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CIVIL W AR HISTORIAN IS KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
AT RICHMOND CONFERENCE 

Edwin Cole Bearss, Chief Historian of 
the National Park Service, will be the 

banquet speaker at the 1994 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies Conference, On to 
Richmond!, to be held 12-15 October in 
Richmond, Virginia. The Virginia Genea
logical Society is the local host society. 

Ed Bearss grew up on his grandfather's 
ranch near Hardin, Montana, in the shadow 
of the Rosebud Mountains within a bike 
ride of the Custer battlefield. On the 
ranch, the E Bar S (E-S), he named the 
cattle for Civil War generals and battles. 
His favorite milk cow was Antietam. 

During World War n, Ed was with the 
3d Marine Raider Battalion and 1st Ma
rine Division in the invasion of Guadal
canal and New Britain. Badly wounded by 
machine gun fire, he spent 26 months in 
various hospitals. 

After receiving an M.A. in history 
from Indiana University, Ed began an 
eventful career with the National Park 
Service. While park historian at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, his research led 
him and two friends to the long-lost rest
ing place of the Union gunboat, Cairo. He 
located two forgotten forts at Grand Gulf, 
Mississippi, and helped get Grand Gulf 
made into a Mississippi State Military 
Monument. 

He has been the recipient of many 
awards in the field of history and preser
vation: the T. Harry Williams Award, the 
Bruce Catton Award, the Alvin Claman 
Award, the BellI. Wiley Award and the 
Harry S Truman Award for Meritorious 
Service in the field of Civil War history, 

and others. In 1964 he was chosen to 
become a member of the Company of 
Military Historians and was voted a fellow 
in that organization. 

In 1990 he was a commentator on the 
PBS program, "The Civil War," which 
continues to be the most popular program 
ever to be broadcast by that network. 

Mr. Bearss is a renowned lecturer on 
the Civil War. His banquet presentation, 
"J.E.B. Stuart Embarrasses the Federals: 
The June 1862 Ride around McClellan's 
Army, " will highlight this important 
incident in Virginia's Civil War history. 

The banquet is open to all and will be 
preceded by an informal reception on 
Friday evening. If you have not yet reserved 
a banquet ticket, do so at the conference 
registration desk as early as possible. 

Edwin Cole Bearss 
Chief Historian, National Park Service 

RICHM:OND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES 
The Library of Virginia (formerly The Virginia State Library and Archives) will 

extend their hours Wednesday and Thursday, 12 and 13 October until 9 p.m. 
(Shuttle bus service will be available until 10 p.m. both evenings.) The Virginia 
Historical Society will operate on their regular schedule during the conference, 
closing at 5pm. Please note that due to the Columbus Day holiday. all federal and 
many state and local agencies will be closed Monday, 10 October. But don't let 
this shorten your trip to Richmond. There are many local and regional attractions 
that will be open during the long weekend. 

Registration for Richmond will be open only if space is available. Check in at 
the conference registration desk on the lower level of the Marriott. You will 
receive the conference booklet, syllabus and your name badge when you register. 
Registration hours are Tuesday, 6 p.m.-9 p.m.; Wednesday, opens at 7:30 a.m.; 
and Thursday through Saturday, opens at 7 a.m. 
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INTO THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 
THE CHALLENGE FOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

W e are bombarded with statements of 
forecast, proclamations of import, 

and talk of doom as the twenty-first cen
tury draws closer and closer. While we 
may grow tired of this pseudo-sensational
ism, we should at least pay heed to the 
touchstones that are before us-and act in 
a reasonable, discerning manner in shap
ing the course of our future. 

While some may find something magi
cal-perhaps even mystical-about the 
dawn of another millennium, I rather 
believe that through whatever turn of 
events precipitate this current time, we in 
the genealogical community find ourselves 
at what I call a "convergence of cross
roads." That this convergence is happen
ing around the end of one century and the 
start of another has given some cause for 
pause-and well it should. 

We Are at a 
Convergence of Crossroads 

A crossroad-any crossroad-is created 
by a series of events or experiences that 
forces us to a decision point. We can no 
longer ride the tide of comfort, or what 
some might call mediocrity. We are en
ticed, challenged, or forced to make a 
choice-to arrive at a decision. 

What are some of the crossroads facing 
the genealogical community and its societ
ies? First, the genealogical community 
continues to grow at a steadily increasing 
pace. Having family, ethnic, and social 
history folded into school curricula from 
kindergarten through post graduate work 
certainly contributes to this growth. The 
increasing ethnic pride found in so many 
communities contributes to this growth. 
The quest to understand how the threads 
of our families' lives are woven into the 
fabric of our communities, our states, and 
our country, contributes to this growth. 
How are we going to handle that growth? 
Are we correctly postured to provide 
appropriate products and services to ade
quately address the needs of these individ
uals? 

A second crossroad is that the genea
logical community is maturing. This 
maturation is evidenced not only in our 

by Curt B. Witcher, FGS President 

swelling ranks but also in the increasing 
diversity of individuals seriously and 
actively engaged in the historical research 
process. Our members are calling for 
more specific expertise in the programs 
we offer. They are demanding more 
documented research in our publications 
coupled with in-depth historical research 
methodology articles. They want research 
facilities, computer training, and access to 
the ever-growing number of information 
conduits. 

A third crossroad is certainly in the 
arena of records preservation and access. 
This is a complex crossroad because it 

Curt B. Witcher 
FGS President 

"We are at a convergence 
01 crossroads ... " 

usually involves laws and regulations, 
public funds, technology, and public 
records. Too often the issue is addressed 
without considering all its component 
parts. In some areas, preservation is not 
an issue-grants, private funding, and 
public monies have been mixed to provide 
a solid financial base for supporting first
rate microfilming or digitizing projects. 
Too often, though, in those same areas, 
access to the preserved records is difficult 
if not impossible. In other areas of the 
country, city and county clerks are facing 
serious space shortages for the first time 

in the histories of their jurisdictions. Are 
necessary and vital historical documents 
being discarded to provide space for the 
miles of current documents being created 
by our contemporary litigious age? Do we 
know who is making the decisions about 
what stays and what goes? Are we com
fortable with the decision makers and the 
process? 

Another crossroad rests in the fact that 
public library funding and public monies 
for state historical societies, state librar
ies, and state archives in a growing num
ber of communities are truly in jeopardy. 
It does not take a great scholar to figure 
out that if these research institutions are in 
trouble, we as genealogists are also in 
trouble. What can we do about it? What 
ARE we going to do about it? 

The technology boon is still another 
crossroad that is invading, altering, and 
adapting nearly every corner of our lives. 
How information is transmitted, accessed, 
stored, and preserved will be impacted 
greatly by this ever-evolving sphere of 
technological advancement. We may have 
heard so much about the Clinton admini
stration's National Information Infrastruc
ture that we cannot bear to hear another 
word-or we may know so little about it 
that we do not know to be concerned. But 
in its basest form, it is government, busi
ness, and a powerful, growing communi
cations network deciding how you and I 
are going to be accessing all kinds of 
information, even historical and genealog
ical information. Technology, big brother, 
and genealogy-a crossroad where some 
important decisions are going to be made. 

A final, and perhaps more important 
crossroad, is the growing need to define 
ourselves as genealogists and as genealog
ical societies. This definition must come 
within the context of our local, state, and 
national political structures and realities. 
The totality and the diversity of our num
bers, the sophistication of our research, 
and the interconnectivity of our discipline 
and endeavors with other disciplines 
mandates that we must have a voice and 
we must make our voice heard. We must 
decide upon a role, define and refine that 
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role, and pursue recognition of that role 
with a vengeance. 

So, are we at a convergence of cross
roads? I believe the answer is a definite 
yes. Rather than providing a litany of 
what many of us already know, I want to 
share an overview of the posture I believe 
genealogical societies must take to suc
cessfully meet the challenges of 2000 and 
beyond. 

Leap into This New Era 
How should we greet this new decade, 

this new century, this new millennium? I 
suggest we LEAP into this new era. 
LEAP, in terms of Leadership and Legis
lation, Exploration, Action, and Participa
tion. At the heart of our ability to leap 
into the twenty-first century will be the 
strength of our genealogical societies. 

Our Ranks Need Leadership 
As a growing and maturing group of 

individuals, it is clear, painfully clear in a 
number of instances, that our ranks are in 
need of leadership. We need strong lead
ers at the local level. Leaders that under
stand the realities, look at the possibilities, 
and envision a future consistent with the 
needs of family, social, and ethnic histori
ans. Leaders in our genealogical societies 
must be willing to work with and through 
people. They must be willing to confront 
the challenging projects that need to be 
done, and they must envision those pro
jects that enhance both preservation and 
access that no one has quite identified yet. 
They must act with integrity and declare 
any turf as our turf, not your turf or my 
turf. In a sense, they need to dream new 
dreams while keeping that necessary 
orientation reality. Leadership at the local 
level affects what is published, what 
programs are promoted, what records are 
preserved, who has access to those re
cords, and how that access is achieved. 

How does one find these leaders partic
ularly when all of us seem to be redefin
ing "over committed" on a daily basis? 
While the job is big, the job description is 
amazing small and simple. "Real leaders 
are ordinary people with extraordinary 
determination." Leaders are all around 
us-we who are concerned about the 
future of family history and genealogical 
societies must invite these people around 
us to assume leadership roles. We must 
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encourage them to unleash their extraordi
nary determination. 

Navigating the 
Legislative and Political Arenas 

Hand-in-hand with strong leadership is 
our place in the legislative arena. We 
must be active in the legislative and politi
cal arenas. Yes, I did say political arena. 
Now, before anyone gets up in arms, 
grabs the stones, or hurls the tomatoes, 
let's take a close look at the reality of the 
situation. Like it or not, most everything 
we do in our lives has political connota
tions, political ramifications, or is at least 
in some sense political. To be "alive and 
well" in the twenty-first century, we had 
better learn to navigate in this arena-and 
navigate well. To seek a so-called higher 
moral ground with the attitude of "we 
don't get involved in politics," will be 
suicidal in the twenty-first century. Indeed 
such attitudes are endangering our ability 
to access records and our ability to have a 
voice in town and county council proceed
ings, in state legislatures, and in Con
gress. 

For perhaps a multitude of reasons we 
fear getting involved in the political arena. 
Must genealogical society officers be 
mindful of our 501(C)-3 or equivalent 
statuses and all that they entail? Yes! 
Must we not cross the line between pro
tecting and enhancing our positions as 
they relate to our ability to conduct re
search and actual full-blown lobbying? 
Yes! Must we remain silent in the political 
arena to do so? Absolutely not! We need 
our legislators and congresspeople to 
know that we genealogists and family 
historians are part of their constituent 
groups. We must be political because we 
must have a voice. It should be clear to 
our elected decision makers that a conse
quential number of the folks on any juris
diction's tax rolls engage in genealogical 
activities. But before our clout is known 
to our elected decision makers, it must be 
clear to us. We can no longer afford not 
to capitalize on the power of our collec
tive voice. 

To demonstrate the inappropriateness 
of the proponents of the non-political 
position, one need only to look at the 
frustrating sequence of events surrounding 
the discussion (or perhaps debate) over 
who should be the next Archivist of the 

United States and upon what qualifications 
should that decision or appointment be 
made. Some individuals are saying that 
such-and-so candidate is not a good choice 
because he is too political or that the 
President should not consider another 
candidate because she knows too many 
politicians. Wait a minute! We darn well 
better have an Archivist who is political. 

Anyone who thinks that an Archivist of 
the United States can effectively execute 
the duties of that office, or even simply 
survive, without political savvy, is sadly 
out of touch. The Archivist will need to 
be familiar and comfortable with the 
political process, know how to use the 
process, and be alert to the signals that 
arise when the process is being abused. 
We have no hope of ever having the 
Archives funded at the proper level if the 
Archivist is not political. We have no 
hope of ever having a truly independent 
Archives if the Archivist is not political. 
I believe the key is for the Archivist, and 
for us, to be political but not partisan. 
There is a difference. 

Not convinced? Take a quick look at 
the Clinton National Information Infra
structure (NIl) alluded to above. If we are 
not tuned in to what is going on politically 
in this arena, we are definitely going to be 
shut out of any decisions about how this 
twenty-first century information conduit is 
going to work. We will be locked out of 
decisions about access, about costs, about 
the technical aspects of the data, and 
about what is maintained and what is 
discarded. 

Politically, it has been prudent for the 
Clinton Administration to say that the NIT 
is going to be underwritten by business-it 
will be a joint governmentlbusiness ven
ture with business paying a significant 
portion of the tab. That certainly sounds 
nice in a time when everyone is so con
cerned about taxes. But what does it really 
mean? 

Who's in Charge? 
It means that businesses and corporate 

America will call the shots. Do you think 
corporate America is going to invest the 
billions of dollars necessary to build and 
maintain this information superhighway 
out of the goodness of its heart? Not 
likely. Concerns and decision will be 

(continued on page 21) 
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INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX (IGI) 
1993 EDITION-PART IV 

by Elizabeth L. Nichols, AG, Salt Lake City, Utah 

To conclude this in-depth look at the International Genealogical Index, Part N discusses thejinal steps in locating the 
originating source of an IGI entry and gives tips on special indexing situations for certain dates, patronymics, and place 
names. Readers with Scottish Ancestry will want to note the section of the Index to Old Parochial Registers of Scotland. A 
section on other helpful WS records ends with suggestions for further assistance in understanding and using this remarkable 
research tool, the International Genealogical Index. 

The Family History Department and the FGS FORUM grant verbatim reprint permission to any FGS member organization. 
If a member organization needs a shortened version of the article, please contact the author for suggested changes in this 
series, c/o The Family History Department, 50 E. North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150. 

Most of the early LDS proxy temple 
records of baptisms and endow

ments may be circulated to Family His
tory Centers. Many of these records 
contain very little additional information. 
See extracts on page 6 of Part lli. (Seal
ing records are not yet in the International 
Genealogical Index, but they will be 
added beginning with the next release. 
Sealing records are generally not available 
for circulation.) 

For records that can be photocopied 
and are easy to locate on the microfilm 
(such as most extracted records or patron
submitted entries with batch numbers), 
you can request a copy of a particular 
page using a photoduplication request 
form available from Family History Cen
ters. There is a small fee. 

Locating a Record 
To find a particular record on an LDS 

temple record microfilm, you will need to 
know how the records are arranged. 

LDS temple records are not arranged 
alphabetically nor by date of birth or 
marriage. For pre-1970 records, names 
are arranged by the name of the temple, 
the type of ordinance [proxy baptism, 
endowment, etc], the date of ordinance, 
and the name of the "relative"-(heir, 
instance of, family representative). Some
times separate lists for males and females 
are given, while other records list the two 
in a single list. Each temple recorder may 
have recorded entries in a somewhat 
different manner. Records were handwrit
ten in a register format until September 
1913, when they began to be typed (with 
numerous tying errors at first). The for
mat is still somewhat of a register format 
but not in columns as previously. Ordi
nances performed previously are listed in 

the record, which helps identify the partic
ular person or couple. For example, an 
endowment record will include the LDS 
baptism date; a sealing-to-parents record 
will include the endowment dates for the 
children and the sealing-of-husband-and
wife date for the parents, etc. 

About 1942 the Family Group Record 
began to be used as the primary submis
sion document. Endowment records are 
separate from sealing records, but the 
endowment date is also listed on the Fam
ily Group Record (sealing record). The 
Archive Records (family group records) 
are copies of these records, though they 
contain changes requested later which will 
not be on the original temple record. The 
IGI entry is taken from the original temple 
record and will not always match the 
Archive Record. Archive Records are 
available on film. The forms are alphabet
ically arranged by the name of the hus
band or father on the form. The original 
temple sealing record cannot be circu
lated. 

Special Indexing Situations 

Certain unusual situations required 
special indexing decisions that you must 
understand in order to use IGI records. Be 
aware of these situations: 

Baptisms and Endowments 

• Proxy baptisms take only a few 
minutes to perform; endowments take 
several hours; sealings cannot be done 
until after endowments are performed for 
that individual. For these reasons, many 
more baptisms were done at one time than 
endowments or sealings. Especially in the 
early days, a member would identify all 
of his deceased relatives that he could 
remember and have their proxy baptisms 

performed. Thus, you will get, as it were, 
a "snapshot" of his memory of his family 
(those who were deceased). The member 
would have to return to the temple and 
spend several hours for each endowment, 
and this might take years-or might never 
be done. So while the information may be 
incomplete, the listing of relatives as they 
appear in the proxy baptism records can 
be of great value. 

Sometimes the specific relationships 
listed are very valuable; at other times 
either the recorder did not obtain the 
information or the member did not take 
time to give it specifically: the term 
"friend" or "relative" may be used for a 
group that actually includes sisters and 
brothers and other close relatives of the 
heir. 

Dates 

• If a pre-1970 temple record said 
"Living" and a date, the IGI will list 
"Born about." This makes it hard to 
recognize the record. For example, the 
Scottish Martyr, Henry Forest, is listed 
"living 1527" when he was martyred 
between 1529 and 1533; his IGI record 
lists him as born "abt 1527." 

• As all genealogists know, changes in 
the calendars have affected the way dates 
appear in original records. This is espe
cially true for the months of January, 
February, and March in records from 
about 1500 to 1752. 

During this time, part of the world 
used the Julian calendar, which began its 
year on 25 March; other parts of the 
world used the Gregorian calendar, which 
began its year on 1 January. Thus, Janu
ary, February, and March (until the 25th) 
were the last three months of one calendar 
and the first three months of the other 
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calendar-making these months fall in 
different years for those calendars. Many 
record keepers handled this by listing two 
years for these dates-thus 22 February 
173112 did not mean that the year was 
unknown, but only that it depended on the 
calendar you were using. Because the 
International Genealogical Index lists only 
one year, there is no way to tell which 
calendar was used. Over the lifetime of 
the IGI, the methods have not always been 
consistent. 

As a general rule, the date was the first 
year shown by the record keeper. This 
may cause confusion in understanding the 
records for families as shown in the IGI. 
For example, if a marriage is recorded 
using the Julian calendar and children's 
births are recorded using the Gregorian 
calendar, it may appear either that the 
child was born before the parents were 
married or that two children cannot be
long to the same family. However, this 
may not be the case. 

If John Jones and Mary Doe were 
married in April 1730 and their first child 
was born in February 1730/1, it really 
was born ten months after the marriage. 
But when IGI only shows February 1730 
for the birth, it looks as if the child was 
born before the marriage. 

• Birth versus christening dates can 
present indexing discrepancies. Previous 
editions of the IGI have given priority to 
the christening date. This means when a 
record contained both dates, the christen
ing date was used and was the date print
ed in the 101. Beginning in 1990, this has 
changed. Priority is now given to the birth 
date. 

• Occasionally, the christening date 
field is used for other information. For 
some entries for Germany, the Nether
lands, and France, the date in the chris
tening column is not the christening date 
but the date the birth was registered with 
the government. This usually occurred 
soon after the actual birth. (These are 
government records-there would be no 
christening date associated with these 
entries.) 

Mismatches and Misreadings 

• In the early years of extraction, 
burials were matched with birth records. 
This is evident in the IGI by the fact that 
the term "Child" appears in the LDS 
Ordinances columns of Baptism and En-
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dowment (these temple ordinances are not 
needed for children who died under the 
age of 8 years). However, there is known 
to be occasional mismatches among these 
entries. (The practice is no longer fol
lowed. Deathlburial records have not been 
used for many years.) 

Example of mismatch: 

Born 19 Feb 1801, christened 5 Apr 
1801, John, son of John Hunter and 
Isabel Robson. 

Burial: 29 May 1805, age 4 years, 
John, son of John and Isabel Hunter. 

The burial entry really belonged to: 
born 21 Mar 1801, chr 23 May 1802, 
John, son of John Hunter and Isabel 
Charlton. 

