genealogy Columns in Journals, Annette 
Lutnesky Perry, Hollister, California. 
1995 judges were Donn Devine, eG, eGI, 
Joy Wade Moulton, eG, FSG, and Marga
ret Ann Thetford. 

* * * * 
News from Washington, D.C.: The 

National Coordinating Committee for the 
Promotion of History has distributed NCC 
Briefing Sheets on two topics of major 
concern to the research community. These 
are (1) the funding necessary for the 
National Archives and the National His
torical Publications and Records Adminis
tration to fulfill their legislative mandates 
(the NCC urges Congress to appropriate 
the President's request of more than $195 
million for the National Archives and 
urges an appropriation of $6 million for 
the grants program of the National Histor
ical Publications and Records Commis
sion, which is $2 million above the Presi
dent's request, but 33 percent less than 
this year) and (2) concern over the threat
ened existence of the National Endow
ments for the Arts and Humanities. Send 
a postcard to FORUM for a free copy of 
the NCC Briefing Sheets. The pages 
provide issue background, key points, a 
description of the action needed and a list 
of members of appropriations committees. 

* * * * 
East Central Florida Genealogical 

Societies Co-Op held their first seminar, 
"Sharing of Resources" in Vero Beach, 
Florida. Societies participating were 
Brevard Genealogical Society, Central 
Florida Genealogical Society, Genealogi
cal Society of North Brevard, Genealogi
cal Society of South Brevard, Indian River 
Genealogical Society, Martin County 
Genealogical Society, Palm Beach Genea
logical Society, Patrick Air Force Base 
Genealogical Society, and Treasure Coast 
Genealogical Society. The purpose of the 
newly formed co-op is to share the re-
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sources of organizations from a nine 
county area and to educate researchers 
about the wealth of materials available at 
the many public and society libraries, 
Family History Centers, colleges or uni
versities and other repositories in this 
region. (See FORUM 6:4 (Winter 1994) 
page 24 for article about the efforts of 
Pamela Hall of Vero Beach to establish 
this co-op). 

YOURS, MINE AND 
OURS: RECORDS, 
RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
(continued from page 3) 
are housed in a proper facility. We should 
make an effort to see that our family 
histories are deposited in the libraries and 
record centers that exist in the towns and 
counties covered by our research. And we 
should also work to ensure our histories 
are available for many future generations 
by seeing that copies are deposited in 
major national collections. 
Believing in complete and contemporary 
access should also indicate a willingness 
on our parts to personally work toward 
enhancing access for all researchers. Do 
we volunteer to serve on the extraction 
and indexing committees of our local 
societies? Do we spend a little of our free 
time working on the copying teams in our 
local courthouses and libraries? Do we 
spend some of our personal computing 
time working to have historical documents 
"translated" into Hyper-Text Markup 
Language so they are more widely and 
completely available on the Internet? 
Are we willing to exercise our right of 
free speech in a supportive and positive 
yet forceful way when significant records 
are in danger of being destroyed? If we 
believe we have the right to use records, 
then we must be wiling to exercise the 
"other" rights we have with regards to 
those same records. Collectively the re
cords truly are ours-and when we accept 
their information, we also must accept the 
accompanying rights and responsibilities. 
In a very real way, access is not out of 
our hands, it is nearly all in our hands. 
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GENERAL 
In 1994 the Records Preservation and 

Access Committee, a joint committee of 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
and the National Genealogical Society, 
worked with seven societies and many 
individuals in response to letters and calls 
regarding 34 different issues of a wide 
variety. In addition, another 24 letters 
were received by the committee in the 
wake of the Railroad Retirement Board 
records issue and meeting. The committee 
expects to produce informational summary 
sheets in 1995. These may serve as re
source and suggestion material on specific 
areas of concern including: the impact of 
the Model Act, adoption legislation, vital 
records access, local records preservation 
projects, and new technology issues. 
Contact chair James W. Warren, c/o FGS 
Business Office, P.O. Box 3385, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84110-3385. [from a 
January 1995 report by James W. War
ren] 

CALIFORNIA 
J. Carlyle Parker, California State 

Genealogical Alliance Historian, recom
mends that genealogists throughout the 
nation who have benefited from the ser
vices of the Sutro Library write a letter of 
thanks to the new California State Librari
an, Dr. Kevin Starr. Parker's recommen
dation includes a request that letters con
tain personal favorable experiences of use 
at Sutro and/or Sutro's interlibrary loan 
services and a statemel).t encouraging Dr. 
Starr to see that the funding of the Sutro 
Library for their services and collection 
development be maintained and improved. 
Copies of letters should be sent to the 
Sutro Library Director, Clyde Janes, and 
Reference Librarian, Frank Glover. Their 
addresses follow. Although it does not 
appear Sutro's funding is in danger, Mr. 
Parker believes that such letters would be 
a good timely action for Sutro Library 
genealogical users. Dr. Kevin Starr, State 
Librarian, California State Library, P.O. 
Box 942837, Sacramento, CA 94237-0001; 
copies to Mr. Clyde Janes, Library Director 
and Mr. Frank Glover, Reference Librarian, 
may be sent to them at Sutro Library, 480 
Winston Drive, San Francisco, CA 94132. 
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CALIFORNIA 
A closed record policy has been avert

ed. A bill threatening access has been 
replaced with AB161 Vital Records Secu
rity Act of 1996. This improved bill has 
passed, adding the wording "if known" to 
the first three categories of requirements 
(registrant's name, place, and date of the 
registered event), for access to documents 
or indexes. While the Act toughens identi
fication requirements for the applicant, 
including a driver's license or state identi
fication card, open access is essentially 
allowed without time constraints. A sec
ond amendment adds the categories of 
grandparent, grandchild and spouse to the 
list of persons able to obtain an official 
certificate. The bill moves to the Appro
priations Committee late this month, 
where fee and cost structure will be deter
mined. A third amendment will add anti
counterfeit features to help identify fraud
ulent certificates. California organizations 
continue to monitor the bill. A copy may 
be requested from the Bill Room, State 
Capital, Sacramento, CA 95814. [From 
Iris Carter Jones, Legislative-Coordinator 
and FGS Delegate, Genealogical & His
torical Council of Sacramento Valley, 
Sacramento, California] 

COLORADO 
The new Denver Public Library, seven 

stories high and three stories under
ground, is nearing completion. The gene
alogy department Reading Room will 
share the fifth floor with the Gates West
ern History Reading Room, a Western 
History Art Gallery, and a map room. 
The Gates Meeting room will seat fifty 
and some area genealogical societies hope 
to hold meetings there or in the 500-seat 
auditorium in the basement level. The 
latter has a catering kitchen and an 18-
foot collapsible stage. [Newsletter of the 
Colorado Chapter of the Ohio Genealogi
cal Society 6:5] 

ILLINOIS 
"Our courthouse situation [Bureau 

County] is 'fair.' They keep everything 
but are running out of room and cutting 

back on employees. Our large collection 
is at the Matson Public Library and avail
able to the public six days a week. Our 
cemetery records are very extensive and 
include an index of over 52,000 names of 
persons buried in our county. We have 
microfilm of all the newspapers that sur
vived in our county. Theft has been our 
only problem." [Carol Shipp, board mem
ber and chair for cemetery committee, 
Bureau County Genealogical Society] 

MASSACHUSETTS 
The new address for the Registry of 

Vital Records and Statistics is: Second 
Floor, 470 Atlantic Avenue, Boston, MA 
02210-2224; telephone (617) 753-8600. 
In-person research hours are Monday 
through Friday 9-12 and 2:30-4:30, but 
closed Wednesday. The fee for in-person 
research is $3 per hour. Copies of birth, 
marriage and death records obtained in 
person are $6 each. A ten-year search 
requested by mail, including one certifi
cate copy or an official statement that the 
record is not on file costs $11. The same 
request by telephone using a credit card is 
$19. The Massachusetts Archives are still 
located at 220 Morrissey Boulevard, 
Boston, MA 02125; telephone (617) 727-
2816. The Archives holds vital records 
for 1841 through 1900. Records prior to 
1841 are at the city/town level but many 
research libraries have a copy of the 
Printed Vital Records Prior to 1850. This 
book is arranged by town. [The American 
Elm, Newsletter of the Western Massa
chusetts Genealogical Society, Inc., 23:4 
(Winter 1994-95)] 

NEW HAMPSIDRE 
Effective June 1, 1995, the New 

Hampshire Historic Society's hours 
change to Tuesday through Saturday, 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., year around. The 
library will be closed on Sundays and 
Mondays. This coincides with the opening 
of its second facility, the New Museum of 
New Hampshire History. The entry fee 
for non members is a daily fee of $5. 
[Kinship Kronicle of the Rockingham 
Society of Genealogists, Exeter, NH 18: 1 
(March 1995)] 



NEW YORK 
The New York City Comptroller on 

January 10 released a report indicating 
auditors last October found 12,545 mailed 
requests for birth and death records, with 
$272,000 in attached checks, sitting in 
cardboard boxes. Fewer than half had 
been opened and those that had been 
opened contained uncashed checks that 
were months old. Comptroller Hevesi 
thought that hundreds of adoptions had 
been delayed as well as inheritances. The 
Health Department's written response 
indicated that the Vital Records Division 
had been cut from 180 to 105 positions 
since 1987 and there were 17 vacancies. 
The backlog was eliminated by working 
overtime for a cost of $12,000. [Newslet
ter of the Queens Genealogy Workshop, 
Ridgewood, New York 3:1 (February 
1995)] 

OIDO 
The Ohio Historical Society is gather

ing material for an exhibit on migration 
from Ohio's farms to the cities from about 
1850 to 1900. If your family participated 
in this migration and you have genealogi
cal records, letters, diaries, photographs, 
or other artifacts that you would be will
ing to share, please write to Stuart Hobbs 
or Mary Alice Mairose at OHS, 1982 
Velma Avenue, Columbus, OH 43211-
2497, or call (614) 297-2608. [Ohio Ge
nealogical Society Newsletter 26:2 (1995)] 

OIDO 
Proposed legislation in the Ohio Gener

al Assembly seeks to provide immediate 
access to all open records; a requirement 
that a public office or custodian shall 
reply to requests to receive copies of 
records by mail; a limit of duplication 
costs to actual costs or a flat fee of $.25 
per page; and unfunded, but mandated, 
provisions for compliance by custodians 
of government records. While the bill 
sounds good on the surface (too good 
perhaps?) Ohio Genealogical Society 
President, Mary L. Bowman, cautions 
genealogists to read the bill carefully and 
consider the consequences of each require
ment. She questions what some custodians 
will chose or be forced to do if the costs 
of providing these services makes compli
ance impossible. How long can a small 
record keeping agency afford to maintain 

records, provide "immediate" access 
and/or copies at no more than $.25 per 
page (regardless of the time involved to 
find, copy, and distribute the copies) and 
respond to mail inquiries? Not all agencies 
have the funding or personnel to meet the 
intent of this bill. Mrs. Bowman urges 
researchers to read the bill for themselves, 
consider all possible consequences, and 
then without "passion, propaganda, or 
knee-jerk reactions" make a careful deci
sion and present an opinion to Ohio's 
legislators. [The Ohio Genealogical Soci
ety Newsletter 26:3 (March 1995)] 

PENNSYLVANIA 
The Historic Burial Places Preservation 

Act (9 P.S. Sec. 211) was approved April 
29, 1994, and took effect sixty days later. 
The act incorporates the definition of a 
historic burial place and also defines a 
"burial ground authority." It limits the 
power of a municipality to condemn a 
historic burial place; any use other than 
that of a burial ground must be approved 
by the Pennsylvania Historical and Muse
um Commission. It restricts the removal 
of a gravestone or a burial without Court 
approval and creates new criminal offens
es (second degree misdemeanors) for 
those who, without authority of the owner 
or a descendant of a deceased or a historic 
burial ground authority, intentionally 
destroy, mutilate, deface or remove any 
tomb, monument, gravestone or other 
structure or any portion or fragment there
of, including any fence or railing or other 
enclosure for the historic burial place. It 
is also a misdemeanor to possess or sell 
or offer for sale or attempt to sell any 
monument, gravestone, other structure, or 
any portion or fragment thereof, if one 
knows that it has been unlawfully re
moved from a historic burial place. 
[Christian Earl Eaby, writing in 
Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage 18:2 
(April 1995)] 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Members of the South Carolina Genea

logical Society seek to identify unknown 
Union soldiers who are buried in the 
Florence, S.C., National Cemetery. The 
cemetery is located on what used to be the 
grounds of the Florence Stockade, which 
was a Confederate prison camp used 
during the Civil War. Thousands of Union 

