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Genealogists, family and local histori
ans, librarians, and genealogical 

society officers and board members from 
across North America are invited to gath
er in Seattle, Washington on September 
20-23, 1995. In keeping with the theme 
of the conference, "From Sea to Shining 
Sea," Seattle will provide a spectacular 
setting for the nation's genealogists. 

The host society for 1995 is the Seattle 
Genealogical Society. The local confer
ence chairperson is Sarah Thor
son Little, and the local 
arrangements chairperson is 
Jean Roth. Both have extensive 
experience hosting and organiz
ing conferences in the Seattle 
area. As a special treat, the 
Seattle Genealogical Society is 
hosting an evening of fun and 
relaxation on the Saturday 
evening following the confer
ence. Participants will have the oppor
tunity to take a cruise on Puget Sound to 
Blake Island and spend an evening at the 
historic Tillicum Village. Dinner will be 
a salmon bake (their specialty) and the 
evening's entertainment will feature a 
traditional Native American program. 
Friday evening is reserved for the annual 
FGS Awards Banquet. 

The site of the conference will be the 
Red Lion SEATAC/Hotel, Seattle Airport 
(location of the 1989 Seattle Genealogical 
Society Conference and the American 

. Historical Society of Germans from Rus
sia Conference in 1992). A gem in the 

Red Lion Hotel chain, this facility will 
provide a magnificent location for this 
conference. Reasonable hotel rates, free 
parking, easy freeway access, free airport 
shuttle service, and space for 2,500 at
tendees make this the ideal conference site. 

The FGS Society Management sub
seminar, a trademark of FGS conferences 
since 1992, continues to provide a unique 
service to genealogical society officers 
and board members. This FGS program at 

and societies can make a difference with 
the libraries and archives in your commu
nity provided a lively discussion and a list 
of significant positive steps to have the 
needs for the genealogical community 
heard. Come prepared to participate in the 
discussion, learn how other organizations 
function, and perhaps provide input to 
help others. 

The national conference chairperson 
for this event is David E. Rencher. David 

has been involved with FGS 

FROM SEA TO 
SHINING SEA 
FGS -1995 · SGS 

conferences since 1989 when he 
was asked to be the program 
chairperson for the 1990 FGS/ 
UGA conference held in Salt 
Lake City. He has provided 
office support functions for the 
1992, 1993, and 1994 confer
ences. FGS strives for continu
ity and to make each· year's 

the annual FGS conference sets it apart 
from all other genealogical events. FGS 
member societies are strongly urged to 
send their FGS delegate or a representa
tive to this day filled with instruction on 
ways to better manage your society. The 
sub seminar and three days of genealogical 
research instruction provide an outstand
ing opportunity for networking, idea 
sharing and education. 

The evening of the sub seminar pro
vides an opportunity for all genealogists to 
get involved. For example, in Richmond, 
an open forum on ways both individuals 

conference better than before to 
successfully provide a positive experience 
for all of those attending the conference. 
If you haven't been to an FGS conference, 
or you haven't been to one lately, plan to 
join us in Seattle for 1995's big event! 

Experts to Plan Program 
The program chairperson for 1995 is 

Dean J. Hunter. Dean's experience as a 
program subcommittee chairperson in 
1990 and a program chairperson for the 
1992 and 1993 conferences brings a 
wealth of talent to program design. Dean 
is also serving as the subcommittee chair 

(continued on page 16) 
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LET'S MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Every once in a while, or perhaps 
more often than we would like to 

admit, we fall to the temptation of becom
ing overwhelmed by a particular situation 
or the temptation to take comfort in the 
belief that we are powerless. "What can I 
possibly do?" "No one will ever listen to 
me." "I'm just one person-certainly what 
I think will not make a difference." We 
have more power than we think if each of 
us individually makes a decision to be
come personally involved in a collective 
effort. Let's look at a few opportunities 
we have to make a difference. 

Since the 1970s, representatives of a 
number of national genealogicalorganiza
tions including the Federation of Genea
logical Societies have met together as the 
Genealogical Coordinating Committee 
(GeC). The purpose of this committee is 
to address issues of import and concern 
for genealogists and genealogical societ
ies. One of the best programs (and some
times I fear one of the least known pro
grams!) of the GeC is the Dollars for 
Documents Drive. 

The Dollars for Documents Drive asks 
that every genealogist give just $1 per 
year to the GeC-NARA Gift Fund. The 
GeC-NARA Gift Fund supports the mi
crofilming and dissemination of useful 
records for genealogical research. Previ
ously funded projects include the index to 
War of 1812 prisoner of war records, the 
index to Canadian border crossings, the 
1910 street index to major U.S. cities, 
and Galveston passenger lists. With each 
of us giving $1, we could collect hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to preserve, micro
film, and make available difficult to ac
cess important historical documents. 

The dollars could be collected easily by 
local genealogical societies and sent to the 
Fund (GCC-NARA Gift Fund, P.O. Box 
3385, Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385). If 
you and I work with our local societies to 
ensure that real efforts are made to collect 
$1 per year per genealogist, perhaps even 
including a box for it on membership 
renewal forms, each of us individually 
could contribute to making a difference 
collecti vely. 

A second opportunity each of us have 
to make a difference is in how we interact 
with the research facilities we frequent. I 

by Curt B. Witcher, FGS President 

Curt B. Witcher 
FGS President 

"We have more power than 
we think if each of us 
individually makes a decision 
to become personally involved 
in a collective effort .... " 

fear many of us believe those repositories 
will always be there, adequately staffed 
and funded. A look at contemporary 
realities shows, though, that many are 
quite literally under attack by their fiscal 
funding authorities. A number of premier 
genealogy collections are being disbanded; 
some publicly funded institutions are 
redirecting resources away from historical 
subjects to more "trendy" items; and 
many courthouses are facing shrinking 

space, statistics or shrinking budgets, and 
increased services demands. 

What can we each do? First, we can 
take a few minutes to sign the guest/user 
register in each research facility we visit 
that has such a register. For many facili
ties, this is one of the tangible measures 
employed to determine how much a par
ticular service is used. A few seconds of 
time each visit could help ensure access 
for years. Second, we can make the effort 
to communicate the importance of these 
research facilities directly to administra
tors, commissioners, and funding authori
ties. One telephone call or one letter (or 
both!) from each of us on an annual basis 
would demonstrate tremendous support for 
continued funding. Third, depositing just 
$1 in the special fund or gift fund of the 
one research facility we use most often 
each year helps ensure our best facilities 
will be there tomorrow. 

These are just two of many opportuni
ties available. I am sure each of us can 
find several more that fit our local situa
tion and personal style a little better. Must 
we be independently wealthy with tremen
dous amounts of time on our hands to get 
involved, to make a difference? Clearly 
the answer is no. Everything that was 
detailed above could be done for two 
dollars in check or cash, a twenty-nine 
cent stamp, less than ten cents worth of 
stationery, and no more than seventeen 
minutes of time. Individually each of us 
can do something that will collectively 
make a difference. We have much to gain 
if we do-everything to lose if we don't. 
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MANIFEST DESTINY: 
IMMIGRANTS ARRIVING IN THE UNITED STATES 

THROUGH CANADA 
by Joan M. Nichols, Union City, New Jersey 

Of all the records of events we study in genealogy, the one 
that must be the most emotionally satisfying to find is the 

passenger list with your own immigrant's name on it-knowing 
that on a certain date that immigrant stepped off the boat and onto 
the shores of the United States. But wait, is that how it really 
happened? 

Have you been unable to locate the passenger list you need? 
Are you unsure about the port of entry? Can you date the entry 
between 1895 and 1954? If you can answer "yes" to these 
questions, you may find that your immigrant entered the United 
States through Canada. 

Long before I became serious about genealogy, I wrote to the 
County Clerk for a copy of ,my grandfather's naturalization 
papers. When they arrived, I was stunned to learn he had not 
seen the Statue of Liberty or passed through Ellis Island. Nor was 
a ship's name mentioned. Instead, my grandfather's application 
showed he came on the Canadian Pacific Railway through Sault 
Ste. Marie from Halifax. 

At least two million immigrants like him crossed the land 
border between Canada and the United States from 1895 to 1954 
just as others had crossed since there were traders and settlements 
along the frontier. Michael Tepper says that "from 1895, after it 
had been noted that approximately 40% of all passengers arriving 
in Canada were actually bound for the United States, a system of 
joint inspection of immigrants coming overland from Canada was 
established."· The processing of immigrants by U.S. officials was 
completed at Canadian seaports, not at the land border. 

The records discussed here are mainly ship passenger mani
fests of persons who had earlier stated their intention of going 
directly to the United States. They also include "border cross
ings" (arranged by date and railroad name) and "mixed mani
fests" of immigrants temporarily detained in Canada or those 
who, for some reason, do not appear on their ship's manifest. 
Unlike searching passenger lists of individual American ocean 
ports, where you must know the name of the port, the two largest 
indexes to these passenger manifests cover almost all Canadian 
ports in two 30-year time spans. 

Searching for these passengers is a two-part process. If you 
know the first and last name of the immigrant and can place the 
arrival date between 1895 and 1954, you first use the Soundex 
lists. Choose your film from the lists in the National Archives' 
Immigrant and Passenger Arrival'?- or in the Family History 
Library catalog (use U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service 
as the author). Locate the roll of film containing the Soundex 
code of the last name and the first name of your immigrant 
(example: A623 Andrew - A650 Rita)3. 

Double-sided cards (filmed side by side) contain the following 
information derived from the manifests: 

Name of ship, date of landing and seaport, class of passenger; 
Infonnation about single passenger or head of family unit: Family 
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Figure 1. Front side of index card. 

name, given name, place of birth, age, sex, marital status, 
occupation, educational ability, race, name and address of nearest 
relative or friend in alien's home country, destination with name 
and complete address of relative or friend in U. S., police 
record, purpose in coming, height, complexion, hair and eye 
color; other relatives accompanying (often with ages). (Figure 1) 

Be sure to look at the reverse of the card which may give 
pertinent medical information as well as deportation, marriage or 
divorce details. (Figure 2) 

Some records will be incomplete or incorrect. You may be 
able to confirm or deny some information. To ensure she could 
safely pass immigration inspection, my grandmother stretched the 
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Figure 3. Sample Passenger Manifest provides a wealth of infonnation. 

truth by saying she was joining her broth
er when in fact she gave the unusual first 
name of her fiance. 

To be certain the information on the 
card was copied completely and correctly, 
you must look at the manifests. Find the 
passenger manifest film containing the 
date of arrival, using the same reference 
source you used before. 

The arrangement of these films is first 
by date, then alphabetically by port within 
the date, and then alphabetically by name 
of ship within the port. (Not all films 
follow this pattern, so be creative in your 
search.) Sometimes there is an index to 
the ships at the beginning of the film. A 
statistical summary of passengers appears 
at the beginning of each manifest (number 
of aliens, number of citizens, number of 
births and deaths at sea, etc.) followed by 
certification by the ship surgeon and the 
master. (Figure 3) 

In addition to confirming the informa
tion you found on the index card, you will 

want to look at all of the passengers' 
names, hometowns and future residences. 
I learned that although my Danish grand
mother traveled alone, other Danes, as 
well as Finns, Russians, Norwegians, 
Swedes, Irish and Scots, were on the ship. 
Northern Europeans are not the only ones 
to appear in these records. Turks, Greeks, 
Italians, Albanians and Macedonians came 
to Canadian East Coast ports, while Japa
nese, Chinese, Filipinos, New Zealanders 
and Australians landed on the West Coast. 
Looking at more than your immigrant's 
name will give you a micro-sense of the 
great migration. 

No, I still have not found my grand
father's record-yet. His record and his 
story are waiting for me just as every card 
in the list holds the key to powerful fami
ly stories. Some of the tales you already 
know, and others you will be able to 
reconstruct. Genealogy is a form of time 
travel that can take us deep into the past, 
and it is real because our ancestors lived it. 

Endnotes 
1. Tepper, Michael, American Passen

ger Arrival Records: A Guide to the Re
cords of Immigrants Arriving at American 
Ports by Sail and Steam, Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Baltimore, 1988, p113. 

2. U.S. National Archives and Records 
Administration, Immigrant and Passenger 
Arrivals: A Select Catalog of National 
Archives Microfilm Publications, 2nd ed., 
Washington, D.C., 1991. 

3. If you have never used the Soundex 
system, ask your genealogy guru to ex
plain it, or study the Soundex tables found 
in many publications of the National 
Archives or in most standard genealogy 
guide books. 

Joan M Nichols is a Government Docu
ments librarian with the Municipal Refer
ence Library of the City of New York. She 
is a member of NGS and APG and the 
Special Libraries Association. She was the 
first woman president of the Public Rela
tions Officers Society of New York. 
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NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

150 YEARS 
EXPLORING OUR HERITAGE 

SESQUICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE 

13-15 JULY 1995 
Westin Hotel at Copley Place, Boston 

For special hotel rate call 1-800-228-3000 before March 24, 1995 

Keynote speaker: David McCullough, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author ofTrutnan 

More than 90 presentations by leading genealogists from the U.S., Canada, England, and Ireland. 
Featured speakers include: Marsha Hoffman Rising, David L. Greene, Elizabeth Shown Mills, and 
Gordon L. Remington, as well as Jane F. Fiske and George F. Sanborn, Jr. from the Society's staff,· 

Anthony Camp and George Redmonds from England,· and from the academic community Gloria Main 
(University of Colorado), Thomas Roderick (Jackson Laboratory), Charles Blockson 

(Temple University), and Frank Mevers (New Hampshire State Archives). 

To receive a free conference brochure, please write, phone or fax: 
(NEHGS members will receive a conference brochure by February 1995) 

New England Historic Genealogical Society 
Sesquicentennial Conference 

101 Newbury Street 
Boston, MA 02116-3087 

(phone) 617-536-5740 or (fax) 617-536-7307 
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RECORDING CEMETERY INSCRIPTIONS 
USING A PORTABLE COMPUTER 

by Margaret Horton Weiler, Bradford, New Hampshire 

My father's family comes from a 
small town, Eastham, on Cape 

Cod, Massachusetts. As of several years 
ago, there was little access to much of the 
town's vital record information including 
its cemetery inscriptions. Kennelm Collins 
had recorded the inscriptions in the two 
oldest cemeteries, Cove Burying Ground 
and Bridge Road Cemetery. His very 
attractive booklet, including detailed maps 
of each cemetery, is published by the 
Eastham Historical Society. I However, the 
more recent, and larger, cemeteries had 
never been recorded. Since the first buri
als in these date back to about 1812, this 
meant that a lot of vital information was 
not available. 

I had realized for some time that ceme
tery recording was a feasible project for 
one person using a small notebook com
puter such as my Tandy Model 100. So, 
in the fall of 1987, I did undertake this 
project. The result, Cemetery Inscriptions: 
Congregations & Soldiers Cemetery, 
Evergreen Cemetery, Eastham, Massachu
setts, is also published by the Eastham 
Historical Society. Included in addition to 
the inscriptions, legible epitaphs, and the 
name of the carver, if given on the grave
stone, are maps of the two cemeteries and 
an index to all Eastham inscriptions in
cluding the two older cemeteries. Some of 
the techniques I developed for this project 
may be helpful to others who wish to 
preserve their own town's cemetery in
scriptions and make them available to 
descendants in other areas. 

The first requirement is to make the 
notebook computer truly portable and easy 
to use in a cemetery. I made a harness out 
of cotton webbing and attached it to my 
computer using the "feet" that insert into 
holes in the front corners of the computer. 
The harness consisted of a strap that hung 
around my neck and supported the front 
of the computer and another strap that tied 
around my waist to keep the keyboard 
level. 

With this harness, the Model 100 was 
held in a horizontal position, at waist 

level, leaving both of my hands free to 
type in the inscriptions. I even was able to 
type wearing gloves one cold day. Other 
notebook computers would require experi
mentation to achieve a similar suspension; 
it is obviously very important to make 
sure that the computer will not come loose 
and drop. 

The second requirement is to request 
permission from the town or whatever 
organization controls the cemetery. You 
may not be aware of an existing project to 
record the inscriptions. In the case of 
Eastham, I also checked in advance with 
the Historical Society to see if they were 
interested in publishing the results. Even 

ttl had realized for 
some time that cemetery 
recording was a 
feasible project for one 
person using a small 
notebook computer ... " 

though I had permission to record the 
Eastham cemetery inscriptions, I had to 
explain to several curious people, includ
ing a policeman and a resident of a nearby 
house, why I was spending so much time 
in the cemetery. 

The third requirement is to start with a 
good map of the cemetery. If one is not 
available from the cemetery organization, 
a simple sketch of each area will suffice. 
If the cemetery is divided into lots, the 
map should be marked with the lot num
ber; if not, it is very important to identify 
each stone with a number. It helps in 
large cemeteries to divide it into areas, 
perhaps delineated by roads or other 
physical features, which can be sketched 
in a larger map and given letter designa
tions, such as "Section A. " 

The fourth requirement is to enter the 
inscriptions into a word processor file (or 
several files, one for each Section) in a 

format that is easy to reformat and index 
later. I recommend recording the inscrip
tions as exactly as possible and presenting 
them in the order found in the cemetery, 
rather than re-organizing them artific
ially.2 

A database program might be better 
than a word processor, but I did not have 
one for the Model 100 at that time. Also, 
a database program might .not have room 
for a field large enough for epitaphs. The 
different word processors use such a 
variety of techniques for indexing and 
identification of sections that it is difficult 
to generalize. 

For my Model 100, the word processor 
produced only ASCII text which had to be 
uploaded to a more powerful desktop 
computer. I entered each inscription in a 
paragraph or record numbered with the lot 
or tombstone number. I later wrote a 
simple BASIC program to read the ASCII 
files and present on the screen for each 
record the names and dates contained in 
the record; a few keystrokes sufficed to 
select the first and last names and death 
dates for a list from which to make the 
index. I had established a convention for 
myself of entering all last names, and 
maiden names of wives, in all capital 
letters. This made it easier for the BASIC 
program to recognize the last names for 
the index. 

Most cemeteries discourage or prohibit 
rubbing of the gravestones since so many 
are worn badly already. Some stones are 
completely illegible. Some stones have 
sunk into the ground so that part of the 
inscription (often only the epitaph) is 
covered. I did not try to dig up or other
wise disturb such stones. I did find that 
there were certain times of day and cer
tain kinds of weather than made it possi
ble to read some of the eroded stones. For 
the east-facing stones that predominate in 
the two Eastham cemeteries, the early
morning light on clear October days gave 
the best chance to read the tombstone 
inscriptions. 

The final requirement is to produce a 
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listing of inscriptions suitable for publica
tion. In my case, I had the able help of 
the Eastham Historical Society, especially 
Kennelm Collins and Clyde Eagles, who 
made many helpful suggestions for for
mat. We settled on a 5 112" by 8" booklet 
format with two columns and one chapter 
for each section of each cemetery. 

I printed out the listings using the laser 
printer at work and donated them to the 
Historical Society on condition that they 
keep the books in print and available to 
the public. Clyde arranged the printing 
and has handled all sales since then. We 
sent copies for review to a number of 
genealogical publications, which did give 
favorable reviews, and Clyde has placed 
copies with several Cape Cod stores and 
has placed advertising in the New England 

Historic Genealogical Society newsletter, 
Nexus. 