The computer did not check the maiden 
surname of the mother. Tests have proved 
that it is seldom needed, but there are 
some errors. If it is your family member, 
carefully check all possibilities. (This type 
of mismatch can only be recognized 
through research in additional sources.) 

• Misreading of surnames that put 
names in different standard spellings in 
extracted records can often be quickly 
spotted by a study of the printouts, where 
the entry appears near entries for brothers 
and sisters, showing the same parents, 
etc. 

Omissions 

• Not all entries found in a record 
extracted appear in the IGI with an extrac
tion batch number. This is because if an 
entry was already in the file through 
another source, the duplicate entry from 
the extraction program was not added to 
the file. 

• Names that were in records extracted 
as part of the Controlled Extraction Pro
gram before 1969 may have been omitted 
from the IGI. When a child had no sur
name in the parish register entry, the 
record was not extracted. It will not ap
pear in either the IGI or the printout. 
(policy was changed in 1969; most of 
these will refer to places in England, 
because English records were the first 
records extracted.) 

• In records extracted in the early 
1960s, when the christening record for 
children of royalty and nobility did not 
clearly state the family surname, the entry 
was not extracted. For example, the origi
nal record may have included: 29 May 

1792, Isabella Frances daughter of Geo. 
Hen. & Maria, Earl and Countess of 
Euston. These entries will not appear in 
either the IGI or printouts. The policy was 
later changed. Currently the surname is 
determined, and the entry includes both 
the surname and the title. 

• Common names sometimes cause 
omissions. For example, in the City of 
London there are many parishes, but the 
name of the parish is not used in checking 
for duplication. Therefore, if two entries 
came in: 

John Smith, chr 14 Sept 1620, in St. 
Mary's Parish, London 

and 
John Smith, chr 14 Sept 1620, in St. 

Thomas' Parish, London. 
The computer will accept one entry 

and reject the other as a duplicate. The 
printouts will usually retain both entries in 
these cases. 

Patronymics 
• Given name versions of the Interna

tional Genealogical Index exist for most 
areas that used patronymics extensively, 
where the surname of the child was based 
on the given name of the father-as Johan 
Jensen was the son of Jens Iversen
meaning that Johan was the son of Jens 
who was the son of Iver. 

Names may appear in the IGI for these 
areas under either the patronymic or a 
fixed surname. It depends primarily on 
whether the entry was entered as part of 
the extraction program or submitted by an 
individual. 

Patronymics were generally used in the 
following countries and time periods: 

- Denmark: before 1828 in cities; 
before 1856 in rural areas; 

- Finland (Swedish section only): be
fore 1875; 

- Norway and Sweden: before 1875; 
- Wales and Monmouthshire, England 

(now Gwent, Wales): before 1813; 
- Iceland: still in use. 
The given name arrangement for most 

of these areas will allow you to look for 
the given name and then date of the event. 
Surnames are listed, but are not included 
in the sorting of the names. 

To add to complexities of finding 
specific individuals in the Index, many 
early LDS converts from these areas 
changed their names to English forms 
when they arrived in Utah. Thus, you 



may have Johan Andreas Jensen in Nor
way (where he was baptized into the LDS 
Church in life under that name) who 
became John Andrew Jensen in most 
records in this country-appearing in the 
temple records as John Andrew Iversen
taking his father's surname. Name changes 
for emigrants from any country are not 
unusual. 

This patronymic naming custom also 
shows up in some early USA records. For 
example, New York City was originally 
New Amsterdam and settled by the Dutch. 
Their christening and marriage records 
often used the patronymic-even though 
the family had fixed surnames that had 
been used for several generations and 
which were used in land, probate and 
other records. An example of this is found 
in the family of De Wees (Dewees) from 
old Amsterdam in The Netherlands. New 
York City christening records in the late 
1600s use the patronymic; other records 
in both New York and later Pennsylvania 
use the fixed surname. 

Place Names 
• Names of international places that 

were displayed formerly in English spell
ings often now are displayed in their 
native spellings. This may cause a place 
to appear differently from the way it 
appeared in the 1988 edition. 

For example, in the 1988 edition, the 
German state of Prussia displayed as 
Prussia. In the 1993 edition on Family 
Search~, however, two spellings may be 
found. The genealogical detail display will 
appear as Preussen (German spelling), 
while for extraction entries, the source 
detail display will show the English spell
ing of Prussia. This is because the infor
mation is brought into the IGI from two 
different files. This can be helpful in 
making the transition from English to 
native spellings. 

IGI 1988 edition: Evangelisch,Oden
kirchen, Rheinland, Prussia 

IGI 1993 edition: Evangelisch,Oden
kirchen, Rheinland, Preussen (genealog
ical display) 

Evangelisch, Odenkirchen, Rhnland 
County, Prussia (Source detail display) 

Please note the word Evangelisch 
refers to the type of record and is not part 
of the place, similar to Civil, Mount 
Vernon, Kennebec, Maine. 

The following example is a little differ
ent: 

1988 edition: Nieder Modau, Starken
burg, Hesse-Dannstadt 

1992, 1993 editions: Nieder Modau, 
Starkenburg, Hessen 

Because this example is from a patron
submitted form, the Source display will 
not name the place; it will only describe 
the source as submitted by an individual. 
The user must determine from some other 
source that Hesse-Darmstadt is the same 
place as Hessen. 

Note: In using the Family History 
Library Catalog, the "county" level is not 
always the same as in the IGJ. For exam
ple, the above places of Preussen and 
Hessen are treated as "counties" in the 
Library Catalog. 

Additional Sources 

The Index to Old Parochial Registers 
of Scotland (Births and Marriages) are on 
microfiche. Created from a new filming 
of the original OPRs authorized by the 
Registrar General of Scotland, numerous 
previously "lost" entries in the registers 
have been recovered and appear in the 
new indexes. No death or burial records 
nor records of other religious denomina
tions are included. These index more than 
2.2 million marriages and over 6 million 
births. They cover all counties of Scotland 
for all years prior to 1855 for which 
registers have survived. 

The earliest index entry is dated 1553, 
though surviving register starting dates 
may be as late as the early 1800s. Ar
ranged by county, names are then ar
ranged only by the actual spelling (except 
for M, Mc, Mac, Mk, etc., grouped 
under MAC). Each county has a given 
name and a surname index. Family Histo
ry Library call numbers are 6025611-
6025742. (Use the Film/Fiche Number 
Search on the FamilySearch edition of the 
catalog to quickly find the call number for 
a specific county in Scotland.) 

The International Genealogical Index 
entries were taken from the old filming, 
and no given name index exists for them 
in the IGJ. 

Other Records 

There are some other LDS records that 
may contain helpful information on the 
persons and families listed in the IGJ. 

FGS FORUM 

Ancestral File. Part of FamilySearch, 
the Ancestral File, is a pedigree-linked 
file that contains records on individuals 
which can be displayed in families and 
pedigrees. There are 15 million records in 
the 1993 release, which includes data 
submissions through August 1992. 

You may be able to find the person 
listed in the IGI record in Ancestral File, 
which may link them to parents, brothers, 
sisters, spouses, and children-for many 
generations. You can also find the name 
and address of the person or organization 
who submitted the information. If the 
information is not there, you can add it; if 
it is there but needs corrections, you can 
correct it and list your source citations. 

Family Group Records Collections. 
There are several of these collections. 
They are arranged alphabetically by the 
surname of the husband or father on the 
form, his given name (those with middle 
given name follow those without), his 
year of birth-beginning with the earliest, 
as 1500 comes before 1600, etc. 

Archive Records. These records were 
submitted 1942-69 for proxy temple work 
for one or more deceased persons listed 
on the form. In the Family History Li
brary Catalog, see under Salt Lake City, 
Archives and Libraries (a locality search 
in the FamilySearch edition of the cata
log). The screen will display several 
items. Highlight the first entry (says 26 
items, in the present edition of the catalog) 
and press the F7 key. This family group re
cords collection is described on the first 
screen presented-third item. Highlight it 
and press F8 to get the call number. 

You will be advised it will take two 
minutes to retrieve the records. Press 
ENTER and expect to wait a couple of 
minutes. Then page down to the F-area of 
the alphabet to find the film that contains 
FARWELL (the film begins with FAR
THING, John (born 1708), and ends with 
FAUNCE, Thomas (born 1745). 
FARWELL is found on film 1274046. 

If later you want to find the film num
ber for the HOWARD line, you would 
choose the search option "Film/Fiche 
Number Search." You can enter the 
1274046 film number that you already 
have, and the entire collection will be 
retrieved. You can then find the correct 
film for any surname. 

The film copies are of the old legal
size family group record forms, with LDS 
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ordinance data included. Forms may 
include names, birth, marriage, death and 
temple ordinance information for a hus
band, his wife, and their children, and the 
names of parents of husband and wife and 
of spouses of children and any additional 
spouses of the husband and wife. You will 
also find the name of the family represen
tative (who, after 1956, had to be a living 
person), his or her relationship to the 
husband and wife listed on the form, and 
some citation of sources used. Asterisks 
on the form following the names of par
ents or children indicate these persons also 
appear as principals in other families in 
this collection. (Asterisks in other places 
on the form have other meanings.) 

For example, tracing the reference in 
the International Genealogical Index that 
listed a 1964 sealing of child-to-parents 
for Isaac Farwell, born 1736, with parents 
Isaac Farwell and Sarah Howard, we find 
on microfilm the father Isaac Farwell, 
born 4 Dec 1704, Dunstable, Middlesex, 
Massachusetts, and died 1795 in Vassal
boro, Kennebec, Maine, with his father 
listed as (Capt) Henry Farwell* and his 
mother Susannah Richardson. His wife is 

Sarah Howard, born 25 Sept 1703, in 
Charlestown, Middlesex, Massachusetts, 
daughter of Nathaniel Howard and Eliza
beth Bunker. They have 11 children list
ed, with complete birth dates and places 
and few deaths and marriages. The only 
child with an asterisk was Ebenezer Far
well*. (please note, there is an asterisk 
following the name of the husband of 
daughter Abigail, but an asterisk beside 
the name of the spouse of a child only 
means that there is another marriage for 
that child listed on the back of the form 
[which was not microfilmed].) 

By tracing the asterisks beside the 
name of the father of Isaac, we continue 
to trace the Farwell line back seven gener
ations, plus extending many of the moth
ers' lines. 

There are also some sources listed. On 
the form for Isaac and Sarah, only the 
reference "The Farwell Family, vol. 1, pp 
87-88." Some of the other forms also cite 
vital records, deeds, etc. 

Caution: Remember that these records 
were created years ago and will reflect 
use of the sources readily available at that 
time. Better sources may now be available 

and may change many of the family links 
accepted in these records. We could cite 
examples of these but for our purposes, 
let us simply state that they exist, and we 
must use the information with some skep
ticism. Often the more correct information 
may be found in Ancestral File. (For 
example, the Farwell genealogy lists the 
father of Hannibal Farwell as Isaac
which is incorrect. The Archive Record 
also incorrectly lists this information. But 
his father was Jeremiah (and his grandfa
ther Isaac)-which is correctly listed in 
Ancestral File.) However, we can use 
these for building blocks and then begin to 
verify the information listed. 

Patron Forms Submitted 1962-78. 
There is a large collection of family group 
records that was submitted for filing only, 
with emphasis on three and four genera
tions of a family. These are available on 
microfilm or in paper form in the Joseph 
Smith Memorial Building in Salt Lake 
City. The first half of the alphabet is also 
filmed as a single unit; the later part of 
the alphabet is available only in segments 
by years received. 

Patron Forms Submitted 1920s-62 

Microfiche - only $3 each 
GENERAL MAINE PA Marr. 1681-1758.2 fiche $ 8.00 

$ 3.00 127-7 & 127-8 PAF Quarterly V5, pub. 1993 $ 6.00 639 ME Lincoln Co. Bristol & Nobleboro V2 600 new PA Beaver 1810 original census 
CONNECTICUT Marriages 1707-1892 $15.00 RHODE ISLAND 
564 CT Maple Leaf V 3 # 4, Pub. 1988. Contains: 

Sources in France, Herbert Acadian Collection 
PI. 2, Boulier, Spearin Families, more. $ 6.00 

466 CT Litchfield & Morris Ceme. Inscriptions by 
Payne, 1726-1905. (Index # 467 $3.00) $12.00 

495CT SalisburyVilal Rec. 1730-1767 $ 3.00 
619 CT Norwich History 1660-1866 by Caulkins, 

Contains Genealogy Info. Indexed $27.00 
618 CT Tolland & Windham Cos., Commemorative 

Biographical Rec. by beers, 1358 pgs $60.00 
608 new CT Danielsonville 1894 & Danielson 1902 

City Directories $ 3.00 
577 CT, Danielson 'Westfield Congregational Church 

Rec.'. Has Sap. Marr. Deaths 1801-43. $ 3.00 

ILLINOIS 
129 IL Every County Archives, pub. 1915 
355 IL List of Pensioners 1812-65, pub 1883 
350 IL State Unites in the Civil War 
646IL Kane County City Directory 1918 
6751L Winnebago Co. Rockford 1857 Dir. 

78 IL Winnebago Co. 1877 Dir. & Bio. 

$12.00 
9.00 

$ 3.00 
$ 3.00 
$ 6.00 
$ 9.00 

MASSACHUSETTS 402 RI Vital Rec. V71636-1850, Indexed $27.00 
$33.00 
$ 3.00 

676 MA Sharon Vital Rec. 1733-1850 $ 9.00 409 RI Vilal Rec. V81636-1850,lndexed 
530 MA Dedham Church Bap/Md 1636-1845 $12.00 625 new RI Middletown His!. 1743-1876 
531 MA Dedham Cemetery 1638-1845 $ 3.00 VERMONT 
532 MA Dedham Index to 530 & 531 $ 3.00 

62 MA Quincy, Milton, Church 1633-1860 $ 9.00 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
631 NH History ... town of Bristol V11753-1903 by 

Musgrove (Index fiche 632, $3.00) $24.00 

NEW YORK 
671 NY New Netherland (Staten Island) Huguenots 

Ch Rec. 1688·1768 (Index #672 $3.00) $21.00 
170 NY Ancient Families of New Amsterdam & NY 

1633-1881 $ 3.00 
529 NY 'New Amsterdam & Its People, 1626-1902', 

by Innes, Indexed $15.00 
418 new NY Queens Co. Flushing History 

1598-1899 (Index fiche 419 $3.00) 

PENNSYLVANIA 
$ 9.00 

200 PA Gen. Soc. Periodical pub. 1900. Has Phil. 
Wills 1692-1697, PA Burials 1807, ............ .. 

643 new VT Windsor Reading Historical Sketch and 
Its Inhabitants 1754-1874 $ 8.00 

442 VT Ludlow Deaths 1790-1901 $ 3.00 
209VT Royalton His!. 1769-1911, Lovejoy $18.00 
210VT Royalton Genealogy, 1769-1911 $12.00 
307 VT Index to fiche 209 & 210 $ 3.00 

VIRGINIA 
701 VA Old Churches, Ministers & Families V1 

1607-1856 (Index fiche 703, $6.00) $21.00 
702 VA Old Churches, Ministers & Families V2 

1650-1856 (Index fiche 703, $6.00) $21.00 

WISCONSIN 
622 WI Dane Co Bio. Review 1801-1893 
687 WI Jefferson Co Prairie Farme~s 

1927 Directory 
361 WI Watertown 1866167 City Directory 

$24.00 

$ 6.00 
$ 6.00 

\ 

Free fiche copy of catalog with order, otherwise send $1.00. Minimum order is $6.00. To get on the mailing list, send a 
list of your counties of interest. As fiche becomes available for your counties, you will receive a "NEW FICHE LIST". 

Ancestor Publishers, P. 0, Box 682 FF 947, Arvada, CO 80001 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-373-0816, in Colorado 1-303-420-3460 
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are divided into two filmings: one done in 
1950, where the forms are very small and 
difficult to read. Most of these, refilmed 
with additional ones in 1962, are much 
easier to read. These forms often give the 
families as they were accepted when the 
LDS temple work was being done in the 
1920s and 1930s. 

• Temple Records Index Bureau 
(TIB). An index to endowments was 
created in the 1920s and maintained 
through 1969. A "P" or "c" in the corner 
of the card indicates the person appears as 
a parent or child (or both) in the sealing 
records for 1942-69. Copies of most of 
these sealing forms are found in the Fam
ily Group Record Collection, Archive 
Section. Because the TIB also includes 
information on living persons, it is not 
circulated. Searches may be requested by 
use of the TOIR form and payment of 
$2.00 per name. The TIB card includes 
the genealogical information given in the 
endowment record, the name and relation
ship of the heir, and the LDS baptism and 
endowment dates. It does not list a sub
mitter. (Changes and additions made later 
by other submitters were added to the 
TIB. This information appears fainter on 
photocopies.) 

• Computer Printouts. The column 
marked "printout" in an IGI entry means 
there was a copy of all extracted entries 
from the town or church or county record 
extracted, arranged alphabetically, and 
published either on paper, microfiche, or 
microfilm. (Note: depending on when the 
printout was created, it mayor may not 
contain the records that were found to be 
duplicates of entries already in the IGI.) 
When printouts exist, the Family History 
Library film number is given as part of 
the source information. (Sometimes many 
extraction batches are made into one 
printout, such as the church records of 
Boston, Massachusetts, or Manchester 
Cathedral records in England.) 

Caution: Copies of an IGI entry printed 
on paper are also often referred to as 
printouts. (Information printed out from 
the computer.) Be careful that the two 
terms do not confuse you. 

Further Assistance 
To learn more about the International 

Genealogical Index, use the following 
resources: 

While using FamilySearch, press the 

Fl (Help) key, and more information will 
be displayed about the topic that you are 
in-each type of source has more explana
tion, etc. Available in a binder at the 
Family History Center where Family
Search is found, there are three four-page 
brief guides and one more complete 
guide: 

International Genealogical Index (on 
compact disc) (4th edition, September 
1993); 

International Genealogical Index (on 
microfiche) (second edition, July 1992); 

Finding an IGI Source (second edition, 
July 1992); 

International Genealogical Index (on 
compact disc) Getting Started (22 pages). 

There is also a publication titled Gene
alogy in the Computer Age: Understand
ing FamilySearch, revised edition 1994 
(which has been updated to include the 
1993 IOI), 56 pages, 66 illustrations, by 
Elizabeth L. Nichols (published by Family 
History Educators, P.O. Box 510606, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84151-0606. Please note: 
there is no connection between Family 
History Educators and the Family History 
Department). 

Closing 
When the next release of the Interna

tional Genealogical Index becomes avail
able, the FGS FORUM will publish an 
article that will bring readers up to date 
on additions and changes. 

International Genealogical Index, 
Family History Library Catalog, Ancestral 
File are all trademarks and F amilySearch 
and Personal Ancestral File are registered 
trademarks of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints and used with their 
permission. 

Elizabeth L. Nichols is a long-time 
employee of the Family History Depart
ment and an Accredited Genealogist (AG). 
She has worked with the International 
Genealogical Index since its first edition, 
as well as the associated FamilySearch@ 
files. She is an author and teacher in the 
field. 

[Editor's note: apologies are due read
ers for the reference in Part ill to "The 
recently released 1994 edition ... " This 
highlighted entry in column 2, p7 (6:2) of 
Summer issue somehow eluded four usual
ly highly critical copy readers. It should, 
of course, have read "1993 edition."] 

News 
About 
NHPRC 

FGS FORUM 

I n June it became official: the National 
Historical Publications and Records 

Commission (NHPRC) will continue to 
have grant-making authority through at 
least fiscal year 1997. 

By his signature, President Clinton 
turned H.R. 2139, approved by both 
houses of the Congress, into Public Law 
103-262, which authorizes the NHPRC to 
continue receiving annual Congressional 
appropriations from which to make grants. 

