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1. Question for Tim: “I want to increase my faith as we move toward a new year. How do you
recommend I do this?”

First, I recommend you go back and listen to Randy Ferguson’s sermon on Increase our Faith
from June 15th (http://forgodsfame.org/2014/06/15/increase-our-faith/). He had 40 minutes
and I have about 5.

The short answer is we can’t increase our faith, but God can. Faith is not something we muster
up on our own. Faith is a Gift from God (Ephesians 2:8).

Hebrews 12:2 says “Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith or he’s the founder and
perfecter of our faith”.

But if God does this, how does He do it? He does it primarily through His word, but He also does
it through our life circumstances.

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17).

Randy gave us three observations:
a. When our view of God is increased, our faith is increased
b. When our understanding of God is increased, our faith is increased
c. When our intimacy with God is increased, our faith is increased.

So how does this work? Let me give you two points to think about.

The first one is played out over and over in the Bible, and in our own lives.

Secondly, God likes us to be uncomfortable. The application here is to serve God even when
you’re uncomfortable”.

How many of you are embarking on a Bible reading plan in the New Year?

If you start reading it won’t be long until you run into some uncomfortable life situations.

• Noah: I want you to build a boat, but it’s never rained and people will think you’re crazy.

• Abraham: Leave your country and family and go to a place I’ll show you

• Abraham’s Servant who went to find Isaac a wife: How would you like to pop the
question for someone else? (Isaac and Rebekah - Genesis 24)

• Moses: You know his story.

• Joshua: Moses can’t enter the promise land, you’re up. Don’t fear or be dismayed. BTW,
your first battle is at Jericho and my plan is a bit unconventional. That’s uncomfortable.

Oh, you’re starting a reading plan in the New Testament:

• Mary: She’s engaged and pregnant with the Son of God

• Joseph: God said this is my plan, don’t put her away.

• Elizabeth: She was advanced in years, but she’s having a baby (John the Baptist)
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So, how does this work out in our own lives? Be willing to serve outside your comfort zone.
Why? Because we see God more clearly when we’re depending on Him and not ourselves.

Thirdly, God wants us to be faithful in the small things.

According to the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) Be faithful over a little, and I will set
you over much. We need to be faithful in humble service using the gifts we have. We need to
read and study our Bibles (e.g. begin a reading plan, ladies join a Bible study, men start a Bible
study). We need to lead our families (e.g. men go to the upcoming Men’s event that will help
equip you). There are small daily things we can do. For example, we need to encourage and
love one another, we need to give the good news of Christ and we need to make disciples. How
can we build and make disciples in the character and priorities of Christ, if we don’t know what
His character is like and don’t know what His priorities are? We need to read our Bibles.

Recap:
a. God must increase our faith
b. Two ways (not the only ways) He does is through His Word and our life circumstances.
c. This cycle works out practically in our lives by:

i. Being faithful in the study of God’s Word.
ii. Being faithful to Serve God even when we’re uncomfortable

iii. Being faithful to God in the small things

2. Four Questions for Larry:
a. Does the Devil know what I am thinking?
b. Can the Devil create things?
c. Can the Devil possess a Christian and how would you know?
d. If the possessed person were not a Christian how would you know?

By way of background information, George Sweeting (pastor and former chancellor at Moody
Bible Institute) said: “As I see it there are two possible mistakes to be made. One is to over-
estimate the power of Satan, the other is to under-estimate it.”

One of the best ways to be sure we don’t over-estimate the power of Satan is to understand the
creator / creature distinction. Apologist Cornelius Van Til used two circles to illustrate this:
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He called Christians “two-circle people” because we believe everything emanates from the
creator and that all things created are distinct from the creator. Paganism blurs the creator /
creature distinction and teaches that all things are one, included within the same circle. In the
Christian world-view, Satan is in the lower circle along with human beings, angels, and all other
created beings. He is more powerful than we are but he is not God.

In a Christian worldview good and evil do not struggle for preeminence from equal degrees of
strength like you sometimes see portrayed in movies and books. Satan is a defeated foe and he
does not posses the incommunicable attributes of the creator such as omniscience,
omnipotence, omnipresence, etc.

So with that background:

a. Does the Devil know what I am thinking?

No, as we said, Satan is not omniscient (“all-seeing” or in possession of all knowledge).
Psalm 139:2 says of God,

“You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from
afar”

But this is not true of Satan as we can see in the book of Job.

“Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no
reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he
has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions
have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he
has, and he will curse you to your face.” (Job 1:9-11)
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Clearly Satan thought Job’s motivation for following God was based on the material
possessions God had given him. The balance of the book shows that Satan was wrong
about Job’s motivation – his thoughts – because he was basing his opinion on
incomplete information. He did not have access to the inner workings of Job’s mind.

Also, in the book of Daniel we see this:

“Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or
astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has
asked, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream
and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these” (Daniel 2:27-28)

It was through God’s insight alone that Daniel was able to know the king’s dream (his
thoughts while asleep).

b. Can the Devil create things?