This project, which only took a few 
days of my time in the cemeteries and a 
few more hours at the computer, has 
given me the lasting satisfaction of seeing 
the inscriptions in print and available to 
all genealogists and descendants of the 
people buried in these cemeteries. I rec
ommend that anyone with some computer 
skills do the same if their local cemeteries 
are not recorded. 

Endnotes 
1. P.O. Box 8, Eastham, Massachu

setts 02642. 
2. This is the accepted practice for 

publication. Rearranging inscriptions 
alphabetically or by family ties can con
ceal other relationships suggested by grave 

proximity. An index may be included in a 
separate section of the publication, as 
described above. 

Margaret Horton Weiler is a physicist and 
does genealogy as a hobby. She has written 
other articles for MASSOG; from which 
this is reprinted, and for the Bulletin of the 
Cape Cod Genealogical Society. She has 
recently completed a genealogy of the Cape 
Cod Horton family, "Descendants of John 
Horton: of Boston, Massachusetts, and New 
London, Connecticu~ through his son 
Samuel Horton of Eastham, Massachu
setts." This article has appeared in The 
Palatines Immigrant 19:156 (June 1994) 
and in a slightly different version in 
Massog: A Genealogical Magazine for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 18:3 
(July 1994). 

GCC-NARA GIFT FUND 
Many societies have placed the "Dollars for Documents Drive" announcement in their newsletters or quarterlies. The 

camera-ready copy, shown below, is available free of charge from the FGS business office. By encouraging members to 
contribute to the Genealogical Coordinating Committee's National Archives Gift Fund, societies can participate in the 
ongoing program to film and distribute research aids and records through the regional archives system. 

In addition to $32 contributed directly by various individuals, the following contributions were added in the third quarter 
of this year: Concord Genealogical Round Table (Massachusetts), $32; Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies, $50; 
Mid-Atlantic German Society (Virginia) $250; Midland Genealogical Society (Michigan), $52; Navajo County Genealogical 
Society (Arizona) $20; Northeast Washington Genealogical Society, $24; the Scott County (Iowa) Genealogical Society, 
$40; and Questing Heirs (California), $81.63. 

Has your society joined the 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENT DRIVE 

For just $1 per year per member, your society can help fund the filming and 
distribution of difficult-to-access material housed at the National Archives . 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................. ~ 
Yesl Count us inl Enclosed is our society's donation of $ ___ for the GCC-NARA Gift Fund's 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENTS DRIVE. 

Name of society 

Name of authorized officer 

Address 

Suggestions for future projects: ____________________________ _ 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: GCC-NARA Gift Fund. 
MAIL TO: GCC-NARA Gift FundI Federation of Genealogical Societies; P.O. Box 3385; Salt Lake City. UT 84110-3385 
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF FGS 

Fi. Federation of Genealogical Societies & P.O. Box 3385 
___ Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 

"Linking the Genealogical Community" 
To Interested Genealogists: 

At its recent On to Riclmronti! conference, the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) led a 
delegation of representatives from the genealogical community in a meeting with National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) staff concerning the retention of Railroad Retirement Board Pension Files. 
Representing the genealogical community were Curt Witcher, President of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies; Kim Harrison, Past President of the Michigan GenealOgical Council; Sheila Benedict, professional 
researcher and lecturer; Donn Devine, member of the FGS/NGS Records Preservation and Access Committee; 
and James Warren, chair of the FGS/NGS Records Preservation and Access Committee. Representing the 
National Archives were Rosanne Butler and Sharon Fawcett of the NARA administration; Constance Potter 
and Claire Prechtel-Kluskens, archivists and genealogy specialists with NARA; Peter Bunce, Director, Great 
Lakes RegiOns, National Archives; and Jerry Nashorn, appraisal specialist, N ARA Office of Records 
Management. 

The meeting was established as a discovery session during which (1) representatives of the 
genealogical community could more fully understand what is involved in the appraisal and retention process 
at the National Archives in general, and how that process has been and currently is engaged with respect to 
the Railroad Retirement Board Pension Files, and (2) staff members at the National Archives could hear first
hand and more fully appreciate why historians and genealogists view the railroad pension papers as 
consequential research documents which should be relegated to a permanent retention status. 

Mr. Nashorn proVided an excellent overview of the evaluation process engaged in by NARA and 
federal agencies when determining retention schedules. All meeting participants were provided with a copy 
of Disposition of Federal Records: A Records Management Handbook. Mr. Bunce shared with the committee the 
results of his survey work with sample railroad retirement pension packets. His presentation was most 
informative as it presented in a dramatic fashion both the volume of records that would require attention if 
they were all preserved and the many significant research documents one can find in those pension files. Ms. 
Benedict and Mr. Devine presented informative discourses on the value of these pension records not only for 
genealogists but also for social historians, demographers, family health historians, and ethnologists. All 
parties involved felt the meeting was most productive. 

The entire two-hour dialog was characterized by open discussions and a sincere concern for 
understanding the pension records from both the researchers' perspective and from the record managers' 
perspective. There were a number of very positive results and useful information that came out of the 
Richmond meeting. 

• It was announced that a stop-order had been placed on the further destruction of Railroad 
Retirement Board Pension Papers. 

• A new review of the Railroad Retirement Board Pension Papers will be undertaken to determine 
an appropriate retention schedule. During the review process, the stop-order will remain in effect. 

• The National Archives and Records Administration will consider expanding this review to include 
other federal records which may have significant amounts of personal, identifying data. 

• The National Archives and Records Administration will seek expanded opportunities for soliciting 
input from the genealogical community during the formulation process for new federal records 
retention schedules. 

The support of the genealogical community and those interested in preserving the Railroad Retirement 
Board Pension Files was most Significant during this process. Together with the staff of the National Archives 
and Records Administration, we have accomplished much. And, yes, much still remains for us to do. While 
NARA begins the extremely important and labor-intensive process of re-evaluating these records, I invite you 
to continue to show your support for the preservation of these valuable documents by urging your 
genealogical society or historical organization to contribute to the Dollars for Documents program -- an exciting 
way each of us can contribute to the preservation of our nation's heritage. Write to the Federation for more 
details. Thank you, again, for your support of this most worthwhile endeavor. 

{!,«trt~. ~ 
President 

Federation of Genealogical Societies 
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FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH AT THE 
KANSAS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

by Dan Fitzgerald, Atchinson, Kansas 

As most seasoned genealogists realize, 
not all state historical societies are 

created equal. Some emphasize archeolo
gy, others museum artifacts. Some may 
have extensive historical collections, but 
very little in the way of resources avail
able for the genealogist. There are a 
number, however, that place high priori
ties on research materials and family 
history resources. 

Such an institute is the Kansas State 
Historical Society. Founded in 1879 by 
newspapermen, this Society is one of the 
foremost Midwestern institutions for 
genealogists. In this brief article, I will 
highlight some of the genealogical re
sources available in the primary research 
division, the Library-Archives. This is not 
meant to be all-inclusive, but rather a 
beginning point for those travelling 
through Kansas or who desire to know 
more. 

The genealogist will find the greatest 
amount of information in the Library
Archives Division of the Center for His
torical Research. In many of its collection 
areas, this department is one of the finest 
of any state historical society in the Unit
ed States. A long-standing exchange pro
gram with nearly every state historical and 
genealogical group in the United States 
has given the library a nearly complete 
collection of resource materials from other 
states. 

Access to materials in the library sec
tion is through an extensive card catalogue 
system manually updated and expanded 
since the library was founded. The cata
logue card system is divided into all Kan
sas entries and out-of-state entries. The 
out-of-state entries include a large collec
tion of family histories and biographical 
histories from nearly every state. Thou
sands of family history volumes, many 
long out of print, testify to the library's 
recognition of the importance of the gene
alogical community to its existence. 

Perhaps the library's largest collection 
is newspapers. Since the State Historical 
Society was founded by newspapermen, 
an effort was made to collect every issue 
of every newspaper ever published within 
the state. The library's collection of news-
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papers is one of the three largest in the 
United States and one of the most exten
sive for state newspaper holdings. Papers 
from ghost towns such as Iowa Point or 
Palermo share space with Kansas City and 
Wichita. Many issues date back to the 
state's territorial period. Most of the 
newspapers printed before 1930 are now 
on microfilm and available through inter
library loan. Check with your local library 
for availability. 

Census records are used religiously by 
genealogists, and the Library offers some 
unique Kansas census materials. In addi
tion to the Kansas federal returns, the 
state for decades took a census during the 
years ending in "5." Therefore, additional 
census records are available from 1865-

"A number (of state 
historical societies) 
place high priorities on 
research materials and 
family history resources ... " 

1925. The 1865 and 1875 census returns 
have been indexed by surname, and the 
1885 census is currently being indexed. 
These census records contain information 
similar to that found in the federal census. 

Several territorial census records are 
also available for the years 1854-1860. 
Originating in the 1870's, are "agricultur
al censuses," conducted by the State 
Board of Agriculture. Unfortunately, 
records are incomplete before the 1920s, 
although from this decade until 1979 this 
changes. These census records not only 
contain useful information on rural areas 
and farms, including a head count of 
households, but there are census records 
for urban areas as well. Since they were 
taken on an annual basis, they are a very 
valuable resource. These records are 
arranged by county, so accurate informa
tion on location of ancestors is useful. 
Some of these records are available on 
microfilm. Check with the reference 
section for more information. 

Do not overlook the many useful clip
pings volumes in the library. Since the 
1870s, library staff have accumulated 
newspaper clippings of interest in many 
categories and have created scrapbooks 
full of useful historical and genealogical 
information. Visitors may want to exam
ine the county clippings volumes, which 
are scrapbooks arranged by county that 
include obituaries on hundreds of individ
uals; and the biographical clippings, 
which are extensive scrapbooks on Kansas 
residents, some famous and some not-so
famous. Not all of these volumes have 
been indexed, but they are worth the time 
to examine. 

Since the library alone contains a 
million separate printed items, the cata
loguing system has not been computer
updated. However, the staff has created a 
monumental card-catalogue system that 
indexes small sections from some major 
books. It is easy to use and fairly com
plete. 

The archives section, which contains 
unpublished governmental documents, has 
several different resources particularly 
useful to the genealogist. These include 
the penitentiary registers for the Kansas 
State Penitentiary at Lansing from the 
earliest criminal incarceration through the 
1970s. Many of the earlier registers have 
been indexed alphabetically, making them 
easy to use. 

If the researcher is looking for a family 
business, they may want to examine the 
Secretary of State's corporation registers. 
In order to operate a business in Kansas, 
entrepreneurs had to register their busi
ness through this state agency. These 
documents were then entered into large 
registers. These registers have since been 
indexed and provide useful information on 
everything from town companies to state 
banks. 

Military records are very popular with 
genealogists, and the State Archives in
cludes a large quantity of records from the 
State Adjutant-General's office. These 
records, however, are for Kansas regi
ments only. Complete muster rolls or 
enlistment papers exist for Civil War 
regiments, state militia Indian War re-



cruits, Spanish-American War, and World 
War I. Very little information, however, 
is currently available for conflicts after 
1918. 

The State Archives also contains a 
large quantity of local government re
cords. The largest percentage of these are 
available on microfilm. Since 1984, the 
Genealogical Society of Utah 's Microfilm
ing Project has been microfilming local 
census records, register of deeds records, 
court records, and church baptis
mal/funeral home records. The project 
began in the southeastern portion of the 
state and has since moved north and west 
to film in every Kansas county. Although 
the project is far from ended, filming in 
about twenty of the most populous Eastern 
Kansas counties has already been complet
ed. Interested researchers may consult the 
Family History Library catalog to learn 
exactly what is available. 

Of particular interest in the microfilm 
collection are the local vital records. 
Local registrars were responsible for 
maintaining birth and death information 
before the state took over the task in July 
of 1911. Many counties began keeping 
records in about 1885. Until this project 

, 

began filming these records, they were not 
readily accessible to researchers. Informa
tion on local records not microfilmed may 
be obtained from reference assistants at 
the archives division of the historical 
society. 

This division also contains a manu
scripts, photographs and maps section. 
Manuscripts are unpublished private 
sources, such as business records, jour
nals, or diaries. Included in the many 
archives manuscript holdings are the 
business and employment records of the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad. 
The photograph section is one of the 
largest of its kind in the United States, 
and it includes over 200,000 images. 
Images of individuals, street scenes, trans
portation sources, and cattle drives will 
help enhance your family history research. 
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The map section contains over 15,000 
Kansas, regional, and national maps dat
ing back to the sixteenth century. If you 
are looking for an elusive ghost town or a 
change in township boundaries, this sec
tion can help solve these problems. 

Kansas is indeed blessed with a state 
historical society of national prominence. 
While computerization of the holdings 
remains a high priority, until this task is 
completed the reference section will be 
happy to answer your questions. Whether 
your search is Kansas related or regional, 
don't pass up the library-archives division 
on your trips. You may be missing the 
vital link important to completing your 
family tree. 

Dan Fitzgerald is Museums Administrator 
for the Atchison, Kansas community, ad
ministrating the Amelia Earhart birthplace 
museum, the Evah Cray Historical Home 
Museum, the Muchnic Art Gallery, and the 
Santa Fe Depot Museum (Atchison County 
Historical Society). He was formerly em
ployed by the Kansas State Historical Soci
ety as local records archivist since 1985 and 
has been Kansas coordinator of the GSU 
Microfilming Project. 

SPEAKERS GUILD 

The 1994/95 
Directory of the 

Genealogical 
Speakers Guild fJ'te4eHt4 . .. 

~ The Guild's FIRST directory of genealogical speakers 

~ Includes speakers' areas of expertise, lecture topics, fees, 
certification/accreditation, photos, and other particulars 

~ One free copy available to genealogical and historical 
societies and libraries upon written request to the Guild 

~ Available to non-members of GSG for $10 postage paid 

Order from: Genealogical Speakers Guild, 3421 M Street N.W., Suite 329, Washington, DC 20007 
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POLISH ROOTS. Rosemary A. Chorzempa. 262 pp., illus., 
paper. 1993. #983. $17.95 

This pioneering work commences with an examination ofPolish-Ameri
can resources, providing a breakdown of libraries and archives with Polish 
genealogical materials and a comprehensive list of Polish genealogical so
cieties. The bulk of the book is focused on research in Poland, as the author 
shows the reader how to find and use church and civil records; how and 
where to locate research services, libraries, and archives; how to make sense 
of Polish names and the naming practices; and much more. 

FINDING ITALIAN ROOTS. The Complete Guide 
for Americans. John Philip Colletta. 128 pp., maps, illus. 
1993. #1127. $11.95 

The author, a nationally-recognized authority, describes the resources 
available in the U.S. for climbing the family tree back to one's Italian immi
grant ancestor, and then shows how to tap into the wealth of information 
available in Italian repositories. 

The Complete Set Now A vallablel 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN QUAKER 
GENEALOGY. William Wade Hinshaw. 81/2" x 11". 
Vol. I (North Carolina): 1,197 pp. #2731. $75.00 
Vol. II (New Jersey & Pennsylvania): 1,126 pp. #2732. $75.00 
Vol. III (New York): 540 pp. #2733. $45.00 
Vol. IV (Ohio): 1,424 pp. #2734. $95.00 
Vol. V (Ohio): 1,060 pp. #2735. $75.00 
Vol. VI (Virginia): 1,049 pp. #2736. $75.00 

The basic collection of American Quaker records-births, marriages, 
deaths, and certificates of removal. 

Please send me the following books: 
Item # Title Price 

Postage & Handling: One book $3.00; each additional book $1.00. 
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan residents add 6% sales tax. 

INTERNATIONAL VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK. 
Thomas J. Kemp. 3rd ed. 81/2" x 11 ".430 pp. 1994. #3148. 
$29.95 

This time-saver of a book is a complete, up-to-date collection of birth, 
marriage, divorce, and death record applications forms for the U.S. and the 
rest of the world. Current procedures for obtaining the appropriate certifi
cate are also given for each state, province, territory, or country. This new 
edition is twenty-five percent larger than the previous one and now in-
cludes divorce record applications. . 

WELSH FAMILY HISTORY: A Guide to 
Research. John Rowlands, et. al. 316 pp., indexed, paper. 
1994. #5030. $19.95 

The first comprehensive handbook on Welsh genealogy, each of its 
twenty-one chapters is prepared by a specialist on the subject. Coverage 
includes Welsh archives, family history societies, parish registers, civil reg
istration, surnames, the IGI for Wales, wills and estate records, emigration, 
and much, much more. 

NEW NETHERLAND ROOTS. Gwenn F. Epperson. 176 
pp., illus. 1994. #1685. $20.00 

Mrs. Epperson shows us how to hunt for ancestors among the 10,000 
inhabitants of 17th-century New Netherlands, whose descendants today 
number among the millions. The book guides the researcher through the 
maze of passenger lists, marriage registers, early court records, and the 
like, and it explains Dutch naming practices and the importance of glossa
ries, gazetteers, and maps. 

THE KENTUCKY LAND GRANTS. A Systematic 
Index to All of the Land Grants Recorded in 
the State Land Office at Frankfurt, Kentucky, 
1782-1924. Willard Rouse Jillson. 2 vols. 1,844 pp. in all, 
illus., maps. (1925), 1994. #3010. $100.00 

This standard reference work contains abstracts of approximately 
150,000 Kentucky land grants, and it is usually the first book any searcher 
for Kentucky ancestors uses. It provides the full name of the grantee, num
ber of acres, date of survey, name of county, watercourse, and the volume 
and page number of the original entry. 

HISTORICAL REGISTER AND DICTIONARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES ARMY September 29, 
1789 to March 2, 1903. Francis B. Heitman. 2 vols. 
1,695 pp. in all, indexed. (1903), 1994. #2675. $125.00 

This classic publication, long out of print, features a complete list of 
60,000 commissioned officers of the U.S. from the organization of the Army 
to the year of original publication, giving the officers' full names and show
ing their services as cadets and all services as officers and enlisted men. 

POCAHONTAS' DESCENDANTS. A Revision, 
Enlargement and Extension of the List as Set 
Out by Wyndham Robertson in His Book 
Pocahontas and Ifer Descendants (1887) 
Combined with two volumes of corrections 
and additions. Stuart E. Brown, Jr., Lorraine F. Myers, and 
Eileen M. Chappel. 716 pp., illus., indexed. 1994. #715. $50.00 

This is the definitive account of the remarkable lineage which ensued 
from that fateful union between John Rolfe and the legendary Pocahontas. 
Commencing with the Bolling lines, Pocahontas' progeny, which both 
numbered in the tens of thousands and encompassed numerous lines of the 
colonial Virginia gentry, are here traced down to the present time. In this 
comprehensive edition of Pocahontas' Descendants, the two volumes of 
corrections and additions of 1992 and 1994 have been appended to the 
base volume of 1985. 

IJ Enclosed is a check/money order for $ __________ _ 

IJ MasterCardlVisa # ________________ _ 

Exp. Date Amount $ 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
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NEHGS PLANS SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
Allison Johnson, Boston, Massachusetts 

As the New England Historic Gene
alogical Society looks towards its 

sesquicentennial celebration" 150 Years 
of Exploring Our Heritage" next year, 
it does so as the oldest and largest 
genealogical society in the world. 

When the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society was founded in 
1845 "for the purpose of collecting, 
preserving and occasionally publishing 
genealogical and historical matter relat
ing to New England families," genealo
gy was considered an elitist endeavor, 
the purview of wealthy men who had 
never suffered under the aristocratic 
domination from which so many colo
nial immigrants had fled. 