What does this mean for genealogists? 
The NHPRC is a federal agency that 
makes grants nationwide for the preserva
tion and publication of records and other 
source materials that document American 
history. NHPRC preservation grants help 
state and local governments, historical 
societies, universities, and other non
profit organizations preserve and provide 
archival access to collections of historical 
records. NHPRC grants also help archi
vists and documentary editors improve 
their training and techniques. NHPRC 
funding in some areas may spell the dif
ference between a researcher finding and 
using a series of records or learning they 
are not available. 

* * * * 
On 25 July 1994, Gerald George, 

executive director of the NHPRC, submit
ted his resignation after four years with 
the Commission. Writing to Dr. Trudy 
Huskamp Peterson, Acting NHPRC 
Chairperson and Acting National Archi
vist, Mr. George cites the desire to com
plete a writing project and pursue oppor
tunities that have arisen in two private
sector organizations. Mr. George ex
pressed the belief that "the job the Com
mission hired me to do is done," and "it 
has been wonderful to work for a Com
mission that has wanted to plan for the 
future, and whose members have subordi
nated individual concerns to achieve con
sensus and unite in advocacy." He also 
commended the staff of the National 
Archives, who is "so stalwartly trying to 
maintain and improve services under 
extreme financial duress. " 
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WISCONSIN 
CIVIL W AR ENLISTMENTS 
COMPUTERIZED 
During the Civil War, Wisconsin 

received credit for 91,379 enlist
ments and reenlistments into state regi
ments for the Union army. The Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum, located on the Capitol 
Square in Madison, has entered into a 
computer database information drawn 
from official state records about Badger 
State enlistments and made it easily avail
able to the general public. From a high 
speed computer terminal located in the 
museum's Civil War gallery, visitors, 
scholars, history buffs, and the merely 
curious can view this interesting and 
valuable information about Wisconsin in 
the Civil War. The database is a particu
larly valuable resource for those interested 
in genealogy. 

Accessing the information is simple. 
To begin a search, one only has to press 
the space bar at the bottom center of the 

of names. In a box below the names are 
details about the individual soldier who 
has been highlighted and details about his 
service. Here, the visitor will learn about 
the soldier's place of enlistment, rank, 
unit, dates of service, and his death or 
discharge. By pressing the 'F7' key, the 
computer provides a brief historical sketch 
of the regiment in which the soldier 
served. By pressing the 'F5' key, the 
visitor can view a record of engagements 
in which the soldier participated. The 
engagements displayed are based on each 
individual soldier's dates of military ser
vice, not simply a list of his unit's battles. 
If the visitor needs further assistance, he 
or she can press the 'F!' key. 

By pressing the 'FT key, the visitor is 
advised how to purchase a souvenir "Cer
tificate of Service." Laser printed on 

Burton Packard 

by Mark D. Van Ells 
Archivist/Historian 

Wisconsin Veterans Museum 

quality manila paper and enhanced by 
nineteenth-century style border design, the 
certificate contains all of the information 
described above. At the top of the certifi
cate is information about the soldier's 
service; in the middle is an individualized 
record of engagements, and below is a 
brief history of the soldier's regiment. If 
you would like a souvenir certificate, 
press the 'Y' key. The document will be 
printed in the museum's gift shop. The 
cost of the certificate is five dollars. If 
you would like to purchase a certificate by 
mail, please send five dollars (Plus one 
dollar shipping and handling) to the Wis
consin Veterans Museum Gift Shop, 30 
West Mifflin Street, Madison, WI 53703. 
(Wisconsin residents please add five per
cent sales tax.) You will receive your 
certificate within two weeks. 

Genealogists should use the database 
keyboard. The computer will 
then allow the visitor to scan the 
entire data bank of Civil War 
records in two ways. By pressing. 
the 'N' key, visitors can search 
for an individual soldier by 
name. Type the last name of the 
soldier in question. On the screen 
will appear all soldiers with that 
last name; the name of soldier 
most closely resembling the name 
typed will be highlighted in a 
yellow cursor. By pressing the 
'L' key, visitors can look up the 
enlistments for specific communi
ties. Type the name of the com
munity in question, whether it be 
a city, village, or township. The 
names of all soldiers who enlist
ed from that community will 
appear alphabetically almost 
instantly. Since family members 
often served in the same regi
ments in the Civil War, this 
feature will be particularly useful 
to genealogists. To scan nearby 
records, simply press the arrow 
up or arrow down keys. 

ne OIIidai Record: ENTERED SERVICE JUNE 10, 1861. ENLISTED INTO COMPANY C SIXTH 
WISCONSIN VETERAN INFANTRY FROM FARMERSVD.U. N.Y. VETERAN. CORPORAL, 
SERGEANT; WOUNDED WELDON R.R.; DISCHARGED JUNE '. tW. WOUNDS 

with a little caution. It contains 
information about enlistments 
into Wisconsin regiments only; it 
does not contain information 
about Wisconsin veterans who 
may have served in the regiments 
of other states or in federal units. 
Also, place names are recorded 
as they were known at the time 
of the Civil War and do not 
reflect any name changes that 
may have occurred. Neverthe
less, those with Wisconsin ances
tors who participated in the Civil 
War will find the museum's 
database a valuable and easy-to
use research tool. 

The computer provides the 
visitor with more than just a list 

nu:oERICX'SHALL S1'AnON, VA 
nEDBlUCK'S HALL STAl1ON. VA 
It.U'PAIIANNOCIC STAnON. VA 
SULI'IIVR SPRINGS. VA 
GAINUVlLL£. VA 
BULL RUN 2ND, VA 
SOlml MOUNTAIN, MD 
ANTIETAM,_ 
nEDIRICUIURG. VA 
nTZIWGH'SCROSSING. VA 

ENGAGEMENTS 
CHANCILLOIlSVILLE, VA MINE EXPLOSION, VA 
GETTYSBURG, fA WELDON JlAlUU)AD. VA 
BAYMAItXET, VA BATCIIER'SRUN, VA 
MINE RUN, VA WELDON RAILROAD EXI'EDl'nON, VA 
WlLOEItHISS. VA RATCHER'SRtlN, VA 
SPOTTSYLVANIA I: LAUREL HILL. VA GRAVELLY RUN, VA 
NORTH ANNA I: JEItlCHO PORD, VA nVE PORKS. VA 
TOLOI'OTOMY, VA IIURKVlLLEROAD. VA 
COLDRARIIOIl,VA AI'I'OMA'I'TOXCOURT ROUSB, VA 
SIEGE OP PE'I'IRSIURG. VA 

Sixth Infantry. 1be Sixth regiment of InCantry was organized at Camp Randall, Madison, 
Wisconsin and mustered into the service of the United States on July 16, 1861. The 
reeiment left the State on July 18, reaching Washington, D.C., August 7, 1861, and loing 
into camp in the suburbs of that city. Shortly thereafter the Sixth was attached to General 
King's Brigade, wblch subsequently became known as the "Iron Brlpde of the West". 
From that time untU March, 1862, the regiment served In the defenses of Washington, and 
thereafter in aU the campaigns of the Anny of the Potomac except the Peninsular Campaip 
until the surnnder at Appomattox. In March, 1862, the F1rst Corps was organized and the 
Iron Brigade assigned thereto. With this Corps the regiment and the Second and Se.enth 
Infantry served unttl March, 1864, when the orpnizatlon was discontinued, and tbe Iron 
Bripde transferred to the Fifth Corps, with wbich It was subsequently identified. The 
Sixth took part in the Grand Review at Washington, and shortly thereafter was, with other 
regiments of the Anny of the Potomac, transferred to Louisville, Kentucky, where It was 
mustered out of the service of the United States July 14, 1865, and dlsbanded at Madison 
July 16, 1865. 
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Wisconsin is the only state in 
the nation to have its Civil War 
enlistments computerized. If you 
would like more information 
about the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum's unique database, 
please contact Mark D. Van Ells, 
Archivist/Historian, at (608) 266-
1854, or write the Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum at 30 West 
Mifflin Street, Madison, WI 
53703. 
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SERENDIPITY: HIDDEN DOCUMENTS 
IN PHILADELPHIA PROBATE RECORDS 

by Jane Adams Clarke, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Don't overlook intestate records when 
searching for family informa

tion-they can include unusual and infor
mation-rich documents. True, a petition 
for letters of administration, a relatively 
sparse document, is more often than not 
the single sheet of paper in an individual's 
file, particularly pre-20th century. But 
don't let that discourage you. 

Philadelphia County has intestate rec
ords from 1683, and they are accessible 
for research.! Over the years clerks cop
ied the records in administration books, 
while the originals were preserved with 
accompanying papers, such as inventories 
of assets and lists naming creditors and all 
others entitled to a decedent's estate ac
cording to the prevailing law of the juris
diction. This same procedure was fol
lowed for testate records. The office of 
the Register of Wills holds only one mi
crofilm copy of the original wills and their 
accompanying papers. The original docu
ments, available at the Will Archives, 
have not been microfilmed by the Genea
logical Society of Utah (GSU). The will 
books, available either in the Office of the 
Register of Wills or the Will Archives, 
have been microfilmed by GSU. 

In contrast neither the original adminis
tration documents (intestate) nor the ad
ministration books have been converted to 
microform. Few have been restored, many 
lost, and most are in deplorable condition. 
These fragile documents, some 300 years 
old, often crumble upon inspection. 

The value of intestate records is many
fold. For one, persons do not have to 
have been a resident of Philadelphia 
County to be included in the probate 
records of Philadelphia; they need only to 
have had property within its limits. 

As an example of a non-resident with 
property in Philadelphia County, we have 
a Petition for the Administration of Hans 
Bernard Slotter filed by Ann Slotter of 
Philadelphia, spinster; John George 
Hawke of Philadelphia, cooper; and Se
bastian Linenger of Philadelphia, weaver 
on 11 October 1748.2 Included with these 
papers is an inventory of the deceased's 
clothing and money held by John George 
Landenberg, less the amount he paid for 

Slotter's burial in Rotterdam. The total 
estate was worth a bit over thirteen 
pounds. Also included is a paper stating: 

"John George Hawke & Sebastian 
Lininger of Philadelphia make Oath That 
on or abt the fourth day of May Last 
past They the Deponents with Ann 
Slotter now of Philadelphia and Hans 
Bernard Slotter Deceased cousin of ye 
said Ann set out on a Voyage from 
Germany Down the River Rhine to 
Rotterdam there to take Shipping in the 
Hampshire, Thomas Cheeseman, Mas
ter, for Philadelphia Pennsylvania but 
shortly after their arrival at Rotterdam 
to wit on or about the 18th of June Last 
past he the said Hans Bernhard Slotter 
was Casually Drowned and the Depo
nents further say that the said Deceased 
often declared before them and divers 
other persons now absent That in case 
he should Depart this Life before he 
arrived in Pennsylvania that in that case 
he made her his said Cousin Ann Slotter 
his heiress and gave unto her all his 
Effects divising him the said John 
George Hawk and Sebastian Linenger to 
bear witness that such was his Mind and 
Will. Sworn in Philadelphia this 11th 
day of October 1748 before Wm. Plum
stead. Signed by Hans Jorg Hag and 
Sebastian Leininger ... 3 

This writer used the above document 
as an example in a lecture to illustrate that 
neither residence4 nor significant assets 
were necessary in order for an estate to be 
probated in Philadelphia. This case also 
shows how persons named in a Petition of 
Administration, although seemingly unre
lated, may provide important clues to your 
research. 

During the mass exodus from German
speaking Europe in the 18th century, 
relatives, friends and neighbors often 
traveled together. Finding the home of 
one might lead to the records of others. 
This small aforementioned group, though 
they may have sailed down the Rhine 
together, did not sail the ocean together. 
The Leininger family was on the Patience, 
which qualified at the Port of Philadelphia 
on 16 September 1748, and Yerick Hack 
was on the Hampshire, qualifying 7 Sep-

tember 1748. 
As to the serendipity: upon the conclu

sion of this lecture before 165 members of 
the Pennsylvania Chapter, Palatines to 
America, two descendants of John Jorg 
Hawk/Hag spoke to me. :rhey were 
pleased to meet, and I was able to intro
duce them to a Leininger family member 
who knew the home of Sebastian Lein
inger in Europe. 

Many of us have a tale of an ancestor 
who died at sea. As shown above, it is 
prudent to check the probate records held 
at the subsequent port of arrival. Klaus 
Wust in his article, "The Emigration 
Season of 1738-Year of the Destroying 
Angel, ,,5 wrote about the death by plague 
of some thirty-five percent of German
speaking emigrants to America that year. 
He references administration papers filed 
in Philadelphia for those who died during 
the journey. Some of these records reveal 
poignant stories of husbands and wives 
who died enroute and subsequent efforts 
of fellow travelers, agents who had ar
ranged passage, or friends and relatives 
awaiting their arrival, to notify parents of 
their death, or to provide for small chil
dren orphaned by their deaths. 

Administrative papers may also provide 
solid information on a Revolutionary War 
ancestor. Such is the case with documents 
filed in the estate of James Teast on 17 
April 1797. If there were no heirs and a 
creditor wished to claim monies owed, the 
law permitted him to file a Petition for 
Administration. The Petitioners in the 
Teast case were Thomas Aikens of Ben
salem Township, Bucks County, farmer; 
Peter Witner of Philadelphia, tailor; and 
George Fudge of Philadelphia, bricklayer. 
A document attached to this Petition lists 
twelve soldiers and associates them with a 
line or state: four, New Jersey; three, 
Pennsylvania; three, North Carolina; one, 
Maryland; and one, South Carolina (see 
illustration). There is no indication in the 
file that Aikens received the money due 
him.6 

A final example of the usefulness of 
probate records concerns an Orphans' 
Court record. In the City and County of 
Philadelphia, an estate that cannot be 
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probated by the Register of Wills Office 
for reasons of dispute or the appointment 
of guardians for minor children, for ex
ample, is sent to Orphans' Court for 
judicial ruling. 

While searching a microfilm looking 
for a specific Philadelphia Orphans' Court 
record, this writer spied a map laying out 
bounds and acreage oflandholders and put 
aside the task at hand in order to read it 
and the petitions. This map was in con
nection with a Petition of Ann McCall 
filed on 8 December 1741.' 

Ann was the widow of George McCall, 
a merchant of Philadelphia. Ann felt that 
her share of the estate was insufficient. 
George McCall owned 14,000 acres in 
Philadelphia County, in the portion that 
was in 1784 divided to establish Mont
gomery County. He rented land in parcels 
of 500 acres or less to some fifty-six 
German-speaking emigrants ... three of 
them this writer's ancestors. (So that's 
where they were!) This hand-drawn docu
ment gave names, acreage, and bounds of 
their property, which apparently had been 
sold prior to Ann's petition. 

Take time to smell the daisies. Let 
your fingers and eyes wander through the 
leaves of history. Serendipity also helps! 

Endnotes 
1. Register of Wills Office, Room 185, 

City Hall, Philadelphia, and Will Ar
chives, currently closed during a move to 
401 N. Broad St., Philadelphia. The city 
and county of Philadelphia were incorpo
rated in 1854. Records before 1751 cover 
part of Berks County and, prior to 1784, 
Montgomery County. After incorporation 
in 1854 the boundaries and records of the 
city and county are the same. 

2. Administration of Hans Bernard 
Slotter, Philadelphia No. 114 of 1748. See 
also Jane Adams Clarke, "An Ancestor 
Lost: Clues Hidden in Administration 
Papers," The Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Magazine 35:1 (1987) pI. 

3. Ibid. 
4. While it is known that most of the 

individuals named in the document did not 
permanently settle in the Philadelphia 
area, this petition does place them in the 
county at least a month after landing. 

5. The Report: A J ouma! of Gennan
American History. 40 (1986) p 21. 

6. Administration for James Teast, 
Philadelphia No. 67 of 1796. 

7. In the entry of Orphans' Court Book 
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Petition from the Administration for James Teast, Philadelphia No. 67, 1796. 

2, pages 122-126 on 14 April 1742, refer
ence is made to Ann's Petition. It is noted 
that the draught of land is attached; how
ever, the copy of the map does not appear 
until Orphans' Court Book 3, starting with 
page 15 in connection with a hearing on 
17 December 1746. The map is missing 
from the original file but does appear in 
the books filmed by GSU. 

[Jane Adams Clarke has been a profes-

sional genealogist for approximately fif
teen years. She is in her second term of 
presidency of The Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania; is editor of their quarterly 
newsletter, Penn in Hand; and is a fre
quent contributor to The Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Magazine. Mrs. Clarke 
serves as a director of the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies and chairs its Pub
lications Committee.] 
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EARLY FGS MEMBERSHIP OFFER 
ENDS NOVEMBER 15 

O rganizations that send 1995 FGS 
membership dues prior to November 

15 can take a twenty percent discount 
from the regular annual dues amount. To 
take advantage of this savings, make a 
check payable to FGS for the discount 
amount shown in the box on this page. Be 
sure to send the discounted amount as we 
are unable to issue refunds. Include your 
organization's name, mailing address, and 
number of members and mail to Federa
tion of Genealogical Societies, 1995 
DUES, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake City, 
UT 84110-3385. The envelope must be 
postmarked on or before November 15, 
1994. 

Membership Benefits 

The Federation of Genealogical Societ
ies is your voice in supporting national 
efforts to safeguard and make available 
data and records of historical and genea
logical value to all researchers. The Fed
eration is actively involved in ongoing 
national projects that are of great impor
tance to the genealogical community. 
These include management of the Civil 
War Project, custodianship of the Genea
logical Coordinating Committee-National 
Archives Gift Fund, presentation of na
tional conferences, membership in the 
National Coordinating Committee for the 
Promotion of History, and representation 
on the Advisory Board of the Russian
American Genealogical Archival Service. 
The Records Preservation and Access 
Committee, a joint effort with the Na
tional Genealogical Society, serves to alert 
the wider genealogical community to 
record closures and access restrictions and 
provides guidance to local organizations 
wishing to preserve their records. 

The Civil War Soldiers Project. The 
core of this ambitious enterprise-the 
volunteers who will assemble a computer
ized database of all soldiers in the Civil 
War-is being marshalled and coordinated 
by FGS. FGS is a partner with the Na
tional Park Service, the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, and the National Ar
chives in the most massive indexing pro
ject ever undertaken by the genealogical 

community. 
The GCC-National Archives Gift 

Fund. As administrator and key sup
porter of this fund, FGS has helped to 
bring thousands of dollars to microfilm 
and disperse records of use to genealogists 
throughout the country. 

National Conferences. Salt Lake City 
in 1990, Ft. Wayne in 1991, Phoenix in 
1992, St. Louis in 1993, Richmond in 
1994, Seattle in 1995, and Rochester, 
New York, in 1996: all sites for this 
decade's national conferences. Designed 

part through the support of our member 
organizations. 

National Coordinating Committee for 
the Promotion of History . NCC monitors 
and reports national legislative and budget 
activities that impact freedom of informa
tion policies and the public use of federal 
records. This group is firm in its convic
tion that the next National Archivist be 
someone who recognizes and encourages 
public record access and availability. 

Advisory Board for Russian-Ameri
can Genealogical Archival Service. FGS 

FGS MEMBERSIDP DUES EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT SCHEDULE 

# of Members Regular Dues 

0-50 $25 

51-99 $35 

100-199 $45 

200-299 $55 

300-399 $65 

400-499 $75 

500-599 $85 

1,000+ $105 

Libraries/ $25 
Institutions 

to accommodate great numbers of partici
pants, the Federation, with the able sup
port of one or more local area organiza
tions, provides funds and guidance for 
these major educational and social events. 
One of the unique features of FGS confer
ences are the pre-conference Society 
Strategy Seminars. This full-day session 
covers such topics as publicizing and 
conducting successful programs; long
range planning; conflict resolution; imple
menting a computer interest group; and 
managing volunteers, correspondence,and 
financial reporting-in short, the basics of 
society management. These conferenc
es-and specifically the society manage
ment seminar-are made possible in large 

Dues paid by November 15 

$20, save $5 

$28, save $7 

$36, save $9 

$44, save $11 

$52, sabe $13 

$60, save 15 

$68, save $17 

$84, save $21 

$20, save $5 

was represented in the small delegation 
that first visited Moscow in 1990. FGS 
continues to be active on the board and, 
along with six other national organiza
tions, is striving to make records and 
research opportunities from the area of the 
former Soviet Union available to Ameri
cans. 