FGS FORUM 

POWs were moved to Florence from the 
Andersonville Prison in Georgia. More 
than 2,300 Union soldiers were buried in 
mass graves at Florence by the end of the 
War. If you know of Union soldiers who 
may have died at the Florence Stockade, 
please contact the Old Darlington District 
Chapter of the SCGS with (1) name of 
soldier, (2) rank, (3) unit and state of 
service, (4) birth date, (5) date of death, 
(6) survivors and (7) reference of where 
this info was found. Send your informa
tion to: Cemetery Committee, Old Dar
lington District Chapter, SCGS, P.O. Box 
175, Hartsville, SC 29551. [Kindred 
Spirits, Newsletter of the Prince William 
County Genealogical Society 13:10 (April 
1995)] 

TEXAS 
To honor the sesquicentennial celebra

tion of Texas statehood on 19 February 
1996, the Texas State Genealogical Soci
ety is offering a commemorative First 
Families of Texas Certificate to eligible 
persons. Anyone directly or collaterally 
descended from a Texas resident as of 19 
February 1846 or before may apply for 
this permanent remembrance of his or her 
family history. Applications may be ob
tained from TSGS, c/o Wanda L. Donald
son, 3219 Meadow Oaks Drive, Temple, 
TX 76502-1752. [Dallas Genealogical 
Society Newsletter 19:2 (March-April 
1995)] 

VIRGINIA 
The Virginia Genealogical Society, 

represented by Barbara Vines Little, is 
testifying before a committee of the Gen
eral Assembly which is studying the reor
ganization of the Virginia State Library 
and Archives. The committee includes 
high ranking lawmakers, a former mem
ber of the Library Board, and Eric Grund
set, Director of the D.A.R. Library. VGS 
wants members of the genealogical and 
the historical communities to be on the 
Board of the Library of Virginia; budget 
amendments aimed at helping end staff 
disparities and placing additional resources 
in the preservation and processing depart
ments of the Archives; and the appoint
ment of a State Librarian with archival 
experience. The VGS efforts on behalf of 
the Archives are being funded from its 
Special Projects Fund for which it is 
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accepting donations. [The Virigina Genea
logical Society Newsletter (January-Febru
ary 1995)] 

WISCONSIN 
Changes to State Law may prohibit 

copies of vital records made by agencies 
other than the Bureau of Health Statistics 
or local Registers of Deeds. Researchers 
would, therefore, no longer be able to 
obtain copies of these records from the 
State Historical Society Library and the 
Area Research Centers or the LDS Family 
History Centers for the cost of the copy. 
In addition, the State Budget, now before 
the Joint Finance Committee of the State 

Legislature, seeks to add a $5 per copy 
increase in the fee that the State Bureau of 
Vital Statistics and Registers of Deed must 
charge for each copy of a birth certificate 
they issue. Through meetings of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, the Bu
reau of Vital Statistics, Registers of 
Deeds, Wisconsin State Genealogical 
Society and the Wisconsin Genealogical 
Council, it was learned the Register of 
Deeds did not propose this fee and are 
against it. By combining forces, these 
agencies and organizations hope to head 
off the threat through letter/telephone/fax 
campaigns among their users and mem
bers. The State Historical Society is pre
paring draft legislation to authorize the 

State Reporting 

Society and the ARCs to provide copies of 
the Pre-1907 vital records and exempt 
them from charging the fees required of 
state and local registrars. [Nancy J. 
Emmert, President, Wisconsin State Gene
alogical Society] 

INTERNATIONAL 
ENGLAND 

"Our society supported the Dorset Coun
ty Archives resisting Dorset Local Govern
ment review which would have destroyed 
the present very efficient and effective re
cords preservation program within the coun
ty." [W.A. Haskell, Editor/Historian, 
Haskell Family Society, Germany] 

Genealogical and historical societies may submit information about their new or in-progress publications, indexes, or other projects. Send 
information to the FGS FORUM Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558-0271. Readers should please enclose an SASE 
when writing a society about cost and ordering information. 

NEW ENGLAND 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 

101 Newbury Street 
Boston, MA 02116-3087 

fax (617) 536-7307 
The New England Historical and Genea

logical Register: Index to Names, Volumes 
51 Through 147 is an alphabetized every
name index leading to information on fami
lies in early New England for whom refer
ences appear in the pages of Register from 
1897-1993. More than 1,300,000 entries; 
3,700 pages. Available now in four vol
umes, $295 plus shipping; CD-ROM version 
expected. 

ARIZONA 
Arizona State Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 42075 
Tucson, AZ 85733-2075 

Pima County Territorial Marriage Re
cords 1871-1912. Revised and updated; 
fully indexed by both grooms and brides. 

CALIFORNIA 
Genealogical & Historical Council 

of Sacramento Valley 
P.O. Box 214749 

Sacramento, CA 95821-0749 
"The Council is an umbrella organization 

based in Sacramento. We provide commu
nication channels for genealogical, historical 
and patriotic organizations and libraries. We 
coordinate activities and dates by providing 
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a monthly calendar of events and publish a 
bimonthly newsletter. We have organized a 
legislative network and we follow and report 
on legislation which might enhance or 
threaten our goals and encourage the identi
fication, preservation, maintenance and 
accessibility of records of genealogical and 
historical importance. We instruct and edu
cate the public in the values of such records 
and on genealogy. We promote ethical and 
professional standards in genealogy. In 1995 
we published the second edition of an area 
Speakers List." [Iris Carter Jones, legisla
tive-coordinator and FGS delegate] 

Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County 
P.O. Box 225 

Yreka, CA 96097-0225 
Shasta Valley Cemetery District 1855-1995. 
Includes all identifiable graves in the seven 
smaller cemeteries of the district. Alphabeti
cal and location indexes; maps. 

FLORIDA 
Putnam County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 2354 
Palatka, FL 32178 

Tax Records, 1869-1921, microfilmed 
with some gaps. Currently updating coun
ty cemetery surveys for eventual publica
tion. [Bobby Morris, president] 

ILLINOIS 
Edgar County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 304 
Paris, IL 61944-0304 

Index to the Three-in-One Atlas of 
Edgar County: 1870, 1894, 1910 and 
Volume VI Edgar County Marriages 1901-
1906. 

Illinois State Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 10195 

Springfield, IL 62791-0195 

Children of Orphan Trains from New 
York to Illinois and Beyond and Family 
Bible Records, Volume 2 are new publica
tions. At the February governing board 
meeting, it was voted to increase the dues 
for 1996 to $25 for a regular membership. 

INDIANA 
Indiana Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 10507 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46852-0507 

Ancestor File I provides the researcher 
with hundreds of surnames, a geographic 
area relevant to the particular surname, a 
time period, and often the given name of 
a specific ancestor. Projects: (1) the initial 
survey of Indiana cemeteries is nearing 
first-phase completion. Data entry, verifi
cation, and publication of this state-wide 
cemetery survey are being aggressively 
pursued. (2) The second major project is to 
index the 1870 federal census for Indiana. 
Look for details and volunteer opportunities 
in coming issues of the IGS newsletter. 



Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 665 

New Albany, IN 47151-0665 
Fairview Cemetery Volume Ill; January 

I, 1881 to December 1890. Burials in this 
Floyd County cemetery are listed alpha
betically by surname. 

KANSAS 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 

Box 3664 
Lawrence, KS 66046-0664 

Douglas County Family Histories 
1991-1992, Volume 1. Contains 674 pages 
of family histories and pictures of families 
that have lived or are living in the county. 
Entries were submitted by family mem
bers. Indexed. 

Nemaha County Genealogical Society 
6th and Nemaha 

Seneca, KS 66538 
The Coming Gazette of Nemaha Coun

ty, September 1898 to November 1902 by 
Enid and John Ostertag. Included are 
births, marriages, deaths and other local 
"gossip" in this 218-page book. Every 
name index. 

MICIDGAN 
Eaton County Genealogical Society 

100 W. Lawrence 
P.O. Box 337 

Charlotte, MI 48813 
Publishing a cemetery series, one 

township per book. To date, Chester, 
Sunfield, Brookfield, and Roxand Town
ships are completed. Also, Index to the 
1840 Federal Census for Eaton County 
and Index to Deeds, Book A, Eaton Coun
ty, 1837-1839. 

MINNESOTA 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 505 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

Our society holds an extensive collec
tion of Minnesota state and federal census 
microfilm. We continue to add to this 
collection. [Virginia Swartz, president] 

MISSOURI 
Ozarks Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3494 
Springfield, MO 65808-3494 

New publications include: Greene 
County Missouri Marriages, Book J-K; 
Alma Lohmeyer-Jewell E. Windle Funeral 
Home 1919-1932; Republic Funeral Home 

Records 1908-1978; Index Springfield Re
publican Newspaper 1917-1918; and 
Kent-Clark Monument Sales Records 
1915-1930. 

NEW YORK 
Jewish Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 6398 
New York, NY 10128 

telephone (212) 330-8257 
The Jewish Genealogical Society will 

present Beyond the Basics III, a continua
tion of their highly successful 1993 and 
1994 seminars. This popular event is 
always held on a Sunday in January with 
the date being determined in early fall. 
Contact the society for details. [Eileen 
Polakoff, JGS] 

OIDO 
Lucas County Chapter 

Ohio Genealogical Society 
c/o Toledo-Lucas County Library 

Local History & Genealogy Department 
325 N. Michigan Avenue 
Toledo, OH 43624-1614 

Church Records Inventory lists over 
450 churches alphabetically by denomina
tion; includes chronological list of church
es organized before 1900. Chancery Re
cords, 1836-1853, Index to Litigants, 
Lawsuits involving land ownership includ
ing petitions to partition estate property 
and divorces involving petitions. Natural
ization, Common Pleas Court, 1835-1867. 
Lost & Found: Births, Deaths, Marriages, 
and Lawsuits. An eclectic collection of 
duplicate records, justice of the peace 
dockets, and health department records. 
Supreme Court Journals, 1837-1851. 
Infirmary Register, Volume 1,1855-1882, 
Book 2, Mar 1855-Feb 1868 and Volume 
I, 1855-1882, Book 2, Feb 1868-Mar 
1882. Book 1 contains 4,011 entries, 
Book 2 contains 3,477 entries. Entries list 
births, deaths, indentures and adoptions of 
minor children. Order books from LCC
OGS, c/o Beverly Reed, 1302 Corry 
Avenue, Toledo, OH 43614-2730. 

OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 12986 
Oklahoma City, OK 73157-2986 

"The Society has microfilmed its Quar
terly collection, 1955-1990, on three reels 
with a subject index included on the first 
reel. The OGS Quarterly Subject Index for 
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the same years is also available in book 
form." [Nancy J. Cotton, publications 
chairman] 

TEXAS 
DaUas Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 12648 
Dallas, TX 75225-0648 

Indexes to denomination newspapers 
include well over forty thousand entries: 
births, deaths, and marriages and other 
genealogical information. Includes many 
non-Texas entries. Obituaries are very 
detailed. Newest publication is on fiche: 
Texas Methodist Newspaper Abstracts, by 
Helen Mason Lu. Abstracts from Texas 
Wesleyan Banner, 1850-1854, and Texas 
Christian Advocate, 1857-1885. In six vol
umes with cumulative index to vols. I-N. 

Polish Genealogical Society of Texas 
Route 1, Box 475-S 

Navasota, TX 77868 
Two publications, Polish Heritage of 

Montgomery and Walker Counties and The 
Poles of Grimes County may be ordered 
from Virginia Hill, 15917 Juneau, Houston, 
TX 77040-2155. [Michael Kurtin, president] 

UTAH 
Utah Genealogical Association 

P.O. Box 1144 
Salt Lake City, UT 84110-1144 

Index to the County Death Records 
1898-1905, (includes all counties except 
Salt Lake County). 

CANADA 
British Isles Family History Society of Great

er Ottawa 
P.O. Box 38026 

Ottawa, ON, KlC INO Canada 
Lanark Society Settlers: Ships' Lists of 

the Glasgow Emigration Society 1821. Com
piled by Gerald A. Neville. This is a nomi
nal index of 415 heads offamilies represent
ing 1,883 men, women and children, mem
bers of 37 emigration societies who sailed to 
Canada on four ships in 1821 and settled in 
Lanark County in Ontario. The index pro
vides the ages of each parent, the sex and 
age groups of children, and the name of the 
ship. The index supplements Carol Bennett's 
The Lanark Society Settlers which deals 
mainly with the pioneer generation. Her 
book is available from Juniper Books Ltd, 
RR2, Renfrew, ON K7V 3Z5. [Brian 
O'Regan, president and editor] 

Summer 1995, Volume 7 Number 2 21 



FGS FORUM 

If your organization has news worth sharing with other groups, such as a recent success injund raising, management, volunteer 
activities, member services, or recognition, share it with "Spotlight, " the FGS FORUM Editorial Office, P. O. Box 271, Western 
Springs, Illinois 60558. 