Genealogy no longer serves only de
scendants of colonial America. Today, 
individuals of all ages, socio-economic 
and ethnic backgrounds are discovering 
the rewards of tracing their family 
history. 

For many that search begins at the 
NEHGS resource library. Recognized 
for its collection of New England fami
ly histories, the library contains more 
than 150,000 books and microforms and 
an unparalleled collection of manuscripts. 

For those unable to visit Boston, an 
enquiries service is available for research 
requests, and the NEHGS circulating 
library of 20,000 duplicate volumes han
dles 10,000 requests annually. To serve 
an ever-expanding number of computer 
users, NEHGS has recently gone on-line 
through the CompuServe network. 

Throughout its history, NEHGS has 
fostered and supported genealogicaleduca
tion and scholarship. In 1995, the New 
England Historical and Genealogical 
Register, the Society's venerable quarterly 
journal, will reach its 149th year of con
tinuous publication. More recently, the 
Society's pUblication program has expand
ed to include NEXUS, a bi-monthly news
letter for members, and The Great Migra
tion Newsletter, which began publishing in 
1990. 

NEHGS lectures, courses and seminars 
draw more than 1,500 participants each 
year with an equal number participating in 
programs offered elsewhere in the country 
and through Society research tours to Salt 

Lake City, Washington, D.C. and the 
United Kingdom. 

Next year, the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society will celebrate its 
sesquicentennial anniversary with four 
major events. 

In July, the Society will host "150 
Years, Exploring Our Heritage, " a three
day national conference at the Westin 
Hotel, Copley Place in Boston. Expected 
to draw more than 1,500 participants, the 
conference will feature more than 80 
presentations by leading genealogists from 
the United States, Canada, England and 
Ireland. David McCullough, Pulitzer Prize 
winning biographer of Truman and host of 
PBS' "The American Experience, .. will be 
the keynote speaker. The program will 
also feature historian Laurel Thatcher 
Ulrich, Pulitzer Prize winning author of A 
Midwife's Tale and a book-signing recep
tion with Robert Charles Anderson, author 
of The Great Migration Begins. 

At the Museum of Our National Heri
tage in nearby Lexington, Massachusetts, 
the Society's first major exhibition on 

family history, "The American Family: 
Sharing Our Heritage," will run from 
July through November. A splendid 
introduction for beginning genealogists 
(including spouses, children and 
grandchildren who tag along on genea
logical expeditions) as well as more 
advanced practitioners, this interactive 
exhibition is designed to illustrate re
search techniques used in developing a 
family history and demonstrate how 
genealogy underscores the nation's 
history. A host of educational programs 
will also be offered at the Museum in 
conjunction with the exhibit, including 
a film series, lectures, storytelling 
presentations, beginner's courses in 
genealogy and teacher workshops. 

On the publishing front, The New 
England Historical and Genealogical 
Register: Index to Names, Volumes 
51-147 is slated for release in early 
1995. Twelve years in preparation, this 
long-awaited four-volume index of more 
than 1.3 million names will be an indis
pensable addition to every genealogist's 
reference library. Later in the year, the 
entire Register, plus the indexes to 

volumes 1-50 and 51-147, will also be 
made available on CD-ROM. 

Another special publication, A Nobel 
Pursuit: The Sesquicentennial History of 
the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, 1845-1995, by historian and 
Society trustee John A. Schutz, is now at 
press. 

With 200 new members joining 
NEHGS every month and membership 
surpassing 16,000, the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society has much to 
celebrate in 1995, and we will be doing it 
in the way we know best-by sharing our 
resources, our experience and, no doubt, 
a few common ancestors. 

We hope to see you in Boston in 1995 
as we embark on another "150 Years of 
Exploring Our Heritage. [For details on 
the 1995 conference see advertisement, 
this issue, and Calendar section for July 
13-15.-Ed.] 

Allison lohnson is Assistant Editor of the 
New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register. 
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ACQUIRING RECORDS FROM THE 
RUSSIAN EMPIRE: A RAGAS UPDATE 

T he Moscow component of RAGAS, 
the Russian-American Genealogical 

Archival Service, has gone "private. " The 
organization, which provides genealogical 
services for most of the countries of the 
former Soviet Union, is now an entre
preneural venture of one of the men who 
did most of the research for the group, 
Vladislav Soshnikov. Previously, RAGAS 
was associated with the Russian archival 
system. 

Soshnikov announced a number of 
items designed to improve the service of 
his organization: 

• RAGAS has signed cooperative 
agreements with the two principal archives 
in Belarus, Minsk and Grodno, to assist 
them in researching in Belarus. Coopera
tive agreements with archives in Kiev, 
Odessa and the Saratov-Engels area are 
also planned. One of the difficulties with 
gaining record access to archives in the 
former Soviet Union is that (1) these 
archives are reluctant to do the work 
themselves because they have no means of 
getting paid in hard currency, and (2) they 
are unwilling to allow professional "out-

siders" to profit from use of their records. 
These cooperative agreements mean that 
RAGAS, who has the means to acquire 
hard currency, can act as an intermediary 
between the archives and the genealogical 
researcher. 

• There is now an Internet address 
which permits E-mail communication 
directly to their office in Moscow. The 
address is vladrag@glas.apc.org. The E-

_ mail link: can be used to inquire on the 
status of projects previously given to 
RAGAS and to the feasibilty of retaining 
them for new work. 

• The organization now owns a laptop 
computer which will be used in the field 
to record information found at the multi
tude of archives that exist in the former 
Soviet Union. 

RAGAS was founded in 1992 as ajoint 
venture of the Archives of Russia Society 
(AROS) and the United States National 
Archives Volunteer Associaiton (NAVA). 
It is a non-profit self-supporting organiza
tion for assisting persons with Russian 
background in obtaining information 
concerning their ancestors. A National 

Advisory Board in the U.S. provides 
direction for the group. Members of the 
Board include representatives from FGS, 
National Genealogical Society, Associa
tion of Jewish Genealogical Societies, 
American Historical Society of Germans 
from Russia, Organization of Russian
Americans and other interest groups; 

In the first two years of operation 
RAGAS has received 500 requests from 
American genealogists. Nearly 85 % of the 
requests have been from Jewish and Ger
mans-from-Russia researchers, the two 
Eastern European ethnic groups with the 
greatest interest in genealogy. Almost all 
the requests were for research to be done 
in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine. 

An initial non-refundable fee of $50.00 
is . required for a preliminary search of 
sources in the archives. In the event ofa 
positive preliminary search, authorization 
can be given to continue the search up to 
a maximum expenditure at the rate of 
$6.00 per hour. Forms to initiate a re
quest can be obtained by sending a self
addressed stamped envelope to RAGAS, 
P.O. Box 236, Glen Echo, MD 20812. 

GENEALOGICAL INSTITUTE OF TEXAS, INC. 
* Promoting Excellence in Genealogical Education * 

P. O. Box 832856 - Richardson, Texas 75083-2856 
Richardson Civic Center Phone (214) 341-0212 July 24-28, 1995 

The 3rd Annual IDsitute of Texas emphasizes hands-on instructional teclmiques with 
extensive class/lnstructor Interaction. Students choose one course for the flve-day period. 
Optional edueational and soclal activities Include evening problem solving sessions, 
research at the Dallas PubUc Library and a Texas style dinner. Instruction applies to 
research In the United States. Students from across the nation proftt from the 
opportunity to participate In this week of genealogical instruction. 

FEATURED INSTRUCTOR: LLOYD DeWITT BOCKSTRUCK 
COURSES OFFERED: 1995 SPECIAL INSTRUCTORS: COORDINATORS: 

Beginners Patricia Law Hatcher Desmond Walls Allen 
Intermediate Brenda Burns Kellow Mary McCampbell Bell 
Advanced David E. Rencher John Phillip Colletta 
The American Melting Pot Curt Bryan Witcher Sammie Townsend Lee 
Genealogical Writing Patrick McKenna George Ryskamp 
Problem Solving: Advanced George K. Schweitzer 
Hkpanic Family Research James W. Warren 
Exploring R.esearch Facilities Paula Stuart Warren 

TUITION: BY April 3 - S2S5.00 •• .After April 3 - S280.00 
DEPOSIT $100 WITH REGISTRATION - BALANCE DUE AT SIGN-IN 

WRITE OR CALL FOR BROCHURE OR INFORMATION 
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GRANDMA'S CHINA 
by Helen E. Brieske, Black River Falls, Wisconsin 

Christmas celebrations in my family were strongly NorWegian 
in origin. The Christmas Eve table was laid with a simple 

fare oflutefisk, lefsa, melted butter, a bowl of brown sugar, and 
the variety of Norwegian cookies all of us helped bake during the 
previous weeks. Within the family, there was always one person 
who did not care for lutefisk. For him, mother fixed a special 
steak with mashed potatoes, gravy, and a vegetable. 

Generations of family coming together the day before Christ
mas for cooking, eating, tree decorating, and midnight church 
services created rich, warm memories for me. But in my mind 
these memories take second place to Grandma's China. 

Christmas was not real without Grandma's China. Delicate 
Norwegian cookies overflowed the beautiful soup tureen. The 
graceful, stemmed compote held warm, paper-thin lefsa. Lutefisk 
filled the large tray which had a chip out of one corner of the 
upturned sides. "Be careful passing the fish!" we heard. If the 
tray was tipped, liquid under the fish would spill through the hole 
onto the embroidered tablecloth. 

The family member eating steak had his own covered vegeta
ble bowl holding steaming mashed potatoes; rich, brown gravy 
was served in the lovely gravy boat on its own tray. Golden 
mounds of crunchy brown sugar filled the open vegetable bowl. 
Melted butter was served in a clear glass pitcher which sat in a 
tiny sauce dish-a piece of Grandma's China. 

Each of us had a matching dinner plate. I would eat all my 
food, cleaning the plate well so I could enjoy the delicate pattern 
of blue, grey, and white hand-painted flowers. Pumpkin pie with 
real whipped cream was served on smaller versions of our dinner 
plates. 

Grandma's China is Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter, 
birthdays, all special family occasions. 

Grandma's China was created February 1884 by the Haviland 
Company in Limoges, France. According to my Grandma, a 
foreign dignitary gave it to President Benjamin Harrison. The 
president gave it to his close friend, Jeremiah Rusk, then 
Secretary of Agriculture and a former governor of Wisconsin. 
Jeremiah Rusk retired to Viroqua, Wisconsin, where my grandma 
did cooking, nursing and housework for his family. Once, in lieu 
of money, she was paid with "a barrel of china." 

What does a person do when Grandma's China has outlived 
the family? Is it sold at auction or to an antique dealer? The Rusk 
Museum in Viroqua had already been given a place setting. I 
mentioned my problem to a cousin in Indianapolis. She put me in 
touch with the President Benjamin Harrison Home Museum in 
that city. Several months later I experienced the painful pleasure 
of donating the remaining pieces of Grandma's China to the 
museum, secure in ,the knowledge I had found a safe, suitable, 
long-lasting home for my family memories. 

As a genealogist, I have a built-in urge to accumulate family 
heirlooms, papers and photographs. I have done well in that 
endeavor. But the time comes to all of us when we must face the 
fact that we do not live forever. What then do we do with our 

«Christmas was not real without 
Grandma's China ... " 

irreplaceable heirlooms? I believe we owe it to our descendants 
to investigate all possible repositories and place our unique family 
items where relatives, casual visitors, and students of history will 
benefit most from viewing and studying them. This needs to be 
done while we still have control over the deposition of our an
tiques. If someone decides to dust off heirlooms and donate them 
to an appropriate museum or other suitable repository, I encour
age the creation of a permanent record of where these items can 
be found, perhaps in the family history book that is being written. 
Future generations will appreciate what has been done. 

Heleil E. Brieske is a member of Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Genea
logical Workshop where she serves as a volunteer processing the 
Monroe County court records. She is on the advisory committee for 
the Jackson County History Room in the Bklck River Falls Library 
under construction and is a member of the Association of Profes
sional Geneawgists and the Vesterheim Norwegian-American 
Museum's genealogic;al group. 
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FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA: FGS/SGS CONFERENCE 
(continued from page 1) 
person for the British portion of the pro
gram. A respected author and lecturer on 
the British Isles, Dean's professional 
occupation as the collection development 
specialist for the British Isles for the 
Genealogical Society of Utah and annual 
trips to Great Britain keep him current 
with all that's happening in the British 
Isles. 

A special computer track of classes is 
being formed by a newcomer to national 
conferences, Michael T. Andrews. How
ever, Mike is no newcomer to genealogi
cal computing. As the owner/operator of 
World-Wide Family Research Archives, he 
brings his experience with an on-line 
genealogical research service that current
ly has 2.5 million names and is growing 
by 25,000 lineage linked names daily. His 
service is currently available on the Inter
net (WWFAMILY@XMISSION.COM), 
CompuServe (within Genealogy Forum) 
EMAIL ID74511,2251, and FidoNet 
(Your Roots BBS, Salt Lake City). Mike 
was previously employed by the Amdahl 
Corporation in California where he was 
director of software engineering. He also 
worked at AT&T and Bell Labs as a 
research manager on the UNIX operating 
system. Based on his experience with 
genealogical groups in the Silicon Valley 
area of northern California, FGS is excit
ed to welcome Mike to the national con
ference arena. If your interests are in 
computers and genealogy, watch for this 
one! 

The EuropeanlScandinavianprogram is 
being selected by Gary Mokotoff, presi
dent of the Association of Jewish Genea
logical Societies and publisher of Avo
taynu, the International Review of Jewish 
Genealogy. Gary's unique understanding 
of the changing face of Europe and his 
first-hand experiencewith current research 
strategies and techniques promise a selec
tion of classes to meet the needs of those 
trying to locate records in this area of the 
world. 

The program for the FGS Society 
Management sub-seminar held on the 
Wednesday prior to the conference is 
being selected by Linda C. McCleary. 
Linda is the head of the Refer
ence/Documents section of the Research 
Division of the Arizona Department of 
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Mt. Rainer looms in the background of Seattle's Red Lion/SEATAC Hotel, site of the 
FGS/SGS conference 20-23 September 1995. 

Library, Archives and Public Records in 
Phoenix, Arizona. She was the assistant 
local arrangements coordinator for the 
1992 FGS/AzGAB Conference and has 
served on the conference committees of 
her local Sun Cities Genealogical Society 
and the Arizona Genealogical Advisory 
Board. The Society Management sub
seminar was first introduced by FGS at 
the 1992 FGS/AzGAB Conference and the 
response each year since then has been 
tremendous. 

The North American (US/Canadian) 
and professional genealogists sub-commit
tees are under the direction of James and 
Paula Warren. The Warrens also have 
signi ficant national conference experience, 
having served as program chairpersons for 
the 1989 NGS Conference in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. They are in heavy demand 
nationwide as speakers on a variety of 
genealogical topics as well as serving 
clients for professional genealogical re
search. 

A most challenging aspect of national 
conferences is providing just the right 
blend of topics and workshops for those 
doing research in North America. Obvi
ously, there isn't enough time to do a 
separate class on every state, and lectures 
on large regions can't always provide the 
detail needed. Instead, FGS seeks a bal
anced program each year, one that appeals 

to a wide range of research interests and 
skills. We hope your areas are included in 
the program for 1995. 

Vendors to Display Products and 
Services 

An exciting array of genealogical 
products and services will be available in 
the exhibit area. This aspect of national 
conferences cannot be underestimated. 
The success of your genealogical research 
is often dependent on the wealth of mate
rials and information on new products 
available at these conferences. Come 
prepared to learn what's new from the 
experts and "shop 'till you drop"! 

Because we know conference attendees 
like to plan ahead, the descriptive pro
gram catalog and registration form will be 
available in January 1995. It is automati
cally mailed to all Forum subscribers. 
Others who would like to receive a copy 
of the program registration or information 
on research facilities in the Seattle area, 
please write to: 1995 FGS/SGS Confer
ence, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84110-3385. 

If you can only afford to attend one 
genealogical conference in 1995, mark 
your calendars now and plan to spend an 
exciting week enjoying the richness and 
splendor of the great northwest-the place 
to be next fall. 



JUNE BAREKMAN, GENEAWGIST, PIONEER, FRIEND 
by Loretto Dennis Szucs, Midlothian, Dlinois 

J une Beverly Barekman passed away success to June Barekman. She was the 
September 16, 1994, in her beloved lady who shared her extensive knowledge 

Chicago. Born 28 June 1915, she was a and files that were the framework for 
pioneer in this field, leaving behind a Chicago and Cook County Sources: A 
lengthy list of accomplishments, awards, Genealogical and Historical Guide. 
and friends. June volunteered her services to an 

Thol)e who knew her will never forget extraordinary number of organizations. At 
her cheery disposition and the warm various times she served as state registrar 
friendship she extended to everyone she for the lllinois Division of the Magna 
met. As Dewayne Lener of Dallas, Texas, Charta Dames; registrar of the National 
recalled, "She touched so many lives, yet Society of the Daughters of American 
always underestimated herself. I don't Revolution; as well as other offices in-
think she realized how many she taught, cluding regent of the General Henry Dear-
encouraged, motivated and cheered. " born Chapter; registrar of National Soci-
Professional genealogist and lecturer Jo ety of Daughters of American Colonists; 
White Linn of North Carolina noted that lllinois Chapter president and first vice-
June "unselfishly, and pursuing no private president of the National Society of Union 
agenda, promoted genealogical education Veterans; president of Sarah Hodsdon 
and publication." Chapter, U.S. Daughters, War of 1812; 

FORUM editor Sandra Luebking re- various offices in the lllinois State Genea-
membered June as a "person of breadth logical Society and the Chicago Genealog-
and depth, who loved other people at all ical Society; two-term director of the 
levels. She always asked you who you Federation of Genealogical Societies; and 
were and where you were from-and ever trustee for the Association of Professional 
after remembered your name." Her skills Genealogists. June was a 1979 graduate of 
and generosity will never be forgotten by the Institute of Genealogical Research and 
this author who owes a great deal of her served as first vice-president of the Insti-
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tute's Alumni Association from 1986-89. 
June B. Barekman was the author of a 

number of genealogical publications, most 
of which are listed in the 1990 edition of 
Who's Who in Genealogy & Heraldry 
(Mary Keysor Meyer and P. William 
Filby, Savage, MD, 1990). She is perhaps 
best known for "June's Jottings," a regu
lar and very popular column that ran for 
almost 20 years in the Newsletter of the 
Chicago Genealogical Sodety. 

The genealogical community acknowl
edged some of Miss Barekman's contribu
tions with the following: lllinois State 
Genealogical Society Local Service Award 
(1974); Chicago Genealogical Society 
Certificate of Appreciation (1988); FGS 
Distinguished Service Award (1987 and 
1990); Indiana Family Historic Section of 
the Indiana Historical Society Dist
inguished Service Award (1985); Fellow 
Augustana Society (1985); and the Nation
al Genealogical Society awarded her with 
an honorary life membership. 

Those who knew June B. Barekman 
will surely miss her ever-cheery and 
inspiring spirit. Many who were never 
privileged to know her will benefit from 
her many works and good influence for 
years to come. 

TIDEWATER VIRGINIA FAMILIES: 
A Magazine of History & Genealogy 

An independent quarterly journal in its third year of 
publication. Edited by Virginia Lee Hutcheson Davis. 