FGSForum 

Membership also entitles those who 
belong to your organization to receive the 
FGS FORUM, the quarterly journal of the 
Federation, at a substantial savings. When 
your members subscribe to the FGS FO
RUM, they can deduct forty percent from 
the usual rate of $15. That is a $6 savings 
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for this high quality, informative publica
tion. Member organizations receive two 
complimentary copies of the FGS FO
RUM: a $30 value. 

Other valuable publications are avail
able to member organizations at substan
tial savings. These include the Index to 
NGS and FGS Conferences and Syllabi 
and the Organization Handbook: A Guide 
for the Organization and Management of 
Genealogical Societies. 

You Are Important 
We value your membership and look 

forward to serving you in 1995. Along 
with your early dues renewal, please let 
us know of services or programs that are 
important to your society. We will do our 
best to provide them. Be sure to let the 
FGS FORUM know of your activities, as 
well. Member organizations are encour
aged to send news of their events, activi
ties and pUblications. 

Special Membership Bonus 
As further enticement to membership, 

your organization will receive a valuable 
benefit package. While the 1995 package 
is now being assembled, it will be similar 

to the 1994 offering, which included 
valuable coupons from publishers and 
book dealers that member societies used 
to build their research libraries or loan 
collections. The dollar value of the 1994 
package was well over $100! 

Don't Delay 

The 1995 benefit package, the impor
tance of supporting activities that truly 
make a difference in the genealogical 
community, and the opportunity for your 
organization to have a voice in decision 
making at the national level, make FGS 
membership a first-rate bargain. Join us, 
as collectively, we make a difference! 

NOTE: the offer of a benefits package, 
forty percent savings on FGS FORUM 
subscriptions, and appointment of a dele
gate does NOT apply to library and insti
tution memberships. These special mem
berships, at only $25 annually, support all 
national projects and entitle the institution 
to two annual sUbscriptions to the FGS 
FORUM and twenty percent discount of 
Federation publications other than the 
FGS FORUM. 

Mark 
Your 
Calendar 

* * * * 
September 20-23, 

1995 

* * * * 
FGS/SGS 

Conference 
Seattle, Washington 

* * * * 
tlFrom Sea to 
Shining Sea" 

r----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 

Early Membership Application 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 

Enclosed is our check for 1995 membership in the Federation of Genealogical Societies: 

Organization: 

Mailing Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Number of members: 

Person returning form: 

Mail to: Federation of Genealogical Societies 
P.O. Box 3385 
Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 

Amount enclosed: $ 

APPLICATION MUST BE POSTMARKED NOVEMBER 15, 1994 OR EARLIER 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE DISCOUNT OFFER 
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DON'T NEED MARRIAGE LICENSE 
by Clione Bieber, Columbus, Kansas 

Everyone in Kansas does not need a 
marriage license. This may appear 

strange, but it is the law and has been 
since 1867. I learned this while searching 
for unrelated information in a local news
paper. The following item seemed to jump 
off the page. 

Don't Need Marriage License 
H. S. Harvey was up on Thursday 

from Quaker Valley. He is of the people 
who do not need marriage licenses to wed 
in the state of Kansas. The law was 
introduced in the legislature and passed 
several years ago by a Quaker legislator 
from the western part of the state. 

However, this only applies where they 
are married within the rules of church, 
which calls for the publishing of the banns 
in the church a month before the cere
mony, and also the appointment of a 
church committee who must first sanction 
the marriage. 

The Modern Light 
11 June 1903, page 2, column 3 

Since marriage records are sometimes 
"missing" from the courthouse in Chero
kee County, Kansas, and there are several 
Quaker settlements here, this was a star
tling bit of information. Had Kansas 
Quakers indeed been exempt from regis
tering marriages? If so, for what period of 
time? Had the law ever been rescinded? 
Finally, did Quakers ever register mar
riages at the courthouse? Not being able 
to let it rest, I began a search to learn 
when-or if-this law was in effect. 

The 1901 General Statutes of Kansas 
based on the General Statutes of 1868, 
Chapter 61-Marriage-An Act in Relation 
to Marriage (took effect May 27, 1867)," 
Paragraph 4015 entitled "Perform Cere
mony #10," states: 

Every judge, justice of the peace, or 
licensed preacher of the gospel, may 
perform the marriage ceremony in this 
state, and shall certify over his proper 
signature on the back of the license the 
fact of such marriage and the date there
of, and shall cause such license to be 
returned to the probate judge of the 
proper county within thirty days: Pro-

vided, All marriages solemnized among 
the society called Friends, or Quakers, 
in the form heretofore practiced and in 
use in their meetings, shall be good and 

valid, and shall not be construed as 
affected by any of the foregoing provi
sion of this act: And provided further, 
That all marriages heretofore solemnized 

RECORD OF MARRIAGES. 12 

Figure 1: 1909 marriage recordfrom Cherokee County, Kansas, Marriage Book N, p129. 

356 RECORD OF MARRIAGES. 

No .... ..I.i.:.L!J...... MARRIAGE L1CENSE- ICale.~./ "..u 
o/umbuI, K"Rla,,""ff~· ~. ( .• A,O. ,gl'a. 

10 AllY PERSOII AUTHORIZED BY LAW 10 SOLfMN/~;RIAOE:, ~ 

You." "".tll/ authorlz.d to Join In marf/ag.... . .... ;r: ... ~~- .. 0/····_· ... ,- .~. 

:;~~tV:.8~~~:~~:~;~ .. :t~:: ~;·1l2~;;~:v.'~: .. ~.~.~~~.H'~'"'. m."I ••• , •• 
will midi. dUB IlItu,n 01110. within thl,t" dUll' from datI tha"ol· . ~ .. 

P,~Owf' JW#fI#I 

RECORD Of CERTifiCATE Of MARRIA . 

The Sllle of Kansas, Counly or Cherok.ee, as. 
TO THE PROBATE JUOOE OF BAlD COUNTY I ~ Z 

'HI.S IS TO .CE'.Tll'1:.;..r~~~n c ••. lt ..... dll.I) o/-J.Y.¥ ................... 19t:O ..... ,lunit.d ... ~U ... ,.,., ... •. ";" .. ",,. ~ .. ""4'~~ .. .. 
Q"d.~_.1I!. .. ~ ....... , , ............ __ ... _ .• In m(lrriag •• in accoril(lr.c. with th, luwll ul thi .. $tllt., (lnd OV 

N ••.. k '$.f 7 .... r1!..,u •• 'v v.u. 
'du".,,' ."d J/1.d ... T//~ ..... t( ~ ........ , 11I1.Q. .• 

=~":.·~~~~)rf~ .. ; . 

Although it could not be verified that both bride and groom were of the Quaker 
persuasion, this record identifies Ellwood Hawonh as a "minister of the Gospel of Christ 
of Friends" in May 1910. 
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in this state by said society, in accor
dance with said forms and usage, are 
hereby declared legal and valid. (L. 
1867, ch. 84, #10, as amended by L. 
1870, ch. 75, #1,; March 17.) 

The footnote indicates that this law was 
in Chapter 84 in 1867 but in 1870 was 
amended and placed in Chapter 75. The 
1901 General Statutes set it out in Chapter 
#1 and in 1915 it is found in Chapter 71. 
The 1923 Revised General Statutes retain 
the same reading but the reference is now 
in Chapter 23, entitled "Domestic Rela
tions-Article #1," paragraph 23-116. 

The 1935, 1949, and 1961 as well as 
the present Statutes under Chapter 23-116, 
continue to exempt Quakers (officially 
titled The Religious Society of Friends) 
from being affected by the act. Thus, even 
through current times, the absence of a 

courthouse (or civil) marriage record does 
not necessarily mean the marriage did not 
occur. 

The final question: did Quakers ever 
register marriages at the courthouse? The 
1909 registration of the marriage of Ar
thur T. Pickering and Mary H. Shaw 
(Figure 1) indicates they did. My research 
discloses that Arthur T. Pickering and 
Mary H. Shaw were both of the Quaker 
persuasion. Figure 2 identifies Ellwood 
Haworth, who married them, as a "minis
ter of the Gospel of Christ of Friends," 
which is assumed to mean the Society of 
Friends or Quakers. Therefore, even if a 
couple is known to have been Friends, a 
researcher cannot disregard the possibility 
of filing. 

Other states may have similar laws 
exempting Society of Friends from civil 

registration. Examine the statutes of the 
state in which your search for a marriage 
record has not been successful. If the law 
exempts members of the Society of 
Friends for the period under study, you 
would do well to seek repositories that 
contain the records for the Society of 
Friends meetings. It could be these 
repositories-and not the courthouse-that 
hold the key to finding evidence of that 
elusive marriage. 

[This article is adapted from one that 
appeared in Relatively Seeking 14: 1 
(Spring/Summer 1993), published by the 
Cherokee County Kansas Genealogical
Historical Society, Inc .. It is used with 
their permission and that of Mrs. Bieber, 
who is a member of CCKGHS. The so
ciety's address is 100 S. Tennesee, P.O. 
Box 33, Columbus, KS 66725-0033.] 

GCC-NARA GIFT FUND 
Many societies have placed the "Dollars for Documents Drive" announcement in their newsletters or quarterlies. The 

camera-ready copy, shown below, is available free of charge from the FGS business office. By encouraging members to 
contribute to the Genealogical Coordinating Committee's National Archives Gift Fund, societies can participate in the 
ongoing program to film and distribute research aids and records through the regional archives system. 

Societies who answered the call in this quarter included from Colorado: the Boulder Genealogical Society ($116), 
Colorado genealogical society ($295.50), and the Foothills Genealogical Society ($92.50); from Illinois: Chicago 
genealogical society ($259); from New York: Greater Ridgewood Historical Society ($70), Irish Family History Forum 
($50), and Nassau Genealogy Workshop ($45). The Prince George's County genealogical society of Maryland ($116.60) 
and the Eastern Washington Genealogical Society ($366) also contributed. In addition, $10 was collected at the FGS booth 
in Houston, Texas. 

Has your society joined the 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENT DRIVE 

For just $1 per year per member, your SOCiety can help fund the filming and 
distribution of difficult-to-access material housed at the National Archives . 

................................................................................................................................................................................................. :~ 
Yes! Count us in! Enclosed is our society's donation of $ ____ for the GCC-NARA Gift Fund's 
DOLLARS FOR DOCUMENTS DRIVE. 

Name of society 

Name of authorized officer 

Address 

Suggestions for future projects: ______________________________ _ 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: GCC·NARA Gift Fund. 
MAIL TO: GCC-NARA Gift FundI Federation of Genealogical SOCieties; P.O. Box 3385; Salt Lake City. UT 84110-3385 
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J. Carlyle Parker, university archivist 
at California State University, Stanislaus, 
was presented the 1994 Reference and 
Adult Services Division (RASD) Genea
logical Publishing Co./History Section 
Award during the American Library 
Association (ALA) Annual Conference in 
Miami Beach. The award, $1,000 and a 
citation donated by The Genealogical 
Publishing Company, is given to encour
age, recognize and commend professional 
achievement in historical reference and 
research librarianship. "Mr. Parker is one 
of the most sought-after genealogy speak
ers and has lectured to thousands of peo
ple over the years at workshops, lectures 
and seminars in the U.S. and Canada," 
said Judith P. Reid, chair of the RASD 
Genealogical Publishing Co'/History 
Section Award Committee. [July 1994 
Press Release, Public Information Office, 
American Library Association] 

* * * * 
The Colorado Genealogical Society 

recently concluded its 6th annual "Black 
Sheep Writing Contest," which is based 
on contestants' original stories concerning 
their own families' or other "black sheep" 
found in research. The 1993 winners are: 
First Place to Laurena I. Weid, Lake 
Havasu City, Arizona, for "The Black 
Sheep"; Second Place: Cleone Van Wes
ten, Los Osos, California, "Boston Daim
wood, The Dubious Desperado"; and 
Third Place: Barbara Ann Beall, Broom
field, Colorado, "I Forever Curse ... " 
Judges were Phyllis Brown Miller, CALS, 

David M. Morehouse, Janet L. Welch 
Guida, and Earl R. King. Copies of a 
booklet containing each entry are available 
for $8.50 postpaid from Publications 
Sales, Colorado Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 9218, Denver, CO 80209. 
Write to Black Sheet Writing Contest at 
the same address or see The Colorado 
Genealogist or the cas Newsletter for 
rules governing the 1995 contest. How
ever, entries must be postmarked by 
October 14. [Announcement received June 
1994] 

* * * * 
Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Supervisor 

of the Genealogy Section of the Dallas 
Public Library, is the first recipient of 
The Outstanding Alumnus Award from 
Samford University's Institute of Geneal
ogy and Historical Research (lGHR). The 
award was established in celebration of 
the Institute's 30th annual session and is 
given in recognition of meritorious 
achievements in the genealogical world 
which have brought honor to the Institute 
and to Samford University. Bockstruck 
first attended IGHR in 1973, became a 
lecturer in 1974, was appointed a course 
coordinator in 1976, and has served in 
that capacity since that time. He is a 
member of more than 30 genealogical 
societies, honorary societies and lineage 
organizations and has received numerous 
awards, including being named a Fellow 
of the National Genealogical Society. His 
book, Virginia's Colonial Soldiers, was 
published in 1988. [28 June 1994 IGHR 
Press Release] 

* * * * 
The Dallas Genealogical Society has 

received the National Genealogical So
ciety'S Award for Achievement by an 
Organization in recognition of its excep
tional contributions to the field of geneal
ogy. The plaque and cash award were 
accepted by J. Bruce Moseley, outgoing 
president on June 3, 1994, at Houston, 
Texas. In the 39 years since it was estab
lished, the society has assumed a leader
ship role in the genealogical community. 
Membership has doubled over the last ten 
years. The society publishes the excep
tional bimonthly DGS Newsletter and The 
Dallas Quarterly. It has also published 
twelve volumes on Dallas County and 
Texas in the past five years. Two annual 
seminars, a lecture series, beginners' 
workshop and month meetings are suc
cessful, well-attended events. Other activi
ties include a Computer Interest Group, 
study trips, annual writing awards, and 
the sale of research materials. DGS has 
donated nearly $100,000 to the Genealogy 
Section of the Dallas Public Library dur
ing the last five years and has instigated a 
DGS volunteer program to assist library 
staff. The DGS is currently engaged in a 
Capital Expansion Project to improve the 
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physical facilities in the Genealogy Sec
tion, a project estimated to cost $175,000. 
[DGS Newsletter 18:4 (July-August 1994)] 

* * * * 
The Association of Professional Gene

alogists (APG) presented the 1994 Gra
hame Thomas Smallwood, Jr. Award of 
Merit to Roger D. Joslyn co, PASO, of 
New Windsor, New York. Joslyn served 
APG in many roles, including that of 
president in 1989-90. He is a professional 
genealogist in New York, has taught 
courses in genealogy, lectured throughout 
the country, and has published articles in 
major genealogical journals. He is a 
founding member of the Genealogical 
Speakers Guild and a Fellow of the Utah 
Genealogical Association. He is program 
chairman for the 1995 Federation of 
Genealogical Societies annual conference 
to be held in Rochester, New York. [24 
June 1994 APG Press Release] 

* * * * 
The National Genealogical Society 

announced the election of Archibald Fowler 
Bennett to the National Genealogy Hall of 
Fame at its June 3 meeting in Houston, 
Texas. Varney R. Nell, Chairman of the 
National Genealogy Hall of Fame Com
mittee, identified Mr. Bennett as the ninth 
person to receive this posthumous honor, 
given annually for significant contribu
tions to the field of genealogy in the 
United States. Bennett (1896-1965) was a 
prolific author of genealogical books and 
articles, a popular speaker, and a re
nowned genealogical educator. For many 
years, he edited the Utah Genealogical 
and Historical Magazine, served as the 
General Secretary of the Genealogical 
Society of Utah and for over 30 years was 
head librarian of what is now known as 
the Family History Library. Bennett was 
also largely responsible for launching the 
microfilming program of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and he 
began the network of family history cen
ters, now used by genealogists worldwide. 
[News of the Family History Library 6:2 
(Spring 1994)] 

* * * * 
Fall 1994, Volume 6 Number 3 17 



FGS FORUM 

Dr. Page Putnam Miller, director of 
the National Coordinating Committee for 
the Promotion of History (of which FGS 
is a member), stated recently that the 
White House appears to be close to a 
decision on the selection of a U.S. Archi
vist. The two top contenders for the posi
tion were Richard Kohn, former Chief of 
the Office of Air Force History and cur
rently Professor of History at the Univer
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and 
John Milton Cooper, Professor of History 
at the University of Wisconsin at Madison 
and formally chair of the department. 
Trudy Huskamp Peterson, the Deputy 
Archivist, is now beginning her eighteenth 
month as Acting Archivist. [14 June 1994 
Report to NCC Member Organizations] 

Renee Jackson 
Smith, CALS 
1925-1994 

Renee Jackson Smith (Mrs. Charles A. 
Smith), born 28 August 1925 in EI Paso, 
Texas, died of cancer 19 July 1994 in 
Dallas, Texas, after a lengthy illness. 

The stamp of excellence and profes-

sionalism marked Renee Jackson Smith's 
every undertaking, whether ~ a gunnery 
instructor for the U.S. Navy Waves dur
ing World War II, as an Air Force mili
tary wife who moved her family of four 
daughters nineteen times in twenty years, 
as the first Air Force wife elected presi
dent of an Army post's Officer's Wives 
Club, and as a genealogy instructor at 
Richland Community College and South
ern Methodist University in Dallas. 

Certified as an American Lineage 
Specialist in 1986, Mrs. Smith was a 
renowned genealogy lecturer, specializing 
in basic genealogy and research in North 
Carolina and Virginia. She taught for 
almost twenty years and spoke at two 
National Genealogical Society Conferences, 
training and educating others in the field. 
She was course coordinator and lecturer 
for the opening conference of the Genea
logical Institute of Texas. She served as 
vice-president, executive vice-president, 
and president of the Dallas Genealogical 
Society and delivered countless programs 
to many smaller genealogical societies in 
her state. She was a member of Friends of 
the Dallas Public Library and Friends of 
the Virginia State Archives. 

Mrs. Smith served as regent of the 

Jane Douglas Chapter of Daughters of the 
American Revolution and was selected the 
Outstanding Texas Regent in 1991 by the 
society'S Junior Members. Her other 
lineage society memberships included 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas (as a 
proud fourth-generation native Texan), the 
Jamestowne Society, Order of the Crown 
of Charlemagne, Daughters of the Ameri
can Colonists, U.S. Daughters of 1812 
and United Daughters of the Confederacy. 

Listed in Who's Who in Genealogy and 
Heraldry, Hereditary Sodety Blue Book, 
and World Who's Who oj Women, she 
maintained active membership in nine 
genealogical societies in Texas, North 
Carolina, Virginia, and London. 

Her monograph "William Jackson 
(-1710), Surry County, Virginia, A 
Twelve Generation Line of Descent" was 
published in Magazine oJVirginia Geneal
ogy in 1987. History oj the DAR: The 
First 100 Years was published in 1987. 
Publication of her additional compiled 
genealogical studies is expected within the 
year. 

[The FGS FORUM thanks Mrs. Jo 
White Linn of Raleigh, North Carolina, 
for sharing this memorial she wrote with 
the help of Mrs. Smith.] 