Family History Month was the topic of 
"Society Spotlight" in Summer 1994 (6:2) 
FORUM. The article encouraged societies 
to promote October as Family History 
Month and listed four states in which 
proclamations have been signed by gover
nors: New Jersey, Connecticut, South 
Carolina and Nevada. The article, by 
Miriam S. Bryan of Oceanport, New 
Jersey, attributed the idea to Nancy 
Heydt, then president of the Monmouth 
County Genealogy Club. 

Since that article, three societies have 
contacted the FORUM with news of suc
cessful efforts in securing recognition for 
Family History Month. The l11inois State 
Genealogical Society received approval 
for FHM from Jim Edgar, Governor of 
the State of l11inois. ISGS president, Jose
phine F. Moeller, sent a copy of the 
decree which identifies the Monmouth 
County Genealogical Club as originator of 
the proclamation. (l11ustration 1). 

Barbara Edkin, president of the Contra 

Costa County Genealogical Society (Cali
fornia) wrote that they "successfully re
quested recognition of October as Family 
History Month. Certificate issued by 
County Board of Supervisors. Society will 
launch on-going series at informal meet
ings to help beginners find their way or to 
rekindle enthusiasm in jaded researchers." 
The society's address is P.O. Box 910, 
Concord, California 94522-0910. 

The Eastern Washington Genealogical 
Society, according to Donna Potter Phil
lips, has arranged for a series of free 
classes to be offered at their local public 
library. EWGS "plastered" their commu
nity with a flyer announcing four free 
classes (each a two-hour session held 
twice on one meeting date) during the 
month of October. Called "Genealogical 
Education Sessions," the topics were: 
Introduction to Genealogy; Understanding 
Census Records; Finding Your Ancestors; 
and Using the Library and the EWGS 
Gene Room. Request details by sending 
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an SASE to EWGS, P.O. Box 1826, 
Spokane, WA 99210-1826. 

Consider the 25th Anniversary project 
of the Ozarks Genealogical Society, 
Springfield, Missouri, as an idea that 
could work for Family History Month as 
well. OGS members voted to present a 
"how-to" genealogy book for children to 
each of the 42 elementary schools in their 
district. Members sponsored book pur
chases for schools where they have a 
personal interest. OGS funds supplement
ed whatever money wasn't donated. 
Through quantity purchase, the society 
received near-wholesale prices. The pro
ject proved so successful it has since been 
expanded to cover elementary schools in 
all of Greene and surrounding counties. 

Prepare now for Family History Month 
in October in your area. Contact the 
Monmouth Genealogy Club, c/o Mon
mouth County Historical Association, 708 
Court Street, Freehold, NJ 07728, for a 
Family History Month brochure. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG. CGL. FASG, of Springfield, Missouri, is the FORUM Book Review Editor. 
Publications for review should be sent to her at 2324 East Nottingham, Springfield, MO 65804. 

This quarter we will survey a few ethnic and foreign source books. After one has learned the basics of 
genealogical research that apply to most families, the researcher may want to specialize. Moving into foreign and 
ethnic research means becoming acquainted with new terminology, new sources, new governmental agencies and 
jurisdictions. To become truly proficient it is often necessary to acquire a foreign language. 

Each of the books discussed below concentrates on a particular group or country. Each has a particular focus 
with various strengths and weaknesses. Nevertheless, all contain valuable addresses, resources and special 
information. Unless noted, the review was written by the FORUM book review editor. Marsha Hoffman Rising 
In Search of Your European Roots: A 
Complete Guide to Tracing Your Ances
tors in Every Country in Europe, Second 
Edition, by Angus Baxter. 1994. 290 pp. 
Index. Softcover, $16.95 plus shipping. 
In Search of Your German Roots: A 
Complete Guide to Tracing Your An
cestors in the Germanic Areas of Europe, 
Third Edition, by Angus Baxter. 1994. 
122 pp. Softcover. $11.95. In Search of 
Your British & Irish Roots, Third Edi
tion, by Angus Baxter. 1994. 320 pp. 
Softcover, $16.95 plus shipping. In 
Search of Your Canadian Roots: Tracing 
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Your Family Tree in Canada, Second 
Edition, by Angus Baxter. 1994. 368 pp. 
Softcover. Published by the Genealogi
cal Publishing Company, 1001 N. Cal
vert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202-3897. 
$16.95 plus new shipping costs of $3.50 
for first book and $1.25 for additional. 

These four basic Baxter manuals were 
revised and updated to reflect the latest 
changes in addresses, institutional policies 
and shifting European boundaries. The 
fundamental structure of the books is the 
same. They begin with the basics of genea-

logical research then move into a brief 
history of the area under study. The records 
held by the Mormons are surveyed first, 
followed by the specific records created and 
held by national and local governmental, 
religious and private bodies. Each of these 
books is called "complete" which is absurd. 
Are we expected to believe that everything 
possible to know about Greek research can 
be told in two and one-half pages! Elementa
ry is more appropriate. This is not to say 
these books don't have value. They do. 
They are an important step in gaining an 



overview of the area and its records. You 
won't know everything about researching the 
area when you finish reading them, but you 
will have made a start. 

* * * * 
Contents and Addresses of Hungarian 
Archives with Supplementary Materialfor 
Research on Gennan Ancestors from 
Hungary, Second Edition, by Edward 
Reimer Brandt. Published by Clearfield 
Company, Inc., 200 E. Edgar Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21202. 1993. 83 pp. 
Softcover. $15.00 plus shipping. 

Compiled by an accredited genealogist 
with a specialty in German research, this 
source book meets a heretofore neglected 
area of ethnic research. While most 
source books lump the study of German 
ancestry into a single group, most of our 
German immigrant ancestors arrived here 
before there was a distinct country called 
Germany. Therefore, we need to investi
gate earlier jurisdictions and principalities. 
When Mr. Brandt began to explore what 
was available for specific ethnic groups, 
he found no discussion of the Hungarian 
archives for American readers. He decid
ed to fill that gap. This brief text is useful 
for all archival researchers interested in 
learning about and obtaining information 
from the Hungarian Archives. It is well 
organized, concise and specific. If you 
want this reference, you will have to 
hurry; there are only fifteen copies left. 

* * * * 
Where To Look for Hard-to-Find Ger
man-Speaking Ancestors in Eastern Eu
rope, Second Edition, by Bruce Brandt 
and Edward Reimer Brandt. Published 
by Clearfield Company, Inc., 200 E. 
Edgar Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. 
1993. $18.50 plus shipping. 

Have you already taken the basic steps to 
locate those German ancestors you believe 
may have come from Eastern Europe but 
still cannot find them? To aid in surveying 
genealogically important information about 
Germans in Eastern Europe, the authors 
have indexed thirteen relevant texts and 
extracted 19,270 different surnames. The 
introduction informs readers how to obtain 
the information that was indexed. It also 
gives a history of the German settlements 
in Eastern Europe covered by the indexed 
books. 

This method is a novel approach. I 
wonder how successful it will be for the 

average researcher. Perhaps if your sur
name is Woyciechowski, you might make 
a strike, but if its a common German one 
like mine-Hoffman-that has forty-four 
references in this slim volume, forget it! 

* * * * 
Welsh Family History: A Guide to Re
search, by John Rowlan_ds, et. aI, eds. 
Published by Genealogical Publishing 
Company, 1001 N. Calvert Street, Balti
more, MD 21202-3897. 1994. 316 pp. 
Illustrated, index. Softcover. $19.95 
plus shipping. 

If I had Welsh ancestry, I would want 
this book. It is designed for the more ad
vanced researcher who has mastered the 
step-by-step basics of genealogical research. 
The introduction warns that only sometimes 
are the methodological approaches used 
elsewhere successful in Wales. For this 
reason an Editorial Committee, drawn from 
the family history movement in Wales and 
faculty of "Family History in Wales" cours
es at the University of Wales in Aberyst
wyth, developed this handbook. Each of the 
chapters was compiled by an expert in a 
given topic of specialized Welsh research. 
Subjects include specific records such as 
parish registers and bishop's transcripts, 
civil registration, census records, estate 
records etc. as well as broader topics such 
as perspectives on migration, place and 
surnames in Wales, and basic Welsh lan
guage. Researchers should find the glossary 
particularly helpful. 

* * * * 
Polish Roots, by Rosemary A. Chorz
empa. Published by Genealogical Publish
ing Company, 1001 N. Calvert Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21202-3897.1993.262 pp. 
mustrations, maps. $17.95 plus shipping. 

Here is good, sound advice on both 
basic and specialized genealogical re
search. Ms. Chorzempa writes clearly and 
specifically, but with a warm touch. She 
offers basic information all researchers 
should follow such as "Use the genealo
gists's system for writing dates: day
month-year" and "Share information, 
don't just take it." She gives special ad
vice as to which records in the United States 
are likely to produce the best results for 
Polish researchers. She also lists the libraries 
with the best Polish collections. 

Part Two of this reference moves the 
researcher across the ocean. First, the 
author gives a general chronological back-
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ground in history and geography. She then 
moves into a discussion of the Polish civil 
and church records. She pays particular 
attention to Polish naming patterns includ
ing a table showing Ukrainian names and 
their English equivalents. She provides 
two especially helpful aids: a glossary of 
common Polish terms and one column of 
genealogical terms and sentences with 
their Polish equivalents in the next. Inex
plicably, the book lacks an index. This 
makes for a major weakness in an other
wise helpful manual. 

* * * * 
Your English Ancestry: A Guide for 
North Americans, by Sherry Irvine. 
Published by Ancestry, Inc. P.O. Box 
538, Salt Lake City, UT 84110. 1993. 
196 pp. Index. Softcover. $12.95 plus 
$2.50 shipping. 

A lack of guidance on selecting the 
most efficient way to procure essential 
English records was the reason Ms. Irvine 
gave for a new book on English research. 
She tells us that she already has nine 
books on English research on her book
shelf and has read several more. But, she 
promises, this one is different. I am no 
expert on English research, but I can't see 
the distinction between this book and 
other similar texts. Her introductory 
chapter offers good counsel, but nothing 
new. While the advice to "know the re
cords" and "move from the known to the 
unknown" is certainly valuable, it is 
hardly revolutionary. Topics discussed 
include civil registration, census, church 
records, probate, and occupational re
cords. The information is presented clear
ly and in an easy-to-read format. 

If you are just beginning to trace your 
ancestry in English records, this guide offers 
good, fundamental help. If you, too, already 
have nine books about tracing your English 
ancestry, you probably don't need this one. 

* * * * 
Address Book for Gennanic Genealogy, by 
Ernest Thode. Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 1001 N. Calvert 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202-3897.1994. 
174 pp. Softcover. $24.95 plus shipping. 

This indispensable guide to German 
research by mail has been revised. Ad
dresses include the modified five digit 
postal code system implemented in Ger
many in July of 1993. This edition con
tains the standard addresses for historically 
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and genealogically related societies, orga
nizations, libraries, booksellers and ar
chives (both religious and sectarian). 
German-language genealogical form 
letters are also provided. Just don't be 
surprised when your answer comes back 
in the same language! 

* * * * 
Familienkundliches Jahrbuch Schleswig
Holstein-Das Veneichnis der Leibeigenen 
in Amt Einfeld 1744, (Genealogical Year
book Schleswig-Holstein-Directory of the 
Seifs in the Administrative District Einfeld 
1744), by Peter DrygaUa. Available from 
publisher: Schleswig-Holsteinische GeseU
schaft fur Familienforschung und 
Wappenkunde E.V. Postfach 3809, W-
2300, Kiell, Germany. Index. Softcover. 
No price given. 

Actually, this is a census of serfs and 
free citizens of the Einfeld district. The 
serf families are fully listed with given 
and surname of father or head of house
hold, age and given names and ages of 
wife and children. The adult free peasants 
are listed by name, but only the ages of 
children are given. Some data about rela
tionships is also included. The editor has 
enhanced these lists with commentary. 