Presenting research in the Virginia counties of Caroline, Charles City, Elizabeth City, 
Essex, Gloucester, Hanover, Henrico, James City, King George, King & Queen, King William, 
Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, Northumberland, Richmond, Warwick, 
Westmoreland and York. 

Subscription Volume 3: $20~00/year US ($25.00 Canada/overseas). All subscriptions begin with 
the May issue and include four issues. Subscriptions to Volumes 1 and 2 (4 issues each) $25.00 
per volume, $30.00 Canada/overseas. 

Tidewater Virginia Families 
Post Office Box 876 FGS 

Urbanna, Virginia 23175-0876 
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HOW TO TRACE YOUR JEWISH 
GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY 

"The definitive guide to Jewish genealogical research." -Hadassah magazine 

Genealogy is one of the most popular hobbies in America today, and From Generation to Generation 
is designed specifically to meet the needs and sensibilities of American Jews, particularly those of 
Eastern European origin, who are interested in finding their roots. Providing both novice and expe

rienced genealogists with all they need to trace their family histories back through their immigrant ances
tors to the shtetls-Jewish villages-of the Russian Pale of Settlement, the book includes advice on how to 
find information that has only recently become available. 

Although the myth has persisted for many years that Jews cannot successfully climb their family trees 
because names were changed and records destroyed, it is in fact entirely possible for Jews to do so. From 
Generation to Generation, the definitive guide to jewish genealogical research, shows you exactly how to do 
it. Both inspirational and informative, it provides step-by-step advice on gathering information from fam
ily members and family papers, Holocaust research, immigration and naturalization records, cemetery 
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research and more. 

Originally published in 1980, From Generation to 
Generation, qUickly established itself as the most 
important source available to individuals who want
ed to pursue their Jewish genealogy. In this com
pletely revised and updated edition, both those who 
have never encountered this definitive guidebook as 
well as those who are familiar with the previous edi
tion will discover the latest information, the most 
recently discovered sources and all the direction 
needed to do successful research. 

From Generation to Generation is more than a 
how-to book on Jewish genealogy. It is a doorway 
to the past that ultimately leads to the future. 

Hardcover; $27.50; ISBN 0-06-270097-9 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR 
LOCAL BOOKSTORE 

=* HarperCollinsPublishers 
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AWARDS GIVEN AT RICHMOND CONFERENCE 
by James w. Warren, FGS Awards Committee Chair 

Conference Participation Awards 
Leadership is a critical element in confer
ence success. At the opening session of 
the Richmond conference last October, 
with more than 1,400 persons in atten
dance, the Virginia Genealogical Society 
received the Award of Merit while many 
of those who had contributed to the plan
ning and implementing of conference 
activities were honored with Certificates 
of Appreciation. Those honored include: 

Barbara Vines Little. Developing, 
staging and executing a national confer
ence is an extraordinary endeavor. The 
role of the host society is vital to the 
success of the conference and the host 
society chair is a position of ultimate 
responsibility. In this role, Barbara Vines 
Little shared her conference experience, 
her attention to detail, and, just as impor
tantly, her endurance. 

Eric Grundset. Designing a program 
that is balanced and meets the educational 
needs of an increasingly diverse genea
logical community demands hours of time, 
familiarity with speakers and topics, and 
great organizational skills. The On to 
Richmond! conference was fortunate to 
have an experienced program chair in Eric 
Grundset. His ability to masterfully put 
together an excellent program is worthy of 
high regard. 

Joanne Lovelace Nance. The exhibit 
hall is one of the most exciting parts of 
any conference and certainly one of the 
most detail-ridden. To attract a wide 
range of vendors; to attend to the details 
of set-ups, hook-ups, tax forms, 
pipes/n/drapes, drayage, etc., takes a 
special person with a tremendous sense of 
order and organization, commitment to 
fairness, and a dedication to responsible 
action. Joanne Nance is that person and 
has executed the duties of conference 
exhibits chair in an exemplary manner. 

Karen Mauer Green. Putting together 
the right pUblicity pieces, coordinating ad 
placement in the national publications, 
communicatingwith conference committee 
members, working within the Federation 
as well as in the genealogical community 
are among the challenges facing a national 
publicity chair. Karen Mauer Green exe-

cuted those duties with professionalism, 
talent, and tact. 

Emily Rusk. So much of what happens 
in the conference arena depends on how 
well the local arrangements are planned 
and executed. From the initial planning 
stages, Emily Rusk took charge of the 
details, worked professionally with a 
myriad of businesses and organization, 
and always had time to do just one more 
task. She made this conference happen! 

David & Tamara Rencher. Handling 
the support and office functions for a 
national organization such as FGS pres
ents a myriad of challenges. Adding con
ference correspondence and registration 
procedures to that office function takes a 
tremendous commitment of time and 
energy to ensure that all details are attend
ed to. David Rencher's experience with 
many other conference endeavors contrib
uted much wisdom and efficiency to the 
Richmond endeavor. Together with his 
wife, Tamara, they successfully handled 
conference mailings, the construction of 
the registration database, and the logging 
of over 1,500 attendees. 

Janice Abercrombie. The registration 
area is the first on-site experience an 
attendee has with the conference-it sets 
the tone for the entire conference. Janice 
Abercrombie organized a registration area 
that was efficient and welcoming and 
handled the numerous last-minute details 
admirably and with good grace. 

Virginia Genealogical Society [Award 
of Merit]. Committing to work on a na
tional conference is no small undertaking. 
The quantity of detail and the quality time 
required to attend to those details is most 
consequential. Although masterfully work
ing with the Federation on this conference 
would have been task enough for this 
year, the Virginia Genealogical Society 
has maintained its full complement of vital 
activities. Its magazine ranks among the 
best quarterlies in the field. Its programs 
are informative and well received and 
attract many budding genealogists to 
society membership. The Virginia Genea
logical Society's role in the political and 
legislative arena reached new heights in 
1994 with the society bringing positive 

attention to the Virginia State Archives 
and securing appointment of member Eric 
Grundset to an important legislative study 
commission. 

Awards Announced at Banquet 
Several individuals and one organiza

tion were chosen from among the many 
who are making significant contributions 
to the genealogical community. 

Madilyn Coen Crane of Richardson, 
Texas, serves as the delegate to FGS from 
the Genealogical Institute of Texas. She 
has been active in her local genealogical 
community for many years, holding sever
al volunteer positions with the Dallas 
Genealogical Society, as well as being a 
co-founder of the Genealogical Institute of 
Texas. Through her delegate activities, 
and her extensive active service on the 
FGS public relations committee, Madi
lyn's efforts demonstrate the merging of 
national and local societies and volunteers 
to form one communications network 
throughout the genealogical community. 
FGS is pleased to recognize her contribu
tions with the 1994 Delegate Award. 

Desmond Walls Allen of Conway, 
Arkansas, has contributed countless hours 
of service to genealogy at the local, state, 
and national levels. She has served on the 
board of committees of the Arkansas 
Genealogical Society, the Association of 
Professional Genealogists, the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies, and the Nation
al Genealogical Society. She was a co
founder of Professional Genealogists of 
Arkansas and edits the Arkansas Histori
cal and Genealogical Magazine. Desmond 
is the owner of ArkaIisas Research and 
has published over 130 books on Arkansas 
historical materials. Whether functioning 
as a teacher, editor, researcher, lecturer, 
or writer, she diligently strives to promote 
the highest standards of genealogical 
research. For her contributions to member 
societies, the Federation, and genealogy 
as a whole, FGS is pleased to present 
Desmond the Distinguished Service 
Award. 

Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Counties 
Genealogical Workshop. In December 
1993, this Wisconsin society'S Newsletter 
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carried an emergency message. A once-in
a-lifetime opportunity existed to expand 
the Local History Room and Research 
Library by taking over the historic Ma
sonic Temple building in Sparta, Wiscon
sin. Total cost of the project would be 
$700,000.00. As the first step, over a 
quarter of a million dollars would have to 
be raised in just four weeks. Incredibly, 
the efforts of the Genealogical Workshop 
and many other area organizations, resi
dents, and friends, accomplished this feat. 
The May 1994 Newsletter of the work
shop announced that the Research Library 
was in its new home in the historic build
ing, right across the street from the court 
house and the public library. This is a 
remarkable example of how a local genea
logical society can move mountains when 
its members have developed active work
ing relationships within a community. 
FGS is pleased to recognize the achieve
ment of this society with the Award of 
Merit. 

Peter Bunce is the director of the 
National Archives-Great Lakes l..,gion. 
He has been a leader in making the Ar
chives accessible and responsive to the 
public and a strong proponent of involving 
genealogists directly with the Archives 
Region. For the past three years he has 
served FGS as a director and has provided 
insightful advice and direction. Peter has 
helped narrow the gulf between the archi
val and genealogical communities, not by 
building a bridge, but by wading in and 
showing us that, while we may be swim
ming upstream, we can swim together. 
FGS recognizes Peter's contributions to 
the Federation and to genealogy with its 
Distinguished Service Award. 

Fmn Carter of Bradenton, Florida, 
and Fairhaven, Vermont, has served FGS 
for six years as an officer and director. 
She has helped FGS remain true to its 
goal of effectively uniting and assisting 
genealogical organizations, large and 
small. She has worked to make FGS 
responsive and has been a champion of 
the vital role of each society delegate as 
the link between FGS and member societ
ies. Fran brought to FGS the experience, 
ideas, and network of contacts developed 
in many years of research and lecturing. 
For her enthusiasm and tireless efforts to 
give FGS a personal face to all its mem
bers, FGS presents Fran its Distinguished 
Service Award. 

Karen Mauer Green serves FGS as a 
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director, chair of the public relations 
committee, and national pUblicity chair for 
the last three FGS conferences. She has 
made the customers of her business, 
Frontier Press, aware of the opportunities 
FGS provides; she has educated the read
ers of the Genealogical Helper through its 
FGS column, and she has helped foster 
the increasingly active role of the dele
gates. In countless ways on a daily basis 
she donates her skill and energy to make 
the voice of FGS heard across the coun
try. For outstanding contributions in the 
past year to FGS and its member organi
zations, FGS presents Karen the George 
E. Williams Award for 1994. 

In Memoriam 
It is most appropriate that we who 

search for and honor our ancestors have a 
very special place in our hearts for the 
genealogists we have known who are no 
longer with us. At the banquet in Rich
mond, FGS remembered three genealogi
cal pioneers. 

June B. Barekman died September 
16th at her home in Chicago. An active 
genealogist for many years, she was 
among the first group of FGS directors, a 
1990 recipient of the FGS Distinguished 
Service Award, and an ardent and vocal 
supporter of FGS activities. 

The first James Dent Walker Memori
al Lecture was presented in Richmond by 
Tony Burroughs, just a year after Jimmy 
Walker's death. There is perhaps no more 
appropriate way to honor Jimmy, who 
patiently helped and taught so many gene
alogists, than to continue his work in this 
way. Tony Burrough's lecture, "Research
ing Buffalo Soldiers," addressed two of 
Jimmy's areas of expertise: African
American genealogy and military history. 

The Afro-American Historical and 
Genealogical Society of Chicago partici
pated in the awards presentations at the 
FGS Banquet, where Raleigh D. Floyd 
Sr. presented a memorial plaque to 
Jimmy's widow, Barbara Walker. Bar
bara's touching words of thanks were a 
reminder that Jimmy's work as a teacher, 
a leader, and a friend to researchers and 
genealogists will be continued through 
Barbara, by the organizations he founded 
and worked for, and especially in the 
contributions of the thousands of genealo
gists he helped and taught. 

Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern was, for 
more than a decade, the glue that held the 

Federation of Genealogical Societies 
together. His accomplishments as a gene
alogist were tremendous and he is recog
nized as the Father of Jewish Genealogy. 
His extraordinary leadership ability and 
his voice of reason extended throughout 
the genealogical community, inspiring and 
motivating those who witnessed his work. 
Perhaps his greatest accomplishment was 
not what he did but how he did every
thing. He was strong and he was kind. 
Malcolm was a realist in the most won
derful way possible, expecting and look
ing for the best in everyone and helping 
each individual he met reach their highest 
potential. 

The "Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern Human
itarian Award" was established by FGS in 
1994 to recognize the lifetime contribu
tions of a rare individual to the genealogi
cal community and its individual mem
bers. Malcolm was named at the FGS 
banquet as the first recipient of the award 
which also honors FGS by carrying his 
name. Malcolm's widow, Louise, had a 
long-standing commitment to accept yet 
another tribute to Malcolm in Norfolk the 
same evening as the FGS banquet. On her 
behalf, all present and former board mem
bers and officers of the Federation came 
forward at the banquet to accept. The 
comment was made that this was not the 
first time these individuals were moving 
in the same direction because of Malcolm. 
The award plaque carried the inscription: 
"His work brought honor to past genera
tions. His life brought the sparkle of 
kindness to all he met. Those he touched 
keep his memory green and will pass his 
work and his kindness on to generations 
to come." 

Future Awards Announcements 
In addition to those awards presented 

in Richmond, several additional awards to 
individuals and organizations not repre
sented at the FGS conference will be 
announced in future issues of the 
FORUM. FGS encourages its member 
societies to consider nominating worthy 
organizations or individuals who have 
made significant contributions to their 
genealogical society or the genealogical 
community. A descriptive list of the FGS 
Awards and an Award nomination form 
can be obtained by writing to the FGS 
Business Office, Attn: James Warren, 
Awards Chair, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84110-3385. 
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AWARD RECIPIENTS AT FGS CONFERENCE 

Fran Carter, Karen Mauer Green, Madilyn Coen Crane, and Joy Reisinger (accepting 
on behalf of Monroe, Juneau, Jackson Counties Genealogical Workshop) display awards. 

Past and present FGS board members accepted the first Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern 
Humanitarian Award on behalf of Malcolm's widow, Louise Stern. Seated from left, 
Linda McGeary, Fran Carter, Mary Bowman, Karen Green, Jane Garke, Joan Mitchell. 
Standingfrom left, James Warren, Glade Nelson, Tony Burroughs, Curt Witcher, David 
Rencher, Sandra Luebking and Wayne Morris. 

Barbara Walker, widow of James Dent 
Walker, with memorial plaque from the 
Afro-American Historical and Genea
logical Society of Chicago. 
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THE Technology Conference 
for the Genealogist! 

Friday & Saturday, January 27 & 28, 1995 
Dallas, Texas 

Theme 
"Enhanced Genealogical Networking" 

Lectures - Exhibits - Demonstrations 
. ~ ~-.~----------.---- - -----
Keynote Dinner Friday Night by Dick Eastman 

Sysop of the Genealogy Forum on CompuServe, Dick is a nationally known 
speaker who is sure to entertain and enlighten. 

Pre-Registration: If postmarked by 116195 

One Day - 530 Two Days - 545 
Box Lunch 55/ea. Keynote Dinner 525 

All Events - 580 (Includes aU or the above and a ~opy or the SyUabus) 

Sponsor - 5150 (Includes aU or the above plus re~ognltlon In the SyUabus) 

Registration at the Door is higher! Pre-Register Now. 

For more inf~rmation or to register write to: 
GENTECH, Inc. 

PO Box 28021 Dept FF 
DALLAS TX 75228 

Fax Number (214)239-4992 
Voice Mail (214)495-1569 

Make Check payable to GENTECH, INC. 
GENTECH Inc., is a SOle non.profit corporation chartered in Texas and registerd under with the IRS. 
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NEW 1994 FGS MEMBERSHIPS 
Organizations joining FGS or renewing their memberships for 1994, include the following: 

CALIFORNIA 
Pomona Valley Genealogical Society 
Sacramento German Genealogical 

Society, Inc. 
Southern California Genealogical Society 
Whittier Area Genealogical Society 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Afro-American Historical & 

Genealogical Society 

FLORIDA 
Central Florida Genealogical & 

Historical Society 
The Putnam County Genealogical 

Society, Inc. 
Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 

GEORGIA 
Northeast Georgia Historical and 

Genealogical Society 

ILLINOIS 
Belleville Public Library 
Champaign County Genealogical Society 

IOWA 
Northeast Iowa Genealogical Society 

LOUISIANA 
Baton Rouge Genealogical/Historical 

Society 

MARYLAND 
Catonsville Historical Society, Inc. 

MICHIGAN 
Cheboygan County Genealogical Society 
Detroit Society for Genealogical 

Research 
Historical Society of St. Clair Shores 
Kalkaska Genealogy Society 
Western Wayne County Genealogy 

Society 

MINNESOTA 
Minnesota Genealogical Society 

NEW JERSEY 
Scotch Plains Family History Center 

"Absolutely fabulous! 
I highly recommend it to everyone!" 
La Viece Smallwood, Oenealogy Columnist, Florida Times-Union I Jacksonville Journal 

The Genealogist's Video 
Research Guide 

NEW YORK 
Kodak Genealogical Society 
Seeley Genealogical Society 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Durham-Orange Genealogical Society 
Haywood County Genealogical Society 

OHIO 
Palatines to America Library 

OREGON 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc. 

TEXAS 
Denton County Genealogical Society 
Garland Genealogical Society 
Guadalupe County Genealogical Society 

WASHINGTON 
Heritage Archives 

WISCONSIN 
Heart O'Wisconsin Genealogical Society 

CANADA 
Ontario Genealogical Society 

Thank you, La Viece. We're flattered, but we're not terribly surprised ... 
You see, we did our homework before we created The Genealogist's Wdeo Research Guide. Interviews with geneslogy insiders -- librarians, 

magazine writers and others - revealed that the most common question they hear is "Where do I begin?" So, we set out to create a product to answer that 
question. 

We began by fmding the best instructors we could discover. Gordon Casper used to be second-in-charge at the Family History Library in Salt Lake 
City. Carolyn Casper has a degree in geneslogy. Together, they've spent 15 yesrs refining a seminar that gives novice geneslogists a strong, broad 
foundation in geneslogical resesrch technique. Is it good? Ask one of the 700 students who will pay nearly $300 esch to take their course this yesr. Or 
ask any of the Caspers' more than 5,000 former students. Even sessoned geneslogists are likely to lesm something new. 

Trips to the Family History Library are included with the Caspers' live seminars. Each student gets one-on-one instruction with Gordon or 
Carolyn. The Genealogist's Wdeo Research Guide gives you the same experience. Afteresch seminar segment on the ta~, you'll follow a student into 
a Family History Center where Gordon and Carolyn give him personal instruction for implementing the techniques taught in class. It's the best of both 
worlds: professional instruction coupled with a hands-on demonstration of how to do it all! 

If you want to gain yesrs of resesrch ex.perience in just three hours, or if you're one of those who is frequently asked "Where do I begin?" , you owe 
it to yourself to get The Genealogist'S Wdeo Research Guide. With a 30 day, absolutely unconditional money back guarantee, how can you lose? (By the 
way, no one has ever asked for a refund ... ) 

IamL1 
Family 
SearchTM 
Published 
Histories 
Record 
Keeping 

Imt2 
Census 
Records 
Probate 
Records 

~ 
Land 
Records 
Military 
Records 
Vital 
Records 

1-800-34-ROOTS 
Checks I Money Orders to 

Video Knowled", 
32 Nol1b 200 East satte 1 
Spaoleb Pork, UT 84880 

1 Tape: $24.95 + 5.95 S&H 

2 Tapes: $43.95 +6.95S&H 

3 Tapes: $59.95 +7.95 S&H 

Visa and MasterCard Accepted! 
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Archibald Fowler Bennett (17 May 
1896-28 August 1965) has been elected to 
the National Genealogy Hall of Fame. 
Mr. Bennett of American Fork, Utah, was 
nominated by the Genealogical Society of 
Utah in celebration of its centennial anni
versary. Mr. Bennett developed the genea
logical records microfilming program of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints and began the system of branch 
genealogical libraries (now called Family 
History Centers), and was the first in
structor in genealogy at Brigham Young 
University. 