~--------RESEARCH------------~ 
_____ by YOU ... for YOU ..• or with YOU ______ _ 
Heritage Consulting and Services offers a wide variety of professional research services. Whether 
you want a search made to supplement your own efforts, need someone el~e to do your research for 
you, or want some guidance and direction as you work through a challengmg portlon of your ancestry ... 
we have a solution to fit your needs. 
Specializing in~: ___________________ _ 
• U.S. and Canada • Scotland • Sweden • Italy 
• England • Germany • Denmark • Luxembourg 
• Ireland • Poland • Norway • Hungary 
Heritage Consulting and Services can supplement your own efforts with individual record searches 
in a variety of sources, including: 

• Military • Immigration 
• Probates • Church 

• Censuses 
• Court 

• Emigration 
• Vital Records 

• Collections • Directories • Tax Lists • Land Deeds 

Document translations are also available! 
For more information 
and a free brochure, 
write or call or FAX: 
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Heritage Consulting 
______ and Services 

P.o. Box 4152 Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 
Telephone 801-565-8046IFAX # 801-359-9355 
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WELCOME NEW FGS MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 
These organizations joined FGS between 15 April and 15 July 1994. For membership information, write the FGS Business Office, 

P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake aty, Utah 84110-3385. This list supplements those in FORUM in Spring (6:1) and Summer (6:2). 

ALABAMA UOOTIS~ ~TEBXAS~~ __________ __ 
Montgomery Genealogical Society, Inc. 

CALIFORNIA 
Carlsbad City Library 
Jurupa Valley Genealogical Society 
San Fernando Valley Genealogical Society 
Vandenberg Genealogical Society 

FLORIDA 
Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 

GEORGIA 
Family Tree - Odom Library 

INDIANA 
La Porte County Indiana Genealogical 

Society 

IOWA 
Iowa City Genealogical Society 

KANSAS 
Labette County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Phillips County Genealogical Society 

Imperial St. Landry Genealogical & 
Historical Society 

MASSACHUSETIS 
New England Historic Genealogical 

Society 

. MICIDGAN 
Michigan Genealogical Council 

OIDO 
Dayton & Montgomery County 

Public Library 
East Cuyahoga Genealogical Society 
Ohio Genealogical Society 
Tuscarawas County Genealogical 

Society-Chapter OGS 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Weltzien Family Association 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sioux Valley Genealogical Society 

TENNESSEE 
Memphis North Family History Center 

Galveston County Genealogical Society 
Hopkins County Genealogical Society 
San Antonio Genealogical & Historical 

Society 
Tip,,()'-Texas Genealogical Society 

UTAH 
Utah Genealogical Association 

VIRGINIA 
Fredericksburg Regional Genealogical 

Society 
Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society 

WASHINGTON 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Genealogical Society of North Central 

Washington 

WISCONSIN 
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society. 
Note: WSGS joined earlier in the year but 
was missed when the list was compiled. 
FGS regrets this omission. 

TIDEWATER VIRGINIA FAMILIES: 
A Magazine of History & Genealogy 

An independent quarterly journal in its third year of 
publication. Edited by Virginia Lee Hutcheson Davis. 

Presenting research in the Virginia counties of Caroline, Charles City, Elizabeth City, 
Essex, Gloucester, Hanover, Henrico, James City, King George, King & Queen, King William, 
Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, Northumberland, Riclunond, Warwick, 
Westmoreland and York. 

Subscription Volume 3: $20.00/year US ($25.00 Canada/overseas). All subscriptions begin with 
the May issue and include four issues. Subscriptions to Volumes 1 and 2 (4 issues each) $25.00 
per volume, $30.00 Canada/overseas. 

Tidewater Virginia F amities 
Post Office Box 876 FGS 

Urbanna, Virginia 23175-0876 
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THE CHALLENGE FOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES 
(continued from page 4) 
motivated largely by the almighty dol
lar-how much money is this going to 
make for us? What is our profit margin 
going to be? If corporate America puts 
up big bucks, corporate America is 
going to want big bucks in return. Not 
all resources are going to be as free or 
low cost as they currently are on Inter
net, CompuServe, and other bulletin 
boards and list services. What if storing 
and providing access to a body of infor
mation, say federal court records, is no 
longer as profitable as the corporations 
would like it to be? They pay the bills
are they allowed to decide that those 
records will no longer be made avail
able? Are they going to create a society 
of the information rich and the informa
tion poor based solely on ability to pay? 

What if corporate America decides it 
doesn't like a particular class of records
maybe particular county history docu
ments do not paint businesses in the best 
light? Who or what is to prevent them 
from making the data disappear? During 
encryption processes to protect intellec
tual property, who is going to make 
sure that our records, our documents, 
our history, are not going to be rewrit
ten to someone else's liking or to be 
politically correct? 

As an information professional and 
genealogist, this entire NIl scares me to 
death. I am fearful because I believe no 
one is really paying attention to what is 
going on. No one is navigating this 
political arena on our behalf. Needless 
to say, there is no one on any of Secre
tary Ron Brown's main committees or 
subcommittees who is watching out for 
the interests of historians-be they family 
historians, social historians, or ethnic 
historians. Indeed, if one were to look 
at the makeup of the major governing or 
decision-making committees under the 
secretary of transportation, who is shep
herding these entire proceedings, we 
will find no public sector information 
professionals or librarians-those indi
viduals who are really committed to 
freedom of speech and the right to read. 
In fact, there are less than one-half 
dozen librarians in the entire commit
tee/subcommittee structure. In their 

places we find CEOs of Bell Labs, 
Paramount, Disney, AT&T and repre
sentatives from many of the Baby Bell 
networks. Do you begin to get an idea 
of who is going to be making important 
decisions about our access to informa
tion? Does Bill Clinton's statement that 
this will be a partnership with business 
mean we will have no say? I don't be
lieve we have a good answer to that 
right now. I do believe we had better 
get one-and soon. 

The challenge to be effective in the 
political arena comes even closer to 
home on a more regular basis. It is the 
politicians who decide how and where 
our money is going to be spent. We 
must let them know that we count. If 
the government can fund research on 
bovine meat enhancement and asparagus 
growth, if financial relief can be provided 
to the airline industry to facilitate in the 
fmancing of new aircraft, if the feasib
ility of local parking structures can be 
studied at federal government expense, 
then programs which inventory county 
courthouses, that preserve national 
battlefields and monuments, that micro
film those precious but deteriorating 
Civil War records, that create an even 
and equitably accessed "national infor
mation infrastructure" can and should 
receive consideration for funding as 
well. We count! We have a voice and 
we must be heard! To act in any other 
manner is to be grossly irresponsible. 

If we are at all uneasy about the 
appropriateness of activity in the legisla
tive and political arena, we should 
consider the consequences of not getting 
involved. As genealogists, there are 
thousands of us-arguably hundreds of 
thousands of us. We pay taxes, we vote, 
we count. If we do not participate in the 
process, we are going to be shut out. If 
we do not have the time or the courage 
to join in the discussion, to debate the 
issues, to challenge that which is con
trary to preserving the documentary 
history of our country, our communi
ties, and our families, then we are 
doomed to status of second-rate citizens. 
We will have lost our right to complain 
when the record custodian refuses us 
access to public records, or perhaps 

even worse, when the record custodian 
destroys those vital documents which 
carry the tales of our ancestors. 

A Renewed 
Sense of Exploration 

In the twenty-first century we all 
must have a renewed sense of explora
tion, and this sense of exploration 
should cross all the activity lines in our 
societies as well as in our own personal 
genealogical research. It is through 
exploration that we will continue to 
unearth those special local records that 
many jurisdictions have buried in the 
bowels of their courthouses and record 
repositories. It is through exploration 
that we have a greater chance of fmd
ing, of creating, those funding sources 
that will assist us in publishing the 
church record abstracts, the inventory 
of the local archives, and the special 
genealogical compilations. It is through 
exploration that we will create those 
cooperative agreements with local li
braries and community centers that will 
house our collections-and through 
exploration that we will find the neces
sary resources to establish our own 
independent structures, if needed. It is 
through exploration that our education 
will be able to take on all the necessary 
twenty-first century dynamics. 

Numerous genealogical organizations 
are having an increasingly challenging 
time recruiting and maintaining adequate 
volunteer pools. It is through explora
tion that we will renew these pools and 
discover new ways of attracting individ
uals and new methods of work flow that 
will closely conform to the lifestyles of 
twenty-first century people. Explore the 
possibilities-we will be pleasantly 
surprised by the results. 

We Must Act, We Must Do, 
And We Must Do Now 

If we are going to LEAP into the 
twenty-first century we must ACT-we 
must DO-and we must do NOW! In 
many arenas, too much time is spent 
waiting for the right moment, dialoging 
and discussing, pondering and musing. 
Most right moments are created-they 
don't happen. Great thoughts and won-
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derful ideas unexecuted, become points 
of frustration, excuses for inaction, and 
ultimately reasons for failure. 

What should we do? We should 
begin by answering yes. Yes, we should 
do any and all of those activities that 
strengthen our collective abilities to 
function as societies. Yes, we should 
engage in any and all of those activities 
that make us more intelligent research
ers. Yes, we should chair that commit
tee, write that report, organize that 
project, and as we think about acting, 
about doing, let's think about proaction 
rather than reaction. To be proactive 
necessarily implies that we have done 
some responsible thinking and some 
careful planning. Every successful 
genealogical organization in the twenty
first century will have a developed 
strategic plan upon which action can be 
based rather than attempting what I fear 
many of our contemporary organizations 
have done too often-only dealing with 
that which happens along without trying 
to mold and shape events toward a 
meaningful objective or goal. 

We Must Participate 
Finally, we must be willing to partic

ipate. We must be joiners and doers. 
We must not be content to be just side
line observers, back-seat drivers, or 
Monday morning quarterbacks. We 
need to be involved. Our involvement 
must be evident on three levels for us to 
successfully meet the challenges facing 
genealogical societies in the twenty-first 
century. Initially, we must be involved 
in our local and state genealogical orga
nizations. To be involved we must join. 
After joining, we must decide (and 
decide with some dispatch) which area 
of that society could best benefit from 
our collection of skills and abilities, 
then actively participate in that area. 

Secondly, we need to be personally 
involved at the national level. It is 
through this involvement that we will 
learn about research tips, educational 
opportunities, locations of valuable 
records, and what each of us individ
ually and collectively can do to preserve 
and access those records. Involvement 
at the national level will also expose us 
to some of the most professional genea
logical periodicals of our era. I believe 
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one of the best and most tangible ways 
to become personally involved at the 
national level is to join the National 
Genealogical Society. The membership 
package is outstanding; the services are 
complementary to our needs as genealo
gists, and if we become members in 
deed as well as in word, we will con
tribute to the strengthening of this orga
nization through our applied skills and 
talents. 

Lastly, I am steadfast in my convic
tion that we must be collaboratively and 
collectively involved. The local, state 
and national historical and genealogical 
organizations to which we belong must 
be tied together into networks. Collab
oratively, cooperatively, and collectively 
we can accomplish much-so much 
more than we can accomplish individu
ally. We need to know that there are 
many of us-that we share many of the 
same experiences-experiences in the 
research arena, in the information pres
ervation and access world, and in deal
ing with the challenges of running, 
working and growing successful, mean
ingful organizations. 

They need to know that there are 
many of us-all of them! The records 
custodians, the publishers, the librarians 
and information professionals, the judges 
and courthouse employees, the legis
lators and elected officials at all levels, 
the historical commissions, the National 
Archives and Records Administra
tion-they all need to know there are 
many of us. We must develop increas
ingly better ways of reaching a consen
sus among ourselves for the greater 
good of the genealogical community and 
then speak with one voice on matters of 
consequence. 

Networks Make Us Known 
Networks are the way to make our 

numbers known. They are the way to 
arrive at informed consensuses, and 
they are the way to make our collective 
voice heard. No, this is not a strong
arm sales pitch for membership in the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies. 
This is a reality check-a reality check 
for us to understand that collaboration is 
a most effective tool, with many organi
zations working together for informed 
decisions-and then virtually ensuring 

through cooperation that those decisions 
translate into deeds. If we as individuals 
can become better genealogists in the 
many varied and diverse areas of the 
family history field through membership 
in the National Genealogical Society, 
then we as organized societies can 
become better through membership in 
the Federation of Genealogical Societ
ies. Shouldn't our genealogical societies 
have the strongest voice possible? 
Shouldn't our societies be heard? If we 
believe they should, the Federation 
represents one of the best ways to begin 
to make that happen. To use an analogy, 
individually our organizations can yell 
loud enough to create just enough clam
or and confusion that few will be able 
to understand us much less take us 
seriously. With joined voices, though, 
the same effort will yield an unmistak
able, booming mandate with all the 
power and fear of thunder. 

If the Federation does not seem to be 
the right move for your society right 
now, that's okay. Please still remember 
the power-the importance-the necessi
ty of collaborative efforts in the genea
logical world, and join (or create!) a 
smaller umbrella organization like the 
Michigan Genealogical Council, the 
Council of New York Genealogical 
Societies, the Genealogical Council of 
Maryland, and the Colorado Genealogi
cal Council. We can accomplish so 
much more collectively than we can 
individually! 

Choice, Not Chance, 
Detennines Destiny 

There is a saying that "choice, not 
chance, determines destiny" -and choice 
will determine ours. At this convergence 
of crossroads, what is going to be our 
choice? Are we going to gamble on the 
status quo-put our future on the roulette 
table? Or are we going to LEAP into the 
twenty-first century, firm in our convic
tions, yet flexible in our approaches to 
accommodate newly gained wisdom? As 
genealogists, many of whom belong to a 
number of organized genealogical societ
ies' the challenge is ours. There is much 
at stake-let's LEAP! 

[This is the text of Mr. Witcher's 
speech presented June 3, 1994, at the 
NGS conference in Houston, Texas.] 
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Genealogical and historical societies may submit information. about their new or in-progress publications, indexes, or other 
projects. Send information to the FGS Forum Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, Illinois 60558-0271. Readers 
should please enclose an SASE when writing a society about cost and ordering information. 

ARIZONA 
Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board 

Pioneer Certificate 
clo 10ella Cheek 
HC 29, Box 359 

Prescott, AZ 8630 I 

Persons proving an ancestor was in Ari
zona prior to 14 February 1912 (statehood 
date) can apply for a Children of Arizona 
Pioneers certificate. Cost of the certificate 
is $25. The submitted application and 
documentation will be evaluated by the 
member societies of AzGAB. The ap
proved pedigree and family group records 
will be filed with the State Genealogical 
Library, the Arizona Historical Society, 
and the historical society in the locale 
where the ancestor lived. Contact Joella 
Cheek, address above, or (602) 776-8745. 
[AzGAB Newsletter (May 1994)] 

CALIFORNIA 
Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 901 
Livennore, CA 94551 

The Society announces the formation of 
a computer interest group to help its mem
bers use computers in genealogy. The 
group meets at 7:30 pm on the third 
Thursday of every month. The meeting 
location varies. For information about the 
location and program for future meetings, 
call Doug Mumma (510) 447-5164. Non
members are welcome. [J. Person, librari
an] 

COLORADO 
Weld County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 278 
Greeley, CO 80632 

Has published Marriages, 1864-1930, 
hardcopy. 

DELAWARE 
Delaware Families Project 

Thomas P. Doherty 
3321 N. Rockfield Drive, Devonshire 

Wilmington, DE 19810-3238 

The Delaware Genealogical Society is 
seeking entries for its project to document 
all families in Delaware 1787-1800. Each 
entry.will center around a "focus person" 

who is named in an official primary docu
ment (census, tax, deed, etc.) that proves 
the person lived in Delaware sometime 
between 1787 and 1800 inclusive. Each 
entry includes information back to the 
grandparents of the "focus person" and 
spouse and forward to their grandchildren. 
For a description of the project and a 
sample format write to the address above. 
[Mary Fallon Richards, FGS delegate, 
DGS] 

ILLINOIS 
South Suburban Genealogical 

and Historical Society 
P.O. Box 96 

South Holland, IL 60473 
The newest book in the Research Series, 

vol. 5 The Greater Roseland Area of 
Chicago Schools, edited by Jan Helge and 
Paula Malak, is now available. Included is 
a history of the early Roseland Area pub
lic schools; lists of graduates, when avail
able, up to 1905; and information on the 
school buildings. Three other books about 
the Greater Roseland Area are also in 
print: Churches of the Greater Roseland 
(Chicago) Area; Vol. 1: The Greater 
Roseland Area of Chicago (includes ex
tractions from the 1909 Calumet Weekly 
Index); and Vol. 4: The Greater Roseland 
Area of Chicago Newspaper Extracts 
1882-1894. [Press release received July 
1994] 

IOWA 
Iowa Genealogical Society 

6000 Douglas Ave. 
P.O. Box 7735 

Des Moines, IA 50322-7735 
Offers a catalog ($1.50) listing over 1200 

publications of records from throughout 
Iowa. 

MICHIGAN 
French-Canadian Heritage 

Society of Michigan 
P.O. Box 10028 

Lansing, MI 48901-0028 

The French-Canadian Connection, vol. 3, 
indexes over 5,000 names submitted from 
62 contributors. 

MINNESOTA 
Dakota County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 74 
South St. Paul, MN 55075 

Dakota County Genealogical Resources is 
the revised edition of Publication #9, 
Directory of Resources of Dakota County. 
Contains much updated material on re
searching the county: location of records 
and resources and information on govern
ment offices, cemeteries, local histories, 
churches, libraries, newspapers, and 
communities past and present. 

NEW YORK 
Sumner Family Association 

62 Sandbury Drive 
Pittsford, NY 14534-2636 

The Association will do electronic 
searches of 10,000 people named Sumner 
or those they married. There is no fee, 
although contributions toward postage and 
costs are solicited. [Charles Hanson Sum
ner, director] 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Red River Valley Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 9284 
Fargo, ND 58106 

Cemetery records have been published 
for all or parts of the counties of Barnes, 
Benson, Burke, Cass, Dickey, Eddy, 
Foster, Grand Forks, Griggs, Lamoure, 
Nelson, Pembina, Ramsey, Ransom, 
Richland, Sargent, Steele, Stutsman, 
Towner, Traill, and Walsh. "Few re
sources for our state are available nation
ally, and that is why the society has un
dertaken the publishing program it has. 
To our credit, we have published over 54 
books covering our area. Currently our 
big push is collecting funeral home rec
ords and creating database indexes for 
them." [Jackie Marler, editor] 

OHIO 
Hamilton County Chapter of the 

Ohio Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 15851 

Cincinnati, OH 45215-0851 
Hamilton County, Ohio Burial Records, 
vol. 5, Crosby and Whitewater Townships 
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and Hamilton County, Ohio Burial Re
cords, vol. 6, Colerain Township Ceme
teries. The latter contains abstracts of 30 
public, private, family and church burial 
grounds. Includes plat maps of cemeteries 
and a surname index. 

OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 12986 
Oklahoma City, OK 73157-2986 

"1993 pUblications include: #9 The Okla
homa Genealogical Society Quarterly, 
1955-1990, a 35mm microfilm on 3 reels 
with a subject index on reel #1; #10 Index 
to Ancestors of members who submitted 
data, 1990-91; and #11 Index to Marriage 
Records, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma 
Territory, 1889-1907 includes over 6,000 

Organizations are encouraged to send 
the names and qualifications of speak
ers enjoyed by their group to the FGS 
Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, West
ern Springs, IL 60558-0271. Speakers 
who are recommended will be invited 
to submit information and a photo
graph to the Forum. 

Hank Jones has been a professional 
genealogist since 1965 and has lectured 
around the country since 1976. After 
his graduation from Stanford Univer
sity, he began a 25 year career as an 
actor in motion pictures (featured in 
eight films for Walt Disney) and tele
vision (over 300 network appearances). 
This experience has provided him an 
excellent background for the lecture 
circuit. He has had the opportunity to 
appear with, and learn from, such di
verse talents as Henry Fonda, Peter 
Ustinov, Robin Williams, Fred Mac
Murray, and Walter Brennan to Elvis 
Presley and Tennessee Ernie Ford. 
Hank's goal in his presentations is to be 
informative and entertaining. 