In addition, Herr Drygalla includes an 
extremely useful foreword which discusses 
the historical background behind this 
particular census and the overall situation 
of the serfs in Holstein prior to their 
emancipation in 1805. 

Surviving local census records of this 
quality are all too rare in German genea
logical records. Although a copy of the 
book is housed at the LDS Family History 
Library, it cannot be microfilmed and 
circulated. This census will be of extreme 
interest for anyone whose ancestors are 
from the Einfeld district. 

Richard W. Dougherty, PhD 

* * * * 
The Trail of the Black Walnut, by G. 
Elmore Reaman. Published by Genea
logical Publishing Co., 1001 N. Calvert 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202-3897. 
Orig. published in Canada 1957 by 
McClelland and Stewart, reprint 1993. 
xx, 267 pp. Index. $25.00 plus $3.50 
shipping and handling for first book; 
additional books $1.25. 

We follow here the trail of the Penn
sylvania Germans (and to a lesser extent, 
the French Huguenots) into Upper Canada 
after the American Revolution. First, 
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Professor Reaman presents a background 
of Protestant sects in Europe accompanied 
by a family tree of Protestantism that is 
helpful. He further discusses where each 
of the people of these religious sects 
settled in America. He gives an overview 
of the Pennsylvania settlement and then a 
general discussion of the migration north 
in the latter part of the eighteenth century. 

He found that Upper Canada was 
primarily settled by two groups: former 
soldiers and the pacifist Plain Folk. He 
does give some brief sketches of the earli
est families in Niagara (1776), Essex 
(1780), Eastern Ontario (1784), York 
(1793), and Waterloo (1800). Genealo
gists, however, may be disappointed in 
these. They will find the notices reminis
cent of nineteenth century local histories 
that discuss early pioneers, but give no 
clue as to where the author found the 
information. The text also imparts a lot of 
extraneous information. Maybe if my family 
had settled in Upper Canada, I would be 
more enthusiastic, but forty pages devoted to 
Canadian agriculture were boring. 

Dr. Reaman's knowledge of genealogi
cal resources seems limited. For example, 
he suggests (p. 56) that Albert Andriessen 
Bradt might be of Dutch extraction (or 
Huguenot) and "possessed a crest which 
showed that they belonged to the nobility 
somewhere in Europe." New Netherland 
records, instead, refer to him as "de 
Noorman" (the Norwegian) and his mar
riage record shows his origin as "Frerick
stadt" which is likely Fredrikstad, Norway 
(see the New York Genealogical and Bio
graphical Record, July 1987). There is no 
evidence that the Bradts were armigerous. 

This is not the kind of general history 
that genealogists like to use because al
most all of Professor Reaman's references 
are to previously published material rather 
than primary sources. While checking the 
bibliographies may eventually lead to the 
primary sources researchers need, it is a 
step we would like to avoid if possible. 

Following the book's trail will give 
you a basic and general overview of this 
early settlement and the background of the 
people who created it. In addition, Rea
man's appendix B offers a supplementary 
list of early settlers that researchers 
should check. But attempting to use this 
reference as a genealogical tool could be 
not only frustrating, but misleading. 

* * * * 
German-American Family Records in the 

Fraktur Tradition: Bil1h & Baptismal 
Cerlificates and Bible Records, by Cor
inne Pattie Earnest and Beverly Repass 
Hoch. Privately published. Order from 
Russell D. Earnest Associates, P.O. Box 
490, Damascus, MD 20872. 1991. 254 
pp. Index. Softcover. $26.95 plus $3.00 
shipping. 

Colorfully decorated baptismal certifi
cates that became highly significant to 
German Americans are known as "frak
tur." These certificates date from about 
1750 with most made in Pennsylvania and 
the mid-Atlantic states. Only a few refer
ences on fraktur have been published 
before and the authors believe that this is 
the first publication devoted solely to 
genealogical information found on fraktur. 
Most certificates include not only informa
tion on the child but the parents, the 
minister and the sponsors. 

To aid the user, the authors include, in 
the introduction, suggestions for interpret
ing and locating "slippery" spellings of 
surnames. The entries themselves are 
organized alphabetically under the spelling 
of the father's surname. Each entry has 
two major parts-the text and a physical 
description of the fraktur with additional 
comments. Although most fraktur were 
written in German, the authors translate 
the text remaining as faithfully as practical 
to the original. If you want to check the 
original, most of the prints and manu
scripts are available on microfilm from 
the Family History Library. If you find 
one of interest, the authors suggest you 
look at the original as each fraktur is 
unique and has its own personality. 

If you are not familiar with fraktur and 
have Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry, this 
source is worth investigating. This volume 
is the first of three published and contains 
479 records listing over 3000 individuals. 
An example follows: "To this legally 
married couple Johannes Briibacher and 
his lawful wife Christina, born Mellinger, 
was born to the world a daughter the 9th 
day of December 1833. This daughter was 
born in Cocalico Township of Lancaster 
County in the state of Pennsylvania in 
North America and received through the 
holy baptism the name Leisa Briibacher. " 

While only a small percentage of Ger
man-Americans who could have produced 
these records will be listed within these 
pages, identifying an entry for your rela
tive would clearly be a jewel in the family 
crown. 
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Fartlily As~ociations 
Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, is the Family Associations editor. Family Association newsletters and items 
to be considered for publication should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120. 

The Tallent Family Association is aware of four early immigrants: Hugh Tallent from Ireland to New England 
about 1730; Robert Tallant to Delaware about 1671 (with no known descendants); Thomas Tallent in North 
Carolina by 1757; and Michael Tallant of Ireland, who immigrated to Virginia by 1850. The origin of only Hugh 
Tallant in known at this time. The association membership, though tracing all Tallent and similar spellings, is 
presently comprised mostly of those seeking the North Carolina families. 

The newsletter, Searching for Tallent However You Spell It, includes news of members, directory of Christine Rose 
searchers, queries, etc. Arnold Tallent of 
Falls Church, Virginia, is lending his 
experience in formatting the newsletter, 
and Joe Tallent, the president, guides the 
operation. Though membership is still 
small, it is hoped that those researching 
the name will learn of the group and join 
the effort to search this family name. 

There is in publication a fair-sized 
book on the Georgia Tallents and small 
compilations on two groups from Anson 
County, North Carolina.- This has been 
supplemented by several booklets on 
various branches who removed to Tennes
see. A comprehensive account was sched
uled for release in 1994. 

The organization hopes to correct infor
mation that has been published in the past. 
The goal is to document the research and to 
expose any errors. In the meantime, pooling 
information has proved to be helpful and 
enjoyable for the members as they share the 

results of their individual search. 
[Those interested may contact William 

1. "Joe" Tallent, President, 5419 Somer
set Lane, Harrisburg, NC 28075.] 

* * * * 
The Fuqua Family Foundation is not a 

membership organization but provides a 
quarterly publication, The Fuqua Founda
tion News. The group acts as a clearing 
house for genealogical information based 
on what is submitted. They have a data
base not only of genealogical knowledge, 
but also of electronically scanned photo
graphs relating to persons in the database. 
Information is provided without charge 
from the database, upon request. Please 
include a SASE with the request. 

[For more information contact Frank 
Fuqua, President, P.O. Box 260068, 
Littleton, CO 80126-0068.] 

Come Join Us! 
The annual Federation of Genealogical Societies "Conference of the 
Nation's Genealogists," this year hosted by the Seattle Genealogical 
Society, will be held from 20-23 September, 1995. Come to our 
lectures, workshops, vendor exhibits and social events. Learn, look 
and live it up! For additional information, write to FGS/SGS 
Conference, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385. 

FROM SEA TO 
SHINING SEA 
FGS ·1995 · SGS 

Strays 
The following references to a family or 
individual appear in records in states 
beyond their state of residence. If you find 
one of these "strays," send a postcard 
with 1) name(s) involved; 2) residence 
when record was created; 3) type and date 
of record and citation; 4) present location 
of record; 5) your full name and address. 
Print the information clearly and mail the 
postcard to U.S. Strays, FGS Editorial 
Office, P. O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 
60558. For a copy of a postcard entry, 
send a SASE and the file number (7:2:x) 
to the above address. 

7:2: 1. Alexander Handlin of Piedmont 
Kansas, murdered 1889 in Chickasaw 
Nation, Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) 
enroute to Texas. [J. Rex, OK] 

7:2:2. Obituary Martha Smith Wilbanks 
of South Carolina (1794-1824) died Ala
bama. [J. Rex, OK] 

7:2:3. Biography of William Henry Wil
banks of South Carolina in Arkansas 
newspaper, 1899. [J. Rex, OK) 

7: 2: 4. Dorothy PrissiIIa Skinner, 17 mos. , 
photographed in Galesburg, Illinois. [Sten
gele, IL] 

7:2:5. M/M Sheffer and M/M Snyder of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, visit daughters 
Briggs and Sheffer in California. 
[Childers, CAl 

7:2:6. Death in 1923 of Isaac Newton 
Carr of Wellman, Washington county, 
Iowa, while visiting his daughter, Mary 
Isabel Hull. Recorded Pamona, Los An
geles county, California. [Magnuson, IL] 
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
The Indiana Historical Society is ask

ing for donations of women's history and 
black history material to the Society's 
William Henry Smith Memorial Library. 
Personal papers, letters and diaries, pho
tographs, organizational records, records 
of activities groups, and records of busi
nesses started and operated by women or 
African-Americans in Indiana are sought. 
Examples of black history material at the 
IRS library are the Madam C. J. Walker 
collection; the papers of state legislator 
Jesse L. Dickinson; the George P. Stewart 
collection, which includes material on the 
Indianapolis Recorder, the third-longest 
continuously published African-American 
newspaper in the country; the papers of 
attorney Henry J. Richardson Jr.; and the 
records of Citizens Forum, an Indianapolis 
neighborhood improvement association. For 
more information about the women's 
history and black history material avail
able at the IHS library, or to donate 
items, call (317) 232-1879. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Staff members with the Virginia News

paper Project at the Library of Virginia 
(L VA) seeks help from the public in 
locating existing copies of 41 titles of 
African-American newspapers published 
in Virginia. The earliest title, The Virginia 
Star, first appeared in Richmond in 1877. 
The L VA has a few issues of this title. 
Other African American newspapers were 
published in Alexandria, Charlottsville, 
Lynchburg, Newport News, Norfolk, 
Petersburg, Richmond, Roanoke, South 
Boston, and StaJ.lnton. Individuals or 
families who may own issues are asked to 
consider either donating their papers to 
the LV A or allowing the newspapers to be 
copied. If you have whole issues, not 
clippings, you would like to donate to the 
VNP, or have copies, please contact Errol 
Somay, Virginia Newspaper Project, The 
Virginia State Library, 11th Street at 
Capitol Square, Richmond, VA 23219-
3491; (804) 786-8041. [March 7, 1995 
press release from The Library of Virginia] 

BLACK DUTCH 
Do you have a family tradition of 

Ethnic/International 
Black Dutch ancestry? If you are engaged 
in primary-source research on lines al
leged to be Black Dutch, you are asked to 
submit your findings to the Black Dutch 
Project. Established by the National Gene
alogical Society Quarterly, the project is 
under the supervision of Quarterly advisor 
GeLee Corley Hendrix, CG, FASG. The 
project intends to be a national clearing
house to correlate and analyze the findings 
of studies of Black Dutch ancestry. Guide
lines for submissions are as follows: for 
the ancestor whom tradition identifies as 
Black Dutch, provide (1) the details of 
any traditional account offered by the 
family to explain this person's ethnicity; 
(2) an Ahnentafel table for that ancestor, 
including pertinent dates and places for 
each generation; (3) any primary-source 
documentation that has been accumulated 
relative to the ethnicity of this ancestry or 
any of his/her progenitors. Contributions 
should include a self-addressed postcard 
by which the project director can 
acknowledge receipt. Materials cannot be 
returned. An original copy or an only 
copy of a document should not be posted. 
Submitted materials should be addressed 
to: Mrs. GeLee Corley Hendrix, CG, 
FASG, 3 Acorn Court, Greenville, SC 
29609. Please note: the Quarterly staff 
cannot conduct research for any individual 
participant or respond with personal anal
yses of individual problems. All submitted 
materials will become part of the data 
base and will ultimately be deposited in 
the NGS Library, unless a participant 
requests destruction of his or her dona
tion. [NGS Quarterly 82:4 (December 
1994)] 