* * * * 
The Society Strategy Series consists of 

brief papers designed to assist officers, 
project chairs and conference planners of 
genealogical and historical organizations. 
The newest titles being offered are: Par
liamentary Procedure, by Phyllis Brown 
Miller, CALS and a two-part series by 
Patricia Law Hatcher, Planning Successful 
Seminars & Workshops. Part I: Initial 
Steps and Publicity and Part II: Vendor 
Options and Accommodations. To order 
or to receive a full list of titles available, 
write FGS Business Office, P.O. Box 
3387, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110. The 
cost is $2.50 each or $2.00 to member 
societies, postpaid. 

* * * * 
Vero Beach, Florida, was the site of a 

meeting to explore methods for the shar
ing of resources among area societies. 
Presidents and program chairs from nine 
genealogical societies met to discuss such 
topics as a bureau of local speakers, 
coordination of calendars to avoid sched
uling conflict, and the designation of 
persons willing to answer genealogical 
inquires or make photocopies for members 
of participating societies. The effort, 
proposed by Pamela Hall, is a major step 
in creating regional networking and mutu
al aid opportunities. 

* * * * 
Jeanne Pramaggiore of Dayton, Ohio, 

was designated a Fellow of The Ohio 
Genealogical Society (OOS) at a ceremony 
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The Polish Genealogical Society of America located in Chicago, Illinois, has presented 
the Society 's Wigilia Medal to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints during the 
United Polish Genealogical Society Conference held in Salt Lake City in May of this year. 
The Wigilia Medal is awarded annually to individuals or groups that have provided 
extraordinary contributions to Polish and Polish-American genealogical research. 
Pictured above, president Stan Schmidt (left) presents the award to Elder John Fowler 
who accepted on behalf of the Church. 

in Dayton, Ohio, on 18 October 1994. 
The position of Fellow is the highest 
honor this statewide organization bestows. 
It recognizes those who have "provided a 
valuable service to OGS and/or the field 
of genealogy over and above the job to 
which they were elected or appointed." 
Ms. Pramaggiore served as president for 
four years and as chairman of the board 
for eighteen months. Before that, she was 
recording secretary for four years. She 
also worked as Conference Program Chair 
and a Registration Chair. In addition, she 
has used her personal time generously to 
help many individuals, thereby'promoting 
the cause of excellent family history re
search in Ohio. 

WRITING: A Call for Entries for the 
1995 Excellence in Writing Awards, 
sponsored by the Council of Genealogy 
Columnists, Inc., has been issued. This 
competition is open only to members of 
CGC; however, non-members are encour-

aged to join ($15 year) and enter. Send 
membership fee and a request for compe
tition rules to COC, 3607 Arlington, 
Lawton Oklahoma 73505. Entries must be 
postmarked no later than 31 January 1995 
and sent to Comma Ann McDannell, 2328 
Oleander St., Delamo, California 93215-
1120. 

* * * * 
PRESENTING: The California State 

Genealogical Alliance (CSGA) is compil
ing their 1995 Speaker's Directory. If you 
wish to place a listing, please send a form 
request to Sheila Benedict, CGRS; 1995 
CSGA Speaker's Directory Chair; P.O. 
Box 355, Nuevo, California 92567-0335. 
Include a stamped, self-addressed enve
lope. The deadline for completed forms is 
1 February 1995. 

* * * * 
PROGRAM PLANNING: Thumb 

through the Speakers Directory, just pub
lished by the Genealogical Speakers 
Guild. This 136-page soft-cover book 
contains photographs, biographical data, 



fees, lecture topics, speaking conditions, 
and lecturing credentials for almost sixty 
nationally known presenters of genealogi
cal workshops. The directory has been 
financially underwritten by the Guild and 
one copy will be made available to a 
society, archives, or organization that 
requests it. For a free copy, send the full 
name and address of the society to Speak
ers Directory, Genealogical Speakers 
Guild, 3421 M Street, NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20007. Only one copy per organiza
tion or archives. Additional copies may be 
purchased by societies or individuals at 
$10 each, postpaid, from the same ad
dress. 

* * * * 
SCHOLARSHIPS/INTERNSHIPS: 

Samford University's Institute of Genealo
gy and Historical research will award 12 
tuition scholarships and six internships for 
the 1995 Institute which will meet 11-16 
June 1995 in Birmingham, Alabama. Six 

of the scholarships will be awarded to 
individuals nominated by a local or state 
genealogical and/or historical society and 
the other six will go to nominees from 
libraries and archives with genealogical 
collections. The six interns, which provide 
full tuition and a meal ticket, will be 
chosen from applicants. Preference is 
given to former students and faculty. 
Application deadlines are 1 February 
1995. Awards will be made 1 April 1995. 
For details write with specific request for 
internship or scholarship information, 
IGHR, Samford University, 800 Lake
shore Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 
35229. 

* * * * 
PROGRAM PROPOSALS: The Na-

tional Genealogical Society (NGS) seeks 
program proposals for its 1996 Confer
ence in the States to be held 8-11 May 
1996 in Nashville, Tennessee. Presenta
tions may be in the form of lectures, 
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workshops, or seminars. Topics submitted 
may range from methodology to all as
pects of U.S. research, specialty topics, 
and British and European research. The 
main focus will be on an intermediate 
level audience. Presenters may submit up 
to four proposals. Each should contain 
title, abstract, outline; a short two to three 
sentences summary for the program bro
chure; identification of audience level 
(beginner, intermediate, or advanced); and 
lecturer's full name, address, telephone 
and fax numbers, and professional creden
tials, including a resume of recent presen
tations. Biographical sketches (125 words 
or less) should accompany presenters' 
proposals. Speakers new to the NGS 
lecture circuit are encouraged to submit an 
audio or video tape of a recent presenta
tion. Proposals should be sent to NGS '96 
Program Co-Chair, Gale Williams 
Bamman eG, P.O. Box 70161, Nashville, 
Tennessee 37207 or FAX (615) 654-3832. 
The deadline is 15 April 1995. 

Microfiche - only $3 each (selof3flChe-$9.00) 1It~"ZIU4 ~ 
CONNECTICUT 
612 Record of Service of CT Men in the Army & 

Naw of the U. S. During the War of the 
Rebellion. Lists name, rank residence, muster 
dates, remarks which includes death dates of 
soldiers who died in the service. $48.00 

613 Index to CT CW Roster, fiche 612. $ 8.00 
558 CT Maple Leaf V2 #2. pub. Dec. 1985. Articles: 

SI. Mary Cemetery in Lisbon CT; SI. Thomas 
Cemetery in Griswold CT; Acadians who 
escaped the 1755 expulsion and more. $ 8.00 

559 CT Maple LeafV2 #3, pub. Jun. 1986. Articles: 
Revolution in French Canada 1837, French 
Canadians in Taftville, CT 1878-; Glossary of 
French..canadian Occupations & more $ 8.00 

705 Sketches of the People and Places of New 
Hartford in the Past and Present, 1714-1881, by 
Jones, pub. 1883. Has family details. $ 8.00 

706 Bristol CT in Olden times ·New Cambridge' 
which includes Forestville. 1663-1907, by 
E.N.Smith. Filled with genealogy details. $33.00 

606 History of the Colony of New Haven to its 
Absorption into CT, by E.E. Atwater. Contains 
biographies of early residents 1637.ga. $33.00 

670 Colonial History of the Parish of Mount Carmel. 
1719-1860 by E.N. Smith, pub. 1907. Contains 
family history of Bradley, Chatterton, Peck, 
Miller, Ives, Bassett, Munson, Kimberly, Tuttle, 
Todd & Dickerman. $ 8.00 

ILLINOIS 
482 Winnebago Co. IL Births 1877·1916, by M.w. 

Johnson, pub. 1993 Lists Child, date of birth, 

sex, father and mother's name and reference. 
Includes some delayed birth entries. $57.00 

MASSACHUSETTS 
704~~[W¢.E~~~~~w 

genealogies from Hersey to Smith $12.00 
641 Historical Collections of the Essex Institute Vol. 

2§, pub. 1879. Contents: First Church of Salem 
1629-1736, Parish Deaths 1801·4, Old Estates 
in the 1700's, First Church of Salisbury 1687· 
1754, Fairfield Burial Ground 1691-1853, Lynn 
Marr. Intentions 1696-1748 and more. $15.00 

700 vital Records of Beverly Mass. to the End of the 
Year 1849 Yol. 1 - Births, by Topsfield Historical 
Society, pub. 1906. (1650-1849) $18.00 

21 Essex Co., MA Cemetery 1688-1864 $ 3.00 

NEW JERSEY 
707 Stewarfs Genealogical and Historical Miscellany 

t:&...!. (1688-1831) Articles: Newlon Early 
marriages Marriages in Ok! Gloucester County, 
Certificates of Remoyal, Indexed. $ 3.00 

NEW YORK 
659 Courts and Lawyers of NY A History 1009-1925, 

Vol. 3. by A. Chester, pub. 1925. $21.00 
660 Index to Courts & Lawyers of NY, 659 $ 3.00 

170 NY: .. Ancient Families of New Amsterdam & NY 
1633-1881, by E.R. Purple. $ 3.00 

712 Digest - Index to 'History of Poestenkill' as 
written by N. B. Sylvester in History of 
Rensselaer Co. NY, pages 557-564 pub. 1880, 
by B.B. Thull, pub. 1975 $ 3.00 

496 NY Rensselaer Co: Reminiscences of Troy ... 
179Q.1807, by J. Woodworth, pub. 1860. $18.00 

PENNSYLVANIA 
715 Berks County Census for 1810 $ 8.00 
710 Butler County Census for 1820 $ 3.00 
413 Chester County Census for 1800 $ 11.00 
711 Greene County Census for 1820 $ 8.00 
417 Montgomery County Census for 1790. $ 3.00 
414 Washington County Census for 1790 $ 3.00 
420 History from Historical & Biographical Annals of 

Berks Co. PA v1. by J.H. Beers. $15.00 
421 Biography to Historical & Biographical Annals of 

Berks Co. PA v1. by J.H. Beers. $24.00 
440 Liyes... and Biographical Notices of." Citizens 

of Montgomery Co PA, by M. Auge $24.00 
549 Some Pioneers of Washington CO, PA by F.S. 

Reader, pub. 1902. (Hopkins Gen.) $ 8.00 

WISCONSIN 
698 Commemorative Biographical Record of the 

Upper Lake Region (Wisconsin & Minnesota), 
by J.H. Beers, pub. 1905, indexed. $24.00 

154 Watertown Wis. SI. Luke's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Records, M.w. Johnson, pub. 1993. 
Has Family groups (1798-1862). $ 3.00 

626 Memoirs of Milwaykee Co Wjs 1634-1909, by 
JA Watrous, pub. 1909. (Biographies) $24.00 

\ 

Free fiche copy of catalog with order, otherwise send $1.00. Minimum order is $6.00. To get on the mailing list, send a 
list of your counties of interest. As fiche becomes available for your counties, you will receive a "NEW FICHE UST'. 

Ancestor Publishers, p, O. Box 682 FF 949, Arvada, CO 80001 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-373-0816, in Colorado 1-303-420-3460 
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Genealogical and historical societies may submit information about their new or in-progress publications, indexes, or other 
projects. Send information to the FGS Forum Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, Illinois 60558-0271. Readers 
should please enclose an SASE when writing to a society about cost and ordering information. 

CALIFORNIA 
California Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 77105 
San Francisco, CA 94107-0105 

Two books by Kathy Beals: A Useful 
Guide to Researching San Francisco 
Ancestry and Index to San Francisco 
Marriage Returns, 1850-1858. [Fredrich 
Sherman, president.] 

San Francisco Bay Area 
Jewish Genealogical Society 

3916 Louis Road 
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4541 

The newsletters of the SFBAJGS from 
1981 through 1993 have been subject
indexed in a 40-page hard copy publica
tions. [Robert Weiss, president] 

COLORADO 
Columbine Genealogical & 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2974 

Littleton, CO 80161 
"Our society has, for the second time, 

won first place in the newsletter contest 
sponsored by the Odom Genealogy Li
brary, Moultrie, Georgia. In 1991, CGHS 
won the only award offered, and in 1994 
it won first place in the genealogical 
society category. Gene Schmeckpeper was 
editor of both winning pUblications. We 
have also sponsored the National Genea
logical Society's Home Study Course, 
which ten members completed this year." 
[Doris F. Hulse, FGS delegate] 

FLORIDA 
Indian River Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1850 
, Vero Beach, FL 32961 

"Our society has broken its membership 
record. We now have over 372 members. 
Ours could be the largest society in Flori
da, especially in proportion to population, 
as there are only 94,000 people in the 
entire county. In progress: Obituary in
dexing of the Vero Beach Press Journal, 
1919-69. Published in 1987: Cemeteries 
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of Indian River County. Indexed all Indian 
River County Voters Registration 
(1925-48) and Probate Records 
(1925-74)." [Pamela J. Hall] 

INDIANA 
County Seat Genealogical Society 

1784 S. CR 225 E. 
Danville, IN 46122-8577 

Published Cemeteries of Middle Town
ship, Hendricks County. In process: Cem
eteries of Center Township, Hendricks 
County. [Betty Hadley, sec
retary Itreasurer] 

Indiana Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 10507 

Fort Wayne, IN 46852 
Indiana Genealogical Source Directory, 

2nd ed., contains information on Indiana's 
courthouse fires, published vital records, 
indices, newspaper columnists, the IGS 
Speakers' Bureau, where to write for vital 
records, and the availability of county 
historians and genealogicallhistorical 
libraries. Indiana Genealogical Society 
membership year runs from January-De
cember. Benefits include six newsletters, 
quarterly journal, discount on annual 
workshop. [Linda Herrick Swisher, pub
licity chair] 

Indiana Historical Society 
315 West Ohio Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 
Indiana Source Book VII, compiled by 

Ruth Dorrel. A 5OO-page hardback book 
containing original source material as 
published in The Hoosier Genealogist 
from 1989 and 1990. Includes an every
name index. 

LaPori:e-=C-o~nty Genealogical Society 
904 Indiana Avenue 
LaPorte, IN 46350 

Naturalization Records: Abstractions 
from Second Papers, Oct 1854-April 
1888. [Fern Eddy-Schultz, editor] 

IOWA 
Iowa Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 7735 
Des Moines, IA 50322-7735 

New publications for Wapello County 
include St. Mary's Baptismal, indexes to 
the Ottumwa Courier newspaper, Records 
of the Campbell Kramer Funeral Home in 
Eldon, and Marriages 1915-17. Publica
tions also available for Henry County 
(Marriages 1864-67); Mahaska County 
(Deaths 1911-15); and Webster County 
(Assessor's Books 1864-65). A topical 
index for volumes 1-28 ofIGS quarterly, 
Hawkeye Heritage now available. [Rhonda 
Q. Riordan, office coordinator] 

KANSAS 
Riley County Genealogical Society 

2005 Claflin Road 
Manhattan, KS 66502-3415 

The society recently formed a computer 
interest group which meets monthly and 
has six genealogy software groups. Their 
immediate goal is to purchase a computer 
for RCGS. Publications include Clay 
County KS Rural Cemeteries,' Index to 
Abiline, Dickinson County Cemetery; 1900 
Census Abstractfor Pottawatomie County,' 
Riley County Marriage Index. In progress, 
abstract of the Manhattan Standard, 19 
Sep 1868-9 Dec 1870. [Wann Towers, 
pUblicity chairman and Sharon Butler, 
library chairman] 

KENTUCKY 
Louisville Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 5164 
Louisville, KY 40255-0164 

"Eastern Cemetery vol. I contains a 
history of the cemetery, pictures, title 
abstracts of the land from beginning to 
now, maps, indexed, hardbound with 359 
pages for the years 1843-1851." [Mary 
W. Lively, pUblication & publicity] 



LOUISIANA 
Louisiana Genealogical & 

Historical Society 
P.o. Box 3454 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3454 
Diary in Gray-Ovil War Journal of J. 

Y. Sanders, ed. Mary Elizabeth Sanders; 
and Be It Known & Remembered-Bible 
Records, Vol. 5. [Nell Boersma, editor] 

Southwest Louisiana Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 5652 

Lake Charles, LA 70606-5652 
Ancestor Charts & Tables, Vol. /V-I994 

contains five-generation charts and tables 
of direct ancestors of SWLGS members. 
Surname indexed, 247 pages. In progress 
is Ovil War Veterans of Old Imperial 
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana (Allen, Beau
regard, Calcasieu, Cameron and Jefferson 
Davis Parishes). 500 pages, hardback, 
indexed, contains 1,400 names of veter
ans. [Pat Huffaker, president] 

MICHIGAN 
eallioun County Genealogical Society 

501 S. Superior St. 
Albion, MI 49224 

Transcriptions of the Small Cemeteries in 
Qarence Township, Calhoun County: 
Dyer, Hunt, Krenerick and Nicholas. [Jo 
Peck, president] 

Northeast Michigan Genealogical & 
Historical Society 

c/o Jesse Besser Museum 
491 W. Johnson 

Alpena, MI 49707 
Death Entries in Early Alpena Newspa

pers, seven volumes covering the years 
1871-1969. Also sold in complete set. 
Index of Naturalization Records at Alpena 
County Courthosue for the 26th Judicial 
Orcuit 1878-1978. Over 2,000 records 
from the counties of Alpena, Cheboygan, 
Montmorency and Presque Isle. 

MISSOURI 
Ray County Genealogical Association 

901 W. Royle Street 
Richmond, MO 64085 

Original Land Grants of Ray County has 
many names of the earliest settlers; in
dexed. Also Ray County Chapters Vol. 
IV, a series of articles contained in the 
Richmond Conservator newspaper of 
family stories. Written in 1963, many 
articles contain history of the early pio
neers. [Lisa Smalley, president] 

OHIO 
The Ohio Genealogical Society 

P.o. Box 2625 
Mansfield, OH 44906-0625 

Abstracts and Extracts of the Legislative 
Acts and Resolutions of the State of Ohio, 
1803-1821, ed. Mary L. Bowman. 356 
pages of genealogical information from 
the first 19 volumes of Laws of Ohio, 
with an every name index of over 3400 
individuals. 