A special expertise is shared in Hank's 
lectures, "Tracing the Origins of Early 
18th-Century Palatine Emigrants" and 
"The Palatine Families of New York." 
The first provides a lively discussion of 
methodology while the second examines 
group emigration to America. In a more 
lighthearted vein, the influence of seren
dipity and intuitive nudges in genealogy, 
drawn from the experiences of 200 family 
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applications for marriage records. (Earlier 
DOS publications also are still available.)" 
[Nancy J. Cotton, publications chairman] 

TEXAS 
Sophienburg Museum & Archives 

501 W. Coil 
New Braunfels, TX 78130 

As part of New Braunfels' 150-year 
celebration, this book chronicles the 
founding of New Braunfels, Texas. New 
Braunfels: The First Founders will be 
published on December 1, 1994. It is 
written by a First Founder descendant, 
Everett Anthony Fey. Names and descen
dants of early settlers, biographies, pic
tures, minutes of council meetings, mili
tary articles and other official records 
appear in this work. The set will be pub-

Henry Z ("Hank") Jones, Jr., FASG 

historians, provide the humorous "I Don't 
Chase Dead Germans-They Chase Me. " 
"Saints, Sinners, & an Occasional Horse
thief: Some Emigrant Stories," includes 
poignant and humorous adventures and 
anecdotes taken from documents created 
by our courageous forefathers. If an audi
ence needs help in spotting errors in 
primary and secondary sources and over
coming these troublesome obstacles, 
"When the Sources are Wrong" is a good 

Ii shed also as a special sesquicentennial 
edition, autographed by the author and 
bound with a special dedication page. Call 
(210) 629-1900 for more information or to 
place an order. 

WASHINGTON 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1826 
Spokane, WA99210-1826 

Has published for Spokane County, Mar
riage Book "A" 1880-1890; Marriage 
Book "B" 1888-1891; Early Wills 1891-
1900; Smith Funeral Home 1890-1902; 
and Buchanan Funeral Home Records, 
1901-1914 (two books); and Washington's 
First Marriages, the first recorded mar
riages from each county. [Naomi D. 
Sullivan, member at large] 

choice. Additional topics are available. 
For his work in chronicling all of 

the 18th-century "Palatine" immigrants 
to America, Hank was elected a Fel
low of the American Society of Gene
alogists (limited to only fifty in the 
world). He is the author of many 
articles appearing in such publications 
as The American Genealogist, National 
Genealogical Society Quarterly, Gene
alogicalJournal, New York Genealogi
cal and Biographical Record, and 
others. His books include The Palatine 
Families of New York-I7l0 (winner 
of the Donald Jacobus Prize as "best 
genealogical book of the year"), More 
Palatine Families, Westerwald to 
America, The Palatine Families of Ire
land, and his latest, Psychic Roots: 
Serendipity & Intuition in Genealogy. 
He received the NGS Award of Merit 
for distinguished work in genealogy. 
Hank is a charter member and on the 
board of the Genealogical Speakers 

Guild and is a trustee of the Association 
for Professional Genealogists. 

Hank will travel worldwide to give 
seminars and talks. Expenses are sought 
to cover airfare, all meals, hotel, and 
airport parking. Fees are available upon 
request. Contact Hank at P.O. Box 
261388, San Diego, CA 92196-1388 or 
call (619) 566-3647; fax (619) 566-4438. 

[Mr. Jones was recommended for this 
column by the Eastern Washington Genea
logical Society of Spokane, Washington.] 
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Does your organization have news worth sharing with other groups? A project or service that has been successful in fund-raising, 
mtlnagement, volunteerism, member services, or recognition? Do you know of cost-cutting tips that would help other 
organizations? Ifso, send a note to "Spotlight," the FGS FORUM Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, lL 60558. 

HOLIDAY PLANs 
Many organizations hold special activi

ties during the fall and winter holiday 
season. Usually social in nature, these 
events offer respite from the usual busi
ness discussion and perhaps an opportu
nity to recognize and reward outstanding 
service given during the year by officers 
or members. Here are just some of the 
offerings that have proved popular. 

The Sun Cities Genealogical Society 
(Arizona) conducts an annual Cookie 
Exchange. Each member brings two dozen 
homemade cookies and the recipe. As the 
treats are sampled, a copy machine repro
duces the recipe cards for sharing. The 
society furnishes punch. 

* * * * 
A December dinner and installation 

meeting is a valued tradition of the 
Alachua County Genealogical Society of 
Gainesville, Florida. Members are asked 
to bring their "appetite, a covered dish to 
complement the meats provided by the 
society, and a friend. " Genealogical forms 
and supplies, collected from members 
throughout the year, are offered for pur
chase. This blend of business and fun is 
seen as an excellent opportunity to intro
duce newcomers to genealogy and the 
society. 

* * * * 
The Los Angeles Westside Genealogi

cal Society, headquartered in Marina Del 
Rey, California, holds their dinner/install
ation just before Thanksgiving. Their 
dinner has an "Ethnic Pot Luck" theme, 
with members providing dishes their 
ancestors enjoyed. If an ethnic food to 
share is not known, members whose 
surnames start with A-L bring salads, 
desserts or appetizers. Those with M-Z 
surnames bring entrees. 

* * * * 
Last December, the Suffolk County 

Historical Society of Riverhead (Long 

Island) New York, raffled a handmade 
doll house as a fund raiser. Bill Breden 
designed and built a nine-room colonial 
style masterpiece, measuring approxi
mately 26 inches wide by 32 inches high 
by 44 inches long, with three floors and a 
hinged roof. Tickets sold for one dollar 
each (six for $5). The winning ticket was 
drawn on December 15, giving the lucky 
recipient a beautiful holiday gift for a 
special child. 

* * * * 
A few years ago, the National Ar

chives-Great Lakes Region in Chicago 
used holiday time to honor its volunteers. 
Recognition for long service and awards 
for "above and beyond" activities were 
presented. Then beautifully wrapped gifts, 
white elephants provided by the volun
teers, were distributed and unwrapped. As 
a volunteer came forward, he or she 
selected a gift from those on the table. 
Two options presented themselves: the gift 
could be opened and placed on the volun
teer's desk, or the volunteer could ex
change the unopened gift for one already 
acquired by someone else. This led to 
some hilarity, as certain white elephants 
proved very popular, exchanging hands 
several times. 

After all volunteers had a gift of their 
own, gift trading began in earnest. This 
time, both parties had to be willing to 
trade. Trading encouraged volunteers who 
had not previously known each other to 
become acquainted. Because several of the 
gifts were genealogical books, trading 
requests often resulted in learning of 
another's interest in specific regions. 
When trading was halted, refreshments 
provided the occasion to explore these 
new-found links. 

**** 
Tree decorating: each member can 

bring a new tree ornament that depicts an 
event in .his or an ancestor's life, or the 
ornament might be chosen to honor the 

efforts of a society volunteer. Members 
take turns briefly describing the 
ornament's significance before hanging it 
on a small tree. After snacks and conver
sation (and perhaps some appropriate 
holiday music), the decorated tree is taken 
to a social service agency, children's 
classroom, or needy family. Tip: make 
advance arrangements for the disposition 
of the tree by calling your city or town 
services administration for ideas on recipi
ents. [This idea comes from FGS Sodety 
Strategies Series, Set 6 Number 1 "Strate
gies for Program Chairpersons: Ten Sea
sonal Program Ideas." For a full list of 
titles and other FGS publications, write 
FGS, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 8411O-3385.J 

* * * * 
"Making out that Christmas list? 

Checking it twice? Don't forget those 
genealogists who have been so nice!" is 
the message from 1993 President Suzanne 
Long in last year's December Newsletter 
(21 :4) of the South Suburban Genealogical 
and Historical Society, South Holland, 
llIinois. Ms. Long reminds members of 
the array of gift items being offered by 
SSGHS: special publications, coffee 
mugs, new rubber stamps with genealogi
cal sayings. A suggestion is added that 
members consider giving a holiday gift to 
the society: a book to the library or funds 
for ongoing and new projects. 

* * * * 
The above leads to a gift suggestion from 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies. 
Are you a member of or been helped by a 
society which does not belong to the 
Federation? Why not thank that society 
with a special gift: 1995 FGS member
ship. By doing so, you would benefit not 
only that society, but would be returning 
a portion of what you have gained from 
FGS national conferences and projects. 
Use the membership form in this issue of 
the FGS FORUM. 
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POLISH ROOTS. Rosemary A. Chorzempa. 262 pp., illus., 
paper. 1993. #983. $17.95 

This pioneering work commences with an examination ofPolish-Ameri
can resources, providing a breakdown of libraries and archives with Polish 
genealogical materials and a comprehensive list of Polish genealogical so
cieties. The bulk of the book is focused on research in Poland, as the author 
shows the reader how to find and use church and civil records; how and 
where to locate research services, libraries, and archives; how to make sense 
of Polish names and the naming practices; and much more. 

FINDING ITALIAN ROOTS. The Complete Guide 
for Americans. John Philip Colletta. 128 pp., maps, illus. 
1993. #1127. $11.95 

The author, a nationally-recognized authority, describes the resources 
available in the US. for climbing the family tree back to one's Italian immi
grant ancestor, and then shows how to tap into the wealth of information 
available in Italian repositories. 

The Complete Set /Yow Availablel 
BNCYCLOPBDIA OF AMBRICAN QUAKER 
GBNEALOGY. William Wade Hinshaw. 81/2" xli". 
Vol. I (North Carolina): 1,197 pp. #2731. $75.00 
Vol. II (New Jersey & Pennsylvania): 1,126 pp. #2732. $75.00 
Vol. III (New York): 540 pp. #2733. $45.00 
Vol. IV (Ohio): 1,424 pp. #2734. $95.00 
Vol. V (Ohio): 1,060 pp. #2735. $75.00 
Vol. VI (Virginia): 1,049 pp. #2736. $75.00 

The basic collection of American Quaker records-births, marriages, 
deaths, and certificates of removal. 

INTBRNATIONAL VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK. 
Thomas J. Kemp. 3rd ed. 81/2" x 11". 430 pp. 1994. #3148. 
$29.95 

This time-saver of a book is a complete, up-to-date collection of birth, 
marriage, divorce, and death record applications forms for the US. and the 
rest of the world. Current procedures for obtaining the appropriate certifi
cate are also given for each state, province, territory, or country. This new 
edition is twenty-five percent larger than the previous one and now in
cludes divorce record applications. 

WELSH FAl\fILY HISTORY: A Guide to 
Research. John Rowlands, et. al. 316 pp., indexed, paper. 
1994.#5030. $19.95 

The first comprehensive handbook on Welsh genealogy, each of its 
twenty-one chapters is prepared by a specialist on the subject. Coverage 
includes Welsh archives, family history societies, parish registers, civil reg
istration, surnames, the IGI for Wales, wills and estate records, emigration, 
and much, much more. 

NEW NETHBRLAND ROOTS. Gwenn F. Epperson. 176 
pp., illus. 1994. #1685. $20.00 

Mrs. Epperson shows us how to hunt for ancestors among the 10,000 
inhabitants of 17th-century New Netherlands, whose descendants today 
number among the millions. The book guides the researcher through the 
maze of passenger lists, marriage registers, early court records, and the 
like, and it explains Dutch naming practices and the importance of glossa
ries, gazetteers, and maps. 

THB KENTUCKY LAND GRANTS. A Systematic 
Index to All of the Land Grants Recorded in 
the State Land Office at Frankfurt, Kentucky, 
1782·1924. Willard Rouse Jillson. 2 vols. 1,844 pp. in all, 
illus., maps. (1925), 1994. #3010. $100.00 

This standard reference work contains abstracts of approximately 
150,000 Kentucky land grants, and it is usually the first book any searcher 
for Kentucky ancestors uses. It provides the full name of the grantee, num
ber of acres, date of survey, name of county, watercourse, and the volume 
and page number of the original entry. 

HISTORICAL REGISTBR AND DICTIONARY OF 
THB UNITBD STATES AKl\fY September 29, 
1789 to March 2, 1903. Francis B. Heitman. 2 vols. 
1,695 pp. in all, indexed. (1903), 1994. #2675. $125.00 

This classic publication, long out of print, features a complete list of 
60,000 commissioned officers of the US. from the organization of the Army 
to the year of original publication, giving the officers' full names and show
ing their services as cadets and all services as officers and enlisted men. 

POCAHONTAS' DBSCBNDANTS. A Revision, 
Bnlargement and Bxtension of the List as Set 
Out by Wyndham Robertson in His Book 
Pocahontas and lIer Descendants (1887) 
Combined with two volumes of corrections 
and additions. Stuart E. Brown, Jr., Lorraine F. Myers, and 
Eileen M. Chappel. 716 pp., illus., indexed. 1994. #715. $50.00 

This is the definitive account of the remarkable lineage which ensued 
from that fateful union between John Rolfe and the legendary Pocahontas. 
Commencing with the Bolling lines, Pocahontas' progeny, which both 
numbered in the tens of thousands and encompassed numerous lines of the 
colonial Virginia gentry, are here traced down to the present time. In this 
comprehensive edition of Pocahontas' Descendants, the two volumes of 
corrections and additions of 1992 and 1994 have been appended to the 
base volume of 1985. 

-------------------------------------
GENBALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO • . 1001 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202 • 1-800-296-6687 
Please send me the following books: 
Item # Title Price 

Postage & Handling: One book $3.00; each additional book $1.00. 
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan residents add 6% sales tax. 

o Enclosed is a check/money order for $ __________ _ 

o MasterCard/Visa # _________________ _ 

Exp. Date Amount $ 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
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Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG, of Springfield, Missouri, is the FORUM Book Review Editor. 
Publications for review should be sent to her at 2324 East Nottingham, Springfield, Missouri 65804. 

Tracing Your Irish Ancestors. By John Grenham. Published by Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1001 N. Calvert 
St., Baltimore, MD 21202; 1992. 281 pp. Softback. $18.95 plus shipping. 

Mr. Grenham states, "The aim of this book is to provide a comprehensive guide for those who wish to trace 
their ancestors in Ireland," but beginning Irish researchers should be warned that he gives a sense of "where to 
go," not "how to begin." For those researchers who have done their homework and know what sorts of records 
to look for and how to use them, this book is a veritable gold mine. Chapters on Civil Records, Census Records, Marsha Hoffman Rising 

Church Records, etc. all give clear, con
cise information as to where particular 
records are held, how far back they date, 
how useful they are apt to be, and most 
importantly, how to access them at vari
ous repositories. 

But Mr. Grenham doesn't stop there; 
his book is worth buying for the County 
Source Lists alone. Here the researcher 
will find lists of census returns and substi
tutes, local history and journals, directo
ries, gravestone inscription abstracts, and 
estate records for each county. The list of 
Church of Ireland parish records in Dub
lin repositories, list of family genealogies, 
and list of research services, societies, 
and repositories are all important finding 
aids for any Irish researcher. 

If the Irish researcher is going to be in 
Ireland while researching, I would suggest 
that this book be the first item packed. 
The author's advice on using the National 
Archives, National Library, the General 
Register Office, and various other reposi
tories will be invaluable. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG 

* * * * 
Some Southern Balls. By Donna Rachal 
Mills, CGRS. Published by Mills Historical 
Press, Tuscaloosa, Alabama; 1993. xiv, 
325 pp. Index. Hardback. $35.00 (ship
ping $2.50). Order from author at 1732 
Ridgedale Drive, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406. 

"From the James River to the Cumber
land, to the Mississippi, to the Arkansas, 
to the Red, to the Brazos and back east 
again" is how R.C. Ball describes the trail 
of his ancestor James Ball. Tracking 
James Ball's life, identifying his ancestral 
family, and reporting his descendants is 
the backbone of the genealogy. But this 
masterpiece is far from a customary gene
alogy; it belongs in the library of every 
working genealogist. What? You have no 
Ball family lines in Virginia, Tennessee or 
Texas? That is irrelevant. 

Some Southern Balls is a model and an 
inspiration for every researcher who wants 
to publish a family history. It demon
strates how to make people breathe even 
when the records are sparse or nonexis
tent. The work places people within a 
historical context that intimately belongs 
to them, not a text book. It shows how 
negative research findings can enhance, 
rather than reduce, a story. The book is 
richly illustrated even though photographs 
have not survived. And, when records are 
found, the tales it tells! 

James Ball was the product of his own 
singular background. He led a fascinating 
roustabout life that made his descendants 
proud and provided outstanding challenges 

. to professional genealogists. If you love 
genealogy and adventure, enjoy romance 
and mystery, and are intrigued by difficult 
genealogical puzzles, Some Southern Balls 
belongs by your bedside and later in your 
library. 

Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, CGL, FASG 

* * * * 
Revolutionary Soldier Samuel Brown 

and Some of His Family From Middlesex 
County, Virginia to the Sacramento Valley 
of California, Faye Marie (Brown) Light
burn. Published by Gateway Press, Inc., 
1993. xii, 466 pp. Index. Hardback. 
$37.50. Order from the author, 1137 6th 
Ave. North, Jacksonville Beach, FL 
32250. 

Extensive coverage of the family of 
pioneer Samuel Brown of Madison County, 
Kentucky, and Howard County, Missouri, 
and his family is presented here. The 
work includes the now standardized for
mat (usually called the NGSQ or modified 
Register system), complete index, docu
mentation and a historical context for the 
family. Indeed the core material in the 
early generations focuses on historical 
figures and events in early Kentucky and 

Missouri. 
Mrs. Lightburn enhanced her work 

with photographs, maps, and document 
reproductions as well as by covering a 
broad range of connected families. Nearly 
half of the book is devoted to over forty 
related families. Relying heavily on sec
ondary sources and family information, 
this work will appeal to many descendants 
of early Howard and Cooper County, 
Missouri, families. 

Evidence connecting Samuel Brown of 
Madison County, Kentucky, with the 
earlier generations in Middlesex County, 
Virginia, remains thin. The strength of the 
family connections improves significantly 
after 1800. To her credit, Mrs. Lightburn 
has already provided a supplement with 
additions and corrections to her work. 

••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••• • ••••••• ~~Pl;l~~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• j 
The Genealogical Publishing Company, 

1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, MD 
21202-3897, has reprinted several popu
lar, but older, genealogical reference 
works. Their availability has, until now, 
been limited. None are new editions; they 
are reprints. No additions or corrections 
are made. Each offers valuable clues and 
information for the astute researcher. Both 
the reprint and the original date of publi
cation are noted in the summaries below. 
Although the books contain valuable 
information, the researcher should check 
more recent literature for updates and 
corrections to the data reprinted here. 
When ordering, include $3.00 for ship
ping the first book and $1.00 for each 
thereafter. 

American Population Before the Federal 
Census of 1790. By Evarts B. Greene and 
Virginia D. Harrington. 1932; reprint 
1993. xxii, 228 pp. Index. Hardback. 
$25.00. 
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An interesting statistical compilation 
and analysis of the thirteen colonies as a 
whole and each local colony, as well. No 
individual names are listed here, but the 
information provided gives an overview of 
numbers and distribution of the people. 

Genealogical Register of Plymouth Fami
lies. Originally published as Part IT of 
Ancient LandmLlrks of Plymouth. Second 
edition, 1899; reprint 1994. 363 pp. 
Hardback. $25.00. 

If this work is not already part of your 
New England library, the opportunity is 
again available. It should not be missed. 

Scottish Family History. By Margaret 
Stuart. 1930; reprint 1994. vii, 386 pp. 
Hardback. $25.00 plus shipping. 

Over 6,500 families are listed here in 
alphabetical order with citations as to 
where a genealogy of the family could be 
located in 1930. Useful for background 
work and a literature survey, this work 
can be a first step in researching a family 
in Scotland. 

Roll of Honor: Names of Soldiers Who 
Died in Defense of the American Union, 
Interred in the National Cemeteries, Num
bers I-XIX. Originally issued by the Quar
termaster General's Office in 1868. 
1865-66, 1868; reprint 1994. Hardback. 
Numbers I-VI 615 pp. $38.50. Numbers 
VII-X 720 pp. $42.50. Numbers XI-xm 
749 pp. $44.50. Numbers XVIII-XIX. 
818 pp. $48.50. 