HAWAIIAN 
During the "Great Mahele" between 

1846 and 1855, the common people of 
Hawaii were permitted to submit claims 
for the small holdings they lived on called 
"kuleana." The "kuleana" were usually 
house and garden lots on land previously 
held by the chiefs, government, and king. 
A Board of Commissioners to Quiet Land 
Titles heard testimony and made decisions 
on nearly 12,000 claims. Once awarded, 
a "kuleana" claim was to be surveyed, a 
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commutation fee paid, and a royal patent 
obtained. Not all claimants completed the 
process. Most "kuleana" claims were 
from Hawaiians but a few foreigners who 
had married Hawaiians or received lands 
from chiefs for services rendered also 
registered claims. The testimony taken 
during the nine years is on file at the 
Hawaii State Archives. Indices of Awards 
made by the Board of Commissioners to 
Quiet Land Titles was published in 1929 
and lists the name of the land awarded, 
claimant names and award number. The 
Hawaii State Archives is at Iolani Palace 
Grounds, 478 SouthKing Street, Honolu
lu, HI 96813. [Ke Ka 'auhau: The Geneal
ogist, newsletter of the Sandwich Islands 
Genealogical Society 3:5 (October-No
vember 1994)] 

ITALIAN 
The Italian Genealogical Group of New 

York meets on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month from September to June and pub
lishes a monthly newsletter which de
scribes meetings, notices of new books 
and articles on Italian Genealogy. Since 
forming in January 1994, the group has 
grown to almost 100 members. In April 
1995, they co-sponsored a Roots XI Semi
nar with the Huntington Historical Society 
and the Irish Family Forum and brought 
Italian genealogist Louis Mendola from 
Italy to speak at the conference. The 
group may be contacted at 7 Grayon 
Drive, Dix Hills, New York 11746. [Let
ter dated February 28, 1995 from June C. 
DeLalio] 

JEWISH 
Some 360,000 entries of Jews mur

dered in the Holocaust will be removed 
from the International Genealogical Index 
(IGI) as the result of an agreement signed 
on May 3, 1995, by representatives of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day 
Saints and members of the Jewish commu
nity. The agreement ends the practice of 
Mormon posthumously baptizing Jews 
who were not direct ancestors of Mor
mons. 

The landmark accord is the culmination 



of more than two years of discussions 
between the LDS Church and members of 
the Jewish genealogical community who 
first discovered the entries. 

The agreement cans for: 
• Removal from the next issue of the 

IGI, the names of all posthumously bap
tized Jewish Holocaust victims which 
appeared in four major extractions who 
are not direct ancestors of living members 
of the Church. 

• Provide a list of all Jewish Holocaust 
victims whose names are to be removed 
from the IGI to the Jewish organizations 
that are parties to the agreement. 

• Reaffirm the policy and issue a 
directive to all officials and members of 
the Church to discontinue any future 
baptisms of deceased Jews, when identi
fied or known to be Jews, except if they 
were direct ancestors of living members 
of the Church or the Church had the 
written approval of all living members of 
the deceased's immediate family. 

• Confirm this policy in all relevant 
literature produced by the Church. 

• Remove from the IGI in the future 
the names of all deceased Jews who are so 

Microfiche 
CONNECTICUT 
566 Connecticut Maple Leaf, V4 12. Pub. 1989 by 

French-Canadian Gen. Soc. of CT. Contents: 
1902 Poll Tax & Early French Canadians -
Southbridge, MA; Genealogy of Berube, Cyr, 
Viens, Leroy, & others; plus more. $ 8.00 

7C'£J Sketches ... People & Place of New Hartford ... 
1714-1881forTown Hill & West Hill. $ 8.00 

791 Sketches ... People & Place of New Hartford ... 
1714-1881 for North Village. $ 3.00 

12 CT, Hartford Co., Weathersfleld births, marriages 
& deaths 1665-1800. $ 3.00 

13 CT, Framlngton Ch. Rec. 1652-1678 $ 3.00 
71 CT, Hartford b,md" & d -1639-1750; 

Windsor md & d - 1640-1835 $ 3.00 
400 CT, Hartford Co. 'Births, Marriages & Deaths 

Returned from Hartford, Windsor & Fairfield 
and Entries in the Early Land Records of the 
Colony of Conn. 1640-1n4, by Edsin Stanley 
Weller, Pub. 1898. $ 5.00 

325 History of Middlesex Co. by Beers $30.00 
033 Vital Rec. of East Haddam, Middletown and 

Saybrook CT 1640-1755 $ 3.00 
552 Index to his!. of Middlesex Co. Beers $ 3.00 
784 Headstone Inscriptions for Killingly CT (1747-

1934) from Hale Collection. $21.00 

identified if they are known to be improp
erly included counter to the Church's 
policy. 

The agreement stated that (Jewish) 
records for genealogical purposes only 
will continue to be kept and made avail
able to the public. 

NORWEGIAN 
"Norwegian Telecom, the state tele

phone company, has established a group 
called "Teleslekt" which is working at 
computerizing the 1865-1900 Norwegian 
census record, church records, and emi
grant lists. They hope eventually to mar
ket this material through transcripts, on
line systems and possibly hot-line servic
es. On another front, Faith Ann Sevilla is 
in charge of the Norwegian-American 
Collection at the University of Oslo Li
brary. She asks that persons having a 
Norwegian-American family history for 
sale please contact her at University of 
Oslo Library, Norwegian-American Col
lection, Drammensveien 42, N-0255, 
Oslo, Norway." [Questing Heirs, News
letter of the Long Beach Genealogical 
Society (March 1995)] 

ILLINOIS 
515 Archival Holdings of Northern IL Conference of 

United Meth. Ch. Rec. date 1837-1992. $ 3.00 
803 1871 Atlas of McDonough Co., IL Lists name, 

where born, when came & where from. $15.00 

IOWA 
366 History of Upper Iowa Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church 1856-1906. 
Includes biographies of church officials and lay 
members. $12.00 

520 Iowa Ex-Soldiers living in 1885 $30.00 
798 1895 Butler Co., Atlas. land owners $10.00 
800 1895 Floyd Co., Atlas. land owners $10.00 
MASSACHUSETTS 
498 Woburn Births 1640-1873, 3 fiche $ 8.00 
499 Woburn Deaths 1640-1873, 3 fiche $ 8.00 
500 Woburn Marr. 1640-1873, 4 fiche $12.00 
501 Woburn Epitaphs 1640-1873, 2 fiche $ 8.00 
740 Woburn History 1640-1860, Contains history, 

Am Ref. Soldiers, genealogies & more. $20.00 
341 Burial Hill in Plymouth Pub. 1894 $12.00 
075 Plymouth Co. Ch. Rec. 1634-1803 $ 3.00 
386 Plymouth Co. Marr. before 1800 V2 $ 8.00 
315 Abington Births 1711-1850,3 fiche $ 8.00 
316 Abington Marr. 1720-1850, 4 fiche $12.00 
194 Duxbury Vital Rec 1637-1850, 4 fiche $12.00 
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SCOTS 
"Lanark Society Settlers: Ships' Lists of 

the Glasgow Emigration Society 1821, 
compiled by Gerald A. Neville and pub
lished by the British Isles Family History 
Society of Greater Ottawa. This is a 
nominal index of 415 heads of families 
representing 1,883 men, women, and 
children. They were members of 37 emi
gration societies who sailed to Canada on 
four ships in 1821 and settled in Lanark 
County in Ontario. The index provides the 
ages of each parent, the sex and age 
groups of children, and the name of the 
ship. The ships' lists were lost for some 
thirty years until found last year by the 
National Archives of Canada. The loca
tion oflists for three ships that sailed in 
1820 is unknown. The index supplements 
Carol Bennett's The Lanark Society Set
tlers which deals mainly with the pioneer 
generation and the conditions under which 
they lived and worked on both sides of the 
Atlantic." Order from BIFHSGO, P.O. 
Box 38026, Ottawa, ON K2C INO. [Brian 
O'Regan, president and editor, 
BIFHSGO] 

~1/U4-~ 
188 Halifax Vital Rec 1734-1850, 2 fiche $ 8.00 
582 Hanover Vital Rec in7 -1857, 4 fiche $12.00 
NEBRASKA 
481 Neb. Roster of Soldiers in 1812 & CW $15.00 
7941889 York Co. Atlas Patron's list has name, 

occupation, when came, & where from $10.00 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
51 Weare Ceme. inscriptions 1780-1933. $ 3.00 
766 Hancock Cerne. inscriptions 1800-1911 $ 8.00 
NEW YORK 
783 Buffalo Historical Soc. Lib. Manuscripts as of 

1910. Lists many gen. manuscripts. $ 3.00 
437 Buffalo City Directory for 1832. $ 3.00 
120 Buffalo City Directory for 1844. $ 3.00 
PENNSYLVANIA 
596 Pennsylvania 1700 Printed census $21.00 
589 Bucks Co., Original 1800 Census $ 8.00 
743 Bucks Co. Cemetery Rec. 170S-1970 $ 8.00 
587 His!. of Bucks Co. Davis, Pub. 19C'£J $33.00 
711 Green Co., Original 1820 Census $ 8.00 
FAMILY HISTORIES 
732 Alden, 1637-1849, by Mrs C.L. Alden $ '.00 
005 Ancestors of Stuart M. Bailey $ 3.00 
022 Samuel Bell', Riddle 1756-1982 $ 8.00 
719 Champion by Trowbridge, pub 1891 $24.00 

'

Catalog $1.00 (no postage & handling) or free with order. Postage & handling $2.00. To get on the mailing list, send a 
list of your counties of interest. As fiche becomes available for your counties, you will receive a "NEW FICHE LIST". 

Ancestor publishers, 6166 Janice Way FF 954, Arvada, CO 80001 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-373-0816, in Colorado 1-303-420-3460 
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FROM SMITH TO BOSCH 
THE 5,000 MOST COMMON SURNAMES 

The Encyclopedia of American Family Names provides comprehensive information about 
the 5,000 most common surnames in the United States, as reported by the federal government. 
It also gives thousands of derivations from these root names, bringing to over 10,000 

the total number of surnames 
listed in the book. 

In addition to its etymological 
roots, each name is ranked in 
terms of its prevalence-from 
Smith (# I) to Bosch (#5000) 
-and most names include inter
esting narratives of prominent 
Americans bearing the surname. 
In many entries, a list of published 
genealogies is included, a feature 
not found in any other book on 
family names. 

Designed to meet the specialized 
needs of a variety of researchers, 
the Encyclopedia of American 
Family Names is an invaluable 
tool to both beginning and 
advanced genealogists. 

Hardcover, $40.00, 
768 pages, 

ISBN 0-06-270075-8. 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR 
LOCAL BOOKSTORE 

=: HarperCollinsPublishers 
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Organizations are encouraged to send the 
names and qualifications of speakers 
enjoyed by their group to the FGS Editori
alOffice, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, 
IL 60558-0271. Speakers who are recom
mended will be invited to submit informa
tion and a photograph to Forum. 

Genealogical research has been part of 
Sheila Benedict's life for almost twenty 
years. Her prior career in public relations 
and political consulting required a rigor
ous lecture schedule and expert research 
skills. When she became a full-time gene
alogical and historical researcher, having 
that background on which to build made 
genealogical lecturing a natural next step. 

In addition to having earned the title of 
Certified Genealogical Record Specialist, 
Mrs. Benedict has completed American 
Genealogy: A Basic Course, the home 
study program of the National Genealogi
cal Society. She has taken courses at the 
National Institute on Genealogical Re
search and the Institute of Genealogy and 
Historical Research at Samford University 
and attended many seminars and college 
courses on public speaking. 

Two lectures draw upon Mrs. Bene-

Sheila Benedict, CGRS 

dict's years of research in her home state: 
California Genealogical Research and 
California's Role in the Civil War. Her 
lectures on skills transcend state lines, how-

FGSFORUM 

ever, and she prides herself on bold, inven
tive research techniques in topics such as 
Collecting, Recording and Evaluating Re
search Data. Learning to Go Beyond Con-

o ventional Research Sources motivates the 
audience to seek little-used sources and 
study familiar documents with new eyes. 
Several titles deal with specific records, such 
as: city directories, county histories, maps, 
newsletters, land records, and probate files. 

Mrs. Benedict prefers hotel accommo
dations although home housing is consid
ered under certain situations. No restric
tions are placed on travel, and personal 
taping is allowed at local meetings provid
ing duplication not be made of the tapes. 
A single lecture falls in the $50-$150 
range; the fee for more than one lecture in 
a workshop/seminar setting is between 
$300-425. Handout originals are provided 
and lectures are accompanied by transpar
encies. 