Smith Library of Regional History 
15 South College Avenue 

Oxford, OH 45056 
Oxford and Miami University During 

World War II by Robert E. White. In
cludes over 100 photographs on forty-one 
pages. [Valerie E. Elliott, head] 

OREGON 
Cottage Grove Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 388 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

1890 Veterans & Widows (Ovil War) 
Census, by Jane Myers. [Jeri P. Kemmer, 
president] 

Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc. 
2130 S.W. 5th Ave., Suite 220 

Portland, OR 97201-4934 
The Forum library has relocated to the 

above address in a move completed almost 
wholly by volunteers. The Forum has 
published Columbia County Oregon Mar
riage Records 1855-1900. [Julie Kidd, 
editorial director] 

PENNSYLVANIA 
The Genealogical Society of 

Pennsylvania 
1300 Locust Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 
Volunteers have completed indexing of 

the Philadelphia Public Ledger newspaper. 
The volumes covering the earlier years 
have been offered for sale previously but 
this is the first time the entire collection 
has been made available. Included are the 
years prior to Philadelphia civil registra
tion which began 1 July 1860. Pennsylva
nia Will Abstracts, available for eight 
counties, are indexed to include every 
name mentioned. Counties are Berks, 
Bucks, Chester, Cumberland, Delaware, 
Lancaster, Montgomery, and Philadelphia 
County. Each county has multiple vol-
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urnes. A new publication is A Genealo
gist's Guide to Pennsylvania Records, an 
alphabetical county-by-county listing of 
genealogical research materials originally 
published in over 17 issues of the Penn
sylvania Genealogical Magazine. [Sandra 
M. Hewlett] 

TEXAS 
Johnson County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1256 
Cleburne, TX 76033 

"We are microfilming a large number of 
county cash books with various other 
ledgers, county tax book of 1914, book of 
contagious diseases for 1880-1940, etc. 
These will be available in the Cleburne 
Public Library on microfilm and available 
for sale on microfiche when the project is 
completed. These books were being de
stroyed by the courthouse when we ap
proached them to let us preserve them." 
Have published on microfiche, the ledgers 
of Deering & Son Funeral Home, 1900--
40. There are 8 volumes with a surname 
index in the front of each ledger. [Travis 
Morris, president] 

VIRGINIA 
Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 62901 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

"We are working on abstracts of Princess 
Anne County deeds, Deed Book 19-28. 
[Melinda J. Lukei, president] 

Virginia Genealogical Society 
5001 W. Broad St. #115 

Richmond, VA 23230-3023 
Cavaliers and Pioneers IV. Abstracts of 

Virigina Land Patents and Grants, 1732-
1741. 

CANADA 
The Ontario Genealogical Society 

40 Orchard View Boulevard 
Suite 251 

Toronto, ON, Canada M4R IB9 
Canadian Railway Records: A Guide for 

Genealogists, by Althea and J. Cr~ighton 
Douglas; Important Genealogical Collec
tions in Ontario Libraries & Archives: A 
Directory, compiled by Ryan Taylor; and 
Index to Niagara Conference Methodist 
Episcopal Church Baptismal Register 
1849-1886: A Guidefor Genealogists, in 
two parts: Part 1: A to K and Part 2: L to 
Z, compiled by Louise I. Hope. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

FROM SEATO 
SHINING SEA 
FGS ·1995 · SGS 

20-23 September 1995 
Seattle, Washington 

3D-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 
Sold at software stores nationwide or call us direct! 

Call: 800-291-9380 
$54.99 (Floppy) $69.99 (CD-ROM) 
Store prices may differ. Add $6.00 for shipping. 
CA, MA, and NY residents add sales tax. 

1£-:BtlIIIIDII:Bbw p.o. Box 7865 '-,d. 's 0 F TWA R £ Fremont, CA 94537 

OCq)yrijjd1994&merBlueSoltware. AllrighlslllSlll'Wld. Allprodtt:lSaretraden'\al1lsaflheirrespec\lvehOlders. 
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Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, is the Family Associations editor. Family Association newsletters and items 
to be considered for publication should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120. 

The Franklin Family Researchers United is dedicated to researching and preserving the records of the surname 
Franklin. Established in 1991, the organization publishes a 65-page quarterly. Queries with a Franklin connection 
are free to both non-members and members. 

Projects include a computer database which already has more than 30,000 names. In the short time the 
organization has been formed, there are in excess of 120 members researching in every state. 

The Franklin Family Researchers United traces all spellings of the name. 
[For more information on subscriptions 

contact Elaine Franklin Giddens, Editor, 
Rt. 2 Box 212, El Campo, Texas 77437.] 

* * * * 
The Downing Family Historical Soci

ety of America, better know as DFHSA, 
has published more than seventeen issues 
of their quarterly Newsletter since their 
founding in 1988. They organized in July 
of that year in Salem, Massachusetts, on 
the grounds of the home in which 
Emanuel Downing lived after his arrival 
in 1638. 

The purpose of the Society is to con 

duct research and communicate with 
others concerning the genealogy of any 
Downing in America and to preserve all 
data for future reference. 

Regional Historians have been appoint
ed for the Northeast, Southeast, Great 
Lakes, North Middle and South Middle 
regions. In addition, there are State Histo
rians for a number of states. Those who 
have information are encouraged to trans
mit any data to the appropriate historian. 

Though no special projects are planned 
at this time, far-range goals are to publish 
some of the collected material. Some of 

Christine Rose 

the members are computerizing the infor
mation on all Downings and descendants. 

There are presently about 150 members 
in the organization. It is hoped that this 
will expand as the group becomes known 
to Downing descendants. A reunion is 
held yearly on the second Saturday of 
July; the last three in central New York. 

[For further information contact Vivian 
M. Furcoth, Editor, DFHSA Newsletter, 
P.O. Box 8727, Portland, Maine 04104-
8728. Write to Ross W. Downing, 2400 
Pleasant Grove Road, Lansing, Michigan 
48910-3411 for membership data.] 

This issue features news of a society undertaking efforts to preserve a major library collection of genealogy materials. If your 
organization has news worth sharing with other groups, such as a recent success infund raising, management, volunteer activities, 
member services, or recognition, just send a note to "Spotlight," FGS FORUM, P. O. Box 271, Western Springs, fllinois 60558. 

REASSEMBLE THE COLLECTION 
by Sherry Mertz 

The Central Florida Genealogical 
Society and volunteers from other central 
Florida organizations continue their efforts 
to reverse the action taken by the Orlando 
Public Library last July. At that time the 
highly popular genealogy department was 
disbanded and the materials in the collec
tion were dispersed into two other depart
ments, social science and audiovisual. 
These departments are on two different 
floors and opposite sides of the library. 
Convenience was the only reason given 
for this course of action. There has been 
modest progress in reversing the decision. 
On August 30th, the library's board of 
trustees agreed to form an advisory task 
force from the area's genealogical com
munity to look into ways of re-establish
ing the department in one central location 
as well as improving service to genealogy 
patrons. Unfortunately, key leaders from 
the library administration and the board's 

president continue their opposition to 
genealogy as a department. Continuing up 
the local infrastructure, family historians 
took their concerns to county and city 
governmental bodies. As a result, at the 
September public budget hearings, the 
governing board of the Orange County 
library system, amended the fiscal year 
1994-95 library budget by designating up 
to $200,000 to relocate the department in 
one site. 
While these recent actions sound prom
ising, there still appears to be no real way 
for anyone to assure the public that the 
library administration will restore the 
genealogy collection to departmental 
status. How did this dilemma come about 
in Summer 19941 

Back in 1980, Orange County voters 
created a rare independent taxing district 
which established an affluent library 
budget whose expenditures do not come 
under the direct control of elected public 
officials. It evolved into a powerful do-

main for an autonomous library director. 
Ironically, the same library director an
nounced his retirement just last April. 

The Central Florida genealogical com
munity will persevere in its efforts to 
restore the acclaimed genealogy collection 
to departmental status. The correspon
dence and computer bulletin board mes
sages from around the country are much 
appreciated. We would also like to hear 
from other groups who may be or have 
been facing the same type of difficulty 
with their local public libraries. We are 
especially interested in methods of build
ing successful public library genealogy 
departments. Our aim is to make the 
genealogy department at Orlando Public 
Library one of the best in the country. 

Sherry Mertz is first vice president and publicity 
chair of the Central Florida Genealogical 
Society. Questions about CFGS may be direct
ed to her at P.O. Box 540734, Orlando, Flori
da 32854-0734 or call (407) 294-6761. 

Winter 1994, Volume 6 Number 4 29 



FGS FORUM 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG, of Springfield, Missouri, is the FORUM Book Review Editor. 
Publications for review should be sent to her at 2324 East Nottingham, Springfield, Missouri 65804. 

To vary our usual format, we review in this issue only books published by individuals or societies. The subject, 
size, and depth vary, but in this modern age, many find it possible to present their own works to the public. 
These authors are to be commended. They operate on limited budgets and demonstrate courage in presenting 
their work for critical review and we salute them! Next quarter, we will return to reviewing material from the 
major publishing houses as well as the smaller ones. 
Communities At Rest: An Inventory and Field Study of Four Eastern Colorado Cemeteries. By Sharon DeBartolo Marsha Hoffman Rising 

Carmack, CGRS. Published by the author, 
P.O. Box 338, Simla, CO 80835-0338; 
1993. 98pp. Index. Softcover. $13.00. 

Ms. Carmack completed this cemetery 
inventory as part of a course requirement 
for her individualized baccalaureate pro
gram at the University of Alabama. She 
inspected and compiled the inscriptions 
from four cemeteries in Colorado-three 
in EI Paso County and one in Elbert 
County. Her publication includes more 
than the usual recording of epitaphs. She 
went beyond-looking at the cemetery as 
an integral community. She surveyed the 
customs common to all the cemeteries as 
well as specific to each. She tells us the 
kind of headstone, the engravings there 
and any other remarkable characteristics 
of the grave-such as whether it was 
"scraped." Her appendix gives valuable 
information about the interpretation of 
tombstone art and symbols and a pertinent 
bibliography. 

The population consists primarily of 
those of the Eastern Orthodox religion 
from the Austro-Hungarian Empire who 
appear to have immigrated between 1880-
1920. Ms. Carmack's view of a cemetery 
as a still vibrant community is enhanced 
by her search in the 1920 census for the 
people of her interest. She recommends 
fully transcribing a cemetery to truly 
understand a community and become 
closer to those who once lived there. 

This publication is more than the stan
dard cemetery book. It provides a model 
even if you have no family in eastern 
Colorado. Ms. Carmack didn't say in her 
cover letter what grade she attained from 
this inventory, but I bet it was an "A." 

* * * * How to Write and Publish Your Family 
Book. Genealogy Publishing Service, 448 
Ruby Mine Road, Franklin, NC 29734; 
1992. 56pp. Softcover. $9.95 

This publishing firm, originally a 
family owned business, produced this 
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booklet to help potential customers pre
pare their manuscript in either draft or 
camera-ready form for publication. Their 
company is devoted entirely to the prepa
ration and publishing of genealogical 
books. This attractive and helpful guide 
provides a step-by-step format for orga
nizing data, preparing a draft manuscript 
and using photos or drawings. It also 
suggests how to convert that manuscript 
into a computer typeset publication ready 
for reproduction. 

Explanations are clear, details fully 
covered, and everything you need to know 
to publish is available. If the authors have 
omitted a component, I can't imagine 
what it might be. If you are considering 
publication of your research, obtain this 
guide before going any further. 

* * * * Genealogy in the Computer Age: Under
standing Family Search, revised edition. 
By Elizabeth Nichols, AG. Published by 
Family History Educators, P.O. Box 
510606, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-0606; 
1994. 58pp. Softcover. $9.95 + $1.50 
postage and handling. [Refer to this re
view and receive 10% discount.] 

Have you been reading the articles in 
the FGS FORUM by Elizabeth Nichols 
about the IGI? If so, you already are 
aware that no one knows more about the 
Family Search computer programs and the 
information contained there than Ms. 
Nichols. Reasonably priced, this guide is 
a must if you want to gain the most from 
the millions of names and records provid
ed by Family Search. Published by the 
Mormons, Family Search is a set of gene
alogical programs and data files available 
in Salt Lake City and at most of its over 
2,000 Family History Centers. Genealo
gists know they can often save a great 
deal of time and work by searching for 
clues already within these files. By using 
this clear, concise and attractively present 

ed pamphlet, one not only gains basic 
information, but learns how to place 
information in holding files, upload re
cords into your own personal computer 
using Personal Ancestral File and finding 
details and sources for the data appearing 
on your computer screen. Although I have 
used Family Search for years, I found 
short cuts and new ideas I had not previ
ously known. I venture you will as well. 

* * * * Liberia Genealogical Research. By Roma 
Jones Stewart. Published by Homeland 
Publications, P.O. Box 642501, Chicago, 
n.. 60664-2501; 1991. 5Opp. Softcover. 
$8.50 + $1.50 postage and handling. 

Few resources have surfaced for genea
logical study in Liberia. Author Roma 
Stewart suggests that no matter what your 
particular family search problem, if you 
are of African ancestry, Liberian records 
may contain the answer you seek. This 
pamphlet is a good start. She begins with 
a brief overview of the geography and 
history providing a basic bibliography. 
She then lists important records-both 
published and unpublished-many of 
which are in the United States. She com
pletes this survey by relating four case 
studies where research moved ahead by 
study in Liberian records. 

Ms. Stewart, President of the Afro
American Genealogical and Historical 
Society of Chicago, Inc., has taken time 
from her busy law practice to provide 
additional ideas to those searching Afro
American families. No stone can go 
unturned in this difficult area of study and 
her book offers a good overview of addi
tional records to explore. 

* * * * Genealogical Resources in English Reposi
tories and Supplement. By Joy Wade 
Moulton. Published by Hampton House, 
P.O. Box 21534, Columbus, OH 43221-
1534; 1988, 1992. 614pp, 27pp. Index. 



Hardcover text; supplement in softcover. 
$32.00 (US) or £19.75 postpaid for text; 
$4.75 + $1.00 shipping for supplement. 
Ohio residents add 5.5 % sales tax. 

A complete reference to the reposito
ries holding genealogical records in Eng
land is offered by Mrs. Moulton, a certi
fied genealogist, a fellow of the Society of 
Genealogists and one of the best known 
English researchers in this country. Bro
ken down by county, each library and 
record office is described giving address, 
hours, contact person and basic holdings. 
If pUblications from the organization are 
available, they are also mentioned. Over 
170 agencies are surveyed to give the 
researcher as broad a base as possible. 
This text is one of the preeminent resourc
es available for research in England. 
Already, the conscientious compiler has 
produced a supplement to keep the data as 
current as possible. 

If traveling to England, the London 
street maps showing the location of the 
repository will be appreciated. General 
historical and geographic background are 
also provided for the outlying counties. 
You can probably do research in England 

TRACING YOUR DUBLIN 
ANCESTORS 

by James G. Ryan 

ISBN 0 9508446 1 9 
96 Pages. soft-cover 
US$17.00 Airmail 

LONGFORD &: ITS PEOPLE 
(1901 Census Index) 

by David Leahy 
ISBN 0 9508466 2 7 

228 Pages. plus fold-out 
townland map 

US$35.00 Airmail 

without this reference guide, but I can't 
imagine why you would try. 

* * * * Rhode Island Will Index. Nellie Beaman, 
ed. Published by Rhode Island Families 
Association; 1992. 349pp. Hardcover. 
Order from Lucille B. Beaman, P.O. Box 
585, Princeton, MA 01541. $100 to indi
viduals; libraries and societies should 
inquire. 

Making Rhode Island easier to research 
became the goal of the late Dr. Alden G. 
Beaman and unquestionably he attained 
that ambition. This publication is another 
giant step along that path indexing the 
Rhode Island wills from 1636 to 1850 as 
published in the Rhode Island Register. 
The index is formatted alphabetically with 
the testator's name, the year the will was 
written, the town of the record and the 
volume and page of the Rhode Island 
Register in which the will was abstracted. 
The pUblication is enhanced by supple
mentary material also found in the Rhode 
Island Register such as abstracted town 
records, family articles and a series "They 
Left Rhode Island." Ms. Beaman has 

- their history, availability & use in 
family and local history research 

Edited by James G. Ryan 
ISBN 0 9508466 4 3 
207 Pages. Hardback 
US$46.00 Airmail 

4 Spencer Villas 
Glenageary 
Co. Dublin 

Ireland 
Telephone: 353-1-2806228 

Fax: 353-1-2830670 
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published this index as a tribute to her 
father. She is to be commended for main
taining his high standards. 

* * * * Minutes of the School Board 1846-1866 of 
Copiah County, Mississippi. By Janet 
Egelston Haddock and Frances Boyett 
Parkinson. Privately published; 1992. 
175pp. Index. Softcover. Order from 
Janet Haddock, Rt 1 BI27-A, Hazelhurst, 
MS 39083. $18.00. 

Now, here is a source I bet you have
n't thought of-antebellum school records 
of the South. Believed to be the oldest 
extant county public school record in the 
state of Mississippi, this resource has been 
fully transcribed and indexed. The work is 
enhanced by maps illustrating the later 
location of the schools created in sections 
designated by the county. Here, one will 
find teacher contracts, school land sales 
and payment of notes on money borrowed 
by individual residents. 

This is the first publication effort of 
this type by the authors, and we hope they 
are encouraged to locate and publish more 
unusual and potentially valuable genealog-

TRACING YOUR KERRY 
ANCESTORS 

Second Edition 
by Michael H. O'Connor 

ISBN 0 9508466 5 1 - May 1994 
96 Pages. Soft Cover 
US$18.50 Airmail 
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ical and historical sources. 

* * * * Eighteenth Century Emigrants from the 
Northern Alsace to America. By Annette 
Kunselman Burgert, FGSP, PASO. Pub
lished by Picton Press; 1992. 69Opp. 
Index. Hardcover. Order from AKB 
Publications, 691 Weavertown Road, 
Myerstown, PA 17067-2642. $49.50 + 
$4.00 shipping. Pennsylvania residents 
add 6 % sales tax. 

Using microfilmed church records 
combined with passenger lists and pub
lished abstracts, Ms. Burgert has per
formed the herculean task of linking 628 
eighteenth century German immigrants to 
their native village. Focusing her efforts 
on the northernmost part of Alsacethat 
borders on Germany and the northwestern 
portion today known as Alsace Bossue, 
she presents this extensive work in a 
simple format. Cognizant of the many 
changes that have taken place in Alsace, 
she helpfully provides the old name of the 
village and both the French and German 
name with modern zip code. The format 
further gives the name of the immigrant, 
the ship and date of arrival (if known), 
the European records used and finally the 
American records found to make the link. 
Although each identification required 
extensive study of the family, only enough 
has been cited here to identify the immi
grant and the hometown. 

The introduction and maps assist the 
researcher in determining the background 
and exact location of the area under study. 
A brief discussion of the church records 
available and the methods used to deter
mine identity are helpful. 

Ms. Burgert has produced an impres
sive study and compilation. The family 
researcher will find it easy to use the 
sources she has cited to learn more about 
the people of interest. In following the 
trend to examine communities, as well as 
families and individuals, Mrs. Burgert has 
made a significant contribution to the 
genealogical field. My only disappoint
ment is the lack of geographical index. 
The every name index helps, but knowing 
all the families who came from say Pfalz
weyer would have been even better. 

* * * * Hough and Huff Families of the United 
States: 1620-1820: The East. By Gran
ville W. Hough. Published by Heritage 
Press, 1540-E Pointer Ridge Place, Suite 
300, Bowie, MD 20716; (1974) repro 
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1993. 311pp. Indexes. Softcover. $25.00 
+ $3.00 shipping. 

Genealogists will forgive a thousand 
sins when in a pUblication that contains 
information on a surname of their interest. 
Even the most avid Hough/Huff family 
researcher will be challenged here. Rather 
than a compiled genealogy, it is a collec
tion of notes where the surname was 
found in records of the eastern seaboard 
and southern states. Divided by state, one 
can find abstracts of pensions, census 
reports, marriage records, deed abstracts 
and extracts from published works. Most 
common, however, are notes with no 
source whatsoever attached to them. If 
you have the slightest interest in docu
menting your work, finding where· this 
material originated could take up most of 
your time. 