In a monumental effort to memorialize 
the 300,000 Union soldiers who died 
defending their beliefs, the government 
published this series from 1866-68 listing 
the burial places of each. To their credit, 
the Genealogical Publishing Company has 
again made this worthwhile reference 
available to researchers. 

Today we have become accustomed to 
gargantuan numbers in describing things 
like computer memory or the national 
debt. Three hundred thousand may no 
longer seem so enormous. If we are not 
vigilant, we might overlook the impor
tance of those young men who sacrificed 
their future for our country. However, 
when you pick up one of these hefty 
books and leaf through the pages and 
pages of names, you are reminded that 
each represents a human being without a 
future and the tragedy impacts once more. 

The lists include national cemeteries 
and local ones. A brief description, his
tory and location are given. ("The Mound 
City Cemetery is accessible by two good 
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carriage roads from the city" of Racine, 
Wisconsin.) The soldiers are then listed 
alphabetically, with rank, company, regi
ment and date of death. 

While only a few genealogists may 
have the financial resources to make this 
collection part of their private library, 
every society and library should be en
couraged and supported by its "friends" in 
acquiring this series. The men listed here 
cannot be forgotten. 

Historical Register and Dictionary of the 
United States Anny From its Organiza
tion, September 1789, to March 2, 1903. 
Two volumes. By Francis B. Heitman. 
1903; reprint 1994. 1,069 & 626 pp. 
Hardback. $125.00 plus shipping. 

Commissioned officers who served in 
the U.S. Army are listed here by rank, 
dates of service, state of birth and service, 
and brief summary of service life. Origi
nally published by the U.S. Congress, 
sources include. records of the War De
partment supplemented by family informa
tion. Also included is an alphabetical list 
of officers of the regular army who were 
killed, wounded or taken prisoner, with 
date and place. The wise researcher will 
use this book as a method of identifica
tion. If an individual is found here, count
less other federal records will suddenly 
have great potential. 

The Boone Family: A Genealogical His
tory of the Descendants of George and 
Mary Boone Who Came to America in 
1717. By Hazel Atterbury Spraker. 1922; 
reprint 1993. 707 pp. Index. Hardback. 
$40.00 plus shipping. 

No one should have trouble guessing 
which Boone family this represents. They 
personify the frontier and are the well
spring for many pioneer tales, as well as 
family traditions. Indeed this was a pro
lific family. Eleven generations of the 
Boone family are traced-in male and 
female lines-from the immigrant who 
settled in Berks County, Pennsylvania, in 
1720 through the generations born in the 
late nineteenth century. Chapters outlining 
those of undetermined connections and 
allied connections are included. Daniel is 
awarded his own chapter. 

Lacking the documentation and analysis 
we expect in modern genealogical scholar
ship, this work still remains the product 
of detailed and exhausting work. The 
index of 15,000 names will surely offer 
you a clue if a connection to Daniel 
Boone is one of your family traditions. 

The Plantagenet Roll of the Blood Royal, 
five volumes by the Marquis of Ruvigny 
and Raineval. 1908; reprint 1994. 3,550 
pp. lllustrations, index. Hardback. 
$235.00 plus shipping. 

Interested in royal ancestry? If you 
have established a link to a "gateway 
ancestor"-an immigrant to America 
whose ancestry has been established in the 
old country-this series may engage you. 
Purported to be the most extensive work 
on royal and noble genealogy, these vol
umes trace lines of descent from Edward 
m through his daughter Elizabeth who 
married Henry Tudor, George, Duke of 
Clarence and Lady Elizabeth Percy, great 
grand daughter of Edward m. 

The lines are first traced out in a series 
of tables which carry the descents up to 
the middle or end of the 19th century. 
The body of the work then describes the 
descendants of those various individuals 
giving full dates of birth, marriage and 
death. Never reprinted before, students of 
royal genealogy have had difficulty locat
ing a full set. If this specialized area of 
genealogy interests you, here is the oppor
tunity to acquire one of the core refer
ences in the field. 

Early Settlers of New York State, two 
volumes by Janet Wethy Foley. 1934-42; 
reprint 1993. xiv, 916; xii, 1069 pp. each 
volume indexed separately. Hardback. 
$125.00 plus shipping. 

There are reprints, and then, there are 
reprints. This one is a true gem! Between 
1934 and 1942, the author and her hus
band gathered and published obscure 
genealogical records in nine periodical 
volumes. They harvested these records 
from bibles, cemeteries, churches, news
papers and personal papers-all hard-to
locate genealogical treasures. 

Overcoming great difficulty, the Gene
alogical Publishing Company was able to 
assemble a complete run of the short-lived 
periodical. The company then consolidated 
the data into two volumes with a complete 
name index for each. Their effort makes 
a significant contribution to researchers 
with families in New York. Counties 
covered are too numerous to list, but the 
information extends throughout the state. 
The publication even contains Baptist 
church records from Poultney, Vermont, 
and church and cemetery inscriptions from 
Bennington, Vermont. If you neglect to 
add this reference to your library now, 
you will be sorry later. 
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Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG, is the Family Associations editor. Family Association newsletters and items 
to be considered for publication should be sent to her at 1474 Montelegre Drive, San Jose, CA 95120. 

The Phelps Connections is a growing family association dedicated to researching all Phelps who immigrated 
to the United States and Canada. Their ambitious project includes all descendants of the males and females. Now 
in their second year of organization, they number about 125 members. Their annual fee is for a calendar year, 
but prorated to one-half on July 1st. 

Members of this organization receive a quarterly newsletter of approximately twenty pages. Members may 
write articles, enter their lineages and ancestor tables, or place queries in the quarterly. Nancy J. Pennington, Christine Rose 

spokesperson for the organization, advises 
that they publish "carefully researched 
articles on families, vital records, land 
records, census records, family bible 
records, etc." An index has been com
pleted for the first year. 

Phelps Connections, or PC as it is 
known, maintains an archives of Phelps 
research materials contributed by mem
bers. In the winter of 1994 their archives 
will become available for use their mem-

GENERAL 
The move of records and staff mem

bers to Archives IT in College Park, 
Maryland, continues. For information on 
what records of the National Archives 
have been transferred to this new facility, 
researchers may call the National Ar
chives general information telephone (202) 
501-5400. Telephoning is recommended 
before undertaking a research trip to the 
Archives. 

CALIFORNIA 
A legislative alert has been sounded 

throughout California as genealogists con
front a threat to vital records open access. 
In a 21 June 1994, letter to James W. 
Warren, chair of the Records Preservation 
and Access Committee (Joint FGS-NGS 
Committee), Wendy Elliott, president of 
the California Genealogical Alliance, 
explains statewide monitoring has centered 
around the activities of two Democratic 
Assemblywomen, Grace F. Napolitano 
(District 58 Norwalk) and Margaret E. 
Snyder (District 25 Modesto) in promot
ing Assembly Bill 3170. The May 27, 
1994, version of AB3170 would make 

bership. 
Their long range goal is to extend and 

correct the Phelps Family in America, by 
Oliver Seymour Phelps and Andrew T. 
Servin. To accomplish this goal, a census 
project has been initiated. Members are in 
the process of transcribing all Phelps 
named in the censuses of 1790-1920. 
Other members are "adopting" a Phelps 
(individual, family or families) and will 

birth certificates confidential for 100 
years; marriage and death records for 50 
years. A provision in the bill would re
quire all records depositories that store 
and maintain vital records to return those 
records to the local county recorder or to 
the State Registrar. Although the bill 
twice failed to pass the Assembly, Assem
blywoman Napolitano told a group of 
genealogists that she intends to attach 
AB3170 to a bill originating in the Cali
fornia Senate or reintroduce it in the next 
legislative session (January). This increas
es the burden on the grassroots watchdog 
movement because the target is elusive: 
no bill numbers, no definite date, no 
identifiable sponsors to contact. Instead, 
California genealogists are letting legisla
tors know, through telephone, letters and 
petitions, how record closure would im
pact genealogy. Public and genealogical 
libraries and Family History Centers are 
being marshalled as allies. For details, 
write Wendy Elliott, President, California 
Genealogical Alliance, 4808 E. Garland 
Street, Anaheim, CA 92807-1005. 

ILLINOIS 
Attendees at a recent lllinois State 

concentrate their research on those chosen 
Phelps. Information will be shared with 
members who are searching for the same 
families. 

[For more information write to: Nancy 
J. Pennington, President, 6204 S. Halifax 
Ave., Edina, MN 55424-1914. Member
ship inquiries may be directed to: Arnold 
Sprague, Treasurer, 808 Fairfield Drive, 
Knoxville, TN 37919-4109.] 

Genealogical Society conference learned 
the state office of Vital Records holds 
birth and death records 1916-present; 
marriage and divorce records 1962-pres
ent. Earlier records are in the county 
courthouse. Birth records have limited 
access; you must be the person, parent or 
legal guardian, except for those not less 
than 75 years. Deaths are somewhat open; 
you must have a personal or property 
right-interest in the death, except for those 
not less than 20 years. Marriages and di
vorces are open records. For more infor
mation write lllinois Department of Public 
Health, Division of Vital Records, 605 
W. Jefferson, Springfield, IL 62702-5097 
or call (217) 782-6553. [Josephine F. 
Moeller, ISGS president, citing remarks 
by Vicky Williams of the lllinois Vital 
Records office. From the ISGS Quarterly 
26:2 (Summer 1994)] 

KANSAS 
Indexing of the 1885 and 1895 state 

censuses has begun at the Center for 
Historical Research of the Kansas State 
Historical Society in the Memorial Build
ing in Topeka. Some cards have been 
filmed and are available for use. Volun-
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teers are sought to complete the project. 
The 1855 through 1875 state censuses 
have already been indexed. [Ruth Keys 
Clark, President, Kansas Council of Gene
alogical Societies, in The Sunflower 16: 1 
(May 1994), newsletter of the Reno Coun
ty Genealogical Society] 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Volunteers of the Berkshire Family 

History Association, Inc. have prepared 
master indexes for two major Berkshire 
Athenaeum local history collections. The 
Berkshire Collection (also known as the 
Green Label Collection) consists of 65 
volumes of cemetery, vital, church and 
veterans' records of Berkshire County. 
Over 124,000 references are bound in the 
two-volume index. The Elmer J. Shepard 
Collection consists of 46,000 index cards 
filed alphabetically under 203 geograph
ical tabs. 

These cards are basically family group 
charts, filed under the name of the father, 
and . usually list his spouse and their de
scendants as well as some of their ances
try. Together with the three-volume index 
to the Athenaeum's Rolin H. Cook Collec
tion, prepared by FGHA in 1991, the.se 
indexes provide quick, easy access to 
collections that were formerly very time 
consuming to use. Indexes are not sold, 
but membership in BFHA grants a 2-hour 

. research request privilege. Direct mem
bership inquiries to BFHA, P.O.' Box 
1437, Pittsfield, MA 01202. [BFHA 
Newsletter, February 1994] 

MICHIGAN 
The Oakland County Genealogical 

Society, through their representatives to 
the Michigan Genealogical Council, is 
monitoring the action of the Michigan 
House of Representatives with regard to 
Senate Bill 378. Prior to 1978 fetal death 
records contained the names of the biolog
ical parents. In 1978 with the adoption of 
a Public Health Code, the recording of a 
fetal death was to be for statistical pur
poses only with no parentage listed. Be
cause fetal death records are often kept in 
the local death index, which is a public 
record, persons who wish to examine a 
death index for genealogical, medical, 
statistical or other purposes have been 
prohibited from viewing pre-1978 indexes. 
Senate Bill 378 seeks to amend the Public 
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Health Code to allow the issuance or 
examination of pre-1978 fetal death re
cords. State Representative John Jamian 
supports this bill and genealogists have 
been asked to write to him on behalf of 
passage. [Judy Rossman, president and 
Carol Ring, FGS delegate, OCGS, P.O. 
Box 1094, Birmingham, MI 48012] 

NEW MEXICO 
The state Bureau of Vital Records and 

Health Statistics now takes requests for 
birth or death certificates by fax or phone. 
The bureau gets 800 mail requests a week 
from people wanting copies of their birth 
certificates. Some of those requests will 
soon be diverted into telephone orders. A 
caller must give a credit card number so 
the state can verify identity, then mail or 
fax service can be requested. Fax requests 
are processed within 24 hours of receipt. 
Certified copies cannot be faxed but can 
be sent via Federal Express. A $10 expe
dite fee will be charged in addition to the 
regular search fee of $10 for a birth cer
tificate and $5 for a death certificate. 
[Albuquerque Journal 25 Sept. 1993, 
Section D, pl., sent by Dave Francis, 
past president, Southern New Mexico 
Genealogical Society] 

Technology will eventually bring court
house records into a researcher's home in 
Las Cruces, New Mexico. The Dona Ana 
Regional Network-or Darnet-provides 
instant modem access to great volumes of 
information by linking the computer net
works of the city, county, Elephant Butte 
Irrigation District, New Mexico State 
University, Las Cruces Public Schools, 

city and university libraries and a wide 
range of state and federal agencies. Of 
interest to genealogists is that the county 
courthouse will soon be a part of the link. 
The connection of the city and county to 
the New Mexico State University via 
Darnet will allow access to Internet, a 
national and international computer system 
used by the university. Many major 
American cities, such as Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Austin, Texas, have similar networks. 
[David Francis (see above), sent clippings 
from the El Paso Times 11 Oct. 1993, 
p19 vol. 113 no. 285 and Las Cruces Sun
News 17 Oct. 1993, section A4] 

OHIO 
The Vital Statistics Bureau (VSB) of· 

the City of Cleveland intends to enter the 
birth and death records for the city onto a 
computer data base. Mark Kassouf, Regis
trar for VSB, is seeking volunteers with 
typing skills and who can pass a security 
screening by the city. This was reported 
by Mary E. Holland, President of the 
Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society, 
in The Certified Copy 23:1 (1994) "From 
the President's Pen." Meanwhile, in 
Cincinnati, fees changed for customer and 
staff searches of vitals. "Genealogy Pur
pose Only" plain paper copies reSUlting 
from a customer search are billed at $4.00 
each; if a Health Department staff under
takes the search, the cost is $4.00 Call 
(513) 352-2912 for more information 
(Office of Vital Records). [Newsletter of 
the Hamilton County Chapter-Ohio Gene
alogical Society 15:2 (1994)] 

Wrltl.Dg Your Family History? 
Writing your family history requires that you have the skills of a 

genealogist, editor and publisher. We are a team of three persons-e. 
professional genealogist, a professional editor, and a professional pub
lisher-who can help you in your task by assisting in the areas where 
you feel you need help. You can use our services merely as consultants, 
in which case we will give you advice or point you in the right direction, 
or you can have us assume the total responsibility for that portion of 
the job you would rather leave to professionals. 

For additional information, write or call: 
Eileen Polakoff & Associates 

1485 Teaneck Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
Phone: (201) 833-1797 • Fax: (201) 837-6272 



AUSTRALIAN 
The Australian Iewish Genealogical 

Society, founded in 1991, recently issued 
its first newsletter, the Kosher Koala. The 
society'S address is P.O. Box 154, North
bridge 2063, Sydney, NSW Australia. 
[Lineage (Winter 1994) of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Long Island, 37 
Westcliff Drive, Dix Hills, New York 
11746] 

EASTERN EUROPEAN 
The proliferation of new, ethnic-in

spired borders in Eastern Europe prompted 
the 1992 formation of the Federation of 
Eastern European Family History Societ
ies, known as FEEFHS (pronounced 
"fiefs"). FEEFHS's scope embraces the 
political boundaries of Albania, Austria 
(including Italy's Friuli and Tyrol), Bela
rus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, former Czechoslovakia (Czech 
and Slovak republics), Estonia, Germany 
(all, but emphasizing former East Ger
many), Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithua-

nia, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Roma
nia, Russia (including Siberia), Slovenia, 
Ukraine and Yugoslavia (both Serbia and 
Montenegro). The society's stated mission 
is to "promote harmony between all East 
European genealogical societies and set an 
example by maintaining a spirit of cooper
ation among ourselves." FEEFHS has an 
international membership consisting of 
genealogical and historical societies which 
focus on ethnic groups as well as those 
more general in nature who benefit from 
receiving the FEEFHS quarterly newslet
ter. In May 1994, the first annual conven
tion of the FEEFHS was held in Salt Lake 
City. Annual dues for the U.S. are $15 
organizational or individual memberships; 
$10 subscriptions without query privi
leges; $250 life membership; $25 sponsor 
and $50 patron. For more information, 
contact Charles M. Hall, P.O. Box 
21346, Salt Lake City, UT 84121. [From 
information sheet submitted by founding 
third vice-president, John D. Movius in 
late 1993J 
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FRENCH 
Mennonites in Alsace wish to enlist the 

assistance of persons in the United States 
and Canada who are related to individuals 
buried in the Mennonite cemetery at 
Salm, France, to acquire and restore the 
site. It is located on the Augsburger fam
ily homestead. Burials include surnames 
of Aymann (Eimann), Augsburger, 
Bacher, (Baecher, Pecheur), Gerber, 
Cherich (Schoerique), Kupferschmidt, 
Neuhauser, Sommer, Schlabach, Poirot, 
and Huntzinger, for example. Further 
information is available from the pastor of 
the Ie Hang-Bourg-bruche congregation: 
Andre Nussbaumer, 2 rue des Aubetines, 
67120 Molsheim, France. [The Mirror 
25:3 (June 1994), newsletter of the Lan
caster Mennonite Historical Society, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17602J 

FRENCH-CANADIAN 
Canadian immigration into the U.S. 

began as early as the 17th century, but it 
was in the late 1800s that the great influx 

A NEW Genealogy PubUcation CompUed and Edited by Emily C. Stillman 

DESCENDANTS OF THE KELLEYS 
of 

16th CENTURY WORCHES1ER, ENGLAND and 17th CENTURY COWNIAL VIRGINIA 

Edward Kelley born 1555 Worchester, Eng. His g. grandson, Edmund Kelley I, 
emigrated tQ Stafford Co., Va. in 1663. This book documents 13 generations of 
Protestant Kelleys, tracing 9 generations in America who went South and West from 
Virginia in the early 19th century. Included is documentation of 22 AI.T .JED F AMU TFS 
most traced to the emigrant and beyond, from: ' 

MARYLAND 
Brasseur 
Drane 
Duvall 
Uvel'S 
Mantel 
Tyler 
Wickham 

VIRGINIA 
Bennett Feild 
Bunbury Maddox 
Chattin Mason 
Chowning Vinson 
Cossum Wale 
Doggett 
Ellis 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Bensinger 
Kaup 
Klingeman 

Soft cover, 174 pages, charts, 780 names indexed 1992 
$25.00 postpaid 

Gemini Genealogy Press 
12000 N. 90th St #2067 Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
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of immigrants entered this country. More 
than 10,000,000 descendants of these 
immigrants have been assimilated into the 
American society. The American-French 
Genealogical Society (AFGS) was formed 
in February of 1978 as a non-profit genea
logical and historical society devoted to 
people of French-Canadian extraction. 
The society is actively involved in extract
ing, collating, and publishing Franco
American vital statistics, parish registers, 
burial records, and other data consistent 
with the preservation of the culture. The 
society's library holds more than 4,000 
volumes of reference material and many 
genealogical journals and publications of 
regional, national and international scope. 
The AFGS Library is located at 78 Earle 
Street, Woonsocket, Rhode Island. For 
membership information and arrangements 
to use the library, write to: American
French Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 
2113, Pawtucket, RI 02851-0113. 
[aROUNDtheTABLE 1:5 Qune 1994), a 
publication of the Genealogical Round
table, Acton, MA 01720-6422] 