No, no one in the creation can create in the sense that God does – ex nihilo – from
nothing. Presumably Satan can create in the sense that other creatures can, using
already existing substances but he cannot speak and have something come from
nothing.

c. Can the Devil posses a Christian and how would you know?
d. If the possessed person were not a Christian how would you know?

No, because believers are indwelt and sealed by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13) also
John tells us that the One who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John
4:4).

As to possession of an unbeliever, I believe it is possible for unbelievers to be possessed
by demons. We see several examples in the New Testament of this phenomenon (e.g.
Mark 5:1-20). These also include descriptions of the effects of possession and I have no
reason to believe it would look differently today were it to happen.

There seems to have been a flurry of demonic activity at the time of the incarnation
because of the events happening then and so while still possible today we should not
expect to see such things in the normal course of events or as a common occurrence.
The truth is, we don’t need demonic possession to explain evil. Evil is an outgrowth of
the wickedness of man’s heart:

“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false witness, slander.” (Matthew 15:19)

The wicked don’t need an exorcism, they need to repent and believe the Gospel.
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Having said that, I think we must distinguish between outright possession and demonic
attacks or influence. Christians can be subjected to things like that. Jesus Himself was
under severe demonic attack during his time on earth (Luke 4, for example) as was the
Apostle Paul who declared in I Corinthians 12:7 that his “thorn in the flesh” was a
messenger of Satan. Satan is still our enemy and a powerful one at that but we don’t
need to fear him if we are in Christ.

James tells us

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”
( James 4:7).

3. Question for Ken: Can you be a Christian and believe in evolution or is to be a Christian to
renounce evolution?

a. This is one of those areas that you MUST be more specific and carefully define your
terms.

a. If by “evolution” you mean, that “all life on Earth originated through common
descent from a last universal ancestor that spontaneously generated
approximately 3.5–3.8 billion years ago, then such a belief would run counter to
the clear teaching in the Bible that God created life. To embrace this belief
would put you more in line with atheism or deism at best.

b. If by “evolution” you mean “Theistic evolution, which accepts that evolution
occurred as biologists describe it, but under the direction of God,” then you
would need to further define it:

i. God set the natural processes in motion that led to spontaneous
generation of life which then evolved over time to what we see today—
you’d be more in line with Deism since the Bible asserts that life, as
created by God, reproduces after its own kind. This would preclude the
notion that living organisms can, over time, change from one family
(e.g. canidae—the canine family) into an altogether new and genetically
different family. Or…

ii. God supernaturally caused/guided the process that science defines as
“evolution” at every stage, over billions of years—ultimately bringing
about life in all of the forms as we know it. This view could only be
harmonized with the Bible if there were gaps in the Genesis narrative
(or if the creation accounts in Genesis were takes as allegorical) to
account for the huge number of years necessary for this kind of process.

c. If by “evolution” you mean microevolution, that is minor changes in a species
that lead to new or modified structures (e.g. the changes in the beaks on finches
in the Galapagos Islands), then this is fully in keeping with the biblical teaching
that organisms reproduce according to their kind.

b. If you believe the first, then you could certainly repent of your sins and trust Jesus as
your savior but if you remain in this view for long, your position on the reliability of the
Bible is in question. You would not qualify for any leadership position at GF.

c. Same if you believe the second. You would likely not qualify for any leadership position
at GF.



GraceTALK Transcript
Jan 4, 2015

6 | P a g eSpreading the fame of God
by making disciples of

NOTE: the belief that the earth is far older than 12,000 years old does NOT mean that
you necessarily believe either of these views. We have people here in this third view
who fully embrace the reliability of the Bible but some are Old Earth and some are
Young Earth and some just don’t know—but they ALL believe that the Bible is accurate
and reliable.

4. Question for Ken: Last week Pastor Dan mentioned that when we are forgiven that all our
sins, past, present, and future are forgiven. He then talked about how that should motivate
me to not sin. However, I have been battling that notion. I do feel bad when I don’t walk in
faith and have attitudes that I know are wrong, but should I even feel bad since those
attitudes have been forgiven?

Reasons why it’s appropriate to feel bad (mourn) for your sin:
a. God’s amazing forgiveness should cause us to live as His servants out of pure gratitude to

the Savior. When we submit to sin, we fail to serve Christ and to show him gratitude.
b. It is a reflection on just how grateful we are (The holier a man becomes, the more he

mourns the unholiness that remains in him. —Spurgeon).
c. It damages our witness and diminishes his glory.
d. Jesus implies in the beatitudes that the only people who are truly happy are those who

mourn. Godly sorrow produces repentance. And repentance leads to knowledge of
forgiveness (only the Holy Spirit can produce this kind of repentance). When God generates
repentance in me, it is my assurance that I am, in fact, saved.

e. Godly sorrow, fear, respect, gratitude and love for God can give me victory over specific sin
(Bible says that sin entangles us—Heb. 12:1). Habitual, persistent sin entangles us,
oppresses us, and causes pain. It’s NOT GOOD for you! And unless you mourn when you fall
short, then you will never be motivated to avoid the sin in the future.