Contact Sheila Benedict, CGRS, P.O. 
Box 335, Nuevo, CA 92567-0335; tele
phone (909) 928-9875; fax (908) 928-
0220. (Sheila Benedict was recommended 
for this column by the California State 
Genealogical Alliance.) 

How do you pick A pRofESsioNAl 
-wiT~ CONfidENCE? 

Since 1964 

Your research is a priceless investment. 
To help you be an informed consumer, we offer . .. 

BCG ROSTER of GENEALOGISTS CERTIFIED: 1995 
RESEARChERS, EdiTORS, INSTRUCTORS, LECTURERS, libRARiANS, ANd WRiTERS 

(U.S. ANd AbROAd) 

72 pp. POSTPAid: U.S. $8 • CANAdA $9 • ElsEWhERE $10 

Skill, quality, and ethics . . . tested ... approved. 
Always backed by the arbitration services of BGG. 

BOARD FOR CERTIFICATION OF GENEALOGISTS 
P.O. Box ~816,DEpT. F 
FAIMouT~, VA 2240~,~816 
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Events should have importance beyond a particular geographic area. Submit calendar items by July 28 for an October 15 delivery 
to readers, or October 1 for a January 15 delivery to readers. Include name and description of event, date, place, contact name 
and address or phone number. Send Calendar items to FGS Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558. 

1995 
July 21-22, Springdale, Arkansas: The 4 

Corners '95 Ancestor Fair will include 
a full day of genealogy workshops and 
social events on Friday with the fair 
and special consultants on Saturday. 
Send an SASE to 4 Corners, 509 W. 
Spring St., Fayetteville, AR 72701, or 
call Ann Sugg (50l) 521-2020. 

July 23-30, Calgary, Alberta: American 
Historical Society of Germans from 
Russia 26th annual convention. Speak
ers and seminars on the history, heri
tage and genealogy of Germans from 
Russia. Theme: "Harvest of Memo
ries." Write: AHSGR Heritage Center, 
631 D Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, or 
call (402) 474-3363. 

July 24-28, Richardson, Texas: The 
Third Annual Genealogical Institute of 
Texas will feature hands-on, intensive 
instruction for every serious genealo
gist, beginner to advanced, in a one
week format. 1995 courses will include 
Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced, 
The American Melting Pot, Genealogi
cal Writing, Problem Solving: Ad
vanced, Hispanic Family Research and 
Exploring Research Facilities. Course 
coordinators are Paula Stuart Warren, 
John Philip Colletta, James W. War
ren, George K. Schweitzer, Mary 
McCampbell Bell, Desmond Walls 
Allen, George Ryskamp and Sammie 
Townsend Lee. Lloyd DeWitt Bock
struck will serve as a featured instruc
tor and GIT adviser. An informational 
brochure is available from GIT, P.O. 
Box 832856, Richardson, TX 75083-
2856; (214) 341-0212. 

July 28-29, Marietta, Ohio: Chapter 
Management Seminar sponsored by the 
Ohio Genealogical Society will present 
topics to assist in all phases of society 
management. Contact OGS, P.O. Box 
2625, Mansfield, OH 44906-0625, or 
call (419) 522-9077 for details. 
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July 29, New Albany, Indiana: The 
Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
presents Arlen Eakle, PhD, in an all
day workshop. Contact SIGS, P.O. 
Box 665, New Albany, IN 47151-
0665. 

August 1-5, Provo, Utah: Brigham 
Young University Conferences and 
Workshops offers courses for genealo
gists at all levels on topics such as 
Personal Ancestral File; American, 
English, and Scottish research; and 
many specialty research topics. Guest 
speaker Lloyd D. Bockstruck will 
lecture on Southern States research. 
Call (801) 378-4853 for details. 

August 4-5, Middleburg Heights, Ohio: 
East European Genealogy Conference 
sponsored by the Federation of East 
European Family History Societies. 
Seventeen speakers will present almost 
two dozen lectures on topics ranging 
from the Current Status of LDS Micro
filming in Eastern Europe to Your 
Ancestral Village in Europe: Following 
the Paper Trail. Contact FEEFHS, 
P.O. Box 501, 1380 West 117th Street, 
Lakewood, OH 44107. 

August 4-5, Fulton, Missouri: The Mis
souri State Genealogical Association 
will feature Sandra Hargreaves Lueb
king, whose topics will include: Cir
cumventing Blocked Lines; Research in 
Illinois; Uncommon Sources, A Pro
fessional's Checklist. Other topics will 
be covered by supporting speakers. For 
more information, contact Nancy W. 
Thomas, 3204 Wood Dale Ln., Co
lumbia, MO 65203; (314) 449-8671. 

August 17-19, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 
International Reunion of the Seeley Ge
nealogical Society. Speakers include 
Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, 
and Gordon Remington, FUGA. Also 
workshops and roundtables. Contact 
Marshall B. Seelye, 314B Rd #1, 
Vaughn RR, Hudson Falls, NY 12839; 

(310) 834-6244. 

August 21, Stillwater, Oklahoma: The 
Payne County Genealogical Society 
will present Marsha Hoffman Rising. 
Mrs. Rising will speak on topics that 
include -Roads Into Missouri" and 
-Roads Out of Missouri." Contact 
Mrs. Grace Barreau, 210 N. Manning, 
Stillwater, OK 74075; (405) 372-0130. 

August 24-26, Los Angeles, California: 
The British Isles Family History Soci
ety of Los Angeles is sponsoring, a 
Genealogical Research Seminar. Speak
ers include Dean Hunter, Dwight 
Radford, Nancy Bier, Nancy Carlberg, 
George Coulter, Don Hirst, and Annie 
Lloyd. Topics include Colonial Ameri
cans & Their Records at PRO, Scots
Irish in America, Welsh in America & 
Connecting Them to Wales, Finding 
Your Irish Foremothers. Contact 
BIFHSLA, 2531 Sawtelle Blvd #134, 
Los Angeles, CA 90064-3163. 

September 5-11, Belfast, N. Ireland: The 
Ulster Historical Foundation presents 
its fifth family history conference 
entitled, Famine Forebears: Searching 
for That Elusive Irish Ancestor. For 
details contact Shane McAteer, Ulster 
Historical Foundation, 12 College 
Square East, Belfast BTl 6DD, N. 
Ireland. 

September 8-9, Bardstown, Kentucky: 
The Lokrig Family History Association 
will hold a convention highlighting 
member names such as Lockridge, 
Lochridge, Loughridge, Laughridge, 
Lottridge, etc. Contact LFHA presi
dent H. Oscar Lochridge, 4914 Rey
nolds Road, Ft. Worth, TX 76180. 

September 8-10, Ottawa, Ontario: Eight 
major presentations by well-known 
speakers on English, Scottish, Irish 
and Welsh topics will be featured at 
the conference of the British Isles 
Family History Society of Greater 



Ottawa. The Whiteside Memorial 
Lecture will be delivered by Dr. Bruce 
S. Elliott, noted author, lecturer and 
historian (Carleton University). Con
tact person: Jim Heal, conference 
chairman, (613) 828-9569. 

September 9, Port Angeles, Washington: 
Heritage Quest Road Show, led by 
Leland Meitzler, will be sponsored by 
the Clallam County Genealogical Soci
ety. Call the CCGS library at (360) 
417-2384 for details. 

September 9, Waco (Bellmead), Texas: 
The Laura Lee Layne Workshop pre
sented by the Central Texas Genealogi
cal Society, Inc., will feature Mr. 
Lloyd D. Bockstruck who is head of 
the genealogy section of the Dallas 
Public Library and the author of The 
Family Tree column in the Dallas 
Morning News. Contact CTGS, 1717 
Austin Ave., Waco, TX 76701. 

September 16, Denver, Colorado: The 
Computer Interest Group of the Colo
rado Genealogical Society 1995 Sym
posium will feature Brian Mavro
george. Several well-known local 
genealogical professionals will also 
participate. Write to Pat Kemper, 
31127 Joanie Road, Golden, CO 
80403-8455, for details. 

September 16, Plainview, Long Island, 
New York: Judith Eccles Wright, AG, 
British Isles Reference Consultant, 
LDS Family History Library, will 
conduct an all-day seminar for the Irish 
History Family Forum, Inc. Among 
the topics to be presented are Northern 
Ireland Research and Finding the Place 
of Origin in Ireland of Your Elusive 
Ancestor. Contact IFHF, Box 351, 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571-0351. 

September 16-17, McHenry, Illinois: 
Family History Expo '95, co-spon
sored by the McHenry County IL 
Genealogical Society and McHenry 
County College will be held in the 
College Conference Center. The two
day event will feature booths, exhibits, 
displays, demonstrations, and programs 
focused on genealogy and family histo
ry. Write to MCIGS, P.O. Box 184, 
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0184. 

September 17, Louisville, Kentucky: The 
Louisville Genealogical Society's all
day seminar will feature Helen F. M. 
Leary. The theme will be Clutching at 
Straws and Other Last-Ditch Efforts: 
What to do When All Else Fails. Con
tact Barbara F. Davis, 4904 Cooper 
Chapel Road, Louisville, KY 40229-
1211; (502) 969-0605. 

September 20-23, Seattle, Washington: 
The Federation of Genealogical 
Societies and the Seattle Genealogical 
Society will present a major national 
conference attended by more than 
one thousand genealogists. The event 
will feature an array of nationally 
known speakers, vendors and exhib
its from throughout the country and 
a series of special events in keeping 
with the theme, From Sea to Shining 
Sea. All conference details, registra
tion, vendor and speaker information 
are available from FGS Business 
Office, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84110-3385; (801) 254-2785. 
General inquiries about the Seattle 
area may be obtained by fax (206) 
365-6302. 

September 23-24, Doylestown, Pennsyl
vania: Family Ancestry Fair, two days 
of special speakers and exhibitions 
including computers, preservation, 
books, periodicals, and maps, will be 
sponsored by the Bucks County Genea
logical Society, P.O. Box lO92, 
Doylestown, PA 18901. Call (215) 
230-9410 for details. 

September 29, Moorhead, Minnesota: The 
twentieth annual workshop at Moor
head State University features James 
and Paula Stuart Warren who will 
present seven topics on research meth
odology. There will also be workshops 
on computers and European research. 
Contact Continuing Education, Moor
head State University, Moorhead, MN 
56563. 

October 6-7, Marshalltown, Iowa: The 
Iowa Genealogical Society will present 
The Middle Atlantic to the Middle 
West featuring Dr. George K. Schwei
tzer on Migration Trails, New York, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland research, 
as well as Revolutionary War genealo-
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
By STATE 

1995 

Alberta, Calgary: July 23-30 
··Arizona, Tucson: N{)vember 18 
····Arkansas{ Searcy: Qctober .6;';'7 
ArkansaS,SpringdaI~: July 21-22 
California, Glendale: October 21 
California,J.,os Allgeles: August 24-26 
Califor.nia •. Santa Aria: October 12-14 
California,Sallta Fe Springs: October 

14 
California, Sherman Oaks: October 8 
Colorado, Denver: September 16 
Colorado, Fort Collins: . October. 14 
IIliMi~,Car1inville:Octbber 27::'28 
IIliIlois, •. Countryside (Chicago-area): 

October 12-14 
IIIinois,Elgil1: OctOber. 7 
1]linois;· McHenry: September .16-17 
Indiana, Elkhart: QcWber 21 
Inqialla;New Albany: July 29 
Iow~, Marshalltown: October ·6-7 
K.an~~s;Dodge City: October 12 
Kentucky, Bardstown: September 8-9 
Kentucky, Louisville: Septemberl7 
Long Island:New york, Plainview: 

September 16 
Minnesota, Moorhead: September ~? 
Missouri,Fulton: . Augllst 4-:5 .. 

.. N;]reland,Bel(ast: SeptelIlper.5-11 
North Carolina,R~leigh: Oct9per.28 
Ohio, Marietta:;luly28-29 .. 
Ohio, MiddleburgH~i.ghts; August 4-"5 
Oklahoma, Stillwater: August 21 
OntariO, Ottawa:. September8-lO 
Pennsylvania, I)oylestown: September 

23-24· .... 