If your interest lies with anyone con
nected to a Hough or Huff family in the 
Southeast, I hope their surname appears 
early in the alphabet. Inexplicably, the 
index ends with the letter "E." Adding to 
the frustration is the poor reproduction. If 
you haven't already gone blind from 
staring into a microfilm reader, trying to 
use this book will do it! Nevertheless, I 
am sure those researching the Huff/Hough 
surname will check this 
work-genealogists are true zealots. 

* * * * A Schieber Research Journal: From Con-
ception, Missouri and Cascade, Iowa In 
America to Sandweiler, Luxembourg In 
Europe. By Father Joachim Schieber, 
O.S.B. Published by The Anundsen Pub
lishing Company; 1991. x, 69pp. Index. 
Softcover. Order from Ruth Ann (Abels) 
Hager, 4323 Miletus Drive, Florissant, 
MO 63033. $20.00 ppd. 

The recent ability to publish one's own 
work encourages creativity in ways not 
heretofore possible unless independently 
wealthy. Father Schieber's search for his 
own ancestors is structured as a journal 
rather than a genealogy. Written in the 
first person, we follow Father Schieber 
from his first visit with a relative living in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to the ancestral 
village of Sandweiler, Luxembourg. It is 
easy to identify with his enthusiasm, as 
well as confusion, as he moves back to 
the earlier generations. Although a per
sonal account, it is well documented and 
enhanced by family "maps" and "family 
puzzle" diagrams. In Chapter Five, the 
editor analyzes the evidence gathered and 

looks at additional clues. The appendix 
translates several documents found in 
Europe. Although directed primarily to 
close family members, the presentation 
offers an alternative for those considering 
a family publication. 

* * * * Minnesota 1900 Census Mortality Sched-
ule. By James W. Warren. Published by 
Warren Research & Marketing, 1869 
Laurel Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104-5938. 
viii, 120 pp. Appendix, index. $18.00 
plus $1.50 postage. 

What? A 1900 federal census mortality 
schedule? Inquiries by the author indicate 
the Minnesota pages may be the only 
surviving portion of the last mortality 
census taken in all but a handful of states 
and counties. The single copies made 
were, it is believed, destroyed after statis
tical tallies were completed. When a 
comparison in Minnesota of the mortality 
schedule forms to the state list of deaths 
disclosed 3,225 deaths not previously 
recorded, the schedule was retained. It 
was rediscovered years later among health 
department records transferred to the State 
Archives at the Minnesota Historical 
Society. 

James Warren has painstakingly tran
scribed details from these previously 
unrecorded deaths, including name, color, 
sex, marital status, age, month died, cause 
of death, and physician. He supplements 
these entries with a full account of the 
counties covered (all but Lake County, 
which had no additions to the state regis
trations), an explanation of these entiies, 
instructions to the enumerator, and a 
reduced copy of an actual manuscript 
page. A surname index is provided along 
with a comprehensive glossary of medical 
terms. Without the latter, one may wonder 
forever about the causes eclampsia (a 
form of convulsions) or phthisis (lung 
disease,probablypulmonarytuberculosis). 

This work will help locate missing 
Minnesota death entries. It will also serve 
as an exemplary model for any individual 
or group undertaking the transcription of 
a census for publication. 

Sandra H. Luebldng, FUGA 

CORRECTION: Tracing Your Irish 
Ancestors, in the Fall 1994 issue of 
the FGS FORUM, was reviewed by 
Marie Martin Murphy. 



GENERAL 
The LDS (Mormon) Family History 

Department (PHD) has begun a project to 
computerize passenger arrival records of 
all ports of the United States. The initial 
effort will be the Port of New York (Ellis 
Island) starting in 1924 and working back 
in time. This strategy was chosen, accord
ing to Jayare Roberts of FHD, because 
these records are typed, allowing the data 
entry persons to become familiar with 
foreign surnames and towns and the style 
of the information provided. Information 
will be extracted about all aliens, U.S. 
citizens (returning home from travel 
abroad), crew members and stowaways. 
Only genealogically relevant information, 
such as name, age, sex, marital status, 
nationality and race, place of last resi
dence, and some details on relatives, will 
be captured about each person. This is 
being done for economic reasons and to 
speed up completion of the project. Rob
erts expects to have as many as 4,000 
volunteers on the project and he predicts 
a work force of this size could complete 
the years 1897-1924 records in two to 
three years. [Gary Mokotoff, FORUM 
production editor] 

COLORADO 
"Due to construction, the Denver 

Public Library is closing in December for 
an indefinite period. They have an exten
sive genealogy and Western History col
lection which won't be accessible during 
the closure." [Pat Jones, queries research
er, Longmont Genealogical Society] 

ILLINOIS 
A collection of Civil War records for 

Illinois companies that served from Mis
souri and Arkansas has been transferred 
from the Missouri State Archives to the 
Illinois State Archives. The collection 
includes muster rolls and payrolls for the 
years 1862-65. They will be filed under 
the Office of the Illinois Adjutant General. 
[Illinois State Archives, Springfield, Illi
nois 62756] 

LOUISIANA 
A filing cabinet, thought to be empty 

for the last thirty years, was found to 
contain a significant collection of early 
records of the West Baton Rouge Par
ish. In the files were such documents as 
land and slave conveyances, tax assess
ment rolls, oaths of office, marriage 
records and baptismal records dating 
from as early as 1807 through 1899. 
The State Archives will microfilm these 
records which may then be viewed at 
their facility. Researchers may also 
make special arrangements with the 
Clerk of the Court to use the originals. 
[LaRaconteur Le Comite des Archives 
de la Louisiane and Geneagram (Octo
ber 1994)] 

MICHIGAN 
"The State Archives of Michigan has 

announced a recent grant that will en
able development of finding aids for and 
preservation of a significant number of 
Kalamazoo County records being held in 
the Western Michigan University's 
Archives and Regional History Collec
tion at Kalamazoo. Included are natural
ization records and other records of 
significance to genealogists." [Mary A. 
Grindol, FGS delegate, Kalamazoo 
Valley Genealogical Society] 

MISSOURI 
The Missouri State Archives has mi

crofilmed a large portion of the Miller 
County probate records, but the probate 
case files are still not filmed. They need 
to be processed, flat-folded, placed in 
acid-free folders, the folders labeled • 
with name and dates, and then put into 
record center boxes readied for filming. 
This will be accomplished through 
volunteer labor. A workshop is provid
ed by the archives to teach the process 
steps. [Lynn Morrow, director, local 
records preservation program, Missouri 
State Archives. Seeking 'N Searching 
Ancestors 10:4 (August 1994)] 
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NEW YORK 
New York City Methodist Marriages, 

1785-1893, compiled by William Scott 
Fisher, is a two-volume publication that 
indexes more than 41,000 New York 
City marriages found in the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society 
Methodist transcripts. The transcripts 
were prepared in the early 1890s by the 
Rev. Samuel Seaman, a Methodist 
minister. He included all of the chris
tening and marriage data he could locate 
that was then in the possession of many 
of the Methodist Churches of New York 
City. Also included are the marriages 
performed by the Rev. Henry Chase, 
1821-53, minister of the non-denomina
tional Mariners' Church. Picton Press, 
P.O. Box 1111, Camden, Maine 04843, 
is thepublisher. The microfilmed copies 
of all the other NYG&BS transcripts are 
available through the Family History 
Library and the original records are in 
the possession of the New York Public 
Library Rare Books and Manuscripts 
Division (Fifth Avenue and 42nd 
Street). The New York Public Library 
also has the original records for the late 
19th and early 20th centuries of thirteen 
additional NYC Methodist churches 
which are not included in the NYG&BS 
transcripts. [Queens Genealogy Work
shop Newsletter 2:3 (August 1994)] 

OHIO 
Volunteers indexing Ohio marriage 

records have completed 15 counties with 
another 22 in various stages of prog
ress. Nineteen counties remain to be 
started. Persons with access to a micro
film reader, a computer, or a Family 
History Center are asked to help. Con
tact Jean Nathan, 3803 MacNicholas 
Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236. [Ohio 
Genealogical Society Newsletter 25:09 
(1994)] 
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CORNWALL 
A Cornwall family historian is compil

ing a computer database of Cornish min
ers at home and overseas. Since the com
mencement of this project in September 
1993, the index has in excess of 6,000 
entries and includes locations as wide
spread as England, Wales, America, 
South Africa and Brazil. Ian Richards, 
compiler, emphasizes this is a non-profit 
project and seeks additional entries to 
input. Send full name of miner, age, date 
of birth, occupation, where born (with as 
much detail as possible), and the source of 
the information, along with your name 
and address, to Ian Richards, Cotts Farm, 
Higher Stanbeer, Henwood, Liskeard, 
Cornwall PLI4, 5BU, England. Search 
inquiries must be accompanied by two 
International Reply Coupons. 

GERMANY 
The records of the German (Aid) Soci

ety of Chicago (Deutsche Gesellschaft) 
consist of more than 10,000 applications 
for assistance and case histories from the 
period 1883-1910. Applications include 
the applicant's name, address, age, family 
relationships, occupation, length of time 
in the United States, and place of origin. 
Some applications from clients of the 
Swiss Benevolent Society of Chicago, 
which did not have its own quarters, are 
included. These records are housed at the 
University of lllinois at Chicago, Univer
sity Library, Special Collections, Room 3-
330, 801 S. Morgan, Chicago, lllinois 
60607. The collection is open to the gen
eral public from Monday to Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:45 p.m. There is no fee to use 
the collection. Please note: the library 
staff is unable to respond to mail inquiries 
and cannot do research. You must go 
yourself or hire someone to search 
through the applications, which are not 
indexed. [Helen Boyden, "Chicago Immi
grant Aid Applications," The German 
Connection 18:4 (4th Quarter 1994), 
quarterly of the German Research Associ
ationJ 
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HAWAII 
The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) 

is sponsoring an ancestry enrollment 
registry project titled, "Operation Ohana" 
(Family). The project is intended to iden
tify and locate Hawaiians worldwide. The 
first stage of Operation Ohana is enroll
ment. The second stage is verification of 
ancestry through primary documents, such 
as birth, marriage or death certificates. 
The project was described in a Honolulu 
newspaper story in which 70 year old 
Aunty Louise, who thought that she was 
the last of her family, was reunited with 
family from Oregon to Nanakuli through 
this registry. There is no charge for this. 
registry and no minimum blood quantum 
is required. All one needs is direct descent 
from a person of Hawaiian blood. It 
seems that about 5,000 people had signed 
up for the project by July 1994. An en
rollment benefit is access to a computer
ized database of one's family genealogy. 
[Posted on Roots-L, 10 Aug 1994, by 
Ginny Hench who suggests interested 
persons request information from OHA 
(808) 586-3777.J 

IRISH 
Tiara, the newsletter of the Irish An

cestral Research Association, is filled with 
useful information on finding Irish ances
tors in America and Ireland. The quarterly 
newsletter is available with a $10.00 
individual membership (family $15.00) in 
lARA, P.O. Box 619, Sudbury, Massa
chusetts 01776. 

ITALIAN 
Fall 1994 marks the first issue of the 

Newsletter of the Italian Genealogical 
Society of America. Society president 
Jonathan D. Galli, CORS, defines the 
group's goal as assisting all in research
ing, documenting and preserving their 
Italian heritage. The organization will 
hold meetings, answer specific research 
questions, and publish a quarterly News
letter. One feature of the Newsletter will 
be short profiles of ancestral villages or 
provinces, beginning with the province of 

Lucca, which has been sending emigrants 
to many countries for almost 200 years. 
Annual dues are $15.00 for individual; 
$20.00 for family; $10.00 for student; and 
$10.00 for organizations ($10.00 member
ship does not carry voting privileges). 
Interested persons may contact IGSA, 
P.O. Box 8571, Cranston, Rhode Island 
02920-8571. 

ONTARIO, CANADA 
The Ontario Genealogical Society is 

offering a search of its database of the 
OGS Library collection in the Canadiana 
Room at the North York Public Library. 
The records on the database were extract
ed from the Family Charts and Miscella
neous Genealogy Collections (over 87,000 
names), cemetery transcriptions (over 
10,000 names and growing rapidly), and 
a small number of family history books. 
The index is continually being updated. 
For OGS members a search of three sur
names will be done for $2.00 plus fifty 
cents for each additional name. For non
OGS members the cost is $3.00 per 
search of three or less surnames plus 
seventy-five cents for each additional 
surname. Please include one International 
Reply Coupon with your request. [From 
NewsLeaf 24:3, the newsletter of the 
Ontario Genealogical SocietyJ 

SWISS 
Copies of the Swiss zip code book are 

available to subscribers of The Swiss 
Connection, a quarterly genealogical and 
cultural newsletter, for $4.75 plus $1.25 
postage and handling. The guide, which is 
a 48-page alphabetical collection of Swiss 
localities, is a great help to those who 
write to Switzerland frequently. Subscrip
tion price for The Swiss Connection is $8 
annually ($15.00 foreign rate) and in
cludes one free query (limit 75 words). A 
check for a SUbscription and the bonus zip 
code book should be made payable to 
"The Swiss Connection," 2845 North 
nnd Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
53210. [From 2:4 (June 1994) of The 
Swiss ConnectionJ 



Organizations are encouraged to send 
the names and qualifications of speakers 
enjoyed by their group to the FGS 
Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western 
Springs, Illinois 60558-0271. Speakers 
who are recommended will be invited to 
submit information and a photograph to 
the Forum. 

As editor of the Arkansas Historical 
and Genealogical Magazine, Desmond 
Walls Allen displays a writer's skill at 
elucidating and educating. This ability 
to transmit information in a pleasant 
and effective manner carries over into 
her lecturing as she deftly weaves hu
mor, insight, and practical instruction 
into each presentation. 

Among her many topics, Desmond 
Walls Allen most enjoys those that help 
a wide range of audiences. "A Problem 
Solving Strategy" and "Twentieth Cen
tury Research" focus on methodology 
while "Maps for Genealogists" illumi
nates a tool essential to every research 
project. Desmond's experience as an 
instructor for a computer consulting 
firm is evident in "Public Domain Laml 
Records," which highlights the latest in 
indexing projects and computerization of 
first purchasers of public ·land. 
"Confederate Military and Pension Re
cords" addresses the complexities of 
locating and interpreting these valuable 
records. 

Desmond Walls Allen's credentials 
include a BSE (magna cum laude) which 
entails 12 hours in adult education and an 
MA in history. She is the past-president 
of the Arkansas Genealogical Society and 
the author/compiler of 127 books on 
Arkansas source material. In 1993, Des
mond was awarded the Grahame Thomas 
Smallwood Jr. Award of Merit by the 
Association of Professional Genealogists 
for her compilation, Directory of Profes
sional Genealogists - 1993. 

As coordinator for the advanced prob
lem solving course conducted at the Gene
alogical Institute of Texas and a non-credit 
faculty member (genealogy) at the Univer
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock, Desmond 
has a solid foundation in lecturing. She 
has been the featured lecturer at all-day 
workshops in Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, 

Desmond Walls Allen 

Oklahoma, North Carolina, Louisiana, 
and Colorado and a presenter at the last 
five national conferences. In 1993, at the 
FGS Conference in St. Louis, attendees 
rated Desmond among the ten most effec
tive speakers. 

Desmond indicates she will lecture 
anywhere, "even outdoors." She prefers 
not to be housed in someone's home and 
requires a non-smoking environment. Tap-
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ing is permitted. Contact Desmond Walls 
Allen, P.O. Box 303, Conway, Arkansas 
72033-0303. 

Have you found a reference to a family or 
individual who resides in one state in the 
records of another state? If you find one 
of these "strays, .. send a postcard with 1) 
name(s) involved; 2) residence when 
record was created; 3) type and date of 
record and citation; 4) present location of 
record; 5) your full name and address. 
Print the information clearly and mail the 
postcard to U.S. Strays, FGS Editorial 
Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, 
Illinois 60558. For a copy of the postcard 
entry, send a SASE and the file number 
(6:4:x) to the above address. 
6:4: 1. 1862 marriage of Sarah L. Nichols 

of New Haven, Connecticut and Peter 
Johnson of Sacramento, found in Cali
fornia. [C. Childers, CAl 

6:4:2. 1890 (circa) photograph taken in 
Pueblo, Colorado, of Charlie, Crissie, 
and Robert Hobson, found in Chicago. 
[So Luebking, ILl 

6:4:3. 1909 marriage of Helen Mary 
Hewitt and Harry Llewellyn Pierce, 
both of Missouri, in Arkansas. [M. 
Stegeman, CAl 

6:4:4. 1863 deaths in California of Daniel 
and Lizetta Dunnegand of Tennessee 
and Iowa. [C. Childers, CAl 

6:4:5. 1863 death in California of Thomas 
Vinchaler of Ohio. [C. Childers, CAl 

;' 
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Biography MakerM helps you record your 
family stories the easy way ... 

Grandma blushed when she saw this picture, and I knew that 
the story had to be preserved forever! 

"On the way backfrom an afternoon walk 
Grandma decided to see if the old clamming 
bucket would be a suitable place for a midday 
dip. Little did she know that Samuel. her 
foture husband, would have a camera ready to 
capture the scene for posterity." 

Easily record your family stories 
You have many reasons why you haven't 
recorded your family stories: lack oftime, 
unsure what to write about, busy working on 
your family tree, and so on. Well, end the 
procrastination! Now, you can record 
precious anecdotes or full-blown biographies 
quickly and easily with Biography Maker. 
This new software program makes recording 
family history as effortless as telling stories at 
a family reunion. 

Biography Maker customizes a list of 
topics for each person you write about 
How does Biography Maker work? Just 
provide the program with a few simple facts, 
such as birth and death dates. Using these 
facts, Biography Maker will present a 
Customized List of Topics. For example, if 
you are writing about someone who was born 
in 190 I, Biography Maker would include 
historical topics, such as "World War I" and 
"Prohibition Era". Examples of personal 
topics would be "Education" or "Personality 
and Values". You choose only the topics you 
are interested in writing about. 

1000's of questions narrow your focus 
Each topic is composed of hundreds of 
questions, over 5,000 questions in the whole 
program! These questions help you remember 
the details of the person's life you are writing 
about. Now with a specific focus, you are 
ready to write a detailed, historical biography. 

Biography Maker's Topics Include: 
Ancestry World War I 
Friendships Family Traditions 
Occupation The Great Depression 
Education Relationships and Dating 
Holidays Space Shuttle and Beyond 
Hometown U.S. Industrialization 
Marriage Prohibition Era 
Personal Politics plus 66 more topics! 

Simply answer a few questions each 
week 
In no time you will have a biography or a 
collection of stories your whole family will 
cherish forever. 

Save your stories in book format 
Biography Maker keeps you organized by 
providing page numbers, table of contents, 
chapter headings, cover and dedication pages, 
and import/export capabilities. These 
finishing touches will make your stories extra 
special. 

"I think the writing ideas are truly inspired - and 
inspiring. They brought up many interesting topics 
that I never would have thought of I think the 
program will be a great help for people writing 
biographies. " 

- Donna Przecha, Author of 
Guide to Genealogy Software, 1993 

$29.99 Yes, send me Biography Maker for 
IBM personal computers and compatibles. Add 
$5.00 for shipping and handling. California 
residents please add $2.54 sales tax. Not available 
in stores. Banner Blue offers a 30-day money back 
guarantee if you are not completely satisfied. 