JEWISH 
Societies belonging to the Association 

of Jewish Genealogical Societies (AJGS) 
intend to index and document Jewish 
cemeteries throughout the world, accord
ing to Arline Sachs, past president of the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Washington, who will chair the effort. 
The plan calls for three stages: (1) create 
a list of all cemeteries worldwide where 
data on Jewish burials is ·known to exist 
and/or where people wish to participate; 
(2) incorporate existing indexes into the 
database, and use volunteers to index the 
burials in unindexed cemeteries; (3) create 
a master index of all names in the various 
cemeteries surveyed. Persons wishing to 
participate should contact any local Jewish 
genealogical or historical society or con
tact Ms. Sachs, 6212 Thomas Drive, 
Springfield, VA 22150-1220. There are 
currently 59 member societies of AJGS in 
11 countries. The United States has the 
largest representation with 45 societies 
throughout the country. [From Avotaynu 
9:3 (Fall 1993)] 

In addition to participation in the above 
described project, the San Francisco Bay 
Area Jewish Genealogical Society has 
catalogued the 500-plus yizkor (memorial) 
books collection of the Holocaust Center 
of Northern California in San Francisco. 
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Members have also begun the indexing of 
the over 1,000 Holocaust oral testimonies 
of the Oral History Project of the Center. 
This indexing is specifically aimed at 
making the thousands of Holocaust and 
historical oral histories available and 
useful to genealogists. For this reason the 
group is indexing town names as well as 
surnames. [22 March 1994 survey re
turned by SFBA JOS] 

Have you found a reference to afamily 
or individual of one state in the records of 
another state? q you jind one of these 
"strays, " send a postcard with: 1) name(s) 
involved,' 2) residence when record was 
created; 3) type and date of record and 
citation,' 4) present location of record,' 5) 
your full name and address. Print the 
information clearly and mail the postcard 
to U.S. Strays, FGS Editorial Office, P. O. 
Box 271, Western Springs, 1L 60558. For 
a copy of the postcard entry, send a SASE 
and the jile number (6:3:x) to the above 
address. 
6:3:1. From St. Mary Ann Parish Rec

ords of Cecil County, Maryland: birth, 
marriage, and children's births for 

Susanna ROSS and William 
THOMSON of Lancaster, Pennsylva
nia, (date range 1735-76); note of 
1748 Ireland birth of Ogilvie CAMP
BELL (wife of James); 1768 marriage 
of Philip JAVYR in New Castel (sic) 
on Delaware. [A. Monk, CO] 

6:3:2. Adelbert W. HUBBARD (d. 1861, 
18yrs.) in California, "late of Scheu
evas, Otsego Co., New York." [C. 
Childres, CA] 

6:3:3. Wisconsin photos of William H. 
RANDALL (1889, Oshkosh) and 
Erville B. WOODS (1897, Racine), 
found in Tacoma Washington. [B. 
Pearson, WA] 

6:3:4. Recent (1943-50) vitals for 
NAUMANN, REASOR, and SMITH 
recorded in Soldiers & Sailors Dis
charge Book, Edgar Co., lllinois. 
Events not in lllinois. [A.J. Brown, 
IL] 

'6:3:5: 1868 Will recorded Greene County, 
Missouri, lists Mary Elizabeth GRIF
FIN of Columbus, Georgia. Witnesses: 
A.H. CHAPPELL of Alabama; George 
S. MORTON of Baltimore. [M. Ris
ing, MO] 

NOTE: Sue Badenhop, KY sent another 
reference to Ohio GUILDFORDs 
(Stray 6:1:1). 

A Genealogical Classic Now * Available in Paperback: * 
Pennsylvania Land Records 

for only $29.95! 

The first research Ilujde to the land records of 
Pennsylvanja-originally published in hard
cover at $75.00. The contents of the paperback 
version are identical in every way to those of 
the clothbound edition, including all illustra
tions. tables. charts. and the fold-out. color map 
of Pennsylvania counties. 

"[Author Donna] Munger has developed the subject 
of Pennsylvania's land records in lavish detail, 
pennitting readers a new competence in using the 
records. Her excellent reference tool is highly 
recommended." -National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 

Contact 
Scholarly Resources 

104 Greenhill Ave. • Wilmington DE 19805 
800-772-8937· Fax 302-654-3871 

to order this title or to receive a complete 
listing of all of our genealogical materials. 
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Events should have importance beyond a particular geographic area. Submit notices at least FIVE months in advance of event. 
Include name and description of event, date, place, contact name and address or phone number. Send Calendar items to FGS 
Editorial Office, P.O. Box 271, Western Springs, IL 60558. 

1994 
October 1, Des Moines, Iowa: Elizabeth 

Shown Mills, CG, CGL, PASG, will 
present an all-day seminar for the 
Iowa Genealogical Society. Topics are 
Problem Solving, Documenting Your 
Roots, Tracing Elusive Ancestors, and 
Finding Females, with a ques
tion-and-answer hour for personal 
research problems. Acting Archivist of 
the United States Trudy Peterson is 
also featured. Contact Connie Street, 
V.P., lOS, P.O. Box 7735, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50322. 

October 1, San Diego, Calif.: Annette K. 
Burgert, PASG, will present topics on 
18th-century German research and 
Pennsylvania Dutch ancestors. Write 
German Research Association, Inc., 
P.O. Box 711600, San Diego, Califor
nia 92171-1600 or call (619) 453-6198. 

October 1, Princeton, TIL: Dr. George K. 
Schweitzer will speak on Civil War 
Genealogy, Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Research and Obseure Genealogical 
Sources. Contact the Bureau County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 402, 
Princeton, lllinois 61356 (815) 875-
8491. 

October 1, Spokane, Wash.: The Eastern 
Washington Genealogical Society will 
feature Ruby Simonson McNeill as 
keynote speaker at In the Footsteps of 
Our Ancestors. Contact EWGS, P.O. 
Box 1826, Spokane, Washington 
99210-1826 or call Marvelene Roach 
Carney (509) 328-3576. 

October 2-9, Salt Lake City, Utah: 
Search 'Til You Drop, the 2nd Annual 
Family History Library Tour spon
sored by lllinois State Genealogical 
Society. Includes a special orientation 
class, staff assistance, and area events 
with optional tours. Trip cost includes 
lodging; you provide your own trans
portation. Contact chairman Mary Lou 
Delahunt, 2681 Montague Drive, 

Galesburg, lllinois 61401 (309) 344-
5116. 

October 7-8, Green Bay, Wisc.: The 
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society 
International announces their fourth 
Genealogical/Cultural conference to be 
hosted by the Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. 
Call Paul M. Makousky, program 
chair, evenings (612) 739-7543. 

October 8, Elgin, TIL: The Elgin Genea
logical Society sponsors the 4th annual 
Chester A. Bowser Memorial Lecture 
program. Multiple lectures will feature 
noted speakers on a variety of special 
interest and "how to" topics. Vendors 
and research time will be available. 
Write to EGS, P.O. Box 1418, Elgin, 
lllinois 60121-1418 or call Lynda 
Bloom-DeGroot (708) 742-1692. 

October 8, Milwaukee, Wise.: The Wis
consin State Genealogical Society Fall 
Meeting will feature an all-day semi
nar by James W. Warren and Paula 
Stuart Warren, CGRS. For details 
write: WSGS, P.O. Box 5106, Madi
son, Wisconsin 53705-0106. 

October 12-15, Richmond, Va.: A 
multitude of speakers, vendors, and 
special events will highlight the four
day extravaganza, On to Richmond! 
This national conference of the Fed
eration of Genealogical Societies is 
cosponsored by the Virginia Genea
logical Society and held at the Rich
mond Marriott Hotel. Details from 
1994 Richmond Conference, FGS 
Business Office, P.O. Box 3385, Salt 
Lake City, Utah 84110-3385. Call 
(801) 254-2785 for a recorded mes
sage. 

October 15, Livonia, Mich.: Jonathan 
Shea, author and lecturer, is the fea
tured speaker for the Polish Genealogi
cal Society of Michigan Annual Work
shop. Mr. Shea's topics will be Lin
guistic Aspects of Polish Research; 

Strategies for Translating Documents 
of Genealogical Value from Poland; 
Understanding the Polish Archival 
System; and Strategies for Traveling to 
Poland to Conduct Your Own Re
search. For details, write PGSM, c/o 
Burton Historical Collection, Detroit 
Public Library, 5201 Woodward, 
Detroit, Michigan 48202. 

October 15, Montgomery, Ala.: Qimbing 
Your Family Tree Can be Fun, by 
Everton Publishers, will be hosted by 
the Alabama Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 2296, Samford University, 
800 Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, 
Alabama 35229-0001. 

October 20-22, Peoria, TIL: Ethnic Gene
alogy, the theme of the lllinois State 
Genealogical Society's Fall Confer
ence, will feature Hank Z Jones, Jr., 
PASG. The conference is sponsored by 
the Peoria County Genealogical Soci
ety. Contact Harold Lightbody, RR 5, 
Metamora, lllinois 61548-9017; (309) 
383-2255. 

October 21-22, Rosemont, TIL: Annual 
conference of the Polish Genealogical 
Society of America will begin with a 
welcoming reception and informal 
question and answer session with 
PGSA directors. The numerous lec
tures will reflect the theme, Something 
Old and Something New. For details, 
write Gregory J. Gazda, 280 Forest 
Trail Drive, Oak Brook, lllinois 
60521. 

October 22, Manhattan, Kans.: Maps, 
German ancestors, and computers will 
be the topics for lectures by Richard F. 
Strait of Omaha, Nebraska, when he 
appears at the Riley County Genealogi
cal Society's 32nd Annual Workshop. 
Write RCGS, 2005 Claflin Road, 
Manhattan, Kansas 55402 for details. 

October 29, Costa Mesa, Calif.: The 
Orange County California Genealogical 
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FGS FORUM 

Society presents Gordon Remington at 
their Fall Seminar. Contact Carol 
McCracken, seminar chair, (714) 956-
9712 (days). 

October 29, Flint, Mich.: Tony 
Burroughs will present a day long 
workshop, "Researching African
American Family History, " at the Flint 
Public Library. Contact: Charyl Froun
felter, 1026 East Kearsley St., Flint, 
Michigan 48502 or call (313) 232-
7111. 

October 29, Houston, Tex.: The fall 
seminar of the Houston Genealogical 
Forum will feature Desmond Walls 
Allen, author, lecturer, editor, and 
researcher. She will speak on (1) 
Twentieth-Century Research: Social 
Security Resources; (2) Public Domain 
Land Records; and (3) Picking Up the 
Problem Line. Write HGF, P.O. Box 
271466, Houston, Texas 77277-1466, 
Attn: Bill Swearingen or call (713) 
803-4452 (work). Vendors: write Les 
Martin, 823 Teetshorn, Houston, 
Texas 77009 or call (713) 861-8230. 

October 29, Modesto, Calif.: The Genea
logical Society of Stanislaus County 
presents Marsha Hoffman Rising, CG, 

CGL, PASG. Four lectures will be fol
lowed by a question and answer period 
on researchers' problems. Contact 
GSSC, P.O. Box 4735, Modesto, 
California 95352-4734. 

November 5, Bend, Ore.: The Oregon 
Historic Cemeteries Association pres
ents special guest speaker, Erica Cal
kins, historic landscaping expert, for 
lectures and a cemetery tour. Contact 
the Association at P.O. Box 802, 
Boring, Oregon 97009-0802; (503) 
658-4255. 

November 5, Livonia, Mich.: Connie 
Ayres will discuss the National Ar
chives and Jan Zeleski, AG presents 
information on Border Crossings for 
the Western Wayne County Genealogi
cal Society. Contacts are Marge Najar
ian, (313) 455-1122 or Anne Kruszka 
(313) 261-6416. 

November 5, Tucson, Ariz.: The Arizona 
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State Genealogical Society will feature 
Curt Witcher, FGS President and 
Manager of the Allen County Public 
Library in a seminar. Topics are "Ref
erence Sources in the Mid-West, Ref
erence Sources for Ethnic Research, 
The Allen County Library and PERSI 
Index, and Mining the Mother Lode: 
Using Periodical Literature. " For 
information write to ASGS, P.O. Box 
42075, c/o Seminar Chair, Tucson, 
Arizona 85733-2075; phone (605) 299-
2283. 

November 12, Claremont, Calif.: Martin 
A. A. Diestler, Esq., of lllinois, will 
address the German Genealogical 
Society of America on (1) German 
Military Records, and (2) Internal 
German Migrations. Contact GGSA, 
2125 Wright Avenue, Suite C-9, La 
Verne, California 91750-5814. 

November 18, Nashville, Tenn.: Elizabeth 
Shown Mills, CG, CGL, PASG, will 
present an all-day seminar for the 
Middle Tennessee Genealogical Soci
ety, with a question-and-answer hour 
for personal research problems. Con
tact Byron Sistler, president, MTGS, 
P.O. Box 190625, Nashville, Tennes
see 37219-0625. 

November 19, Los Alamos, N.M.: Heri
tage Quest Road Show will be spon
sored by the Los Alamos Family His
tory Society. Contact Jodie C. Frye, 
c/o Los Alamos FHS, P.O. Box 900, 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544-
0900; (505) 662-3381. 

1995 
January 27-28, Dallas, Tex.: Dozens of 

exhibitors will provide information, 
products, demonstrations, and services 
at GENTECH. These include many 
genealogy software publishers, repre
sentatives of genealogy and computing 
periodicals, a number of hardware 
dealers, and major computer compa
nies such as mM and WordPerfect. 
Write GENTECH, Inc., P.O. Box 
28021, Dallas, Texas 75228 for infor
mation. 

February 18, Naperville,lll.: The DuPage 
County (IL) Genealogical Society will 

host its Twentieth Annual Workshop 
titled, Roots, Boots, & Bites. Rachel 
Mellen and Paul Milner will address 
"Roots" in the British Isles. Other 
sessions will include beginning to 
advanced "Boots" in computer technol
ogy and in "Bites" of general research. 
Contact Tom Fetters, 545 Elizabeth 
Drive, Lombard, lllinois 60148; (708) 
629-3514. 

February 25, Whittier, Calif.: avil War 
and Pioneer Community Research will 
be presented by Russell P. Baker, 
author on articles on Arkansas history, 
Southern family and religious history. 
The Whittier Area Genealogical Soci
ety is the host. For more information 
call Mary Collins (310) 633-4697. 

March 11, Claremont, Calif.: Larry O. 
Jensen, professional genealogist and 
publisher from Utah, will speak on (1) 
Present and Future Filming of German 
Records in Eastern Europe, and (2) 
German Research Sources and Tools. 
The seminar is sponsored by the Ger
man Genealogical Society of America, 
2125 Wright Avenue, Suite C-9, La 
Verne, California 91750-5814. 

March II, Phoenix, Ariz.: The Family 
History Society of Arizona Seminar 
will feature Elizabeth Shown Mills 
speaking on "Tilling Southern Soil for 
Northeastern Roots," "Finding Fe
males," "Burned Courthouses," and 
"Never Too Poor to Trace." Contact 
Janna Larson, 14623 N. 49th Place, 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85254-2207; (602) 
953-1392. 

April I, Terre Haute, Ind.: The Indiana 
Genealogical Society will hold its 
annual meeting and workshop, "The 
Banks of the Wabash Conference." 
Eight lectures in four sessions. Contact 
IGS, P.O. Box 10507, Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana 46852. 

May 3-6, San Diego, Calif.: The San 
Diego Genealogical Society hosts the 
National Genealogical Society Confer
ence at the Town and Country Hotel 
and Convention Center. This confer
ence promises a variety of ideas for 
tackling your most difficult genealogi-



cal puzzles. NGS members will auto
matically receive the conference pro
gram and registration brochure with 
the January/February NGS Newsletter. 
Others should contact NGS, 4527 17th 
Street, North, Arlington, Virginia 
22207-2399; (703) 525-0050. A bro
chure will be available in January 
1995. 

June 25-29, Washington, D.C.: The 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater 
Washington hosts the Fourteenth Sum
mer Seminar on Jewish Genealogy. 
Contact: JGSGW, P.O. Box 412, 
Vienna, Virginia 22183-0412. 

July 13-15, Boston, Mass.: The Sesqui
centennial Celebration of The New 
England Historic Genealogical Society 
will feature a multitude of speakers and 
special events. Keynote speaker will be 
David McCullough, Pulitzer Prize
winning author of the best seller Tru
man. Host hotel: Westin at Copley 
Place. Contact NEHGS, 101 Newbury 

Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 or 
call (617) 536-5740. 

September 20-23, Seattle, Wash.: The 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 
and the Seattle Genealogical Society, 
will present a m~or national confer
ence of over 1,000 genealogists. The 
event will feature an array of speak
ers, exhibits, and special events in 
keeping with the theme, "From Sea 
to Shining Sea." Details available in 
early 1995. FGS Business OtTlCe, 
P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84110-3385. 

1996 
August 14-17, Rochester, N.Y.: "In 

Your Ancestor's Image," the annual 
national conference of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies will be 
hosted by the Rochester Genealogical 
Society. Watch the FGS FORUM for 
details in mid-1995. FGS Business 
OtTlCe, P.O. Box 3385, Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84110-3385. 

FGS FORUM 

AddresslName Changes & Corrections 
The Oregon Historic Cemeteries Asso

ciation has relocated the OHCA office and 
library to the home of President Jeanne 
Gentry, 16385 SE 232nd Drive, Boring, 
Oregon. The new mailing address is P.O. 
Box 802, Boring, OR 97009-0802. 

* * * * 
Notice received by the FGS FORUM: 

"Ten years ago, while doing research into 
the TOMBLESON family, I had enquiries 
from a u.S. genealogist. I have no ad
dress for this researcher but have since 
been able to trace the family back to 1730 
in Cambridgeshire and would be able to 
pass on information if such a person is 
known to you." [Dr. Philip Tombleson 
MBE, The Health Centre, Ditchling, 
Sussex, BN6 8TT, England] 

Cabinet d'Etudes Genealogiques 
CENTRE FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 

P.O. Box 114, 1218 Grand Saconnex, Switzerland 
Jacques de Guise, Director 

WE • Build your Family Tree based upon documented research. 

• Find your Family's origins in Europe using French, German, 
Latin, and transcribe documents, parchments. 

• Create or Recreate your Family's Coat of Arms. 

• Create a "Multi-Ancestral Workbook." It is a combination of vivid 
history, on-the-spot interviews, photographs of the places your 
ancestors frequented such as the house they lived in, the land they 
possessed, the place of worship they attended, etc. 

BELGIUM - FRANCE - LUXEMBOURG - SWITZERLAND 
Ask for our free English or French brochure. 

"YOUR LINK TO GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH IN EUROPE" 
Tel: Int'l 41 (22) 788 4089 Fax: Int'l 41 (22) 788 4088 VIM: Int'l 41 (48) 021 391 

CompuServe: 75130, 2552 
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Why should your society join the Federation? 

Founded in 1976, the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a non-profit organization comprised of nearly 300 
genealogical and historical societies, family associations, and libraries, ultimately representing over 100,000 
individual genealogists. The Federation is the collective voice of genealogical and historical organizations at the 
national level. It is actively involved in efforts to represent and protect societies, to coordinate and facilitate their 
activities, and to monitor events that are critical to the future of genealogy. 

Benefits of Membership: 

• Records Preservation & Access Committee 
monitoring status of records 

• Society management workshops and publications 
• Valuable discounts, coupons and merchandise 

from supporting publishers and supply companies 
• Coordination of the computerized index to all 

Civil War participants 
• Forty percent discount on the quarterly pUblication 

FGS Forum for all your members 
• Representation in national-level committees such 

as the GCC, NCCPH, RAGAS, etc. 
• Discounts on all FGS pUblications 
• Educational and networking opportunities at 

annual Federation conferences 
• Collective voice promoting the interests of 

genealogists 

Less thlln fifty cents per 
member enables your society 
to make a difference in the 

future of genealogy! 

Dues Structure 

See page 13 

for special 

discounts on 

1995 
membership 

Collectively we can make a difference! 
The Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.O. Box 3385-A, Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 • 8011254-2785 

Fi.Federation of Genealogical Societies & poOo Box 3385 

".,.Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385 
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