Texas, Belton: October 8 
Texas, Houston: October 28 
Texas,Richardson: July 24-28 
Texas, Richardson: Qctober 13-14 

.'fexas, Waco (BelliI'lead): September9 
Utah, Provo: Al.Igmt 1-5 
Utah, Salt Lake City: AUgust 17-"19 
Vermont'13~~lington: Octobt}(12'-14 
Virginia,RiChinond:·Oclober 6-7 
WashiIigton, Port Angeles: September 9 
Wisconsin., Milwaukee: October 21 

1996 
Massachusetts, Boston: July 14-19 
New York, Rochester: August14 .. 17 
Tennessee, Nashville: MaY3t-June 2 
Wisconsin,Eau Claire: May 18 
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gy. Contact Don Southwood, CGRS, 
P.O. Box 7735, Des Moines, IA 
50322-7735. 

October 6-7, Richmond, Virginia: 35th 
Anniversary: A Capitol Affair will be a 
two-day event offered by the Virginia 
Genealogical Society. Activities include 
Mary McCampbell Bell leading a Land 
Platting Workshop and Robert Young 
Clay presenting Laws and Practices in 
Virginia. Contact VGS, 5001 West 
Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond, 
VA 23230-3023; (804) 285-8954. 

October 6-7, Searcy, Arkansas: The 
Arkansas Genealogical Society will 
present Jim and Paula Stuart Warren at 
Harding University. A Friday banquet 
will be followed by four lectures on 
Saturday. Contact AGS, P.O. Box 
908, Hot Sprin~s, AR 71902. 

October 7, Carterville, Illinois: The An
nual Fall Conference and Book Fair of 
the Genealogy Society of Southern 
Illinois will feature James R. Johnson 
of Memphis, Tennessee. Topics will 
include Land Records as a Genealogi
cal Source, The Draper Papers, and 
Tennessee Research. A Beginning 
Genealogy class will be offered. Local 
book vendors, a photographer, and 
displays will be available for browsing. 
Contact: Dee Fozzard, 403 S. Division 
Street, Carterville, IL 62918 or call 
(618) 985-3775. 

October 7, Elgin, Illinois: The Chester A. 
Bowser MemQrial Genealogical Lec
ture Program will feature noted speak
ers on a variety of special interest and 
"how-to" topics. A vendor will display 
and the library's genealogical section 
will be available for research. Write to 
Elgin Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 
1418, Elgin, IL 60121-1418, or call 
(708) 695-4409 or (708) 888-1661. 

October 8, Belton, Texas: The Bell Coun
ty Museum presents Redskins and 
Rangers: The Texas Military Frontier, 
a genealogy seminar with guest speaker 
Richard L. Hooverson. Contact Steph
anie Turnham, P.O. Box 1381, Belton, 
TX 76513; (817) 933-5243. 

October 8, Sherman Oaks, California: 
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The Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Los Angeles will sponsor a seminar at 
the Family History Center. Contact 
Geraldine Winerman, JGSLA president 
at (818) 784-7277. 

October 12, Dodge City, Kansas: Gale 
Williams Bamman is the featured 
speaker for the Kansas Genealogical 
Society Seminar. She will present 
Influence of Rivers and Early Roads 
on Settlement in Tennessee, Tenn
essee's Disputes with North Carolina 
and Tennessee's Legislative Divorce 
Petitions. Write KGS, P.O. Box 103, 
Dodge City, KS 67801-0103. 

October 12-14, Burlington, Vermont: The 
New England Regional Genealogial 
Conference will feature free pre-con
ference activities on October 12, a 
large list of national speakers, a sunset 
dinner cruise on Lake Champlain, a 
day of research in Montreal, and many 
surprises. Contact the Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council, P.O. Box 5393, 
Cochituate, MA 01778 for details. 

October 12-14, Countryside (Chicago
area), Illinois: The Czechoslovak 
Genealogical Society International 
presents the fifth genealogial/cultural 
conference featuring tours of Chicago 
area historical sites, including Bohemi
an National Cemetery, a networking 
evening, music and dancing, Parade of 
Kroj, and extensive research opportuni
ties. Write CGSI, P.O. Box 16225, St. 
Paul, MN 55116-0225. 

October 12-14, Santa Ana, California: 
The Southern California Chapter ofthe 
Association of Professional Genealo
gists presents the first annual institute 
on professional genealogy. The fea
tured speaker will be Helen F. M. 
Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, FNGS on A 
Practical Guide to Getting, Keeping, 
and Billing Clients. Contact SCC
APG, c/o Sheila Benedict CGRS, Insti
tute Chairman, P.O. Box 335, Nuevo, 
CA 92567-0335. 

October 13-14, Richardson, Texas: The 
Gulley Family in America invites all 
Gulley, Gully and Gullie descendants 
to the eighth biennial convention/ 
reunion to be held in the Greater Dal-

las area. Scheduled banquet speaker is 
"Bill" Gulley, author of Breaking 
Cover, a journal of his eleven years in 
the White House Military Office. 
Contact Wayne Gulley at (219) 463-
3581 or write to him at 0595 West 050 
North, LaGrange, Indiana 46761. 

October 14, Fort Collins, Colorado: A 
seminar titled People on the Move and 
the Records They Left Behind will 
feature William Dollarhide, Valarie 
Lair, and Phil Walker, local historian 
and radio newscaster. Contact the 
Larimer County Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 9502, Fort Collins, CO 
80525-9502. 

October 14, Santa Fe Springs, California: 
Celebration of Our Latin/Hispanic 
Roots will offer speakers, refresh
ments, sales items, door prizes, and a 
chance to display pedigree charts. 
Sponsored by the Genealogical Society 
of Hispanic America, Southern Califor
nia Branch, P.O. Box 2472, Santa Fe 
Springs, CA 90670-2472. 

October 20-21, Springfield, Missouri: 
The Ozarks Genealogical Society's 
conference, Researching Mid-Atlantic 
States will feature Dr. George K. 
Schweitzer. Mini sessions, book ven
dors and more. OGS Library will be 
open on Friday. SASE for details to 
OGS, Conference Registrar, P.O. Box 
3494, Springfield, MO 65804-3494. 

October 21, Elkhart, Indiana: The Elkhart 
County Genealogical Society will 
sponsor an Everton's Climbing Your 
Family Tree Can Be Fun Workshop. 
Contact Elaine Spires Smith, 59201 
Merrimac Lane, Elkhart, IN 46517. 

October 21, Glendale, California: Annual 
German Genealogy Day speaker is to 
be Trudy Schenk, German genealogist 
and coauthor, Wuntemberg Emigration 
Index. Topics include Naming Patterns 
and Emmigration Patterns. Details 
from Marilyn Deatherage (818) 348-
6444 or write the Immigrant Gene
alogical Society, P.O. Box 7369, 
Burbank, CA 91510-7369. 

October 21, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 
Desmond Walls Allen is the featured 



speaker for the Wisconsin State Genea
logical Society. Contact John A. Bris
see, Rt 2529 Echo Valley Rd., Brook
lyn, WI 53521-9448; (608) 835-9750. 

October 27-28, Carlinville, Illinois: A 
Sampler of Genealogy at Its Best will 
feature ten speakers, including Des
mond Walls Allen, Edward J. O'Day, 
Loretto Dennis Szucs, and Curt 
Witcher. This is the fall conference of 
the Illinois State Genealogical Society 
and will include awards presentations, 
a local society presidents' luncheon, 
exhibits and door prizes, and the ISGS 
annual meeting. Contact the ISGS 
Executive Office, P.O. Box 10195, 
Springfield, IL 62791-0195; (217) 789-
1968. 

October 28, Houston, Texas: The Hous
ton Genealogical Forum's 1995 work
shop will feature Marsha Hoffman 
Rising. Contact William R. Swear
ingen, Chair, P.O. Box 271466, Hous
ton, TX 77277-1466. 

October 28, Raleigh, North Carolina: 
Elizabeth Shown Mills CG, CGL, FASG 
will present a problem-solving work
shop for the North Carolina Genealogi
cal Society. For registration informa-

Ancestry means: 

tion contact Helen Bell Leverton, 
Program Chair, NCGS, 200 West 
Cornwall Road, No. 113, Cary, NC 
27511. 

November 18, Tucson, Arizona: Helen F. 
M. Leary, CG, CGL, FASG, will pres
ent A Workshop on Genealogical 
Problem Solving: Dead Ends and Open 
Roads, for the Arizona State Genealog
ical Society. Topics are Seeing Your 
Ancestors as Real People; Avoiding 
Dead Ends: Birth, Death, Marriage, 
Identity, and Relationships; and How 
to Backtrack an Ancestor Who Has 
Moved. Call (602) 299-2283. 

1996 
May 18, Eau Claire, Wisconsin: Annual 

Meeting of the Wisconsin State Genea
logical Society will include a program 
by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. Con
tact John A. Brissee, Rt 2 529 Echo 
Valley Rd., Brooklyn, WI 53521-9448; 
(608) 835-9750. 

May 31-June 2, Nashville, Tennessee: 
The Rose Family Association will hold 
its sixth Rose Genealogical Research 
Conference at the Marriott Hotel. 
Speakers will include Christine Rose, 
CG, CGL, FASG and Gale Williams 

1~111S'I' llll) 
for YOUR Family History 
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Bamman, CG. For details contact: 
Rose Family Association, 1474 Monte
legre Dr., San Jose, CA 95120-4831. 

July 14-19, Boston, Massachusetts: The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston will host the Summer Seminar 
on Jewish Genealogy at the Park Plaza 
Hotel. The event will feature over fifty 
speakers from throughout the world. 
Contact JGSGB, P.O. Box 366, New
ton Highlands, MA 02161-0003; (617) 
784-0387. 

August 14-17, Rochester, New York: In 
Your Ancestors' Image, the annual 
national conference of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies will be host
ed by the Rochester Genealogical 
Society. Details will be published in 
fall issue of FORUM or write FGS 
Business Office, P.O. Box 3385, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84110-3385. 

AndPi,.a~ly ... 
New Society 

Calhoun County Historical & Genealogi
cal Society, P.O. Box 114, Pittsboro, MS 
38915. [Dallas Genealogical Society 
Newsletter 19:2 (March-April 1995)] 

Ancestry is the first choice for all your family history research needs. From the highest quality 
reference volumes to individual research services, Ancestry is the acknowledged leader in products 
and services for the world of genealogy. The ANCESTRY magazine and Genealogical Computing 
quarterly provide priceless research tips and practical information to our subscribers. 
For more information and a FREE CATALOG ($2.50 value), 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-ANCESTRY 
(262-3787) 

Or 
Write: A~~ry. 

P.O. Box 476 
Salt Lake City, UT 84110-0476 
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Federation of Genealogical Societies-Member Societies 
As of 12 May 1995 

(N) denotes new member 
• denotes charter member 

ALABAMA 

Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Institute of Genealogy & Historical Research, Samford 

University 
Montgomery Genealogical Society 
Natchez Trace Genealogical Society 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks Genealogical Society 

ARIZONA 

Apache Genealogical Society 
Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board (N) 
Arizona State Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Yuma Arizona 
Genealogical Workshop of Mesa 
Green Valley Genealogical Society 
Jensen-Petersen-Elkjer Family Association 
Mesa Family History Center 
Northern Arizona Genealogical Society 
Phoenix Genealogical Society, The 
Sun Cities Genealogical Society Library 
W. W. Genealogy Club (N) 

ARKANSAS 
Arkansas Genealogical Society 
Professional Genealogists of Arkansas, Inc. 