Call 510-795-4490 
or send this coupon with payment 

Name: _____________ _ 

Address: ____________ _ 

City: _____________ _ 

State: Zip: ____ _ 

Daytime phone ( __ ), _______ _ 

OCheck (US only) OVisa/MC OAmEx 
Card No: ________ Exp: __ _ 

Signature: ____________ _ 

Biography Maker is a trademark of Banner Blue Software Incorporated. All rights reserved. 
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Events should have importance beyond a particular geographic area. Submit notices at least FIVE months in advance of event. 
Include name and description of event, date, place, contact name and address or phone number. Send Calendar items to FGS 
Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, Illinois 60558. 

1995 or phone Tom Winters (813) 858-
January 21, Mobile, Ala.: The Mobile 8579. 

Genealogical Society presents Marsha 
Hoffman Rising in a day-long seminar. 
Topics include "It Works! Problem 
Solving Techniques. " Telephone Rich
ard Crowther, (601) 935-5902, for 
information. 

January 21, Sun City, Ariz.: Paula Stuart 
Warren and James W. Warren are 
hosted by the Sun Cities Genealogical 
Society for an all-day seminar at the 
Lakes Club. Write Mary Jo Lyon, 
18843 N. 94th Lane, Peoria, Arizona 
85382-3633 for details. 

January 27-28, Dallas, Tex.: Dozens of 
exhibitors will provide information, 
products, demonstrations, and services 
at GENTECH95. These include many 
genealogy software publishers, repre
sentatives of genealogy and computing 
periodicals, a number of hardware 
dealers, and major computer compa
nies such as mM and WordPerfect. 
This event is sponsored by 
GENTECH, Inc., a non-profit Dallas
based organization. Registration fax 
(214) 239-4992. Voice Mail (214) 495-
1569. 

February 3-4, Middleton, Wisc.: The 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
and the Wisconsin State Genealogical 
Society are sponsoring Genealogy 
Conference '95 featuring six speakers: 
Helen F.M. Leary, Joy Reisinger, 
James W. Warren, Paula Stuart War
ren, James L. Hansen, and Harry 
Miller. For up-to-date information on 
space availability, call (608) 264-6587. 

February 4, Lakeland, Fla.: An all-day 
seminar will feature Myra Vanderpool 
Gormley of Washington State. Her 
lectures include "Where the Answers 
Are Buried." Contact the sponsor, 
Mid-Florida PUG or Kay Stone, 2240 
BananaRoad, Lakeland, Florida 33809 

February 11, Vero Beach, Fla.: Annual 
Valentine Seminar of the Indian River 
Genealogical Society, Inc., will feature 
Dr. George Schweitzer. Topics include 
"Military Genealogical Research. " For 
details and registration contact Pamela 
Hall (407) 562-4495. 

February 18, Naperville, TI1.: The DuPage 
County (IL) Genealogical Society will 
host its Twentieth Annual Workshop 
titled, Roots, Boots, & Bites. Rachel 
Mellen and Paul Milner will address 
"Roots" in the British Isles. Other 
sessions will include beginning to 
advanced "Boots" in computer technol
ogy and in "Bites" of general research. 
Contact Tom Fetters, 545 Elizabeth 
Drive, Lombard, llinois 60148; (708) 
629-3514. 

February 25, Clearwater Beach, Fla.: 
Suncoast Genealogy Society of Palm 
Harbor, Florida presents Curt Witcher, 
president of the Federation of Genea
logical Societies, as guest speaker at 
their annual seminar. Contact Howard 
Smith, SGS president, P.O. Box 1294, 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 

February 25, Whittier, Calif.: Civil War 
and Pioneer Community Research will 
be presented by Russell P. Baker, 
author on articles on Arkansas history, 
Southern family and religious history. 
Hosted by the Whittier Area Genealog
ical Society; details available from 
Mary Collins (310) 633-4697. 

March 4, Mesa, Ariz.: The Genealogical 
Workshop of Mesa will host an Ever
ton "Climbing Your Family Tree Can 
Be Fun" workshop. Contact Doris 
Miller-Redwine (602) 985-0250. 

March 10-11, San Francisco, Calif.: 
"Following Paper Trails Across the 

Continent," is a major genealogical 
fair with vendors from allover the 
country and a good selection of speak
ers and workshops. Contact is Mary 
Lou Grossberg, c/o California Genea
logical Society, P.O. Box 77105, San 
Francisco, California 94107-0105. 

March 11, Cincinnati, Ohio: The Hamil
ton County Genealogical Society an
nounces its 1995 Spring Educational 
Seminar featuring Desmond Walls 
Allen. A half day "Problem Solving 
Workshop" will be supplemented with 
two afternoon lectures. Information 
from HCGS, P.O. Box 15851, Cincin
nati, Ohio 45215-0851. 

March 11, Claremont, Calif.: Larry O. 
Jensen, professional genealogist and 
publisher from Utah, will speak on (1) 
Present and Future Filming of German 
Records in Eastern Europe, and (2) 
German Research Sources and Tools. 
The seminar is sponsored by the Ger
man Genealogical Society of America, 
2125 Wright Avenue, Suite C-9, La 
Verne, California 91750-5814. 

March 11, Phoenix, Ariz.: The Family 
History Society of Arizona Seminar 
will feature Elizabeth Shown Mills 
speaking on "Tilling Southern Soil for 
Northeastern Roots," "Finding Fe
males," "Burned Courthouses," and 
"Never too Poor to Trace." Contact 
Janna Larson, 14623' N. 49th Place, 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85254-2207; (602) 
953-1392. 

April 1, Huntsville, Ala.: Marsha Hoff
man Rising will present a seminar for 
the Tennessee Valley Genealogical 
Society. Contact David E. Milan, P.O. 
Box 1568, Huntsville, Alabama 35807 
for details. 

April 1, Lake Charles, La.: The South
west Louisiana Genealogical Society, 
Inc., Calcasieu Parish Library, and 

Winter 1994, Volume 6 Number 4 37 



FGS FORUM 

Calcasieu Chapter-DAR, will sponsor 
a seminar by Desmond Walls Allen. 
Allen's topics will include the Ameri
can State Papers. Contact SWLGS, 
P.O. Box 5652, Lake Charles, Louisi
ana 70606-5652 or president Pat Huff
aker (318) 477-3087. 

April I, Terre Haute, Ind.: The Indiana 
Genealogical Society will hold its 
annual meeting and workshop, "The 
Banks of the Wabash Conference." 
Eight lectures in four sessions. Contact 
IGS, P.O. Box 10507, Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana 46852. 

April 7-8, Salt Lake City, Utah: "Utah: 
Genealogy Crossroads of the World," 
is the theme of the Utah Genealogical 
Association's Seminar at the Airport 
Hilton Hotel. Speakers include Karen 
Clifford, Marleen Coleman, Richard 
Dougherty, Arlene Eakle, Loni Gard
ner, Ruth Maness, Kory Meyerink, 
Larry O. Jensen, George Ott, Jimmy 
Parker, David E. Rencher, Jayare 
Roberts, Daniel Schlyter, and Loretto 
Szucs. Contact June Calder (801) 240-
2091 or George Jordan (801) 240-
1009. 

April 8, Kansas City, Mo.: Marie Varrel
man Melchiori will present three lec
tures on records pertaining to the War 
of the Rebellion that are in the Nation
al Archives. Titles include "So Grand
pa Wore Grey; Confederate Records at 
the National Archives. " Write Heart of 
America Genealogical Society & Li
brary, Inc., c/o Kansas City Public 
Library, 311 East 12th Street, Kansas 
City, Missouri 64106-2412. 

April 18-28, Salt Lake City, Utah: The 
Orange County California Genealogical 
Society annual research trip to the 
Family History Library will include 
research help, workshops and banquet. 
Call Joan Rambo (714) 543-3811 or 
Janet Spurgeon (714) 827-9598. 

April 21-22, Topeka, Kans.: The annual 
conference of the Topeka Genealogical 
Society will feature James L. Hansen 
of Madison, Wisconsin. His Saturday 
seminar "Frontier Genealogy" will 
include presentations on the Draper 
Manuscripts. Contact TGS, P.O. Box 
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4048, Topeka, Kansas 55504-0048 or 
call (913) 233-5762. 

April 22, Baton Rouge, La.: The Louisi
ana Genealogical and Historical So
ciety's annual seminar will feature E. 
Russ Williams. Jr., Judith Hamner on 
computers, and other speakers. Contact 
LGHS, P.O. Box 82050, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70884-2060. 

April 29, Moline, Ill.: The 21st Annual 
Quad Cities genealogical conference 
will present Ann Smith Lainhart speak
ing on New England research. The 
conference is sponsored by Blackhawk 
Genealogical Society and Scott County 
Iowa Genealogical Society. Call 
Everett H. Guerink, (319) 359-3526 
for information. 

May 3-6, San Diego, Calif.: The San 
Diego Genealogical Society hosts the 
National Genealogical Society Confer
ence at the Town and Country Hotel 
and Convention Center. This confer
ence promises a variety of ideas for 
tackling your most difficult genealogi
cal puzzles. NGS members will auto
matically receive the conference pro
gram and registration brochure with 
the January/February NGS Newsletter. 
Others should contact NGS, 4527 17th 
Street, North, Arlington, Virginia 
22207-2399; (703) 525-0050. A bro
chure will be available in January 
1995. 

May 6-7, North Falmouth, Mass.: The 
Falmouth Genealogical Society is 
sponsoring a Conference on Cape Cod 
Genealogy in celebration of its tenth 
anniversary. Write the Falmouth Gene
alogical Society, P.O. Box 2107, 
Teaticket, Massachusetts 02536. 

June 5, Portland, Ore.: Family History 
Faire, primarily a vendors' event, will 
feature display and sales booths and 
some classes. Contact the Genealogical 
Forum of Oregon, Inc., 2130 SW 5th 
Avenue, Suite 220, Portland, Oregon 
97201-4934; (503) 227-2398. 

June 11-16, Birmingham, Ala.: The 
Samford University Institute of Geneal
ogy and Historical Research will hold 
its 31st annual session at the Samford 

University Library. Levels and topics 
of courses to be presented and coordi
nators are: Fundamentals (Sandra 
Luebking) Intermediate (Lloyd Bock
struck); The New South (Dr. James R. 
Johnson); Advanced Methodology 
(Elizabeth Shown Mills); Genealogy as 
a Profession (Helen F.M. Leary); and 
Native American Research in the 
Southeast (Dr. Joan Mitchell). Note: 
prerequisites are necessary for registra
tion in the advanced course. Enroll
ment is limited and early registration 
recommended. Write or phone Sam
ford's IGHR, Samford Library, Bir
mingham, Alabama 35229; (205) 870-
2780. 

June 17, Bridgeton, Mo.: The St. Louis 
Genealogical Society announces "The 
Largest One-Day Genealogical Fair in 
the Nation," featuring a vast array of 
exhibitors of books, software, and 
other products. Contact Fred Harris, 
facilities chairman, (314) 842-0350 for 
details. 

June 17, Wichita, Kans.: Dr. George 
Schweitzer will be the featured speaker 
at the annual Kansas Council of Genea
logical Societies hosted by the Midwest 
Genealogical Society. KCGS may be 
reached at P.O. Box 3858, Topeka, 
Kansas 66604-6858; (903) 774-4411. 

June 22-25, Denver, Colo.: Horst A. 
Reschke of Kearns, Utah; Helen 
Hinchliff of Fulford Harbour, British 
Columbia; and Annette K. Burgert of 
Pennsylvania are featured speakers at 
the 1995 Palatines to America national 
conference. Contact Sandy Carter-Duff 
(303) 777-1391. 

June 25-29, Washington, D.C.: The 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater 
Washington hosts the Fourteenth Annu
al Seminar on Jewish Genealogy. 
Contact: JGSGW, P.O. Box 412, 
Vienna, Virginia 22183-0412 or Rita 
Krakower Margolis, seminar chair, 
Fax (301) 530-3257. 

July 3-26, England, Wales, Scotland: The 
Samford University Institute of Geneal
ogy and Historical Research In Eng
land and Scotland is a 3 112 week 
study-research trip to the British Isles. 



The 1995 tour leaders and lecturers are 
Dr. Helen Hinchliff and Mr. Donald 
Simmons. Dr. Hinchliff is an Ameri
can family historian specializing in 
eighteenth-century Scottish genealogy. 
London-bornMr. Donald Simmons, an 
English family historian, is particularly 
interested in the genealogy of family 
businesses, particularly in the City of 
London. Enrollment is limited. Write 
or phone Samford's IGHR, Samford 
Library, Birmingham, Alabama 35229; 
(205) 870-2780. 

July 8, Tulsa, Okla.: "Consider the Col
lateral Kin" is one of four presenta
tions to be made by Marsha Hoffman 
Rising for the Tulsa Genealogical 
Society. Contact John T. Gibeson, 
P.O. Box 585, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74101-0585; (918) 291-0701. 

July 10-13, Springfield, TIL: The Genea
logical Institute of Mid-America pro
vides in-depth instruction in a universi
ty setting. Three courses are offered: 
Fundamentals of Research (paula 
Warren), Intermediate Studies (Sandra 
Luebking), and Eastern Sources: New 
England, Mid-Atlantic and Upper 
South (Lloyd Bockstruck). Cosponsored 
by the lllinois State Genealogical Soci
etyand Sangamon State University, the 
beginners and intermediate courses 
include field trips to area research 
sites. For details, contact Julie Slack, 
Sangamon State University, Office of 
Continuing Education, Spring-field, 
lllinois 62794-9243; (218) 786-7464. 

July 10-14, Washington, D.C.: The 
National Institute on Genealogical 
Research, an intensive week-long 
program for experienced researchers 
(genealogists, librarians, historians, 
archivists), will focus on federal and 
pre-federal records held at the National 
Archives I and ll. Early enrollment is 
encouraged as the institute is limited to 
40 persons. Write NIGR, P.O. Box 
14274, Washington, D.C. 20044-4274. 

July 13-16, Bismarck, N.D.: The 25th 
Annual Germans from Russia Heritage 
Society Convention. Contact Rachel 
Schmidt, office manager, (701) 223-
6167. 

July 13-15, Boston, Mass.: The Sesqui-

centennial Celebration of The New 
England Historic Genealogical Society 
will feature a multitude of speakers and 
special events. Keynote speaker will be 
David McCullough, Pulitzer Prizewin
ning author of the best seller Truman. 
Host hotel is the Westin at Copley 
Place. Contact NEHGS, 101 Newbury 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 or 
call (617) 536-5740. 

July 24-28, Richardson, Tex.: The Third 
Annual Genealogical Institute of Texas 
will feature hands-on, intensive instruc
tion for every serious genealogist, 
beginner to advanced, in a one-week 
format. 1995 courses will include 
Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced, 
The American Melting Pot, Genealogi
cal Writing, Problem Solving: Ad
vanced, Hispanic Family Research and 
Exploring Research Facilities. Course 
coordinators are Paula Stuart Warren, 
John Philip Colletta, James W. War
ren, George K. Schweitzer, Mary 
McCampbell Bell, Desmond Walls 
Allen, George Ryskamp and Sammie 
Townsend Lee. Lloyd DeWitt Bock
struck will serve as a featured instruc
tor and GIT adviser. An informational 
brochure is available from GIT, P.O. 
Box 832856, Richardson, Texas 
75083-2856; (214) 341-0212. 

August 21, Stillwater, Okla.: The Payne 
County Genealogical Society will 
present Marsha Hoffman Rising. Mrs. 
Rising will speak on topics that include 
"Roads Into Missouri" and "Roads Out 
of Missouri." Contact Mrs. Grace 
Barreau, 210 N. Manning, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma 74075; (405) 372-0130. 

October 28, Houston, Texas: The Hous
ton Genealogical Forum's 1995 work
shop will feature Marsha Hoffman 
Rising. Contact William R. Swear
ingen, Chair, P.O. Box 271466, Hous
ton, Texas 77277-1466. 

September 20-23, Seattle, Wash.: The 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 
and the Seattle Genealogical Society, 
will present a m~or national confer
ence of over 1000 genealogists. The 
event will feature an array of speak
ers, exhibits, and special events in 
keeping with the theme, "From Sea 
to Shining Sea." Details available 

FGS FORUM 

from FGS Business OffICe, P.O. Box 
3385, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-
3385. 

1996 
July 14-19, Newton Highlands, Mass.: 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Boston will host the Fifteenth 
Summer Seminar on Jewish Genealo
gy. Contact 1OSGB, P.O. Box 366, 
Newton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02161-0003 for details. 

August 14-17, Rochester, N.Y.: "In 
Your Ancestors' Image," the annual 
national conference of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies will be 
hosted by the Rochester Genealogical 
Society. Watch the FGS FORUM for 
details in mid-1995. FGS Business 
Office, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84110-3385. 

'
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Address/Name Changes & Corrections 

Goodenow Family Association, Theo
dore J. Banvard, Corresponding Secre
tary, Route 2, Box 718, Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia 25443. 

Kinseekers Genealogical Society of 
Lake County, P.O. Box 492711, Lees
burg, Florida 34749-2711. 

Louisiana Genealogical and Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 82060, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70884-2060. 

San Diego Genealogical Society, 1050 
Pioneer Way, Suite E, EI Cajon, Califor
nia 92020-1943. 

Tree Trackers Library, HCR-Ol, Box 
1210, Eagle Rock, Missouri 65641. 

Vandenberg Genealogical Society, P . O. 
Box 81, Lompoc, California 93438-0081. 

Announcements 
Scharlott Goettsch Blevins, former FGS 
president, was elected chairman of the 
State Historical Society of Iowa board of 
trustees at a meeting held in Indianola in 
early 1994. The society, the historical 
division of the Department of Cultural 
Affairs, is the state agency created and 
empowered by the general assembly as the 
official trustee of Iowa's human heritage. 
Its responsibilities are to preserve, main
tain and share all of Iowa's history with 
the general public, researchers, scholars 
and school teachers. 
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Why should your society join the Federation? 

Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organization comprised of nearly 300 
genealogical and historical societies, family associations, and libraries, ultimately representing over 100,000 
individual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at the 
national level. It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their 
activities, and to monitor events that are critical to the future of genealogy. 

Benefits of Membership: 

• Records Preservation & Access Committee 
monitoring status of records 

• SOciety management workshops and publications 
• Valuable discounts, coupons and merchandise 

from supporting publishers and supply companies 
• Coordination of the computerized index to all 

Civil War participants 
• Forty percent discount on the quarterly publication 

FGS Forum for all your members 
• Representation in national-level committees such 

as the GCC, NCCPH, RAGAS, etc. 
• Discounts on all FGS publications 
• Educational and networking opportunities at 

annual Federation conferences 
• Collective voice promoting the interests of 

~ogists 

Dues Structure 
Less than fifty cents per 

Nwnber" ADnual member enables your society 
to make a difference in the of Membel'8 Dues 

future of genealogy! ().so $25 

51·99 $35 

100-199 $4S 

200-299 SS5 

300-399 $6S 

400-499 $75 

SOO-999 $85 

1.000+ $lOS 

l.ibl'8rice/ $25 
InstitutiOlll 

Collectively we can make a difference! 
The Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.O. Box 3385-A, Salt Lake CitYf UT 84110-3385.801/254-2785 
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