CALIFORNIA 

Boyt-Boyet/t/e/ Family 
British Isles Family History Soc of Los Angeles 
California African-American Genealogy Society 
California Genealogical Society - Library 
California State Genealogical Alliance 
Carlsbad City Library 
Conejo Valley Genealogical Society 
Contra Costa County Genealogical Society 
Cork Family History (N) 
East Kern Genealogical Society 
Genealogical and Historical Council Sacramento Valley 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America (N) 
Genealogical Society of Morongo Basin (N) 
Genealogical Society of Riverside • 
Genealogical Society of Santa Cruz County, Inc. (N) 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
German Research Association, Inc. 
Glendora Genealogical Group 
Immigrant Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Los Angeles 
Jurupa Valley Genealogy Society 
Kern County Genealogical Society 
Lake County Genealogical Society 
Lake Elsinore Genealogical Society 
Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society 
Los Angeles Westside Genealogical Society 
Monterey County Genealogical Society 
Napa Valley Genealogical & Biographical Society 
Orange County Genealogical Society 
POINT/POINTers 
Pasadena Genealogy Society 
Pomona Valley Genealogical Society 
Questing Heirs Genealogical Society 
Rose Family Association 
Sacramento German Genealogy Society, Inc. (N) 
San Diego Genealogical Society 
San Diego Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Fernando Valley Genealogical Society 
San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 
San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society 
San Mateo County Genealogical Society 
Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society 
Santa Clara County Hist & Genealogical Society 
Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society Library 
Solano County Genealogical Society 
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South Bay Cities Genealogical Society 
Southern California Genealogical Society 
Vandenberg Genealogical Society 
Whittier Area Genealogical Society 

COWRADO 
Aurora Genalogical Society of Colorado 
Boulder Genealogical Society • 
Colorado Chapter/Ohio Genealogical Society 
Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
Colorado Genealogical Society • 
Columbine Gen and Hist Society, Inc .• 
Foothills Genealogical Society of Colorado, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Hispanic America 
Larimer County Genealogical Society 
Longmont Genealogical Society 
Penrose Genealogy Library 
Pikes Peak Genealogical Society 
Weld County Genealogical Society 

CONNECTICUT 

Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council (N) 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc .• 

DELAWARE 

Delaware Genealogical Society 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, The 
(N) 

District of Columbia Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Speaker's Guild (N) 
NSDAR Library 

FWRIDA 
Alachua County Genealogical Society 
Central Florida Genealogy and Hist Society 
Citrus County Genealogical Society 
Citrus Springs Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Collier County (N) 
Genealogical Society of Hernando County 
Genealogical Society of North Brevard, Inc. 
Genealogical Society of Sarasota 
Genealogical Society of South Brevard • 
Genealogy Society of Bernando County (N) 
Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 
Indian River Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando 
Kinseekers Genealogical Society of Lake County 
Lee County Genealogy Society, Inc. 
Manasota Genealogical Society Inc. 
Palm Beach County Genealogical Society 
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society 
Suncoast Genealogy Society, Inc. 
The Genealogical Society of Broward County Inc. (N) 
The Putnam County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 

GEORGIA 
Cobb County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Ellen Payne Odom Genealogy Library, Inc. 
Georgia Genealogical Society • 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Georgia 
Paulding County Genealogical Society (N) 

HAWAII 

Hawaii County Genealogical Society 
Sandwich Islands Genealogy Society 

IDAHO 

Friends of the Idaho Genealogical Library (N) 
Predmore Pridemore Pridmore Prigmore Association 

ILLINOIS 

Afro-American Genealogical and Historical Society of 
Chicago 

Blackhawk Genealogical Society 
Bureau County Genealogical Society 

Champaign County Genealogical Society 
Chicago Genealogical Society • 
Dupage County Genealogical Society 
Edgar County Genealogical Society 
Elgin Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Elmhurst, The Elmhurst,lL (N) 
Illiana Jewish Genealogical Society (N) 
Illinois State Genealogical Society 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois 
Lithuanian American Genealogical Society 
McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society 
McLean County Genealogical Society 
North Suburban Genealogical Society 
Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists 
Polish Genealogical Society of America 
South Suburban Genealogical and Historical Society • 
Stephenson County Genealogical Society 
Will/Grundy County Genealogical Society 
Zion Genealogical Society 

INDIANA 

Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana • 
Allen County Public Library 
Bartholomew County Genealogical Society 
Blair Society for Genealogical Research 
Clinton County Genealogical Society (N) 
Indiana Genealogy Society, Inc. 
LaPorte County Indiana Genealogical Society 
South Bend Area Genealogical Society 
Southern Indiana Genealogical Society 
Tri-County Genealogical Society 

IOWA 

American/Schleswig-Holstein 
Des Moines County Genealogical Society 
Dubuque County-Key City Gen. Society 
Iowa City Genealogical Society 
Iowa Genealogical Society • 
Iowa State Historical Dept. 
Northeast Iowa Genealogical Society 
Richardson Sloane Genealogical Library 
Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society 

KANSAS 

Atchison County Kansas Genealogical Society 
Cherokee County Genealogical-Historical Society 
Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies 
Liberal Area Genealogical Society 
North Central Kansas Gen Society and Library 
Phillips County Genealogical Society 
Reno County Genealogical Society 
Riley County Genealogical Society 
Topeka Genealogical Society 

KENTUCKY 

Ancestral Trails Historical Society, Inc. 
Louisville Genealogical Society 
McCracken County Genealogical and Historical Society 

(N) 
Scott County Genealogical Society 

LoUISIANA 

Baton Rouge Genealogical and Historical Society 
Genealogy West Inc. 
Imperial SI. Landry Genealogical & Historical Society 
Jefferson Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Jewish Genealogical Society of New Orleans (N) 
Louisiana Genealogical & Historical Society 

MARYLAND 
Catonsville Historical Society, Inc. 
The Genealogical Council of Maryland 
The Lower Delmarva Genealogical Society (N) 

MAsSACHUSETTS 

Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society (N) 



Falmouth Genealogical Society 
Irish Ancestral Research Association 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston 
Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 

South Shore Genealogical Society 
The Genealogical Round Table 

MICHIGAN 

Bay County Genealogical Society 
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
Cheboygan County Genealogical Society 
Dearborn Genealogical Society 
Detroit Public Library 
Downriver Genealogical Society 
Eaton County Genealogical Society (N) 
Flint Genealogical Society 
Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society (N) 
French Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 
Genealogical Society of Washtenaw County 
Grand Traverse Area Genealogical Society 
Historical Society of St. Clair Shores 
Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society 
Kalkaska Genealogical Society (N) 
Library of Michigan - Serials 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Marquette County Genealogical Society 
Michigan Genealogical Council 
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society 
Muskegon County Genealogical Society 
Newaygo County Society of History & Genealogy 
Oceana County Historical Society 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
Roseville Historical and Genealogical Society (N) 
The Detroit Society For Genealogical Research 
Western Wayne County Genealogical Society 

MINNESOTA 

Douglas County Genealogical Society 
Freeborn County Genealogical Society 
Minnesota Genealogical Society 
Mower County Genealogical Society 
Range Genealogical Society 

MISSISSIPPI 
Family Research Association of Mississippi 

MISSOURI 

American Family Records Association (N) 
Genealogical Society of Central Missouri 
Heart of America Genealogical Society & Library, Inc. 

• Jackson County Genealogical Society 
Livingston County Genealogical Society 
Mid-Continent Public Library (N) 
Missouri State Genealogical Association 
Ozarks Genealogical Society Inc. 
Ray County Genealogical Association 
St. Louis Genealogical Society 
Tree Trackers Library 

MONTANA 

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (N) 

NEBRASKA 

Fort Kearny Genealogical Society 
Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Genealogical Society 
Nebraska State Genealogical Society 
Prairie Pioneer Genealogical Society, Inc. 

NEVADA 

Northeastern Nevada Genealogical Society (N) 

NEW JERSEY 

Bunker Family Association 
Genealogical Society of The Westfields 
Monmouth County Genealogy Club I Monmouth County 

Historical Association 

NEW MEXICO 
Alamogordo Genealogical Society (N) 
Genealogy Club, The 

Los Alamos Family History Society 
Southern New Mexico Genealogical Society 

NEW YORK 

Chautauqua County Genealogical Society 
Greater Ridgewood Historical Society 
Italian Genealogical Group of New York (N) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Long Island 
Jewish Genealogical Society, Inc. (Ny) 
Kodak Genealogical Society 
NASSAU Genealogy Workshop 
Rochester Genealogical Society 
Seeley Genealogical Society 
Sumner Family Association 
The Irish Family History Forum, Inc. 
Westchester County Genealogical Society 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Carolinas Genealogical Society (N) 
Council of Genealogy Columnists 
Durham-Orange Genealogical Society 
Haywood County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Kinfolk trackers Genealogical Society 
Old Buncombe County Genealogical Society 
State Library of North Carolina • 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Bismarck-Mandan Historical & Genealogy Society, Inc. 
(N) 

Germans From Russia Heritage Society 

OHIO 
Dayton and Montgomery County Public Library 
East Cuyahoga County Genealogical Society (Chp of 

OGS) 
Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society • 
Hamilton County Chapter of OGS 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Cleveland 
Lorain County Chapter of Ohio Genealogical Society 
Lucas County Chapter - OGS 
Mahoning County Chapter OGS (N) 
Ohio Genealogical Society 
Palatines to America Library 
Pinkham Family History Society (N) 
Washington County Chapter of OGS 

OKLAHOMA 

Canadian County Genealogical Society 
Federation of Oklahoma Genealogical Societies 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society • 
Ottawa County Oklahoma Genealogical Society 
Southwest Oklahoma Genealogical Society 

OREGON 

Belgian Researchers, The 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
Cottage Grove Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc. 
Grants Pass Genealogical Society (N) 
Lebanon Genalogical Society (N) 
Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc. (N) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Centre County Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Philadelphia 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Pittsburgh 
Lycoming County Genealogical Society 
North Hills Genealogists 
Warren County Genealogical Society 

RHODE ISLAND 

Italian Genealogical Society of America (N) 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

River Hills Genealogists 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Sioux Valley Genealogical Society Library 

TEXAS 
African American Genealogical and Historical Society 
Bay Area Genealogy Study Club 
Baytown Genealogical Society 

Collin County Gen Society 
Dallas Genealogical Society 

FGSFORUM 

Denison Library Historical & Genealogical Society 
EI Paso Genealogical Society , 
Galveston County Genealogical Society 
Garland Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Institute of Texas, Inc. 
Gentech, Inc. 
Guadalupe County Genealogical Society 
Hinchman Heritage Society (N) 
Hopkins County Genealogical Society 
Houston Genealogical Forum 
Johnson County Genealogical Society 
Kidwell Family Association 
McAllen Genealogical Society 
NARFE Chapter 1320 Genealogy Group 
NT/BNR Genealogy Club 
Polish Genealogical Society of Texas 
Rockwall County Genealogical Society (N) 
San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society 
Tip-O' -Texas Genealogical Society 

UTAH 
Alice's Ancestral Nostalgia (N) 
American Research Bureau, Inc. 
Association of One-Name Studies 
Automated Research, Inc 
Brigham City Family History Center (N) 
Family Heritage Resources 
Genealogical Society of Utah • 
GeneSys 
International Society for British Genealogy & Family 

History 
Rogers of Delphi Falls 
Utah Genealogical Association 

VIRGINIA 

Alleghany Highlands Gen Society 
Fredericksburg Regional Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia 
Genealogical Society of the Northern Neck of V A 
National Genealogical Society 
The Scott One-Name Study (N) 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 
Virginia Genealogical Society 

WASHINGTON 

Clallam County Genealogical Society 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Eastside Genealogical Society 
Galizien German Descendants (N) 
Genealogical Society of North Central Washington 
Grays Harbor Genealogy 
Heritage Archives 
Kittitas County Genealogical Society (N) 
Northeast Washington Genealogical Society 
Puget Sound Genealogical Society 
Seattle Genealogical Society 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Sno-Isle Genealogical Society 
Whitman County Genealogical Society 

WISCONSIN 

Chippewa County Genealogical Society 
Fox Valley Genealogical Society 
Heart 0' Wisconsin Genealogical Society 
Lost In Canada? 
Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Genealogical Workshop 
NorthwoodsGenealogical Society 
Sheboygan County Genealogical Society 
Wisconsin Genealogical Council, Inc. 
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS 

CANADA 

British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa 
(N) 

Ontario Genealogical Society • 

GERMANY 
Haskell Family Society (N) 
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Why should your society join the Federation? 

Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organization comprised of nearly 300 
genealogical and historical societies, family associations, and libraries, ultimately representing over 100,000 
individual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at the 
national level. It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their 
activities, and to monitor events that are critical to the future of genealogy. 

Benefits of Membership: 

• Records Preservation & Access Committee 
monitoring status of records 

• Society management workshops and publications 
• Valuable discounts, coupons and merchandise 

from supporting publishers and supply companies 
• Coordination of the computerized index to all 

Civil War participants 
• Forty percent discount on the quarterly publication 

FGS Forum for all your members 
• Representation in national-level committees such 

as the GCC, NCCPH, RAGAS, etc. 
• Discounts on all FGS publications 
• Educational and networking opportunities at 

annual Federation conferences 
• Collective voice promoting the interests of 

genealogists 

Dues Structure 
Less than fifty cents per 

Number Annual member enables your sodety 
of Membel'8 Dues 

to make a difference in the 
future of genealogy! 0-50 $25 

51-99 $35 

100-199 $45 

200-299 $55 

300-399 $6S 

400-499 $75 

500-999 $85 

1,000+ $105 

Libra';",,' $25 
InstiMiOll8 

Collectively we can make a difference! 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.O. Box 3385-A, Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 • 8011254-2785 
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